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West  Coast  Settlement  Beserves  Bill,  Oom. 

609,  611 ;  8b.  640,  642 

Charitable  Aid, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  562 

Cheviot  Estate  DisposiHon  BiU, 
h,,  2b.  12 ;  Oom.  565 ;  8b.  588 
Lo.,  IB.  618 

CheoiotBoad, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  683 

ChUd  arrested  at  Devonport, 
Kq.  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  341 


Ohristehurch  Clergy, 
;i.,g.(SirJ.Half),846 

Christchureh  Hospital  BOt, 
h,,  8b.  508 
Ix.,  IB.  544 

Christehureh  Night  Waichman^ 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moon),  564 

Owil  Service  Ineiwrame  BiUt 
^.,lB.242 

Oml  Service  Offleers'  Guarantee  BiU^ 
Ik,  2b.  588;  8b.  621 

OodUn-moth, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pahner),  854 

Coghian,  A.  Ji, 
h.,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  9 

Colliery  Baikoays  Vesting  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  841 

Colonel  Fox, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Joyce),  264 

Comnuindant  of  the  Forces, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  844 

Companies  BtU, 
2.e.,  IB.  264;  2b.  887 ;  8b.  644 
^1.,  IB.  548 

Conspiracy  Law  Amendment  BiU, 
h.,  2b.  879 

Constables  and  Detectives, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Palmer),  82 

Co-operative  Works, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Wright),  858 

Correspondence  with  Agent-General, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  BoUeston),  88 

Coimt^mt, 
h,,937 

Criminal  Code  BiU, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  0.  H.  Mills),  854 ;  2b.  590 

Crofter  Immigrants, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  W.  KeUy),  628 

Cumin's  Index  of  Statutes, 
Ix,,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Feldwiok),  288 

Cttstoms  and  Excise  Duties  BiU, 
A.,  2b.  205;  8b.  206 
Z.C.,  IB.  281 ;  2b.  264 ;  8b.  887 


Deceased  Husba/nd*s  Brother  Marriage  BiU, 
U.,  2b.  117 
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Defence  ^ 
h,,  q,  (Captain  Bossell),  166 

Defence  Engineers, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Hamlin);  Sid 

Deferred-^yment  Thirds, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Richardson),  848 

Defpartmental  Pampers, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Houston),  119 

Destitute  Natives, 
K  q,  (Mr.  Lake),  842 

Detectives, 
h,,  2.  (Mr.  Palmer),  855 

Direct  Veto  Bill, 
h,,  Obs.  (Mr.  Reeyee),  248 

District  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  BUI, 
h,,  2b.  598 

District   of  Patmerston   North  Hospital   and 

Charitable  Aid  Board  Empowering  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  506 

District  Railways  BiU, 
h,,  IB.  75 

Divisions, 
h,.  Adjournment,  m,  65, 141,  283 
Alcoholic  Liquors   Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

262,  :268  &c.,  277  &o.,  861,  862 ;   Becom. 

892,  895.  896,  897  ;  8b.  491 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  Com.  565, 

566 
Egmont  County  Bill,  Com.  125,  511 
Gum  and  Gumfields  Bill,  2b.  140 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.  874,  875 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  588 
Lundon,  J.,  m.  8 
Old  Soldiers*  Claims,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  819, 

821 
RatingBill,  2b.  427 
Restraint  of  Monopolies  Bill,  2b.  186 
Riverton  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

Com.  125 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  661 
Smith,  E.  M.,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  549 
Supply— 

m.  95 

Class  II.,  Ill 

Class  v..  Ill 

Class  YI.,  61 

Class  VIII.,  202 
2.C.,  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  BiU,  2b. 

615,  619,  620 
Deceased  Husband's  Brother  Marriage  Bill, 

2b.  119 
Electoral  Bill,  Com.  884,  481,  482, 508,  544, 

545,  619 
Government  Bills,  m,  481 
£emp.  Major,  m,  840 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  8b.  884, 

480 
Sunday  Trading,  m.  75 


Doyle, -^t 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Hall- Jones),  629 

DuKCAN,  Mr.  T.,  Oamaru, 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  19 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  812 
Railway  Employes,  m.  890 
Waitaki  Land,  q.  565 

Dunedin  Burgess  Boll, 
K,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  87 

Dunedin  Garrison  HaU  Trustees  Empowering 
Bill, 
h.,  8b.  508 
i.e.,  IB.  544 

Dunedin  Hospital, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  847 

buTHTB,  Mr.  J.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Adjournment,  m.  857 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  181 ; 

Reoom.  894;  8b.  452 
Banks'  and  Companies'  Accounts  Audit  Bill, 

2b.  211 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  83 
Gambling  in  Clubs,  m.  850 
Government  Legal  Business,  q,  852 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.  865.  875 
Influx  of  Criminals,  q,  562 
Labour  Department,  q,  125 ;  m.  125,  856 
Martini-Henry  Rifles,  q,  124,  277 
North  of  Auckland  Roads,  m.  51 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  420 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  648 
Small  Farmers,  q.  81 
Supply — 

m.  95 

Class  n.,  107, 108 

Class  v.,  112, 118 

Class  Vni.,  202,  208 


Eabhshaw,  Mr.  W.,  Peninsula, 

Adjournment,  fn.  857 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 
264;  8b.  475 

Aliens  Bill,  2b.  884 

Bonus  to  Iron  Industry,  q.  862 

Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  Com.  565, 
566 

Eamshaw,  Mr.,  and  the  Government,  m.  321, 
825,  826 

Gambling  in  Clubs,  q.  850,  851 

Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com.  870 ;  8b.  876 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  584 

Meredith,  R.  R.,  m.  77 

Order  Paper,  q,  858 

Painting  Customhouse,  &c.,  Dunedin,  g.  128 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  658 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  107 
Class  VIII.,  200, 202 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1893.] 


EAB 


pNDEX.] 


FBA 


IX 


Eamahaw,  Mr,t  and  the  Govenvmeni, 
K,  m.  (Mr.  Eomshaw),  821 

Education  Board  ScholarshipB, 
h,t  m,  (Mr.  GoinneBs),  120 

SdueaUon  EndowmentSj 
rfc.,  f».  (Mr.  J.  MoKenzie),  277 
Z.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery)!  231,  431 

Egmont  County  Billf 
h,,  Com.  125,  511 ;  Dis.  621 

Eketahuna-Alfndton  TeUphonet 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Hogg),  665 

Electoral  Bill, 
I.C.,  iB.  1 ;  2b.  141,  232,  266,  284;  Com.  884, 
r       431,  508,  544,  619 

Electoral  Districts, 
%.,  9.  (Mr.  0.  H.  Mills),  854 

Electoral  Rolls, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  389 

EUesmere  Lake  Lands  BiU, 
h,,  Cons,  of  Amends.  643 

Endowed  Schools  BUI, 
h.,  Obs.  (Sir  J.  Hall),  166 

Endowment  and  Educational  Reserves  BUI, 
h„  IB.  75 

Eyre  and  Ashley  Rivers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moore),  266,  348 


Federated  Maori  Assembly, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Kapa),  684 

Feldwigk,  Hon.  H.,  Otago, 
Cumin's  Index  of  Statutes,  q.  288 
Electozal  Bill,  Com.  620 

Fencing  BiU, 
I.C.,  2b.  5;  m,  (Hon.  Major  Wahawaha),  115 

Fjbbgus,  Mr.  T.,  Wakatipu, 
Adjournment,  m.  92, 141 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  179 ; 

Recom.  893  ;  8b.  44? 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  2b.  592 
Gambling  in  Clubs,  m.  351 
Kumara  Mines,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  624 
Lunatic  A^lum  Attendants,  m.  558 
Meredith,  B.  B.,  m.  77 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  814 
Post  Office  Bill,  2b.  209 
Supply— 

m.  95 

Class  II.,  102,  <feo. 

Class  v..  Ill,  112 

FemhUl  Coal  Company*s  Railway, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fish),  125 


Fire-brigades, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  C.  Smith),  484 

Fish,  Mr.  H.  S.,  CUy  of  Dunedin, 
Adjournment,  m.  88,  94, 140,  282,  635 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  175, 

179  ;  Becom.  396  ;  3b.  447 
Banks'  and  Companies'  Accounts  Audit  Bill, 

2b.  212 
Bills  affecting  Local  Bodies,  0.  887 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  28 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  205 
Education  Board  Scholarships,  m.  121 
Egmont  Counfy  Bill,  Com.  511 
Femhill  Coal  Company's  Railway,  m.  125 
Gore  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  Rep.  7 
Gum  and  Gumfields  Bill,  2b.  189 
Harbours  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amends.  511 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.  868 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  579 
Libel  Bill,  m.  261 
Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  q.  549 ;  m.  650, 

568 
Lunatics,  q,  549 
MacGregor,  Dr.,  q.  549 
Meredith,  R.  R.,  m.  77 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  816,  319, 

320 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  402 
Restraint  of  Monopolies  BiU,  2b.  130 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  645^ 

663 


Supply- 
Class  IL, 


103, 104,  &c. 


FiSBEB,  Mr.  G.,  CUy  of  Wellington, 
Adjournment,  m.  358 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  190 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  84 
Fisher,  G.,  m.  166, 162 
Gambling  in  Clubs,  m.  360,  862 
Land-scrip,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  252 
Libel  Bill,  q,  265 
North  of  Auckland  Roads,  m.  49 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  812 
Portraits  of  Eminent  Members,  q.  346 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  229 
Supply — 
m.  95 
Class  VIII.,  200 

Fisher,  Q,, 
h.,  w.  (Mr.  Fisher),  156 

Flax, 

h,,  q,  (Mr.  Harkness),  124 ;  m.  (Mr.  J.  McKen- 
zie),  348 

Foster,  R., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Rhodes),  563 

Fox,  Colonel, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  254 

Fbaseb,  Colonel  W.,  Te  Aroha, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Obs.  510 
Kumara  Mines,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  621 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  812 
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Friendly  Societies, 
h,j  q,  (Dr.  Newman),  853 

Fryday,  N,^ 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  164,  349 ;  m.  865 


OambUng  in  ClubSt 
h,t  2.  (Mr.  Earnshaw),  850 

Qimmerbum  Forest  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  276 ;  2b.  603 

Oisbome  High  School  BUI, 
).c.,  2b.  837;  3b.  427 

Ooldfields  Committee, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  12 

Oore  Electric  Lighting  Bill, 
h,.  Rep.  6 ;  Sb.  8 
Z.c.,1b.66;2b.281;8b.  427 

Government  BiUs, 
Z.C.,  Sel.  Com.  (Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds),  430 

Chvemment  EmploySs*  Wages, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Taylor),  629 

Oovemment  Inswrance  Advances, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  G.  Hatchison),  86 

Qoveimment  Insurance  Mortgages, 
fc.,  2.  (Mr.  Hogg),  349 

Oovemment  Insurance  Rates  of  Interest, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  G.  Hutohison),  684 

Oovemment  Legal  Business, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Duthie),  852 

Oovemment  Residences, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buckland),  435 

GB4CB,  Hon.  M.  S.,  C.M.G.,  Wellington, 
Alooholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  618 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  290 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

2b.  506 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  69 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill,  m.  4 

GniKNEBS,  Mr.  A.  R.,  Qrey, 
Education  Board  Soholarsliips,  m,  120, 123 
Kumara  Mines,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  621 
Land-scrip,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  251 
Midland  Railway  Company,  m.  8 
Public  Works  Statement,  m.  52 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  661 

Oum  and  Qumfields  BUI, 
h„  2b.  136 

Qumfields, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Palmer),  563 


H. 

Hall,  Sir  J.,  K.C.M.G.,  EUesmere, 
Adjournment,  140 
Agricultural  Journal,  q,  389 
A.  J.  Coghlan,  m.  9 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  175 
Banks'  and  Companies'  Aooounts  Audit  Bill» 

2b.  209,212 
Bettezmente  Bill,  m,  167 
Ohristchurch  Clergy,  g.  346 
Departmental  Papers,  Obs.  120 
Education  Board  Scholarships,  m.  121 
Endowed  Schools  Bill,  q.  166 
Gimmerbum  Forest  Bill,  2b.  604 
Gum  and  Gumfields  Bill,  2b.  189 
Halswell  River  Drainage  District  Bill,  2b. 

609 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

m.  371 
Land  for  Settlements  BUI,  2b.  584 
Land-Borip,  m,  249 
Lundon,  J.,  Obs.  484 
Hew  Zealand  Institute  Bill,  t».  166 
Periodical  Returns,  m.  199 
Ramfall,  q.  84 
Rating  BUI,  2b.  404 
Representation  BiU  (No.  2),  m.  10 
Restraint  of  Monopolies  Bill,  2b.  126 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  229,  230 
Stock  Bill,  2b.  223 
Supply— 

m.  99 

Class  II..  101, 102, 106 

Class  m.,  58 

Class  v.,  112 

Class  VI.,  59 

Class  Vni.,  199,  201 

Hall-Jonb8,  Mr.  W.,  Timaru, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  3b.  490 
Doyle,  — ,  q,  629 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  580 
Major  Eeddell,  q.  254 

Halswell  Rvoer  Drainage  District  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  508  ;  2b.  609 

Hamlin,  Mr.  E.,  Franklin, 
Commandant  of  the  Forces,  q.  344 
Defence  Engineers,  q.  843 
Fryday,  N.,  q.  349 ;  w.  355 
Land-scrip,  m.  253 
Libel  Bill,  m.  257 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  m,  817,  820 
Pukekohe  Constable's  House,  q,  888 
Rangiriri  Monument,  q,  156 
Sergeant  Instructors,  q,  344 

Harbours  Bill, 
h..  Cons,  of  Amend.  511 

Habeness,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Nelson, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  192 ; 

Sb.  486 
Appointment  of  Teachers,  q,  562 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  85 
Flax,  q.  124 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  580 
North  of  Auckland  Roads,  m.  49 
West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves,  q.  564 
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Habt,  Hon.  B.,  Wellington, 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  273 

Hichs  Bay  TeUgremh, 
Ix,,  9.  (Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  Whitmoxe),  115, 141 

Hooo,  Mr.  A.  W.,  Micuterton, 

Adjouznment,  m.  92,  636 

Alooholio  Liquors  Sale  Oontrol  Bill,  8b.  443 

Aliens  Bill,  2b.  332 

Charitable  Aid,jr.  562 

Criminal  Code  ^1,  2b.  594 

Education  Board  Scholarships,  m,  122 

Eketahuna-Alfredton  Telephone,  q,  565 

Government  Insurance  Mortgages,  q,  849 

Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 
8b.  377 

Iiand  Bill,  2b.  603 

Land-scrip,  m.  250 

Ijunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  m,  553 

Meredith,  B.  R.,  m.  75,  79 

Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  m.  313 

Public  Works  Statement,  m,  54 

Salvation  Army,  q,  635 

Supply- 
Class  n.,  103, 105, 107 
Class  YUI.,  199 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  563 

Houston,  Mr.  B.  M.,  Bay  of  Islands, 
Departmental  Papers,  Obs.  119 
Gum  and  Gumfields  Bill,  2b.  189 
Eaihu  Railway  Timber- trucks,  a.  387 
Ijocal  Bodies'  Roadworks,  q,  387 
Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  BiU, 

2b.  589 
North  of  Auckland  Roads,  m.  47. 

HuTomsoN,  Mr.  G.,  Waitotmra, 
Adjournment,  m.  283,  637 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

278 ;  m.  392  ;  3b.  442 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  2b.  591 ;  m.  597 
District  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  596 
Government  Insurance  Advances,  q.  86 
(Government  Insurance  Rates  of  Interest,  q, 

684 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

fit.  364 
Iiand  Bill,  2b.  602 

Ministers'  Travelling-allowances,  q,  343 
Native    Trusts  and  Claims  Definition  and 

Registration  Bill,  m.  207 
Supply— 

m.  99 

Public  Trust,  61,  62,  65 
Tree-planting,  q.  844 
West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  m.  609, 

611 ;  3b.  642 

Hutchison,  Mr.  W.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Adjournment,  m.  90 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com* 

278;  m.  893 
Baby-farming,  q»  434 
Conspiracy  Law  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  381 


HUTOHXSOK,  Mr.  W. — continued. 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  2b.  596 
Dunedin  Hospital,  q.  847 
Education  Board  Scholarships,  tn,  121 
Gore  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  tn.  6 
Libel  BUI,  2.  255;  m.  256 
Lunatic  Aqrlum  Attendants,  m.  555 
Police  Superannuation,  q,  563 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  105 

Class  VI.,  60 


Imperial-guaranteed  Debentures, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Richardson),  164,  344,  354 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3), 
I.C.,  iB.,  2b.,  3b.  544 
h,t  iB.,  2b.,  8b.  548 

Industrial  Coneiliation  and  Arbitration  BUI, 
h,,  Com.  864  ;  8b.  879 
2.C.,  2b.  501 

InfUuB  of  Orimindls, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Duthie),  562 

Inspection  of  Machinery  Act, 
he,  q.  (Mr.  Jenkinson),  430 

Intoxicating  Liquors  (Supply  to  Children)  BiU^ 
2.C.,  2b.  1 

Ironsand, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith),  389 


Jenkinbon,  Hon.  J.  E.,  Canterbury, 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  151 ;  Com.  432,  545,  621 
Railway  Officers,  m.  141 

Jknnikgs,  Hon.  W.  T.,  Auckland, 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  294 

Intoxicating  Liquors  (Supply  to  Children) 
Bill,  2b.  3 

Jervis,  J,, 
h,,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  548 

Jordan  Ford  Bridge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buick),  388 

Joyce,  Mr.  J.,  Lyttelton, 
Cheviot  Road,  q,  633 
Colonel  Fox,  q,  254 
Lyttelton  Shipping  Office,  &o.,  q,  350 
Lyttelton  Unemployed,  q.  254 
lyttelton  Wharf-labourers,  q,  343 
Midland  Railway,  g.  254 
Prison  Warden  and  Matrons,  q.  349 
Railway  Saloon-carriages,  q,  164 ;  q.  344 

Juries  Bill, 

2u3.,lB.66;  2b.  116;  3b.  231 
h.,  IB.  242 
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Kaiapoi  Borough  Council  Vesting  Bill, 
Ic.y  IB.  141 ;  2b.  427  ;  SB.  544 

Kaihu  Railway  Timber-trucks, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Houston),  a87 

Kaitangata  Cemetery  Reserves  Sale  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  76 

Eafa,  Mr.  E.  TB  M.,  Northern  Maori,     ' 
Adjournment,  m.  687 
Federated  Maori  Assembly,  g.  634 
Mangamuka  Hotel,  g.  165 
Native  Land  Purohase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 

2b.  521 
Native  Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Bill,  2b, 

665 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  405 
West  Coast  Settlement  Beserves  Bill,  tn.  611 

Keddell,  Major, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Hall-Jones),  254 

Kblly,  Hon.  T.,  Taranaki, 
Education  Endowments,  m.  282 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  285,  804 ;  Com.  884 
Fencing  Bill,  m.  116 
Litozicating  Liquors  (Supply  to  Children) 

Bill,  2b.  3 
Library,  m.  613 

Kblly,  Mr.  J.,  InvercargUl, 
Adjournment,  m.  638 

Mr.  Eamshaw  and  the  Government,  m.  827 
Supply — 
Class  VIII.,  115 

Kelly,  Mr.  W.,  East  Coast, 
Crofter  Immigrants,  m.  628 
Departmental  Papers,  Obs.  120 
Gum  and  Gumfields  Bill,  2b.  188 
Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid,  g.  568 
Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 

2b.  639 
Niramona  Pini  Land-grants  Bill,  2b.  885 
North  of  Auckland  Boads,  m.  49 
Botorua  Sanatorium,  g,  86 
Supply—- 

Cla*8  VI.,  60 

Class  VIII.,  202 
Whakatane  Biver  Bridge,  g.  254 

Kelso  Bridge, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  T.  Mackenzie),  629 

Kemp,  Major, 
Z.C.,  m,  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  839 

Kerr,  "  Captain," 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Taylor),  888 

Kebb,  Hon.  J.,  Westland, 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  292 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

2b.  505 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Supply   to  Children) 
Bill,  2b.  3 


Kbbb,  Hon.  3,— continued. 
Taranaki  Belief  Fund  Distaribution  Bill,  2b. 
265,266 

Kiwitea  County  BUI, 
{.c,  2b.  887;  8b.  427 

Kumara  Mines, 
h.,  m,  (Colonel  Fraser),  621 

Kyngdcn  Land-grant  BUI, 
*.,  IB.  276;  2b.  588 


Labour  Department, 
h„  g.  (Mr.  Duthie),  125;  m.  (Mr.  Duthie),  125, 
355 

Lake,  Mr.  C,  Waikato, 
Adjournment,  m.  288 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  25 
Destitute  Natives,  g.  842 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  582 
Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 

2b.  536 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  228 
Stock  Bill,  2b.  225 
Supply — 

Class  Vin.,  114 
Waipa  and  Puniu  Maoris,  g.  276 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  276 

Land  BUI, 
fc.,  IB.  276;  2b.  601 

Land-drainage  Bill, 
h„  2b.  598 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill, 
h,,  IB.  276 ;  2b.  570 

Land-scrip, 
h.,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  248 ;  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  861 

Lawby,  Mr.  F.,  PameU, 
A.  J.  Coghlan,  m.  9 
Post-Offioe  Lady  Officials,  g,  890 

Lease-in-perpetuity  Selectors, 
h.,  g.  (C.  H.  MiUs),  86 

Legislative  Officers*  Salaries  Bill, 
h,,  IB.  341 

Libel  BUI, 
h.,  g,  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  255 

Library, 
Z.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson),  613 

Lighting  Oovemment  Buildings, 
A.,  m,  (Captain  Bussell),  485 

Lincoln  School  of  Agriculture, 
\    h,,  g,  (Mr.  EoUeston),  564 
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h,,  q.  (Mr.  Buokland),  484 

Local  Bodies*  Roadworks^ 
k,,  q.  (Mr.  Houston),  887 

Local  Tax  on  Unimproved  Land, 
h,t  q,  (Mr.  Palmer),  854 

Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants ,         ^ 
fc.,  2.  (Mr.  Fish),  549 

Lunatics  t 
*.,  q.  (Mr.  Pish),  649 

Lundon,  J., 

h.t  m.  (Mr.  J.  MoKenzie),  8 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Lawxy), 
438 

Lyttelton  Orphanage  Lands  Vesting  BiZ2, 
2.C.,  2b.  264  ;  8b.  887 
h.,  iB.  841 

Lyttelton  Shipping  Office^  <&c., 
fc.,  q,  (Mr.  Joyce),  350 

Lyttelton  Unemployed, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  254 

Lyttelton  Wharf-labourers, 
.  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Joyce),  843 


MacOregor,  Dr,, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pish),  549 

MacGbegob,  Hon.  J.,  Oto^o, 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  240,  266 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Supply  to  Ghildxen) 

Bill,  2b.  2 
Oamaru  Loans  Oonsolidation  Bill,  2b.  66, 69, 

72  ;  3b.  382,  429 
Otago    Harbour    Board   Empowering   Bill, 

Com.  4 

Mackenzie,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.,  Mount  Ida, 
Adjournment,  m.  140 
Banks'  and  Companies'  Accounts  Audit  Bill, 

2b.  211,  218 
Gambling  in  Clubs,  m.  851 
Ginunerbum  Porest  Bill,  2b.  606 
Jervis,  J.,  m.  549 
Eumara  Mines,  m,  628 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  576 
Land-scrip,  m.  252 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  m.  818 
Babbit  Nuisance,  q,  638 
Kepresentation  Bill  (No.  2),  iB.  10 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  656 

Mackenzie,  Mr.  T.,  Clutha, 
Adjournment,  m.  288,  856 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  175 ; 

Com.  863,  893 
Banks'  and  Companies'  Accounts  Audit  Bill, 

2b.  218 
Bush-firing,  q.  628 


Mackenzie,  Mr.  T. — continued. 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  206 
Education  Board  Scholarships,  m.  128 
Gum  and  Gumfields  Bill,  2b.  189 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

3b.  876 
Kelso  Bridge,  q.  629 
North  of  Auckland  Roads,  m,  48 
Pablic  Works  Statement,  m.  55 
Bating  Bill,  2b.  410 
Bestraint  of  Monopolies  Bill,  2b.  134 
Stock  Bill,  2b.  222 
Supply — 

m.  96 

Class  n.,  101, 102, 105 

Class  III.,  67,  58 

Class  VI..  59 

Class  VIII.,  201,  &c. 

Public  Trust  Account,  61,  63,  64,  65 
Thursday  Sittings,  m.  390 

Mackintosh,  Mr.  J.,  Wallace, 
Aliens  Bill,  2b.  338 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  m,  816 

Magistrates*  Courts  Bill, 
h„  2b.  588 

Manawatu  Railway  Company, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McLean),  358 

Manawatu  Railway  Company*s  Lands, 
h,,  q,  (Dr.  Newman),  254 

Manawatu  River  Bridge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  633 

Mangamuka  Eotel, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Kapa),  165 

Mangatu  No.  1  Empowering  Bill, 
Ic,  IB.  231 ;  2b.  337 ;  3b.  613 
h,,  3b.  243 

Mantell,  Hon.  W.  B.  D.,  Wellington, 
Library,  m.  618 

Martini-Henry  Rifles, 
Z.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  Whitmore),  264 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Duthie),  124,  277 

McCuLLOUQH,  Hon.  W.,  Auckland, 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  144 

McGowAN,  Mr.  J.,  Thames, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  183 
Eumara  Mines,  m.  625 
Moanataiari  Tunnel,  q.  434 
bating  Bill,  2b.  412 
Thames  and  Coromandel  Hospitals,  q.  562 

McGuiBE,  Mr.  P.,  Egmont, 
Adjournment,  m.  90 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  38 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  206 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  578 
Meredith,  R.  R.,  m.  11 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers*  and  Volunteers' 

Claims,  q»  81 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  m.  810,  820 
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MoGuiBS,  Mr.  F. — conHnued. 
Rating  BiU,  Sb.  413 
Stook  BiU,  SB.  221 
Taranaki  Koadg,  g.  82 ;  q.  124 
West  Ooast  Settlement  Besenres  Bill,  Oom. 
612;  8b.  640,  641,  648 

McEbnzie,  Mr.  J.,  Waitaki  (Minister  of  Lands 
and  Immigration,  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
and  Commissioner  of  Forests), 

Adjournment,  m.  91 

Agricultural  Journal,  q,  889 

Awakino  Block,  q.  664 

Bush-firing,  q,  628 

Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  12,  40 

Cheviot  Boad,  q,  683 

Codlin-moth,  q,  354 

Correspondence  with  Agent-General,  q,  88 

Deferred-payment  Thiids,  q.  849 

Education  Endowments,  m,  277 

Flax,  q.  124 ;  m.  843 

Foster,  B.,  q.  563 

Gimmerburn  Forest  Bill,  2b.  608,  605,  606 

(jk>vemmeDt  Employes*  Wages,  629 

Gum  and  Gum6elds  BiU,  2b.  138 

Halswell  Biver  Drainage  District  BiU,  2b.  609 

Jervis,  J.,  m,  548 

Kelso  Bridge,  q.  629 

Land  Bill,  2b.  601, 608 

Land-drainage  Bill,  2b.  598,  600 

Land  for  Settlements  BiU,  2b.  570,  582,  586 

Land-scrip,  m.  247,  253 

Lease-in-perpetuity  Selectors,  q,  86 

Lincoln  School  of  Agriculture,  q,  564 

Lloyd,  J.  A.,  q.  484 

Local  Bodies'  Roadworks,  q.  887 

Lundon,  J.,  m.  8 

Lyttelton  Wharf-labourers,  g.  348 

Manawatu  Railway  Company's  Lands,  q,  255 

Meredith,  R.  R.,  q.  75 

Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  BiU, 
2b.  511,  540 

North  Island  Roads,  q.  484 

Rabbit  Nuisance,  q,  633 

Babbit-pest,  m.  391 

Rabbit-poisoning,  q.  846 

Rainfall,  q,  84 

Rotorua  Sanatorium,  q,  86 

Small-birds  Nuisance,  q.  386 

Small  Farmers,  q.  81 

Stock  BUI,  2b.  213,  225 

Supply,  m.  97 

Taranaki  Roads,  q.  82 ;  q.  124 

Temuka  Park,  q,  887 

Tree-planting,  g.  86 ;  q.  844 

Volunteers'  Claims  to  Scrip,  q.  81 

Waipa  and  Puniu  Maoris,  q,  277 

Wairoa  Roads,  q.  166 

Waitaki  Land,  q.  565 

Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields  Administra- 
tion BUI,  2b.  607 

Westport  Colliery  Reserves,  q,  87 

Whakatane  River  Bridge,  q,  254 

Wire-netting,  q,  846 

McLEiLN,  Hon.  G.,  Otcigot 
AlcohoUc  Liquors  Sale  Control  BiU,  2b.  615, 

616 
Aliens  BUI,  2b.  829 


MoLban,  Hon.  G. — continued. 
Education  Endowments,  m.  232 
Electoral  BUI,  2b.  801 ;  Com.  432,  508,  644 

fto.,620 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  BiU, 

2b.  502 
Major  Kemp,  m.  840 

Mangatu  No.  1  Empowering  BUI,  2b.  839 
Gamaru  Loans  ConsoUdation  Bill,  8b.  882, 428 
Taranaki  Relief  Fund  Distribution  Bill,  2b. 

266 

McLban,  Mr.  W.,  Wellington^ 
Alcoholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  BiU,  Com. 

862,395;  8b.  477,  488 
Banks  and  Bankers  BUI,  2b.  570 
Gambling  in  Clubs,  m.  850 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  BiU, 

8b.  376 
Kumara  Mines,  m.  627 
Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  m.  552 
Manawatu  Railway  Company,  q.  853 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  412,  421 
Reefton  Mining  Companies,  m.  680,  631 
Supply — 

Class  n.,  104,  &c. 

Class  VIII.,  199 

Public  Trust  Account,  61 

MsBEDiTH,  Mr.  R.,  Ashley, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

895 ;  8b.  487 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  BiU,  2b.  22 
Education  Board  Scholarships,  m.  122 
Land  for  Settlements  BUI,  2b.  577 
Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  m.  567 
PupU-teachers,  q,  886 
School  Songs,  q,  844 
Small-birds  Nuisance,  q.  386 
Stock  Bill,  2b.  222 
Supply — 

Class  VIII.,  113.  201 

Public  Trust  Account,  61,  64 
Teachers'  Salaries,  q.  562 

Meredith,  R.  R., 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Hogg),  75 

Midland  Railway, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Joyce),  254 

Midland  Railway  Company, 
h»,  m,  (Mr.  Seddon),  8 

Mills,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Waimea-Picton, 
Alcoholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  BiU,  Com. 

263 ;  8b.  491 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  BiU,  2b.  82 
Coghlan,  A.  J.,  m.  9 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  2b.  594 
Eamshaw,  Mr.,  and  the  Government,  m.  824 
Kumara  Mines,  m.  622 
Lease-in-perpetuity  Selectors,  q,  86 
Libel  BUI,  m.  256,  257 

Mills,  Mr.  J.,  Port  Chalmers, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

895 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  m,  312 
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Iftfies  SiaUment  and  Beport^ 
%.,  fit.  (Dr.  Newm&n),  855 

JftfitngBilt, 
2.C.,  3b.  115 

Iftntnj^  Companies  BiU, 

Miniteten'  TraveUing-allowanceSf 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hatohison)»  848 

MiTCHBLSON,  Mr.  E.,  Eden, 
Child  arrested  at  Devonport,  q.  841 
Departmental  Papers,  Obs.  120 
Liindon,  J.,  m,  438 
Mangata  No.  1  Empowering  Bill,  8b.  488, 

484 
Katiye  Land  Purchase  and  Aoqoisition  Bill, 

2b.  516 
Kative-land  Purchases,  m.  125 
Niramona  Pini  Land-grants  Bill,  2b.  885 
North  of  Auckland  Boads,  m.  48 
Supply — 

Glass  HL,  57 

Glass  VL,  59 

Public  Trust  Account,  62,  68,  65 

Moanaiaiari  Tunnel^ 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  McGowan),  484 

MokiMnui  and  Lyell  Auriferous  Country f 
K  q.  (Mr.  O'Gonor),  885 

Mokoreta  Cemetery  Reserve  BiU, 
2.C.,  iB.  1;  2b.  837;  8b.  427 
K  iB.  488 

Montoombby,  Hon.  W.,  Canterbury  (Member 

of  Executive  Council), 
Education  Endowments,  m.  281,  282,  481 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  268 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

2b.  501 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill,  2b.  507 

UooBB,  Mr.  B.,  Kaiapoi^ 
Adjournment,  m.  282 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

277,  874,  898,  894 
Amounts  paid  to  Members,  q,  858 
Chiistchurch  Night  Watchman,  q,  564 
Eyre  and  Ashley  Rivers,  a.  255 ;  g.  848 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  57B 
Old  Soldiers*  Claims,  m.  815 
Ordnance  and  Warlike  Stores,  m.  12 
Bating  Bill,  2b.  417 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  109,  &c. 

Class  VI.,  60 

Class  VIII.,  202 

Public  Trust  Account,  64 

Mosgiel  Courthouse, 
K  2*  (Mr.  Camoross),  629 


Napier  Breakwater, 
K  2.  (Mr.  Swan),  562 


N. 


Napier,  Taupo,  dc.,  Boads, 
h.,  m.  (Sir  B.  Stout),  855 

Nati/oe  Acts, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Parata),  564 

Natwe  Affairs  Committee, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  12 

NaUve  Land  Court  Ceriifleates  ConfirmaHon 

Bill, 
I.C.,  2b.  548 

NaUve  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 
h,,  2b.  511 

NaUoe-land  Purchases, 
K,  m,  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  125 

Native  Land  (Validation  of  TiHes)  BiU, 
h.,  2b.  565 

Native  Trusts  and  Claims  Definition  and  Re- 
gistration BUI, 
h.,  Com.  206 
I.C.,  IB.  264 ;  2b.  841 

NawU  and  Military  Settlers*  and  Volunteers' 
Claims, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  McGuire),  81 

Newican,  Dr.  A.  K.,  Hutt, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  187 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  21 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  2b.  592 
Education  Endowments,  m.  277 
Friendly  Societies,  q,  853 
Gambling  in  Clubs,  m.  850 
Land-drainage  Bill,  2b.  600 
Manawatu   Bailway   Company's   Lands,  q, 

254 
Mines  Statement  and  Beport,  m.  855 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  m.  316 
Personal  Explanation,  Obs.  6 
Post  Office  Bill,  2b.  209 
Bating  Bill,  2b.  415 
Supply — 

m.  98 

Class  n.,  101, 104, 105,  &o. 

Class  Vin.,  201 
Thursday  Sittings,  m.  890 

New  Zealand  Institute  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  166 

New  Zealand  Rifle  Association, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Shera),  82 

Nine-mile  Ferry-Westport  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  389 

Niramona  Pini  Land-grants  BUI, 
h,,  2b.  385 

North  Canterbury  Board  of  Education, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  168 

North  Island  Roads, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith),  484 
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North  of  Auckland  Roads, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Palmer),  45 

Notices  in  Lobby  as  to  Members, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  341 

Noxious  Weeds  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  243 

Noxious  Weeds  (No.  8)  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  385 


Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  BUI, 
Z.c,  2b.  66 ;  3b.  382,  427 

O'CoNOB,  Mr.  E.  J.,  Buller, 
Adjournment  (Taranaki  Ironsand),  m.  358 
Alcoholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  191 ; 

m.  394,  396 ;  Com.  397  ;  3b.  479 
Aliens  Bill,  2b.  327 
Electoral  Bolls,  q.  889 
Fisher,  G.,  m.  161 
Gambling  in  Clubs,  m.  351 
Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  m,  556 
Mokihinui  and  Lyell    Auriferous    Country, 

q.  385 
Nine-mile  Ferry-Westport  Telephone,  q.  389 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Kep.  Sel.  Com.  319,  320 
Privilege  (Presentation  of  Petitions),  Obs.  6 
Beef  ton  Mining  Companies,  m.  631 
Bestraint  of  Monopolies  Bill,  2b.  180 
Takakar-CoUingwood  Boad,  q.  631 

Old  Soldiers*  Claims, 
h.,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  310 

Olivbb,  Hon.  B.,  Otago, 
Alcoholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  617 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  234 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

2b.  501, 502 
Library,  w.  613 

Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  69 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill,  m.  4 

Orchard,  D.  B., 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Palmer),  85 

Order  of  Business, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon),  861 

Order  Paper, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Earnshaw),  353 

Ordnance  and  Warlike  Stores, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Moore),  12 

Obmoisd,  Hon.  J.  D.,  Napier, 
Fencing  Bill,  m.  116 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Supply  to   Children) 

Bill,  2b.  8 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  69 ; 

3b.  383,  427 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill,  m.  4 

Otago  and  Southland  Education  Reserves, 
Ic,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds),  430 


Otago  Harbour  Board  Empowering  BiU, 
Lc,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor),  4 ;  8b.  382 

Otago  University  Reserve  Bill, 
h,,  IB.  276 

Otahuhu  Courthouse, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buckland),  434 

Otaki  Schoolhouse, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Wilson),  388 

Otorohanga  Native  Land  Court, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Shera),  847,  563 


Painting  Customhouse,  dc,  Dunedin, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Earnshaw),  123 

Palmeb,  Mr.  J.,  Waitemata, 
Aliens  Bill,  2b.  384 
Codlin-mot^,  q.  354 
Constables  and  Detectives,  q,  82 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  2b.  593 
Detectives,  q.  355 
Gum  and  Gumfields  Bill,  2b.  140 
Gumfields,  q,  563 
Jervis,  J.,m.  548 

Local  Tax  on  Unimproved  Land,  q.  354 
North  of  Auckland  Beads,  m.  46 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  810,  318 
Orchard,  D.  B.,  g.  85 
Photographing  Prisoners,  q.  631 
Bating  Bill,  2b.  416 
Bepresentation  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  10 
Stock  BiU,  2b.  222 
Supply- 
Public  Trust  Account,  63 
Class  VIII.,  203 

Palmerston  North  Courthouse, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  85 

Pabata.,  Mr.  T.,  Southern  Maori, 
Bluff  Native  Hostelry,  q,  435 
Mangatu  No.  1  Empowering  Bill,  Bep.  Sel. 

Com.  and  3b.  243 
Native  Acts,  q.  564 
Bating  Bill,  2b.  408 
South  Island  Landless  Natives,  q.  84 
Stamp  BUI,  2b.  228 
Wairarapa  Lake,  q.  85 

Parliamentary  Acts  Printing  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  6 

Pattesson^s  Estate, 
h.,  g-.  (Mr.  Wright).  87 

Peacock,  Hon.  J.  T.,  Canterbury, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  BUI,  2b.  619 
Electoral  BUI,  Com.  432 
Intoxicating   Liquors   (Supply  to  ChUdren) 

BiU,  2b.  3 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  3b.  429 
Otago    Harbour    Board    Empowering    Bill, 

m.  4 
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Periodical  Retuma^ 
h.,  m.  (Sir  J.  HaU),  199 

Personal  Explanation^ 
fc.,  Oba.  (Dr.  Newman),  6 

Phabaztn,  Hon.  R.,  Wellington,  , 

Edacation  Endowments,  m.  282 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

2b.  504 
Intoxicating  Liquors    (Supply  to  Children) 

Bill,  2b.  2 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  3b.  429 

Pharmacy  BiUy 
I.C.,  8b.  884 
h,,  IB.  483 

Photographing  Prisoners, 
Ky  ff.  (Mr.  Palmer),  631 ;  m.  (Mr.  Fish),  686 

PiNKEBTON,  Mr.  D.,  City  of  Dunidin, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  8b.  480 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

m.  372 
Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  m.  652 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  817 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  105 

Police  Superannuation, 
fc.,  g.  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  663 

Pollen,  Hon.  D.,  Auckland, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  616 
Deceased  Husband's  Brother  Marriage  Bill, 

2b.  117, 119 
Education  Endowments,  m.  232 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  286 
Kemp,  Major,  m.  839 

Mangatu  No.  1  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  387, 889 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  3b.  382 
Pharmacy  Bill,  8b.  384 
Public  Domains  Bill,  m.  6. 
Taranaki  Belief  Fund  Distribution  Bill,  2b. 
266 

Portraits  of  Eminent  Members, 
*.,2.  (Mr.  Fisher),  846 

Post  Office  BUI, 
/i.,  2b.  207;  8b.  621 

Post  Office  Lady  Officials, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Lawiy),  890 

Prison  Warders  and  Matrons, 
fc.,  q,  (Mr.  Joyce),  349 

Privilege:  Presentation  of  Petitions, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  6 

Public  Domains  Bill, 
2.C.,  Dis.  6 

Public  Reserves  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  76 

Public  Revenues  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  242 

2—81 


Public  Trust  Office  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  276 

Ptiblic  Works  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  341 

Public  Works  Statement, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  KoUeston),  51 

Pukekohe  Constable*s  House, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  HanUin),  388 

Pupil-teachers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  886 


Rabbit  Nuisance, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  633 

Rabbit-pest, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  J.  McKenzie),  391 

RabbU-poisoning, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Allen),  345 

Railway  EmploySs, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Duncan),  890 

Railway  Officers, 
Z.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson),  141 

Railway  Saloon-carriages, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Joyce),  164,  344 

Rainfall, 
A.,  2.  (Sir  J.  Hall),  84 

Rangiriri  Monument, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  156 

Rating  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  898 

Reefton  Mining  Companies, 
%.,g.  (Sir  B.  Stout),  680 

Beeves,  Mr.  W.  P.,  City  of  Christchurch 
(Minister  of  Education,  Minister  of  Labour, 
Minister  of  Justice,  and  Commissioner  of 
Stamp  Duties), 

Adjournment,  m,  635,  &c. 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  187 ; 
3b.  465,  479, 495 

Appointment  of  Teachers,  q.  662 

Baby-farming,  q,  434 

Bull's  State-school  Teacher,  q,  848 

''  Captain  "  Kerr,  q,  388 

Charitable  Aid,  q.  562 

Conspiracy  Law  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  879, 
381 

Criminal  Code  BiU,  2b.  590,  696 ;  m.  697 

Departmental  Papers,  Obs.  119 

Direct  Veto  Bill,  Obs.  248 

District  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill, 
2b.  698 

Dunedin  Hospital,  q.  847 

Earnshaw,  Mr.,  and  the  Oovemment,  m,  826 

Education  Board  Scholarships,  q.  120 ;  m,  122 

Endowed  Schools  Bill,  Obs.  166 
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Reeves,  Mr.  W.  P. — continued, 
Fisher,  G.,  m.  158, 162 
Qum  and  Gumflelds  Bill,  2b.  138 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid,  q.  568 
Industrial  Oonoiliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

m.  373,  374 ;  3b.  378 
Reddell,  Major,  B.M.,  9.  254 
Labour  Department,  o.  125 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  581 
Libel  Bill,  m.  256 
Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  q.  549 ;  m.  552, 

555 
Lunatics,  q.  549 

Lyttelton  Shipping  Office,  &o.,  q.  350 
Macgregor,  Dr.,  q.  549 
Magistrates'  Courts  Bill,  2b.  588 
Mangamuka  Hotel,  q.  165 
Native  Acts,  a,  564 

North  Canterbury  Board  of  Education,  g.l63 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Bep.  Com.  315,  319 
Orchard,  D.  B.,  q,  86 
Otaki  Schoolhouse,  q,  388 
Otorohanga  Native  Land  Court,  q.  563 
Pattesson's  Estate,  q.  87 
Photographing  Prisoners,  q,  633 ;  m.  635,  638 
Prison  Warders  and  Matrons,  q.  349 
Pakekohe  Constable's  House,  q,  388 
Pupil-teachers,  q.  386 
Railway  Saloon-carriages,  g.  164 
Restraint  of  Monopolies  Bill,  2b.  128 
Russell,  C.  J.,  g.  166 

Sale  of  Alcoholic  Liquor  at  Sydenham,  q,  565 
Salvation  Army,  q,  343, 685 
School  Songs,  q.  344 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  661 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  228,  231 
Supply — 

Glass  v.,  112 

Class  VIII.,  113 

Class  VIIL,  113  &c.,  199  &c.,  203 
Taranaki  Highwayman,  q,  164 
Teachers'  Salaries,  q,  562 
Teachers'  Superannuation,  q.  345 
Thames  and  Coromandel  Hospitals,  q.  562 
Wanganui  Hospital  Attendant,  q.  165 

B^preuntaiion  BiU  (No,  2), 
h,,  iB.  10 

BestraitU  of  Monopolies  Bill, 
%.,  2b.  126 

Bbtkolds,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Otago, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  619 
Bank-note  Issue  Bill,  2b.  547 
Education  Endowments,  m,  231 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  289 
Government  Bills,  m.  480,  431 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Supply  to  Children) 

BUI,  2b.  1 
Kemp,  Major,  m,  839,  340 
Library,  m,  618 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  71 ;  dB. 

383 
Otago  and  Southland  Education  Reserves, 

971.480 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill,  m.  4 
Taranaki  Belief  Fund  Distribution  Bill,  2b. 

265,266 


Rhodes,  Mr.  A.  E.  G.,  Oeraidiney 
Adjournment,  m.  283 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  m.  394 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  206 
Endowed  Schools  Bill,  Obs.  166 
Foster,  R.,  q.  563 
Gum  and  Gumflelds  Bill,  2b.  140 
Land-scrip,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  254 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  311 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  228 
Stock  Bill,  2b.  225 
Supply — 

Class  IL,  102,  &o. 

Class  III.,  58 

Class  VI.,  59 

Class  VII.,  113 

Class  VIII.,  200,  202 

Public  Trust  Account,  61 
Temuka  Park,  q.  387 
Volunteer  Claims  to  Scrip,  q.  80 

RiCHABDSON,  Hon.  E.,  C.M.G.,  Wellington^ 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill,  m,  4 

RiCHABDSON,  Mr.  G.  F.,  Mataura, 
Adjournment,  tn.  288 
Bank-note  Issue  Bill,  m.  569 
Banks*  and  Companies'  Accounts  Audit  Bill, 

2b.  209 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  16 
Deferred-payment  Thirds,  q,  848 
Gore  Electric  Lighting  Bill.  3b.  6,  8 
Imperial-guaranteed  Debentures,  q,  164, 344, 

354 
Land-scrip,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  245,  251,  254,  361 
Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 

2b.  524 
North  of  Auckland  Roads,  m.  50 
Periodical  Returns,  m.  199 
Public  Works  Statement,  tn.  57 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  401 
Stock  BiU,  2b.  221 
Supply — 

Glass  II.,  108,  &c. 

Class  UI.,  58 

Class  v..  Ill 

Class  VI.,  60 

Class  VIII.,  204 

Riaa,  Hon.  J.,  Wellington, 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  297 ;  Com.  508,  545,  646, 

620,  621 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

2b.  504 

Biverton  Harbour  Board  Empowering  BiU, 
h.,  Com.  125 

Boads  Validation  BUI, 
h,,  IB.  385 

Bohe  Potae  Investigation  of  Title  Bill, 
I.e.,  iB.  231 ;  2b.  264 ;  8b.  382. 

RoLLBSTON,  Mr.  W.,  Halswell, 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  3b.  435, 

495 ;  Obs.  509 
Bank-note  Issue  Bill,  2b.  569 
Banks  and  Bankers  Bill,  2b.  570 
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RoLLESTON,  Mr.  Yf ,— continued, 

Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  20 

Correspondence  with  Agent- General,  q.  88 

Oimmerburn  Forest  Bill,  2b.  604 

H.M.S.  "Victoria,"  Obs.  83 

Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 
m.  866 ;  8b.  876 

Land  Bill,  2b.  601 

Land  Drainage  Bill,  2b.  599 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  572 

Lincoln  School  of  Agriculture,  q.  564 

Lundon,  J.,  m.  438 

Midland  Railway  Company,  m.  8 

Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 
2b.  529 

Order  of  Business,  Obs.  861 

Public  Works  Statement,  m,  51 

Rabbit-pest,  tn.  891 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  651 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  101,  &c. 
Class  VI.,  59 
Class  VXII.,  118,  &c. 
w.  97 
Public  Trust  Account,  62,  &o. 

Thursday  Sittings,  m.  890 

West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  m,  610 ; 
8b.  642 

Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields  Administra- 
tion Bill,  2b.  608 

Botorua  Sanatorium^ 
fc.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  86 

RussELii,  Captain  W.  R.,  Hawkers  Bay, 
Adjournment  (Taranaki  Ironsand),  m.  859 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  185 ; 

m.  895 
Banks'  and  Companies'  Accounts  Audit  Bill, 

2b.  209,  212 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  206 
Defence,  q.  166 

Gum  and  Gumfields  Bill,  2b.  186, 188 
Lighting  Government  Buildings,  m.  435 
Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  m.  556 
Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 

2b.  515 
North  of  Auckland  Roads,  m.  51 
Post-office  Bill,  2b.  208  ;  m.  209 
Public  Works  Statement,  m.  53 
Representation  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  11 
Riverton  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

Com.  125 
Stock  BUI,  2b.  217 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  101,  &c. 
Wairoa  Roads,  q.  166 
Wanganui  Hospital  Attendant,  q.  165 

RusaeU,  C.  J., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Sandford),  166 

S. 

Sale  of  AlcohoUe  Liquor  at  Sydenham, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stoutf,  564 

Salvation  Army, 
*.,Obi.  (Mr.  Taylor),  843;  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  635 


Sahdpobd,  Mr.  E.,  City  of  Christchurch, 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  177; 
Com.  281 ;  m,  396;  Recom.  897;  3b.  472 

Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  27 ;  Com. 
566 

RusseU,  C.  J.,  q,  166 

Supply- 
Class  v.,  112 

Saundbbs,  Mr.  A.,  Selwyn, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  m.  396 ; 

3b.  463,  &c. ;  Pass.  499 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  26 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

w.  871 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  653 

School  Libraries, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Wilson),  629 

School  Songs, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  844 

Scotland,  Hon.  H.,  Taranaki, 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  150 

Intoxicating  Liquors  (Supply  to  Children) 
Bill,  2b.  2 

Sbddon,  Hon.  R.  J.,  Westland  (Premier,  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works,  Minister  of  Mines, 
and  Minister  of  Defence), 

Adjournment,  m.  89,  &o. ;  m.  140,  &c. ;  m. 
282,  Ac. ;  w.  357 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  168, 
&o. ;  Com.  262,  282 ;  tn.  892,  &g.  ;  Recom. 
397 ;  SB.  897,  488 ;  Pass.  491,  &o. ;  Obs. 
609,  &c. 

Aliens  Bill,  2b.  387 

Auckland  Firemen  and  Drivers,  q,  82 

Auckland  Rifle  Association,  q.  358 

Banks'  and  Companies'  Accounts  Audit  Bill, 
2b.  211 

Betterments  Bill,  m.  167 

Bills  affecting  Local  Bodies,  g.  388    * 

Bonus  to  Iron  Industry,  q.  852 

Child  arrested  at  Devonport,  q.  342 

Christchurch  Night  Watchman,  q.  564 

Coghlaii,  A.  J.,  m.  9 

Commandant  of  the  Forces,  q.  844 

Constables  and  Detectives,  q.  82 

Co-operative  Works,  q,  853 

Criminal  Code  Bill,  q,  354 ;  2b.  593 ;  m.  597 

Defence,  g.  166 

Defence  Engineers,  q.  344 

Departmental  Papers,  Obs.  120 

Detectives,  q,  355 

Dunedin  Burgess  Roll,  q,  88 

Egmont  County  Bill,  Com.  125 

Electoral  Districts,  q.  354 

Ellesmere  Lake  Lands  Bill,  m.  648 

Eyre  and  Ashley  Rivers,  q.  255  ;  q.  848 

Fire-brigades,  q,  434 

Fisher,  G.,  m.  158,  &o. ;  Obs.  168 

Fox,  Colonel,  q.  254 

Friendly  Societies,  g.  854 

Fryday,  N.,  q.  164 ;  q,  349 

Gambling  in  Clubs,  q,  850,  &o, 

Goldfieldj  Committee,  m.  12 
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Seddon,  Hon.  R.  J. — continued, 
Govermnent  Insuranoe  AdvanceSi  q,  86 
Government  Legal  Business,  g.  362 
Government  Residences,  g.  436 
Gum  and  Gumfields  Bill,  2b.  139 
Gumfields,  g.  563 
Influx  of  Criminals,  q.  662 
Ironsand,  q.  389 
Jordan  Ford  Bridge,  q.  388 
Kaihu  Railway  Timber- trucks,  q.  387 
Kumara  Mines,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  626 
Laud-scrip,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  248,  &c. ;  m.  361 
Libel  Bill,  q,  266  ;  m,  266,  &c. 
Lundon,  J.,  m.  8 
Lyttelton  Unemployed,  q,  264 
Manawatu  Railway  Company,  q.  S63 
Manawatu  River  Bridge,  g.  633 
^angatu  No.  1  Empowering  Bill,  m.  243 
Martini-Henry  Rifles,  q.  124  ;  g.  277 
Midland  Railway,  g.  264 
Midland  Railway  Company,  m.  8 
Moanataiari  Tunnel,  g.  434 
Mokihinui  and  Lyell  Auriferous  Country,  g. 

386 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  m.  12 
Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 

2b.  616,  618 
Native  Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Bill,  2b. 

566 
New  Zealand  Institute  Bill,  m.  166 
New  Zealand  Rifle  Association,  g.  82 
North  of  Auckland  Roads,  m.  49 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  311,  &o. 
Order  of  Business,  Obs.  361 
Order  Paper,  g.  363 
Otahuhu  Courthouse,  g.  434 
Painting  Customhouse,  &c.,  Dunedin,  g.  123, 

&c. 
Palmerston  North  Courthouse,  g.  86 
Periodical  Returns,  m.  199 
Police  Superannuation,  g.  663 
Portraits  of  Eminent  Members,  g.  846 
Publio  Works  Statement,  m.  63,  &c. 
Railway  Saloon-carriages,  g.  344 
Rangiriri  Monument,  g.  166 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  411 
Reefton  Mining  Companies,  g.  630 
Representation  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  10,  &o. 
Restraint  of  Monopolies  Bill,  2b.  126,  &c. 
Sergeant  Instructors,  g.  344 
Smith,  E.  M.,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  649 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  229 
Supply— 

m.  96,  &c. 

Class  II.,  101,  &c. 

Class  VI.,  69 

Class  VIII.,  202,  Ac. 

Public  Trust  Account,  62,  &c. 
Thursday  Sittings,  m,  390 
"  Victoria,"  H.M.S.,  Obs.  83,  Ac. 
West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  3b.  642 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields  Administra- 
tion Bill,  2b.  608 

Sergeant  Instructors^ 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  344 

Sheep-shears^ 
fc.,  g.  (Mr.  Buick),  163 


Sheba,  Mr.  J.  M.,  City  of  Auckland^ 

Adjournment,  m.  140 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com.  862 

Auckland  Firemen  and  Drivers,  g.  82 

Auckland  Rifle  Association,  g.  363 

Awakino  Block,  g.  664 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  206 

Land-scrip,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  243,  &c. 

Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 
2b.  637 

Native  Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Bill,  2b. 
665 

New  Zealand  Rifle  Association,  g.  82 

North  of  Auckland  Roads,  ni,  48 

Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  814,  &c. 

Otorohanga  Native  Land  Court,  g.  347;  g. 
663 

Restraint  of  Monopolies  Bill,  2b.  126,  &c. 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  662 

Supply- 
Class  II..  109 
Class  VIII.,  113,  199,  &c. 
Public  Trust  Account,  66 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Billt 
h,.  Com.  643 

Shbimski,  Hon.  S.  E.,  Otago, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  615 
Education  Endowments,  m.  231 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  286 ;  Com.  646,  620  &c. 
Government  Bills,  m.  431 
Intoxicating   Liquors  (Supply  to  Children) 

Bill,  2b.  1,  &o. 
Kemp,  Major,  m.  340 
Library,  m.  613 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  70; 

3h.  383,  428 
Ota^o  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill,  m.  4 
Pharmacy  Bill,  3b.  384 
Sunday  Trading,  m.  74 
Taranaki  Relief  Fund  Distribution  Bill,  2b. 

266 

Small-birds  Nuisance^ 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Meredith),  386 

Small  Farmers, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Duthie),  81 

Smith,  E.  W., 
fe..  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  649 

Smith,  Mr.  E.  M.,  New  Plymouth, 
Adjournment,  nt.  90  ;  m.  356,  &c. 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  3b.  454 
Ironsand,  g.  389 
North  Island  Roads,  g.  434 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  407 
Stock  Bill,  2b.  219 
Supply — 

w.  96 

Class  v.,  112 

Class  VI.,  60 
Taranaki  Highwayman,  g.  164 

Smith,  Mr.  W.  C,  Waipawa, 
Fire-brigades,  g.  434 
Weber-Wimbledon  Mail-servioe,  g.  344 
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SoiUh  Island  LandUu  Natives^ 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Parata),  84 

SFEA.KEB,  Hon.  the,  Z.o.  (Hon.  H.   J.   Miller), 

Ot(igo, 
Education  Endowments,  m.  232 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  153,285 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

2b.  501 
Mangatu  No.  1  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  339 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  Sb.  883 

Speakeb,  Mr.,  h,  (Major  W.  J.  Steward),  Wat- 

maiBf 
Adjournment,  m.  90,  &c ;  m.  140,  &o.;  m,  282, 

&o.;  m.  360;  m.  636 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  173, 

&o,;  m.  393  ;  8r.  455,  &c.;  Obs.  509,  &c. 
Banks  and  Bankers  Bill,  Pass.  570 
Banks'  and  Comnanies*  Accounts  Audit  Bill, 

2b.  210  &c. 
•   Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  40 
Coghlan,  A.  J.,  Kep.  Sel.  Com.  9 
Count-out,  Obs.  337 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  205 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  2b.  594,  &c.;  m.  597 
Departmental  Papers,  Obs.  120 
Eamshaw,  Mr.,  and  the  Government,  m.  324, 

&c. 
Endowed  Schools  Bill,  Obs.  166 
Fisher,  G.,  m.  158,  &c.;  Obs.  163 
Gambling  in  Clubs,  m.  351 
Gimmerbum  Forest  Bill,  2b.  605 
Gum  and  Gumfields  Bill,  2b.  188,  &c. 
Halswell  River  Drainage  District  Bill,  Obs.  609 
Harbours  Bill,  tn,  511 
Jervis,  J.,  Obs.  648  ;  m.  648,  Ac. 
Kumara  Mines,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  622,  &c. 
Land-scrip,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  251,  &o. 
Libel  Bill,  m,  256,  &c. 
Lundon,  J.,  m.  8 ;  Ob^.  433 ;  m,  434 
Meredith,  B.  R.,  m.  79,  <&c. 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers*  and  Volunteers' 

Claims,  q.  82 
North  of  Auskland  Boads,  m.  46,  &c. 
Notices  in  Lobby  as  to  Members,  Obs.  341 
Old  Soldiers*  Claims,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  317,  &c. 
Painting  Customhouse,  &c.,  Dunedin,  q,  123, 

Ac. 
Photographing  Prisoners,  q.  682 
Privilege,  Obs.  6 

Public  Works  Statement,  m.  54,  &c. 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  407 
Representation  Bill  (No.  2^,  m.  10 
Restraint  of  Monopolies  Bill,  2b.  128,  &c. 
Small  Farmers,  q.  81 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  229,  &c. 
Taranaki  Roads,  g.  124 
"Victoria,"  H.M.S.,  Obs.  83,  Ac. 
Volunteer  Claims  to  Scrip,  q.  81 
Wanganui  Hospital  Attendant,  q,  165 
West  Coast    Settlement    Reserves  Bill,  m. 

609,  Ac. 

Stamp  Bill, 
K  2b.  228 ;  3b.  621 

Stevens,  Hon.  E.  C.  J.,  Canterbury, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  615 


Stevens,  Hon.  E.  C.  J,— continued. 
Bank-note  Issue  Bill,  2b.  547 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  302 
Fencing  Bill,  2b.  5,  Ac. 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Supply  to  Children) 

Bill,  2b.  1 
Mangatu  No.  1  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  838 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  67 ; 

3b.  382,  428 
Sunday  Trading,  m.  73,  Ac. 
Workmen's  Wages  BiU,  2b.  607 

STBWA.BT,  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE,  Ota^o, 

Alcoholic  Liquors   Sale  Control  Bill,  Obs. 

614;  2b.  615.  Ac. 
Deceased  Husband's  Brother  Marriage  BUI, 

2b.  118 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  284 
Fencing  Bill,  2b.  5 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

2b.  504 
Intoxicating  Liquors   (Supply  to  Children) 

BiU^  2b.  2 
Juries  Bill,  2b.  116 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  69; 

8b.  427 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill,  7?i.  4 
Sunday  Trading,  m.  74 

Stock  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  213 

Stock  Committee, 
Z.C.,  w.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley),ni5 

STOtJT,  Sir  R.,  K.C.M.G.,  Inangahua, 
Adjournment,  m.  89, 140,  Ac. 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  178  ; 

m.  199;  Com.  263;  Recom.  278,  Ac. ;  3b. 

438,  Ac. ;  Pass.  491 ;  Obs.  508,  Ac. 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  18 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  2b.  592,  Ac. ;  in.  598 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  205 
District  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  598 
Dunedin  Burgess  Roll,  q.  87 
Earnshaw,  Mr.,  and  the  Government,  m.  326 
Education  Board  Scholarships,  m.  121 
Gimmerbum  Forest  Bill,  2b.  604 
Gore  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  m.  7 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  574 
Land-scrip,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  247 
Libel  Bill,  m.  261 
Magistrates'  Courts  Bill,  2b.  589 
Napier-Taupo,  Ac,  Roads,  m.  355 
Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 

2b.  522 
Post  Office  Bill,  2b.  208 
Public  Works  Statement,  m.  53 
Reef  ton  Mining  Companies,  q,  630 
Representation  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  10,  Ac. 
Restraint  of  Monopolies  Bill,  2b.  134 
Sale  of  Alcoholic  Liquor  at  Sydenham,  q.  564 
Stock  Bill,  2b.  225 
Supply — 

w.  98 

Class  II.,  104,  Ac. 

Class  VIII.,  199,  Ac. 
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Stout,  Sir  R. — continued. 
West  Coast  Settlement  Beserves  Bill,  m.  609, 

&Q. 

Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields  Administra- 
tion BUI,  2b.  609 

Subsidies  to  Local  Bodies, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Swan),  12 

Sunday  Trading^ 
Z.c,  fti,  (Hon.  Mr.  Stevens),  73 

Supply— 
h,,  Com.  95 
Class  II.,  101 
Class  III.,  57 
Class  v.,  Ill 
Class  VI.,  59 
Class  VII.,  113 
Class  VIII.,  113, 119 
Government  Insurance  Account,  61 
Public  Trust  Account,  61 

Supreme  Court  Practice  and  Procedure  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  588 

SwAK,  Mr.  G.  W.,  Napier, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  m.  892; 

SB.  490 
Napier  Breakwater,  q,  562 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  m.  652 
Subsidies  to  Local  Bodies,  m.  12 

SWA.NSON,  9on.  W.,  Auckland, 
Electoral  Bill,  Com.  620 
Sunday  Trading,  tn.  74 


Taiaboa.,  Hon.  H.  E.,  Otago, 
Kemp,  Major,  m.  839,  340 
Mangatu  No.  1  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  388 
Native  Trusts,  &c.,  Regulation  Bill,  2b.  841 

Taipua,  Mr.  H.,  Western  ilfaort. 
Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 

2b.  529 
Bating  Bill,  2b.  406 
Stamp  Bill,  2b.  229,  230 
Waikato  Landless  Natives,  q,  255 
Waikato  Natives,  q.  486 

Takakar-Collingtoood  Road, 
h.,  2-  (Mr.  O'Conor),  631 

Tanheb,  Mr.  W.  W.,  Heathcote, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

264,  395;  8b.  453 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  2b.  592 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  206 
Eamshaw,    Mr.,  and  the   Government,  m. 

827 
Egmont  County  Bill,  Com.  125 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

8b.  877 
Land-scrip,  m.  253 
Stock  Bill,  2b.  223 


Taranaki  Highwayman, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith),  164 

Taranaki  Belief  Fund  Distribution  Bill, 
i.e.,  2b.  265;  8b.  837 

Taranaki  Boads, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  MoGuire),  82, 124 

Taylob,  Mr.  B.  M.,  Ciiy  of  Christchurch, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  185 ; 

Com.  393 
"Captain"Kerr,  2.388 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  18;  Bep. 

Com.  588 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  2b.  590 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  205 
Eamshaw,  Mr.,  and  the  Government,  tn.  826 
Government  Employes'  Wages,  q.  629 
Gum  and  Gumfields  Bill,  2b.  187 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.  870  , 

Land  Bill,  2b.  608 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  578 
Land-scrip,  m.  251 
Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  q.  552 
Meredith,  B.  B.,  m.  78 

North  Canterbury  Board  of  Education,  q,  168 
North  of  Auckland  Boads,  m,  46 
Old  Soldiers'  Land-claims,  Bep.  Sel.  Com. 

311 
Photographing  Prisoners,  q.  688 
Restraint  of  Monopolies  Bill,  2b.  126 
Salvation  Army,  q,  343 
Supply- 
Class  III.,  58 

Class  VIII..  199 

Public  Trust  Account,  65 

Teachers'  Salaries, 
K,  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  562 

Teachers'  Superannuation, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  345 

Temuka  Park, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Rhodes),  887 

Thatnes  and  Coromandel  Hospitals, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  McGowan),  562 

Thompson,  Mr.  R.,  Marsden, 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  19 
Education  Endowments,  m.  277 
Native  Land  Purchase  and  Acquisition  Bill, 

2b.  525 
North  of  Auckland  Boads,  m,  46 
Old  Soldiers'  Land-claims,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  810 
Rating  Bill,  2b.  413 
Bepresentation  Bill  (No.  2),  1b.  11 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  2b.  655 
Supply — 

Class  VIII.,  201 

Public  Trust  Account,  62,  63 

Thompson,  Mr.  T.,  City  of  Auckland, 
North  of  Auckland  Roads,  m,  48 
Old  Soldiers'  Land-claims,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  810 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  655 
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Thursday  Sittings, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  390 

Tramways  Bill, 
K  IB.  341 

Tree-planting, 

h.,  g,  (Mr.  Bruco),  86 ;  g,  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison), 
344 


Valekthstb,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Tuapeka, 
Adjournment,  m.  283 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  205 
Gimmerbam  Forest  Bill,  2b.  605 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

3b.  377 
Kumara  Mines,  622 
Land  Bill,  2b.  602 

West  Coast  Settlement  Beserves  Bill,  2b.  610 
Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields,  &c.,  Bill, 

2b.  608 

*' Victoria,"  H.M.S., 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  BoUeston),  83 

Volunteer  Claims  to  Scrip, 
h.,  g,  (Mr.  Rhodes),  80 


w. 

Wahawaha,  Hon.  B.,  Auckland, 
Awanui,  g.  115 

Electoral  Bill,  2b.  303  ;  Com.  620 
Fencing  Bill,  m.  115 

Waikato  Landless  Natives, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Taipua),  255 

Waikato  Natives, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Taipua),  485 

Waipa  and  Puniu  Maoris, 
K  g.  (Mr.  Lake),  276 

Wairarapa  Lake, 
K  g,  (Mr.  Parata),  85 

Wairoa  Roads, 
K  g.  (Captain  Bussell),  166 

Waitaki  Land, 
K,  2*  (Mr.  Duncan),  565 

Walkkb,  Hon.  W.  C,  Canterbury, 
Electoral  BiU,  2b.  147,  285;  Com.  384,  385, 

619 
Library,  m.  613 

Wanganui  Hospital  Attendant, 
,  K  g.  (Mr.  Willis),  165 

Wanganui  Hospital  Board  Empowering  BiU^ 
Z.C.,  2b.  382;  3b.  501 

Wanganui  River  Trust  BUI, 
h,,  ]fi,  119 


Ward,  Hon.  J.  G.,  Awartia  (Colonial  Treasurer, 
Postmaster-General,  Electric  Telegraph 
Commissioner,  and  Commissioner  of  Cus- 
toms), 

Amounts  paid  to  Members,  g.  353 

Banks  and  Bankers  Bill,  2b.  669 

Banks'  and  Companies'  Accounts  Audit  Bill, 
2b.  209,  210,  213 

Bank-note  Issue  Bill,  2b.  567 

Christchurch  Clergy,  g.  346 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  205 

Eketahuna-Alfredton  Telephone,  g,  565 

Electoral  Rolls,  g.  390 

Government  Insurance  Mortgages,  g,  349 

Government  Insurance  Rates  of  Interest,  g» 
634 

Imperial-guaranteed  Debentures,  g.  164, 844, 
354 

Local  Tax  on  Unimproved  Land,  g,  854 

Ministers'  Travelling-allowanoes,  g,  343 

Napier  Breakwater,  g.  562 

Ninety-mile  Ferry- Westport  Telephone,  g,  389 

Post  Office  Bill,  2b.  207,  209 

Post-office  Lady  Officials,  g,  390 

Rating  Bill,  2b.  398,  423 

School  Libraries,  g,  629 

Sheep-shears,  g,  163 

Supply — 
Glass  II.,  101,  &c. 
Class  III.,  57,  58 
Class  v..  Ill,  Ac.      . 
Class  VI.,  59,  Ac. 
Public  Trust  Account,  61,  Ac. 

Weber-Wimbledon  Mail-service,  g.  344 

West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves,  g.  564 

West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  641 

Weber-Wimbledon  Mail-service, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  W*.  C.  Smith),  844 

Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill, 
l.c,,  2b.  66 ;  3b.  115 

Wellington  (City)  Suburbs  Sanitation  BiU, 
Ic,  2b.  337 ;  3b.  427 

West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves, 
h.,  g,  (Mr.  Harkness),  564 

West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill, 
h,.  Com.  609 ;  3b.  640 

Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields  Administration 

BiU, 
h.,  IB.  75  ;  2b.  607 

Westport  Colliery  Reserves, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Wright),  87 

Whakatane  River  Bridge, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  KeUy),  254 

Whttmobe,  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.,  K.C.M.G.,  Hawke's 

Bay, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  618 
Awanui,  g.  115 

Bank-note  Issue  Bill,  2b.  546 
Deceased  Husband's  Brother  Marriage  BiU, 

2b.  117 
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Whitmoee,  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.—continued. 
Electoral  Bill,  2b.  142;  Com.  482»  545 
Fencing  BUI,  2b.  116 
Kemp,  Major,  m.  840 
Hicks  Bay  Telegraph,  q,  116, 141 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

2b.  506 
Intoxicating   Liquors  (Supply  to  Children) 

Bill,  2b.  2 
Mangatu  No.  1  Empowering  Bill,  m,  839 
Martini-Henry  Biflcs,  q.  264 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  69 

William  Robitison  Estate  Trusts  Bill, 
K  3fi.  119 

Wiixia,  Mr.  A.  D.,  Wakganui, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,   Com. 

863;  SB.  457 
Education  Board  Scholarships,  m.  122 
Gambling  in  Clubs,  q.  351 
Lunatic  Asylum  Attendants,  q.  555 
Thursday  Sittings,  q,  890 
Wanganui  Hospital  Attendant,  q,  165 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Palmerston, 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

8b.  878 
Manawatu  Biver  Bridge,  q.  633 
Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  813,  817  , 
Otaki  Schoolhouse, jCf.  888  | 

Palmerston  North  Courthouse,  q,  85 
Periodical  Returns,  m.  199  | 

School  Libraries,  q,  629  I 


Wilson,  Mr.  J.  G. — continued. 
Smith.  Mr.  E.  M.,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  549 
Teachers'  Superannuation,  q.  345 

Wire-nettingt 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  846 

Workmen*8  Wages  Bill, 
h.,  8b.  864 
Z.c,  IB.  882;  2b.  507 

Wbiqht,  Mr.  E.  G.,  Ashburtont 

Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  2b.  21 

Co-operative  Works,  q,  853 

Land  Bill,  2^.  602 

Land-drainage  Bill,  2b.  599 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  582 

Land-scrip,  m.  250 

Lyttelton  Shipping  Office,  &c.,  850 

Pattesson's  Estate,  q.  87 

Bating  Bill,  2b.  422 

Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill,  Com.  654 

Stock  Bill,  2b.  216 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  108, 109 
Class  v.,  112 
Class  VIII.,  203 

Thursday  Sittings,  g.  890 

Westport  Colliery  Reserves,  q,  87 

West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  Com. 
611 

Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields,  &c..  Bill, 
2b.  609 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  l$th  August,  1893. 

Flzst  Beadingfl  —  Second  Reading  —  IntozloAtlng 
Iiiqnon  (Supply  to  Children)  Bill— Otago  Harbour 
Board  Empowering  Bill— Fencing  Bill  — Pablio 
Domains  BUI.      

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  ohair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaicxbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Electoral  Bill,  Mokoreta  Gemeteiy  Reserve 
BiU. 

SECOND  READING. 
Agrionlttiral  and  Pastoral  Societies  Bill. 

INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  (SUPPLY  TO 
CHILDREN)  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  make  any  lengthy  re- 
marks. The  Bill  contained  only  two  clauses, 
and  no  doubt  honourable  gentlemen  were  per- 
fectly well  aware  of  its  contents. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLE  Y  would  ask  his 
honourable  friend,  before  the  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  to  seriously  consider  the  provisions 
of  it.  The  Bill  was  a  very  peculiar  one.  There 
was  a  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper  in  another  place 
dealing  with  the  control  of  liquors,  and  he 
thought  that  a  Bill  of  this  character  should 
not  be  introduced  by  a  private  member.  He 
would  ask  him  to  seriously  consider  the  effect 
of  the  Bill.  He  was  very  clear  with  regard  to 
the  position  they  occupied  in  objecting  to  its 
provisions.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  children 
not  allowed  to  be  supplied  with  liquor,  but  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  might  say  that 
if  the  Council  refused  to  pass  the  Bill  it  would 
place  itself  in  a  peculiar  position.  A  similar 
Bill  to  this  was  introduced  by  himself  in  1888, 
and  the  provisions  of  it  were  carried  by  twenty- 
two  to  nine,  the  Attorney-General,  of  course, 
voting  with  the  minority  of  nine.     He  was  not 

VOL.  IiXZZL-1. 


at  all  astonished  to  find  him  opposing  the  BiU 
on  the  present  occasion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  was 
not  opposing  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  the  Council 
should  satisfy  itself,  before  refusing  to  pass 
the  Bill,  that  it  was  one  that  should  not  be 
passed.  He  might  say  the  Bill  of  1888  had  not 
passed  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
he  thought  the  Council  had  better  pass  this 
one  now.  As  to  the  necessity  for  the  Bill,  he 
thought  no  one  could  deny  that.  He  had,  on 
various  occasions,  seen  young  children,  in  very 
inclement  weather  and  at  very  late  hours  at 
night,  going  into  publichouses  with  baskets  to 
get, beer  for  their  drunken  parents  at  home. 
The  reasons  for  the  Bill  were  so  strong  that,  in 
the  interests  of  humanity,  the  Council  ought  to 
pass  it  without  the  least  hesitation,  more  espe- 
cially as  a  similar  BUI  had  been  passed  before 
by  the  large  majority  of  twenty-two  to  nine. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  asked  if  this 
was  the  same  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  it  was 
almost  the  same  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  Bill  should  not  be  rejected  in 
any  summary  manner,  because  he  was  strongly 
of  opinion  that  a  measure  of  the  kind  was 
absolutely  required,  inasmuch  as  any  legisla- 
tion that  might  be  proceeding  in  another 
Chamber  might  not  be  successful  in  reaching 
that  Council  this  session.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  Bill  should  not  be  now  rejected. 
If  the  Bill  were  put  into  anything  like  reason- 
able shape  it  might  be  productive  of  very  much 
good,  it  was  nothing  less  than  a  public 
scandal  to  see  young  children  going  into  a 
publichouse  for  liquor,  and  the  sooner  it  was 
put  an  end  to  the  better.  He  should  support 
the  second  reading,  and  hoped  that  in  Com- 
mittee some  amendments  would  be  introduced 
to  make  it  more  reasonable  than  at  present. 
To  disqualify  the  property  upon  which  a  license 
had  been  paid,  especially  as  the  property  might 
be  held  by  a  temporary  occupant,  in  the  ex- 
treme manner  in  which  it  was  proposed  undet 
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the  Bill  Bdexned  to  be  perfect  confiBcation.  It 
was  to  apply,  also,  under  circumBtances  which 
did  not  permit  the  owner  of  the  property  to 
protect  himself  in  any  way  whatever.  If  that 
were  altered,  and  some  other  amendments  were 
made,  the  Bill  might  be  safely  considered  as  a 
distinct  improvement  on  the  existing  law,  and 
he  should  support  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  thou^t  that  the 
fact  that  there  might  be  another  Bill  on  the 
same  subject  before  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature  w£L8  no  argument  at  all  against  the 
Council  considering  the  Bill  brought  forward 
by  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  might  be  an 
argument  in  favour  of  its  postponement  for  a 
time.  He  liked  the  Bill  because  there  was 
nothing  quixotic  in  it :  it  did  not  attempt  to 
make  grown-up  people  virtuous  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament. It  merely  went  to  protect  those  who 
were  unable  to  protect  themselves.  He  often 
saw  children,  especially  Maori  children,  inside 
a  publichouse,  and  it  was  very  desirable  the 
Legislature  should  do  something  to  make  it 
punishable  to  allow  children  of  a  tender  age 
to  go  inside  a  publichouse.  He  only  wished 
that  the  Bill  went  a  little  further  and  pro- 
hibited any  woman  from  being  served  in  a 
publichouse.  He  did  not  know  in  how  many 
of  the  United  States  it  was  illegal,  but  there 
public  opinion  was  against  women  being  served, 
and  no  women  were  seen  in  the  States  at  the 
bars.    He  should  support  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  thought  that  th^ 
Bill  ought  to  go  to  the  second  reading,  but  he 
did  not  think  it  should  go  any  further  until 
the  Council  saw  what  the  Government  Bill 
was.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  was  perfectly 
right,  and  publicans  should  be  prohibited 
from  selling  liquor  to  children.  It  was  a  very 
|[reat  abuse  at  present,  and  did  a  great  deal  of 
mischief.  At  the  same  time,  the  Srd  clause 
was  bristling  with  the  most  severe  penalties — 
penalties  which  the  Council  should  hesitate  to 
inflict.  He  thought  a  good  many  honourable 
members  would  be  glad  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading,  on  the  understanding  that  the  Bill  did 
not  go  any  further  for  the  present.  The  ques- 
tion had  better  be  dealt  with  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  general  licensing-law  of  the  colony. 
But,  if  no  Bill  was  likely  to  come  forward 
during  the  session  that  would  give  satisfaction, 
he  would  rather  see  this  Bill  passed  than  none. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  thought  that  the 
licensing-law  contained  a  provision  prohibiting 
the  sale  of  liquor  to  children  under  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  It  was  quite  clear  that  that  was 
.  the  law  ;  yet  the  Council  were  asked  to  amend 
it  by  another  Act  of  a  precisely  similar  nature. 
As  to  the  fact  stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Scot- 
land, that  he  had  seen  young  children  served 
with  liquor 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  said  he  had  seen 
them  inside  a  publichouse. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  supposed  they 
might  reasonably  infer  that  they  were  there  for 
the  purpose  of  being  served.  In  that  case,  if 
the  existing  laws  were  enforced  by  the  police, 
there  would  bo  no  necessity  for  addhig  to  it, 
especially  in  the  severe  manner  proposed  by 
Eon.  Mr,  Stevem 


the  Bill.  He  quite  admitted  that  there  could 
be  no  possible  objection  to  allowing  it  to  go 
through  another  stage. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  the 
essence  of  the  Bill  was  contained  in  the  2nd 
section.  Now,  children  might  be  really  fifteen, 
sixteen,  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  but  appa- 
rently they  might  not  be  thirteen.  Who  was 
to  decide  as  to  the  age  of  a  child  ?  From  its 
appearance  the  publican  might  think  it  was 
over  thirteen.  The  Magistrate  might  say  that 
the  child  was  under  thirteen.  It  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  get  a  conviction,  because  it 
might  be  impossible  to  tell  from  the  appearance 
of  a  child  whether  it  was  thirteen,  fourteen, 
or  fifteen.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  he  agreed 
with,  but  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  it 
had  been  drawn  by  some  reformer  who  had  iJ- 
lowed.his  zeal  to  outrun  his  discretion.  If  the 
Bill  passed  its  second  reading  it  would  require 
to  be  very  carefully  watched  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  said,  with 
reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Scotland,  who  stated  that  he  had  seen  young 
children  going  to  get  beer  for  their  parents, 
that  it  was  the  custom  in  every  country,  as 
honourable  members  were  aware,  for  men  to 
get  a  pot  of  beer  at  their  dinner.  As  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn  had  stated,  there  was  a 
law  on  the  statute-book  now.  The  present 
proposal  was  a  great  deal  more  drastic,  but  if 
made  law  there  would  be  a  difficulty  with 
regard  to  ascertaining  the  age  of  a  child.  It 
was  the  same  in  regard  to  every  law  where  the 
offence  turned  upon  the  question  of  age,  and 
instead  of  modifying  it  might  prejudice  the 
law.  The  penalties  in  the  Bill  were  severe,  and 
in  amount  were  grossly  in  excess  of  what  was 
reasonable.  The  suspension  of  a  man's  license, 
also,  was  a  thing  which,  as  one  honourable 
gentleman  had  said,  indicated  that  the  Bill 
must  have  been  introduced  by  some  person 
who  was  something  more  than  an  enthusiast  in 
the  temperance  question.  It  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  Council,  before  the  Bill  went  through, 
to  remedy  these  defects  in  Conmiittee.  The 
suggestion  made— to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  a 
second  reading,  and  then  postpone  it  until  the 
Government  Bill  appeared — was  a  good  one. 
The  question  of  little  children  going  for  a  pot 
of  beer  was  a  very  different  question  from  people 
getting  the  beer  required  for  their  sustenance. 
In  many  parts  of  the  world  beer  was  as  essen- 
tially a  part  of  the  sustenance  of  man  as  meat. 
There  might  be  conditions  put  in  the  Bill  as 
to  the  definition  of  a  child,  and  the  hours 
during  which  they  could  be  served. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  wished  to 
point  out  to  the  Council  that  there  was  a  very 
important  difierence  between  the  166th  section 
of  the  Licensing  Act  and  the  Bill  that  was 
now  before  the  Council.  It  would  be  noticed 
that  section  166  referred  merely  to  cases  where 
liquor  was  sold  to  be  consumed  upon  the  pre- 
mises. Now,  the  abuse  that  he  understood 
was  to  be  done  away  with'by  the  Bill  was  an 
entirely  different  one— -namely,  of  young  child- 
ren haunting  publichouses  who  were  sent  by 
their  parents  and  others  to  procure  liquor  to  be 
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fiaken  home*     That  was  an  entirely  different 
abuse  from  that  met  by  section  166,  which 
said,   *'Any  licensed   person   who   allows  to 
.be  supplied  in  his  licensed  premises,  by  pur- 
chase or  otherwise,  to  be  consumed  on  the 
premises,  any  description  whatever  of  spirits," 
(and  so  on.     The  words  '*  to  be  consumed  on 
the  premises  "  were  the  important  part  of  that 
.  section ,  and  members  of  the  Council  would 
.notice  that   those  words   did  not  appear  in 
this  Bill.     The  Bill  was  a  much  more  im- 
•portant  one  than  one  would  infer  from  the 
'  remarks    made    by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn. 
With  regard  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
.  Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  that  there  was  no 
:  occasion  for  the  Bill  to  be   proceeded  with, 
.  inasmuch  as  there  was  a  Bill  on  the  subject  of 
licensing  before  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, he  (Mr.  MacGregor)  thought  that  was 
not  a  reason  why  the  BiU  should  not  be  read  a 
■  second  time,  at  all  events.     They  had  no  cer- 
tainty that  the  Bill  referred  to  by  the  Attorney- 
General  would  ever  reach  that  Chamber,  to  say 
nothing  as  to  the  uncertainty  as  to  whether  it 
would  bedome  law.    Then,  they  had  no  assur- 
ance that  the  Bill  would  contain  any  of  the 
provisions  embodied  in  the  Bill  before  the  Coun- 
cil.   They  had  merely  the  intimation  that  it 
•was  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  liquor  question. 
No  doubt  there    had   been   valid  objections 
raised  to  the  Bill.    Many  of  those  objections 
.  were  on  points  of  form,  and  they  might  pro- 
bably bo  overcome  in  Committee.    He  would 
•support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  EEBU  entirely  agreed  with 
the  principle  of  the  Bill.  He  thought  there 
was  no  more  unseemly  sight  than  that  of  young 
children  standing  at  the  doors  of  publichouses 
with  bottles  in  their  hands  waiting  to  take  beer 
away  to  their  parents.  As  he  considered  the  ob- 
'  ject  good,  he  would  vote  for  the  second  reading. 
He  could  not,  however,  see  his  way  to  agree  to 
some  of  the  clauses,  and  he  trusted  the  Bill 
would  go  to  Committee,  so  that  the  objection- 
able clauses  might  be  expunged.  For  instance, 
he  would  point  out  that  under  this  Bill  the 
proprietor  of  a  house  was  entirely  given  into 
the  hands  of  the  licensee,  who  might,  through 
some  spite  or  some  dispute,  run  the  proprietor 
into  the  meshes  of  the  law  wantonly  and 
knowingly  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  him. 
The  publican  might  supply  liquor  to  children 
under  the  age  of  thirteen  years  to  get  the 
owner  of  the  premises  into  trouble.  He  would 
like  to  see  the  Bill  altered  so  that  the  punish- 
ment might  fall  on  the  person  who  supplied  the 
liquor  to  the  children.  He  would  vote  for  the 
second  reading,  as  he  believed  in  the  principle 
of  preventing  children  being  made  a  means  of 
•communication  in  the  purchase  of  liquor. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  agreed  with  the 
Bill  so  far  as  the  principle  was  concerned. 
An  honourable  gentleman  had  said  that  the 
essence  of  the  Bill  was  contained  in  the  2nd 
clause,  and  he  entirely  agreed  with  that ;  but  the 
essence  contained  in  the  3rd  clause  mixed  with 
the  other  made  the  whole  a  nauseous  concoc- 
tion. He  thought  the  Council  should  pass  the 
seoond  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  refer  it  to  a 


Committee,  in  order  that  some  of  the  clauses 
which  were  objectionable  might  be  struck  out.- 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  would  like  to  say 
a  word  or  two  in  support  of  the  second  reading. 
His  hoDourable  friend  Mr.  Scotland,  in  his 
travels,  had  noticed  the  fact  that  Maori  child- 
ren were  sent  by  their  parents  to  get  liquor. 
It  was  an  unfortunate  fact  that  many  white 
children  were  also  sent  with  bottles  to  public- 
houses  for  liquor,  and  he  thought  that  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  put  a  stop  to  such  a 
pernicious  practice.  He  had  known  instances 
of  children  being  sent  in  the  late  hours  of  the 
night  to  bring  liquor  home  to  their  parents, 
and  he  thought  the  licensee,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, for  supplying  small  children,  was 
deserving  of  the  severest  censure.  He  would 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  thought  the  proper 
way  of  dealing  with  the  Bill  was  to  adjourn  the 
debate  for  the  time  being,  because  there  was 
at  that  time  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  licensing 
question  in  another  place,  and  he  himself  had 
heard  the  Premier  declare  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the 
liquor  question.  He  thought  that  any  Bill  of 
this  sort  should,  if  possible,  be  brought  in  on 
the  responsibility  of  the  Government,  and  not 
by  a  private  member.  That  vibls  the  only  way 
in  which  the  interests  of  the  whole  community 
could  be  served.  He  therefore  moved,  That  this 
debate  be  (idjoumed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  would  suggest  to 
his  honourable  friend  that  it  would  be  meeting 
the  views  of  the  Council  if  he  withdrew  his 
motion  for  adjournment,  and  allowed  the  prin- 
ciple to  be  affirmed.  He  thought  the  feeling 
of  the  Council  was  in  favour  of  reading  the  BiU 
a  second  time,  thus  affirming  the  principle, 
and  then  letting  the  matter  stand  over  to  see 
what  action  was  being  taken  in  another  place. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  it  would  be 
in  the  recollection  of  the  Council  that  when  the 
Bill  first  came  to  that  Chamber  there  was  no 
one  in  charge  of  it,  and  when  the  Hon.  the 
Speaker  asked  if  any  one  was  in  charge  of  the 
Bill,  no  one  answering,  he  agreed  to  take  charge 
of  it  out  of  respect  to  honourable  members 
of  the  other  Chamber.  At  that  time  he  was 
not  aware  of  what  the  Bill  contained,  but  he 
had  since  consulted  the  promoter  of  the  mea- 
sure and  informed  him  that  he  had  taken 
charge  of  the  Bill.  The  promoter  of  the  Bill 
had  given  him  permission  to  propose  certain 
alterations,  as  he  (Mr.  Shrimski)  looked  upon 
the  measure  as  being  of  a  somewhat  severe 
character.  He  was,  however,  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Council  in  this  matter,  and  he 
had  the  consent  of  the  promoter  to  allow  of  an^ 
reasonable  alterations  in  the  Bill.  He  left  it 
to  the  Council  to  accept  the  second  reading  or 
otherwise. 

Bill  read  the  second  time* 

OTAGO  HARBOUR  BOARD  EMPOWER- 

ING  BILL. 
Progress  in  Committee  having  been  report^ 
on  this  Bill, 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  MAOGBEGOB  moved,  That 
the  further  consideration  of  the  BUI  he  made 
an  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BICHABDSON  snggested  that 
it  should  be  made  Friday.  It  might  be  neces- 
sary to  obtain  the  evidence  of  the  officers  of 
the  Board,  in  order  that  the  Council  should 
obtain  information  as  to  what  moneys  had  been 
spent  on  local  improvements. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVEB  would  point  out  that 
the  Committee  to  whom  the  matter  had  been 
referred  had  made  its  report,  and,  if  the  Council 
desired  that  the  Committee  should  give  the 
Bill  further  consideration,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary that  the  Committee  should  be  revived,  or 
another  Committee  appointed. 

The  question  was  proposed,  "  That  the  further 
consideration  of  the  BiU  be  made  an  order  of  the 
day  for  Friday." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OBMOND  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  That  the  Bill  be  sent  back  for 
reconsideration  to  the  Committee  that  reported 
on  it  originally. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS  begged  to  second 
the  amendment.  He  trusted  that  the  Commit- 
tee, when  going  into  the  question  again,  would 
ascertain  how  the  borrowed  money  had  been 
spent,  and,  in  the  case  of  plant  that  had  been 
sold,  how  the  money  had  been  accounted  for. 
He  knew  that  at  the  present  time  the  Board 
hiyd  very  great  difficulty  in  meeting  current 
e^^enses  out  of  revenue.  He  did  not  for  a 
moment  say  that  the  bondholders  would  suffer, 
as  they  had  ample  security.  He  did  not  think 
that  that  Harbour  Board,  or  any  Harbour 
Board,  should  be  allowed  to  expend  the  money 
raised  by  debentures  on  plant  or  improve- 
ments, and  then  to  sell  any  portion  of  these 
and  utilise  the  money  for  revenue  purposes. 
At  the  present  time  they  had  the  dredge  be- 
longing to  the  Otago  Harbour  Board,  and 
which  cost  nearly  £22,000.  If  they  sold  it 
the  money  would,  no  doubt,  be  put  to  the 
Bevenue  Account,  and  be  expended  as  ordi- 
nary revenue.  It  should  be  for  the  Committee 
to  ascertain  what  amount  had  been  devoted 
to  the  plant,  and  how  the  money  obtained 
from  plant  that  had  been  sold  had  been  ac- 
counted for. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  mentioned  that,  if 
this  report  was  referred  back,  the  Committee 
would  have  to  be  set  up  again  by  assent  of  the 
Council,  or  else  by  notice  of  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOB  had  a  remark 
to  make  regarding  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds 
had  said  regarding  the  dredge.  He  was  not 
aware  that  there  was  any  reason  for  thinking 
that  the  Board  would  devote  the  proceeds  from 
the  sale  of  any  plant  to  its  ordinary  revenue. 
He  did  not  think  any  one  was  justified  in  saying 
that  the  Board  would  improperly  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds of  any  sale  of  its  plant. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  -SHBIMSKI  said  they  were 
getting  into  an  Otago  free  fight,  and  it  was  time 
that  it  was  stopped.  He  agreed  with  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Beynolds  that  inquiries  should  be  made 
and  further  evidence  should  be  brought  before 
the  Committee  as  to  this  Bill,  and  espeoiially  in 


regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  finances  of  th* 
Otago  Harbour  Board. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  this  ques- 
tion ought  to  be  referred  back  to  a  Select 
Committee.  They  would  gain  information  they 
had  not  had  before.  He  thought  they  would 
find  that  the  Bill  was  not  at  all  necessary.  He 
did  not  wish  to  say  anything  against  the  BLar- 
bour  Board,  but  it  seemed  desirous  of  getting, 
and  calling  revenue,  money  that  they  were  not 
properly  entitled  to  regard  as  revenue. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  was  quite 
sure  that  the  evidence  before  the  Conmuttea 
would  not  improve  the  position  one  bit.  In 
consequence  of  certain  words  in  the  Bill  it  was 
thought  that  they  might  be  affecting  the  rights 
of  certain  people  outside  tbe  colony.  He  was 
quite  sure  that  those  who  understood  the  posi- 
tion would  see  differently.  If  the  amendments 
were  put  on  the  Order  Paper  they  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  them ;  and  he 
would  suggest  to  his  honourable  friend  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  a  Select  Committee,  and 
that,  progress  having  been  reported,  they 
should  aak  leave  to  sit  again,  until  they  had 
time  to  consider  the  effect  of  the  BiU  on  th& 
Harbour  Board. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWABT  said 
the  buildings  belonged  to  the  tenant,  and,  if  the 
bondholder  took  possession  to-morrow  of  the 
assets  of  the  Boaxd,  he  could  only  step  in  sub- 
ject to  the  rights  of  the  tenants,  who  would, 
of  course,  have  the  buildings.  These  build- 
ings were  put  up  under  leases,  and  belonged  to 
the  tenant.  In  this  particular  case  the  diffi- 
culty arose  through  the  tenant  having  made 
default  in  the  payment  of  his  rent:  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  that  it 
would  be  more  equitable  to  apportion  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  building,  because  it  would  deprive 
the  Board  of  the  rent  for,  perhaps,  two  or  three 
years — perhaps  for  five  or  six  years — through 
the  tenant  having  made  default.  An  equit- 
able adjustment  of  the  whole  matter  would 
be  that  the  Auditor -General  should  deduct 
from  the  value  of  the  buildings  the  rent  the 
Board  was  entitled  to  for  the  time  it  had  not 
been  paid,  and  the  surplus  should  go  to  some 
capital  account. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OBMOND  had  moved  the^ 
motion  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the- 
Select  Committee  because  matters  had  arisen 
during  the  discussion  which  showed  the  Coon- 
cil  clearly  that  they  had  not  had  the  position 
of  the  Board  sufficiently  before  them  in  order 
to  come  to  a  right  decision.  A  further  inqi^ry 
appeared  necessary,  and  he  thought  they  would 
see  the  wisdom  of  such  an  inquiry  being  made 
befoife  proceeding  further. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  had  no  desire  to  make 
any  difficulty  about  the  Bill,  or  to  obstruct  it 
in  any  way.  At  the  same  time,  he  wished  to 
point  out  that  when  the  lease  of  the  building 
fell  in  the  building  became  part  of  the  estate. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  under  the  Local  Bodies' 
Loans  Act  the  land  could  be  put  up  for  rental 
for  so  many  years,  and  that  the  rental  they 
would  receive  would  bo  an  increased  one,  owing^ 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  building  already 
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upon  the  land.    That  would  be  anfficient  to 
coimbune  the  Harbour  Board  lor  the  current 
loM  of  rental. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

FENCING  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS,  in  movinff  the 
«eoond  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object 
was  to  make  clear  certain  doubtful  points 
in  the  Fencing  Act  as  it  at  present  stood.  The 
£i8t  amendment  proposed  was  merely  a  slight 
alteration  in  the  16th  section.  It  was  thought 
best  to  re-enact  the  section  with  an  alteration. 
The  object  of  the  alteration  was  to  remove  a 
doubt  whether  any  one  who  purchased  from 
the  Crown,  for  instance,  land  on  the  boundary 
of  freehold  land  ^ould  have  more  than  one 
month's  notice  before  being  liable  for  a  moiety 
ol  the  cost  of  fencing.  It  had  been  held 
that,  if  notice  did  nob  reach  the  occupier 
irithin  six  months  of  the  time  of  occupation, 
the  responsibility  ceased.  Much  inconvenience 
had  been  experienced  in  some  parts  of  the 
oolony  by  reason  of  the  doubt  on  the  subject, 
and  the  effect  of  the  alteration  would  be  that 
the  time  would  be  extended,  and  it  would 
place  the  owners  of  property  in  a  more  satis- 
ttctory  position.  There  was  a  saving  clause 
which  saved  any  question  arising  with  regard 
to  Native  land.  The  clause  in  no  way  affected 
Native  land,  or  costs  under  lawsuit.  The  object 
4xf  the  second  alteration,  in  the  8rd  clause  of 
the  Bill,  was  to  set  at  rest  doubts  that  had 
arisen  as  to  the  recovery  of  moneys  imder 
the  Act.  It  seemed  strange  that  an  inter- 
pretation had  been  given  to  certain  clauses  of 
the  Act  that  recovery  could  only  be  by  sum- 
mary jurisdiction,  ana  therefore  under  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  Act ;  and,  where  there  was 
an  agreement  of  a  specific  character  between 
persona,  it  had  been  decided  that,  in  case  of  a 
breach  of  agreement,  recourse  must  be  had  to 
an  information  under  the  Act  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  fulfilment  of  the  agreement. 
The  words  that  had  been  inserted  were  intended 
te  make  that  quite  plain.  Another  object  of 
tiie  Bill  was  stated  in  the  4th  section,  and 
was  to  amend  the  law  by  legalising  another 
description  of  fence.  The  fence  mentioned  was 
•one  which  appeared  to  be  very  largely  used 
in  the  North  Island.  Unfortunately,  it  was 
excluded  from  the  Act  at  present.  It  was  de- 
arable  that  it  should  be  incorporated  in  the 
fencing  law  of  the  colony.  The  only  other 
provision  was  contained  in  the  5th  clause, 
vhioh  was  intended  to  define  more  satisfac- 
torily the  position  of  persons  in  regard  to  re- 
pairing fences  where  one  proprietor  left  and 
another  went  in.  There  had  been  considerable 
4oabt  as  to  the  power  of  recovery  in  such  a 
ease.  He  would  express  no  opinion  on  that 
point.  If  the  Council  would  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time  he  proposed  to  have  it  referred  to 
the  Agriculture  and  Stock  Committee,  as  that 
waa  the  Committee  best  constituted  for  con- 
ttdering  a  Bill  of  that  character. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said 
Ihat  this  law  of  fencing  was  a  question  which 
lad  to  more  diaputee  amongst  nei^bouxs  and 


occupiers  of  land  than  any  other  law  on  the  . 
statute-book.  One  matter  of  dispute  which 
had  arisen  from  time  to  time  was  whether  the 
liability  in  connection  with  the  half-oost  of 
erecting  a  fence  was  a  personal  liability  oz 
whether  it  ran  with  the  land.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  some  persons,  where  the  leases  were 
about  to  expire,  might  be  placed  in  a  peculiar 
position  after  leaving  the  premises.  It  had 
been  found,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  had  indi- 
cated, in  reference  to  the  last  section  of  the 
Act,  that  the  person  who  erected  the  fence  had 
no  redress,  and  could  not  proceed  against  the 
owner  of  the  land,  if  he  had  not  had  notice. 
He  could  not  nroceed  against  the  future  occu- 
pier, because  he  was  not  the  occupier  at  the 
time  the  notice  was  given.  It  had  been  held 
that  the  person  who  was  in  actual  occupation 
at  the  time  the  notice  was  given  was  the  only 
person  against  whom  an  action  would  lie.  But 
further  difficulty  arose  in  connection  with 
the  Act  as  to  the  kind  of  fence  required.  If 
one  neighbour  wanted  to  repair  it,  the  other 
man  might  not  also  agree  to  repair  his  half, 
and  might  not  do  anything  in  the  matter.  It 
would,  he  thouRht,  be  very  much  better  to 
provide  as  had  been  provided  in  Queensland, 
where,  if  any  dispute  arose  between  adjoining 
neighbours  as  to  whether  a  fence  required 
to  be  repaired  or  not,  the  question  was  de- 
termined by  the  Magistrate  before  the  work 
was  done.  Under  our  Act  there  was  no  means 
of  deciding  this  until  the  work  was  done,  when 
the  Magistrate  might  find  that  the  repairs 
were  not  really  necessary ;  and  he  (Mr.  Stewart) 
would  like  to  see  these  means  afforded  in 
regard  to  disputes  of  the  kind.  With  regard  to 
the  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill,  a  person  who  had 
erected  a  fence  might  have  sold  his  land  before 
another  person  came  into  possession  of  the  ad- 
joining Crown  lands.  It  would  be  much  better 
if  the  person  erecting  the  fence,  or  his  assignee, 
could  recover,  so  that  the  owner  of  the  land 
for  the  time  being  would  be  entitled  to  step  for- 
ward and  say,  *'  I  have  bought  this  land  with 
the  fence  upon  it."  He  thought  the  amend- 
ment proposed  in  the  Bill — namely,  a  month's 
notice  to  be  given— was  an  improvement  on  the 
present  law.  Regarding  section  4,  that  was 
a  new  class  of  fence  which  it  was  proposed  to 
put  into  the  schedule  of  the  present  Act.  He 
thought  it  was  an  unobjectionable  class  of 
fence,  and  one  which  was  suitable  only  to  the 
purposes  required  in  bush  districts.  But  this 
was  a  general  Act  applying  all  over  the  colony, 
and  this  class  of  fence  would  not  be  suitable  to 
all  parts,  and  people  would  object,  perhaps, 
to  being  called  upon  to  pay  part  of  the  cost 
of  the  erection  of  such  a  fence.  Another 
question  in  practice  was  in  regard  to  small 
grazing-runs,  where  an  enterprising  landholder 
wanted  to  put  up  a  rabbit-fence  to  prevent  the 
rabbits  going  through  his  property.  It  was 
claimed  that  such  a  fence  was  a  boundarv* 
fence,  and  any  adjoining  neighbour  might  ob- 
ject to  its  removal  on  the  ground  that  it  waa 
a  boundary-fenoe,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
he  had  not  contributed  anything  towards  the 
oost.of  it.    In  Committee  he  proposed  to  sug- 
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gesti  an  amendment  to  the  clause  whereby  a 
person  patting  up  a  rabbit-proof  fence,  if  his 
neighbour  should  refuse  to  contribute  to  the 
cost  of  it,  should  be  entitled  to  consider  it  his 
property,  and  deal  as  he  pleased  with  it.  He 
should  also  propose  that  the  Land  Board  of  the 
district  be  authorised  to  declare  the  fence  to 
be  an  **  improvement."  It  seemed  to  him  that 
every  encouragement  should  be  given  to  persons 
who  wished  to  prevent  the  spread  of  rabbits, 
and  an  amendment  of  that  provision  would 
be  a  desirable  one. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS,  in  reply,  would 
merely  say  that  he  hoped  his  honourable  friend 
would  be  good  enough  to  place  any  amendments 
that  he  proposed  on  the  Order  Paper  as  soon  as 
possible,  in  order  that  the  Council  might  have 
the  opportunity  of  seeing  them,  so  that  when 
the  Bill  went  into  Committee  they  would  have 
the  advantage  of  having  them  considered. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

PUBLIC  DOMAINS  BILL. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  had  no  further  re* 
marks  to  make  on  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  he  understood 
that  the  Speaker  had  ruled  that  the  Bill  was  a 
local  Bill,  and  that  the  Standing  Orders  had 
not  been  complied  with.  The  question  had 
then  been,  what  the  next  proceeding  should  be. 
With  a  view  to  solving  the  difficulty,  he  had 
moved,  *'That  the  order  of  the  day  be  dis- 
charged." The  Bill  as  it  now  stood  was  simply 
two  local  Bills  rolled  into  one.  If  they  were 
to  proceed  with  it  at  all  it  must  be  proceeded 
with  properly  and  in  another  direction.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  allow  the  order  to  be 
discharged,  so  that  the  proper  proceedings 
might  be  taken. 

Bill  discharged. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  16th  August,  1893. 

First  Reodlnga— Privilege— Pereonal  Explanation- 
Gore  Electric  Lighting  Bill— J.  Lnndon— Mid- 
land Koilway  Company— A.  J.  Coghlan— Bepre- 
sentation  Bill  (No.  2)— Native  Affairs  Cnmmittee 
— Goldflelds  Committee— Ordnance  and  Warlike 
Stores— BubBidies  to  Local  Bodies— Cheviot  Es- 
tate Disposition  Bill— North  of  Auckland  Boads 
—Public  Works  Statement— Supply— Adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Parliamentary  Acts  Printing  Bill,  Mining 
Companies  Bill. 

PRIVILEGE. 
Mr.  O'CONOR  desired  to  call  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Speaker,  and  of  the  House,  to  a  matter 
'Which  involved  the  privileges  of  members.    A 
Hon,  W,  Downie  Stewart 


number  of  petitions — about  a  hundred — had 
been  presented  from  naval  and  military  settlers. 
He  understood  that  a  large  number  of  these  ^ 
had  been  kept  a  considerable  time  by  the  Peti- 
tions Classification  Committee,  and  had  then 
been  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
which  had  simply  set  them  aside,  and  did  not 
purpose  reporting  upon  them  or  dealing  with  > 
them.    He  wished  to  call  attention  to  this,  as 
he  believed  it  was  a  gross  violation  of  the  privi- 
leges attaching  to  the  presenting  of  petitiona 
to  the  House.    He  thought  that  a  Committee  • 
ought  either  to  report  upon  the  petitions  as  a 
whole,  or  to  take  them  into  consideration  and 
report  on  each  petition  separately. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  clearly  the  duty 
of  any  Committee  to  which  petitions  were  re- 
ferred either  to  deal  with  the  petitions  by  wav  ^ 
of  report,  or  to  bring  down  the  petitions  with  * 
some  information  with  regard  to  them  to  thfr 
House.    Petitions  that  had  been  referred  to  a 
Committee  were  not  technically  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  House,  and  no  member  could  ■ 
make  any  motion  with  regard  to  them  till  they 
were  reported  upon.    Therefore,  as  the  honour-  • 
able  gentleman  had  said,  it  was  clearly  the 
duty  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  if  it  were 
unable  to  deal   with  the  petitions,  to  return 
them  to  the  House,  and  to  say  so. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
Dr.  NEWMAN  wished  to  make  a  personal* 
explanation.  On  Friday  night  the  Premier, 
reading  out  of  Hansard,  said  that  he  (Dr.. 
Newman)  had  voted  for  the  disfranchisement- 
of  seamen,  commercial  travellers,  and  shearers. 
That  statement  having  been  telegraphed  abroad, 
he  wished  to  state  that  the  division  showed  that 
he  had  voted  not  only  for  the  enfranchisement 
of  those  people,  but  of  all  persons  who  might  be  ^ 
on  the  electoral  roll  but  who  might  be  unable 
personally  to  vote. 

GORE  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  BILL.  - 
Mr.  RICHARDSON  would  point  out  that  the 
objections  raised  to  this  Bill  in  its  initial  stages- 
had,  he  thought,  been  set  at  rest  by  the  Com- 
mittee. The  very  title  of  the  Bill  had  been' 
altered,  and  throughout  the  whole  Bill  the* 
Borough  Council  was  |>ut  in  the  premier  posi-* 
tion ;  and  the  contracting  company  was  put  in 
the  second  position,  and  was  subject  through-* 
out  to  the  control  of  the  borough.  He  thought- 
it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  say  much  more 
than  that  in  explanation.  That  was  the  spirit 
of  the  alterations.  Honourable  members,  if 
they  looked  at  the  Bill  in  its  present  form, 
would  see  that  it  had  been  materially  altered 
and  amended,  and  all  in  the  direction  whioh 
he  had  stated.  There  was  now  a  Government* 
Board  of  Control,  subject  to  which  the  Borough' 
Council  was  supreme,  and  the  company  was 
only  dealt  with  as  the  Council  saw  fit.  Power 
was  to  be  granted  by  the  House  to  the  Borough 
Council,  and  not  to  the  company,  and  a  poll 
of  ratepayers  was  made  necessary  to  ratify  op 
annul  any  contract  which  the  borough  made 
with  the  company.  With  these  few  remarks^ 
he  moved,  That  the  report  be  adopted. 
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Lighting  BilL 


Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  he  was  unwilling 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House,  but,  as  a  strong 
believer  in  local  government,  he  could  not  let 
this  Bill  pass  without  raising  a  note  of  dissent. 
The  Bill  was  a  great  improvement  on  the  draft 
which  was  before  the  House  on  its  first  appear- 
ance. Then  it  authorised  the  Gore  Electric 
Light  and  Power  Syndicate  to  break  up  streets, 
cross  bridges — generally,  all  the  powers  apper- 
taining to  local  government  were  to  be  given 
to  this  syndicate.  Now  all  this  had  been 
changed,  and  if  honourable  members  would 
take  the  pains  to  look  at  it  they  would  see 
that  the  appellatives  of  *'  Mayor,  Councillors, 
and  Burgesses"  had  taken  the  place  of  *'the 
Syndicate."  If  members  took  the  trouble  to 
look  at  the  Bill  they  would  see  it  was  a  perfect 
object-lesson  in  the  way  alike  of  erasure  and 
supplement.  But,  unfortunately,  as  far  as  he 
understood  the  Bill,  it  was  merely  in  appear- 
ance that  this  had  been  done — it  was  the 
homage  that  hypocrisy  often  paid  to  virtue; 
and,  while  the  Mayor,  Councillors,  and  Bar- 
gesses  of  Qore  appeared  in  the  Bill,  they  were 
simply  to  contract  with  this  company  to  do 
the  work  all  the  same.  He  was  not  about  to 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  he 
would  like  to  put  on  record,  in  the  first  place, 
that  it  was  contrary  to  all  the  principles  of 
sound  local  government  that  any  outside  body, 
any  syndicate  or  company  seeking  profit,  should 
be  empowered  to  supply  either  light  or  water 
to  a  Corporation.  Safeguard  the  arrangements 
as  thev  pleased,  do  anything  they  could  in  the 
way  of  binding  a  syndicate  as  fast  as  possible, 
it  was  certain  that  some  day  the  ratepayers 
would  find  themselves  in  the  wrong  box,  and 
something  would  arise  whereby  they  would  be 
bound  to  submit  to  certain  disabilities,  and 
would  be  unable  to  help  themselves.  Now,  all 
this  could  he  avoided  when  the  constituted 
autiiorities,  who  had  really  the  right  to  do  these 
things,  were  appointed  to  do  them,  because  the 
ratepayers  had  it  in  their  power  to  take  steps 
to  provide  a  remedy.  In  the  second  place,  a 
Corporation  was  just  as  able  to  start  works  of 
this  kind  with  efficiency  and  economy  9A  any 
outside  body  could  possibly  be.  There  could  be 
no  good  reason  in  the  nature  of  things  that  they 
should  set  themselves  aside  for  any  outside 
body  whatever.  In  point  of  fact,  the  work 
ought  to  be  done  most  economically  by  the 
Corporation  itself,  for  it  was  not  necessary  for 
its  members  to  look  to  the  matter  of  profit  in 
the  same  way  as  an  outside  body  must  neces- 
sarily do.  Then,  with  reference  to  the  3rd 
clause, — ^that  relating  to  the  Board  of  Control 
for  the  purposes  of  this  work, — ^he  iwas  aware 
that  this  clause  occurred  both  in  the  Welling- 
ton ctfkd  Christchuroh  Electric  Lighting  Acts. 
At  the  same  time,  ho  thought  it  right,  before 
the  Bill  passed,  that  he  should  once  more  pro- 
test against  it.  Of  course  the  Government  had 
a  pexfect  right  to  see  that  their  telegraphic 
lines  were  not  injured  in  any  way,  but  there 
was  an  essential  difference  between  the  Go- 
vernment watching  their  own  interests  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  and  having  the  initiative 
and  the  absolute  control.    He  thought  that  in 


passing  measures  of  this  kind  they  were  inflict- 
mg  injury  on  that  form  of  local  government 
which  would  be  found  in  the  long-run  to  be  the 
stronghold  of  all  popular  freedom.  He  was  not 
going  to  oppose  the  second  reading,  but  he 
thought  it  was  his  duty  to  make  the  protest 
which  he  now  ms^le. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said,  as  one  who  had  opposed 
this  Bill  at  a  former  stage,  he  just  wished  to 
say  one  or  two  words  now.  As  the  Bill  had  now 
been  altered  he  did  not  think  much  fault  could 
be  found  with  it,  because  it  gave  power  to  the 
Corporation  to  make  a  bargain  with  a  private 
company.  The  Bill  as  it  was  first  introduced 
gave  to  a  private  company  certain  powers. 
It  was  true  that  the  expression  was  **  to  make 
an  agreement  with  the  company  "  ;  but  now 
the  provision  was  entirely  altered,  and  the 
Corporation  had  a  right,  and  had  a  right  to 
lease  that  right.  Therefore  he  did  not  think 
there  could  be  much  objection  to  the  Bill, 
seeing  that  at  the  end  of  the  lease  the  Corpora- 
tion could  take  over  the  plant,  and  so  on,  on 
paying  the  then  value,  without  any  compensa- 
tion in  the  nature  of  goodwill. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  What  part  of  the  Bill  is 
that? 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  thought  it  was  in  - 
the  last  clause :  at  any  rate,  it  was  in  the  Bill. 
That  being  so,  this  Bill  was  quite  different 
from  either  the  Wellington  or  the  Christchuroh 
Bill.  It  was  far  better ;  and  therefore  he  did 
not  think  there  could  be  much  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  FISH  might  say  he  was  as  much  against 
corporate  bodies  divesting  themselves  of  the 
power  to  supply  gas  and  water  as  his  honour-  ' 
able  colleague  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison)  had  ex- 
pressed himself,  and,  although  the  Bill  was 
altered  from  what  it  was  when  originally  intro- 
duced, still  he  did  not  think  it  made  any  very 
salient  difference,  for,  after  all,  the  Corporation  i 
was  parting  with  its  rights.  It  was  all  subject 
to  an  agreement  which  might  be  made  with  the 
Borougn  Council,  and  that  agreement  might  be 
of  an  extremely  favourable  character  to  the 
company,  or  might  not.  However,  as  the  last 
speaJcer  had  said,  the  Corporation  had  the 
power  to  resume,  and  it  was  for  the  boroagh  to 
take  care  that  the  terms  of  the  contract  were 
not  of  a  kind  to  seriously  injure  the  borough 
when  the  twenty-one  years  had  passed.  There 
was  another  point  in  the  Bill  which  would  be 
observed,  and  it  was  certainly  a  very  great  safe- 
guard. In  the  first  place,  a  public  meeting  of  , 
ratepayers  had  to  be  held  to  confirm  or  object 
to  the  preliminary  agreement;  and,  after  the 
agreement  had  been  finally  considered  by  the 
local  body,  a  poll  of  the  burgesses  had  to  be 
taken  as  to  whether  the  agreement  should  be 
given  effect  to  or  not.  If  they  answered  in' 
the  negative,  all  things  done  precedent  to  that 
were  null  and  void.  He  thought  it  was  a  pity 
the  Gore  Borough  was  not  at  the  present  time 
in  a  position  to  grapple  with  this  work  itself, 
but  under  the  circumstances  he  did  not  think 
he  would  be  justified  in  opposing  the  Bill, 
although  he  had  very  much  objection  to  the 
principle  of  the  borough  giving  away  any  of  its 
rights  in  that  direction. 
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Mr.  BIGHABDSON  said  the  BiU  seemed  to 
have  met  with  general  approval.  The  only 
reason  why  it  was  desired  that  the  borough 
should  have  the  right  of  lease— the  rights 
giranted  by  the  Bill — was  that  the  borough 
was  not  in  a  financial  position  at  present  to 
nhdertake  the  expenditure.  With  regard  to 
the  other  point  mentioned  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison) 
— ^namely,  as  to  the  Board  of  Control— he  did 
not  altogether  approve  of  that:  he  thought 
t^at  power  went  rather  too  far  ;  but  the  pro- 
vtsions  in  regard  to  the  Board  of  Control  had 
been  put  into  the  Bill  to  meet  objections  raised 
by  the  Government  witii  regara  to  it.  He 
hpped  the  Bill  would  be  allowed  to  pass  its 
t^ird  reading,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  of 
^foel  value  in  future  legislation,  as  giving  better 
lines  on  which  to  draft  similar  BiUs  than  any- 
thing which  had  already  passed  the  House. 

Beport  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

J.  LUNDON. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  laid  on  the  table  a  return 
(pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  House,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Duthie)  of  the  evidence  taken  in 
the  case  of  Natives  t;.  J.  Lundon,  and  a  copy 
of  the  Magistrate's  judgment.  He  moved,  That 
the  paper  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Hon.  Mbhbbbs. — And  be  printed  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  paper  being  referred  to  the  Printing 
Committee. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said,  as  this  was  a  matter  of 
considerable  interest  to  the  public,  he  thought 
the  pa]per  should  be  printed.  He  would  move 
acoordingly. 

A  division  being  called  for, 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  desired  to  ask  Mr. 
Speaker's  ruling  on  a  point  of  order.  If  the 
vote  was  against  the  paper  being  printed,  it 
ooold  not,  he  presumed,  be  printed  at  all,  and 
could  not  even  be  referred  to  the  Printing 
Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  his  view  was  that  if  a 
question  was  put  for  the  printing  of  a  docu- 
ment, and  it  was  refused,  it  simply  meant  that 
the  House  did  not  order  it  to  be  printed.  He 
did  not  think  it  would  debar  the  Printing  Com- 
niittee  from  considering  whether  it  should  be 
pirinted. 

An  Hon.  Mevbeb.— They  have  still  a  dis- 
cretion ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  so. 

The  House  divided  on  Mr.  Duthie's  amend- 
ment. 
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O'Conot 
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Sandford 

Seddon 

Shera 

Stout 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Willis. 

TelUrs. 
Joyce 
Lawry. 


Paibs, 
For. 
Fergus 

Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mills,  J. 
Swan 
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Against, 
Piokerton 
Ward 

Smith,  E.  M. 
Tanner 
Dawson 
Smith,  W.  C. 


Majority  against,  1. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed 
to. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

Mr.  SEDDON  submitted  the  proposals  of  the 
Midland  Railway  Company,  and  moved.  That 
the  papers  do  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed, 
and  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee. He  might  say  that  the  company  had . 
sent  in  that  day  amended  proposals,  which 
were  attached  to  the  original  proposals. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  was  going  to  suggest  whether 
a  simple  motion  that  the  papers  be  referred  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee  was  sufficient ; 
whether  it  should  not  be  added  to  in  some  way 
—  namely,  that  the  Conmiittee  examine  the 
proposals,  and  report  to  the  House.  The  ques- 
tion was,  whether  that  was  implied  in  the 
motion  or  not.  Perhaps  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  state. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Committee  had  al- 
ready taken  general  power  to  call  for  persons 
and  papers,  and  when  papers  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  report- 
ing on  them.  He  would,  however,  move,  That 
the  papers  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  and  that  the  said  Committee  report 
thereupon. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  did  not  wish  to  raise  a 
debate  upon  this  question  now,  because  ob- 
vioudy  they  were  not  in  the  possession  of  the 
facts  at  aJl;  but  he  must  say  that  his  own 
opinion  was  that  a  large  and  important  ques- 
tion like  this  was  not  a  subject  for  the  ex- 
amination of  a  Committee.  It  was  a  question, 
upon  which  the  House  and  the  country  ex- 
pected the  Government  to  give  an  opinion  as 
to  the  course  which  they  proposed  to  take,  and 
the  referring  of  a  question  of  this  magnitude  to 
a  Committee  was  not  a  proper  course  to  take. 
They  expected  the  Government  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  recommending  a  course  to  the 
House. 

•  Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  reply  to  that,  aU 
he  could  say  was  this:  that  it  was  a  very 
strange  thing  that  last  session,  when  the  same 
matter  was  in  dispute,  i^hen  the  Pablio  Ac- 
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ooimts  Oommittee  recommended  the  Govern- 
ment to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  com- 
pany, and  the  Government,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  had 
entered  into  saeh  negotiations,  and  when  those 
negotiations  had  arrived  at  the  stage  which 
the  Government  considered  was  the  proper  one 
for  tiie  details  of  these  proposals,  as  submitted, 
to  be  again  referred  to  the  Committee,  fault 
should  be  found  with  the  Government  because 
it  desired  to  do  what  was  right  to  the  company 
and  to  the  Government  as  well.  Under  these 
circumstances,  and  when  it  was  proposed  in 
the  ordinary  course  to  refer  this  large  question 
to  the  Committee,  to  be  found  fault  with  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  for  so  doing  was 
one  of  those  things  that  one  could  not  under- 
stand. He  trusted  the  question  would  go  to 
the  Oommittee,  and  that  the  fullest  inquiry 
would  be  made;  and,  when  the  proper  time 
came  for  action,  the  Govenmient  would  not 
shirk  the  proper  responsibility  that  was  oast 
upon  them  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

A.  J.  COGHLAN. 

Mr.  0.  H.  MILLS  presented  a  report  from 
the  Publio  Petitions  Committee  on  the  petition 
of  Arthur  James  Ooghlan.  The  Committee  re- 
commended that  the  petitioner  be  paid  the  sum 
of  £70  as  compensation  in  full  satisfaction  of 
his  loss.  He  moved,  That  the  report  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Government. 

Mr.  LAWBY  said  the  Bailway  Commission- 
ezB  were  willing  to  pay  Mr.  Goghlan's  claim, 
which  they  recognised  as  being  thoroushly  esta- 
blished by  the  affidavits  that  had  been  put 
in  as  evidence  before  the  Oommittee.  The 
Commissioners,  however,  desired  to  be  fortified 
by  a  report  from  the  Public  Petitions  Commit- 
tee, and  were  prepared  to  pay  the  claim  on 
a  recommendation  from  the  Committee.  He 
(Mr.  Lawry),  however,  desired  to  make  assur- 
ance doubly  sure,  and  would  move.  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  Bailway  Com- 
missionerB  should,  without  delay,  give  effect  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  as  set 
forth  in  the  report. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  word  his  amendment  somewhat 
differently. 

Mr.  LAWBY  did  not  think  any  member  of 
the  House  would  dissent  from  the  opinion  tiiat 
the  Commissioners  were  entitled  to  compensate 
this  man  for  his  loss.  He  was  willing  to  word 
his  amendment  differently. 

Mr.  SEDDON  suggested  that  it  be  worded 
is  a  recommendation  from  the  House  that 
the  Bailwav  Commissioners  should  notify  ap- 
proval of  this  man  being  compensated.  The 
amendment  should  be.  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
Ihe  House,  the  Bulway  Coinmissioners  should 
seeommend  that  the  petitioner  be  recom- 
pensed. That  would  be  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion on  the  part  of  the  House  tnat  the  Bailway 
OommissionetB  should  recommend  accordingly. 

8iz  J.  HALL  said  that,  as  this  involved  an 
expenditure  of  public  money,  they  ought  to 
vkt  a  seaaon  from  the  Govenonent  lor  it. 


Mr.  SEDDON  was  satisfied  that  it  was  one 
of  those  cases  in  which  the  Bailway  Commis- 
sioners might  recommend  that  this  person 
should  be  recompensed.  They  could  not  put 
on  the  railway  estimates  anything  that  was 
not  recommended  by  the  Commissioners.  That 
was  why  he  suggested  that  the  only  means  of 
testing  the  question  was  to  move  that  the 
House  was  of  opinion  that  the  Bailway  Com- 
missioners should  recommend  that  this  person 
should  be  recompensed.  Then,  of  course,  the 
Commissioners  recommended  the  amount,  and 
the  House  gave  effect  to  it. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  it  was  rather  an  odd  thing 
to  tell  the  Commissioners  what  they  were  to 
recommend. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  House  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  fix  the  amount  of  compensation.  They 
had  simply  to  resolve  that  a  respectful  address 
be  presented  to  the  Governor  that  provision  be 
made  accordingly,  but  they  were  not  in  pos- 
session of  the  facts  upon  which  they  could 
recommend  the  amount. 

Sir  J.  HALL  thought  the  proper  course 
would  be  by  address  to  the  Governor  recom- 
mending that  such  an  amount  as  the  Bailway 
Commissioners  might  recommend  should  be 
appropriated  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  why  he  sug- 
gested it. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB  was  afraid  the  words  sug- 
gested by  the  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
mere  would  bring  them  into  a  difficulty.  They 
could  not  resolve  upon  an  address  to  His  Ex- 
cellency in  relation  to  a  contemplated  appror 
priation  without  going  into  Committee.  The 
objection  to  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable 
member  rested  mainly  on  the  word  "accord- 
ingly." **  Accordingly  "  meant  that  the  recom- 
mendation was  to  be  consequent  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee,  and  therefore 
implied  a  money  grant.  If  that  word  were 
taken  out,  and  words  were  used  such  as  would 
merely  be  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  House  that  the  Bailway  Commissioners 
should  make  a  recommendation  on  the  subject, 
the  proper  form  would  be  observed. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  House  was 
not  acquainted  with  the  ease  that  was  under 
consideration.  Some  honourable  member  who 
knew  the  circumstances  might  explain  them. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  said  it  was  he  who  pre- 
sented the  petition  to  the  House ;  and  the  facts 
of  the  case  nriefly  were  that  the  petitioner  had 
recently  got  married,  and  all  the  money  he  had 
in  the  world  had  been  put  into  his  dwelling- 
house,  when  one  very  wmdy  day  a  spark  from 
a  passing  train  ignited  the  house,  the  result 
being  that  it  was  burnt  down.  All  the  man's 
furniture  was  destroyed,  and  nobody  denied 
that  the  BaUway  Commissioners'  locomotive 
was  the  cause  of  the  fire.  The  Commissioners 
themselves  admitted  that  the  man  was  entitled 
to  some  compensation,  but  they  recommended 
him  to  petition  the  House,  as  they  had  no 
power  to  pay  him.  There  had  been  several 
other  petitions  about  the  Bailway  Commis- 
sioners, and  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
put  the  several  amounts  on  the  estimates. 
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The  motion  wcis  then  passed  in  the  following 
amended  form:  <*That  the  report  be  referred 
to  the  Government  with  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion on  the  part  of  this  House  that  the  Railway 
Oommissioners  should  make  recommendation 
on  the  subject." 

REPRESENTATION  BILL  (No.  2). 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  for  leave  to  introduce 
this  Bill.  The  Bill  was  to  adjust  the  present 
boundaries  of  the  electorates  in  some  oases 
where  it  was  found  that  adjustment  was  neces- 
saiy. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said,  if  he  understood  the 
Premier  correctly,  this  was  to  be  a  Bill  of  very 
great  importance,  and  altered  the  principle 
upon  which  the  electorates  were  now  formed 
under  the  authority  of  the  existing  law. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  alteration 
of  principle. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  the  Premier  should  give 
them  a  little  more  information  about  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill.  In  a  paper  which  supported 
the  Government  he  had,  indeed,  found  particu- 
lars of  what  the  Bill  contained.  In  fact,  that 
was  what  had  to  be  done  nowadays :  one  had 
to  look  into  the  columns  of  either  the  Minis- 
terial morning  journal,  or  some  other  paper 
supporting  the  Government,  for  information  as 
to  the  contents  of  Bills  before  they  were  com- 
municated to  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  himself  read  in 
the  Evemng  Post  statements  as  to  the  con- 
tents of  Government  Bills  regarding  questions 
that  he  had  not  settled  himself. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  he  gathered  from  a  news- 
paper which  supported  the  Government  that 
one  of  the  features  of  this  Bill  was  to  be  ^at, 
when  the  Commissioners  had  determined  what 
the  boundaries  of  the  districts  should  be,  then 
their  proposals  were  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House,  and  the  House  was  to  go  into  the 
matter  and  settle  the  new  districts.  This  was 
a  very  important  alteration,  which  went  to  the 
root  of  the  system  now  established  for  the 
definition  of  electoral  districts.  Perhaps  the 
Premier  would  be  good  enough  to  tell  the 
House  if  that  really  was  a  feature  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  PALMER  hoped  there  would  be  some 
alteration  in  the  Act,  because  every  member 
of  the  House  would  admit  that  the  Com- 
missioners who  had  out  up  the  districts  could 
not  have  made  more  absurd  and  irregular 
ones.  They  had  not  thought  of  community 
of  interests  of  the  districts,  or  of  the  trouble 
there  would  be,  not  only  to  the  candidates,  hue 
to  the  districts  themselves.  He  thought  the^ 
candidates  were  a  secondary  consideration .  But 
take  the  District  of  Eden,  which  Mr.  Mitchel- 
son  represented.  For  that  Electorate  the 
Commissioners  had  taken  two  ends  of  a  dis- 
trict to  make  one  whole.  The  City  of  Auck- 
land separated  the  two  parts  of  the  district. 
They  might  as  well  take  a  little  of  Wellington 
and  a  little  of  the  far  end  of  Auckland  and 
make  one  district  of  it,  or  a  part  of  the  North 
Cape  and  a  part  of  Stewart  Island.  They  had 
taken  pajrts  the  interests  of  which  were  not 
similar  to  make  one  district.   He  did  not  think 


that  was  fair.    There  should  be  community  of  - 
interest.    No  member  of  the  House  could  say 
that  the  people  of  any  district  were  satisfied 
with    the  way  in  which   the    districts   were 
settled. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  think  it  was  usual  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  a  Bill  on  its  first  resMting, 
but  he  rose  to  say  that  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment  would  not  proceed  with  the  Bill  at  all. 
It  was  a  great  mistake  to  have  this  question 
discussed  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  They 
knew  what  it  meant.  Those  who  were  in  the 
House  when  these  representation  questions 
were  discussed  must  know  that  they  led  to  far 
worse  trouble  than  what  the  honomrable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata  had  spoken  of. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  only  not 
usual,  but  not  permissible,  to  discuss  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  Bill  on  the  first  reading.  That, 
however,  was  not  the  stage  to  which  this  Bill 
had  reached.  It  was  only  a  question  at  present 
of  permission  being  given  to  introduce  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  mem- 
her  for  Ellesmere  had  put  a  question  to  the 
Premier. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Why  do  you  not  let  me 
reply  to  it  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  did  not  think  they 
had  much  occasion  to  wait  for  the  Premier's ' 
reply;  they  had  that  reply  shining  out  from 
the  honourable  gentleman's  face.  It  was  quite ' 
plain  that  the  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere had  just  fallen  into  one  of  the  traps  bo 
skilfully  and  frequently  set  by  the  Premier; 
and  the  Premier,  as  usual,  sought  to  escape, 
and  not  infrequently  with  success  too,  by  a 
side-issue  from  the  real  question  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  had  endea- 
voured to  put  before  the  House,  and  that  was, 
whether  it  was  right  or  proper  that  any  Govern- 
ment on  those  benches  should  persistently  send 
abroad  through  the  newspapers  which  supported . 
them  information 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  was  raising  another  question  altogether* 
He  could  not  now  discuss  the  question  whether 
the  Government  should  give  information  to  the 
newspapers  or  not. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would,  then,  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House.     He  did  not  seek' 
to  travel  outside  the  question.    He  understood  - 
that  the  question  on  which  he  touched  was  dis- 
cussed before  he  rose  to  address  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  want  to  restrict  the 
latitude  allowable  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  any  way,  but  he  would  point  out  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  asked  a 
question  of  the  Government  as  to  what  the 
Bill  did  contain,  justifying  that  question  by  a 
circumstance  within  his  Imowledge :  he  stated 
that  he  had  seen  something  in  a  newspaper 
purporting  to  be  a  prSds, — and  wished  to  know 
whether  it  was  a  correct  one  or  not.  That  was^ 
permissible ;  but  it  did  not  open  the  door  to  a 
general  discussion  as  to  whether  the  Govern- 
ment was  responsible  for  sending  information.' 
to  any  particular  newspaper  or  newspapers. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Government  knesv^ 
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vezy  well  that  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
giying  that  information  all  over  the  colony 
before  the  House  had  any  opportunity  what- 
ever of  gaining  that  information ;  and  a  ^aes> 
tion  which  arose  before  the  House  a  few  nights 
previously,  when  the  Premier  sought  to  post- 
pone a  number  of  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper  in 
Older  to  reach  something  which  was  lower 
down,  illustrated  what  the  Qovemment  were 
constantly  doing  to  suit  their  own  purposes — 
namely,  keeping  honourable  gentlemen  in  ig- 
norance of  what  was  coming  on  until  the  last 
moment> 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  there  was  no  pleasing 
some  people.  Even  the  honourable  member 
for  EUesmere  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa  objected  to  the  Government  giving 
information.  Thoy  had  been  trying  the  whole 
of  the  session  to  get  information  from  the 
Qovemment,  absolutely  without  being  able  to 
get  it ;  and  now  they  gave  information — which 
he  admitted  was  a  little  iiregular— members 
objected  to  it.  They  ought  to  be  thankful  for 
getting  information  in  any  shape  at  all,  more 
particularly  as  they  never  knew  what  was  going 
on.  The  Order  Paper  was  so  jumped  about 
that  a  Bill  would  be  read  a  first  time  at  half- 
past  two,  and  an  endeavour  would  be  made  to 
read  it  a  second  and  a  third  time  before  three. 
Surely,  honourable  members  should  jump  at 
the  opportunity  of  getting  information,  even  in 
this  irregular  way.  Wi(£  regard  to  this  Bill, 
he  thought  the  Premier  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  bring  it  down  at  all  if  the  statement  alluded 
to  was  correct.  If  it  was  correct,  then  the  Bill 
directly  violated  the  whole  principle  on  which 
the  electoral  basis  rested ;  and  if  it  was  read  a 
second  time,  probably  by  a  docile  majority,  the 
principle  would  be  affirmed,  and  they  would  go 
to  the  elections  on  a  system  which  the  House 
had  declared  an  Improper  one.  He  thought 
the  House  should  not  allow  such  a  Bill  to  be 
introduced  at  all. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said,  in  reference  to  the 
Bepresentation  Bill,  he  would  suggest  to  the 
Qovemment  that  he  thought  what  would  meet 
the  whole  difficulty  would  be  an  alteration  of 
the  personnel  of  the  Board.  It  would  be  much 
better  if  the  Board  of  Commissioners  consisted 
of  the  whole  of  the  Chief  Provincial  Surveyors 
in  the  colony,  and  then  they  would  have  all 
the  local  knowledge  which  was  necessary,  and 
which  they  had  not  on  the  present  Board.  For 
instance,  the  Commissioner  of  Taxes  was  to  be 
one  of  the  Commissioners,  and  he  had  no  local 
knowledge  whatever.  If  the  Board  was  altered 
BO  that  all  the  Provincial  Surveyors  would  be 
upon  it,  that  would  meet  the  whole  difficulty, 
in  his  opinion. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  only  wished  to 
point  out,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Premier,  that 
Ti  there  was  anything  approaching  to  a  waste 
of  time  on  this  occasion,  itom.  his  own  point  of 
view  he  was  himself  entirely  to  blame  for  it. 
It  was  a  most  unusual  thing  to  discuss  a  Bill 
on  the  question  of  giving  leave  to  introduce  it. 
Obviously  it  was  an  improper  thing,  because 
the  substance  of  the  Bill  was  not  before  them. 
Vbe  invariable  rule  was  -to  give  leave  to  intro- 


duce Bills.  The  reason  this  discussion  had 
arisen  was  probably  that  the  Premier  followed 
the  objectionable  practice  of  disseminating 
amongst  his  newspapers  particulars  of  Bills 
coming  before  the  House  before  the  Bills, 
were  printed.  If  that  had  not  been  done  on 
this  occasion,  leave  would  have  been  granted 
without  a  single  word  being  said ;  and  if  the 
Premier  wished  to  save  the  time  of  the  House 
he  would  drop  that  practice,  and  let  the  House 
have  the  first  indication  of  what  was  coming 
before  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  very  much  regretted  that  any 
time  should  be  occupied  in  this  matter.  He 
might  say  at  once,  in  reply  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  EUesmere,  that,  so  far  as  the 
Government  were  concerned,  he  would  not  like 
himself  to  be  held  responsible  for  what  he 
sometimes  gave  credit  to  smart  reporters  of  the 
different  newspapers,  who  were  in  the  galleries,, 
who  were  talking  with  honourable  members, 
and  whose  business  it  was  to  get  information 
and  to  forestall  the  Government,  and  even  the 
Opposition.  If  the  reporters  were  to  be  blamed 
for  that,  then  he  did  not  know  why  they  should 
be  blamed,  because  they  had  done  their  duty  to 
their  employers  and  earned  their  bread-and- 
butter.  He  hoped  the  day  would  never  come 
when  the  House  would  find  fault  with  reporters 
who  had  simply  done  their  duty.  He  might 
say  that  in  this,  as  in  many  other  matters 
he  was  blamed,  and  blamed  wrongfully.  He 
had  read,  himself,  in  the  Evening  Post,  as 
regarded  the  Government  Railways  Bill,  a 
paragraph  which  surprised  him.  He  had  not^ 
himself,  more  than  committed  that  Bill  to 
paper;  he  had  not  given  it  to  the  Printer  or 
submitted  it  to  his  colleagues :  yet  there  it  was- 
almost  word  for  word  as  it  would  be  seen  in 
the  Bill.  Yet  would  the  House  accuse  him  of 
giving  that  information  to  a  reporter? — because 
if  they  made  him  responsible  for  what  appeared 
in  the  Times  they  must  hold  him  equally  re- 
sponsible for  what  appeared  in  the  Post.  That, 
he  thought,  was  a  fair  argument.  Then,  would 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  be- 
lieve him  when  he  told  him  that  a  friend  of  his 
who  had  considerable  experience  said  to  him 
the  other  day,  '*  If  you  want  to  watch  what 
the  Opposition  is  up  to,  read  the  Hawke's  Bay 
Herald :  that  is  all  you  have  got  to  do  "  ?  He 
had  read  that  paper.  Of  course,  he  was  very 
much  pleased  to  hear  the  honourable  member 
for  EUesmere  confess  that  he  read  the  morning 
Times,    That  was  an  admission  on  his  part. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — Because  there  is  no  other 
morning  paper. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  the  country 
would  go  into  mourning  for  that.  But,  joking 
apart,  the  Government  considered  this  a  neces- 
sary Bill.  Whether  they  passed  it  this  session 
or  not  would  depend  upon  the  course  of  busi- 
ness. All  he  said  was  this :  that,  so  far  as  the 
boundaries  stood,  the  whole  thing  was  simply 
a  farce.  What  was  required,  and  what  this 
Bill  intended  to  provide,  was  that  there  should 
be  two  Boards,  one  for  the  South  and  one  f<»* 
the  Norths 
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Six  J.  HALL.— That  is  what  the  newspaper 
flayB- 

llr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  so.  It  was  no 
secret.  He  had  said  that  in  the  lobhies.  When 
the  honoarable  member  for  Inangahua  spoke 
this  session  he  said  he  objected  altogether  to 
the  House  having  given  away  its  powers  in 
zespeot  of  boundaries,  and  so  on.  In  fact,  he 
(Mr.  Seddon)  intended,  and  he  thought  he  said 
so  openly  when  the  first  Bepresentati'*^  Bill 
was  before  the  House,  and  when  th^  honour- 
able member  for  Wallace  raised  the  larger 
question — he  (Mr.  Seddon)  said  he  would  in- 
troduce another  Bill.  This  was  the  Bill  that 
was  to  adjust  the  boundaries,  and  allow  them 
to  remain  until  the  population  had  increased 
by  25  per  cent.  It  was  not  contemplated  to 
l^t  the  House  fix  the  boundaries.  With  regard 
to  laying  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  on 
the  table,  that  was,  he  thought,  the  law  at  the 
present  time,  and  would  follow  as  a  matter 
of  course.  He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  giving 
Information  to  the  reporters.  His  friends  op- 
posite would  admit  that  it  was  a  perfect  nui- 
sance the  way  Ministers  were  asked  for  informa- 
tion —  vezy  respectfully,  and  he  did  not  blame 
the  reporters ;  but  when  a  reporter  came  tap- 
ping at  the  door  just  at  a  time  when  a  Minister 
wanted  to  be  doing  something,  it  was  just  as 
much  as  one  could  do  to  be  civil  under  the 
circumstances, — and  to  be  blamed  when  the 
information  appeared  in  the  paper  made  the 
thing  worse.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  al- 
lowed to  be  introduced,  and  members  would  see 
for  themselves  that  it  would  be  a  very  good 
Bill.  The  Surveyor-General,  the  Commissioner 
of  Lands  at  Auckland,  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Taxes  would  be  the  Board  for  the  North 
Island.  The  Commissioner  of  Taxes  had  more 
information  with  regard  to  the  value  of  proper- 
ties  

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — That  has  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man say  why  it  is  proposed  to  deal  with  it  this 
.session  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  because  of  this :  After 
every  general  election  two  years  of  the  census 
time  was  gone.  They  would  ha^e  this  election 
and  another  in  between,  and  this  Bill  was  to 
adjust  the  boundaries  before  the  next  general 
election  after  the  next  election. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Why  not  leave  it  to  next 
Parliament  ? 

.  Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  could  be  done,  but  he 
considered  that  now  was  the  time  to  do  it. 
The  adjustment  of  the  present  boundaries  was 
absolutely  necessary,  because  they  wished  to 
kee^  the  districts  as  they  were  until  there  was 
an  increased  population  of  25  per  cent.,  the 
same  as  in  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — Are  you  going  to  alter  them 
for  the  next  elections  ? 

.  Mr.  SEDDON  said  certainly  not.  He  did 
not  know  why  members  should  be  afraid  of 
reading  the  Bill  and  discussing  it. 

Leave  granted,  and  the  Bill  read  a  first  time. 


NATIVE  AEPAIBS  OOMMITTBB. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  the  name  of 
Mr.  Oadman  was  added  to  the  Native  Afiaiis : 
Oommittee. 

GOLDFIELDS  COMMITTEE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  the  name 
of  Mr.  McGowan  was  added  to  the  Goldfields 
Committee. 

ORDNANCE  AND  WARLIKE  STORES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House 
giving  details  of  the  expenditure,  amounting 
to  £3,968,  during  last  year,  for  ordnance  and 
other  warlike  stores :  the  return  to  include  the 
names  of  all  persons  through  or  from  whom 
purchases  have  been  made,  commissions  paid, 
invoice  and  landed  cost  of  all  such  goods. 

SUBSIDIES  TO  LOCAL  BODIES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SWAN,  it  was  ordered. 
That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House  of  all . 
subsidies  paid  under  the  Local  Bodies'  Finance 
and  Powers  Act  for  the  last  financial  year  to 
the    several   boroughs,    counties,    and    Road 
Boards :  such  return  to  show  the  amount  paid 
to  each  county  and  the  several  Road  Boarda 
within  its  limits,  and  the  amount  collected  by ' 
general  rates  in  each  district  for  the  same 
period. 

CHEVIOT  ESTATE  DISPOSITION  BILL. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Sir,  before  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  I  desire  to  make  a 
statement  in  connection  with  a  reply  I  gave  the 
other  day  to  the  honourable  member  for  Ma* 
taura.  That  honourable  gentleman  put  a  ques- 
tion to  me  as  to  whether  on  the  second  reading 
of  tiiis  Bill  the  House  would  get  an  opportuni^ 
of  discussing  the  Crown  Lands  Report  and  the 
general  administration  of  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment. Now,  I  think  it  would  be  an  inoppor- 
tune time  to  take  that  discussion  on  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  it  is  my  intention  to 
introduce  a  Bill  in  a  few  days  amending  a  few 
technical  errors  which  crept  into  the  Land 
Act  of  last  session,  and  it  would  be  better  to 
ti^e  the  discussion  on  the  Crown  Lands  Re- 
port, and  on  the  administration  of  the  land 
generally,  on  that  Bill.  I  therefore  hope  the 
discussion  on  this  Bill  will  be  confined  to  the 
Bill  itself,  and  will  not  be  extended  to  the 
general  administration  of  the  lands.  Honourable 
gentlemen  have  before  them  a  map  showing 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  dispose 
of  the  Cheviot  Estate.  I  may  inform  honour- 
able members  that  this  is  only  a  preliminary 
map,  and  may  be  altered  a  little  b^ore  we  seU 
the  land:  that  is  to  say,  some  of  the  areas 
may  be  slightly  increased,  and  others  slightly 
decreased,  when  the  surveyors  come  to  make  up 
their  work  finally,  when  they  may  find  thai 
there  are  more  suitable  boundaries.  However, 
this  map  will  show  how  it  is  proposed  to  dis- 
pose of  tne  estate.  In  moving  the  second  reckl- 
ing of  the  Bill,  I  hope  the  House  will  accept 
from  me  a  short  history  of  the  estate — of  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  acquired,  the 
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Teason  which  led  ihe  Governineiiti  to  take  it 
oyer,  what  has  been  done  in  the  matter  since 
the  estate  has  been  taken  over,  and  our  future 
pcoposals  in  connection  with  it.  These  are 
points  upon  which  the  Honse  will  expect 
some  information,  which  I  shall  be  willing 
to  give  to  the  House.  But,  before  proceeding 
to  do  so,  I  may  say  that  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House  is  simply  a  machinerjr  Bill  for  the 
purpose  of  disposing  of  the  estate  in  the  future. 
It  does  not  make  any  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment for  the  estate :  my  honourable  friend  the 
Oolonial  Treasurer,  in  a  few  days,  I  hope,  will 
bring  down  a  measure  that  will  desJ  with 
the  question  of  the  payment  for  the  estate. 
Therefore  I  cannot  at  present  go  into  that 
question.  No  doubt  there  may  be  considerable 
differences  of  opinion  in  the  minds  of  honour- 
able members  in  connection  with  this  estate — 
as  to  its  yalue  for  settlement,  and  whether  the 
Government  should  have  taken  it  over  at  all, 
or  whether  thev  should  not.  A  considerable 
difference  of  opmion  has  existed  all  over  the 
country  in  connection  with  this  estate.  I 
myself  have  read  reports  in  connection  with 
the  estate  in  the  newspapers  of  the  colony, 
and,  after  reading  them,  I  am  quite  certain 
that  a  great  many  of  the  writers  of  those 
reports  and  articles  never  saw  the  estate, 
and  knew  nothing  of  what  they  were  writing 
about,  and  consequently  were  not  able  to  give 
any  sound  opinion  at  all.  However,  Sir,  the 
position  that  we  are  in  at  the  present  time  is 
that  we  have  acquired  the  estate,  and  that  we 
must  dispose  of  it  in  some  manner  or  another 
before  long ;  and  the  question  before  us  is,  how 
to  do  so  to  the  best  advantage.  The  Govern- 
ment was  forced  to  take  over  this  estate, 
for  this  reason :  that  it  was  necessary  in  the 
first  instance  to  protect  the  revenue  of  the 
colony.  The  trustees  or  owners  of  this  estate 
objected  to  the  valuation  put  upon  the  estate 
by  the  Land-tax  Assessors,  as  provided  by  law 
passed  by  this  House.  The  Land-tax  Depart- 
ment valued  the  estate  at  a  certain  price, 
but  the  owners  of  the  estate  said  it  was  not 
worth  that  money,  and  they  asked  the  Gk>vern- 
ment  to  take  it  over  at  the  owners'  valuation, 
and  not  at  the  Government's  valuation,  as  some 
people  imagined.  Had  the  Government  not 
taken  over  the  estate,  it  would  simply  have 
meant  that  they  would  have  to  make  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  valuation  of  the  estate  for  taxation 
purposes ;  and  I  may  say  it  would  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Government,  have  ended  there. 
No  doubt  other  large  landowners  throughout 
the  colony  would  have  had  as  good  a  right  to 
•ay  that  the  valuation  of  the  Government 
assessors  was  wrong,  and  they  would  have  a 
right  to  a  reduction  in  the  same  manner. 
Therefore  honourable  members  will  see  that 
the  question  of  extra  taxation  on  this  one 
estate  was  not  the  only  question  at  stake  in 
this  matter— that  it,  in  fact,  formed  a  very 
much  larger  question  than  the  actual  taxation 
in  connection  with  this  estate  alone.  Honour- 
able members  will  also  be  well  aware  that 
there  could  not  be  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  it 
was  deady  the  duty  of  the  Govemment,  after 


the  valuation  they  got  in  connection  with  ctie 
estate,  to  accede  to  the  rec^uest  of  the  owner, 
and  take  it  over ;  otherwise  they  would  be 
placing  themselves  in  a  very  false  position  in 
connection  with  other  large  estates  in  the 
colony.  The  valuation  of  the  Land-tax  De- 
partment was  £804,826,  which  amounted  to 
about  £8  lis.  6d.  per  acre  all  round.  The 
trustees  of  the  estate  valued  it  at  £260,220,  or 
an  average  of  about  £8  Os.  lljd.  per  acre, 
showing  a  difference  in  valuation  of  £44,606, 
or  10s.  5id.  per  acre.  The  owners  of  the  estate 
asked  that  the  valuation  should  be  reduced  by 
£44,606,  but  the  Land-tax  Department  refusea 
to  make  the  reduction,  and  submitted  the 
matter  to  the  ordinary  Reviewers,  who  were 
appointed  by  the  law  as  passed  by  this  House. 
Tne  Board  61  Beviewers,  after  taking  evidence 
on  both  sides  in  connection  with  the  value  of 
the  estate  from  men  well  qualified  to  give  evi- 
dence on  the  matter,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  department  was  correct,  and  upheld 
the  valuation  of  £804,826.  They  made  some 
few  slight  unimportant  alterations,  but  the 
valuation  on  the  whole  estate  was  virtually 
the  same,  the  only  alteration  being  in  con- 
nection with  improvements.  The  trustees  then 
called  upon  the  Government  to  take  over 
the  estate  at  the  trustees*  valuation  —  not 
at  the  valuation  of  the  Government — ^and,  as 
honourable  members  are  aware,  the  law  pro- 
vides that  the  Govemment  were  competent  to 
do  so.  If  honourable  members  will  look  at  the 
Act  they  will  see  that  the  trustees  were  per- 
fectly within  their  right  in  asking  the  Govem- 
ment to  take  over  the  estate,  and  they  did 
ask  the  Gbvemment  to  do  so.  The  Gk)vem- 
ment  were  then  faced  with  this  question  :  that 
they  must  do  either  the  one  or  the  other — 
either  make  the  reduction  or  take  over  the 
estate^  Before  doing  so  they  asked  for  a 
second  valuation.  This  valuation  was  made 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  in  Can- 
terbury and  the  District  Surveyor  in  the  Amuri 
— ^both  men  well  qualified  to  give  an  opinion 
as  to  the  value  of  tne  estate,  and  as  to  whether 
the  Govemment  were  likely  to  get  their  money 
back.  These  two  gentlemen  went  over  the 
estate,  and  spent  a  considerable  time  there. 
They  took  out  in  a  rough  way  the  areas  of  what 
was  agricultural  and  what  was  pastoral  land, 
and  their  values,  and  they  reported  to  the  Go- 
vemment: their  report  is  on  the  table,  and 
honourable  members  can  see  for  themselves 
what  those  gentlemen  said  in  the  matter.  The 
valuation  which  these  gentlemen  put  on  the 
estate  was  £800,767,  or  £40,547  above  what  the 
trastees  put  upon  the  i>roperty.  This  showed 
the  Government  that  if  the  report  of  their 
officers  was  trustworthy — as  they  had  every 
reason  to  believe  it  was  —  the  property  was 
worth  a  very  large  sum  over  and  above  what 
the  trustees  had  put  upon  it.  However,  the 
Gtovemment  were  not  satisfied  with  this.  They 
thought  that  in  a  case  of  such  importance  a 
valuation  should  be  made  by  some  person  en- 
tirely independent  of  the  Government  and  not 
a  Government  officer.  We  then  asked  Mr. 
McMillan,  a  gentleman  well  known  in  Oanter- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14 


Cheviot  Ustdte 


^[HOUBB.]         Disposition  Bitt.         [Atro.  IS 


'  bury,  and  one  "who  formerly '  held  a  se^  in 
this  House,  and  who  is  well  known  to  honour- 
table  members,  to  make  a  third  valuation 
before  we  decided  what  we  should  do  in  the 
matter.  Mr.  McMillan  made  his  valuation,  and 
it  was  £295,998,  or  £85,790  above  that  of  the 
^owners.  Here,  then,  we  had  three  valuations 
— one  made  by  the  Land-tax  Department,  one 
made  by  competent  officers  of  the  department, 
.  and  one  made  by  Mr.  McMillan,  a  gentleman 
entirely  independent  of  the  Government.  The 
three  valuations  were  so  much  larger  than  the 
amount  the  trustees  put  upon  the  estate  that 
we  were  almost  bound  to  take  it  over.  In  fact, 
the  total  difference  between  the  valuations  that 
we  had  made— that  is,  between  the  highest 
and  the  lowest — was  £8,828,  which  I  am  sure 
honourable  members  will  agree  with  me  was 
not  very  great  in  an  estate  of  such  large  value. 
After  having  got  these  three  valuations,  the 
Government  could  not  possibly  see  their  way 
to  make  the  reduction  required  by  the  owners, 
and  were  forced  into  the  position  of  taking  the 
estate  over.  We  arrived  at  that  stage  after 
very  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  subject 
in  connection  with  land-assessment  and  limd- 
tax  valuation  all  over  the  colony.  We  con- 
sidered we  should  not  be  doing  our  duty  as 
Ministers  of  the  Grown  in  charge  of  the  affairs 
of  the  colony  if  we  did  not  take  the  estate  over, 
seeing  that  the  valuation  was  so  much  higher 
than  the  trustees  were  prepared  to  accept  for 
the  estate.  Then,  another  question  arose  which 
the  Government  had  also  to  consider,  and  that 
was,  an  opportunity  had  been  offered  to  the 
colony  and  to  the  Government  of  acquiring  a 
valuable  piece  of  land,  and  land  very  suitable 
for  settlement  purposes.  We  of  course  took 
that  matter  into  consideration  when  deciding 
the  question  as  to  whether  we  should  take  the 
estate  over  or  not.  The  estate  lies  along  the 
sea- coast.  The  climate  is  equal  to  that  of  any 
portion  of  Canterbury,  as  far  as  I  am  aware, 
and  the  soil  itself  is  in  many  parts  of  very 
excellent  character.  A  large  part  of  the  estate 
is  well  suited  for  being  cut  up  into  small  areas ; 
and  the  very  worst  of  it — the  pastoral  country 
— is  what  I  should  call  first-class  pastoral  land. 
After  the  Government  had  decided  to  take  over 
the  estate  at  the  valuation  of  the  owners,  the 
question  arose,  What  should  be  done  with  it  in 
tiie  meantime?  And  I  may  tell  honourable 
members  that  this  question  was  also  very 
carefully  considered  by  the  Government.  .We 
knew  that  if  we  chose  to  offer  the  Cheviot 
Estate  for  sale  in  one  block  we  could  make 
a  direct  profit  on  it,  and  be  done  with  it  at 
once. 

Mr.  RICHAKDSON.~How  much  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.  — I  believe  we  could 
have  got  from  £40,000  to  £50,000  profit.  I  had 
overtures  made  to  me  in  connection  with  this 
matter  by  a  gentleman  who  was  prepared  to 
go  into  it ;  and  I  believe,  if  I  had  been  will- 
ing to  follow  up  those  overtures,  I  could  have 
got  the  money. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Who  made  the  offer  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  cannot  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman  about  the  offer,  because 
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I  am  hot  in  a  postfeion  to  give  the  name  of  the 
gentleman  who  made  the  offer ;  but  I  caa 
assure  the  House  that  I  had  an  ofi&c,  and  hod 
a  long  conversation  with  the  gentleman,  and 
he  stated  that  there  was  a  syndicate  in  Christ- 
church  ready  to  take  up  the  whole  estate,  and 
at  a  price  which  would  give  us  a  handsome 
profit.  However,  the  Government,  after  cajre- 
fuUy  considering  Uie  matter,  thought  this  was 
a  good  opportunity  of  getting  settlement  there 
— getting  more  people  on  £e  Cheviot  Estate 
than  there  are  at  present ;  and,  taking  that  view 
of  it,  the  Government  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  estate  should  be  broken  up  for  settle- 
ment purposes,  and  the  Lands  Department  was 
asked  to  take  over  the  management  of  the 
estate  at  that  stage.  The  next  question  I  have 
to  deal  with  is  what  we  have  done  with  the 
matter  since  the  estate  came  into  the  hands 
of  the  Lands  Department.  No  doubt  most 
honourable  members  are  aware  that  we  have 
disposed  of  the  estate  for  eleven  months — on 
short  leases  of  eleven  months — with  the  right 
of  resuming  some  37,000  acres  in  October.  The 
87,000  acres  is  only  let  for  six  months,  and  the 
remainder  for  eleven  months,  thus  giving  to  the 
colony  sufficient  time  to  survey  the  estate  and 
to  get  it  in  the  market  for  settlement.  We 
succeeded  in  getting  tenants  to  take  up  the 
estate  for  this  short  time,  and,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  at  what  may  be  considered  reasonable 
rents,  considering  the  short  tenure  we  were  able 
to  give.  We  are  at  the  present  time  receiving 
out  of  this  estate  interest  at  the  rate  of  3}  per 
cent. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — On  what  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— On  the  total  purchase- 
money.  You  must  remember  this:  that  the 
very  best  of  the  land  is  only  disposed  of  for 
six  months;  that  no  one  who  leased  it  could 
crop  it,  and  the  only  use  lessees  can  make  of  it 
is  to  run  their  stock  on  it  for  six  months,  and 
that  in  the  winter  months.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  if  we  had  offered  a  twelve- 
months' lease  of  the  whole  of  the  land  we  could 
have  got  full  4}  per  cent,  interest  on  our  money. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  would  have 
been  so ;  and  I  believe  that  this  year,  when  we 
take  this  87,000  acres  which  is  to  be  put  in  the 
market  in  October,  the  extra  amount  that  we 
shall  get  from  that  portion  of  the  estate  for  the 
next  six  months  will  make  up  the  difference 
between  d§  per  cent,  and  4  per  cent. ;  and  we 
shall  have  this  year,  I  believe,  4  per  cent,  out 
of  the  estate,  notwithstanding,  that  the  estate 
is  in  a  state  of  transition  in  the  way  of  being 
cut  up  into  smaller  areas  and  for  permanent 
settlement.  I  think  that  ought  to  convince  the 
House  to  a  large  extent  that  the  purchase  has 
been  a  good  one.  If,  as  I  have  said,  I  had  been 
prepared  at  the  time  to  give  longer  tenures, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  we  should 
have  got  fully  4^  per  cent,  on  oi2r  money.  That 
having  been  done,  the  question  then  arose  as 
to  the  future  disposal  of  the  estate.  I  may 
explain  to  the  House  that  our  object  in  dispos- 
ing of  37,000  acres  for  six  months  was  to  enable 
us  to  get  the  best  agricultural  land  on  the 
estate  in  the  market  in  the  month  of  October 
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next,  BO  that  the  iBooming  settlers  would  have 
.  an  opportunity  of  getting  their  houses  built 
and  fences  erected,  and  they  could  even  get  a 
crop  of  turnips  for  next  winter.  Those  who  go 
•  smartly  to  work  might  be  able  to  get  horse- 
ieed,  et  cetera.  We  had  this  in  view :  that  it 
would  be  a  good  time  for  the  settlers  to  get  pos- 
session of  £e  land,  as,  at  any  rate,  they  would 
be  able  to  put  in  a  crop  of  wheat  for  the  fol- 
lowing autumn,  and  the  following  year  they 
would  have  a  first  return.  I  thought  October 
would  be  a  more  suitable  month  for  agricultural 
settlers  to  get  on  the  land  than  April,  because 
April  is  too  late  for  anything  to  be  got  ofi 
the  land  that  year :  it  is  too  late  to  prepare  it 
for  wheat  for  that  year,  and  it  would  mean 
building  houses  and  erecting  fences  during  the 
winter.  I  thought  October  was  the  most  suit- 
able month,  and  that  was  the  reckson  why  the 
agricultural  portion  of  the  estate  was  disposed 
of  for  six  months  only.  That  having  been 
done,  the  next  thing  was  to  survey  and  road 
the  estate.  There  is  a  large  staff  of  surveyors 
on  the  ground  at  the  present  time,  and  honour- 
able members  will  see  their  handiwork  in  the 
map  now  before  them.  I  may  say  that  when 
we  got  possession  of  the  estate  no  surveys 
had  been  done.  We  had  to  do  the  triangula- 
tion-work  and  everything  connected  with  it. 
Honourable  members  will  see  that  the  work  is 
well  forward,  and  we  shall  have  no  difGiculty  in 
getting  the  87,000  acres  put  into  the  market 
in  October  next.  Of  course,  the  cost  of  sur- 
veying and  reading  the  estate  will  have  to  be 
added  to  the  capital  value.  We  have  first  to 
deal  with  tiie  question  of  the  Hurunui  Bridge, 
which  will  cost  a  good  sum  of  money  to  repair. 
Then  we  shall  have  to  count  the  cost  of  survey- 
ing, the  cost  of  reading,  and  the  cost  of  repaif- 
ing  the  slip  there.  The  work  is  all  proceeding, 
at  the  present  time,  very  favourably,  and  we 
hope  that  before  the  last  of  the  land  is  sold,  in 
April  next,  the  whole  thing  will  be  complete. 
When  the  land  is  disced  of  to  the  settlers  we 
ahaU  be  able  to  hand  it  over  to  the  new  Cheviot 
County,  created  by  the  Bill  which  was  passed 
the  other  day,  and  the  settlers  will  then  be 
able  to  look  after  it  themselves. 

Mr.  FISH. — Have  you  made  any  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  the  work  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.--We  expect  it  to  cost 
about  £50,000 — surveying,  reading,  repairing 
tiie  Hurunui  Bridge,  and  attending  to  the  slip. 
This  will  bring  up  the  cost  of  the  estate  to 
something  over  £300,000.  The  Bill  now  before 
the  House  is  introduced  with  the  object  of 
giving  us  the  machinery  to  enable  us  to  dispose 
of  it.  And  here  a  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  honourable 
members,  as  has  arisen  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  tluoughout  the  country,  as  to  how  the 
estate  should  be  disposed  of  after  it  has  been 
cut  up.  My  opinion  is,  that  to  make  settle- 
ment successful  at  Cheviot  you  require  three 
things.  You  require  capital,  experience,  and 
labour;  and  my  object  in  dealing  with  the 
estate  as  I  have  done  in  this  Bill  is  to  combine 
the  three  things — that  is,  capital,  experience, 
and  labour.     Honourable  members  may  find 


fault — as  has  been  done  in  the  country — with 
any  portion  of  this  estate  being  let  on  lease 
in  perpetuity,  or  sold  for  cash  again.  I  have 
heard  it  stated  that  the  Government  should 
sell  every  acre  of  it  for  cash,  and  put  the 
money  back  into  the  Treasury.  I  have  had 
dozens  of  letters  and  communications  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  it  seems  as  if  every  one  knows 
better  how  to  dispose  of  this  estate  than  the 
Government,  who  have  the  matter  in  hand.  I 
have  heard  it  stated  that  there  should  be  no 
land  sold  at  all — that  every  acre  should  be  let 
on  perpetual  lease. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  McK£NZIE.-~I  hear  some  honour- 
able members  say,  **Hear,  hear."  Well,  no 
doubt  that  is  a  very  good  theory  if  we  had  any 
amount  of  money ;  but,  tmfortunately,  we  have 
not  an  unlimited  supply  of  money,  and  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  this  matter,  I  think, 
that  we  should  get  a  certain  portion  of  the 
money  which  this  estate  is  going  to  cost  the 
colony  back  into  the  Treasury  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. We  had  these  three  points  to  consider : 
whether  the  land  should  be  sold  entirely  for 
cash,  whether  it  should  be  altogether  disposed 
of  by  lease  in  perpetuity,  or  whether  it  should 
be  disposed  of  by  lease  in  small  grazing-runs, 
or  whether  we  should  have  a  mixture  of  the 
three  methods  of  disposal.  My  own  opinion, 
from  the  very  first,  was  that  we  should  have  a 
mixture — that  we  should  give  opportunity  to 
settlers  who  wished  to  assist  their  sons — ^and  I 
know  there  are  a  great  many  who  are  anxious 
to  take  advants^ge  of  the  opportunity  this  es- 
tate will  give  them,  and  purchase  right  out 
farms  for  their  sons ;  and  there  are  people  also 
who  have  money  of  their  own,  and  who  are 
able  to  purchase  farms  right  out.  And  these,  by 
using  their  capital,  will  assist  to  give  employ- 
ment to  a  number  of  working-men,  for  whom 
we  have  also  been  making  provision  in  the 
shape  of  small  allotments.  I  think  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  labouring -class — who,  we 
hope,  will  take  up  these  small  allotments  which 
we  are  going  to  provide  for — should  be  well  em- 
ployed; and  we  can  only  get  that  by  having 
men  taking  up  a  portion  of  the  country  with 
sufficient  capital  to  purchase  the  land  right 
out,  and  also  to  stock  it  with  their  own  money. 
Then,  we  make  provision  for  leases  in  perpetuil^, 
which  will  meet  the  needs  of  a  number  of  those 
who  have  not  sufficient  capital  to  pay  for  the 
land  outright,  but  who  have  experience,  and 
good  agricultural  knowledge,  and  a  little  money 
— sufficient  at  all  events,  to  pay  the  rental  of  the 
lease  and  to  stock  the  farm.  We  give  these 
people  an  opportunity  of  going  there  and  get- 
ting farms  without  havinff  to  go  to  the  money- 
lender to  get  advances  to  buy  stock.  Then,  we 
have  made  provision  by  which  one-third  of  the 
estate  will  be  laid  off  for  grazing-farms  for 
twenty-one  years.  This  one-third  of  the  estate 
at  the  end  of  twenty-one  years  will  come  back 
to  the  Crown  again,  the  Crown  paying  for  the 
improvements  on  the  farms;  and  I  think 
honourable  members  will  admit  that  it  is 
only  a  reasonable  thing  to  do,  if  you  expect 
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to  get  a  fair  rent  for  these  twenty-one  years, 
to  give  to  the  tenants  a  valuation  for  their 
improvements.  So  that  when  the  time  arrives 
that  the  twentv-one  years  have  expired,  if  the 
population  in  that  portion  of  the  colony  has  so 
increased  as  to  warrant  it,  and  this  settlement 
is  successful,  the  Government  can,  if  they  wish, 
subdivide  this  one- third  of  the  estate  which  will 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  (Government  of  the 
day.  Thev  will  be  able,  I  say,  to  make  still 
further  subdivisions  of  the  estate  if  they  think 
it  necessaty  to  do  so,  or  to  dispose  of  them  in 
the  same  way  as  we  are  proposing  to  do  at  this 
time.  This  Bill  provides,  as  far  as  we  can  at 
the  present  time  do  so,  the  machinery  for  dis- 
posing of  the  estate,  and  my  wish  is  that  we 
should  have  the  fullest  discussion  possible  on 
this  matter.  I  have  submitted  the  Bill  as  it  is 
now  to  the  House,  and  I  wish,  if  the  House 
agrees  to  the  principle  contained  in  the  Bill, 
and  it  is  read  a  second  time — ^for  I  am  not  now 
going  into  details  in  the  matter — ^that  it  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 
If,  therefore,  the  second  reading  is  agreed  to  I 
shall  move  that  the  Bill  be  referred  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  for  its  consideration. 
Then,  when  the  Bill  has  come  back  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  there  will  be  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  various  details  of 
the  measure.  At  the  present  time  I  think 
what  the  House  should  do  is  to  affirm  the 
policy  of  the  Bill— that  is  to  say,  that  one- 
third  of  the  property  should  be  disposed  of 
for  cash;  one-third  on  lease  in  perpetuity; 
and  one-third  as  grazing- farms — which  will 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Crown  again  for  sub- 
division at  the  end  of  twenty-one  years.  I 
do  not  think  a  less  time  than  that  would  be 
advisable — that  is,  if  we  wish  to  have  a  pro- 
sperous and  successful  settlement — and  I  am 
sure  that  would  be  the  desire  of  every  member 
of  the  House.  Tl^e  Bill  as  it  is  before  the 
House  at  the  present  time  simply  contains  the 
machinery  to  do  this;  and  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  I  believe  settlement  would  be 
very  successful  there.  I  believe  that  nothing 
whatsoever  would  be  lost  to  the  Crown  in  con- 
nection with  the  estate,  and,  in  fact,  I  think 
the  estate  will  be  made  a  financial  success.  I 
would,  however,  warn  those  honourable  mem- 
bers who  are  very  anxious  to  talk  about  the 
necessity  of  having  these  large  estates  sub- 
divided, that  if  this  Cheviot  Estate  is  not  made 
a  financial  success  it  will  simply  mean  that  for 
the  next  twenty  years  we  shall  get  no  more 
country  of  that  sort.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
Cheviot  Estate  is  made  a  financial  success,  as  I 
think  it  should  be  made-^the  Minister  of  Lands 
should  make  it  so,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
House — then  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  get 
other  properties  to  dispose  of  in  the  same  way 
when  the  proper  time  comes.  However,  at  the 
present  time  we  have  got  enough  to  do  with 
this  on  our  hands.  No  doubt  the  present  Bill 
is  different  from  any  measure  that  has  ever 
previously  been  ]9a8sed  through  the  House,  be- 
cause it  deals  with  the  first  case  of  the  kind 
we  have  ever  had,  and  therefore,  to  a  certain 
extent,  it  must  be  experimental.  So  far  as 
Mr,  J,  McKnnrie 


mj  dealings  with  the  matter  are  concerned, 
I  have  earnestly  endeavoured  from  the  first  to 
undertake  as  few  experiments  as  possible,  and 
to  insure  that  everything  which  is  done  in  this 
matter  shall  turn  out  a  success.  I  have  no 
doubt,  if  the  House  gives  me  the  power  I  ask 
for  in  this  Bill,  in  twelve  months'  time  I  shall 
be  able  to  come  back  to  the  House — ^if  I  am 
Minister  of  Lands  still — and  show  a  good  re- 
sult both  financially  and  so  far  as  settle- 
ment is  concerned.  I  have  no  doubt  this  Bill 
will  be  criticized  both  unfavourably,  for  the 
reason  that  it  proposes  to  dispose  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  estate  for  cash,  and  favouraoly; 
but  I  would  warn  honourable  members  thai 
it  is  impossible  to  provide  the  whole  of  the 
money  necessary  to  purchase  this  estate,  and 
to  road  and  survey  it,  out  of  revenue,  and  it  will 
be  necessary,  therefore,  to  meet  the  payment 
for  the  estate  by  disposing  of  a  portion  of  it  for 
cash. 

Mr.  RHODES.— Where  do  ypu  propose  to 
get  the  balance  of  the  money  from  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  am  not  going  to 
anticipate  what  my  honourable  colleague  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  will  do.  He  will  bring 
down  his  Bill,  and  explain  his  intentions  to 
the  House.  I  think  you  will  find,  if  this  Bill 
is  carried,  we  shall  get  a  considerable  amount 
of  money  for  one-third  of  the  estate  for  the 
first  year,  and  that  will  assist  considerably  to 
finance  the  other  portion  of  it,  as  my  honour- 
able friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  proposes 
to  do.  However,  I  wish  to  warn  honourable 
gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  selling  any  por- 
tion of  the  estate  for  cash  that  they  must  look 
at  the  matter  from  a  practical  point  of  view. 
They  must  see  that  I  am  going  a  long  way  in 
the  direction  they  favour  by  providing  that 
two-thirds  of  the  estate  shall  not  be  sold — that 
one- third  of  it,  at  the  end  of  twenty-one  years, 
shall  come  back  into  the  hands  of  the  Crown» 
for  further  subdivision  if  the  Crown  thinks  it 
is  necessary  to  take  that  step.  I  hope  honour- 
able members  will  see  their  way  to  allow  the 
Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time ;  and,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, we  must  see  that  the  Bill  before  it  passes 
is  perfect  in  all  its  details.  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  receive  whatever  assistance  I  can 
get  from  the  House  and  from  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  in  putting  the  Bill  into  a  good 
shape.  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that 
the  Cheviot  Estate  will  be  a  success.  So  far  as 
any  one  can  be  satisfied,  I  am  satisfied  in  my 
mind  as  to  that,  and  I  can  assure  honourable 
members  I  am  in  earnest  in  what  I  say.  I 
believe  that,  if  I  have  the  administration  of 
the  estate,  in  twelve  months  I  shall  be  able 
to  come  back  to  the  House  and  show  a  good 
result  so  far  as  finance  and  settlement  are 
concerned.  If  I  can  do  that,  honourable  mem- 
bers will  agree  that  the  taking  of  the  estate  will 
be  of  no  detriment  to  the  Colony  of  New  Zea- 
land. I  beg,  Sir,  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— I  have  listened  with 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  the  speech  made 'by 
the  Minister  of  Lands  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  for  he  has  spoken  in  a  more 
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practical  way  as  regards  land-administration 
on  this  occasion  than  I  have  known  him  to  do 
on  other  occasions  when  I  have  heard  him 
speak  on  the  same  subject.  I  do  not  propose  to 
speak  at  an^  great  length  on  the  measure,  for, 
as  the  Minister  said,  the  Bill  is  going  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  there,  we  know, 
the  Bill  will  be  most  closely  and  carefully  con- 
sidered, and  it  will  no  doubt  come  back  to  us 
in  an  amended  form,  and  then  we  shall  have 
the  opportunity  of  going  into  it.  There  is, 
however,  one  matter  I  am  going  to  allude 
to,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  the  plan  sub- 
mitted to  us.  Speaking  as  an  expert,  I 
would  say  that,  as  a  lithograph,  it  is  a  very 
good  plan  indeed ;  but  it  is  not  on  that  point 
I  was  going  to  speak.  It  appears  to  be  some- 
what misleading,  and  no  doubt  will  prove  to 
be  so  to  a  great  many  people,  from  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  railway  shown  running  through  the 
property.  I  remember  that  on  one  occasion  a 
survey  was  made  of  some  land  in  Otago  —  in 
the  Upper  Waikaka,  I  think  it  was  —  and  on 
the  sale  of  the  land  over  which  this  survey 
was  made  there  was  a  sketch-plan  on  which  a 
proposed  railway  was  shown.  Perhaps  some 
other  members  of  the  House  may  recollect  the 
trouble  which  arose  over  that.  A  number  of 
petitions  came  to  the  House  from  people  who 
had  bought,  claiming  to  have  the  value  of  the 
land  reduced  because  the  Government  had  not 
made  the  railway.  It  was  the  beginning  of  the 
trouble.  I  mention  that  as  a  reason  why  we 
should  not  start  a  second  crop  of  troubles, 
by  leading  people  to  suppose  that,  on  buying 
sections  on  the  Cheviot  Estate,  they  are  going 
to  have  a  railway  constructed  to  their  doors. 
If  you  look  very  carefully  over  the  plan,  you 
vrill  see  on  it  the  words,  *'  Proposed  railway," 
and  a  very  long  way  from  these  two  words  the 
word  "  route  "  put  in.  In  two  places  it  is  so 
?mtten — that  is  to  say,  "Proposed  railway," 
and  some  distance  ofi  the  word  *'  route."  Now, 
if  the  three  words  were  to  be  together  they 
would  not  have  the  same  effect,  but,  as  we  find 
them  now,  they  will  lead  to  much  misunder- 
standing about  this  projposed  railway,  for  I  do 
not  think  the  Minister  is  at  all  likely  to  get  a 
railway  made  through  this  estate  in  his  life- 
time. The  fact  is,  simply  stated,  that  the  land 
is  reserved  in  view  of  the  time  when  a  railway 
may  be  necessary.  That  should  be  done  not 
only  on  the  Cheviot  Estate,  but  in  the  disposal 
of  Grown  lands  throughout  the  colony ;  but  it 
should  be  done  in  such  a  way  as  to. give  no 
countenance  at  all  to  the  idea  that  in  disposing 
of  the  land  the  Government  were  giving  the 
slightest  reason  for  the  purchasers  to  suppose 
that  they  were  going  to  have  a  railway, 
but  only  that  provision  was  being  made  to 
reserve  the  necessary  land  in  case  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railway  should  at  any  time  become 
expedient.  In  that  event  we  shall  have  the 
land  for  the  purpose  without  making  any  pay- 
ment for  it.  Now,  the  Minister  said  that  the 
Government  was  forced  to  take  the  Cheviot 
Estate  to  protect  the  revenue.  He  also  said 
that  he  could  have  realised  on  the  whole  estate 
with  a  profit  of  some  £50,000.    Well,  I  take  it ! 
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that  if  the  object  of  the  Government  was  to 
protect  the  revenue  it  was  their  duty  to  have 
accepted  this  ofier,  so  as  to  recoup  to  the  re- 
venue the   advance  made  from  it,  and  they 
might  have  used  the  balance  to  buy  up  one  or 
two  small  estates ;  but  I  fancy  that,  if  there 
was  a  necessity  for  protecting  the  revenue  on 
this  occasion,  the  necessity  became  more  than 
ordinarily  urgent,  looking  to  the  fact  that  the 
Minister  of  Lands  and  the  Government  saw 
here  an  opportunity  for  cutting  up  one  of  these 
big  estates  with  something  like  a  reasonable 
chance  of  a  revenue.     Now,  Sir,  the  reason 
that  I  object  to  advantage  having  been  taken 
to  purchase  it  under  the  Land  and  Income 
Assessment  Act  was  that  it  was  not  so  much  for 
the  protection  of  the  revenue  as,  I  believe,  it 
was  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  land  for 
settlement  purposes.     The  Cheviot  Estate  is, 
possibly,  all  that  the  Minister  has  represented  it 
to  be.    I  have  looked  over  it  under  a  slight  dis- 
advantage, being,  in  fact,  on  board  a  steamer, 
a  distance  of  six  or  seven  miles  off,  but  I  can 
form  a  general  idea  of  the  character  of  country, 
and  it  looks  much  as  it  has  been  represented. 
But  there  it  is,  ranging  from  agricultural  to 
pastoral  land.    But  it  was  all  in  occupation; 
it  was  producing  as  much  as  it  is  likely  to 
produce,  except  in  the  shape  of  people,  for  some 
time  to  come;  and  we  have  in  this  colony 
millions  and  millions  of  acres  elsewhere  pro- 
ducing nothing  whatever.    The  Government  are 
going  to  put  people  on  this  land,  and  the  re- 
sult of  putting  people  there  will,  no  doubt, 
be  beneficial.     I  am  sure  everybody  has  the 
highest  desire  to  see  the  country  peopled,  and 
not  to  see  sheep  only  upon  it.    Still,  for  the 
same  money  the  Government  could  have  bought 
a  million  acres  of  Native  land  in  the  North 
Island  now  absolutely  unproductive.    And  it 
is,  to  my  mind,  the  first  duty  of  a  Government 
to  deal  with  the  unproductive  areas  in  the 
colony ;  and  when  they  have  dealt  with  those 
—the  unoccupied  Crown  and  Native  lands— 
they  then  can  turn  their  eyes  to  such  estates 
as  this.     I  think  the  position  in  which  the 
Minister  finds  himself  to-day  must  be  a  very 
awkward  one,  after  the  speech  he  made  not 
so  long  ago  on  the  Land  Bill,  in  which  he 
affirmed  that  he  would  leave  those  benches  if 
he  did  not  get  his  ideas  carried,  one  of  which 
was  not  to  part  with  an  acre  of  freehold  land. 
I  think  his  proposals  in  this  direction  are  as 
Liberal  as  we  can  expect  from  him  under  the 
circumstances ;  but  I  think,  if  the  estate  was 
purchased  to  protect  the  Government  finance, 
he  should  have  gone  further,  seeing  there  was 
by  his  account  so  large  a  margin  of  profit  which 
the  Government  say  there  is  on  the  estate. 
Why  did  he  not  realise  on  the  estate  until  he 
had  recouped  the  revenue  its  total  outlay,  and 
then  nationalise   the  balance  ?     That  would 
have  carried  out  the  principle  of  protecting 
the  revenue  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Minister  on  the  other  of  not  selling 
any  of  the  public  estate.    He  might  have  had 
a  large  profit  left,  and  have  used  that  profit 
in  the  acquisition  of  private  estates.    But  to 
come  back  to  the  main  objection  I  have  to 
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the  pnrohase  of  this  estate,  ib  was  in  occupa- 
tion, and  productive,  and,  to  my  thinking,  the 
first  efforts  of  any  Government  should  be  to 
deal  with  unoccupied  and  unproductive  areas. 
I  do  not  think  I  shall  take  up  any  further 
time  now,  but  I  will  deal  with  tne  machinery 
part  of  the  Bill  when  the  Bill  is  reported  from 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  think  the  Minister  has 
made  out  a  good  case  for  the  purchase  of  this 
estate,  for,  if  the  estate  had  not  been  pur- 
chased after  the  valuations  had  been  received, 
then  the  clauses  in  the  Land  and  Income 
Assessment  Act  relating  to  valuation  would 
practically  be  entirely  inoperative  and  useless. 
And  I  think  nothing  has  been  said  or  could  be 
said  against  the  purchase  of  this  estate  bv  the 
Government.  The  only  point  which  I  ask  the 
Minister  and  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  to 
consider  is  this:  that  in  the  disposal  of  the 
estate  they  should  not  do  what  is  practically 
being  done  by  the  Bill — get  rid  of  not  one-third 
but  two-thirds  on  freehold  tenure ;  because  the 
lease  in  perpetuity,  or  the  eternal  lease  of  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  is  practically 
a  freehold.  I  would  therefore  suggest,  if  the 
exigency  of  the  colony's  finance  is  such  that 
some  of  the  land  must  be  sold,  let  one-third 
be  sold,  let  one-third  be  perpetual  lease  under 
the  old  system,  and  let  the  other  third  be  let  on 
lease  for  grazing  farms.  This  will  be  a  fair 
compromise.  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with 
the  Government's  finance  at  all :  on  the  con- 
trary, I  believe  it  will  strengthen  their  finance, 
because  imder  the  old  system  it  is  provided  that 
at  the  end  of  thirty  years  there  shall  be  a  re- 
adjustment of  rent.  This  suggestion  will  not, 
I  think,  endanger  the  finance  of  the  colony, 
but  it  is  likely,  I  believe,  to  be  a  benefit  to 
the  colony.  This  lease  in  perpetuity,  I  again 
repeat,  is  a  perfect  sham  altogether.  I  think, 
therefore,  here  is  an  opportunity  of  trying  the 
lease  on  the  perpetual  system  without  the 
right  of  purchase,  and  I  believe  the  land  will 
sell  at  as  high  a  price  on  the  one  system  of 
leasing  as  on  the  other.  I  do  not  say  that, 
if  the  finances  of  the  Government  would  not 
thereby  be  interfered  with,  I  should  not  have 
liked  to  see  none  of  the  land  sold.  I  believe 
that  to  sell  an  acre  of  the  public  land  is  wrong. 
But  I  know  I  am  in  a  minority  on  that  point. 
But,  seeing  that  a  third  of  this  estate  is  to 
be  disposed  of  on  lease,  I  ask  the  Minister  and 
I  ask  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  to  make  it 
a  real  lease,  and  not  a  sham  one,  which  this 
lease  in  perpetuity  is.  I  make  this  suggestion, 
and  I  hope  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  will 
accept  it.  If  they  do  not,  even  though  I  stand 
alone,  I  shall  move  in  this  direction  when  the 
Bill  is  in  Committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Sir,  I  shall  not  take  up 
much  time  at  the  present  stase  of  the  Bill,  as 
further  opportunity  will  be  given  when  the  Bill 
comes  back  from  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 
The  honourable  gentlemflm,  in  his  opening  re- 
marks, truly  said  that  there  were  differences 
of  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  the  Government 
in  acquiring  this  estate.  I  should  like  to  have 
a  good  deal  more  information  before  finally 
Mr.  Bichardson 


deciding ;  but,  if  I  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman  aright,  he  said  that  the  result  of 
the  sale  and  leasing  of  the  estate  would  cer- 
tainly be  successful  from  a  financial  point  of 
view,  and  would  absolutely  justify  the  Govern- 
ment in  all  the  steps  they  had  taken.  Well, 
Sir,  that  may  or  may  not  be  the  case.  I  would 
only  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to  recollect^ 
this:  that — more  especially  in  the  South  Island 
— ^in  days  gone  past  a  great  many  estates  were 
cut  up  by  their  owners,  and  sold  or  leased,  as 
the  case  might  be,  with  results  in  many  oases 
very  disastrous,  both  to  the  owners  who  had 
cut  up  the  estates,  and  more  especially  to 
those  who  had  purchased  them.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  knows  just  as  well  as  I  do  that 
niany  of  the  owners,  who  thought  they  had  dis- 
posed of  their  estates  to  very  great  advantage, 
were  absolutely  forced  to  take  them  back  at  a 
great  loss  to  themselves. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB.  — The  price  was  too 
high. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  the  price  was  too  high.  In  some  of 
the  cases  I  dare  say  that  was  so  ;  but  what  may 
happen  in  the  case  of  the  Cheviot  Estate,  and 
what  is  happening  iiV  the  case  of  thousands  of 
acres  now  being  sold  in  the  North  Island,  is  that 
not  only  is  land  being  taken  up  at  too  high  a 
price,  but  with  insufficient  capital  to  work  it, 
and  the  result  is  its  abandonment  or  transfer 
to  others,  with  great  loss  to  the  occupiers,  or 
the  Government  being  recommended  to  reduce 
the  rent  under  the  Lands  Revaluation  Act 
which  is  upon  the  statute-book.  We  may  have 
all  these  things  happening  in  the  case  of  this 
Cheviot  Estate ;  and  where  then  will  be  the 
profit  on  the  transaction?  But  I  should  like 
to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  valuation  of 
the  land.  Every  honourable  member  who  has 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  Mr.  McMillan  must 
feel  that  in  his  indorsement  the  Government 
were  largely  justified  in  relying  upon  the  two 
previous  valuations  made  by  the  Assessor  under 
the  Land  and  Income  Assessment  Act,  and  later 
on  by  the  Crown  Lands  Commissioner  and  Chief 
Surveyor  of  the  district.  Mr.  McMillan  is 
well  known  to  be  possessed  of  large  experience, 
especially  in  the  part  of  New  Zealand  where 
he  lives,  and,  to  some  extent,  outside  $t  that 
district.  But  a  great  many  instances  have 
come  within  my  knowledge  where  men  well 
qualified  to  value  land  in  their  own  immediate 
neighbourhood  have  found  themselves  com- 
pletely mistaken  when  called  upon  to  value 
land  in  districts  new  to  them.  I  hope  this 
will  not  prove  to  be  the  case  in  this  instance, 
and  that,  the  Government  having  got  possession 
of  the  land,  all  their  anticipations  will  come  to 
be  fulfilled.  But  I  would  say  this,  without 
any  hesitation :  that  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man anticipates  any  great  area  of  land  being 
put  under  cultivation  successfully  for  wheat 
and  other  grain  he  is  very  much  mistaken 
indeed.  I  am  asked  whether,  like  the  pre- 
vious speaker,  I  have  seen  this  estate  through 
binoculars.  Well,  I  have  seen  it  through 
binoculars,  and  I  have  seen  it  also  by  travelling 
over  part  of  it  personally:  not  that  I  would 
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Btaie  to  the  House  that  I  have  seen  enough  of 
it  to  judge  of  its  value  as  a  whole ;  but  I  am 
free  to  say  that  I  was  very  much  pleased  in- 
deed with  the  portion  I  did  see.  But,  as  to 
Any  such  area  as  stated  by  the  Minister  being 
agricultural,  I  must  dissent  from  that  entirely. 
I  am  satisfied  that  his  estimate  in  this  respect 
is  altogether  wrong. 

Mr.  3.  McEJ^NZIE.— I  think  the  estimate 
Ib  under. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  cannot,  also,  help 
thinking  that,  if  the  Government  had  made 
due  allowance  for  the  £8,000  of  land-tax  which 
they  have  been  receiving  from  the  estate,  the 
purchase-money  could  have  been  laid  out  to 
much  greater  advantage  in  purchasing  Native 
land  which  is  now  entirely  unoccupied. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — I  do  not  intend  to  keep  the 
House  long.  But  I  am  surprised  at  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  always  taking  up  this 
question,  "  Why  do  you  not  purchase  Native 
land?"  If  the  Government  were  to  purchase 
all  the  Native  lands  they  can,  that  would  not 
interfere  with  this  matter  ;  this  is  a  matter 
outside  of  Native-land  purchase  altogether ;  it 
lias  no  connection  with  the  year's  transactions 
in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  Native 
land.  If  the  House  grants  the  money,  let 
them  purchase  all  the  Native  land  they  can 
get  their  hands  on,  and  the  sooner  they  do  it 
the  better.  This  is  not  a  matter  connected  in 
•any  way  with  the  purchase  of  Native  lands. 
It  is  those  who  do  not  want  this  thing  to  be 
touched  who  hang  upon  this  as  an  excuse  that 
the  money  ought  to  be  put  in  another  direction. 
But  the  money  would  not  be  spent  in  another 
direction,  and  wo  all  know  that.  This  money 
-would  never  have  been  put  in  land  at  all  had 
this  not  been  done  with  it.  I  do  not  intend  to 
speak  at  length  on  this  question,  because  I 
happen  to  be  a  member  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  and  the  matter  will  come  up  before 
US  in  due  time,  and  we  can  discuss  it  more 
profitably  there  than  here.  But  it  is  mislead- 
ing to  put  this  transaction  as  against  Native- 
land  purchases,  because  such  purchases  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— Sir,  I  would  not  say 
a  word  at  this  stage  but  for  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down.  He  speaks  positively  about  questions  he 
doefl  not  appear  to  know  much  about :  and  he 
certainly  does  not  know  much  about  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands.  I  say  that  not  only 
could  this  money  have  been  hotter  spent  in 
purchasing  Native  laud,  but  a  largo  area  of 
Grown  lands  in  the  North  Island  is  now  lying 
idle  and  cannot  be  used,  and  if  the  Government 
borrowed  money  on  debentures  and  opened  up 
this  Crown  land  instead  of  purchasing  the 
Cheviot  Estate  they  would  have  done  much 
more  good  for  the  colony.  If  the  amount  of 
money  that  is  now  proposed  to  be  spent  over 
this  Cheviot  Estate  had  ^een  spent  on  reading 
and  opening  up  Crovm  lands  in  the  North,  it 
would  have  been  much  l»etter  for  the  colony. 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  a  word  to  depreciate  this 
estate;  it  is  now  bought,  and  we  must  make 


the  best  of  it;  but  I  think  the  money  could 
have  been  much  better  spent,  and,  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  shown  the  same  attention  and  energy 
in  regard  to  Crown  lands  in  the  North  that 
they  have  displayed  in  regard  to  this  Cheviot 
Estate,  it  would  have  been  much  better  for  the 
country. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.- You  do  not  know  much 
about  it. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— The  honourable 
gentleman  says  I  do  not  know  much  about  it. 
That  is  bis  opinion.  I  think  this  purchase  has 
been  a  very  good  thing  for  Canterbury,  and 
no  doubt  it  is  very  popular  in  the  district  the 
honourable  gentleman  comes  from;  but  that 
does  not  represent  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  — I  am  not  a  Canterbury 
man. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Canterbury  does  not 
represent  New  Zealand.  I  certainly  think, 
although  the  purchase  may  have  been  a  neces- 
sity, as  I  admit,  in  protection  of  the  revenue — 
I  do  not  question  that  point  at  all — at  the 
same  time  it  would  have  been  much  better  if 
the  same  amount  of  money  could  have  been 
found  for  opening  and  reading  our  Crown  lands 
in  the  North  Island.  Now  the  estate  has  been 
purchased,  let  us  make  the  best  we  can  of  it ; 
but  I  cannot  allow  this  occasion  to  pass  with- 
out placing  my  opinion  on  record  that  it  would 
have  been  much  better  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony  generally  if  the  same  amount  had 
been  spent  in  opening  and  reading  the  Crown 
lands  in  the  North. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — Sir,  the  last  speaker  seems 
to  me  to  t8Lke  a  very  selfish  view  of  this  im- 
portant question ;  and  I  should  like  to  ask  him, 
now  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  and  the  tax- 
payers' pockets  down  our  way  have  been  used 
for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands?  Hundreds  of 
thousands.  This  is  not  a  question  of  North  or 
South  at  all.  What  I  object  to  is  the  honour- 
able gentleman  dragging  in  this  question  of 
Native  lands  against  this  particular  thing.  I 
should  be  prepared  at  all  times  to  assist  the 
Government  in  obtaining  Native  lands  for  settle- 
ment. I  congratulate  the  Government  on  their 
purchase  of  this  property.  They  have  no  right, 
after  acquiring  this  property,  to  sell  the  freehold 
of  one  acre  of  it.  The  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  said  that  the  present  lease  in 
perpetuity  was  a  mistake.  Now,  Sir,  when 
this  question  was  dealt  with  five  or  six  years 
6kgo,  when  Sir  George  Grey  was  in  his  place 
in  this  House,  what  did  he  say  about  tnirty 
years'  leases  and  revaluation?  That  is  what 
they  called  a  perpetual  lease  then — it  was 
a  lease  for  thirty  years  with  the  right  of  re- 
valuing; and  Sir  George  Grey  said  then,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  if  he  were  here  he  would  say 
now,  that  you  are  making  serfs  of  the  settlers 
in  the  meantime;  and,  if  you  want  to  get 
the  unearned  increment,  you  must  tax  the  un- 
improved value  of  the  land.  You  can  thus  get 
the  unearned  increment  without  dealing  with 
the  rent  at  all.  That  is  a  fair  way  of  dealing 
with  the  question.  You  fix  the  rent  for  ninety- 
nixfe  years  if  you  like.    If  the  necessities  of  the 
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State  compel  you  to  raise  revenue,  then  tax 
the  land,  without  interfering  with  the  rent  at 
all.  I  was  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  the  remarks 
made  hy  the  honourahle  memher  for  Waira- 
n^a.  He  seems  to  infer  that  no  one  can  go  on 
land  unless  he  is  a  millionaire — a  capitalist.  I 
know  hundreds  of  men  who  have  gone  on  forty, 
fifty,  or  sixty  acres  of  land  with  their  wives  and 
families  and  a  few  cows,  which  do  not  count 
for  much,  and  they  have  made  an  independ- 
ence for  themselves  and  for  those  coming  after 
them.  In  dealing  with  a  question  of  this  kind 
I  want  those  who  are  placed  on  this  land  to 
have  the  same  chance  as  those  in  the  past.  At 
any  rate,  there  will  he  a  very  sad  disappoint- 
ment in  our  part  of  the  country  if  the  land  is 
going  to  he  dealt  with  in  the  manner  indicated 
by  the  Minister.  How  much  is  he  going  to  get 
in  cash  for  the  5,000  acres  and  mansion?  I 
do  not  think  he  expects  to  get  £50,000  for  that 
block.  Possibly  he  may  contemplate  getting 
£30,000.  Supposing  he  sells  another  portion, 
and  realises  altogether  £75,000  or  £80,000  in 
cash,  now,  surely  the  State  is  not  in  that  im- 

Secunious  condition  that  £80,000  makes  much 
ifierence  one  way  or  the  other.  To  my  mind, 
we  have  thousands  of  pounds  in  the  Public 
Trust  and  in  the  Insurance  which  might  well 
be  put  into  a  property  of  this  kind  as  an  in- 
vestment, because  I  feel  quite  satisfied  that 
when  this  land  is  settled,  as  it  will  be,  those 
settled  on  the  land  can  pay  their  rent--5  per 
cent. — with  the  greatest  ease  imaginable.  It 
is  not  a  borrowing  scheme — it  is  simply  an 
investment.  I  believe,  myself,  that  anybody 
with  a  large  sum  of  money  would  advance  it 
to-morrow  upon  the  guarantee  of  the  settle- 
ment that  will  take  place  under  the  Act.  I  am 
not  desirous  of  taking  up  time  in  discussing 
this  question  now,  and  I  have  only  to  say  that 
I  enter  my  protest  against  this  proposed  sale 
of  the  fee-simple.  I  understood  the  Minister  to 
say  that  any  one  voting  for  the  second  reading 
pledges  himself  to  the  proposal  to  sell  one-third 
for  cash,  one- third  on  leases  for  twenty-one 
years,  and  one-third  under  the  other  portion 
of  the  Bill.  In  voting  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  I  do  not  do  anything  of  the  kind,  be- 
cause I  trust  that  when  the  Bill  comes  before 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  they  will  knock 
it  into  such  a  suitable  and  proper  shape  that  I 
shall  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  supporting 
it ;  but,  if  it  comes  back  in  the  same  form  as  it 
is  now  in,  I  am  very  much  afraid  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  who  sent  me  here,  it  is 
very  possible  I  shall  have  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Sir,  I  do  not  propose  to 
make  any  lengthened  criticism  of  this  Bill  now, 
because  it  will  go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee, and  then  is  the  time  to  criticize  the 
details.  I  believe  it  is  said  to  be  the  business 
of  the  Opposition  to  oppose,  but  I  do  not  look 
at  this  Bill  in  any  spirit  of  carping  criticism  at 
all.  My  feeling  in  regard  to  this  Bill  and  this 
estate  is  that,  I  think,  expressed  by  Bishop 
Selwyn  in  the  early  days.    It  was  a  favourite 

Ehrase  of  his :  "  In  we  are,  and  on  we  must."  We 
ave  gone  in  for  this  Cheviot  Estate,  and  it  is 
our  duty  to  make  the  beat  of  it.    It  is  the  duty 
Mr,  Taylor 


of  this  side  to  point  out  any  particulars  where 
we  think  the  Government  have  gone  beyond 
what  was  the  intention  of  Parliament,  and 
generally  to  state  what  the  dangers  in  respect 
of  these  proposals  are,  and  at  the  same  time 
do  our  best  to  assist  the  Bill  to  a  good  con- 
clusion. Sir,  first  o!  all  I  may  say  I  do  not 
think  that  when  Parliament  passed  that  pro- 
vision for  the  protection  of  the  revenue  it  had 
any  idea  that  the  use  would  be  made  of  it  that 
has  been  made  of  it  for  the  purchase  of  this 
estate.  The  fact  that  was  before  Parliamtot 
was  this :  that  it  made  provision  for  the  pur- 
chase out  of  revenue  of  any  estate  that  did 
not  comply  with  the  Act — any  estate  which 
they  felt  forced  to  purchase ;  and  I  think  the 
mind  of  Parliament  was  that  that  restriction 
that  the  funds  should  be  provided  for  out  of 
revenue  would  guide  the  extent  to  which  that 
power  should  be  used.  I  do  not  think  that 
was  intended  as  a  means  of  buying  large 
estates  for  settlement  purposes.  However,  the 
Government  have  taken  a  very  large  respon- 
sibility upon  themselves  in  the  course  they 
have  taken.  They  have  determined  to  mix 
up  the  provisions  of  two  enactments.  Under 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  certain  powers  for  taking 
land  for  settlement.  So  far  as  Parliament  laid 
down  by  legislation,  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
Parliament  that  they  should  take  lands  for  the 
protection  of  revenue  without  recouping  that 
revenue,  especially  as  it  was  stated  in  the  Act 
the  land '  should  be  paid  for  out  of  revenue — 
that  is,  out  of  taxation.  That  seems  to  me 
to  be  an  initial  difficulty  that  the  Government 
have  determined  to  override,  and  I  believe  they 
are  going  to  have  the  support,  at  the  present 
time  at  any  rate,  of  a  very  considerable  majority 
of  the  country.  The  real  question  with  regard 
to  this  Act  is,  whether  they  have  acted  wisely 
or  not,  and  that  cannot  be  determined  at  the 
present  time.  They  have  taken  upon  them- 
selves a  great  responsibility,  and  time  will  show 
how  far  they  were  right  in  taking  it.  There  is 
another  point  which  it  seems  to  me  the  Minis- 
ter rather  overstated.  He  stated  that  he  waa 
forced  to  take  this  land  over.  I  should  like  to 
ask  him  in  how  many  cases — scores  of  cases — 
they  have  not  taken  the  land  over  where  th& 
owners  have  undervalued  it.  There  are  any 
number  of  cases  we  are  all  acquainted  with  in 
which  the  Government  has  not  taken  the  land  ; 
and  if  the  Government  came  and  said  that 
this  estate  offered  special  inducements  and  had 
special  advantages  for  purposes  of  settlement 
there  would  be  some  reason  in  what  the  Minis- 
ter says  for  their  taking  this  estate;  but  I 
scarcely  think  it  does  present  those  induce- 
ments. I  think  the  estate  is  practically  in 
the  nature  of  an  island.  It  is  separated  by 
a  very  great  distance  from  any  land  carriage 
by  the  railway,  and  its  means  of  communica- 
tion for  a  long  time  to  come,  except  for  very 
light  traffic  and  for  stock,  will  be  by  sea. 
That  seems  to  me  to  be  one  difficulty  that  will 
meet  the  Government  and  settlers  on  that  land 
from  the  beginning.  Then,  Sir,  there  was  this^ 
also,  which  I  think  the  Government  have  not 
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given  sufficient  consideration  to  in  their  de- 
termination to  take  the  land:  First  of  all, 
this  property  was  bringing  in  a  very  consider- 
able amount  under  the  taxation  of  the  country 
— about  £3,000  a  year.  And  when  you  come 
to  take  the  fact  of  the  £300,000  which  will 
be  spent,  taking  that  at  4  per  cent,  or  there- 
abouts, the  Government  will  be  paying  inter- 
est to  the  extent  of  more  than  £10,000  a  year 
besides.  Well,  that,  of  course,  is  a  point 
that,  I  think,  if  I  had  to  deal  with  the  thing, 
would  have  weighed  very  largely  with  me ;  and 
I  think  there  are  a  number  of  estates  that,  so 
far  as  I  can  gather  from  the  returns  laid  on 
the  table,  might  have  been  taken  with  greater 
advantage.  There  are  properties  lying  along- 
side existing  railways,  for  instance,  upon 
which  people  might  have  been  settled,  and  at 
very  much  less  cost.  In  fact,  the  Government 
might  have  given  considerably  more  per  acre 
for  land  lying  alongside  a  railway,  and  the 
State  would  have  profited  more  by  the  pur- 
chase of  that  land.  Down  South  there  are 
large  tracts  of  country  where  settlement  would 
be  a  considerable  advantage,  and  where  good 
offers,  we  are  informed,  have  been  made  to  the 
Government  of  land  for  sale.  There  is  one 
point  I  wish  to  speak  about.  The  Bill  seems 
to  me  to  be  one  which  will  give  scope  for  what 
I  have  spoken  of  before— that  is,  paternalism. 
This  estate  is  going  to  be,  I  was  going  to  say, 
a  kind  of  Eden  for  the  Minister  to  luxuriate 
in,  and  upon  which  he  will  place  a  population 
lion  which  will  not  be  subject  to  the  ordinary 
laws  in  regard  to  land.  First  of  all,  though 
this  is  declared  to  be  Grown  lands,  and  though 
elsewhere  the  purchasers  and  the  holders 
of  Crown  lands  have  a  direct  interest  in  the 
purchase-money — that  is  to  say,  they  obtain  a 
certain  proportion  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
land — that  is  not  to  be  the  case  here.  And  I 
think  the  people  would  have  been  far  better 
off  if,  instead  of  the  eternal  lease— in  respect 
of  which  I  agree  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua — there  had  been  an  even  smaller 
proportion  of  the  perpetual  lease,  a  portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  which  would  have  gone  to  a 
system  of  local  government :  that  is,  the  people 
there  would  have  a  revenue  coming  in  for 
local  purposes,  which  would  have  put  them  in 
a  more  independent  position.  I  hope,  Sir,  that 
will  be  altered,  and  that  we  shall  have,  instead 
of  an  eternal  lease,  which  is  another  form  of 
freehold,  a  certain  portion  of  the  perpetual 
lease.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  with 
further  criticisms.  The  Bill  will,  of  course,  be 
closely  criticized  in  the  Waste  Lands  Commit- 
tee, and  I  shall  do  my  best,  so  far  as  I  can,  to 
help  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  make  a  suc- 
cess of  the  undertaking,  which,  I  must  confess, 
I  think  he  was  a  bold  man  to  go  into,  and  in 
respect  of  which  he  has  taken  a  responsibility 
which  the  House  never  intended  him  to  have. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— In  view  of  the  three  valua- 
tions which  the  Minister  of  Lands  obtained 
in  respect  of  this  block,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  cavil  at  his  action  in  having  taken  the 
steps  he  did  to  ascertain  its  value ;  but,  never- 
theless, I  feel  that  the  estate  is  very  much  in 


the  nature  of  a  white  elephant.  If  my  in- 
formation is  correct,  what  is  called  good  agri- 
cultural land  in  this  block  is  not  of  a  character 
fitted  to  grow  wheat.  As  an  instance  of  that, 
I  am  credibly  informed  t^at  men  who  were 
cropping  on  this  property  during  the  past 
season  had  1,500  acres  in  wheat,  and  that  they 
only  averaged  six  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  were 
ruined  in  the  process.  That  does  not  seem  to 
promise  very  well  for  the  future  of  the  estate. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— I  am  not  astonished  at 
that  with  regard  to  some  men. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— I  presume  the  men  who 
took  the  property  knew  something  about  the 
process,  and  that  it  was  the  fault  of  the  land, 
and  not  the  fault  of  the  croppers.  Then,  the 
Minister  told  us  that  he  expected  to  realise 
something  like  4}  per  cent,  on  the  purchase- 
money,  but  he  does  not  tell  us  what  he  ex- 
pects  to  realise  on  the  gross  expenditure  on  the 
estate.  He  has  told  us  that  it  would  cost  at 
least  £50,000  for  surveys,  roads,  bridges,  and 
other  works ;  and,  that  being  so,  4^  per  cent, 
on  the  purchase-money  would  only  be  equiva- 
lent to  3}  per  cent,  when  this  £50,000  is  added. 
But  these  are  matters  for  future  consideration. 
My  principal  object  in  rising  was  to  appeal 
to  the  Minister  not  to  allow  this  property  to 
be  submitted  to  auction  with  a  sale -plan 
showing  projected  railways.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  have  made  a  survey  for  a  possible 
line  of  railway,  and  to  have  set  aside  the 
land  for  the  purpose,  but  there  should  be  no 
indication  on  the  plans  which  are  to  be  sub- 
mitted at  auction-time  that  a  railway  is  con- 
templated by  the  Government.  That  is  only 
calculated  to  mislead  purchsbsets,  and  I  pre- 
sume the  Government  in  this  case  do  not 
desire  to  realise  fictitious  values  on  the  faith 
of  a  railway-line  shown  on  the  plan,  and  which 
they  do  not  intend  to  const  cue  t.  That  process 
has  been  sbdopted  in  the  past  by  private  indi- 
viduals when  cutting  up  tneir  estates,  and  the 
unfortunate  purchasers  hdve  thereby  been  very 
much  led  astray.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Minister,  as  he  has  taken  the  trouble  to  show 
the  railway  surveyed  between  the  Hurunui  and 
tbe  Waiau,  whether  he  has  also  surveyed  the 
connecting  link  between  the  Hurunui  and  the 
Waikari.  I  understand  that  is  a  wide  stretch 
of  country,  and  rather  difficult  for  railway  pur- 
poses. However,  he  can  give  us  that  informa- 
tion when  he  replies,  and,  whether  that  con- 
necting section  of  many  miles  is  surveyed  or 
not,  I  strongly  urge  upon  hihi  the  expediency 
of  striking  out  of  the  sale-plans  of  this  pro- 
perty any  reference  whatever  to  a  Government 
railway;  so  that  the  purchasers  may  not  be 
misled,  and  have  an  excuse  to  come  at  some 
future  time  upon  the  colony  in  respect  of  their 
purchases. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Sir,  I  should  like  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  to  two  or  three 
points  in  this  Bill :  not  that  I  object  as  a  whole 
to  the  Cheviot  purchase  ;  it  is  more  in  regard  to 
the  finance  proposed  by  the  Minister.  I  should 
like  to  draw  his  attention  to  clause  21,  which,  I 
think,  is  the  most  extraordinary  clause  in 
I  regard  to  finance  that  has  been  drafted  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


gie      _ 


22 


Cheviot  Estate 


[HOUSE.]         JDispoHtum  BM.        [Aua.  16 


any  Minister  for  a  vexj  long'  time.  It  is  a 
short  clause,  but,  still,  it  is  one  which  I  think 
the  House  will  refuse  to  pass.  It  says,  '*  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  may,  without  further  ap- 
propriation, pay  out  of  moneys  at  credit  of  the 
said  separate  account  all  such  sums  as  shall 
be  payable  under  this  Act,"  and  so  on.  That 
means  that  the  Minister  for  the  time  being, 
whoever  he  may  be,  has  absolute  control  of  all 
moneys  that  may  come  in,  whether  from  rents 
or  from  sales.  And,  furthermore,  there  is  no- 
thing in  this  clause  to  show  that  the  Minis- 
ter is  every  year  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
return  showng  how  those  moneys  have  been 
expended.  There  is  absolutely  no  other  control 
than  that  of  the  Minister — not  even  to  the 
extent  of  an  audit.  The  whole  thing  is  left  to 
the  sweet  will  and  discretion  of  the  Minister. 
That  seems  to  be  the  condition  of  affairs.  I 
hope,  Sir,  if  this  Bill  comes  before  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  that  they  will  amend  that 
clause  so  that  there  may  be  some  regular 
arrangement  under  which  this  House  shall 
know  how  such  large  sums  of  money  have  been 
expended.  I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  fact, — for  we  must  call  this 
a  Land  for  Settlements  Act:  that  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  where  land  has  been  taken 
for  settlement  they  have  almost  invariably  pro- 
vided for  a  sinking  fund  as  a  means  of  repay- 
ing such  moneys  :  here,  however,  the  Minister 
is  taking  power  to  raise  £260,000,  and  to  add 
that  to  the  debt  of  the  colony  without  making 
any  provision  whatever  for  the  repayment  of  a 
single  shilling. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— This  Bill  does  not  pro- 
vide that  at  all. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.  — The  Bill  provides  for  a 
good  deal. .  I  should  like  to  point  out,  Sir,  what 
has  been  done  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
where  this  process  of  buying  land  for  settle- 
ment has  gone  on,  instead  of  doing  as  the 
Minister  proposes  in  this  Bill,  after  borrowing 
£260,000— namely,  to  sell  a  lot  of  that  land, 
and  spend  the  whole  of  the  money,— and  then 
this  country  is  to  be  saddled  with  the  debt, 
and  no  provision  whatever  is  made  for  repay- 
ing it.  Take,  for  instance,  the  Stein  law 
in  Germany,  where  a  large  proportion  of  the 
lands—  nearly  half  of  the  country — belonged  to 
the  nobles.  They  were — like  Cheviot  Estates 
— cut  up  and  sold  to  the  people.  The  nobles 
there  got  a  mortgage  debenture  guaranteed 
by  the  State,  being  paid  in  debentures  or 
consols  —  equal  to  eighteen  years*  rental  of  the 
lands  80  taken.  The  tenants  to  whom  the 
land  was  disposed  of  paid  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent,  for  forty-seven  years :  then  the  land  be- 
came their  own.  Thus  they  were  able  to  make 
a  sinking  fund,  which  at  the  end  of  forty-seven 
years  repaid  the  whole  of  the  debt.  By  this 
means  the  nation  became  a  nation  of  small 
landowners  without  adding  to  the  national  debt. 
We  are  now  purchasing  the  Cheviot  Estate, 
and  we  are  talking  about  buying  the  Glenmark 
and  other  estates,  and  thereby  adding  to  our 
debt  for  ever.  Sir,  it  is  a  very  serious  condi- 
tion of  affairs.  I  would  point  out  to  the 
Minister  that  in  Prussia,  in  1859,  the  nobles 
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held  87,000,000  acres  of  land,  and,  by  means  of 
debentures  such  as  the  Minister  proposes  here, 
in  the  next  ten  years  no  less  than  16,000,000 
acres — nearly  half  of  their  country— was  broken 
up  into  small  farms  for  the  peasantry.  There 
they  always  had  a  small  sinking  fund  for  the 
relief  of  the  permanent  debt  of  the  nation. 
In  Russia  the  same  thing  happened.  There 
the  Government  bought  from  the  nobles  40,954 
estates  —  equal  to  85,000,000  acres  of  land  — 
which  they  distributed  to  the  people.  Those 
serfs,  who  were  afterwards  free,  thus  became  a 
sort  of  small  yeomanry.  In  this  case  also  they 
had  a  sinking  fund,  which  lasted  forty-nine 
years.  The  Bussian  nation  took  care  that 
the  whole  of  the  money  for  the  purchase  of  this 
land  should  be  repaid.  I  think  the  Minister 
will  find,  if  he  looks  up  Lord  Braboume's,  and 
Lord  Ashbourne's,  and  Mr.  Balfour's  Acts  for 
the  purchase  of  land  in  Ireland  out  of  the  large 
estates  there— he  will  find  that  provision  was 
made  for  a  sinking  fund.  And  I  think,  Sir^ 
that  the  Minister  should  make  some  provision 
for  a  sinking  fund  in  this  case,  even  if  it  only 
provides  for  repayment  during  the  best  part  of 
a  century.  I  think  this  Cheviot  purchase  will 
be  followed  in  after  years  by  others,  and  I  will 
ask  this  House  to  pause  in  the  beginning  and 
insist  that  repayment  should  be  made.  This 
system  of  purchasing  portions  of  estates  will 
have  to  go  on  all  over  the  world.  In  England 
Parish  Councils  are  established,  with  power 
to  buy  land  for  settlement.  In  Switzerland 
there  has  been  an  effort  made  to  retain  the 
lands  among  the  people,  and  the  efforts  they 
have  made  have  been  so  far  satisfactory.  I 
do  regret  that  the  Minister  should  have  brought 
down  a  Bill  of  this  kind  with  such  an  offensive 
clause  as  this  clause  21  in  it,  in  which  there 
is  no  provision  for  repayment.  I  think  every 
detail  in  connection  with  this  purchase  should 
be  known  to  the  whole  public  from  time  to 
time,  and  the  information  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House.  If  this  is  done  I  can  see  very  little 
objection  to  the  great  bulk  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.  — Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  down  has  evidently 
studied  the  land  question  in  its  operations  in 
various  countries;  and  has  given  the  House 
some  valuable  information.  The  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton  stated  that  he  had  been 
credibly  informed  by  persons  noW  cropping  on 
Cheviot  that  the  men  who  would  be  put  on 
the  land  would  not  get  more  than  six  bushels 
to  the  acre.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  a  practical  farmer,  and  he  must  know  that 
the  excessive  rain  which  fell  last  winter  and 
spring  militated  against  the  yield  of  crops  all 
over  the  South  Island.  Land  which  formerly 
yielded  as  much  as  sixty  bushels  to  the  acre, 
last  year  yielded  only  twenty  bushels.  That 
was  the  case  all  through  Canterbury,  and,  I 
might  say,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  South 
Island.  That  shows  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber has  not  been  credibly  informed  as  to  the 
value  of  this  estate.  The  honourable  member 
for  Halswell  asked.  Why  did  not  the  Govern- 
ment take  other  estates  that  had  been  offered 
to  them  both  in  the  North  and  South  Isleknds. 
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I  would  lemind  the  honoorable  gentleman  that 
a  paper  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  at  the 
instance  of  the  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere,  shows  that  under  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act  blocks  of  land  to  the  extent  of 
150,000  acres  had  been  offered,  but  not  one  of 
ibose  blocks  has  been  selected  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  suitable  for  settlement.  That  shows 
that  the  Government  are  to  be  commended 
for  the  discrimination  they  are  showing  in 
reference  to  the  acquisition  of  land  for  settle- 
ment. The  honourable  member  for  Mataura 
said  that  the  Cheviot  Estate  was  in  occupation, 
and  productive,  at  present.  That  is  quite  true — 
I  have  heard  that  again  and  again  urged  in  this 
House ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
the  party  with  which  he  has  been  associated 
in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this 
country,  are  of  the  opinion  that  large  estates 
should  continue,  comparatively  unproductive, 
in  the  hands  of  a  few  persons.  Sir,  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  acquiring  the  Cheviot 
Estate  for  settlement  has  my  unqualified  ap- 
proval. I  think  most  of  the  members  of  this 
House  will  give  the  same  to  the  Government. 
I  admit  at  once  that  it  is  a  departure  from 
the  ordinary  and  recognised  course  for  the 
Government  to  purchase  such  a  large  estate. 
The  land  policy  of  the  late  Government  was 
in  the  direction  of  persons  aggregating  large 
estates  from  Crown  lands ;  while  the  land 
policy  of  the  present  Government  is  in  the 
direction  of  the  disintegration  of  large  estates, 
and  is  in  accord  with  the  modem  conception 
that  large  blocks  of  land  should  be  subdivided, 
and  people  settled  on  them.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  Hutt,  when  speaking,  re- 
minded me  of  what  has  taken  place  in  the 
Old  Country,  which  wiU  be  in  the  recollection 
of  members  of  this  House.  I  refer  to  Ireland 
and  the  West  of  Scotland,  where  tenants  whose 
ancestors  for  generations  were  in  possession  of 
small  holdings  have  been  evicted — men,  women, 
and  children  turned  out  on  the  roads,  with  a 
view  of  making  these  small  holdings  into  parks 
and  pleasure-grounds,  so  that  game  may  roam 
there  for  the  entertainment  of  the  rich.  I 
hope  such  will  never  be  the  case  in  New 
Zealand.  I  hope  we  shall  never  require  an 
Oliver  Goldsmith  to  depict  the  condition  of  the 
country  thus : — 

ni  fares  the  land,  to  hastening  ills  a  prey. 
Where  wealth  accumulates,  and  men  decay. 
Princee  and  lords  may  flourish  or  may  fade, 
A  breath  can  make  them,  as  a  breath  nas  made; 
But  a  bold  peasantry,  their  country's  pride. 
When  once  destroyed  can  never  be  supplied. 

A  time  there  was,  ere  England's  griefs  began. 
When  every  rood  of  ground  maintained  its  man. 

Sir,  the  Government  have  acquired  this  es- 
tate in  an  honourable  manner.  Everything  in 
oonneotion  with  the  purchase  of  this  Cheviot 
Estate  has  throughout  been  conducted  in  an 
honourable  manner,  and  credit  is  due  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands  and  his  colleagues  for  the 
way  in  which  it  has  been  carried  on.  The  trus- 
tees for  this  estate  asked  a  certain  figure  for  the 
property.  The  Govemmeiit  appointed  gentle- 
men who  knew  the  estate,  to  examine  and 


value  it.  Then  the  Government  came  to. the 
conclusion  that  it  was  in  the  interests  of  settle 
ment  of  the  country  that  Cheviot  should  be 
purchased.  Coming  to  the  estate  itself,  I  say 
that  it  would  rejoice  the  hearts  of  those  ancient 
historical  characters  Joshua  and  Caleb,  who 
were  sent  by  Moses  to  spy  out  the  land  of 
Canaan,  and  reported  that  it  was  a  land  flow- 
ing with  milk  and  honey,  as  descriptive  of  its 
fertile  soU,  abundance  of  water,  and  healthy 
climate.  If  we  were  to  apply  these  terms  as 
descriptive  of  the  Cheviot  Estate  they  would 
not  be  much  higher  than  it  deserves.  I  regret 
to  say  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  no  more 
acquaintance  with  the  Cheviot  Estate  than 
such  as  they  could  get  by  merely  passing  along 
the  coast  in  a  steamer,  or  taking  the  steamer 
at  Lyttelton  for  Wellington,  have  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  during  the  financial  debate  ap- 
plied the  following  terms  to  the  purchase  of 
this  land  :  "  good  thing  for  the  trustees ; " 
*'  a  loss  of  £8,000  revenue ;  "  "no  advantage  to 
the  colony ; "  "  will  not  advance  settlement ; " 
''adjacent  lands  much  better  for  settlement;'* 
*'a  white  elephant."  I  venture  to  sayi  Sir, 
that  if  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  em- 
ployed those  terms  had  only  an  opportunity 
of  going  down  in  the  '*  Hinemoa  "  and  spending 
a  few  days  on  the  estate  they  would  have  felt 
very  anxious  to  withdraw  those  terms,  as  ab- 
solutely meaningless  when  applied  to  Cheviot. 
I  know  the  estate,  and  I  consider  it  one  of  the 
finest  estates  in  the  South  Island.  As  to  the 
land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  it  being  equal 
to  it,  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  find  an 
estate  of  equal  area  of  such  quality,  and  so 
suitable  for  settlement,  as  the  Cheviot  Estate. 
I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House, 
but  I  should  like  to  read  from  a  letter  I  have 
in  my  possession  from  a  gentleman  who  has 
lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  estate  for  a 
number  of  years — a  gentleman  who  employs  a 
large  number  of  men,  and  keeps  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  teams  at  work.  This  is  what  he  said  in 
a  communication  to  me  giving  an  account  of 
this  estate : — 

*'  In  reference  to  the  purchase  of  Cheviot  by 
Government,  let  me  say  that  I  consider  it  a 
very  good  bargain  indeed  for  the  country.  Its 
soil  and  climate  are  unsurpassed  in  the  South 
Island,  or,  perhaps,  in  any  other  island  or 
country.  I  do  not  know  of  any  money  invested 
by  Government  for  years  in  any  other  under- 
taking that  will  yield  such  sure,  quick,  and 
permanent  return.  Were  the  Government  to 
offer  Cheviot  for  sale  by  public  auction,  without 
doubt  a  handsome  return  for  the  money  would 
be  forthcoming.  ...  In  regard  to  facilities 
for  getting  material  or  produce  to  or  from  the 
place,  there  is  a  nice  bay  sheltered  from  all 
except  north-east  winds,  which  are  not  the 
prevailing  ones.  Vessels  can  lie  at  anchor, 
and  work  in  almost  any  weather  with  perfect 
safety,  there  being  excellent  anchorage,  and 
the  run  to  Lyttelton  occupies  only  a  few  hours. 
There  is  a  most  efficient  shipping  plant,  con- 
sisting of  a  commodious  store,  slip,  an  iron 
12- ton  boat,  a  powerful  steam-engine,  and  all 
the  other  necessaries  for  such  work.    .    .    • 
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Ab  an  incident,  I  may  mention  that  a  success- 
ful  Victorian  farmer  visited  Cheviot,  and 
stopped  with  me  for  a  week.  I  drove  him  all 
over  the  place,  and  his  verdict  is  that  it  is  the 
finest  block  of  country  that  he  has  come  across, 
although  he  has  visited  most  of  the  countries 
in  Europe.  The  same  gentleman  means  to  get 
a  slice  of  Cheviot  for  himself,  and  leave  Vic- 
toria. In  brief,  I  do  not  knowcf  a  block  of 
country  of  the  same  size  between  Invercargill 
and  Cook  Strait  that  can  approach  it  by  way 
of  comparison.  That  it  can  grow  grain,  root- 
crops,  and  grasses  I  have  put  to  the  test,  and 
that  it  can  grow  all  of  them  to  perfection." 

Sir,  that  letter  speaks  for  itself ;  and  that  is 
one  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton  refers  as  his  authority. 

An  Kon.  Member. — Who  is  it  ? 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— -It  has  been  said  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  that  when  the  Cheviot 
Estate  is  cut  up  and  offered  for  sale  there  is 
not'  likely  to  be  much  demand  for  it.  Facts 
are  entirely  contrary  to  that  statement.  In 
the  last  annual  report  of  the  Laud  and  Survey 
Department  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
Mr.  Marchant,  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands, 
states,  <*The  opening  of  Cheviot  lands  for  selec- 
tion is  eagerly  looked  forward  to  by  a  large 
number  of  persons  who  are  desirous  of  acquir- 
ing land  for  actual  occupatioh."  In  addition 
to  that,  I  may  point  out  what  took  place  when 
Crown  lands  were  oiSered  for  sale  recently  in 
Christchurch.  The  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere  knows  the  block,  which  is  one  of 
5,586  acres,  on  the  margin  of  Lake  Ellesmere, 
only  suitable  for  grazing  purposes,  part  of  it 
being  covered  with  water  during  the  winter. 
It  wsLS  divided  into  forty-seven  sections,  vary- 
ing from  150  to  160  acres  each.  There  were 
seven  hundred  applications  for  the  forty-seven 
sections,  Sknd  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons 
were  present  in  the  room  when  the  ballot  took 
place.  The  Christchurch  Press^  in  giving  a 
description  of  what  took  place,  states,  "Tbat 
there  is  a  very  large  demand  for  land  in  Can- 
terbury is  evidenced  by  the  attendance  at  the 
Canterbury  Land  Board.  A  noticeable  feature 
of  the  gathering  was  the  number  of  young  men 
present."  I  have  very  little  further  to  add  in 
regard  to  this  estate.  There  is  a  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  some  members  as  to  the  existence  of  a 
supply  of  water  on  the  estate.  When  the  es- 
tate was  worked  as  a  whole  there  was  no 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  water-supply;  but 
when  the  land  is  subdivided  and  settled  upon 
there  may  be  a  difficulty,  but  I  think  that  dif- 
ficulty can  be  easily  removed.  Water  can  be 
obtained  on  the  fiat  at  a  depth  of  not  more 
than  20ft.,  and,  as  the  flat  is  surrounded  by 
high  country  on  all  sides,  I  am  not  sure  but 
that  water  might  be  obtained  by  means  of 
artesian  pipes.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Minis- 
ter that  before  an  acre  of  land  is  sold  pipes 
should  be  sunk,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  water  can  be  obtained  by  that  means. 
I  believe  the  value  of  the  land  might  thus 
be  considerably  enhanced — I  mean  of  that 
portion  of  the  estate  intended  to  be  offered  for 
cash.  Then,  the  estate  is  bounded  on  the  south 
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by  the  Hurunui,  and  on  the  north  by  the 
Waiau,  both  large  rivers;  and  I  think  it  is 
quite  possible  to  have  a  supply  of  water  from 
the  Waiau— that  river  might  be  tapped  some- 
where about  the  mouth  of  the  Leamington.  At 
any  rate,  I  do  not  think  there  should  be  any 
difficulty  whatever  on  the  question  of  water- 
supply.  In  reference  to  timber,  there  is  a 
scarcity.  There  is  no  timber  on  the  estate 
suitable  for  building  purposes.  It  is  true  there 
are  about  120  acres  of  plantation  of  thirty 
years'  growth.  And  there  are  about  422  acres 
of  stunted  timber,  suitable  for  firewood  and 
fencing  purposes.  But  I  might  point  out  that 
there  is  an  abundance  of  timber  at  Kaikoura, 
and  also  at  the  Sounds,  which  I  believe  could 
be  landed  as  cheaply  at  Port  Bobinson  as  at 
Lyttelton.  I  think  it  is  quite  true  that  the 
Government  were  offered  a  premium  on  their 
bargain ;  but  as  the  estate  was  purchased  in 
the  interests  of  the  people,  and  with  a  view  of 
settlement,  I  think  the  Government  acted  en- 
tirely in  the  interests  of  the  country  by  letting 
the  settlers  who  want  to  go  on  the  land  have 
the  benefit.  If  the  Government  have  obtained 
a  bargain,  I  say,  let  the  people  of  the  colony 
have  the  benefit  of  it.  In  section  11  of  the  Bill 
it  appears  that  provision  is  made  that  no  per- 
son who  has  freehold  or  leasehold  land  shall  be 
allowed  to  take  up  a  portion  of  this  estate.  I 
should  like  to  see  this  strictly  carried  out.  If 
the  estate  is  to  be  settled  in  the  interests  of  the 
landless  in  the  colony  who  may  have  money 
and  experience,  and  are  anxious  to  purchase 
or  rent  a  portion  of  the  land,  by  all  means  let 
that  class  of  our  fellow-colonists  have  a  chance 
of  settling  on  the  estate.  I  hope  that  those 
who  think  the  Government  should  not  sell  the 
land,  but  should  let  it  under  perpetual  lease, 
will  bear  in  mind  the  three  fOrms  of  tenure  in 
the  Land  Act  of  1892.  I  think  it  would  be  im- 
proper for  the  Government  to  depart  from  the 
conditions  of  tenure  laid  down  in  that  Act. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  townships  proposed 
to  be  laid  off  on  the  Cheviot,  I  trust  the  Minis- 
ter will  be  careful  not  to  offer  for  sale  a  sec- 
tion in  the  proposed  townships  until  such^time 
as  the  rural  land  is  disposed  of.  I  mention 
this  because  some  few  years  ago  Mr.  Moore, 
of  Glenmark,  offered  for  sale  sections  inithe 
Township  of  Waikari,  and  he  sold  in  that  town- 
ship something  like  fifteen  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  land.  Persons  bought  the  land  with 
the  expectation  that  the  rural  land  around  the 
settlement  would  also  be  disposed  of,  and  that 
the  settlement  in  time  would  be  a  fiourishing 
one ;  but  Mr.  Moore  altered  his  mind  and  did 
not  sell  many  sections  of  the  rural  land,  and 
sections  can  now  be  obtained  in  the  township 
at  very  little  more  than  was  paid  for  them 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago.  If  my  suggestion 
is  carried  out  business  people  will  know  what 
they  are  about.  I  notice  by  the  map  that 
there  is  to  be  a  central  township  of  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres ;  and  if  that  is  divided 
into  quarter-acre  sections  it  would  probably 
bring  in  a  sum  of  £20,000,  and  such  a  sum 
would  go  a  long  way  towards  reading  the 
estate.    The  purchase  of  this  estate  is  one  of 
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the  most  important  ondertaldDgs  of  this  or  any 
other  Government.  I  \vish  the  Government 
every  snccess,  and  I  believe  the  majority  of 
members  of  this  House  will  be  only  too  glad  to 
render  every  assistance  to  the  Government  in 
administering  the  estate  in  the  interests  of 
■ettlement. 

Mr.  LAKE.— I  do  not  think  I  need  refer  at 
great  length  to  the  remarks  of  the  honoarable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down.  He  always 
acts  the  part  of  chorus  to  the  Government,  and 
is  always  prepared  to  dance  to  the  Ministerial 
piping.  But  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that 
'we  may  gauge  the  value  of  his  statements  on 
this  Bill  by  the  accuracy  of  the  curious  illus- 
trations by  which  he  has  chosen  to  illustrate 
his  subject.  He  assures  us  that  if  Joshua  and 
Caleb — who  he  tells  us  were  the  two  spies 
sent  out  to  view  the  promised  land — had  been 
resurrectionised  and  had  come  to  Cheviot  they 
would  have  pronounced  the  land  to  be  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey.  His  statement  was  un- 
reliable in  the  first  place  if  he  referred  to 
the  twelve  spies,  because  his  judgment  was  pro- 
bably biassed  by  the  sad  fate  of  the  ten  whose 
report  was  of  the  wrons  colour,  and  inaccurate 
in  the  second  place  both  as  to  names  and 
result,  if,  as  is  probable,  he  referred  to  the  two 
spies  mentioned  in  the  Book  of  Joshua.  I 
will  only  say,  for  the  sake  of  the  position  the 
honourable  gentleman  takes  up  as  the  good 
young  man  of  his  party,  I  hope  that  when 
he  went  to  spy  out  the  land  he  did  not  too 
closely  follow  the  example  of  those  two  spies, 
and  that,  if  he  did,  no  evil  consequences  fol- 
lowed from  his  nocturnal  sojourn  in  such 
questionable  quarters.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Sydenham  is  not  in  his  place ;  there- 
fore I  will  say  nothing  about  his  statement  aq 
to  the  amount  of  money  that  ought  to  have 
gone  to  Canterbury.  I  can  only  say  that,  as 
far  as  I  am  informed  by  those  who  are  best  in- 
formed on  the  subject,  Canterbury  did  very 
well  when  the  change  of  provincial  institu- 
tions took  place,  and  that  certain  little  ar- 
rangements which  took  place  at  that  time  will 
hardly  bear  the  light  of  scrutiny.  I  will  only 
say  one  or  two  words  on  the  Bill,  because, 
as  a  member  of  the  Waste  Lands  Commit- 
tee, I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
it  with  greater  information  before  me  on  an- 
other occasion  ;  but  on  the  general  principle 
involved  I  should  like  to  say  one  or  two  words. 
I  do  not  for  one  moment  blame  the  Government 
for  having  taken  this  land  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Land  and  Income  Assessment  Act.  If 
they  had — as  they  appear  to  have  had— proper 
valuators,  they  were  quite  justified  in  doing 
what  they  did.  But  that  is  where  I  begin  to 
differ  from  them.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  first 
object  after  the  Land  and  Income  Assessment 
Act  had  been  vindicated,  so  to  speak,  by  their 
taking  this  land,  should  have  been  to  get  ri4  of 
it  as  quickly  as  possible,  without  loss  to  the 
colony.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  book-keeping,  it  would  have  been  far 
better  if  this  land  had  been  cut  up  into  rea- 
sonable blocks  and  put  up  for  sale,  the  Land 
Department  buying  in  what  they  required  for 


experimental  purposes.  It  seems  to  me  a  very 
dangerous  precedent  for  the  Land-  and  Income- 
tax  Department  to  lend  themselves  to  experi- 
ments in  land-settlement.  And  even  in  spite 
of  the  very  glowing  description  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  and  the  exceedingly  moderate  nature 
of  his  remarks,  1  do  not  yet  see  that  we  are 
sure  to  come  out  quite  safe.  There  is  a  certain 
amount  of  general  vagueness  about  this  Bill 
which  caused  me  to  note  on  it,  the  first  time  I 
saw  it,  *'  This  is  a  Bill  to  give  the  Minister 
power  to  do  anything- he  likes,  independently 
of  the  Land  Act."  And  I  see  no  reason  to  alter 
the  judgment  I  first  formed  on  it.  There  is  a 
little  thing  here  which  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to,  and  that  is  in  regard  to  the  state- 
ment that  the  Government  could  have  resold 
the  estate  at  a  profit.  I  dare  say  a  good  many 
inquiries  have  been  made  about  this  estate, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  never  heajxl 
anything  which  would  bear  out  the  statements 
which  have  been  made,  beyond  an  application 
for  a  lease.  But,  even  if  it  were  so,  surely  it  is 
improbable  that  the  Minister,  after  having 
taken  over  this  land  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Act,  would  be 
able  at  once  to  secure  that  which  the  trustees 
of  the  property  had  been  unable  to  obtain  for 
years.  The  trustees,  as  we  know,  have  been 
making  the  greatest  exertions  to  dispose  of  the 
land  :  in  fact,  we  know  they  were  under  posi- 
tive compulsion  to  sell  the  land,  inasmuch  as 
the  different  people  interested  in  the  property 
were  practically  forcing  them  to  do  so.  Indeed, 
I  think  the  trustees  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  result  of  the  sale.  But  there  is  another 
portion  of  the  Bill  which  seems  to  me  some- 
what curious.  I  have  some  little  knowledge  of 
the  Government  way  of  dealing  with  Crown 
lands  in  my  own  district.  I  may  safely  say  that 
whenever  I  have  had  the  honour  of  waiting 
upon  the  Minister  of  Lands  with  the  humble 
request  to  make  some  little  road  to  open  up 
some  ninety  thousand  acres  of  land  in  my 
district  the  first  question  put  to  me  has  been, 
"  What  can  we  borrow  on  it  ?  "  But  difficulties 
of  that  sort  have  not  arisen  in  this  case.  The 
reason  I  refer  to  this  matter  is  that  the  acreage 
acquired  in  my  own  district  during  the  past  few 
years  nearly  corresponds  with  the  area  of  the 
Cheviot  Estate.  Yet  the  Cheviot  Estate  is  re- 
ferred to  as  a  sort  of  Eden,  where  not  only 
roads  but  railroads  are  shown — railroads  that 
are  not  needed  for  the  next  fifty  years,  and  the 
appearance  of  which  on  the  maps,  if  the  railways 
are  not  made,  will  give  rise  to  claims  for  com- 
pensation by  the  Government  for  not  carrying 
out  their  promises  in  regard  to  the  railway.  We 
are  told  that  there  is  a  large  staff  of  surveyors 
at  work  on  the  estate.  I  should  like  to  point 
out  in  this  connection  that  the  surveys  have 
been  continuously  behindhand  in  the  Auckland 
District  for  many  years,  and  many  persons 
have  had  to  find  their  own  surveyors  to  overtake 
some  of  the  work.  The  estimate  of  the  charges 
for  reading,  surveying,  et  cetera,  is  £60,000.  In 
section  18  the  Government  take  the  power  to 
make  and  to  maintain  all  the  roads  through 
the  district.    All  I  can  say  is  that  I  wish  there 
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was  a  second  CSheviot  in  my  disferiot.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  Grovernment  are  about  to  make 
the  settlement  of  this  laud  a  hobby,  and  will 
spend  money  there  which  ought  to  be  spent 
on  other  surveys  and  roads  in  the  colony.  I 
cannot  for  one  moment  expect  that  the  Minis- 
ter will  put  a  railroad  in  the  newly-settled 
part  of  my  district,  but  I  do  hope  he  will  apply 
to  that  district  the  conditions  of  section  18, 
in  which  he  has  so  generously  provided  for 
the  land  dealt  with  in  this  Bill.  There  is 
only  one  further  remark  I  need  make,  and  that 
is  this :  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  rather  un- 
generous of  the  Minister  to  say  that  if  the 
House  will  approve  of  this  purchase  other  large 
estates  will  be  acquired.  And  yet  in  another 
connection  he  said  that  the  Government  were 
obliged  to  take  this  particular  estate  because 
otherwise  certain  other  large  estates  would 
have  got  o£E  paying  their  proper  share  of  taxa- 
tion. Now,  I  say  that  is  ungenerous.  Surely 
we  have  had  enough  of  this  sort  of  talk  of 
large  estates  —  of  these  references  to  social 
pests,  and  so  forth.  Surely  we  might  leave 
.  these  people  alone,  and  content  ourselves  with 
simply  saying  that  the  law  is  the  same  for 
both  large  and  small'-that  in  all  cases  we  are 
determined  equally  to  give  the  option  either 
of  taking  the  estates  when  the  valuation  is 
objected  to,  or  of  lowering*  the  assessment, 
in  the  case  of  small  estates  as  well  as  in  regard 
to  those  of  large  extent.  I  will  only  point 
out,  further,  that  it  is  a  rather  dangerous  pre- 
cedent to  establish,  if  we  should  ever  have  a 
subservient  Commissioner  of  Taxes,  that  the 
land  should  be  taken  for  settlement  purposes 
with  such  an  arrangement  in  the  way  of  book- 
keeping as  we  have  in  this  case,  if  one  can 
judge  from  what  is  shown  in  this  Bill.  I  do 
not  object  at  all  to  the  experiment  we  are 
making,  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  I  do  very  much 
object  to  its  beiug  done  as  part  of  the  working  of 
the  Land  and  Income-tax  Department  instead 
of  being  dealt  with  simply  as  a  question  for 
the  Lands  Department ;  and  I  do  not  yet  see 
how  we  are  going  to  justify  the  expenditure 
the  Minister  is  undertaking  on  that  Cheviot 
Estate  under  the  conditions  of  the  Land  and 
Income  Assessment  Act.  With  these  remarks. 
Sir,  I  will  leave  the  Bill  alone  until  it  comes 
to  us  from -the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— The  Cheviot  Estate  has 
played  so  important  a  part  in  the  history  of  the 
Provincial  District  of  Nelson  th%t  I  approach 
the  subject  like  an  old  acquaintance.  I  feel 
very  considerable  satisfaction  with  the  action 
which  the  Government  have  taken  in  this 
matter.  In  fact,  I  do  not  know  of  anything 
that  the  Government  has  done  upon  which  I 
so  entirely  agree  with  them  as  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  this  estate.  I  have  been  able  to  sympa- 
thize with  the  Opposition  upon  some  questions, 
but  in  this  matter  I  have  no  sympathy  what- 
ever with  them.  On  the  contrary,  the  more 
strongly  the  large  landholders  condemn  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  this  matter  the 
more  certain  I  feel  that  the  Government  have 
acted  rightly.  It  would  have  been  the  signal 
for  the  universal  undervaluing  of  large  estates 
Mr,  Lake 


if  the  Goyemment  had  shown  timidity  in  the 
matter  of  taking  a  laxge  estate  like  this. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  told  us  that 
the  Act  was  probably  not  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied to  large  estates.  Well,  Sir,  if  it  was  not 
intended  to  apply  to  large  estates  it  should 
never  have  been  placed  on  the  statute-book, 
because  it  certaimy  gives  great  facilities  for 
forcing  an  undervaluation  on  the  Gk>vernment ; 
and  without  the  power  of  purchase,  and  the 
means  to  purchase,  an  estate,  however  large, 
the  Government  would  have  to  helplessly  ac- 
cept whatever  valuation  the  owner  chose  to 
put  upon  it.  I  think  that,  when  the  Act  was 
proposed,  the  clause  in  the  Act  giving  power  to- 
call  upon  the  Government  to  purchase — or  the 
same  principle,  at  any  rate  —  was  proposed 
by  a  large  landowner.  When  we  were  consider- 
ing the  first  land-tax,  or  the  property-tax,  I  am 
not  sure  which,  Mr.  Sutton,  of  Napier,  I  be- 
lieve, was  the  man  who  proposed  it  should  be 
introduced  into  one  of  our  Bills.  The  Aot 
having  made  no  proper  provision  as  to  how  the 
money  was  to  be  obtained  for  the  purchase  of 
such  a  large  estate,  I  quite  agree  with  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  that  it  was  a  very  bold  step 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  take  it  as 
they  did.  But  my  experience  of  public  life  is 
this :  that  you  can  never  be  too  bold  as  an 
Executive  so  long  as  you  are  honest  and  not 
extravagant.  In  such  matters  the  righteous 
may  be  **  bold  as  a  lion."  And  I  am  qmte  sure 
that  any  Government  which  honestly  takes  an 
estate  of  this  kind,  rather  than  allow  the  publio 
to  lose  by  a  general  undervaluation  of  other 
large  estates,  will  be  supported  by  the  honest 
and  disinterested  opinion  of  the  House  and  o£ 
the  country.  One  thing  that  I  blame  the  Go- 
vernment for  is  not  for  being  too  bold,  but  for 
not  being  bold  enough.  In  determining  upon 
the  acquisition  of  this  particular  estate  I  ad- 
mit that  they  ran  a  considerable  risk,  and  they 
proved  themselves,  I  think,  very  good  generala 
in  the  way  they  obtained  the  money  for  buying 
the  estate.  At  the  same  time,  I  think,  if  we 
ceased  to  make  as  many  railways  as  we  do, 
it  would  be  very  desirable  that  we  should  ac- 
quire estates  of  this  kind  and  make  good  use 
of  them,  as  I  believe  we  shall  make  of  this. 
There  was  but  one  way  to  make  this  purchase 
an  immediate  success:  it  is  a  very  evident 
way,  and  yet  it  is  a  way  that  no  speaker  has 
mentioned  yet  as  regards  this  case,  and  yet  it 
appears  to  be  so  extremely  clear  that  they 
ought  to  have  taken  that  way  that  I  wonder  no 
one  has  said  anything  about  it.  Sir,  you  could 
not  make  this  land  pay  during  the  first  year 
in  any  other  way  than  by  keeping  the  sheep  on 
the  land.  Without  the  sheep  the  land  is  of 
very  little  use  to  any  one  for  a  few  months. 
That  would  have  been  the  right  course  for 
the  Government  to  take.  They  should  have 
spent  £70,000  in  buying  the  sheep,  and  they 
would  have  had  a  return  of  £30,000  the  first 
year.  That  would  have  proved  a  good  bargain. 
The  honourable  member  for  Halswell  will  ad- 
mit, perhaps,  that  I  have  had  some  experience 
of  what  I  say  with  regard  to  the  boldness  with 
which  public  men  should  aot  in  certain  oases. 
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He  was  Provincial  Secretary  in  Canterbury 
when  the  West  Coast  goldfields  were  so  sud- 
denly *'  rushed,"  and  the  Provincial  Executives 
of  Canterbury  and  Nelson  had  to  suddenly 
meet  all  kinds  ol  emergencies. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— We  cannot 
hear  a  word  over  here  of  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  sapring. 

Bfr.  SPEAIO^B.  —  Honourable  gentlemen 
must  really  keep  order. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— I  was  referring,  Sir,  to 
the  time  when  the  diggings  broke  out  on  the 
west  coast  of  the  other  Island,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  honourable  meihber  for  Hals- 
well  will  remember  that  we  found  it  necessary 
there  to  take  some  very  bold  steps  indeed.  I 
know  that,  as  Superintendent  of  Nelson,  I  was 
all  at  once  advised,  when  sixty  thousand  men 
had  come  over  to  Westland,  to  call  the  Provin- 
cial Council  together  to  decide  upon  what  we 
should  do.  Instead  of  doing  that,  I  went 
round  to  the  West  Coast  myself,  and  for  six 
weeks  I  was  travelling  around  amongst  these 
men, — and,  although  our  revenue  rose  to  three 
times  more  than  it  had  ever  been  before,  there 
was  not  a  penny  voted  for  expenditure  on  roads 
in  that  district.  I  therefore  set  to  work  spend- 
ing all  I  could  get,  and  I  went  on  in  that  way 
untQ  the  usual  time  for  the  Council  meeting. 
When  the  Council  met  they  did  not  complain, 
nor  did  they  disallow  a  single  sixpence  I  had 
spent.  Therefore  I  feel  that,  as  long  as  you 
go  to  work  in  the  public  interest,  public  men 
ought  not  to  indulge  in  too  much  timidity  on 
occasions  of  that  kind.  Then,  Sir,  there  is 
another  way  in  which  the  Government  should 
spend  more  money  than  they  have  spent,  and 
that  is,  they  should  get  to  work  with  the  drain- 
plough.  Sheep  get  foot-rot  and  crops  get 
drowned  on  the  best  of  the  flat  lands.  This 
land  should  be  drained  by  the  drain-plough, 
and  I  believe  that  if  the  drain -plough  were 
set  to  work  on  this  land  the  Minister  of  Lands 
would  find  it  would  pay  over  and  over  again  in 
the  price  at  which  the  land  would  sell.  There 
is  another  thing  I  should  like  to  have  seen  this 
purchase  put  to,  and  that  is  the  creation  of  an 
mdustriaJ  farm.  I  know  of  no  spot  that  would 
be  more  suitable  for  such  a  purpose  than  would 
be  this  Cheviot  Estate.  The  mere  fact  of  its 
heing  a  long  way  from  towns  and  cities  would, 
in  my  opinion,  be  distinctly  an  advantage.    A 

Ct  many  of  those  who  need  assistance  of 
kind  often  need  that  assistance  simply 
from  their  own  incapability  of  resisting  tempta- 
tions they  find  in  the  cities ;  and  I  say,  there- 
lore,  the  further  they  are  removed  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  cities  and  placed  on  land  in 
a  thoroughly  good  climate,  such  as  this  land 
enjoys,  the  better  it  will  be  for  their  welfare 
and  for  the  success  of  the  industrial  institu- 
tion. There  is  good  water-carriage— carriage 
that  would  bring  the  necessaries  of  life  to  the 
spot,  and  which  would  take  away  their  produce 
at  very  reasonable  rates — at  a  much  lower  rate, 
at  sXL  events,  than  many  farmers  have  to  pay 
now  who  are  not  one  quarter  of  the  distance 
from  the  markets.  I  do  not  think  there  would 
be  any  difficulty  either  with  regard  to  fuel  where 


the  water-carriage  is  so  near,  and  where  there 
are  some  hundreds  of  acres  of  plantations  thitty 
years  old.  There  are,  if  mv  memory  serves  me, 
some  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  plantflb- 
tions,  the  timber  from  which  would  supply  any 
amount  of  firiBwood ;  and  I  think,  in  short, 
we  could  not  get  a  more  suitable  place  for  such 
a  purpose  as  I  have  indicated.  I  hope  the  Bill 
will  be  supported,  as  I  feel  sure  it  will  be,  by 
the  House,  and  that  we  shall  make  the  best 
use  of  this  purchase,  and  that  we  shall  always 
give  the  Government  instructions  to  do  ihe 
same  thing  if  the  same  opportunity  offers, 
rather  than  allow  all  large  estates  to  be  sys- 
tematically undervalued  for  taxation  purposes. 
Mr.  SANDFORD.— Before  this  Bill  goes  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  I  should  like  to 
offer  a  few  remarks  upon  some  of  its  provisions 
which  I  think  should  be  amended  there.  I 
have  no  doubt  at  all  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
Government  in  acquiring  the  estate.  I  am 
equally  assured  that  the  position  they  have 
tsJcen  up  as  regards  this  estate  will,  to  a  very 
great  extent,  lessen  the  claims  to  reduce  the 
values  placed  on  other  large  estates  in  the 
colony,  and  it  was  imperative  upon  them  to 
acquire  the  estate  unless  they  were  prepared  to 
concede  considerable  reductions  in  assessment 
all  round.  However,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn  has  just  said,  I  hope  this  will 
only  prove  to  be  the  first  of  a  number  of  estates 
which  will  be  taken  under  like  conditions.  I 
quite  recognise,  with  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
that  the  success  or  failure  of  this  purchase 
means  either  the  carrying-on  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government  in  the  matter  of  acquiring 
large  estates,  or  the  hanging-up  of  that  policy 
for  many  years  to  come,  and  I  quite  sympathize 
with  him  in  his  desire  to  make  it  a  financial  as 
well  as  a  settlement  success.  At  the  same  timq, 
I  very  much  regret  that  the  Government  have 
not  had  the  courage  to  face  the  difficulty  aa 
some  in  this  House  would  wish  them  to  face 
it,  and  as,  I  believe,  many  in  the  country  would 
wish  to  see  them  face  it — namely,  by  raising  the 
cost  of  the  estate  on  debentures,  ajid  retaining 
the  whole  of  the  land  for  leasing.  I  am  quite 
aware,  vnth  the  honourable  member  for  Ina> 
ngahua,  that  we  are  in  a  very  .<unall  minority 
in  this  House  when  we  talk  of  retaining  the 
fee-simple  in  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
But  we  are  hoping  for  better  times;  and,  so 
long  as  I  am  in  this  House,  whenever  the  ques- 
tion of  parting  with  the  freehold  is  raised,  I 
Hhall  enter  my  protest  against  that  being  done. 
Having  said  this  much,  I  should  like  to  dra^f 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  and  of  the  Waste 
Lands '  Conmiittee  to  some  points  in  the  Bill 
which,  to  my  mind,  are  exceedingly  weak.  In 
the  first  place  the  Bill  should  have  limited  very 
distinctly  the  proportion  and  quality  of  the  land 
in  the  estate  which  may  be  sold  for  cash.  The 
Bill  states  that  *<  one-third  portion  thereof  shall 
be  sold  for  cash  by  public  auction,"  but  the 
proviso  to  that  clause  says,  <*The  propor- 
tions of  land  before  mentioned  may  be  varied 
or  altered  by  the  Minister  from  time  to  time." 
I  do  not  doubt  that  whilst  the  present  Minister 
of  Lands  holds  office  the  amount  of  land  so 
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for  cash  win  be  kept  within  very  moderate 
limits ;  but  I  am  aware  that  the  times  change, 
and  the  Ministry  of  to-day  may  be  the  Op- 
position of  to-morrow.  Political  life  is  very 
uncertain  in  this  colony,  and  I  dread  the  ad- 
vent of  a  Minister  of  Lands  from  the  present 
Opposition  benches  with  such  a  clause  as  this 
in  the  Bill,  for  I  feel  assured  that  if  such  a 
thing  occurred  it  would  be  not  merely  a  third 
of  the  estate  that  would  be  sold  for  cash.  We 
should  probably  find  that  the  then  Minister  of 
Lands  would  hold  it  to  be  wise  to  vary  the  pro- 
portion, and  that  that  variation  would  mean 
that  the  largest  part  of  the  estate  would  be  sold 
for  cash.  And,  with  every  respect  for  our  pre- 
sent Minister,  I  would  urge  him,  in  view  of 
such  a  possibility,  to  excise  this  power  of  vary- 
ing the  amounts  to  be  disposed  of  by  leasehold 
or  for  cash.  Then,  there  is  another  point. 
There  is  no  limit  whatever  in  the  Bill  to  the 
amount  of  land  which  ma^  be  sold  with  the 
mansion.  There  is  a  side-note  which  refers  to 
five  thousand  acres,  but  the  body  of  the  Bill 
fixes  no  limit;  and  I  think  it  should  be  dis- 
tinctly stated  before  the  Bill  leaves  this  House ; 
otherwise  the  Minister  may  find  that  he  has  to 
dispose  of  not  five  thousand  acres,  but  ten  or 
fifteen  thousand  acres.  Unless  this  clause  is 
amended  by  the  Waste  Lands  Conmiittee,  or, 
at  any  rate  in  Conmiittee  of  the  House,  I  shall 
find  it  my  unpleasant  duty  to  vote  against  the 
Government  in  this  connection.  Another  very 
weak  point  in  the  Bill  is  this:  that  the  pro- 
tection we  had  in  the  Land  Act  of  last  session 
against  lands  being  bought  for  speculative 
purposes  for  cash  is  wanting  in  this  Bill — I 
refer  to  the  improvement  clause.  Honourable 
members  are  fully  aware  that  the  Act  of  last 
session  specifies  tiiat  there  shall  be  a  certain 
amount  of  improvements  made  upon  land  sold 
for  cash,  before  the  issue  of  a  Grown  grant.  In 
this  Bill,  however,  as  soon  as  the  price  is  paid 
for  the  land,  without  the  slightest  stipulation 
for  improvements  the  Grown  grant  may  be 
issued.  I  see  no  reason  why  this  land  should 
not  be  similarly  protected  to  other  Grown  lands. 
Another  provision  I  find  absent  from  the  Bill  is 
compulsory  residence  on  lands  that  are  leased. 
There  is  no  provision  in  this  Bill  for  compul- 
sory residence.  Glause  12  is  a  general  clause 
which  specifies  that  the  Minister  may  make 
regulations,  but  it  limits  these  regulations  to 
the  cropping  and  using  of  the  land ;  and  I  very 
much  question  whether  the  Minister  would 
have  the  power  to  provide  for  compulsory  resi- 
dence. It  is  also  specified  that  this  Bill  shall 
be  read  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Land 
Act ;  but  we  have  specicJ  provisions  here  which 
must  be  regarded  before  the  general  provisions 
of  the  Land  Act  can  apply.  In  the  matters  to 
which  I  have  referred — improvement  and  resi- 
dence— ^no  doubt  should  exist  as  to  the  inten- 
tion of  any  Act  passed  dealing  with  this  estate. 
Taking  the  Bill  as  a  whole,  the  Minister  of 
Lands  has  handled  a  most  difficult  task  as  well 
as  we  could  have  expected ;  but,  to  my  mind, 
the  Bill  is  a  distinctly  retrograde  step,  and  I 
hope  that  when  it  comes  back  from  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  or,  at  any  rate,  in  Commit* 
Mr,  Sandford 


tee  of  the  House,  it  will  be  very  considerably 
modified,  and  that  those  opposed  to  the  sale 
of  land  for  cash  at  all  will  have  less  to  find 
fault  with  m  the  measure  than  they  have  at 
present. 

Mr.  FISH.— Sir,  the  Bill  at  present  before 
the  House  ie  chiefly  remarkable  for  one  thing, 
and  that  is  the  exceeding  and  wonderful  in- 
consistency of  the  Government  in  connection 
with  their  land  policy,  and  more  particularly 
that  of  the  Minister  of  Lands.  Any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  who  recalls  to  his  mind 
the  passage  of  the  Land  Bill  of  last  session 
through  the  House  cannot  fail  to  be  struck 
vnth  the  thorough  inconsistency  between  the 
action  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  now  and  the 
action  he  then  took  with  regard  to  the  land 
question.  On  that  occasion  it  was  lands  in 
perpetuity,  lands  in  perpetuity,  and  nothing 
else.  I  believe,  if  a  proposal  had  been  made 
on  the  floor  of  this  House  last  session  for  the 
acquisition  of  lands  by  purchase,  my  honour- 
able friend  would  have  endeavoured  to  sink 
through  the  floor  of  the  chamber,  and  would 
have  disappeared  from  view.  And  yet  we 
find  him,  like  a  prize-fighter  after  a  knock- 
down blow,  coming  up  smiling  and  proposing 
the  resumption  of  the  sale  of  lands  for  cash 
without  any  settlement  conditions.  Can  he 
justify  himself  in  such  a  purchase  &a  this,  when 
the  purchase  entails  on  him  and  the  Ministry 
the  sacrifice  of  a  great  and  noble  principle  of 
which  he  was  so  eloquent  an  expounder  less 
thsiU  twelve  months  ago  ?  Oh,  Sir,  what  a  fall- 
ing-oi!  is  there  I  I  told  him  the  same  last 
session  with  regard  to  what  I  termed  his  eternal 
lease.  I  tell  him  now  the  same  thing  when  I 
find  him  reverting  to  the  old  system  of  the  sale 
of  lands  for  cash.  The  honourable  gentleman 
opened  his  speech  to-day  by  saying  that  he  had 
no  doubt  there  were  great  differences  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  the  Government  should  have 
bought  this  land  or  not.  He  is  quite  right  in 
this,  because  there  is  a  very  great  difference  of 
opinion  throughout  the  country  as  to  whether 
the  Minister  is  right  on  this  question  or  not. 
The  country  is  not  represented  by  a  few  of  the 
residents  round  that  small  piece  called  Cheviot ; 
neither,  may  I  remind  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City,  is  Canterbury — great  pro- 
vince though  it  be — the  whole  of  the  colony. 
The  honourable  gentleman  may  rest  assured 
that  there  is  a  very  strong  and  large  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Government 
buying  this  laud.  We  were  told  when  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill  was  passing  through 
the  House  that  it  was  the  intention  or  desire  of 
the  Government  to  purchase  lands  during  any 
session  not  exceeding  the  value  of  £50,000,  and 
they  were  to  be  agricultural  lands,  and  to  be 
sold  in  small  areas.  How  does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  carry  out  his  promise  in  this 
respect  with  regard  to  this  land?  We  have 
here  purchased  a  large  quantity  of  land,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  admittedly  not  fikgrioul- 
tural  nor  fitted  for  close  settlement,  but  pastorsJ 
land  which  the  Government  are  compelled  to 
let  in  blocks  of  not  less  than  five  thousand 
acres.    Again  I  say,  with  pain,  what  a  falling- 
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ofi  u  there !  Then,  I  would  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman,  what  legal  right  had  he  to  com- 
mit the  colony  to  the  purchase  of  a  quarter 
of  a  million's  worth  of  land  ?  He  took  power 
only  to  expend  £50,000,  and,  if  my  memory 
aeryes  me  nghtly,  a  schedule  of  this  land  was 
to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  previous  to 
the  actual  purchase  of  it. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No ;  after  it  was  done. 

Mr.  FISH. — ^Yes ;  but  in  this  case  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  committed  the  colony  to 
an  expenditure  of  a  quarter  of  a  million — ex- 
penditure which  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  the  Government  knew  when  they  were  pur- 
chasing the  colony  was  unable  to  meet  out  of 
legitimate  revenue;  and  that  is  the  reason 
we  find  this  departure  from  the  adopted  policy 
of  the  honourable  gentleman.  The  honourable 
gentleman  cannot,  nor  can  his  Gk>vemment, 
shelter  themselves  under  the  statement,  or  the 
plea,  that  they  were  compelled  to  buy  this 
land  under  the  terms  of  the  Land  and  Income 
Assessment  Act.  We  are  told  this  was  the 
cause  which  induced  them,  or  forced  them,  to 
purchase  the  estate.  Sir,  what  nonsense  that 
IS !  The  honourable  gentleman  tells  us  that  the 
trustees  of  the  land  failed  to  do  so-and-so,  and 
so  the  Land-  and  Income-tax  Agents  were 
bound  to  do  so-and-so ;  and  so,  the  difterence 
between  the  valuations  by  the  department  and 
by  the  trustees  being  £44,000,  because  there 
was  this  difference,  and  because  the  trustees 
offered  to  sell  the  land  to  the  Governmenb 
at  their  own  price,  they  were  compelled  to  take 
it,  in  order  to  protect  the  revenue  of  the  colony. 
Oan  any  statement  be  more  absurd,  or  less 
worthy  of  credence,  than  this?  What  would 
have  been  the  loss  to  the  colony?  Exactly 
forty-four  thousand  pennies  per  suinum;  and 
does  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to  tell  me 
that  the  sacrifice  of  so  small  an  amount  of 
revenue  was  a  sufficient  justification  to  him  to 
break  the  law,  which  ho  practically  has  done 
by  compelling  the  colony  to  accept  this  pur- 
chase ?  Why,  the  idea  will  not  hold  water  for 
a  moment.  But  my  honourable  friends  say, 
"  Oh !  if  we  had  reduced  the  valuation  on  this 
property  we  should  have  had  to  reduce  it  on 
others."  Well,  Sir,  supposing  they  had,  what 
would  that  have  mattered?  The  honourable 
gentleman  spoke  as  if  the  acceptance  of  a  re- 
duction of  valuation  was  a  new  thing.  May  I 
ask  him  whether  there  have  not  been  dozens  of 
cases  where  a  reduced  value  has  been  accepted, 
which  has  been  the  value  that  the  owner  of 
the  land  put  on  the  property  ?  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  says  that  this  would  have  in- 
duced the  ofier  of  other  parcels  of  land  to  the 
Government  for  settlement  purposes,  that  would 
have  been  no  harm.  It  would  have  been  a 
good  thing,  according  to  his  dictum,  and  he 
might  have  had  land  offered  under  similar 
circumstances  in  other  parts  which  would  have 
suited  the  colony  just  as  well,  and  might  have 
been  acquired  at  a  less  price  than  this.  And 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  funny  thing.  Who, 
in  the  name  of  forttme,  should  know  the  real 
value  of  land  better  than  those  who  offered  it 
for  sale  ?    But  we  are  told  by  some  honourable 


gentleman  who  spoke  to  day  that  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  this  estate  induced 
the  trustees  to  sell  at  a  low  price.  I  will  accept 
the  statement  as  correct ;  and,  if  it  is  correct, 
does  it  not  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
if  the  Government  had  not  taken  the  land  the 
trustees  of  the  estate  must  have  necessarily  cut> 
it  up  themselves,  and  have  secured  the  very 
same  result  as  the  Government  hope  to  secure 
now,  minii8  the  expenditure  of  £50,000  for 
making  roads  and  surveys  ?  And,  with  regard 
to  this  £50,000,  is  it  to  be  accepted  for  a 
moment  as  a  doctrine  which  this  House  must 
adopt  that  the  Government  of  the  day  may 
place  the  colony,  or  this  House,  in  such  a  posi> 
tion  that  outside  the  purchase  of  land  they  are 
compelled  to  spend  on  an  estate,  in  order  to 
settle  and  cut  it  up,  the  large  sum  of  £50,000  ? 
How  far  that  would  go  in  opening  up  unsettled  - 
districts  in  various  portions  of  the  colony? 
And  is  it  fair  to  other  portions  of  the  colony  ? 
I  do  not  want  to  raise  district  antagonism,  but 
it  must  be  patent  to  numbers  of  members,  as  it 
is  to  myself,  although  I  have  no  special  know- 
ledge, that  there  are  many  portions  of  the 
colony,  in  the  North  Island  more  particularly,- 
where  the  expenditure  of  £50,000  would  result 
in  an  immense  amount  of  good  to  the  district 
within  which  the  money  might  be  expended. 
Then,  what  have  we  got  besides  ?  We  find  in 
this  Bill  that  it  is  provided  that  the  land  shall 
be  sold  at  such  a  price  as  will  cover  the  cost 
of-  survey,  road-making,  and  other  expenses. 
Now,  it  is  very  easy  indeed  to  put  a  clause  of 
this  kind  upon  the  statute-book,  but  it  is  be- 
yond the  power  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
or  of  any  member  of  the  House,  to  carry  out- 
that  law  if  the  carrying-out  of  it  raises  the 
price  of  the  land  beyond  its  market* value ;  and 
this  land  when  put  up  for  auction  will  fetch 
neither  more  nor  less  than  its  market  -  value, 
quite  irrespective  of  the  amount  the  Govern- 
ment may  have  laid  out  upon  it  to  make  it  fit 
for  settlement.  Then  the  Government  will  not 
get  a  price  to  cover  cost.  Therefore  it  is  quite  on 
the  cards  that  the  honourable  gentleman  may 
find  ho  has  landed  the  country  in  a  severe  loss 
as  the  result  of  this  purchase,  and  may  have  to 
admit,  as  we  all  admit  now,  that  he  has  entered 
into  a  speculative  affair  which  is  beyond  the 
functions  of  good  government.  I  cannot  es- 
cape from  the  refiection  myself.  Sir,  I  earnestly 
hope,  now  that  the  thing  is  completed,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman's  predictions  may  be 
verified,  and  that  he  wiU  'not  only  sell  the 
land  at  no  loss  to  the  country,  but  will  also 
secure  settlement  of  a  good  character.  And 
I  would  point  out  again,  before  I  go  further^ 
that  there  is  a  total  abandonment  in  this  Bill 
of  all  the  principles — which  the  honourable 
gentleman  told  us  and  the  country  he  laid  so 
much  store  by — that  are  contained  in  the  Land 
Act  passed  last  session.  There  is,  first  of  all, 
the  sale  of  land  for  cash  without  a  non-residence 
or  residence  clause,  and  without  various  other 
provisions  which  we  were  told  on  a  previous 
occasion  were  of  the  most  fundamental  cha- 
racter, and  necessary  to  be  carried  in  the 
interests  of  the  country.    These  are  all  absent 


Digitized  by 


Google 


80 


Cheviot  Estate 


[HOUSE.]  Disposition  Bill.         [Aug.  15 


from  this  Bill  now.  I  have  never  yet  heard  it 
justified  or  seen  it  proved  that,  for  a  special 
purpose,  it  was  a  proper  thing  to  depart  from 
what  was  a  sound  principle,  and  in  this  Bill 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  undoubtedly 
done  80.  I  have  already  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  made  a  remark  in  his  speech  that 
the  question  arose  whether  this  ckfforded  an 
opportunity  of  acquiring  a  valuable  piece  of 
land,  highly  suitable  for  settlement.  Of 
course,  no  doubt  that  question  did  arise;  but 
I  say,  again,  the  policy  of  the  Government 
was  to  buy  agricultural  land,  and  agricul- 
tural land  alone,  and  he  has  entirely  departed 
from  that  policy  in  this  purchase.  Sir,  it  is 
quite  refreshing  to  listen  to  another  state- 
ment the  honourable  gentleman  made,  and, 
personally,  I  really  compliment  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  his  change  of  front  and  on  his 
change  of  opinion.  It  is  my  opinion  that  both 
he  and  his  colleagues  were  tsiking  retrograde 
steps  as  fast  as  they -could  at  the  dictation 
of  Demos ;  but,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  state- 
ment he  made  in  his  speech,  there  are  signs, 
and  I  hope  strong  signs,  of  the  resuscitation  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  a  sound  state  of 
political  health,  because  he  tells  us,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  settlement  of  tbis  estate,  be  has 
three  great  objects  in  view — capital,  experi- 
ence, and  labour.  We  have  for  the  past  two 
years  in  this  House  been  treated  to  only  one 
phase  of  the  social  problem — labour,  labour, 
labour,  nothing  but  labour.  It  was  all  labour. 
Capital  was  to  be  thrown  to  the  winds;  capi- 
talists were  to  be  driven  into  the  sea ;  capital- 
ists were  no  aid  to  progress;  labour  was  all 
that  was  wanted.  But  now,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  propounded  a 
new  theory,  and  I  trust  he  will  stick  to  it  for  a 
longer  time  than  he  has  stuck  to  his  land  pro- 
positions as  made  last  session  of  this  Parlia- 
ment. Now,  Sir,  he  also  said  that  he  had 
been  urged  by  a  large  number  that  the  whole 
of  the  land  should  be  sold  by  public  auction. 
He  had  also  been  urged  by  another  section  of 
the  community  to  provide  that  the  whole  of  it 
should  be  sold  on  perpetual  lease ;  and  he  had 
also  been  told  by  another  section  that  the 
whole  of  it  should  be  parted  with  on  lease  in 
perpetuity.  Now,  I  think  this  one  thing 
should  teach  him  a  lesson  which  he  and  the 
Government  generally  would  do  well  to  profit 
by— that,  as  long  as  there  are  diversified  opin- 
ions upon  any  great  question,  it  becomes  the 
honoarable  gentlemen  on  those  benches,  having 
the  responsibility  of  governing  this  colony  on 
their  shoulders,  not  to  listen  to,  or,  rather, 
I  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  not  to  listen 
to,  but  not  to  act  upon  every  diverse  opinion. 
It  is  their  duty  to  take  the  common- sense 
course,  and  the  one  which  will  redound  most 
to  the  credit  and  profit  of  the  colonj',  and  not 
to  listen  to  the  nostrums  of  extremists  on  one 
side  or  the  other.  The  honourable  gentleman 
has,  to  some  extent,  tried  to  carry  out  the 
three  courses  indicated  by  these  three  sections 
of  the  community  in  this  Bill.  We  can  see 
him  tinkering  with  each  party,  and  trying  to 
satisfy  each  in  turn  ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
Mr.  Fish 


if  he  persists  in  the  three  systems  he  will  end, 
as  a  result,  by  pleasing  none  of  these  parties. 
A  man  who  tries  to  please  everybody  must 
fall  to  th0  ground  ultimately.  It  is  only  a 
question  of  time.  The  man  who  sticks  firm  to 
a  conviction,  who  holds  by  it,  is  the  man  who, 
like  myself,  will  do  what  is  best  for  the  interests 
of  the  country.  The  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  laughs  at  that.  I  do  not  know  what 
causes  his  merriment,  but  I  say  without  ego- 
tism there  are  very  few  men  in  this  colony  that 
have  survived  the  political  storms  of  a  lifetime 
so  long  as  I  have,  and  there  are  very  few  men, 
I  am  proud  to  say,  who  have  been  longer  in 
public  life  than  myself,  in  one  capacity  or 
another.  To  revert  to  what  I  started  with  : 
believe,  myself,  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  strike  out  of  this  Bill  the  clause 
which  refers  to  any  land  being  parted  with 
on  lease  in  perpetuity ;  and  I  also  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
that  the  lease  in  perpetuity  is  a  fraud  and  a 
sham;  and.  Sir,  I  will  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  to  do  another  thing, 
and  that  is,  to  be  more  charitable  to  myself  in 
the  future.  He  has  more  than  once  during 
the  present  session  said,  **  as  to  anything  that 
honourable  gentleman  proposed  or  said,  it  is 
only  necessary  for  him  to  propose  it,  and  I  would 
oppose  him,  and  go  into  the  opposite  lobby 
against  him."  I  promise  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  if  he  divides  the  House  on  this  par- 
ticular clause  I  will  gladly  go  into  the  same 
lobby  with  him,  because  I  shall  be  voting  for  a 
principle  which  I  thoroughly  and  heartily  be- 
lieve in,  and  it  matters  not  to  me  if  it  was  the 
Prince  of  Darkness  I  was  supporting,  so  long  as 
he  led  me  in  a  right  direction,  and  in  one  better 
for  myself  and  for  the  interests  of  the  country. 
My  opinion  is,  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua,  that  we  should  not  part  from  this 
time  forth  with  a  single  acre  of  our  land  for 
cash.  I  said  three  years  ago  on  the  hustings, 
and  I  say  it  now,  that  we  should  not  part  with 
one  single  acre  of  our  land  for  cash  from  now 
henceforth.  The  only  system,  in  my  opinion, 
on  which  we  should  part  with  our  land  is  upon 
perpetual  lease  with  periodical  valuation.  And 
I  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  this:  that, 
if  he  can  see  his  way  to  finance  so  as  to  do 
without  the  sale  of  this  land  for  cash,  he  will 
find  in  a  short  time, — because  it  is  a  short 
time  in  the  history  of  a  nation,  some  thirty 
years — the  benefit  the  colony  will  reap  from 
haying  the  land  let  on  perpetual  lease  with  a 
periodical  valuation.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  see  his  way  to 
go  as  far  as  that— I  fear  he  will  not;  but, 
if  he  can,  I  should  feel  no  objection  to  the 
purchase,  and  I  should  look  upon  the  system 
with  greater  pleasure  than  I  do  now.  And, 
Sir,  what  I  pointed  out  last  session  has  come  to 
the  front  this  session  with  regard  to  tbis  Bill ; 
and  it  must  be  apparent  to  those  outside  this 
House  who  urged  the  Minister  to  sell  the 
whole  of  this  land  on  lease  in  perpetuity  that  he 
cannot  make  bricks  without  straw,  and  that 
he  is  forced  into  one  of  two  positions :  he  must 
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&ance  in  some  way  to  obtain  money  at  a 
zeasonable  rate  of  interest,  or  he  must  sell  some 
of  the  land  to  enable  him  to  go  on.  As  to 
the  modes  of  selling  the  land,  the  honourable 
gentleman  says  that  his  own  opinion  was  he 
should  have  a  mixture.  Well,  ne  has  got  a 
mixture ;  but  I  say  it  is  a  bad  mixture.  It 
Is  not  a  good  Scotch  mixture.  It  is  a  mix- 
ture with  a  halfpenny-worth  of  all  sorts  in 
it.  There  was  a  remark  made  by  the  late 
Minister  of  Lands  with  regard  to  a  railway 
route  being  placed  upon  the  map.  Well,  I 
do  not  think  buyers  will  be  particularly  de- 
oeived  by  that  being  there,  and,  if  they  are,  it 
will  be  tiieir  own  fault ;  but  at  the  same  time 
I  think  it  would  have  been  as  well  that  no  in- 
dication, however  remote,  should  be  given  to 
intending  purchasers  of  an  intention  of  the 
Government  to  build  a  railway  there.  We  may 
liave  a  repetition  of  what  has  occurred  in  the 
past,  and  have  intending  settlers  coming  many 
years  hence  and  demanding  all  sorts  of  things 
because  the  Qovernment  have  not  carried  out 
the  promise  of  a  railway,  and  they  would  pro- 
duce this  map  in  furtherance  of  their  claims. 
I  am  sorry  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley 
is  gone.  He  told  us  something  aboat  Joshua. 
I  do  not  know  why  he  should  have  referred  to 
Joehua. 

SirR.  SfOUT.— Who? 

Mr.  FISH.— Joshua— the  Biblical  Joshua. 
He  stated,  referring  to  this  land  of  Goshen 
which  the  Minister  of  Lands  has  picked  out, 
that  Joshua  sent  two  men  to  spy  out  the  land 
in  olden  times.  I  believe  that  is  a  Biblical  and 
historical  fact.  I  need  not  remind  the  House 
what  kind  of  place  these  two  men  landed  in  in 
the  evening.  I  trust  that, •if  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashley  went  to  spy  out  this  land, 
neither  he  nor  the  man  who  went  with  him 
landed  in  a  place  of  the  same  sort  as  the  two 
gentlemen  whom  our  old  and  ancient  friend 
Joshua  sent  out  to  spy  the  land  of  Goshen. 
Then,  Sir,  it  was  most  interesting  to  hear  the 
patriarch  of  the  House  rise  up  just  now.  I 
really  thought,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man began  to  speak  about  this  purchase, 
that  he  was  about  to  weep  tears  of  joy  that 
one  of  the  dearest  wishes  of  his  heart  had 
been  realised  by  the  action  of  the  Minister. 
If  so,  that,  I  hope,  will  convince  my  honour- 
able friend  that  there  is  so  much  good  in  the 
Ministry  as  will  induce  him  not  to  desert  the 
fold  and  vote  against  them  to  carry  out  some- 
thing of  far  less  importance.  I  hope  the  action 
of  the  Minister  will  bring  joy  to  his  heart  in 
this  most  important  question  of  land-settle- 
ment. Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  told 
the  Minister  something  else  —  and  this  is  a 
lesson  to  the  (Government  to  show  the  lengths 
to  which  some  of  their  rash  supporters  would 
try  to  lead  them — and  I  would  here  again  ex- 
press the  hope  that  the  Minister  of  Lands  and 
the  Government  generally  will  put  their  foot 
down  against  these  ridiculous  suggestions  made 
from  time  to  time  by  some  of  the  most  rabid 
of  their  supporters;  and,  if  thev  pursue  a 
safe  medium  course,  they  may  lose  two  or 
three  of  those  objectionable  supporters,  but 


they  will  get  men  to  support  them  on  whom 
they  can  place  more  reliance,  and  they  can 
depend  upon  it  that  this  medium  course  will 
give  better  satisfaction  to  the  country.  The 
honourable  gentleman  suggested  that  the  Go- 
vernment might  have  gone  further  and  in- 
dulged in  the  luxury  of  sheep-farming,  and 
then  they  would  have  realised  a  good  profit. 
He  said  they  ought  to  have  introduced  the 
drain-ploQgh  and  ploughed  up  the  land.  Where 
is  this  folly  going  to  cease  ?  When  ar&  we 
going  to  legislate  on  important  matters  with 
some  regard  to  common -sense  and  soimd  judg- 
ment? And  when  are  we  going  to  cease  to 
have  such  nostrums  m  these  inflicted  upon 
us  by  gentlemen  who  parade  their  age  and 
length  of  time  in  this  House,  and  the  lands 
they  have  visited,  so  often  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded?  Then, 
again,  Sir,  we  were  to  have  had  an  indus- 
trial farm  settled  on  this  estate.  I  suppose 
the  best  of  this  land  will  be  worth  £10  to'£15 

Eer  acre.  I  presume  that  is  so,  because  the 
onourable  gentleman  must  get  that  for  the 
block,  if  he  is  to  realise  what  he  expects. 
We  are  told  that  the  Government  should  esta- 
blish an  industrial  farm  in  this  same  block. 
Well,  I  know  nothing  about  farming  myself, 
but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  opposed  to  com- 
mon-sense to  suggest  that  some  of  the  best 
land  on  this  estate  should  be  set  aside  for  an 
experiment  as  an  industrial  farm  —  that  is,  I 
understand,  to  place  men  on  the  ground  who 
know  little  or  nothing  about  fanning.  When 
sure  we  to  be  rid  of  this  stufi — this  foolish  non- 
sense that  we  are  told  of,  and  spoken  to  of,  as 
if  it  were  good  common  -  sense  ?  I  will  make 
a  suggestion  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  so 
as  not  to  be  outdone  entirely  by  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Selwyn.  I  would 
suggest  to  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
that  he  should  build  Salvation  Army  barracks 
there,  and  he  might  also  go  a  little  further  and, 
instead  of  selling  the  mansion,  with  the  five 
thousand  acres  attached,  he  might  go  in  for  a 
lunatic  asylum,  where  some  of  those  extreme 
supporters  of  the  Government  might,  in  time, 
find  a  haven.  The  honourable  member  for 
Chriatchurch  City  (Mr.  Sandford),  in  trying  to 
induce  the  honourable  gentleman  to  recede  from 
the  position  he  assumed  in  connection  with 
this  Bill,  drew  a  picture  of  what  might  occur 
when  another  Minister  of  Lands  sat  in  his 
place.  I  do  not  know  how  soon  a  change  of 
Government  may  take  place,  but  things  change 
very  suddenly  just  now,  though,  perhaps,  their 
termination  of  their  official  life  may  be  further 
of!  than  some  members  of  this  House  may 
think  or  desire.  I  think  the  present  Ministry 
may  last  so  long,  at  any  rate,  as  to  settle  the 
land  on  the  Cheviot  Estate.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  here  for  another  twelve  months 
— if  the  verdict  of  the  country  returns  him 
in  a  majority  when  Parliament  is  again  called 
together — whether  this  will  be  so  I  cannot 
say,  but  I  think  it  will  greatly  depend  on  the 
advice  I  give  to  the  electors  as  to  whether  this 
will  occur  or  not.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
if  he  is  twelve  months  in  office,  he  will,  I 
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take  it,  before  that  time  expires,  have  taken 
steps  to  settle  the  best  part  of  that  estate; 
therefore  no  danger  can  arise  from  the  fear 
of  another  Minister  of  Lands  being  in  office. 
I  say  this  distinctly :  that  if  we  are  to  have  an 
extension  of  the  lease  in  perpetuity,  to  the  ex- 
olnsion  of  the  perpetual  lease  with  a  revalua- 
tion, I  would  sponer  see  every  acre  of  land  yet 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  sold 
for  cash.  I  would  sooner  see  that  to-morrow, 
because  I  again  reiterate  my  entire  and  abso- 
lute approval  of  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inanganua,  that  the 
lease-in-perpetuity  system  is  a  fraud  and  a 
sham ;  and  I  hope  to  live  to  see  the  day,  and 
long  after  the  day,  when  that  principle  will  be 
effaced  from  the  statute-book  of  this  colony.  I 
can  only  say  this— and  it  is  the  only  excuse  I 
can  offer  for  my  honourable  friend,  whom  I 
have  known  so  long,  and  whose  opinions  I  know 
to  be  opposed  to  the  policy  he  has  resorted  to : 
that  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him 
which  he  was  not  able  to  resist.  That  is  his 
only  excuse,  and  it  is  the  real  truth  of  the 
matter.  We  shall  have  another  opportunity 
of  speaking  on  this  Bill,  so  that  I  do  not 
intend  to  detain  the  House  any  longer.  There 
are  several  clauses  here  which  I  will  take 
another  opportunity  of  referring  to.  In  all 
probability,  the  BiU  will  be  slightly  amended 
when  it  goes  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 
I  have  already  told  the  House  that  I  objected 
to  the  purchase  of  this  land.  I  do  not  think, 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Liangahua, 
that  the  Government  have  acted  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  country  over  the  purchase.  I 
do  not  think  it  should  have  been  purchased : 
but,  as  it  is  now  a  fact  that  we  have  the  land, 
we  must  get  rid  of  it,  and  therefore  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  get  rid  of  it  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner,  and  I  shall  give  my 
honourable  friend  my  best  assistance  in  deal- 
ing with  this  measure  in  such  a  way  as  will 
conduce  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
I  trust,  as  I  have  said  before,  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  may  see  his  way,  and  that  a 
majority  of  this  House  may  see  their  way, 
when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee,  to  strike  out 
the  lease  in  perpetuity,  even  if  it  be  at  the 
expense  of  increasing  the  amount  of  land 
that  will  be  sold  for  cash,  and  increasing  the 
amount  of  country  that  will  be  parted  with 
on  perpetual  lease. 

Mr.  G.  H.  MILLS. — The  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  has  given  us  a  fairly  long 
speech,  and  I  must  say  it  is  somewhat  dif- 
ficult to  separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff ; 
but  there  are  a  few  points  which  I  think  it 
may  be  necessary  to  notice.  The  honourable 
member  seems  to  have  mistaken  the  position 
in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  the  Cheviot 
Estate.  He  has  mixed  it  up  with  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act,  and  he  seems  unable  to 
separate  the  two.  He  seems  to  think  that  if 
this  purchase  had  not  been  made  a  very  large 
amount  would  have  been  spent,  probably,  in 
acquiring  Native  lands,  or  other  land  in  some 
other  part  of  the  colony.  But  this  is  a  mis- 
take. There  was  no  alternative,  if  I  under- 
Mr.  Fish 


stand  the  position — no  other  course  to  take- 
than  that  adopted  by  the  Gk>vernment,  who  in 
this  case,  I  unhesitatingly  say,  have  shown 
good  sound  business  capacity  in  purchasing 
the  land  as  they  have  done.  Of  course,  this 
matter  of  finding  land  for  settlement  has  been 
preached  on  almost  every  platform  for  some 
years  past,  and  it  has  been  admitted  that  it 
would  oe  wise  if  possible  to  repurchase  som& 
of  these  large  estates.  There  can  be  no  doubt- 
also  that  the  people  have  been  looking  forward 
earnestly  to  ^e  present  Government  to  move 
in  this  direction.  It  has  also  been  said  by 
the  Opposition  that  anything  in  this  direction 
meant  confiscation. 

Hon.  Membbbs. — ^No. 

Mr.  C.  H.  I4ILLS. — I  am  very  much  pleased 
to  hear  those  who  have  now  spoken  admit 
that,  at  any  rate,  the  first  and  only  purchase 
made  by  the  Government  is  not  one  of  that 
stajnp.  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  seemed  to  treat  very  flippantly  the 
amount  of  money  that  the  Government  could 
save  by  taking  over  this  estate  under  th& 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Act,  illustrat- 
ing it  as  simply  a  small  sum  of  forty-four 
thousand  pennies.  Well,  even  forty-four  thou- 
sand pennies  mean  a  pretty  good  sum  when  we 
have  nothing  in  our  pockets.  But  this  waa 
dealing  with  an  estate  that  had  been  offered  to 
the  Government  on  certain  terms,  and,  if  not 
accepted  then,  there  would  be  a  great  number 
of  persons  in  this  colony,  both  small  and  large 
landowners,  who  might  consider  themselves 
aggrieved.  If  that  machinery  meant  anything 
under  which  the  valuations  were  made,  it  meant 
that  what  is  fair  for  one  is  fair  for  another; 
and  for  any  Government  to  recede  from  such 
a  position,  and  admit  that  their  Assessors  and 
Reviewers  and  their  valuations  were  wrong  to 
the  extent  of  £44,000,  would,  to  my  mind,  be 
absolutely  monstrous,  and  I  say  fearlessly  that 
such  a  Government  would  not  be  fit  to  occupy 
those  benches.  That  is  my  opinion  of  it.  They 
should  treat  the  large  landowners  on  the  same 
basis  as  the  small  owners.  There  should  be 
a  spirit  of  equity  and  fairness.  Another  state- 
ment the  honourable  gentleman  made  was- 
that  the  owners  would  have  sold  this  estate  to 
some  one  else  who  would  have  founded  small 
settlements.  Any  one  can  make  an  assertion 
of  this  kind ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that- 
there  is  much  truth  in  it.  The  probability  is 
that  if  any  one  but  the  Government  had  pur- 
chased this  estate  it  would  have  been  a  large 
syndicate,  who  would  probably  have  bought  en- 
tirely for  their  own  interests,  and  it  would  have 
meant  that  the  small  farmer  would  have  had 
to  pay  a  very  large  sum  before  he  could  get  a 

Eiece  of  it.  There  is  no  doubt  that  he  would 
ave  had  to  pay  twice  as  much  as  if  he  pur- 
chased it  from  the  Government.  Well,  Sir,. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Minister  of  Lands 
has  abandoned  any  principle  in  this  Bill ; 
but  I  think  that  underlying  this  Bill  is  the 
one  great  principle  of  resumption  of  some  of 
the  large  estates  on  fair  and  equitable  terms* 
If  the  Gbvernment  proceed  in  this  way  I  fail 
to  understand  for  one  moment  that  any  per- 
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son  who  holds  a  large  acreage  in  this  colony 
can  at  all  feel  aggrieved.  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  feel  very  much  hurt  because  a  man 
may  own  a  fairly  large  estate,  so  long  as  he 
accepts  the  responsibility  attaching  to  the  land 
and  finds  employment  for  those  who  require 
it.  Well,  I  contend  that  the  Government  in 
taking  over  this  estate  have  shown  great 
wisdom ;  and  I  would  point  out  to  those  who 
now  find  fault  with  this  clause  for  selling  land 
for  cash  that  the  Government  have  not  a  very 
large  sum  at  their  disposal  with  which  to  buy 
estates  of  this  magnitude  here  and  there  all 
over  the  colony;  therefore  they  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  selling  a  portion  of  this 
land  for  cash.  I  know  that  there  are  other 
districts  in  the  colony  where  it  was  expected 
the  Government  might  do  something  of  the 
same  kind.  There  are  the  Wairau  district 
and  the  Nelson  district,  in  which  there  is  very 
valuable  land,  most  suitable  for  settlement,  that 
could  be  purchased,  and  I  hope  to  hear  that 
the  Minister  will  be  able  within  a  reasonable 
period  to  secure  a  portion  of  that,  because  it 
is  well  known  that  it  would  be  acquired  in  the 
interests  of  settlement.  Then,  the  honourable 
member  for  Halswell  found  fault  with  this 
transaction  because  he  said,  Why  take  it  when 
there  is  other  land  for  sale  ?  Well,  this  is  the 
first  large  estate  I  have  known  to  have  been 
placed  in  such  circumstances  under  offer  to 
the  GovemmeJit,  and  there  is  no  other  property 
we  can  compare  with  it,  or  that  is  on  all-fours 
with  this ;  and  therefore  I  contend  that  it  was 
In  the  interests  of  settlement,  seeing  that  the 
Government  were  authorised  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act  to  buy  land  and  do  as  they 
are  doing  now — that  is,  to  deal  with  it  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  general  public.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Ashburton  said  this  was  some- 
thing of  a  **  white  elephant."  All  I  can  say 
is  this :  that  if  it  is  a  white  elephant  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  curly-headed  one.  The  number  of 
people  of  whom  I  have  heard,  and  the  would-be 
settlers  who  have  written  to  me  on  this  subject 
and  spoken  to  me  with  reference  to  this  estate, 
show  me,  at  any  rate,  that  if  they  are  not  able 
to  obtain  a  small  portion  of  it  there  will  be 
weeping  and  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth 
amongst  a  great  number.  Therefore  I  am  posi- 
tive that,  as  far  as  this  land  is  concerned,  we 
shall  have  a  large  number  of  applicants  for  it. 
I  shall  not  detain  the  House  any  longer,  but  I 
shall  do  my  best  to  support  this  Bill  as  it  goes 
through.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  one  of  those 
who  do  not  admire  this  system  of  disposing  of 
a  portion  of  the  land  under  lease  in  perpetuity 
without  some  revaluation  of  the  bare  land 
within  a  reasonable  time.  I  have  always  held 
that  view,  and  do  not  intend  to  stultify  myself 
now.  I  have  held  that  view  from  the  very  first, 
and  think  it  would  be  wise  that  the  colony 
should  insist  on  revisions  at  stated  periods  in 
these  oases. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Sir,  I  will  only  offer  a  few 
remarks  on  this  subject,  and  will  say,  in  the 
first  place,  that  such  a  purchase  was  not  con- 
templated when  the  Land  and  Income  Assess- 
ment Act  was  passed.     The  money  available 
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under  that  Act  was  an  indication  of  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  House  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
such  purchases  might  be  made ;  but,  looking 
at  the  matter  in  a  different  aspect,  the  fact  is 
that  this  estate  was  only  carrymg  a  sheep 
and  a  quarter  to  an  acre,  and,  looking  to  what 
land  is  worth  which  will  carry  that  amount 
of  stock,  it  is  evident  that  the  full  price  has 
been  paid  for  this  land,  and  I  think  the  only 
persons  who  will  be  satisfied  are  the  vendors. 
They  at  least  have  got  a  price  which  they 
could  scarcely  have  expected  to  get  from  a 
private  purchaser.  Again,  if  the  Government 
were  entering  into  the  business  of  land-pur- 
chasers, they  could  have  made  a  better  choice. 
They  could  have  taken  land— of  which  there  is 
plenty — on  the  roads  and  railways  already  con- 
structed ;  whereas,  in  regard  to  this  purchase^ 
they  must  incur  a  large  expenditure  in  open> 
ing  it  up,  and  I  do  not  see  any  prospective 
return  which  will  recoup  the  colony  for  the  cost 
it  will  be  put  to.  The  feature  I  wish  specially 
to  draw  attention  to  is  this :  that  this  land 
was  at  least  yielding  a  large  amount  of  pro- 
duce, which  formed  a  considerable  item  in  the 
exports  of  the  colony,  and  if  the  Government 
had  £260,000  available  it  would  have  been  ad- 
vantageous to  have  used  that  money  in  open- 
ing up  Grown  lands  at  present  unsurveyed,. 
unroaded,  and  unavailable  for  settlement.  It 
would  most  certainly  have  thus  added  largely 
to  the  exports  of  the  colony ;  or,  if  no  Grown 
lands  were  available,  then  it  would  have  been  a 
great  advantage  to  the  country  if  Native  lands 
had  been  opened  up  for  settlement.  Another 
objectionable  feature  of  this  transaction  is  that 
it  is  a  further  instance  of  the  sly  borrowing  for 
which  this  Government  is  so  distinguished. 
This  is  a  non-borrowing  Government,  and  yet 
we  have  this  £260,000,  only  a  small  portion  of 
which  it  is  contemplated  will  be  repaid,  and 
the  balance  is  to  be  added  to  the  permanent 
debt  of  the  colony.  It  is  in  Treasury  bills  now, 
but  presently  it  will  be  converted  into  stocky 
and  by-and-by  it  will  be  put  on  the  London 
money-market  and  added  to  the  permanent 
debt  of  the  colony;  while  the  proceeds  of  the 
land  will  drift  into  the  Land  Fund  of  the 
colony,  and  be  so  expended  as  revenue.  It  is 
only  another  channel  through  which  the  Go- 
vernment are  adding  to  the  permanent  debt  of 
the  colony.  I  shall  not  discuss  the  local  aspect 
of  the  question,  with  which  other  honourable 
members  are  better  acquainted  than  I  am. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— My  honourable  friend  the 
Minister  of  Leuids,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  introduced  it  in  a  very  mode- 
rate and  temperate  speech.  He  seemed  to 
make  the  very  best  of  what  appears,  to  me  at 
any  rate,  a  very  bad  job.  It  appears  from  the 
speeches  delivered  that  theie  is  a  large  ma- 
jority of  members  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  Of 
course  the  measure  itself  is  only  a  matter  of 
detail,  but  I  wish.  Sir,  in  the  few  remarks  I 
have  to  make,  to  enter  my  protest  against 
the  principle  contained  in  this  measure.  The 
honourable  gentleman  told  us  it  woa  legisla- 
tion, in  reality,  of  an  experimental  character; 
and  such,  no  doubt,  it  is.    I  have  not  a  doubt 
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myself  that  if  the  Government  gain  nothing 
else  by  this  transaction  they  will  gain  experi- 
ence.   A  great  deal  has  been  said  not  merely 
in  the  House,  but  in  the  country,  with  regard 
to  this  purchase,  and  as  to  whether  it  will 
turn  out  a  good  bargain.    I  do  not  intend  to 
address  myself  to  that  phase  of  the  question, 
and  for  this  reason :  that  it  is,  to  my  mind, 
relatively  speaking,  an  altogether  unimportant 
question.   The  question  the  colony  has  to  con- 
sider is  this:  Is  the  Qovemment  justified  in 
going  into  land-speculation  ?    Is  there  anything 
to  justify  their  going  into  land  -  speculation  ? 
As  to  the  bargain  itself,  it  seems  to  me  that 
some  honourable   members    have  proved  too 
much.    They  have  endeavoured  to  show  that 
the  Government  have  made  a  most  excellent 
bargain.     For  myself,  I  do  not  think  it  at  all 
likely  that  the  trustees,  if  willing  to  sell  for 
£260,000,  were  practically  willing  to  give  away 
£40,000.    Now,  I  would  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  those 
who  are  supporting  him,  what  the  colony  is 
expected   to  gain   by  an    experiment  of   this 
character.    That  is    really  the  crucial  point 
of  the  question.    First  of  all,  supposing  the 
colony  borrowed  a  million  of  money  at  4  per 
eent.,  and  bought  a  million  pounds'  worth  of 
land.    It  cuts  up  this  property,  it  roads  it,  it 
goes  to  considerable  expense  in  surveying  it 
and  reading  it,  and  it  leases  it  to  farmers  on 
a  5-per-cent.  basis:  is  there  anything  to   be 
gained,  from  a  financial  point  of  view,  on  the 
part  of  the  colony?    Everything  going  at  the 
best,  the  State  could  only  come  out  level.     Sir, 
a  great  many  of  these  farmers  must  go  down— 
or,  at  least,  a  proportion  of  them,  for  I  will  not 
say  a  great  many.    They  will  go  down  in  the 
battle  of  life,  and  their  farms  will  be  unoccu- 
pied.   Again,  let  me  ask  this  question :  Is  the 
volume  of  produce  of  the  country  increased 
thereby  ?   Most  certainly  not.    The  Minister  in 
introducing  this  Bill  made  a  certain  remark 
— that  he  wished  to  attract  there  labour,  and 
capital,  and  experience.    No  doubt  a  great  deal 
of  the  fallacy  of  such  purchases  is  based  on 
the  assumption  that  there  is  no  other  outlet 
for  labour  and  capital  and  experience ;  but  it 
means  merely  displacement.     If  this  labour 
and  capital  and  experience  go  in  one  direction 
they  are  excluded  from  another.    The  quan- 
tity of  labour  and  capital  that  can  flow  into 
land  in  a  year  is  a  distinct  and  definite  quan- 
tity, not  indistinct  and  indefinite.    Again,  I 
would  point  out,  this  cannot  be  relatively  a 
good  purchase,  because  this  land  is  yielding 
as  much  produce  as  it  will  yield,  or  nearly  so, 
while  there  is  a  great  deal  of  land  in  the  North 
Island  which  would  justify  the  Government  in 
purchasing  it  in  the  same  manner  as  they  have 
purchased  this — namely,  with  borrowed  money. 
Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
went  at  very  groat  length  into  the  necessity 
or  advisability  of  the  Crown  retaining  what  it 
purchased.    Well,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
supposing  I  were  to  borrow  £1,000 .and  bought 
a  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  land  with  that 
money,  should  I  be  any  the  poorer  if  I  were  to 
66ll  that  land  again  for  what  I  had  paid  for  it  ? 
Mr.  Bruce 


If  the  honourable  gentleman's  reasoning  was 
good,  then  all  the  land  now  occupied  in  the 
colony  by  persons  anxious  to  make  it  pro- 
ductive is  comparatively  unproductive  to  the 
colony.  By  logical  reasoning  we  must  assume 
that  the  land  is  not  being  used  in  the  best 
possible  manner.  I  have  already  said  that 
so  many  appear  to  be  in  favour  of  this  mea- 
sure that  I  only  wished  to  say  these  few 
words  by  way  of  protest  against  the  Govern- 
ment embarking  in  a  career  of  land -specu- 
lation. This  is  only  the  begmning.  Wo  nave 
heard  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Sandford)  say  it  is  only  the 
beginning.  I  only  hope  it  will  be  such  an 
object-lesson  to  the  Government  that  it  will  be 
at  once  the  beginning  and  the  ending  of  it.  I 
would  much  rather  have  the  pleasure  of  getting 
up  and  supporting  any  measure  introduced  by 
my  honourable  friend  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
but  I  considered  it  my  duty,  'holding  the  view 
I  do,  to  speak  in  protest  in  the  nfanner  I  have 
done. 

Mr.  FISHEE.  — I  have  already  spoken  at 
large  on  this  purchase,  and  I  propose  now  to 
ma^e  a  few  very  brief  remarks  in  answer  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashley,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Sand- 
ford),  and  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn, 
because  I  do  not  wish  the  remarks  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  to  pass  without  protest. 
There  have  been  from  the  first  very  many  mys- 
teries connected  with  this  purchase,  which  to 
the  present  moment  remain  unanswered,  and 
which  will,  I  believe,  remain  unanswered  to 
the  end.  The  logical  position  is  this  :  The  Go- 
vernment announced  to  the  House  that  they 
made  this  purchase  in  order  to  strengthen 
their  finance.  But  no  honourable  member 
has  explained  in  what  way  it  strengthens 
their  finance.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
men whom  I  have  named  said  the  purchase 
was  made  in  order  to  advance  the  Settlement 
of  the  country.  I  should  like  to  ask  anybody 
who  knows  anything  about  the  estate  in  what 
Way  it  is  likely  to  advance  settlement.  But 
first,  as  to  the  purchase, — and  I  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  logical  position, — the 
Government  announced  to  the  country,  and 
they  have  never  ceased  announcing  to  the 
country,  that  they  have  a  surplus  of  £500,000. 
A  gentleman  whom  I  do  not  know,  a  Mr.  Bal- 
linger,  truthfully  announced  at  a  meeting  in 
this  city  not  many  nights  ago  that  that  sur- 
plus is  a  myth.  Had  the  surplus  really  existed 
I  could  understand  this  or  any  Government 
entering  into  such  a  purchase,  having  the  cash 
in  hand  ;  but  what  have  they  done  ?  Paid  this 
enormous  sum  of  £260,000  in  Treasury  bills  to 
a  few  gentlemen  who  have  had  the  good  fortune 
to  rid  themselves  of  a  "  white  elephant."  And 
what  have  they  done  in  regard  to  strengthen- 
ing their  finance  ?  That  £260,000  will  be  added 
to  the  funded  debt  of  the  colony.  The  pur- 
chase is  made  on  the  strength  of  Treasury 
bills,  but  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  the 
amount  will  be  added  to  the  permanent  debt. 
But,  supposing  we  purchased  with  cash  in 
hand,  then  I  approach  the  position  taken  up 
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by  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch 
City  (Mr.  Sandford),  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, for  Ashley,  who  say  that  this  is  the  only 
•wtate  that  could  be  purchased.  This  is  one 
of  the  mysteries  to  which  I  have  referred,  and 
to  which  I  wish  again  to  call  attention.  If 
ihey  desired  the  Qovemment  of  this  colony  to 
enter  upon  such  a  purchase  as  this,  it  ought 
to  have  been  made  through  the  medium  of 
^e  Land-purchase  Commissioners.  We  passed 
last  session  a  Land  for  Settlements  Act.  This 
purchase  was  made  in  December,  1892,  with 
the  full  knowledge  that  the  Land-purchase 
Cfommissioners  would  begin  to  exercise  their 
functions  in  two  or  three  months ;  and,  as  a 
fact,  they  began  their  duties  within  two  months 
•of  this  purchase.  The  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Sandford)  says  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  provide  land  for 
the  settlement  of  the  people.  Then  why  pur- 
chase this  land  ?  If  land  were  required  for  the 
settlement  of  the  people,  why  not  purchase  the 
Wobum  Estate,  in  Hawke*s  Bay,  which  was 
offered  to  the  Government  ?  Why  were  not  the 
other  estates  offered  to  the  Government  pur- 
chased—  estates  where  the  land  is  infinitely 
superior  to  this?  If  land  were  required  for 
the  settlement  of  the  people  they  could  have 
bought  land  all  over  the  cclony  infinitely 
«aperior  in  quality  to  this.  If  the  honourable 
member  for  Avon  were  now  in  the  House,  he 
would  have  been  able  to  inform  us  that,  of 
the  84,000  acres  comprising  the  Cheviot  Estate, 
not  more  than  20,000  acres  is  fit  for  settle- 
ment; and  what  is  the  Government  going  to 
do  with  the  remaining  64,000  ?  It  will  have  to 
be  leased  back  to  the  squatters— back  to  those 
people  from  whom  it  was  purchased  with  the 
money  of  the  colony.  But  I  have  referred  to 
Wobum,  and  to  other  similar  estates  that  could 
have  been  purchased  by  the  Government. 
THiat  I  take  to  be  the  least  important  argu- 
ment to  put  before  the  people  in  this  colony. 
I  say  that  the  Government,  with  £260,000  in 
tiieir  hands,  could  have  purchased  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  available  Native  land  in  the 
North  Island.  Sir,  is  it  to  be  said  that  these 
84,000  acres  of  land,  20,000  only  of  which  are 
suitable  for  settlement,  would  have  provided 
settlement  for  the  thousands  of  people  that 
the  large  area  of  Native  land  in  the  North 
would  have  afforded  settlement  for?  I  put 
the  matter  upon  this  logical  ground,  and  upon 
this  logical  ground  the  purchase  of  the  Cheviot 
JBstate  is  indefensible.  Sir,  it  is  all  very  well 
for  those  honourable  gentlemen  to  say — and 
we  have  their  bare  statement  for  it — that  this 
porchase  will  ultimately  yield  to  the  colony 
4  per  cent,  on  its  cost.  There  is  no  gain  to  the 
colony  in  that.  The  money  costs  the  colony 
4  per  cent.;  and  if  we  only  receive  a  4-per- 
cent, return,  where  is  the  gain  to  the  colony  ? 
We  have  lost  £3,000  payable  to  the  revenue  of 
the  colony  by  the  gentlemen  who  owned  the 
estate.  What  is  the  effect?  I  need  not  go 
into  it  ftirther ;  I  say  the  Cheviot  Estate  will 
never  yield  4  per  cent,  so  long  as  it  remains  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government.  It  has  been 
azged  that  this  is  a  defence  of  the  Government 


for  having  made  the  purchase,  but  I  say  that 
the  estate,  with  the  exception  of  this  20,000 
acres  of  the  land,  is  totally  unfit  for  settlement 
— for  settlement  of  a  character  that  they  have 
led  the  country  to  believe  it  was  to  the  interest 
of  the  country  to  acquire.  I  have  nothing  fur- 
ther to  say,  as  the  Bill  is  to  go  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee ;  but  the  money  of  the 
country  has  been  spent,  and  it  remains  for  the 
representatives  of  the  people  to  make  the  best 
of  the  purchase. 

Mr.  HABKNESS.— Sir,  as  the  debate  has 
been  a  prolonged  one,  I  offer  no  apology  for 
making  a  few  remarks  upon  the  Bill  under 
discussion.  Speaking  personally,  I  have  little 
fault  to  find  with  the  measure  as  introduced 
by  the  Minister  of  Lands.  I  regard  it  as  a 
businesslike  proposal  for  the  settlement  of  this 
estate,  and  one  that  should  receive  the  sanction 
of  this  House,  and  I  believe  that  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  colony's  finance  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  Minister  should  dispose  of 
the  land  in  the  way  he  proposes  in  this  BiU. 
I  believe  honourable  members — and  there  are 
many  of  them  on  this  side — would  like  to  see 
the  Crown  lands  of  this  colony  disposed  of 
under  perpetual  lease.  I  am  a  firm  believer 
in  the  perpetual-lease  system;  at  the  same 
time,  I  recognise  that,  when  a  largo  estate  of 
this  chaoracter  is  purchased  at  a  very  high  price, 
it  is  imperative  that  there  should  be  some 
speedy  return  for  the  money  expended  in  the 
purchasing  of  that  estate.  It  is  quite  right 
of  the  Minister  to  dispose  of  one-third  of  that 
estate  for  cash,  and  there  is  every  probability, 
looking  at  it  as  a  business  transaction,  it  will 
be  in  the  best  interests  of  the  colony.  I  do 
not  want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in 
discussing  the  Bill,  but  to  review  briefly  the 
action  of  Government  intriguing,  which  I  fear 
will"  result  disastrously  to  the  colony.  The 
Minister  of  Lands,  in  introducing  this  Bill 
to-day,  stated  that  the  Government  purchased 
this  estate  to  strengthen  and  protect  their 
finance.  That  was  a  perfectly  legitimate  object 
for  the  Minister  of  Lands  and  for  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  to  consider  if  they  treated  for  the 
purchase  for  the  sole  purpose  of  protecting 
their  finance.  It  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
Government,  if  that  was  the  case,  to  have  sold 
it  in  one  lot  for  cash,  or  to  have  cut  it  up  and 
to  have  then  disposed  of  it  to  recoup  themselves 
the  amount  that  they  paid  for  it  out  of  the 
Treasury.  But  we  find  that  the  Government 
did  not  adopt  that  course,  and  for  the  following 
reason :  Before  they  purchased  this  estate  they 
had  reports  from  several  gentlemen,  one  of 
whom  was  Mr.  Marchant,  Crown  Lands  Com- 
missioner in  Canterbury.  His  opinion  was 
asked  in  reference  to  this  matter.  It  is  in 
this  correspondence,  and  is  available  to  all 
members  interested  in  the  facts  pertaining  to 
the  purchase.  He  writes  as  follows  in  his  re- 
port, dated  the  3l8t  October,  1892  :  — 

**  It  is  very  questionable  whether  the  depart- 
ment could  expect  to  quit  the  estate  as  a 
whole,  or  even  if  subdivided  into  several  large 
blocks,  without  considerable  risk  and  after 
much  delay.     It  is  needless  to  enlarge  upon 
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the  self-evident  difficulties,  dangers,  and  draw- 
backs which  would  beset  the  department  in 
carrying  out  so  novel  and  large  an  under- 
taking. Under  such  circumstances  I  could 
not  advise  that  the  estate  bo  taken  over." 

Evidently,  Mr.  Marchant  was  fully  conver- 
sant with  the  matter,  and  would  not  advise 
the  Board  to  purchase  this  estate.  What  fol- 
lowed ?  The  Government  thought,  Here  is  a 
splendid  opportunity  of  putting  before  the 
country  our  policy  of  bursting  up  the  large 
estates.  It  seems  that  the  Government  were 
not  satisfied  with  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Marchant, 
and  they  sent  it  back  to  him  with  a  request  to 
"  cook  "  a  report  for  them. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— No. 

Mr.  HARKNESS.—That  is  the  fact ;  and  I 
-  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  read 
the  correspondence,  which  has  escaped  the  at- 
tention of  honourable  members.  This  is  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Grombie,  dated  the  18th  Decem- 
ber, 1892:— 

**I  learn  that  the  Premier  considers  your 
report  hostile  to  the  assessment  of  the  Cheviot 
Hills  Estate,  and  that  valuation  should  be 
reduced.  Please  telegrapli  to  mo,  stating 
whether  this  is  the  correct  interpretation  of 
your  report.  You  appear  to  me  to  have  made 
your  report  somewhat  ambiguous  by  the  sen- 
tence on  the  sixth  page,  commencing,  *It  is, 
however,  questionable,'  and,  *  It  is  needless  to 
enlarge  upon  self-evident  difficulties,'  &c.  You 
seem  \inder  the  belief  that  the  property,  if 
taken  over,  would  be  taken  over  by  the  Land- 
tax  Department,  and  sold  by  it." 

Mr.  Marchant  replied  as  follows : — 

'*  24th  November,  1892. 

"It  seems  to  me  that  I  could  not  have  given 
my  opinion  plainer.  What  I  intended  to  convey 
was  that,  having  already  given  as  plainly  as  I 
could  my  opinion  on  assumption  that  you  would 
require  promptly  to  realise  the  cost  price,  I  could 
not  give  a  further  opinion  on  the  question  until 
you  stated  clearly  terms  and  consideration  of 
sale,  which  you  said  would  be  fixed  by  Order  in 
Council. 

"  To  sum  up,  I  claim  that  my  report  plainly 
deprecates  your  taking  the  estate  in  expecta- 
tion of  finding  a  cash  purchaser  or  purchasers, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  that  I  advocated  the 
acquisition  on  certain  definite  lines  set  forth  on 
page  6 ;  and  I  venture  to  think  my  views  are 
correct." 

So  we  see  Mr.  Marchant  clearly  states  that 
it  is  impossible  to  find  a  cash  purchaser  for  the 
whole  of  the  estate :  yet  the  Minister  of  Lands 
told  us  today  when  introducing  this  Bill  that 
it  was  possible  for  him  to  have  sold  the  free- 
hold of  this  estate  at  practically  an  advance. 
If  an  offer  of  £50,000  could  have  been  got,  over 
and  above  the  £262,000  paid  for  the  property, 
it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Government  to 
have  taken  that,  and  thus  have  really  shown 
that  their  motive  was  to  protect  the  revenue. 
Had  it  been  sold  by  the  Land-tax  Depart- 
ment, the  better  course  would  have  been  for 
the  Government  to  have  retained  as  much  for 
settlement  purposes  as  they  required,  and 
to  have  allowed  the  balance  to  be  sold.  That 
Mr.  Harkne&s 


was  not,  however,  the  policy  of  the  Qovem- 
ment.  Their  policy  was  indicated  by  the 
Minister  of  Education  when  speaking  at  Nel- 
son. He  was  referring  to  the  Cheviot  Estate, 
and  regarding  the  purchase  he  said,  "  It  was  a 
sign  of  the  times,  and  the  beginning  of  a  process 
that  was  going  to  break  up  the  big  estates.'* 
Sir,  the  Government  came  in  on  a  burs  ting-up 
policy.  They  were  bound  to  take  this  property. 
They  had  attempted  nothing  in  this  direction  sa 
far ;  but  under  the  land-tax,  with  a  view  to  de- 
claring to  the  whole  colony  that  they  intended 
to  burst  up  the  largo  estates,  they  took  this  at 
the  valuation  of  the  persons  who  owned  the 
property.  If  the  statement  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands  is  correct,  that  the  Government  bought 
this  property  to  protect  their  finances,  then  the 
statement  of  the  Minister  of  Education  is 
wrong.  If  the  statement  made  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education  is  correct,  then  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  to-day  ia 
wrong.  Let  the  House  and  the  country  de- 
cide which  of  those  two  statements  is  right. 
Coming  now  to  the  estate,  we  find  that  the 
property  had  been  purchased  for  £262,000,  at 
the  rate  of  £3  2s.  per  acre,  which  is  a  loss  to  the 
colony  per  annum  of  something  like  £10,500  in 
interest  alone;  and  there  was  a  further  loss 
of  £3,000  to  the  land-tax  of  the  colony,  making 
a  total  loss  of  £18,500.  Against  that  we  have 
an  amount  of  £8,800  for  rent.  On  the  amount 
of  £262,000  we  may  get  an  income-tax  of  £500. 
It  is  stated  that  the  Government  have  got  the 
money  now,  and  it  is  taxable.  Supposing  the 
money  still  to  be  in  the  colony,  it  is  removable : 
land  is  not.  Wo  must  bear  this  fact  in  mind  : 
that  money  is  a  vanishing  quantity,  and  may 
be  here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow.  I  say, 
looking  at  all  these  facts,  we  make  a  loss  of 
£4,200.  Then,  there  are  large  tracts  of  this 
estate  where  the  land  is  light,  and  it  will 
not  pay  any  single  individual  to  take  it  up  in 
small-sized  blocks  as  described  in  the  plan» 
and  I  doubt  very  much  whether,  if  cut  up  as 
indicated,  purchasers  vnll  be  able  to  make  a 
living  out  of  it.  Whatever  the  predictions 
have  been  as  to  the  capabilities  of  the  pro- 
perty, the  land  is  clearly  not  what  it  has  been 
represented  to  be  by  several  honourable  mem- 
bers. Sir,  we  have  been  told  by  previous 
speakers  that  it  is  a  splendid  grain -growing 
country.  Now,  what  is  the  report  of  Mr. 
McMillan?    He  writes  as  follows : — 

**  The  roads  will  be  costly  to  make,  and 
will  not  carry  winter  traffic  unless  thoroughly 
drained,  formed,  and  metalled,  and  in  many 
places  there  will  be  difficulty  in  getting  shingle,, 
and  long  distances  to  cart  it.  Though  the  land 
is  of  excellent  quality,  these  drawbacks  that  I 
have  pointed  out  keep  the  value  down  ;  and  I 
think,  with  the  present  low  price  of  grain,  and 
the  difficulty  of  getting  it  to  market,  it  would 
pay  better  to  grow  turnips,  rape,  Cape  barley^ 
&c..  to  be  fed  off  the  ground  with  sheep,  and 
thereby  confine  the  produce  principally  to  wool 
and  mutton." 

This  land  is  not  capable  at  the  present  time 
of  producing  grain,  and  therefore  is  not  suitable 
for  close  settlement.    Another  great  difficulty^ 
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"which  has  been  referred  to,  is  the  distance  this 
land  is  from  the  market:  it  is  twenty -eight 
miles  by  road  from  the  nearest  railway-station, 
and  it  is  something  like  fifteen  or  eighteen 
miles  from  the  Hurunui  to  the  Waiau  Biver, 
"where  the  best  land  is.  Then,  it  is  forty  or  fifty 
miles  by  rail  to  Christchurch.  These  distances 
must  be  taken  into  accomit  as  factors  in  con- 
sidering the  production  of  grain,  especially  in 
-view  of  the  low  prices  now  mling.  Another 
important  reason  that  the  land  is  not  suitable 
for  close  settlement  Mr.  Marchant  states  in 
his  report  as  follows  :— 

"  The  most  serious  drawback  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  settlement,  except  the  isolation 
of  the  estate,  is  the  absence  of  local  building- 
timber,  firewood,  or  coal.  The  patches  of  bush 
and  scrub  on  the  estate  are,  as  a  rule,  very  in- 
accessible ;  the  bulk  of  it  is  in  the  north-eastern 
comer,  or  across  the  Waiau.  Driftwood  can 
be  procured  on  the  beach  at  Gore  Bay,  and  in 
the  Hurunui  and  Waiau  river-beds.  No  doubt 
the  wants  of  settlers  would  soon  be  satisfied  by 
private  enterprise." 

Now,  imagine  placing  a  large  number  of 
settlers  on  land  like  that — wanting  timber  and 
fuel,  and  having  to  depend  entirely  on  drift- 
wood !  I  have  only  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
the  sum  of  £260,000  spent  on  the  purchase  of 
Cheviot  would  have  been  infinitely  better  ex- 
pended, in  the  first  place,  in  purchasing  the 
unoccupied  land  in  the  North  Island ;  and,  in 
the  next  place,  it  would  have  been  spent  to 
greater  advantage  in  opening  up  Grown  land. 
I  believe  the  time  will  come  when  large  estates 
will  have  to  give  way  to  close  settlement,  but 
that  time  has  not  yet  arrived.  We  have  now 
so  much  waste  lands  in  the  colony ;  and,  then, 
extensive  areas  of  Native  land  require  to  be 
occupied.  The  energies  of  every  Government 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  settlement  of  the 
waste  lands.  I  desire  to  impress  this  fact  upon 
the  House :  that,  on  the  representation  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  the  cost  of  bridging,  reading, 
And  surveying  will  be  £50,000.  That  means 
that  it  will  be  about  £1  an  acre— about  £60,000 
or  £70,000 — for  the  former  sum  is  an  under- 
estimate. It  is  well  knovni  that  the  first  mile 
•of  the  main  road  is  to  cost  £3,000,  and  that 
the  succeeding  few  miles  will  cost  £2,000  a 
mile.  If  it  is  true  that  part  of  the  road  is  to 
oost  £8,000  a  mile,  it  naturally  follows  that  the 
land  is  broken,  and  cannot  be  of  the  quality  it 
has  been  represented  to  be  by  many  members. 
The  land  must  be  exceedingly  broken  to  cost 
as  much  as  that.  The  Government  are  going 
to  spend  within  twelve  months  or  two  years 
upon  this  estate  what  they  have  not  spent  in 
roads  and  bridges  during  the  past  three  years 
in  the  whole  of  the  North  Island.  That  is  a 
statement  which  cannot  be  contradicted. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS.— What  do  they  want 
bridges  for,  if  there  is  no  water  ? 

Mr.  HABENESS.->The  House  has  been  told 
hj  the  Minister  of  Lands  that  a  considerable 
sum  will  have  to  be  spent  on  the  Hurunui 
Bridge.  As  the  Bill  is  going  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  I  shall  refrain  from  saying 


more  at  present,  as  another  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  measure  will  be  afforded.  . 

Mr.  JOYCE.— I  think  the  Government  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  having  purchased  this 
estate:  indeed,  they  were  forced  to  make  the 
purchase.  But  the  Bill  which  has  been  brought 
down  by  the  Government  for  the  disposal  of 
this  estate  is  a  great  disappointment  to  me. 
Under  clause  5  I  find  that  one-third  of  the  land 
is  to  be  sold  for  cash.  Is  that  the  valuable 
portion,  or  the  second-rate  land  ?  According  to 
a  plan  of  the  estate  which  has  been  distributed 
to  honourable  members  this  afternoon,  I  find 
that  31,041  acres  are  to  be  opened  for  selection 
in  October  next.  Is  that  land  to  be  sold  for 
cash? — because  under  this  Bill  it  may  be; 
and,  if  so,  what  is  to  become  of  those  hundreds 
of  people  in  Canterbury  who  have  been  waiting 
for  twelve  months,  or  nearly  so,  for  land  at 
Cheviot?  I  know  what  most  of  my  electors 
will  say  to  me  when  I  go  back.  They  will  say, 
**  Why,  what  a  Government  you  have  I  We 
thought  it  was  a  Liberal  Government."  The 
Government  brought  in  a  Bill  last  year  for  the 
purchase  of  estates  for  settlement  purposes : 
£50,000  a  year  was  to  be  set  aside  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  to  be  settled  upon  under  per- 
petual lease ;  but  here  I  find  in  this  Bill  the 
best  of  the  land  in  all  probability  will  be  sold 
for  cash.  In  looking  up  the  financial  debate, 
I  find  that  the  net  proceeds  of  revenue  over  ex- 
penditure are  £346,711,  and  that  sum  with  the 
amount  brought  over  from  the  previous  year 
will  make  over  half  a  million ;  and  yet  under 
this  Bill,  without  any  explanation  which  I 
deem  sufficient,  of  this  estate — ^which  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  purchased  first  to  main- 
tain the  revenue  of  the  colony,  and  afterwards 
for  settlement  purposes — I  find  that  one-third 
of  the  land  is  to  be  sold.  For  what  reason  ?  Is 
the  Government  in  want  of  funds?  That  is 
what  I  hope  the  Minister  will  explain.  The 
Minister  will,  I  trust,  take  these  remarks  kindly, 
because  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading,  in  the  hope  that  when  the  Bill  comes 
back  from  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  I  shall 
find  considerable  alterations  made  in  it ;  other- 
wise I  shall  have  to  vote  against  some  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  I  do  not  want  it  to  be 
said  to  me  when  I  go  back  that  the  Cheviot 
Estate,  so  far  as  Canterbury  is  concerned,  is  a 
'*  white  elephant,"  and  a  snare  and  a  delusion 
to  would-be  settlers.  The  Minister  knows  that 
large  public  meetings  have  been  held  in  Can- 
terbury during  the  past  six  or  seven  weeks, 
protesting  against  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  soiling  any  of  this  land.  In  the  face 
of  the  Treasurer's  Budget,  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  and  in  which  it  is  stated  that  we  have 
half  a  million  surplus,  why  does  the  Minister 
suggest  that  any  of  this  land  should  be  sold? 
I  believe  it  is  not  the  Minister's  desire  that 
any  part  of  this  land  should  be  sold.  Possibly 
some  influence  has  been  at  work,  compelling 
him  to  resort  to  the  procedure  contained  in 
this  Bill.  At  any  rate  it  is  a  serious  matter  so 
far  as  Canterbury  is  concerned,  because  hun- 
dreds of  families  have  been  waiting  anxiously 
to  go  upon  the  land.    So  much  of  the  land  is 
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to  be  leased.  Is  the  bad  laod  to  be  set  apart 
for  leasing,  and  given  to  these  people  who  have 
been  wanting  to  settle  there,  and  the  best  land 
to  be  sold  so  as  to  get  back  as  much  money 
as  possible?  These  questions  trouble  me.  If 
the  first  object  which  the  Government  have  in 
view,  in  connection  with  this  land,  is  to  see 
how  much  money  they  can  realise,  the  whole 
thing  is  a  snare  and  a  delusion  as  far  as  settle- 
ment is  concerned.  I  hope  the  Minister  will 
consider  this  matter,  and  that  when  the  Bill 
goes  into  Committee  we  shall  have  some  altera- 
tions made  in  the  direction  I  have  suggested. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  think  I  shall  have 
to  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  Minister  in  con- 
nection with  this  Bill.  I  am  going  to  support 
the  Bill  as  brought  down  by  the  Minister  of 
Lands.  I  consider  he  intends  to  dispose  of 
this  property  in  a  way  that  at  any  rate  will 
entail  no  money  being  lost  to  the  colony,  and 
I  for  one  will  not  be  a  party  to  the  introduction, 
into  this  measure  of  provisions  for  any  fancy 
systems  of  settlement  which  may  be  pro- 
posed in  this  House  in  order  to  cripple  the 
hands  of  the  Minister  in  the  proper  disposal  of 
this  estate.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken  will  no  doubt  be  replied  to  by 
the  Minister,  and  it  is  not  my  intention  to- 
night to  go  into  the  policy  of  the  purchase  of 
the  estate.  Gi^at  has  been  pretty  fully  done 
already.  I  merely  rose  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
gratulating the  Minister  on,  at  any  rate,  en- 
deavouring to  settle  this  property  and  dispose 
of  it  in  such  a  manner  that  the  country  will 
not  suffer  any  loss  thereby. 

Mr.  BUOKLAND.— It  seems  to  me,  from  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa, 
that  there  is  an  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  Canterbury  people  to  get  this  land  for 
nothing,  and  a  number  of  them  appear  to 
have  been  waiting  for  some  time  to  accomplish 
this  purpose.  Surely  we  have  not  arrived  at 
that  stage,  even  if  we  have  a  surplus,  when 
we  can  accommodate  the  people  of  Canter- 
bury in  that  way.  Notwithstanding  the  esti- 
mated surplus,  I  would  remind  the  honourable 
member  for  Akaroa  and  other  honourable 
members  that  the  supplementary  estimates 
have  yet  to  come,  and  that  £250,000  at  the 
very  least  goes  to  public  works.  The  surplus 
itself  was  reduced  down  to  £380,000  by  Minis- 
ters themselves,  and  probably  it  will  be  a  great 
deal  less  than  that.  The  honourable  member 
has  been  following  the  Government,  and  he 
has  really  not  been  attending  to  the  business 
of  the  House.  Because  a  few  people  have  been 
quarrelling  down  there  over  this  bone,  and 
because  a  public  meeting  passed  a  resolution, 
which  was  telegraphed  to  him,  protesting 
against  the  land  being  sold  for  cash— which 
meant  that  these  people  would  be  asked  to  pay 
for  this  land — therefore  he  goes  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  implores  them  not  tb  do  what  they 
propose:  in  fact,  the  desire  is  that  these 
people  should  get  the  land  for  nothing.  Sir, 
what  is  the  rest  of  the  colony  to  do  ?  What 
is  the  unfortunate  North  to  do,  that  has  had 
no  money  spent  on  it  for  the  opening-up  of  its 
lands  ?  I  hope  the  Minister  will  not  give  way 
Mr,  Joyce 


in  this  matter.  I  hope  he  will  stand  firm,  i 
think,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  that  this 
land  has  not  been  badly  provided  for  at  all» 
when  we  find  that  £50,000  is  to  be  spent  in  open- 
ing up  roads  upon  it.  It  is  a  pity  that  money 
is  not  to  be  spent  in  an  entirely  different 
direction,  and  in  an  entirely  different  way.  I 
am  not  going  to  say  one  word  as  to  whether 
the  Minister  did  right  in  buying  the  estate.  I 
am  glad  the  property  has  been  acquired ;  but  I 
say  this  to  the  Minister :  It  is  an  experiment. 
It  is  an  experiment  that  will  succeed  if  mem- 
bers like  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa 
are  jiot  allowed  to  interfere  in  the  matter — ^if 
the  Government  does  not  take  notice  of  theio, 
and  if  the  Minister — and  in  this  way  alone  it 
will  BQooeed  —  manages  it  in  a  businesslike 
manner.  In  that  case  he  and  the  colony 
will  find  it  will  succeed.  But  if  he  allows 
denominations  from  the  different  towns,  or 
large  public  meetings,  to  instruct  him  what  is 
to  be  done  with  it,  he  will  find  that  it  wiir 
lead  to  nothing  but  trouble,  and  the  colony 
will  find  that  it  will  be  the  last  block  of 
land  that  will  be  bought  by  the  Government 
for  many  years.  I  should  like  to  see  this- 
experiment  become  a  success,  but  I  do  not  see 
how  it  is  to  become  a  snccess  if  we  listen  to* 
one  part  of  the  colony — Canterbury — which  is 
crying  out  to  have  all  the  money  spent  upon  it, 
and  growling  because  we  are  not  spending  this- 
£260,000  for  their  special  benefit,  and  because 
the  other  £50,000  Is  not  to  be  spent  in  Canter- 
bury too.  What  for  ?  So  that  the  people  there^ 
may  get  this  land  for  nothing.  Their  whole 
trouble  is  to  get  the  land  for  nothing.  I  do 
hope  the  Minister,  in  cutting  up  this  block, 
will  see  that  suitable  people  get  it,  or  will  see 
that  it  is  sold  in  suitable  blocks — that  he  will 
look  after  the  financial  part  of  the  affair  and 
make  it  a  financial  success,  notwithstanding 
ten  thousand  meetings,  and  despite  all  such 
members  as  the  honourable  member  for  Aka- 
roa. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— I  desire  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks upon  the  policy  of  the  Government  in 
this  matter,  and  I  regret  to  be  compelled  ta 
tell  the  Minister  of  Lands  —  who  appears  to 
lake  a  delight  in  interrupting  me — and  other 
honourable  members  that,  whether  we  get  into 
Supply  upon  the  estimates  this  evening  or  not, 
I  shall  have  my  "  say  "  on  this  question. 

Hon.  Members. — Oh,  oh  I 

^Ir.  McGUIRE.— Sir,  the  more  interruptions- 
I  receive  the  longer  I  shall  speak,  although  I 
had  only  intended  to  say  a  few  words.  I 
wish  I  could  congratulate  the  Government  on 
having  acquired  this  estate.  Nothing  would 
have  given  me  more  pleasure.  Possibly  it  is 
in  the  best  interest  of  the  country.  We  have- 
spent  £260,000  in  the  purchase  of  this  land — 
land  which  was  paying  rates  and  taxes.  Again,, 
this  land  was  carrying  as  much  as  it  ever  will 
carry  to  the  acre. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— No. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— The  honourable  gentleman 
says  **  No  '* ;  but  that  honourable  gentleman 
wants  the  Government  to  plough  it,  and  to 
drain  it,  and  to  put  sheep  on  it,  and  to  go  iik 
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for  all  kinds  of  ezperimojits.  I  had  a  better 
opinioii  of  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn. 
I  always  looked  upon  him  as  a  practioal  man, 
possessed  of  good  common-sense ;  but  I  have 
now  discovered  that  I  was  labouring  under  a 
delusion  with  respect  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  is  prepared  to  go  into  all  kinds  of 
fads.  I  will  pass  the  honourable  gentleman. 
Sir,  in  my  opinion,  this  £260,000  has  not  been 
profitably  spent.  Here  was  a  property  con- 
tributing a  large  share  of  taxation,  adding  to 
the  bulk  of  our  exports,  and  yielding  a  certain 
amount  to  our  revenue ;  and,  seeing  that  there 
were  elsewhere  in  the  colony  millions  of  acres 
of  land  that  are  yielding  nothing  in  the  form 
of  taxation, — contributing  nothing  to  our  ex- 
ports, and  producing  no  revenue, — I  say  the 
Government  were  wrong  altogether  in  purchas- 
ing this  estate,  and  they  will  find  that  out  for 
themselves;  but  in  the  meantime  a  great 
wrong  will  have  been  done  to  the  colony,  and 
any  loss  made  will  have  to  be  borne  by  the 
people,  who  are  already  the  most  heavily  taxed 
people  in  the  world,  in  many  cases  from  blun- 
ders made  by  past  Administrations.  Then, 
again,  we  see  that  £50,000  is  estimated  to  be 
expended  in  opening  up  the  estate  by  roads 
and  other  things ;  and  when  I  look  at  clause  18 
of  the  Bill  I  find  that  the  Minister  is  going  in 
for  systematic  road-making  and  bridging,  and 
so  forth.  Now,  why  does  not  the  honourable 
gentleman  do  that  with  the  special  settlers  in 
this  Island,  who  have  neither  ingress  nor  egress 
from  their  holdings,  who  are  placed  in  the 
wilderness  and  are  not  able  to  get  supplies  to 
their  places  ?  But  here,  in  this  favoured  Dis- 
trict of  Canterbury,  every  provision  is  made. 
Clause  18  says,— 

"  The  Minister  may  from  time  to  time  lay 
oft,  construct,  and  maintain  all  such,  public 
roads,  streets,  bridges,  culverts,  drains,  fences, 
and  other  works  as  may  be  necessary  to  afford 
access  to  the  Cheviot  Estate  or  any  part 
thereof." 

Why  is  this  estate  to  bo  treated  in  this 
exceptional  manner,  when  other  parts  of  New 
Zealand  are  left  in  a  state  of  nature?  No 
doubt  the  Government  will  be  able  to  give  an 
answer.  I  trust  it  will  be  a  satisfactory  one. 
Ijarge  sums  of  money  are  to  be  expended  on 
this  estate.  We  have  in  my  part  of  the  coun- 
try a  large  number  of  settlers  —  some  of  them 
from  Canterbury  —  many  times  more  numeri- 
cudly  than  the  Minister  can  put  on  the  Cheviot 
Estate,  and  yet  these  northern  settlers  can 
gel  no  consideration.  The  other  day  a  depu- 
tation pointed  out  to  the  Minister  the  unfor- 
tunate state  of  the  district  in  question,  and 
mentioned  that  some  of  the  speciiJ  settlers 
were  leaving  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
roads;  and  what  did  the  Minister  do?  He 
■imply  aoted  in  the  most  unbecoming  manner, 
when  he  was  told  that  some  of  the  special 
settlers  were  leaving,  and  others  about  to  leave, 
and  that  the  settlements  were  only  paper  settle- 
ments ;  and  the  reason  was,  that  they  had  no 
opportunity  afforded  them  for  going  on  the 
limd.  Surely  that  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the 
eonntiy. 


Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— Yon  mean,  it  is  not  in 
your  Interest  ?> 

Mr.  MoGUIBE.— The  honourable  gentleman 
says  it  is  not  in  my  interest.  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  it  is  only  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  whom  I  represent  that  I  speak,  and  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  colony.  Were  the 
honourable  gentleman  carrying  out  what  I  be- 
lieve he  ought  to  do  in  the  way  of  furthering 
settlement,  he  would  pay  more  attention  to  the 
making  of  roads  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
people  to  get  upon  the  land,  and  I  believe  he 
would  thus  be  doing  far  more  good  for  the 
colony  than  he  can  achieve  by  purchasing  large 
estates  like  the  Cheviot.  This  is  my  opinion. 
I  am  surely  entitled  to  give  my  opinion,  and 
it  should  not  have  the  effect  of  irritating  the 
Minister.  Whether  it  has  that  effect  or  not,  I 
will  not  hesitate  to  state  what  I  believe  to  be 
the  truth  in  order  to  pander  to  any  person, 
not  even  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  Personally 
I  should  be  pleased  to  be  able  to  agree  with 
the  Minister  of  Lands  And  I  would  further 
add,  for  the  information  of  this  House  and 
of  the  Government,  that  all  these  settle- 
ments will  fail  unless  something  is  done  for 
their  permanent  good  in  the  shape  of  roads 
and  bridges.  Now,  with  respect  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  land,  the  House  will  see  that 
under  the  Native  Land  Purchases  Act  £50,000 
was  to  be  expended  annually  on  the  purchase 
of  Native  land.  Now,  how  much  do  honour- 
able gentlemen  think  has  been  expended? — 
About  one-third  of  that  amount.  I  will,  how- 
ever, refrain  from  saying  any  more  on  this 
subject  at  present, — ^although  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant question, — trusting  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  see  their  way  to  give  relief  in  the 
direction  indicated  to  the  bond  fide  settlers. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— £20,000. 

Mr.  McGUIBE.— There  has  not  been  £20,000 
in  cash  paid,  as  ccm  be  seen  by  turning  to 
"  The  Land  Purchases  Act,  1892,"  Account  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  March,  1893.  Pur- 
chase of  Native  lands:  By  cash,  £11,875  28. 
lOd.;  by  debentures,  £7,700:  total,  £19,676 
28.  lOd.  This  is  the  correct  amount,  if  we 
are  to  believe  the  Budget.  Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  interrupted  me  dispute  these 
figures?  And  the  price  given  has  oeen  from 
2s.  to  3s.  8d.  per  acre,  with  the  exception  of 
8  acres  1  rood  13  perches  which  cost  10s.  per 
acre.  I  again  ask  the  House,  would  it  not  be 
in  the  true  interest  of  the  country  to  purchase 
Native  land  at  the  price  stated?  Yet  no 
attempt  is  made  to  acquire  it.  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  one  hundred  acres  of  it  will  cany 
as  large  a  family  as  will  one  hundred  acres  of 
the  Cheviot  Estate.  And  then,  again,  there 
is  £50,000  to  be  spent  on  the  acquisition  of 
estates  near  the  towns  in  the  North  Island 
and  South  Island.  How  much  of  that  land 
has  been  acquired  ?  I  think  about  one  thou- 
sand acres  altogether  have  been  purchased 
in  that  direction,  while  at  the  same  time 
we  have  spent  £260,000  on  the  acquisition  of 
this  Cheviot  Estate.  I  assure  you.  Sir,  thai 
when  I  speak  about  the  urgent  neceasity  for 
roads   and   bridges   in   the   North   Island   I 
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speak  in  the  true  interests  of  the  people  of  this 
colony. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  mean  that  you 
are  speaking  in  your  own  interest. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— That  may  be  your  opinion, 
and  it  is  not  a  charitable  one.  Such  opinions 
generally  arise  from  a  corrupt  heart :  and  you 
will  find  that  it  is  not  my  opinion  alone  out 
the  opinion  of  the  struggling  settlers,  whose  suf- 
ferings make  my  heart  bleed.  I  can  tell  you 
that  there  is  great  dissatisfaction  in  every  di- 
rection in  consequence  of  the  way  in  which 
these  unfortunate  people  have  been  treated. 
Many  of  them  have  to  abandon  their  holdings 
because  they  cannot  get  supplies.  Yet  you 
are  spending  money  in  all  directions  1  I  had 
hoped  that  everything  possible  would  be  done 
to  assist  the  small  settlers  to  make  homes  for 
themselves;  hue  I  regret  to  say  I  have  been 
disappointed.  We  have  millions  of  acres  of 
land  in  this  Island  which  carry  nothing  but 
the  standing  bush.  And  what  has  been  done 
for  the  settlement  of  the  settlers  ?  Very  little. 
I  hope  that  the  Cheviot  Estate  will  turn  out 
well ;  but  I  consider  it  is  my  duty  to  tell  the 
Government  and  this  House  that  the  moneys 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  the  Cheviot  Estate 
—namely,  £260,000,  together  with  £50,000  for 
surveys,  et  cetera  —  would  have  been  more 
beneficially  expended  in  purchasing  Native 
lands  and  opening  up  Crown  lands,  and  giving 
the  settlers  facilities  in  the  shape  of  roads  and 
bridges.  But  this  would  not  suit  the  Minister 
of  Lands  nor  his  constituents  in  the  South.  I 
am  glad  that  one-third  of  the  land  is  to  be 
sold  for  cash,  because  that  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary in  the  financial  interests  of  the  country ; 
and,  with  reference  to  the  eternal  lease,  I 
think  it  is  a  great  pity  the  land  is  not  sold 
on  the  old  perpetusd-lease  and  deferred-pay- 
ment systems,  which  would  afford  far  more 
encouragement  to  the  settlers.  I  know  hun- 
dreds of  men  who  would  work  their  hands  off 
if  they  thought  they  could  eventually  succeed 
in  making  their  land  freehold.    I  am  certainly 

5 leased  to  see  that  the  Llinister  of  Lands  has 
eparted  to  a  certain  extent  from  the  lines 
laid  down  in  1892,  because  I  think  it  is  in  the 
real  interests  of  the  country  that  there  is  no 
compulsory  clause  in  the  settlement  of  this 
estate.  There  are  many  innovations  here 
which  are  not  at  all  in  accordance  with  the 
Land  Act  of  1892.  I  believe  they  are  in  the 
right  direction,  and  I  congratulate  the  Minis- 
ter upon  the  new  departure.  I  have  only  one 
more  word  to  say — namely,  that  tenders  should 
be  called  for  forthwith  for  all  road-work,  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  any  favourable 
weather  we  may  have  in  the  future.  This  is 
very  important,  and  I  trust  it  will  not  be 
neglected. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  could  not  possibly 
have  shown  more  clearly  the  feeling  that  he 
holds  towards  the  Minister  of  Lands,  simply 
because  the  Minister  of  Lands  would  not  road 
his  district  in  a  superior  way  to  that  in  which 
any  other  part  of  the  colony  is  treated.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  made  the  statement 
Mr,  McQuire 


to-night  that  we  ha^e  neglected  the  roads  in 
his  district.  The  honourable  gentleman  knew 
when  be  was  making  that  statement  that  it 
could  not  be  borne  out  by  the  facts,  because 
last  year  I  spent  more  money  in  his  electorate 
than  I  did  in  any  other  electorate  in  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand.  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  told  me  the  other  day  that  he 
wanted  a  large  sum  of  money  spent  on  roads  in 
his  district.  He  is  himself  personally  inter- 
ested in  a  block  of  land  in  that  district,  and 
because  he  could  not  get  his  own  way  in  the 
matter  he  comes  here  and  abuses  the  Minister 
of  Lscnds.    The  whole  of  this  money 

Mr.  McGUIRE.  — What  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  stating  is  not  in  accordance  with 
facts. 

An  Hon.  Mevbsr. — Order. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— The  Speaker  will  call  me 
to  order  if  I  should  happen  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  mean  to  say  that  he  has  no  interest 
in  any  block  of  land  in  his  part  of  the  country? 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— No,  certainly  not. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— How  long  is  it  since 
you  disposed  of  it?  I  know  better  than  the 
honourable  gentleman  imagines.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  finds  fault  because  we 
are  not  purchasing  a  sufficient  amount  of 
Native  land  in  the  North  Island.  I  say,  again, 
that  he  has  an  interest  in  a  block  of  land  which 
has  a  block  of  Native  land  in  front  of  it,  and 
that  he  or  some  of  his  friends  are  very  anxious 
to  have  that  block  purchased  so  as  to  have 
roads  made  through  that  land,  so  as  to  in- 
crease the  value  of  their  own  property. 

Mr.  McGUIRE. —What  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  stated  is  quite  untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  The  honourable 
member  cannot  be  allowed  to  make  such  a 
remark. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— I  mean,  Sir,  that  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  stated  is  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  facts. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  know  what  I  am 
saying,  and  it  will  be  borne  out  by  people  who 
know  more  about  the  subject  than  I  do.  The 
honourable  gentleman  spoke  in  such  a  way 
that  I  think  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  should 
know  something  of  what  has  been  done  in  his 
district  in  the  way  of  road-making.  A  large 
number  of  honourable  members  who  spoke  on 
this  Bill  to-night  could  not  possibly  have  been 
present  when  I  moved  the  second  reading, 
for  if  they  had  been  present  then  they  would 
have  known  that  I  explained  the  whole  matter 
in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  the  Cheviot 
Estate  in  such  a  way  that  they  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  made  the  statements  they  have 
been  making  to-night.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City,  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish),  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher) 
are  all  absent  at  present,  but  they  were  pre- 
sent to-night ;  and  yet  they  were  not  present, 
as  far  as  I  know,  when  I  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  they  afterwards  came 
in  and  made  speeches  somewhat  on  the  lines 
of  the  speeches  they  made  on  the  Financial 
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Statement.  I  was  veiy  much  surprised  at  the 
tone  of  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  on 
the  subject  of  this  Bill.  It  appears  to  me,  Sir, 
as  if  the  Canterbury  memberSi  or  some  of 
them — I  do  not  mean  to  say  all  of  them,  but, 
at  any  rate,  a  few  of  them — think  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  surplus  for  the  last  twelve  months 
should  be  devoted  to  Canterbury  alone,  and 
that  this  Cheviot  Estate  should  be  purchased 
out  of  the  surplus,  and  handed  over  to  the 
people  in  leases,  without  getting  anything  in 
return.  Then,  we  find  honourable  members 
in  the  North  Island  saying  the  money  used  in 
buying  the  Cheviot  Estate,  £262,000,  ought  to 
have  been  spent  on  roads  in  the  North  Island. 
The  position  of  the  Government  in  connec- 
tion with  the  purchase  was  this :  that  the 
purchase,  as  I  explained  in  introducing  the 
Bill,  was  forced  on  the  Government.  Honour- 
able members  have  mixed  up  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act,  the  Land  and  Income  Assess- 
ment Act,  and  the  Land  Act  in  the  most 
extraordinary  manner  in  connection  with  the 
Cheviot  Estate.  Honourable  members  say  the 
Government  purchased  this  estate.  Of  course 
we  did,  when  we  were  forced  to  do  so;  but 
we  did  not  go  to  the  trustees  and  ask  them 
to  sell  it  to  us.  They  came  to  us  and  said, 
''According  to  the  law  of  the  land  you  have 
fixed  the  value  of  the  land  at  so  much;  we 
oonsider  that  too  high  :  then,  according  to 
the  law,  we  demand  that  you  take  it  at  our 
own  valuation."  That  is  the  exact  position. 
What  did  the  Gbvemment  do?  As  I  ex- 
plained the  matter  to-day,  we  got  all  sorts 
of  valuations  made  to  see  whether  the  value 
of  our  assessors  was  correct,  and  we  were  as- 
sured of  it ;  and,  that  being  the  case,  we  had 
to  say  either  one  thing  or  the  other — we  had 
to  say  whether  we  would  make  a  reduction  on 
the  assessment,  or  whether  we  would  purchase 
the  estate.  Well,  had  we  decided  to  reduce 
the  assessment,  what  would  that  mean?  It 
would  mean  that  every  large  landowner  in  the 
colony  would  have  an  equal  right  to  have  his 
valuation  reduced ;  and  honourable  members 
say  that  would  be  a  very  small  thing  1  I  say, 
if  we  agreed  to  an  arrangement  of  this  sort, 
and  reduced  the  value  of  the  estate  by  £44,000, 
we  should  have  this  House  this  year  besieged 
with  petitions  from  large  landowners  asking  to 
receive  justice  in  the  same  way.  And  what 
could  the  House  say  had  the  Government  been 
mo  weak  as  to  reduce  the  valuation?  They 
would  say,  "  You  have  done  it  in  this  case ; 
yon  have  not  upheld  the  position  of  your  own 
valuers ;  and  you  must  do  the  same  with  the 
other  applicants."  Then,  it  is  asked,  "Why 
was  this  estate  bought?  Why  were  not 
others?"  This  was  the  only  estate  in  the 
colony  which  was  offered  to  us. 

Mr.  RHODES-— No. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— It  is  the  only  estate 
under  the  Land  and  Income  Assessment  Act 
that  was  offered  to  us. 

Mr.  RHODES.— It  is  not. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.  — I  say  it  is  the  only 
estate  offered  to  us  when  our  assessors  upheld 
the  valuation.    And,  Sir,  we  have  the  honour- 


able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher) 
to-night  asking  why  did  we  not  take  the 
Woburn  Estate.  Let  me  tell  the  House  what 
was  the  position  of  this  matter.  RusselPs 
Woburn  Estate  was  valued  by  the  Board  of 
Reviewers  at  £4  17s.  6d.  an  acre,  improved 
value.  The  Commissioner  of  Taxes  raisisd  the 
value  to  £6  7s.  6d.  an  acre,  and  called  on  the 
owner's  agents  to  agree  to  this  value,  or  if  they 
did  not  he  would  recommend  that  the  estate 
should  bo  purchased  at  the  amount  at  which 
it  was  returned  by  the  owner — £4— with  10  per 
cent,  added.  The  owner's  agents  again  ap- 
pealed to  the  Board  of  Reviewers,  and  the  Boa^ 
reduced  the  value  to  £4  17s.  6d.,  at  which  it 
remains  assessed.  That  was  the  position  of 
that  estate ;  and  yet  here  we  are  told  that  we 
ought  to  have  taken  it,  as  it  was  offered  to  us! 
Honourable  members  talk  about  subjects — 
some  of  them,  at  any  rate— with  which  they 
are  not  acquainted ;  and  it  would  be  far  better 
if  they  would  leave  them  alone  than  to  make 
misstatements  of  this  sort.  The  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  City,  I  think,  acted  very 
unfairly  in  the  manner  in  which  he  quoted 
from  the  report  of  Mr.  Marcfaant,  Commis- 
sioner of  Crown  Lands  in  Canterbury.  Mr. 
Marchant,  in  sending  in  his  report  to  the 
Government,  discussed  the  question  of  the 
purchase  of  the  Cheviot  Estate  from  all 
points  of  view;  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  read  the  whole  report,  but  only 
such  portions  as  suited  his  own  purpose,  to 
show  that  the  purchase  was  a  bad  one.  The 
honourable  gentleman  must  know  that  the 
valuation  put  on  this  property  by  Mr.  Mar- 
chant  was  within  £4,000  of  the  assessor's; 
and,  if  his  opinion  of  the  estate  was  as  bad 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  us  to  be- 
lieve it  was,  then  the  two  things  are  not  con- 
sistent. Then,  honourable  gentlemen  say  we 
ought  to  have  taken  all  we  wanted  for  settle- 
ment, and  to  have  disposed  of  the  remainder 
through  the  Land-tax  Department.  Now,  we 
want  every  acre  of  this  land  for  settlement; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  been  so  busy  to-night  pro- 
phesying all  sorts  of  disasters  will  find  they 
will  not  come  out  right.  I  am  as  certain  as 
that  I  am  standing  here  that  for  every  acre 
we  have  to  sell  at  Cheviot  we  shall  have  four 
or  five  applicants,  and  we  sliall  not  have 
enoygh  land  for  settlement  for  the  number  of 
people  who  will  want  it.  Now  let  us  come  to 
the  question  of  its  being  far  better,  as  several 
honourable  members  have  said,  that  the  whole 
of  the  money  should  be  spent  in  purchasing 
and  reading  land  in  the  North  Island.  I  am 
sure  honourable  gentlemen  who  look  carefully 
into  the  matter  will  admit  that  I  have  done  a 
considerable  amount  of  reading,  and  opening 
up,  and  settling  land  in  the  North  Island.  But 
is  it  to  be  said  that  it  is  only  the  North  Island 
that  is  to  progress  in  the  way  of  settlement  7 
Has  not  the  South  Island  an  equal  right  to  say 
that  there  should  be  land  for  settlement  in 
the  South  Island  ?  And  let  me  say  we  should 
have  lost  many  good  settlers  in  the  South 
Island  if  we  had  not  got  such  property  as  the 
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Cheviot;  Estate  to  settle  them  on — fanners'  sons, 
brought  up  in  the  South  Island  to  plough,  ^ho 
do  not  know  anything  ahout  bush-farming  or 
tiie  system  of  farming  in  the  North  Island,  and 
as  a  consequence  do  not  like  to  face  it ;  who 
would  not  come  to  the  North  Island  whether 
we  wished  it  or  not,  and,  consequently,  if 
we  had  not  property  of  this  sort  to  dispose  of, 
would  very  likely  leave  the  colony.-  I  may  say 
here  that  I  have  at  the  present  time  in  the 
Lands  Department  a  large  number  of  letters 
from  people  in  Tasmania,  New  South  Wales, 
Victoria,  and  South  Australia,  all  making 
inquiries  about  the  Cheviot  Estate ;  and  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  result  will 
be,  when  the  land  is  open,  there  will  be  a  tre- 
mendous rush  for  it,  and  a  great  deal  of  good 
will  be  done  thereby.  Then,  with  regaid  to 
what  has  been  said  about  reading  in  the 
North  Island :  We  have  during  the  year  spent 
£117,000  on  roads  throughout  the  colony,  the 
greater  part  being  spent  in  the  North  Island. 
And  yet  we  are  told  we  are  doing  nothing  in 
the  North  Island.  Are  we  going  continually  to 
**milk"  the  South  Island  for  the  purpose  of 
roading  the  North  ?  We  must  do  something 
for  the  South  as  well ;  and  I  object  entirely  to 
the  continual  statement  that  this  money  would 
be  better  spent  in  the  North  Island.  Then,  we 
havo  it  stated  as  something  extraordinary  that 
we  are  spending  £50,000  in  roading  and  sur- 
veying. Every  sixpence  of  that  money  will  be 
added  to  the  value  of  the  estate  itself,  and 
the  amount  we  shall  receive  will  pay  for  the 
loading  and  surveys  as  well  as  the  value  of 
the  land. 

An  Hon.  lilEMBEB. — You  will  not  get  your 
money  back. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  am  not  at  all  afraid 
about  our  getting  the  money  back.  I  see  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  EUesmere 
shaking  his  head,  but  I  think  he  knows  enough 
about  the  estate  to  know  that  we  shall  get 
our  money  back  all  right.  Then,  we  have  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Fisher)  telling  the  House  that  we  shall  not  get  4 
per  cent,  on  the  money  spent  for  the  estate.  I 
stated  here  that  we  are  getting  at  present  3}  per 
cent,  on  the  purchase-money  on  short  leases ; 
and  I  ask  any  honourable  member  who  knows 
anything  about  the  tenure  of  land  if  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  for  a  longer  tenure 
we  shall  get  better  rent.  Is  it  to  be  supposed 
a  man  will  give  as  much  rent  for  a  six  months' 
lease  as  he  will  if  you  give  him  a  twenty  years' 
lease  ?  There  is  no  comparison  at  all,  and  the 
result  will  be  that,  as  we  are  getting  8}  per 
cent,  now,  we  can  surely  calculate  on  getting  a 
great  deal  more  when  the  property  is  disposed 
of  on  long  leases  to  good  tenants.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  we  shall  get  5  per 
cent,  on  our  money,  including  in  the  capital  the 
roading  and  surveying  too,  and  there  will  be 
no  loss  whatever  to  the  colony.  I  am  afraid 
that  to  go  over  all  the  statements  made  to-night 
by  honourable  gentlemen  who  seem  to  know 
nothing  about  the  estate  would  be  absurd  on 
my  part.  I  noticed  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  made  some 
Mr,  J,  McKengie 


statement  in  connection  with  the  estate.  And 
it  appears  to  me  that  whenever  the  honour- 
able gentleman  speaks  on  the  land  question 
he  is  entirely  at  sea,  as  I  notice  on  different 
occasions  when  addressing  his  constituency 
here :  I  read  his  speeches  in  the  paper,  and  I 
find  he  has  always  been  very  far  astray  on  the 
land  question. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— How  can  the  honourable 
gentleman  be  at  sea  on  the  land  question  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.—- The  phrase,  as  I  use 
it,  means  wide  of  the  mark,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  always  wide  of  the  mark  when  he 
talks  on  the  land  question,  and  I  sincerely  ad- 
vise him  never  to  touch  it  again  until  he  reads 
the  Land  Act,  because  he  really  does  not  know 
the  Acts  he  is  a  party  to  passing.  The  honour- 
able member  tells  us  that  the  Cheviot  Estate 
only  carried  one  and  a  quarter  sheep  to  the 
acre,  and  that  its  producing-power  is  as  great 
now  as  ever  it  will  be.  I  venture  to  say  that 
within  the  next  five  years  the  producing-^wer 
of  the  estate  will  have  increased  fourfold  if  not 
fivefold.  I  venture  to  say  that  without  fear, 
when  the  time  comes,  of  being  found  wrong  in 
my  opinion.  The  honourable  member  fur 
Wairarapa  shakes  his  head.  Well,  he  always 
looks  very  wise  when  he  does  that,  and  we  all 
know  he  is  a  man  of  general  intelligence,  and 
knows  very  well  what  the  value  of  land  is.  I 
should  like  to  ask  him  how  much  produce  was 
taken  ofi  his  estate  when  he  went  on  it  at  first. 
Very  little ;  and  he  has  made  it  carry  a  great 
deal  more  stock  than  when  he  went  on  it ;  and 
the  same  result  will  be  found  at  Cheviot. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — It  was  covered  with 
bush. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  remember  when  I 
came  to  New  Zealand,  thirty- three  years  ago, 
coming  to  the  place  I  reside  at  now:  there 
were  then  twenty  thousand  sheep  in  the  whole 
of  the  Shag  Valley,  and  I  recollect  a  gentle- 
man assuring  me  that  it  could  never  carry  anj 
more,  do  what  you  like.  At  the  present  time 
it  must  carry  at  the  very  least  two  hundred 
thousand,  and  it  yields  any  amount  of  dairy 
produce  and  grain  of  every  description.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  I  know  something  about  land, 
and  I  have  not  the  slightest  fear  of  saying  that 
the  estate  can  be  made  to  carry  four  times  the 
stock  on  it  which  the  trustees  sold.  So  this 
does  not  show  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  knows  very  much 
about  land,  at  any  rate.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  a  **  dig"  at  sly  borrowing. 
That  is  one  of  his  pet  subjects — sly  borrow- 
ing. He  says  we  went  in  for  sly  borrowing 
in  making  this  purchase.  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer will  be  able  to  tell  him  all  about  that 
when  the  proper  time  comes  and  he  asks  the 
House  for  authority  for  the  money.  Then,  we 
were  told  by  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei  that  the  trustees  made  a  splendid  bargain 
in  disposing  of  the  estate  to  the  Qovernment. 
Well,  I  am  not  very  sure  of  that :  at  any  rate,, 
one  of  the  trustees  acknowledged  to  me  that 
they  knew  when  they  were  selling  that  they 
were  losing  £30,000 ;  but,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  trustees   could  not  agree  amongst 
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tiieinselvee,  they  had  to  dispose  of  the  estate 
m  order  to  divide  the  trusts.  And  what  was 
the  result?  The  House  knows  we  have  had 
a  Bill  before  us,  whioh  has  passed  through, 
drriding  the  laige  estate  into  five  different 
trusts,  simply  because  the  trustees  could  not 
agree  amongst  themselves.  So  long  as  they 
had  the  estate  in  acres  they  could  not  divide 
it,  but  the  moment  they  got  it  turned  into 
sovereigns  there  was  no  difficulty  in  the  matter, 
because  they  could  easily  divide  it.  And  that 
ii  the  reason  why  the  colony  got  the  Cheviot 
Sstate. 

Mr.  HARKNESS.— They  did  not  get  the 
sovereigns. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— They  got  the  sove- 
reigns ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  I  signed 
a  cheque  for  it,  and  I  ought  to  know  some- 
thing about  it.  The  estate  was  paid  for.  The 
honourable  gentleman  will  not  believe  that, 
but  it  is  so.  Well,  then,  so  much  for  the  grand 
sale  the  trustees  made.  They  themselves  ac- 
knowledged it,  and  every  one  who  knows  the 
true  history  of  the  matter  knows  that  the 
trustees  were  very  anxious  to  gdt  rid  of  the 
estate,  because  they  could  not  subdivide  it,  and 
that  was  the  real  reason  why  the  Oovemment 
got  it  at  all.  Now  I  come  to  the  very  amusing 
speech  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish).  That  honourable 
member  twits  me  about  changing  my  opinions 
with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  Grown  lands  from 
this  time  last  year.  One  would  imagine  from 
the  speech  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
to-night  that  there  was  no  right  of  purchase  in 
the  Land  Act  of  last  year  at  all,  and  that  all 
land  was  to  be  leased  in  perpetuity,  and  nothing 
else.  That  shows  that  tne  nonourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City,  whatever  he  may  know  about 
some  subjects,  whenever  he  comes  to  talk  on 
land  business,  and  subjects  connected  with  land, 
knows  very  little  of  the  subjects  he  is  talking 
about.  If  he  will  only  read  section  138  of  the 
Iiand  Act  of  last  year  he  will  find  there  the 
optional  system,  under  which  land  can  be  pur- 
chased for  cash,  or  selected  for  occupation 
with  right  of  purchase,  or  on  lease  in  perpetuity. 
So  that  any  one  going  into  a  land  office  in 
any  part  of  the  colony  can  become  a  free- 
holder right  off,  or  can  lease  the  land  and  come 
in  and  purchase  the  land  at  some  future 
time.  That  is  the  law  at  the  present  time :  but 
<me  would  imagine  from  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  I  had  changed  my  views 
from  those  I  held  last  year.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  he  was  in  favour  of  perpetual 
lease,  and  that  no  more  land  should  be  sold, 
and  he  says  that  if  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  brings  down  a  resolution  to  that 
effect  he  will  find  him  supporting  it.  Some 
twenty  years  ago  I  stood  on  the  floor  of  the 
Provincial  Council  of  Otago  and  supported  a 
resolution,  brought  forward  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua,  that  no  more  land 
should  be  sold  in  Otago.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish)  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Provincial  Council,  and  he  was 
in  the  opposite  lobby  to  myself  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua,  and  if  there  is  any 


conversion  on  this  subject  it  is  the  conversion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City, 
and  not  of  myself,  because  I  have  always 
held  the  same  views  as  I  did  at  that  time ;  but 
I  always  found  it  was  impossible  to  give  effect 
to  them, — the  same  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua.  Twenty  years  ago  he  was  of 
opinion  that  no  more  land  should  be  sold; 
since  then  he  has  been  Minister  of  Lands,  and 
he  has  also  been  Prime  Minister,  but  he  has 
not  been  able  to  carry  out  the  measure.  I  do 
not  see  why  I  should  be  accused  for  not  being 
able  to  carry  out  mine  either.  The  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  went 
to  show  that  he  knows  very  little  indeed  about 
the  subject  he  was  talking  of.  We  know  that 
his  capacity  for  talk  is  enormous,  and  that  he 
has  only  to  open  his  mouth  and  something 
will  roll  out.  On  this  occasion  he  has  opened 
his  mouth  and  talked  about  the  Bill  in  the 
most  absurd  manner,  because  he  has  mixed 
the  Land  Assessment  Act  and  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act  and  the  Land  Act  together, 
and  really  did  not  know  what  he  was  talking 
about.  He  went  on  to  say  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  reduced  the  Cheviot  Estate  valua- 
tion by  £44,000  there  would  have  been  only  a 
loss  to  the  colony  of  44,000  pence ;  but,  as  I  have 
already  explained,  we  should  lose  not  only  that 
but  also  the  graduation-tax,  and  not  only  should 
we  lose  taxation  on  this  estate  by  accepting  a 
lower  valuation,  but  we  should  be  bound  to  make 
equal  reductions  in  other  estates.  We  should 
have  it  said  to  us  in  regard  to  other  estates, 
"Well,  if  you  have  made  that  reduction  in 
Cheviot,  we  shall  certainly  demand  reductions 
to  be  made  as  to  our  estates,"  and  no  doubt  that 
would  have  been  done  in  many  cases.  Then, 
we  heard  a  great  deal  about  this  £3,000  which 
this  property  would  pay  in  the  shape  of  taxes. 
Can  honourable  members  think  for  a  moment 
that  the  £262,000  paid  for  the  Cheviot  Estate 
has  left  New  Zealand  ?  We  know  very  well  it 
has  not,  and  that  this  money  will  yield  a  certain 
amount  of  income-tax  to  the  colony.  Money 
may  be  taken  away,  of  course,  but  the  land  is 
still  there.  Does  the  honourable  gentleman 
imagine  for  one  moment  that  Cheviot  will  not 
pay  any  taxes  when  it  is  settled  upon  ? 

Sir  J.  HALL. — It  will  not  pay  graduated  tax. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.--It  will  still  pay  taxa- 
tion;  it  will  pay  Customs  revenue  and  land- 
tax.  That  is  no  argument  at  all  in  connection 
with  the  matter  that  this  £3,000  is  lost  to  the 
colony.  It  is  not  lost,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  people  who  got  this  money  will  find  no 
better  colony  to  invest  it  in  than  New  Zealand. 
It  is  not  likely  they  will  send  it  to  Australia  or 
to  any  of  the  American  States  at  the  present 
moment,  when  there  are  so  many  of  tnem  in 
a  state  of  bankruptcy,  and  I  am  sute  that  they 
would  get  nothing  like  the  same  interest  as 
they  will  get  here.  I  think  they  are  at  least 
as  safe  in  New  Zealand,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  much  chance  of  that  money  leaving 
the  colony.  Now  I  come  to  a  few  remarks 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura, 
who  was  the  first  to  address  the  House  on  this 
subject ;  and  I  may  say  that  he,  at  any  rate, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44 


Cheviot  Estate 


[HOUSE.]         Disposition  BilL         [Aug.  16 


spoke  on  the  subject  from  some  knowledge  of 
what  he  was  talking  about.  Although  I  do  not 
agree  with  all  his  conclusions,  still  I  think,  on 
the  whole,  he  was  very  fair  with  regard  to  the 
Bill.  One  thing  I  did  not  agree  with  him  in 
was  that  this  land  was  in  good  occupation. 
No  doubt  it  was,  but  not  so  good  as  it  will 
be  by-and-by.  More  will  be  taken  out  of  it 
than  was  done  by  the  late  owners.  Then  the 
honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  it 
would  be  better  if  the  Qovemment  looked  at 
this  question  entirely  as  a  question  of  throw- 
ing open  land  for  settlement,  and  that  it  would 
be  far  better  to  buy  waste  land  in  the  North 
Island.  As  I  have  said  before,  in  the  Cheviot 
Estate  we  have  the  means  by  which  the  estate 
will  pay  for  itself.  We  are  not  going  to 
spend  a  large  sum  of  money  that  will  not 
yield  an  immediate  return.  In  the  North 
Island,  do  whatever  you  will,  you  have  to 
wait  for  a  long  time  before  you  get  any  return 
for  your  money ;  but,  as  to  the  Cheviot  Estate, 
we  are  getting  8 J  per  cent,  interest  on  our 
money  already,  and  as  soon  as  we  put  the  land 
in  the  market  on  a  good  tenure  we  shall  be  able 
to  get  good  interest  on  our  money ;  and  at  the 
same  time  we  are  providing  land  for  settlement 
for  the  people  of  Canterbury.  The  honourable 
gentleman  went  on  to  say  he  was  astonished 
at  my  action  in  this  matter,  seeing  that  at  one 
time,  while  sitting  on  these  benches,  I  stated 
I  would  sooner  leave  these  benches  than 
allow  any  land  to  be  sold.  I  do  not  recollect 
over  making  that  statement.  I  said  that  if 
this  House  took  the  Land  Bill  out  of  my  hands, 
sooner  than  allow  that  to  be  done,  and  the  Land 
Bill  to  be  mauled  about  as  some  members  of 
this  House  wished  it  to  be,  I  would  leave  these 
benches.  I  did  not  say  that  in  connection  with 
the  freehold.  In  fact,  I  told  this  House  time 
after  time  that  the  time  was  coming  when  a 
Crown  grant  would  not  be  known:  but  the  time 
has  not  yet  come.  I  mentioned  fifty  years. 
Well,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  again.  The 
time  will  come  when  there  will  be  no  Crown 
grant  in  this  colony.  I  regret  I  am  too  old 
now^  to  live  to  see  that,  but  that  day  will 
come.  Now,  coming  down  to  this  matter  of 
disposing  of  a  portion  of  this  estate  for  cash, 
as  |I  said  to-day  it  is  absohitely  necessary 
to  do  so.  We  cannot  afford  to  get  the  whole 
of  this  money  from  any  other  source,  and  it 
is  necessary  the  State  should  pay  something 
for  it.  Then,  it  is  said  we  are  not  going 
to  give  the  settlers  the  '*  thirds "  of  the 
money  they  pay  for  the  land.  If  we  make  the 
roads  and  bridges,  and  put  these  in  good  order, 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  giving  them 
the  thirds.  When  I  asked  the  House  to  agree 
to  the  passing  of  the  Cheviot  County  Bill  I  ex- 
plained that  my  object  was  that  the  people 
in  that  county  should  take  charge  of  the 
roads  themselves.  This  clause  in  the  Bill, 
which  was  found  fault  with  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont,  that  the  colony  was 
to  road  the  land  and  look  after  the  bridges,  is 
only  to  provide  for  that  being  done  until  such 
time  as  the  colony  disposes  of  the  estate,  and 
then  the  local  body  will  be  called  upon  to  rate  | 
Mr.  J.  McKmne 


the  district  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the- 
roads.  Then,  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa  remarked  that  he  had  very  grave 
doubts  as  to  our  being  able  to  make  this  a 
financial  success,  and  he  quoted  the  fact  that 
owners  of  private  estates  in  the  South  had 
not  generally  disposed  of  them  with  financial 
success.  We  know  very  weU  that  some  large 
land  companies  did  break  up  their  estates  and 
try  to  sell  them ;  but  what  were  the  prices  they 
asked?  £10,  £14,  £18,  and  £20  an  acre.  They 
tried  to  sell  them  at  a  price  which  settlers 
could  not  possibly  afford  to  give  and  pay 
interest  and  make  a  living.  That  was  the 
reason  these  large  estates  were  not  a  finan- 
cial success.  We  wish  to  sell  at  a  price  which 
will  enable  the  settlers  to  live  and  do  good 
for  themselves.  That  is  a  dlSerent  thing  alto- 
gether. Then,  we  are  told  that  wheat  would 
not  grow  in  Cheviot,  and  some  honourable 
gentleman  stated  that  last  year  there  was  only 
a  return  of  six  bushels  to  the  acre, — that  one  of 
the  people  on  the  estate  told  him  that  was  the 
return.  I  went  over  the  land  when  the  wheat 
was  in  stock,  and,  of  all  the  fanning  that  I  ever 
saw,  that  was  the  worst.  I  declare  to  honour- 
able gentlemen  that,  on  that  land  on  the 
Cheviot  Estate,  that  table  in  front  of  me  would 
have  made  about  two  furrows  of  the  class  of 
cultivation  I  saw ;  and  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  would  tell  me  that  he  would 
grow  wheat  with  such  cultivation  as  that 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— One  of  the  finest  crops 
of  wheat  I  ever  saw  was  on  a  16in.  furrow. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— There  must  have  been 
special  circumstances. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— That  was  in  Canterbury. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man, I  am  sure,  would  not  sow  wheat  in  land 
of  his  own  with  furrows  of  that  sort.  I  was 
astonished,  when  I  saw  the  sort  of  cultivation 
there  was  at  Cheviot,  that  any  wheat  would 
grow  at  all  there,  considering  the  wet  season. 
When  I  went  through  the  paddocks  and  saw 
the  grass  laid  down  in  the  way  it  was  done,  it 
seemed  to  me  to  be  the  most  slovenly  farming 
I  had  seen  in  New  Zealand.  Such  farming  as 
that  could  not  be  a  success  anywhere.  That 
is  the  way  in  which  a  place  gets  a  bad  name. 
No  one  knows  that  better  than  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  himself,  because  I 
believe  that,  whatever  views  he  may  hold  in 
politics,  as  an  owner  and  manager  of  an  estate 
he  is  "  up  to  the  knocker."  I  have  a  few  notes 
here,  Sir,  of  what  was  said  by  my  honour- 
able friend  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  but 
I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  that  I  need 
reply  to.  He  took  a  very  kindly  view  of  this 
Bill,  and  hoped  the  whole  thing  would  be  a 
success,  and  he  was  prepared  to  give  me 
assistance  to  make  it  a  success.  Whatever 
doubts  he  may  have  on  that  score  at  present,  I 
am  quite  sure  that  when  we  meet  here  again 
next  year  he  will  acknowledge  that  the  pur- 
chase has  been  a  success.  Then,  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Hutt  said  someUiing 
about  this  Cheviot  Estate.  I  do  not  know 
what  he  knows  about  it,  except  from  what  he 
has  picked  up  in  some  of  the  newspapers  he  has 
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been  reading.  He  has  made  a  most  extra- 
oidinary  blander  in  the  matter.  He  could  not 
see  where  we  were  making  provision  for  this 
£260,000.  I  am  sure  he  could  not  have  been 
in  the  House  during  my  remarks  while  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  because  I  then 
said  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  bring 
down  a  separate  Bill  for  that  purpose.  Then, 
the  honourable  member  said  he  would  put  aside 
a  certain  amount  of  sinking  fund  for  the  pur- 
pose of  wiping  ofi  this  amount.  Well,  Sir, 
let  me  know  this  :  Would  it  be  fair  to  ask 
settlers  purchasing  land  at  Cheviot  to  provide 
the  first  interest  on  the  capital  value  of  the 
land,  and  afterwards  to  provide  the  sinking 
fund — that  is,  if  it  is  to  be  on  perpetual  lease, 
with  a  revaluation  in  twenty  or  thirty  years  ? 
— ^because  it  stands  to  reason  that  the  value 
will  be  increased  in  that  time.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  proposition  were  to  sell  to 
these  people  at  a  certain  interest  each  year, 
which  would  eventually  pay  oS  the  whole  in- 
terest on  the  estate,  the  proposal  might  be 
worth  considering ;  otherwise  it  would  not 
be  fair.  However,  I  think  I  have  said  quite 
sufficient  on  this  matter. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — What  about  the  railway? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  am  glad  my  honour- 
able friend  has  reminded  me  of  the  railway. 
The  Government,  when  fixing  up  the  manner 
in  which  the  land  was  to  be  disposed  of,  thought 
the  proper  thing  W8ks  to  survey  a  railway-line, 
in  the  event  of  a  railway  having  to  go  through 
at  some  future  day.  Honourable  members 
will  understand  that  if  a  railway  were  made 
it  would  go  through  paddocks,  farms,  and  gar- 
dens of  all  sorts,  and  a  large  amount  of  com- 
pensation would  have  to  be  paid  to  the  owners 
of  these  when  the  lands  were  taken.  So  that 
in  the  meantime  we  have  taken  the  precau- 
tion to  have  the  line  properly  marked  out  on 
the  maps.  As  I  explained,  this  map  is  only 
a  preliminary  one,  and  the  Qovernment  wiU 
see  that  no  promise  is  made  that  a  railway 
shall  be  constructed  at  any  time,  so  that  no 
person  buying  land  will  at  any  future  time  have 
any  claim  upon  the  Government  on  the  score 
of  unfulfilled  promises  of  this  sort.  I  think 
that  will  meet  that  objection.  Well,  then,  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Selwyn 
thought  that  the  Government  did  not  go  far 
enough,  because  we  did  not  buy  the  sheep. 
Well,  I  considered  this  subject,  and  I  must  say 
that  I  was  very  strongly  against  purchasing 
the  sheep.  I  should  have  been  quite  willing 
to  buy  the  sheep  on  the  land  at  a  valuation,  but 
when  I  found  that  the  trustees  were  deter- 
mined to  sell  all  the  stock  by  public  auction 
I  knew  that  if  the  Government  wanted  to 
purchase  the  whole  of  those  sheep  on  the 
estate  they  would  have  to  pay  very  high 
prices.  I  went  to  the  estate  and  saw  the 
aheep  myself,  and  put  my  own  value  upon 
them,  and  I  found  the  price  they  sold  at 
was  from  Is.  6d.  to  8s.  per  head  above  my 
valuation;  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  some 
of  the  sheep  sold  at  Cheviot  in  April  last 
would  not  now  fetch  the  money  thev  fetched 
at  that  time.    If  the  Gk>veniment  had  pur- 


chased the  sheep  we  should  have  lost  money 
by  it,  because  the  prices  were  very  high  at 
that  time.  It  was  therefore  taking  a  wise  pre- 
caution not  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
sheep.  At  any  rate,  I  took  upon  myself  the 
responsibility,  to  a  great  extent,  of  having 
nothing  to  do  with  the  sheep.  Of  course,  if  we 
were  buying  the  sheep  we  should  have  had  to 
take  the  estate  for  twelve  months,  and  if  sheep 
had  gone  up  in  price  the  Government  might 
have  made  a  big  profit,  but  if  they  had  gone 
down  there  would  have  been  a  loss.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  have  been  a  good  speculation 
for  the  colony.  Then,  some  honourable  mem- 
bers drew  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  no 
provision  was  made  with  regard  to  settlement 
upon  the  estate.  They  must  have  misread  the 
Bill,  because  if  they  had  read  the  Bill  in  ooa- 
nection  with  the  Land  Act  they  would  have 
found  that  there  is  provision  already  in  the 
Land  Act  of  last  year  that  any  one  taking  up  a 
section  on  lease  in  perpetuity  must  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Land  Act  so  far  as  settle- 
ment is  concerned.  I  have,  I  think,  answered 
all  those  arguments  that  were  of  any  value.  I 
now  see  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  in  his  place,  and  I  will  ask  him  to  read 
section  138  of  the  Land  Act  of  last  session, 
where  he  will  find  that  any  one  taking  up 
Crown  land  in  the  colony  can  go  to  the  land 
office  and  choose  what  sort  of  tenure  he  will 
take  it  up  on — whether  for  cash,  lease  in  per- 
petuity, or  lease  with  the  right  of  purchase — 
so  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  entirely 
wrong. 

Mr.  FISH.— Were  not  the  terms  of  the  Act 
of  last  year  different  from  those  of  the  pre- 
vious Acts  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB.— If  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  look  up  the  Act  he  will  find  in 
section  188  that  any  one  can  go  into  the  land 
office  and  choose  his  own  tenure. 

LIr.  FISH. — Will  the  honourable  gentleman 
permit  me  to  say  that  the  conditions  now  are 
entirely  different  ?  A  purchase  is  now  saddled 
with  certain  conditions,  and  there  are  no  con- 
ditions in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  totally  wrong  again.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  a  certain  amount  of  common- 
sense  ;  and  it  he  will  read  the  Bill  properly,  and 
read  the  settlement  clause  with  the  Land  Act, 
he  will  see  that  settlement  is  provided  for. 
Now  I  think  I  have  answered  all  the  remarks 
that  have  been  made.  I  hope  the  second  read- 
ing  of  the  Bill  will  now  be  carried.  When  the 
BUI  comes  back  from  Committee  all  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  found  fault  with  it 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  it  again. 
I  hope  the  lecher  of  the  Opposition  will  carry 
out  his  promise  to  assist  me  to  get  the  Bill 
made  a  useful  and  good  measure,  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  colony. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NORTH  OF  AUCKLAND  ROADS. 
On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 
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Mr.  PALMER  said  he  must  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  ventilating  a  grievance  which  tney 
had  in  the  North  of  Auckland,  and,  in  order  to 
•do  that,  he  would  move  the  following  amend- 
ment :  That  the  Qovernment  should  take  over 
the  maintenance  of  the  road  from  Auckland  to 
the  north.  This  would  run  through  the  three 
counties  situated  in  that  part  of  the  colony. 
Some  honourable  gentlemen  might  be  inclined 
to  disagree  with  it  because  it  did  not  affect  their 
districts,  but  he  could  assure  them  that  it  was 
a  very  necessary  work.  They  had  been  spend- 
ing a  quarter  of  a  million  on  the  purchase  of 
the  Cheviot  Estate,  while  these  set&ers  in  the 
North  were  complaining  that  they  could  not  get 
any  roads  made  there;  what  few  roads  there 
were  were  cut  up  by  the  gum  traffic,  and  they 
got  nothing  from  the  Government  to  main- 
tain these  roads.  They  did  not  even  get  the 
thirds  from  land-sales,  which  were  given  to  the 
local  bodies  in  the  South.  How  was  it  possible, 
then,  for  these  counties  in  the  North  to  do  the 
work  which  they  were  supposed  to  do — namely, 
to  keep  open  these  roads?  These  counties 
were  absolutely  doing  the  work  of  the  Govern- 
ment there,  and  were  finding  employment  for 
the  unemployed,  while  there  was  also  employ- 
ment found  on  the  gumfields,  and  thus  the 
Government  were  relieved  of  a  great  deal  of 
responsibility.  There  was  not  one  single  rail- 
way passing  through  the  district,  and  yet  that 
district  had  to  pay  its  share,  and  had  for  years 
been  paying  its  share,  of  the  sixteen  millions  of 
money  that  had  been  expended  on  the  railways, 
while  it  got  nothing  in  return  for  that.  They 
had  not  even  got  a  metalled  road  up  there, 
whereas  down  South  wherever  you  went  you 
would  see  a  metalled  road  alongside  the  rail- 
way. The  roads  up  in  that  part  ran  chiefly 
through  Crown  lands,  and  these  roads  were 
being  cut  up  more  every  day,  so  that  the  Crown 
lands  were  becoming  very  much  depreciated. 
If  there  were  good  roads  there,  properly  main- 
tained; there  was  plenty  of  good  land  in  the 
district  that  could  be  settled.  The  land  in  that 
part  of  the  colony  had  not  got  its  fair  share  of 
expenditure  in  the  past,  and  he  thought  the 
Minister  of  Lands  admitted  that  himself  when 
last  he  visited  that  part  of  the  colony.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  see  their  way  to 
accept  the  amendment,  and  take  over  these 
roads.  After  what  had  occurred  that  after- 
noon, and  the  assistance  that  had  been  given 
to  the  promotion  of  settlement  in  the  South,  he 
trusted  the  same  assistance  would  be  given 
to  the  people  in  the  North. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  seconded  the  amendment  with 
the  greatest  pleasure,  because  he  recognised 
this  fact :  that  if  they  were  going  to  open  up 
the  north  of  the  colony  they  must  have  roads 
and  bridges,  and  any  surplus  arising  from  the 
taxation  of  the  colony  ought  to  be  spent  in  that 
direction.  Some  people  might  say  that  down 
in  the  South  everything  was  provided  for  them, 
but  he  did  not  think  his  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Ellesmere  would  say  so.  They 
were  not  provided  for  as  they  ought  to  be.  He 
was  prepared  to  say  this :  that,  seeing  the  vast 
interests  which  existed  in  the  Provincial  Dis- 


trict of  Canterbury,  not  only  from  a  froeen- 
meat  point  of  view — and  that  was  one  of  the 
first  points  of  view  ao  f ar  as  the  interests  of  the 
colony  were  concerned — but  in  other  respects, 
there  ought  to  be  more  assistance  given  for  the 
development  of  the  natural  industries  of  the 
colony  than  was  now  given.  He  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  this  amende 
ment  had  done  good  service  to  the  part  of  the 
country  from  which  he  came.  They  were  all 
desirous  not  only  of  settling  the  land  in  the 
North,  but  also  in  the  South.  He  himself 
seriously  believed  that  if  the  Government  could 
bring  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  Native  lands, 
and  taking  possession  of  them,  and  preventing 
all  the  waste  there  was  in  legal  expenditure  in 
connection  with  these  lands,  they  would  be  con- 
ferring a  great  benefit  not  only  on  the  people 
of  the  colony  but  on  the  Natives  themselves. 
To  show  what  he  meant,  he  might  mention 
that  Mr.  Reid,  a  lawyer,  had  sent  him  a  pam- 
phlet in  which  he  gave  an  illustration  of 
the  manner  in  which,  the  Native  lands  were 
dealt  with.  There  was  one  case  in  which 
the  Natives  sold  50,000  acres  of  land  at  lOs. 
an  acre ;  and,  as  this  gentleman  said,  the 
Natives  naturally  expected  that  they  would 
get  something  like  £25,000 ;  but  what  was  the 
result?  Why,  this  learned  gentleman  said 
that  the  law-costs  and  other  charges  took 
£18,000  out  of  the  £25,000  before  the  Natives 
got  one  penny.  He  would  ask,  would  it  not  be 
in  the  interest  of  the  Natives  that  they  should 
deal  directly  with  the  Government,  rather  than 
that  they  should  have  the  money  taken  in  this 
way? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  pointed  out  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  address  himself  to  the 
question  of  the  roads  in  the  North  of  Auckland. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  would  then  onVy  repeat  that 
he  seconded  the  amendment  with  great  plea- 
sure. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  was  rather  sorry  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata  had 
not  intimated  to  the  Auckland  members  that 
he  was  going  to  move  this  amendment.  He 
wanted  to  thank  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  for  seconding 
the  amendment.  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  always  ready  to  assist  the  poor  and 
needy,  and  in  this  case  he  was  certainly 
doing  good  service  by  seconding  this  amend- 
ment. The  district  in  the  North  of  Auckland, 
as  was  well  known  to  all  honourable  mem- 
bers, had  neither  roads  nor  railways :  in  fact,  it 
was  a  roadless  district.  It  was  a  long,  narrow 
strip  of  country,  and  most  of  the  supplies  were 
conveyed  there  by  coasting  steamers,  and 
the  roads  were  in  such  a  condition  inland 
that  during  the  winter  season  traffic  was  al- 
most suspended.  Unfortunately  for  that  por- 
tion of  the  colony,  during  the  borrowing 
rigime  of  the  colony  that  part  was  neglected 
entirely.  Very  little  borrowed  money  had  ever 
been  expended  there,  and  on  the  last  occasion 
on  which  a  vote  was  put  on  the  estimates  for 
roads'  in  the  North  of  Auckland  a  large  por- 
tion of  that  vote  was  diverted  to  Onehunga. 
On  every  occasion  there  had  been  an  oppor- 
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tonity  of  doing  something  for  that  part  of  the 
oolony  the  money  had  been  diverted  into  some 
other  ohannel.  The  question  of  maintaining 
the  roads  there  had  been  brought  before  the 
House  on  several  occasions.  It  had  been 
brought  forward  year  after  year  by  the  local 
bodi^,  apd  numerous  petitions  had  been  sent 
to  the  House  asking  that  something  should 
be  done.  Of  course,  he  was  aware  that  all 
Governments  had  a  difficulty  in  taking  over 
main  roads,  for  this  reason :  that  probably 
other  parts  of  the  colony  would  ask  for  the 
same  privilege.  Still,  this  part  of  the  colony 
was  not  in  the  same  position  as  other  parts, 
and  whether  the  Government  would  decide  to 
make  these  colonial  roads  or  put  a  special  vote 
on  t^e  estimates  for  them,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say,  but  there  was  no  doubt  that  if  the 
Government  wished  that  portion  of  the  colony 
to  progress  and  keep  pace  with  other  parts 
flome  provision  would  have  to  be  made  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads  there,  otherwise  in- 
land communication  would  entirely  cease.  The 
unfortunate  position  of  that  part  of  the  colony 
was  this:  that  the  roads  were  cut  up  by  the 
gum  traffic,  and  the  heaviest  portion  of  that 
traffic  was  in  the  winter  season.  He  ventured 
to  say  that  if  any  honourable  member  visited 
that  part  of  the  colony  now  he  would  find  the 
main  roads  impassable  for  horse  traffic,  to  say 
nothing  of  vehicle  traffic.  A  short  time  ago  the 
Dairy  Inspector  was  sent  up  from  Wellington 
to  address  the  settlers  there,  and  give  them 
some  information  with  regard  to  establishing 
dairy  factories,  but  he  found  the  roads  in 
such  a  condition  that  he  had  to  return,  and 
could  not  go  inland  to  the  scattered  settle- 
ments. It  had  recently  been  suggested  by 
the  settlers  up  there  that  the  Government 
should  bring  in  a  Bill  this  session  handing  over 
the  whole  of  the  gumfields  to  the  County  Coun- 
cils, in  order  to  assist  them  in  making  and 
maintaining  the  roads.  He  did  not  know 
trhether  the  Government  had  yet  received  the 
report  of  the  Gumfields  Commission,  but  he 
trusted  that  as  soon  as  that  report  reached 
their  hands  they  would  make  some  provision 
for  these  roads.  He  had  no  doubt  the  Com- 
missioners would  make  some  reference  to  the 
roads.  Then,  they  had  the  timber  traffic, 
which,  he  might  say,  was  a  new  thing  as  far 
as  the  roads  were  concerned.  The  forests  dis- 
posed of  previously  were  situated  on  the  banks 
of  rivers,  and  the  timber  was  removed  by 
floating ;  but  now  the  whole  of  the  timber  had 
to  be  dragged  over  the  roads,  and  the  result 
was  that  this  timber  traffic  had  out  up  the 
roads  very  much.  It  was  a  very  serious  matter 
for  the  settlers  there,  and,  seeing  that  the 
House  was  going  to  authorise  the  Government 
to  expend  £50,000  in  reading  one  small  estate 
of  eighty  thousand  acres  in  Canterbury,  to 
give  access  to  sections  for  some  114  settlers,  he 
thought  the  Government  should  make  some 
endeavour  to  keep  the  roads  in  the  North 
open  for  trehffic.  Again,  he  would  point  out 
the  difficulty  in  which  the  settlers  in  the  North 
were  placed,  because  large  areas  of  the  best 
land  in  the  district  belonged  to  the  Natives, 


who  contributed  nothing  in  the  way  of  local 
taxation.  The  settlers  had  never  had  any  as- 
sistance from  the  lands  purchased  by  the 
Crown,  but  they  had  to  carry  the  roads  through 
large  areas  of  Native  country.  From  these 
lands  they  got  no  assistance.  There  was  a 
Bill  now  on  the  Order  Paper  proposing  to  deal 
with  these  lands  and  to  bring  them  under 
local  taxation.  He  hoped  that  the  Bill  would 
become  law.  The  Government  would  see  the 
absolute  necessity  of  making  some  special  pro- 
vision to  meet  the  case.  CJnless  some  steps 
were  taken  to  maintain  the  roads,  the  whole  of 
the  settlers  and  young  men  would  leave  the 
district  and  seek  homes  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony  or  in  Australia.  They  were  becoming 
discouraged,  and  unless  some  provision  were 
made  to  assist  them  the  whole  system  of  local 
government  in  that  part  of  the  colony  must 
fall  to  pieces.  He  trusted  that  when  the  Public 
Works  Statement  came  down  they  would  find 
very  liberal  provision  made  for  that  portion 
of  the  colony.  He  had  much  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  amendment,  and  he  hoped  the 
other  members  who  were  interested  would  im- 
press upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of 
making  some  provision  for  roads  in  the  North. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  had  pleasure  in  supporting 
the  amendment.  He  had  been  a  resident  of 
the  North  of  Auckland  for  over  twenty  years, 
and  the  settlers  there  were  disheartened  from 
the  fact  that,  after  forty  years,  their  roads  at 
thet  present  time  were  in  their  existing  state. 
There  were  many  settlers  who  felt  it  would  be 
impossible  to  remain  there  much  longer  with- 
out any  roads.  They  had  no  roads  whatever, — 
simply  tracks, — emd  it  was  impossible  to  get  any 
assistance.  He  would  give  one  instance:  A 
case  had  occurred  at  Hokianga  where  a  doctor 
was  required  to  hold  an  inquest,  and  he  had  to 
go  by  sea  from  Auckland  in  order  to  get  to 
Hokianga  to  attend  the  inquest.  He  wished 
to  impress  the  House  with  the  fact  that  some 
assistance  should  be  given  by  the  Government 
to  open  up  their  northern  roads.  There  were 
large  areas  of  Native  land  in  the  North  that 
did  not  contribute  anything  to  the  local  rates. 
The  whole  burden  fell  upon  the  unfortunate 
settlers  who  were  scattered  over  the  district. 
They  had  large  areas  of  very  inferior  land  in 
the  district,  and  this  land  was  contributing 
more  to  the  general  revenue  of  the  colony  than 
any  other  portion  of  the  colony.  In  course  of 
time  the  gumfields  would  be  exhausted,  and 
the  local  bodies  had  levied  the  maximum  rate 
allowed  by  law.  What  was  called  the  Main 
North  Road  was  simply  a  road  on  paper,  and, 
if  any  one  attempted  to  go  from  Auckland  to 
the  North  Cape  it  would  probably  bo  two 
months  before  he  got  there.  Probably  he 
would  not  get  half-way.  There  were  no  roads, 
and  the  rivers  in  many  cases  were  not  bridged, 
the  result  being  that  the  settlers  were  simply 
imprisoned  for  five  or  six  months;  and  this  was 
the  case  on  both  the  western  and  the  eastern 
side  of  his  electoral  district,  and,  in  fact,  all 
over  the  district.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  see  their  way  to  take  the 
matter  up  and  to  maintain  the  Main  North 
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Boad;  or,  if  they  put  it  into  a  state  of  re- 
pair, be  believed  that  the  local  bodies  would 
exert  themselves  to  maintaia  the  by-roads,  so 
as  to  enable  the  settlers  to  get  on  to  the  main 
road.  Several  local  bodies  in  his  electorate  had 
come  to  the  determination  that  if  something 
were  not  done  they  would  give  up  taking  any 

?a>rt  in  local  affairs.  When  the  Minister  of 
jands  visited  this  district  in  1891  he  saw  for 
himself  the  state  of  things,  and  he  said  that 
the  half  had  nob  been  told,  and  that  he  had  no 
idea  that  the  roads  were  in  such  a  state.  He 
admitted  that  the  present  Government  had 
done  perhaps  more  than  any  other  Government 
in  his  memory,  but  they  had  not  done  half 
enough.  If  the  Government  could  see  their 
way  clear  to  take  over  the  main  road  the  local 
bodies  would  maintain  the  by-roads.  Ho  had 
much  pleasure  in  supporting  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  hardly  thought 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata 
could  have  been  in  earnest  when  he  moved 
his  amendment;  otherwise  he  thought  that 
he  would  have  consulted  the  other  members 
representing  the  electorates  through  which, 
the  Main  North  Boad  passes.  He  considered 
it  would  be  a  wrong  step  for  the  Government 
to  attempt  to  take  over  such  a  large  road  as 
this  main  road  north  of  Auckland,  as  in  his 
opinion  if  the  Government  were  to  undertake 
that  road  they  could  not  refuse  to  take  over 
other  main  roads  in  the  colony.  But  they  were 
in  duty  bound  to  render  some  assistance  to  the 
North  when  voting  money  for  road-works.  A 
very  large  population  resided  north  of  Auck- 
land, and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  on  the 
gumfields  a  large  number  of  men  were  em- 
ployed, and  more  was  contributed  by  them  in 
the  shape  of  Customs  duties  in  proportion  than 
by  those  living  in  the  main  centres.  The  Go- 
vernment had  during  the  last  eight  years  voted 
nothing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  main  road 
in  question,  or  for  roads  where  there  was  gum 
and  timber  traffic.  It  was  only  reasonable 
that,  now  the  Government  had  sold  a  number 
of  kauri  forests  in  the  North  at  fair  prices, 
the  Government  should  consider  the  struggling 
settlers  north  of  Auckland,  inasmuch  as  the 
district  was  practically  without  metal,  and  the 
roads  were  more  expensive  to  maintain,  conse- 
quent upon  the  heavy  gum  and  timber  traffic. 
He  thought  the  district  was  entitled  to  some 
consideration,  seeing  the  amount  of  revenue  it 
contributed.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands  had  stated  that  only  the  present 
Government  had  done  anything  for  the  districts 
north  of  Auckland,  and  more  than  had  been 
done  by  any  previous  Government.  He  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  honourable  member  to 
the  fact  that  during  the  sessions  of  1832  and 
1884  the  sum  of  £125,000  was  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment and  expended  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  County  Councils  in  the  North  of 
Auckland.  It  was  his  duty  to  point  that  fact 
out  to  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  said  that  south- 
em  members  had  no  idea  of  the  nature  of  the 
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roads  north  of  Auckland,  and  inferred  that  the 
roads  in  the  South  were  very  much  better  than 
in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  He  ventured  to 
say  that  he  had  as  much  experience  in  the 
matter  as  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Islands,  and  if  the  motion  were  amended  so 
as  to  apply  to  other  parts  he  would  be  prepared 
to  support  it.  During  the  discussion,  they  had 
heard  that  no  less  a  sum  than  £125,000  had 
been  spent  in  that  part  of  the  colony  north  of 
Waitemata.  Whilst  in  no  way  detracting  from 
what  the  Government  had  done  for  the  district 
he  represented — and  he  might  say  the  Minister 
of  Lands  had  met  him  in  a  fair  spirit  regarding 
anything  he  had  brought  under  his  notice — 
still,  in  mcuay  of  the  districts  in  Otago  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  useless  expenditure  going 
on.  They  had  surveyors  and  engineers  at  work 
in  the  district  he  represented,  and  instead  of 
making  a  road  in  the  direction  of  settlement 
they  would  lay  it  out  away  from  such  settle- 
men  t^  He  thought  that  roads  should  be  made 
where  the  settlers  were  living,  and  that  country 
where  there  were  no  settlers  should  be  left 
for  the  future.  Begajrding  the  requests  that 
might  be  urged  in  the  House  for  extension 
of  these  conveniences  to  the  people,  it  ought 
not  to  be  considered  a  personal  matter  on 
the  part  of  those  who  represented  these  dis- 
tricts. The  settlers  in  these  districts  were 
the  pioneers,  and  the  Gk>vernment  should 
assist  them,  so  that  people  in  the  cities  might 
have  the  opportunity  of  forming  homes  for 
themselves.  It  would  relieve  the  '*  unemployed" 
difficulty  by  drawing  them  from  the  cities.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  Minister  would  not  take 
this  motion  as  being  one  affecting  only  the 
North  of  Auckland,  but  would  regard  it  as 
having  a  general  application. 

Mr.  SHERA  thought  it  would  be  admitted 
that  the  representatives  of  the  northern  part  of 
the  North  Island  had  made  out  a  good  case — 
an  unanswerable  case — and  he  hoped  the 
Minister  would  accept  the  amendment ;  and, 
if  he  did  not  accept  the  amendment,  that  he 
would  give  a  promise  that  a  very  large  sum 
would  be  placed  on  the  estimates  for  roads 
north  of  Auckland — a  sum  of  at  least  £25,000. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  very  much  regretted  that 
the  sincerity  of  the  honourable  member  who 
moved  the  amendment  had  been  doubted,  be- 
cause there  was  such  urgent  necessity  for 
assistance  that  he  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  must  have  been  sincere  in  moving 
the  amendment.  It  had  been  pointed  out  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  consulted 
the  city  members;  but  perhaps  in  the  past 
the  city  members  had  not  given  the  assist- 
ance to  the  neglected  North  they  should  have 
given.  However,  he  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Bay  of  Islands  had  made  out  a  very 
good  case.  The  North  of  Auckland  had  been 
very  exceptionally  situated.  It  had  received 
very  little  expenditure  in  the  way  of  railways ; 
and  it  had  received  very  little,  despite  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden  had  said,  in  the 
way  of  expenditure  upon  roads.  The  Minister 
of  Lands  told  him  a  year  or  two  ago,  when  he 
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Tinted  that  place,  that  the  land  was  as  good  as 
was  to  be  foand  in  any  part  of  the  oolony,  al- 
though it  was  somewhat  patchy;  but  it  was 
a  matter  of  extreme  surprise  to  him  how  the 
settleis  managed  to  get  to  and  from  their  farms : 
he  said  the  roads  in  many  places  were  not  fit 
for  horse-traffic,  far  less  for  vehicle- traffic.  The 
Minister  would  be  doing  well  if  he  gave  some 
encouragement  to  the  hieird-working  and  long- 
negleetcd  settlers  of  the  North  of  Auckland.  As 
htf  as  he  (Mr.  Thompson)  was  concerned,  the 
Northern  members  woula  have  no  reason  to 
complain  of  his  not  assisting  them,  for  he 
would  always  be  prepared  to  help  them  in 
this  and  other  matters. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  was  prepared  to  assist  the 
members  from  the  North  of  Auckland ;  but  he 
thought  there  were  other  parts  of  the  Auckland 
District  which  were  as  much  in  need  of  roads, 
and  he  hoped  that  whatever  was  done  it  would 
be  made  general.  The  southern  portion  of  the 
Provincial  District  of  Auckland  was,  he  be- 
lieved, in  a  far  worse  position  in  regard  to 
roads  than  the  North  of  Auckland  was.  The 
Bouthecn  part  of  the  provincial  district  had 
been  neglected  for  years  past.  Some  years  ago 
large  sums  of  money  were  voted  for  roads  and 
bridges  north  of  Auckland,  and  nothing  was 
voted,  so  far  as  he  remembered,  for  similar 
works  south  of  Auckland.  The  roads  south  of 
Auckland  were,  as  many  honourable  members 
knew,  in  a  worse  condition  than  those  north 
of  Auckland.  He  was  sure  there  were  honour- 
able gentiemen  in  that  House  who  had  travelled 
through  the  Botorua  district,  and  who  knew 
the  state  of  the  roads  in  that  part  of  the 
colony.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  North  of 
Auckland  members  obtaining  what  was  neces- 
sary, but  he  thought  what  was  done  ought  to 
be  general.  The  Te  Aroha  and  Botorua  Bail- 
ways  had  no  feeders,  and  he  thought  roads 
should  be  made  from  the  coast  to  these  lines. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  in 
any  arrangement  he  might  make  with  the 
North  of  Auckland  members,  would  see  that 
the  southern  portion  of  the  Auckland  Pro- 
vincial District  was  attended  to  as  well. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  question  of  roads 
north  of  Auckland  had  found  a  place  in  suc- 
cessive estimates  for  many  years,  and  they 
still  found  the  subject,  as  fishermen  would  say, 
"  All  alive,  oh  1 "  It  was  Very  much  alive  in- 
deed. The  Auckland  members  had  taken  the 
opportunity  of  bewailing  the  wrongs  of  the 
settlers  north  of  Auckland  and  in  other  pares 
of  that  provincial  district.  They  were  suffer- 
ing from  want  of  roads  ;  but,  as  far  as  he  could 
understand,  they  had  at  least  the  lines  laid  out 
on  which  good  roads  could  be  made.  He  was 
sorry,  however,  that  in  the  Wairarapa  they 
were  very  much  worse  off  than  that.  They 
had  not  got  the  land  on  which  the  local  bodies 
could  make  the  roads.  Successive  Govern- 
ments, commencing  with  the  Provincial  Qo- 
vemment,  had  been  perfectly  content  to  pocket 
the  money  for  the  land  sold  to  the  settlers, 
and  made  no  provision  whatever  for  roads  that 
oonld  be  used  for  taking  the  produce  to  market. 
He  would  like  very  much  to  branch  off  upon  a 
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kindred  subject  that  was  before  the  House  very 
prominently  last  session,  but  he  was  afraid 
the  rules  of  debate  would  scarcely  permit  his 
doing  so.  He  would,  therefore,  not  digress, 
but  content  himself  with  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  Premier,  in  dealing  with  this  question* 
would  include  the  whole  oolony. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  visit  the  dis- 
trict after  the  session  and  see  for  himself. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  the  Wairarapa  had 
even  prior  claims  to  the  North  of  Auckland. 

Mr.  HABKNESS  said,  if  the  speeches  of 
honourable  members  from  the  North  of  Auck- 
land proved  anything,  it  was  that  we  should 
have  some  more  efficient  mode  of  local  govern- 
ment. The  important  matters  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  colony  —  namely.  Native 
land,  and  other  important  questions  —  sank 
into  insignificance  as  compared  with  the 
necessity  for  the  reorganization  of  the  whole 
system  of  local  government.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  we  had  too  much  local  government. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  member 
was  travelling  beyond  the  question  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  HABKNESS  said  he  had  no  de^  to 
transgress  the  rules  of  debate :  there  was  an 
intimate  relation  between  the  amendment  and 
local  finance.  There  was  no  reason  that  the 
main  road  north  of  Auckland  should  be  spe- 
cially dealt  with,  or  that  the  Wairarapa  roads 
should  be  treated  in  a  similar  manner,  or  that 
the  main  trunk  road  from  Nelson  to  BuUer 
should  be  specially  dealt  with;  but  the  Go- 
vernment should  bring  in  some  measure  of 
local  government,  and  give  to  the  bodies  now 
in  existence  better  means  to  maintain  the 
roads,  without  coming  to  the  Colonial  Ex- 
chequer. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  all  the  Auckland  mem- 
bers who  had  spoken  upon  this  question  were 
staunch  Government  supporters,  therefore 
there  was  no  necessity  for  making  this  road. 
But  he  did  wish  to  maJEe  a  remark  with  regard 
to  a  road  in  the  Wellington  Provincial  Dis« 
trict.  The  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei 
referred  to  a  road  some  weeks  ago — namely, 
the  road  from  the  Oroua  Biver  to  the  Apiti 
Block.  If  the  Government  had  money  to 
spend  on  roads  for  opening  up  new  coimtry, 
that  was  a  place  where  something  ought  to  be 
spent. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  not  keeping  to  the  question. 

Mr.  FISHEB  merely  wished  to  say  that  he 
agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for  the 
East  Coast  that  it  would  be  much  better  for 
the  Government  to  deal  with  this  subject  in  a 
general  way. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  said  he  was  not  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Government,  and  he  also  was  an 
Auckland  member.  He  desired  to  point  out,  in 
connection  with  the  North  of  Auckland,  that 
that  district  received  large  sums  of  money  in 
lieu  of  irailways  at  one  time.  There  was  one 
vote  of  £100,000  he  knew  of,  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  they  managed  to  get  the  Mangere 
Bridge  out  of  it.  It  had  been  said  that  there 
were  no  railways  in  the  North  of  Auckland,  but 
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he  might  mention  that  there  were  the  Helens- 
yUle  line,  the  Whangarei  line,  and  the  Kaihn 
Valley  line.  There  had  heen  large  yotes  for 
the  extension  of  the  line  from  Helensrille 
northward,  and  for  other  works.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  the  Government  were  carrying  on  co- 
operative works  to  a  large  extent.  Then,  he 
might  mention  that  £67,000  was  practically 
wasted  over  special  settlements.  Instead  of 
the  men  being  put  on  to  make  good  roads,  they 
simply  made  small  drains  and  tunnels  about 
the  ground — in  fact,  they  simply  made  a  farce 
of  the  whole  business.  Up  to  the  present  time 
the  North  of  Auckland  had  received  large  sums 
of  money,  which  they  had  muddled  away.  The 
House  had  constantly  been  giving  them  large 
sums  of  money.  He  intended  to  support  the 
honourable  member  in  getting  this  money,  but 
it  was  quite  unfair  to  try  to  make  out  that 
the  present  Government  had  done  more  than 
any  other  Government ;  and  to  laud  them  up 
in  the  ears  of  the  country  when  they  knew 
that  the  Government  merely  gave  a  sum 
for  particular  works,  which  they  were  told 
at  the  time  would  be  of  no  use,  and  when 
they  really  needed  all  the  money  they  could  get 
to  spend  on  roads,  was  quite  absurd.  When 
the  necessity  for  the  roads  was  talked  of  at 
that  time,  the  honourable  member  for  Mars- 
den  said,  **  Oh !  no;  we  want  a  railway  to  Puhi- 
puhi,"  or  something  of  that  kind;  and  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  said 
that  he  wanted  a  railway  also  to  some  other 
place.  Money  spent  upon  railway-construction 
was  spent  to  no  purpose  when  they  had  good 
water-communication,  as  in  those  districts 
they  had ;  and  had  they  taken  the  money  that 
had  been  wasted  on  these  railways  and  spent 
it  upon  roads  the  country  would  have  been 
far  better  ofi  than  it  was  at  the  present  day. 
They  had  simply  been  wasting  their  heritage  in 
useless  railways — railways  that  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  of  the  slightest  use  for  many  years  to 
oome.  That  was  what  they  had  been  doing 
with  the  public  money,  instead  of  expending 
it  upon-  a  good  many  roads.  Only  the  other 
day  the  House  passed  a  Veiiioles-licensing  Bill, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  provide  money  for 
the  maintenance  of  roads  North  of  Auckland. 
Well,  he  admitted  that  the  roads  there  were  in 
a  bad  state,  but  the  roads  south  of  Auckland 
were  in  just  as  bad  a  state.  The  districts 
south  of  Auckland  had  got  very  few  sums  from 
different  Governments  for  the  improvement  of 
their  roads,  but  they  had  not  gone  in  for  such 
wholesale  begging  as  was  going  on  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
put  a  good  sum  on  the  estimates,  and  that,  if 
they  were  going  to  attend  to  the  roads  north  of 
Auckland,  they  would  also  give  some  attention 
to  those  south  of  Aucklcuad  as  well.  They  all 
knew  what  the  roads  in  new  districts  were  like, 
more  particularly  if  those  roads  ran  through 
the  bush,  where  the  rain  hung  on  the  trees 
and  kept  the  roads  muddy.  It  was  the  same 
up  North  in  that  respect  as  it  was  in  some 
other  parts  of  the  colony.  He  remembered 
that  when  the  Thames  diggings  broke  out  there 
could  not  be  worse  roads  anywhere  than  they 
Mr,  Buekland 


had  there  then.  It  was  absolutely  impossible 
to  use  them.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
spend  a  little  more  money  upon  the  roads ;  and, 
in  making  the  remarks  he  had  made,  he  had 
desired  to  show  that  the  North  Auckland  dis- 
trict had  not  been  so  entirely  neglected  in  the 
past  as  some  honourable  members  wished  to 
make  out.  The  Government  would  have  done 
much  better  if  they  had  devoted  their  attention 
to  improving  the  roads  in  that  district,  instead 
of  taking  money  and  spending  it  upon  railways 
which  were  utterly  useless. 

Mr.  BBUCE  just  wished  to  say  he  intended 
to  support  the  amendment  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitemata.  This  question 
of  roads,  ever  since  he  had  been  in  the  House, 
had  been  dealt  with  in  an  extremely  happy- 
go-lucky  manner.  He  intended  to  support  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata,  for  this 
reason:  that  the  solution  of  the  matter  ap- 
peared to  be  that  the  Government  ought  to 
make  the  main  arterial  roads  of  the  country, 
because  all  classes  of  the  community  were 
directly  or  indirectly  benefited  by  the  construc- 
tion of  these  roads.  He  had  heard  nothing 
that  night,  in  connection  with  the  complaint 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Oity, 
as  to  whether  the  people  in  that  district  had 
taken  advantage,  as  those  further  south  had 
done,  of  the  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Act. 

Mr.  Palmer.— We  have.  Sir. 

Mr.  BBUCE  just  wished  to  say  that  he  quite 
agreed  with  what  had  already  been  said  that 
night :  that  if  this  matter  o!  road-construction 
was  to  be  taken  over  by  the  Government  ib 
ought  to  be  given  a  general  application.  In 
his  immediate  district  the  people  had  made  all 
their  roads  by  means  of  the  Gh)verimient  Ldans 
to  Local  Bodies  Act,  and  they  had  never  got 
the  "thirds"  either.  It  was  the  most  rapidly- 
growing  district  in  the  colony,  and  yet  never 
since  he  had  been  in  the  House  this  *^time  had 
he  been  able  to  get  one  sixpence  from  the 
Government  for  roads  in  that  district.  The 
Government  ought  to  take  that  into  their  seri- 
ous consideration.  The  tracks  in  his  elec- 
torate were  all  but  impassable,  and,  although 
the  bulk  of  the  settlers  were  poor,  they  took 
upon  themselves  the  ^responsibility  of  making 
use  of  the  means  offered  in  the  Act  he  had  men- 
tioned to  construct  the  roads  they  so  urgently 
needed.  If  they  were  so  badly  off  in  the  North 
of.  Auckland  they  ought  to  take  a  leaf  out  of 
the  book  of  the  settlers  in  his  district  as  to 
the  way  in  which  the  thing  should  be  done. 
He  hoped,  in  any  case,  the  application  of  this 
question  would  be  general,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  pay  attention  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  arterial  roads  of  the  country,  those 
in  the  Bangitikei  District  included. 

Mr.  BIGHABDSON  thought  the  members 
representing  Auckland,  and  the  North  of  Auck- 
land in  particular,  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  point  of  view  from  which  this  ques- 
tion was  regarded  by  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Speaking  at  Fortrose  on  the  14th  or 
15th  June  last,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  said, — 

*'  He  wished  to  refer  to  another  point,  and 
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that  was  with  regard  to  the  statement  that  a 
memher  who  represented  a  constituency  and 
who  had,  perhaps,  been  unfortunate  enough  to 
obtain  a  seat  in  a  Ministry  should  work  for  the 
interest  of  the  colony  first  and  then  his  con- 
stituency afterwards.  .  .  .  There  should  be 
plain  speaking  upon  this  point.  Every  part  of 
the  colony,  when  it  comes  to  the  preparation 
of  the  estimates,  had  to  be  considered,  and  if  a 
member  did  not  apply  at  the  right  time  for  any 
assistance  his  district  wanted  he  was  left  out  in 
the  allocation  of  the  money.  He  declined  to 
be  compared  to  a  parish  politician  for  attending 
to  his  district.  It  was  his  duty  to  do  his  best 
for  his  constituents,  and  in  doing  so  he  felt  he 
was  also  promoting  the  interests  of  the  colony 
generally." 

If  that  lesson  was  being  acted  on  now,  the 
Premier  had  only  to  thank  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer for  enunciating  it. 

Captain  BUSSELL  felt  that  he  must  follow 
the  example  that  had  been  given  him  by  urging 
that,  if  there  were  to  be  roads  made  north  of 
Auckland,  if  they  were  to  be  properly  continued 
they  would  run  right  down  the  eastern  coast. 
But  they  would  not  reach  the  district  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent.  The  people  of 
ibis  East  Coast  district  had  never  been  sturdy 
beggars,  and  he  merely  wished  to  place  on 
record  the  fact  that  this  district  had  never 
been  properly  treated.  It  had  never  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  a  vote  of  £100,000,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  North  Auckland  district;  yet  it  was  a 
district  of  unexampled  fertility.  Taking  the 
whole  of  that  country,  say,  from  a  few  miles 
north  of  Kapier  right  up  to  the  Thames  dis- 
trict, it  could  be  said  with  perfect  truth  that, 
although  it  had  been  represented  by  able  mem- 
bers, they  had  not  been  able  to  get  any  money 
out  of  the  Government ;  and  the  consequence 
was  that  this  extremely  productive  district  had 
been  entirely  neglected.  He  thought  it  was 
time  the  Government  took  the  matter  seriously 
into  its  consideration.  The  people  there,  for 
whom  he  had  the  highest  respect,  had  con- 
tributed a  very  great  deal  of  the  taxation  of 
the  country  ;  and  yet  their  contribution  to  the 
taxation  had  never  been  recognised  in  any  way 
at  all.  They  had  been  treated  from  year  to 
year  as  if  they  were  not  entitled  to  receive  any- 
thing. Nothing  had  been  done  in  the  shape  of 
pubUc  works,  except,  perhaps,  the  construction 
of  a  breakwater,  and  even  that  they  had  had 
to  pay  for.  With  that  single  exception  they 
had  had  no  public  works  of  any  description. 
If,  therefore,  there  was  to  be  a  scramble  for 
public  money  this  district  had  a  risht  to  its 
share.  He  wished  to  place  on  record  the  fact 
that  it  had  always  been  neglected. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  did  not  represent  a 
country  constituency,  but  he  took  much  in- 
terest in  the  District  of  Masterton,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  that  district  had  several 
times  in  the  House  drawn  a  picture  of  the 
urgent  necessity  that  existed  in  a  portion  of 
that  district  —  the  Forty-mile  Bush — which 
was  in  a  more  desperate  condition,  according 
to  him,  than  the  north  of  Auckland ;  and  in 
ius  absenee  ho  might,  therefore,  put  in  a  good 


word  in  the  interests  of  the  District  of  Master- 
ton.  The  Government  ought  to  improve  that 
part  of  the  country  by  the  construction  of 
roads.  The  settlers  there  were  mostly  poor 
leasehold  people,  who  could  not  afford  to  pay 
taxation ;  and  if  that  district  was  to  be  deve- 
loped it  was  imperative  that  the  Government 
should  render  assistance.  If  the  Government 
saw  their  way  to  improve  that  district  by  better 
road-communication  he  would  be  happy  to 
support  them.  There  was  no  district  that 
called  more  urgently  for  assistance  than  that 
represented  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Masterton. 
Amendment  negatived. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  STATEMENT. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  he  did  not  propose  to 
obstruct  business,  or  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  more  than  two  minutes ;  but  he  thought 
the  occasion  was  one  which  ought  not  to  be 
passed  by  without  a  few  remarks.  He  was 
going  to  ask  the  Premier  to  give  the  House  an 
assurance  as  to  the  course  which  he  proposed 
to  take  with  regard  to  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment and  the  public- works  estimates,  and  to 
press  upon  him  to  give  the  House  an  assurance 
that  if  they  went  into  the  estimates  that  night 
it  would  only  be  to  take  a  small  amount  of  those 
estimates,  and  that  he  would  state  a  definite 
date  for  bringing  down  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment. The  debate  which  had  taken  place  was 
a  striking  example  of  the  necessity  that  existed 
for  the  House  having  before  it  on  an  occasion 
of  this  kind  the  whole  scheme  of  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  witih  reference  to  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment. He  thought  it  was  Sir  Julius  Yogel  who 
stated  some  years  ago  that  the  day  was  ap- 
proaching when  the  word  "road"  or  "bridge" 
would  never  be  mentioned  in  the  House,  ex- 
cept for  the  purpose  of  members  congratulating 
themselves  that  full  provision  had  been  made 
for  giving  effect  to  the  scheme  of  public  works 
in  connection  with  local  government.  He 
thought  they  were  getting  further  and  further 
from  a  day  when  any  Government  could  tackle 
that  question  of  local  government  and  make 
a  proper  provision  for  the  execution  of  roads. 
There  was  no  question  that  the  policy  of  the 
country  at  the  present  time  was — roads,  roads, 
roads ;  and  he  hoped  the  Premier  would  give 
them  an  assurance  that  he  would  enable  them 
to  consider  the  whole  scheme  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Government  at  an  early  date.  It 
was  not  fair  or  right  to  have  the  Public  Works 
Statement  put  off,  as  it  was  the  previous  year, 
until  the  last  days  of  the  session — to  a  time 
when  notice  had  been  given  for  the  suspension 
of  Standing  Orders,  to  wind  up  the  work  of 
the  session.  Nothing,  he  thought,  was  more 
humiliating  than  the  course  taken  last  year 
by  the  Government  in  respect  to  the  Public 
Works  Statement;  and  he  hoped  that,  all 
party  considerations  apart,  the  House  would 
help  him  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Government  the  necessity  of  not  repeating  the 
state  of  things   that   ooourred   the   previous 
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yoftr.  The  pnbllc-workfl  estimates  were  con- 
olnded  at  half -paflt  seven  in  the  morning,  and 
thej  sat  up  tne  whole  night  taking  them 
through.  Was  that  a  proper  state  of  things  ? 
Was  it  right  that  members  should  go  home  to 
their  several  districts  and  say  that  the  public- 
works  estimates  were  forced  through  dj  the 
Ministry  without  amendment  during  the  whole 
hours  of  a  long  night  ?  It  was  not  right,  now 
that  they  proposed  to  institute  a  scheme  of 
public  works  based  upon  revenue,  that  they 
should  not,  in  dealing  with  the  general  esti- 
mates, have  before  them  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  public  works.  It 
was  all  the  more  necessary  because  the  land 
revenue  was  becoming  part  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  and  they  had  a  right  to  know  what  they 
were  going  to  do.  He  had  no  wish  to  revive 
the  financial  debate,  but  he  was  one  of  those 
who  believed  that  the  Government  ought  to 
take  the  House  into  its  confidence.  It  was 
necessary  to  maintain  a  strong  finance;  and 
honourable  members,  when  they  went  to  their 
homes,  should  be  able  to  show  to  their  con- 
stituents that  they  took  an  intelligent  interest 
in  bringing  that  about.  The  Public  Works 
Statement  had  been  brought  down  at  different 
dates  in  different  years.  He  did  not  at  all 
pretend  to  say  that  one  Government  was  much 
better  than  another  in  this  repect,  but  he  did 
not  think  that  was  any  reason  for  following  in 
the  same  track  and  making  the  same  mistakes. 
Indeed,  there  was  now  a  different  state  of  things. 
Previously  public  works  were  carried  on  out  of 
loan ;  now  they  were  constructed  out  of  revenue ; 
and  that  was  the  reason  why  it  was  essential  to 
make  a  change  in  the  course  that  was  adopted. 
He  had  before  him  a  statement  of  the  dates  on 
which  the  Public  Works  Statements  had  been 
brought  down  in  previous  years.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 
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This  year  they  had  been  already  fifty- three  days 
in  session,  and  they  were  told  by  the  Premier 
the  reason  why  he  had  not  given  them  the 
public-works  estimates  was  that  all  interest 
in  public  works  would  be  gone  when  he 
brought  down  his  Statement. 
Mr,  Bolleston 


Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  not  what  he 
said. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said,  Well,  it  was  some- 
thing very  like  it ;  it  was  to  the  effect  that 
honourable  members  could  not  be  expected  to 
give  attention  to  work  after  it  had  been  brought 
down.  They  were  not  worthy  of  a  place  in 
that  House  if  their  attention  to  large  measures 
could  not  be  counted  on  after  the  proposals 
for  a  few  roads  and  bridges  had  been  brought 
down.  He  hoped  the  Premier  would  give  them 
his  assurance,  first  with  regard  to  that  night* 
that  he  would  not  endeavour  to  force  through 
anything  more  than  a  few  of  the  ordinary  items ; 
and,  secondly,  that  he  would  bring  down  the 
Public  Works  Statement  at  an  early  date,  before 
going  at  any  length  into  the  estimates. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  thought  the  discussion  on 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata  had  shown  very  conclusively  that 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Grovernment 
seriously  to  consider  the  question  of  local 
government,  and  he  regretted  very  much  that 
the  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
prevented  their  bringing  down  this  session 
a  comprehensive  measure  on  the  question. 
They  had  had  the  time  of  the  House  occupied 
since  eleven  o'clock,  and  had  heard  twelve 
or  fifteen  honourable  members  speaking  all 
upon  the  question  of  making  a  road  or  roads 
North  of  Auckland.  The  time  of  the  House 
was  constantly  taken  up  in  discussing  small 
local  matters.  They  were  very  likely  im- 
portaut  matters  to  the  districts;  but  they 
were  matters  of  local  government;  and  what 
was  really  wanted  was  a  strong  system  of 
local  government  to  be  brought  into  force,  with 
a  sound  finance,  and  a  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  local  governing  bodies,  so  that  they 
could  decide  all  questions  which  might  properly 
be  relegated  to  local  governing  bodies.  Then 
the  Parliament  would  have  time  to  dis- 
charge the  proper  functions  it  had  to  perform, 
and  not  have  most  of  the  time  of  the  session 
taken  up  in  discussing  matters  which  were 
really  matters  of  local  government.  One  re- 
mark made  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
he  thought,  was  a  very  unfortunate  one.  That 
honourable  gentleman  said  the  reason  for 
bringing  down  the  Public  Works  Statement 
now  was  that  we  were  going  to  expend  money 
on  public  works  out  of  revenue,  whereas  in 
previous  years  it  had  been  out  of  loans ;  there- 
fore there  was  the  more  necessity  to  discuss 
the  question  as  to  how  that  should  be  expended 
than  there  was  when  they  were  out  of  loan. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  what  he  had  stated 
was,  that  there  was  the  more  reason  now  for 
discussing  the  public- works  estimates  in  con- 
nection with  the  fund  from  which  they  were  to- 
come.  They  were  dealing  with  the  Consolidated 
Fund — that  is,  the  taxation  of  the  people — and 
therefore  it  was  the  more  necessary  to  have  the 
works  before  them  that  were  to  come  out  of 
that  fund. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  failed  to  see  that  his  argu- 
ment  was  in  any  way  altered.  How  was  it 
possible,  or  wsts  there  anything  in  his  oonten- 
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tion,  to  say  that  loan-money  should  be  less 
considered  in  the  way  of  its  application  or 
expenditure  than  money  got  from  taxation  ?  It 
came  to  exactly  the  same  thing.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  say  that,  there  was  no 
reason  for  his  mentioning  the  subject  at  all. 
He  thought  whether  the  money  came  out  of 
loan  or  from  taxation  the  same  duty  was 
cast  on  every  member  of  the  Hoase,  and  upon 
the  Government,  to  see  that  it  was  spent  in 
fhe  most  wise  and  proper  direction.  There- 
fore there  was  no  more  necessity  now  for  an 
early  delivery  of  the  Statement  than  there  was 
when  millions  of  money  was  being  spent  out  of 
loan.  He  only  rose,  however,  for  the  purpose 
of  particularly  emphasizing  the  absolute  neces- 
sity for  this  or  any  Government  that  might 
occupy  those  benches  to  consider  the  most  im- 
portuit  question  that  Parliament  had  to  deal 
with — that  of  local  government;  and  he  did 
hope  that  this  Government  would  before  long 
bring  forward  a  scheme,  even  if  only  to  lay  it 
before  the  House  for  discussion,  so  that  the 
electors  of  the  country  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  question  and  re  burn- 
ing members  pledged  to  deal  with  it.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  do  that  before 
the  session  closed,  and  he  would  sooner  see 
that  done  than  see  passed  a  good  many  of  the 
Bflls  which  they  had  brought  down. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Halswell  was  slightly  in  error  in 
the  way  he  had  put  the  date  of  the  Pablic 
Works  Statement  m  1884.  The  fact  regarding 
1884  was  that  he  had  ^lixed  up  two  sessions. 
There  was  a  second  session,  in  which  they  did 
not  meet  till  August ;  but  the  Ministry  was  not 
formed  till  the  3rd  September,  and  the  State- 
ment was  brought  down  on  the  24th  October. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that  made  fifty-one 
days. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  was  so.  He  agreed 
that  the  Statement  should  be  brought  down 
speedily.  And  he  did  not  think  that  it  was 
nnreasonable  to  ask  that  it  should  be  brought 
down  as  soon  as  possible,  and  he  did  not  think 
any  Statement  should  be  left  till  the  end  of 
the  session.  He  had  been  always  opposed  to 
that  when  he  was  in  the  House  before ;  and  no 
doubt  the  Premier  would  give  a  promise  that 
he  would  bring  it  down  shortly.  He  wished, 
however,  to  say  this,  further :  that  he  did  not 
speak  on  the  question  of  the  roads  north  of 
Auckland,  because  it  was  made  local  in  its  appli- 
cation ;  but  he  agreed  with  several  honouraole 
members  that  there  was  a  need  of  something 
being  done  in  dealing  with  the  main  roads  in 
those  districts  where  they  had  small  rating- 
powers.  In  his  opinion  there  would  have  to  be 
a  distinction  drawn  between  the  two  classes 
of  districts  in  the  colony,  and  those  long-settled, 
and  where  there  was  property  that  could  be 
»ted,  ought  not  to  get  the  same  aid  by  way 
of  subsidy  as  those  which  had  no  rating-area. 
Ihe  oolony  would  have  to  recognise  this,  and  if 
any  aid  by  subsidy  at  all  was  granted  they 
should  recognise  also  the  roads  that  might  be 
termed  main  arterial  lines.  The  Government 
WM  now  paying  large  sums  for  the  road  be- 


tween Ghristchurch  and  the  West  Coast:  be 
believed  it  was  about  £12,000  a  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  amount  paid  for  the 
road  between  Nelson  and  Hokitika  was  £8,000, 
and  for  the  road  between  Ghristchurch  and 
Hokitika,  £8,000. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  understood  that  a  subsidy 
was  also  paid  for  North  Island  roads.  With 
regard  to  the  principles  of  local  government,  he 
recognised  that  something  would  have  to  be 
done  in  that  matter  —  not  with  regard  to 
form,  but  with  regard  to  finance.  That  was 
really  the  trouble  with  the  whole  of  the  loceJ 
bodies.  If  they  had  plenty  of  money  the  pre- 
sent system  would  do  well  enough.  And  he 
believed  what  he  had  suggested  over  and  over 
again  would  have  to  be  carried  out  —  that,  if 
they  had  their  land  let  on  perpetual  lease,  that 
should  be  made  endowments  for  the  local  bodies. 
Those  people  who  were  constantly  preaching 
about  selling  the  Crown  land  and  turning  it 
into  freehold  were  doing  their  best  to  stop  any 
sound  local  finance  in  the  colony.  He  believed 
the  only  chance  of  stable  local  finance  was  by 
leasing  the  land  on  perpetual  lease,  and  giving 
the  rents  to  the  local  bodies.  As  to  charitable 
aid,  they  ought  to  have  a  large  reserve  of  a 
million  acres,  as  he  had  previously  advocated, 
and  the  rents  ought  to  be  divided  according  to 
population  throughout  the  oolony — he  did  not 
care  where  the  land  was  situated.  He  had  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  Premier  would  give 
a  reasonable  promise  about  the  Public  Works 
Statement. 

Captain  RUSSELL  thought  he  remembered 
some  years  ago  suggesting  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  that  there  should  be 
some  system  of  granting  subsidies  to  local 
bodies  on  a  principle  of  granting  them  on  an 
inverse  ratio  to  the  rateable  value  of  districts. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  was  the  only  way  l^ 
which  subsidies  should  be  granted.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  that  the  present  system  was  quite 
absurd,  and  ought  to  be  changed.  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Grey  seemed  to  quite 
misapprehend  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  in  the  matter  of  the 
Public  Works  Statement ;  and  he  thought  the 
Premier  ought  to  give  the  Opposition  credit 
for  its  extreme  moderation  in  regard  to  that 
Statement.  He  claimed  that  the  whole  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  colony  should  be  sub- 
mitted in  one.  If  public  works  were  to  be 
carried  on  for  the  future  out  of  revenue  the 
whole  system  of  finance  of  the  Government 
should  hinge  upon  the  amount  of  receipts  and 
expenditure  including  public  works,  and  he 
was  not  sure  that,  if  tne  Opposition  were  a 
little  bit  stronger,  it  would  not  be  their  duty 
to  make  a  serious  debate  on  the  subject  of  the 
withholding  of  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
and  divide  the  House  uf>on  it;  but  he  re- 
cognised that  they  were  in  such  a  minority 
at  present  that  it  would  be  futile  to  raise  a 
debate ;  but  it  was  a  matter  of  the  most  serious 
importance.  The  whole  finance  seemed  to  him 
to  he  brought  down  piecemeal.  There  was  the 
subject  of  Colonel  Fox's  report.  There  were 
various  suggestions  in  that  for  improving  the 
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annament  of  the  colony  or  mcreasing  the 
Volanteers ;  and,  if  they  started  now  and  went 
through  the  estimates  as  far  as  their  endurance 
would  allow,  they  would  do  so  without  heing 
told  anything  ahout  public  works  or  the  amount 
of  money  the  Government  proposed  to  spend 
in  improving  the  defences  of  the  colony.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  they  were  now  going  into 
the  estimates  without  knowing  what  the  total 
expenditure  was  to  be.  They  would  be  voting 
money  blindly,  without  knowing  what  were  the 
proposals  with  regard  to  defence  and  public 
works.  It  would  be  futile  of  the  Opposition 
to  divide  the  House,  but  he  felt  they  were 
not  being  properly  treated  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  propose  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House,  because  he  had  no 
wish  at  all  to  stop  the  Premier  from  getting 
into  Supply,  but  he  could  not  refrain  from  say- 
ing something  with  reference  to  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua.  That 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  they  would 
have  no  stable  local  government  until  they  had 
the  whole  of  the  lands  of  the  colony  under 
lease.    He  understood  him  to  say  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
had  it  on  his  notes  that  tne  honourable  mem- 
ber spoke  on  the  question,  That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  question. 
That  was  the  way  in  which  the  question  was 
put.  Having  spoken  upon  that,  he  took  it  the 
honourable  member  could  not  speak  again. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought,  if  he  was  not 
mistaken,  he  spoke  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  honourable  member  for  Waite- 
mata. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  position  with  re> 
gard  to  supply  was  peculiar :  that  was  to  say, 
the  procedure  differed  from  any  other  pro- 
cedure of  the  House.  When  an  amendment 
was  moved  on  going  into  Supply,  although  the 

general  question  was  one  which  admitted  of 
ebate  upon  almost  any  subject,  the  debate 
was  at  once  restricted  to  the  particular  amend- 
ment brought  forward.  But.  after  that  was 
disposed  of,  all  but  the  mover  and  seconder  of 
the  amendment  could  speak  to  the  general 
question  of  supply. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  where  the  difficulty 
had  arisen  in  the  colony  with  regard  to  local 
self-government.  Was  it  not  invariably  in  the 
poorer  districts  of  the  colony  ?  Where  was  the 
difficulty,  for  instance,  in  the  County  of  Sel- 
wyn,  Canterbury,  a  district  which  was  closely 
settled,  easily  roaded,  and  where  the  rates  re- 
quired were  easily  raised?  He  would  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman,  therefore,  with  regard 
to  the  remedy  he  proposed,  whether  or  not  he 
was  likely  to  have  less  difficulty  in  regard  to 
local  government  in  the  new  districts  where 
the  land  was  being  leased.  He  ventured  to 
say  the  difficulty  as  regarded  the  finance  of 
local  government  would  be  found  just  as  great 
under  the  new  leasing  as  under  the  old  freehold 
system.  With  regard  to  local  government,  they 
had  a  Bating  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
Captain  Rtusell 


man  could  not  speak  to  any  Bill  or  motion  oa 
the  Order  Paper,  nor  refer  to  a  previous  debate. 

^Ir.  BUCHANAN  said  he  merely  made  re- 
ference to  it,  as  they  were  invited  to  pass  le^-, 
lation  exempting  all  improvements  from  being 
rated  by  the  local  bodies.  Now,  if  that  were 
carried,  what  would  be  the  resulc?  Why, 
that  this  very  difficulty  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  regarding  the  poorer  lands  of  the- 
colony,  and  almost  invariably  as  to  the  districts 
which  required  a  much  larger  expenditure  to> 
make  the  roads,  would  be  seriously  intensified 
if  the  proposed  system  of  rating  were  carried, 
into  effect.  He  was  sure  a  great  deal  more 
noise  was  made  wjth  regard  to  the  so-called 
necessity  for  local  -  government  reform  than 
was  justified  by  the  actual  position.  It  was 
mainly  a  question  of  finance  for  the  poorer 
districts.  The  difficulties  in  connection  with 
the  subject  were  special  ones,  having  reference 
to  particular  districts,  and  he  thought  this  or 
the  succeeding  Parliament  should  face  the  dif- 
ficulty, and  effect  a  radical  improvement  with 
regard  to  these  districts. 

Mr.  HOGG  thought  the  argument  that  had 
been  used  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  that 
the  Public  Works  Statement  should  be  brought 
down  almost  simultaneously  with  the  Finan- 
cial Statement,  was  not  a  very  tenable  one. 
He  understood  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  when  the  public  works  had  to  be 
constructed  out  of  loan  there  was  then  some 
reason  for  an  interval  elapsing  between  the  two 
Statements,  but  now  the  works  had  to  be  con- 
structed out  of  consolidated  revenue  there  wa» 
no  reason  whatever  for  liny  interval  of  the  kind. 
Well,  he  was  unable  to  follow  this  line  of 
reasoning,  because  he  apprehended  that,  be- 
fore they  could  possibly  ascertain  the  actual 
revenue  that  was  likely  to  be  available  for 
public  works  they  must  first  have  considered, 
the  Financial  Statement  and  dealt  with  the 
estimates.  It  seemed  to  him  that  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  really  wished  the  Pre- 
mier and  the  Government  to  do  was,  to  use  a 
familiar  illustration,  to  put  the  cart  before  the 
horse.  He  had  no  doubt  the  Ministry  would 
do  their  duty  in  this  matter,  and  would  bring 
down  the  Statement  at  as  early  a  date  as  they 
possibly  could,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  thoughts 
the  Government  were  perfectly  right  in  de- 
manding that  the  estimates  should  be  fairly 
considered  and  dealt  with  before  this  State- 
ment was  produced.  With  regard  to  what  had 
been  said  about  the  wants  of  new  districted 
and  especially  the  requirementSL^of  the  districts 
north  of  Auckland,  he  should  like  to  see  some 
attention  devoted  to  the  requirements  of  the 
districts  north  of  Wellington.  If  there  was  a 
need  for  assistance  in  the  matter  of  roads  and 
bridges  in  any  part  of  New  Zealand,  it  was  in 
that  locality,  where  so  much  settlement  was- 
going  on.  The  position  of  many  of  the  settlers 
there  was  simply  deplorable,  and  he  trusted 
honouraUe  members  would  assist  the  Govern- 
ment in  endeavouring  to  act  a  generous  and 
sensible  part  in  helping  the  work  of  colonisa- 
tion in  the  Wairarapa  bush.  With  reference 
to  what  had  been  stated  by  previous  speakeia 
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nspeetiiig  the  exemption  of  iinptoyements 
bom  zating,  he  belieyed  there  was  a  yery 
genecal  desire  that  a  change  of  this  kind 
should  be  brought  about  in  connection  with 
the  system  of  local  goyemment.  At  the  same 
time,  he  could  oonoeiye,  if  this  alteration  was 
effected,  it  would  press  heayily  on  some  young 
settlers  who  were  breaking  up  their  land,  and 
whose  properties  were  not  yet  in  a  reproduotiye 
oondifeion.  Speaking  on  the  question  of  local 
goyemment,  he  might  say  that  he  indorsed  the 
remark  made  by  seyeral  speakers  that  the 
sooner  the  Goyemment  taclued  this  question 
the  better  it  would  be  for  the  country.  There 
were  seyeral  important  things  required  in  con- 
nection with  the  reform  of  the  present  system, 
and  one  thing  he  would  suggest,  which  he  did 
not  think  had  been  referred  to  by  other  speakers, 
was  that  they  should  haye  an  amended  Hospi- 
tals and  Charitable  Institutions  Act  as  speedily 
as  possible.  The  present  Act  had  been  an  in- 
cubus on  the  settlers  generally  in  the  country 
districts.  It  had  been  the  means  of  draining 
the  money  from  the  small  settlers,  so  badly  re- 
quired for  roads  and  bridges,  into  large  centres, 
to  support  a  system  of  pauperism.  He  knew  of 
no  Act  which  had  done  more  injury  to  country 
districts  than  the  Hospitals  and  Charitable  In- 
stitutions Act.  From  his  district  and  the  dis- 
trict represented  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa  it  had  drained  thousands  of  pounds 
from  the  producers — the  small  settlers,  who 
toiled  hard  on  the  land.  These  large  sums 
were  transmitted  to  Wellington  for  the  pur- 

C9  of  being  expended  not,  he  belieyed,  for  the 
efit  of  the  city,  but  to  foster  a  system  of 
pauperism.  He  hoped  some  radical  alteration 
would  be  made,  and  that  if  the  country  dis- 
tricts were  willing  to  support  their  own  poor 
they  would  not  be  asked  to  contribute  in  the 
manner  they  did  towards  the  thriftless  and 
the  criminal  classes  in  the  larger  centres. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  honourable  mem- 
bers would  recollect  that  some  districts  in  the 
colony  reoeiyed  the  yery  greatest  aid  from  the 
Goyemment,  while  those  districts  contributed 
little  or  nothing  towards  the  funds. 

Hon.  Mjbxbsbs.— Oh  t 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  those  honour- 
able  members  would  admit  that  Canterbury, 
while  she  contributed  yery  little  indeed,  re- 
oeiyed a  larger  proportion  than  the  Provincial 
District  of  Otago,  while  Otago  contributed 
a  larger  proportion  than  Canterbury.  These 
were  facts  which,  he  took  it,  would  not  be 
eontroyerted.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
ohantable  aid,  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  might  haye  giyen  some  in- 
dication as  to  how  the  moiety  was  to  be  raised 
from  the  public.  He  was  aware,  no  doubt, 
that  it  was  raised  partly  from  the  land.  He 
beUeyed  that  equal  rates  should  be  levied  upon 
aU  forms  of  property,  whether  it  consisted 
of  land  or  personal  property.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said,  too,  that  the  Premier  was 
quite  light  to  keep  back  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  and  that  it  was  placing  the  cart 
before  the  horse  to  ask  that  it  should  be 
teonght   down.     The   honourable  gentleman 


was  one  of  those  members  in  the  House  who, 
no  matter  what  the  Government  did,  approved 
of  it.  That  position  was  a  very  good  one,  tom 
a  ^Ministerial  point  of  view.  The  honourable 
gentleman's  constant  praise  and  approval  of 
Goverimient  measures  reminded  one  of  the 
landlord  in  <'Tam  o'  Shanter"  whose  laugh  was 
always  a  ready  chorus.  He  considered  that  the 
House  would  be  quite  justified  in  preventing 
the  business  from  going  on  until  they  bad  the 
Public  Works  Statement.  They  were  asked 
to  discuss  the  finances  of  the  colony;  and 
how  were  the  finances  laid  before  the  iEouse  ? 
First  of  all  they  got  the  Financial  State-* 
ment,  attached  to  which  they  were  told  there 
were  tables  to  elucidate  what  was  contained* 
in  the  Statement.  But  the  figures  in  those 
tables  were  entirely  misleading  and  inaccurate. 
Then,  they  were  told  they  were  to  look  to  the 
public  accounts  of  the  colony  for  information. 
But  when  did  they  get  those  public  accounts  ? 
Six  or  eight  months  after  the  session  was 
over;  so  that  it  was  impossible  that  they 
could  refer  to  those  accounts  in  the  debates 
in  the  House.  He  strongly  supported  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  in  the  contention 
that,  as  portions  of  the  moneys  which  now 
came  under  the  Public  Works  Statement  was 
largely  derived  from  taxation  of  the  people  of 
the  colony,  that  Statement  ought  to  be  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  immediately  after  the  dis* 
posal  of  the  Financial  Statement.  There  were 
just  one  or  two  matters  he  would  like  to  refer 
to,  as  they  had  not  many  opportunities  of  going 
fully  into  the  business  of  the  country.  With 
regard  to  the  "  Unauthorised  exj^nditure "  of 
last  year,  they  found  that  a  charitably-dis- 
posed Government  were  most  lavish  in  their 
gifts,  particularly  where  they  had  political 
ends  to  serve ;  but  never  before  in  the  histoiy 
of  the  colony  had  they  seen  an  item  of  this 
sort  on  the  estimates :  A  man  got  a  sum  of 
money  because  his  wife  was  ill;  and  there 
they  had  the  Premier  sitting  in  his  place 
looking  as  smug  as  possible  over  it.  Mr.  T.  J.' 
Clapham,  of  the  General  Post  Office,  received 
£296  98.  because  his  wife  was  ill, — and  thos* 
people  were  in  affluent  circumstances. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was  a  retiring-allowance. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  not  a  retir- 
ing-allowance at  all.  The  item  was  set  down 
in  the  "  Unauthorised  expenditure,"  '*  On  ac- 
count of  wife's  illness,  £296  9s."  This  appeared 
on  the  last  estimates.  He  wondered  how  much 
a  politiciU  friend  of  the  Gh}vernment  would  get 
if  his  sister  or  his  aunt  had  been  ill.  He  had 
made  inquiries,  and  had  found  these  people 
were  not  poor  people  by  any  means.  Ha 
thouffht  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  with  regard  to  subsi- 
dies should  receive  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  and  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if 
they  could  get  the  interest  coming  from  per* 
petual  leases :  it  would  be  of  great  assistance  to 
the  settlers  in  the  back-country.  He  thought 
the  forcing-on  of  the  estimates  at  that  late 
hour  of  the  night  would  not  meet  with  th« 
approval  of  the  country.  The  country  would 
support  the  House  in  objecting  to  votes  being 
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brought  on  for  oonsideration  after  midnight. 
The  Government  should  have  go  placed  Supply 
on  the  Order  Paper  that  it  might  have  oome  on 
for  discussion  early  in  the  iJtemoon.  When 
the  Financial  Statement  was  discussed  all 
other  business  was  placed  on  one  side  and  it 
was  made  the  first  order  of  the  day.  Why  did 
the  Government  not  do  exactly  the  same  thing 
with  the  estimates?  He  hoped  the  country 
would  insist  that  in  future,  ^hen  the  estimates 
came  down,  they  should  be  made  the  first  order 
of  the  day,  instead  of  being  brought  on  at 
midnight  so  that  they  could  not  be  properly 
oonsidered. 

Sir  J.  HALL  was  not  at  all  anxious  to  speak 
on  the  subject,  as,  at  that  late  hour,  he  did  not 
wish  to  detain  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  must  strike  every 
thinking  person  in  the  colony  that  there  were 
in  the  present  House  a  very  much  larger 
number  of  speeches  than  there  had  ever  been 
before  on  questions  that  came  before  it. 
Hon.  Membbbs. — Oh  1  Look  up  Hansard, 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  been  in  the  House 
a  good  many  years,  and  he  might  have  sinned 
in  that  respect  sometimes,  but  he  had  never 
before  known  so  many  members  to  speak 
on  a  subject.  On  that  subject  they  had  the 
honourable  member  for  Manukau,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Eden,  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa,    the  honourable   member  for 

Mataura 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  he  had  not  spoken 
on  the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  motion  before  the 
House  was  that  they  should  go  into  Committee 
of  Supply,  upon  which  an  amendment  was  pro- 
posed to  strike  out  certain  words,  upon  which 
tMe  honourable  members  he  had  mentioned 
had  spoken.  It  was  true  they  were  not  long 
speeches,  but  when  so  many  honourable  mem- 
bers spoke  it  took  up  time.  He  had  suspended 
answering  questions,  and  it  was  now  twenty 
minutes  to  one  o'clock,  and  they  had  not  yet 
dealt  with  the  second  order  of  the  day.  It 
was  impossible  for  members  to  get  through 
the  business  of  the  country  if  so  much  time 
was  taken  up  in  speechmaking.  He  had  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  Government  were 
desirous  of  getting  through  the  first  two  oiders 
and  of  taking  the  debate  upon  going  into  Supply. 
With  regard  to  the  policy  Bills  of  the  Govern- 
ment, these  had  scarcely  yet  been  touched. 
They  had  that  day  passed  the  second  reading 
of  the  Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill,  which 
had  now  to  go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Conmiittee. 
In  the  face  of  all  that,  a  number  of  honour- 
able members  on  the  same  side  got  up,  and 
simply  repeated  what  some  one  else  had  said, 
when  there  was  no  necessity  for  it  at  all. '  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  had  very  reasonably 
asked  him  to  maJce  a  statement  as  regarded  the 
Public  Works  Statement.  He  thought  it  would 
be  admitted  that  he  could  not  possibly  frame 
his  Public  Works  Statement,  or  bring  it  down, 
without  knowing  what  their  ways  and  means 
were.  The  whole  of  the  financial  proposals  of 
the  Government  must  hang  together.  They 
must  see  what  money  the  House  was  going  to 
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grant  them.  He  would  take  the  argument  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  that,  because  the 
Government  carried  on  public  works  out  of 
revenue,  that  was  a  reason  why  they  should 
bring  down  their  Statement  earlier.  Then,  he 
would  say  that  the  revenue  in  that  respeot 
depended  upon  the  taxation  the  House  would 
give  them,  and  it  was  mentioned  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  that  until  they  knew  what  the 
House  was  prepared  to  grant  they  would  not  be 
in  a  position  to  say  definitely  what  public  works 
would  be  proposed.  Their  proposals,  as  he  had 
said,  would  hang  together  as  a  whole.  It  was 
the  wish  of  the  Gh}vemment  to  bring  down  the 
Public  Works  Statement  at  as  early  a  period 
as  possible.  It  was  now  only  a  fortnight  since 
the  financial  debate  closed.  The  Statement 
on  which  that  debate  took  place  contained 
the  whole  of  the  Government's  proposals,  and 
was  fuller  in  the  information  it  gave  than  any 
Statement  previously  made.  The  only  question 
that  remained  at  issue,  then,  was  this :  What 
are  the  details  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
£250,000  which  is  proposed  in  the  Financial 
Statement  to  be  devoted  to  public  works  ?  Thus 
the  onlv  object  to  be  gained  by  bringing  down 
the  Public  Works  Statement  was  to  show  the 
works  on  which  this  money  was  to  be  expended. 
He  said  that,  if  it  was  a  question  of  what  roads 
and  what  bridges  this  money  might  be  expended 
upon,  it  was  absolutely  nothing.  The  leader 
of  the  Opposition  also  asked  whether  the 
Government  would  be  reasonable  and  take  a 
few  of  the  items  of  the  estimates  when  the 
House  got  into  Committee  of  Supply.  He 
desired  to  get  into  the  estimates  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  honourable  members  might 
take  their  time  and  pay  due  attention  to  the 
different  items.  His  experience  of  the  result  of 
putting  Supply  down  for  the  afternoon  had  been 
that,  time  after  time,  amendments  had  been 
moved,  and  the  House  did  not  get  into  Supply 
until  twelve  or  one  o'clock  at  night.  Con- 
siderable time  was  thus  lost,  and  it  would  be 
much  better  if  honourable  members  would  re- 
frain from  discussing  the  motion  for  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply.  The  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition had  also  raised  the  question  of  local 
government.  The  honourable  gentleman  said 
that  the  whole  question  was  one  of  roads  and 
bridges,  and  that  the  remarks  made  by  honour- 
able members  showed  the  necessity  for  the 
Government  dealing  with  the  question  of  local 
government.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  it  was  a  question  that 
must  be  dealt  with,  and  the  Gk}vemment  were 
not  oblivious  of  that  fact.  It  was  their  inten- 
tion to  deal  with  it.  He  did  not  know  whether 
they  would  be  able  to  do  it  this  session,  but 
he  said  that,  next  to  the  questions  submitted 
to  the  House  already,  the  question  of  local 
government  was  the  most  important. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— What  about  the  main 
road  north  of  Auckland  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  must  claim  the  protection  of 
the  Chair  against  these  continual  interrup- 
tions. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  as  the  Premier  objected 
to  these  interjections  as  disconcerting,  he  must 
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eall  npon  hononrable  members  not  to  make 
them.  Usually  intezjections  were  allowed  to 
pass  if  they  were  not  of  an  objectionable  cha- 
zaoter,  but  when  they  were  objected  to  he 
coald  not  allow  them. 

Mr.  BIGHABDSON  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  members  of  the  Opposition  were  very 
anxious  to  get  into  Committee  of  Supply,  but 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  now  stonewall- 
ing his  own  motion. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  make  such  a  remark. 

Mr.  SBDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
was  playing  with  the  Chair  in  rising  to  a  point 
of  oixler  and  then  making  such  a  remark.  It 
was  his  intention  to  reply  to  what  had  been 
said  tfaHat,  he  thought,  required  replying  to. 
With  regard  to  this  question  of  subsidies  to  local 
bodies,  which  was  connected  with  the  finance, 
he  might  say  at  once  that  the  Government 
were  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  mode  of 
dealing  out  subsidies  was  not  in  keeping  with 
what  was  required.  To  say  that  outlying  dis- 
tricts, where  there  were  large  areas  of  Grown 
land,  and  where  the  rateable  property  was  very 
small,  should  get  only  the  same  subsidies  as 
were  given  to  cities,  was  very  unfair.  The  time 
was  approaching  when  the  Qovemment  must 
deal  with  this  question,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
those  districts  where  there  were  large  areas  of 
Crown  lands  were  entitled  to  receive  double 
the  subsidies  that  were  given  to  districts  where 
there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  rateable 
property.  With  regard  to  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  it  might  bo  necessary  to  have  a 
change,  and  to  have  a  supplementary  Public 
Worl^  Statement,  as  was  the  case  with  respect 
to  the  Financial  Statement  and  the  general 
estimates.  That  would  have  to  be  the  case  if 
the  Public  Works  Statement  were  brought 
down  early.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  said 
that  he  desired  the  Government  to  take  the 
Opposition  and  the  House  into  their  fullest 
confidence.  The  Government  had  done  that 
already,  and  he  was  now  again  doing  it.  The 
Qovemment  desired  to  pass  certain  legislation 
wliich  was  absolutely  imperative  in  the  interest 
of  the  colony,  and  they  had  indicated  what 
that  legislation  was.  They  were  doing  their 
best  to  get  it  through,  and,  if  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  would  assist  the  Government  in 
getting  that  legislation  through,  as  soon  as 
possible  thereafter  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment would  be  brought  down.  He  would  there- 
lore  ask  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  assist 
the  Qovemment  in  getting  that  legislation 
through.  It  was  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  was 
in  a  fair  way  of  progress.  With  regard  to  the 
MS2IR  9s.  to  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Qatha  had  alluded,  and  which  he  said  was 
given  to  Mr.  Olapham  on  account  of  the  illness 
of  his  wife,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  mis- 
taken. It  was  a  retiring-allowance  or  compen- 
sation to  that  officer  for  long  service.  Who 
ever  heard  of  anything  being  given  to  a  public 
servant  on  account  of  his  wile's  illness?  He 
hoped  now  the  House  would  go  into  Committee, 
and  get  through  some  items. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 


SUPPLY. 

IN  COMMITTBB. 

Class  III. — Coloniax<  Tbeasubbb. 

Treasury  Department,  £6,161. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  the  Premier, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  stated  that  the 
Government  were  anxious  to  pass  certain  legis- 
lation before  bringing  down  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  and  until  they  knew  how  the  House 
was  going  to  deal  with  their  taxation  proposals 
it  was  impossible  to  tell  the  House  how  the  Go- 
vernment were  going  to  allocate  the  £250,000. 
Now,  the  Financial  Statement  did  not  inform 
the  House  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  increase  taxation,  but  rather 
that  they  were  going  to  reduce  taxation.  How 
the  Premier's  statement  could  be  reconciled 
with  the  Financial  Statement  he  did  not 
understand,  as  the  taxation  proposals  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  Public  Works 
Statement.  He  agreed  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  and  the  honourable 
member  for  HaJswell  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  House  should  be  informed 
fully  of  how  it  was  proposed  to  deM  with  pub- 
lic works  this  year,  seeing  that  such  were  to 
be  carried  on  out  of  revenue ;  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  doing  their  duty  unless  they 
gave  that  information.  The  Premier  was  en- 
deavouring to  keep  back  the  Public  Works 
Statement  until  the  end  of  the  session,  and  to 
force  the  estimates  through  in  one  night,  as  he 
did  last  session,  but  he  would  warn  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  he  would  meet  with  the 
most  strenuous  opposition  from  the  other  side. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  in  connection  with  the  vote  for  the 
Land-  and  Income-tax  Department,  if  he  was 
correct  in  assuming  that  mortgages  were  con- 
sidered as  land  in  the  taxation  proposals  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  was  so. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  would  like  it 
to  be  understood  that  mortgages  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  New  Zealand  were 
treated  as  land.  This  cont-entlon  of  his  had 
been  denied.  He  should  like  to  hansardise 
the  fact  that  the  previous  Treasurer  held  the 
same  opinion.  In  Hansard,  Volume  76,  of 
1892,  Mr.  Ballanoe,  in  his  reply  on  the  Finan- 
cial Statement,  was  reported  to  have  said  that 
under  the  land  and  income  assessment  mort- 
gages were  treated  as  land 

Mr.  WABD  presumed  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  aware  of  the  fact  that  speeches  in 
Committee  were  not  fully  reported  in  Hansard, 
He  might  suggest  to  him  to  select  an  oppor- 
tunity when  he  would  be  fully  reported. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  present  occa- 
sion must  do.  Mr.  Ballance  stated  in  his 
speech  "  that  mortgages  had  been  transferred 
into  another  category;  that  we  now  treated 
them  as  land.'*  He  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  wished 
to  make  it  clear  that  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  New  Zealand  mortgages  had  been 
charged  as  land.  He  was  precluded  by  the 
forms  of  the  House  from  referring  to  a  pre- 
vious debate,  but  close  readers  of  Hansard 
would  understand  his  reason  for  securing  that 
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admission  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  his 
still  further  establishing  the  fact  by  reference 
to  the  late  Mr.  Baliance*s  speeches. 

Vote,  £6,151,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Friendly  Societies'  Registry  Office, 
£1,120,  agreed  to. 

Land-  and  Income-tax  Department,  £7,494. 

Mr.  BHODES  asked  if  the  payment  for  the 
Cheviot  Estate  was  shown  under  that  vote. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  payment  had  not  been 
made  by  the  Land-  and  Licome-taz  Depart- 
ment, and  should  not  be  shown  under  that 
vote. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  pointed  out  that  there  was 
an  increase  in  the  item  for  **  Contingencies." 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  could  give  the  honour- 
able member  the  details.  The  business  of  the 
department  had  increased  very  materially,  and 
owing  to  the  very  large  increase  in  the  business 
there  had  been  an  increase  in  the  corre- 
spondence, requiring  additional  clerical  assist- 
ance. At  one  time  it  was  only  necessary  to 
arrange  for  an  assessment  every  three  years, 
but  now  it  had  to  be  done  for  income-tax  every 
year,  and  that  meant  a  very  large  increase  in 
departmental  work,  and  an  increase  in  "  Con- 
tingencies." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  numerous  per- 
sons had  written  to  him  complaining  that 
they  had  written  to  the  department  in  regard 
to  exemptions  which  they  claimed  they  were 
entitled  to,  and  on  other  matters,  and  they  had 
received  no  replies. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  if  the  honourable  member 
would  give  him  the  names,  he  would  have  the 
cases  inquired  into ;  but  he  could  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  correspondence 
in  this  department  was  kept  close  up. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  would  like  to  ask  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  if  it  was  his  intention  to 
have  the  claims  of  certain  Reviewers  looked 
into.  He  understood  that  a  number  of  peti- 
tions were  likely  to  be  sent  to  Parliament  on 
this  question.  He  would  earnestly  ask  the 
Treasurer  to  take  this  matter  in  hand,  and 
not  wait  until  the  matter  was  pressed  upon 
him,  perhaps,  in  a  more  unpleasant  form. 
The  correspondence  showed  that  these  men 
had  not  been  treated  fairly. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said,  if  the  last  speaker  referred 
merely  to  payments  which  Reviewers  thought 
thev  ought  to  have  received  in  the  past,  he  had 
nothing  to  say ;  but,  if  he  referred  to  payments 
to  Reviewers  in  future,  he  hoped  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  not  entertain  the  proposal. 
Imputations  had  been  made  that  Reviewers 
had  been  appointed  on  account  of  their  poli- 
tical colour.  However  that  might  or  might  not 
be,  it  would  be  still  more  likely  to  be  the  case 
if  the  appointment  involved  a  payment.  He 
hoped  that  Reviewers  would  be  persons  who 
accepted  the  position  as  a  matter  of  duty  to 
their  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  he  referred  to  the 
ease  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  had  been 
acting  as  Reviewers  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  who  had  received  payment  for  their  ser- 
vices. They  were  appointed  for  the  last  valua- 
tion, but  received  no  notice  that  they  would 
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not  receive  the  usual  payment.  They  had 
sent  in  their  claims  as  in  previous  years,  and 
they  were  politely  ixkfozmed  that  they  were 
not  to  expect  any  payment,  as  the  depart- 
ment expected  them  to  do  the  work  for  no> 
thing.  If  the  Government  expected  them  to 
do  tiae  work  gratuitously,  they  ought  to  have 
been  so  informed. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Marsden  was  no  doubt  referring  to  cases  which 
had  occurred  in  his  own  district.  The  position 
was  this  :  The  former  Colonial  Treasurer  when 
the  last  Reviewers  were  appointed  decided  that 
they  were  not  to  be  paid.  The  position  was  to 
be  honorary,  and  they  were  to  receive  travel- 
ling-expenses only.  That,  he  (Mr.  Ward) 
thought,  was  the  right  position.  He  did  not 
think  Reviewers  should  be  paid.  He  thought 
such  a  case  as  that  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Marsden  was  a  proper  one  to- 
be  referred  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  he  simply  brought 
before  the  Colonial  Treasurer  what  had  been 
represented  to  him  to  be  a  grievance.  He 
thought  it  would  be  much  better  if  Reviewers 
were  not  paid,  but  he  thought  that  in  this  case 
there  was  a  grievance,  and  the  (rovernment 
should  deal  with  the  matter  in  whatever  way 
seemed  fair  and  reasonable. 

Vote,  £7,494,  agreed  to. 

Treasury :  Miscellaneous  services,  £11,596. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  a  cheque  was  paid 
for  the  Cheviot  Estate  by  the  Treasury,  and 
should  appear  under  this  heading.  They  knew 
what  occurred  in  regard  to  that  sale.  They 
knew  that  the  cheque  for  £60,000-odd  was 
given  to  the  vendors  and  taken  by  them  to  the 
Union  Buik,  and  was  there  regarded  with  a 
certain  amount  of  doubt,  with  the  result  that 
gold  had  to  be  taken  in  bags  to  the  bank,  and 
that  the  amount  was  actually  paid  in  gold. 

Mr.  WARD  could  scarcely  think  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  believe  that  any 
cheque  of  the  Government  of  the  colony  waa 
refused  by  any  bank.  It  was  refused  by  Mr. 
Palmer,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Cheviot 
Estate,  for  what  he  considered  good  and  suffi- 
cient reasons — because,  as  trustee,  he  wanted 
payment  made  in  gold:  he  wanted  gold  for 
certain  private  reasons;  but  no  doubt  at  all 
was  oast  upon  the  Government  cheque. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  was  astonished  at  eaxy  honour- 
able gentleman  appearing  to  question  the  abso- 
lute security  of  the  Grovernment,  or  casting  any 
doubt  upon  a  Government  cheque. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  in  reply  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura,  that  the  money  paid  out 
of  the  Treasury  for  this  purpose  was  not  shown 
on  the  estimates  because  it  was  not  necessary. 
If  the  honourable  member  would  refer  to  sec- 
tion 15  of  **The  Land  cuid  Income  Assessment 
Act  Amendment  Act,  1892,"  he  would  find 
there  was  authority  there  to  carry  out  such 
undertakings  as  these:  in  fact,  it  was  spe- 
cially provided  that  it  might  be  done  without  a 
special  appropriation.  The  Land-  and  Income- 
tax  Department,  having  purchased  tl^  Cheviot 
Estate  under  the  Act,  it  became  necessary 
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that  the  monej  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
Tieasury. 
Vote/£ll,596,  agreed  to. 

GiiASs  YI. — Customs  and  Mabinx. 

Vote,  Gustoms  offioes  and  services,  £82,007, 
agreed  to. 

Customs :  Miscellaneous  services,  £2,760. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked,  with  reference  to 
the  item  "  Bonus  on  exportation  of  canned  and 
cured  fish,  £700,"  whether  it  was  the  intention 
to  extend  this  bounty  for  a  number  of  years  or 
for  two  years. 

Mr.  WABD  said  it  was  provided  for  last  year, 
and  the  period  for  bonuses  had  some  years  to 
run,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  extend  it  this 
year. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  where  the  item 
of  the  salary  for  the  Customs  expert  came  in. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  had  been  passed  already. 
It  was  placed  in  the  estimates  as  it  had  always 
been.  There  was  no  particular  reason  for  not 
setting  forth  the  salary.  The  reason  for  the 
oourse,  he  thought,  originally  was  that  very 
many  amounts  were  recovered  as  the  result 
of  this  officer  being  employed,  and  it  was  better 
that  the  actual  recoveries  should  be  kept  in 
the  department,  and,  that  being  so,  he  was  in 
an  entirely  different  position  from  any  other 
officer,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  put  his 
salary  down  as  a  particular  item. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  this  salary  was 
clouded  over  in  the  same  manner  in  last  year's 
estimates,  so  that  members  did  not  know  where 
it  came  in.  Under  the  previous  Government 
the  name  of  the  officer  appeared,  with  the 
salary  attached. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  not  so. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Atkinson 
Government  showed  the  item ;  and  if  the  item 
had  been  particularised  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie) 
would  have  moved  a  reduction  in  it. 

Mr.  RHODES  asked  if  the  Government 
would  consider  the  advisability  of  putting  iron 
standards  for  fencing  among  the  articles  which 
should  be  admitted  duty-free. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  would  require  to  be  con- 
sidered when  the  whole  question  of  the  tariff 
was  being  dealt  with.  He  would  take  a  note 
of  the  suggestion. 

Vote,  £2,760,  agreed  to. 

Marine  and  harbours,  £18,907. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  wished  for  an  explana- 
tion with  regard  to  the  item,  **  Hire  and  work- 
ing-expenses of  dredge  for  New  Plymouth  Har- 
bour, £1,170."  Last  year  a  vote  was  passed 
for  the  same  service,  and  it  was  reduced  by 
£1  as  an  instruction  that  no  more  money 
was  to  be  spent  on  dredge  in  New  Plymouth 
Harbour.  Then,  at  a  later  period,  a  vote  of 
£1,000  was  brought  down  in  the  supplementary 
estimates,  and  it  was  not  unnaturally  chal- 
lenged by  honoi^ble  members  as  being  appar- 
ently in  contravention  of  the  understanding 
eome  to  that  no  more  money  should  be  spent. 
However,  that  £1,000  ultimately  passed  by  a 
majority  of  twenty-seven  to  sixteen,  with  the 
distinct  promise  on  the  part  of  the  Acting- 
Premier  (Mr.  Seddon)  that  the  £1,000  would 


cover  all  expenses  up  to  the  return  of  the 
dredge,  and  that  this  would  be  the  final  vote. 
Why,  tiien,  did  the  vote  again  appear  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  dredge  had  not  been 
sent  to  New  Plymouth  a  second  time,  neither 
had  the  work  she  was  doing  last  year  been 
prolonged  after  the  period  to  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  referred.  The  amount  involved 
in  the  dredging  of  New  Plymouth  Harbour  was 
such  as  required  another  appropriation  to  be 
taken.  If  the  honourable  member  looked  at 
the  expenditure  of  last  year  he  would  find  that 
the  actual  amount  of  ^e  expenditure  was 
£8,691,  as  against  £8,999,  authority  for  which 
was  taiken.  It  was  necessary  to  pay  for  the 
work  that  was  in  hand.  There  was  no  further 
obligation  taken  by  the  Government,  and  the. 
amount  that  was  asked  for  here  was  really  to 
pay  for  work  that  was  in  hand. 

Mr.  BUCEIANAN  said  this  explanation  was 
only  playing  with  words,  in  view  of  the  as- 
surance from  the  Premier,  which  had  been 
read  out  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  that 
no  further  expenditure  would  be  incurred.  The 
Premier  last  year  gave  a  distinct  assurance 
that  no  further  money  than  the  £1,000  voted 
in  the  supplementary  estimates  would  be  ex- 
pended on  this  work. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  not  unlikely  that 
the  amount  placed  on  the  estimates  this  year 
represented  tne  cost  of  the  return  of  the  dredge 
to  the  place  from  which  it  was  brought,  and 
that,  of  course,  would  have  to  be  provided  for. 
The  Premier,  in  speaking  last  year  of  the 
£1,000,  referred,  of  course,  to  the  actual  ex- 
penditure ;  but,  in  addition  to  that,  the  cost  of 
the  return  of  the  dredge  would  have  to  be  pro-, 
vided  for,  and  he  did  not  think  the  Premier 
committed  any  breach  o£  faith  when  he  indi- 
cated that  nothing  further  than  this  £1,000 
would  be  required  for  actual  expenditure  on 
the  work  then  in  hand. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  that  referred  to  October 
last  year,  and  from  that  time  till  March  was 
a  period  of  six  months.  Did  the  Treasurer 
wish  them  to  understand  that  during  this  six 
months  the  work  could  not  be  brought  to  an 
end?  He  could  not  conceive  that  to  be  pos- 
sible. The  Treasurer  did  not  seem  to  be  quite 
as  well  posted  up  in  the  facts  as  he  might  be 
on  a  future  occasion,  and  therefore  it  might  be 
convenient  to  omit  this  item  at  present.  He 
would  move,  with  the  view  of  giving  effect  to 
the  promise  made  to  the  House  last  session, 
That  this  amount  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON  could  explain  the  matter.  The 
pledge  which  the  Government  had  given  the 
House  had  been  religiously  kept;  but  what 
happened  was  this :  According  to  the  terms  of 
the  contract  they  had  to  give  back  the  dredge 
in  the  same  condition  as  they  got  it.  When  it 
was  put  on  the  slip,  prior  to  being  returned  to 
the  Oamaru  Board,  a  surveyor  was  put  on  it, 
who  reported  that  it  would  take  some  £600  or 
£700  to  put  the  dredge  and  machinery  in  the 
same  condition  as  it  was  in  when  hired.  He 
(Mr.  Seddon)  disputed  that,  and  the  Govern- 
ment consulted  their  own  Engineer,  and  the 
amount  ultimately  fixed  was  £528.    Then,  they 
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had  been  imable  to  get  the  *'  Hinemoa"  to  take 
the  diedge  away  immediately  after  the  session, 
and,  as  ihey  had  to  pay  the  xent  while  it  was  at 
New  Plymoath,  it  had  been  considered  that  it 
was  as  well  to  go  on  working  while  they  had  to 
pay  £100  a  month  rent.  The  great  item,  how- 
ever, was  the  £528  for  repairs.  The  Gtovem- 
ment  had  done  their  best  to  stop  all  further 
expense. 

Sir  J.  HATiL  asked  whether  the  Government 
were  responsible  for  getting  the  dredge  into 
snch  a  condition  that  it  took  £500  to  repair  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Engmeer  had  stated 
that  it  was  ordinary  wear-and-tear. 

ICr.  E.  M.  SMITH  did  not  wish  to  interfere 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  in  drawing 
attention  to  this  sum,  but  he  thought  the  ex- 
planation of  the  Minister  was  satisfactory.  He 
would  remark  that  had  the  country  dealt  fairly 
with  the  New  Plymouth  people  in  the  matter 
of  the  200,000  acres  of  land  which  had  been 
taken  away  from  them  they  would  not  have 
had  to  come  to  the  House  for  assistance.  He 
would  also  point  out  that  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  moved  last  year 
for  a  reduction  of  the  vote  by  £1  he  was  un- 
aware that  the  vote  was  not  a  new  one. 

Mr.  MOOBE  thought  that  the  Committee 
had  been  badly  treated  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  All  through  last  session  a  certain 
amount  had  been  brought  down  on  the  ordi- 
nary estimates  for  the  Harbour  Board,  and  a 
motion  to  reduce  it  by  £1  had  been  made  as 
an  indication  to  the  Government  not  to  spend 
any  more  money  in  this  direction ;  yet  on  the 
supplementary  estimates  there  was  another 
£1,000  brought  down,  and  now  there  was  an- 
other sum  of  £1,170. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  that  it  was  ad- 
visable to  Appeal  to  the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  as  well  as  to  the  Premier 
for  an  assurance  that  no  more  money  should  be 
spent  in  this  direction,  as  it  appeared  that  the 
Government  could  not  close  this  expenditure 
without  the  honourable  gentleman's  permis- 
sion. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  wished  to  draw  attention  to 
one  or  two  other  items.  He  wished  for  some 
explanation  with  regard  to  the  sums  of  £20 
each  put  down  for  the  examiners  of  masters 
and  mates  at  Auckland,  Lyttelton,  and  Dune- 
din,  who  had  been  previously  receiving  £125 
and  £100  each.  Had  an  arrangement  been 
made  that  they  were  to  work  for  £20  each  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  had  been  decided  to 
change  the  whole  system,  and  the  services  of 
the  late  examiners  had  been  dispensed  with  in 
the  interests  of  economy,  and  under  the  new 
arrangements  the  expense  was  not  necessary, 
and  the  amounts  set  down  were  found  to  be 
ample  for  the  services  rendered. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  if  these  gentlemen 
agreed  to  accept  payment  of  £20  for  their  ser- 
vices. 

Mr.  WARD  said  other  Government  officers 
discharged  the  duties — an  arrangement  which 
was  found  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said,  that  being  the 
the  sums  had  been  improperly  stated. 


The  ordinary  oonrse  should  have  been  followed. 
In  cases  where  an  officer  was  in  receipt  of 
another  salary  the  amount  was  set  down  with 

the  addition  of  "also  £ as ,"  giving 

the  amount  and  designation  of  his  other  ap- 
pointment, so  that  the  total  amount  payable 
m  each  case  should  be  disclosed. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  consider  whether 
it  should  be  set  down  in  that  way  next  year. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  would  like  to  have  some  ex- 
planation in  regard  to  the  items,  "  Repairs  to 
wharves  at  Mangapai,  Maungakaramea,  and 
Parna  Bay  in  Whangarei  Harbour,  £150;" 
and  "  Mongonui  Wharf ,  grant-in-aid  for  repairs, 
£160." 

Mr.  WARD  said  there  was  a  condition  at- 
tached that  the  County  Council  should  take 
over  the  wharf  in  question,  and  in  future  dis- 
charge the  duties  which  formerly  had  fallen  on 
the  Government. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  said,  with  reference  to  the 
item,  "Buoys  and  beacons,  Gisbome  (to  be 
recovered  from  the  Harbour  Board),  £120,"  he 
would  move  to  omit  the  words  "(to  be  re- 
covered from  the  Harbour  Board)." 

Mr.  ALLEN  wanted  to  ask,  with  regard  to 
the  examiners  of  masters  and  mates,  whether 
they  had  been  considered  as  Civil  servants,  and 
were  entitled  to  a  retiring-allowanoe,  or  any 
pension. 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  had  not  been  con- 
sidered Civil  servants  because  they  were  not 
Government  employes.  For  instance,  the  ex- 
aminer at  Dunedin  was  in  receipt  of  a  salary 
as  Harbourmaster,  and  was  now  secretary  to 
underwriters.  He  was  not  a  Civil  servant,  and 
was  not  entitled  to  compensation  or  a  pension. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  wished  to  draw  atten- 
tion  to  the  fact  that  the  lighthouse-keepers  were 
faring  worse  than  they  used  to  do,  in  having 
their  leave  reduced  from  fourteen  days  to  ten. 
Their  duties  were  of  an  exceptional  nature,  and 
he  thought  they  should  receive  more  considera- 
tion. They  were  isolated  from  the  public,  and 
had  no  way  of  bringing  their  grievances  before 
even  the  department. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  (Government  intended  to 
reorganize  the  Marine  Department,  and  make 
some  changes  which  would  be  beneficial  to 
the  service,  and  the  Government  thought  that 
some  of  the  lighthouse-keepers  might  receive 
consideration  in  the  way  suggested  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  He  thought  the  ser- 
vice would  be  improved  very  materially  by  the 
changes  which  were  contemplated. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  if  it  was  correct  that  the 
Government  were  going  to  amalgamate  the 
Marine  with  some  other  department. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  quite  correct. 

Sir  J.  HALL  thought  the  House  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  the  matter. 

Mr.  WARD  said  what  was  intended  to  be 
done  was  this:  Formerly  the  Customs  and 
Marine  were  under  one  control,  and  a  division 
took  place  some  years  ago.  The  Government 
had  resolved  to  put  the  Marine  Department 
under  the  control  of  the  head  of  the  Customs 
,  Department,  and  there  was  no  doubt  eoonamies 
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ooafd  be  ouried  out  by  reason  of  this  amal- 
gamation. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'« That  the  item  be  omitted.'* 

Ayjes,  12. 
Blake  Mackenzie,  T.    Bolleston. 

Bzaoe  Mitchelson  Tellers. 

Hall-Jones         Mooxe  Allen 

Hutchison,  G.   Palmer  Rhodes. 

Lake 

Noes,  21. 
Gamcross  MoGowan  Thompson,  B. 

Carroll  McLean  Thompson,  T. 

Duncan  Meredith  Ward 

Fraser  Mills,  C.  H.       Willis. 

Hogg  Seddon  Tellers. 

Houston  Smith,  E.  M.     Buick 

Kelly,  J.  Taylor  Joyce. 

KeUy,  W. 

Paibs. 
For,  Against. 

Buchanan  Shera 

Buokland  Mackintosh 

Duthie  Beeves 

Fergus  Pinkerton 

Harkness  Stout 

Maokensie,  M.  J.  S.    MoKenzie,  J. 
Mills,  J.  Tanner 

Bichardson  Parata 

Swan  Dawson 

Valentine  Smith,  W.  C. 

Wright.  McGuire. 

Majority  against,  9. 
Amendment   negatived,  and  vote,  £18,907, 
agreed  to. 
Marine :  Miscellaneous  services,  £9,997. 
Mr.   W.   KELLY  moved,   That    the   item, 
*' Buoys  and  beacons,  Gisbome  (to  be  recovered 
from  the  Harbour  Board),  £120,"  be  omitted. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH  asked  what  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  do  with  regard  to  the 
<*  Stella." 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  if  the  Government 
could  get  a  buyer  at  a  fair  price  they  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  sell  her. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved.  That  the  item 
"Buoys  and  beacons,  Giabome,"  be  reduced 
by  £1,  as  an  indication  to  the  Government 
that  they  should  give  this  service  free.  Why 
should  Taranaki  get  £5,000  this  year  free,  also 
a  quarter  of  the  receipts  from  all  land  sold  in 
the  Taranaki  Provincial  District,  whilst  Gis- 
bome got  no  land  revenue  and  only  £120,  and 
was  called  upon  to  refund  that  ? 
Mr.  W.  ElELLY  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie's  motion  negatived,  and 
vote,  £9,997,  agreed  to. 

QoYSBxmxsT  Insubakob  Account. 
Vote,  Chargeable  on  Government  Lisuranoe 
Account,  £62,188,  agreed  to. 

Public  Tbust  Account. 
Chargeable  on  Public  Trust  Office  Expenses 
Account,  £8,076. 
Mr.  BHODES  asked  whether  this  department 


was  paying  for  itself.  Last  year  there  was  a 
loss  of  £4,000  on  it. 

Mr.  WABD  said  there  was  a  prpspeot  of  its 
paying  better.  It  was  doing  much  more  busi- 
ness, in  consequence  of  the  legislation  passed 
last  year,  and  the  department  was  so  econo- 
mically administered  that  he  hoped  it  would 
soon  pay. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  wished  to  ask  whether  the 
lady  Shorthand-writer  and  Tvpe-writer  was 
paid  at  the  same  ratio  as  a  mail  employ^,  and 
whether  the  Treasurer  would  say  whether  that 
would  apply  to  other  branches. 

Mr.  WARD  replied  that  ladies  were  em* 
ployed  in  some  departments  where  certain  suit- 
able work  could  be  found  for  them.  It  was 
only  right  to  say  that  in  some  departments 
women  had  not  been  able  to  do  Anything  like 
the  work  that  a  man  could  do,  and  therefore 
he  did  not  think  that  the  same  salary  should 
be  paid  them.  The  salary  would  be  regulated 
by  the  actual  amount  of  work  done,  and  the 
only  assurance  he  could  give  was  that  when- 
ever a  lady  was  engaged  in  any  particular  work 
she  would  be  paid  accordingly. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  whether  he  was 
to  understand  that  if  a  woman  did  the  same 
work  as  a  man  she  would  not  receive  the  same 
amount  of  salary. 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  experience  generally 
showed  that  in  certain  branches  women  did 
not  do  the  same  amount  of  work  as  men, 
and  therefore  they  could  not  expect  the  same 
salaries :  if  they  did  the  same  amount  of  work 
they  would  receive  the  same  salaries. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  noticed  that  under  the 
heading  **  Administration  of  the  West  Coast 
Settlement  Beserves"  there  was  an  item  of 
£192  for  the  presiding  officer  at  recent  meet- 
ings. He  wished  to  know  whether  this  officer 
was  the  Mr.  Williams  whose  name  had  been 
mentioned  in  the  House  on  a  previous  day, 
and,  if  so,  what  was  intended  to  be  done  with 
reference  to  that  officer. 

Mr.  WABD  said  it  was  the  same  Mr.  Williams 
who  was  referred  to  a  few  days  ago.  He  might 
take  the  opportunity  of  informing  the  House 
that  when  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  visited 
the  locality,  before  Mr.  Williams  was  appointed, 
the  Natives  refused  to  discuss  the  matters  he 
went  there  to  consider  until  he  had  given  an 
assurance  that  Mr.  Williams  would  be  ap- 
pointed interpreter. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  what  authority 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  for  making  that 
statement. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  had  the  authority  of  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  department. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said,  then  that  was 
not  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  some  who 
claimed  to  know  something  of  the  feeling  of 
the  Natives  on  the  Coast. 

Mr.  WABD  could  absolutely  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  it  was  correct,  and 
there  were  records  to  prove  it.  The  place 
where  the  meeting  was  held  was  Patea,  and 
the  Natives  declined  to  receive  the  representa- 
tions of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  unless  Mr. 
WUliams  was  appointed  interpreter. 
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Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  no  doubt  Mr. 
Williams  had  certain  friends  amongst  the 
Katives,  and  they  thought  it  desirable  that  he 
should  act  as  interpreter  at  that  meeting. 
What  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  would  like  to  know 
was,  whetner  the  Minister  had  come  to  any 
decision  as  to  employing  Mr.  Williams  in  the 
future. 

Mr.  WAKD  said  that  under  the  Act  the  con- 
trol of  the  Public  Trust  Office  was  placed  under 
the  direction  of  the  Public  Trustee,  who  was 
entirely  responsible  for  the  internal  manage- 
ment of  the  department.  Since  this  question 
had  been  raised  he  had  referred  to  the  Public 
Trustee  as  to  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, and  was  assured  that  he  was  (giving  the 
greatest  satisfaction.  He  did  not  think,  him- 
self, that  if  a  man  were  discharging  his  duties 
satisfactorily  he  should  be  removed  from  a 
position  simply  because  there  had  been  some- 
thing in  the  past,  but  which  had  now  been 
cleared  up.  This  officer  had  been  appointed  by 
the  late  Administration  to  the  position  of  in- 
terpreter, and  that  was  a  very  clear  indication 
that  those  who  appointed  him  did  not  regard 
him  as  being  a  man  who  was  not  entitled  to 
the  position,  which  was  a  position  of  trust  as 
between  Natives  and  Europeans. 

Mr.  MITOHELSON  said  the  Premier  had 
promised,  when  the  question  was  before  the 
House  some  days  ago,  to  look  over  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's papers.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
stated  that  the  late  Government  were  respon- 
sible for  his  appointment ;  but  he  (Mr.  Mitchel- 
8on)  had  absolutely  refused  to  appoint  him,  as 
he  did  not  consider  that  he  was  a  fit  person  to 
hold  any  position  under  the  Gk>vemment.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  stated  that  be  was  not 
responsible  for  the  department;  but  Parlia- 
ment had  to  vote  the  necessary  funds  to  carry 
on  the  department,  and,  that  being  so,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  see  that  any 
man  who  was  placed  in  such  a  position  by  the 
Public  Trustee  was  a  fit  person  to  hold  it.  If 
the  Minister  would  take  the  trouble  to  examine 
the  papers  in  the  Native  Department  he  would 
come  to  the  same  opinion  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Williams. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  that  the  remarks 
of  the  Minister  deserved  serious  notice.  Al- 
though the  Public  Trustee  administered  the 
•department,  the  Minister  must  be  responsible 
to  the  House.  Parliament  had  made  a  change 
a  few  years  ago,  making  the  Public  Trustee  a 
departmental  and  not  a  parliaiaentary  officer. 
The  Minister  must  take  the  responsibility  in 
that  House  for  tbe  employment  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams. 

Mr.  WAKD  would  point  out  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  entirely  wrong.  The  Public 
Trustee  was  responsible  for  the  general  ad- 
ministration of  the  department  under  the  Act, 
and  there  should  be  no  interference  with  his 
administration  by  a  Minister.  That  was  the 
position  in  which  the  Public  Trustee  was 
placed. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  thought  that  this  was 
too  serious  a  matter  to  be  discussed  at  three 


o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  he  would  there- 
fore move  to  report  progress,  in  order  that  the 
true  positions  of  the  Public  Trustee  and  of  the 
Minister  might  be  ascertained.  Acco/ding  to 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  there  was  no  Minister 
responsible  for  the  department,  and  the  House 
had  better  have  an  opportunity  of  considering 
that  statement. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  if  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  was  present  some  days  ago  when  the 
discussion  on  Mr.  Williams  took  place. 

Mr.  WABD  said  Yes.  He  might  say  that  the 
inquiry  that  the  Premier  said  would  take  place 
would  be  held.  Very  little  time  had  elapsed, 
and  reasonable  time  must  be  given  before  the 
inquiry  could  take  place. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  suggest  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitotara  not  to  press  his 
amendment.  The  Act  stated  that  the  Public 
Trustee  held  office  on  the  same  terms  and  con- 
ditions as  any  ordinary  officer  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice. There  had  been  a  misconception  as  to 
the  Colonial  Treasurer's  remarks. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  misconception 
had  been  on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Treebsurer. 
The  Minister  was  responsible  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Act. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  the  appomtment  of 
Williams  as  an  interpreter  was  signed  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Fergus,  in  the  absence  of  the  Native 
Minister. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he,  as  Native 
Minister,  had  repeatedly  refused  to  recommend 
Mr.  Williams  for  appointment. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  did  not  think  that  two 
wrongs  made  a  right.  The  House  should  know 
what  was  the  status  of  the  Public  Trustee. 
The  Minister  had  said  that  he  was  not  re- 
sponsible for  appointments  of  this  kind,  but 
Parliament  was  quite  justified  in  calling  upon 
him  to  explain  the  department's  action.  It 
was  not  the  right  thing  that  a  man  with  a 
stain  upon  his  character  should  be  put  into  a 
position  of  trust.  The  department  required  a 
complete  overhaul ;  and,  besides,  its  responsi- 
bilities were  proposed  to  be  increased  under  a 
number  of  the  Government  proposals.  The 
Minister  would  do  well  to  give  an  opportunity 
of  having  the  subject  fully  dealt  with. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that,  with  a  view  of 
testing  the  question,  he  would  move,  That  the 
item  be  reduced  by  £192,  the  sum  paid  to 
Williams.  He  did  not  consider  him  a  fit  per- 
son to  hold  any  position  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  repeat  the  state- 
ment that  the  Public  Trustee  was  alone  re- 
sponsible for  the  internal  administration  of  the 
department.  It  would  be  a  very  bad  thing  if 
any  Minister  could  deal  with  the  private  affairs 
of  people  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Public 
Trustee. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  did  not  question  the 
right  of  the  Public  Trustee  to  employ  any  in- 
dividual who  might  be  qualified  for  such  a  posi- 
tion. At  the  same  time,  the  Public  Trustee 
was  responsible  to  Parliament,  and  Parliament 
was  responsible  for  the  payment  of  salaries  to 
officers  in  the  department.  He  did  not  con- 
sider Williams  a  fit  person  to  hold  the  position 
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of  interpreter,  and  he  had  abeolutely  refosed 
to  ha^e  him  licensed  as  snoh. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  perfectly  true  that 
the  OasetU  notice  of  Williams's  appointment 
was  signed  hy  Mr.  Feigus,  in  the  absence  of 
tlM  Native  Minister^  He  was  appointed  by 
the  Atikinson  Government,  and  the  honour- 
able member  would  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
the  letter  of  appointment  was  signed  by  Sir 
Hany  Atkinson.  The  Native  Minister,  who 
had  charge  of  the  department,  was  not  in  Wei* 
lington  at  the  time. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  it  did  not  matter 
one  farthing  who  appointed  this  man.  It  had 
been  stated  on  the  authority  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Eden,  who  was  Native  Minister  at 
the  time,  that  this  man  was  utterly  untrust- 
worthy, and  was  not  fit  to  hold  any  position  of 
trust  in  the  Government  service. 

Mr.  WARD  would  suggest  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Eden  should  withdraw  his 
motion  and  allow  the  item  to  pass,  and  for  this 
reason :  The  Government  had  given  an  as- 
surance that  an  inquiry  would  be  held,  but  if 
that  inquiry  proved  that  this  man  should  not 
be  Uiere,  and  he  was  removed,  the  item  would 
still  be  required,  for  somebody  else  would  have 
to  be  employed.  Consequently,  what  would  be 
gained  by  striking  out  the  item  ? 

Mr.  PALMER  said  by  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden  he  was  asked  to 
vote  whether  this  man  should  be  dischazged 
or  not,  without  knowing  anything  about  the 
charges.  If  the  Minister  undertook  to  have  an 
inquiry  made  into  this  man's  character,  and 
if  this  officer  were  discharged  supposing  he 
were  found  to  be  unfit,  surely  that  was  suffi- 
cient. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  a  certain  specific  charge 
had  been  made  against  this  man,  and  it  could 
not  be  answered.  The  chaige  was  that  he 
had  defrauded  the  Natives  of  over  £8,000,  and 
the  case  was  not  pioceeded  with  because  the 
man  became  bankrupt.  The  whole  thing  was 
investigated  by  a  Committee,  and  the  facts 
were  as  he  had  stated.  He  would  suggest  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Eden  should  with- 
draw his  motion,  and  move  to  reduce  the  vote 
by  a  nominal  sum,  as  an  indication  to  Ministers 
that  this  man  was  unfit  to  occupy  the  position 
he  was  placed  in.  There  could  be  no  question 
about  that,  on  the  evidence  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Eden,  who  was  Native  Minister  at 
the  time,  and  who  refused  to  appoint  this  man. 
The  Premier,  the  other  day,  said  the  question 
was  of  such  serious  import  that  he  intended  to 
have  it  investigated  at  once.  He  hoped  that 
eourse  would  be  pursued.  They  had  had  quite 
enough  of  these  dealings  in  Native  lands  by 
men  whose  characters  were  not  sufficiently 
clean  to  deal  with  them.  This  was  not  the 
only  instance,  and  it  was  quite  time  men  of 
this  kind  were  out  of  the  employment  of  the 
Government  altogether. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  thought  he  could  sug- 
gest a  way  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty.  There 
was  no  doubt  at  all  that  a  very  serious  charge 
had  been  made  against  this  man  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Western  Maori 


District  (Mr.  Taipua).  Charges  made  on  the 
floor  of  that  House  could  not  be  passed  over 
lightly,  and  he  thought  the  least  the  Govern- 
ment could  do  would  be  to  suspend  this  officer 
until  there  had  been  an  inquiry.  If  that  were 
done  he  did  not  see  why  this  vote  should  not 
be  passed.  He  certainly  thought  that  no 
officer  should  be  in  the  employ  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  such  a  serious  charge  hanging  over 
his  head. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  when  the  Govern- 
ment brought  down  their  estimates  they,  of 
course,  included  this  item ;  but  the  Government 
knew  nothing  more  than  that  this  officer  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Public  Trust  Office  as 
interpreter,  and  the  first  time  he  became  aware 
of  the  matter  in  connection  with  Williams  was 
at  the  time  of  the  inquiry  into  the  question 
of  the  litigation  with  regard  to  the  West  Coast 
Settlement  Reserves.  There  were,  of  course, 
two  factors  there — namely,  the  Natives  and 
the  Europeans — and  there  was,  no  doubt,  very 
strong  feeling.  Then  he  heard  the  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Taipua  the  other  day ;  but  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  very  same 
charge  had  been  inquired  into  by  a  Committee, 
when  witnesses  were  examined,  but  with  no 
result. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  said  the  Committee  had 
recommended  legal  proceeding,  as  far  as  he 
remembered.  He  was  a  member  of  that  Com- 
mittee. There  were  legal  proceedings  to  recover 
the  money,  but,  through  some  technicality,  the 
money  could  not  be  recovered. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — He  went  bankrupt. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  was  very  decided  as  against  Wil- 
liams, whatever  the  technical  result  of  the 
lawsuit  might  have  been. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  would  see  whether 
the  Committee  recommended  that  legal  pro- 
ceedings should  be  taken.  If  neither  civil  nor 
criminal  proceedings  were  taken  at  the  time,  it 
would  be  a  very  difficult  thing  now,  after  such 
a  lapse  of  time,  for  the  Gk)vemment  to  institute 
any  inquiry.  But  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  see  that  none  but  respectable 
persons  were  in  the  public  service,  and,  after 
the  statements  which  had  been  made,  the 
Government  would  look  into  the  matter.  That 
would  be  done ;  and  the  passing  of  this  vote 
would  be  taken  on  that  understanding.  But 
it  would  be  unfair  to  strike  out  the  item  in 
view  of  what  he  had  said,  and,  of  course,  the 
Government  could  not  accept  that  position. 
There  were  facts  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden  that  the  House 
knew  nothing  of,  and  it  was  unfair  to  ask  them 
to  vote  upon  the  question,  and  he  did  not  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  put  mem- 
bers in  that  position. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  informed  the 
Premier  during  the  discussion  some  weeks  ago 
that  the  whole  of  the  information  was  in  the 
Native  Department.  The  whole  of  the  papers 
were  there,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
long  ere  this  have  made  himself  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  case. 
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Mr.  WABD  said,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
opposed  this  man  acting  as  interpreter,  and 
after  his  return  to  Wellington  found  he  had 
been  appointed,  ^hy  did  he  not  get  his  col- 
leagues to  dismiss  him  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  was  not  a 
question  he  was  prepared  to  answer.  He 
would  have  moved  tnat  the  item  be  struck  out 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  statement  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  in  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers  in  the  Public  Trust  Office,  with 
which  he  said  the  Government  had  nothing 
to  do.  Parliament  was  responsible  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  salaries,  and  he  thought  the  Minis- 
ter ought,  in  justice  to  Parliament,  to  see  that 
the  Public  Trustee  did  not  retain  in  his  employ 
any  person  who  should  not  be  there. 

Mr.  WAKD  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  had  an  assurance 
that  that  would  be  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  merely  point  out  to  the 
honourable  member  for  EMen  that  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  did  not  hold  the  same  opinion  in 
regard  to  this  matter  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Eden  held.  ■ 

Mr.  MOOBE  said,  after  the  charges  which 
had  heet.  made  against  this  officer,  there  ought 
to  be  an  inquiry  held.  Evidently  there  was 
documentary  evidence  in  the  Native  Depart- 
ment which  the  Minister  might  have  laid  his* 
hand  on,  and  he  ought  to  have  been  in  a  posi- 
tion that  night  to  make  a  definite  statement 
to  the  House  on  the  question.  He  thought 
the  least  the  Minister  could  have  done  was  to 
have  stated  distinctly  that  he  would  have  the 
matter  inquired  into,  and  that  if  the  charges 
were  proved  he  would  have  this  man  dismissed. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  he  did  not  intend  to 
speak  further.  This  question  was  a  very  dis- 
agreeable one,  but  he  did  think  that  Minis- 
ters were  not  doing  right  in  not  postponing 
these  estimates,  and  then  on  a  future  day 
making  a  statement  in  regard  to  this  parti- 
cular appointment.  And  they  should  also  give 
honourable  members  an  opportunity  of  reading 
the  report,  which,  he  thought,  had  only  just 
come  down  from  the  Public  Trust  Office,  so  that 
they  might  understand  the  thing  more  fully. 
He  had  a  very  strong  opinion  as  to  the  Public 
Trust  Office,  but  he  would  not  go  into  the 
matter  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH  asked  when  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  place  upon  the  table  the  re- 
port under  "The  Unclaimed  Land  Act,  1892." 
Would  they  place  a  statement  upon  the  table 
as  to  land  taken  over  by  the  department  during 
the  past  year  ? 

Mr.  WABD  said  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
looked  at  the  Public  Trustee's  report  he  would 
find  that  there  were  five  hundred-odd  sections 
referred  to  as  coming  under  this  Act. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,  after  the  state- 
ment  made  by  the  Premier,  he  proposed  to 
withdraw  his  amendment,  conditionally  on  his 
undertaking  to  look  through  the  papers  in  con- 
nection with  Mr.  Williams,  and,  if  he  con- 
sidered the  statements  made  in  the  House 
borne  out  by  the  facts  disclosed  in  the  papers, 


that  this  officer  should  not  be  longer  kept  in 
the  employment  of  the  Public  Trustee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  stated  that  he 
would  look  into  the  matter,  and  he  would  ac- 
quaint the  honourable  member  with  the  result. 
He  would  inform  the  honourable  gentleman  on 
the  first  opportunity  as  to  the  result  of  the 
inquiries. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  what  he 
wanted  was  an  assurance  from  the  Premier 
that,  if  he  were  satisfied  that  the  charges  made 
against  Williams  had  been  proved,  he  would 
see  that  the  man  was  not  further  employed  in 
the  Trust  Office  or  any  other  Government  office. 
He  thought  that  a  fair  question  to  ask.  Of 
course,  if  the  charges  were  not  proved  the  man 
would  continue  to  be  employed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  would  be  unfair  to 
ask  him  to  go  the  length  the  honourable  gentle- 
man did.  It  was  not  the  wish  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  any  undesirable  officers  in  the 
service  of  the  colony.  He  had  said  so  before, 
and  he  said  so  now ;  and  in  this  case  it  was 
his  duty  to  have  an  inquiry  made,  and  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  department  would  no 
doubt  ask  for  an  explanation  from  this  officer 
in  connection  with  this  matter  and  the  whole 
of  the  circumstances  surrounding  it.  He  would 
himself  look  into  it,  and  if  they  did  not  think 
there  was  sufficient  reason  for  retiring  the 
officer  he  would  be  continued  in  his  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  it  simply  meant 
this :  The  Premier  would  not  promise  to  dismiss 
this  officer  even  if  he  found  the  charges  proved 
against  him.  He  thought  they  should  have  a 
division  on  this  vote.  They  knew,  of  course, 
they  would  not  win  it.  A  number  of  the 
Government  supporters  who  were  in  the  lobby 
would  come  trooping  in,  and  would  support  the 
Government,  no  matter  what  the  merits  were. 
He  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
push  his  amendment  to  a  division.  At  any 
rate,  that  division  would  be  a  protest  against 
the  retention  in  the  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  officer,  against  whom  it  was  alleged 
that  he  was  guilty  of  practices  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  honesty. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  negativing  of  a 
proposal  of  this  kind  was  so  serious  a  thing 
that  he  hoped  they  would  not  go  to  a  vote.  He 
meant  there  would  be  a  number  of  gentlemen 
who  would  vote  on  the  question  not  in  a 
judicial  mind  at  all.  It  was  a  question  for  ik 
judicial  decision,  and  he  would  bie  sorry  to  see 
the  question  negatived  for  that  reason.  He 
thought  it  would  be  discreditable  to  the  House. 
What  they  wanted  was  an  absolute  assurance 
that  there  would  be  a  judicial  inquiry. 

Mr.  WABD  really  thought  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  him  to  say  strain  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  had  just  now  again  made  a 
statement  which  was  contrary  to  fact,  and  he 
did  not  think  a  statement  of  that  sort  should 
be  allowed  to  go  unchallenged.  The  Govern- 
ment had  already  indicated  that  they  would 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  connected  with 
this  officer.  That  statement  was  made  some 
days  ago,  and  the  same  assurance  had  been 
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given  that  night.  When  the  honourihle  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  stated,  as  he  had  just  now,  that 
the  Government  declined  to  hold  an  inquiry,  or 
to  suspend  this  officer  against  whom  these 
eharges  had  been  made,  he  had  simply  to  say 
that  the  honourable  member  was  stating  what 
was  contrary  to  fact ;  and,  in  addition  to  that, 
he  overlooked  this  important  fact  in  his  desire 
to  accuse  the  Grovernment  of  retaining  this 
officer :  that  he  was  appointed  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment, and  remained  as  interpreter,  during 
the  time  of  the  former  Administration,  in 
the  employ  of  the  Government,  in  the  same 
position  that  he  occupied  now.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  late  Administration,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  after  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  department  knew  of  the  charges  brought 
against  him,  no  inquiry  was  held  into  the  cir- 
cumstances by  the  late  Government;  and,  in 
further  connection  with  the  officer  who  was  now 
accused  of  not  being  entitled  to  remain  in  the 
employ  of  the  Government,  and  whom  they 
were  asked  to  suspend,  the  Minister  of  the 
former  Administration  in  charge  of  this  depart- 
ment did  nothing  of  the  kind  they  were  now 
asked  to  do.  When  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  accused  the  Government  of  retaining  the 
services  of  this  officer  he  should,  in  fairness, 
have  also  stated  the  other  side  of  the  question. 
It  would  seem  as  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
bad  some  political  purpose  in  view. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  stated  that  for  political  purposes  lie 
was  anxious  to  have  some  inquiry  made  into 
the  charges  made  against  this  officer.  He  had 
simply  made  a  charge  of  this  sort :  that  the 
Premier  refused  to  give  any  assurance  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden  that  he  would 
suspend  this  officer  if  he  found  the  charge 
brought  against  him  to  be  true.  No  sophistry 
on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  nor  any 
attempt  on  his  part  to  show  that  he  (Mr. 
Mackenzie)  was  going  into  this  matter  for 
political  purposes,  would  cause  him  (Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie) to  take  a  different  view  from  that  ho 
had  already  given  expression  to ;  and  it  came 
with  a  very  bad  grace  from  a  Minister  to  sug- 
gest that  it  was  for  political  purposes  that  he 
asked  the  Premier  to  give  the  assurance  that 
be  would  suspend  this  officer  of  his  department 
if  he  found  him  to  be  guilty  of  such  conduct  as 
they  had  heard  imputed  to  him  in  the  House. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  why  he  was  not  suspended 
by  the  previous  Government. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  hod  nothing  to  do 
with  that.  If  that  Government  gave  to  a  man 
an  interpreter's  license,  did  that  bind  a  suc- 
ceeding Government  to  give  him  a  permanent 
appointment  in  the  service  ?  The  position  was 
the  most  inconsistent  he  had  ever  heard  de- 
fended on  the  floor  of  that  House.  However, 
even  in  that  statement  he  believed  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  not  correct.  He  believed 
this  person  was  never  in  the  service  of  the 
country  at  the  time  referred  to.  Williams 
obtained  a  license  from  the  Atkinson  Govern- 
ment, but  he  never  was  an  officer  in  that  Go- 
'wmment's  employment,  but  now  he  had  been 
appointed  to  a  position  of  trust  by  the  present 
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Government.  The  fact  was  this:  There  were 
certain  men  in  the  Government  service  into 
whose  conduct  the  Government  would  not  in- 
quire, because  they  were  of  the  right  colour^ 
and  there  were  other  men  into  whose  pub- 
lic and  private  affairs  they  were  continually 
searching,  and  they  had  a  band  of  spies  parad- 
ing the  public  offices  to  discover  faults. 

Mr.  SHEBA  thought  they  must  not  forget 
that  this  improper  person  got  into  the  pub- 
lic service  because  the  Atkinson  Government 
gazetted  him  as  a  licensed  interpreter.  That 
gave  him  a  character,  and  it  was  quite  natural 
for  the  Public  Trust  Office  to  be  misled.  He 
thought  it  was  quite  sufficient  for  the  Premier 
to  assure  them  that  the  matter  would  be  in- 
quired into  and  a  proper  decision  come  to. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  was  astonished  at  the  honour- 
able member  for  Clutha  insinuating  that  the 
Postmaster-General  was  speaking  from  political 
motives.  Such  insinuations  were  degrading. 
The  late  Native  Minister  was  absolutely  re- 
sponsible for  this  appointment.  It  was  true 
that  his  deputy  made  the  appointment  in  his 
absence,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
nothing  to  annul  it.  He  now  wanted  to  hang 
the  man  before  he  was  judged.  The  Premier 
had  given  a  fair  assurance  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  had  said  he  was  willing 
to  withdra\y  the  amendment  on  the  assurance 
of  the  Premier,  and  he  said  so  again. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  wished  to  explain,  for 
the  information  of  those  honourable  members 
who  desired  to  look  into  the  matter,  that  when 
the  Joint  Committee  was  dealing  in  1890  with 
the  question  of  the  West  Coast  Settlement  Be- 
serves,  Mr.  Williams  was  examined  before  that 
Committee,  and  was  cross-examined  by  counsel 
for  the  leaseholders.'  Honourable  members 
would  there  see  the  explanation  Mr.  Williams 
himself  gave  with  reference  to  the  charges 
made  against  him. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Vote,  £8,076,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

ADJOUBNMENT. 
The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  House  do  now  adjourn." 

Ayes,  23. 

Blake  Joyce  Shera 

Bruce  Lake  Taylor 

Buick  Mackenzie,  T.  Thompson,  T. 

Carroll  McGowan  Ward 

Eraser  Meredith  Willis. 

Harkness  Mills,  C.  H.  TeUers, 

Hogg  Mitchelson  Carncross 

Houston  Seddon  Smith,  E.  M. 

Noes,  10. 
Allen  Moore 

Duncan  Bhodes  Tellers. 

Hutchison,  G.   Bolleston  Kelly,  J. 

McLean  Thompson,  B.   Palmer. 

Majority  for,  18. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twonty-flvo  minutes 
to  four  o'clock  a.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  16th  August,  1893. 

First  Readings-^Second  Readinff— Third  Reading— 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill  —  Sanday 
Trading.  


The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  ohair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaysbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Gore  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  Juries  Bill. 

SECOND   READING. 
Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Agricultural  and  Pastoral  Societies  Bill. 

OAMARU  LOANS  CONSOLIDATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR,  in  moving, 
That  this  Bill  be  noto  read  tlie  second  tinie,  said 
the  Bill  was  intended,  as  its  title  showed,  to 
oonsolidato  into  one  several  loans  that  had 
been,  from  time  to  time  raised  by  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  Borough  of  Oamaru.  The  seven 
loans  proposed  to  be  consolidated  were  enu- 
merated in  the  First  Schedule  to  the  Bill. 
These  loans  had  been  raised  under  various 
Acts  of  Parliament  and  ordinances  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  of  Otago.  They  amounted  in 
all  to  £173,000,  he  thought.  Unfortunately 
for  the  Corporation,  and  he  supposed  also  for 
the  colony  as  a  whole,  the  Corporation  had 
found  itself  in  the  position  of  being  unable  to 
fulfil  its  obligations  to  the  bondholders,  who 
held  securities  representing  the  loans  men- 
tioned. In  point  of  fact,  the  Corporation  had 
made  default  in  payment  of  interest,  and  it 
was  that  default  that  led  to  action  being  taken 
by  the  bondholders  in  England.  Meetings  had 
been  held  by  these  bondholders,  circulars 
having  been  issued  inviting  them  to  attend 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  position  of 
the  loans  and  securities,  and  the  position  also 
of  the  persons  holding  these  bonds.  The  re- 
sult was  that  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
watch  over  the  interests  of  the  bondholders ; 
and,  after  various  meetings  between  this  Com- 
mittee and  a  representative  appointed  to  act 
on  behalf  of  the  Corporation  of  Oamaru,  a 
scheme  was  arranged,  which  was  set  forth 
in  the  Bill.  The  preamble  of  the  Bill  showed 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  people  who  held 
bonds  representing  those  loans  had  given 
their  consent  to  this  arrangement,  and  there 
was,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  no  opposition  on 
the  part  of  those  who  had  not  signified  their 
consent.  He  understood  the  position  of  those 
who.  had  not  actually  consented  was  merely 
that  they  took  no  action  one  way  or  the  other. 
They  had  been  invited,  the  same  as  others,  to 
attend  a  meeting,  but  whether  they  attended 
it  or  not  he  did  not  know.  They  had  neither 
signified  assent  to  nor  dissent  from  the  arrange- 
ment. The  position  then  was  that,  with  reg^ 
to  Loan  No.  1  in  the  schedule  —  the  loan  of 
Jg25,000— bondholders  representing  £23,300  had 


signified  their  consent.  As  regarded  the  second 
loan,  holders  to  the  value  of  d^,000  had  sig- 
nified their  consent.  As  regarded  the  thi^ 
loan,  all  the  bondholders  had  signified  tiaeit 
consent.  As  to  the  Waterworks  Loan  No.  I, 
of  £60,000,  holders  representing  £48,000  had 
signified  their  consent.  As  to  the  loan  of 
£50,000,  holders  representing  £43,000  had 
signified  their  consent.  As  to  the  £10,000  for 
waterworks,  all  had  consented ;  and  as  to  tiie 
£14,000,  all  had  consented.  So  that  it  would 
be  seen  that  a  very  large  majority  of  the  bond- 
holders had  signified  their  consent  to  this 
arrangement,  and  that,  he  thought,  might  be 
taken  as  very  strong  evidence  that  the  arrange- 
ment sought  to  be  carried  out  by  this  Bill  was 
one  which  was  in  the  interests  of  the  bond- 
holders as  a  whole.  Now,  the  terms  of  the 
arrangement  were  principally  these  :  What  was 
called  a  consolidated  loan  was  to  be  issued 
for  the  total  amount  of  those  various  loans, 
and  the  consolidated  debentures  were  to  be 
given  to  the  present  bondholders  in  exchange 
for  the  debentures  for  the  existing  loans,  and, 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  it  was  declared 
in  section  11  of  the  Bill  before  the  Council 
that  the  existing  loans  were  to  be  invalid  for 
any  purpose  except  that  of  being  exchanged  for 
consolidated  debentures  of  an  equal  amount. 
Then,  there  was  an  important  alteration  made 
in  the  rate  of  interest,  which  honourable  mem- 
bers would  notice  was  somewhat  high  in  respect 
of  some  of  the  loans,  the  first  being  7  per  cent., 
the  second  5  percent.,  the  third  5  percent.,  the 
next  7  per  cent.,  the  next  7  per  cent.,  and  the 
others  6  per  cent.  Under  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed to  be  given  effect  to,  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  interest  on  the  consolidated  loan  was 
to  be  5  per  cent.  In  consideration  for  that  con- 
cession the  borough  had  agreed,  as  would  be 
seen  by  section  3,  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  agreement,  the  Corporation 
should  issue  consolidated  debentures  for  the 
sum  of  £175,000,  to  be  charged  upon  the  re- 
venues, and  also  upon  the  borough  gasworks, 
upon  the  waterworks,  and  upon  the  profits  of 
the  endowments  of  the  Corporation.  Then, 
also,  by  section  9, — 

"  Tlie  Council  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing the  interest  payable  upon  the  moneys 
secured  by  any  consolidated  debentures,  strike 
and  make  a  rate  of  four  shillings  in  the  pound 
upon  all  rateable  property  in  the  borough,  and 
such  rate  shall  be  and  be  deemed  to  be  a  spe- 
cial rate  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  Act, 
and,  save  where  it  is  herein  otherwise  expressly 
provided,  all  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
said  Act,  and  any  Act  or  Acts  amending  or  sub- 
stituted for  the  same,  relating  to  special  rates, 
and  specially  sections  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  and  one  hundred  and  forty-five  of  the  said 
Act,  and  any  provisions  of  any  Act  or  Acts 
amending  or  substituted  for  those  sections, 
shall  apply  to  such  special  rate;  and  the 
Council  shall  in  each  year  levy  so  much  of  the 
said  special  rate  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay 
interest  upon  the  consolidated  debentures." 

Now,  the  bondholders  evidently  considered 
that  it  would  be  an   advantage  to   them  to 
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have  one  consolidated  loan  for  the  different 
loans,  and  to  have  security  for  all  the  loans, 
and  a  mortgage  really  over  all  the  assets  he- 
longing  to  the  Corporation,  for  that  was  what 
^  understood  section  3  of  the  BiU  to  give.  It 
seemed  to  give  the  bondholders  a  mortgage  or 
charge  over  all  assets  of  whatever  kind.  This 
was  obviously  an  advantage  to  the  bondholders 
AB  a  whole,  because  the  bondholders  had  only 
limited  securities.  The  security,  for  instance, 
as  to  the  General  Loan  No.  1  was  a  general 
£ate  of  Is.  8d.  in  the  pound,  and  the  same  with 
legard  io  No.  2.  The  security  for  the  gas  loan 
was  the  profit  on  the  gas-manufacture.  The  se- 
earity  for  the  Waterworks  Loan  No.  1  was  a  rate 
of  Is.  -Sd.  in  the  pound  on  an  annual  valuation ; 
for  No.  2  it  was  Is.  in  the  pound  on  an  an- 
nual rate  on  town  sections ;  and  for  No.  8,  6d. 
in  the  pound  on  annual  valuation ;  and  the 
extension- loan  security  was  a  rate  upon  motive- 
power  charged  on  the  refrigerating  company. 
The  bondholders  had  considered  that  matter 
very  carefully,  one  might  be  quite  sure,  and  they 
bad  come  to  the  conclusiou  that  what  the  Cor- 
poration proposed  to  give  them  by  this  Bill  was 
4o  their  advantage.  A  difficulty,  however,  arose 
in  this  way :  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  such  a 
large  majority  of  the  bondholders  had  consented 
to  this  arrangement,  there  were  a  few  who  had 
made  no  sign  one  way  or  the  other,  and  that 
was  what  made  it  necessary  for  the  bondholders 
and  the  Corporation  to  apply  to  the  Legislature 
for  power  to  sanction  the  carrying- out  of  that 
arrangement.  The  agreement  which  had  already 
been  executed  by  the  Corporation  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  bondholders  was  of  course  not 
binding  upon  the  non-consenting  bondholders. 
The  object  of  the  BiU  was  to  enable  the  Cor- 
poration to  implement  and  carry  out  the  terms 
of  this  agreement.  No  doubt  it  was  to  be  re- 
cpcetted  that  such  a  thing  should  be  necessary, 
bat  he  apprehended  that  what  the  Council  had 
now  to  consider  was,  what  was  really  the  best 
•course  to  settle  the  matter,  and  whether  it 
was  not  advisable  that  the  Legislature  should 
sanction  the  fulfilment  of  this  agreement. 
Although  he  was  not  able  to  mention  precisely 
any  case  in  which  the  same  process  had  been 
adopted,  other  honourable  members  would  be. 
fanuliar  with  cases  that  were  very  nearly  ana- 
logous. He  understood  it  was  almost  the  uni- 
form practice  in  the  Old  Country  when  bonds 
were  issued  by  public  bodies  and  companies 
to  indorse  upon  the  debentures  a  condition 
that  resolutions  with  reference  to  the  bonds  or 
debentures  or  securities,  if  passed  by  a  majority 
of  the  shareholders,  should  be  binding  on  the 
minority.  They  also  knew  that  in  the  case 
of  companies  in  liquidation  the  Court,  under 
**The  Companies  Act,  1862,"  had  power  to 
gammon  meetings  of  creditors  and  to  adopt 
the  decisions  at  such  meetings.  Under  section 
186  of  the  same  Act,  arrangements  between 
a  company  in  voluntary  liquidation  and  its 
creditcrs  could  be  made,  and  those  arrange- 
ments were  binding  on  the  creditors  if  assented 
to  by  three-fourths  of  them.  Then,  by  the  Act 
of  33  and  34  Vict.,  c.  104,  "The  Joint  Stock 
Companies    Arrangement    Act,    1870,"    com- 


promises and  arrangements  sanctioned  by  a 
majority  of  three-fourths  of  the  creditors  at  a 
meeting  were  made  binding  on  the  minority. 
Then,  again,  the  same  thing  had  been  done  a 
good  many  years  since  in  the  case  of  the 
Chatham  and  Dover  Railway,  the  affairs  of 
which  had  got  into  confusion,  and  arbitrators 
were  appointed  to  investigate  matters  and  make 
awards  dealing  with  and  binding  the  various 
debenture-holders,  bondholders,  and  share- 
holders. A  somewhat  similar  arrangement 
was  made  in  the  case  of  the  Milford  Docks 
Company  by  legislation,  so  that  it  appeared 
that  there  was  nothing  startling  or  unusual  in 
the  case  before  the  Council.  He  thought  the 
fact  that  the  debenture-holders  in  the  present 
case,  up  to  such  a  very  large  number,  had 
thought  it  best  in  their  own  interests  to 
assent  to  the  arrangement  might  be  taken  as 
a  very  strong  indication  that  it  was  best  for 
the  debenture-holders  as  a  whole.  He  under- 
stood that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  dissatis- 
faction in  Oamaru  on  the  ground  that  the 
arrangement  proposed  to  be  carried  out  was 
really  more  advantageous  to  the  bondholders 
than  it  should  be,  and  £ome  people  expressed  a 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  Corporation  would  be 
able  to  carry  it  out.  However,  this  arrange- 
ment had  been  entered  into  in  due  form  by 
deed,  although  it  was  not  absolutely  bind- 
ing in  consequence  of  the  minority  not  having 
fallen  in  with  it.  Well,  ic  must  be  carried  if 
the  Legislature  saw  fit  to  sanction  it.  That 
was  really  all  that  this  Bill  asked  to  be  done. 
He  understood  the  practice  in  dealing  with 
private  BiUs,  after  the  general  scheme  of  the 
Bill  had  been  explained,  was  to  take  a  debate 
upon  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee.  He  thought  it  was  unneces- 
sary for  him  to  give  any  further  explanation  of 
or  justification  for  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  that,  what- 
ever might  be  the  practice  in  regard  to  the 
passing  of  private  Bills,  it  was  perfectly  open 
to  any  member  of  the  Council  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  the  general  principles  of  any 
private  Bill,  and  there  were  several  reasons 
why  on  this  occasion  it  was  desirable  to  take 
some  discussion  at  the  outset.  Coming  to  the 
Bill,  there  could  be  no  question  as  to  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  facts  as  set  forth.  He  understood 
the  proposal  was  simply  this :  An  agreement  of 
a  provisional  character  had  been  entered  into 
between  the  Oamaru  Borough  Council  and  the 
bondholders  to  the  extent,  as  stated  by  his 
honourable  friend,  of  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  bondholders.  That  proportion  was  un- 
doubtedly very  large,  but  there  was  still  £18,000 
or  £19,000  not  represented  in  the  consent  given 
to  that  agreement.  It  would  be  unfair  to 
assume  that  those  bondholders  who  had  not 
come  into  that  agreement  were  dissentients. 
His  honourable  friend  had  stated,  he  believed 
perfectly  correctly,  that  there  was  nothing  to 
show  whether  these  were  favourable  to  or  were 
against  that  arrangement,  or  to  the  agreement 
which  had  been  made,  as  he  understood,  by 
a  majority  of  the  bondholders  holding  a  ma- 
jority of  the  bonds.    His   honourable  friend 
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had  qaoted  certain  oases  which  seemed  to 
him  to  justify  what  he  was  pleased  to  consider 
a  very  alight  departure  from  the  usual  prac- 
tice. He  (Mr.  Stevens)  called  the  attention  of 
the  CouncLl  to  this  fact :  that  those  were  cases 
where  bonds  had  been  issued  under  an  agree- 
ment, as  stated  by  his  honourable  friend,  that 
the  voice  of  the  majority  should  be  binding  on 
the  other  bondholders.  They  had  here  at  the 
outset  a  totally  different  condition  of  affairs. 
Every  one  was  entitled  to  be  paid  in  full.  A 
case  was  mentioned  by  his  honourable  friend  of 
the  creditors  at  a  meeting  in  a  bankruptcy 
estate  ;  but  that  was  not  a  case  in  point,  inas- 
much as  those  who  gave  credit  were  quite 
aware  beforehand  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Bankruptcy  Act  governing  that  question.  It 
was  simply  proposed  in  this  case,  at  the  instance 
of  a  majority  of  .the  bondholders,  and  at  the 
instance  of  the  Borough  Council  in  agreement 
with  those  bondholders,  to  ask  the  Legislature 
to  decide  for  them  what  they  were  entitled  to. 
The  11th  clause  of  the  Bill  said  that  all  such 
bonds  as  did  not  come  in  in  common  with 
others  should  be  rendered  by  this  Bill  invalid, 
and  the  new  bonds  representing  that  interest 
were  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Public  Trustee  to 
collect  the  interest  from  time  to  time  and  give 
the  interest  and  the  bonds  sooner  or  later,  if 
desired  by  the  bondholder.  That  was  the 
treatment  of  the  interest  of  those  persons.  It 
was  an  act  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature 
simply  of  stepping  in  and  telling  them  that 
the  Legislature,  in  common  with  a  majority  of 
the  bondholders  and  of  the  Oamaru  Borough 
Council,  considered  that  the  interests  of  those 
persons  who  had  come  in  were  being  properly 
conserved  by  that  Bill.  It  might  be  perfectly 
true — he  had  no  doubt  it  was  so — that  if  the 
bondholders  went  into  this  arrangement  they 
would  be  better  ofi  than  if  they  stood  out.  But 
was  it  for  the  Legislature  to  deliberately  pass 
an  Act  altering  the  position  of  those  persons 
in  relation  to  those  bonds,  and  saying  their 
bonds  should  be  made  invalid  by  this  Bill,  and 
that  they  had  to  take  what  the  Legislature 
thought  fit  to  give  them?  He  submitted  that 
a  more  dangerous  proposition  could  not  be 
made,  and,  if  it  was  carried  out,  his  own  opin- 
ion was  that  those  people  would  be  entitled  to 
ask  the  Qovemment  of  this  colony  to  give 
them  their  money.  He  would  submit  to 
honourable  members  that  they  themselves, 
within  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  had  been 
very  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  not 
varying  the  position  of  property  in  the  hands 
of  bondholders.  Only  the  previous  after- 
noon the  Council  had  it  stroogly  impressed 
upon  them  that  in  no  instance  must  they 
vary  that  position.  To  look  back  somewhat 
into  the  past,  he  would  like  honourable  mem- 
bers to  bear  this  in  mind:  What  was  the 
ground  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  holders 
of  the  provincial  bonds  when  they  were  con- 
solidated? Why,  it  was  that  the  colony  had 
varied  the  security.  Whether  their  conten- 
tion was  a  correct  one  or  not  was  a  matter  of 
opinion.  In  1867  that  was  the  main  ground  of 
objection — that  they  were  varying  the  ground 
Hon,  Mr.  Stevens 


of  security  by  passing  the  Act  they  were  thea 
passing.  That,  more  than  anything  else,  led 
to  the  steps  which  were  taken  and  to  the  al- 
teration of  the  measure  which  was  proposed  to 
be  passed.  ,  Coming  to  a  more  recent  period^ 
the  most  recent  strong  case  they  had  wa» 
that  of  the  New  Plymouth  bonds.  They  had 
to  look  at  the  correspondence  which  reached 
them  some  time  since  from  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Bondholders.  They  found  'there 
that  the  whole  ground  of  their  complaint* 
upon  which  they  founded  their  claim  against 
the  colony,  was  that  the  security  had  —  this 
was  their  assumption  —  been  altered.  Such 
an  operation  as  was  proposed  in  the  Bill- 
was  one  of  the  most  complete  and,  he  mightr 
say,  the  most  violent  operations  it  had  been, 
his  misfortune  to  see  proposed.  He  thought- 
it  only  right  to  call  attention  to  the  circum- 
stances, and  to  ask  honourable  members 
whether  they  were  deliberately  going  to  ratify 
a  plan  of  this  character  in  a  light-hearted 
fashion.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  one  of  the 
most  unsatisfactory  proposals  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  make.  That  it  might  be  satisfactory 
locally  to  the  people  of  Oamaru  was  a  matter 
for  their  consideration  :  they  might  know  bet- 
ter than  he  did.  Whether  the  Borough  Cbun- 
cil  had  a  right  to  enter  into  an  agreement  by 
which  they  largely  altered  the  burdens  and  the 
conditions  with  regard  to  the  borough  loans  of 
Oamaru  was  a  matter  on  which  he  would  not 
express  any  opinion  at  present.  That  was 
worthy  of  consideration  ;  and,  as  regarded  the 
proposal  to  deliberately  take  these  people's 
bonds  and  declare  them  by  Act  of  Parliament 
invalidated,  and  that,  in  obedience  to  the  views- 
of  the  majority  of  the  number  of  bondholders 
and  the  Oamaru  Borough  Council,  they  should 
be  compelled  to  take  what  the  Council  pleased 
to  give  them,  appeared  to  him  to  be  one  of  the 
most  unsatisfactory  and  unsafe  proposals  he 
had  ever  heard  of. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  asked  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  what 
he  meant  by  the  expression  that  it  was  doubt- 
ful if  the  Corporation  would  be  able  to  carry 
out  the  scheme.  If  there  was  to  be  no  finality 
in  the  matter  it  would  have  to  be  further  con- 
sidered. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  explained  that 
it  might  be  found  that  the  terms  offered  by  the 
Corporation  were  more  favourable  than  they 
were  justified  in  offering. 

The  Hon.  Mr.'BOWEN  thought,  then,  that  it 
was  a  matter  that  would  require  to  be  looked 
into  again  by  the  Committee.  It  was  very  im« 
portant  to  know  whether  there  was  any  faith 
in  the  community  specially  interested  as  ta 
the  finality  of  the  proposals  —  whether  there 
was  any  certainty  that  the  arrangement  the 
ratification  of  which  was  now  asked  for  would 
be  carried  out.  He  understood  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  bondholders  had  assented  t> 
the  scheme,  but  not  all  of  them.  One  objec- 
tion raised  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  —  and  he 
thought  it  was  a  very  forcible  one  —  was  that 
the  Bill  did  not  propose  to  make  this  conver- 
sion  with   the    consent  o£  the   bondholders^ 
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but  proposed  to  make  it  in  the  teeth  of  any 
objeotors  amongst  the  bondholders  to  the  con- 
Torsion.  If  to  the  doubts  thus  raised  it  was 
added  —  in  what,  he  must  say,  were  ominous 
"words  from  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  Bill — that  there  was  some  doubt 
JM  to  whether  the  Corporation  would  be  able 
to  carry  out  the  scheme  proposed,  it  placed 
the  matter  in  a  still  more  serious  light  before 
the  Council.  He  thought  the  Bill  ought  not  to 
be  passed  without  being  referred  back  to  the 
-Committee  for  further  evidence. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  thought 
the  Bill  had  been  very  well  explained  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens.  The  point  mentioned  he 
«hould  not  go  back  upon,  but  there  were  one  or 
two  others  that  might  be  noticed.  First  of  all 
he  could  not  think  there  could  be  any  justice 
in  paying  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent, 
when  the  Corporation  were  paying  7  per  cent. 
He  could  not  understand  why  they  should  go 
back  upon  the  legislation.  It  was  something 
on  the  Pennsylvanian  -  bonds  principle.  He 
thought  the  whole  of  the  money  ought  to  be 
paid  to  the  debenture-holders.  But  apparently 
they  had  nothing  to  hope  for  from  the  Oamaru 
.Corporation.  He  could  not  see  what  ground  of 
jastice  there  could  be  in  attempting  to  appro- 
priate this  amount  which  ought  to  be  paid  to 
the  bondholders.  Another  thing  which  ought 
to  be  mentioned  was  the  clause  referring  to 
uniform  rates.  Upon  what  ground  could  the 
sinking  funds,  which  really  belonged  to  the 
debenture-holders,  be  appropriated  in  this  man- 
ner? There  was  really  no  reason;  because 
afterwards  the  debenture- holders,  if  they  could 
not  get  anything  more  out  of  the  Goi^oracion, 
would  have  to  make  a  financial  bargain  and  be 
content  to  take  5  per  cent.,  and  he  did  not  see 
why  they  should  be  deprived  of  the  sinking 
funds.  The  question  of  the  majority  required 
oareful  consideration :  though  the  minority  was 
very  small,  he  thought  the  Legislature  should 
have  some  hesitation  in  saying  that  any  person 
ahould  accept  bonds  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest. 
It  was  their  duty  to  carry  out  the  bargain,  and 
be  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Oamaru  Cor- 
poration to  do  so.  At  any  rate,  if  this  were 
not  done  it  would  redound  very  little  to  the 
oredit  of  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  thought 
the  Bill  required  to  be  very  carefully  considered. 
So  far  as  the  debenture-holders  were  concerned, 
the  Bill  at  first  sight  seemed  to  be  a  very  fair 
eolation  of  the  difficulty  that  had  taken  place. 
With  regard  to  those  debenture-holders  who  had 
-entered  into  this  agreement,  there  could  be 
no  question  that  the  Legislature  should  give 
^eo(  to  that  agreement ;  but  the  only  question 
was  in  regard  to  what  might  be  termed  the 

Sttiescent  debenture-holders.  He  would  like  to 
now  whether  these  debenture-holders  had  had 
notice  of  this  Bill,  and  whether  they  knew  it 
was  intended  to  deal  with  their  rights  in  the 
way  proposed.  If  they  had  had  notice,  and  the 
proposals  were  entertained,  that  might  be  an 
element  for  the  Council  to  take  into  considera- 
tion. If  the  amount  was  only  £20,000,  and  the 
'-debenture  -  holders  had  agreed  to  the  altered 


rate  of  5  per  cent,  it  might  be  that  the  Cor- 
poration should  get  the  Bill  through ;  but  that 
was  a  matter  that  would  have  to  be  very  care- 
fully considered.  One  point  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  moved  the  second  reading 
did  not  refer  to,  and  one  about  which  he  had 
been  a  little  puzzled,  was  as  to  the  objection 
to  the  provisions  in  clause  15.  He  did  not  quite 
see  the  manner  of  this,  and  why  the  sinking 
fund  should  not  be  applied  pro  tanto  in  reduction 
of  the  debentures.  Why  it  should  be  given  as 
a  bonus  to  the  debenture-holders  he  could  not 
quite  understand.  One  feature  of  the  Bill 
— and  it  might  be  the  fault  of  many  others, 
and  the  Corporation  now  came  to  realise  it — 
was  simply  that  the  power  of  raising  money 
in  the  different  localities  had  not  been  an  un- 
mixed blessing.  He  would  not  say  anything 
further  in  the  meantime,  because  the  Bill 
would  go  to  a  Committee  before  it  went  to  its 
third  reading,  and  the  Private  Bills  Committee 
wotfld,  no  doubt,  fully  discuss  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  thought  the  best 
settlement  of  this  question  would  be  for  the 
consenting  majority  of  bondholders  first  to  buy 
up  the  bonds  of  the  minority  in  London — that 
was  a  perfectly  possible  and  desirable  trans- 
action— as  a  guarantee  of  the  good  faith  of  the 
Corporation,  or  the  majority,  or  both.  If  the 
Legislature  passed  the  Bill  he  entertained  no 
doubt  the  colony  would  become  liable  morcJly 
for  the  payment  of  interest  promised.  They 
gave  the  imprimatur  of  the  colony  to  the  pro- 
posal, and  ought  to  see  that  there  were 
means  to  pay  the  interest.  They  might  en- 
deavour to  wriggle  out  of  it,  but  there  was  no 
doubt,  if  they  passed  the  measure,  as  a  colony 
they  would  be  responsible  for  the  compromise, 
and  for  the  fulfilment  of  it  on  the  part  of  the 
Corporation  of  Oamaru.  That  made  it  a  very 
serious  question,  and  he  did  not  think  the 
Council  ought  to  pass  the  Bill  until  the  consent 
of  all  was  obtained. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  said  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stevens  had  put  the  case  very  fully  before 
the  Council,  and  since  then  another  feature 
had  been  added  to  the  position  by  the  speech  of 
the  mover  of  the  Bill  in  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  who  asked  whether 
there  was  to  be  any  finality.  There  seemed  to 
be  a  doubt  whether  the  quiescent  bondholders 
had  agreed  to  the  position  and  to  a  Bill  of  this 
sort.  If  not,  some  other  and  further  iuter- 
ference  might  be  required,  if  nothing  else,  in 
connection  with  the  proposal.  One  other 
feature  had  been  referred  to,  and  which  the 
Council  must  consider :  What  would  the  effect 
be  upon  other  securities  of  a  like  kind  in  the 
colony?  What  would  be  the  effect  if  the 
holders  of  bonds  of  Harbour  Boards  and  Muni- 
cipalities once  knew  the  Legislature  were  going 
to  arbitrarily  interfere  with  these  bonds  ?  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  whole  of  the  bond- 
holders would  exercise  caution  in  dealing  with 
them,  and  he  hoped  that  would  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  wished  to  say  a  word 
upon  the  Bill.  He  only  rose  to  point  out  that 
the  fears  that  had  been  expressed  by  the  Hon. 
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Mr.  Ormond  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bbwen  as  to  the 
want  of  finality  in  this  measure  were  ground- 
less. They  would  see  this  if  they  cast  their 
eyes  over  clause  16.  They  would  find  that, 
although  the  power  of  rating  up  to  48.  was  in 
clause  9»  yet  clause  16  provided  that,  if  at  any 
time  a  special  rate  of  4s.  in  the  pound  should 
be  insufficient  to  provide  the  interest  in  full 
on  the  consolidated  debentures,  the  Council 
was  empowered  to  increase  such  special  rate  to 
an  amount  which  would  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide such  interest.  So  that  the  Corporation 
would  be  empowered  by  the  Bill,  if  it  passed, 
to  tax  up  to  the  full  value  of  the  rental  over 
the  properties  in  the  town.  They  had  already 
levied  the  full  rate  which  by  law  they  were 
empowered  to  levy.  They  could  not  go  any 
further,  and  the  result  was  a  state  of  things 
which  had  been  disclosed  to  the  Council  that 
day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI  would  have 
thought  that  they  would  have  heard  some 
expression  of  opinion  from  the  Ministerial 
benches  upon  this  proposal.  He  would  have 
thought  that  at  leasts  one  or  two  honourable 
gentlemen  on  those  benches  would  have  got  up 
and  said  something  in  reference  to  this  Bill. 
They  had  been  told  by  some  honourable  gentle- 
men that  it  was  very  gracious  on  the  part  of 
the  bondholders  to  agree  to  a  reduction  from 
7  per  cent,  to  5  per  cent.  If  the  bondholders 
hsid  agreed  to  the  security  continuing  under 
which  their  former  bonds  were  held  he  would 
have  had  no  objection  whatever  to  the  measure ; 
but  he  had  read,  and  had  seen,  a  performance 
of  one  of  Shakespeare's  plays — **  The  Merchant 
of  Venice."  The  worst  character  in  that  play, 
although  an  imaginary  one,  was  one  called 
Shylock.  If  ever  there  were  a  Shylock,  he 
thought  it  was  the  bondholders  who  demanded 
such  security  as  that  Bill  provided  for.  They 
were  the  worst  of  Shylocks  that  he  had  ever 
known.  The  first  security  of  £25,000  was  pro- 
tected by  a  general  rate;  the  second  security 
was  a  similar  one  ;  the  security  on  the  £60,000 
was  a  rate  of  Is.  8d.  in  the  pound.  That  was 
their  security,  and  they  were  perfectly  willing  to 
provide  for  that.  For  the  £50,000  there  was  a 
special  rate  of  Is.,  and  for  the  £10,000  a  special 
rate  of  6d.  That  made  2s.  9d.  But  what  they 
were  demanding  now  was  different,  and  more 
than  the  people  were  able  to  bear,  because,  as 
he  had  said,  the  property  had  so  depreciated 
from  year  to  year  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
taxation  they  had  been  suffering  under.  A  Bill 
of  that  nature  must  have  naturally  a  tendency 
to  reduce  the  value  of  property  still  more^ 
and  the  burden  would  eventually  come  to  20s. 
in  the  pound  to  those  who  were  unfortunate 
enough  to  remain.  He  thought  the  Govern - 
ment  would  have  done  something  to  give  some 
ease  or  some  relief,  but  they  were  sitting 
coolly,  calmly,  and  quietly  there  and  did  no- 
thing. He  should  have  thought  they  would 
have  given  them  some  relief,  after  hearing  of 
their  position.  He  would  point  out  to  his 
honourable  friend  that  in  1884  he  occupied  a 
seat  in  another  branch  of  the  Legislature 
when  two  Bills  were  introduced — one  for  the 
Hon,  Mr,  Oliver 


Westport  Harbour  and  one  for  the  Grey- 
mouth  Harbour.  Those  measures  were  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  money  for  the  benefit 
of  private  companies,  and  those  measures  had 
the  indorsement  of  the  Crov^n.  Relief  waft 
given  to  those  people ;  and  if  the  Government 
had  any  feeling  or  sympathy  for  the  people  of 
the  colony,  instead  of  indorsing  a  Bill  of  th» 
kind  now  before  the  Council  they  would  have 
said,  "  We  will  take  over  the  security  and 
will  hand  it  over  to  the  Public  Trustee,  and 
we  will  indorse  your  bills  and  give  you  the 
money  for  8^  or  4  per  cent."  If  such  a  scheme 
were  brought  about  the  Government  could  take 
over  the  securities  and  could  indorse  the  bonds 
for  all  local  bodies.  If  that  had  been  done 
they  would  not  have  that  unfortunate  Bill  be- 
fore them  now.  The  security  which  the  bond- 
holders were  getting  the  Government  could 
have  taken  and  handed  over  to  the  Public 
Trustee.  Instead  of  having  to  pay  5  per  cent, 
they  would  have  got  the  money  for  8)  per 
cent.,  and  it  would  have  been  a  great  benefit 
to  the  local  bodies.  The  Government  would 
have  saved  half  a  million  to  the  country — 
that  was,  taking  the  amount  of  money  which 
the  local  bodies  raised  outside  the  colony. 
It  had  been  said  that  it  was  very  generous 
on  the  part  of  the  bondholders  to  agree  to 
the  reduction  of  2  per  cent.  But  he  bought 
they  were  under  no  compliment  to  the  bond- 
holders. The  bondholders  were  getting  an  ex- 
tension of  fourteen  years— fourteen  years  of 
extra  currency — and  surely  that  was  worth 
something.  They  got  all  the  security,  right  and 
left ;  rates,  rents,  and  everything  in  the  plaoe 
were  now  going  to  them ;  and  then  the  rate- 
payer had  to  find  money  besides  to  pay  the 
Corporation*  to  keep  up  improvements.  He 
should  like  to  know  how  the  Government  ex- 
pected the  people  of  the  colony  to  prosper 
under  such  circumstances  as  those.  But  in 
Oamaru  they  were  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the 
world.  The  member  for  Oamaru  was  standing 
single-handed  in  the  matter.  They  got  no 
assistance  from  Dunedin.  The  member  for 
Oamaru  was  only  one,  but  for  a  city  like 
Dunedin  there  were  three  members,  and  there 
were  the  suburban  members,  and  they  gave  & 
great  support  to  the  Government.  As  to  Christ- 
church  and  Wellington  it  was  the  same.  But, 
unfortunately,  Oamaru  had  only  one  member^ 
and  the  Government  did  not  get  as  much  sup- 
port as  they  did  from  other  places.  After 
Oamaru  had  spent  large  sums  of  money  on 
the  waterworks,  the  Government  stepped  in 
and,  by  an  Order  in  Council,  caused  the  pollu- 
tion, by  declaring  the  River  Maerewhenua  & 
a  sludge  -  channel.  The  people  had  spent 
£175,000  on  the  waterworks,  and  that  was  all 
they  had  for  their  money.  He  had  a  sample  of 
the  water  which  showed  its  present  condition. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  have  some  sympathy 
for  the  people.  The  Government  had  shown  no 
sense  of  responsibility  or  of  feeling.  They  had 
had  the  finest  water  in  the  colony — Professor 
Black  bad  said  so ;  but  the  Government,  to 
secure  a  few  votes,  had  declared  the  Maere- 
whenua River  a  sludge-channel,  and  all  tha 
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tailings  went  into  it.  He  was  not  going  to 
oppose  the  Bill,  but  he  thought  he  ought  to 
say  these  few  words  in  the  interests  of  the 
xatepayers.  The  Government  should  and  ought 
to  come  to  their  assistance.  They  borrowed  not 
for  personal  benefit,  but  for  the  health  and 
benefit  of  the  public,  and  for  future  generations. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  would  express  the  opin- 
ion that  a  very  important  question  had  been 
xaiaed  as  to  the  local  loans  for  harbours.  For 
some  years  he  had  been  of  the  opinion  that 
they  paid  too  much  for  those  loans.  He  con- 
sidered that  some  general  measure  should  be 
introduced  by  the  Government — of  course  it 
could  not  be  done  that  session^to  consolidate 
the  whole  of  the  harbour  loans  and  the  securi- 
ties over  them.  There  would  be  no  solution 
of  the  difficulty  as  regarded  such  harbours  as 
Oamaru  and  Dunedin  unless  something  of  the 
kind  were  done.  Begarding  the  present  case, 
be  wished  to  remark  that  the  loans  over 
which  the  difficulty  with  the  bondholders 
had  arisen  were  Nos.  1  and  2,  for  £60,000  and 
£50,000.  Those  loans  bore  interest  at  7  per 
cent.;  and  it  was  clearly  on  those  loans  that 
the  dissentient  voice  of  the  bondholders  was 
heard.  When  those  dissentients— -he  supposed 
one  must  look  upon  them  as  such — entered 
into  that  contract  with  the  other  bondholders 
they  knew  exactly  the  security  they  were  get- 
ting. They  entered  into  it  voluntarily.  Now, 
if  it  was  proposed  to  do  as  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Downie  Stewart  said,— to  accept  the  Bill  so  far 
as  it  regarded  loans,  that  was,  to  accept  5  per 
cent.,  —  if  they  did  that,  the  Council  would 
see  that  they  were,  practically,  increasing  the 
security  of  those  who  were  not  wishing  to 
go  in.  He  thought  that  would  be  unfair. 
Those  who  were  willing  to  accept  5  per  cent, 
would  only  get  5  per  cent.  He  did  not  see 
why  the  Council  should  hesitate  to  pass  the 
Bill,  seeing  that  it  appeared  such  a  small 
number  were  opposed  to  it,  representing  some 
£19,000,  he  thought.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion that  had  been  raised  about  this  measure 
not  being  final,  he  thought  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver 
had  fairly  answered  that.  At  any  rate,  the 
majority  of  the  bondholders  considered  that  it 
would  help  them  out  of  their  difficulties,  and 
were  willing  to  accept  the  proposed  scheme. 
It  was  only  right,  he  thought,  that  the  Bill 
should  be  passed.  It  would  be  a  great  ser- 
vice to  Oamaru,  notwithstanding  the  equivocal 
speech  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski,  for  he  (Mr. 
Bolt)  did  not  know  whether  that  honourable 
gentleman  would  support  the  Bill  or  not.  He 
himself  thought  it  would  be  wise  for  the  Coun- 
cil to  pass  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  would  merely  like  to 
say  that  the  question  was  one  of  a  very  im- 
portant character  indeed.  It  weis  a  question  of 
expediency  for  the  Corporation,  and  he  believed 
it  would  be  also  to  the  advantage  of  the  bond- 
holders. There  was  no  doubt  it  would  be  of 
great  advantage  to  the  people  of  Oamaru. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  get  this  matter 
settled,  and  he  thought,  therefore,  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  allow  the  Bill  to  pass 
its  second  reading  and  go  to  Committee.    It 


seemed  to  him  that  there  was  a  very  great  dif- 
ference between  active  opposition  on  the  part  of 
a  small  section  of  the  bondholders  and  simply 
negative  action.  They  all  knew  of  the  difficulty 
in  connection  with  getting  people  in  a  district 
to  sanction  a  loan  where  a  majority  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  ratepayers  was  required  in  a 
district  before  a  loan  could  be  got.  There 
were  many  people  who  would  not  vote  at  all ; 
and,  with  reganl  to  those  bondholders  holding 
nineteen  thousand  pounds'  worth,  they  neither 
assented  to  nor  dissented  from  the  arrange- 
ment. He  thought  it  was  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  and  should  be  agreed  to.  With  re- 
gard to  these  harbour  loans,  it  had  often  been 
said  that  the  Government  should  step  in  and 
take  them  up;  but  that  was  the  very  thing 
that  the  Council  had  set  its  face  against,  and 
a  special  condition  was  put  in  every  Harbour 
Board  loan  that  it  was  not  to  be  made  a  charge 
upon  the  colony ;  otherwise  sooner  or  later  they 
would  have  had  the  whole  of  such  loans  thrown 
on  the  colony,  and  that  was  one  reason  why 
he  was  very  anxious  indeed  to  see  a  Bill  of 
of  that  character  pass,  if  it  could  be  done  fairly 
and  with  justice  to  the  people  concerned,  so 
that  the  people  of  the  colony  might  not  have 
those  loans  thrown  upon  them.  Let  the  in- 
dividual Board  or  body  that  was  in  difficulties 
make  its  own  arrangements  for  getting  out 
of  those  difficulties.'  He  thought  the  colony 
should  not  be  saddled  with  the  results  of  large 
and  unnecessary  local  expenditure.  He  would 
support  the  second  reading,  and  reserve  to  him- 
self the  right  to  take  further  action  at  another 
stage. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  would  not  oppose 
the  second  reading,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
thought  the  Bill,  instead  of  being  in  favour  of 
the  colony,  was  very  much  against  it.  What 
had  been  said  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski  cer- 
tainly bore  out  his  views.  If  he  mistook  not,  the 
bondholders  as  security  had  rates  aggregating 
4s.  in  the  pound  to  depend  upon,  which,  if  they 
appointed  a  Receiver,  would  not  give  them  5  per 
cent.  He  was  open  to  correction,  because  he 
might  be  wrong,  but  that  was  the  information 
he  had  got,  after  making  some  inquiries.  In 
that  case  they  had  no  right  to  claim  more. 
They  took  the  loan  up  at  a  very  high  rate  of 
interest  with  the  understanding  that  they  had 
those  rates  to  depend  upon,  and  he  thought 
they  should  claim  only  such  interest  as  those 
rates  would  provide.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
rate  being  retained  at  4s.  in  the  pound,  but  it 
was  the  16th  section  of  the  Bill  he  objected  to, 
which  gave  the  bondholders  the  right  to  call 
upon  the  Borough  Council  to  raise  a  rate  with- 
out any  limit  as  to  amount,  as  had  been  pointed 
out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver.  He  wocQd  not 
object  to  the  Bill,  but  he  thought  it  was  one  of 
those  Bills  that  required  very  serious  considera- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  Council.  The  property 
in  Oamaru  at  the  present  time  was  quite  un- 
saleable on  account  of  the  heavy  rates  and 
taxation  levied.  He  did  not  say  the  Corpora- 
tion was  to  blame  for  that,  but  it  was  because 
they  had  been  given  too  large  borrowing-powers 
— larger  than  in  other  parts  of  the  colony. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  MAGGBEGOB  said,  ^ith  re- 
gard  to  the  difficulty  suggested  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bowen,  be  wished  to  explain  that,  if  the  ob- 
jection was  not  sufficiently  met  already  by  the 
statement  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  he 
thought  it  would  be  sufficient  to  point  out  that, 
if  what  was  meant  by  *'  finality  "  was  that  the 
Corporation  was  not  taxed  to  the  full  extent  of 
its  resources,  then  all  one  could  say  was  that 
the  Bill,  as  it  now  appeared  before  the  Council, 
really  handed  over  everything  in  the  shape  of 
assets  that  the  Corporation  possessed,  so  that, 
in  this  sense,  the  matter,  he  thought,  was  quite 
sufficiently  final.  He  was  not  aware  of  any 
process  by  which  anything  more  could  be 
gained  by  the  bondholders  either  through  the 
Legislature  or  in  any  other  way.  The  Cor- 
poration, in  coming  to  this  arrangement  with 
the  creditors,  had  shown  that  they  had  taxed  to 
the  utmost  limit  of  their  taxing-powers.  The 
rate  fixed  by  the  Bill  wa.s  4s.  in  the  pound.  It 
iiad  been  pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver 
.and  others  that  the  taxing -power  was  really 
unlimited,  and,  if  the  rate  of  4s.  in  the  pound 
was  authorised  by  the  Act,  then  no  more  rates 
oould  by  any  possibility,  or  by  any  process 
known  to  law,  be  squeezed  out  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. It  must  be  admitted  that  the  scheme  had 
quite  sufficient  finality  about  it.  With  regard 
to  the  objection  mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Grace,  that,  if  this  scheme  was  to  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  Legislature,  then  the  colony 
might  be  held  liable  to  the  dissentient  bond- 
holders, he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
.there  was  absolutely  no  foundation  for  such  a 
suggestion.  It  was  sufficient  to  point  to  sec- 
tion 22,  which  said,  *'  No  claim  of  any  holder 
of  consolidated  debentures  or  coupons,  or  of 
any  creditor  of  the  Corporation,  shall  attach 
to  or  be  paid  out  of  the  public  revenues  of 
New  Zealand  or  by  the  Government  thereof." 
There  was  no  ground,  he  apprehended,  for  the 
impression  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  as  to  the 
possible  liability  of  the  colony.  He  had  not 
.the  least  hesitation  in  saying  tnat  nothing  that 
the  Legislature  could  do  in  passing  that  Bill 
could  in  the  slightest  degree  tend  to  make  the 
colony  responsible  to  those  bondholders.  With 
regard  to  the  question  raised  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stewart  as  to  the  mode  of  payment  of  the 
sinking  fund,  he  would  just  explain  this,  which 
would  also  meet  the  remark  made  by  the  Hon. 
Sir  George  Whitmore.  It  would  be  noticed  that 
the  sinking  fund  was  attached  to  only  one  of  the 
loans,  the  first  loan  mentioned  in  the  schedule 
of  the  Bill ;  and  the  provisions  of  section  14 

Provided  that  that  sinking  fund  was  to  be 
istributed  amongst  the  holders  of  that  loan. 
Section  15  merely  provided  the  manner  in  which 
that  sinking  fund  was  to  be  distributed.  If 
honourable  members  would  notice  that  part  of 
section  14  that  was  proposed  to  be  struck  out, 
it  provided  the  manner  in  which  the  proceeds 
were  to  be  distributed ;  and  there  was  power 
to  consolidate  the  proceeds  of  the  sinking 
fund,  which  was  to  be  distributed  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  the  bonds.  That 
had.  been  thought  to  be  a  cumbrous  method 
of  dealing  with  the  matter,  and  it  was  sug- 


gested, when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee  in 
another  place,  that  the  method  set  out  in  sec- 
tion 15  would  be  simpler  and  more  equitable. 
The  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  were 
entitled  to  a  good  deal  of  weight,  and  whatever 
weight  they  were  entitled  to  was  due  not  to  the 
fact  that  this  borough  had  proposed  a  scheme 
for  meeting  its  creditors,  but  to  the  fact  that 
the  borough  was  compelled  to  make  default. 
It  was  for  the  Council  to  consider  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  for  the  country  as  a  whole, 
as  well  as  for  the  borough,  if  some  such  ar^ 
rangement  a.s  this  could  be  cai^ried  out,  thaa 
that  the  borough  should  be  compelled  to  make 
default,  and  that  the  bondholders  in  Engi- 
land  should  be  compelled  to  appoint  a  Ke- 
ceiver ;  because  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
Corporation  was  in  this  position  :  that  unless 
such  a  provision  as  this  was  made  there  would 
be  the  risk  that  the  bondholders  would  be 
compelled  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  and 
appoint  a  Receiver;  and  he  submitted  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony  as  a  whole,  and  from  a  public  policy 
point  of  view,  which  was  that  from  which  he 
understood  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  had  looked 
at  the  matter,  it  was  better  that  this  scheme, 
which  had  the  assent  of  so  large  a  proportion, 
of  the  holders  of  the  bonds,  should  be  carried 
out.  That  the  arrangement  would  receive  very 
careful  consideration  before  being  entered  into 
they  might  rest  assured.  He  would  just  refer 
to  the  remarks  made  on  the  subject  by  the 
solicitor  acting  for  the  bondholders  in  England. 
He  said, — 

**  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  fully  into  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  the  bondholders 
to  assent,  but  the  main  inducement  to  them  to 
do  so  has  been  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  state 
of  the  municipality,  it  is  anticipated  that  if 
their  existing  rights  were  enforced  to  the  fuU 
extent  infinite  confusion  and  difficulty  would 
be  created  between  the  various  classes  of  bond- 
holders in  the  assertion  of  their  rights,  and  the 
probable  result  would  be  to  create  such  burdens 
and  charges  upon  the  municipality,  and  to 
diminish  its  population  and  prosperity  to  such 
an  extent,  as  to  imperil  seriously  the  interests 
of  all  the  bondholders." 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stewart,  whether  the  bondholders  had  been 
informed  of  the  reasons  for  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Bill,  he  might  state  that  they 
had.  Ho  had  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  a  circular 
sent  to  the  bondholders,  which  stated  that  to 
each  one  of  them  was  sent  a  copy  of  the  agree- 
ment that  was  proposed  to  be  implemented  in 
this  Bill,  and  they  were  asked  whether  or  not 
they  consented  to  that  arrangement,  and  the 
consent  of  a  large  number  had  been  obtained 
in  regard  to  that  scheme.  In  these  circum- 
stances he  was  justified  in  asking  the  Council 
to  treat  as  consenting  parties  those  bond- 
holders who  had  expressed  no  dissent,  and 
who  had  made  no  representations  to  the  Legis- 
lature. He  might  suggest  that  it  might  very 
fairly  be  taken  that  those  bondholders  did  not 
dissent.  He  submitted  that  none  of  the  ob- 
jections that  had  been  raised  to  the  passing 
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of  this  measure  were  entitled  to  sach  weight 
as  would  justify  the  Council  in  objecting  to  the 
measure. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

SUNDAY  TRADING. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  moved,  That  the 
26th  section  of  "  The  Police  Offences  Act, 
1684^'*  should  be  forthwith  so  far  amended  as 
to  relieve  from  liability  to  prosecution  persons 
protecting  their  property  in  contravention  of 
that  section;  and  that  the  Government  be  re- 
quested to  introduce  an  amendment  of  the  Act 
to  that  effect  during  the  present  session.  He 
said  the  question  referred  to  in  this  motion 
seemed  to  him  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  him  in  bringing  it  before  the  Council. 
By  the  16th  section  of  the  Police  Offences  Act 
persons  were  prohibited,  under  a  penalty,  from 
carrying  out  certain  operations  on  Sundays. 
He  was  not  going  to  say  anything  in  regard  to 
(he  general  question  of  what  was  right  or  wrong 
to  do  on  Sundays,  but  he  thought  the  Council 
would  agree  with  him  that  the  interpretation 
that  was  given  to  that  section  of  the  Act  was  one 
which  was  quite  incompatible  with  common- 
sense,  and  one  which  they  did  not  approve  of. 
The  section  ran  thus : — 

"  Any  person  who  on  Sunday,  in  or  in  view 
of  any  public  place,  trades,  works  at  his  trade 
or  calling,  deals,  transacts  business,  or  exposes 
goods  for  sale,  or  keeps  open  to  public  view  any 
house,  store,  shop,  bar,  or  other  place  for  the 
purpose  of  trading,  dealing,  transacting  busi- 
ness, or  exposing  goods  for  sale  therein,  shall 
be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  pound. 

**  But  nothmg  herein  contained  shall  apply 
to  works  of  necessity  or  charity,  or  the  driving 
of  live-stock,  or  the  sale  of  medicines,  or  the 
sale  or  delivery  of  milk,  or  to  hairdressers  or 
barbers  before  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  or 
to  persons  driving  any  public  or  private  car- 
riage or  cab,  or  to  persons  employed  in  the 
working  of  rsdlway  trains  or  tram  cars,  or  cable 
lines,  or  on  steamers,  vessels,  or  boats,  or  to 
any  livery  stable-keeper,  or  to  any  person  letting 
boats  for  hire,  or  any  person  employed  in  or  in 
conneotion  with  any  teleigraph  or  poet  office,  or 
to  any  person  employed  in  preparing,  printing, 
and  publishing  a  daily  paper." 

That  was,  of  course,  very  restrictive.  It  was 
well  known  that  there  were  many  laws  which 
were  invariably  broken  by  general  consent; 
but  the  application  which  had  been  given  on 
more  than 'one  occasion  to  that  section  was 
really  such  as  to  call  for  their  earnest  atten- 
tion. He  might  instance  the  case  that  oc- 
curred a  few  years  ago  in  Wellington.  In 
the  hottest  weather,  in  the  middle  of  sum- 
mer, an  unfortunate  Chinaman  was  detected 
by  the  police  watering  his  vegetables.  He  was 
prosecuted  under  this  section  of  the  Act,  and 
was  fined,  and  had  to  pay  the  law  expenses — 
about  £i  lOs.  That  man  was  simply  saving 
his  plants  by  the  raising  or  sale  of  which  he  got 
his  living.  He  presumed  a  certain  class  of  the 
publio  eonsidereid  that  Chinamen  ought  to  be 
subject  to  a  good  deal  more  restriction  than 
other  people,  but  he  did  not  think  that  was  the 


view  of  that  Chamber.  Then,  again,  within 
the  last  few  months — during  the  last  harvest 
— another  case  occurred;  and  he  would  read 
the  newspaper  report  :— 

"HAEVESTINQ  ON  SUNDAY.— PROSECUTION  OF  A 
**  FARMER. 

*'  The  following  particulars  of  an  action 
against  a  farmer  for  working  on  Sunday  are 
taken  from  the  Otago  Daily  Times  of  yester- 
day: — 

*'  At  the  Mosgiel  Police  Court,  on  Tuesday 
before  Messrs.  H.  H.  Inglis,  Mayor  of  Mosgiel, 
and  W.  Carncross,  M.H.B.,  a  farmer  named 
Dennis  O'Brien,  who  was  undefended,  pleaded 
guilty  to  a  charge  of  having  on  Sunday,  the 
22nd  January,  worked  at  his  calling  at  Winga- 
tui,  in  view  of  a  public  road.  The  accused 
added  that  he  thought  he  was  committing  no 
oSence  in  doing  the  work.  The  information 
was  laid  under  section  16  of  *  The  Police 
0£Eencefl  Act,  1884,*  which  provided  for  the 
imposition  of  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £1  on 
any  person  who  works  on  Sunday  in  or  in  view 
of  any  public  place,  exception  being  made  in 
favour  of  works  of  necessity  and  charity,  and 
persons  employed  in  certain  trades  and  pro- 
fessions. 

*'  Constable  Miller  said  the  accused  had  a 
paddock  of  hay  in  coils  in  the  week  preced- 
ing the  Sunday  in  question,  and  it  was  ready 
for  stacking,  but  wet  weather  coming  on  he 
was  unable  to  stack  it.  On  the  Sunday,  which 
was  a  dry  day,  the  coils  were  turned  over  to 
catch  the  wind,  and  accused  thought  that  if 
after  that  he  left  it  untouched  until  the  Mon- 
day it  would  be  very  injurious  to  it  should  rain 
fall.  It  was  not  then  in  a  position  for  throw- 
ing rain  o£E.  On  the  Sunday  he  got  a  few 
men  to  help  him  to  stack  it,  because  he  feared 
that  rain  might  come  on,  and  he  said  he 
did  the  work  simply  to  protect  the  hay  from 
any  wet  weather.  No  doubt  rain  would  have 
seriously  injured  the  hay,  but,  as  it  turned  out, 
it  did  not  rain  on  the  Sunday,  nor  the  following 
Monday. 

,  '*  In  reply  to  Mr.  Inglis  the  witness  said  it 
would  have  been  a  serious  thing  for  the  man 
if  it  had  rained  on  the  Sunday;  in  reply  to 
a  remark  made  by  Mr.  Carncross,  that  the  Act 
did  not  apply  to  works  of  necessity,  and  the 
constable  had  told  them  that  the  work  accused 
did  was  a  work  of  necessity. 

«  Constable  Miller  said  that  the  work  might 
be  called  one  of  necessity  if  rain  hod  come  on ; 
but,  as  the  day  turned  out,  it  did  not  rain. 

*'  Mr.  Inglis,  after  consulting  with  his  col- 
league, said  :  Defendant,  having  admitted  the 
charge,  will  be  fined  Is.  without  costs.  Per- 
sonally, I  have  grave  doubts  as  to  whether  this 
is  an  information  that  ever  ought  to  have  been 
laid.  I  do  not  think  that  any  offence  against 
the  Act  is  disclosed,  but  defendant  having  ad- 
mitted the  offence  the  Bench  have  no  option 
but  to  infiict  a  small  fine." 

He  thought  when  he  read  this  case  that  they 
had  entered  upon  a  new  era ;  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  well  to  make  such  matters  publio, 
and  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  extreme  pro- 
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ceedings.  Whether  the  Benoh  was  peouliarly 
constituted,  and  might  with  advantage  undergo 
certain  alterations  in  that  locality,  or  whether 
the  constable  might  with  advantage  be  re- 
moved to  another  sphere  of  inutility,  was  a 
matter  for  consideration.  What  was  wanted 
was  that  the  Government,  who  were  respon- 
sible for  legislation  of  that  class,  should  intro- 
duce some  measure  that  would  put  a  stop  to 
this  state  of  things.  If  the  present  law  were 
allowed  to  remain,  a  man  was  not  to  be  allowed 
to  exercise  a  proper  diligence  in  saving  his 
property  on  Sunday  without  wilfully  offending 
the  prejudices  of  other  persons.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  man  ought  to  be  allowed  to  do  so. 
He  would  ask  the  Government  to  take  this  into 
consideration,  in  order  that  such  enormities,  as 
he  might  call  them,  might  not  appear  again. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  it  was 
not  often  that  his  honourable  friend  was  in  a 
humorous  vein  upon  an  important  question  of 
that  sort.  He  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  shown  by  his  own  statement  that 
there  was  absolutely  no  necessity  to  amend  the 
law.  On  reading  the  motion  of  his  honourable 
friend  that  morning,  he  had  taken  pains  to 
ascertain  if  there  were  any  such  convictions, 
and  he  had  been  unable  to  get  any  information 
whatever.  The  cases  to  which  his  honourable 
friend  referred  were  not  recorded,  except  in  the 
newspaper  quoted  from.  With  regard  to  the 
case  of  the  Chinaman,  he  might  say  there  could 
be  no  legislation  to  abolish  fools.  The  man  who 
laid  the  information  was  a  great  fool,  but  he 
would  call  the  Magistrate  by  another  name. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— What  about  the  China- 
man ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the 
Chinaman  was  not  a  fool ;  but  the  policeman 
who  laid  the  information  went  out  of  his  way, 
certainly,  to  do  so.  They  had  all  read  in  the 
book  to  which  most  of  them  paid  attention 
that  if  certain  animals  were  in  a  **  hole  "  on 
the  Sabbath-day  the  owners  might  get  them 
out  of  it.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  to  which 
his  honourable  friend  bad  called  attention,  he 
thought,  had  escaped  him.  If  he  looked  at 
clause  16  he  would  see  that  works  of  necessity 
were  exempted.  Regarding  the  case  his  honour- 
able friend  had  quoted,  he  did  not  think  it 
was  a  work  for  which  that  man  should  have 
been  fined.  There  was  scarcely  any  man  who 
was  not  obliged  to  do  work  on  Sunday— work 
of  a  character  which  some  people  might  object 
to,  but  which  was  a  work  of  necessity.  He 
imagined,  however,  that  the  vegetables  might 
just  as  well  have  Iseen  watered  on  Monday  as 
on  the  Sunday  morning.  He  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  agree  not  to  insist  upon 
the  amendment,  under  the  circumstances  he 
had  referred  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  quite  agreed  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken 
on  this  matter.  But  the  Act  of  Charles  II.  was 
still  in  existence,  and  probably  it  was  better 
to  repeal  the  law.  There  had  been  convictions 
under  it,  and  he  presumed  there  would  be  con- 
victions. He  thought  something  should  be 
done  to  prevent  the  fining  of  persons  for  work* 
Hon,  Mr,  Stevens 


ing  at  their  trade  on  Sunday  if  it  was  a  work 
of  necessity.  He  thought  an  alteration  was 
necessary,  and  should  be  made  to  meet  such 
cases.  As  the  Attorney-General  had  said,  if 
the  Magistrate  had  not  been — well,  he  was 
going  to  say  something — he  would  not  have 
inflicted  a  fine  in  the  case  referred  to.  He 
agreed  that  something  should  be  done  to  pra* 
vent  a  man's  being  fined  in  such  cases. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  would 
mention  that  in  1884  an  Act  was  passed  and 
looked  upon  as  declaring  the  wishes  of  the 
Legislature.  It  had  been  effective  in  its  cha- 
racter, and  had  worked  satisfactorily.  Eight 
years  had  elapsed  since  that  Act  was  pasasd, 
and  it  continued  to  work  well.  In  the  case 
referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  clearly 
the  Magistrate  was  of  opinion  that  no  offence 
had  been  committed,  but  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  the  man  pleaded  guilty  the  Magistrate 
was  of  opinion  that  he  had  to  convict  him : 
in  other  words,  the  Magistrate  was  of  opinion 
that  the  work  was  a  work  of  necessity,  but  that 
inasmuch  as  the  defendant  had  pleaded  guilty 
the  Bench  had  to  impose  a  fine.  The  Magis- 
trate referred  to  was  a  very  good  officer,  but 
he  had  had  little  experience  on  the  bench, 
and  he  evidently  thought  that  as  the  man  had 
pleaded  guilty  on  the  evidence  it  was  necessary 
to  impose  a  fine.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  any- 
thing further,  but  inasmuch  as  the  present  Act 
had  been  in  existence  for  eight  years,  and  was 
working  successfully,  the  explanation  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  really  showed  that  there  was 
no  case,  and  it  had  not  been  shown  that  the 
law  had  been  interfered  with  by  what  Uiis  man 
was  doing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  said  he  knew  of 
a  similar  case.  There  was  some  reclamation 
taking  place  in  Auckland,  and  in  some  in- 
stances it  went  out  to  the  very  edge  of  low 
water.  Something  went  wrong  with  the  piles. 
As  honourable  members  knew,  the  spring 
tide  went  a  great  deal  further  back  than  the 
neap  tides.  The  contractor  got  some  of  his 
men  to  work  on  Sunday,  as  that  was  the  only 
day  the  tides  would  permit  of  their  working,  as 
the  tide  went  further  back  than  on  the  previons 
day.  It  was  truly  a  work  of  necessity.  The 
tide  was  largely  influenced  by  the  wind,  and 
that  was  the  only  opportunity  the  contractor 
had  of  doing  the  work.  The  work  was  one  of 
absolute  necessity,  he  apprehended.  In  the 
country  he  came  from — Scotland — he  thought 
that  people  paid  as  much  attention  to  the  Sab- 
bath-^ay  as  anywhere.  He  had  frequently 
been  employed  taking  vessels  in  and  out  of 
dock  on  a  Sunday,  and  taking  them  up  on  the 
slip.  They  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  double 
time  for  the  work ;  and  he  might  say  he  rather 
liked  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS,  in  reply,  said  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  stated  that  the  law  passed 
eight  years  ago  was  working  well ;  but  he  ear- 
nestly asked  tbe  honourable  gentleman  to  read 
that  clause  16.  It  was  a  bad  clause,  and  very 
unsatisfactory  in  every  point  of  view.  The  case 
he  had  referred  to  showed  that  the  clause  was 
not  sufficiently  distinct  and  clear.    It  seemed 
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to  him  that  an  nnfortmiate  person  was  dragged 
ap  by  the  police,  under  nnfortnnate  oiroum- 
ftances,  and  called  upon  to  say  whether  he  did 
eertaiii  work,  and  he  said,  <*  Yes."  Of  course, 
he  was  an  extremely  guilty  person  1  He  thought 
that  the  Act  ought  to  be  in  such  a  fonn  wat 
an  information  would  not  be  laid  a«ainst  per- 
sons under  such  circumstances,  whether  or 
not  the  law  provided  for  this  now,  an  informa- 
tion could  be  laid  against  a  person  and  made 
him  liable  to  a  penalty.  What  he  objected  to 
was,  that  a  person  who  was  working  for  him- 
self— say  a  farmer — ^was  liable  to  be  dragged 
np  before  the  Bench  at  the  mere  will  and 
pleasure  of  a  constable.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  whole  of  that  clause  required  to  be 
rationally  reconsidered.  He  was  sorry  to  see 
that  the  Colonial  Secretary  did  not  think  so. 
He  had  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  have  been  rather  glad  to  see  the  law  of 
the  country  put  into  a  shape  that  would  be  as 
little  pressing  as  possible;  but  he  supposed 
they  must  wait  until  happier  times  befo|:e  they 
eoidd  get  wrongs  of  the  kind  redressed. 
The  Council  divided. 

Ates,  14. 


Bamicoat 

Bonar 

Bowen 

Dignan 

Kelly 

MoCuUough 

Oliver 

Ormond 

Peacock 

Shrimski 

Noes,  16. 

Stevens 
Swanson 
Taiaroa 
Whyte. 

Balllie 

Bolt 

Buckley 

Feldwick 

Jenkinson 

Jennings 

Kerr 

Montgomery 

Reynolds 

Rigg 

Stewart 

Walker,  L.       • 
Walker.  W.  C. 
Wahawaha 
Whitmore. 

Motion  lost 

Majority  against,  1. 

The  Council  adjourned  at 
o'clock  p.m. 

a  quarter  to  five 

HOUSE    OF   REPRESBNTATIVB8. 
Wednesday,  16th  August,  1893, 


First  Beadings— B.  B.  Meredith— Yolanteers'  Claims 
to  Scrip  — Small  Farmers— Naval  and  Military 
Settlers'  and  Volnnteers'  Claims— Constables 
and  Deteotives— Auckland  Firemen  and  Drivers 
—New  Zealand  Rifle  Association  —  Taranaki 
Boads  —  H.M.S.  " Victoria"  —  Rainfall  —  South 
Island  Iiandlesfl  Natives  —  Wairarapa  LaHe  — 
D.  B.  Orchard  — PAlmerston  North  Courthouse 
— Government  Insurance  Advances  —  Rotorua 
Sanatorium — Tree  -  planting — Lease  -  in  -  perpe- 
tuity Selectors— Pattesson's  Estate— Westport 
Coluery  Reserves- Dunedin  Burgess  Roll— Oozre- 
spondence  with  Agent-General- Adjournment— 
Supply.  

Mr.  Spbaxsb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o*Glock. 

PSAYXBfi. 

FIRST  REABINQS. 
Kaitangata  Cemetery  Reserves    Sale   Bill, 
PnbUo  Reserves  Bill,  Westland  and  Nelson 


Coalfields  Administration  Bill,  Endowment  and 
Educational  Reserves  Bill,  District  Railways 
BiU. 

R.  R.  MEREDITH. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Government,  If  it  is 
their  intention  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
on  the  petition  of  R.  R.  Meredith?  The  fol- 
lowing was  the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee : — 

"  Petitioner  was  instructed  by  the  Whareama 
Road  Board  to  remove  certain  obstructions 
from  the  East  Coast  Road,  and  in  carrying  out 
such  instructions  be  became  the  defendant  in 
an  action  for  trespass,  and  had  to  pay  the  sum 
of  £246  158.  lid.  law-costs  in  connection  with 
the  same.  I  am  directed  to  report  that  this 
Committee  is  of  opinion  that  petitioner  is  en- 
titled in  equity  to  be  paid  the  sum  of  £246  158. 
lid.,  the  amount  of  law -costs  incurred  and 
paid  by  him  in  defending  a  suit  for  trespass, 
which  trespass  occurred  through  his  carrying 
out  certain  instructions  by  the  Whareama 
Road  Board.  That  such  sum  of  money  should 
be  paid  by  the  Wairarapa  North  County  Coun* 
oil,  into  which  the  Whareama  Road  Board  has 
merged.  That,  inasmuch  as  the  Wairarapa 
North  County  Council  now  refuse  to  pay  such 
costs,  although  having  formerly  agreed  to  do  so, 
the  Committee  recommend  the  Government  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  during  this  session  giving  power 
to  Mr.  R.  R.  Meredith  to  sue  the  Wairarapa 
North  County  Council,  and  to  recover  from 
them  any  damages  that  may  be  awarded  to 
him,  notwithstanding  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary." 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  might  say,  in  reply  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  that  this  matter  had 
been  very  carefully  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  they  had  come  to  the  resolution  that 
it  was  a  matter  entirely  for  the  local  body 
and  Mr.  Meredith. 

Mr.  HOGG  begged  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  in  order  that  he  might  bring  this 
case  before  honourable  members,  for,  in  his 
opinion,  the  facts  were  most  important.  He 
thought  it  was  one  of  the  most  glaring  cases 
of  hardship  and  injustice  that  had  happened 
during  the  existence  of  the  present  Parlia- 
ment, and  he  believed  that  if  members  were 
acquainted  with  the  facts  they  would  be  of 
that  opinion.  The  petitioner,  three  years  ago, 
along  with  his  father,  were  members  of  a  Road 
Board  in  his  (Mr.  Hogg's)  district  known  as  the 
Whareama  Road  Board.  Early  in  the  year  1888 
a  district  road  through  the  Eparaima  Native 
Reserve  was  obstructed  by  the  Native  owners, 
who  erected  a  fence  and  cut  a  drain  across  the 
road.  The  Secretary  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  thereupon  called  upon  the  Chair- 
man to  take  immediate  steps  to  remove  the 
obstruction,  so  that  the  mails  might  be  carried 
over  the  highway.  The  Chairman  took  legsi 
opinion  on  the  subject,  and,  instead  of  incurring 
any  responsibility  himself,  he  called  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Board.  This  special  meeting  was 
held  on  the  28th  February,  1889.  The  Chair- 
man,  Mr.  Meredith,  senior— not  the  petitioner, 
who  was  simply  a  member  of  the  Board — sub- 
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'mitted  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  and 
himself^  and  the  result  was  that  a  resolution 
was  passed  in  conformity  with  the  instructions 
he  had  received  from  the  Postmaster-General. 
The  resolution  directed  two  members  of  the 
Board,  the  petitioner  and  Mr.  Carswell,  to  remove 
the  obstruction  which  had  been  complained  of. 
In  terms  of  the  Board's  resolution  these  gentle- 
men proceeded  to  remove  the  obstruction,  and 
the  result  of  this  was  that  they  were  involved 
in  litigation.  Under  the  resolution  parsed  by 
the  Board,  steps  were  initiated  by  Messrs. 
•Gh(]Lpman  and  FitzGerald,  solicitors,  for  the 
prosecution  of  those  guilty  of  obstruction ;  but 
immediately  when  this  was  done  notice  wa.8 
given  by  Mr.  Travers,  acting  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
George  Moore,  who  at  that  time  held  a  lease  of 
the  Native  reserve  from  the  Natives  who  had 
•caused  the  obstruction,  that  the  legal  right 
of  the  Board  to  the  road  would  be  tested  in 
the  Supreme  Court  by  an  action  for  trespass. 
In  consequence  of  this,  Messrs.  Chapman  and 
FitzGerald  stayed  their  proceedings.  Subse- 
-quently,  Mr.. Moore,  who  was  also  a  member 
of  this  Road  Board,  endeavoured  to  get  the 
Board  to  take  no  further  proceedings  in  the 
matter ;  but  his  resolution  to  that  efifect  failed 
to  meet  with  a  seconder, — showing  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  was  that  proceedings 
:6hould  be  taken  in  order  to  put  the  public 
clearly  in  possession  of  this  road.  An  action, 
Mooro  verstts  Meredith,  was  then  commenced 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  it  was  defended 
by  the  petitioner  in  vindication  of  the  action 
of  the  Board  and  of  the  public  interest  in 
•connection  with  this  road.  Mr.  Justice  Rich- 
mond, before  whom  the  action  was  tried,  up- 
held the  right  of  the  Board  and  the  public  to 
the  road  in  question,  on  the  ground  that  the 
road  had  been  in  public  use  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  and  that  at  various  times 
fiums  of  money,  including  £154  borrowed  by 
the  Road  Board  under  the  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies  Act,  had  been  expended  on  the  special 
portion  which  was  now  obstructed.  The  plain- 
tiff, Mr.  George  Moore,  thereupon  appealed 
from  that  decision  to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and 
that  Court  reversed  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Richmond  on  a  legal  technicality.  The 
legal  technicality,  which  he  (Mr.  Hogg)  need 
not  describe,  occurred  through  no  fault  of  the 
Road  Board  which  controlled  the  road,  but 
was  due  indirectly  to  the  laxity  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  not  relieving  the  local  body  in  the  first 
instance  of  all  responsibility  with  reference  to 
the  titles  to  roads  through  Native  lands.  The 
Road  Roard,  he  would  point  out,  simply  acted 
under  the  instructions  of  the  Postmaster- 
-General  and  Che  Postal  Department.  The  peti- 
tioner, a  member  of  that  Road  Board,  simply 
Acted  as  the  servant  of  a  public  body.  The 
responsibility,  in  his  (Mr.  Hogg's)  opinion,  for 
these  legal  proceedings  and  the  expenses  that 
were  incurred  clearly  rested  with  this  Govern- 
ment department.  His  impression  was  that  the 
Government  ought  certainly  to  make  good  this 
money.  In  saying  so,  he  must  admit  that  the 
Petitions  Committee  were  to  a  large  extent 
Mr.  Hogg 


justified  in  the  report  that  they  presented. 
They  found  that  Mr.  Meredith,  being  a  servant 
of  the  Board,  was  entitled  to  his  expenses  from 
the  Board.  The  Board  in  the  meantime  had 
become  merged  in  the  County  Council ;  and  the 
County  Council,  being  appealed  to,  after  an  in- 
vestigation adopted  the  report  of  a  Committee 
which  recommended  that  the  amount  expended 
by  Mr.  Meredith  should  be  paid  subject  to  a 
reference  to  the  Auditor-General.  The  Audi- 
tor-General, en  being  referred  to,  intimated 
that  he  could  not  pass  the  item.  The  Conn- 
oil  thereupon  declined  to  pay  the  money.  Mr. 
Meredith^  seeing  that  the  sum  was  very  con- 
siderable, had  no  option  then  but  to  appeal 
to  Parliament.  He  (Mr.  Hogg)  did  not  for  & 
moment  contend  that  it  was  either  fair  or 
right  that  the  few  ratepayers  concerned  ia 
this  roa^  should  be  required  to  make  good 
this  amount  of  money;  but  he  said,  seeing 
that  the  trouble  had  arisen  in  carrying  out 
the  instructions  of  the  Postal  Department,  and 
especially  of  the  Postmaster  -  General,  whose 
letter  on  the  subject  had  been  before  the 
Petitions  Committee,  and  seeing,  therefore, 
that  this  department  was  responsible  for  the 
litigation,  and  for  the  expenditure  incurred 
therewith,  he  thought  it  was  only  fair  and  rea- 
sonable that  the  Government  of  the  country 
should  maJce  good  this  money.  There  was 
one  thing  certain :  that  the  petitioner,  acting 
as  a  servant  of  a  local  body  in  carrying  out 
instructions  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution,  ought 
not  to  be  mulcted  in  an  amount  of  money 
like  this.  It  was  now  nearly  three  years  since 
the  occurrence  he  had  narrated  took  place, 
and  he  thought  it  was  very  hard  indeed  that 
the  petitioner  should  be  kept  out  of  this  sum 
of  £246  odd.  The  duty,  in  his  opinion,  de- 
volved on  the  Government  to  make  good  this 
amount  of  money,  and  relieve  this  petitioner 
of  what  seemed  to  be  an  exceedingly  grievous 
wrong.  He  therefore  hoped  the  Government 
would  take  this  matter  into  their  very  seri- 
ous consideration.  He  thought  the  petitioner 
had  been  very  badly  treated  indeed.  No  doubt, 
directly  he  had  a  claim  on  the  Road  Board, 
but  indirectly  the  claim  really  rested  on  the 
Government  of  the  country,  who  were  respon- 
sible for  the  expenditure  that  had  taken  place 
in  connection  with  the  litigation  that  occurred 
over  the  road  he  referred  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  as  this  question 
had  been  before  the  House  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion, and  had  occupied  a  great  deal  of  the 
time  of  the  House,  he  did  not  propose  on  the 
present  occasion  to  say  very  much  about  it. 
He  thought  quite  sufficient  had  already  been 
said  to  justify  letting  the  matter  rest ;  but  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton,  who  had 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  had  laid 
great  emphasis  upon  the  fact  that  the  peti- 
tioner, by  order  of  the  Road  Board,  had  re- 
moved the  obstruction  on  this  disputed  road 
under  the  instructions  of  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral. Well,  that  was  to  a  certain  extent  true ; 
but  the  actual  position  of  matters  had  been 
entirely  misrepresented  to  that  official.  The 
Postmaster-General  was  informed  by  the  Chair- 
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man  of  the  Boad  Board  that,  owing  to  this 
road  being  blooked,  it  was  impossible  to  deliver 
the  mails  that  were  carried  through  this  dis- 
tzict  twice  a  week.     The   tme  facts  of  the 
oese  were  that  iH  that  particular  locality  there 
were  two  alternative  roads  within  a  few  chains 
of  each  other,  one  of  them  being  this  particu- 
lar road  which  was  the  subject  of  the  dispute* 
and  which  for  the  time  being  was  blocked, 
while  the  other  road — a  perfectly  legal  road, 
and  the  subject  of  no  dispute  whatever — ^was 
perfectly  open  for  anybody  to  traverse  without 
let  or  hindrance.    And  yet  this  Ohairman  of 
the  Whareama  Boad  Board,  the  father  of  the 
petitioner,  knowing  this  to  be  the  case,  pur- 
posely  concealed   this   important  point,  and 
wrote   to  the   Postmaster  -  General  informing 
him  that  Her  Majesty's  mails  were  stopped, 
and  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  proceed 
unless  this  obstruction  were  removed.     Now, 
he  (Mr.  Buchanan)  contended  that  under  these 
circumstances  the  legal  costs  which  the  peti- 
tioner, who,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
already  said,  was  the  son  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Road  Board,  had  had  to  pay  were  justly 
and  rightly  saddled   upon    them,  because  of 
their  own  action  in  this  matter.    There  was 
no  occasion  whatever  to  take  any  urgent  and 
violent  action  as  to  the  obstruction  on  the  road : 
that  could  have  been  removed,  or  otherwise, 
under  legal  process,  instiucted  by  the  Board 
in  the  usual  way  and  involving  no  personal' 
liability    by   the    members.     The   petitioner, 
however,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Boad 
Board  who  acted  with  him,  had,  with  their  eyes 
open,  elected  to  use  violence,  knowing  very 
well  that  if  the  law  went  against  them  they 
would  have  to  pay  the  costs,  and,  possibly, 
damages  for  trespass  on  private  land.    There 
was  only  one  other  point  to  which  he  wished  to 
refer.    The  honourable  member  for  Masterton 
had  said  that  £154  of  the  ratepayers'  money 
was  spent  on  the  road,  and  that  therefore  the 
Boad  Board  were  justified  in  insisting  that  they 
should  get  possession  of  the  road,  and  that  the 
Qovemment  acted  quite  wrongfully  in  not  as- 
sisting the  local  body  to  get  possession.    If  he 
were  to  go  into  details  of  what  occurred  pre- 
viously to  this  he  could  show  the  House  that 
the  resolution  under  which  the  expenditure  of 
the  money  was  made  on  this  disputed  road  was 
uUra  vires — that  there  was  not  a  quorum  pre- 
sent when  the  amount  was  passed  for  expendi- 
ture;  and  that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
action  of  the  petitioner  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Boad  Board  that  this  money  was  illegally  ex- 
pended on  the  disputed  road.    He  did  not  wish 
to  further  detain  the  House ;  the  record  of  the 
whole  case  was  in  a  former  Hansard,  and 
honourable  members  who  wished  to  inform 
tiiemselves  on  the  subject  could  easily  do  so. 
But  he  hoped  the  Government  would  stand  to 
the  decision  they  had  announced — that  they 
would  leave  the  matter  to  be  settled  between 
tiie  parties  themselves.    If  Mr.  Meredith  had 
a  case  against  the  local  authorities,  the  law- 
eourts  of  the  colony  were  open  to  him,  and  he 
could  easily  settle  the  matter  there. 
Mr.  FISH  said  he  was  Chairman  of   the 


Committee  in  1890,  and,  whilst  his  memory  did 
not  serve  him  in  regard  to  the  details  of  the 
case  in  connection  with  this  matter,  it  was  suf- 
fisiently  clear  on  it  to  enable  him  to  say  that 
the  statement  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Masterton  was,  in  the  main,  correct,  and  he 
did  not  think  the  version  given  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  came  under  the 
same  category.  He  was  quite  convinced,  from 
the  evidence  that  had  come  before  the  Com- 
mittee—  and  he  had  gone  into  the  matter 
exhaustively,  and  given  considerable  time  to 
it — that  the  petitioner  had  entirely  and  dis- 
tinctly proved  his  case;  and  he  did  not  him- 
self know  of  a  case  of  greater  hardship  to  an 
individual  since  he  had  had  the  honour  of 
being  a  member  of  the  House.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  and  his  friends  had  had 
a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  matter,  which  did 
not  redound,  in  his  opinion,  to  their  credit. 
He  said  that  distinctly.  The  petitioner  was 
entitled  to  relief  from  some  one,  and  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  at  the  time  was 
an  honest  and  logical  and  just  one.  He  had 
gone  into  the  facts  very  fully  when  they  were 
fresh  in  his  memory,  in  the  session  of  1890,  and 
he  was  sorry  to  think  that  a  wrong  like  that- 
whioh  had  been  done  to  Mr.  Meredith  had  been 
allowed  to  remain  so  long  unrighted. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  said  it  appeared  to  him) 
sometimes  doubtful  as  to  what  good  was  done 
by  Committees  going  carefully  into  these  ques* 
tions.  They  went  carefully  into  the  evidence  ; 
and  what  good  was  there  in  the  Committee 
sitting  if,  when  they  came  to  a  resolution 
that  was  fair  and  reasonable,  the  Government 
did  not  see  fit  to  carry  it  into  effect  ?  There 
was  no  doubt  that  the  Committee  went  most 
exhaustively  into  this  case  of  Mr.  Meredith's, 
and  there  was  no  question  at  all  but  that  Mr. 
Meredith  had  right  and  justice  on  his  side,  and 
that  he  was  to  a  certain  extent  the  victim  of 
what  was  almost  a  conspiracy  on  the  part  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  and  his 
friends. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  said  he  was  a  member  of  that 
Committee,  and  he  might  say  that  the  matter 
had  been  thoroughly  investigated,  and  the 
members  of  the  Committee  were  unanimoua 
in  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Meredith  had  a  just 
claim. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that  might  be  all  right 
enough.  He  knew  perfectly  well  that  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  the  petitions  that  came  be« 
fore  the  House  were  oogus,  and  very  unjust 
things  were  done  by  the  House  in  granting  the 
requests  of  petitioners.  The  worst  point  with 
regard  to  dealing  with  petitions  that  appeared 
before  the  House  was  that  only  one  side  was 
investigated.  A  petitioner  brought  all  the  evi- 
dence  he  could,  and  possibly  brought  all  his 
friends,  earwigged  members,  and  waited  about 
the  lobbies,  and  dodged  members  about  their 
hotels,  and  the  result  was  that  they  had  reports 
brought  up  from  the  Petitions  Committtees 
which  were  not  worth  the  paper  on  which  they 
were  written.  The  Petitions  Committees  and 
other  Committees  of  the  House  were  supposed 
to  be  semi  -  judicial  bodies,  but  they  did  not 
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comply  with  that  description  at  all ;  they  took 
ex  parte  statements,  and  the  memhers  of  the 
Committees  adjudicated  upon  cases  after  hear- 
ing only  half  of  the  evidence.  With  regard 
to  this  petition  under  review  at  the  present 
time,  what  were  the  facts  ?  It  appeared  that 
a  certain  Boad  Board  made  representations  to 
the  Government — or  the  Chairman  did — that 
a  certain  road  was  blocked,  and  the  mails 
could  not  be  carried,  although  it  was  only 
one  of  two  parallel  roads  close  together.  The 
Boad  Board  passed  a  resolution  authorising  the 
removal  of  certain  obstructions  which  were  on 
the  road.  The  Boad  Board  were  therefore 
responsible  for  their  action ;  they  ought  to  have 
obtained  legal  opinion  before  acting.  They 
took  action  on  their  own  part,  and  were  bound 
by  any  results  which  might  follow.  What 
claim,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  had  the  peti- 
tioner against  that  House?  Were  the  mis- 
takes of  all  the  local  bodies  of  the  colony  to 
be  thrown  upon  the  colony  ?  He  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  many  members  of  the 
House  could  bring  up  cases  in  which  local 
bodies  had  suffered  through  their  own  stu- 
pidity and  indiscretion;  and  were  they  going 
to  saddle  all  their  blunders  on  the  colony? 
That  was  quite  a  new  departure,  and  one  that 
would  not  for  a  moment  bear  scrutiny.  He 
considered  that  the  opinion  of  the  (Govern- 
ment, as  expressed  through  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  was  a  fair  and  just  one.  They  were 
there  on  those  benches  to  see  that  the  colony 
was  not  robbed.  It  might  be  true — he  did 
not  say  it  was  not  —  that  Mr.  Meredith  had 
some  grievance,  but  it  was  certainly  not 
against  the  Government  of  the  colony.  If 
there  was  any  grievance  it  rested  between 
Mr.  Meredith  and  the  local  body  of  which  he 
was  Chairman  at  the  time ;  and  if  it  hsbd  be- 
come defunct  now,  and  the  county  hsbd  taken 
it  over,  the  county  must  take  over  this  lia- 
bility of  theirs  in  the  past. 

Mr.  FISH  said  that  was  just  what  they 
would  not  do. 

Mr.  FEBGUS  asked,  then,  was  the  colony 
to  do  so  ?  He  could  not  understand  why  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish)  was  supporting  this  petition.  That 
honourable  gentleman  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  at  the  time,  and  the  evidence  he 
(Mr.  Fergus)  had  just  read  clearly  indicated  to 
him  that  it  was  entirely  lop-sided,  and  that 
the  report  was  arrived  at  on  lop-sided  evidence. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  pause,  and  pause  a 
long  time,  before  it  entered  into  any  course  of 
action  which  would  render  the  colony  liable 
for  innumerable  claims  from  all  the  local 
bodies  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  entirely  disagreed  with  the 
remarks  made  by  the  last  speaker,  especially 
with  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  he  said 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  dealt  with 
petitions.  He  would  not  like  it  to  go  forth  to 
the  country  that  the  reports  of  those  gentle- 
men who  gave  their  time  day  after  day  in- 
vestigating cases  were  not  worth  the  paper 
they  were  written  on.  His  honourable  friend 
was  quite  mistaken  in  making  assertions  of  that  | 
Mr,  Fergtts 


kind,  and  being  an  ex-Minister  of  the  Crown  he 
ought  to  know  it.  Had  he  been  a  novice  he 
would  not  have  so  much  minded  his  making  a 
misstatement  of  that  kind,  but  when  a  member 
made  out  that  if  a  petition  was  presented  in 
regard  to  any  grievance  it  was  simply  waste  of 
time,  and  one  would  get  no  fair-play,  and  that 
the  Committee,  as  a  rule,  dealt  with  such  peti- 
tions as  with  a  letter  that  was  thrown  into  a 
waste-paper  basket,  he  denied  that  altogether. 
He  gave  a  great  deal  of  time  and  careful  con- 
sidMation  to  iJl  petitions  which  came  before 
the  Committee,  and  he  could  say  honestly  and 
fairly  that  he  dealt  with  them  on  their  merits. 
The  Committee  had  reports  from  the  various 
departments  and  from  the  men  before  them, 
and  they  judged  fairly  and  honestly  as  between 
man  and  man ;  and  it  was  unjust  and  unfair 
in  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  to 
make  a  statement  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  BBUCE  had  not  intended  to  take  part  in 
the  discussion,  but  he  wished  to  relieve  his 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Christchurch 
City  of  certain  misapprehensions  with  regard  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wakatipu.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pub- 
lic Petitions  Committee  in  company  with  his 
honourable  friend,  and  would  resent,  as  that 
honourable  gentleman  had  done,  any  reflec- 
tions or  imputations  cast  on  the  deliberations 
of  that  Committee,  or  of  any  Committee  of  the 
House  ;  but  what  he  wished  to  point  out  was 
this :  The  honourable  gentleman  was  entirely 
mistaken  in  reference  to  the  remarks  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu.  He  ap- 
peared to  assume  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Wakatipu  considered  that  parties  did  not 
get  justice,  and  that  their  petitions  were  thrown 
into  the  waste-paper  basket.  On  the  contrary, 
the  honourable  gentleman  wished  to  make  it 
appear  that  petitioners  very  often  so  strongly 
represented  their  case  that  they  got  undue 
consideration  given  to  their  claims. 

Mr.  HOGG,  in  reply,  said  he  could  quite 
understand  the  attitude  that  had  been  taken 
up  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipa 
with  regard  to  the  petition.  He  -  remembered 
that  not  very  long  ago  a  petition  emanating 
from  his  district  was  presented  to  that  honour- 
able gentleman  when  he  was  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice. The  petition  was  signed  by  the  Mayor  of 
Masterton,  by,  he  thought,  nearly  every  Jus- 
tice living  in  that  district,  and  by,  as  far  as 
he  was  aware,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  leading 
inhabitants — one  of  the  most  influential  peti- 
tions that  ever  came  from  that  district,  as  far 
as  the  signatures  went.  He  could  remember 
that  petition  being  presented  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  when  he  occupied  that  high 
and  dignified  office.  The  petition  was  in  re- 
ference to  an  exceedingly  cruel  case,  where 
a  man  was  prosecuted  for  a  violation  of  the 
Distillation  Act  by  having  a  portion  of  a  stiU 
upon  his  premises,  and  the  evidence  went 
almost  clearly  to  show  that  it  was  what  was 
called,  familiarly  speaking,  a  put-up  job  on  the 
part  of  the  police — ^that  the  article  had  been 
deposited  on  the  man's  premises  in  the  dead 
of  the  night,  and  the  police,  evidently  directed 
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to  the  very  spot,  met  there  bj  pre-arrange- 
ment  The  article  was  discovezed,  and  no 
man  was  more  astonished  than  the  individual 
who  was  proeecated  and  dm^iged  away  from  his 
iamily.  A  more  gross  case  of  orael  injustice 
never  came  before  a  tribunal  in  this  country ; 
and,  notwithstanding  all  this,  notwithstand-, 
ing  the  very  strong  presumptive  evidence,  and, 
in  his  opinion,  the  most  conclusive  evidence, 
that  the  police  were  a  party  to  this  black  and 
dastardly  affair — ^in  spite  of  all  this,  that  man 
was  heavily  fined,  and  he  ran  the  risk  of  being 
e&tiiely  ruined.  If  he  remembered  aright,  he 
had  to  pay  a  penalty  of  £75.  Where  that  money 
went  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  not,  in  his  reply,  travel  outside  of 
what  had  cropped  up  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cnssion. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  he  was  merely  mentioning 
this  ease  because  he  wished  to  point  out  to  the 
House  that  when  an  influential  petition,  signed 
by  all  the  leading  residents  of  the  Wairarapa 
almost,  was  presented  to  that  honourable  gentle- 
man in  his  capacity  of  Minister  of  Justice  they 
could  not  even  get  a  courteous  reply  from  him. 
He  failed  even  to  acknowledge  it. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— That  is  untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
mnst  not  say  that. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  statement  ot  the 
honourable  gentieman  was  absolutely  incorrect, 
and  he  should  take  an  opportunity  of  dealing 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  at  a  later  period 
of  the  session. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  that,  if  his  recollection 
wrred  him  aright,  they  got  no  reply ;  but  if  they 
did  get  a  reply  it  was  couched  in  such  lan- 
gnage  as  to  be  simply  an  insult.  The  matter 
was  never  investigated,  and  not  the  slightest 
attempt  was  made  to  give  redress  to  the  indi- 
vidnal  who  was  so  severely  wronged.  That 
was  the  action  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Wakatipu.  Then,  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  said  this  matter  ought  to  be 
Allowed  to  rest,  and  he  called  attention  to 
the  facts  disclosed  in  Hansard,  He  was  per- 
fectly well  aware  that  this  question  had  been 
sheady  before  the  House,  and  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Wairarapa  on  that  occa- 
sion made  a  number  of  assertions  which  would 
not  bear  the  light  of  day.  The  honourable 
gentleman  professed  very  frequently  to  know 
a  great  deal  on  every  conceivable  subject.  He 
ondeavoured  to  make  the  House  believe  that 
he  was  generally  well  informed,  and  that  every 
other  honourable  member  knew  very  little 
upon  any  question  at  issue.  He  (Mr.  Hogg) 
wonld  point  out  that  the  honourable  member 
had  been  consistently  misleading  the  House 
in  regard  to  this  very  subject.  Why,  in  1891 
that  honourable  gentleman  was  reported  in 
Bamaard  to  have  said  that  the  alternative 
Mad  he  referred  to,  which  the  Road  Board 
<raight  to  have  used  instead  of  fighting  as  they 
did  for  the  recognised  district  road— the  honour- 
able gentleman  said  this  road,  which  was 
known  as  Bavrson's  Road,  was  adopted  by  re- 
solution as  the  district  road  by  the  Whareama 


Road  Board.  What  was  the  fact?  Would 
the  House  believe  that  this  deviation  was 
never  adopted  by  the  Whareama  Road  Board  ? 
The  statement,  to  put  it  mildly,  was  simply 
incorrect. « 

Mr.  BUOHANAN.-No,  it  was  not. 

Mr.  ^OGG  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
said,  **  No,  it  was  not."  He  defied  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  point  to  any  resolution.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  road  was  never  adopted 
by  the  Board.  That  was  one  of  his  mis- 
representations. Then,  he  said  that  the  Sur- 
veyor-Generars  letter  of  date  the  11th  August, 
1888,  told  the  .Chairman  of  the  Board  that 
the  road  was  an  illegal  one;  and  he  also 
stated  that  it  was  not  possible,  owing  to  the 
nature  of  the  Maori  title,  to  make  it  a  legal 
one.  Now,  the  Surveyor-General's  letter  did 
nothing  of  the  kind,  as  would  be  seen  if 
it  were  referred  to.  It  did  not  cast  the  least 
doubt  on  the  legality  of  the  road.  It  merely 
said  that  the  Government  had  no  power  to  take 
roads  from  the  Eparaima  Native  Reserve  or  the 
other  Native  reserves  in  the  Whareama  district 
granted  under  "The  Native  Reserves  Titles 
Grant  Empowering  Act,  1886."  He  might  state 
that  there  were  several  other  Native  reserves  in 
the  Whareama  district,  through  which  the  dis- 
trict road  ran,  with  exactly  the  same  title  as  the 
reserve  in  question,  and  yet  the  road  was  being 
maintained  up  to  the  present  time  by  the 
County  Council.  In  fact,  up  to  the  period  he 
referred  to  the  legality  of  this  road  was  never 
questioned.  And  now  with  regard  to  some 
other  misrepresentations  that  had  been  made. 
It  had  been  alleged  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Whareama  Road  Board,  Mr.  Meredith,  senior, 
had  in  his  possession  this  letter  from  the  Sur- 
veyor-General, and  that,  having  it  in  his  pos- 
session, he  withheld  it,  and  led  the  County 
Council  into  a  trap. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  travelling  into  new  matter. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  he  was  merely  referring  to 
some  misrepresentations  that  had  been  in- 
dulged in  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's reply  could  only  extend  to  the  matter 
brought  forward  during  this  present  debate, 
and  he  was  not  entitled  to  go  into  statements 
made  in  a  previous  debate. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  he  would  not  refer  further  to 
it  beyond  mentioning  this  fact«  and  he  thought 
he  might  bo  allowed  to  do  that :  that  the  Sur- 
veyor-General's letter,  to  which  so  very  much 
weight  had  been  attached,  had  been  before 
the  County  Council  and  a  committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  Surveyor-General's  letter  was  not  men- 
tioned in  the  debate  which  had  taken  place  that 
afternoon. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that,  as  the  letter  had 
not  been  referred  to  by  any  previous  speaker, 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  not  refer  to  it. 

Mr.  HOGG  thoroughly  understood  it  had 
not  been  referred  to  in  the  present  discussion, 
but  it  was  referred  to  two  years  ago  by  tbo 
honourable  member  for  WlE^irarapa ;  and  he  was 
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quite  aware  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
want  to  have  any  reference  made  to  it  now. 
He  merely  stated  this,  and  he  did  not  say  that 
the  honourable  gentleman's  statements  on  that 
occasion  were  wilful  misrepresentations. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  say  that. 
Mr.  HOOQ  said  he  would  not  say  that. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  .ask  the  Speaker  to 
rule  that  the  honourable  member  must  with- 
draw what  he  said. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  he  would  not  make  the  statement, 
but  he  would  remind  the  houourable  gentle- 
man that  he  could  not  be  permitted  to  evade 
the  rules  of  debate  by  a  veiled  insinuation  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  had 
made  wilful  misrepresentations ;  and  he  warned 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  would  not 
allow  him  to  travel  beyond  what  was  his  right 
in  reply. 

Mr.  HOGG  bowed  most  respectfully  to  the 
Speaker's  ruling,  and  he  was, quite  pleased  to 
be  warned,  because  he  knew  that  these  warn- 
ings were  frequently  applied  to  members  on 
his  side  of  the  House.  He  was  not  making 
any  reflections  on  the  impartiality  of  the  Chair. 
Now,  reference  had  been  made,  he  thought 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu,  to 
ex  parte  statements:  he  said  that  reports  of 
Committees  were  frequently  based  on  these 
ex  parte  statements.  On  this  point  he  would 
again  refer  to  the  petitioner,  and  to  his  at- 
tempts to  bring  all  the  evidence  he  possibly 
could  bring  to  bear — evidence  of  the  most 
direct  and  substantial  character — before  the 
Committee.  There  was  a  large  amount  of 
documentary  evidence,  minutes,  reports,  and 
everything  else,  and  the  two  sides  were  ex- 
ceediingly  well  represented.  He  thought  it 
was  only  fair  that  he  should  state,  from  his 
own  knowledge,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  Com- 
mittee in  that  House  which  deserved  great 
credit  for  the  painstaking  investigation  they 
made  in  connection  with  a  petition  presented 
to  them  it  was  the  Petitions  Committee  on 
that  occasion.  Tlie  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  members  generally  on  that 
Committee,  were  perfect  strangers  to  the  peti- 
tioner, and  he  thought  they  would  bear  him 
out  when  he  said  that  neither  he  nor  the  peti- 
tioner had  endeavoured  to  influence  them. 
All  that  was  thought  of  was  to  do  justice 
in  the  matter,  and  that  the  Committee  were 
willing  to  give,  but  up  to  the  present  time 
even,  mere  scant  justice  had  not  been  received. 
He  thought  it  was  wrong,  when  Committees 
brought  forward  reports  of  this  character,  that 
such  reports  should  be  treated  simply  as  waste 
paper.  He  had  been  waiting  for  justice  to 
this  young  man,  to  this  constituent  of  his,  for 
nearly  three  years,  but  up  to  the  present  mo- 
ment the  petitioner  had  not  received  a  farthing. 
He  had  gone  to  trouble  and  expense,  and  heid 
taken  the  trouble  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  he  was  waiting  anxiously  to  see 
whether  that  report  would  be  acted  upon ;  but 
up  to  the  present  time  nothing  had  been  done 
by  the  Government  of  the  day  to  afford  him 
Mr,  Hogg 


justice.  If  he  had  been  an  influential  indivi- 
dual his  position  would  be  very  different^  or  if 
he  represented  a  body  of  men  who  could  bring 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Government,  then, 
even  if  he  was  antagonistic  to  the  Government, 
it  was  quite  possible  something  would  be  done. 
It  was  not  creditable  to  any  Government,  after 
the  Petitions  Conmiittee  had  dealt  with  the 
matter  in  this  way,  and  made  a  strong  repre- 
sentation, that  they  should  make  no  effort  to 
do  justice  to  a  man  who  had  suffered  a  very 
great  wrong.  This  was  one  of  the  most  cruel 
cases  ever  presented  before  any  Administra- 
tion. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
negatived. 

VOLUNTEER  CLAIMS  TO  SCRIP. 

Mr.  RHODES  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  he  will  instruct  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  at  Christchurch  to  rehear  all 
Volunteer  claims  for  scrip,  and  whether  he  will 
forward  to  the  said  Commissioner  a  copy  of 
the  following  portion  of  the  Deputy  Surveyor's 
letter  of  the  9th  August  to  himself  (Mr. 
Rhodes) :  viz.,  **  The  subsection  (4)  of  section 
2  of  the  Act  of  1889  admits  claims  of  persons 
within  the  colony,  thus  including  Canterbury 
as  well  as  other  districts.  Claims  of  men  who 
have  served  in  any  part  of  the  colony  are  ad- 
mitted so  long  as  other  provisions  of  the  Act 
are  complied  with."  Some  three  weeks  ago 
he  brought  this  question  up,  and  at  that  time 
the  Minister  of  Defence  assured  him  that  the 
Volunteers  in  Canterbury  were  not  entitled  to 
this  scrip.  At  that  time  he  (Mr.  Rhodes) 
pointed  out  that  by  the  law  they  were  per- 
fectly well  entitled  to  this  scrip;  and  now  he 
had  a  letter  written  by  the  Survey  Department 
admitting  his  contention,  and  stating  that  the 
Volunteers  in  Canterbury  were  entitled  by  sub- 
section ^4)  of  section  2  of  the  Act  of  1889  to 
this  scrip.  The  result  of  the  mistake  was 
this:  that  the  men  sent  in  applications,  and 
were  refused  on  the  ground  that  no  Canterbury 
Volunteers  were  entitled.  Their  claims  had 
been  debarred  on  that  ground.  Under  section  S 
of  the  Act  of  1892  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
Minister,  when  he  was  satisfied  that  these 
claims  were  unfairly  barred,  to  send  them  back 
to  the  Commissioners.  The  section  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

**  Section  eight  of  the  last -mentioned  Act 
is  hereby  repealed,  and  the  following  substi- 
tuted :— 

"  8.  Every  Commissioner,  after  inquiry  into 
any  claim  brought  before  him,  shall  transmit 
the  papers  in  such  claim,  together  with  his 
recommendation  thereon,  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands. 

**  If  after  examination  the  said  Minister  shall 
dissent  from  the  Conmiissioner's  recommenda- 
tion upon  any  such  claim,  he  may  remit  the 
papers  in  the  claim  for  further  consideration 
by  the  Commissioner ;  and  if  he  shall  approve 
any  recommendation,  and  it  be  in  favour  of  the 
claimant,  the  Minister  shall  report  accordingly 
to  the  Governor,  stating  in  such  report  that  the 
claimant  has  proved  his  claim,"  et  cetera. 
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The  Minister  had  power  to  send  these  claims 
back,  if  he  ohose,  for  farther  investigation,  and 
if  he  did  so  he  would  find  that  these  men  had 
hetxn  debarred  from  receiving  the  reward  they 
flhonld  have  received  for  the  services  they  had 
rendered  to  the  country,  and  that  in  a  most 
^Tftftt-ir  manner. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  pointed  out  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  entering  into  debatable 
matter. 

Mr.  RHODES  did  not  wish  to  do  that,  but 
would  point  out  that,  under  section  10  of  the 
Act  of  1891,— 

'*  The  Governor  in  Council  may,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  effect  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  and  to  insure  uniform  action  by  the 
sereral  Commissioners  in  the  determination  of 
claims  under  section  two  of  *The  Naval  and 
Militaiy  Settlers'  and  Volunteers'  Land  Act, 
1889,'  make  such  regulations  as  may 'seem 
necessary." 

It  seemed  to  him  that,  if  the  Minister  would 
issae  regulations  for  the  carrying-out  of  the 
Act,  some  uniform  action  could  be  taken  by  all 
the  Commissioners  throughout  the  colony,  and 
they  would  not  have  one  Commissioner  in  one 
place — because  he  said  the  Canterbury  Volun- 
teers were  not  entitled — taking  action  to  pre- 
vent their  claims  from  being  met,  while  the 
Commissioner  in  another  district  gave  scri^  to 
znen  who  had  performed  just  the  same  service. 
There  were  five  persons  who  sent  in  their 
eUims,  their  names  being  Young,  Findley, 
P.  Coira,  G.  Levens,  and  White ;  and  because 
ihese  people  had  been  debarred,  several  others 
who  had  similar  claims  had  refrained  from 
sending  them  in.  Therefore  he  thought  the 
Minister  should  go  a  step  further  than  he  had 
done,  and  allow  these  men  who  had  been  de- 
iMUcred  for  this  reason  to  send  in  their  claims. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  reply  to  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  The  answer  to  the  question 
was  that  under  the  Act  of  1892  the  Minister  of 
Xiadids  had  power  to  revise  these  claims,  and, 
II  he  disagreed  with  the  Commissioner,  to  send 
them  back  to  that  officer  for  reconsideration ; 
and  that  had  been  done  in  all  cases.  He 
therefore  did  not  see  what  ground  there  was 
lor  complaint. 

SMALL  FARMERS. 
Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Government,  What 
number  of  small  farmers  or  others  are  expected 
to  arrive  per  s.s.  **  Ruahine  "  under  the  reduced 
lazes  arranged  by  the  Agent-General,  and  what 
steps  are  being  taken  to  settle  these  people  on 
suitable  land?  He  put  this  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  because  he  saw  by  a  Press  Asso- 
ciation telegram  that  a  small  party  had  arrived 
bj  tiie  "Ruahine"  in  consequence  of  assisted 
panages  having  been  given  to  them.  Since 
that  steamer  had  arrived  a  telegram  had  been 
sent  round  the  colony  by  the  Press  Associa- 
tion describing  the  class  to  which  the  persons 
belonged,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  Minister  of 
Lands  would  be  glad  to  give  the  House  informa- 
tion on  the  subject.  The  telegram  to  which 
he  zef  ened  was  this  :— 

VOL.  LXXXL-«. 


**  By  the  <  Ruahine '  there  arrived,  under  the 
auspices  of  Mr.  Courtney,  in  order  to  take  up 
land  in  Taranaki,  a  party  who  came  out  under 
the  assisted-passages  scheme.  The  party  com- 
prises seventy-three  adults  and  two  cmldren, 
sixteen  of  the  number  being  women.  The 
mMority  are  young  men  formerly  employed 
in  London  offices,  in  city  occupations  only,  few 
being  practically  acquainted  witti  the  work  of 
farming.  Nearly  all  possess  a  little  money. 
It  appears  to  be  their  general  intention  to 
seek  work  on  farms  prior  to  taking  up  land. 
Though  not  practical  farmers,  the  majority  of 
the  inmiierants  appear  to  be  of  a  good  stamp, 
and  suitable  for  settlers.  Mr.  Courtney  hcMcl 
given  a  number  of  lectures  on  Taranaki  in 
England.  These  were  the  means  of  inducing 
many  to  come  out.  Mr.  J.  E.  March,  Superin- 
tendent of  Government  Settlements,  met  the 
passengers  at  the  *  Ruahine,'  and  gave  them  all 
necessary  information." 

Mr.  March  had  met  these  people,  and  by 
doing  so  would  appear  to  have  given  some 
official  responsibility  to  this  statement.  One 
would  like  to  know  whether  the  Government 
recognised  these  people  as  small  farmers,  for 
it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  they  were  the 
class  of  persons  one  would  have  expected. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  entering  into  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  would  withdraw  the  debatable 
matter.  At  the  same  time,  he  thought  some 
explanation  was  desirable. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  very  fond  of  using  newspaper 
extracts  to  found  questions  on ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  not  imagine  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  responsible  for  what  appeared 
in  the  newspapers.  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  constantly  in  the  habit  of  taking  up  the 
time  of  the  House  in  asking  questions  relating 
to  what  appeared  in  the  newspapers.  In  reply 
to  this  question,  he  might  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  telegram  from  the  Agent-General, 
which  had  been  since  published,  and  which 
said  that  a  certain  number  of  persons,  British 
farmers,  were  coming  out  in  the  "  Ruahine," 
and  they  had  sent  Mr.  March  up  to  meet  these 
persons,  because  the  Government  were  not  in  a 
position  to  say  whether  they  were  the  persons 
sent  out  by  the  Agent-General  or  not.  They 
found  that  they  had  been  sent  out  by  Mr. 
Courtney,  whom  the  honourable  gentleman  no 
doubt  knew,  and  they  were  going  to  the  Tara- 
naki District.  No  doubt  Mr.  Courtney  had 
arranged  for  their  settlement  on  the  land ;  but, 
if  not,  perhaps  the  Government  would  be  able 
to  assist  them.  At  any  rate,  the  Government 
would  assist  as  far  as  possible  in  getting  homes 
in  the  country  for  people  who  were  suitable. 
The  regulations  did  not  apply  only  to  farmers, 
but  also  to  persons  who  could  prove  to  the 
Agent-Generid  that  they  had  a  certain  amount 
of  means. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  SETTLERS'  AND 
VOLUNTEERS'  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  the  Govemment,~(l) 
If  it  is  their  intention  to  bring  in  a  Bill  during 
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this  seBsion  to  further  amend  the  Haval  and 
Military  Settlers'  and  VolonteerB'  Land  Act? 
or  (2)  is  it  the  intention  of  the  Qovemment  to 
bar  all  claims,  however  just,  because  applica- 
tions had  not  been  received  before  the  Slst 
March  last  ?  From  the  answer  that  had  been 
given  to  the  honourable  member  for  Qeraldine, 
he  could  hardly  expect  redress  for  those  who 
were  looking  to  the  House  for  justice.  They  aU 
knew  that  claims  and  petitions  were  coming  in 
in  very  large  numbers,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
that  all  equitable  and  just  claims  should  be 
considered,  and  no  technicalities  should  be 
allowed  to  stand  in  their  way.  He  thought  it 
v^as  a  blot  on  the  fair  fame  of  the  colony  that 
men  who  had  fought  and  bled  for  their  country 
should  not  have  their  just  claims  recognised. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  introduce  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  said  he  would  conform  in 
every  way  to  the  ruling  of  the  Speaker,  and 
would  only  say  that  he  trusted  the  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  act  in  this  matter  so 
that  justice  should  be  done  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Government  had 
answered  this  question  a  dozen  times  this  ses- 
sion, and  the  honourable  gentleman  was  only 
wasting  the  time  of  the  House  in  putting  ques- 
tions that  had  already  been  answered  so  often. 
It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
bring  in  any  amending  Bill.  These  claims 
would,  no  doubt,  c<mtinue  to  come.  They  had 
been  coming  in  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
if  the  time  were  extended  for  another  twenty 

J  rears  they  would  still  come  in.  It  was  the 
aw  passed  by  that  House  which  barred  these 
claims,  and  not  the  Government. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  power  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Act  and  thus  remove  the  bar. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  would  reeonmiend  the 
honourable  member  to  bring  in  a  Bill  him- 
self. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  assist  him  to  get  it  passed  if  he 
acted  on  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Government 
would  take  that  into  consideration. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  would  take  the  answer  to 
mean  that  the  Government  would  oppose, — 
which  was  a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  hmi. 

CONSTABLES  AND  DETECTIVES. 

Mr.  PALMER  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
—(1.)  When  the  Under-Secretary's  report  on 
defence  will  be  down?  (2.)  Are  the  recom- 
mendations of  last  year's  report — namely,  to 
do  away  with  the  fourth  grade  in  detectives 
and  third  grade  in  constables,  and  only  have 
three  grades  in  the  former  and  two  in  the  latter 
— to  be  given  effect  to  in  this  year's  report  ? 
(8.)  If  not  granted  to  both  constables  and  de- 
tectives, can  the  Government  see  its  way  to 
grant  this  concession  to  either  of  the  above  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner was  in'  the  hands  of  the  Printer,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  laid  on  the  table  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours.  The  recommendation 
Mr.  McOuire 


of  last  year  had  ndt  been  given  effect  to,  asd  no 
provision  was  made  on  the  estimates  for  givins 
effect  to  the  report.  The  answer  to  peat  ^ 
of  the  question  was  that  the  matter  was  now 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

AUCKLAND  FIREMEN  AND  DRIVERS. 
Mr.  SHERA  asked  the  Minister  for  PuUie 
Works,  Why  firemen  and  drivers  on  the  Auck- 
land Section  of  railways  are  only  allowed  thirtj 
minutes  to  prepare  their  engines  each  day, 
whereas  drivers  and  firemen  on  the  southern 
sections  are  allowed  forty-five  minutes  to  do 
the  same  work? 

Mr.  SEDDON  replied  that  the  regulations  in 
regard  to  this  matter  were  uniform  throughout 
the  colony. 

NEW  ZEALAND  RIFLE  ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  SHERA  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
If  he  will  place  a  sum  of  £1,000  on  the  esti- 
mates  for  prizes  to  be  awarded  at  the  next 
annual  shooting  competition  of  the  New  Zea- 
land Rifie  Association,  thus  following  tiio 
example  of  New  South  Wales,  where  £2,000 
had  been  voted  for  prizes  for  their  Rifle  Asso- 
ciation ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  replied  that  the  colony  was 
at  present  giving  assistance  to  the  assooLati<n& 
to  the  extent  of  about  £450  a  year,  and  ^ta 
Government  thought  that  was  suf&cient. 

TARANAKI  ROADS. 

Mr.  MoGUIRE  asked  the  Govenunent,  If 
they  are  aware  of  the  wretched  state  of  the 
tracks  in  the  special-settled  districts,  and  the 
miles  of  standing  bush  which  are  called  roads 
on  the  maps  in  the  Land  Department  at  Wel- 
lington and  the  District  Land  Office  at  New 
Plymouth;  and  has  their  attention  been  eves 
called  to  the  etate  of  the  Junction  Road  from 
InglevTood  to  Tarata,  and  of  the  East  Road 
from  Stratford  to  Coutts  Swamp ;  and  are  they 
aware  that  these  roads  are  arterial  roads,  and, 
notwithstanding  this,  ingress  and  egress  ia 
impossible ;  and,  if  the  Government  are  aware 
of  the  facts  as  stated,  what  steps  do  they  pur- 
pose taking,  if  not  in  the  interest  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  at  least  in  the  interest  ot 
poor  deluded  humanity  ?  He  trusted  that,  now 
that  the  Government  were  in  possession  of  the 
facts  stated  in  the  question,  they  would,  at 
as  early  a  date  as  possible,  redress  the  wrongs 
under  which  the  people  in  these  districts  were 
suffering.  He  hoped  the  answer  would  be 
more  satisfactory  than  that  which  he  had 
received  to  his  last  question. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  could  assure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  the  answer  on  this  occa- 
sion would  be  a  highly  satisfactory  one.  The 
Government  were  well  aware  that  the  bad 
weather  had  caused  the  bush  roads  to  be  flJmost 
impassable  not  only  in  Taranaki,  but  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  North  Island.  They  wera 
also  aware  that  there  were  miles  of  standing 
bush  which  were  called  roads  not  only  in 
Taranaki,  but  also  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  North  Island.  With  regard  to  the  road 
referred  to  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  ques- 
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tioii,  he  might  m,j  that  it  was  under  the  control 
of  the  local  bodies,  bnt,  neyerthelefls,  several 
telegramB  had  been  sent  to  the  Gk>yeniment 
addng  them  to  put  it  in  repair.  He  did  not 
know  whether  those  telegrams  had  been  in- 
spired by  the  honourable  gentleman,  bat  it  was 
possible  they  had  been.  This  road  was  also 
reported  to  be  in  a  bad  state.  It  was  the  duty 
of  course,  of  the  Qoyenmient  to  do  what  they 
-eonld,  and  let  the  work  be  carried  on  as  fast  as 
-^e  fnnds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government, 
end  the  weather,  would  permit.  There  were 
^two  things  essential  —first  that  the  Qovemment 
-should  haye  the  means,  and  secondly  that  they 
should  have  good  weathet.  He  would  now 
point  out  what  had  been  done  for  deluded 
humanity  in  that  district.  During  the  last 
fiaanoial  year  the  Government  had  expended 
413,124  on  roads  in  the  Taranaki  District; 
£8,199  had  been  given  to  the  districts  in  the 
sliape  of  thirds ;  they  had  given  the  Harbour 
Board  out  of  Land  Fund  £6,698 ;  and  they  had 
liabilities  existing  at  the  Slst  March,  1898,  for 
works  in  progress,  for  which  the  Government 
were  responsible,  to  the  extent  of  £15,068  : 
mkking  a  total  for  the  Taranaki  District  of 
£48,279.  It  appeared  to  him  that  if  the  **  de- 
luded humanity"  in  the  Taranaki  District 
wanted  more  help  the  honourable  gentleman 
■rast  himself  go  into  wavs  and  means,  and 
aak  the  House  to  supply  him  with  money. 

H.M.S.  "  VICTORIA." 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  called  the  attention  of 
tfie  Premier  to  the  report  in  the  London  Tvnua 
of  the  28th  June  of  the  messages  received  by 
ttte  Secretary  of  State  from  the  Australasian 
Ooloniee  relating  to  the  loss  of  H.M.S.  "Vic- 
toda,"  from  which  it  appears  that  in  all  cases 
except  that  of  New  Zealand  the  Governor  was 
the  means  of  communication  with  the  Imperial 
Oovenmient,  while  in  the  case  of  New  Zea- 
land the  Agent- General  appears  to  have  been 
instructed  to  communicate  with  the  Under- 
fieeretexy  of  the  Colonial  Office;  and  asked, 
What  is  the  reason  for  the  deviation  from  the 
usual  course,  by  which  the  Governor  of  the 
•colony  has  always  been  the  recognised  means 
of  eommunication  with  the  Imperial  Govem- 
■lent ;  and,  further,  whether  any  acknowledg- 
ment has  been  received  of  the  expression  of 
ngret  forwarded  by  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment to  His  Excellency,  for  transmission  to 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen?  He  found  in  the 
London  Ma4X  of  the  28th  June  the  messages 
feoeiyed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  with  respect  to  the  loss  of  the  <'  Vic- 
toria "  and  the  death  of  Admiral  Tryon.  There 
•WBie  one  from  Tasmania,  one  from  Western 
Australia,  one  from  New  South  Wales,  one 
from  Victoria,  one  from  South  Australia;  and 
then  there  came  one  from  New  Zealand,  a 
letter  from  the  Agent- General  to  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  as  follows : — 

**8iB, — I  have  the  honour  to  request  that 
you  will  inform  the  Marquis  of  Bi^on  that  I 
haye  received  a  cablegram  from  my  Govem- 
aient  deeising  me  to  express  to  him  on  their 
-Mttlf  the  einoere  regret  of  the  people  of  New 


Zealand  at  the  loss  of  the  brave  crew  of  H.M.S. 
'  Victoria '  and  of  Admiral  Tryon,  who  was  so 
well  known  and  so  deeply  respected  in  the 
colony. — ^I  have,  <Sto., 

••  W.  B.  Pbbcbval."  ' 

When  an  address  was  passed  by  that  House 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  requesting  him 
to  forward  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  aa 
expression  of  regret  for  the  sad  loss  of  the 
"  Victoria,"  the  Premier  informed  the  House 
that  he  had  already  sent  a  message  to  the 
Agent  -  (General.  It  seemed  to  him  at  the 
time  somewhat  extraordinary,  bnt  he  did  not 
wish  to  interrupt  proceedings  which  he  thought 
should  not  be  interrupted  by  a  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON.--What  is  the  Hansard  t 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— On  page  19  of  the  first 
number  of  Hansard  this  year  the  Premier 
was  reported  to  have  said, — 

**I  may  state  that  immediately  the  news 
reached  me  I  took  the  opportunity  of  sending 
a  cable  messsge  to  the  Agent-General,  asking 
him  to  convey  to  the  authorities  at  Home,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  our  expifessions  of 
regret  and  sorrow ;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
well  for  the  House  to  pass  the  resolution.  I 
therefore  move  it." 

The  resolution  was,  he  thought,  couched  in 
very  proper  terms,  as  coming  from  a  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  and  requesting  His  Excel- 
lency to  convey  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  an 
expression  of  regret  at  the  event.  It  seemed 
to  him  not  altogether  inadvisable  that  they 
should  bear  in  mind  the  position  in  which 
the  Legislature  was  in  a  matter  of  that  kind, 
and  that  the]ir  ought  on  such  occasions  to 
observe  that  mgnity  of  procedure  which  the 
character  of  the  occasion  called  for.  He 
thought  at  the  time  that  the  proceeding  was  not 
one  m  keeping  with  the  proper  digaity  of  the 
House,  nor  was  it  appropriate  to  the  occasion ; 
but  he  did  not  on  that  occasion  say  anything. 
He  now  found,  as  he  had  said,  from  the  London 
Times  that  New  Zealand  was  the  only  colony 
which  had  gone  outside  the  ordinary  course 
by  sendmg  a  telegraphic  message  to  its  Agent- 
General  to  place  himself  practically  in  the  posi- 
tion of  an  ambassador  to  the  court  of  England, 
and  to  approach  that  court  in  a  way  in  which 
he  did  not  think  they,  as  a  Parliament,  ought 
to  approach  it — through  the  Under-Secretary 
of  the  Colonial  Office.  He  would  like  to  know 
what  was  the  reason  for  this  divergence  from 
the  ordinary  course.  Two  or  three  reasonsjiad 
occurred  to  him  as  probably  being  the  cause 
of  this  unusual  course:  one  was  the  unusual 
character  of  the  occurrence,  and  the  fact  that 
the  Premier  was  not  accustomed  to  deal  vnth  a 
question  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  introducing  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  perhaps  raising  points  which  might 
lead  to  debate. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  he  was  only  anxious 
to  know  the  reason  why  this  course  was  taken, 
because  it  was  usual  certainly  for  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  to  approach  the  Imperial  Govern*' 
ment  throu^  Hie  Excellency  the  Govemoi^ 
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and,  80  far  as  he  was  aware,  it  had  always  been 
the  custom  for  the  Governor  to  be  the  medium 
in  such  cases. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  every  possible  latitude 
would  be  extended  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  courtesy  to  his  position,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  could  not  allow  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  trespass  too  far  on  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  he  was  to  understand 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  complain  that 
the  resolution  of  the  House  was  sent  through 
the  Agent-Gleneral  instead  of  through  the  Go- 
vernor. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  making  inquiries 
as  to  what  became  of  the  resolution  parsed  by 
ih»  House. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  that  what  he  wanted 
to  know  was,  how  it  came  that  the  Agent- 
General  was  authorised  to  communicate  with 
^e  Under-Secretary  of  the  GoloniarOffice  on 
a  matter  afiecting  the  whole  colony — in  regard 
to  an  expression  of  regret  of  the  whole  people 
of  New  Zealand  to  the  Imperial  Government ; 
and  why  they  had  passed  over  the  Governor. 
He. thought  it  was  most  important  to  know 
what  were  the  relations  we  were  getting  into 
with  the  Colonial  OfGloe.  The  reason  he  asked 
this  question  particularly  was  that  they  had 
some  little  experience  of  the  passing-over  of 
the  Governor  and  appealing  direct  to  the 
Golonial  Office.  He  trusted,  however,  that  in 
this  case  he  would  learn  that  there  had  simply 
been  a  mistake,  through  want  of  knowledge  on 
the  part  of  the  Premier.  He  thought,  too,  we 
ought  not  to  turn  our  Agent- General  into  an 
ambassador. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  that  he  was  rather 
surprised  when  he  saw  the  question  upon  the 
Order  Paper.  Of  course,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  shown,  there  had  been  no  hiding 
from  the  public  or  honourable  members  what 
had  transpired,  because,  in  Hansard^  page  19, 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks  on  the  loss 
of  the  **  Victoria,"  he  (&Ir.  Seddon)  was  re- 
ported to  have  said, — 

"  I  may  state  that  immediately  the  news 
reached  me  I  took  the  opportunity  of  sending  a 
cable  message  to  the  Agent-Gtoneral,  asking 
him  to  convey  to  the  authorities  at  Home  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  our  expressions  of 
regret  and  sorrow ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  well 
lor  the  House  to  pass  the  resolution.  I  there- 
lore.move  it." 

The  resolution  that  was  carried  by  the  House 
was  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  sent  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  and  no  doubt  it  was 
transmitted  by  him  to  the  Golonial  Office.  As 
regarded  the  telegram  going  from  himself  to 
the  Agent-Generi^,  his  explanation  was  very 
simple.  When  he  saw  the  news  in  the  paper, 
on  going  into  his  office  he  sent  for  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Cabinet, 'but  that  gentleman  not 
being  there  he  dictated  to  his  Private  Secre- 
tary a  telegram  of  sympathy  to  be  sent  to  the 
Golonial  Office.  He  subsequently  foimd  that 
instead  of  the  telegram  going  to  His  Excel- 
lency, as  it  ought  to  have  done  in  the  ordinary 
COune,  it  was  sent  direct  to  the  Agent-General. 
Mr.  BoUeston 


Had  the  Secretary  to  the  Cabinet  been  there- 
to deal  with  this  correspondence,  of  course  the- 
message  would  have  been  sent  to  His  Excel- 
lency for  transmission  to  the  Colonial  Offioe. 
As  it  was,  it  was  sent  direct  to  the  Agent-Gene- 
ral, and  hence  the  error  had  arisen.  Of  course^ 
that  was  rectified  by  the  resolution  of  thfr 
House  being  sent  as  he  had  stated.  He  found 
out  the  mistake,  and  rectified  it  as  far  as  ha 
was  able.  As  some  doubt  had  been  raised  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  asking  the  ques» 
tion,  he  was  very  much  pleased  to  sav  that 
the  relations  between  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor and  his  Advisers  were  of  the  most  cordial 
character. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— That  has  nothing  to  da 
with  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  had,  because  th& 
honourable  gentlemsui's  remarks  would  lead 
honourable  members  to  infer  that  the  message 
had  been  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office  over  the 
head  of  His  Excellency,  ignoring  his  position. 
He  took  that  opportunity  of  making  that  ex* 
planation. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.<-It  was  a  mistake,  itk 
fact  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was  quite  a  mistake. 

RAINFALL. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  the  Government^. 
Whether,  with  a  view  to  making  complete 
the  return  of  the  annual  rainfall  througnout 
the  colony,  the  Government  will  provide  for  a 
record  being  kept  of  the  rainfall  at  TaraniUd, 
Nelson,  Hokitika,  and  Westport  ?  This  vTas  a- 
matter  of  considerable  importance  to  the  coun- 
try. The  returns  were  incomplete,  as  indicated 
in  his  question.  He  believed  the  reason  waa 
the  inability  of  the  Museum  authorities  to  pro* 
vide  a  few  shillings  for  the  necessary  rain- 
gauges.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
recognise  the  importance  of  this  matter,  and 
provide  the  small  sum  required  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  few  extra  instruments. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE  thought  the  cause  of 
there  not  being  these  extra  stations  was  not 
so  much  the  want  of  funds  for  rain-gauges,, 
but  the  difficulty  of  getting  suitable  persons  to- 
attend  to  the  work.  Inquiries  were  being  made 
to  see  whether  they  could  not  get  some  of  the- 
officers  at  the  places  referred  to  to  perform  the 
work,  and  if  they  could  do  it  the  duty  would 
be  undertaken  at  once. 

SOUTH  ISLAND  LANDLESS  NATIVES. 

Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Premier,  When  the 
Government  will  take  the  necessEuy  steps  to 
complete  arrangements  for  providing  land  for 
the  landless  Natives  in  the  South  Island,  also- 
for  those  members  of  the  Native  race  in  the 
same  part  of  the  colony  who  have  not  sufficient 
land  for  their  maintenance  ?  The  Natives  had 
not  yet  received  any  definite  reply  from  the 
Government  as  tu  what  they  intended  to  do  in 
this  matter. 

Mr.  CARROLL   said   the  Government  in- 
tended at  an  early  period  to  take  the  steps*, 
necessary  for  bringing  this  whole  question  to  m 
dose,  but  the  honourable  gentlemau  was  awace^ 
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that  lists  were  coming  in  eyenr  day  of  the 
laames  of  Natives  to  be  included  in  the  sohe- 
<dnle,  and  justice  would  not  be  done  if  the  lists 
weie  closed  at  the  present  time.  It  was  the 
intention  of  the  Qovemment  to  take  this 
matter  in  hand  and  complete  it  once  and  for 
all  as  soon  as  the  session  was  over. 

WAIBABAPA  LAKE. 

Mr.  PABATA  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther the  Government  intend  to  take  any  action 
to  give  effect  to  the  report  of  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission upon  the  claims  of  Natives  to  the  Wai- 
rarapa lakes  and  adjacent  lands,  furnished  to 
both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  by  command  of 
His  Excellency,  and  printed  in  the  Appendices, 
fiess.  n.,  1891,  G.-4  ?  The  Natives  were  very 
anxious  to  know  yrhat  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  in  reference  to  the  report  of  the 
Oommission. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  the  decision  of  this 
matter  was  hung  up  pending  the  result  of  liti- 

Stion.  The  case  was  sub  Judice,  an  appeal 
ving  t)een  made  to  the  Privy  Council.  He 
might  say  that  the  Government  were  anxious 
at  one  time  to  see  the  Natives  with  the  view  of 
settling  this  matter,  but  the  Natives,  although 
they  Imew  the  intentions  of  the  Government, 
did  not  approach  them,  preferring  rather  to  go 
into  Court. 

D.  B.  OBCHABD. 
Mr.  PALMEB  asked  the  Government,— (1.) 
If  they  have  yet  considered  the  case  of  the  ex- 
oeasiveand  extreme  sentence  passed  upon  D.  B. 
Orchard  in  Auckland  four  years  ago,  and  have 
they  compared  that  sentence  of  seven  years 
with  other  sentences  passed  at  the  same  time 
for  similar  offences,  such  other  sentences  being 
only  for  three  years?  (2.)  Can  the  Govern- 
ment reconcile  these  differences  in  sentences 
for  similar  offences?  (8.)  Will  they  do  any- 
thing to  remove  this  anomaly  by  remitting  the 
lemainder  of  Orchard's  sentence  now  that  he 
has  served  so  long,  and  while  others  who  were 
sentenced  for  greater  offences  at  the  same  time 
that  he  was  sentenced  are  at  liberty  ?  This 
VHS  a  serious  question,  and  was  one  which 
was  agitating  a  good  many  pHBople  in  Auck- 
land. He  might  call  the  Minister's  attention 
to  tiie  two  sentences  passed  at  the  time  referred 
to  in  his  question.  Dean  was  sentenced  to 
three  years,  and  also  Bawlings,  who  had  robbed 
^dows  and  orphans,  for  he  had  taken  the 
fonds  of  an  orphan  asylum.  There  was  no 
diffetence  between  these  two  cases,  excepting 
In  the  one  fact  that  in  Orchard's  case  nobody 
ttpected  him  to  meet  the  bills,  and  he  re- 
newed the  bills  by  forging  sisnatures  to  them, 
ttd,  as  a  money-lender,  he  had  made  use  of 
the  money  that  had  been  accumulating  in  his 
hands.  His  offence  was  really  small  in  com- 
(•lison  with  the  offences  of  these  others.  He 
would  point  out  to  the  Minister  the  extraordi- 
naty  anomaly  in  the  sentences  in  these  cases. 
In  the  two  cases  he  had  mentioned  the 
(cisoners  received  sentences  of  three  years 
«ily  for  greater  offences,  while  Orchard  got  a 
ientenoe  which  really  amounted  to  imprison- 


ment  for  life.  He  was  a  very  old  man,  and 
if  the  sentence  were  not  commuted  he  must 
really  end  his  days  in  prison.  Universal  sym« 
pathy  hfibd  been  expressed  with  the  man  in  the 
city  where  the  facts  were  known  and  where  the 
trial  took  place,  and  one  of  the  persons  who 
expressed  his  sympathy  when  he  heard  of  the 
sentence  was  actually  the  prosecutor  himself. 
Petitions  had  been  before  the  House  on  the 
matter ;  and  the  Visitinc  Justices  at  Auckland, 
— amongst  whom  he  believed  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  House, — after  making  all  in- 
quiries, recommended  the  Government  over 
a  year  ago  to  take  the  case  into  consideration, 
and  remit  the  sentence  of  this  unfortunate 
man.  In  view  of  the  difference  between  the  ' 
sentences  he  had  mentioned,  he  hoped  that 
the  Government  would  see  their  way  to  remit 
the  remainder  of  the  sentence  in  the  case  of 
Orchard.  He  would  like  to  know  how  the 
Government  reconciled  the  difference  between 
the  sentences,  if  they  did  persist  in  keeping 
this  unfortunate  man  in  gaol. 

Mr.  BEEVES  would  remind  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  Parliament  was  not  a  Court  of 
Criminal  Appeal,  nor  was  that  House  a  Court 
constituted  to  revise  the  sentences  passed  by 
the  Courts  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  PALMEB  questioned  that. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb. — The  Minister  is  going 
into  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  that  might  be  answered 
by  the  statement  that  the  speech  which  the 
honourable  member  had  just  delivered  was 
debatable  as  regarded  the  particular  case  of 
Orchard.  He  was  a  man  who  was  in  a  good 
position,  and  he  was  found  guilty  of  no  less 
than  nine  offences  of  forgery.  That  being  so, 
the  Government,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  did  not 
see  their  way  to  recommend  any  remission. 

Mr.  PALMEB  said  the  Minister  had  not 
answered  the  second  part  of  the  question,  whidi 
had  been  forgotten  :  How  did  the  Government 
reconcile  these  differences  in  the  sentences? 
There  were  nine  charges  in  Orchard's  case,  and 
nine  charges  also  in  the  other  case  he  had 
mentioned. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  reconcile  apparent  anomaUes 
in  the  sentences  passed  by  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 

PALMEBSTON  NOBTH  COUBTHOUSE, 
Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Govemment,;-(l) 
If  they  submitted  the  plans  of  the  Palmerston 
North  Courthouse  to  the  District  Court]  Judge 
and  the  Besident  Magistrate  before  the  seleo- 
tion  of  the  present  plan  was  made ;  and  (2),  i| 
they  did  submit  them,  did  those  gentlemen 
approve  of  the  selection  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  plans  were  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  Magistrate  or  the  Judge,  but  the 
plans  were  submitted  to  the  Under-Secretary 
for  Justice,  who,  together  with  the  Chief  Archi- 
tect, the  Engineer-in-Chief,  and  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  Works,  made  a  selection  from  the 
number  of  plans  that  were  submitted ;  and  he 
might  say  that  he  went  through  the  matter 
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^mj  oarefolly  himself,  and  he  was  satisfied  the 
best  design  was  the  one  selected. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE  ADVANCES. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Colonial 
^Treasurer,  If  the  Government  will  consider  the 
propriety  of  reducing  the  rate  of  interest 
charged  by  the  Insurance  Department  on  ad- 
vances of  £500  and  over,  from  the  present  rate 
of  7  ijer  cent.  ?  On  a  former  occasion  he  put  a 
qnesuon  on  the  same  subject  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  and  he  found  that  he  was  reported 
to  have  said  that  the  interest  charged  on  ad- 
vances made  to  policyholders  was  6  per  cent. 
If  he  was  correctly  reported,  he  was  in  error  in 
that  respect.  The  rate  of  interest  charged  by 
the  Government  Life  Insurance  Department, 
and  probably  by  the  other  life  insurance  offices, 
was  7  per  cent.  As  to  the  question  he  had  now 
to  put  to  the  Government,  it  suggested  the 
propriety  of  reducing  the  rate  of  interest  upon 
advances  of  £500  and  upwards.  It  must  be 
considered  that  the  security  was  unezoeption- 
able,  because  the  advances  by  the  denartment 
were  made  on  moneys  already  paia  by  the 
borrowers  by  wa^  of  premiums  upon  insurances 
on  Uieir  own  lives.  No  doubt  there  was  a 
difficulty  as  to  dealing  with  the  smaller  ad- 
vances, but  there  should  be  none  as  to  the 
lufgejf  sums,  such  as  £500  and  over. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  question  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  no  doubt  referred  to 
policies  over  £500.  The  rate  of  interest  on 
loans  of  £500  on  mortgage  of  property  was 
only  6}  per  cent.  As  already  explained,  policy 
loans  were  repayable  at  any  time  in  one  sum, 
or  in  instalments  of  £5,  or  they  might  run 
on  indefinitely  at  the  option  of  the  borrower. 
Seven  per  cent,  was  the  lowest  rate  charged  by 
the  other  offices  in  the  colony,  and  it  would  to 
some  extent  unfairly  handicap  the  New  Zea- 
land Government  Insurance  Department  if 
tibey  were  to  reduce  it.  The  answer  in  other 
respects  would  be  the  same  as  the  answer 
given  to  a  similar  question  some  time  ago,  and 
recorded  on  page  542  of  the  first  volume  of 
Hansard  of  this  session. 

ROTORUA  SANATORIUM. 
Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
are  aware  that  the  baths  and  buildings  at  the 
Rotorua  Sanatorium  are  leaky  and  otherwise 
unsuitable  for  tourists :  and  will  the  Govern- 
ment place  a  sufficient  sum  on  the  estimates  to 
make  the  necessary  alterations,  so  as  to  pro- 
vide for  the  great  influx  of  tourists  expected  to 
visit  the  thermal  district  on  the  completion  of 
the  railway  ?  He  might  state  that  the  baths 
and  bathing  accommodation  at  present  were 
not  sufficient.  Last  season  during  the  sum- 
mer months  a  great  number  of  tourists  had  to 
wait,  some  of  them  an  hour  at  a  time,  for  their 
turn  at  the  baths.  The  buildings  were  loBky, 
and  he  was  informed  by  people  who  had  been 
there  lately  that  it  was  verv  uncomfortable  to 
take  baths  there.  He  had  put  the  question 
on  the  Order  Paper  simply  in  order  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  the  position. 
The  Sanatorium  building,  of  course,  was  aU 
Mr.  Seddon 


right,  having  been  erected  only  a  year  or  two- 
ago.  The  bathing  accommodation  was  intsriot* 
and  if  something  was  not  done  this  summer 
there  would  certainly  not  be  sufficient  accom- 
modation for  the  people  resorting  to  the  bathe 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  the  informa- 
tion which  had  come  from  Rotorua  was  ta 
the  effect  that,  in  consequence  of  the  very 
heavy  rains  which  had  taken  place  there,  there^- 
was  some  leakage  at  the  baths,  and  steps  had 
been  taken  at  once  to  have  the  baths  repaired. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  for  an  answer  to  the 
second  part  of  the  question. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  did  not  know  whether 
he  would  be  accused  by  his  colleagues  of  divulg- 
ing part  of  the  Public  Works  Statement,  but,. 
at  any  rate,  he  might  say  that  the  Govemment 
intended  to  provide  for  ihe  alterations  referred 
to. 

TREE-PLANTING. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther, with  a  view  to  the  encouragement  of 
tree-planting,  they  will  give  any  assistance  to- 
some  of  the  larger  horticultural  societies  in  the 
colony?  He  had  been  induced  to  place  Ibhis 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  in  consequence  of 
a  resolutioQ  having  been  passed  by  a  large  and 
important  society  in  this  Island,  and  also  in 
consequence  of  a  request  that  he  would  bring 
the  matter  under  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Although  this  question  of  tree-planting 
was  considered,  and  rightly  so,  to  be  a  very  im- 
portant matter,  yet,  knowing  as  he  did  the 
difficulties  which  surrounded  the  question — 
that  was  to  say,  so  far  as  monetary  assistance 
by  the  Government  was  concerned — he  would 
not  give  any  expression  of  opinion  on  the- 
matter.  He  just  wished,  in  consequence  of 
the  request  to  which  he  had  alluded,  to 
elicit  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  Go- 
vernment upon  it.  They  might,  at  any  rate,, 
take  it  into  consideration,  and  see  if  they 
could  assist  in  any  way  in  this  direction. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  matter  had 
been  considered  by  the  department,  but  up  to 
the  present  they  had  not  been  able  to  devisa^ 
means  by  which  to  do  anything  in  the  matter. 
However,  the  matter  was  still  under  considera- 
tion, and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  do  somethLog 
ultimately. 

LEASE-IN-PERPETUITY  SELECTORS. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  will  make  such  arrangements  aa 
will  obviate  a  selector  under  the  lease-in-per- 
petuity  clause  of  the  Land  Act  paying  the 
whole  amount  of  survey-fee  in  one  sum? 
Under  the  lease-in-perpetuity  clause  of  the 
Land  Act  a  selector  htbd  to  pay  down  a  very 
large  sum  of  money  in  survey-fees;  and  he 
thought,  if  any  arrangement  could  be  made 
whereby  the  selector  could  have  the  amount 
of  the  survey  added  to  the  capital  value  of  th» 
land,  and  pay  on  that  basis,  it  would  be  highly 
conducive  to  permanent  settlement. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said. the  selector  of  land 
under  the  lease-in-perpetuity  system  did  not . 
require  to  pay  for  the  survey  at  all  if  the  land 
had  been  already  surveyed ;  and,  if  he  appliedt 
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for  nnsorreyed  land,  seotion  68  of  the  Land 
Ae/t  xequirad  the  amount  of  the  snryey-f ee  to 
1m  deposited  with  the  application ;  but  this  was 
act  considered  to  be  a  hardship,  as  the  amount 
WBB  credited  towards  the  first  rent  that  wa«  to 
1m  paid. 

Kr.  C.  H.  miiLS.-— Bat  it  is  a  large  simi. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  of  coarse  any 
parson  patting  down  that  sum  had  nothing 
mora  to  pay  in  the  shape  of  rent  antil  that 
som  was  exhaasted.  He  did  not  see  that  they 
ooold  possibly  get  oat  of  the  difficulty. 

PATTESSON'S  ESTATE. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Oolonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  he  will  give  effect  to  therecommenda- 
Uon  of  the  M  to  Z  Committee  in  the  matter  of 
the  petition  re  Pattesson's  estate?  In  this 
matter  of  Pattesson's  petition  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Stamps  claimed  probate  duty  upon  a 
mm  of  £2,943,  which  had  no  existence  in  fact, 
aa  part  of  this  estate :  the  money  had  been  lost, 
and  had  been  improperly  included  in  the  state- 
ment by  the  attorneys.  The  matter  had  been 
before  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  which 
vnanimously  recommended  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  be  granted— that  was,  that  an 
amended  statement  might  be  made  as  to  the 
^alue  of  the  estate  subject  to  probate;  and 
all  he  wanted  to  know  from  the  Government 
was,  whether  they  intended  to  give  effect  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  be- 
eause  the  estate  was  locked  up,  and  must  so 
lemain  umtil  their  decision  should  be  given. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  matter  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Cabinet.  There  were  two 
other  somewhat  similar  cases;  one  of  these 
oases  was  that  of  Scott;  and  the  whole  of 
them  would  be  considered  together  by  the 
Government. 

WESTPORT  COLLIERY  RESERVES. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  lay  before  this  House  the 
plui  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners upon  the  subject  of  the  Westport 
OoUiery  Reserves ;  also  a  copy  of  the  evidence 
taken  by  the  Commissioners?  They  had  on 
the  table  a  report  from  Messrs.  Greenville  and 
Bond,  who  were  appointed  Commissioners  to 
inqaixe  into  the  position  of  the  West  Coast 
oouiery  reserves.  In  this  report  they  referred 
freqnently  to  certain  sections  and  boundary 
leases.  It  was  not  possible,  however,  to  obtain 
a  oleex  conception  of  the  purport  of  the  report 
without  the  plan.  He  therefore  asked  that  a 
eopy  of  the  plan  might  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  Honse. 

Mr^  J.  McKENZIE  said  there  was  no  ob- 
jection whatever  to  laying  a  copy  of  the  plan  on 
the  table  of  the  House,*  and  he  would  be  very 
^ad  to  do  it.  He  would  also  be  glad  to  lay  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
tet  he  hoped  they  would  not  be  asked  to  have  it 
minted,  because  the  amount  of  printing  they 
had  to  do  was  really  getting  beyond  all  bounds. 
H  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  satisfied 
to  have  a  copy  of  the  manuscript  laid  upon  the 
taUahe  wooldbegladtofaniishit.  < 


DUNEDIN  BURGESS  ROLL. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Premier,--(1.)  If  his 
attention  has  been  oalled  to  the  proceeding 
regarding  the  burgess  roll  in  the  City  Council 
of  Dunedin  on  the  2nd  August  instant,  and 
reported  in  the  Otago  DcMy  Times  of  the  8rd 
August  instant?  (2.)  Is  he  aware  that  fifty- 
two  claims  to  be  enrelled  on  the  burgess  roll 
were  made,  that  the  City  Council  Valuer  de- 
clined to  certify  them  as  correct,  but  a  majority 
of  the  Council  allowed  them,  and  that  amongst 
these  claims  there  were  the  following:  eleven 
claims  in  respect  of  one  lease,  which  had  been 
subdivided,  a  brewer  claiming  for  his  son, 
his  son's  wife,  and  his  bottler  in  respect  of  his 
bottiing-house,  for  his  cooper  in  respect  of  a 
shed,  and  for  five  or  six  others  for  other  portions 
of  his  property  ?  (3.)  Will  he,  in  any  amend- 
ing Municipal  Act,  make  provision  for  either 
allowing  all  adolt  males  and  females  resident 
in  a  city  or  borough  to  be  enrolled  as  burgesses, 
whether  they  are  lessees  or  owners  of  land  or 
not;  or,  failing  that,  for  an  appeal  to  some 
Court  against  the  City  Counoirs  decisioas  on 
revision  of  the  roll;  so  that  the  system  of 
creating  bogus  voters  maybe  prevented?  In 
putting  this  question  he  wished  just  to  state 
the  facts  which  led  him  to  put  it.  In  the 
Ota^o  DaUy  Times  of  the  8rd  August  there 
appeared  an  account  of  a  meeting  of  the 
Citv  Council  of  Dunedin.  That  meeting  was 
called  by  notice  dated  the  25th  July,  notify- 
ing that  the  claims  of  persons  who  desired  to 
be  enrolled  on  the  burgess  roll  must  be  sent 
in  before  five  p.m.  on  the  let  August.  The 
meeting  ,was  to  take  place  at  half-past  seven 
on  the  2nd  August;  and  he  understood  there 
were  fifty-two  claims  lodged  that  the  Town 
Clerk  or  the  city  valuer  declined  to  certify  as 
correct.  The  claims  were  new  claims,  put  in 
the  day  before  the  Council  met,  and,  as  he 
understood,  the  Council  did  not  see  them  till 
the  meeting.  Among  these  claims  there  were 
claims  of  this  character:  For  example,  a 
brewer  had  given  a  lease  of  part  of  his  pro- 
perty to  his  wife,  another  part  to  his  son, 
another  part  to  his  son's  wife,  another  to  an 
assistant,  another  to  a  cooper,  another  to  his 
bottler,  another  to  a  servant,  another  to  a 
labourer,  another,  he  believed,  to  a  domestic 
servant  or  to  her  mother.  Another  brewer's 
accountant  had  got  a  lease  of  property  where 
he  was  not  living  from  a  brewer's  labourer. 
As  the  House  was  aware,  there  must  be  a 
lease  for  more  than  six  months'  duration 
before  a  name  could  be  put  on  the  rolls. 
Well,  a  peraon  gave  a  sublease,  say,  for  twelve 
months,  and  it  turned  out  that  the  lease  itself 
had  only  two  or  three  days  to  run,  and  yet 
the  sublessee  was  entitled  to  get  on  the  roll 
and  vote.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  matter 
was  getting  so  serious  that  if  they  were  to 
have  pure  rolls  they  must  legislate  in  either  of 
two  ways :  either  all  adult  males  and  females 
should  be  allowed  to  be  put  on  the  rolls,  or, 
failing  that,  some  independent  Court  should 
be  set  up,  so  that  the  burgess  lists  might 
be  revised,  and  that  a  majority  who  might 
be,  as  the  phrase  went,  of  one  colour  should 
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not  be  allowed  to  poll  bogus  votes  on  any 
question. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  said  the  honourable  member 
would,  no  doubt,  understand  what  he  meant 
when  he  said  he  had  not  had  time  to  peruse 
the  Otago  newspapers,  and,  consequently,  had 
not  seen  the  report  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  referred.  But,  taking  for  granted 
what  had  appeared  and  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  said,  it  showed  the  necessity 
for  widening  the  franchise  in  a  given  direction, 
and  he  hoped,  before  many  hours  were  over,  to 
^ow  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  niatter 
had  not  been  forgotten  by  the  Government.   * 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  AGENT- 
GENERAL. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  the  Premier,  If  he 
will  inform  the  House  of  the  circumstances 
which  have  caused  the  delay  in  furnishing  the 
return,  ordered  by  the  House  on  the  18th  July, 
of  copies  of  correspondence  with  the  Agent- 
General  on  the  sabjeot  of  assistance  to  small 
f armen,  and  on  other  subjects  ?  The  question 
was  put  simply  to  draw  from  the  Premier  the 
reason  for  delay  in  furnishing  returns  of  this 
kind.  He  did  not  wish  to  press  the  question, 
because  he  believed,  from  what  had  been 
said,  that  the  Premier  had  done  his  best,  since 
he  spoke  about  the  matter,  to  get  it  done.  But 
he  could  not  understand  the  position  of  de- 
partments which  did  not  promptly  reply  to 
parliamentary  orders  for  returns. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  that  since  he  took 
his  seat  that  afternoon  the  return  had  arrived. 
He  might  explain  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  they  had  such  a  quantity  of  these 
things  to  attend  to,  with  only  the  same  staff 
of  officers  as  they  had  daring  the  recess,  that 
they  could  not  get  the  returns  up  so  quickly 
as  they  would  like.  The  return  to  hand  was 
a  very  large  one,  and  very  well  got  up,  and, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  he  would 
lay  it  on  the  table  and  move  that  it  be  printed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.  FISH  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  He  did  so  for  the  reason  thab  the  ques- 
tion asked  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua,  and  answered  by  the  Premier,  was 
likely  to  lead  to  a  wrong  impression.  It  might 
be  thought,  from  the  manner  in  which  the 

Question  was  put,  that  the  City  Council  of 
>unedin  were  guilty  of  doing  an  improper  and 
illegal  act,  and  had  actually  placed  bogus  voters 
on  the  rolls  of  the  city.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Inaxigahua,  in  asking  his  question,  very 
discreetly  did  not  say  that,  but  he  made  refer- 
ence, in  a  most  offensive  manner,  to  a  body 
which,  he  (Mr.  Fish)  ventured  to  say,  did  its 
duty  to  the  public  aa  well  as  any  other  public 
body  in  the  colony.  Neither  had  the  question 
been  put  as  fairly  as  it  might  be.  He  pre- 
Bumed  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
knew  no  more  than  he  did  himself  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  that  was  what  had  appeared  in  the 
Otago  daily  papers.  This  was  what  appeared 
to  have  occurred:  A  number  of  claims  were 
Sir  B.  Stout 


made  on  a  certain  date,  and  they  were  oon* 
sidered  by  the  City  Council  at  its  meeting  on 
last  Wednesday  week.  The  Town  Clerk,  unfor- 
tunately, happened  to  be  absent,  and  his  duties 
were  fulfilled  by  his  assistant.  That  did  not 
signify  much.  These  claims,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  stated,  were  sent  in  only  the  day 
before,  and  therefore  the  city  valuer  had  not 
had  time  to  ascertain  whether  the  whole  of  the 
claims  for  insertion  on  the  ratepayers'  roll  were 
regular  or  not ;  but,  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion, the  Assistant  Town  Clerk  was  asked 
by  a  member  of  the  City  Council  whether  the 
claims  were  legal.  His  reply  was  that  thev 
were  all  legal,  but  had  not  been  ezaminea. 
Now,  he  was  free  to  admit  it  would  have 
been  very  much  wiser  of  the  Council  to  have 
refrained  from  placing  these  names  on  the 
roll  until  the  committee  had  time  to  go 
through  them,  or  until  the  Town  Clerk  had  re- 
turned. But,  inasmuch  as  they  were  told  thejr 
were  legal,  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  admit 
them  on  that  roll.  The  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  one  man — a  brewer — hsbd  placed 
eleven  names  on  the  roll.  Whether  that  was 
true  or  not  he  (Mr.  Fish)  did  not  know,  neitiier 
did  he  think  the  honourable  gentleman  knew 
himself;  and  he  thought  it  was  rash  of  any 
honourable  gentleman,  more  particularly  one 
who  occupied  the  position  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Inanganua,  to  bring  a  question  of 
this  kind  before  the  House,  with  a  view  to  in- 
jure very  seriously  the  Council  against  whom  it 
was  directed,  until  he  had  made  himself  quite 
sure  of  his  facts  by  something  more  tiian  a 
newspaper  report  of  the  case.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  spoken  of  six  names  of  a 
brewer's  family  and  employes  simply  because 
he  posed  in  that  House  as  the  representative 
of  the  temperance  party.  Now,  the  law  on 
the  subject  was  this  :  that  any  person  pro- 
ducing a  stamped  agreement  for  six  months 
for  a  piece  of  proper^  in  the  City  of  Dunedin 
could  demand  to  have  his  name  placed  on  the 
burgess  roll;  and  if  these  persons,  supposing 
the  statement  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
be  true,  produced  these  agreements  properly 
stamped,  no  power  the  City  Council  had  could 
prevent  their  oeing  placed  on  the  roll.  And  he 
could  inform  the  honourable  gentleman  of  this: 
that,  when  he  (Mr.  Fish)  was  contesting  the 
mayoralty  election  a  few  months  ago,  eighty  or 
ninetjT  temperance  people  went  to  the  Coun- 
cil offices  and  enrolled  themselves  two  or  three 
days  before  the  election,  and  produced  stamped 
agreements,  which  were  only  got  up  for  the 
purpose  of  voting  affainst  himself.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  a  fling  at  the  Council.  He 
insinuated  improprieties  on  their  part,  and  he 
did  it  in  order  to  show  what  naughty  people 
they  were  because,  as  he  supposed,  they  were 
working  for  the  brewers*  party.  But  the 
honourable  gentleman  quite  forgot  the  othec 
facts  he  had  mentioned.  Then,  tney  were  told 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  that  it  should  be 
a  lesson  to  the  Government  to  introduce  legisla- 
tion which  would  give  every  resident  of  Dunedin 
a  right  to  vote  at  municipal  elections.  Of  course 
*the  honourable   gentleman  was  not  satisfied 
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irith  destroying  one  great  interest  in  the  colony, 
but  he  would  like  to  have  the  roll  oomposed 
of  persons  who  had  not  the  slightest  interest 
in  the  city,  in  order  to  hand  over  the  city 
finances  and  the  management  of  its  affairs  to 
an  irresponsihle  body  of  electors.  He  tnisted 
the  time  was  far  distant  when  the  Qovemment 
would  listen  to  such  a  proposition;  and,  if  they 
did,  he  trusted  the  good  sense  of  that  House 
would  give  such  a  proposal  very  short  shrift 
indeed.  The  honourable  gentleman  proposed 
to  do  away  with  all  the  safeguards  to  property. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  Premier  meant 
to  indicate  by  his  answer,  short  as  it  was,  that 
there  was  a  Bill  coming  in  to  give  effect  to  that, 
but,  if  he  did,  then  he  would  tell  the  Premier 
when  that  time  came  that,  in  his  humble  judg- 
ment, the  honourable  gentleman  was  quite 
unfit  to  occupy  the  position  he  held. 

Mr.  SEDDON.~I  did  not  say  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  FISH  was  glad  to  hear  the  Premier 
make  this  disclaimer  now.  It  was  unfair,  in- 
judicious, and  improper  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  to  do  what  he  had 
done.  If  he  had  been  an  ordinary  member  of 
the  House  he  would  not  take  any  notice  of  it 
at  all ;  but  it  was  very  unfair  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  put  a  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  such  as  this,  which  was  calculated  to 
east  a  very  grave  reflection  on  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Dunedin.  Now,  so  far  as  he  (Mr.  Fish) 
was  concerned,  he  thought  the  only  fault  the 
Oi^  Council  had  committed  was  in  being 
lawer  hasty  in  admitting  these  claims.  At 
the  same  time,  they  could  not  help  doing  so, 
after  the  Assistant  Town  Clerk  had  said  the 
eloims  were  legal. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— When  did  he  say  that  ? 

Mr.  FISH.— At  the  meetmg. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  FISH.— Well,  I  think  you  will  see  it  in 
one  of  the  reports. 

Bir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  FISH  said  the  whole  of  the  claims  were 
not  put  on  the  roll.  There  were  some  left  over 
for  future  consideration.  But,  whether  that 
was  so  or  not,  if -any  persons  were  put  on  the 
roll,  and  improperly  put  there,  they  could  be 
struck  out  by  recourse  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  honourable  gentleman  should  not  have 
brought  this  question  up  without  thoroughly 
acquainting  himself  with  the  facts  ;  and  he  was 
sorry  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
go  out  of  his  way  to  cast  a  reflection  on  the 
City  Coimcil  of  a  place  where  he  had  resided 
so  long.  Bogus  votes  should  not  be  allowed, 
no  doubt,  altibough  there  were  bogus  votes  and 
bogus  votes ;  and,  if  current  rumour  was  cor- 
rect, there  had  been  sitting  in  that  House,  as 
Colonial  Treasurer,  with  precedence,  a  gentle- 
man who  owed  his  election  to  that  House 
in  consequence  of  a  bogus  vote  having  been 
4sceated  for  him.  He  believed  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
for  three  years  could  only  enter  the  House  and 
sit  upon  titiose  benches  by  the  creation  of  a  vote 
lor  a  property  with  which  he  had  really  nothing 
to  do.  Who  the  gentleman  was  who  was  kind 
enough  to  give  Sir  Julius  that  vote  he  would 


not  say,  but  it  only  showed  that  when  the 
law  allowed  it  the  Court  awarded  it,  and  tha^ 
one  person  was  just  as  ready  to  take  advantage 
of  the  law  as  another,  and  if  to  do  this  was 
wrong  the  law  must  be  altered.  Bat  there  was 
nothing  wrong  in  the  law.  The  law  was  that, 
if  a  person  had  a  stamped  agreement  for  a  six 
months'  tenancy,  he  had  a  right  to  demand  to 
have  his  name  placed  on  the  roll ;  and  surely 
those  who  advocated  that  the  right  to  be 
placed  on  the  roll  should  be  given  to  every 
citizen  should  not  grumble  at  that  right  being 
given  and  exercised  by  six  persons  who  could 
produce  stamped  agreements  as  occupiers  of 
property  for  six  months.  He  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  get  up  in  his  place  and  resent,  not  so 
much  what  the  honourable  gentleman  said  in 
asking  the  question,  but  the  manner  in  which 
the  question  itself  was  put. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  should  indulge  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  by 
seconding  his  motion  for  adjournment.  He 
was  glad  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not 
ventured  to  dispute  the  facts  he  (Sir  R.*Stout) 
gave  to  the  House.  He  could  not  very  well  do 
so,  when  there  was  the  following  report  from 
the  Town  Clerk.  He  would  read  part  of  the 
report  referring  to  these  bogus  votes : — 

'*  In  the  remaining  flfty-two  cases  the  city 
valuer  declines  to  certify  to  their  correctness. 
All  these  claims  were  accompanied  with  the 
ordinary  agreements  for  lease  duly  stamped 
and  executed ;  but  in  many  of  them  the  facts 
known  to  the  valuer  do  not  bear  out  the  state- 
ments contained  in  these  documents,  and 
therefore  throw  a  natural  suspicion  over  the 
whole;  besides  which  the  valuer  finds,  when 
making  up  the  valuation-lists,  that,  notwith- 
standing Uiese  agreements,  in  many  cases  tiie 
tenants  have  not  continued  in  occupation  of 
the  properties  *  leased  '  to  them.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  Council  to  decide,  whether  to  cause 
further  inquiry  to  be  made  or  to  accept  the 
agreements  submitted  as  sufficient  evidence  to 
justify  the  admission  of  the  claims." 

And  the  Town  Clerk  or  Acting  Town  Clerk 
never  said  the  claims  were  legal.  He  was 
simply  asked  if  they  were  in  form,  and  he  said 
they  were  all  in  form  but  one — ^not  a  word  about 
their  legality.  What  had  happened?  This 
had  happened  :  that  the  Dunedin  City  Council 
had  recently,  without  investigation, — though 
their  own  officer  told  them  the  claims  were 
wrong, — allowed  these  bogus  votes  to  be  put 
on  the  roll.  The  reason  for  it  was  perfectly 
obvious.  Unfortunately  for  the  City  Council 
there  was  a  majority  in  it  who  had  certain 
views  on  the  licensing  question,  and  that  ma- 
jority had  allowed  a  brewer  to  put  six  bogus 
voters  on  the  City  of  Dunedin  roll.  Bogus 
voters  were  a  dis^prace  to  any  cause.  Fancy  a 
brewer  putting  his  bottler  on  the  roll  as  lessee 
of  his  bottling-house,  his  cooper  as  lessee  of  his 
cooperage,  and  his  drayman  for  a  part  of  his 
property,  and  his  labourer,  and  his  labourer's 
wife,  and  then  his  own  wife,  and  then  his  own 
son,  then  his  brewer's  assistant,  and  then 
a  domestic  and  her  mother  1  And  this  was  the 
kind  of  thing  which  this  paragon  of  perfection 
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the  Dunedin  City  Ooonoil  had  allowed.  Then 
were  other  brewers  who  had  oome  forwcutd  with 
leases  equally  invalid  and  bogus.  There  was 
the  accountant  of  one  who  got  a  sublease 
from  an  employ^  of  the  firm.  He  himself 
lived  out  of  the  city,  but  he  was  put  on  as 
a  ratepayer  of  the  city  on  account  of  his 
■nblease.  Then,  another  case  consisted  of 
sereral  persons  who  liTed,  not  in  the  city,  but 
hi  the  North-east  Valley  and  on  Maori  Hill. 
Being  brewers*  employes,  they  were  put  on; 
and  in  one  sublease  the  lease  itself  expired 
within  three  or  four  days,  and  was  actually 
advertised  for  sale,  but  the  Council  enrolled  that 
sublease  as  if  the  sublessee  was  entitled  to 
the  property.  It  was  the  duty  of  any  member 
who  saw  the  law  so  prostituted  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  House,  in  order  that  legisla- 
tion might  step  in  and  stop  this  creation  of  bogus 
votes.  The  only  way  in  which  to  do  that  was 
either  to  say  that  all  residents  should  have 
the  franchise,  or,  if  not,  then  to  create  some 
Court  which  would  purge  the  rolls,  and  not 
trust  it  to  a  chance  majority  of  the  City 
Council.  He  had  not  been  asked  to  bring 
this  forward  by  temperance  people  at  all. 
He  had  had  letters  on  the  subject — ^not  from 
the  temperai)ce  people — stating  the  facts ;  but 
he  was  willing  to  take  the  papers  as  his  guide, 
and  those  who  looked  at  the  papers  would  see 
the  class  of  people  who  were  permitted  to  be 
placed  on  the  roll. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  he  would  not  occupy 
the  House  many  minutes  ;  but  he  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  upon  the  question  in 
the  reply  given  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont's  question.  No.  8.  He  would  have 
aued  the  Government  the  same  question  in  a 
different  way ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  had 
always  been  willing,  and  was  so  now,  to  give 
the  very  greatest  credit  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands  for  all  he  had  done  in  his  (Mr.  Smith's) 
district.  But  he  did  disagree  with  him  in  the 
report  that  he  had  read  to  the  House  as  fco  the 
large  amount  of  money  that  had  been  expended 
in  their  district,  as  this  was  one-sided.  It  did 
not  state  the  large  amount  of  revenue  the  Gk>- 
vamment  was  receiving  in  anticipation  of  the 
settlement  going  on :  so  it  was  an  unfair  report. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
was  now  referring  to  a  previous  debate  on  the 
question  of  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  and 
he  could  not  be  permitted  to  do  so. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  he  had  upon  the 
table  in  front  of  him  a  large  number  of  letters 
from  settlers  up  the  Junction  Boad.  There 
had  recently  been  the  very  heaviest  floods  in 
that  district  ever  known  to  the  white  man. 
A  large  number  of  Canterbury  settlers  had 
taken  up  land  there,  and  the  roads  were  in 
a  veiy  deplorable  condition.  The  officers  of 
the  Lands  Department  in  New  Plymouth  and 
Wellington  had  been  communicated  with,  and 
attention  had  been  drawn  to  the  urgency  of  the 
oase.  The  bridge  over  the  Waitara,  at  Tarata, 
which  had  cost  £1,000,  was  in  very  great  danger. 
The  local  bodies  had  no  funds  whatever  to  re- 
pair the  damage  that  had  been  done,  and  if  this 
bridge  happened  to  get  destroyed  the  settlers 
Sir  B,  Stout 


up  there  would  be  out  off  from  all  oommuni- 
oation.  If  the  Minister  only  read  the  letters- 
he  would  see  that  it  was  a  very  distressing  oaae. 
The  honourable  member  for  Christohnroh 
City  (Mr.  Sandford),  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Heathoote,  who  had  been  up  there* 
oould  testify  that  these  people  were  m  a  de- 
plorable condition.  The  roads  were  blocked. 
Of  course  he  did  not  say  it  was  the  fault 
of  the  Government,  but  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  again  bring  forward  these 
large  figures  showing  the  sums  expended  there* 
beoause  there  was  a  large  amount  of  settle- 
ment going  on  there.  There  was  no  district  so- 
capable  of  absorbing  the  surplus  population  of 
the  colony  as  the  district  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent.  No  district  deserved 
more  encouragement  than  that.  There  were 
millions  of  acres  of  land  there  waiting  to  b» 
settled,  and  the  only  drawback  was  the  want  of 
roads.  He  hoped,  notwithstanding  the  amount 
that  had  been  spent  there,  the  House  would 
take  the  matter  mto  its  favourable  considera- 
tion and  make  ample  and  wise  provision  for 
that  district  when  the  estimates  came  down. 
He  was  anxiously  waiting  for  the  estimates,  to- 
see  if  the  Government  would — as  they  ought  t» 
do — recognise  the  importance  of  the  district* 
and  do  justice  to  it. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  one  did  not  like- 
to  say  much  about  the  Council  of  the  city 
which  one  had  the  honour  to  represent,  ba> 
cause  it  seemed  rather  a  family  matter,  but  it 
was  impossible  for  any  person  to  defend,  by 
any  specious  reasoning,  this  creation  of  bogus- 
votes.  There  was  no  question  whatever  out 
that  these  gentlemen  had  attempted  to  swamp 
the  burffess  roll  with  bogus  votes.  When  his 
honourable  colleague  said,  **  Surely  you  do  not 
object  to  every  one  having  a  vote,"  he  could 
only  reply  that  he  did  not  object  to  that,  and  he 
would  like  much  that  every  citizen  in  Dunedin 
had  a  vote,  but  what  he  and  others  objected  to* 
was  a  selection — and  such  a  selection  as  this — 
being  made  by  bogus  means.  It  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  something  should  be  done 
to  put  a  stop  to  such  procedure.  He  thought, 
when  the  Premier  first  spoke,  that  he  was  going 
to  do  something,  but  the  honourable  gentleman 
^terwards  said  that  he  was  not  going  to  do 


r.  SEDDON  said  what  he  had  referred  to- 
was  not  the  Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  bat 
the  Control  of  Liquors  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  that  had  nothing, 
to  do  with  the  question.  He  merely  rose  to 
say  that  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
had  done  the  right  and  proper  thing  in  bring- 
ing such  a  state  of  things  under  the  notice  of 
the  House,  because  this  was  a  species  of  cor- 
ruption which  oould  not  be  allowed  to  go  on 
for  any  length  of  time. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  had  to  thank  his  honourable 
colleague  the  member  for  New  Plymouth  for 
having  put  the  matter  so  well  to  the  House.  Tha 
Minister  of  Lands,  he  thought,  had  not  given 
an  at  all  satisfactory  answer,  and  should  not 
have  replied  in  the  manner  he  did  when  the 
member  was  simply  doing  hia  duty,  and  only 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.] 


AjaJOUTWtnSflit* 


[HOUSB.] 


AdjtmmamnU 


91 


•iking  for  what  he  ocmoeiTed  to  be  right  aad 
jnrt.  He  had  heen  continqaUy  met  with  hoe- 
tOity  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  However, 
it  was  for  the  House  to  consider  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman's  actions  were  in  keep- 
ing with  the  position  of  a  Minister  of  the 
Grown,  when  it  was  remembered  that  the 
people  for  whom  he  had  been  pleading  had  been 
pat  on  the  land  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  Ministecs  were  never 
satisfied  unless  honourable  members  were  con- 
tinually toadying  to  them,  and  talking  about 
how  New  Zealand  was  jprogressing  under  their 
wise  and  prudent  admmistration.  Ministers 
should  be  tiiankful  to  an  independent  member 
for  tolling  them  the  truth.  He  had  always 
done  justice  to  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  had. 
ohran  him  eveir  credit  for  a  desire  to  settle  the 
land,  but  he  had  been  continually  met  with 
hostility  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  And 
why  was  he  met  with  hostility?  Because 
he  found  it  necessary,  in  the  interest  of  the 
oolony,  to  point  out  the  weak  points  in  the 
settlement  of  the  country.  He  had  honestly 
tded  to  help  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
oarrying  out  his  land-settlement  policy,  but  he 
eould  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  and  the 
House  that  the  settlement  would  be  a  failure 
unless  the  honourable  gentleman  acted  very 
differently.  When  the  honourable  gentleman 
apoke  of  the  amount  of  money  that  had  been 

Xded  in  his  (Mr.  McGuire's)  electorate— 
SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
msn  must  not  refer  to  a  previous  debate. 

Mr.  MoGUIRE  would  then  only  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  lay  the  statement  he 
had  read  on  the  table,  because  he  contended 
that  the  amount  of  money  stated  there  had 
never  been  expended  in  the  direction  the 
honourable  gentleman  mentioned.  He  knew 
where  £26,000  of  the  funds  of  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  spoke  was  appropriated. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  must  again  tell  the  honour- 
sUe  gentleman  that  he  could  not  refer  to  a 
pBBvious  debate. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  would  then  refer  to  what  had 
IftUen  from  the  honourable  member  for  Kew 
Hjmouth.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  every 
oonsideration  should  be  shown  to  people  in  out- 
lying dxstrioto  who  were  trying  to  make  homes 
lor  Uiemselves,  and  who,  he  considered,  were 
the  lifeblood  of  this  country,  and  the  bao^bone 
en  which  the  country  must  rely.  It  was  very 
wrong  for  any  Government  to  neglect  those 
people  who  were  trying  under  difficulties  to  re- 
mam  upon  the  land.  There  was  nothing  that 
he  had  told  the  Minister  of  Lands  which  that 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  know  was  re- 
Viitod,— -or  at  least  he  should  know.  He  hoped 
me  Minister  would  yet  consider,  before  it  was 
too  late,  what  was  due  to  the  people  whom  he 
bad  settled  on  the  land,  because,  if  not,  the 
«dv  conclusion  they  could  come  to  was  that 
he  had  placed  them  there  on  false  pretences, 
because  those  settlemento  would  be  a  failure 
inless  they  had  roads  and  bridges.  He  would 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  as  he  had  a 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  to  be  answered  on 
tbe  following  day  vnth  referenoe  to  oertain 


matters  affecting  his  constituency  and  th* 
oolony,  and  if  a  favourable  answer  v?a9  given 
to  that  question  it  would  be  in  the  interest  of 
eoonomv,  and  be  the  means  of  ffiving  relief  to 
the  settlers.  Thev  would  then  be  able  to  take 
advantage  of  good  weather  if  they  had  any  in 
the  future.  He  would  not  say  any  more  until 
he  brought  forward  his  question. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZJE  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont.  That  honourable  gentleman  had  ac- 
cused him  of  acting  unbecomingly  'as  a  Minis- 
ter of  the  Orown.  Of  course,  the  honour- 
able ffentleman,  if  that  was  his  opinion,  had 
a  ri^ht  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  House  by 
movmg  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  him 
as  Minister  of  Xjands;  and,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  carried  that,  then  it  would  be  for 
him  to  assume  the  ^sition  which  he  (Mr. 
McEenzie)  now  occupied,  if  he  could.  Then 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  provide  for 
the  wants  of  all  these  people  whose  needs  he  had 
so  much  at  heart.  He  would  like  to  know 
what  would  satisfy  the  honourable  gentle* 
man.  Gould  any  gentleman  in  the  House  tell 
him  what  would  satisfy  the  honourable  mem* 
her  for  Egmont  in  regard  to  the  district  he 
represented?  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
whole  of  the  money  now  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Government  would  satisfy  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Did  any  other  honourable  gentle- 
man think  that  nothing  was  to  be  spent  in 
any  other  part  of  the  colony  except  Egmont  ? 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— Then,  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  ought  to  be  occupying  the 
position  of  Minister  of  Lands,  and  then  he 
could  spend  all  the  money  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Government  in  his  district.  He  (Mr. 
McKensie)  had  endeavoured  to  do  justice  to 
the  Egmont  District,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  knew  it  well.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
all  this  noise  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  making  was  for  a  purpose :  he  wanted  the 
people  of  the  district  to  beUeve  that  all  the 
money  which  had  been  expended  in  the  dis- 
trict had  not  been  expended  there.  But  it  was 
plain  it  was  onlv  intended  to  influence  the  next 
election.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  that 
he  (Mr.  McEenzie)  had  acted  in  a  maimer  hos- 
tile to  him.  Well,  there  was  no  member  for 
whom  he  had  done  so  much  as  for  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont.  He  would  not  refer 
to  all  that  he  had  done  for  the  honourable 
gentleman,  but  he  recollected  going  on  the 
platform  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  dis- 
trict and  addressing  the  electors  there  on  his 
behalf,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
afraid  to  do  it  himself.  He  thought  there  was 
no  hostility  in  that,  and  the  less  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  about  hostility  the  bettor.  The 
honourable  centleman  had  answered  his  own 
argument  when  he  said  that  the  weather  had 
been  so  bad  that  no  roads  could  be  made,  and 
yet  he  accused  the  Minister  of  Lands  of  neglect 
for  not  doing  this  work.  No  doubt  it  had  beea 
impossible  that  anything  could  be  done,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  knew  it  perfectly 
well,  and  it  would  be  much  better  if  he  would 
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take  a  more  reasonable  course.  The  Govern- 
ment did  not  want  his  vote,  and  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wished  to  ride  the  high  horse, 
or  get  on  a  rail,  or  do  anything  else  he  was 
quite  at  liberty  to  do  so.  He  oould  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  if  he  wanted  to  get 
anything  for  his  district  he  had  better  take  a 
more  reasonable  course. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  Minister  of  Lands 
had  worn  the  hobnailed  boots  in  a  way  he 
had  never  seen  it  done  before.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  might  have  allowed  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  to  go  away  with  a 
little  kudos,  to  serve  during  the  forthcoming 
elections.  Before  he  addressed  himself  to 
the  question  before  the  House  he  would  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two  as  a  matter  of  personal 
explanation.  Some  Wairarapa  people  hcbd 
been  circulating  certain  reports  with  regard  to 
his  conduct  when  in  charge  of  the  Justice 
Department,  and  he  thought  it  only  right  to 
put  before  the  public  now  the  true  facts  of  the 
case  as  plainly  as  possible.  On  one  occasion 
a  man  named  William  Biddle  petitioned  the 
House  because  the  Magistrate  had  fined  him 
£76  for  a  breach  of  the  Customs  Duties  Act. 
That  was  in  July,  1888,  and  the  petition  was 
sent  to  him,  as  Minister  of  Justice,  asking 
him  to  remit  the  fine.  On  the  80th  Julyt 
according  to  a  note  in  his  book,  the  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Magistrate,  to  the 
Customs  authorities,  and  to  the  police,  to  see 
if  any  recommendation  could  be  made  in  the 
case,  and  if  a  remission  could  be  granted. 
Then  a  reply  was  sent  to  Biddle  that  the 
remission  could  not  be  granted.  People  of 
the  baser  sort  hailing  from  Masterton  had 
said  that  not  only  was  there  delay  in  the 
answer,  but  that  the  answer  was  curt  and  in- 
sulting. The  manner  in  which  the  man  was 
insulted  was  this.  The  stereotyped  answer 
to  all  applications  for  remissions  of  this  cha- 
racter was  sent  to  him.  The  form  used  was 
this :  '*  Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  such  a  date,  and  I 
Am  directed  by  the  Minister  of  Justice  to  in- 
form you  that,  having  carefully  considered  the 
matter,  the  Government  regret  that  they  cannot 
see  their  way  to  accede  to  your  petition."  That 
was  the  reply  sent  back  to  Biddle.  It  may 
have  been  insulting ;  but  he  failed  to  see  where 
the  insult  came  in,  because,  if  it  were  so,  he 
had  been  insulted  by  the  Government  times 
innumerable  in  regard  to  requests  that  he  had 
made,  and  which  had  been  answered  in  exactly 
the  same  manner.  He  had  been  charged  by 
these  fellows  of  a  baser  sort  with  sending  an 
insulting  letter  in  reply ;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  might  mention  that  he  never  sent  a 
reply  at  all.  The  reply  was  sent  by  the  official 
head  of  the  department,  by  authority  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice.  It  was  the  usual  official 
reply.  Then,  they  were  told  that  this  man  had 
been  crueller  and  brutally  ill-treated,  that  he 
was  the  victim  of  a  conspiracy,  that,  instead  of 
being  a  sinner,  he  had  been  very  grossly  sinned 
against,  and  that  the  hard-hearted  Minister  of 
Justice  would  not  accede  to  his  prayer.  A 
petition  was  presented  to  the  House  m  1891 
Mr,  J.  McKenMie 


from  this  same  gentleman,  complaining  that 
he  had  been  wrongly  foxmd  guilty ,_^andjpiay- 
>]io 


ing  the  House  to  grant  him  relief.  The  Publj 
Petitions  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  this 
petition  was  composed  of  the  following  gentle* 
men :  Messrs.  Eamshaw,  Fish,  Houston,  J.  Eelly^ 
C.  H.  Mills,  McGuire,  Moore,  Swan,  J.  W.  Thom- 
son, and  W.  P.  Beeves ;  and  that  Committee* 
after  inquiring  into  the  circumstances,  repented 
that  they  had  no  recommendation  to  make. 
It  was  scarcely  wise  at  all  times  to  make  much 
out  of  such  things ;  but  there  were  evil-minded 
people  in  the  colony  who  always  measured 
other  people's  com  by  their  own  bushel,  and 
who  seemed  unable  to  lift  themselves  out  of  the 
filth  in  which  they  had  been  so  long  aoouB- 
tomed  to  wallow.  He  had  thought  it  right  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try to  the  facts  of  this  case.  He  might  have 
something  to  say  about  this  matter  at  a  lates 
stage  of  the  session.  Now  he  came  to  the  ques- 
tion really  before  the  Committee — that  was, 
as  to  the  names  which  were  said  to  be  almost 
illegally  upon  the  burgess  list  of  the  Citv  of 
Dunedin.  He  would  be  sorry  if  one-tenth  of 
what  had  been  spoken  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  was  true.  He  was 
very  sorry  that  any  man  or  any  body  of  men 
should  BO  misuse  the  municipal  roll  as  had 
been  stated.  He  knew  that  some  of  his  own 
relatives  had  been  asked,  not  by  the  brewers' 
party,  but  by  the  opposite  party,  to  allow 
their  names  to  be  placed  on  the  burgess  roll, 
but  they  very  properly  declined.  No  cause 
could  ever  prosper  if  such  means  were  used  in 
its  support ;  but  there  had  been  no  proof  sub- 
mitted in  the  present  case  yet.  He  did  not 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
had  produced  one  jot  of  proof.  He  would  like 
to  see  a  communication  sent  to  the  Dxmedin 
City  Council  csblling  their  attention  to  the  fact 
that  certain  statements  had  been  made  in  tiie 
House,  and  asking  them  to  make  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  matter.  He  thought  the 
citizens  of  Dunedin  had  a  perfect  right  to  de- 
mand that  a  Committee  should  be  set  up,  and 
that  a  searching  investigation  should  be  made 
into  the  charges.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  good  would  result  from  so  doing. 
He  did  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  the 
gentlemen  composing  the  Dunedin  City  Coun- 
cil were  men  who  would  lend  themselves  to 
ways  that  were  dark.  He  believed  they  wer^ 
just  as  honourable  men  as  members  of  that 
House.  He  did  think  it  was  the  bounden  da^ 
of  the  citizens  of  Dunedin  to  say  that  the  Coun- 
cil should  investigate  the  matter,  and  prove  or 
disprove  the  statements  that  had  been  made. 

Mr.  HOGG  would  not  have  risen  had  it  not 
been  for  the  language  used  by  the  last  speaker 
in  reference  to  some  of  the  most  respected 
residents  in  the  district  which  he  represented. 
The  honourable  member  had  referred  to  a  peti- 
tion which  had  been  presented,  and  he  had 
designated,  with  his  usual  offensiveness 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  make  use  of  that  expression. 

Mr.  HOGG  would  withdraw  the  term  and  use 
a  milder  expression.    The  honourable  memboE  . 
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had  deai^ated  the  individaals  who  had  signed 
the  petition  as  "  fellows  of  the  baser  sort." 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  he  never  did  anything  of 
the  sort.  He  said  that  a  certain  number  of 
persons  of  the  baser  sort  had  oiroulated  the 
znmonrs.  He  believed  that  the  gentlemen  who 
signed  the  petition  were,  almost  without  ex- 
ception,—he  believed  he  might  say  without 
exception, — ^honourable  men. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  got  out  of  the  difficulty  in  a  most  ingenious 
xnanner,  but  he  thought  when  the  honourable 
member  referred  to  certain  persons  of  the 
baser  sort  circulating  rumours  of  the  character 
he  alluded  to  he  ought  to  be  in  a  position  to 
mention  who  the  individuals  of  the  baser  sort 
were.  He  would  like  to  know  what  was  tiie  de- 
finition of  the  term  "  baser."  He  did  not  know 
what  constituted  the  baser  sort  according  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  honourable  member 
considered  that  people  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  hectoring  and  oullying  and  browbeating  be- 
longed to  the  baser  sort.  If  he  did,  he  should 
say  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  charitable 
remarks  would  not  have  very  far  to  travel. 
This  petition  related  to  the  cruel  and  heartless 
petsecution  of  a  n:ian  named  Riddle,  who  kept 
a  boardinghouse  at  Taueru.  On  a  certain 
evening  three  constables,  one  from  Greytown, 
another  from  Carterton,  and  the  other  from 
Masterton,  picked  up  one  another  on  the  way, 
and  started  at  an  early  hour  in  the  night,  and 
travelled  out  to  this  man's  place,  and  there 
they  met  with  some  individual,  whose  name 
had  never  transpired,  who  conducted  them  to 
a  place  at  the  back  of  the  boardinghouse.  One 
of  the  constables  struck  a  match,  and  called 
the  attention  of  the  others  to  the  fact  that  in 
a  pigsty,  openly  exposed  to  view,  were  de- 
posited some  portions  of  a  distilling  apparatus. 
Mow  the  constables  had  been  Ted  there — 
whether  by  intuitive  instinct  or  not— he  was 
not  prepared  to  say ;  but  the  facts  were  as  he 
had  stated.  The  thing  was  transparent  to 
every  one  who  listened  to  the  case  in  Court, 
and  the  opinion  that  prevailed  now  all  over 
the  district  was  that  somebody  had  deposited 
the  articles  there  in  order  that  the  police 
should  find  them — that,  in  fact,  the  police 
knew  all  about  it,  and  that  it  was  a  plot  of  a 
most  absurd  character.  Notwithstanding  that, 
under  a  very  drastic  clause  in  the  DistiUation 
Act,  the  Resident  Magistrate  considered  it  to 
be  his  duty,  inasmuch  as  a  portion  of  some  dis- 
tilling apparatus  had  been  found  on  the 
man's  premises,  to  fine  him  £75.  It  was 
against  this  iniquitous  infliction  that  nearly 
the  whole  community  protested.  He  thought 
what  he  had  said  had  been  borne  out  by 
the  reply  which  had  just  been  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu :  that,  after 
a  numerously-signed  petition  had  been  pre- 
sented, a  long  time  elapsed  before  any  reply 
was  received  at  all,  and  when  the  reply  was 
XBceived  it  was  of  a  most  stereotvped  and,  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  say,  unsatisfactory  kind. 
He  wished  also  to  sav  a  few  words  with  regard 
to  another  subject  that  had  been  brought  up 


during  the  debate.  The  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  and  the  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth  had  referred  to  the  state  of 
the  roads  in  their  districts,  and  contended  that 
thejr  were  not  receiving  the  attention  they 
merited.  He  thought  he  was  not  by  any 
means  exacting  with  regard  to  the  demands- 
he  made  on  the  Minister  of  Lands  or  upon 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works.  He  was  gene- 
rally quite  content  with  what  he  was  able  to 
receive:  but  he  had  a  grievance.  There  was 
no  place  in  New  Zealand  where  roads  were 
more  required  than  in  the  bush  part  of  the 
Wairarapa.  During  the  past  session  he  was  led 
to  expect  that  there  would  be  a  considerable 
expenditure  on  roads  in  his  district;  but  he 
found,  on  reference  to  the  survey  report,  that 
the  amount  that  was  voted  last  year  had  not- 
been  by  any  means  expended.  Turning  to 
page  11  of  the  report,  he  found  that  the  sum 
of  £20,875  was  borrowed  under  "The  Loans 
to  Local  Bodies  Act,  1891,"  for  East  Paketoi. 
That  was  a  locality  where  a  number  of  special- 
settlement  associations  had  taken  up  blocks 
of  land,  and  where  the  process  of  settlement- 
was  now  going  on,  and  where  roads  were  very 
much  required.  This  amount  was  borrowed 
in  two  sums.  The  first  application  was  for 
East  Puketoi  Block.  The  amount  borrowed 
was  £11,600,  and  only  £3,280  appeared  to  have 
been  spent.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  liabili- 
ties hacl  been  incurred  in  connection  with  the 
roads  in  that  neighboarhood,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  only  within  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen 
months  that  the  roads  had  really  been  begun.. 
He  was  merely  relying  on  the  survey  report. 
It  appeared  from  this  report  that  out  of 
£11,600  borrowed  on  that  East  Puketoi  Block 
only  £3,280  had  been  expended.  Then,  there 
was  an  application  for  £9,275,  of  which  only 
£1,535  was  expended ;  making  a  total  expendi- 
ture of  £4,815  from  a  vote  of  £20,875.  He  was 
very  glad  to  hear  the  Minister  say  there  had 
not  been  any  time  to  expend  the  money.  All 
he  hoped  was  that,  seeing  there  was  a  balance 
of  £16,000  yet  remaining  to  be  expended,  no 
time  would  now  be  lost  in  spending  the  rest 
of  the  money.  The  demand  made  by  the 
settlers  in  the  neighbourhood  was  very  great 
indeed,  as  the  roads  at  the  present  time  were- 
of  such  a  character  that  it  was  utterly  impos- 
sible for  the  settlers  to  travel  over  them,  and 
they  were  unable  to  get  stock  on  to  the  land. 
Others,  again,  were  isolated  in  the  midst  of 
mud  and  mire,  unable  to  get  out,  and  unable 
to  communicate  with  any  of  the  markets,  or  to 
reach  a  railway.  He  thought  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government,  seeing  there  was  such  a 
laige  amount  of  money  unexpended,  and  see- 
ing that  the  requirements  of  the  settlers  were 
so  great,  to  lose  no  time  in  having  the  money 
expended.  There  was  a  considerable  number 
of  men  in  want  of  employment,  and  he  thought 
if  the  money  were  expended  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible on  the  roads  it  would  be  not  only  a  benefit 
to  the  settlers  of  the  locality,  but  also  a  great 
relief  to  the  working- classes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  not  very  often 
that  he  took  up  the  time  of  the  House,  and  aa 
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it  was  now  about  ten  minutes  from  the  time 
for  the  adjournment  he  did  not  think  any  great 
interest  would  be  seriously  endangered  if  he 
occupied  that  very  short  time.  He  wished  to 
say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  case  of 
the  unfortunate  gentleman,  Mr.  Biddle,  who 
had  been  the  subject  of  the  discussion  that 
afternoon.  It  was  not  always  that  he  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  agreed  with  what  fell  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton,  but  with 
regard  to  what  he  had  said  concerning  Mr. 
Biddle  he  could  cordially  agree — that  Mr. 
Biddle  stood  that  day  a  very  much  wronged 
man.  His  petition  came  before  the  House  two 
cessions  ago,  but  the  iniquitous  net  had  been 
drawn  round  the  man  only  too  successfully, 
as  was  shown  by  the  decision  of  the  Magis- 
trate, and  the  report  of  the  Gonmiittee  before 
whom  his  petition  came.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  Committee  did  its  best  with  the  evidence 
before  it,  but  it  was  a  matter  for  great  regret 
that  this  gentleman,  who  had  suffered,  he  was 
sure,  to  the  extent  of  the  money  he  mentioned 
in  his  petition,  and  also  in  body  and  mind  in 
various  ways,  should  be  allowed  to  suffer  from 
grievances  unredressed.  He  would  like,  how- 
ever, to  say  this  :  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton  should  stand 
severely  censured  for  accusing  the  police  of 
taking  a  part  with  others  in  a  conspiracv 
flf^ainst  this  gentleman.  He  could  not  think 
the  honourable  member  could  for  a  moment 
believe  what  he  had  stated  to  the  House  when 
he  brought  such  a  grave  accusation  as  this 
against  men  in  such  responsible  positions.  He 
hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would,  on  the 
earliest  occasion,  assure  the  House  that  they 
had  misunderstood  him  when  he  made  this 
accusation  against  these  policemen.  He  could 
not  think  for  a  moment  that  men  who  had 
been  in  important  charges  in  that  district 
for  many  years  could  be  guilty  of  such  con- 
duct. 

Mr.  FISH  had  just  a  word  or  two  to  say.  He 
thought  it  would  be  apparent  to  the  House  that 
the  mistake  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua,  and  also  his  (Mr.  Fish's)  colleague 
{Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  had  fallen  into  was  in  jump- 
mg  to  the  conclusion  that  these  votes  that  the 
Oity  Council  of  Dunedin  had  placed  on  the 
roll  were  bogus  votes.  Now,  he  said  distinctly 
that  neither  of  these  honourable  gentlemen 
had  the  slightest  right  to  cast  the  slur  they 
had  cost  upon  a  respectable  body  of  citizens 
who  were  representative  of  the  local  interests 
in  that  town.  If  the  City  Council  of  Dun- 
edin had  done  anything  wrong, — which  he 
utterly  refused  to  believe  until  he  knew  it  for 
.-a  fact, — no  one  would  more  regret  it  than  him- 
self, and  he  would  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  communicating  with  the  Clerk  of 
the  City  Council  of  Dunedin  with  the  view 
of  getting  from  him  the  full  particulars  of 
the  matter;  and  he  would  also  deem  it  to 
ibe  his  duty  to  make  the  House  in  some  way 
or  another  acquainted  with  the  results  of  the 
investigation  which  he  was  sure  would  take 

J)lace.    He  was  quite  certain  that  it  would  be 
ound  that  all  the  votes  admitted  by  the  Coun- 
Mr.  Buchanan 


oil  were  votes  which  could  not  possibly  be  kept 
off.  As  he  had  said  in  his  opening  remackB, 
there  were  at  least  one  hundred  and  sixty  or 
one  hundred  and  seventy  votes  placed  on  the 
roll  just  previously  to  the  last  mavoral  election 
in  Dunedin  by  tiie  four  candidates.  There 
were  a  number  of  these  men  livixig  in  houses, 
and  who  had  ppot  allotments  for  six  or  twelve 
months,  and  in  a  time  of  excitement  it  was 
not  unusual  for  votes  of  this  kind  to  be  placed 
on  the  roll.  An  agreement  was  made,  and  a 
number  of  these  men  were  placed  on  the  rolL 
There  was  no  question  about  that.  He  believed, 
at  the  same  time,  that,  in  all  cases  when  they 
were  so  near  to  an  election,  these  facilities  for 
placing  names  on  the  roll  should  not  be  given ; 
and  he  nad  intended,  at  the  request  of  the  Coun- 
cil, had  the  consolidated  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Bill  been  brought  before  the  House  this 
session,  to  move  for  the  insertion  of  a  clause 
which  would  have  prevented  such  things  as 
took  place  at  the  last  mavoral  election  taking 
place  again.  With  regard  to  the  insertion  on 
the  roll  of  names  at  the  present  time,  it  was  a 
proper  thing  to  do,  because  a  considerable 
number  of  names  of  ratepayers  had  been  left 
off  the  roll,  either  through  neglect  or  inad- 
vertence, or  in  other  ways,  and  this  was  the  last 
chance  which  the  ratepayers  or  those  entitled 
to  vote  had  for  getting  on  the  roll.  This 
matter  vms  really  disposed  of  in  a  hurry,  and 
the  officer  responsible  had  not  the  time  to  look 
over  the  names;  but  he  stated  the  different 
cases,  and  thought  it  quite  possible  that  some 
might  have  been  placed  on  the  roll  who  were 
not  what  the  paper  represented  them  to  be. 
Whether  that  was  so  he  did  not  know,  but  he 
would  take  care  to  ascertain  authoritatively 
from  the  City  Council,  through  its  Town  Cle^, 
whether  these  were  the  facts  or  not.  He  was 
periectly  certain,  for  he  knew  the  members  of 
the  Council  quite  well,  that,  when  they  passed 
these  claims  by  a  considerable  majority,  as 
they  did,  only  two  members  voting  a^y^ainst  it, 
nothing  of  the  kind  alleged  that  afternoon 
had  been  done.  If  the  law  allowed  any- 
thing to  be  done  which  could  be  done  by  a 
little  stretch  of  the  conscience,  they  could 
hflodly  blame  those  people  for  that  little 
stretching  of  the  conscience  when  they  recog- 
nised the  extremes  to  which  the  temperance 
party  would  go.  He  spoke  confidently  when  he 
said  it  was  a  common  practice  of  temperance 
people  of  extreme  views,  whenever  they  had 
the  opportunity,  to  endeavour  to  place  their 
wives  on  the  roll  in  order  that  they  might 
vote  for  the  furtherance  of  their  particular 
views ;  and  there  were  but  ve^  few  who  did 
not  know  this  to  be  a  fact.  Well,  the  other 
party  noticed  it,  and  perhaps  some  such  things 
as  this  did  occur.  He  did  not  say  that  in 
either  case  it  was  wrong,  but  it  was  a  principle 
and  a  practice  which  he  thought  the  law  should 
stop  as  far  as  possible.  But  at  the  same  time 
they  could  not  he  surprised  that  one  side  would 
try  to  checkmate  the  other.  That  was  the  long 
and  short  of  it.  He  would  not  detain  the 
House  longer.  He  again  expressed  regret  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  brought 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


9S 


the  amtter  up  in  the  wav  he  did,  and  he  ^nm 
pecf  eetiy  oextain  he  would  not  have  done  so  if 
he  had  not  been  a  fanatio  in  the  cause  of  tern- 
Doe.    The  honoutable  gentleman  also  men- 

aed  in  the  coone  of  his  speech  the  case  of 
the  aeoonntant  of  a  brewer  who  did  not  reside 
in  the  town.  There  was  no  crime  in  that.  A 
person  might  have  a  Tote  for  leasehold  or  for 
iteehold  property,  although  he  might  not  reside 
in  the  town  in  which  it  was  situated. 

Mr.  TANNEB  said  that  was  a  pity. 

Mr.  FISH  said  that  was  the  law,  at  all 
<erents. 

Mr.  TANNEB  said  they  would  soon  alter  it, 
then. 

Mr.  FISH  said  his  honourable  friend  was 
not  going  to  rule  the  country,  nor  were  his 
friends  either.  He  did  not  know  how  the  coun- 
try would  get  on  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  his  friends  got  their  way.  He  thought  the 
time  was  fast  coming  when  they  would  be  ex- 
tinct factors  so  far  as  political  matters  were 
-eoncemed.  It  would  be  a  very  long  time,  at 
any  rate,  before  this  change  took  place  that  his 
hcnouzable  friend  wanted  to  see  brought  about. 
There  was  one  thing  further  he  would  like  to 
mention,  aud  that  was  that,  when  he  spoke  of 
bogus  votes  and  recalled  to  the  mind  of  the 
lumourable  member  for  Inaugahua  the  fact  of 
a  bogus  vote  having  been  manufactured  by 
him  for  Sir  Julius  Yogel,  he  had  not  denied  it. 
Therefore  he  was  sure  that  honourable  gentle- 
man knew  from  practical  experience  what  a 
bogus  vote  meant. 

Amendment  negatived. 

SUPPLY. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  FISHER  moved.  That  the  complete 
correspondence  relating  to  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Fisher  from  the  Atkinson  Ministry  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  regretted  that,  with  a  view  of 
facilitating  business,  he  could  not  accept  the 
amendment.  At  the  same  time  the  Qovem- 
ment  would  have  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
honoorable  gentleman's  request  being  granted 
on  some  other  occasion. 

Mr.  FEBOUS  did  not  think  that  the  Premier 
would  obstruct  the  business  of  the  House  by 
accepting  the  amendment.  He  wished  to  be 
perfectly  fair  to  a  late  enemy  of  his— he  al- 
luded to  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Fisher).  In  a  recent  number  of 
Hansard  there  appeared  a  portion  of  the  cor- 
respondence relating  to  the  nonourable  gentle- 
man's retirement  from  the  Atkinson  Ministoy, 
and,  as  he  (Mr.  Fergus)  was  one  of  those  who 
took  an  active  part  in  the  retirement  of  that 
honourable  gentleman,  he  thought  it  would 
be  absolutely  fair  and  just  to  him  that  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  should  be  pub- 
lished, and  that  it  should  not  be  dragged  out 
in  the  House  piecemeal  in  order  to  blacken  the 
honourable  gentleman's  character  any  more 
than  it  bad  been  blackened  in  the  past.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  right  to  drsg  up  these  things 
jear  after  year ;  he  did  not  think  it  wm  fair 


or  honourable;  and  he  thought  the  Premier 
might  accept  the  amendment.  He  said  so 
feeding  perfectly  certain  that  the  memory  of 
the  late  Premier  (Sir  H.  Atkinson)  would  suffer 
no  wrong  from  so  doing,  and  that  he  would 
have  been  the  very  last  to  object  to  the  whcde 
being  made  public  property. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  honourable 
ffentleman  must  have  misunderstood  him.  He 
had  said  that  he  would  ask  the  House  to  nega- 
tive the  amendment,  so  that  they  might  get 
into  Supply ;  but  that  he  would  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  asking  that  the  correspondence 
referred  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words,  *  this  House  do  now  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,'  stand  part  of  the  question." 

Ayes,  25. 


Blake 

Lawry 
Mackintosh 

Stout 

CarroU 

Taipua 

Duncan 

McGowan 

Tanner 

Fraser 

McKenzie, 

J. 

Thompson,  B. 

Hall-Jones 

Meredith 

Ward. 

Hogg 

Mills,  C.  H 

Houston 

O'Conor 

Tellers. 

Kapa 
Keiy,J. 

Saunders 

Buick 

Seddon 

Hutchison,  W. 

Noes,  27. 

Allen 

Harkness 

Bussell 

Bruce 

Hutchison, 

G. 

Shera 

Buchanan 

Lake 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Buokland 

Mackenzie, 

T. 

Swan 

Camcross 

McGuire 

Wilson 

Duthie 

Moore 

Wright. 

Eamshaw 

Newman 

TslUrs. 

Fergus 
Hall 

Bhodes 

Fisher 

BoUeston 

McLean. 

Hamlin 

Pairs. 

For. 

Against. 

Dawson 

Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 

KeUy, 

W. 

Mitchelson 

Pinkerton 

Mills,  J. 

Smith, 

W.C. 

Valentine. 

Majority  against,  2. 

Motion  negatived,  and  amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  House  do 
now  go  into  Conmiittee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  understood  that  this  was  the 
opportunity  which  honourable  members  had  of 
bnnging  under  the  notice  of  the  House  any 
grievance  they  had  to  complain  of.  The  mat- 
ter he  wished  to  complain  of  was  in  regard  to 
the  question  he  had  on  the  Order  Paper  that 
afternoon.  It  was  a  very  courteous  and  civil 
question,  and  he  thought  he  was  entitled  to 
a  courteous  and  civil  answer.  His  question, 
however,  did  not  meet  with  that  response. 
The  question  was,  **  What  number  of  small 
farmers  or  others  are  expected  to  arrive  per 
S.S.  *  Buahine '  under  the  reduced  fares  ar- 
ranged by  the  Agent-General,  and  what  steps 
are  beinff  taken  to  settle  these  people  on  sut- 
able  land  ?  "  He  submitted  that  was  a  proper 
question,  and  he  trusted  he  put  it  in  courteous 
and  civil  terms.    He  gathered  from  the  Presa 
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Association  telegrams  a  somewhat  different 
aspect  of  the  matter,  and  to  that  he  would 
refer  presently;  but|  so  far  as  the  grievance 
was  concerned,  the  Minister  of  Lands  had 
twitted  him  with  being  one  of  those  men  who 
were  very  fond  of  putting  questions  on  the 
strength  of  newspaper  paragraphs.  The  Minis* 
ter's  whole  manner  and  words  were  of  a  rude, 
tmcivil  character.  That  was  the  manner  which 
specially  characterized  that  Minister,  not  only 
to  himself,  but  also  that  afternoon  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont,  to  whom  he 
was  still  more  uncivil  and  positively  insulting. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  submitted  this  was  not 
proper  language  to  use — to  say  that  his  manner 
had  been  insulting  to  a  member  of  the  House. 

The  ACTING-SPEAKER  thought  the  word 
should  be  withdrawn  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, and  he  would  ask  him  to  withdraw  it,  as  it 
was  not  parliamentary. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  always  supported  the 
Ohair,  and  he  would  withdraw  the  word  **  in- 
sulting." He  had  not  another  word  ready  at 
the  time  to  convey  his  meaning.  But  the  reply 
of  the  Minister  was  not  one  which  any  honour- 
able member  had  a  right  to  expect — he  re- 
ferred to  the  reply  given  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont.  Now,  having  stated  that, 
he  wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  what  had  taken  place  in  respect  to  these 
immigrants.  He  saw  by  the  Press  Association 
telegrams  that  these  immigrants  were  not  the 
class  of  people  they  had  been  led  to  expect. 
They  were  not  small  farmers  ready  to  go  on  the 
lands  of  the  couhtry,  but  consisted  of  London 
clerks,  et  cetera ;  none  of  them  had  any  experi- 
ence of  country  work ;  and  these  men  were  to 
be  sent  to  Taranaki  and  there  sent  adrift.  The 
Government  had  lent  their  assistance  to  the 
bringing  of  these  people  out,  inasmuch  as  they 
were  brought  out  under  the  reduced  fares  ar- 
ranged with  the  shipping  company,  and  they 
were  met  by  Mr.  March,  a  Government  officer 
— that  fact  lending  colour  to  the  view  that  they 
were  introduced  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Government.  It  was  a  positive  cruelty  to  bring 
men  of  that  sort  into  the  country.  Our  educa- 
tion system  had  produced  a  very  large  number 
of  people  who  sought  indoor  employment,  and 
the  country  was  crowded  with  clerical  people — 
often  men  too  weak  in  physical  strength  to  go 
to  work  in  the  country;  there  was  therefore 
more  misery  at  the  present  time  in  the  towns  of 
New  Zealand  among  men  of  that  class  than  in 
any  other  grade  of  society.  That  the  Govern- 
ment should  lend  its  assistance  to  bring  them 
out  was  not  in  the  interests  of  the  country,  and 
was  a  great  wrong  and  hardship  to  these  young 
men.  He  happened  to  know  a  little  of  Mr. 
Courtney.  He  was  at  one.  time  a  settler  of 
Taranaki,  but  had  become  what  was  known  in 
London  as  a  "  runner,"  who  went  about  trying 
to  induce  people  to  take  passages,  receiving 
fees  from  the  shipping  companies,  and  also 
something  from  the  Government,  to  remu- 
nerate him  for  his  services.  A  man  of  that 
kind  ought  not  to  be  recognised  or  assisted  in 
his  work  by  the  Government  of  the  country. 
One  read  in  romances  of  the  wonderful  suc- 
Mr.  Duthii 


oess  of  people  who  went  upon  land;  but  those 
who  lived  in  the  colony  knew  the  hardships- 
of  bush- settlement,  and  how  extremely  rare 
it  was  that  any  one  succeeded  who  had  been 
brought  up  to  indoor  town  life.  He  need  not 
explain  this  matter  more  fully  than  he  had 
done ;  but  he  thought  it  was  a  subject  deserv- 
ing the  attention  of  the  House,  and  that  the- 
Govemment  should  see  there  was  no  repetition. 
He  was  sure  they  would  all  welcome  the  right 
class  of  men,  but  it  was  a  cruelty  to  bring  men 
out  to  the  colony  who  were  unfitted  for  the 
laborious  class  of  work  involved  in  the  settle* 
ment  of  bush-land. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  it  was  very  much 
against  his  will  that  he  got  up  on  this  occasion 
to  address  the  House ;  but  he  was  really  com- 
pelled to  do  so  by  the  words  that  had  fallen 
from  the  last  spesket.  Of  all  the  inconsistent 
men  in  the  colony  and  in  that  House  th» 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  was 
that  man.  Whenever  anything  referring  to- 
Taranaki  was  brought  up,  he  was  always  upox» 
his  feet  denouncing  Taranaki  and  the  Grovem- 
ment.  Now  it  was  a  question  of  these  few 
men  landing  in  the  colony — paying  their  own 
passages^men  of  means  coming  to  this  coun* 
tr^— and  that  seemed  to  be  a  great  grievance 
with  the  honourable  member.  He  thought  that 
in  a  colony  like  this,  with  a  population  of  onlj 
six  hundred  thousand,  they  had  plenty  of  room 
for  all  respectable,  honest,  hard-working  people 
who  might  care  to  come  here.  The  other  day 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Gi^ 
was  raving 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  wished  to  draw  the 
Speaker's  attention  to  the  words  used  by  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  parliamentary  to  say  that- 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
was  raving.  The  point  of  order  he  raised  was 
this:  that  the  honourable  member  character- 
ized the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  as  rayings,  and  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie) 
asked  if  that  vras  parliamentary  language. 

The  AGTING-SPEAKEB  thought  it  was. 
He  did  not  see  anything  unparliamentary  in  it. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  that,  of  all  the 
members  who  might  object  to  any  language- 
of  his,  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha 
ought  to  be  the  last.  That  honourable  gentle* 
man  ought  to  be  the  last  to  try  to  put  any 
other  member  in  that  House  right.  At  any 
rate,  he  might  say  that  he  was  very  glad  to  see 
these  people  arriving  in  the  colony;  and  be- 
took this  opportunity  of  saying  that,  if  Mr. 
Courtney  had  gone  Home  to  England  and  had 
been  the  means  of  introducing  into  this  colony 
some  six  hundred  or  eight  hundred  people  at 
various  times,  he  would  give  him  this  credit ; 
that  when  he  got  them  into  the  colony  he  left 
no  stone  unturned  to  try  to  get  them  employ- 
ment, and  he  (Mr.  Smith)  Imew  that  he  had 
gone  to  a  large  amount  of  expense  and  trouble 
in  finding  employment  for  every  batch  he  had 
brought  out.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who 
had  subscribed  to  enable  Mr.  Courtney  to- 
pay  visits  to  England.  From  information  he 
had  leoeived,  these  people  had  paid  their  owik 
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passages,  and  they  were,  nearly  all  of  them, 
people  of  means.  Some  of  them  had  had  em- 
ployment secured  for  them  before  they  left 
ijondon,  and  others  had  come  to  their  friends. 
And  yet  they  fomid  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Gity  getting  up  and  denouncing 
Mr.  C3ourtney  and  his  method  of  introducing 
people  into  this  colony !  He  trusted  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  leave  Mr.  Courtney  and 
the  Taranaki  District  alone.  He  should  not 
talk  as  he  did  about  it,  because  Taranaki 
was  the  place  where  that  honourable  gentle- 
man had  made  his  mark,  and  it  was  owing 
to  Taranaki  that  he  held  the  position  he 
now  occupied.  He  started  business  there, 
and  from  his  success  there  was  to  be  traced 
his  success  in  Wellington.  But  if  they  talked 
about  that  district  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  say  that  what  they  said  about  the  lands, 
the  roads,  and  the  people  of  Taranaki  was  all 
wrong.  He  hoped  that  in  future  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  leave  them  alone,  and 
they  would  take  care  of  themselves.  He  re- 
membered a  time  when  Wellington  sent  its 
unemployed  up  to  Taranaki.  The  people  there 
looked  after  them,  and  they  had  now  got  free- 
hold farms  and  were  doing  well.  That  district 
was  willing  to  take  all  the  imemployed  of  the 
oolony  if  the  Government  would  make  good 
roods  for  them. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  expected  he  would  have 
to  accept  the  good  advice  and  admonition  he 
got  from  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  in  good  part.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  chosen  to  refer  to  him  in  language 
which  was  very  seldom  used  to  members  in 
that  House.  This  was  not  the  first  time  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  referred  to  him 
in  the  same  manner,  not  only  in  that  House, 
bnt  outside  the  House.  If  he  were  admonished 
by  an  accomplished  gentleman,  by  an  accom- 
plished scholar,  or  by  a  refined  gentleman  in 
that  House,  he  would  take  it  in  good  part ;  but 
when  he  was  admonished  by  an  ignorant, 
purse-proud  merchant 

Hon.  Membebs. — Order,  order. 

The  ACTING-SPEAKER.— The  honourable 
gentleman  must  withdraw  those  words. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  would  withdraw 
the  words,  and  would  say  a  wealthy  com- 
mercial gentleman  in  Wellington.  When  he 
was  admonished  in  that  way  he  declined  to 
accept  that  admonition.  The  honourable 
gentleman  seemed  to  sit  on  thorns  if  he  did 
not  get  everything  his  own  way.  He  was 
told  in  plain  language  the  facts  of  any  matter 
he  brought  before  the  House,  and  if  he  did  not 
get  his  vray  he  immediately  got  up  and  spoke 
in  the  style  he  had  adopted  that  evening,  espe- 
cially in  connection  with  such  matters  as  the 
Minister  of  Lands  had  to  do  with.  He  never 
lost  an  opportunity  in  that  House  or  outside 
<xE  it,  or  wherever  he  sat  or  stood,  of  saying  a 
bad  word'  for  him  (Mr.  McKenzie).  He  could 
assure  the  honourable  gentleman  that  it  had 
not  the  slightest  efiect  upon  the  Minister  of 
Lands  whatever  th")  honourable  gentleman's 
opinion  might  be  of  him  in  any  shape  or  form. 
If  the  honooiable  gentleman  had  waited  until  he 
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saw  what  class  of  people  they  were  who  came 
out  in  this  ship,  he  might  have  some  reason 
for  talking  about  them.  He  read  a  telegram 
from  a  newspaper,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that,  of  course,  that  telegram  must  be  right. 
He  had  told  the  honourable  gentleman  already 
that  they  had  sent  up  an  officer  of  a  Govern- 
ment department  to  meet  these  people,  and  he 
thought  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
waited  until  that  officer  returned,  having  found 
out  what  class  of  people  these  were,  he  might 
have  some  reason  to  complain  if  they  were 
not  what  was  represented.  He  had  no  doubt 
Mr.  Courtney,  who  brought  these  people  out, 
had  his  arrangements  made  where  and  how 
to  place  them,  and  there  could  be  no  pos- 
sible cruelty  in  bringing  them  out  here.  When 
the  Government  arranged  to  bring  out  people 
they  were  not  supposed  to  be  all  farmers.  He 
had  no  doubt  Mr.  Courtney  could  show  the 
Agent- General  that  they  had  a  certain  amount 
of  money,  and  he  had  no  doubt  he  took  care 
that  these  people  had  complied  with  the  con- 
ditions laid  down.  They  were  not  bringing 
out  paupers,  but  people  with  money,  and  surely 
it  was  not  necessary  they  should  all  go  on 
the  land.  One  or  more  of  them  might  start  a 
shop  in  Wellingtofi  and  sell  tinned  tacks,  and 
do  a  very  good  business.  He  knew  a  gentle- 
man in  this  colony  who  made  a  great  fortune 
by  commencing  to  sell  tinned  tacks,  and  it  was 
quite  possible  some  of  those  people  might  do  the 
same,  and  sell  bars  of  iron,  tinned  tacks,  nails, 
hammers,  and  so  forth.  They  might  become 
very  wealthy  citizens  of  New  Zealand,  and, 
in  fact,  some  of  them  might  have  a  seat  in 
that  House,  and  be  admonishing  the  Minister 
of  Lands.  He  thought  that  the  honourable 
gentleman,  with  this  great  grievance  of  his, 
might,  at  any  rate,  wait  until  these  people 
arrived.  The  honourable  gentleman's  reason 
for  bringing  this  matter  before  the  House  was 
that  he  was  not  pleased  with  the  answer  ho  had 
received  to  a  question  of  his  that  day.  Well, 
he  (Mr.  McKenzie)  was  not  there  to  give 
answers  that  might  please  honourable  gentle- 
men. He  had  to  give  facts,  and  if  those  facts 
were  not  pleasing  to  honourable  gentlemen  he 
could  not  nelp  it.  He  was  sure  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  had  not  been  pleased  with 
the  answer  he  got,  but  no  doubt  that  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  been  pleased  if  he 
had  been  told  that  roads  would  be  made  in  all 
directions  and  that  thousands  'of  pounds  would 
be  expended  in  his  district.  But  his  duty  as 
Minister  was  to  look  after  the  interest  of  the 
colony  as  a  whole,  and  not  merely  to  give  re- 
plies that  might  be  pleasing  to  members.  He 
would  advise  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  to  leave  the 
Minister  of  Lands  alone  so  far  as  his  personal 
appearance,  and  character,  and  everything  else 
were  concerned,  for  if  he  tried  it  again  he  might 
expect  to  be  replied  to  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  if  he  were  speaking 
for  his  side  of  the  House  he  would  say  that 
he  could  not  wish  for  anything  better  than 
that  the  Minister  of  Lands  should  give  two  or 
three  more  such  answers  as  he  had  given  that 
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day,  and  make  such  another  speech  as  he  had 
just  delivered;  but  there  was  something  else 
that  the  Opposition  had  to  consider,  and  that 
was  the  honour  and  decency  of  the  House,  and 
the  speech  they  had  just  listened  to  was  a 
gross  violation  of  both.  He  had  been  in  the 
House  for  a  long  time  and  he  had  never  before 
heard  such  a  speech  as  that.  He  would  be 
sorry  to  characterize  it  in  words  that  would 
express  his  feelings.  That  afternoon,  when  the 
questions  were  being  put,  he  was  not  attending 
very  closely,  and  did  not  hecur  the  form  in 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  put  his  question,  but,  even  if 
he  put  that  question  as  offensively  as  he  could, 
he  did  not  deserve  to  get  such  an  offensive 
answer  as  he  had  received.  He  felt  that  if  such 
a  reply  ets  that,  and  such  a  reply  as  had  been 
given  to  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont, 
were  given  often,  the  good  sense  and  feeling  of 
the  House  would  rebel  against  the  Minister 
of  Lands.  He  did  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  shown  a  proper  sense  of  what 
was  due  to  the  House  and  what  was  due 
from  a  Minister  of  the  Grown.  He  would 
not  say  more  regarding  that  matter,  but  he 
might  say  that  he  had  never  heard  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  say  or  do 
anything  in  that  House  of  which  he  need  be 
ashamed.  There  was  no  member  in  the  House 
with  a  more  practical  turn  of  mind,  or  who 
spoke  with  greater  weight  upon  commercial 
subjects,  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  in  this 
particular  case  the  views  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  were  deserving  of  great  considera- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Minister.  He  would  say 
no  mo;:e  on  that,  for  he  did  not  think  that  any 
words  were  required  from  him,  or  from  any  one 
else,  on  the  question.  He,  however,  would  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two  with  regard  to  the  intro- 
duction of  immigrants  under  a  system  by  which 
they  were  not  directly  subsidised,  but  a  system 
wliich  was  promoted  by  the  Government,  and 
for  which  Ministers  had  made  themselves  re- 
sponsible, to  some  extent,  by  the  way  in  which 
the  Agent-General  had  acted  on  their  behalf. 
The  Agent-General,  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  had  written  very  carefully  pre- 
pared communications  to  the  shipping  com- 
panies ;  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  it  was  at 
the  instance  of  the  Government  that  the  ship- 
ping companies  were  now  bringing  out  immi- 
grants. He  was  bound  to  say  that  he  thought 
the  course  that  had  been  taken  was  likely  to 
land  the  Government  in  very  considerable  dif- 
ficulties. They  were  open  to  responsibilities 
which  might  turn  out  very  disastrously,  and 
cause  a  great  deal  of  discontent.  He  hoped  it 
would  not  be  so  ;  but  he  must  say  that  he  did 
not  think  that  tiie  precautions  that  were  being 
taken,  or  any  precautions  that  could  be  taken, 
would  prevent  a  considerable  amount  of  disap- 
pointment through  bringing  out  people  who 
might  not  be  adapted  for  the  course  of  life  on 
which  they  would  have  to  enter  in  the  colony. 
He  had  read  that  afternoon  the  correspondence 
with  the  Agent- General ;  and  he  ventured  to 
he  hope  that  he  would  not  receive 
\swer  as  the  honourable  member  for 
HolUiUm 


Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  had  got  whan  he 
asked  the  Government  to  consider  well  before 
they  allowed  people  to  come  out,  and  adopted 
a  responsibility  which  he  was  sure  would  cause 
them  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  result  in  a 
great  deal  of  suffering  to  those  concerned. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  it  was  one  o'clock  the 
previous  night  before  the  House  got  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  and  now  this  afternoon  tiiere 
had  been  two  motions  for  adjournment  and 
two  motions  intercepting  Supply,  and  going 
into  Supply  was  again  being  delayed.  He 
could  only  say  that  he  did  not  think  the  Go- 
vernment were  to  blame  for  this  question  being 
brought  on,  and  he  did  not  think  it  became 
the  dignity  of  the  House  that  such  a  question 
should  be  discussed  there.  If  he  were  an  immi- 
grant just  landing  in  the  country,  and  heard 
that  Parliament  was  discussing  the  question 
of  a  few  people  landing  on  the  shores  of  the 
colony,  he  would  think,  what  a  strange  oonntzy 
he  had  got  into  I  He  did  not  think  it  should  be 
forgotten  that  it  was  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  who  was  the  aggressor,  and 
not  the  Minister  of  Lands.  If  honourable  gentle- 
men made  attacks  on  other  honourable  gentle- 
men they  must  expect  that  comments  would 
be  made  on  their  remarks.  He  submitted' that 
this  was  all  a  waste  of  time,  this  talking  aboat 
a  handful  of  immigrants  who  had  landed  in 
the  colony.  He  asked  that  the  House  should 
now  go  into  Supply,  and  that  they  should 
discuss  the  estimates  before  it  was  past  mid- 
night. There  was  only  one  question  that  he 
would  like  to  ask  the  Premier  to  answer,  and 
that  was,  when  the  Liquor  Control  Bill  would 
be  circulated.  He  put  that  question  with  all 
earnestness,  because  he  had  received  tolograma 
from  all  over  the  colony  wanting  him  to  send 
information  as  to  the  contents  of  the  Bill,  and 
he  had,  unfortunately,  been  obliged  to  reply 
that  he  did  not  know  them  himself.  He 
hoped  the  Premier,  when  replying,  would  state 
when  they  might  expect  a  print  of  the  Bill. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  did  not  wish  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  for  any  lengthened  period, 
but  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply  was  the  only  chance  honourable  mem- 
bers had  of  bringing  forward  grievances.  He 
was  almost  forced  into  this  position,  for  there 
was  a  question  which  he  wished  to  put,  and 
he  might  not  have  another  opportunity  of 
doing  so.  He  wanted  to  ask  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  a  question  with  regard  to  the  ac- 
coimts  for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  30th 
June.  He  found  in  the  accounts  of  Treasury 
bills  that  the  Treasury  bills  had  leaped  from 
£694,000  on  the  31st  March  to  £1,204,000  on 
the  30th  June.  That  seemed  to  him  such  an 
extraordinary  state  of  affairs  that  he  felt  really 
justified  in  taking  up  the  time  of  the  House  in 
asking  for  an  explanation  of  it.  Last  year  the 
Gove!mment  brought  in  a  Public  Revenues  Act, 
which  increased  the  Treasury  bills  by  £100,000, 
and  gave  them  power  to  float  £460,000  further* 
in  order  to  their  being  issued  as  a  guarantee  for 
the  interest  to  go  Home  on  the  millions  domi- 
ciled in  the  Bank  of  England.  A  division  was 
taken  on  the  subject,  and  the  members  of  the 
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exposition  voted  against  it,  bat  they  were  de- 
feated. Then,  in  Committee  on  the  Bill,  he 
moved,  as  an  amendment  to  clause  2,  that  the 
application  of  this  £450,000  should  be  strictly 
limited  to  the  statement  made  by  the  late 
Mr.  Ballance;  but  he  was  defeated  on  that 
motion,  and  the  result  was  that  now,  within 
tiicee  months  of  the  end  of  the  financial 
year,  they  had  these  Treasury  bills  leaping 
&om  £694,000  to  £1,204,000.  When  the  Stout- 
Yogel  Qovemment  went  out  of  office  with  a 
large  deficit,  the  amount  of  Treasury  bills  float- 
ing was  £1,800,000,  and  now  it  was  £1,204,000. 
In  other  words,  the  amount  was  now  nearly 
as  great  as  it  was  when  that  large  deficit 
existed.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  floating 
of  Treasury  bills  to  such  a  large  extent  was 
a  great  mistake.  Indeed,  some  of  the  best 
financiers  of  the  day  wrote  of  it  as  a  financial 
leprosy.  They  had  this  fact  before  them: 
that,  after  the  Minister  had  told  the  people 
tiiat  the  Qovemment  had  a  surplus  of  half  a 
million,  they  still  found  that  the  Treasurer 
had  issued  new  bills  to  the  extent  of  £510,000 
within  three  months,  without  paying  ofi  any 
of  the  o]d  ones.  That  showed  that  the  Minis- 
iaj  were  acting  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  man- 
ner. He  was  sony  that  the  Ministry  last  year 
received  power  to  increase  this  floating  debt  as 
they  had  done.    No  doubt  the  Premier  would 

g've  him  the  usual  answer  that  it  was  all  right ; 
it  there  was  the  fact  tiliat  these  bills  had  in- 
'Creased  to  this  amount,  and  there  was  the 
.added  fact  that  the  Treasurer  had  increased 
tiie  amount  of  money  required  for  the  pay- 
ment of  these  Treasury  bills  from  £40,000  to 
£50,000.  It  was  time  attention  was  called  to 
ihis  matter. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  wished  to  say  a  word 
in  relation  to  what  occurred  when  the  House 
was  in  Committee  of  Supply  that  morning. 
When  the  item  of  £1,170  for  the  dredge  at  New 
Plymouth  was  under  consideration  the  Premier 

S^ve  an  explanation  of  that  item ;  and  he  (Mr. 
utohison)  was  understood  to  have  hesitated 
to  accept  the  statement  of  the  Premier.  In 
that,  there  was  no  doubt,  he  was  wrong.  He 
ought  to  have  accepted  the  statement  of  any 
honourable  member.  He  desired,  therefore, 
'voluntarily  to  express  his  regret,  and  hoped 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  accept  this 
explanation.  The  incident  occurred  under  cir- 
onmstances  that  were  certainly  not  conducive 
to  preserving  the  amenities  of  debate,  seeing 
that  it  occurred  in  the  course  of  a  protracted 
sitting,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Sir  J.  HALL  thought  that  some  reply  should 
•be  given  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Hutt. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  refer  to  those 
lemarks  when  replying. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  it  appeared  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  not  only  Prime 
Minister,  and  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and 
Minister  of  Mines,  and  Minister  of  Defence, 
and  Minister  in  Charge  of  Native  Affairs,  but 
he  was  also  Colonial  Treasurer,  if  it  was  from 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  they  were  to 
xeoeive  an  answer  to  the  purely  Treasury  ques- 


tion put  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Hutt. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  do  not  want  to  prolong 
the  debate,  do  you  ? 

Sir  J.  HALL. — No ;  but  honourable  members 
wanted  a  good  deal  of  information  about  t^e 
Treasury.  They  were  kept  in  the  dark  about 
the  public  accounts  to  a  veiy  great  extent.  It 
had  struck  not  only  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Hutt,  but  himself,  as  odd,  on  reading  the 
public  accounts,  that,  while  at  the  end  of  the 
March*  quarter  £694,0(D0  of  Treasury  bills  were 
outstanding,  £510,000  of  Treasury  bills  were 
issued  during  the  June  quarter  in  anticipation 
of  revenue.  That  had  been  done  without  any 
explanation  having  been  given  to  the  House. 
That  was  a  proceeding  which  must  excite  re- 
mark on  the  part  of  every  person  familiar  with 
the  finances  of  the  colony.  He  hoped  they 
would  have  a  satisfactory  explanation  from 
the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  first  of  all  he  might  be 
permitted  to  say,  in  offering  to  reply  to  the 
question  raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Hutt  as  to  a  Treasury  matter,  that  he 
would  not  have  attempted  to  reply  to  him 
had  it  not  been  that  this  question  was  raised 
by  a  question  asked  in  the  House  last  week, 
and,  in  the  absence  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
it  fell  to  his  lot  to  reply  to  that  question* 
Hence  he  was  in  a  position  to  reply  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  now.  Taking  the  reve- 
nue at  four  millions— and  by  law  they  were 
entitled  to  take  a  quarter  of  that — that  would 
be  a  million.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
only  shown  that  there  had  been  taken  £500,000. 
Now,  as  regarded  the  total  amount,  as  stated, 
£1,450,000,  £1,204,000  was  the  total  amount 
raised  in  anticipation,  leaving  £246,000  still  to 
the  good.  The  question  was  raised  that  they 
could  only  issue  that  as  against  the  revenue. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  did  not  raise  that  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  at  any  rate,  the  ques- 
tion was  raised,  and  they  were  told  that  they 
had  exceeded  the  law  in  doing  as  they  had 
done.  He  pointed  out  the  other  day  that,  so 
far  as  power  was  given  by  law,  they  were  still 
entitled  to  raise  £246,000  more.  He  was  told 
that  he  was  entirely  wrong  in  making  that 
statement,  but,  as  he  had  no  desire  to  prolong 
debate,  he  let  the  matter  go,  and  determined 
to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  dealing 
with  the  point.  They  had,  as  against  revenue, 
£246,000— £152,000  and  £94,000  guaranteed 
debentures,  making,  of  course,  the  amount 
still  available  £246,000.  He  might  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  a  complete  reply  was  given 
to  everything  that  had  been  raised  that  even- 
ing during  the  debate  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment. He  was  prohibited  by  the  rules  of  the 
House  from  referring  to  a  previous  debate, 
and  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  waste  of  time 
to  raise  questions  in  a  debate  like  the  present 
on  matters  which  had  been  fully  replied  to  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — ^No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
might  say  "  No.*'   The  honourable  member  was 
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entitled  to  his  opinion,  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
was  entitled  to  his.  The  points  raised  were 
fuUy  met  in  the  Treasurer's  reply  in  the  finan- 
cial debate.  He  was  very  glad  to  have  had 
the  explanation  given  that  evening  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara.  He  felt 
very  much  hurt  last  night  at  the  reception  of 
his  explanation  as  to  how  it  was  that  the  ex- 
penditure in  connection  with  the  New  Ply- 
mouth Harbour  still  exceeded  the  amount  that 
was  voted,  and  his  explanation  as  rega>rded  the 
repairs  to  the  vessels,  the  extra  cost  of  deten- 
tion, and  the  insurance,  and  things  of  that 
kind,  which  when  he  made  the  statement  to 
the  House  could  not  have  been  foreseen.  As 
that  expenditure  was  incurred  under  the  terms 
of  the  agreement,  the  Government  had  taken 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  carrying  out  the 
promise  given  to  the  House.  He  did  feel 
somewhat  pained  when  that  statement  was 
questioned.  He  was  very  much  pleased  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara  had  made 
the  explanation  which  he  had  done,  and  he 
could  assure  the  honourable  gentleman,  on 
his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  part,  nothing  would  be  want- 
ing to  maintain  tnat  good  feeling  which  should 
ever  exist  between  honourable  members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House.  Now  he  came  to — 
what  should  he  caU  it  ? — the  unpleasant  mat- 
ter which  had  arisen  that  evening.  The  House 
would  agree  with  him  that  when  a  member 
was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker,  and  asked 
to  withdraw  expressions  he  had  used,  those 
expressions  must  have  been  irritating,  and, 
not  only  irritating,  but  against  the  good  order 
and  good  conduct  of  business  in  the  House. 
The  member  who  had  so  transgressed  must  be 
held  to  have  been  in  the  wrong.  And  there  wsls 
no  doubt  the  words  were  withdrawn,  but  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  then 
said  that  he  was  at  a  loss  to  find  other  words 
to  take  their  place.  That  was  not  the  kind  of 
withdrawal  which  would  tend  to  appease,  or  to 
promote  good  feeling. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  That  is  not  what  he 
said. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  what  the 
honourable  member  did  say.  Had  the  words 
been  withdrawn,  as  they  should  have  been, 
good  feeling  would  have  been  restored,  and  in 
all  probability  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands 
would  not  have  spoken  in  so  heated  a  manner 
as  he  had  shown.  But  he  asked  honourable 
members  to  recollect  this :  that  that  was  not 
the  first  case.  When  honourable  members  per- 
sisted day  after  day  in  making  attacks  on  the 
administration  of  any  particular  Minister,  or 
in  not  accepting  assurances  given  or  explana- 
tions made  by  Ministers,  though  the  irritation 
for  the  time  being  might  be  allayed,  still,  when 
further  irritation  occurred  like  that  which  had 
taken  place  that  evening,  he  was  sure  the  House 
would  agree  tbat,  under  the  circumstances,  hia 
honourable  colleague  (Mr.  McEenzie)  was  not 
to  blame. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Two  wrongs  do  not  make 
a  right. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  that  was  a  matter  of 
-opinion.  He  must  say  that  he  was  not  alto- 
Mr.  Seddon 


gether  nervous — he  was  not  easily  irritated — 
but  he  must  confess  that  during  the  last  few 
days,  and  especially  last  night,  when  four  or 
five  honourable  members  opposite  were  ejacu- 
lating, and  interrupting,  and  accusing  Minis- 
ters of  stonewalling,  and  preventing  them  from 
going  on  with  Supply,  whilst  the  Minister  waf( 
endeavouring  to  meet  what  had  been  said  before 
— he  must  confess  that  it  was  irritating.  He 
would  ask  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  who 
had  taken  exception  to  the  remarks  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  to  exercise  a  control  over 
his  supporters,  which  would  help  him  (Mr. 
Seddon)  in  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the 
House,  and  would  assist  in  the  observance  of 
decorum  in  the  debates,  and  in  maintaining 
what  was  due  to  the  position  which  they  oc- 
cupied as  the  representatives  of  the  people  of 
New  Zealand.  Now,  coming  to  the  question  of 
the  inmiigrants  who  had  arrived  by  the  "  Bua- 
hine,"  let  them  apply  the  position  of  these 
new  arrivals  to  the  position  of  honourable  mem- 
bers, and  of  very  many  in  the  colony.  Were 
they  not,  many  of  them,  in  a  similar  position 
to  that  of  these  new  arrivals  ?  Were  not  many 
colonists  simply  young  and  strong  when  they 
landed  here?  And,  in  the  case  of  tne  new 
arrivals,  these  men  had  a  little  capital.  He 
undertook  to  say  that  these  men  arriving  in 
New  Zealand  now  were  in  a  better  position 
than  probably  three-fourths  of  the  members 
sitting  in  that  House.  He  was  informed  by 
one  who  knew  that  those  new  arrivals  had 
brought  with  them  about  £9,000,  and,  including 
women  and  children,  there  were  some  seventy 
all  told.  Would  what  had  occurred  that  even- 
ing tend  to  promote  the  coming  to  New  Zea- 
land of  a  very  desirable  class  of  immigrants  f 
The  Government,  in  accordance  with  the 
general  wishes  of  honourable  members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  had  made  arrangements, 
and  when  those  arrangements  were  stated  to 
the  House  they  were  cheered.  They  had  never 
heard  a  single  word  of  objection  to  ihe  arrange- 
ments made  ;  and  it  w8ls  casting  a  reflection  on 
the  Agent-GeneraJ,  a  gentleman  who  was  really 
doing  good  work  for  the  colony,  that,  when  he 
had  approved  of  these  immigrants,  remarks 
such  as  those  made  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
inan  oppoaite  should  h&  made — it  wufi  casting 
Bk  reflection  upon  liim.  It  might  be  qtiito 
tnm,  as  was  BLatod  in  the  telegram  wbicb  had 
boon  quoted  —  it  might  bo  true  that  these 
\YexQ  young  mGU^  and  that  tboy  had  been  in 
merchftEtts'  offices  in  London  ;  but  that  did  net 
prove  that  some  of  them  were  not  tlie  som 
of  farm  era.  Me  undertook  to  say  thiit  in  ^U^ 
large  towns  a  good  many  soiia  of  iatmei* 
would  hQ  found  who  hixd  gone  into  calnmiC* 
cial  pursuits.  Even  if  these  men  had  1iG0ii 
broil ^HiE;  up  to  a  commercial  lift?  at  HosiU^i^^ 
they  knQ\\  that,  when  a  man  wot  yoiMQlJ  90^ 
atrcrng  and  willing,  t%nd  ^vhon  he  caiai  ^ 
country  like  thisj  where  tli^r^  yvna  3Siq' — 
energies,  he  soon  Bivi     '  '  ■>  ** 

stances;  and  h&  uc. 
men  wtn^e  mtm  of  tht   ii]|m#- 
he  encouraged.     It  waJ^ 
they  "were  exl 
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mibject  should  have  been  raised  and  discussed 
in  Uie  House  that  night ;  and  no  doubt  much 
had  been  made  of  it.  The  first  reports  of  the 
arrival  of  these  men  in  the  colony  would  go 
Home  with  the  next  monthly  mail,  and  they 
would  go  Home  together  with  reports  of  what 
had  occurred  in  the  House  that  night.  What 
had  occurred  was  casting  a  damper  on  all  that 
had  been  done,  and  it  made  it  very  hard  indeed 
for  the  Agent-General  to  meet  what  were  the 
^neral  wishes  of  the  people ;  and  he  thought 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Git^ 
p£r.  Duthie)  would  have  been  wise  had  he  re- 
zrained  from  raising  that  question  at  all,  and 
that  honourable  gentleman  was  to  blame  for 
what  hflbd  occurred.  Then,  he  was  asked  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  to  give 
-a  teply  to  a  very  important  question,  and  that 
was,  when  the  Alcoholic  Liquors  Control  Bill 
would  be  brought  down.  He  did  not  think  he 
would  be  taking  the  House  by  surprise  when 
he  told  them  that  he  had  found  it  more  diffi- 
ouU  to  frame  a  Bill  which  would  please  every- 
body than  he  at  first  antioi|}ated.  In  all  pro- 
bability he  might  be  disappointed  later  on,  but, 
at  all  events,  the  Government  were  doing  their 
best,  and  he  hoped,  if  all  went  well,  to  have  the 
Bill  circulated  and  in  the  hands  of  honour- 
able members  the  following  day.  He  hoped 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  would 
be  satisfied  with  that  reply. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Glass  II. — Golonial  Secbetaey. 

Minister's  salary,  £400. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  asked  the  Premier  when 
he  proposed  to  fill  up  the  Native  Affairs  port- 
lolio. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  practically  the  office 
was  filled  already,  so  far  as  the  work  was  con- 
earned.  In  the  Financial  Statement  two  ses- 
sions ago  they  mentioned  that  they  proposed 
to  abolish  altogether  the  portfolio  of  Minister  of 
Kative  Affairs.  That  statement  was  made,  and 
was  accepted  by  the  House.  They  found  after- 
wards that  certain  legislation  had  created  a 
necessity  for  the  maintenance  of  the  port- 
folio, and  there  was  no  chance,  at  all  events 
this  session,  of  doing  away  with  it.  He  hoped 
ere  long  to  make,  in  the  usual  course,  a  state- 
ment to  the  House  about  their  intentions  in 
this  respect. 

Gaptain  BUSSELL  could  not  at  all  agree  with 
the  idea,  which  weis  not  a  new  one,  that  had 
been  alluded  to  by  the  Premier,  of  abolishing 
the  Native  Office.  They  would  not  abolish  the 
Native  Office  for  a  great  many  years  yet,  and 
they  ought  not  to  abolish  it.  It  was  a  very 
large  and  a  very  important  department ;  and,  as 
they  had  fresh  departments  being  created  con- 
tinually, and  there  were  over  forty  thousand 
Katives  in  the  colony  at  the  present  time,  why 
should  they  not  have  a  department  to  Uiem- 
fielves,  when  there  was  a  special  portfolio  for 
Ijabour  and  a  portfolio  for  Mines  ?  He  thought 
the  House  should  at  once  say  that  they  declined 
to  agree  to  the  abolition  of  the  Native  Depart- 
ment. 


Sir  J.  HALL  said  the  answer  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  most  unsatisfactbry.  As 
the  session  was  now  getting  on,  the  country  had 
a  right  to  know  in  whose  hands  the  manage- 
ment of  Native  Affairs  was  to  remain  during 
the  recess,  and  it  was  for  the  House  to  ascer- 
tain that  fact  before  they  parted.  The  office 
had  now  been  going  begging  for  more  than  a 
month,  and,  if  there  was  any  reason  why  it 
was  not  filled  up,  that  reason  ought  to  be 
stated  to  the  House.  In  the  absence  of  such 
information,  he  could  not  understand  why 
the  portfolio  was  not  filled  up.  The  House 
and  the  country  were  not  being  fairly  treated. 
Two  years  ago  the  Government  announced 
that  they  would  abolish  the  Native  Office. 
They  abolished  it,  and  they  had  since  restored 
it.  A  large  number  of  people  throughout  the 
country  would  echo  his  statement  when  he 
said  that  to  leave  the  matter  in  its  present 
state  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  was  a  most  un- 
satisfactory position. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  House  had  a  right  to 
know  what  was  to  be  done  in  the  matter  before 
they  adjourned.  The  House  would  know  be- 
fore the  prorogation  took  place,  and  perhaps 
some  considerable  time  before  that  event  took 
place.  The  House  would  not  be  left  in  doubt 
as  to  what  would  occur  during  the  recess. 
Very  large  savings  had  been  effected  through 
the  changes  which  had  been  made,  and  these 
savings  were  shown  in  the  estimates  now  be- 
fore the  Gommittee,  and  it  was  in  the  interest 
of  economy  that  these  changes  were  made. 

Vote,  £400,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Glerk  of  Executive  Gouncil,  £50,  agreed 
to. 

Vote,  Golonial  Secretary's  Office,  £1,495, 
agreed  to. 

Vote,  Ministers*  Secretaries,  £600,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Messengers  and  office-keepers,  £4,134, 
agreed  to. 

Electoral  Department,  £11,600. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  at  what  time  the 
Minister  expected  this  money  to  be  expended. 
At  what  time  would  the  general  election  take 
place  ? 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  money  would  be  ex- 
pended during  the  vacation.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary to  state  the  time.  It  was  not  veiy  far 
distant. 

Mr.  T.  MAGKENZIE  said  that  in  connection 
with  this  vote  he  found  that  £1,000  was  put 
down  to  defray  the  expenses  of  printing  rolls, 
advertising,  elections,  and  contingencies.  He 
thought  the  Premier  had  promised,  when  the 
matter  was  previously  brought  under  his  notice, 
to  inform  the  House  whether  or  not  it  was 
true  he  had  paid  an  extra  rate  for  the  printing 
of  the  rolls  to  newspapers  of  the  right  colour, 
which  were  paying  less  wages  than  the  Opposi- 
tion papers  paid. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  printing  of  the  rolls 
throughout  the  colony  had  been  carried  out  in 
the  usual  way.  Teqders  had  [been  openly  in- 
vited, and,  wherever  they  came  within  the 
specifications,  tenders  were  accepted  without 
reference  to  whether  the  tenderers  were  of  the 
right  colour  or  the  wrong  colour.    As  a  matter 
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of  fact,  many  of  the  tenders  that  were  accepted 
he  knew  himself  were  those  sent  in  hy  persons 
who  were  not  supporters  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  that,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  when  tenders  were  called  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  rolls  in  the  south  of  Otago,  tenders 
went  in  in  the  ordinary  way.  He  knew  that  in 
one  case  a  higher  tender  was  accepted  than  the 
lowest  one  sent  in,  and  the  plea  offered  was 
that  the  office  which  was  getting  the  contract 
was  paying  a  right  and  proper  rate  of  wages  to 
its  employes, — ^when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was 
paying  them  half  the  current  rates. 

Mr.  BUGELAND  said  it  was  puhlished  in 
the  Auckland  newspapers  that  none  of  the 
tenders  from  Auckland  would  he  received,  as 
the  Government  had  determined  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  rolls  printed  in  the  Government 
Printing  Office  at  Wellington,  because  the 
prices  quoted  by  the  tenderers  were  so  low  that 
they  could  not  pay  their  men  a  sufficient  rate 
of  wages.  He  wished  to  know  whether  there 
was  any  truth  in  that,  or  whether  the  Govern- 
ment had  formed  that  opinion  and  afterwards 
altered  it. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  Auckland  rolls  were 
being  printed  in  Auckland.  There  was  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  report  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  referred. 

Mr.  BHODES  asked  if  the  Government  had 
appointed  a  Begistrar  at  Pareora ;  and,  if  not, 
would  they  appoint  some  resident  of  the  place  ? 
He  believed  that  some  resident  of  Timaru  had 
been  appointed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  as  a  matter  of  con- 
venience, if  the  gentleman  who  was  attending 
to  the  registration  of  the  electors  was  not  living 
within  a  convenient  distance  so  that  he  could 
do  justice  to  the  rolls  and  to  the  electors,  the 
Government  would  be  glad  to  know  from  the 
local  bodies  of  a  gentleman  who  could  act  in  a 
way  that  would  suit  the  public  convenience. 

Captain  BUSSELL  drew  the  attention  of 
the  Minister  to  the  utterly  insignificant  re- 
muneration set  down  for  the  payment  of 
Begistrars.  It  was  a  notorious  fact  that  every 
electoral  roll  of  the  colony  was  in  a  disgraceful 
oondition,  and  this  was  owing  to  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  payment  made  to  the  Begistrars. 
Now  that  it, was  likely  that  within  the  next 
two  months  three  thousand  people  would  be 
added  to  each  of  the  rolls,  it  was  more  than 
ever  necessaty  to  provide  some  proper  remu- 
neration for  the  officers  who  attended  to  this 
work.  At  present  it  was  forced  upon  unwilling 
Government  officers,  who  were  compelled  to 
do  it  in  addition  to  their  ordinary  work.  Some 
arrangement  should  be  made  whereby  the  rolls 
oould  be  properly  purged,  and  these  people  be 
properly  remunerated. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  knowing  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  Begistrars  did  their 
work,  he  was  surprised  that  they  did  it  so  satis- 
factorily and  that  they  kept  the  rolls  in  such 
a  good  condition.  He  hoped  the  (jovemment 
would  look  into  this  question. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  question  would  be  looked 
into.  He  might  inform  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  raised  the  point  that,  in  addition 
Mr,  Ward 


to  the  amount  now  on  the  estimates  for  these 
Begistrars,  they  were  allowed  full  pay  for  extra 
clerical  assistance.  The  amount  they  ware 
now  being  paid  was  the  same  as  it  had  been 
for  many  years.  He  would  have  it  looked  into^ 
to  see  if  it  were  sufficient.  With  regard  to  the 
probable  increase  of  the  rolls  that  had  bees 
alluded  to,  it  would  be  provided  for  on  the  sup> 
plementary  estimates. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  condition  of 
the  rolls  was  no  fault  of  the  Begistrars  of  the 
districts,  who  could  not  be  supposed  to  discover 
the  position  of  electors  in  respect  to  an  im- 
aginary boundary-line.  The  whole  system  of 
blundering  was  owing  to  thoce  officers  not 
being  sufficiently  paid. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  the  system  of  appoint- 
ing police  officers  as  Begistrars  was  unsatisfao- 
tory,  and  should  be  done  away  with. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  would  point  out  that  the  real 
work  of  keeping  the  rolls  in  a  proper  oondition 
should  be  done  by  the  electors  themselves;  it 
was  entirely  in  their  own  hands ;  and  he,  for 
one,  would  object  to  having  any  officer  Working 
on  the  rolls  without  being  very  much  oheoked 
by  the  public.  But  local  Postmasters  would  be 
very  useful  if  consulted  in  regard  to  purging 
the  rolls. 

Mr.  FEBGUS  said  the  present  method  of 
registration  in  the  large  cities  was  most  absurd, 
as  it  was  impossible  for  the  Begistrars  to  know 
the  numbers  of  people  in  cities  like  Wellington 
and  Dunedin.  It  was,  he  thought,  a  great  pity 
they  had  not  adopted  some  such  system  as  had 
been  proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  some  years  ago. 

Vote,  £11,600,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Audit  Office,  £5,805,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Begistrar-GeneraVs  Department,  £5,640^ 
agreed  to. 

Agent-GeneraPs  Department,  £4,250. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked,  with  reference  to  the 
omission  of  the  item  for  Consulting  Engineeti 
what  provision  had  been  made  for  the  ex- 
amination of  stores. 

Mr.  WABD  replied  that  it  was  provided  for 
by  the  Bailway  Department. 

Mr.  FEBGUS  said  they  had  always  done 
that ;  but  could  the  honourable  gentleman  giv^ 
them  any  data  as  to  the  amount  now  paid  by 
the  Bailway  Department  to  those  they  had  to 
employ  to  pass  material  ? 

Mr.  WABD  said  it  would  be  necessary  to 
ascertain  that  from  the  Commissioners. 

Captain  BUSSELL  asked  under  whose  advice 
the  Consulting  Engineer  had  been  done  away 
with.  So  far  as  his  memory  served  him,  a  very 
large  amount  of  commission  would  have  to  be 
paid  for  the  work  which  would  be  otherwise 
done  by  the  Consulting  Engineer.  He  would 
like  to  know  what  was  the  reason  for  abolish- 
ing the  office. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  late  Consulting  En- 
gineer, Mr.  Blackett,  had  resigned.  Prior  to 
that  the  Bailway  Commissioners  had  been  pay- 
ing half  that  gentleman's  salary.  While  Mr* 
Blackett  was  Consulting  Engineer  there  were 
under  him  B.  Wilson  and  Company,  who  did 
the  inspection  under  the  Engineer.    He  be- 
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liaTed  an  airangement  was  made  under  which 
their  services  were  to  be  continued.  The  Com- 
missicmerB  had  made  the  appointment,  and  the 
Oovemment  reserved  to  themselves  the  right 
of  taking  over  the  material  on  its  arrival  in  the 
colony,  as  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  importer. 
There  was  a  saving  under  this  arrangement. 

Mr.  FERGUS  wished  for  more  information 
about  the  matter.  There  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  a  memorandum 
from  the  Commissioners  pointing  out  the  inad- 
visability  of  doing  away  with  the  Consulting 
Engineer.  The  question  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Blackett  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
matter.  With  regard  to  what  the  Minister  said 
as  to  the  arrangement  being  similar  to  those  of 
an  ordinary  importer,  he  would  point  out  that 
no  importer  would  send  materials  out  to  the 
colony  on  similar  lines.  The  material  imported 
by  the  Government  was  not  like  ordinary  mer. 
chMidise,  which,  if  delivery  were  not  taken, 
could  be  disposed  of  in  the  local  market.  He 
took  leave  to  doubt  the  information  supplied 
by  the  Premier,  and  would  like  him  to  turn  up 
the  memorandum  submitted  to  the  House  a 
year  or  two  ago  by  the  Commissioners,  strongly 
objecting  to  the  removal  of  the  Consulting 
Engineer,  and  pointing  out  that  in  times  prior 
to  that  appointment  bemg  made  inferior  ma- 
terial was  imported  to  a  considerable  extent. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Assistant  Consulting 
Engineer  was  Mr.  Oarruthers,  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  knew  him. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  abolished  the  salary  for  Consulting  Engi- 
neer and  he  presumed,  therefore,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  meant  to  say  that  he  was  paid 
by  commission. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioners paid  him  £500  a  year. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  ask  the  Committee 
to  realise  that  there  was  another  than  a  money 
question  involved  in  this,  and  that  was  the 
safety  of  the  publio.  They  had  known  railway 
material  to  be  imported  the  defects  of  which  had 
not  been  discovered  until  human  life  had  been 
sacrificed.  Why  should  the  honourable  gentle- 
man refuse  to  take  the  Committee  into  his 
confidence  and  state  at  once  what  the  position 
was  since  the  alteration  was  made  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  that  he  had  made  the 
matter  as  plain  as  any  man  could  do.  The 
Railway  Commissioners  had  appointed  Mr. 
Garruthers,  and  if  the  Government  wanted  his 
services  they  could  be  obtained  on  the  same 
footing  as  before.  The  inspection  was  done  by 
the  some  Inspectors  who  were  working  when 
Mr.  Blackett  was  Consulting  Engineer. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  where  the  commis- 
sion appeared  in  the  estimates. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  heading  *<  Rolling- 
stock  "  included  everything. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  commission  was 
debited  to  each  particular  work ;  there  was  no 
commission  shown  in  the  estimates.  The 
oommission  was  charged  on  the  cost 'of  the 
material.  The  cost  of  the  Consulting  En- 
gineer's department  was  £920,  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible.   Now>  they  found  that  Mr.  Garruthers 


was  under  an  agreement  to  the  Railway  Com- 
missioners to  do  their  inspecting  for  d6500,  and 
the  Government  were  paying  a  commission 
over  and  above  that  for  the  inspection  of  ma- 
terial brought  out  by  them.  Instead  of  any 
saving  having  been  efiected  it  would  be  found 
that  really  there  had  been  very  considerable 
additional  expenditure. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  that  if  defective  material 
had  been  introduced,  and  if  there  was  a  danger 
to  life  and  limb  from  the  introduction  of  ex- 
tremely defective  material,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  spend  nearly  £1,000  a  year  for  the  Consult- 
ing Engineer,  it  was  high  time  the  Government 
considered  the  expediency  of  getting  as  little 
railway  material  as  possible  from  other  coun- 
tries, and,  instead  of  that,  getting  it  manu- 
factured in  the  colony,  so  as  to  give  employ- 
ment, and  to  insure  their  having  material  on 
which  they  could  depend.  He  considered  that, 
as  borrowing  had  been  stopped,  and  as  they 
were  importing  nothing  like  the  same  amount 
of  material  which  they  imported  some  years 
back,  there  was  very  little  need  for  a  Con- 
sulting Engineer,  or  an  Assistant  Consulting 
Engineer.  Such  precautions  should  not  be 
necessary,  and  he  thought  there  ought  to  be 
an  end  to  extravagance  of  this  kind.  He  did 
not  believe  in  the  system  of  payment  by  com- 
mission. It  led  to  this :  that  the  more  extrava- 
gance was  shown  in  the  purchase  of  material 
the  more  commission  these  officers  received. 
It  was  a  radically  bad  system  altogether.  He 
thought  the  services  of  this  Consulting  Engi- 
neer could  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
Government  should  give  a  little  more  attention 
to  the  fostering  of  the  industries  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  had  been  a  saving 
effected  both  by  the  Railway  Commissioners 
and  by  the  Government.  The  £500  to  Mr.  Gar- 
ruthers was  against  the  £920  previously  paid. 
The  same  commission  was  paid  now  as  was 
paid  formerly.  They  were  not  paying  any  more 
commission  than  before. 

Mr.  FISH  said  the  cost  of  conmiission  ought 
to  be  separately  stated  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  ask  for  a  return  of  the  cost  of  in- 
spection for  the  year,  he  would  be  very  glad  to 
give  it  him. 

Mr.  FISH  said  that  honourable  members 
ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  ask  for  returns  at 
all,  but  they  ought  to  have  the  amount  of  com- 
mission on  the  estimates.  The  next  item  was 
£1,300  for  rent  and  contingencies,  including 
the  expense  of  the  Information  Bureau.  He 
would  like  to  know  what  the  Bureau  was,  and 
what  proportion  of  the  £1,800  was  spent  on  it. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Information  Bureau  was 
established  by  the  Agent-General  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  information  in  a  convenient 
form  for  the  Press  and  the  public.  That  depart- 
ment had  worked  vety  satisfactorily  indeed. 
The  amount  spent  upon  the  Bureau,  out  of  the 
vote  of  £1,800  for  rent  and  contingencies,  was 
£800. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  what  was  the  amount  fof 
rent. 

Mr.  WARD  replied  £800. 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  had  the  plea- 
sure  last  year  of  inspeofcing  what  the  Agent- 
General  was  doing  to  represent  the  increased 
expenditure  on  the  estimates,  and  it  gave  him 
great  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  success  of  that 
gentleman's  efforts  to  make  this  Bureau  of  use 
to  all  New-Zealanders  and  other  colonists  visit- 
ing London,  as  well  as  to  intending  emigrants 
for  New  Zealand.  If  every  other  item  on  the 
estimates  was  so  well  justified  as  this  one  the 
Government  could  well  be  complimented  on 
their  expenditure. 

Vote,  £4,250,  agreed  to. 

Printing  and  Stationery  Department,  £24,428. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  drew  attention  to  the  item  of 
£13,200  for  parchment  and  stationery.  There 
were  firms  that  were  desirous  of  tendering  for 
this,  and  he  thought  they  should  have  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so,  instead  of  ordering  the 
supplies  from  England. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Government  felt  it  was 
not  dedirable  to  confine  such  large  orders  to  a 
single  firm,  and  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wanted  had  already  been  done. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  for  an  explanation 
as  to  the  increase  in  the  items  for  compositors 
and  apprentices. 

Mr.  WARD  said  there  had  been  a  large  influx 
of  business,  and  it  had  been  found  necessary 
to  increase  the  staff.  On  account  of  the  in- 
creased business  the  staff  had  been  employed 
continuously,  and  there  was  a  consequent  in- 
crease in  the  expenditure. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  a  large  saving  might 
be  effected  in  the  expenditure  of  this  depart- 
ment. At  present  there  was  a  great  loss  to  the 
colony.  Although  there  was  a  credit  shown  of 
£14,000,  the  total  vote  was  £24,428,  and  that 
represented  the  amount  of  the  expenditure.  A 
large  amount  could  be  saved  in  the  printing  6f 
papers.  Take  the  Mines  Report :  had  it  been 
one-tenth  the  size  it  would  have  been  equally 
good.  He  thought  large  sums  could  be  saved 
if  they  were  more  economical. 

Mr.  WARD  would  say,  in  reply  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  that  of 
the  sum  shown  as  "  credits  "  a  large  proportion 
was  actually  paid  in  cash  in  connection  with 
work  done  at  the  Printing  Office  for  other 
departments.  The  Government  Insurance, 
Railway,  and  Public  Trust  Departments  paid 
cash  for  work  done  at  the  Government  Print- 
ing Office.  In  the  ordinary  sense  the  amount 
was  not  a  transfer,  as  the  work  would  have  to 
be  done  by  outside  offices  if  not  done  at  the 
Government  Printing  Office. 

Mr.  McLEAN  asked  for  information  as  to 
the  item  for  folders.    They  received  about  £82 

Ser  annum.  Was  that  fair  wages  for  the  work 
one?  There  were  twenty-eight  females  em- 
ployed at  the  work,  and  he  did  not  consider 
the  wages  paid  were  sufficient.  It  seemed  that 
there  was  a  little  sweating  in  the  price. 

Mr.  WARD  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  mention  any  improper  practices  if  he 
knew  of  any.    The  Government  would  see  that 
they  were  rectified. 
Mr.  CADMAN  would   point   out  that  the 


wages  were  fixed  under  a  scale,  and  the  em- 
ployto  were  paid  under  that. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  if  there  had  been  any 
reduction  in  the  rate  of  wages. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  No.  The  only  alteration 
made  was  under  the  new  regulations.  Those 
who  entered  on  probation  now  started  at  a 
lower  rate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  to  the  thickness  of  the  paper  used  in 
Grovernment  communications.  If  these  letters 
required  to  be  posted  they  cost  4d.  each  on 
account  of  the  paper  used. 

Mr.  WARD  would  mention  that  complaints 
had  been  made  that  some  of  the  paper  was  too 
thin.  He  would  inquire  into  the  matter,  and 
if  there  was  any  waste  it  would  not  be  allowed 
to  go  on. 

Mr.  FISH  desired  to  draw  attention  to  the 
increase  of  the  vote  for  salaries  from  £17»245  to 
£19,421,  and  asked  in  what  departments  the 
increases  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  WARD  would  inform  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  piecework  to  a  large  extent  had 
been  stopped,  and  the  work  transferred  to  the 
permanent  employes.  The  amount  previously 
provided  had  not  been  sufficient.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  printing  of  Harisard  alone  there 
had  been  an  excess  of  £400  or  more,  and  that 
had  to  be  taken  out  of  another  vote,  as  the 
item  was  exhausted. 

Mr.  FISH  said  it  would  be  observed  that 
the  vote  for  compositors  last  year  was  £2,656, 
and  this  year  it  was  £8,592.  Was  this  increase 
caused  by  the  employment  of  more  hands,  or 
by  the  change  from  piecework  to  the  work  being 
done  by  the  permanent  hands  ? 

Mr.  WARD  would  again  eocplain  that  the 
work  of  the  department  had  increased  so  much 
that  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  transfer  a 
portion  of  the  work  from  the  piece-room  to  the 
permanent  staff,  which  had  b^n  increased  by 
six  hands. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  for  an  explanation 
with  regard  to  the  new  dynamo,  for  which 
£400  was  down. 

Mr.  WARD  explained  that  the  dynamo  now 
in  use  was  of  insufficient  power.  The  number 
of  lights  used  was  280,  while  the  dynamo  had 
only  a  capacity  of  200.  It  broke  down  last 
session,  but  temporary  arrangements  had  been 
made.  It  was  now  intended  to  get  a  dynamo 
with  a  capacity  of  600  lights. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  last  year  he 
had  drawn  attention  to  the  desirability  of  the 
Government  getting  a  more  powerful  engine, 
and  lighting  not  only  the  Printing  Office,  but 
the  Government  Buildings,  the  Parliament 
Buildings,  and  the  Government  House,  by  elec- 
tricity. The  Premier  at  that  time  said  there 
was  a  great  deal  in  the  suggestion,  and  pro- 
mised to  consider  it.  He  (Captain  RusseU)  nad 
taken  out  the  items  on  the  estimates  for  light- 
ing these  various  building,  and  found  that  they 
amounted  to  nearly  £8,000.  That  appeared  to 
be  a  most  extraordinary  sum,  and  he  thought 
the  whole  of  these  buildings  could  be  lighted 
with  a  single  engine  at  half  the  cost. 
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Mr.  WARD  said  the  Qoyeznment  were  con- 
sideriziff  the  advisability  of  lighting  the  whole 
of  the  departments  with  their  own  machinery, 
but  it  was  a  question  whether  it  was  more  de- 
sirable to  have  one  large  dynamo,  or  a  small 
one  for  each  block  of  bnildingB.  There  were 
times  when  the  Printing  Office  was  the  only 
one  that  was  lighted  at  night,  and  it  would 
therefore  be  more  economical  to  have  a  small 
dynamo  there.  The  Superintendent  of  Tele- 
graphs had  been  dealing  with  the  subject  for 
some  time,  and  had  furnished  the  Government 
with  some  information  with  regard  to  it,  and 
he  hoped  that  before  long  something  would  be 
done. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  it  was  some  twelve 
montns  since  he  had  broaght  the  matter  under 
the  notice  of  the  Government,  and,  although  it 
was  well  that  the  Government  should  deliberate 
before  they  took  action,  still  that  was  a  rather 
kmg  time. 

Mr.  BCLIiESTON  asked  what  would  be  the 
comparative  cost  of  the  Government  doing  the 
work  themselves  and  contracting  with  a  com- 
pany to  do  it. 

Mr.  WABD  might  say  that  the  GiUcher  Com- 
pany had  approached  the  various  departments 
with  a  view  of  that  company's  lights  being 
Qsed.  It  was  a  question  whether  it  would  be 
advisable  to  make  an  agreement  with  that 
company  or  not ;  but,  with  regard  to  the  Print- 
ing Office,  it  would  be  better  to  have  their  own 
engine. 

Mr.  PINKEBTON  said  that  some  time  ago 
the  Government  had  promised  to  make  inquiry 
as  to  using  colonially  •  made  parchment.  He 
would  like  to  know  whether  tne  amount  put 
down  here  was  for  imported  or  for  colonially- 
made  parchment. 

Mr.  WABD  said  about  half  was  imported, 
and  the  other  half  was  colonially  made. 

Vote,  £24,428,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £18,966. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  pointed  out  that  last  vear 
the  vote  for  printing  ''The  Transactions  of  the 
New  Zealand  Institute"  was  £500,  whereas 
now  there  was  only  £250  for  that  purpose. 
Why  was  that  ? 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  Government  were  of 
opinion  that  that  was  sufficient,  and  they  in- 
tended to  introduce  legislation  this  session  to 
enable  this  reduction  to  be  made. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  would  point  out  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  he  was  bound  to 
put  £500  on  the  estimates  under  the  Act  of 
1867.  In  fact,  the  Treasurer  would  be  liable 
to  an  indictment  if  he  did  not  do  so.  He 
hoped  no  legislation  would  be  introduced  to 
enable  the  reduction  to  be  made.  The  amount 
which  the  colony  now  paid  towards  science 
was  very  small,  and  the  keeping-up  of  the  New 
Zealand  Institute  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  growth  of  science  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  AIjLEN  hoped  that  when  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  came  down  this  vote  would 
be  restored  to  its  former  amount.  This  publica- 
tion was  contributed  to  by  a  number  of  scientific 
•ooiedes  throuffhout  the  colony,  and  it  was  not 
only  celebrated  here,  but  all  over  the  world. 


He  would  rather  see  the  vote  increased  to 
£1,000  than  that  it  should  be  cut  down.  There 
were  books  of  all  sorts  published  by  tbe  Govern- 
ment which  were  not  worth  the  paper  on  which 
they  were  printed,  while  here  was  a  record  of 
the  transactions  of  the  scientific  men  of  the 
colony  which  was  not  only  of  considerable 
value  now,  but  would  be  of  inestimable  value 
as  time  went  on.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would 
not  break  the  law  as  he  was  doing  by  reducing 
this  vote. 

Mr.  HOGG  was  very  glad  to  see  the  reduc- 
tion. He  would  like  to  Imow  how  many  people 
there  were  who  reebd  this  book  published  by  the 
New  Zealand  Institute.  He  had  always  re- 
garded it  as  a  great  piece  of  extravagance.  This 
New  Zealand  Institute  was  composed  of  a  few 
fossilised  antiquarians  who  met  together  and 
read  papers  on  moa-bones  and  dead  monkeys, 
and  that  sort  of  thing.  If  the  Institute  had 
succeeded  at  all,  it  had  been  in  making  itself 
ridiculous.  Some  of  these  individuals  were 
said  to  be  slightly  hairbrained  and  gone  upon 
science,  and  they  never  gave  any  practical  in- 
formation to  the  public.  If  they  gave  settlers 
information  as  to  now  they  could  destroy  pests, 
that  would  be  of  some  use ;  but  they  did  not 
do  so.  Why  should  this  £600  be  thrown  away  ? 
It  was  a  very  nice  amusement  for  the  gentle- 
men who  composed  the  Institute,  but  the  public 
were  realising  no  benefit  from  it.  It  was  all 
very  well  for  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  to  talk  about  these  scientific  clubs, 
but  we  were  living  in  a  utilitarian  age,  and 
there  were  a  number  of  excrescences  on  the 
body  politic  which  could  very  well  be  lopped  off 
without  any  injury  to  the  public  interest.  If 
this  New  ZeaJand  Institute  were  swept  away 
to-morrow  not  a  man  in  New  Zealand  would 
be  a  bit  the  poorer  for  it.  There  was  no  reason 
why  these  fossilised  antiquarians  should  not 
have  their  recreation,  but  they  should  have  it 
at  their  own  expense,  and  not  at  the  expense  of 
the  people  of  the  colony. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  thought  the  honourable  mem- . 
ber  for  Masterton  had  made  a  most  eloquent 
speech  in  favour  of  the  item.    It  was  perfectly 
plain  that  the  honourable  member  Imew  no- 
thing of  tbe  Institute  or  its  Transactions. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  considered  that  this 
money  was  well  spent.  The  collection  of  in- 
formation in  regard  to  our  flora  and  fauna  wbs 
just  now  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  flora  and 
fauna  were  being  quickly  exterminated.  He 
thought  that  in  a  young  country  such  as  this 
we  ought  to  devote  some  money  to  such  educa- 
tional and  scientific  purposes. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  the  cost  of  print- 
ing the  book  was  £528  10s.  6d.  Was  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand  that  that  was  in  eiddition 
to  the  £500  paid  to  the  Institute  ? 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  larger  portion  of  the 
£528  was  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Institute. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  did  not  think  the  sub- 
scriptions  of  members  amounted  to  very  much. 
He  thought  honourable  members  woiiQd  agree 
with  him  that  there  was  a  great  deal  printed  in 
that  volume  which  it  would  have  been  very 
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much  better  to  have  left  out.  He  thought  the 
£250  now  proposed  to  bo  paid  woiild  be  quite 
enough  to  pay  for  as  much  as  judicious  selec- 
tion would  nnd  was  necessary  to  be  preserved  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Institute.  The  volume 
was  not  carefully  revised.  There  were  many 
errors.  He  did  not  blame  the  Grovemment 
Printer  or  his  staff  at  all,  but  he  thought  the 
articles  were  not  corrected  as  they  should  be. 
He  was  afraid  Sir  James  Hector  had  not  the 
firmness  necessary  for  an  editor,  or  he  would 
keep  out  a  nimiber  of  the  papers  now  included 
in  the  volume.  It  appeared  as  if  the  various 
articles  went  to  the  Printing  Office  without 
revision.  It  would  therefore  probably  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  science  if  they  adhered  to 
the  £250,  as  it  would  be  better  for  the  Insti- 
tute itself  if  the  size  of  the  annual  volume 
were  reduced  by  one-half.  And  he  said  all  this 
not  in  opposition,  but  in  the  most  friendly 
spirit,  to  the  Institute,  which,  however,  was 
too  much  in  the  nature  of  a  clique.  It  ought 
to  be  more  popularised,  and  made  much  more 
useful  and  interesting  than  it  was. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  would  point  out  that  the 
oolony  got  in  exchange  for  this  volume  a  num- 
ber of  most  valuable  scientific  publications ;  in 
fact,  the  colony  got,  he  believed,  every  year 
publications  which  would  cost  severaJ  hundred  j 
pounds  to  obtain,  but  which  were  now  sent  j 
m  exchange  for  the  Transactions  of  the  Insti- 
tute. I 

Mr.  BTJGKLAND  was  sorry  that  the  vote  had 
been  reduced  in  the  way  in  which  it  had  been. 
He  thought  £500  was  little  enough  for  a  colony 
like  New  Zealand  to  spend  in  scientific  works. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Auckland  branch. 
They  were  struggling  along  to  keep  their  heads 
above  water;  and  it  would  be  a  poor  day  for 
the  colony  if,  in  bringing  down  other  things, 
they  were  also  to  bring  down  science.  Surely 
the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  did  not 
want  them  to  give  up  all  scientific  research. 
The  Institute's  publication  contained  a  number 
of  most  interesting  and  instructive  articles  on 
scientific  and  other  subjects,  and  he  was  certain 
that  it  contained  the  foundation  of  scientific 
work  and  research  which  the  colony  would 
never  regret  having  laid. 

Captain  BUS  SELL  said  an  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  had  referred  to  this  as 
being  a  utilitarian  age.  He  would  point  out  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  utilitarian- 
ism was  really  based  upon  science,  for  which 
this  century  had  been  so  remarkable,  so  that 
the  more  we  advanced  science  the  more  we 
benefited  the  utilitarian  age,  which  owed  its 
advances  to  science. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  Committee  seemed 
to  be  under  some  misapprehension  with  regard 
to  this  book.  The  Government  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  contents  of  the  book.  The  Insti- 
tute furnished  the  contents  of  the  book.  The 
(Government  printed  it,  the  Institute  paying 
a  slight  margin  on  the  cost  price. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  the  Institute  collected 

and  disseminated  most  valuable  information 

on  the  original  features  of  the  colony, — ^which 

were  many  of  them   passing  &way»— on  its 
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natural  history,  and  on  the  natural  resources  of 
the  colony.  The  development  of  these  natural 
resources  received  great  assistance  from  the 
labour  of  the  members  of  the  Institute.  It 
would  be  not  only  a  mistake  but  a  disgrace  for 
New  Zealand  to  make  a  reduction  in  this  vote, 
which  would  discourage,  and  might  lead  to  a 
cessation  of,  the  labours  of  this  Institute.  He 
deeply  regretted  that  any  Gk>veinment  of  New 
Zecdand  should  have  come  down  with  sacb  a 
proposal,  and  he  yet  hoped  they  would  hear 
from  the  Minister  a  statement  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  reconsider  the  matter. 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  the  Government,  in 
deciding  to  reduce  this  vote  by  one-half,  was 
prompted  to  that  course  in  the  firsd  place 
owing  to  the  necessity  that  existed  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  Colonial  Treasury  to  effect 
economies  in  every  direction.  This  was  one  of 
a  number  of  reductions  which  the  Government 
had  been  induced  to  make.  Applications  were 
coming  in  from  all  parts  of  the  colony  for  many 
important  and  urgent  works,  which  could  not, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  carried  out. 
The!  Government  therefore  looked  to  the  votes 
which  could  be  reduced  without  causing  any 
serious  inconvenience  to  the  colony.  This  was 
why  half  had  been  cut  off  this  particular  vote. 
Before  this  reduction  could  be  effected,  how- 
ever, it  would  be  neoessaiy  to  legislate,  and  if 
the  proposed  legislation  did  not  meet  with  the 
acceptance  of  the  House  it  would  be  necessary 
to  provide  the  other  £250  when  the  supple^ 
mentcbiy  estimates  were  going  through. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  if  the  Minister  would  do 
that. 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  if  the  legislation  to 
which  he  referred  did  not  pass  that  would  be 
the  course  that  would  have  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  FISH  thought  there  was  ample  evidence 
before  them  to  show  that  savings  might  be 
effected  in  other  departments.  He  asked  for 
an  explanation  of  the  item  of  £1,500  which 
was  set  down  for  insurance  on  the  old  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office  buildings,  claimed  by  the 
Wellington  Hospital  Trustees. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  old  Government  Print- 
ing Office  buildings  had  been  leased  by  the 
Government,  and  had  to  be  handed  back  at 
the  expiration  of  the  lease.  In  the  interval  the 
buildings  had  been  burnt  down,  and,  as  the 
Government  were  their  own  insurers,  they  had 
either  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  insurance  or 
else  restore  the  buildings.  They  had  decided 
upon  the  former  course. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  if  it  was  a  condition  of  the 
lease  that  the  buildings  should  be  insured  for 
£1,500. 

Mr.  WABD  said  it  was  a  condition  of  the 
lease  that  they  should  be  insured  for  £1,500. 

Mr.  FISH  said  these  buildings  could  have 
been  worth  nothing  like  £1,600  when  they 
were  burnt  down,  because  he  had  never  in  his 
life  seen  so  great  a  rookery.  It  was  a  far 
greater  extravagance  to  give  this  £1,500  to 
the  Wellington  Hospital  Trustees  than  to  give 
£500  to  the  New  Zealand  Institute.  On  the 
one  hand  they  had  extreme  niggardliness,  and 
on  the  other  laviah  generosity.    As  osual,  Wei- 
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lington  came  begging  to  the  TreaMxy  doon 
for  lomething  it  ought  not  to  receive.  It  was 
time  the  citjr  in  which  Parliament  sat  should 
be  disfranchised.  He  pressed  for  a  dearer 
esplanation  of  the  item. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  many  savings  could 
have  been  effected  under  the  heading  **  General 
Contingencies,  £7,233,"  which  appeared  higher 
np  in  the  estimates.  That  was  an  ezoeeed- 
inigly  interesting  item  when  gone  into.  As  the 
Government  had  been  obliged  to  reduce  by 
£250  the  vote  for  one  of  the  most  useful  works 
In  the  colony,  it  was  curious  to  learn  that 
hidden  away  in  this  large  vote  for  general  con- 
tingencies there  was  a  sum  of  £94-odd  for  oab- 
hize  for  less  than  a  mile.  If  they  spent  this 
£94-odd  in  helping  to  print  the  Transactions  of 
the  Institute  it  would  be  much  more  wisely  ex- 
pended than  upon  cab-hire.  As  regarded  this 
£1,500  for  the  Wellington  Hospital  Trustees, 
he  might  state  that  the  land  on  which  the 
old  Government  Printing  Office  stood  was  a 
hospital  endowment,  and  when  it  was  leased, 
with  the  buildings  upon  it,  to  the  Government 
for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years  it  was  a  con- 
dition of  the  lease  that  these  buildinp^  should 
be  given  np  at  the  end  of  the  term  m  a  state 
of  repair,  and,  of  course,  there  was  the  usual 
inrarance  clause,  and,  when  the  buildings  were 
burnt  down,  either  the  money  in  question  had 
to  be  refunded  or  the  buildings  had  to  be 
restored.  The  Government  had  no  option  in 
the  matter.  Upon  a  conference  being  held 
with  the  Trustees  it  was  thought  better  that 
an  arrangement  of  the  kind  that  was  now 
being  given  effect  to  should  be  made.  If  the 
Government  did  not  pay  over  the  £1,500  they 
wonld  have  to  restore  the  buildings. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  as  a  com- 
mentary  upon  the  honesty  of  the  Government 
in  pleading  that  they  were  forced  by  the  state 
of  tiie  Treasury  to  effect  such  economies  as 
the  reduction  of  the  vote  for  the  New  Zealand 
Institute,  he  would  direct  the  attention  of 
honourable  members  to  one  of  the  returns 
opon  the  table,  in  which  they  would  find  such 
items  as  these  :  Alterations  to  Government 
Buildings  since  January,  1891— Alterations  and 
additions,  painting,  tinting,  artistic  elabora- 
tion, furniture  and  furnishings,  caxpetings,  dra- 
peries, clocks — the  total  amounting  to  £1,433 
Os.  6d.  Such  expenditure  was  a  gross  extra- 
vagance, and  the  Government  must  plead  some 
other  excuse  for  their  reduction  of  the  vote  to 
the  New  Zealand  Institute.  Then,  why  had 
they  omitted  the  usual  vote  for  fire-brigade 
demonstrations,  some  £400  or  £500  ? 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  reason  why  the  last- 
mentioned  item  did  not  appear  was  that  the 
applications  had  not  come  in  when  the  esti- 
inates  were  made  up,  so  that  it  was  not  known 
what  amount  had  to  be  provided  for.  It  was 
intended  to  provide  for  it.  The  remark  of  the 
hanonrable  member  for  the  Hutt  about  the 
£94  incurred  for  cab-hire  within  a  mile  radius 
was  calculated  to  create  a  wrong  imnression 
unless  esrolained.  In  all  fairness  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ought  to  have  stated  that  the 
hue  was  incurred  in  the  reception  of  His  Ez- 


oellenoy  the  Governor  and  his  family.  With 
regard  to  the  old  Government  Printing  Office 
buildings,  the  Government  had,  under  the  lease, 
either  to  hand  over  the  buildings  at  the  end  of 
the  lease  or  to  hand  over  the  £1,500  of  insur- 
ance. Thev  had  to  do  the  one  thing  or  the 
other,  as  we  buildings  had  been  burnt.  It 
was  a  mere  matter  of  contract. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  the  Government  talked 
the  other  day  of  giving  a  bonus  for  the  manu- 
facture of  fiax,  but  he  saw  no  provision  made 
for  it  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  estimates  were  made  up 
at  that  time.    That  was  the  reason. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  if  the  Minister  would 
be  prepared  to  put  the  amount  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  Government  would  con- 
sider the  matter. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  the  item  of  £5,964, 
which  represented  the  amount  expended  last 
year  in  *'  General  Oontingenoies,"  was  one  upon 
which  economy  might  have  been  practised. 
He  wanted  to  know  if  it  included  travelling- 
allowances  of  Ministers,  £876,  and  travelling- 
expenses  of  Ministers,  £713. 

Mr.  WABD  said  there  was  a  return  on  the 
table  giving  the  full  particulars. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  had  taken  the  amounts 
from  that  return.  Did  that  include  the  whole 
of  the  travelling-expenses  of  Ministers,  or  were 
there  other  items  of  that  kind  ? 

Mr.  WABD  was  not  in  a  position  to  give  de- 
tailed information.  He  presumed  the  return 
spoke  for  itself. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  what  was  the  meaning 
of  the  item,  **  Freight  and  cartage,  £876." 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  was  the  contract  for 
cartage  in  Wellington,  which  was  a  large  item. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the 
item,  **  Travelling-expenses  of  labour  delegates, 
£28." 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  amount  had  been  on 
the  estimates  for  the  last  three  years.  It  was 
to  enable  the  labour  delegates  to  meet  in  Wel- 
lington to  discuss  matters  i^ecting  themselves. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  was  of  opinion  that  £7,000 
was  too  large  a  sum  for  contingencies,  and  he 
thought  £250  of  that  might  go  towards  re- 
storing the  Institute  vote.  They  should  stand 
by  every  department  of  the  educational  system, 
which,  he  maintained,  did  not  stop  at  the 
primary  schools.  He  would  like  to  have  some 
explanation  of  the  last  year's  item,  "  Bonus  for 
the  manufacture  of  iron — amount  expended, 
£800."  The  conditions  under  which  it  was  put 
in  the  Oauette  had  not  been  fulfilled,  and  he 
would  like  to  have  some  information  as  to  how 
that  £300  had  been  spent. 

Mr.  HOGG  would  like  to  know  who  got  the 
benefit  of  the  £94  paid  for  cab-hire  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Governor's  reception,  which  he 
thought  was  a  piece  of  unbounded  extravap 
gance. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  thought  the  vote  of  "  General 
Contingencies  "  ought  to  have  more  attention 
at  the  hands  of  the  Conmiittee  than  was 
ordinarily  paid  to  it.  He  found  scattered  all 
over  the  estimates  contingencies  amounting  tp 
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no  loBB  a  8um  than  over  £105,000.  Amongst 
other  items  he  might  instance  the  travelling- 
expenses  and  allowances  of  Ministers,  the 
expenditure  under  this  head  amounting  to 
£1,589;  beyond  which,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Hutt  informed  him,  items  amount- 
ing to  £1,800  appeared  elsewhere ;  and  he 
thought  the  Committee  ought'  to  have  before  it 
full  particulars  as  to  how  these  large  amounts 
had  been  expended.  All  the  items  included 
under  the  heading  of  "  General  Contingencies  " 
should  be  fully  set  out,  and  such  an  item  as, 
for  example,  the  amount  paid  to  the  Inspector 
of  Weights  and  Measures  ought  not  to  be  in- 
cluded in  contingencies,  but  should  appear  in 
the  estimates,  and  be  voted  as  a  salary  for  the 
Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures.  The  same 
objection  applied  to  a  great  many  sums  of 
money  which  were  paid  out  of  contingencies 
without  honourable  members  actually  knowing 
what  money  they  were  voting. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  with  regard  to  contingencies, 
he  could  assure  the  Committee  that  the  most 
scrupulous  care  was  being  exercised  by  Minis- 
ters concerning  the  expenditure  under  that 
heading.  It  was  impossible  for  Ministers  to 
say  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  what  the 
amount  of  contingencies  would  be  at  the  end 
of  the  year;  but  the  executive  officers  of  the 
various  departments  exercised  the  greatest 
care  over  their  subordinates  in  these  matters, 
and  they  were  most  carefully  scanned  by  Minis- 
ters betore  the  various  items  of  expenditure 
under  that  heading  were  authorised  by  them. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  thought  there  should 
he  some  better  explanation  given  as  to  why  the 
item  for  contingencies  was  so  much  increased 
this  year.  The  amount  put  down  for  Minis- 
ters' travelling-expenses  and  allowances  was 
£1,349  in  the  ''  Unauthorised  "  vote,  and  £1,589 
Os.  lid.  included  in  the  item  of  £7,233  for 
"  General  Contingencies."  Ministers  had  spent 
a  large  portion  of  the  time  in  travelling  from 
one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  advertising 
themselves,  while  their  Bills  had  not  been 
prepared.  He  thought  it  would  be  more  con- 
venient, and  would  satisfy  members  of  the 
House,  if  the  amounts  for  contingencies  were 
distributed  over  the  departments  to  which  the 
different  sums  belonged,  instead  of  being  dealt 
with  in  one  large  sum.  To  test  the  question, 
he  would  move,  That  the  item  be  reduced  by 
£500. 

Mr.  WARD  had  stated  already  the  position 
of  the  vote,  but  evidently  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  understand  him.  The 
actual  vote  taken  last  year  was  for  £7,000; 
the  actual  expenditure  had  been  £7,620.  The 
recoveries  that  had  taken  place  had  reduced 
this  amount  to  £5,964.  The  recoveries  were  in 
connection  with  the  cost  of  cables  on  account 
of  conversion  operations,  and  when  the  opera- 
tions were  completed  they  were  transferred  to 
the  conversion  account. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  complained  that  they  could 
not  criticize  the  item,  as  they  had  not  the  de- 
tails. That  was  what  he  complained  of.  Evi- 
dently the  Minister  had  the  details.  The  items 
ought  to  be  shown  under  certain  heads.  Such 
Mr.  DiUhifi 


large  sums  should  not  be  voted  in  a  general 
fashion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  thought  the  Confmiittee 
would  not  be  doing  its  duty  if  it  did  not  enter 
its  strongest  protest  against  the  manner  in 
which  the  present  Ministers  had  refused  to 
give  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  the  detailB 
of  their  personal  expenditure, — their  podcet- 
money.  The  information  had  always  been 
given  by  past  Governments  whenever  asked 
for.  He  felt  strongly  the  position  taken  up 
by  Ministers;  it  was  a  contemptible  position, 
and  he  would  be  prepared  to  olock  the  esti- 
mates until  they  obtained  a  promise  that 
Ministers  would  lay  full  details  before  the 
House.  The  expenses  were  extravagantly  high, 
although  many  of  the  Ministers  did  not  travel 
at  all,  and  what  was  wanted  was  to  **  bell  the 
cat."  The  Committee  would  not  take  the 
slightest  exception  to  any  reasonable  expenses, 
but  the  Gk>vemment  were  endeavouring  to 
withhold  information. 

Mr.  McLean  would  like  to  inform  the 
Committee  as  to  the  amount  spent  by  the 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite,  when  in  office, 
on  travelling  -  expenses.  In  the  last  year  of 
office  they,  spent  £7,492,  and  the  year  before 
£7,208,  under  this  item  of  contingencies.  Their 
travelling-expenses  in  1889-90  came  to  £1,500 
2s.  6d. ;  those  of  officers,  £494  16s.  9d. ;  as 
against  the  present  Government's  expenditure 
of  £876.  In  the  previous  year  the  travelling- 
expenses  of  Ministers  amounted  to  £931  4s.  9d.; 
for  officers,  £197  5s.  7d. ;  and  in  the  two  years 
the  previous  Ministry  spent  nearly  £2,000  more 
than  the  present  Government  in  the  same  time. 

Mr.  FISH  thought  the  argument  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
McLean)  was  an  erroneous  one.  It  was  no 
argument,  when  charged  with  making  an  im- 
proper expenditure,  to  turn  round  and  say  to 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite,  *^  You  did  the 
same  thing."  It  must  be  admitted  that  the 
Ministers  had  fallen  away  from  the  profession 
which  they  had  mode  on  this  point  when  in 
opposition.  It  was  obvious  that  the  continual 
travellings  and  junketings  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  were  very  costly.  He  had  always 
opposed  these  large  votes  for  contingencies. 
They  were  not  characteristic  of  this  Govern- 
ment alone,  but  of  every  Government ;  and 
when  the  Atkinson  Goverimient  were  in  office 
he  had  opposed  these  votes  just  as  much  as 
he  did  now.  One  of  the  strongest  grievances 
he  had  against  the  present  Gk>vernment  was, 
that  they  had  promised  to  reform  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  past,  and  they  had  not  done  so, 
but  had  been  equally  bad  with  their  prede- 
cessors in  this  matter. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  question  was 
not  a  comparison  between  the  expenditure  by 
the  previous  Government  and  that  by  the 
present  Gk>vernment.  What  honourable  mem- 
bers complained  of  was  that  the  Government 
would  not  furnish  the  House  with  a  detailed 
account  of  their  travelling-expenses. 

Mr.  BICHARDSON  said  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Cicy  |Mr.  MoLean) 
would  look  at  a  return  which  nad  been  laia 
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on  the  table  this  sesBion  he  wonld  see  that 
in  his  remarks  he  had  been  doing  the  late 
Qovemment  an  injustice.  The  travelling-ex- 
penses  had  materiaJly  incxeased  since  the  pre- 
sent Gk>Temment  took  office.  However,  even 
Mwnming  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
z^t,  the  late  Government  never  refused  to 
give  details  of  their  pocket-money,  while  the 
present  Ministry  would  not  give  any  informa- 
tion at  all.  It  was  not  creditable  to  Minis- 
ters that  they  should  take  up  such  a  position. 
The  House  had  a  right  to  demand  that  mforma- 
tion,  and  the  giving  of  it  would  very  greatly 
facilitate  the  getting  on  with  the  business. 

Mr.  SHERA  would  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment, but  was  of  opinion  that  a  return  should 
be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  within  four- 
teen days  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  of  the 
details  of  the  contingencies  in  every  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  where  they 
were  to  find  the  further  travelling-expenses  of 
Ministers.  In  the  "Unauthorised  Expendi- 
ture Account "  there  was  a  sum  of  £1,349  for 
travelling-expenses.  Was  any  portion  of  that 
included  in  the  vote  of  £5,964  of  which  they 
had  been  speaking? 

Mr.  WARD  said  £876  was  included  in  it. 
The  return  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had,  showed  that  the  travelling-allowances  for 
the  year  were  £1,849. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  whether  that  was  in  the 
"  Unauthorised  expenditure." 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  could  only  speak  to  the 
vote  now  under  discussion. 

Mr.  FERGUS  would  point  out  that  one  vote 
explained  the  other.  Why  should  not  the 
House  be  given  this  information  ?  Why  should 
Ministers  be  afraid  to  put  a  return  of  their  per- 
sonal expenses  on  the  table  so  that  all  honour- 
able members  could  see  them?  If  they  had 
been  extravagant,  let  them  say  that  they  had 
been  so  for  colonial  purposes.  The  House  was 
not  going  to  deal  hardly  with  them, — they  had 
a  Iflkise  majority  at  their  back.  The  Treasurer 
should  promise,  before  the  estimates  were  com- 
pleted, that  a  full  detailed  return  of  these  ex- 
penses would  be  placed  on  the  table,  as  had 
always  been  done. 

Mr.  MOORE  thought  it  was  a  pity  Ministers 
had  not  given  a  return  of  their  travelling-ex- 
penses. Under  the  law.  Ministers  were  allowed 
to  expend  up  to  £1,000  in  travelling-expenses. 
Therefore  this  £1,349  was  in  addition  to  the 
amount  authorised  by  Parliament.  Putting 
these  two  amounts  together,  it  would  be  seen 
that  Ministers  had  spent  £2,349  during  the 
year.  If  Ministers  hflbd  taken  the  House  into 
their  confidence  it  would  have  been  very  much. 
better  for  them,  and  would  have  saved  all  that 
trouble.  Honourable  members  had  repeatedly 
tried  during  the  session  to  get  returns  from 
Ministers,  but,  unfortunately,  they  had  not 
been  able  to  get  the  information.  Of  course, 
H  Ministers  found  that  it  was  necessary  to 
spend  this  money,  he  presumed  the  House 
would  grant  it ;  but  when  they  had  the  ac- 
oonnta  put  before  them  in  such  a  way  that 


members  could  not  understand  them  honour- 
able members  naturally  were  suspicious. 

Mr.  WARD  said  honourable  members  were 
apparently  overlooking  the  fact  that  in  the  "  Un- 
authorised Expenditure  Account "  the  amount 
of  travelling-allowances  was  stated  vezy  clearly 
to  be  £1,849.  Ministers  had  been  willing  to 
grant  returns  for  travelling  -  expenses  for  the 
financial  year,  but  they  objected  to  returns  for 
special  dates  fixed  by  members.  The  usual 
course  was  for  returns  to  be  for  the  financial 
year.  There  was  no  desire  on  the  part  of  Minis- 
ters to  shield  or  cover  up  anything  in  connec- 
tion with  Ministerial  allowances. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  think  the  Minister's 
explanation  was  satisfactory.  He  wanted  to 
know  whether  this  £876  was  additional. 

Mr.  WARD  had  already  informed  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  the  £876  was  a  part  of  the 
£1,849. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  hoodwinking  the 
House.  He  might  point  out  that  the  "Un- 
authorised expenditure  "  did  not  show  the  whole 
amount,  because  a  certain  sum  was  authorised 
by  Act.  He  wanted  the  Minister  to  give  his 
word  that  the  travelling-expenses  of  Ministers 
only  amounted  to  £1,849  during  the  financial 
year. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  they  had  spent  an  hour 
on  the  question  of  travelling-allowances.  He 
always  noticed  that  when  a  party  had  nothing 
else  to  find  fault  with  a  Government  for  they 
took  up  the  question  of  travelling-allowances. 
He  thought  Ministers'  salaries  ought  to  be  in- 
creased, and  they  ought  to  have  no  travelling- 
allowances  at  all,  and  then  they  could  travel 
where  they  pleased.  In  the  end,  that  would 
be  more  economical.  He  submitted,  further, 
that  it  was  in  the  interests  of  good  government 
that  Ministers  should  travel ;  and  he  thought 
it  was  a  great  mistake  that  they  should  be  kept 
continually  in  Wellington.  Since  the  abolition 
of  the  provincial  system  of  government  it  had 
become  absolutely  necessary,  if  the  affairs  of 
the  colony  were  to  be  well  administered,  that 
Ministers  should  travel  through  the  different 
parts  of  the  colony.  He  thought  it  was  some- 
what of  a  mean  thing  to  be  continually  quarrel- 
ling about  travelling-allowances  and  -expenses. 

Mr.  RIQHARDSON  said  MinUters  had  stated 
that  out  of  the  £1,000  authorised  under  special 
Act  £876  had  been  charged  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  contingency  vote.  He  did  not  know 
liow  moneys  paid  under  "  special  Act "  could 
be  lawfully  charged  to  any  departmental  vote. 

Mr.  WARD  said  there  was  a  return  which 
showed  the  whole  allowances  and  expenses  of 
Ministers.    He  thought  it  was  B.-25. 

Mr.  FERGUS  asked  if  he  understood  cor- 
rectly that  the  Minister  was  prepared  to  have 
a  return  fumi^ed  showing  Ministers'  expenses 
and  travelling-aJlowances  for  the  last  five  or  six 
years,  from  the  81st  March  to  the  81st  March 
of  each  year.  Such  a  return  would  show  the 
travelling-expenses  of  individual  Ministers  of 
both  the  last  and  the  present  Government. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  it  was  not  a  question  as 
to  whether  Ministers'  travelling-expenses  were 
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a  few  hundreds  more  or  less,  but  whether  the 
Committee  had  been  correctly  informed  as  to 
the  total  expenditure  for  this  purpose.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  amount  was 
ig2,989  4s.  lid.  or  £2,068  48.  lid.  In  the  re- 
turn of  "  Unauthorised  "  the  sum  was  set  down 
as  £1,849.  In  the  return  put  on'  the  table  to 
the  order  of  the  House  on  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara,  and  headed, 
**Beturn  showing  Details  of  the  Amount  ex- 
pended during  the  Year  1892-98,  under  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  Vote— Miscellaneous  and 
General  Contingencies,"  there  were  details  of 
the  amount  paid  during  the  year  ending  81st 
March,  1893.  The  return  was  marked  **  159h.'* 
Unless  these  figures  were  mixed  up  in  an  ex- 
traordinary manner,  the  total  amount  which 
had  been  expended  on  allowances  and  travel- 
ling-expenses was  £2,989 ;  and  the  House  re- 
quired to  be  assured  whether  that  was  correct 
or  not. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  questions  asked  both  by 
the  last  speaker  and  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wakatipu  were  unnecessary,  as  both 
honourable  gentlemen  could  ascertain  the  in- 
formation for  themselves  by  reference  to  the 
return  marked  "  B.-25a,'*  which  was  placed  on 
the  table  last  year  and  also  this  yeax.  They 
would  find  there  the  amounts  of  Ministers' 
salaries,  travelling -allowances  and  -expenses, 
and  residences.  The  whole  information  asked 
for  was  included  in  these  returns. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  Return  154b  showed 
that  in  1887-88,  the  first  year  of  the  Atkinson 
Government's  aidministration,  the  eJlowances 
and  expenses  of  Ministers  amounted  to  £1,518, 
next  year  to  £1,162,  and  the  year  following 
that  to  £1,696.  The  year  1891  was  a  mixed 
year,  covered  partially  by  the  Atkinson  Adminis- 
tration and  partially  by  that  of  the  present 
Government,  and  in  that  year  the  amount  was 
£1,873.  In  1892,  the  first  full  year  of  the  present 
Government,  the  amount  rose  to  £2,187,  and 
last  year  it  was  £2,087.  How,  then,  could  they 
say  there  had  been  no  increase  in  the  Minis- 
terial travelling-allowances  and  -expenses  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  that  in  1885-86  the 
amount  spent  under  this  head  was  £2,100, 
while  in  the  two  highest  years  of  the  Atkinson 
Government  they  had  spent  £975  more  than 
the  present  Government  had  spent ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  present  Government  had  spent 
£652  more  than  the  Atkinson  Government  had 
done  in  its  two  lowest  years. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  say  whether,  at  the  leisure  of  the 
Government,  before  the  end  of  the  session, 
they  would  lay  on  the  table  a  return  for  each 
financial  year,  giving  the  expenses  of  each 
Minister. 

Mr.  WARD  would  read  from  the  return,  whicdi 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  had  been 
good  enough  to  hand  him,  the  information 
the  honourable  member  was  asking  him  for. 
The  salaries,  travelling  -  allowances  and  -ex- 
penses, and  residences  of  Ministers  amounted 
in  1886-86  to  a  total  of  £14,712  ;  in  1886-87,  to 
£18,036;  in  1887-88,  to  £10,494;  in  1888-89, 
to  £7,642;  in  1889-90,  to  £7,785;  in  1890-91,  to 
Mr.  Wright 


£7,661 ;  in  1891-92,  to  £8,766 ;  and  in  1892-98, 
to  £8,652.  Now,  as  he  had  already  said,  thai 
return  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  last 
year,  and  it  was  again  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  this  year.  In  addition  to  that,  the 
return  of  <*  Unauthorised  expenditure  "  showed 
that  the  £1,000  had  been  exceeded  by  £349.  The 
only  thing  not  contained  in  these  returns  was 
a  statement  of  the  expenditure  from  the  80Ui 
June  to  the  80th  June.  The  figures  he  had 
given  covered  the  full  period. 

Mr.  RHODES  said  what  was  asked  for  was, 
that  the  Government  should  give  the  travelling- 
allowances  and  -expenses  of  each  individual 
Minister.  The  figures  just  quoted  by  the  Minis- 
ter gave  them  in  gloho, 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  predecessors  in 
office  of  the  present  Government  had  been  oc-- 
customed  to  give  the  amounts  paid  to  each 
Minister  for  travelling- allowances, -expenses, 
and  residences.  Why  would  not  the  present 
Government  follow  the  same  course?  What 
had  they  got  to  hide?  Members  were  not 
asking  for  the  total  amount ;  they  wanted  to 
get  the  details. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Minister  had  not 
answered  his  question.  Would  he  undertake  to 
lay  on  the  table,  before  the  end  of  the  session, 
a  detailed  return  giving  the  expenses  of  each 
individual  Minister  for  any  periods — say  for 
each  financial  year,  and  going  oack  three  or  six 
years,  or  as  long  as  he  liked?  If  the  Minis- 
ter had  nothing  to  conceal,  why  should  he 
refuse  ?  He  knew  that  the  return  would  cost 
nothing. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  honourable  members 
were  changing  their  ground  entirely.  They 
began  by  saying  the  Government  had  not  shown 
the  amount  of  Ministers'  travelling-allowances 
and  -expenses,  and  it  was  then  shown  that  a 
return  giving  the  information  had  been  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House ;  and,  moreover,  they 
were  told  that,  under  "  Unauthorised,"  the  ex- 
penditure was  £349  in  excess  of  £1,000.  They' 
said  that  that  did  not  include  everything.  He 
then  quoted  from  a  return  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House  last  year,  and  again  this  year,  giving 
every  item.  The  honourable  member  for  Ma- 
taura  now  asked  them  to  furnish  the  details. 
He  could  not  give  him  the  details  that  night ; 
it  was  impossible.  He  suggested  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  follow  the  usual 
course,  by  asking,  in  the  ordinary  way,  for  a 
return. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  this  was  a  most 
unsatisfactory  reply.  The  Minister  was  aware 
that  all  his  motions  for  returns  were  opposed. 
He  also  knew  what  was  wanted — that  was,  the 
expenses  of  each  Minister— and  that  such  a  re- 
turn would  cost  nothing ;  and  he  (Mr.  Richard- 
son) took  the  Minister's  answer  to  be  a  round- 
about way  of  saying  No. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  the  Minister  had  placed 
the  information  he  had  given  before  the  House 
in  an  unfair  way.  If  he  took  the  last  two 
years  of  the  late  Government's  administration, 
it  would  be  seen  that  in  1889-90  the  expenditure 
was  £7,785,  and  in  1890-91  £7,781 ;  while  in 
the  first  year  of  the  present  Adxxiinistratioii  the 
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total  was  £8,766,  and  for  1892-98  £8,652. 
This  showed  that  during  the  r€ffime  of  the 
present  Goyemment  the  expenditure  had  oon- 
sidexahly  inoreaaed.  With  regard  to  house- 
allowances  to  Ministers,  he  found  that  in 
1889-90  the  late  Government  spent  £576,  and 
in  1890-91  only  £407 ;  while  the  present  Govern- 
ment spent  in  1891-92  £864,  and  in  189^93 
£955.  Therefore  these  expenses  also  had  been 
bogely  increased.  Then,  in  Beturn  B.-154, 
laid  on  the  table,  it  would  be  seen  that  Minis- 
ters themselves  admitted  that  the  travelling- 
expenses  and  -allowances  had  been  considerably 
increased.  In  1889-90  they  were  shown  as 
£1,696 ;  in  1890-91,  £1,373 ;  in  1891-92,  £2,137; 
in  1892-93,  £2,087.  The  last  two  years*  ex- 
penses, being  the  present  Government's,  showed 
an  increase  of  £1,155.  The  Minister  doubtless 
did  not  intend  to  mislead  in  the  statement  he 
made,  but  it  was  misleading  all  the  same. 

The  Committee   divided    on  the  question, 
•'  That  the  item  be  reduced  by  £500.*' 
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Lawry 
McGuire 
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Saunders 

Paibs. 


RoUeston 
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Swan. 

Telhrs. 
Harkness 
Wright. 

Seddon 
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Smith,  W.  0. 
Stout 
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Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
WUUs. 

Tellers. 
MiUs,C.H. 
Smith,  E.  M. 


For. 
Hamlin 
Hutchison,  G. 
Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mills,  J. 
Valentine 
Wilson. 


Againet. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Mackintosh 
Dawson 
Fraser 
Taylor 
Hall-Jones 
O'Conor. 
It,  16. 


Majority 

Amendment  negatived. 

Hr.  ALLEN  said  that  some  time  ago  a  bonus 
o€  £500  had  been  promised  for  the  first  twenty- 
five  miles  of  wire-netting  manufactured.  He 
understood  that  was  likely  to  be  claimed  this 
year,  and  he  would  like  to  know  whether  the 
amount  would  be  put  on  the  suf^lementary 
estimates. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  came  under  the  agri- 
cultural estimates. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wished  to  draw  attention 
to  the  item,  "  Compassionate  allowance  to 
widow  of  G.  Sampson,  £150."   He  would  ask  if 


the  Government  would  consider  the  propriety 
of  putting  some  additional  sum  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates.  Sampson  had  served  the 
colony  forty  years,  twenty-two  years  of  which 
service  had  been  consecutive. 

Mr.  WARD  said  Sampson  was  not  a  Civil 
servant.  His  widow  was  to  receive  the  amount 
of  one  year's  salary.  He  could  not  make  a 
promise  of  the  kind  the  honourable  gentleman 
asked  for,  but  would  promise  that  the  matter 
would  be  considered  by  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  TANNER  would  like  to  be  informed 
whether  the  bonus  for  the  manufacture  of  salt 
was  still  under  ofier. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was. 

Vote,  £13,966,  agreed  to. 

Class  V. — Postal  and  Telsobaph. 
Postal  and  Telegraph  salaries,  £175,931. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved,  That  progress 
be  reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 
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For. 
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Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mills,  J. 
Mitchelson 
Valentine 
Wilson. 


Against. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Mackintosh 
Dawson 
Fraser 
Taylor 
McKenzie,  J. 
Ward 
O'Conor. 


Majority  sgainst,  12. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  it  was  rumoured  that  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Postal  and  Telegraph 
Department  was  about  to  retire  during  tne 
present  year,  and  there  had  been  speculation  as 
to  who  would  be  his  successor.  He  would  like 
to  know  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the  rumour, 
and,  if  so,  who  was  to  take  the  place  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  filled  that  office  for  so 
many  years. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  in  any  way  force  the  retire- 
ment of  the   Superintendent.     He  had  been 
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many  years  in  that  position,  and  was  leoognised 
to  be  a  capable  officer,  whose  services  could 
still  be  of  great  value  to  the  country.  That 
officer  had,  however,  offered  to  retire  on  a 
pension.  The  Government  had  not  yet  con- 
sidered that  proposal.  He  might,  however,  say 
that  the  Superintendent  was  entitled  to  retire 
on  a  pension,  and  if  he  wished  to  do  so  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  stand  in  his  way ;  but  the 
Government  would  be  glad  to  retain  his  services 
if  he  could  see  his  way  to  remain  in  the  Service. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  name  a  successor. 

Mr.  FERGUS  wished  the  Government  had 
followed  the  same  course  in  other  cases.  A 
number  of  officers  had  been  allowed  to  retire 
who  were  just  as  competent  as  the  present 
Superintendent  to  do  their  work.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  they  now  drew  good  pensions, 
and  were  going  about  the  streets  doing  nothing. 
He  thought  that  was  most  deplorable. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  he  had  known  this  gentle- 
man for  a  great  many  years — in  fact,  had 
selected  him  for  the  service ;  and  he  could  not 
hear  of  his  contemplated  retirement  without 
saying  that,  however  anxious  the  Government 
might  be  to  fill  the  vacancy  adequately,  they 
never  would  be  able  to  find  a  man  who  would 
do  the  colony  such  service  as  he  had  done.  If 
by  any  means  they  could  induce  him  to  con- 
tinue in  the  employment  of  the  colony  they 
would  be  doing  New  Zealand  a  great  service. 

Mr.  WABD  might  say,  in  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waka- 
tipu,  that  the  cases  to  which  that  honourable 
gentleman  had  alluded  were  dealt  with  each 
upon  its  merits  at  the  time  they  were  under 
consideration.  It  would  be  Impossible  for  him 
to  detail  to  the  honourable  gentleman  the  cir- 
cumstances which  influenced  the  Government 
in  arriving  at  the  conclusion  they  arrived  at  in 
each  case. 

Mr.  FEBGUS  entirely  indorsed  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere  with 
reference  to  the  Superintendent.  It  did  seem 
to  him  very  curious  that  the  Chief  Postmasters 
in  Dunedin  and  Lawrence,  who  seemed  to  be 
very  capable  men,  should  be  retired  after  they 
had  reached  the  limit  of  sixty  years.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  they  were  capable  of  per- 
forming their  duties,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
was  treating  men  well  to  turn  them  out  in 
their  old  age.  Numbers  of  these  men  so  re- 
tired had  lost  the  little  amount  they  got  in 
compensation,  and  from  time  to  time  were 
coming  to  that  House  suing  in  formcL  pauperis 
for  something  to  maintain  them  in  their  old 
age.  He  was  sorry  to  see  them  going  about 
the  streets  now.  He  considered  that  the  com- 
pensation given  to  them  was  entirely  inade- 
quate to  the  services  they  had  rendered  in  the 
past. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed  that  there  was  an 
increase  for  letter-carriers  on  the  estimates. 
Would  that  provide  for  an  additional  delivery 
at  St.  Albans,  where  one  delivery  per  diem  was 
found  to  be  inadequate  to  the  requirements  of 
the  place  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  strongly  supported  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  would  oall 
Mr.  Ward 


the  attention  of  his  honourable  colleague  to  th» 
necessity  that  existed  for  an  additional  delivery 
at  St.  Albans. 

Mr.  WARD  said  if  the  honourable  gentlemen 
would  make  representations  and  furnish  him 
with  details  he  would  look  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  SANDFORD  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  was  prepared  to  favourably 
consider  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
unfortunate  mailman  between  Inglewood  and 
Purangi  was  working.  The  road  was  impassable 
for  horse-traffic,  and  the  work  had  to  be  per- 
formed on  foot,  making  it  exceedingly  arduous, 
and  occupying  much  time.  The  price  paid  for 
the  contract  was  so  low  as  to  make  it  something 
worse  than  sweating,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister 
would  grant  the  man  some  concession  in  the 
shape  of  a  bonus. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  look  into  the 
matter. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  the  department  had 
been  approached  on  this  subject,  and  the  reply 
was  not  a  very  favourable  one :  it  was  stated 
that  this  man  had  contracted  to  do  it  for  a 
certain  sum.  He  wished  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  if  it  was  the  Gk}vemment*s  intention 
to  construct  a  telegraph-  or  telephone-line  from 
New  Plymouth  to  Mokau. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  question  would  be 
considered  when  the  public -works  estimates 
were  before  the  House. 

Vote,  £175,931,  agreed  to. 

Telegraph  cable  subsidies,  £4,809. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  if  the  Minister  would 
explain  what  amount  merchants  had  contri- 
buted towards  reducing  the  amount  of  cable 
subsidies  the  colony  was  liable  for. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  was  the  full  amount  the 
colony  was  liable  xfor.  The  merchants  con- 
tributed one -third  over  and  above  that  pro- 
vided in  the  estimates. 

Vote,  £4,809,  agreed  to. 

Conveyance  of  mails  by  sea,  £88,045. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  there  was  no  sum  down 
for  telegraph  extension. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  would  be  provided  for 
in  the  public-works  estimates. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  if  there  was  to  be  any 
finality  to  the  cost — which  was  growing— of 
the  San  Francisco  mail-service,  and  what  was 
the  basis  of  payment. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  depended  entirely  upon 
the  quantity  of  mail-matter  conveyed.  The 
payment  was  on  the  basis  of  weight.  The 
greater  the  quantity  carried  the  larger  the 
amount  the  colony  had  to  pay. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  what  were  the  Govern- 
ment proposals  with  regard  to  the  San  Fran- 
cisco service  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  the 
arrangement  with  the  Union  Steamship  Com- 
pany was  for  only  one  year. 

Tsix.  WARD  would  inform  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  in  1890  Parliament  decided  to 
renew  the  service  for  three  years,  ending  in 
1894 ;  and  that  contracts  had  been  made  from 
year  to  year. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  what  were  the  terms  the 
Imperial  Post  Office  agreed  to. 
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ICi.  DUTHIE  wished  to  point  oat  the  inoon- 
venience  in  dates  of  the  arrival  and  despatch 
ol  the  San  Francisco  mails.  The  postpone- 
ment of  one  week  in  despatch  from  London 
woold  not,  he  feared,  suit  the  coastal  service. 

Mr.  WABD,  in  reply  to  the  last  two  qoes- 
iionst  would  say  that  the  Imperial  Post  Office 
oontrihuted  so  much  a  pound  on  the  weight 
of  the  mails .  carried.  The  colony  paid  the 
transit-rates  from  San  Francisco  to  ITew  York, 
and  the  Imperial  Government  paid  the  transit- 
rates  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco.  The 
despatch  from  London  would  be  made  a  week 
lAter,  commencing  next  montii,  and  he  thought 
tiie  change  a  suitable  one.  The  coastal  service 
would  be  similarly  altered. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  thought  it  would  have  been 
better  had  a  fortnight  been  allowed.  It  would 
have  suited  the  coastal  service  better. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  what  the  colony  paid  for 
the  transit  of  the  mails  from  New  York  to 
Xjondon. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  rate  across  the  Atlan- 
tic was  Is.  9}d.  per  pound  for  letters,  and  2Jd. 
per  pound  for  other  articles. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  if  the  service  was  paying 
for  itself. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  actual  cost  to  the  colony 
last  year  was  £7,486  over  and  above  everything. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  would  point  out  the  increase 
in  the  San  Francisco  service.  There  was  an 
inorease  of  25  per  cept.  since  the  previous 
year. 

Mr.  WARD  informed  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  the  increase  in  the  vote  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  payment  for  six  months  of  the 
previous  year  on  account  of  American  and 
Atlantic  transit  was  included  in  this  year's 
'Vote.  The  payment  was  really  for  eighteen 
months  instead  of  twelve. 

Sir  J.  HALL  thought  the  present  position 
of  this  service  was  unsatisfactory.  It  seemed 
that  the  more  letters  were  sent  by  San  Fran- 
eieoo  the  more  money  the  colony  lost.  Who 
was  the  Resident  Agent  in  San  Francisco 
now? 

Mr.  WARD  said,  Mr.  Smith,  an  old  New 
Zealand  postal  o£&cer.  He  was  very  well 
xeeonmiended,  and  would  fulfil  the  duties  very 
creditably. 

Vote,  £33,045,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Conveyance  of  inland  mails,  £27,180, 
•greed  to. 

Vote,  Conveyance  of  mails  by  railway,  £1,000, 
agreed  to. 

Vote,  Miscellaneous,  £45,850,  agreed  to. 

CzjLss  VII.— Stamp  aitd  Dbsds  Dbpabtmbnt. 

Stamp  Department,  £4,555. 

Mr.  RHODES  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
nent  had  received  petitions  regarding  the 
zafnnd  of  probate  duty. 

Mr.  REEVES  said,  Yes ;  the  matter  was 
mider  the  consideration  of  Cabinet. 

Vote,  £4,555,  agreed  to. 

Land  and  Deeds  Registry,  £14,715. 

Mr.  RHODES  mentioned  that  the  titles  to 
the  Cheviot  Estate   were  now  registered  in 
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Nelson.  He  suggested  that  it  would  be  better 
that  the  registration  of  the  titles  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Christchuroh  Registry,  as  the 
Cheviot  was  in  the  Land  District  of  Canter- 
bury. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  suggestion  was  a  good 
one,  and  he  would  see  that  it  was  carried  out. 

Vote,  £14,715,  agreed  to. 

Class  viii. — Ministzb  of  Education. 

Vote,  Head  office,  £2,411,  agreed  to. 

Public  schools,  £857,075. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  what  provision  the 
Minister  proposed  to  make  for  normal  schools. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that  £600  was  to  be  given 
to  these  schools.  There  were  only  two  of  them, 
and  th^  would  receive  £800  each. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  what  provision  was 
to  be  made  for  school-buildings. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  hardly  knew  whether 
he  would  be  right  in  anticipating  the  Public 
Works  Statement  without  first  consulting  the 
Premier.  He  might,  however,  he  thought,  say 
that  there  would  be  a  very  much  larger  vote  for 
school-buildings  this  year  than  there  was  last 
year. 

Vote,  £857,075,  agreed  to. 

Native  schools,  £12,470. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  issued  fresh  regulations  with  regard 
to  tiiese  schools.  He  regretted  to  see  it,  be- 
cause, unless  he  was  mistaken,  it  would  lead  to 
a  lower  standard  of  Native-school  teachers,  in 
consequence  of  the  reduction  of  their  salaries. 
As  he  understood  these  regulations,  the  salaries 
would  be  made  much  more  strictly  dependent 
than  heretofore  upon  the  attendcmce  at  the 
schools.  They  knew  how  variable  the  attend- 
ance at  Native  schools  was.  In  some  of  them 
the  attendance  must  necessarily  be  low,  and 
were  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  reduced  accord- 
ingly the  class' of  teachers  would  deteriorate 
proportionately.  It  was  impossible  to  secure 
the  services  of  efficient  Native-school  teachers 
unless  the  Government  paid  the  market  rate  for 
the  ability  and  character  required.  This  was 
an  item  on  which  the  House  could  afford  to  be 
generous.  It  was  the  one  boon  to  the  Natives 
on  which  no  mistake  could  be  made,  and  the 
colony  would  get  a  liberal  interest  on  the  money 
expended.  He  therefore  hoped  the  Minister 
would  reconsider  the  departure  he  had  made 
during  the  recess — a  departure,  no  doubt,  made 
with  the  idea  that  it  would  be  in  the  interests 
of  the  colony.  He  could  not  help  feeling,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  altc^ether  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion. 

Mr.  SHERA  quite  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down.  He 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  that  very 
probably  in  the  near  future  the  Maoris  would 
be  on  the  electoral  roll  in  the  same  way  as 
Europeans,  and  it  was  most  desirable  that  they 
should  be  as  well  educated  as  possible.  There 
was  ho  doubt  that  this  vote  should  not  be  re- 
duced. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  whether  the  Native* 
school  teachers  were  paid  on  the  strict-  or  the 
working-average. 
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Mr.  REEVES  said,  on  the  working-average. 
He  might  say  that  the  alterations  made  had 
not  caused  a  falling-off  in  the  quality  of  the 
teachers.  The  host  class  of  teachers  were  still 
heing  employed,  and  he  had  been  obliged,  with 
regret,  to  get  rid  of  some  of  an  inferior  class. 
He  and  the  officers  of  his  department  consi- 
dered that  the  efficiency  of  the  Native  schools 
was  never  greater  than  it  was  at  present.  It 
was  with  regret  that  he  had  made  me  change. 

Vote,  £12,470,  agreed  to. 

Yote,  Industrial  schools,  £10,482,  agreed  to. 

School  for  Deaf-mutes,  £2,762. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  the  Minister  to  say 
whether  it  was  proposed  to  continue  the  in- 
stitution where  it  was  at  present,  and  what 
changes  had  been  made  in  the  administration. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  most  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  had  been  adopted :  in 
fact,  they  had  been  pretty  well  resolved  upon 
before  the  Committee  sat.  The  office  of  Director 
and  teacher  had  been  entirely  separated  from 
the  boarding  of  the  pupils,  and  a  Matron  and 
Steward  had  been  appointed  to  attend  to  the 
domestic  affairs.  In  addition  to  that,  the 
system  of  having  what  were  called  **  parlour 
boarders'*  had  been  discontinued,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  House  having  evidently  expressed 
a  disapproval  of  that  system.  Then,  certain 
technical  appliances  had  been  obtained,  and 
pupils  who  could  be  taught  manual  work  were 
educated  in  the  use  of  those  appliances.  Some 
changes  had  also  been  made  in  salaries — ^£50 
had  been  taken  off  the  salary  of  the  Director, 
because  he  had  been  relieved  of  some  of  the 
work  he  had  previously  carried  out.  Again,  he 
had  appointed  local  Visitors,  with  a  view  of 
getting  a  closer  supervision  over  this  school,  and 
he  intended  to  have  at  least  three  Visitors,  who 
would  pay  some  attention  to  the  establishment. 
With  regard  to  the  site  of  the  school,  he  was 
sorry  to  say  there  was  no  prospect  of  changing 
it  at  present.  The  Government  had  a  lease 
of  the  present  site,  and  must  continue  there 
for  the  better  part  of  three  years.  Besides 
that,  it  would  take  £5,000  to  put  up  a  proper 
building  on  the  new  site,  and  he  did  not  think 
he  could  apply  to  Parliament  with  any  hope 
of  obtaining  that  sum. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said,  as  he  understood, 
the  inquiries  into  the  institution  had,  on  the 
whole,  resulted  satisfactorily,  and  the  Minister 
was  satisfied  that  the  institution  had  been  effi- 
ciently worked. 

Mr.  REEVES  thanked  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  the  opportunity  he  had  given  of 
making  this  explanation.  With  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  small  defects  that  would  natu- 
rally exist  in  any  institution  of  the  kind,  the 
working  of  this  institution  had  been  most  satis- 
factory. He  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  Mr. 
Van  Asche  was  ^ot  only  a  most  kindhearted 
man,  but  a  very  good  teacher. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  was  only  what 
was  due  to  Mr.  Van  Asche  that  that  should 
be  stated,  and  that  his  character  should  have 
been  so  thoroughly  vindicated.  Some  changes, 
no  doubt,  had  been  forced  upon  the  Minister, 
which  he  (Mr.  Rolleston)  could  not  altogether 


approve  of.  The  keeping  of  what  were  called 
'* parlour  boarders'*  had  not  the  consent  of 
popular  opinion,  but  he  did  not  think  there 
was  that  evil  connected  with  it  which  was 
generally  supposed. 

Mr.  LAKE  understood  that  the  position  of 
affairs  was  that  the  Steward  and  Matron  had  to 
send  in  an  account  of  the  goods  they  required 
to  the  conunittee.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  that  was  a  managing  conunittee. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  it  was  not  a  managing 
conmiittee,  but  a  committee  of  visitors,  who 
would  advise  with  regard  to  what  was  re- 
quired. The  whole  of  the  authority  and 
control  of  the  institution  would  lie,  as  it  had 
hitherto  done,  in  the  office  at  Wellington. 

Vote,  £2,762,  agreed  to. 

School  for  Blind,  £615. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  what  was  the  ar- 
rangement with  regard  to  this  school. 

Mr.  REEVES  replied  that  there  was  an 
asylum,  for  the  blind  carried  on  in  Auckland* 
which  it  was  proposed  to  assist.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  no  doubt  been  struck  by 
this  item  appearing  on  the  Education  vote.  A 
year  or  two  ago  it  had  appeared  under  the  Chari- 
table-aid vote,  but  it  was  now  thought  better 
that  it  should  appear  on  the  Education  vote. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  whether  it  was 
proposed  still  to  send  blind  pupils  to  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  they  would  not  be  sent 
there  any  longer. 

Vote,  £615,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £800. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  how  this  sum  was 
to  be  distributed. 

Mr.  RE]BVES  replied  that  a  return  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  showing  how  this  money  was 
distributed.  The  largest  vote  had  been  given 
to  Dunedin,  the  next  to  Wanganui,  and  the 
third  to  Wellington :  £600  had  been  expended. 
As  far  as  possible  it  had  been  spent  on  the 
pound-for-pound  system :  that  was  to  say,  the 
Government  had  given  £1  for  each  £1  that  had 
been  raised  by  local  benevolence.  He  thought 
£100  had  been  given  to  Wellington.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  Wellington  school,  under  Mr. 
Riley,  was  deserving  of  assistance,  and,  as  he 
had  money  to  spare,  he  had  given  it  to  that 
School. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  if  it  applied  to 
evening  schools. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  Yes,  anything  that  might 
be  called  of  a  technical  chskracter.  For  instance, 
there  were  such  classes  in  Dunedin.  He  had 
hitherto  almost  entirely  confined  himself  to  the 
extent  of  £1  for  £1.  He  had  refused  to  give 
assistance  to  evening  classes  of  a  literary  cha- 
racter, and  could  only  assist  work  of  a  tech- 
nical nature. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  if  the  Minister  had 
in  view  any  general  system  of  leading  up  from 
district  schools— in  connection,  for  instance, 
with  the  district  high  schools,  or  anything 
making  the  system  general.  At  present  it  was 
spasmodic ;  there  was  no  definite  system. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that  in  England  the  sys- 
tem of  technical  schools  was  worked  largely 
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with  the  loo&l  bodies  and  by  subsidies.  Here 
tbere  was  nothing  to  begin  upon ;  and,  unless 
they  could  get  the  Education  Boards  to  do 
something  in  the  matter,  it  would  be  rather 
difficult  to  get  a  beginning.  He  hoped  to  get  a 
Bill  dealing  with  this  matter  passea  next  year 
to  get  a  start;  but,  unless,  as  he  had  said, 
some  of  the  Education  Boards  took  the  subject 
up,  it  would  be  rather  difficult  for  the  Minister 
to  get  a  start. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  asked  if  anything  had 
been  done  in  the  way  of  specially  recognising 
the  services  of  teachers  who  were  skilled  in 
technical  teaching. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  thing,  and  he  would  take  the  matter  into 
oansideration. 

Mr.  J.  KELLY  asked  if  there  was  any  limit 
to  the  pound-for-pound  grants. 

Mr.  KEEVES  said,  Yes ;  this  vote  was  for 
the  whole  colony. 

Mr.  J.  KELLY  said,  supposing  one  district 
contributed  £300,  would  that  district  get  an 
equal  amount  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  if  he  had  £800  he  would 
give  tt  in  such  a  case. 

Vote,  £800,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  17th  Aiigust,  1893. 


Tbhrd  Beadings  —  Awanui— Hicks  Bay  Telegraph  — 
Stock  Committee— Fenoing  BUI— Juries  Bill— 
Deceased  Hnsband's  Brother  Marriage  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbaeer  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

THIRD  READINGS. 

Mining  Bill,  Wellington  City  Empowering 
BUI. 

AWANUI. 

The  Hon.  Major  WAHAWAHA  asked  the 
Government,  Whether  their  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  there  are  two  telegraph- 
stations  called  Awanui,  thus  causing  unneces- 
sary inconvenience  and  confusion?  He  had 
sent  telegrams  addressed  to  Awanui,  and  the 
telegraphist  had  not  sent  those  telegrams  to  his 
fieiends  at  the  only  Awanui  he  was  acquainted 
ivith.  They  bad  been  sent  to  a  place  called 
Awanui  in  the  far  extremity  of  this  Island,  in 
the  Auckland  District.  During  last  session 
he  sent  a  number  of  telegrams  to  his  people 
at  Awanui,  but  he  received  no  replies.  When 
he  came  back  this  session  he  had  found  those 
telegrams  bundled  up  in  his  cupboard,  they 
having  been  returned  oy  the  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment. On  his  return  home  his  friends  had 
said  that  they  had  not  received  any  telegrams. 
The  Avranui  he  referred  to  was  well  known. 
It  was  situated  near  the  East  Oape ;  there  was 
A  Oovenunent  post-office  at   the  place;   the 


country  round  had  been  purchased  by  the  Qo- 
vemment,  and  it  was  also  the  terminus  to  the 
telegraph-line  from  Gisbome. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUOELEY  replied  that 
there  were  two  places — one  called  Awanui  and 
the  other  Port  Awanui.  No  doubt  great  incon- 
venience was  caused  by  that  fact.  The  depart- 
ment would  be  perfectly  satisfied  to  change 
the  name  of  one  place  if  his  honourable  friend 
would  suggest  some  suitable  name.  There  was 
great  jealousy  as  to  altering  these  old  Native 
names.  He  thought  changes  of  names  unde- 
sirable, but  in  an  instance  of  this  kind  it 
might  be  done.  If  his  honourable  friend  would 
give  him  any  suggestion  as  to  another  name 
he  would  be  happy  to  forward  it  to  the  Postal 
Department. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  suggested 
that,  as  Major  Ropata  had  had  a  great  deal  to 
do  with  getting  the  telegraph-line  erected  as  far 
as  that  place,  it  would  be  an  act  of  grace  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  if  they  gave  the 
station  the  name  of  his  honourable  friend, 
"  Ropata." 

The  Hon.  Major  WAHAWAHA  could  not 
agree  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Hon.  Sir 
G.  S.  Whitmore,  and  he  would  prefer  that  his 
name  should  not  be  used.  There  were  well 
known  places  on  the  coast,  such  as  Hicks  Bay, 
Tupaeroa,  and  Awanui.  He  should  not  like  the 
name  of  Awanui  to  be  altogether  left  out,  but 
if  it  could  be  called  *'  Awanui,  East  Gape,"  that 
would  be  sufficient  identification. 

HIGKS  BAY  TELEGRAPH. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  asked, 
Whether  the  Government  will  be  disposed  to 
consider  the  desirability  of  extending  the  tele- 
graph or  telephone  to  Hicks  Bay  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  replied  that 
he  hoped  to  be  able  next  day  to  give  his  honour- 
able friend  the  information  asked  for. 

STOCK  COMMITTEE. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCK- 
LEY, it  was  ordered,  That  the  name  of  the 
Hon.  Sir   G.  S.  Whitmore  be  added  to  the 
Stock  Committee. 

FENCING  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Major  WAHAWAHA  moved,  That 
it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Joint  Agricultural  and 
Stock  Committee,  when  considering, the  Fencing 
Act  1881  Amendment  Bill,  to  make  the  following 
amendments :  "  Section  two  of  the  said  Act  is 
hereby  amended  by  adding  to  the  definition  of 
*  Native  lands  *  therein  the  words  *  or  certificate 
of  title  issued  under  the  Land  Transfer  Acts.* 
Section  three  of  the  said  Act  is  hereby  repealed^ 
and  the  following  is  substituted  therefor :  *  Ex- 
cept OA  herein  provided,  this  Act  shall  not  apply 
to  Native  lands  except  such  as,  having  passed 
through  the  Native  Land  Court,  are  held  under 
memorial  of  ownership  or  certificate  of  title 
issued  by  the  said  Court.' "  The  Fencing  Bill 
only  applied  to  Europeans,  and  he  desired  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  should  apply  to  the 
t  Natives  as  well  as  to  Europeans — that  was,  to 
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Native  land  that  had  passed  through  the  Gourt, 
and  the  title  to  which  had  heen  ascertained 
as  hetween  the  different  hapns  or  clans  of  the 
Katives.  No  harm  would  come  to  the  Natives 
jErom  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  to  them.  It  certainly  would  be  a  means 
of  punishing  Natives  who  were  too  lazy  to  put 
up  fences.  The  Natives  in  many  districts  had 
taken  to  improving  their  lands,  and  fencing 
them,  in  order  to  run  cattle  and  sheep  ui)on 
those  lands,  and  even  in  districts  where  Native 
land  adjoined  land  belonging  to  Europeans  he 
thought  it  only  right  that  the  Europeans  should 
pay  for  half  the  fence  if  erected  by  the  Natives, 
and  that  the  Natives  also  should  be  obliged  to 
pay  half  the  cost  in  case  the  European  wished 
to  fence  his  land. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMOBE  thooght  the 
motion  was  a  very  good  one,  and  would  be  a 
very  great  step  towards  bringing  about  equality 
between  the  two  races,  which,  until  now,  had 
not  been  properly  recognised.  That  the  motion 
had  been  brought  forward  by  a  chief  of  the 
distinction  of  Major  Kopata  was  a  strong 
guarantee  that  the  proposal  would  be  cheer- 
fully accepted  throughout  the  colony.  It 
could  not  be  denied  that  the  difficulty  of 
getting  the  Natives  to  fence  their  land  was  a 
source  of  trouble  to  the  Europeans.  It  would 
do  a  great  deal  towards  causing  the  Natives  to 
utilise  and  farm  their  land.  He  thought  the 
thanks  of  the  Council  were  due  to  his  honour- 
able friend  in  the  matter,  because  there  had 
been  hitherto  some  hesitation  on  the  pskrt  of 
Europeans  in  bringing  in  a  measure  of  the 
kind,  which,  though  eminently  a  just  one,  was 
one  which  it  had  been  thought  might  give 
ofEence  to  the  Native  owners  in  every  part  of 
the  colony.    He  felt  certain  the  Natives  were 

Suite  ripe  for  the  change,  and  the  colony  would 
0  well  if  it  followed  the  advice  of  his  honour- 
able friend  Major  Bopata. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  would  suggest  that 
the  motion  be  amended  so  that  it  should  be  a 
suggestion  to  the  Committee  to  consider  tiio 
motion  of  the  Hon.  Major  Wahawaha.  As  it 
at  present  stood  the  motion  was  imperative. 
He  thought  it  should  go  in  the  form  of  a  sug- 
gestion. He  moved,  accordingly,  That  the 
motion  he  amejided  by  substituting  the  word 
"  consider  "  for  the  word  **  make" 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OBMOND  pointed  out  that 
the  mover  o(  the  motion  only  asked  the  Council 
to  join  him  in  expressing  an  opinion  that  a 
change  in  the  law  was  desirable.  The  matter 
being  so  important,  it  was  very  desirable  for 
the  Council  to  afi&rm  the  proposal,  and  to  send 
it  with  the  affirmation  of  the  Council  to  the 
Committee.  He  would  suggest  to  the  Council 
to  agree  to  the  motion,  which  would  go  in  due 
course  to  the  Committee,  with  the  weight  of 
the  Council  added  to  it. 

Amendment  lost. 

The  Hon.  Major  WAHAWAHA,  in  reply, 
would  simply  urge  the  Council  to  support  the 
motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Major  Wahawaha 


JUBIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving,. 
That  this  BiU  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said 
it  was  a  very  small  but  rather  important 
amendment  of  the  Juries  Act.  If  honourable 
members  would  look  at  sections  166  and  ISI 
of  the  Juries  Act  of  1880,  they  would  .see  that 
they  read  as  follows : — 

**  156.  If  three-fourths  at  least  of  any  jtkxy 
empanelled  on  any  civil  cause  shall,  after  the 
jury  have  retired  to  consider  their  verdict  for  a 
period  of  at  least  three  hours,  intimate  to  the 
Judge  presiding  that  the  jury  have  oonsideEed 
their  verdict,  and  that  there  is  no  probability 
of  their  being  unanimous,  the  verdict  of  three- 
fourths  shall  be  taken  and  accepted  as,  and 
shall  have  the  consequences  of,  a  verdict  of  the 
whole  of  such  jury. 

"  157.  Where  a  jury  shall  have  remained 
twelve  or  more  hours  in  deliberation,  and  shall 
not  agree  as  to  the  verdict  to  be  given,  the- 
jurors  of  such  jury  may  be  discharged  by  ^e 
Court  from  giving  any  verdict. 

"  Such  proceedings  may  thereupon  be  taken 
anew  as  if  no  trial  or  inquiry  had  been  com- 
menced before  the  jury  so  discharged." 

It  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  by  higk 
legal  authorities  all  over  the  colony  that  very 
great  inconvenience  was  suffered  by  jurymen 
in  being  obliged  to  remain  twelve  hours  before 
they  could  be  released,  in  the  event  of  their 
disagreeing.  The  Judge  at  present  had  nO' 
authority  to  discharge  them  eskrlier,  and  the 
inconvenience  had  been  felt  by  Judges,  suitors,, 
and  juries  alike.  It  had  been  suggested  that 
the  time  should  be  limited  to  six  hours,  after 
which  time  the  Judge  might  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  discharging  them.  The  same  high 
legal  authorities  had  forwarded  to  him  that  day 
a  clipping  from  an  English  paper,  in  whioh  it 
stated  that  an  English  Judge  decided  to  dis- 
charge a  jury  after  three  hours.  He  could 
never  understand  why  they  should  insist  upon 
keeping  juries  locked  up  for  twelve  hours  in  the 
event  of  their  disagreeing.  He  thought  that 
jurymen  ought  to  be  saved  the  inoonvenienoe- 
which  they  must  necessarily  have  to  suflfer  in 
being  obliged  to  remain  practically  close  pri- 
soners for  twelve  hours.  The  amendment  was 
one  whioh  it  was  desirable  to  make,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  meet  with  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWABT  said  the 
amendment  was  an  important  one,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  stated.  The  only 
objection  to  it  was  that  when  jurors  came  to- 
know  that  they  would  be  discharged  at  the  end 
of  six  hours  they  would  not  so  readily  agree  as 
they  would  if  they  thought  they  would  be  de- 
tained for  twelve  hours.  It  might  be  that  they 
would  even  feel  inclined  to  shirk  the  duty  of 
finding  a  verdict  at  all  in  many  cases,  or  if 
they  thought  they  could  get  rid  of  the  respon- 
sibility  of  bringing  in  a  verdict  they  might 
be  inclined  to  do  so.  At  the  same  time,  he- 
agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  that- 
the  present  law  worked  harshly  when  the  Judge 
was  quite  satisfied  the  .jury  could  not  agree. 
Yet  he  had  no  power  to  discharge  them  until 
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twelve  honn  had  elapsed.  In  some  cases  the 
«iz  honts,  perhaps,  would  not  do,  especially  if 
the  Judge  thought  the  juzy  was  acting  obsti- 
nately and  refused  to  bring  in  a  Terdiot.  The 
amendment  was  one  he  thought  the  Council 
would  have  little  objection  to,  and  he  therefore 
would  not  oppose  it.  The  question  arose  as 
to  the  unanimity  of  juries  in  criminal  oases. 
They  had  given  up  insisting  upon  unanimity 
in  ciTil  oases,  where  a  verdict  of  three-fourths 
oonld  be  taken ;  and  it  was  an  important  ques- 
tion whether  they  should  not  extend  that,  at 
all  events,  to  a  certain  class  of  criminal  eases, 
where  the  whole  jury  might  be  kept  locked  up 
through  the  obstinacy  of  one  man. 
Bill  read  the  second  time. 

DECEASED  HUSBAND'S  BROTHEB 

MARRIAGE  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving,  That  this 
BM  be  now  read  the  second  time^  said  he  had 
been  requested  by  the  promoter,  an  honourable 
gentleman  who  represented  a  district  in  the 
part  of  the  colony  firom  which  he  came,  to  take 
•charge  of  the  Bill.  He  had,  however,  warned 
that  honourable  gentleman  that  the  subject 
was  a  debatable  one,  and  that  his  "  debating- 
powers  "  were  not  what  they  used  to  be.  But, 
being  still  pressed  to  take  charge  of  the  Bill, 
he  consented  to  do  so.  It  was  a  veiy  little 
Bill,  as  honourable  members  might  see,  and 
he  thought  he  might  describe  it  as  the  very 
legitimate  oSspring  of  the  Deceased  Wife's 
Sister  Act,  which  was  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture BO  long  ago  as  thirteen  years,  and  had 
been  since  that  time  on  the  statute-book ;  and 
he  hoped  it  would  present  itself  in  that  aspect 
to  the  Council.  Having  removed  what  he 
might  call  the  bar  sinister  which  prevented  a 
•deceased  wife's  sister  from  marrying  with  her 
brother-in-law,  there  was  no  reason  for  with- 
bdding  the  same  privilege  from  a  deceased 
husband's  brother  who  desired  to  marry  his 
widowed  sister-in-law.  There  was  a  well-known 
•oulinary  precept  that  that  which  was  sauce  for 
the  goose  was  also  sauce  for  the  gander,  and  he 
knew  of  no  reason  why  the  gander  in  this  parti- 
oular  instance  should  be  treated  exceptionally. 
The  question  of  these  marriages  of  affinity 
within  prescribed  limits  had  been  debated  all 
jthe  world  over  during  the  last  fifty  years,  and  it 
had  been  debated  in  that  particular  Council 
with  Tery  great  vigour  on  many  occasions.  He 
was  himself  amongst  the  opponents  of  the 
the  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill.  He  had  op- 
posed it  on  what  he  sometimes  called  senti- 
mental grounds,  arising  from  old  associations 
4aid  religious  traditions  of  the  faith  in  which 
he  was  brought  up ;  but  he  opposed  it  mainly 
on  the  ground  that  as  long  as  the  English  law 
was  not  made  to  conform  vnith  that  of  these 
oolony  it  would  be  an  anomaly,  and  the  dis- 
advantage under  which  people  laboured  could 
oiot  be  completely  removed.  However,  that  law 
was  passed,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that,  under 
the  ciroumstances,  they  should  conform  to  it. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  there  were  many 
■CMOfl  now  existing  in  this  colony  which  would 
he  greatly  relieved  by  the  passing  of  a  measure 


of  this  kind.  There  was  one  case,  of  which  he 
had  some  knowledge,  that  might  be  accepted  as 
the  type  of  a  great  many  others  now  existing. 
He  would  abstain  from  mentioning  n€bmeB,  or 
even  localities,  but  would  simply  state  broadly 
the  facts  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge, 
and  which  he  believed  to  be  perfectly  true  and 
accurate.  There  were  two  brotiiers  living  in 
difEerent  parts  of  New  Zealand,  some  sixty  or 
seventy  miles  apart,  both  of  them  married. 
One  of  these  brothers  died  some  four  years  ago, 
leaving  a  wife  and  four  little  children  very 
slenderly  provided  for.  The  brother-in-law, 
when  that  happened,  as  he  ought  to  have  done, 
undertook  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
widow  and  her  children.  They  ^till  continued 
to  live  at  the  same  distance  apart.  A  year  after 
that  first  calamity  that  other  brother  lost  his 
wife,  leaving  one  or  two  little  children  in  his 
charge.  He  still  continued  his  contribution 
to  the  support  of  the  other  family,  but  he 
found  that  the  necessity  of  keeping  two  houses 
imposed  upon  his  resources  a  heavy  drain. 
The  law  prevented  him  from  making  one  family 
of  the  two  by  marrying  his  deceased's  brother's 
widow,  and  taking  better  charge  of  the  family 
than  he  could  possibly  otherwise  have  done. 
The  wife,  deterred  by  a  sense  of  propriety, 
and  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  that  re- 
spectable lady  Mrs.  Grundy  was  at  the  comer 
of  the  street  with  her  bonnet  on,  ready  to  come 
and  see  about  it,  abstained  from  doing  that 
which  would  be  proper  for  her  to  do,  except  for 
the  law,  which  barred  the  marriage  of  affinity 
in  her  particular  case.  That  was  only  one 
instance  of  yery  many ;  and,  that  being  so,  he 
thought  the  law  certainly  ought  to  be  so  far 
altered  as  to  place  that  widow  and  vridower 
on  equsd  terms  in  that  respect.  The  objection 
to  these  kinds  of  marriages  of  affinity  were 
scriptural,  and  what  one  might  call  canoni- 
cal. But,  if  they  were  scriptural,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  under  the  old  Mosaic  law 
a  man  was  enjoined  to  marry  his  deceased 
brother's  wife,  and  it  exposed  him  to  certain 
indignities  of  a  public  character  if  he  failed  to 
discharge  that  duty.  On  this  side,  therefor^, 
the  objection  to  the  passing  of  such  a  Bill  as 
this  might  be  said  to  be  removed.  In  1880 
the  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill  was  passed  in 
the  House  of  Rej^resentatives,  and  carried  by  a 
very  large  majority.  The  whole  question  had 
been  so  thoroughly  debated  that  honourable 
gentlemen  would  see  that  in  moving  the  Bill 
it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question,  and  repeat  over  and 
over  again  what  had  already  been  said  better 
than  he  could  say  it.  The  other  Bill  had  been 
passed  by  a  larger  majority,  and  it  had  been 
exhaustively  debated  in  the  Council  before  it 
became  law,  and  he  thought  that  the  present 
Bill  was  a  logical  and  fitting  result  of  the  Legis- 
lation that  had  already  been  passed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORB  said  that 
when  the  other  Bill,  the  natural  accompani- 
ment of  this  one,  was  brought  down  nobody 
vras  more  bitter  against  it  than  himself.  Foe 
several  years  he  fought  that  Bill,  until  it  was, 
by  a  slender  majority,  carried.  There  were  oon- 
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diidons  in  it  'which,  he  believedi  did  not  exist  in 
any  other  law  of  a  like  oharacter.  What  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  just  before  said  was 
absolntely  a  fact,  that  anything  like  scriptural 
authority  did  not  extend  to  the  deceased  wife's 
sister,  dfthough  it  undoubtedly  did  to  the  de- 
ceased husband's  brother.  He  did  not  believe 
in  carrying  all  this  piecemeal  legislation.  He 
.would  rather  have  the  Bill  so  altered  as  to 
legalise  all  marriages  in  which  the  relation- 
ship was  one  of  affinity  merely.  There  were 
not  many  men  who  would  be  likely  to  marry 
their  mothers-in-law,  and  it  would  not  apply  to 
marriages  of  consanguinity,  but  would  apply  to 
all  marriages  of  affinity.  That,  evidently,  was 
not  the  position  as  it  appeared  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  brought  forward  this  Bill, 
but  that  certainly  was  the  view  in  England 
when  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister  was 
declared  not  to  be  lawful  in  1835.  He  thought, 
if  this  Bill  were  passed,  the  next  step  would 
be  to  allow  a  man  to  marry  his  stepdaughter. 
He  did  not  see  that  there  was  any  difEerence 
between  any  marriages  of  affinity,  so  long  as 
the  law  did  not  affect  mskrriages  of  consan- 
guinity. He  therefore  thought  the  Council 
should,  in  Committee,  alter  the  Bill  to  allow 
of  all  marriages  of  affinity,  which  would  be 
bound  to  come  sooner  or  later  if  this  Bill  were 
passed.  He  did  not  believe  in  dealing  with  the 
question  in  a  piecemeal  manner. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said 
the  speeches  to  which  they  had  just  listened 
showed  the  very  great  danger  there  was  in  in- 
terfering with  the  marriage-lawB,  because  they 
had  an  honourable  gentleman  in  the  Cham- 
ber who  was  at  one  time  strongly  opposed  to 
the  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Marriage  Bill,  but 
who,  together  with  another  honourable  gentle- 
man, was  now  absolutely  a  convert  to  extend- 
ing the  principle.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  last  spoken  was  prepared  to  abolish 
the  law  against  marriages  of  affinity  entirely, 
and  allow  a  man  to  marry  his  mother-in-law, 
or  his  stepdaughter,  or  any  person  he  pleased. 
He  submitted  that  one  of  the  most  daiigerous 
things  they  could  do  was  to  interfere  with  the 
marriage-law  in  any  way  whatever.  It  was 
well  known  what  was  the  case  in  America; 
and  they  knew,  further,  that  in  other  colonies 
this  question  had  never  been  seriously  mooted. 
In  New  Zealand,  for  special  reasons,  a  husband 
was  allowed  to  marry  his  deceased  wife's  sister, 
80  that  the  children  might  receive  better  atten- 
tion than  at  the  hands  of  a  stranger.  They 
]mew  that  in  the  Imperial  Parliament  a  con- 
siderable struggle  had  been  going  on  since  the 
year  1845  in  favour  of  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister 
Bill,  but  it  had  never  become  law.  Ever  since 
Lord  Lyndhurst's  Act  in  1835,  any  attempt  to 
alter  that  law  had  been  strenuously  resisted. 
He  need  only  refer  honourable  gentlemen  to  a 
very  able  speech  delivered  by  Lord  Selbome 
on  this  subject,  strongly  opposing  any  inter- 
ference whatever  with  the  marriage -law  of 
En^and;  and  it  was  well  known  tha^  that 
measure  was  strenuously  opposed  by  a  very 
larffe  number  of  men  of  considerable  ability 
.and  position  in  England,  who  gave  very  strong 
Eon.  Sir  O.  8.  WhUmore 


reasons  why  the  marriage-law  should  not  be 
interfered  with.  He  thought  that  the  questxcn 
had  been  dealt  with  in  too  jocular  a  manner 
in  the  Council,  considering  the  serious  natnxe 
of  the  question.  He  asked  what  would  re- 
sult if  the  honourable  gentleman  passed  this 
Bill  and  abolished  the  law  in  reference  to 
affinity  entirely.  Well,  in  some  States  in 
America  they  had  amended  the  marriage-law 
to  such  an  extent  that  a  man  might  marry  hlfr 
stepdaughter,  or  might  marry  persons  bear- 
ing almost  any  relation  to  him.  The  resulfc 
was  that  the  divorces  in  America  were  simply^ 
not  only  a  scandal  to  justice,  but  a  scandal  i> 
the  civilised  world.  Those  marriages  whioh 
took  place  led  to  divorce ;  and  there  was  no- 
doubt  a  like  system  would  prevail  in  this 
colony  if  they  passed  the  present  Bill.  The 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  had  referred  to  cases  of  hard- 
ship that  had  come  under  his  notice,  but  he 
(Mr.  Stewart)  confessed  that  he  had  never 
heard  any  demand  for  this  law  in  the  colony. 
It  had  never  been  the  subject  of  any  request 
as  far  as  he  could  remember,  and  the  matter 
had  never  been  seriously  considered.  There- 
was  no  one  seriously  demanding  this  relaxa- 
tion of  the  law,  and  why  it  should  be  introduced 
now  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand.  The  Bill 
was  very  difficult  to  understand,  and  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  prepared  it  must  have  gone  aboat 
it  in  a  very  offhand  way.  It  said  that  mar- 
riages were  to  be  permissive  between  a  woman 
and  her  deceased  husband's  brother.  How 
many  marriages,  he  asked,  had  to  be  gone 
through  between  a  woman  and  her  deceased 
husband's  brother.  And  was  this  Bill  to  be 
made  prospective  or  retrospective  ?  There  wae 
nothing  in  the  Bill*  to  show  that.  He  hoped 
the  Council  would  reject  the  second  reading  at 
any  rate ;  and,  in  order  to  give  time  for  further 
consideration,  he  would  move,  That  the  BiU  be 
read  the  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  said  that,  when  hie 
honourable  friend  got  up  to  propose  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  he  certainly,  like  many 
other  honourable  gentlemen  in  the  Council, 
suspected  that  they  would  hear  something^ 
ironicaJ  on  the  subject,  and  that  he  would 
scarcely  have  taken  it  up  seriously,  as  they 
knew  what  his  views  were  before  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill.  All  hie 
honourable  friend  had  to  tell  them  now  waa 
that  what  was  sauce  for  the  goose  was  sauoe 
for  the  gander.  He  thought  that  was  the  only 
reason  his  honourable  friend  gave  for  asking 
the  Council  to  pass  the  Bill.  When  the  De- 
ceased Wife's  Sister  Bill  was  before  the  Legis- 
lature he  happened  to  be  in  another  plaoe  at 
the  time  when  it  vras  discussed,  and  he  said 
then  that  if  that  Bill  were  passed  the  next  thing 
they  would  have  would  be  a  Deceased  Hus- 
band's Brother  Bill ;  but  almost  every  one  who- 
voted  for  the  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill  said, 
"  Oh  no  t  we  will  never  vote  for  that :  that  is- 
quite  a  different  thing."  Well,  they  had  seen 
this  Bill  rushed  through  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  on  the  Invitation  of  a  private- 
member,  without  one  word  being  said  abont  it.- 
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He  could  not  say  that  he  agreed  with  his 
honourable  and  gallant  friend  opposite,  that 
because  a  principle  had  been  once  broken 
they  should  go  oA»  and  run  riot  in  the  matter. 
Surely,  if  a  man  could  marry  his  stepchild  it 
would  mean  the  breaking-up  of  family  life  as 
np  to  this  time  they  understood  it.  If  there 
were  cases  of  hardship,  as  had  been  said,  owing 
to  marriages  of  this  character  being  illegal, 
there  would  certainly  be  a  far  greater  number 
of  cases  of  hardship  when  people  were  not  able 
to  liye  as  brother  and  sister  because  such  a  Bill 
SB  this  had  been  passed.  That  was  a  far  greater 
hardship.  He  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
to  say  much  upon  the  subject,  for  he  believed 
honourable  members  had  already  made  up  their 
minds  as  to  whether  or  not  they  would  agree  to 
every  kind  of  marriage  being  valid  where  the 
previous  relationship  was  one  of  affinity.  He 
onlv  hoped  the  Council  would  reject  the  Bill, 
without  very  much  discussion,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and,  he  was  almost  going  to  say,  with 
ignominy. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  had  carefully  ab- 
stained from  going  into  the  ethics  of  this  ques- 
tion. It  was  pretty  nearly  as  old  as  the  niUs, 
and  had  been  threshed  out  in  one  shape  or 
another  for  centuries  past.  But  he  heai^  the 
coy  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and  he 
listened  to  that  instead  of  to  the  old  canoni- 
cal plea  against  these  marriages  of  affinity. 
They  were  now  barred  only  by  statute ;  they 
were  not  barred  on  physiological  or  any  other 
grounds;  and  he  thought  there  were  strong 
pounds  why  the  bar  should  be  removed,  and 
he  hoped  the  Council  would  let  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time.  He  thought  they  should 
listen  to  the  cry  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan, 
who  were  asking  for  the  relief  that  ought  to  be 
extended  to  them. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 


Ayes,  18. 

BailHe 

Kelly 

Scotland 

Bamicoat 

McGregor 

Shrimski 

Bolt 

McCullough 

Swanson 

Feldwick 

Pollen 

Talaroa 

Hart 

Bichardson 

Walker,  L. 

Jenkinson 

Bigg 

Nobs,  20. 

Whitmore. 

Aoland 

Johnston 

Reynolds 

Bonar 

Kerr 

Stevens 

Bowen 

Montgomery 

Stewart 

Dignan 

Oliver 

Wahawaha 

Grace 

Ormond 

Whyte 
Williams. 

Holmes 

Peacock 

Jennings 

Pharazyn 

Majority  against,  2. 

Words  struck  out. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  read  the  second  time  that 
day  six  months. 

The  Connoil  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
to  four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  17th  August,  1893. 

First  Beadinff  —  Third  Beadinga  —  Departmental 
Papers— Education  Board  Scholarships— Palnt- 
ingCuBtomhouBe,  Ac.  Dunedin— Taranaki  Roads 
—Flax— Martini-Henry  Rifles— Labour  Depart- 
ment—Femhill  Goal  Companv's  Railway— La- 
bour Department— Native-land  Purchases— Eg- 
mont  County  Bill  —  Riverton  Harbour  Board 
Empowering  Bill— Restriction  of  Monopolies 
Bill— Gum  and  Oumflelcftt  Bill— Adjournment. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbaybbs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Wanganui  River  Trust  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
William  Robinson  Estate  Trusts  Bill,  Eaia- 
poi  Borough  Council  Vesting  Bill. 

DEPARTMENTAL  PAPERS. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  vTished  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  House  a  circumstance  that 
alEected  the  deliberations  of  the  Native  ASairs 
Committee.  An  important  petition  had  been 
before  that  Committee  for  some  time,  and  he 
had  sent  to  the  Native  Department  for  some 
papers  that  were  absolutely  necessaiy  for  due 
consideration  of  the  petition.  These  papers 
had  been  refused  by  the  department.  He  had 
written  to  the  Under-Secretary  on  the  previous 
day  as  follows : — 

**  The  file  of  papers  in  connection  with  the 
Orakei  Block  are  required  in  connection  with  a 
petition  now  before  the  Committee.  Will  you 
be  good  enough  to  send  them  to  me  as  early  aa 
possible?" 

That  morning,  after  waiting  for  some  con- 
siderable time,  he  telephoned  down  to  see  if 
the  papers  would  be  sent,  and  at  half-past 
eleven  he  received  the  followmg  letter : — 

**  With  reference  to  your  request  for  the  file 
of  papers  relating  to  the  Orakei  Block,  I  beg 
to  mform  you  that  I  am  unable  to  produce 
official  documents  of  this  nature  without  the 
express  sanction  of  the  Minister.  I  regret  the 
delay  that  has  occurred  in  obtaining  the  Minis- 
ter's decision,  but  as  soon  as  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  placing  the  matter  before  him  I 
vml  at  once  communicate  with  you." 

He  thought  it  was  a  very  unfair  thing  that  a 
Committee  set  up  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing petitions,  and  haying  the  power  to  call  for 
persons  and  papers,  should  be  put  to  great 
inconvenience  oy  any  Under-Secretary.  As 
Chairman  of  the  Conmiittee  he  declined  to  go 
to  the  Buildings  and  ask  for  a  private  interview 
with  any  Under-Secretazy,  as  he  considered 
it  beneath  his  dignity  to  do  so.  Hitherto  it 
had  always  been  the  custom  that  an  officer  of 
the  department  was  sent  up  with  any  papers  to 
the  Committee.  He  wished  to  know  what  steps 
to  take  to  obtain  these  papers,  so  that  the 
Committee  might  be  able  to  consider  an  im- 
portant petition. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  was  very  much  sur- 
prised  to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman,  with- 
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out  the  slightest  foundation,  state  that ,  the 
department  had  refused  to  supply  these  papers. 
The  Under-Secretary  had  merely  said  he  could 
not  supply  them  without  the  consent  of  the 
Minister,  hut  so  soon  as  he  got  that  consent 
he  would  send  the  honouiahle  gentleman  an 
answer.  The  Under-Secretary  had  seen  him 
(Mr.  Reeves)  that  morning,  and  obtained  his 
consent  in  writing  to  send  all  papers  that  were 
not  **  confidential "  to  the  Committee,  and  the 
papers  were  now  on  their  way  to  the  Oom- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  the  Committee  knew 
nothing  of  that.  They  had  had  to  suspend  their 
deliberations  on  this  matter  for  want  of  the 
papers,  and  it  was  improper  for  a  Committee 
to  be  treated  in  this  way  by  an  Under-Secre- 
tary. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  Under-Secretary  had 
only  done  his  duty  in  the  matter  in  not  sending 
the  papers  without  the  Minister's  consent. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  state  on  what  date  he  applied  for  the 
papers,  in  order  that  the  House  might  judge 
whether  there  had  been  any  unreasonable  &- 
lay. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  it  was  almost  a  week 
since  the  clerk  of  the  Committee  asked  for  the 
papers. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  said  the  matter  had  been 
before  the  Committee  for  some  time.  He 
thought  two  letters  had  come  from  the  Under- 
Secretary  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  matter,  and  for  two  days  they  had  at- 
tended the  Committee  with  the  intention  of 
going  on  with  the  case,  but  had  to  refrain  from 
considering  it. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  thought  the  Under- 
Secretary  was  probably  not  so  much  to  blame 
as  the  honourable  member  for  the  Eastern 
Maori  District  (Mr.  Carroll).  The  petition 
had  been  before  the  Committee  for  a  con- 
siderable number  of  days.  At  the  request  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  the 
consideration  of  the  petition  was  first  delayed, 
as  he  considered  that,  as  the  case  was  a  most 
important  one,  it  was  necessaiy  to  have  the  file 
of  papers  in  connection  with  the  case.  He 
understood  that  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Eastern  Maori  District,  when  asked  whether 
the  Government  would  have  any  objection  to 
the  papers  being  forwarded  to  the  Chairman, 
undertook  to  see  the  Minister,  and  to  ascertain 
whether  he  had  any  objection.  He  believed 
that  on  the  previous  day,  aud  the  day  be- 
fore, they  had  the  promise  of  that  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  would  consult  the  Minister 
in  charge  of  the  department. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  there  had  been  a  delay, 
he  considered,  of  one  day,  for  he  had  promised 
on  the  previous  day  that  he  would  see  the 
Minister  in  whose  department  the  papers  were, 
and  ask  him  for  his  consent  to  their  production 
before  the  Committee.  But,  as  the  House  had 
heard  from  the  Premier  last  night,  the  Govern- 
ment had  important  matters  to  attend  to,  and 
this  matter  had  escaped  his  memory. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  a  circular  had  been  sent 
out  in  1888  or  1884  to  Under-Secretaries  by 
Mr,  Reeves 


the  Government  of  the  day.  He  did  not  Uke 
to  see  officers  blamed,  and  the  remarks  of  th« 
honourable  gentleman  reflecting  on  the  Under- 
Secretary  in  this  matter  were  unmerited,  be- 
cause that  officer  had  strictly  complied  witih 
the  terms  of  that  circular.  The  matter  had 
been  raised  again  this  session  about  papecs. 
and  the  circular  had  been  revived.  For  the 
information  of  the  House  and  of  members  of 
Committees,  it  would  be  as  well  if  the  oiroular 
were  laid  on  the  table,  so  that  Chairmen  of 
Gonmiittees  and  members  generally  might  see 
how  far  Under-Secretaries  could  supply  papers. 
He  would  therefore  lay  a  copy  on  the  table. 

Sir  J.  HALL  pointed  out  that  the  Chairman 
had  said  that  the  Committee  had  sent  for  the 
papers  a  week  ago,  and  he  thought  the  Under- 
Secretary  must  be  to  blame  for  not  having 
obtained  the  Minister's  consent  long  before 
that  day. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
there  had  not  been  a  refusal  to  produce  papers 
— in  which  case  the  honourable  member  would 
have  been  entitled  to  appeal  to  the  House — hvii 
that  there  had  been  an  absence  of  promptitude; 
and,  no  doubt,  after  what  had  occurred  that 
day,  officers  would  show  more  promptitude  in 
future. 

EDUCATION  BOARD  SCHOLARSHIPS. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  children  educated  at  private  schools 
are  entitled  to  compete  for  scholarships 
awarded  by  the  Education  Boards ;  and,  if  not, 
will  the  Government,  by  legislation  or  regn- 
lation,  authorise  children  educated  at  private 
schools  to  compete  for  all  scholarships  which 
children  educated  at  State  schools  are  entitled 
to  compete  for?  He  understood  that  some 
difference  existed  in  the  different  education 
districts  of  the  colony  in  the  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  matter  involved  in  this  question. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  such  scholarsh^s  were 
open  to  all  children  in  Wanganui,  Hawke's 
Bay,  Otago,  and  Southland ;  in  Auckland  and 
Taranaki  the  lower  scholarships  were  restricted 
to  children  who  had  attended  public  schools, 
and  the  higher  were  open;  in  Wellington, 
Marlborough,  Nelson,  Grey,  Westland,  North 
Canterbury,  and  South  Canterbury  they  were 
restricted  to  public-school  pupils.  The  Educa- 
tion Act  left  the  question  open,  and  regulations 
made  by  Boards  were  subject  to  the  Minister's 
approval. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  had  not  answered  the  latter  part  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  Government  did  not 
propose  to  bring  in  an  amendment  on  the 
Education  Act  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  session. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
answer,  and  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  He  thought  every  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  any  person  who  educated 
his  child  at  a  private  school,  and  he  thought 
the  more  they  encouraged  the  education  of 
children  in  private  schools  the  better  it  would 
be,  and  the  less  expense  to  the  country.    It 
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was  only  a  small  modiomn  of  justice  that 
was  asked  for  in  the  question — ^that  the  sys- 
tem should  be  made  uniform  throughout  the 
ooontry ;  that,  where  public  money  was  ^ven 
for  soholarships,  ohildren  educated  at  private 
schools  should  have  the  same  right  of  com- 
petition for  soholarships  oa  those  educated  at 
public  schools.  He  was  astonished  to  hear 
the  Minister  say  the  Government  did  not  in- 
tend to  embody  this  principle  in  the  Bill  on 
the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  had  heard  the  honourable 
gentleman  say  the  (jk>veniment  would  not 
bring  in  sjc^  Bill  to  deal  with  the  matter  this 
session.  I^is  was  to  be  regretted.  He  appre- 
hended this  was  the  first  time  since  the  honour- 
able flentleman  became  Minister  of  Education 
tiiat  he  had  had  his  attention  drawn  to  the 
matter.  If  it  was  not  the  first  time,  then  the 
honoorable  gentleman  was  neglecting  his  duty 
as  Mmister  in  not  having  moved  in  the  matter 
before.  It  was  a  matter  he  would  hear  some- 
thing about  before  the  next  Parliament  was 
elected. 

Mr.  FISH  seconded  the  motion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saying  that  he  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  ohildren  educated  in  private  schools  who 
were  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  Govern- 
ment Inspector  had  as  much  right  to  compete 
for  scholaiships  as  those  in  the  public  schools. 
There  were  a  large  number  of  j^ople  who  had 
consoientious  objections  to  sen^g  their  child- 
ren io  public  schools :  he  was  not  refezring  to 
the  Boman  Catholics,  but  to  other  people  who 
thought  education  should  be  combined  with  a 
certain  amount  of  regions  instruction;  and 
he  said  that  feeling  ought  to  be  encouraged. 
Under  those  circumstances,  he  saw  no  reason 
why  ohildren  attending  private  schools  should 
not  be  enabled  to  compete  for  scholarships  as 
well  as  other  children. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  supported  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment in  this  matter.  It  was  most  desirable 
that  scholarships  should  be  free,  and  open  to 
every  boy  and  girl  in  the  colony,  no  matter  in 
what  school  he  or  she  was  trained.  The  Edu- 
cation Boards  which  had  not  moved  in  this 
matter  should  be  incited  to  do  so,  even  during 
this  Parliament. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  there  was  another  side  of 
the  question,  and  it  was  this:  that,  if  thev 
allowed  scholarships  to  be  competed  for  by  all, 
they  would  give  the  child  of  the  rich  man,  who 
could  afford  to  pay  a  tutor  for  his  child,  an  enor- 
mous advantage  over  the  poor  man's  child: 
that  was  the  danger  he  could  see.  He  would 
not  object  to  the  proposal  merely  on  the  ground 
of  these  children  belonging  to  private  schools, 
but  he  did  not  see  where  they  could  draw  the 
line.  He  understood  that  the  application  of 
this  proposal  to  the  Catholic  schools  was  the 
real  object  of  the  question.  He  would  not 
object  to  the  children  of  Cathdio  schools  com- 
peting for  these  scholarships,  but,  if  they  were 
going  to  have  the  scholarships  open  to  all,  then 
they  gave  a  premium  to  those  who  could  afford 
to  pay  tutors  for  their  children. 


Sir  J.  HALL  said  that  was  not  the  question 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey. 
The  question  merely  related  to  children  edu- 
cated at  private  schools. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— And  there  might  not  be 
more  than  three  at  the  school. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  that  was  not  the  fair  inter- 
pretation of  the  suggestion.  He  would  not 
quarrel  with  the  honourable  gentleman  if  he 
only  proposed  to  exclude  the  ohildren  of  those 
wealthy  parents  who  might  have  an  unfair  ad- 
vantage in  competing  with  other  children,  but 
he  did  agree  with  previous  speakers  that  it  was 
a  very  great  hardship  that  ohildren  educated  at 
private  or  Roman  Catholic  or  Church  of  Eng- 
land schools,  which  were  open  to  inspection  by 
the  State,  should  be  excluded  from  competing 
for  scholarships  simply  because  their  parents 
did  not  think  it  right  to  send  them  to  the  public 
schools,  but  were  willing  to  pay  for  them  at  an 
entirely  satisfactory  private  school.  Still  more 
objectionable  was  it  that  this  should  be  allowed 
in  some  parts  of  the  colony  and  not  in  others. 
If  it  was  vrrong,  then  the  Government  should 
step  in  and  stop  it ;  and  if  it  was  right,  tilie 
Government  was  called  upon  to  step  in  and 
provide  for  it  all  over  New  Zealand.  It  was  not, 
m  his  opinion,  right  that  the  children  of  those 
who  co^d  not  conscientiously  avail  themselves 
of  the  ipublio  schools  should  be  excluded  from 
competing  for  these  scholarships, 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  could  not  see  where  the 
point  of  the  rich  man's  child  came  in  at  all. 
The  honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  no 
doubt,  thought  it  was  a  very  popular  cry  to  take 
up,  but  if  the  honourable  gentleman's  popu- 
larity was  to  be  based  upon  the  "  rich  man " 
cry  he  did  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  rise  very  much  in  anybody's  estimation 
except  his  own.  Did  the  honourable  gentleman 
not  know  that  the  majority  of  children  who 
took  scholarships  were  the  cleverest  and  most 
industrious  children,  and  children  of  the  most 
abilitgr  ?  Did  the  honourable  gentleman  think 
that  u  he  had  a  child  of  no  ability,  and  em- 
ployed twenty  tutors,  that  child  would  get  a 
scholarship  ?  Hhe  honourable  gentleman  could 
not  supply  brains  to  ohildren  who  did  not 
possess  them.  The  whole  objection  was  rub- 
bish. If  a  rich  man  did  not  send  his  child  to  a 
public  school,  and  that  chUd  had  no  natural 
ability,  the  employment  of  twenty  outside 
tutors  would  not  supply  that  child  with  brains. 
Attempts  to  cram  cnildren  in  that  way  would 
only  stupefy  them.  A  child  could  only  take  in 
a  certain  amount  of  knowledge :  it  must  be 
put  into  him  in  very  gentle  doses.  He  did  not 
like  the  feeling  being  brought  up  about  *'  the 
rich  man's  child."  He  understood  that  the 
scholarships  only  applied  to  secondary  schools. 
Public  schools  did  not  give  the  education  they 
could  get  in  private  schools. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Nonsensa 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  said  the  children  attend- 
ing public  schools  could  not  spell  properly. 
There  was  something  radically  wrong  in  the 
system.  He  might  say  that  he  did  not  see 
why,  under  certain  conditions,  the  children  from 
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private  schools  should  not  be  allowed  to  com- 
pete for  the  secondary-education  scholarships. 
They  did  not  go  through  the  same  curriculum, 
and  the  chances  were  that  they  were  examined 
on  subjects  they  had  not  been  taught  very 
clearly,  and  if  they  could  take  scholarships 
under  these  circumstances  they  deserved  all  the 
more  credit  for  it.  It  was  all  rubbish  to  talk 
about  the  rich  man's  child  having  an  advan- 
tage. Honourable  members  must  know  it  was 
ability  and  not  wealth  that  was  wanted  to  gain 
a  scholarship. 

Mr.  HOGG  was  sorry  to  hear  the  remarks  of 
the  last  speaker.  If  there  was  any  one  thing 
they  should  be  more  proud  of  than  another  it 
was  that  their  public  schools  had  maintained 
a  very  great  state  of  efficiency,  and  he  thought 
they  had  every  reason  to  feel  satisfied  with 
the  quality  of  the  education  imparted  at  these 
institutions.  He  thought  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  force  in  the  argument  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  that  if  the  children  in 
private  schools  were  allowed  to  compete  the 
probability  was  that  a  considerable  number  of 
children  of  the  wealthy  and  well-to-do  classes 
would  bo  enabled  to  secure  these  scholar- 
ships, which,  he  believed,  were  really  in- 
tended for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  classes. 
But  there  was  another  aspect  of  the  question, 
and  that  was  this:  that  if  they  allowed 
the  children  in  private  schools  to  compete  in 
the  manner  suggested,  the  result  would  be  to 
bring  in  a  new  element  of  competition,  and 
he  thought  that  would  be  conducive  to  the 
efficiency  of  their  public  schools.  There  was 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  allowed  to 
compete  as  much  as  possible  with  the  children 
educated  in  the  State  schools.  Viewing  this 
question  from  both  aspects,  he  thought,  upon 
the  whole,  it  was  advisable  to  make  as  few 
restrictions  as  possible,  and  that  children  in 
denominational  or  private  schools  generally 
should  have  the  same  right  to  compete  as 
children  in  the  State  schools. 

Mr.  WILLIS  thought  the  proposition  that 
the  children  from  private  schools  should  be 
allowed  to  compete  for  scholGtrships  with  the 
children  attending  the  State  schools  was  a 
very  reasonable  one.  He  thought  this  was 
especially  the  case  as  affecting  the  children  in 
Oatholio  schools,  more  than  in  any  other  schools. 
At  the  present  time.  Catholics  had  to  support 
the  whole  of  their  schools  out  of  their  own 
funds,  and  it  was  a  very  great  hardship  that 
they  should  not  have  the  same  opportunity 
of  competing  for  scholarships  as  children  at- 
tending the  schools  of  the  State.  He  thought 
this  would  only  be  granting  a  very  small  con- 
cession indeed,  and  he  should  be  very  much 
pleased  to  see  such  a  concession  made. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  EUesmere  complained  that  there  were 
anomalies  in  the  arrangements  with  regard  to 
scholarships — that  in  one  part  of  the  colony 
one  system  obtained,  and  in  another  part  of 
'the  colony  another  system.  Well,  if  the  House 
'was  prepared  to  say  that  the  system  of  educa- 
tion throughout  New  Zealand  should  be  uni- 
form in  all  respects,  of  coarse  the  honourable 
Mr.  Bttchland 


gentleman's  argument  was  conclusive ;  but,  as- 
was  very  well  known,  not  only  in  this  respeoi 
but  in  a  great  many  other  things,  one  sys- 
tem was  followed  in  one  education  district 
and  another  system  in  another  district.  That 
was  because  the  framers  of  the  Education 
Act  and  the  people  had  thought  it  right  to 
band  over  the  administration  of  education  to 
thirteen  Education  Boards ;  and  he  had  yet  to> 
learn  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  people  to 
centralise  the  system  and  make  it  thoroughly 
uniform.  As  long  as  local  self-government  was 
to  obtain,  so  long  must  they  expect  Education 
Boards  to  have  different  opinions  and  ways  of 
management.  This  was  a  matter  that  had 
always  been  left  to  the  Boards,  and  the  proper 
course  for  any  gentlemen  to  pursue  who 
thought  their  Boards  were  not  doing  the  right 
thing  was  to  bring  pressure  to  beskr  on  the 
Boards,  and  not  turn  round  and  blame  the  un- 
fortunate Minister,  in  whose  department  these 
scholar^ips  did  not  rest.  If  this  matter  was 
so  very  important  as  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Grey  said  it  was,  it  was  a  little  odd  that 
no  member  of  the  House  had  ever  called  the 
Minister's  attention  to  the  point  until  they 
were  half-way  through  the  last  session  of  a 
moribund  Parliament,  when  it  was  known  that 
no  new  legislation  could  be  brought  in  with 
any  hope  of  passing  it  at  this  time.  If  any 
one  was  to  blame,  there  had  been  a  much 
greater  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
honourable  members  than  on  the  part  of  the 
Minister ;  and,  if  this  was  a  question  of  such 
burning  importance  as  honourable  gentlemen 
had  endeavoured  to  ms^e  out,  he  begged  to 
remind  them  that  the  present  anomalous  state 
of  things  was  brought  about  by  the  principle 
underlying  the  administration  of  education  in 
this  colony,  and  that  was  the  vesting  of  the  ad- 
ministration in  local  authorities. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH  said  honourable  members 
could  see  they  were  on  the  eve  of  a  general 
election.  **  Ooming  events  cast  their  shadows 
before.'*  He  noticed  that  the  advocates  of  the 
proposal  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Grey  to  give  State  patronage  to  private  schools 
were  those  who  supported  the  Private  Schools 
BUI  in  1891. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — ^No,  no ;  not  one. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH  was  pleased  at  the  stand 
the  Minister  of  Education  had  taken  as  a 
colonist  and  as  Minister  at  the  head  of  the 
Education  Department.  He  considered,  if  the 
House  were  to  concur  in  the  request  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Grey,  it  would  be 
putting  in  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge.  They 
knew  there  was  an  element  m  the  country 
who  looked  with  a  jealous  eye  on  the  present 
system  of  education,  and  were  determined  to 
leave  no  stone  unturned,  if  possible,  to  destroy 
that  system.  He  contended  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Act  by  the  different  Education 
Boards  had  given  satisfaction,  and  he  was  not 
aware  that  any  Board  had  passed  a  resolution 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Grey ;  and  until  such  time  as 
t^at  was  done — until  there  was  an  expression 
of  opinion  from  the  various  education  distriots 
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— he  did  not  think  it  wonld  be  wise  for  the 
House  to  move  in  the  direction  asked  for. 

Mr.  T.  MAGEENZIB  said,  as  one  who  did 
not  support  the  Private  Schools  Bill,  he  was 
favonrable  to  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Grey,  and  thought  the  com- 
petition for  scholarships  should  be  made  open 
to  children  attending  a  private  school. 

Mr.  GUINNESS,  in  reply,  said  he  was  sony 
to  think  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
bad  introduced  the  element  of  the  rich  and 
the  poor  man's  child.  He  failed  to  see  where 
that  argument  could  be  applied  to  the  question 
at  all.  The  honourable  gentleman  altogether 
ignored  or  left  out  of  the  discussion  the  point 
as  to  the  anomaly  that  now  existed.  It  was 
evidently  allowed  by  the  Education  Act  that 
this  matter  should  be  decided  by  the  different 
Education  Boaids.  But  he  thought  the  prin- 
cipal argtmient  against  it  was  that  there  should 
be  no  anomaly.  The  honourable  member  for 
Ashley  said  he  found  that  those  members  who 
were  supporting  this  proposal  to  allow  all  child- 
ren to  compete  for  scholarships  were  principally 
members  who  voted  for  the  Private  Schools  Bill. 
If  be  looked  at  the  division-list  he  would  see 
that  himself  (Mr.  Guinness),  Sir  Bobert  Stout, 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Oity 
(Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  and  others  who  bad  spoken 
voted  against  that  BUI. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Sir  Bobert  Stout  was  not 
a  member  of  the  House  then. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  he  was  when  this 
question  time  after  time  came  up ;  therefore  the 
remark  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley 
was  rather  an  unfortunate  one.  It  showed 
that  bis  research  or  recollection  was  defective. 
It  was  well  known  there  were  a  number  of 
persons  supporting  private  schools  who,  from 
conscientious  motives,  would  not  send  their 
children  to  State  schools.  That  was  the  sore- 
neos  there  was  in  the  land.  Everything  should 
be  done  that  could  be  done  to  make  the  colo- 
nial education  system  as  widely  acceptable  as 
poflsible.  Everything  should  be  done  by  the 
House  in  that  direction,  and  this  was  one  of 
those  matters  that  would  tend  to  induce  per- 
sons to  send  their  children  to  private  schools, 
which  was  a  thing  to  be  encouraged,  because 
by  doing  so  they  were  saving  the  State  a  very 
huge  sum  per  annum  in  the  way  of  capitation, 
grants  for  school -buildings,  and  appliances; 
and  if  they  encouraged  people  to  do  that 
they  should  give  to  their  children  a  full  op- 
portunity of  competing  for  these  scholarships. 
Therefore  he  thought,  if  the  Minister  was 
bringing  in  an  amendment  of  the  Education 
Act  this  session,  he  should  embody  this  prin- 
ciple in  it.  The  honourable  gentleman's 
answer  was  that  the  framers  of  the  Act  handed 
the  matter  over  to  the  Education  Boards  to 
decide.  If  that  were  so,  the  Education  Boards 
bad  to  decide  under  and  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  Minister  :  they  could  do  nothing  in 
this  matter  without  the  consent  of  the  Minister. 
A  great  deal  more  might  be  said  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  as  local  Bills  were  coming  on  that 
aftnnoon  he  would  not  take  up  further  time. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 


PAINTING  CUSTOMHOUSE,  ETC., 
DUNEDIN. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  are  aware  that  the  psinting  of  both  the 
Customhouse  and  the  Resident  Magistrate's 
Court  in  Dunedin  was  done  under  a  co-opera- 
tive system,  the  plant  being  that  of  Mr.  H.  S. 
Fish,  junior,  M.M.R.,  the  employes  being  those 
usually  in  his  service,  though  the  contractor 
was  a  Mr.  Rosenbrock?  During  last  session 
representations  were  made  to  him  from  Dun- 
edin with  regard  to  this  question.  The  Premier 
would  be  quite  aware  that  during  the  present 
session  considerable  debate  had  taken  place 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  with  regard  to  the 
00 -operative  system,  and  that  the  painting 
especially  which  had  been  done  in  Wellington 
under  that  system  had  been  challenged  in  the 
House  as  to  its  merits.  The  question  had 
been  raised  whether  the  work  should  have  been 
done  imder  the  co-operative  system  or  under 
the  system  of  private  contract.  Another  ques- 
tion was  also  involved,  and,  he  thought,  one  of 
far  greater  moment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  introducing  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  he  thought  the  posi- 
tion of  affairs  referred  to  in  his  question  shoidd 
come  under  the  notice  of  the  Government,  and 
he  would  like  to  knpw  whether  there  had  not 
been  a  surreptitious  evasion  of  the  law  which 
provided  that  no  member  of  Parliament  should 
engage  in  Government  work.  He  would  also 
like  to  ask  whether  the  work  was  done  pro- 
perly or  not ;  because  the  money  that  was  paid 
for  that  work  was  out  of  all  proportion 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  going  beyond  the  terms  of  his  own 
question. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  he  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Minister  was  aware  of  the  fact 
that  the  contractor  who  painted  the  Custom- 
house in  Dunedin  in  July,  1892,  and  who 
also  got  a  contract  in  October,  1892,  to  paint 
the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  in  Dunedin, 
made  use|Of  plant  belonging  to  a  member  of  the 
House  on  those  occasions,  and  that  the  em- 
ployes of  the  same  honourable  member  were 
also  emnloyed  on  the  work  ?  He  was  credibly 
informed  that  the  foreman  of  the  same  honour- 
able member  was  continually  about  this  work. 
He  thought  this  was  a  serious  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  doubt  whatever  that  what  had  led  to 
this  question  being  put  upon  the  Order  Paper 
was  the  fact  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish)  had  taken  objection 
in  the  House  to  the  Government  doing  paint- 
ing-work, at  all  events  under  the  co-operative 
system.  The  work  in  question  was  done 
under  contract.  He  was  not  aware  to  whom 
the  plant  belonged  which  the  contractor  used 
in  doing  the  work. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  he  would  like  to  ask 
a  further  question  without  notice  —  namely. 
Did  the  Pramier  think  that  it  was  a  proper 
letting  of  a  contract  that  practically  what  was- 
half  the  Engineer's  estimate 
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Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  was  askixig  for  an 
expression  of  opinion. 

m.  EABNSHAW  would  like  to  ask  the 
PremieE  whether  he  was  aware  that  the  En- 
gineer's estimate  for  the  work  was  £46  for 
painting  the  Gostomhouse,  and  £80  for  paint- 
ing the  Magistrate's  Court,  while  the  contrac- 
tor's price  was  £25  lOs.  for  the  Oustomhouse 
and  £18  10s.  for  the  Besident  Magistrate's 
Gourt. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  doubt  the 
prices  paid  for  the  work  were  very  low,  but,  as 
the  system  had  obtained  previously  of  aooept- 
ing  the  lowest  tender,  the  usual  rule  was  fol- 
lowed. He  was  asked  to  give  an  expression  of 
opinion.  He  did  not  believe  that  what  had 
Iseen  done  was  a  right  thing  to  do,  and  if  the 
co-operative  system  had  been  adopted  in  this 
case  he  thought  they  would  have  got  equally 
good  work,  and  have  paid  a  fair  price  fox  it. 

TABAKAKI  ROADS. 

Mr.  MoGUIBE  asked  the  Qovemment,  If  it 
is  their  intention  to  call  for  tenders  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible  for  all  roadworks  (I 
refer  more  especially  to  roadworks  which  haid 
to  be  postponed  on  account  of  the  unfavourable 
weather  wnich  has  existed  for  the  past  eighteen 
months;  the  works  to  which  I  particularly 
refer  are  the  works  on  the  East  Road  for  the 
purpose  of  connecting  the  Provincial  District 
of  Taranaki  with  the  Provincial  District  of 
AucUand,  and  the  works  on  the  Junction  Road 
to  that  point  where  it  joins  the  East  Road,  to- 
getiier  with  other  important  works  which  are  a 
bar  to  the  settlement  of  the  colony)  ?  It  often 
happened  that  tenders  were  not  ccJled  for  at  the 
right  season  of  the  year,  and  it  was  only  when 
the  winter  approached  that  tenders  were  called 
for.  Winter  was  not  the  most  suitable  time  for 
xoad-making,  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
in  the  interests  of  true  economy  that  advantage 
flhould  be  taken  of  favourable  weather. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  must  not  argue  the  point  in  asking  the 
question. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  simply  desired  that  contracts 
should  be  called  for  at  the  proper  season, 
because  if  they  were  not  it  meant  an  increased 
price  being  charged  for  the  work,  and  the 
Minister  must  know  from  past  experience  that 
such  would  be  the  case. 

Mr.  J.  McKEKZIE  said,  if  it  were  only  ne- 
cessary to  give  the  information  asked  for  to 
the  honourable  member,  then  he  should  say 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  got  the  in- 
formation. All  the  information  had  been  given 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  verbally  and  in 
writing,  and  also  to  the  county  authorities, 
weeks  ago.  The  honourable  gentleman  knew 
perfectly  well  what  was  to  be  done  in  this 
matter.  However,  as  honourable  members 
might  feel  some  desire  to  know  the  facts  in  con- 
nection with  this  question,  he  had  no  objection 
to  answer  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  said 
in  his  question  that  the  works  had  been  de- 
layed owing  to  the  bad  weather.  That  was 
flo.  Tenders  had  been  called  for  the  East  Road 
on  a  previous  occasion^  and  tenders  would  have 


been  aooepted,  only  the  roads  were  in  sudh  a 
state  at  tiie  time,  and  the  weather  was  so  bad, 
that  the  tenders  were  much  higher  than  the 
Engineer's  estimate.  It  was,  therefore,  not 
thought  advisable  to  go  on  with  the  work  at 
the  time,  and  the  county  authorities  and  the 
honourable  member  were  informed  that  the 
Qovemment  would  caJl  for  tenders  early  in  the 
spring;  and  it  was  their  intention  to  do  so. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
say  anything  more  on  that  subject.  He  might 
say  a  great  deal  more,  because  it  was  evident 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  took  a  delight 
in  putting  questions  to  him  which  had  already 
been  answered  privately,  and  the  information 
given  to  the  local  bodies. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  he  thought  it  was  more 
satis&otory  to  get  replies  to  questions  on  the 
floor  of  the  House. 

FLAX. 

Mr.  HARKKESS  asked  the  Premier,  Is  it 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  appoint 
an  expert  to  examine  and  grade  dressed  flax 
previous  to  export  ?  If  so,  is  the  appointment 
arranged  for,  and  what  amount  of  remunera- 
tion do  l^e  Government  intend  to  pay  for  the 
services  rendered?  It  was  generally  under- 
stood that  the  Government  intended  to  ap- 
point an  expert  to  examine  and  grade  flax  price 
to  exportation.  If  that  were  so,  he  would  like 
to  know  if  it  would  follow  that  a  tax  would 
be  levied  on  the  article  to  cover  the  cost  of 
inspection. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  appoint  an  ex- 
pert to  examine  and  grade  flax  this  year.  He 
had  answered  the  question  previously  that 
session  by  informing  the  House  that  it  would 
be  necessary,  in  order  to  do  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  asked,  to  get  legislation  passed ; 
and  the  Government  did  not  f^hink  any  legisla- 
tion which  they  could  pass  at  the  present  stage 
of  the  industry  would  be  at  all  satisfactory. 
As  the  Gtovemment  did  not  intend  to  appoint 
an  expert  for  the  purpose,  of  course  it  followed 
tiiat  no  appointment  nad  been  made,  and  that 
no  remuneration  had  been  fixed. 

MARTINI-HENRY   RIFLES. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  a  promise  was  given 
him  the  other  day  that  inquiry  would  be  made 
whether  the  Government  had  Received  any 
advice  from  Home  by  the  last  mail  as  to  the 
shipment  of  the  Martini-Henry  rifles.  He 
would  now  like  to  know  whether  they  had  any 
information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  l6oked  over  their 
monthly  returns  of  shipments  made,  and  also 
though  the  correspondence  from  the  Agent- 
General,  but  there  was  no  mention  whatever  of 
the  matter,  although  in  the  previous  correspond- 
ence it  was  stated  that  they  were  to  be  shipped 
early  in  March.  That  was  the  last  correspond- 
ence they  had  had  on  the  subject,  and  he 
could  not  understand  whv  the  rifles  were  not 
here,  or  what  had  occurred. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  suggested  that  it  might  be  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]        Lah<ywr  Department.        [HOUSE.]         Egmont  County  Bill.         125 


well  to  cable  on  the  subject  to  the  Agent- 
General. 

Ifr.  SEDDON  thonght  that  imder  the  oir- 
oometanoes  it  would  be  as  well  to  do  so,  so  as 
to  set  the  matter  at  rest.  He  would  therefore 
cable. 

LABOUB  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  suggest  in  what  manner  the  Motion  No.  11 
en  to-day's  Order  Paper  should  be  amended  to 
enable  the  return  to  be  ordered  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  there  was  no  opposition 
to  the  first  part  of  the  return  asked  for,  and 
there  was  no  opposition  to  part  (4).  There 
wonld  be  no  opposition  to  part  (2)  down  to 
the  word  **  advance,"  but  there  was  opposition 
to  the  last  two  lines  of  that  part.  There  was 
opposition  to  the  part  marked  '*  (8)." 

FERNHILL  COAL  COMPANY'S  RAILWAY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FISH,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  copies  of 
any  letter  or  letters  sent  to  the  Railway  Oom- 
missioners  or  any  of  their  officials  by  Sir 
Robert  Stout,  or  the  firm  of  Stout,  Mondy,  and 
Sim,  having  any  reference  to  the  Fetnhill  Goal 
Oosnpany's  railway. 

LABOUR  DEPARTMENT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DUTHIE,  it  was 
ordered,  That  theie  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  return  showing  the  heads  of  expenditure 
by  the  Labour  Department  during  last  year, 
amounting  to  £4,129. 

NATIVE-LAND  PURCHASES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELSON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  return  of  Native  land  acquired  by  the  State 
out  of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway 
Loan  and  other  sources  respectively  between 
the  Ist  April,  1891,  and  the  80th  June,  1898, 
showing  the  date  upon  which  negotiations  were 
entered  into  in  each  case,  the  rate  per  acre 
agreed  upon,  and  the  assumed  state  of  the 
negotiations  at  the  latter  date;  a  map  to  ac- 
eompany  the  return,  distinguishing  the  blocks 
affected  by  **The  New  Plymouth  Harbour 
Boatd  Endowment  Act,  1874,"  and  "The 
Wanganui  River  Trust  Act,  1892." 

EGMONT  COUNTY  BILL. 

Mr.  TANNER  moved.  That  the  Chairman 
leave  the  chair. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Sandford 
Saunders 
Tanner 
Taylor. 

Tellers. 
Kelly,  J. 
Palmer. 

Hamlin 
Hutchison,  G. 


Ayes,  20. 

Blake 

McLean 

Buick 

Moore 

Fiflh 

Newman 

Hall 

Parata 

Hogg 

Reeves 

Houston 

Rhodes 

Joyce 

RusseU 

Noes,  28. 

Buokland 

Dunoan 

Oamoross 

Hall-Jones 

Kapa 
Lawiy 

Maokenrie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McEenzie,  J. 


For. 
Allen 
Bruce 
Shera 
Valentine. 


Meredith 

Mills,  C.  H. 

Mitchelson 

Seddon 

Stout 

Swan 

Paibs. 


Taipua 
Wilson 
Wright. 

TelUrs. 
Harkness 
Thompson,  R. 


Against. 
Waid 

Thompson,  T. 
Pinkerton 
Smith,  W.  C. 


Majority  against,  3. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  progress  be 
ported,  and  leave  given  to  sit  again. 
The  Committee  divided. 

.Ayes,  82. 
Blake  Lake 

Buick  Lawry 

Carroll  Mackintosh 

Eamshaw  Meredith 

Fisher  Mills,  C.  H. 

Hall  Mooie 

Hall-Jones        Newman 
Hogg  Palmer 

Hutchison,  W.  Parata 
Kelly,  J 


Kelly,  W. 

Buokland 

Joyce 

Kapa 


For. 
McLean 
Pinkerton 
Thompson,  T. 
Valentine 
Ward. 


Reeves 
Russell 

Nobs,  8. 
McGowan 
Taipua 

Thompson,  R. 
Paibs. 


Sandford 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  W.  C. 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Wilson 

Wright. 

Tellers, 
Camcross 
Rhodes. 

TeUsrs. 
Hamlin 
Harkness. 


Against, 
Hutchison,  G. 
Duncan 
Brace 
Buchanan 
Allen. 


Majority  for,  24. 
Progress  reported. 

RIVERTON  HARBOUR  BOARD  EM- 
POWERING BILL. 

IN  GOlfMITTBB. 

Captain  RUSSELL  moved,  That  the  Chair- 
man  leave  the  chair. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Buokland 

Earnshaw 

Harkness 

Lake 

Lawry 

Meredith 


Buick 

Carroll 

Dawson 

Eraser 

Hall 

Hogg 

Houston 

KeUy,  W. 


Ayes,  16. 
Mitchelson 
Moore 
Newman 
Rhodes 
Richardson 
Saunders 

Nobs,  22. 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLean 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Palmer 
Parata 
Pinkerton 


Tanner 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Blake 
Thompson,  R.. 

Sandford 
Smith,  W.  C. 
Stout 
Taylor. 

Tellers, 
Kelly,  J. 
Smith,  E.  M.. 
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For. 
BuBsell 
Buchanan 
Bxuce 
AUen. 


Paibs. 


Againtt, 
Hall-Jones 
Duncan 
Pinkerton 
McGuire. 


Majority  against,  6. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  BUGKLAND  moved,  That  progress  be 
reported. 
The  Oommittee  divided. 

Ayes,  18. 


Bnokland 

Moore 

Tanner 

Eamshaw 

Newman 

Thompson,  T. 

Harkness 

Beeves 

WUson. 

Lake 

Rhodes 

Tellers. 

Lawry 
Meredith 

Bichardson 

Blake 

Saunders 

Thompson,  B 

Mitchelson 

Noes,  2] 

Bnick 

McKenzie,  < 

J.    Seddon 

Dawson 

McLean 

Smith,  W.  0. 

Fraser 

Mills.  C.  H. 

Stout 

HaU 

Palmer 

Taylor. 

Hogg 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Houston 

Pinkerton 

Kelly,  J. 

Hutchison,  W. 

Sandford 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Mackintosh 

Pairs. 

For 

Against. 

Russell 

Hall-Jones 

Buchanan 

Duncan 

Bruce 

Pinkerton 

Allen. 

Carroll. 

Majority  against,  8. 
Motion  negatived. 
Progress  subsequently  reported. 

BESTRAINT  OP  MONOPOLIES  BILL. 

Mr.  SHEBA,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  felt  bound  to  state  to  the  House 
that  the  Bill  had  been  generally  condemned 
by  the  Press  of  the  colony.  He  had  not  seen 
a  single  article  in  its  favour,  and  he  had  seen 
a  great  many  leading  articles  condenming  it. 
But  he  thought  that  the  Press,  although  it 
was  generally  an  enlightened  Press,  liad  mis- 
anderstood  the  object  and  scope  of  this  Bill. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  protect  pro- 
ducers against  combinations  of  speculators, 
so  that  producers  might  get  paid  the  fair 
market  price  for  what  they  produced,  and  to 
prevent  rings  and  combinations  from  speculat- 
mg  unduly  in  commodities,  and  thus  raising 
prices  on  consumers.  There  was  no  new  idea 
embodied  in  the  Bill.  What  was  contained 
in  this  Bill  was  for  many  centuries  the  law 
of  England.  When  men  were  of  consequence, 
in  the  times  of  the  early  Plantagenets,  laws 
were  enacted  embodying  the  principle  of  this 
Bill — laws  against  "engrossing'*  and  ** fore- 
stalling." But  as  years  went  by,  and  wealth 
waxed  powerful,  these  laws  were  repealed.  In 
the  reign  of  George  III.  a  large  batch  of  these 
laws  were  repealed,  and  the  remainder  of  them 
were  wiped  off  the  statute-book  in  the  reign 
of  our  present  Queea,  in  the  early  years  of  her 


reign.  He  proposed  to  supply  Hansard  with  & 
list  of  these  laws— about  forty  of  them— whioli 
had  existed  upon  this  subject,  but  had  been 
repealed :  he  would  not  trouble  the  House  by 
readixig  a  list  of  them. 

Sir  J.  HALL  thought  it  was  rather  straining 
the  liberty  which  honourable  members  bad. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  forty  of  them 
he  thought  he  should  be  required  to  read  the 
whole  of  those  Aots. 

Mr.  SHEBA  thought  there  were  very  im- 
portant orders  on  the  Paper,  and  it  would  be 
impolitic  to  read  a  list  of  them  on  this  occa- 
sion; but  if  honourable  members  referred  to 
the  United  States  Congressional  Record,  1890, 
they  would  ther^  find  a  list  of  the  repealed 
statutes.  He  might  be  charged,  possibly,  hj 
friends  of  the  honourable  genUeman,  if  he  read 
them  now,  with  having  attempted  to  stonewall 
a  very  important  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  read  such  portions  of  these  Aots  as 
were  pertinent  to  the  Bill  of  which  he  was  now 
moving  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SHEBA  said  he  intended  to  take  the 
course  he  had  already  stated,  which  he  con- 
sidered the  best. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  suggested  that,  as  the 
laws  of  the  Plantagenets  were  in  Norman 
French,  the  House  might  excuse  the  hononv> 
able  member  for  not  reading  them. 

Mr.  SHEBA  said  that  just  recently— at  least 
not  very  long  ago  —  an  Act  had  been  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  American  Bepublio, 
upon  which  this  Bill  was  based ;  and  Senator 
George,  who  opposed  the  Bill  in  the  American 
Senate,  said, — 

**  Certainly,  there  is  no  subject  likely  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  the  present  Congress  in 
which  the  people  of  this  country  are  more 
deeply  interested  than  in  the  subject  of  trusts 
and  combinations.  These  evils  have  grovm 
within  the  last  few  years  to  an  enormous  mag- 
nitude :  enormous  also  in  their  numbers.  They 
cover  nearly  all  the  great  branches  of  trade  and 
production  in  which  our  country  is  interested. 
They  grow  out  of  the  present  tendency  of 
economic  affairs  throughout  the  world.  It  is 
a  sad  thought  to  the  philanthropist  that  the 
present  system  of  production  and  exchange  is 
having  that  tendency  which  is  sure  at  some 
not  very  distant  day  to  crush  out  all  small 
men,  all  small  capitalists,  all  small  enterprises. 
This  is  being  done  now.  We  find  everywhere 
over  our  land  the  wrecks  of  small  independent 
enterprises  thrown  in  our  pathway.  So  now 
the  American  Congress  and  the  American 
people  are  brought  face  to  face  with  this  sad, 
this  great  problem :  Is  production,  is  trade, 
to  be  taken  away  from  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  and  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
men,  who,  I  am  obliged  to  add,  by  the  policies 
pursued  by  our  Government,  have  been  enabled 
to  aggregate  to  themselves  enormous  f  ortimes  ?  '* 

Senator  Sherman,  who  introduced  the  Bill, 
said, — 

'*  It  is  said  that  this  Bill  will  interfere  with 
lawful  trade — ^with  the  customary  business  of 
life.    I  deny  it.    It  aims  only  at  unlawful  corn- 
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binatioiis.  It  does  not  in  the  least  affect  com- 
binations in  aid  of  {^redaction  where  there  is 
free  and  fair  competition.  It  is  the  right  of 
«vei7  man  to  work,  labour,  and  produce  in  any 
lawful  vocation,  and  to  transport  his  produc- 
tion on  equal  terms  and  conditions  and  imder 
like  circumstances.  This  is  industrial  liberty, 
and  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  equality  of  eil 
rights  and  privileges.  The  right  to  combine 
the  capital  and  labour  of  two  or  more  persons 
in  a  given  pursuit  with  a  community  of  profit 
and  loss,  under  the  name  of  a  partnership,  is 
open  to  all,  and  is  not  an  infringement  of  in- 
dustrial liberty,  but  is  an  aid  to  production. 
TThe  law  of  partnership  clearly  defines  what  is 
a  lawful  and  what  is  an  unlawful  partnership. 
The  same  business  is  open  to  every  other  part- 
nerahip ;  and,  while  it  is  a  combination,  it  does 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  prevent  competition. 
The  combination  of  labour  and  capital  in  the 
form  of  a  corporation  to  carry  on  any  lawful 
business  is  a  proper  and  useful  expedient, 
especially  for  great  enterprises  of  a  gtuui-pub- 
lic  character,  and  ought  to  be  encouraged  and 
protected  as  tending  to  cheapen  the  cost  of 
poduction ;  but  these  corporate  rights  should 
be  open  to  all  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions. Such  corporations,  being  mere  crea- 
tures of  law,  can  only  exercise  the  powers 
rcially  granted  and  defined.  Experience  has 
wn  that  they  are  the  most  useful  agencies 
of  modern  civilisation.  They  have  enabled  in- 
dividuals to  unite  and  undertake  great  enter- 
prises only  attempted  in  former  times  by 
powerful  Governments." 

He  read  this  in  order  to  set  aside  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  Press,  that  if  this  Bill 
passed  into  law  it  would  interfere  with  ordi- 
nary trade.  Thus,  if  honourable  members  would 
carefully  consider  his  Bill  they  would  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  would  not  only  be  not 
injurious  but  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  mass 
of  the  community.  Senator  George,  who  op- 
posed this  Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  was  uncon- 
stitutional, spoke  as  follows  :— 

••These  trusts  and  combinations  are  great 
wrongs.  They  have  invaded  most  of  the  im- 
portant branches  of  business ;  they  operate 
with  a  double-edged  sword ;  they  increase  be- 
yond reason  the  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life^ 
and  business,  and  they  decrease  the  cost  of  the 
caw  material,  the  farm  produQts  of  the  coun- 
try ;  they  regulate  prices  at  their  will,  depress 
the  price  of  what  they  buy  and  increase  the 
price  of  what  they  sell;  they  aggregate  to 
themselves  great,  enormous  wealth  by  extor- 
tion, which  makes  the  people  poor.  Then, 
making  this  extorted  wealth  the  means  of 
further  extortion  from  their  unfortunate  vic- 
tims the  people,  they  pursue  unmolested,  un- 
restrained by  law,  their  ceaseless  round  of 
peculation  under  the  law  till  they  are  fast  pro- 
ducing that  condition  in  our  people  in  which 
the  great  mass  of  them  are  the  servitors  of 
Uiose  who  have  this  aggregated  wealth  at  their 

command The  home,  the  farm, 

the  workshop,  are  becoming  the  properties  by 
encumbrances  of  lordly  creditors,  who,  by 
methods  encouraged  and  fostered  by  law  in 


some  instances,  and  permitted  by  law  in  others, 
have  extorted  their  ill-gotten  gains  from  the 
poor,  and  then  used  the  money  thus  obtained 
to  complete  the  ruin  of  the  people.  The  people 
ask  us  for  redress.  They  plead  for  security 
against  these  wrongs." 

It  was  quite  true  that  these  evils  did  not 
exist  to  the  same  magnitude  in  New  Zealand. 
At  the  same  time,  it  was  beyond  all  dispute 
that  in  older  countries  they  did  exist,  and  it 
might  be  that  they  would  grow  up  in  our  midst, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  masses  of  the  people. 
He  had  the  honour  to  move  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  had  no  doubt  that  the  mover 
of  this  very  important  Bill  considered  it  of 
very  great  value ;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  this : 
that,  reading  the  Bill  through  very  carefully,  he 
did  not  think  any  of  the  extracts  that  had 
been  read  applied  to  this  Bill  at  all.  The  BUI, 
to  his  mind,  was  a  very  crude  one ;  and  he 
would  like  to  ask  the  honourable  gentleman, 
what  did  he  mean  by  conspiracy  ?  He  thought 
the  legal  gentlemen  would  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  there  must  be  three  parties  to  a 
matter  to  constitute  it  a  conspiracy.  Therefore 
they  should  have  a  more  clearly-defined  indi- 
cation as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  in  this 
Bill.  He  was  not  desirous  of  opposing  the 
Bill,  because  he  thought,  in  all  conscience,  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  trying  to  do  his 
best  to  assist  some  one.  He  (Mr.  Taylor)  did 
not  know  who  that  was  at  the  present  time, 
but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  it  would  be 
absolutely  interfering,  perhaps,  with  the  co- 
operative system  of  the  Government;  and  he 
wanted  to  have  this  clearly  defined  before  he 
could  agree  with  it.  If  he  could  think  for  one 
moment  that  the  passing  of  this  Bill  would 
assist  those  whom  the  honourable  gentleman 
spoke  about— namely,  the  poor  and  needy  of 
the  colony — he  would  unquestionably  support 
it,  because  he  never  refused  to  do  that ;  but, 
in  regard  to  a  Bill  like  this,  he  might  as  well 
say  that  trade-unions,  or  other  bodies  of  that 
kind,  could  not  act  together  and  work  out  their 
destinies.  He  regretted  to  have  to  oppose  a 
measure  of  that  kind  simply  because  his 
honourable  friend  was  not  clear  in  his  expla- 
nation, nor  was  he  concise  in  dealing  with  the 
provisions  of  the  measure.  He  wanted  to  know 
why  measures  of  this  kind  were  brought  in. 
He  was  quite  sure  that,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  gone  to  the  Government  and 
asked  them  to  embody  some  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  in  a  measure  which  would  be  for 
the  welfare  of  the  colony,  the  Premier  would 
have  been  most  willing  to  assist  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  bringing  in  a  well-considered 
measure.  He  was  not  going  to  take  up  much 
time  in  discussing  the  Bill  clause  by  clause, 
because  he  did  not  think  there  was  anything  in 
it  clear  enough  to  justify  him  in  taking  that 
course.  It  was  one  of  the  vaguest  of  Bills,  and 
he  hoped  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua,  who  knew  something  about  this  ques- 
tion, would  try  and  elucidate  the  measure  later 
on.  He  did  not  blame  the  honourable  gentle- 
man for  bringing  in  the  Bill,  but  he  ought  to 
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have  brought  in  a  well-oonsidered  noeasare, 
and  if  he  had  done  that  he  (Mr.  Taylor)  would 
have  given  the  honourable  genUeman  his 
support. 

Mr.  BEEVES  did  not  rise  to  criticize  this 
Bill  at  length,  or  clause  by  clause,  nor  did 
he  rise  to  throw  any  aspersions  upon  the 
motives  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  brought  it  in.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man's motives,  he  had  no  doubt,  were  very 
pure.  At  the  same  time,  the  obvious  effect  of 
this  Bill  would  be,  first  of  all,  to  consign  to  gaol 
the  whole  of  the  trade-unionists  in  the  oolony ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  it  would  render  every 
member  of  a  society  of  prohibitionists  liable 
to  a  fine  of  £500,  and  to  twelve  months'  impri- 
sonment also.  That,  possibly,  might  cause  the 
Bill  to  have  some  good  features  in  the  eyes  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish).  But,  putting  that  on  one  side  at  pre- 
sent, he  must  say  that  he  was  not  prepared  to 
throw  so  considerable  a  section  of  ms  constitu- 
ents in  imminent  danger  of  ruin  and  imprison- 
ment, as  the  passing  of  that  Bill  would  do. 
Section  2  provided  that  <*  Every  contract  or 
combination  in  any  form  whatever,  or  con- 
spiracy, in  restraint  of  trade  or  commerce, 
made,  entered  into,  or  engaged  in  in  the  Colony 
of  Now  Zealand,  or  par&y  vnthin  and  partly 
without  the  said  colony,  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  illegal " ;  and  a  fine  of  £600  might  be  im- 
posed, and  twelve  months'  imprisonment  in- 
flicted, for  a  breach  of  this  section.  Now,  if 
that  section  were  passed,  it  would  apply  to 
trade- unions  and  similar  bodies. 

Mr.  SHEBA  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  read  the  preamble,  which  said,  **  save 
and  except  such  combinations  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  authorised  under  any  enact- 
ment having  for  its  object  the  adjustment  of 
labour  disputes  and  the  settlement  of  differ- 
ences between  employers  and  employed." 

Mr.  BEEVES  said,  suppose  the  stony-hearted 
Legislative  Council  were  to  throw  out  the  most 
useful  measure  ever  brought  before  the  House, 
— ^he  referred  to  the  Industrial  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Bill,~'the  effect  of  this  Bill  would 
be  to  render  the  whole  of  the  trade  -  unionists 
liable  to  a  fine  of  £500  and  twelve  months'  im- 
prisonment. The  honourable  gentleman  had, 
no  doubt,  looked  ahead,  and  considered  the 
possibility  of  that  measure  becoming  law,  as 
he  trusted  it  would.  They  knew,  however,  that 
there  was  a  possibility  that  such  a  measure 
might  be  rejected,  and  then,  what  would  be  the 
result  of  such  a  Bill  as  this  ?  The  provision  in 
the  preamble  would  not  then  apply,  and  there- 
fore the  full  effect  of  this,  should  he  say,  most 
merciless  measure  would  apply  to  the  trade- 
unions  of  the  colony.  He  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  pause  and  consider  the 
effect  of  this  measure,  which,  he  felt  sure, 
would  be  very  much  more  far-reaching  than 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself  contem- 
plated. If  the  honourable  gentleman  Would 
strike  out  the  clause  he  had  referred  to,  he 
saw  no  great  reason  why  the  rest  of  the  Bill 
should  not  be  read  a  second  time,  and  then 
they  might  consider  the  measure  clause  by 
Mr.  Taylor 


clause  in  Committee.  Possibly  the  honooz* 
ahle  gentleman  might  like  to  have  the  Bill 
referred  to  the  Labour  Bills  Committee.  But, 
speaking  seriously,  he  thought  the  2nd  clause 
ought  not  to  be  passed  by  the  House,  because 
ite  effeote  would  be  of  a  most  tyrannicftl 
character. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  would  like  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  this  Bill.  He  did  not  think  the 
preamble  would  have  the  effect  which  the 
mover  of  the  Bill  said  it  would  have.  He 
thought,  in  fact,  that  it  would  have  an  oppo* 
site  effect,  because  he  did  not  think  the  objeote 
cd  trade-unions  were  solely  the  settlement  of 
trade  disputes.  He  thought,  rather,  they  were 
formed  with  a  view  to  benefiting  their  mem- 
hers  by  trying  to  get  a  little  more  money  out 
of  their  employers  than  they  otherwise  might 
get.  He  thought,  too,  that  the  Government 
might  come  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill ; 
and  so  might  the  Railway  Commissioners,  wha 
owned  the  railways,  and  were  thus  great  mono- 
polists. Then,  tiie  Qovemment  officials  in 
charge  of  the  Post  Office  and  telegraphs  would 
come  under  the  Bill  for  a  similar  reason,  and 
they  would  have  to  be  put  down  with  the  strong 
arm  of  the  law  if  this  Bill  were  carried.  It 
would  be  a  very  serious  measure  indeed  ta 
pass.  He  could  not  tell  where  the  honourable 
gentleman  procured  the  opinions  which  he 
read  in  support  of  his  case.  He  did  not  think, 
especially  in  a  colony  like  this,  that  they  re- 

Suired  a  Bill  of  this  character.  One  effect  of 
be  Bill  would  be  to  repeal  all  the  patent  laws 
of  the  colony,  for  no  one  was  to  be  allowed  to 
have  a  monopoly  of  anything.  Thus  the  Bill 
would  be  a  great  blow  against  the  people  trying 
to  make  new  inventions.  It  was  quite  clear 
the  Bill  would  have  this  effect.  Tnen,  there 
was  another  thing  he  would  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  member.  Why  did  the  honourable- 
gentleman  confine  the  Bill  to  trade  and  com- 
merce ?  Why  not  apply  it  to  intelligence  and 
wit,  and  thus  prevent  any  single  member  from 
having  a  monopoly  of  saying  iJl  the  short  and 
clever  things  in  his  speech  ?  Why,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself  might  be  considered  to 
possess  a  monopoly  of  saying  short  and  clever 
things  in  that  House,  and  if  this  Bill  became 
law  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  be  put 
in  gaol  at  once. 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  right,  or  in  acoordsiioe 
with  the  Standing  Orders,  that  any  honourable 
member  should  say  that  any  other  honourable 
member  should  be  put  in  gaol  at  once. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  understood  that  th» 
honourable  gentleman's  remarks  were  not  made 
in  earnest. 

Hon.  Mbmbxbs. — ^Withdraw. 

Mr.  BUCKLAin)  said  he  would  withdraw 
the  words,  and  explain  the  way  in  which  he- 
used  them.  He  used  them  in  this  way :  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  brought  in  this  Bill 
took  the  Bill  as  being  passed  already,  thft: 
honourable  gentleman  himself  might  come 
under  the  operation  of  it  at  once,  beoiekuse  any 
person  bringing  in  a  BiU  of  this  sort  ousht,  at 
any  rate,  to  practise  what  he  preacheo.    Hd 
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must  admit  that  he  considered  this  a  most 
extraordinary  Bill.  He  presumed  its  provisions 
would  apply  to  land,  because  commerce  applied 
to  land,  and  therefore  this  was  a  socialistic 
Bill.  **  Any  person  who  shall  monopolize  or 
attempt  to  monopolize."  If  a  person,  for  in- 
stance, were  to  buy  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  thus 
secure  a  monopoly  of  that  loaf,  the  Grown  Pro- 
secutor might  prosecute  him  and  have  him 
fined  £500  and  sent  to  gaol  for  twelve  months, 
because  he  was  really  attempting  to  mono- 
polize that  loaf  of  bread.  The  only  way  the  un- 
fortunate person  could  get  out  of  the  difficulty 
would  be  to  give  the  loaf  away  to  the  first  man 
who  asked  him  for  it,  or  who  looked  at  him. 
Honourable  members  would  not  be  allowed  to 
have  the  exclusive  possession  of  seats  in  that 
House,  for,  according  to  the  Bill,  they  would 
be  monopolizing  what  ought  to  belong  to  every- 
body. He  was  afraid  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  not  thoroughly  considered  the  nature 
of  this  measure.  He  supposed  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  say  that  it  applied  only  to 
trade  and  commerce;  but  he  would  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman,  what  was  trade  and 
what  was  commerce  ?  He  ought  to  have  had 
an  interpretation  in  the  Bill  of  these  terms. 
The  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  very  serious 
indeed.  The  measure  would  even  destroy  our 
marriage-lavrs.  One  did  not  know  where  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  would  begin  and  end. 
He  was  afraid  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
brought  the  Bill  in  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
a  monopoly  of  the  good  opinion  of  the  electors 
of  Auckland,  and  wished  to  use  that  monopoly 
at  the  next  election;  and  he  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  ought  to  be  restrained. 
The  Bill  was  also  drawn  in  a  very  funny  man- 
ner.   The  2nd  clause  read  thus : — 

**  From  and  after  the  ooming  into  operation 
of  this  Act  every  contract  or  combination  in 
any  form  whatever,  or  conspiracy,  in  restraint 
of  trade  or  commerce  made,  entered  into,  or 
engaged  in  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  or 
partly  within  and  partly  without  the  said 
oolony,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  illegal." 

So  that  no  contract  or  combination  in  any 
form  whatever  could  be  made :  it  was  declared 
illegal  and  must  be  restrained,  and  the  parties 
put  in  gaol.  They  might  abolish  all  their  laws 
If  this  Bill  came  into  force.  It  was  no  wonder 
the  honourable  gentleman  read  out  some  forty- 
five  Acts  which  he  desired  to  repeal.  The 
honourable  gentleman  might  repeal  the  whole 
of  the  laws,  and  then  this  Bill  would  be  our 
future  law.  It  would  do  away  with  everything. 
It  was  a  violently  tyrannical  measure.  For 
instance,  a  merchant  might  wish  to  buy  a  ton 
or  two  of  flour  or  sugar,  but  by  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill  he  would  be  restrained  from  doing  so. 
8o  far  as  he  could  see,  it  would  do  away  with 
the  wholesale  merchants  altogether,  and  also 
with  the  shopkeepers,  and  they  would  not  be 
able  any  longer  to  circulate  the  goods  of  this 
world.  There  was  no  doubt  it  would  have  this 
effect.  He  was  quite  certain  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  drafted  his  Bill  well.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller  said  it  would 
also  have  the  effect  of  doing  away  with  the 
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lunatic  asylums.  He  had  no  doubt  that  those 
institutions  enjoyed  some  kindof  that  monopoly 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  wished  to  do 
away  with  or  to  put  under  restraint,  and  this 
Bill  might  have  the  effect  of  doing  away  with 
their  power  of  restraining  people  there.  In 
fact,  they  scarcely  knew  what  it  would  not  do, 
seeing  that  its  scope  was  so  far-reaching  and  its 
provisions  so  very  peculiar.  He  thought  it  very 
wrong.  He  would  advise  the  honourable  mem- 
ber to  withdraw  the  Bill.  The  Bill  they  had 
before  them  the  other  day  was  withdrawn,  and 
he  must  sav  the  one  brought  in  in  its  place  was 
a  very  much  better  Bill.  He  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  make  this  a  more  com- 
prehensible measure,  and,  in  the  compass  of  six 
or  eight  pages,  say  exactly  what  he  meant,  and 
indicate  definitely  the  kind  of  monopolies  and 
combinations  he  would  restrain.  He  would  ask, 
would  he  restrain  the  timber-mills?  The  Kauri 
Timber  Company  had  got  a  monopoly  of  that 
trade  in  Auckland — ^he  did  not  say  the  whole 
of  the  monopoly  of  the  trade,  but  a  part  of  it, 
for  monopoly  did  not  necessarily  embrace  the 
whole  of  a  trade  ;  it  might  be  only  a  part  and 
still  be  a  monopoly,  no  matter  how  small  it 
might  be.  If  the  Bill  applied  to  monopolies  in 
timber,  it  would  also  apply  to  monopolies  in 
gum,  and  fiax,  and  in  shops,  and,  in  fact,  to 
every  department  of  trade  in  the  colony.  This 
sort  of  thing  would  bring  them  down  to  one 
universal  level.  He  was  sorry  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not  reserved  himself  for 
better  things,  instead  of  giving  the  whole  of  his 
life  to  this  Bill.  He  believed  it  was  a  *'  fad  "  of 
his,  and  that  he  had  been  thinking  of  this  Bill 
during  the  whole  of  his  life — ^reckding  piles  of 
books  upon  the  subject.  '  He  had  attempted 
that  evening  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  some 
of  his  reading,  but,  unfortunately,  he  lost  his 
place  in  the  book.  He  (Mr.  Buckland)  really 
thought  the  House  was  competent  to  restrain 
anything  in  the  nature  of  a  monopoly  of  trade 
without  a  Bill  of  this  sort.  The  Minister  of 
Labour,  in  that  House,  had  been  introducing  a 
whole  lot  of  Bills  that  distinctly  went  in  the 
direction  of  a  restraint  upon  trade,  as,  for  in- 
stance, the  Shop-hours  Bill,  the  Shops  and 
Shop-assistants  Bill,  the  Factories  Bill,  and  so 
on.  All  these  were  conspiracies  to  restrain 
trade.  The  Government  were  trying  to  restrain 
trade  in  the  colony,  and  every  one  who  voted 
to  pass  the  Shop-hours  Bill  and  these  other 
Bills  might,  under  the  Bill  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  he  fined  £500,  and  put  in  gaol  unless 
he  paid  the  fine.  This  Bill  did  not  exclude 
acts  of  Parliament;  but  it  started  in  a  fresh 
direction  all  our  social  world  and  life.  He 
knew  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  very 
powerful,  and  that  all  he  had  to  do  in  order  to 
get  his  Bill  passed  was  to  ask  that  it  might  be 
read  a  second  time.  But  he  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  being  strong,  would  also  be 
merciful  to  his  kind,  and  not  infiict  this  evil 
on  the  country.  It  would  be  worse  than  an 
eruption  of  Tarawera,  for  it  would  bring  upon 
the  colony  one  great  deluge  of  disaBter.  He 
would  not  say  anything  further,  but  he  hoped 
the  Bill  would  not  be  read  a  second  time.    He 
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was  going  to  say  that  he  woald  move  that  the 
Bill  he  road  a  second  time  that  day  nine  han- 
dled and  ninety-nine  years  hence. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  would  not  he  a 
proper  amendment. 

Mr.  BUGKLAND  said  no  shorter  time  would 
suit  him»  so  he  would  not  move  an  amendment 
at  all. 

Mr.  FISH  helieved  that  almost  every  member 
of  the  House  entertained  a  feeling  of  the  very 
highest  respect  for  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  moved  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
and  he  very  much  regretted  that  it  fell  to  his 
lot  to  tell  the  honourable  gentleman — or  to 
insinuate,  at  any  rate — that  he  really  did  not 
apprehend  the  importance  of  the  position  he 
was  taking  up  that  evening,  because  he  had  put 
before  ^hem  that  night  a  Bill  really  of  the 
greatest  magnitude — a  Bill  so  far-reaching  in 
its  effects  that  he  was  perfectly  certain  the 
honourable  gentleman  failed  utterly  and  en- 
tirely to  estimate  where  he  was  leading  them  ; 
and  yet  a  measure  of  this  gigantic  character 
—  of  this  large  and  far-reaching  character — 
ho  introduced  in  a  short  speech  of  about  ten 
minutes!  And  what  did  he  tell  them  more? 
He  looked  at  a  large  volume  lying  before  him, 
in  which,  apparently,  he  had  marked  out  for 
quotation  a  special  passage  of  great  power, 
and,  no  doubt,  applicable  to  the  matter  in 
hand,  but,  unfortunately,  he  could  not  find 
the  place ;  and  then  he  read  speeches  made 
by  Senator  Sherman  and  Senator  Qeorge.  He 
read  them  those  speeches  made  upon  a  Bill 
brought  into  the  American  Senate.  Now, 
they  did  not  want  to  be  told  —  and,  if  they 
did,  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  tell 
them — that  the  circumstances  which  existed 
in  America  did  not  exist  here.  It  might  be 
quite  a  propos  and  a  very  desirable  mea.sure 
to  introduce  in  that  great  country, — which  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  called  the 
greatest  country  in  the  world,— where  so  much 
abuse  existed,  and  where,  no  doubt,  gigantic 
monopolies  existed;  but  he  really  must  con- 
fess that  he  thought  it  was  an  insult  to  the 
intelligence  of  this  free  and  happy  country 
to  introduce  a  Bill  of  the  kind  here.  His 
honourable  friend  must  be  advised  of  this: 
that  he  did  not  seem  to  have  risen  to  the 
conception  of  what  a  statesman  should  be. 
There  was  an  old  Latin  saying  which  was, 
Multuin  in  parvo ;  but  that  saying  did  not,  he 
feared,  apply  so  far  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's political  capacity  was  concerned.  Small 
he  was 

Mr.  O'CONOB  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
thought  Mr.  Speaker  would  scarcely  allow  any 
member  of  the  House  to  make  personal  refer- 
ences to  an  honourable  member's  size. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  catch  what  the 
honourable  gentleman's  point  of  order  was. 

Mr.  0 'CONOR  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  referring  to  a  member  of  the  House 
as  being  a  small  member.  He  referred  to  the 
smallness  of  the  size  of  an  honourable  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, of  course,  should  not  make  any  remarks 
Mr.  Btuikland 


levelled  at  the  personal  appearance  ox  charac- 
teristics of  any  member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FISH  was  not  intending  to  do  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  he  was  really  surprised  that 
a  gentleman  of  such  long  experience  in  the 
House  as  the  honourable  member  for  the 
BuUer  should  raise  such  a  ridiculous  point  of 
order  as  he  had  just  done. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.—Order,  order. 

Mr.  FISH  said  while  Mr.  Speaker  was  pre- 
pared, as  he  always  was,  to  exercise  the  con- 
trol which  belonged  to  the  Chair,  he  would 
always  bow  cheerfully  to  his  ruling ;  but  these 
reiterated  cries  of  "Order,  order"  from  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller  had  no  more 
effect  on  him  than  water  falling  on  a  duck's 
back,  because  he  did  not  recognise  the  right  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  call  out  *'  Order, 
order"  in  that  authoritative  way.  To  the 
slightest  word  from  the  Chair  he  would  ever 
bow  with  the  greatest  docility  and  humility ; 
but  no  other  honourable  member,  while  Mr. 
Speaker  occupied  his  present  position,  had  any 
right  to  call  another  member  of  the  House  to 
order.  He  trusted  his  honourable  friend  would 
restrain  the  impetuosity  characteristic  of  the 
country  to  which  he  belonged,  and  not  in- 
terrupt him  further  in  the  current  of  his  re- 
marks, because  one  found  it  a  difficult  thing  to 
run  back.  He  had  been  about  to  say,  when 
interrupted,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Shera)  in  his  ideas  of  politics  and  of  the 
political  necessities  of  the  day,  did  not  rise  to 
the  height  which  he  {Mr.  Fish)  knew  his  as- 
pirations would  lead  him  to  achieve.  He  hetd 
crude  idea.s  that  something  was  wrong  in  this 
world,  and  he  had  said  to  himself,  like  one  of 
Shakespeare's  characters, — 

O  cursed  spite  1 

That  ever  I  was  born  to  set  it  right. 
The  honourable  gentleman  knew  or  judg:ed 
that  something  was  wrong,  and  he  had  a  dim 
glimmering  light  in  his  brain  as  to  something 
which  ought  to  be  done,  but  he  never  seemed 
to  be  able  to  grasp  the  right  manner  in  which 
to  do.it.  He  had  given  them  that  evening  an 
example  of  the  fact,  because  he  had  introduced 
this  far-reaching  Bill,  this  terrible  measure  as 
it  had  been  shown  to  be  by  various  speakers, 
witliout  seeking  to  explain  it  in  one  single  iota 
or  degree.  He  had  simply  read  a  few  passages 
from  speeches  of  American  senators ;  and  then, 
when  he  (Mr.  Fish)  was  opening  his  ears  and 
riveting  his  attention  on  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  get  some  pearls  of  wisdom,  it  might  be, 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  ov^n  making,  he 
suddenly  surprised  him  (Mr.  Fish),  and  appalled 
the  House  which  was  listening  to  him,  by 
quietly  resuming  his  seat.  In  acting  in  that 
manner  did  ho  think  he  was  treating  that 
august  Assembly  with  that  respect  it  was  en- 
titled to  demand  when  a  gentleman  presumed 
to  bring  into  the  House  a  Bill  of  this  important 
character?  The  honourable  gentleman  told 
them  that  this  was  the  law  of  the  land  in  the 
days  of  the  Plantagenets.  Ho  stated  that  it 
was  the  law  in  the  old  days  in  England  some 
centuries  ago,  and  he  said  that  the  law  had 
been  from  time  to  time  altered  since  then^ 
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And  he  came  at  last  to  the  admission  of  the 
fact  that  a  great  number  of  laws  of  this  charac- 
ter bad  been  repealed  in  the  days  of  our  own 
gracious  Sovereign,  Queen  Victoria.  Now, 
what  a  lesson  should  this  teaoh  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  this  House !  The  law  which  he 
was  now  seeking  to  re-enact  having  been  the 
law  of  the  days  of  the  Plantagenets,  and  having 
been  repealed  since  then,  and  the  last  vestiges 
of  it  repealed  as  late  as  the  days  of  the  pre- 
sent Sovereign  of  our  country,  did  it  not  show 
that  this  law  that  he  was  seeking  to  implant 
in  our  Constitution  was  a  law  which  civilisa- 
tion had  instructed  the  nation  to  repeal  and 
utterly  do  away  with?  And  his  honourable 
friend,  in  spite  of  his  profession  of  Liberalism, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  represented  the 
chief  city  of  the  colony,  the  brightest  gem  in  the 
New  Zealand  diadem— the  City  of  Auckland — 
wished  to  imperil  his  own  reputation,  and  also 
to  dim  the  lustre  of  the  city  from  which  he 
came,  by  introducing  a  Bill  to  re-enact  the 
laws  of  several  centuries  ago.  He  had  been 
surprised  at  his  honourable  friend's  lack  of 
wisdom  in  taking  that  action.  He  said  that 
as  wealth  waxed  powerful  these  laws  were 
wi^ed  off  the  statute-book.  As  wealth  and 
civilisation  grew,  of  course  people  were  able 
to  do  those  things  which  they  could  not  do 
before  wealth  and  civilisation  grew;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  that,  therefore,  be- 
cause wealth  waxed  powerful,  they  should  re- 
vert to  the  old,  old  days  of  long  ago.  He  could 
not  see  himself  how  a  Bill  of  the  kind  would 
benefit  the  capitalists  or  smaJl  traders,  and  his 
honourable  friend  made  no  attempt  to  prove 
that  fact,  but  contented  himself  with  the  bare 
assertion.  As  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self said  on  a  former  occasion,  assertion  was 
not  fiirgument. 

Mr.  SHEBA.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  FISH  said  some  honourable  gentleman 
equally  talented  with  the  honourable  member 
said  so.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  went 
<m  to  say  it  was  quite  true  that  those  evils  did 
not  exist  in  this  country.  Then,  hQ  would  ask 
his  honourable  friend,  if  he  admitted  that  those 
evils  did  not  exist  in  this  country,  why,  in  the 
name  of  fortune,  was  there  any  necessity  for 
him  to  attempt  to  bring  in  a  measure  to  pre- 
vent some  wrong  which  he  admitted  did  not 
•exist?  His  honourable  friend  might  think 
that  if  such  wrong  did  not  exist  now  it  might 
exist  by-and-by.  Well,  of  course  it  was  wise 
.and  prudent  to  look  somewhat  ahead  of  the 
present  moment ;  but  he  ^Mr.  Fish)  did  not 
think  there  was  anything  m  our  political  or 
commercial  situation  at  the  present  time 
which  would  justify  them  in  fearing  either  ilow 
or,  at  any  rate,  in  the  immediate  future  that 
there  would  be  any  attempts  made  to  crush 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  any  necessity  for  passing  a 
measure  of  that  kind.  When  the  time  arrived 
it  might  be  done,  but  he  should  be  very  sorry  to 
think  that  the  time  would  arrive  when  they 
should  want  a  law  of  the  kind.  But  he  would 
like  to  say  that  when  the  necessity  arose  for 
4rach  a  measure  it  was  not  a  private  member 


of  the  House  who  should  bring  it  in.  It  was  a 
duty  that  devolved  upon  the  Government  of  the 
country  to  bring  in  such  a  measure  whenever 
the  interests  of  the  country  demanded  it.  He 
might  also  say  it  would  be  a  happy  time  for 
Parliament  if  they  could  bring  themselves  to 
refrain  from  those  individual  attempts  at 
drastic  legislation.  His  honourable  friend  did 
not  mean  it,  but  it  seemed  to  him  it  was  very 
presumptuous  on  the  part  of  any  honourable 
gentleman,  whether  of  the  political  status  of 
his  honourable  friend  or  of  the  much  higher 
status  in  the  political  world  of  another  member 
of  that  House,  to  attempt  to  introduce  legisla- 
tion of  so  very  grave  a  character.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  a  presumptuous  effort,  which  ought 
not  to  be  recognised  or  tolerated  any  more  by 
the  members  of  that  Assembly.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Sydenham  very  naively  said, 
and  very  aptly  also, — for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  frequently  very  apt  in  his  remarks, — 
that  that  Bill,  if  carried,  might  interfere  with 
the  system  of  co-operative  works  which  the 
Government  were  carrying  on  at  the  present 
time.  Well,  he  could  assure  his  honourable 
friend  that  if  there  were  anything  at  all  that 
would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  measure  it  would  be  that  very 
idea  that  this  measure  would  stop  the  Govern- 
ment in  their  mad  career  of  folly  and  extrava- 
gance upon  which  they  had  entered  in  respect 
of  co-operative  works.  But  he  did  not  think 
it  would  have  that  effect.  The  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  also  rebuked  the 
mover  of  the  Bill  by  saying  that  the  Bill  was 
not  clear  and  lucid;  but  the  Bill  was  much 
more  lucid  than  the  honourable  gentleman's 
speech  was. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Why  ? 

Mr.  FISH  said  the  Bill  was  understandable  to 
a  certain  extent,  but  the  speech  was  not.  He 
could  not  understand  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's speech  at  all.  He  should  have  con- 
cluded that  he  was  not  really  referring  to  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House  had  not  he  known 
that  he  was  doing  so,  because  nothing  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  said,  in  his  (Mr. 
Fish's)  judgment,  appealed  to  the  sense  of  the 
House  in  any  way  so  as  to  induce  them  to 
pass  a  measure  of  the  kind.  The  Minister  of 
Education  criticized  the  Bill,  and  one  could 
not  say  that  he  did  so  in  the  very  kindly 
manner  which  he  (Mr.  Fish)  was  exhibiting 
with  regard  to  the  Bill.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man, as  usual,  tried  to  be  satirical  over  the 
measure,«and  no  doubt  in  doing  so  he  wounded 
the  susceptibilities  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  SHERA.-NO. 

Mr.  FISH  was  glad  to  hear  the  honourable 
gentleman  declare  that  his  susceptibilities  were 
not  wounded.  Then,  it  would  not  trouble  the 
Minister  of  Education,  when  he  retired  to  his 
rest,  to  feel  that  he  had  wounded  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  susceptibilities. 

Mr.  BEEVES  desired  to  say  he  had  no  wish 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  FISH  was  sure  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  frei^uently  wished  not  to  do  so,  but» 
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unfortunately,  against  his  wish,  he  did  do  so. 
It  must  be  a  source  of  mutual  gratification 
to  the  Minister  and  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber to  know  that  the  one  had  not  done  any- 
thing of  the  kind  and  that  the  other  did  not 
consider  he  had.  The  honourable  gentlemaji 
had  said  if  the  Bill  were  carried  it  would,  in 
all  probability,  render  liable  to  fine  or  impri- 
sonment trade  combinations  and  trade-unions. 
He  (Mr.  Fish)  was  rather  inclined  to  think  it 
would,  and  that  it  would  have  a  very  disastrous 
effect  upon  any  combinations  which  might  be 
formed,  and  which,  to  his  mind,  would  be 
perfectly  legal;  but  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion had  gone  on  to  say — he  would  not  have 
noticed  his  remarks  had  it  not  been  for  what 
followed — that  it  was  quite  possible,  if  that 
were  the  efiect  of  the  Bill,  it  might  cause 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 'to 
look  upon  it  with  some  feeling  of  satisfaction. 
He  took  it  thac  the  honourable  gentleman 
seemed  to  indicate  that  he  (Mr.  Fish)  was  op- 
posed to  trade-unions  and  to  labour  councils. 
He  believed  in  trade-unions.  They  had  had  his 
favourable  S3rmpathy  for  many  years.  In  point 
of  fact,  he  might  say  that  when  the  Minister 
of  Education  was  in  his  political  swaddling- 
clothes  he  (Mr.  Fish)  had  given  his  support 
to  the  inauguration  of  trade  -  unions.  And 
unions  when  they  were  formed  for  the  protec- 
tion of  trade  interests  were  admirable  mstitu- 
tions,  but  they  ceased  to  be  that  when  used 
by  political  wire-pullers  for  the  purpose  of 
interfering  with  the  politics  of  the  day  in  a 
manner  which  was  improper  and  detrimental 
to  the  body  politic  as  a  whole.  Trade-unions 
and  trade  combinations  had  his  approval  so 
long  as  they  were  banded  together  to  protect 
their  rights,  and  to  prevent  improper  usages 
with  regard  to  sweating,  and  to  maintain  a  fair 
standard  of  wages :  then  trade  -  unions  had 
his  most  hearty  support  and  sympathy.  The 
honourable  member  for  Manukau  upon  that 
occasion,  as  upon  frequent  other  occasions, 
made  an  extremely  sensible  speech.  He  also 
expressed  his  views,  as  he  usually  did,  in  an  ex- 
ceedingly humorous  way.  He  hardly  knew  how 
to  characterize  the  peculiar  contentions  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Manukau.  They  were 
varied  and  extraordinary.  At  the  same  time, 
they  always  seemed  to  culminate  in  the  same 
happy  point.  But  the  honourable  member 
sometimes  displayed  an  extra  amount  of  com- 
mon-sense. That  accounted  for  the  effect  his 
speeches  had  upon  his  hearers.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  said,  and  very  truthfully,  that 
the  preamble  to  the  Bill  did  not  mean  what 
the  nonourable  the  mover  himself  thought  it 
did.  He  thought  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Manukau,  in  that  respect,  was  entirely  right. 
He  thought  his  legal  training,  combined  with 
his  political  knowledge,  enabled  him  to  form 
an  opinion  upon  a  matter  of  the  kind,  and  it 
would  have  far  greater  weight  with  him  (Mr. 
Fish)  than  would  the  opinion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Sbera) 
as  evidenced  by  this  Bill.  He  did  not  think 
there  could  be  any  doubt  about  it  that,  under 
the  Bill,  the  Railway  Gommiesionera  and  the 
3£r.  Fish 


Telegraph  and  Telephone  Departments  would 
be  combinations  in  restraint  of  trade  and 
commerce,  because,  with  regard  to  all  those 
institutions,  the  Government  stopped  other 
people  from  coming  into  the  market  and  com- 
peting with  them.  He  used  this  for  the  sake 
of  argument.  It  was  possible,  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  allow  another  telephone  system, 
they  might  have  a  reduction  in  the  charges  to 
some  extent;  and  the  same  might  apply  to  the 
postal  and  telegraph  system  of  the  colony.  All 
these  departments  might  be  run  more  cheaply 
than  at  present.  But  at  present  the  Government 
came  in ;  and,  under  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's Bill,  if  it  meant  anything  at  all,  they 
would  be  unable  to  exist.  He  was  quite  sure 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  intend 
that,  but  that  his  idea  waB  simply  to  restraiii 
large  and  wealthy  cajpitalists  who  sought  gain 
to  the  injury  and  detrunent  of  the  body  poHtic. 
He  would  maintain,  with  every  respect,  that 
nothing  in  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  at 
the  present  time  justified  them  in  saying  that 
there  was  any  need,  in  that  respect,  for  special 
legislation  of  that  kind.  Then,  the  Bill  did 
not  itself,  without  the  aid  of  oral  explanation, 
sufficiently  explain  the  various  terms  the 
honourable  gentleman  Used  in  it.  Take,  for 
example,  the  preamble.      It  said, — 

"  Whereas  it  is  desirable  to  prevent,  and 
declare  unlawful,  all  combinations  in  restraint 
of  trade  and  commerce,  save  and  except  sucb 
combinations  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
authorised  under  any  enactment  having  for 
its  object  the  adjustment  of  labour  disputes 
and  the  settlement  of  differences  between  em- 
ployers and  employed." 

What  did  the  honourable  member  mean  by 
"  trade  and  commerce  "  ?  How  far  did  it  go  ? 
Whore  was  it  to  go?  where  to  end?  As  he 
had  said  just  before,  some  combinations  would 
be  absolutely  good  for  the  people.  There  were 
other  combinations  which  were  bad  and  im- 
proper, but  there  was  no  definition  of  a  com- 
bination in  the  Bill  that  was  sufficiently  clea^ 
to  justify  them  in  passing  a  Bill  containing 
those  clauses.  Suppose  such  a  thing  as  this : 
If,  by  undue  influences,  the  price  of  a  staple 
article  of  trade  had  been  reduced  to  such  a  rate 
that  it  would  not  pay  either  the  producer,  the 
seller,  or  any  one  else :  Did  his  honourable 
friend  mean  to  render  illegal  any  combination 
entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the 
price  of  that  article  to  such  a  sum  as  would 
pay  the  producer,  and  so  enable  him  to  pay 
those  who  were  assisting  him  to  produce  the 
article  ?  Surely  that  should  not  be  allowed  to- 
become  law.  It  appeared  the  scope  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  Bill  was  in  the  direc- 
tion be  had  indicated.  Now,  clause  2  read  as 
follows:  "From  and  after  the  coming  into 
operation  of  this  Act  every  contract  or  com- 
bmation,  in  any  form  whatever,  or  conspiracy 
in  restraint  of  trade  or  commerce,"  et  cetera. 
What  did  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  by 
*•  conspiracy "  in  restraint  of  trade  or  com- 
merce ?  What  was  the  meaning  of  a  clause 
attaching  the  same  value  to  every  "contract  or 
combination  "  a£  to  "  conspiracy  "  ?  He  was  not 
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lawyer  enough  to  properly  estimate  the  di£Eer- 
ence,  hut  it  appeared  to  him  that  conspiracy 
was  one  thing  and  monopoly  or  restramt  o! 
trade  another.  There  could  be  no  doubt  about 
that.  However,  there  might  be  some  legal 
gentleman  in  the  House  who  could  properly 
define  them.  That  might  perhaps  be  done  in 
€k>mmittee  if  the  Bill  ever  got  that  far.  Then, 
again,  with  regard  to  conspiracy.  If  he  mistook 
not,  Uiere  was  already  a  law  in  existence  which 
was  quite  able  to  deal  with  anything  in  the 
shape  of  conspiracy ;  and,  if  that  were  so,  the 
Importation  of  those  words  into  the  clause  was 
simply  superfluous.  Then,  again,  the  penalties 
in  that  clause  were  very  drastic.  Any  person 
engaged  in  such  combination  would  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  **  and  on  conviction 
thereof  shall  be  liable,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
C!ourt,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
pounds,  and  at  the  like  discretion  to  be  impri- 
soned for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year,  with  or 
without  hard  labour."  The  honourable  gentle- 
man oould  never  have  considered  the  nature 
of  these  penaltie's  when  he  framed  the  Bill. 
In  point  of  fact,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  frame  it,  but 
that  it  was  framed  by  somebody  else,  who 
failed  to  explain  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
really  what  the  Bill  meant,  and  what  it  would 
do  if  passed  into  law.  Clause  3  was  even 
worse  than  he  had  indicated.    It  provided, — 

"  From  and  after  the  coming  into  operation 
of  this  Act  every  person  who  shall  monopolize, 
or  attempt  to  monopolize,  or  combine  or  con- 
spire with  any  other  person  or  persons  to  mono- 
polize, any  part  of  the  trade  or  commerce  of 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  or  of  the  trade  or 
commerce  of  the  said  colony  with  parts  beyond 
sea,  shall  bo  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour, 
and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  liable,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Court,  to  a  fine  not  ex- 
oeeding  five  hundred  pounds,  and  at  the  like 
discretion  to  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  one  year,  with  or  without  hard 
labour." 

That  would  altogether  restrict  trade,  and 
would  injure  the  position  of  people  engaged  in 
perfectly  lawful  pursuits.  It  was  intedering 
with  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject.  It 
would  cause  these  people,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  fined  and  imprisoned  to  an 
extraordinary  degree.  Then,  again,  clause  6 
was  more  outrageous  still.    It  said, — 

»•  Any  property  owned  under  any  contract 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  not  entitled  to  go  through  the  Bill 
clause  by  clause.  He  could  of  course  refer  to 
the  main  features  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FISH  said  he  was  surely  entitled  to  read 
a  clause  of  the  Bill,  and  then  expatiate  upon  it. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  do  so,  but  he  could  not  go  through 
the  Bill  seriatim,  clause  by  clause,  and  speak 
upon  each  clause  in  turn. 

Mr.  FISH  said  the  last  clause  he  had  touched 
on  was  clause  6,  so  that  that  still  left  four 
clauses  untouched;  and  that  was  quite  suf- 
fluent  to  show  that  he  was  within  his  rights. 


However,  he  was  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Speaker 
for  his  ruling. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  speak  in  that  way  to  the  Chair. 
He  would  repeat  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  go  through  the  Bill  clause  by 
clause  upon  the  motion  for  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  FISH  said,  if  he  broke  the  rules  of  the 
House,  then  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Mr. 
Speaker  to  reprove  him  for  it ;  but  he  did  not 
think  Mr.  Speaker  had  any  right 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  tlie  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  argue  with  the  Chair. 

Mr.  FISH  said  he  presumed  he  had  his  rights 
in  that  House.    Clause  6  said, — 

**Any  property  owned  under  any  contract,  or 
by  any  combination,  or  pursuant  to  any  con- 
spiracy mentioned  in  the  second  section  of  this 
Act  (and  being  the  subject  thereof),  and  being 
in  the  course  of  transportation  from  one  part 
of  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  to  another,  or 
to  parts  beyond  sea,  shall  be  forfeited  to  Her 
Majesty." 

That  was  part  of  the  clause.  Now,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  penalty  of  a  fine  and  imprisonment, 
that  clause  provided  for  the  forfeiture  of  goods 
when  proceeding  from  the  colony  by  sea,  or 
coming  to  any  port.  Then,  he  said  the  clause 
was  ridiculous.  It  was  positively  an  insult  to 
the  House  that  such  a  Bill  should  be  presented 
to  it.  He  could  not  point  out  to  the  House 
the  effect  of  the  Bill  unless  he  was  allowed  to 
read  clauses  such  as  that.  He  ventured  to 
say  that  there  were  not  a  dozen  members  in 
the  Chamber  at  that  time  who  had  read  the 
Bill  at  all.  It  therefore  became  an  absolute 
necessity  for  any  member,  in  exercising  his 
rights  in  that  House,  to  read  the  clauses  of  the 
Bill,  in  order  to  emphasize  and  prove  his  re- 
marks, so  that  his  remarks  might  not  ap- 
pear in  Hansard  as  mere  empty  talk,  as  the 
speeches  of  so  majiy  honourable  members  did. 
His  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua  laughed  the  vacant  laugh  they  were 
so  used  to :  they  had  heard  it  so  many  times. 
It  was  a  pity  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  get  rid  of  it.  Clause  7  was  even  still  more 
ridiculous  than  clause  6.  To  his  mind,  it  would 
encourage  costly  litigation  without  any  result 
adequate  to  the  cost  of  such  litigation.  The 
penalty  in  clause  8  was  three  times  the  amount 
of  the  value  of  ihe  goods.  He  was  afraid  to 
read  the  clause,  on  which  he  had  notes,  as  he 
might  be  breaking  the  rules  of  the  House. 
Clause  9  gave  a  definition  of  "combinations." 
He  could  only  say  that  that  definition  was  of  a 
very  searching  and  far-reaching  character :  it 
was  altogether  too  drastic.  It  might  be  said, 
of  course,  that  in  discussing  that  Bill  seriously 
he  was  wasting  the  time  of  the  House,  be- 
cause there  was  not  the  remotest  chance  of 
the  Bill  passing;  but  he  said  that  if  a  Bill 
was  placed  on  the  Order  Paper  every  member 
of  the  House  had  a  right  to  criticize  it,  and 
to  do  so  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  and  he  did 
not  think  he  should  be  prevented  from  making 
any  remarks  he  felt  fit  to  make,  or  be  open 
to  reproof  for  so  doing.  He  would  say  that 
in  that  clause  there   was  not  the  slightest 
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definition  of  **  conspiracy  **  at  all.  They  were 
left  entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  what  it  meant. 
Whether  the  honourable  gentleman  considered 
it  was  sufficiently  defined  in  the  law  of  the 
colony  he  did  not  know.  No  doubt  the  word 
would  have  been  defined  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  the  slightest  hope  that  the  Bill 
would  become  law.  He  thought  the  Bill  was 
really  an  outrage  upon  the  common-sense  of 
the  community,  and  one  that  should  not  have 
been  intr6duced  in  that  House  by  any  honour- 
able member.  If  it  were  necessary  to  bring  in 
a  measure  of  this  sort,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Gtovemment  to  introduce  it,  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  only  wasting  time  on  that 
occasion,  as  he  had  done  on  former  occasions, 
by  bringing  in  Bills  which  he  knew  had  not 
the  slightest  chance  of  being  carried.  He 
would  move,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  three  months. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reference  to  what  he  would  call  the  shameful 
waste  of  time  they  had  just  seen  in  the  House. 
The  honourable  member  was  afraid  that  the 
Licensing  Bill  would  come  on  that  night,  and 
he  had  deliberately  spoken  against  time  for  an 
hour. 

'^ic  FISH  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  Was  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  order  in  saying  that 
he  had  been  speaking  against  time,  and  because 
he  was  afraid  of  another  Bill  coming  on  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  not  entitled  to  attribute  ulterior 
motives. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  expressed  hinself  in  a  similar  direction, 
and  he  (Sir  R.  Stout)  asked  if  he  would  be 
right  in  repeating  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
said  the  same  thing,  he  believed,  in  the  House. 
At  any  rate,  the  position  was  this  :  The  Licens- 
ing Bill  stood  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  what 
was  the  motive  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
he  would  leave  to  members  to  think  over  and 
determine  for  themselves.  This  he  did  say: 
that  there  had  never  been  a  more  shameful 
waste  of  time  than  what  the  House  had  seen 
that  night. 

Mr.  FISH  agam  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
Was  the  honourable  gentleman  in  order  in 
using  the  words  **  shameful  waste  of  time  "  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  entitled  to  say  that  there  had 
been  a  waste  of  time  from  his  point  of  view. 
The  honourable  gentleman  might  express  his 
own  opinion,  although  that  opinion  might 
not  be  the  opinion  held  by  other  honourable 
members. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  words  *•  shameful 
waste  of  time  "  were  words  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  himself  made 
use  of  in  reference  to  the  Bill  introduced  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Shera).  He  thought  he  might  be  allowed  to  say 
that  the  speech  they  had  just  listened  to  was 
an  insult  to  the  House,  and  was  not  consonant 
with  the  dignity  of  the  House.  He  thought  it 
was  a  great  pity  that  the  rules  of  the  House  were 
Mr.  Fish 


not  such  as  to  prevent  speeches  of  that  kind 
being  recorded  in  Hansard.  The  honourable 
gentleman  almost  every  time  he  spoke  brought 
up  these  co-operative  contracts.  He  thought 
they  had  heard  enough  about  these  co-opera- 
tive works ;  they  were  being  brought  into  every- 
thing. They  had  already  heard  about  those 
Sainting-works  in  the  City  of  Wellington.  He 
id  not  know  whether  there  were  any  co-opera- 
tive painting  contracts  in  Dunedin.  He  did 
not  know  that  there  was  much  use  in  bring- 
ing it  up,  because  the  Hoase  knew  that 
the  question  was  not  of  much  consequence. 
He  was  only  glad  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  got  a  little  irritated,  because  it  showed 
that  the  truth  sometimes  did  some  good,  by 
bringing  matters  to  light.  Perhaps  the  House 
would  now  hear  no  more  about  these  co-opera- 
tive contracts;  for,  if  it  did,  probably  more 
would  be  heard  about  the  co-operative  work  in 
Dunedin,  and  as  to  who  found  the  plant  and 
who  did  the  job,  for  it  was  perfectly  well  known 
in  Dunedin  that  there  were  such  things  as 
dummy  painting  contracts  carried  on  there. 
Now,  the  position  was  this :  that  the  time  of 
the  House  was  being  wasted  that  evening,  and, 
though  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  say  that  it  was 
in  consequence  of  a  certain  Bill  being  on  the 
Order  Paper,  still  he  could  say  that  he  was  not 
going  on  with  that  Bill  in  Committee  that 
night,  and  therefore  if  other  honourable  mem- 
bers were  desirous  of  following  the  champion 
obstructor  they  should  do  so  for  some  other 
reason.  He  was  willing  that  his  Bill  should  be 
postponed,  so  that  the  Government  Bill  might 
be  discussed. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said,  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua  had  intimated  that 
he  was  not  going  on  with  his  Bill,  he  could 
not  be  open  to  the  charge  of  wanting  to  take 
up  time  if  he  discussed  the  Bill  now  before 
them.  He  would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two 
with  regard  to  the  class  of  Bills  introduced  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City. 
He  considered  that  a  Bill  of  this  sort  indicated 
a  class  of  mind  that  was  not  often  seen  in  the 
House ;  and  he  certainly  could  not  congratulate 
the  people  of  Auckland  on  returning  an  honour- 
able gentleman  to  the  House  whose  ability 
could  not  suggest  to  him  something  better  than 
this  Restraint  of  Monopolies  Bill.  They  knew 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  powers  of 
ambition  which  made  him  believe  that  his 
abilities  were  second  only  to  those  of  the  Pre- 
mier. They  knew  that  for  a  number  of  weeks 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  angling 
for  a  position  on  the  Government  benches, 
which  the  Government  did  not  see  their  way  to 
give  him :  indeed,  they  did  not  wish  to  make 
the  Government  a  laughing-stock.  The  House 
knew  that  it  was  in  order  to  make  himself  con- 
spicuous in  the  country  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  introduced  one  of  the  most  ab- 
surd measures  that  the  House  had  ever  been 
called  upon  to  consider.  They  had  seen  the 
honourable  gentleman  with  a  pile  of  authori- 
ties before  him  to  support  the  principles  of 
this  measure,  but  no  sooner  did  the  honour- 
able gentlemflin  rise  to  his  feet  than   he  dis- 
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covered  that  not  a  single  one  of  those  autho- 
rities sapjported  him  in  the  zidiculoas  principles 
he  enunciated.  As  had  been  pointed  out  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish),  this  Bill  would  practically  restrict  al- 
most every  industry  in  the  colony.  It  would 
restrict,  for  instance,  farmers  from  combining 
to  oppose  a  *'  ring  "  that  might  be  formed  to 
reduce  the  price  of  grain.  It  would  restrain 
the  cheese-factories  in  the  agricultural  districts 
from  combining  to  secure  a  fair  price  for  their 
butter  and  cheese.  Gould  absurdity  go  further  ? 
Such  a  measure  as  this  could  only  be  treated 
as  a  huge  joke.  It  had  been  said  the  other 
day,  in  comparing  the  honourable  gentleman 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch 
City  (Mr.  Taylor),  that,  on  the  one  hand,  when 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  Gity 
secured  a  laugh  in  the  House  it  was  because 
he  said  something  witty,  but  when  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Gity  secured  a  laugh 
it  was  because  they  laughed  at  the  honour- 
able member  himself.  This  was  the  difference 
between  the  honourable  member  for  Ghrist- 
church Gity  and  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
introduced  this  Bill:  In  one  case  the  House 
laaghed  at  the  honourable  gentleman's  joke, 
and  in  the  other  it  laughed  at  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself.  Let  honourable  members 
look  at  clause  7  of  the  Bill  and  see  what  it 
provided.  It  provided  that  any  person  who 
was  injured  in  his  business  or  property  by  any 
other  person  or  corporation  should  be  able  to 
recover  threefold  the  damage  he  had  sustained. 
What  did  that  mean?  It  meant  that  if  a 
number  of  shopkeepers  in  a  town  felt  aggrieved 
because  some  workers  formed  a  co-operative 
association,  and  their  business  was  injured  by 
that  association,  they  would  have  a  cause  of 
action  against  that  association.  It  meant, 
further,  that  if  a  farmers'  co-operative  associa- 
tion, such  as  that  which  existed  in  Ghrist- 
church, should  be  found  to  interfere  with  some 
other  occupation,  the  persons  engaged  in  that 
occupation,  who  might  previously  have  been 
making  large  profits,  would  have  a  cause  of 
action  against  the  farmers'  association.  He 
thought  that  if  such  a  Bill  became  law  it  would 
practically  paralyse  all  industry.  It  was  the 
introduction  of  such  measures  as  this  that 
caused  so  much  paralysis  in  the  industrial  en- 
terprise of  the  colony ;  and  he  ventured  to  say 
that  if  the  people  of  Auckland  had  any  sense 
at  all  they  would  not  again  send  back  to  the 
House  an  honourable  gentleman  who  could 
propose  such  an  absurd  measure.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  said  that  the  Bill  was  meant 
to  restrict  monopolies,  but  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie) 
thought  the  House  would  have  to  consider  whe- 
ther it  should  not  pass  a  measure  to  restrict 
buffoonery.  Then,  what  were  the  penalties? 
Why,  for  an  infringement  of  any  of  the  con- 
ditions of  this  marvellous  production  it  was 
suggested  that  a  person  should  be  liable  to  a 
fine  of  £500,  and  to  be  imprisoned  for  one  year. 
This  Bill  was  just  a  parallel  to  a  Bill  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  introduced  last  session 
with  regard  to  inebriates,  and  he  only  regretted 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  been 


placed  in  an  institution  of  the  character  pro- 
vided for  in  thfLt  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  withdraw  that  expression. 

Mr.  T.  MAGKENZIE  said  he  ought,  per- 
haps, to  apologize  for  the  expression,  because 
one  did  not  like  to  express  one's  real  opinion  of 
an  honourable  gentleman  in  that 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  withdraw  the  expression.  A  with- 
drawal when  made  should  be  complete  and 
without  reservation.  He  always  expected,  when 
an  honourable  gentleman  had  used  words  in 
the  heat  of  debate  that  ought  not  to  be  used, 
that  he  should  withdraw  what  he  had  said  in  a 
generous  way. 

Mr.  T.  MAGKENZIE  asked  what  expression 
Mr.  Speaker  wished  him  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  expression  of  regret 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Gity 
had  not  been  placed  in  an  inebriate  asylum. 

Mr.  T.  MAGKENZIE  would  have  much 
pleasure  in  withdrawing  that  expression.  He 
next  came  to  clause  9,  defining  what  "com- 
binations "  were.  They  were  combinations  of 
persons,  or  of  corporations,  or  partly  of  persons 
and  partly  of  corporations,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  raise  the  price  or  restrict  the  produc- 
tion or  output  of  any  mineral,  commodity, 
product,  and  so  on.  Under  the  provisions  of 
that  clause  mining  companies  could  not  re- 
gulate the  output  of  their  coal.  If  this  Bill 
were  to  become  law  it  would  not  bo  within 
the  scope  of  any  company  to  say  to  what  ex- 
tent a  manufacture  should  be  carried  on.  The 
whole  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  would 
be  interfered  with,  and,  as  a  result,  numbers 
of  men  would  be  thrown  out  of  employment. 
He  thought  the  time  of  the  House  had  been 
largely  wasted  in  the  discussion  of  this  Bill. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  delay  time  further ; 
but  he  thought  the  introduction  of  a  measure 
of  this  sort  ought  to  be  an  indication  to  the 
Government  that  they  should  sweep  away  pri- 
vate members'  days  altogether,  and  get  through 
some  practical  legislation,  and  let  honourable 
members  get  away  to  their  homes. 

Mr.  SHERA  regretted  exceedingly  that  the 
last  speaker  seemed  to  have  been  offended  with 
him.  The  speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  been  of  a  most  personally  offensive  cha- 
racter, and  he  regretted  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  have  offended  against  the 
good  taste  of  many  members  of  the  House 
who  wished  to  maintain  a  high  tone  in  their 
debates.  It  was  true  that  some  time  ago  he 
(Mr  Shera)  had  referred  to  the  honourable 
gentleman.  He  bad  served  up  to  the  House 
what  might  be  called  a  salad,  and  was  afraid 
that  he  had  put  a  little  too  much  mustard  in  it 
and  that  it  had  blistered  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  was  evidently  still  sore  and  smart- 
ing from  it.  As  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
comments  on  this  Bill,  which  was  considered 
one  of  the  most  important  on  the  statute-book 
of  the  American  Republic,  he  would  offer  no 
remarks  upon  them.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man spoke  of  the  Bill  as  a  great  absurdity; 
but  it  was  a  measure  which  restricted  **  rings  " 
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and  *'  comers,"  and  protected  the  masses  of 
tlie  people  against  the  improper  use  of  wealth 
— wealth  that  might  he  used  to  reduce  the 
price  of  grain  to  the  farmers.  Comhinations 
might  exist  to  agree  to  pay  the  farmers  only 
a  certain  price,  and  this  Bill  would  prevent 
their  doing  so.  That  was  all  he  was  going  to 
say  with  regard  to  the  honourable  gentleman. 
The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish^  seemed  to  him  to  have  an  ambition — an 
ambition  which  was  somewhat  different  from 
that  of  other  honourable  gentlemen.  To  his 
mind  the  honourable  gentleman  aspired  to  be 
the  currycomb  of  the  House,  and  to  groom 
down  other  honourable  members.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  attempted  that  evening 
to  groom  him  down ;  but,  to  use  an  expression 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  often 
repeated  in  the  House,  he  would  say  to  him  in 
his  own  words,  "  Gould  the  force  of  folly  further 
go?"  The  penalties  in  this  Bill,  which  had 
been  referred  to,  were  no  doubt  severe ;  but  it 
was  the  law  in  America — not  merely  in  some 
State,  but  it  was  the  law  of  the  whole  Repub- 
lic. He  had  omitted,  in  moving  the  second 
reading,  to  give  the  title  of  the  United  States 
Act.  It  was,  "An  Act  to  protect  Trade  and 
Commerce  against  Unlawful  Restraints  and 
Monopolies."  The  honourable  member  for 
Manukau  had  indulged  in  some  levity,  but  he 
did  not  think  levity  became  that  honourable 
gentleman,  and  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  his 
critique  on  the  Bill  would  not  add  to  his 
reputation  for  forensic  skill.  The  Minister  of 
Labour  seemed  to  have  been  reading  American 
history  instead  of  the  Bill,  for  it  was  quite  true 
that  the  law  as  passed  in  America  had  the 
effect  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, but  this  Bill  had  been  prepared  with 
care  to  protect  trade  combinations  in  this 
country — that  was,  if  they  took  advantage  of 
his  Bill  to  be  registered  under  it.  He  would 
point  out  to  the  House  that  this  Bill  should 
be  read  in  connection  with  the  Conciliation 
Bill  of  the  Minister,  now  before  the  House. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  say  any- 
thing further,  except  that  he  was  sorry  that 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  had  commented 
on  it  had  only  given  it  a  superficial  reading. 
Its  effect  was  far-reaching ;  its  necessity  was 
not  immediate  in  this  colony,  he  was  glad  to 
say ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  day  would  come  when  this  Bill  or 
something  like  it  would  become  the  law  of  the 
land. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  word  *  now,'  proposed  to  be  omitted,  stand 
part  of  the  question." 
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Majority  against,  17. 
Motion  negatived,  and  amendment  agreed  to. 

GUM  AITD  GUMFIELDS  BILL. 

ADJOURNED  DEBA.TE. 

Captain  RUSSELL  was  not  in  the  House 
when  the  Bill  was  originally  moved  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  but  it  wa.s  with  extreme 
regret  he  had  read  the  Bill.  It  seemed  to  him 
a  very  dangerous  Bill,  and  one  that  established 
an  exceedingly  bad  precedent.  He  believed  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  it  boasted 
proudly  that  he  was  a  young  New-Zealander ; 
he  hoped  this  was  not  a  sample  of  the  spirit 
which  imbued  young  New-Zealanders.  They 
were  accustomed  to  think  that  the  youth  of 
this  country  were  in  no  way  inferior  to  the  race 
from  which  they  sprang— the  English  people. 
This  Bill,  if  anything,  meant  that  the  English 
people,  of  whom  they  were  proud  to  be  a  part, 
were  in  some  way  or  other  inferior  to  those 
persons  who  came  to  the  colony  from  other 
parts  of  Europe  anxious  to  become  true  New- 
Zealanders.  They  were  told  by  the  Bill  that 
distinctions  of  race  should  be  made — ^that  New 
Zealand  was  to  be  reserved,  not  merely  only  for 
the  English-speaking  people,  but  for  those  froza 
England  alone,  or,  at  any  rate,  from  the  United 
Kingdom  alone.  Some  of  the  noblest  families 
in  the  Old  Country  were  proud  to  boast  them- 
selves of  Norman  blood,  and  many  inflaential 
families  came  to  England  at  the  same  time  as 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  were  of  Dutch  blood ; 
but  a  Bill  like  this  prevented  men  from  coming 
from  any  other  country  and  settling  in  New 
Zealand — if  the  Bill  was  to  be  as  wide  in  its 
effects  as  he  believed  it  would  be.  The  Bill 
went  on  to  provide  that  no  man  should  be 
allowed  to  dig  for  gum  in  New  Zealand  until 
he  has  been  here  twelve  months.  Was  that  a 
right  and  proper  thing,  when  they  saw  mem 
walking  about  New  Zealand  and  clamouring 
for  work,  tliat  restrictions  should  be  put  on 
those  who  wanted  to  earn  an  honest  liveli- 
hood ?  Was  it  desirable  that  they  should  draw 
a  distinction  between  men  who  came  from  one 
country  and  men  who  came  from  another? 
Were  they  to  say  they  were  unable  to  compete 
with  men  from  any  part  of  Europe  ?  Heaven 
forbid  that  such  should  ever  be  the  case  1  All 
the  world  over  it  was  the  boast  of  Englishmen 
that  they  were  able  to  compete  with  any  race 
at  any  work,  whatever  it  might  be.  And  yet 
they  were  told  by  this  Bill  that  they  were  not 
fit  to  compete  with  a  foreigner  I  What  was  the 
British  race  ?  Were  they  not  a  race  composed 
of  a  mixture  from  every  nationality  of  Europe  ? 
And  was  it  not  their  custom  to  say  that  the 
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English  peofde  h^d  been  benefited  materially 
by  the  mixture  of  blood  which  had  come  into 
£o|0and  from  other  countries  of  Europe  ?  Was 
it  a  fact  that  the  people  against  whom  this  Bill 
was  more  particularly  aimed  had  done  any- 
thing but  credit  to  the  country  they  came  from, 
or  to  the  colony  to  which  they  now  belonged  ? 
They  had  considerable  numbers  of  Danes,  Scan- 
dinavians, and  other  nationalities  on  the  east- 
ern coast  of  this  North  Island.  He  had  never 
heard  that  these  men  were  less  prudent,  less 
industrious,  less  sober,  or  less  well-deserving 
citizens  than  any  other  people  in  this  colony. 
Yet  the  colooy  was  led  to  suppose  that  the  people 
against  whom  this  Bill  was  aimed  were  so  un- 
desirable a  class  of  people  that  they  should  be 
prevented  from  coming  to  the  colony  and  com- 
peting with  New-Zefdanders.  He  was  surprised 
that  such  a  Bill  could  be  introduced.  He 
had  no  doubt  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
introduced  it  had  done  so  after  great  reflection, 
because  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  any  man  would  introduce  it  with  a  view  of 
wasting  time.  Were  it  not  that  he  believed 
no  honourable  member  would  introduce  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  for  the  mere  purpose  of  wasting 
the  time  of  the  House,  he  would  have  supposed 
that  was  its  object.  The  Bill  seemed  to  him 
to  say  that  no  man  should  labour  in  a  par- 
ticular portion  of  the  colony  until  he  had  been 
resident  there  for  twelve  months ;  that  then  he 
should  not  be  able  to  labour  unless  he  paid  a 
fee  of  Is.  for  the  privilege  of  doing  so,  and  if  he 
was  a  foreigner  he  was  compelled  to  pay  £5. 
The  whole  Bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  sorry 
joke.  English-speaJdng  people  were  the  greatest 
emigrating  people  in  the  world — a  people  who 
had  gone  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  all  the 
countries  of  Europe,  to  America,  to  the  Biver 
Plate,  and  to  the  Brazils,  Africa,  and  India. 
Supposing  an  embargo  were  placed  upon  our 
own  people,  and  they  were  not  allowed  to  land 
or  work  m  a  foreign  county  unless  they  first 
of  all  paid  a  tax  for  the  privilege  of  doing  so, 
would  the  honourable  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced this  Bill  think  that  right  and  proper  ? 
And  yet  that  was  exactly  on  the  lines  of  this 
Bill.  Now,  he  wondered  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  remembered  thirty  years  ago — he 
could  see  he  could  not  remember  very  much 
of  what  occurred  thirty  years  ago;  but,  not- 
withstanding that,  he  might  have  read  a  poem 
by  Alfred  Tennyson  written  when  the  Princess 
^xandra  came  over  to  England  to  marry  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  how  he  concluded  some- 
thing like  this : — 

For  Saxon  or  Dane  or  Norman  we, 
TeatoD  or  Celt,  or  whatever  we  be, 
We  are  eaeh  all  Dane  in  our  welcome  of  thee, 

Alexandra. 

In  these  words  the  Poet  Laureate  expressed  in 
felicitous  phrase  that  the  English  people  were 
composed  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  They 
had  great  cause  to  be  proud  of  it,  and  he 
believed  New  Zealand  would  yet  be  proud  of 
the  Teutons  and  Danes  who  had  come  to 
help  create  the  colony.  He  would  oppose  the 
flecond  reading  of  the  Bill. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  some  few  months 


ago  this  very  question  was  brought  under  his 
notice  by  the  arrival  of  these  people  at  Auck- 
land. He  understood  then  that  some  people  in 
the  colony  were  making  contracts  outside  the 
colony  for  the  employment  of  these  Austrians, 
or  Danes,  or  whatever  they  might  be.  He 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  would,  at  any  rate,  object  to 
that  kind  of  thing  —  to  people  entering  into 
contracts  in  New  South  WoJes,  or  anywhere 
else,  in  order  to  introduce  cheap  labour  into 
the  colony.  Any  man  coming  to  this  colony 
voluntarily  outside  of  a  contract  of  that  kind 
had  a  right  to  earn  his  living ;  but  what  he 
objected  to  was  this,  and  the  object  of  the  Bill 
was  to  prevent  people  elsewhere  from  entering 
into  contracts  outside  the  colony  with,  perhaps, 
men  who  did  not  understand  the  language, 
and  bringing  them  down  to  the  gumfields,  and 
thereby  not  only  lowering  the  earnings  pf 
the  workinff-men  but  doing  an  injuiy  to  the 
colony  at  large.  He  should  be  exceedingly 
sorry  that  a  colony  like  this  should  not  be 
open  to  any  man,  no  matter  what  country  he 
belonged  to;  but  what  he  did  object  most 
strongly  to  was  contracts  being  entered  into 
by  people  in  this  colony  with  people  outside  the 
colony,  binding  them  to  work  at  a  certain  rate, 
and  to  sell  uieir  gum  to  these  persons,  as 
they  should  be  directed  to  do  by  the  owners  of 
these  gumfiolds.  To  his  mind  it  was  a  very 
desirable  thing  to  prevent  these  outside  con- 
tracts, because  they  all  knew  it  meant  ruin- 
ing the  people  of  the  colony.  At  the  same 
time,  it  should  be  understood  that  any  man 
coming  into  the  colony  individually  had  a 
perfect  right  to  earn  his  living,  whether  he 
was  a  Dutchman  or  a  Hottentot.  But  these 
contracts,  made  to  bring  a  number  of  people 
here  •  to  work  for  a  certain  amount  of  pay, 
and  pledging  them  to  sell  gum  to  those  who 
imported  them,  would  be  a  curse  to  the  colony, 
and  he  trusted  honourable  members  would  deal 
with  the  question  from  that  point  of  view. 

Mr.  BUGKLAND  felt  tbey  were  taken  at  a 
considerable  disadvantage  in  not  having  got 
the  report  of  the  Gumfields  Commission  before 
them.  He  did  not  see  how  they  could  very 
well  go  on  with  the  discussion.  He  under- 
stood from  what  he  saw  in  the  newspapers  on 
that  report  that  it  would  not  pay  to  collect 
the  ten-shilling  tax  on  the  gumfields,  and,  if 
that  did  not  pay,  he  did  not  see  how  a  tax  of 
one  shilling  was  going  to  succeed.  If  it  was 
necessary  to  put  a  tax  on  gumdiggers,  he 
thought  it  should  be  a  uniform  one  all  round. 
He  was  not  going  to  argue  the  question  now 
whether  such  a  tax  should  be  put  on  at  all, 
but  he  thought  it  was  a  wrong  thing  to 
have  such  a  difference  in  the  amount  of  the 
tax.  If  a  person  had  been  in  the  colony  fifteen 
months,  and  got  naturalised,  he  could  get  a 
shilling  license ;  but  if  he  had  just  come  into 
the  colony  he  had  to  pay  £5.  That  was  a 
thing  which  was  wrong  in  principle,  and  there- 
fore the  House  ought  never  to  pass  it.  If  they 
were  to  tax  the  gumdiggers  the  proposal  ought 
to  be  brought  down  by  the  government.  He 
objeoted  strongly  to  the  Bill  which  the  honour- 
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able  member  for  Waitemata  had  introduced, 
and  would  therefore  move,  That  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  did  not  intend  to  say 
anything  on  this  Bill  that  evening,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  he  thought  it  would  have 
been  much  better  if  this  discussion  stood  over 
until  the  report  of  the  Gumfields  Commission 
was  before  the  House ;  but,  as  it  was  quite  pos- 
sible the  Bill  might  now  be  shelved  altogether, 
he  would  merely  like  to  say  —  as  a  member 
representing  the  people  in  that  part  of  the 
colony — that  when  any  attempt  was  made  to 
place  a  tax  upon  those  working-men  in  that  part 
of  the  colony  who  were  earning  their  living  by 
gumdigging  he  would  oppose  it  to  the  utmost 
of  his  power.  There  was  no  class  of  working- 
men  more  deserving  of  the  sympathy  of  the 
House  than  the  gumdiggers  were.  There  was 
no  class  of  working-men  who  had  received  so 
little  consideration  from  the  Government  as 
those  men,  and,  he  ventured  to  say,  there  were 
no  class  who  were  more  respectable,  who  were 
better  conducted,  or  who  gave  the  authorities 
less  trouble  than  those  working  on  the  gum- 
fields. Although  there  were  seven  or  eight 
thousand  men  there,  a  police  case  was  rarely 
heard  of.  No  one  heard  of  their  conmiitting 
crimes.  In  the  districts  in  the  North  where 
they  were  employed  the  settlers  had  no  neces- 
sity even  to  turn  the  key  in  their  doors.  The 
district  was  absolutely  free  from  crime  of  every 
kind,  and  a  more  respectable  class  of  working- 
men  were  not  to  be  found  in  any  country. 
Therefore,  if  any  attempt  was  made  to  place 
taxation  on  the  shoulders  of  these  men,  he 
should  certainly  do  whatever  he  could  to  pre- 
vent it. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  would  suggest  that  they 
should  postpone  the  discussion  of  this  Bill 
until  such  time  as  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission was  before  the  House.  He  moved  the 
adjournment  the  other  night  with  that  object. 
He  thought  that  would  be  better  than  to  come 
to  a  vote  now  on  the  question  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. 

Mr.  BEEVES  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  on  the  ground  that  the  report  of  the 
Commission,  which  he  felt  sure  would  contain 
a  great  deal  of  information  on  this  subject, 
was  not  yet  before  the  House.  It  might  be 
expected  to  be  before  the  House  almost  imme- 
diately. He  thought  honourable  gentlemen 
would  admit  they  would  be  in  a  much  better 
position  to  deal  with  the  question  when  that 
report  came  down.  He  would  not  waste  time 
by  introducing  any  further  argument,  because 
he  thought  that  argument  sufficient. 

Mr.  BRUCE  wished  to  a.sk  Mr.  Speaker's 
ruling  on  a  point  of  order.  Supposing,  for 
argument's  sake,  that  a  Minister  or  any  mem- 
ber of  the  House  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  did  that  preclude  any  member  of 
the  House  from  speaking  to  anything  but  the 
adjournment  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes,  at  present. 

Mr.  BRUCE  would  bow  to  Mr.  Speaker's 
ruling,  but  at  the  same  time  just  wished  to  say 
this :  that  after  any  honourable  member  intro- 
Mr.  Buckland 


duoed  a  measure  another  honourable  member 
might  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate^ 
and  thus  practically  preclude  discussion  on 
the  measure. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  only  for  the  time.  After 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  was  carried  the 
House  fixed  a  time  for  the  resumption  of  the 
debate,  and  the  debate  would  be  resumed  at 
the  time  fixed. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said,  then,  of  course,  it  was 
within  the  discretion  of  the  House  practicsJly 
to  burke  discussion,  or  to  have  the  question  put 
ofi  to  a  future  time. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  would  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  the 
Minister.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  Bill, 
and  did  not  think  he  could  even  vote  for  the 
second  reading.    Clause  2  provided 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  discussing  the  Bill  itself. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  Minister 
to  adjourn  the  debate. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  could  give  a 
reason  why  the  debate  should  not  be  adjourned, 
and  that  was  that,  whatever  the  report  of  the 
Commission  on  the  Gumfields  might  be,  it  did 
not  in  any  way  afiect  their  proceedings  with 
regard  to  this  Bill.  The  Commission  might 
make  recommendations  as  to  the  working  of 
the  gumfields,  but  this  was  simply  a  Bill  to  tax 
a  certain  class  of  the  population.  There  was 
really  nothing  in  connection  with  the  regula- 
tion of  the  gumfields  in  this  Bill.  The  question, 
they  had  to  decide  was,  whether  people  should 
not  be  allowed  to  work  on  the  gumfields  imtil 
they  had  been  twelve  months  in  the  colony, 
and  whether  one  class  should  pay  a  fee  of  Is. 
and  another  £5.  They  could  negative  that  Bill 
and  then  consider  the  report  of  the  Gumfields 
Conmiission  subsequently,  if  necessary. 

Mr.  BRUCE  had  intended  taking  up  the 
very  same  line  of  argument  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  just  spoken.  It  was  not  a 
question  which  ought  to  rule  the  deliberations 
and  consideration  of  the  House  that  a  report 
in  regard  to  the  gumfields  might  come  beforo 
the  House  very  shortly.  The  question  was 
really  this  :  whether  the  House  was  prepetred  to 
allow,  or  not  to  allow,  men  who  came  from 
other  countries  to  work  upon  the  gumfields. 
That  was  in  reality  the  crux  of  the  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  only  give  reasons  why  the  debate 
should  or  should  not  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  he  was  endeavouring  to  do 
that.  This  was  a  question  of  principle.  The 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  had  told  the 
House  that  the  gumdiggers  had  received  less 
consideration  than  any  other  people  in  the 
colony.  In  what  sense  had  they  received  less 
consideration  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  would  remind  the  honoar- 
able  gentleman  that  he  must  confine  himself 
to  the  question  of  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  BRUCE  might  point  out  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  stated  that  a  num- 
ber of  people  in  these  northern  districts  did 
not  find  it  necessary  to  look  their  doors.    He 
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believed  the  reason  for  that  was  that  there 
was  nothing  to  steal  there.  But,  all  joking 
apart,  the  question  really  involved  here  was 
this:  Were  they  to  allow  people  from  other 
oonntries  to  come  and  work  in  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  could  not  allow  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
BUI.  He  must  confine  himself  to  the  question 
of  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  BRUCE  was  endeavouring  to  give 
reaaons  why  the  debate  should  not  be  ad- 
journed. One  reason  was  this :  that  this  was 
largely  a  question  of  principle,  and  that  the 
House  ought  to  determine  that  .principle  at 
once.  There  was  no  reason  why  the  debate 
should  be  adjourned.  He  did  not  wish  to  go 
beyond  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling,  but  he  wanted  to 
point  out  that  this  Bill  was  a  blow  aimed  at 
these  people  called  Austrians,  who  had  come 
to  New  Zealand  in  consequence  of 

Mr.  SPEAKER  was  very  sorry  to  interrupt 
the  honourable  gentleman  again,  but  he  must 
rule  him  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said,  with  all  due  respect  to  Mr. 
Speaker's  ruling,  he  could  not  understand  why 
he  was  ruled  out  of  order.  He  wished  to  show 
that  there  was  a  principle  involved  in  the  Bill, 
that  of  race  disabilities.  He  did  not  wish  the 
^bate  adjourned,  because  it  was  a  question  of 

Sinciple,  and  nothing  had  been  shown  why  the 
bate  should  be  adjourned  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  adjournment;  and 
he  thought  they  ought  really  to  decide  the 
question  that  night  as  to  whether  these  Aus- 
trians or  any  one  who  came  to  the  colony 
should  or  should  not  be  allowed  to  dig  gum. 
That  was  really  the  question  involved. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  had  much  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting the  motion  for  the  adjournment,  for 
the  reason  that  ho  understood  the  report  of 
the  Gumfields  Commission  would  be  ready  in  a 
few  days.  That  Commission  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  this  very  question  of  the  influx  of 
the  Austrians,  and  he  understood  that  the 
report  contained  very  valuable  suggestions  as 
to  the  licensing  <  of  gumdiggers.  Honourable 
members  would  be  in  a  much  better  position 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  Bill  after  they  had 
the  report  placed  before  them.  The  European 
gumdiggers  occupied  a  very  large  portion  of  his 
electorate,  and  he  would  not  be  a  party  to  do 
anything  that  would  tend  in  any  way  to  in- 
flict an  injury  upon  these  men.  They  worked 
bazd,  and  very  long  hours  indeed,  not  only 
through  the  day  but  during  the  night.  He 
knew  several  of  those  men  who  worked  perhaps 
fourteen  or  fifteen  hours  a  day,  and  worked 
▼et^  hard ;  and  be  would  do  all  in  his  power  to 
tJMist  these  men,  who  were  endeavouring  to 
earn  an  honest  living. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  now  speaking  to  the  merits  of  the 
BiU. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  he  was  endeavouring  to 
ahow  why  they  should  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  measure.  He  thought  they  should 
consider  the  Bill  in  the  light  of  the  suggestions 
made  in  the  report  to  be  furnished  by  the  Com- 
muBioneiB.  He  knew  that  report  contained  very 


valuable  suggestions,  and  honourable  members 
would  be  in  a  better  position,  and  especially 
those  who  did  not  understand  anything  about 
the  working  of  the  gumfields,  to  give  this  Bill 
fair  consideration.  He  had  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  motion  for  adjournment. 

Mr.  FISH  would  oppose  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment, simply  because  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  was  of  such  a  pernicious  character  as  tO' 
lead  him  to  suppose  they  would  gain  nothing 
whatever  by  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
It  would  be  much  better  to  settle  the  question 
at  once  by  rejecting  the  Bill  altogether.  He- 
could  not  conceive  it  possible  under  any  cir- 
cumstances that  the  House  should  pass  the 
Bill ;  and,  if  that  was  so,  he  did  not  think  the 
report  of  the  Commission  would  make  any 
possible  difference  with  regard  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  SEDDON  trusted  the  House  would  agree 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate.  He  would 
suggest  that  they  should  agree  to  the  adjourn- 
ment, because  it  might  be  necessary  for  the 
Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with 
this  question  this  session.  If  they  negatived 
the  Bill,  as  suggested  by  the  honourable  member - 
for  Dunedin  City,  or  carried  the  motion  that 
had  been  made  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  three  months,  it  might  hamper 
the  Government  and  the  House  in  dealing  with 
this  question  later  on.  He  thought  this  was  a 
very  good  reason  why  they  should  adjourn  the 
debate,  and  not  negative  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  was  of  the 
same  opinion  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Rangitikei.  That  honourable  gentleman  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  put  the  question  very 
concisely.  He  would  vote  against  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  for  this  reason:  They 
should,  if  possible,  get  a  decision  at  once  upon> 
the  question  whether  or  not  the  country  was 
going  to  pass  special  legislation  against  a  cer- 
tain body  of  Europeans.  If  tl\e  adjournment 
were  carried, — which  he  supposed  would  bo 
the  case, — the  feeling  would  go  abroad,  not 
only  in  this  colony  but  in  other  parts  of  the- 
world,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  House 
to  insist  upon  special  restrictions. 

Mr.  PALMER  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honourable  member  was  discussing  the  merits 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  already  ruled, 
that  previous  speakers  must  confine  them- 
selves to  giving  reasons  for  or  against  the 
adjournment. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  simply  wished  a  deci- 
sion to  be  come  to  as  to  whether  they  should 
or  should  not  pass  certain  restrictions  against 
certain  Europeans  coming  to  this  country; 
and  if  the  adjournment  were  carried  it  would 
shelve  the  measure,  8bnd  the  opinion  might 
go  abroad  which  he  had  stated.  Therefore  he 
would  vote  against  the  adjournment,  in  order 
that  the  House  might  give  its  decision  upon 
the  main  issae  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  the  Premier  had  given^ 
reasons  for  the  adjournment  which  would  in- 
duce him  to  vote  against  it.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  if  the  adjourzmient  was  not 
carried  it  might  have  the  effect  of  prevent- 
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ing  the  Government  from  introdacing  another 
Bill  dealing  with  this  question.  Considering 
the  number  of  Bills  which  had  already  been 
showered  upon  them,  anything  would  be  a 
blessing  that  would  prevent  the  Government 
from  introducing  more  Bills.  Therefore  he 
would  vote  against  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  PALMER  said  that,  after  what  had 
fallen  from  the  lips  of  the  Premier — namely, 
that  a  vote  upon  this  Bill  might  militate 
against  the  Government  introducing  any  such 
measure  as  this — and  as  he  (Mr.  Palmer)  appre- 
hended, and  felt  certain  in  fact,  that  something 
would  have  to  be  done,  he  did  not  want  to 
prejudice  the  class  of  people  whom  this  Bill 
was  brought  in  to  assist,  and  therefore  he  was 
happy  and  willing  to  accept  the  suggestion  of 
the  Premier.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
would  vote  for  the  adjournment.  He  might 
say  that  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  force 
on  a  vote,  not  on  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  but  on  the  Bill  itself. 

Mr.  BHODES  said  the  only  reason  given  for 
the  adjournment  was  that  given  by  the  Pre- 
mier— ^namely,  that  he  might  wish  to  bring  in 
some  provisions  of  this  Bill  hereafter.  He 
thought  it  was  only  waste  of  time  to  do  that. 
There  were  only  two  provisions  in  the  Bill,  and 
he  thought  the  House  should  at  once  decide 
upon  them. 

Mr.  PALMER  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honourable  member  was  discussing  the  merits 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  RHODES  said  he  was  only  stating  facts, 
•and  not  discussing  the  merits.  There  were 
only  two  provisions  of  the  Bill  they  could  vote 
on.  One  was  that  no  person  should  have  the 
right  to  dig  gum  without  a  license,  and  the 
other  was  one  giving  power  co  impose  an  extra 
licensing-fee  upon  certain  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. The  House,  he  thought,  would  be 
quite  prepared  to  vote  on  these  questions  with- 
out any  further  consideration  or  discussion. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  debate  be  adjourned.'* 

Ayes,  41. 
Buckland  Kapa  Seddon 

Buick  Kelly,  J.  Shera 

'Gadman  Kelly,  W.  Smith,  E.  M. 

Carroll  Lawry  Smith,  W.  0. 

Dawson  Mackintosh       Stout 

Duncan  McGowan  Taipua 

Fisher  McKenzie,  J.     Tanner 

Fraser  McLean  Taylor 

Hall-Jones         Meredith  Thompson,  R. 

Hamlin  Palmer  Thompson,  T. 

Hogg  Parata  Ward. 

Houston  Reeves  Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W.  Sandford  Mills,  C.  H. 

.Joyce  Saunders  Pinkerton. 

Noes,  14. 
Bruce  Lake  Swan 

Buchanan  Mackenzie,  M.  Wright. 

Fergus  Rhodes  Tellers, 

Fish  Richardson        Eamshaw 

Hall  Russell  Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  for,  27. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  debate  adjourned. 
Sir  J.  EaU 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  this  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  suggested  that  the  next  two 
orders  of  the  day  shoidd  be  called  on,  as  it  was 
the  desire  of  thode  who  were  in  charge  of  these 
Bills  to  have  them  postponed — not  to  go  on 
with  them.  II  the  honourable  member  would 
withdraw  his  motion  until  those  orders  were 
postponed  no  harm  would  be  done. 

Mr.  FISH  did  not  see  that  any  exception 
should  be  made  with  regard  to  any  Bill  on  the 
Order  Paper  which  happened  to  be  in  charge 
of  the  honourable  gentleman.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  should  not  receive  any  excep- 
tional treatment  from  the  House,  and  he 
thought  he  should  take  the  same  chance  and 
the  same  risk  with  his  Bill  as  other  honour- 
able gentlemen  had  to  do  with  theirs.  If  excep- 
tionfld  favour  was  to  be  shown  in  this  manner 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  fair.  II  they  did  it  in  one  case 
they  would  have  to  do  it  in  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment could  not  be  withdrawn  except  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House.  It  could, 
of  course,  be  negatived. 

Mr.  SHERA  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  Should 
not  the  order  of  the  day  have  been  called  on* 
before  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said.  No.  The  honourable 
gentleman  would  see  that  there  were  sixty 
orders  of  the  day,  and  if  what  he  suggested 
were  the  case  it  would  be  necessary  to  call 
them  all  on  before  the  House  could  adjourn. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  might  point  out 
to  the  House  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  was  not  taking  an  exceptional 
course  at  all,  and  it  was  extremely  unusual 
to  object  to  the  opportunity  being  afiorded  an 
honourable  member  to  obtain  the  postpone- 
ment of  an  order  of  the  day  of  which  he  was 
specially  in  charge.  He  did  not  think  he  had 
ever  known  it  to  he  objected  to  before.  It  gave 
no  exceptional  favour  whatever  to  the  honour- 
able member.   / 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  if  any  exception  was  being 
made  it  was  rather  against  than  in  favour  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua.  An 
honourable  member  who  had  a  Bill  so  high 
up  on  to-day's  Order  Paper  as  he  had,  had  a 
right  to  expect  that  in  the  ordinary  course  he 
would  have  the  opportunity  of  bringing  it  up 
for  consideration.  The  Bill  would,  unless  the 
sitting  were  cut  short,  have  been  come  to,  and 
the  member  in  charge  of  it  would  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  going  on  with  it  or  of  post- 
poning it.  The  present  was  an  unusual  course, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  was  advisable  to  deprive 
the  honourable  gentleman  of  the  opportunity 
that  he  was  fairly  entitled  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  desired  to  point  out  to  the 
House  that  the  two  Bills  which  were  first  on 
the  Order  Paper  would  come  on  in  exactly 
the  same  position  on  the  following  Thursdi^ 
night.  The  Bills  set  down  for  the  following 
Thursday  must  properly  take  precedence,  and 
then  the  two  Bills  referred  to  would  be  the  two 
next  to  be  taken. 
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Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  did  not  want  the  Bill 
to  come  on  next  Thursday. 

Mr.  FEBQUS  asked  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling  on 
the  position. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  question  was  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  upon  whioh  ques- 
tion almost  any  suhject  might  be  debated. 

Mr.  FEBGUS  said  the  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment had  been  moved  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier ; 
bat,  before  that,  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  rose  and  asked  the  consent  of  the 
House  that  his  Bill  should  be  allowed  to  be 
pat  down,  first  for  Tuesday  fortnight.  He  pre- 
samed  the  House  could  only  confirm  this  by 
negativing  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  rose!  to  a  point 
of  order.  The  motion  was  not  in  the  hands  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  quite  willing  to  withdraw 
bia  motion  if  it  would  help  the  matter,  and 
asked  leave  accordingly. 

Leave  to  withdraw  refused. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn." 

Ayss,  87. 


Blake 

Eapa 
Kefiy,  J. 

Saunders 

Bruce 

Seddon 

Backland 

Kelly,  W. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Boick 

Lawry 

Smith,  W.  0. 

Mackintosh 

Swan 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Taylor 

Dawson 

McKenzie,  J. 

Thompson,  R. 

Fish 

McLean 

Thompson,  T. 

Fisher 

Meredith 

Ward. 

Fraaer 

Pinkerton 

Houston 

Reeves 

TelUn, 

Hatchison,  W 

.  Bichardson 

Miuf .  C.  H. 

Joyce 

Sandford 

Noes,  16. 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Tanner 

Dancan 

O'Oonor 

Wright. 

HaU 

Paiata 

HaU-Jones 

Bhodes 

Tellers, 

Lake 

Russell 

Earnshaw 

Shera 

Stout. 

Majority  for, 

21. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  ten 

o'clock  pjn. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  18th  August,  1893. 

Fixst   Beading— Railway  Officers— Hicks  Bay  Tele- 
graph—Electoral Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spxaksb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Kaiapoi  Borough  Council  Vesting  Bill. 


RAILWAY  OFFICERS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  moved,  That  Be- 
ium  No.  108t  ^i^  on  the  table  on  the  16th 
August,  1893,  relative  to  leave  of  absence  of 
railway  officers,  be  jsrinted.  He  moved  this 
motion  with  a  certam  amount  of  hesitancy, 
for  he  recognised  that  the  printing  bill  of  the 
colony  had  assumed  somewhat  large  propor- 
tions already ;  but  the  return  was  an  important 
one  to  a  great  many  people,  inasmuch  as  it 
showed  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  difterence 
in  the  treatment  meted  out  to  the  different 
employes  on  the  railways.  It  would  be  found 
that  officers  of  the  Railway  Department  draw- 
ing saJaries  of  from  £800  to  £1,000  a  year  were 
allowed  leave  of  absence  on  full  pay  for  thiee, 
six,  and  even  twelve  months  at  a  time,  while 
also  drawing  travelling  -  expenses ;  and  they 
knew  from  experience  that  workmen  on  the 
railways  were  refused  leave  of  absence  for  half 
a  day,  even  so  much  as  to  go  to  a  funeral.  He 
did  not  know  that  the  printing  would  cost  a 
very  great  deal,  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  offer  no  objection  to  it. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HICKS  BAY  TELEGRAPH. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  asked 
whether  the  Government  would  be  disposed  to 
consider  the  desirability  of  extending  the  tele- 
graph or  telephone  to  Hicks  Bay. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the 
cost  of  constructing  the  line  to  Hicks  Bay  was 
estimated  at  £1,860,  besides  which,  linemen 
would  have  to  be  found  at  a  cost  of  £150  per 
annum;  to  balance  which,  the  receipts  were 
only  estimated  at  £20  per  annum.  Such  being 
the  case,  the  Government,  he  was  sorry  to  say, 
did  not  see  their  way  to  put  up  the  line. 

ELECTORAL  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  I  trust 
the  Council  will  pardon  me  if  on  this  occasion 
the  remarks  which  I  am  about  to  make  on  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  are  somewhat  brief. 
It  is  very  tiying  indeed  to  have  to  repeat  a 
third  time  what  has  been  said  before, — for, 
practically,  this  measure  has  been  before  the 
Council  on  three  occasions.  On  the  first  occa- 
sion on  which  I  introduced  this  Bill,  in  1891,  I 
explained  it  as  I  understood  it — not  only  to 
my  own  satisfaction,  which  would  not  go  for 
much,  but,  I  think,  to  the  satisfaction  of  most 
honourable  members,  with  the  exception  of 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Reynolds.  On  the 
second  occasion,  in  1892,  when  I  again  intro- 
duced this  measure,  I  explained  it  to  his  entire 
approval.  Therefore  I  do  not  think  that  much 
explanation  is  necessary  on  this  occasion,  nor, 
in  fact,  do  I  think  any  explanation  is  neces- 
sary in  asking  the  Council  to  agree  to  the  Bill 
being  read  a  second  time.  It  is  quite  true.  Sir, 
there  are  in  this  Council  many  honourable 
members  who  were  not  here  when  the  Bill  was 
discussed  before,  and  those  honourable  mem- 
bers might  probably  consider  some  explanation 
necessaiy.  I  understand  that  several  honour- 
able members  are  anxious  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  this  Bill  and  debate  it  fully,  and  I  wish 
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to  ^ve  them  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  On 
the  first  occasion  upon  which  I  introduced  the 
measure  the  Bill  did  not  contain  one  of  the 
principles  which  are  at  present  in  it — that  is, 
freehold  qualification.  There  are  these  two 
•qualifications  which  were  insisted  on  hy  this 
Council,  sent  to  another  place,  and  returned 
from  that  place  in  1892 — the  qualification  of 
residence  and  the  property  qualification.  Soon 
■after  I  introduced  that  Bill,  in  September,  1891, 
it  was  followed  hy  another  Bill,  which  might  be 
called  an  element  of  discord,  and  that  was  the 
Woman's  Franchise  Bill.  That  Bill  was  intro- 
duced in  a  very  able  speech  by  an  honourable 
member  who  is  no  longer  here.  I  venture  to  say 
that  on  that  occasion  the  speeches  on  the  ques- 
tion were  worthy  of  the  Council  and  worthy  of 
those  who  spoke.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection 
of  honourable  gentlemen  that  my  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Bo  wen  on  that  occasion  made  a 
speech,  which  I  have  over  and  over  again  read 
with  pleasure.  Many  other  honourable  mem- 
bers also  spoke ;  and  I  believe  you  yourself, 
Sir,  as  one  of  the  members  of  this  Council, 
addressed  us  impressively  and  in  language  not 
uncertain.  On  that  occasion  I  had  to  explain 
to  the  Council  the  position  in  which  I  was 
placed.  I  said  then,  what  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  now — that,  this  being  a  Government  mea- 
sure, and  the  representatives  of  the  people  in 
another  place  having  sent  it  to  us  in  its  pre- 
sent shape,  I  should  be  a  very  stubborn  man 
to  resist  that  opinion  and  prefer  my  own  views 
to  those  of  men  who  are  more  in  touch  with 
the  people.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  I 
have  not  changed  my  views  one  iota,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  this  is  a  measure  which 
is  called  for  by  the  people,  and  is  considered 
to  be  a  benefit  to  the  community  at  large. 
Now,  Sir,  the  Bill  is  practically  a  piece  of 
machinery,  the  principles  of  which  are  very 
few,  though  large ;  and  it  has  been  so  ably 
debated,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  that  I 
think  I  should  be  trespassing  upon  the  intel- 
ligence of  honourable  members  were  I  to  do 
anything  more  than  simply  move,  That  the  Bill 
he  now  read  the  second  time,  reserving  to  myself 
the  right  to  say  what  I  might  have  to  say  in 
reply  to  those  who  may  oppose  the  measure. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— With  re- 
gard to  the  Bill  itself  there  is  not  so  much 
to  be  said,  except  this:  that,  in  the  evident 
desire  there  is  for  change,  we  are  required  to 
interfere  very  grossly  with  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  I  think  that  the  alteration  proposed 
last  year  to  extend  the  electoral  privileges  to 
shearers  and  harvesters  was  a  step  not  only  in 
the  right  direction,  but  in  a  direction  by  which 
we  could  make  sure  of  obtaining  the  votes  of 
some  of  the  most  valuable  sections  of  our  com- 
munity. It  is  now  proposed  to  drop  the  shearers 
and  harvesters,  and  to  put  in  another  class — 
a  class  of  town  people  who  are  not  so  much 
wanted  to  vote.  The  towns  have  already  vastly 
too  much  influence  in  the  country ;  and  I  think 
the  commercial  travellers  are  quite  the  last 
class  which  ought  to  be  specially  considered 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  They  are  an  exceed- 
ingly small  section,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
Hon,  Sir  P.  A,  Buckley 


entitle  them  to  receive  this  special  advantage 
which  is  sought  to  be  given  them.  I  shaJl 
therefore,  in  Committee  on  the  Bill,  try  to 
replace  in  the  Bill  the  provision  allowing 
shearers  and  harvesters  to  take  out  electoral 
rights,  to  whom  this  privilege  was  given  last 
year.  There  is  nothing  I  know  of  to  be  said 
against  allowing  sheetrers  and  harvesters  to  have 
the  same  privileges  as  seamen.  A 1  thought  the 
Premier,  I  saw  in  another  place,  said  there  was 
a  certain  amount  of  prejudice  against  extend- 
ing the  privilege  to  the  class  of  people  I  have 
mentioned,  I  think,  Sir,  that  the  Bill  would 
be  just  as  likely  to  pass  with  that  in  it  as  it 
would  without.  Then,  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
the  proposal  made  by  the  Premier  for  keeping 
back  the  ballot-papers  at  small  places  has  been 
expunged  from  the  Bill.  It  was  quite  unneces- 
sary. It  was  only  proposed,  so  far  as  I  could 
see,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the  excite- 
ment as  to  the  result  of  an  election,  and  would 
have  been  of  no  earthly  good.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  practice  of  counting  up  the  votes  on 
the  same  night  at  each  polling-place  will  in  any 
way  affect  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot,  except 
where  persons  choose  to  go  and  talk  about  the 
way  they  have  voted  themselves.  Those  are  the 
objections  I  had  to  the  Bill  itself ;  and  on  one 
of  them  I  shall  endeavour  to  amend  the  Bill, 
and  the  other  I  am  very  glad  to  see  out  of  it 
altogether.  We  now  come  to  the  question  of 
the  woiiian's  franchise.  That  question  is  one 
which  has  agitated  us  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion ;  and  I  think  I  may  say  honestly  it  would 
have  passed  last  year  had  it  not  been  for  the 
proposal  to  give  women  electoral  rights.  We 
thought  the  women  of  the  country  were  under 
certain  difficulties  which  women  in  the  towns 
were  not  under,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
difficult  to  get  any  good  out  of  women's  suf- 
frage unless  we  made  sure  beforehand  of  their 
being  able  to  record  their  votes.  Women  have 
duties  at  home  which  would  very  often  prevent 
them  from  going  six  or  eight  miles  to  vote  in 
the  country,  and  we  thought  it  was  only 
proper  to  give  them  the  same  right  as  it  was 
proposed  to  extend  to  shearers,  seamen,  and 
harvesters.  On  that  ground  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  differed  with  us  very  materi- 
ally. They  would  not  look  at  it ;  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  the  Bill  was  lost.  Even  with  that 
compromise  I  was  not  satisfied.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  inherent  right  in  women  to  vote. 
I  consider  that  the  proposal  to  allow  them  the 
electoral  right  means  the  rule  of  the  clergy. 
That  is  what  it  means.  Women  are  more  im- 
pressionable than  men,  and  they  are  more  in 
the  hands  of  the  clergy.  All  the  civilised 
world  over,  for  a  long  time  past,  there  has 
been  a  movement  to  exclude  the  clergy  troia 
active  part  in  the  government  of  a  country, 
and,  if  that  is  restored  by  this  woman's  suffrage, 
it  can  only  end  in  disaster.  I  am  given  to 
imderstand  that  a  petition  containing  thirty 
thousand  names  of  women — being  one-seventh 
of  the  whole  number  of  adult  women  of  the 
country — has  been  sent  to  Parliament  in  favour 
of  this  Bill.  Well,  there  are  various  ways  of 
looking  at  that  petition.     One  way,  and  not 
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the  only  way,  is  that  the  women  of  the  coun- 
try are  perplexed  and  alarmed  at  the  course  of 
legislation  that  is  going  on,  and  that  they  have 
considerable  distrust  of  their  rulers:  just  as 
when  a  woman  driving  loses  confidence  in  her 
charioteer,  and  clutches  at  the  reins,  so  it  is 
that  the  women  of  the  towns  are  now  making 
an  endeavour  to  lay  hold  of  the  reins,  and  see 
if  they  cannot  rule  better  than  those  who  are 
driving.  I  look  upon  it  that  their  petition 
shows  a  want  of  confidence  in  their  rulers, 
and  that  is  all.  There  are  persons  who  tell  us 
calmly  that  they  are  influenced  in  bringing  this 
proposal  by  the  great  principle  of  justice  to 
women.  There  is  no  more  profound  hypocrisy 
possible.  When  they  seek  to  give  women  the 
franchise,  and  will  not  allow  them  the  privi- 
lege of  sitting  in  Parliament  and  exercising  in 
an  efficient  manner  a  voice  in  the  country,  it 
is  obvious  to  me  that  what  they  want  is  to 
use  women  to  their  own  advantage,  for  they 
think  the  women's  votes  will  help  them  to  get 
into  Parliament,  and  not  that  they  will  influ- 
ence the  legislation  of  the  country.  The  pseudo- 
Conservatives  we  have  in  this  country  fully 
believe  that  women  will  exercise  a  conserva- 
tive influence  in  the  country,  while  the  oppo- 
site party  think  they  will  have  another  in- 
fluence. It  is  from  the  most  purely  selfish 
motives  that  the  proposal  is  brought  forward, 
and  it  is  from  no  chivalrous,  or  courteous,  or 
deferential  feelings  whatever.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that,  though  there  have  been 
many  reforms  in  many  civilised  countries,  there 
never  hsis  been  one  adopted  of  so  far-reaching 
a  character  as  this.  We  are  absolutely  forcing 
thi^  electoral  power  on  the  country  without 
having  made  any  appeal  to  the  country  what- 
ever. We  are  asked,  just  on  the  eve  of  an  elec- 
tion, to  pass  a  Bill  taking  away  from  those 
who  have  a  monopoly  of  the  franchise  that 
monopoly — which  does  seem  to  be  a  most  mon- 
strous thing.  There  may  be  people  who  con- 
scientiously believe  that  it  is  really  an  act  of 
justice  to  treat  women  in  this  way,  but  we 
cannot  say  whether  the  majority  of  men  of  this 
country  do  or  do  not  hold  that  view.  The  fact 
of  thirty  thousand  women,  all  drawn  from  the 
towns,  probably  the  greater  proportion  of  them 
from  the  Tailoresses*  Unions  and  women  of  the 
working-class  in  the  towns,  with  a  few  of  the 
women's-rights  women  added,  having  signed  a 
petition  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  any  proof 
at  all  that  the  women  of  the  country  want  it. 
<hi  the  contrary  I  think  the  women  who  live  *'  on 
their  own  hook,"  vulgarly  speaking,  are  not  the 
class  of  women  who  make  up  the  majority  of 
women  in  this  colony,  nor  are  they  the  class  of 
women  who  are  entitled  to  be  heard  on  behalf 
of  their  sisters.  The  other  six-sevenths,  who 
are  the  mothers  and  daughters  of  those  people 
who  carry  the  whole  country  on  their  backs, 
are  the  people,  surely,  who  have  as  much  to 
say  in  the  matter,  and  a  great  deal  more,  than 
the  people  who  live  in  towns.  I  think  this 
principle  being  introduced  in  this  Electoral 
Bill  is  an  exceedingly  bad  one.  It  ought  to 
have  been  brought  here  on  its  own  merits,  and 
argued  on  its  own  merits,  and  not  put  into  a 


Bill  like  this,  which  cannot  be  laid  aside  with- 
out great  inconvenience,  otherwise  I  should 
like  to  see  the  Bill  thrown  out  on  its  second 
reading.  Of  course  we  cannot  but  take  into 
consideration  all  the  other  proposals  in  the 
Bill ;  and  this  principle  in  the  Bill  only  tends 
to  confuse  the  debate  to  a  certain  extent  in 
its  passage.  Now,  it  is  a  curious  thing  that 
all  the  experiments  in  vogue  of  this  kind  of 
modem  legislation  seem  to  be  tried  in  this 
unfortunate  country.  It  is  the  country  where  . 
the  labouring-classes  are  the  best  off,  and  a 
country  the  population  of  which  is  so  small  as 
not  even  to  a^ord  an  adequate  example  for  any 
other  countries;  for  what  would  answer  in  a 
country  like  this  might  not  apply  to  larger 
ones.  Their  answer  would  be  always  ready, 
"  What  might  suit  your  country  will  not  apply 
to  us."  This  experiment  has  been  tried  in 
various  States  of  America.  There  is  one  now 
which  is  being  constantly  quoted — the  State 
of  Wyoming,  where  they  have  had  woman's 
suflrage,  which  has  been  in  existence  there  the 
last  twenty-three  years :  after  it  had  existed 
ten  years  both  women  and  men  petitioned  their 
Congress  to  abolish  it.  After  ten  years  we 
shall  have  more  knowledge  of  its  working  here, 
and  I  think  those  who  are  now  so  anxious  to 
promote  it  will  then  be  just  as  anxious  to  do 
away  with  it.  I  do  not  think  it  will  do  any 
great  harm  myself,  but  I  do  not  believe  it 
will  do  any  good.  There  is  another  question, 
while  we  are  considering  whether  women  ought 
really  to  have  the  right  to  exercise  a  voice  in 
the  government  of  the  country,  apart  from 
the  theory  of  justice  to  women.  It  is  always  a 
first  step  in  the  decadence  of  a  nation  when 
men  hand  over  government  to  women,  and  I 
think  the  country  must  be  said  to  be  totter- 
ing to  its  fall  when  the  women  have  too  much 
power  in  their  kands,  because  it  means  that 
the  men  have  shirked  their  proper  duty  in 
any  such  country.  The  flrst  step  in  the  de- 
cadence of  many  countries  has  been  due  to  the 
interference  of  women,  and  to  their  having  too 
much  voice  in  the  government  of  the  country. 
I  also  say  that  there  are  responsibilities  in  life, 
at  least,  devolving .  upon  the  men  that  do  not 
devolve  upon  the  women.  For  instance,  one 
responsibility  is  the  maintenance  of  the  peace. 
How,  I  ask,  can  it  be  possible  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  peace  to  be  intrusted  to  a  police 
force  of  women?  The  thing  is  monstrous. 
How  could  the  commerce  of  the  colony  be 
carried  on  if  women  were  called  upon  to  be  our 
sailors  ?  I  have  not  referred  to  the  question  of 
defence,  because  some  people  in  this  country 
always  pooh-pooh  any  danger  to  the  country ; 
but,  of  course,  that  comes  in  also.  We  cannot 
intrust  our  defence  to  women  unless  our  men 
are  becoming  emasculate  and  unable  to  bear 
their  share.  The  equal  rights  of  women  ex- 
tend only  to  their  property,  and  it  is  just  that 
they  should  have  the  vote  in  all  local  questions 
Involving  their  properties  as  ratepayers.  When 
it  comes  to  the  broader  question  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
extension  of  power  to  women.  The  views  of 
those  honouraole  gentlemen  who  are  in  favour 
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of  introducing  this  novel  syatem  into  our  elec- 
torates are  peculiar.  The  Oonservatives,  such 
as  they  are  in  other  countries,  are  not  such  as 
they  are  in  this  countiy.  In  fact,  this  country 
is  becoming  rapidly  divided  into  two  classes — 
the  **  haves  "  and  the  "  have-nots."  We  know 
what  the  cherished  traditions  of  the  Conserva- 
tive party,  or  some  of  them,  are.  I  may  take 
the  wise  words  of  the  late  Lord  Beacoxisfield. 
He  says, — 

*«  The  ballot  we  oppose  because  we  think  the 
country  does  not  wish  it.  But  the  first  Parlia- 
ment elected  under  the  ballot  will  return  a 
Tory  majority.  If  the  further  step  of  manhood 
suffrage  is  taJcen  there  will  retrely  be  a  Liberal 
party  in  power  again.  But  if  the  extreme  step 
of  female  suffrage  is  granted  there  will  never 
be  a  Liberal  Government  again,  for  every 
woman  in  England  is  a  Conservative." 

That,  perhaps,  would  not  apply  here  if  we 
had  the  woman^s  suffrage :  we  should  have 
women  absolutely  without  any  staJce  whatever 
in  the  country,  and  the  tendency  would  be,  as 
far  as  I  can  judge,  to  Radicalism.  Women, 
as  a  rule,  will  vote  with  their  men,  and  if  there 
is,  as  I  have  just  said,  a  Radical  majority  in 
the  country,  I  suppose  there  will  be  a  still 
larger  majority  when  the  Radicals  have  their 
women  to  vote  for  them.  As  a  rule,  it  will  be 
found,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  country- 
women under  this  Bill  will  not  be  able  to  vote 
at  all.  The  women  in  the  country  districts 
would  exercise  a  little  more  Conservative  in- 
fluence; but  the  action  last  year  in  another 
place  shows  that  they  will  not  be  allowed  to 
vote  in  the  only  way  possible  for  them — that 
is,  by  electoral  rights ;  and  I  fear  very  much 
the  proper  balance  of  power  will  not  be  main- 
tained unless  electoral  rights  are  given.  There 
can  be  no  question.  Sir,  about^this:  If  it  were 
possible  to  get  the  honest  opinion  of  women 
on  almost  any  law  in  existence,  it  would  be 
exercised  beneficially,  and  I  think  it  would 
have  a  very  good  effect  also  in  stopping  this 
eternal  desire  for  change.  It  would  give  us  at 
least  that  one  pleasure  which  we  never  get  now ; 
and  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  from  many 
points  of  view.  It  would  have  an  influence  in 
our  elections  that  would  tend  towards  im- 
proving people,  and  that  influence  would  be 
found  more  largely  among  the  women  than 
among  the  men.  But  I  should  be  very  loth  to 
see  the  women  drawn  into  the  horrible  turmoil 
of  disputed  elections.  I  do  not  for  one  mo- 
ment believe  we  should  bring  in  any  large  pro- 
portion of  women  to  the  polls  at  all.  I  feel 
certain  of  this :  that  the  women  of  the  only 
class  that  would  vote  —  the  women  who  live 
in  the  various  towns  with  their  families — 
would  not  be  the  kind  of  women  that  would 
fulfil  all  the  desires  of  those  who  wish  to  see 
the  influence  of  women  effectually  felt  in  the 
politics  of  the  country.  At  the  proper  time  I 
shall  oppose  this  provision,  and,  if  I  do  not 
succeed  in  getting  the  provision  expunged 
from  the  Bill,  I  shall  join  with  those  who 
propose  to  suspend  its  operation  till  after  the 
next  elections,  when  we  can  find  what  the 
countiy  thinks  about  it.  If  that  fails  I  shall 
Son,  Sir  Q,  S.  Whitmore 


then  endeavonr  to  amend  the  Bill  by  anything 
which  would  modify  it,  as  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  alter  it  now.  It  is  not  from  any  want 
of  respect  to  the  other  sex  that  I  have  always 
previously  so  strongly  opposed,  as  I  do  now, 
the  women's  franchise,  bscause  I  do  respect 
the  other  sex,  and  do  not  wish  to  see  women 
brought  into  contact  with  irritated  politicians, 
and  have  their  minds  diverted  from  their 
proper  and  fiatural  functions ;  but  I  think 
it  IS  unwise  to  take  the  large  step  we  are 
asked  to  take  now.  I  hope  that  when  the 
Bill  goes  into  Committee — we  cannot  obstruct 
its  second  reading — ^there  will  be  a  sufi&cient 
opportunity  of  absolutely  expunging  this  pro- 
vision, or  that  it  will  be,  at  all  events,  post- 
poned until  after  the  next  election. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— Sir,  I  shall 
support  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  The 
machinery  clauses  of  the  Bill  are,  in  my 
opinion,  somewhat  cumbrous,  and  they  may 
with  advantage  be  amended  or  altered  in 
Committee;  but  the  Bill,  as  a  whole,  will 
have  my  cordial  support.  The  measure  pro- 
vides, first,  for  one  vote  one  man,  or,  rather, 
as  the  Bill  puts  it,  one  vote  for  one  person, 
and,  secondly,  "one  person  one  roll."  The 
interpretation  of  the  word  "person"  includes 
woman.  Now,  I  am  altogether  in  favour  of 
the  extension  of  the  franchise  to  women.  I 
have  never  been  able  to  understand,  nor  have 
I  ever  heard,  any  arguments  why  this  rights 
this  privilege,  should  be  kept  from  women,  or 
women  debarred  from  exercising  it.  I  hold  that 
it  is  the  right  of  women  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
making  of  the  laws  under  which  they  live. 
The  principle  expressed  in  the  words  "one 
man  one  vote  "  is  almost  universally  accepted. 
Therefore  there  is  no  necessity  for  debating 
that  point.  The  other  principle — that  is,  "  one 
man  one  roll " — I  am  sorry  to  say  is  not  so 
universally  accepted.  I  hold  that,  as  long  a> 
persons  who  have  one  or  more  qualifications 
have  the  opportunity  of  choosing  which  quali- 
fication they  shall  register  under,  no  great 
harm  is  done.  It  is  accepted  by  politicians  as 
an  axiom  that  all  persons  should  have  equal 
voting-power,  and  I  support  that  view,  and  I 
also  believe  that  is  the  proper  ground  to  work 
upon.  I  am  altogether  in  favour,  therefore, 
of  equal  political  power  in  the  matter  of 
voting  being  given  to  the  sexes.  Now,  what 
are  the  objections?  The  honourable  and  gal- 
lant member  Sir  George  Whitmore,  who  has 
just  sat  down,  spoke  very  forcibly  against  the 
extension  of  the  franchise  to  women.  I  regret 
to  say  that  none  of  the  arguments  he  used 
had  any^  effect  upon  my  mind  in  changing 
my  opinions.  It  may  be  said,  and  it  is  urged 
as  an  objection,  that  women  do  not  want  the 
franchise,  and  therefore  it  is  useless  giving  it 
to  them ;  but  are  men  deprived  of  any  privilege 
on  its  being  shown  that  they  do  not  ask  for  or 
value  it  ?  I  say  that  it  is  not  correct  to  say  so 
of  women.  The  presence  on  our  Coimcil  table 
of  a  petition  containing  twenty-five  thousand 
signatures,  and  of  severiJ  petitions  presented 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  and  other  Councillors, 
containing,  I  believe,  thirty-three  or  thirty-five 
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thoosajid  names,  is  evidence  in  favour  of  a 
deeiie  on  the  part  of  a  large  section  of  the 
women  of  the  colony  to  have  the  franchise. 
I  would  point  out  to  the  Council  this  fact: 
that  no  petitions  are  being  presented  this  year 
either  to  this  branch  of  the  Legislature  or  co 
the  other,  opposing  the  granting  of  the  fran- 
obise  to  women  and  signed  by  women.  This 
is  a  fact  I  think  this  Council  ought  to  bear  in 
mind,  and  one  they  should  pay  considerable 
attention  and  weight  to.  It  is  also  urged  that 
women  will  not,  even  if  you  do  grant  them  the 
franchise,  use  the  privilege  or  right  given  them. 
I  hold  that  that  assertion  is  incorrect;  but, 
even  so,  we  know  perfectlv  well  that  all  men  do 
not  take  advantage  of  the  franchise,  yet  the 
fact  that  they  do  not  take  advantage  of  it  is 
not  advanced  as  an  argument  why  they  ^ould 
not  have  it  given  to  them.  The  argument  will 
apply  equally  to  women.  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  admit  that,  for  the  first  few  years  or  more, 
or  for  some  considerable  time,  women  will  not 
take  advantage  of  the  privilege ;  but  that  is  no 
season  why  those  who  desire  to  do  so  should 
be  debarred.  Since  there  is  a  section  now  of 
thirty-five  thousand  women  of  the  colony  who 
are  desirous  of  having  this  right  given  to  them, 
I  say.  Sir,  they  should  have  the  opportunity  of 
exercising  that  right  or  privilege  which  they 
claim.  It  is  also  advanced  that,  even  if  you 
do  give  them  the  right  of  being  placed  upon 
the  roll,  women  will  be  influenced  by  their 
husbands,  or  brothers,  or  fathers— that  they 
will  vote  with  men — that  they  will  vote  with 
their  male  relatives.  Well,  sunposing  that 
such  will  be  the  case,  where  is  the  great  dis- 
advantage in  giving  it  them?  It  will  only 
dnpUcate  the  number  of  votes  even  at  worst ; 
and  the  same  thing  will  apply  to  every  section 
of  the  community.  But  such  will  not  always 
be  the  case.  We  must  admit  that  all  men— all 
good  men— are  influenced  in  a  great  measure 
by  good  women,  and  most  men  are  not  above 
taking  advice  from  a  good,  sensible  woman.  It 
would  be  absurd  to  say  that  women,  even  under 
the  present  circumstances,  do  not  influence  the 
elections  in  this  colony  considerably.  There  is, 
in  my  opinion,  no  question  about  it  but  they 
do.  I  say,  very  properly  so :  that  influence  they 
should  exercise.  And  if  they  are  capable  of 
exercising  it,  and  capable  of  expressing  their 
opinions  upon  such  matters  as  men  have  under 
discussion — political  matters — why  not  give 
them  the  right  to  exercise  their  privilege,  and 
to  express  their  views,  by  voting  with  their 
fathers,  or  brothers,  or  husbands,  as  the  case 
may  be  ?  It  is  also  urged  as  an  argument  that 
it  may  lead  to  unpleasantness  in  a  family, — 
to  quarrels ;  that  women  may  not  follow  their 
husbands  in  these  matters.  I  think  he  must 
be  a  very  mean  creature  of  a  man  who  will 
quarrel  with  a  woman,  or  make  it  a  cause  of 
qnarcel  with  her,  because  she  exercises  her 
right,  or  because  she  exercises  what  he  claims 
a  right  to— that  is,  the  right  to  his  opinions. 
I  cannot  understand  why  men  are  so  narrow- 
minded.  But  we  find  men  who  are  so  narrow- 
minded,  and  who  claim  all  these  privileges, 
bat  who  have  no  consideration  and  no  thought 
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for  the  opinions  of  others.  Are  they  the  best 
men  in  a  community  ?'  Are  they  the  men  who 
lead?  Men  certainly  have  a  right  to  their 
opinions.  However,  if  allowed  the  right  them- 
selves, they  should  also  allow  others  the  same 
right  they  claim  for  themselves.  I  say  the 
same  argument  is  applicable  to  women.  It  will 
be  said,  of  course,  that  women  are  not  qualified 
to  exercise  their  opinions;  that  they  are  not 
sufficiently  educated ;  that,  in  fact,  they  do  not 
understand  the  questions  that  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  them.  I  say  those  are  very  small  ob- 
jections, and  there  is  nothing,  in  my  opinion, 
to  support  such  assertions.  Let  me  say  a  word 
or  two  regarding  the  objections  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  franchise,  and  in  reply  to  the 
objections  I  have  referred  to,  because  I  do 
not  propose  to  weary  the  Council  or  to  speak 
at  great  length  upon  this  question.  We  are 
aware  that  the  question  has  been  fully  dis- 
cussed for  several  years,  and  what  I  have  to 
say  will  probably  not  infiuence  many  votes  in 
this  Council.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  believe 
it  my  duty,  as  a  new  member,  to  take  up  a 
definite  and  decided  stand  upon  this  question, 
and  I  hope  the  Council  will  pardon  me  if  I 
place  before  it  my  impressions  and  the  reasons 
why  I  take  up  that  stand.  It  is  accepted  as 
an  axiom  now  that  those  who  are  governed 
have  the  right  to  a  voice  in  the  making  of  the 
laws  under  which  they  live.  Very  well.  If 
that  is  admitted,  I  ask,  are  not  women  inter- 
ested in  the  laws  made  in  this  country?  I 
answer.  Yes,  and  go  further  and  say  they  are 
more  interested  in  many  of  the  laws  passed  in 
this  colony  than  men.  They  are  very  much 
more  interested  in  certain  directions,  and  are 
very  much  better  able  to  express  an  opinion 
upon  certain  laws,  because  they  feel  the  effect 
of  them  more  than  men.  They  have  a  right 
to  be  interested  in  the  good  government  of 
this  country,  and  therefore  I  claim  they  have 
a  right  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  laws 
that  are  made,  and  under  which  they  live,  and 
by  which  they  will  be  governed.  It  has  been 
said  that  women  are  not  capable  of  expressing 
an  opinion  on  political  questions.  I  say  that 
the  educational  system  of  the  colony  confers 
equal  educational  advantages  on  each  sex  and 
requires  equal  results,  and  experience  has 
shown  us  that  under  similar  conditions  women 
can  hold  their  own  in  nearly  all  branches  of 
education.  We  are  now  giving  degrees  to  the 
women  of  this  colony,  but  they  are  not  getting 
those  degrees,  you  may  be  sure,  without  being 
qualified,  and  undergoing  stiff  examinations, 
— the  same  examinations  as  men.  I  say  the 
evidence  is  altogether  in  favour  of  the  women 
at  the  present  day;  and,  whatever  may  be 
advanced  in  the  past,  they  are  capable,  in  my 
opinion,  of  expressing  an  intelligent  opinion 
upon  every  political  question  that  is  before  the 
people  of  the  colony.  It  may  be  said,  too,  that 
the  country  at  large,  or  the  male  electors  of  the 
colony,  have  not  expressed  an  opinion  favour- 
able to  the  extension  of  the  franchise  to 
women.  Now,  I  believe  I  am  justified  in  say- 
ing that  the  contrary  is  the  case.  I  believe  you 
will  not  find  many  people  in  Now  Zealand 
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^ho  ^111  say  that  they  are  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  the  franchise  to  women.  And,  if 
such  is  the  case,  why  should  this  Council  ob- 
ject to  or  stand  in  the  way  of  the  extension 
of  this  privilege  to  the  women  of  the  colony  ? 
This  measure  hsis  been  before  this  Council 
before,  and  it  has  been  passed,  I  may  say,  with- 
out transgressing  the  rules  of  this  House,  in 
another  branch  of  the  Legislature  on  two 
previous  occasions;  and  certainly  every  op- 
portunity has  been  given  to  the  country,  to 
the  electors  of  the  country,  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  the  question.  The  most  that 
can  be  said  by  the  opponents  of  the  measure 
is,  that  some  electors  have  not  expressed  an 
opinion  one  way  or  another.  But  have  they 
expressed  an  opinion  against  it?  If  not,  I 
may  assume  the  country  has  expressed  a  desire 
for  the  extension  of  the  franchise  to  the  women 
of  the  colony,  and  that  this  Council  will  be 
doing  its  duty  in  supporting  this  Bill.  I  think 
many  of  the  objections  raised  are  quite  frivo- 
lous, and  I  have  heard  none  that  should,  in  my 
opinion,  cause  me  to  change  my  views  upon 
this  question.  The  Hon.  Sir  George  Whit- 
more  referred  to  the  oft -made  statement  that 
the  clergy  would  influence  the  women. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— May  I  ask 
the  question,  if  the  clergy  will  influence  the 
women  in  the  wrong  direction  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Possibly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— An  honour- 
able member  says,  "  Possibly."  Will  the  in- 
fluence of  the  leaders  and  educators  of  the 
people,  who  are  ohfu-ged  with  the  care  of  the 
morals  of  the  community  —  the  leaders  who 
have  to  expound  the  moral  laws — will  they  be 
likely  to  advise  the  women  to  do  anything 
that  is  wrong  ?  I  do  not  think  they  will.  They 
are  a  section  of  the  community  clearly  in- 
terested in  having  good  and  wholesome  laws, 
and  I  think  there  are  no  grounds  for  saying 
that  they  are  likely  to  influence,  or,  at  any 
rate,  to  exert  any  injurious  influence  upon,  the 
elections.  Such  a  course  would  be  opposed  to 
their  own  best  interests.  I  again  say  that,  if 
the  clergy  do  exercise  an  influence  upon  the 
women,  it  will  be  in  the  right  direction.  The 
Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore  also  said  that  when 
the  government  of  a  country  was  handed  over 
to  the  women  it  wsis  an  evidence  of  the  deca- 
dence of  that  country.  He  referred  to  ancient 
history,  and,  although  he  did  not  go  into  par- 
ticulars, we  were  aware  of  what  he  referred 
to.  The  honourable  gentleman  wishes  us  to 
believe  that,  because  in  ancient  Bome  women 
were  allowed  great  latitude,  and  to  exercise 
great  power,  the  result  was  disastrous.  My 
reading  of  ancient  history  tells  me  diflerent. 
I  say  that  it  is  unfair  to  refer  to  ancient  his- 
tory, and  to  say  that,  because  of  the  evil  state 
of  things  that  prevailed  in  certain  cases  where 
the  women  were  allowed  great  latitude,  the 
eflect  will  be  the  same  here.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  the  granting  of  power  to  women,  I 
say,  is  an  evidence  of  civilisation.  I  say  it  is 
an  evidence  of  the  progress  and  the  civilisation 
of  this  colony,  and  we  are  certainly  leading 
Hon,  Mr,  McCuUough 


the  world  in  this  matter.  We  are  as  com- 
petent to  take  a  lead  in  matters  of  legislation 
as  any  other  nation  or  any  other  country  In 
the  world.  Our  people  are  a  well-educated 
people ;  taking  them  as  a  whole,  they  are  better 
educated,  perhaps,  than  any  other  people  in 
the  world.  At  any  rate,  I  say,  without  fear 
of  contradiction,  that  we  are  as  competent  as 
any  Parliament  or  body  of  men  in  any  part 
of  the  world  to  determine  what  are  just  and 
righteous  laws.  Therefore  I  do  not  think 
there  was  any  weight  in  the  argument  used 
by  the  last  speaker.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man also  carried  the  argument  rather  far  by 
asking,  Was  it  right  to  intrust  the  defence  of 
the  colony  to  the  women?  and,  if  women 
received  the  right  to  vote,  why  should  not  our 
Police  Force  be  recruited  from  the  women  of 
the  colony?  There  is  no  one— not  even  the 
most  advanced  advocate  of  women's  rights — 
who  would  claim  that  women  should  take  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  and  duties  of  men 
because  they  ask  for  the  right  to  vote.  Men 
and  women  have  distinctive  spheres  of  influ- 
ence in  this  world,  which  laws  will  not  over- 
ride. The  honourable  gentleman  also  stated 
that  women  would  not  go  to  the  polling-booth. 
Well,  do  all  men  go  to  the  polling-booth? 
A  good  many  of  them  are  carried  there, 
because  they  will  not  go.  I  say,  Sir,  that  if 
it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  many  men  are 
taken  there  they  would  not  exercise  their  privi- 
lege at  all.  And,  if  that  is  an  argument 
against  giving  the  women  the  vote,  why  not 
apply  it  to  the  men?  Under  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act  women  have  a  vote;  and  it 
has  never  been  said  that  they  should  be  pre- 
vented from  exercising  their  privileges  as 
voters,  or  that  their  votes  were  not  exercised 
rightly.  Quite  the  contrary  is  the  fact.  There- 
fore, 1  say  that  no  argument  I  have  heard  is 
in  any  way  in  opposition  to  the  extension  of 
the  franchise.  I  say  that  conferring  this 
power  on  women  is  evidence  of  progress.  It  is 
an  evidence  that  we  are  desirous  of  making  an 
experiment,  which,  I  think,  will  be  attended 
with  the  best  results.  If  the  race  is  to  pro- 
gress, I  think  this  is  a  Bill  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. It  gives  independence  to  women,  and 
places  them  in  a  position  to  exercise  influ- 
ence by  right  of  citizenship.  I  believe  it  will 
advance  the  welfare  of  the  race,  and  will  im- 
prove matters  for  the  coming  generations: 
it  will  improve  the  status  of  women  in  every 
way  you  like  to  look  at  it.  Therefore  it  will 
be  a  manifest  advantage;  and  I  believe  it  is  a 
step  towards  the  time  we  all  hope  is  coming, 
when  things  will  be  better — when  society  wUl 
not  be  in  the  state  it  is  in  now ;  when  women 
will  be  able  to  exercise  influence  to  break  down 
those  barriers  which  now  prevent  a  great  part 
of  the  race  from  ever  steppmg  out  of  the  lowest 
and  worst  positions  in  society — ^when  we  have 
the  very  rich,  and  we  have  the  very  poor, 
the  poor  representing  three-fourths  of  the  whole, 
and  the  rich  one-fourth,  or  even  a  greater  dis- 
proportion. If  ever  we  hope  to  see  the  realisa- 
tion of  the  dream  of  those  who  have  Uie  w^- 
fare  of  humanity  at  heart,  who  desire  to  see 
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Boeiety  pat  npon  a  difierent  footing  from  that 
on  which  it  rests  at  present — if  ever  that  day 
is  to  come  about,  then  the  extension  of  the 
franchise  to  women,  the  asking  them  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  upon  and  take  a  part  in  the 
legislation  of  the  land,  is  a  step  in  that,  direc- 
tion ;  and  therefore  it  is  a  very  desirable  and 
iNBcoming  step,  and  worthy  of  the  support  of 
all  men  who  nave  the  interests  of  the  race  at 
heart. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— Sir,  as  to 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  being  carried 
there  is  no  question ;  it  will  go  without  a  vote. 
And,  as  regards  the  Bill  generally,  probably 
the  only  desire  of  the  Council  will  be  to  see 
that  the  machinery  clauses  of  it  are  made  as 
perfect  as  possible.  But  there  are  one  or  two 
points  about  the  Bill  upon  which  there  rests 
with  this  Council  a  great  responsibility,  which, 
I  trust,  will  be  exercised  in  the  most  judicial 
and  calm  manner.  First,  as  regards  the  *'  one 
znan  one  vote,"  and  the  qualifications :  I  think, 
myself,  now  that  we  have  got  **  one  man  one 
vote,"  it  will  be  more  logical,  more  satisfactory 
on  the  whole,  that  there  should  be  only  one 
qualification,  and  that  the  residential  one.  It 
is  very  often  lost  sight  of  in  these  electoral 
questions  that  the  individual  is  a  very  small 
Victor  in  the  problem  which  is  being  worked 
out  at  an  election.  The  result  to  be  desired 
is  the  expressed  will  of  the  community,  and 
whether  the  individual  exercises  his  vote  on 
a  residential  or  a  property  qualification  is  very 
little  to  the  individual  but  a  great  deal  to  the 
community ;  and,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of 
principle,  now  we  have  got  '*  one  man  one  vote  '* 
and  '*  one  vote  one  roll,"  I  am  of  opinion  that 
^e  Bill  should  be  logical  in  its  entirety  and 
provide  for  only  one  qualification,  and  that 
the  residential  one.  That  is  a  matter,  per- 
haps, of  opinion,  but  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall 
get  to  that  some  day,  and  perhaps  it  need  not 
trouble  us  very  much  on  the  present  occasion. 
But  the  second  point  to  which  I  should  like  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  is  this :  the 
question  of  the  seamen's  vote  and  the  com- 
mercial travellers'  vote.  Now,'  I  quite  recog- 
nise. Sir,  that  the  desire  to  give  those  persons 
"vvho  are  necessarily  absent  at  elections  their 
due  opportunities  of  exercising  the  franchise 
is  entirely  laudable ;  but  why  exception  should 
be  made  in  the  interests  of  seamen  and  com- 
mercial travellers  is  what  I  cannot  understand. 
To  b^n  with,  I  think  the  Legislature  would 
be  perfectly  consistent  in  saying  that,  if  in- 
dividuals take  up  these  occupations,  which  re- 
quire their  absence  at  certain  times  from  their 
places  of  residence,  they  should  take  up  those 
occupations  with  Skll  the  attendant  disabilities. 
Bat  another  place  has  deliberately  taken  up 
»  different  position  and  said  that  in  certain 
exceptional  cases  we  shall  give  exceptional  ad- 
vantages; but  I,  for  one,  cannot  subscribe  to 
such  exceptional  legislation,  nor  assist  in  giving 
c»n8ideration  specially  for  the  advantage  of 
either  seamen  or  commercial  travellers.  There- 
fore, Sir,  I  shall  endeavour  to  improve  the 
measure  by  proposing  amendments  which  will 
give  eveiy  class  of  elector  who  happens  to  be 


absent  at  an  election  the  same  advantages.  I 
cannot  understand  why  the  experience  in  an- 
other colony  has  not  been  taken  into  considera- 
tion on  this  matter — the  experience  of  tho 
Colony  of  South  Australia.  Ever  since  the  year 
1890  there  has  been  an  Act  there  called  the 
Absent  Voters'  Electoral  Rights  Act,  which  has 
operated  so  satisfactorily  that,  although  it  was 
only  brought  in  for  a  specified  period,  they  are 
now  renewing  it,  with  amendments  suggested  by 
experience.  I  therefore  intend  to  move  in  Com- 
mittee— and  I  vrill  give  notice  of  my  amend- 
ment in  the  course  of  the  day — ^to  strike  out  the 
words  "seamen  and  commercial  travellers," 
and  insert  the  words  "  absent  voters,"  with  the 
other  consequential  amendments  resulting  from 
the  change  of  term.  That  will  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  every  person  in  the  community  who 
happens,  necessarily,  to  be  absent  from  his 
electorate  on  the  day  of  voting ;  and  I  would 
also  point  out  to  those  who  are  in  favour  of  the 
female  franchise  that,  if  the  ladies  cannot  get 
to  the  poll,  it  will  give  them  the  same  advan- 
tages as  the  men.  Why  should  commercial 
travellers  have  the  special  advantages  which 
the  measure  now  gives  them,  and  school-mis- 
tresses on  a  holiday  be  debarred  from  having  the 
same  ?  I  would  place  everybody,  as  far  as  I 
could,  on  the  same  footing ;  and  the  experience 
which  the  Colony  of  *  South  Australia  furnishes 
will  enable  the  Bill  to  be  put  on  a  much  more 
fair  and  satisfactory  footing  to  all  classes. 
Thirdly,  we  come  to  the  question  of  woman's 
franchise.  It  is  a  question,  of  course,  on  which 
everybody  has  made  up  his  mind,  probably,  so 
far  as  the  principle  goes.  Whether  all  will 
vote  on  that  conviction  or  not  I  cannot  say ; 
but,  still,  at  the  same  time.  Sir,  it  is  hardly 
worth  while  at  this  moment — when  the  ques- 
tion has  been  before  this  Council  on  previous 
occasions,  and  when  we  shall  have  another 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  principle  in- 
volved— for  me  to  say  much  as  to  the  prin- 
ciple involved  in  extending  the  franchise  to 
women.  I  simply  wish  to  state  my  own  posi- 
tion, and  what  I  consider  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
Council  on  the  present  occasion.  In  the  first 
place,  I  desire  to  say  that  on  every  occasion 
on  which  I  have  been  called  upon  to  vote 
in  Parliament  on  this  question  I  have  voted 
against  this  extension.  Whenever  I  have  been 
asked  on  any  public  platform  what  my  views 
were  on  this  question  I  have  given  them  in  the 
same  unhesitating  manner  against  it,  and  I 
have  seen  no  reason  yet  to  change  my  opinions. 
At  the  same  time,  Sir,  I  acknowledge  that 
this  Council  has  a  great  duty  and  a  great 
responsibility  placed  upon  it  on  the  present 
occasion.  It  has  to  sum  up  the  whole  question 
as  far  as  it  can,  and  give  a  judicial  opinion, 
not  so  much  upon  what  individual  opinions 
are  worth,  but  upon  what  the  effects  of  this 
change  will  be  on  the  future  of  the  country. 
I  say.  Sir,  the  Council  should  think  of  that, 
and  that  only.  Is  it  now  in  a  position  to  judge 
as  to  what  the  will  of  the  country  is?  Have 
we  anything  before  us  at  this  moment  which 
will  enable  us  to  say  that  the  counti^r  wants 
this  tremendous  leap  into — it  may  be  into  the 
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abyss  below;  it  may  be,  as  the  last  speaker 
said,  into  the  realms  of  bliss  above?  I  say 
we  have  not  that  yet  before  us,  and  mitil  we 
get  that  we  have  no  right,  as  a  revising  and 
judicial  branch  of  the  Legislature,  to  indorse 
any  such  action  as  is  now  proposed  by  this 
Bill  on  this  question.  We  have  got  before 
us,  of  course,  petitions  on  the  table — peti- 
tions running  into  many  thousands  of  signa- 
tures, but,  I  believe,  only  from  women.  I  shall 
go  presently  into  the  question  as  to  what  they 
are  worth.  I  ask,  where  are  the  men  of  the 
colony  on  this  occasion  ?  Why  are  the  men  of 
the  colony — the  men  who  have  borne  all  the 
burdens  on  their  shoulders  up  to  the  present 
time — not  represented  in  the  petitions  on  the 
table  of  this  chamber  ?  What  are  their  wishes 
on  this  question.  Silence,  in  some  cases,  is 
supposed  to  give  consent ;  but  I  maintain  that 
the  men  of  the  colony,  the  average  men  of  the 
colony,  treat  this  as  a  huge  joke,  and  do  not 
believe  there  is  anything  serious  in  it.  It  is, 
of  course,  urged  by  advocates  of  this  franchise 
that  it  has  been  passed  by  enormous  majorities 
in  another  branch  of  the  Legislature.  But  we 
must  remember  this  was  only  the  case  in  one 
Parliament.  I  remember  very  well  when  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  oarried  the  second  reading  of 
a  Bill  in  18B5,  I  think ;  but  what  happened 
to  it  in  Committee?  It  was  simply  laughed 
out  of  the  House.  But,  unfortunately,  some 
candidates  in  this  colony  have  got  a  habit  of 
looking  at  what  they  call  side-issues  in  a 
light-hearted  way.  When  they  are  on  the 
platform  they  are  asked,  Do  you  approve  of 
this,  do  you  approve  of  that,  and  do  you 
approve  of  the  other  thing  ?  Well,  if  it  is  not 
in  the  party  programme,  or  what  they  have 
made  up  their  minds  to  support— especially  if 
they  think  it  is  an  absurdity,  as  many  of  us 
thought  woman's  franchise  was  five  years  ago 
— many  of  them  say,  "  Well,  perhaps  it  will  get 
a  few  votes;  I'll  chance  it,"  and  they  consider 
themselves  pledged  to  it.  But  I  am  quite  sure 
of  this :  At  the  last  election,  three  years  ago,  I 
do  not  believe  any  constituency  in  the  whole 
oolony  thought  woman's  franchise  was  going 
to  be  made  an  immediate  question  in  practical 
politics.  What  has  been  the  history  of  the 
question  since?  The  chief  promoter  of  this 
measure  in  another  place  brought  the  question 
up,  and,  I  dare  say  to  his  great  surprise,  he 
found  he  had  a  majority  of  gentlemen  ready 
to  support  him,  and  it  was  carried.  Then, 
most  unfortunately,  the  late  Premier  of  the 
oolony  took  it  up,  and  placed  it  in  a  Govern- 
ment measure  the  next  session.  I  say.  Sir,  it 
was  most  unfortunate.  One  never  likes  to  say 
anything  reflecting  on  even  the  judgment  of 
a  dead  man,  whom  we  all  respected,  admired, 
and  whose  loss  we  all  regret;  but,  though  we 
shall  always  respect  his  memory,  we  must  be 
allowed  to  say  that,  as  far  as  the  tactical  part 
of  the  question  was  concerned,  it  was  a  great 
mistake.  In  the  first  place,  in  what  position 
did  it  place  his  then  colleagues?  In  what 
position  does  it  place  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  leads  this  Chamber,  and,  I  believe, 
the  majority  of  his  colleagues  ?  It  places  the 
Eon.  Mr.  W.  C,  Walker 


honourable  gentleman  leading  this  Chamber 
in  the  unfortunate  position  of  being  obliged  to 
recommend  a  proposal  in  which  he  does  not 
believe;  and  if  the  question  were  put  to  the 
Ministry  as  a  whole  we  should  find  that  pro- 
bably the  majority  were  against  it.  Not  that  I 
blame  individual  members  of  the  Ministry,  for  I 
say  it  was  an  error  of  judgment  on  the  part  of 
the  late  Premier  to  place  such  a  strain  upon 
the  opinions  of  his  colleagues,  and  also,  Sir, 
upon  the  opinions  of  his  party,  because,  just  a£ 
much  as  the  Ministry,  the  Government  party 
were  divided  on  the  question.  Just  as  the 
Ministry  was  divided  individually  on  the  ques- 
tion, so  is  the  party ;  and  therefore  in  stating 
my  opinions  on  this  question  I  am  not  breaking 
away  from  the  party.  I  am  simply  echoing 
the  opinions  of  one  and,  I  believe,  the  largest 
section  of  the  party,  who  are  at  heart,  I  believe, 
opposed  to  this  change. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  G.  WALKER.— Of  course,, 
every  person  is  entitled  to  his  own  opinion.  I 
have  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  party  during  the 
last  few  years,  and  I  believe  I  am  stating 
what  is  a  fact  when  I  say  that  the  Liberal 
party  as  a  whole  is  as  divided  on  this  question 
as  is  the  Ministry  individually.  I  say  it  was  a 
tactical  mistake — an  error  of  judgment — on  the 
part  of  the  late  Premier,  which  placed  the  party 
in  an  unfortunate  position, — his  having  taken 
up  this  question  as  a  party  measure.  It  also- 
prevents  the  Council  from  coming  to  a  direct 
issue  on  the  question,  because,  as  the  Hon.  Sir 
George  Whitmore  said,  if  we  had  this  provision 
brought  before  us  in  a  separate  measure  we 
could  settle  the  matter  on  its  merits.  As  it  is, 
the  Bill  is  before  us,  and  this  proposal  is  part 
of  it,  and  we  shall  have  to  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time,  and  it  will  then,  simply  be  a  ques- 
tion as  to  what  we  can  do  with  it  in  Committee. 
I  would  much  sooner  have  seen  a  question  of 
this  sort  fought  out  on  its  own  merits,  and 
quite  apart  from  the  protection  of  a  Ministry. 
I  believe  that  would  have  been  better  for  the 
country,  and  better  for  the  justice  of  the  case. 
I  have  been  endeavouring  to  show  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  country  is  certainly  not  at  one  on 
this  question,  and  certainly  the  Liberal  parfy^ 
and  certainly  the  Ministry  are  not,  if  they 
were  to  give  their  individual  opinions.  I  have 
referred  to  the  fact  that  the  men  of  the  country 
have  not  approached  this  Chamber  to  get  this 
extension  of  the  franchise.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  twenty-five  thousand,  or  even  thirty 
thousand,  women  who  have  approached  the 
Council  asking  to  have  conferred  upon  them 
this  psivilege.  Well,  how  have  these  signa> 
tures  been  collected?  We  all  know,  from 
our  experience,  that  signatures  to  petitions  are 
very  easily  obtained,  even  by  men ;  but  when 
these  petitions  go  sound  with  women  as  their 
advocates,  how  much  more  likely  is  it  that  the 
signatures  have  been  obtained  in  a  very  much 
more  doubtful  manner?  We  all  know  what 
a  pest  the  book-fiend  is  in  ordinary  life.  Per- 
haps honourable  gentlemen  may  have  noticed 
from  some  of  the  newspapers  that  in  certain 
I  localities  the  female  book-fiond  has  turned  up,. 
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and  she  has  proved  herself  to  he  a  sort  of  pest 
fio  much  superior  in  aggravation  to  the  male 
book-fiend  th^bt  absolutely  certain  offices  are 
obliged  to  put  up  notices  prohibiting  anything 
in  the  shape  of  a  petticoat  from  getting  into 
the  building.  I  believe,  Sir,  that  the  advocates 
of  this  women's  franchise  who  have  been  pro- 
moting these  petitions  have  been  getting  the 
signatures  in  such  a  way  sis  to  pr#vent  any 
weight  attaching  to  a  very  ls,rge  proportion 
of  the  signatures.  I  go  no  further  than  that. 
I  would  not  for  one  moment  say  that  persons 
whose  names  are  attached  are  not,  as  they 
are  represented  to  be,  over  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  but  still,  at  the  same  time,  I  say  that  peti- 
tions of  this  sort  must  be  taken  with  a  great 
deal  of  salt,  particularly  consideriug  the  way  in 
which  they  are  got  up,  and  also  considering 
that  there  are  no  petitions  from  men  in  sup- 
port of  them.  If  the  cause  were  one  which 
was  likely  to  prove  to  the  benefit  and  satisfac- 
tion of  the  people,  as  its  supporters  believe  and 
profess,  I  am  quite  sure  the  men  of  the  colony 
would  have  suoscribed  and  signed  petitions  in 
its  favour  as  well ;  and,  although  noisy  advo- 
cates are  to  be  found  within  these  sacred  pre- 
cincte,  the  country  is 'much  more  quiet  and 
much  less  Sigitated  about  this  matter  than  some 
people  would  make  us  believe.  At  the  same 
time,  I  know  great  disappointment  will  be  occa- 
sioned in  certain  directions  by  this  measure 
not  being  passed,  and  I  admit  that,  of  course, 
dissatisfaction  and  disappointment  will  be  felt 
by  certain  sections  of  the  community  who  hope 
a  great  deal,  and  hope  most  conscientiously, 
that  good  will  result  ^om  this  change  ;  but  at 
the  same  time  we  have  to  consider,  here  is  only 
possible  good — a  possible  good  is  all  the  advo- 
cates of  this  measure  can  promise  us — a  pos- 
sible good ;  and  against  that  we,  this  Council, 
have  got  to  weigh  well  into  what  evils  it  may 
precipitate  us,  to  what  depths  we  may  go  if  we 
pass  it.  If  ever  there  was  a  measure  over  which 
this  Council  should  pause,  and  wait  till  the 
deliberate  voice  of  the  country  speaks  in  its 
favour,  this  is  one.  It  has  never  been  seriously 
before  any  Parliament  except  this  one,  and 
therefore,  though  it  has  passed  the  Lower 
House  three  times  with  large  majorities,  I  say 
that  is  only  one  expression  of  opinion  from 
the  same  body,  though  expressed  three  times 
over.  It  is  only  the  expression  of  opinion  of 
one  House.  It  is  only  the  expression  of  a 
House  which  treated  it  as  a  side-issue;  and 
therefore  it  is  our  bounden  duty  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  to  determine  that  we  will  send  it 
back  to  the  people  and  ask  them  at  the  coming 
election  to  say  what  they  really  do  want.  I 
quite  recognise  that  our  duty  as  a  revising 
Chamber  is  not  always  to  insist  upon  our  own 
will  in  these  constitutional  changes,  and,  if  the 
will  of  the  people  is  cleeirly  conveyed  to  us  in 
sach  a  way  that  we  cannot  mistake  it,  I  for 
one  will  not  withstand  it.  But  I  urge  that, 
at  the  present  moment,  if  ever  there  was  cast 
upon  an  Upper  House  in  any  part  of  the  world 
a  duty,  plainly  and  clearly,  it  is  cast  upon  us. 
We  have  now  to  hang  this  up  until  the  people 
«ay  what  they  desire.   I  have  neard  some  mem- 


bers say,  in  conversing  on  this  matter,  that 
it  must  come  about  and  we  may  just  as  well 
take  it  now  as  later.  I  say  that  is  not  a  fair 
way  to  look  at  it,  and  that  it  is  simply  shufiling 
with  responsibility.  I  say  if  that  is  the  only 
reason  why  members  vote  for  this  thing, 
although  they  do  not  believe  in  it,  they 
ought  to  take  the  view  I  do,  and  say,  *'  Let 
the  people  speak  plainly  on  the  matter.*' 
But  simply  to  say,  "It  must  come,  therefore 
it  is  just  as  weU  to  take  it  now  as  later »" 
is,  I  think,  trifiing  with  a  very  serious  sub- 
ject. I  ask  every  honourable  member  who 
is  not  conscientiously  convinced  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  gained  by  this  extension  of 
the  franchise  to  treat  it  as  I  do,  and  say, 
**Let  it  be  held  over  until  the  people  speaJc 
plainly  on  the  subject."  It  is  an  experiment, 
everybody  must  admit :  even  its  advocates  say 
it  is  an  experiment;  but  they  believe  it  will 
be  one  for  good,  and  they  point  to  other  coun- 
tries ;  but  the  other  countries  which  took  it  up 
as  an  experiment  are  very  few,  and  they  are 
very  different  from  ours.  The  only  countries  in 
the  world  I  know  which  have  seriously  taken 
up  this  question  are  some  States  in  America. 
Well,  Sir,  government  in  the  States  of  America 
is  so  different  from  anything  we  can  conceive 
that  it  is  impossible  for  us  either  to  place  our- 
selves in  their  place  or  argue  from  them  to  us 
in  any  particular.  As  far  as  we  can  learn  of  the 
government  in  some  parts  of  the  United  States, 
we  can  quite  conceive  why,  in  desperation,  the 
men  are  fieeing  to  women,  or  anybody  else,  who 
would  govern  them  better  thsui  they  were  being 
governed  by  the  men.  Everything  connected 
with  government  had  sunk  so  low,  had  got  into 
the  hands  of  such  unscrupulous  schemers,  that 
decent  persons  absolutely  refused  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  government ;  and  I  am  not  at 
aU  astonished  that,  in  desperation,  these  places 
were  exceedingly  glad  to  get  strong-minded 
females,  or  anybody  else,  who  would  help  them 
out  of  the  difficulties  into  which  they  had  got — 
socially,  commercially,  judicially,  and  in  every 
relation  of  life.  There  was  not  a  fountain  from 
which  pure  water  ought  to  have  sprung  but 
was  polluted  by  the  touch  of  the  desperado,  the 
schemer,  and  the  adventurer.  Woman,  there- 
fore, possibly  may  have  been  asked  to  step  into 
the  breach,  and  she  may  have  done  her  work 
well.  But  to  argue  from  that  case  to  ours  is  a 
periectly  different  thing,  I  contend.  Our  best 
men  have  never  shown  themselves  averse  from 
taking  their  due  share  in  the  government  of 
the  colony  and  in  the  performance  of  civic 
duties.  Our  sense  of  public  duty  is  high,  has 
always  been  high.  We  have  been  fortunate  in 
having  in  this  colony  men  who  handed  dovm 
to  us  aJl  the  best  virtues  of  which  our  fore- 
fathers were  possessed,  and  by  which  we  hope 
to  hand  down  to  our  sons  an  unsullied  name. 
Therefore  there  is  no  occasion  for  us  to  take 
to  desperate  resources,  and  to  fortify  ourselves 
in  a  time  of  danger,  as  they  have  done  in 
America.  I  contend  that  the  circumstances 
in  America  present  an  absolutely  opposite  case, 
and  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  us  to  fiy  to 
such  an  experiment — for  everybody  must  admit 
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it  is  solely  an  experiment — which  is  jast  as 
likely,  to  put  it  milcHy,  to  he  for  bad  as  it  is  to 
be  for  good.  I  have  another  fault  to  find  with 
this  Bill  as  far  as  the  women  are  ooncemed. 
Granted  that  they  are  to  get  the  franchise, 
which  the  Bill  proposes  to  give  to  them ;  granted 
that  they  are  to  have  this  privilege  of  voting, 
to  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  men  so 
far  as  voting  is  concerned,  the  Bill  faUs  lament- 
ably short  of  what  it  ought  to  be.  It  pro- 
fesses to  give  women  equaJ  rights  with  men» 
and  yet  says  they  are  not  qualified  to  sit  in 
this  House.  Well,  I  say  that,  if  women  are 
equal  to  men  as  far  as  electoral  matters  are 
concerned,  if  they  are  to  have  the  privilege 
of  voting  on  equal  terms  with  men,  then  we 
have  no  right  to  say  they  are  not  fit  to  be 
nominated  as  members  of  this  Chamber  or 
to  be  elected  to  the  other  Chamber ;  and,  more 
than  that,  if  this  clause  is  passed,  and  equal 
privileges  are  given  to  women  with  men,  I 
say  they  must  have  equal  duties.  Every  line 
in  the  statute-book  which  makes  a  distinction 
between  **he"  and  **she"  must  be  repealed, 
and  women  must  be  prepared  to  share  equally 
with  men  the  severer  duties  which  are  placed 
upon  men.  For  instance,  I  think  they  should 
be  drawn  as  jurymen ;  they  must  absolutely 
share  every  duty  which  falls  upon  men  at  the 
present  time.  How  did  men  come  to  fulfil 
their  duties  as  colonists  ?  Simply  by  learning 
that  before  privilege  came  duty.  Duty  is  what 
has  brought  men  to  what  they  are  now,  and 
they  did  not  get  the  franchise  all  at  once,  as  it 
is  now  proposed  to  give  it  to  women,  but  gradu- 
ally, until  the  privilege  was  extended,  by  educa- 
tion and  experience,  to  what  it  is  now.  This  is 
a  proposal  to  ruin  the  franchise  at  one  blow,  on 
the  petition  of  thirty  thousand  women,  who 
have  never  done  one  day's  work  for  the  com- 
munity from  a  public  point  of  view ;  who  are 
absolutely  ignorant  of  the  ABO  of  duty  or 
responsibility  in  a  public  sense.  I  speak  of 
women  generally,  and  must;  here  dissent  from 
what  my  honourable  friend  Sir  George  Whit- 
more  said  upon  this  subject.  He  seemed  to 
think  that  the  women  of  the  towns  would  be 
a  dangerous  factor  if  they  were  enfranchised. 
I  say  they  will  not,  in  my  opinion.  Women 
in  the  towns,  especially  those  who  belong  to 
the  trade-tmions  and  other  trade  associations, 
will  probably  be  the  only  women  in  the  com- 
munity able  to  exercise  intelligently  the  privi- 
lege of  voting.  The  plea  I  have  to  urge  against 
the  general  enfranchisement  of  the  whole  sex 
is  that  they  have  not,  in  any  shape  or  form, 
been  wont  to  recognise  that  responsibility  and 
duty  which  citizens  ought  to  exercise  in  a  de- 
liberate and  judicial  way.  I  say  that,  if  this 
clause  is  passed,  they  must'be  enfranchised  not 
only  as  regards  voting  at  the  polling-booth,  but 
they  must  in  every  other  sense  be  made  equal 
to  men,  and  brought  to  learn  the  lesson  of  duty 
and  responsibility,  as  we  have  been  brought  to 
do  ourselves.  I  think  I  have  said  enough  to 
show  how  I  shall  vote  on  this  occasion.  All 
I  desire  to  say  is,  that  I  feel  that  this  is  a  very 
responsible  occasion  for  every  member  of  this 
Council,  and  I  trust  that  the  Council  will  treat 
Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker 


it  in  the  most  judicial  way,  and,  consideiin^ 
all  the  facts  of  the  case,  treat  it  as  a  question 
which  fairly  ought  to  be  remitted  to  the  con- 
stituencies for  their  opinion  at  the  general 
election. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— Sir,  as  I  am 
not  a  party  man,  never  was  a  party  man,  and 
am  never  likely  to  be  a  party  man,  I  shall  not 
look  on  this  Bill  with  party  spectacles,  or  say 
or  think  anything  as  to  what  party  it  will  most 
affect,  or  anything  else.  I  do  not  agree  with 
all  that  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore  has 
said,  but  I  agree  with  him  certainly  in  one 
thing.  I  object  to  seeing  this  colony  made  the 
subject  of  this  experiment.  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  be  so  ready  to  push  ourselves 
forward  and  to  take  the  lead  in  instructing 
the  world.  Last  year  we  went  so  far  as  to 
advise  the  Emperor  of  Russia  as  to  how  he 
should  govern  a  portion  of  his  subjects,  and 
very  nicely  we  got  snubbed  for  our  pains,  and 
I  was  very  glad  to  see  it.  Now  we  wadt  to 
take  the  lead  again,  and  enfranchise  women. 
We  want,  in  fact,  to  go  as  fast  as  America,  and 
on  this  question  I  am  rather  nervous  about 
attempting  to  go  as  fast  as  America.  I  sJwayB 
thought  America  was,' par  excellence,  the  land 
of  women,  the  land  where  women  have  more 
power,  more  infiuenoe,  politically  and  socially, 
and  in  every  other  way.  Now  we  want  to  do 
as  America  has  done,  and  give  a  Vote  to  the 
women.  This  plan  has  only  been  tried  in  one 
State— the  State  of  Wyoming.  It  has  been  In 
force  there  twenty-four  years;  and  what  sorfc 
of  people  are  the  people  of  Wyoming  ?  A  most 
lawless  set.  The  people  there  are  said  to  be 
just  as  savage  as  red  men.  Their  skins  may 
be  white,  certainly,  but  it  takes  something  else 
than  white  skins  to  make  a  difference  between 
a  civilised  man  and  a  savage.  Possibly  the 
women  in  Wyoming  are  more  civilised  than  the 
men,  and,  if  that  is  so,  perhaps  it  is  well  they 
should  govern  the  country  there.  As  for  thst 
heap  of  petitions  there,  which  is  something  in 
the  shape  of  a  cheese,  I  have  not  the  slightest 
respect  for  it.  If  it  was  large  enough  to  reach 
to  the  top  of  the  ceiling  I  should  have  very 
little  more  respect  for  it.  Now,  I  think  the 
greater  the  number  of  signatures  to  a  petition 
the  greater  the  humbug.  I  am  old  enough  to 
remember  the  Chartist  petitions  that  were  sent 
in  in  1848,  signed  by,  I  think,  over  two  million 
people,  and  among  the  names  appeared  the 
name  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  Most  of 
the  petitions  before  us  seem  to  have  come 
from  the  South,  and  especially  from  Dunedin. 
I  dare  say  the  Dunedin  people  are  very  fine 
people.  Scotch  people  have  very  fine  quiJities* 
At  the  same  time,  they  stand  very  much 
in  awe  of  the  "meenister,"  and  even  of  the 
shadow  of  the  **  meenister."  I  should  like  to 
know  what  share  of  meenisterial  infiuenoe  there 
has  been  in  getting  up  these  petitions.  I  am 
told  there  are  a  great  many  names  bearing  the 
same  initials  in  these  petitions.  I  hope  all 
the  signatures  are  genuine,  I  am  sure.  Bat, 
even  supposing  them  to  be  all  genuine,  we  wfll 
say  only  one -seventh  of  the  women  in  the 
colony  have  signed.  Well,  I  do  not  call  that  an 
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overwhelming  majority.  The  majority  of  these 
Bignatores  oome  mostly  from  the  Soath,  and 
mostly  from  Dmiedin.  As  to  the  clerioal  in- 
flnenoe,  we  know  that  it  has  always  heen 
ezeroised,  from  the  very  earliest  times  in  the 
gOYemment  of  the  world,  through  women,  and 
I  suppose  it  will  always  be  so  to  the  end  of  time. 
I  am  one  of  those  old-fashioned  people  who 
believe  in  the  story  of  the  fall  of  man— the  fall 
of  the  human  race.  In  that  case  the  devil  did 
not  tempt  the  man ;  he  knew  better  than  to  do 
that:  he  knew  he  had  only  to  secure  the 
woman,  and  he  had  got  the  man  safe  enough. 
Priests  and  other  persons  follow  on  the  same 
lines:  they  know  they  have  only  to  make 
sure  of  the  ladies  and  they  have  got  the 
gentlemen  safe  enough.  Of  course,  the  women 
who  are  calling  out  for  the  franchise,  and  for 
the  other  thing  which  is  to  follow  by-and-by, 
are  not  all  under  clerical  influence;  we  must 
make  some  allowance  for  the  theosophists, 
and  all  the  other  phists,  and  for  the  pecu- 
liar influence  on  the  subject  of  th^  tenets 
promulgated  by  these  people.  Many  of  them 
write  M.A.  and  B.A.  after  their  names.  With 
regard  to  the  writing  of  M.A.  and  B.A.  after 
ladies'  names,  the  Hon.  Mr.  McGullough  points 
to  that  as  an  example  of  what  a  woman  is 
capable  of  ;  but  what  does  it  prove  ?  It  merely 
proves  that  a  woman  is  capable  of  as  much 
cram  as  a  man.  But  does  it  prove  that  women 
can  originate  anything  ?  I  say,  with  all  respect 
to  the  female  brain,  it  is  as  strong  as  the  male 
brain  on  some  questions,  but  it  is  not  the  same 
kind  of  brain.  It  is  not  the  brain  to  originate. 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  female  Shakespeare,  or  a 
female  Raphael,  or  a  female  Mozart.  Even  in 
music  women  can  do  nothing  whatever,  and  you 
would  have  thought  music  was  a  subject  spe- 
cially suited  for  females ;  but  they  have  never 
excelled  in  it.  And  I  say,  as  a  legislator  woman 
would  be  a  failure,  for,  if  you  are  to  grant  woman 
storage,  how  are  you  going  to  prevent  women 
by-and-by  from  occupying  seats  in  this  Chamber 
or  in  the  other  Chamber  ?  You  could  not  logi- 
cally do  so^  and  you  could  not  justly  do  so.  I 
should  not  feel  justifled  at  all  in  voting  against  a 
woman  as  a  Legislative  Councillor  or  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  if  once  the 
franchise  had  been  given  to  her,  for  whoever  is 
flt  to  exercise  a  vote  for  a  member  has  an  equal 
right  to  be  eligible  for  a  seat  as  a  member. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McCulIough  talked  about  the 
deplorable  state  of  society  out  of  which  woman 
was  to  raise  us.  Surely  he  is  paying  a  very 
poor  compliment  to  women.  If  society  is  in 
such  a  deplorable  state,  where  has  been  the 
female  influence  aH  this  time  ?  If  society  is  in 
such  a  bad  state,  surely  woman  has  something 
to  do  with  allowing  it  to  fall  into  that  state. 
As  for  this  being  a  Conservative  measure,  that 
18  a  mere  surmise.  My  opinion  is  that  it  is  a 
leap  in  the  dark,  if  ever  there  was  such  a  thing 
in  the  world.  We  do  not  know  what  the  result 
may  be.  I  do  not  know  that  it  will  be  for  good, 
myself,  and  I  cannot  say  for  certain  it  will 
turn  out  badly,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  say 
the  result  will  be  in'  a  Conservative  direction, 
or  that  it  will  be  instructive.   How  is  it  that 


we  hear  no  outcry  in  other  countries  for  this 
*sort  of  thing  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have 
no  sense  of  the  ridiculous.  There  are  strong- 
minded  women  in  France,  but  they  do  not 
cry  out  for  the  franchise  or  to  sit  as  legisla- 
tors ;  neither  do  women  in  Germany,  or  in  any 
other  country  in  the  world.  Why  is  this  little 
colony  to  take  the  lead  and  to  show  the  world 
what  the  colony  can  do  ?  Are  the  women  of 
other  countries  inferior  to  the  women  of  New 
Zealand  ?  The  Hon.  Mr.  McCulIough  seemed 
to  think  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore  put  an 
extreme  case  in  talking  about  women  being  put 
into  the  Police  Force ;  but  is  that  honourable 
gentleman  aware  that  only  a  few  days  ago  there 
appeared  in  one  of  the  papers  a  notice  that 
some  ladies  in  England  were  ^discussing  the 
propriecy  of  forming  themselves  into  a  rifle 
volunteer  corps?  That  is  not  a  bit  more  ridicu- 
lous than  putting  women  in  the  Police  Force. 
I  shall  vote  against  this  clause,  and  against 
female  suflrage  in  any  form  or  shape,  because 
I  am  quite  certain  that  the  majority  of  the 
women  of  the  colony  do  not  want  it.  I  can 
truly  say  that  I  never  met  a  woman  of  any 
class  who  ever  expressed  a  wish  to  exercise  the 
franchise.  I  have  heard  many  ridicule  the 
goings-on  in  Parliament  here,  but  I  have  never 
heard  them  say  they  thought  if  they  were  in 
Parliament  they  could  do  any  better.  It  is  out 
of  respect  to  women  that  I  shall  vote  against 
this.  It  is  not  woman's  province,  and  I  think 
if  it  became  law  it  would  be  introducing  a  very 
dangerous  element,  which  might  be  destructive 
of  the  peace  of  the  whole  colony.  An  honour- 
able gentleman  entreated  us  yesterday  not  to 
interfere  with  the  marriage-law  as  it  stands. 
Let  us  apply  his  advice  to  this  law,  and  not 
interfere  wiw  the  unwritten  law  of  the  people. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— Sir,  in  deal- 
ing with  the  Bill  in  question,  I  must  say  that, 
although  I  am  in  favour  of  it  as  a  whole,  yet 
I  think  there  are  one  or  two  blots  in  it,  and 
in  one  or  two  remarks  I  should  like  to  point 
out  where  those  blots  occur.  In  the  first  place, 
I  think  in  the  matter  of  qualification  there  is 
certainly  a  blot.  I  cannot  see  that  any  reason- 
able or  just  excuse  can  be  given  for  conferring 
the  electoral  right  in  any  other  way  than  by 
residential  qualification.  I  cannot  see  that 
leasehold  or  freehold  qualification  is  just  or 
reasonable ;  therefore  I  think  it  is  a  blot.  The 
next  is  as  regards  electoral  rights.  Well,  I  will 
not  go  so  far  as  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore 
has  gone  regarding  electoral  rights,  either  as 
regards  women  or  those  who  may  be  absent 
from  home  at  the  time  of  an  election.  I  do 
think  that  if  electoral  rights  are  to  be  conferred 
at  all  they  should  not  be  confined  to  seamen 
and  commercial  travellers.  I  think  that  those 
classes  of  men  who  are  accustomed  to  go  into 
the  country  and  work— the  shearers  and  the 
harvesters— should  be  given  the  same  right  as 
seamen  and  commercial  travellers ;  and,  Sir,  I 
intend  when  the  Bill  is  in  Gonmiittee  to  move 
in  that  direction.  I  shall  not  go  so  far  as  to 
propose  too  great  an  alteration,  as  it  might 
tend  to  kill  the  Bill.  It  wsis  the  provisions 
for  electoral  rights  for  women  that  were  put 
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in  the  Bill  that  killed  the  Bill  last  year. 
There  is  another  point  which  I  wish  to  see 
rectified  in  the  Bill,  and  that  is  the  time  of 
closing  of  the  polls.  The  clause  says  the  polls 
shall  close  at  six  o'clock,  but  that  in  certain 
districts  mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  the  Bill 
the  polls  shall  be  open  till  seven.  I  know  from 
personal  experience  that  six  o'clock  is  not  late 
enough  for  men  to  record  their  votes,  and  if  we 
keep  the  polls  open  simply  in  these  districts 
mentioned  in  the  schedule,  and  close  the  others 
at  six  o'clock,  it  will  certainly  disfranchise  a 
great  number  of  people.  I  know  perfectly  well 
there  are  a  number  of  men  who  are  working  in 
the  City  of  Wellington,  but  who  are  residing 
in  the  Hutt  District,  which  is  in  the  suburbs 
of  Wellington.  Now,  it  is  quite  impossible 
for  men  working  in  offices  and  warehouses  in 
Wellington  until  six  o'clock  to  reach  the  poll 
and  record  their  votes  if  the  poll  closes  at  six 
o'clock  at  the  Hutt.  And  it  is  the  same  in  the 
other  centres.  The  Government,  in  another 
place,  have  rectified  it  to  a  certain  extent  in 
the  schedule  in  the  case  of  some  districts,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  goes  far  enough.  In  Com- 
mittee I  shall  move  that  the  whole  of  the 
polls  shall  remain  open  until  ■  seven  o'clock. 
That  will  mean  no  hardship  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts ;  it  will  simply  keep  the  Returning  Officers 
an  hour  later,  and  I  am  sure  that  little  incon- 
venience will  be  compensated  for  by  the  num- 
ber of  farm-servants  and  others  who  will  be 
able  to  vote  before  the  poll  closes,  between  six 
and  seven  o'clock.  Now  a  few  words  with  re- 
gard to  the  great  question  which  crops  up  in 
the  Bill,  in  case  honourable  members  should 
forget  it  is  in  the  Bill — that  is,  the  women's 
franchise.  We  have  had  to-day  one  or  two  ob- 
jections offered  by  the  opponents  of  the  Bill, 
but  I  do  not  think  any  great  weight  can  be 
attached  to  the  reasons  given.  The  one  given 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Walker  is  really  no  reason. 
He  admits  that  thirty  thousand  women  have 
asked  for  the  franchise,  but  he  asks,  *'  Where  are 
the  men?  Why  have  they  not  asked  that 
this  power  be  given  to  the  women?"  But  is 
it  a  reason,  because  men  have  not  asked 
that  women  should  have  the  franchise,  that 
they  should  not  be  given  the  franchise  ?  The 
men  have  it  already ;  it  is  the  women  that  ask 
for  it  now.  It  is  the  same  argument  that  was 
used  when  manhood  suffrage  was  introduced, 
and  that  will  be  seen  from  Hansard.  Man- 
hood suffrage  was  not  asked  for  as  this  has 
been.  There  was  no  petition  whatever,  and  yet 
it  was  granted ;  and  I  dare  say  if  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Walker  had  been  in  his  place  then  he  would 
have  been  among  those  who  voted  for  that 
principle.  Now,  although  he  admits  that  thirty 
thousand  women  have  asked  for  the  franchise, 
because  the  men  have  not  asked  that  the 
women  should  have  it,  he  does  not  think  they 
ought  to  get  it.  Then,  there  was  a  reason 
given  by  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore,  and 
it  is  rather  an  amusing  reason.  He  seems  to 
think  the  franchise  should  not  be  conferred  on 
women  for  one  reason,  and  that  is,  because 
some  woman  he  has  been  driving  with  has 
been  accustomed  to  clutch  hold  of  the  reins. 
Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson 


1  do  not  know  that  that  is  any  particular  : 
son  why  women  should  not  have  the  franchise. 
It  might  indicate  that  we  should  not  have  so 
many  accidents  if  the  women  had  the  reins.  I 
am  quite  prepared  to  give  women  part  of  the 
control  of  the  horses  and  chariot  of  legislation. 
There  is  another  argument  that  is  often  ad- 
vanced against  giving  this  franchise  to  women, 
and  that  is,  the  fear  that  it  would  degrade 
woman. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— Well,  Sir,  it  is 
difficult  to  see  where  the  degradation  will  come 
in,  if  women  are  asked  to  record  their  votes  for 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I 
only  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  who  says 
**  Hear,  hear  "  will  be  able  to  show  where  the 
degradation  comes  in.  I  fail  to  see  where 
there  is  any  degradation  in  asking  a  woman  to 
vote  as  to  who  shall  be  the  people  to  make  the 
laws  for  the  government  of  the  country  and 
the  guidance  of  their  children!  Is  it  degrading 
to  ask  a  woman  to  accompany  her  husband  to 
the  polls  to  record  her  vote  ?  Is  it  degrading 
to  a  tailoress  that  she  should  have  some  power 
in  amending  factory -laws?  Sir,  there  is  no 
degradation.  As  to  the  imaginary  danger 
from  giving  woman  a  vote,  I  cannot  see  where 
there  is  any  danger  attached  to  such  a  course. 
A  vote  is  given  to  women  even  now.  Women 
who  hold  property  have  a  right  to  record 
their  votes  at  some  elections,  though  I  fail 
to  see  8bny  difference  between  a  woman  who 
holds  property  and  one  who  does  not,  and  I  am 
quite  sure  there  should  be  no  distinction  made 
between  a  woman  who  holds  property  and  one 
who  does  not.  There  is  no  danger  to  be  feared 
from  this  extension  of  the  franchise.  It  is 
quite  the  other  way :  the  safety  of  the  country 
almost  hangs  upon  it,  in  my  opinion.  It  has 
also  been  said  that  the  women  do  not  want  it ; 
and  we  find  the  Hon.  Mr.  Scotland  saying  that 
he  does  not  attach  any  weight  to  that  roll — or 
cheese,  as  he  called  it — of  petitions  in  favour  of 
woman's  su£fra.ge.  Does  he  suppose  that  every 
one  of  those  women,  those  thirty  thousand 
women,  in  this  colony  would  go  and  put  down 
her  name  there  without  knowing  what  she 
was  asking  for  ?  Does  he  think  that  all  those 
women  would  bo  so  simple-minded  as  to  go  and 
put  their  names  down  on  paper  for  something 
they  did  not  want?  Such  an  argument  is 
simply  ludicrous;  and.  Sir,  it  is  absolutely 
imtrue  to  say  that  this  petition  is  made  up  of 
bogus  names. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Look  at  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— Yes,  I  see  it ; 
and  there  are  no  bogus  names  there.  It  is 
made  up  of  sincere  deep-thinking  women,  who 
are  quite  prepared  to  use  their  votes  whenever 
they  get  the  right  to  do  so.  Then,  we  have 
this  reason  adduced  :  Because  women  have  not 
asked  for  and  do  not  want  this,  they  will  not 
vote.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  requires  vety 
much  argument  to  prove  that  they  will  vote; 
and  I  will  just  read  an  extract  from  the  North 
American  Review  to  show  that  women  will 
exercise  the  franchise  when  they  get  it.  It 
relates  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  where 
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the  fzanohise  was  conferred  on  the  women  in 
connection  with  the  School  Gommittees.  It 
aaye.— 

"  Belore  the  day  of  election  of  a  School  Com- 
mittee in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  although 
the  time  was  short,  twenty -six  thousand 
women  had  qualified  votes,  and,  of  these,  nine- 
teen thousand  went  to  the  polls  and  cast  their 
ballots,  in  such  inclemency  of  weather  as  kept 
bests  of  men  ofi  the  streets.  They  revolu- 
tionised the  School  Committee,  and  aroused  a 
public  spirit  that  forbade  the  manipulation  of 
the  common  schools  in  the  interests  of  any 
sect." 

I  think  that  completely  disproves  the  asser- 
tion that  womien  would  not  vote  if  they  got 
the  franchise.  Then,  we  have  had  another 
argument  put  forward  in  this  Chamber  several 
times:  that,  if  we  conferred  the  franchise 
on  women,  they  should  not  be  allowed  to 
exercise  it  at  once—  that  it  should  be  de- 
ferred until  after  the  next  general  election. 
I  think,  if  it  would  be  just  to  confer  the  privi- 
lege then,  it  would  be  just  to  confer  it  now ;  and 
therefore.  Sir,  I  contend  that  the  vote  should 
be  given  at  once.  I  cannot  see  any  reason  or 
justice  in  the  arguments  adduced  for  delaying 
to  confer  this  right,  because  if  it  will  be  lust  to 
give  it  three  years  hence  it  is  just  8Uid  right 
to  do  so  now.  I  should  like  to  draw  attention 
to  the  few  remarks  that  passed  in  another  place 
regarding  the  "  twelve  apostles  "  that  came  to 
this  Chamber  lately.  We  were  told  that  our 
duty  was  to  come  here  and  to  vote  for  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  and  that  that  was 
the  only  reason  why  we  are  here.  Now,  what 
preposterous  nonsense.  Have  our  actions  since 
we  have  been  here  given  colour  to  such  a  view  ? 
Nothing  of  the  sort.  We  have  voted  against 
those  measures  that  we  did  not  think  good 
measures,  and  shall  do  so  again :  and  we  find 
that  some  intend  to  vote  against  this  measure. 
I  was  pained  to  find  that  a  very  personal 
allusion  was  made  to  my  honourable  friend 
who  sits  by  me  in  regard  to  this  duty  laid 
down.  I  should  just  like  to  ask  that  old  man 
from  Dunedin  who  made  the  allusion  what  he 
was  sent  into  the  House  for.  Why,  Sir,  for  his 
blind  allegiance. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbeb.— Order. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  honourable 
gentleman  must  not  say  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKIN  SON.— Then  I  will 
simply  say,  Sir,  that  the  remarks  made  by  some 
honourable  members  in  the  other  place  were 
in  very  bad  taste  indeed.  There  was  another 
reason  adduced  by  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whit- 
more — and  other  members  have  also  urged  it — 
namely,  that  the  views  of  the  people  should 
be  taJcen  in  this  matter  before  we  decide. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— The  Hon.  Mr. 
Shrimski  also  says,  "  Hear,  hear."  I  do  not 
think  that  this  question  of  the  woman's  fran- 
chise is  a  very  new  thing.  I  am  comparatively 
a  very  young  man,  but  I  remember  it  was 
spoken  of  many  years  ago ;  and  surely  within 
the  last  ten  years  the  men  of  the  colony  and 
the  women  of  the  colony  have  had  sufloient 


knowledge  of  the  matter  to  say  whether  they 
will  vote  for  the  woman's  franchise  or  not :  and 
they  have  more  than  once  affirmed  it.  I  fail 
to  see  why  we  in  this  Chamber  should  refer 
this  matter  to  the  country.  I  should  be  very 
sorry  indeed  to  take  my  seat  in  this  Chamber 
if  I  had  to  be  bound  down  to  refer  matters 
again  and  again  to  the  country.  Our  place  is 
rather  to  come  here  and  to  show  the  way  to 
the  country.  We  are  sent  here  to  lead  the 
people,  rather  than  to  be  led,  and  I,  for  one, 
woi&d  never  sit  here  and  allow  a  question  to 
go  past  simply  for  the  reason  that  we  must 
agam  have  the  voice  of  the  country.  There 
is  no  need  to  call  us  together  at  sJl  if  such 
a  course  is  to' be  taken.  Rather  let  a  ceneral 
phSbiseite  of  the  country  be  taken,  and  let  the 
Clerk  come  here,  or,  if  the  votes  were  taken  in 
any  other  way,  let  him  simply  count  the  votes, 
and  then  the  matter  would  become  law.  The 
argument  that  the  voice  of  the  country  is  again 
wanted  before  we  pass  this  measure  will  not 
hold  water.  Mr.  Gladstone  said  thirty  years 
ago  that  the  duty  of  statesmen  was  to  lead  the 
people,  not  to  be  led  by  them ;  and  in  this  pro- 
gressive age  surely  we  will  not  take  a  backward 
step  I  I  say  that  there  is  no  need  for  this 
matter  to  go  back  to  the  country  again,  simply 
because  we  do  not  know  our  own  minds.  Now 
for  the  reason  adduced  that  it  is  not  a  popular 
measure.  I  think  this  reason  is  the  opponents' 
only  one.  Those  who  support  the  Conservative 
party  think  that  the  vote  of  the  women  would 
wreck  their  party.  The  same  reason  has  also 
been  given  by  the  supporters  of  the  Liberal 
party.  I  would  simply  say,  Sir,  that,  so  far 
as  regards  any  party,  I  do  not  care  one  rush 
what  party  it  wrecks,  so  long  as  the  women 
have  votes,  because  I  am  quite  satisfied  in  my 
own  mind  that  by  giving  a  vote  to  them 
you  will  launch  a  new  party  upon  the  sea  of 
politics,  and  that  party  will  be  a  right  party. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  proposal,  and  shall  support 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— Sir,  I  was  very 
glad  to  hear  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  that  he  considers  that  the  new 
members  who  joined  us  this  session  are  not 
going  to  be  bound  by  party  ties  in  any  votes 
that  they  may  give  in  this  House.  I  am 
glad  to  Imow  that  they  recognise  that  we  all 
are  here  to  give  an  independent  vote  according 
to  our  convictions,  and  not  upon  any  party 
grounds.  Sir,  the  greater  part  of  this  Bill 
deals  with  electoral  machinery,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  are  in  it  any  matters,  considering 
the  position  of  the  law  now,  that  are  urgent 
except  the  one  question  that  is  dealt  with  by 
three  words  in  the  interpretation  clause  of  the 
Bill.  The  Bill  must  necessarily  go  to  a  second 
reading.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt 
about  that,  and,  every  question,  greater  small, 
in  the  Bill  must  be  dealt  with  separately, 
and  be  voted  upon  separately  and  distinctly ; 
but  there  are  several  questions  which  must 
necessarily  be  considered,  and  which  ought 
to  be  discussed,  on  the  second  reading.  I  do 
not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council 
at  any  length  upon  these  questions,  but  there 
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are  one  or  two  which  mast  be  noticed  before 
we  deal  with  the  main  issue.  One  which  is 
really  of  great  interest  to  the  country,  and 
which  I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to,  is 
this:  The  6th  section  contains  a  provision 
giving  the  right  of  a  freehold  qualification, 
while  at  the  same  time,  in  a  subsequent  clause 
of  the  same  section,  it  is  provided  that  no 
person  may  be  registered  in  more  than  one  dis- 
trict. Surely  it  is  absurd— I  am  not  going  into 
the  question  now  of  freehold  or  leasehold  quali- 
fications, or  any  other — that  by  one  clause  we 
gretend  to  give  the  right  of  voting  on  a  free- 
old  qualification,  and  by  another  clause  im- 
mediately succeeding  we  take  it  away.  That 
is,  practically,  the  efiect  of  the  two  clauses. 
Witn  regard  to  the  leasehold  clause  which  was 
said  to  have  been  added  to  this  Bill,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary  to  refer  to  it,  because 
the  words  which  appear  in  the  interpretation 
of  the  Bill  are  not  operative.  With  regard  to 
the  freehold  qualification,  it  is  provided  here 
that  any  one  who  has  property  in  an  electoral 
district  can  put  his  name  down  there,  and  can 
vote  in  that  district.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
provided  that  a  man  who  has  a  residential 
qualification  and  has  put  his  name  down  has  a 
vote  in  the  district  in  which  he  resides.  But 
it  is  provided  also  that  a  man  can  only  put  his 
name  upon  one  roll.  I  ask,  what  difference 
can  it  make  to  a  man  whether  his  name  is 
down  as  a  freeholder  or  a  resident  in  any  one 
district?  None  whatever.  The  only  advan- 
tage he  could  have  by  getting  his  name  down 
as  a  freeholder  in  any  district  would  be  this: 
If  he  lived  in  one  district  and  possessed  pro- 
perty in  another,  he  might  have  the  choice  of 
exercising  his  vote  in  the  district  in  which 
he  lived  or  iji  the  district  in  which  he  had 
the  property,  so  that,  if  at  election  -  time  an 
elector  might  be  in  another  district,  in  which 
he  had  property,  he  might  vote  there  in- 
stead of  in  the  district  in  which  he  generally 
lived.  This  clause  in  the  Bill  which  says  that 
a  man  is  only  to  have  his  name  down  on  one 
roll  in  the  country  practically  takes  away  any 
possible  privilege  that  is  left  to  a  freeholder 
oy  the  preceding  clause.  Well,  Sir,  there  is 
another  provision  which  I  should  like  to  allude 
to— that  is,  the  provision  in  Part  III.  of  the 
Bill  which  deals  with  the  rights  given  to 
commercial  travellers  and  seamen.  Now,  all 
the  difficulty  and  ambiguity  that  there  are 
in  this  matter,  and  all  the  trouble  brought 
upon  the  Government  and  upon  the  Legis- 
lature, arise  entirely  because  the  question 
of  electoral  rights  has  not  been  faced  as  a 
question  in  itself.  There  is  no  reason  what- 
ever why  electoral  rights  should  not  be  taken 
out  by  every  voter.  That  should  be  the  only 
ground  upon  which  they  should  tender  their 
votes.  It  has  been  found,  practically,  that  that 
system  does  away  with  all  personation  and 
corruption.  I  am  going  to  read  to  the  Council 
a  letter  which  has  been  put  into  mv  hands, 
which  will  show  honourable  members  the 
trouble  the  Grovemment  have  got  into,  and  the 
suspicion  they  have  to  face,  through  not  making 
up  their  minds  to  deal  generally  with  this 
Hon,  Mr.  Boioen 


question  of  electoral  eights.  This  is  a  lettee 
put  into  my  hands  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
man in  another  place,  the  honourable  member 
for  Ashburton,  and  addressed  to  him  by  thd 
Ashburton  Liberal  Association : — 

**  Ashburton  Liberal  Association, 
"  16th  August,  1893. 
"Deab  Sib,  —  In  view  of  the  reported  re- 
marks of  the  Hon.  the  Premier  on  the  Elec- 
toral Bill,  this  Gonunittee  unanimously  adopted 
the  following  resolution :  *  That  this  association 
has  no  confidence  in  the  Liberalism  which  dis- 
tinguishes between  the  intelligence  and  property 
of  commercial  travellers  and  that  of  shearers.* 
"Aepbed  a.  Gabsok,  Hon.  Sec." 

Well,  Sir,  that  shows,  as  I  said  before,  the 
position  the  Qovernment  are  put  in  by  not 
facing  that  question,  which,  I  am  sure,  would 
be  interesting,  and  would  be  taken  up  by  the 
Legislature  generally— namely,  a  general  siys- 
tem  of  voting  on  electoral  rights.  But  &e 
question  that  really  overshadows  all  others  in 
tne  Bill  before  us  is  that  of  the  woman's 
franchise,  and  that  is  a  question  which,  I 
think,  ought  to  be  decided  without  any  side- 
issues  or  subterfuges — **  Yes  "  or  "  No  " — by 
the  Legislature.  The  whole  question  has  been 
brought  before  the  people  of  New  Zealand  to 
a  great  extent,  and  not  on  its  merits,  but 
in  order  to  further  the  interests  of  an  agita- 
tion on  a  different  subject  altogether.  It  is 
one  of  the  dangers  of  modem  legislation  that 
there  ^s  a  tendency  to  enact  general  laws  in 
order  to  meet  local  or  temporary  difficulties, 
and,  worst  of  all,  in  order  to  meet  some  press- 
ing demand,  to  sacrifice  every  interest  that 
comes  in  the  way.  That  is  a  result  of  a  gre|at 
deal  of  what  is  called  '*  experimental  legis- 
lation." But  surely  we  ought  to  draw  the  line 
somewhere.  We  ought  to  hesitate  when  we 
are  asked  to  revolutionise  society  in  a  sense 
opposed  to  the  belief,  to  the  experience,  of  men 
and  women  in  every  age  and  m  every  country 
in  the  world.  I  do  not  think  the.  advocates  A 
this  measure  realise  the  momentous  issues  that 
are  at  stake,  for,  if  they  did,  it  is  charitable 
to  suppose  that  they  would  not  press  the  Bill 
forward  for  the  sake  of  gaining  votes  or  to  nro- 
mote  some  special  agitation,  however  good  they 
may  esteem  the  cause.  This  is,  as  a  theoretici^ 
question,  a  very  old  one.  It  is  a  great  deal 
older  than  many  honourable  gentlemen  sup- 
pose. More  than  two  thousand  years  ago  it 
was  discussed,  half  seriously,  by  philosophioal 
dreamers.  It  is  only  lately  that  there  has 
been  an  attempt  to  experiment  on  it  in  two 
immature  communities  of  the  new  world.  But 
in  no  case  has  it  been  suggested  that  if  we  give 
the  right  to  women  to  vote  for  anv  office  you 
can  debar  them  from  being  eligible  for  the 
office  itself.  Therefore  we  must  face  this  mea- 
sure not  merely  as  one  giving  a  right  to  women 
to  vote  for  members  of  Parliament,  but  as  one 
which  will  ultimately  lead  to  their  right  to  sit 
as  members  of  Parliament. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Certainly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— That  is  the  natuce 
of  the  revolution  which  we  are  asked  to  initiate 
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to-day.  As  I  said  before,  more  than  two  thou- 
aand  years  ago  Plato— in  that  strange,  nn- 
practical,  ideal  republic  in  which  philosophers 
were  to  be  the  rulers,  and  women  were  to  be 
put  absolutely  on  the  same  plane  as  men, — 
sharing  their  dangers,  their  work,  their  re- 
sponsibilities, their  very  warfare, —  did  not 
shxixik  from  the  suggestion  that  the  family 
was  to  be  abolished,  marriage  was  to  be  done 
away  with,  and  all  domestic  life  was  to  come 
to  an  end.  In  modem  times  there  have  not 
been  wanting  leaders  in  this  agitation  who 
have  suggested  the  same  prospects  for  us, 
especially  among  the  socialistic  wing  of  the 
movement  for  what  is  called  **  woman's  eman- 
cipation." I  do  not  know.  Sir,  whether  this 
Oonncil  is  prepared  to  run  the  risk  of  such  a 
revolution.  It  certainly  is  one  which  will 
startle  a  good  many  women  who  have  taken  a 
part  in  this  agitation.  The  first  step  towads 
the  abolition  of  the  distinction  between  man 
and  woman — for  it  comes  to  th^t — is  the  be- 
gmning  of  a  social  and  ethical  revolution,  of 
which  we  do  not  see  the  end.  Many  women 
are  playing  with  this  question  now,  without 
knowing  they  are  dealing  with  a  question 
which  will  be  wrenched  from  their  grasp  by 
hands  stronger,  coarser,  and  more  selfish  than 
their  own.  They  do  not  know  what  they  are 
doing,  and  I  hope  they  never  will.  You  may 
depend  upon  it,  in  the  future  it  is  women 
who  will  rue  the  day,  when  we  initiate  a  system 
that  will  tend  to  unsex  them.  So  far,  Sir,  we 
have  not  gained  much  information  from  the 
experiments  that  have  been  tried.  Acts  for 
the  enfranchisement  of  women  were  passed 
in  two  Territories  of  the  United  States — the 
Territory  of  Wyoming  and  the  Territory  of 
Washington.  Wyoming  has  since,  I  believe, 
become  a  State.  In  the  Territory  of  Washing- 
ton the  Act  was  repealecl  soon  after  it  was 
passed  ;  and  Mr.  Bryce  tells  us  that  a  leading 
man  in  the  Territozy  wrote  to  him  that  while 
the  law  was  in  existence  women  took  very 
little  part  in  voting,  and  did  not  seem  to  value 
the  privilege  at  all :  in  fact,  they  seemed  very 
much  relieved  when  they  were  relieved  from 
the  responsibility  of  going  to  the  poll.  It  is 
rather  interesting  to  refer  to  what  Mr.  Bryce 
tells  us  in  that  well-known  book  of  his  on  the 
American  Commonwealth.  For  the  benefit  of 
those  who  think  that  everything  that  is  revo- 
Intionajy  must  be  Liberal,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  remind  the  Council  that  Mr.  Bryce  is  an 
ardent  Liberal.  Begarding  what  has  been 
done  in  Wyoming,  he  tells  a  very  curious 
story  of  the  way  in  which  the  Act  was  passed 
there.  The  question  had  been  discussed  a 
good  deal  without  effect,  when  it  occurred  to 
some  astute  wire-pullers  to  suggest  to  both 
parties  in  the  House  that  they  would  **  jockey  *' 
the  other  side  if  they  took  up  this  question ; 
and  when  the  Bill  was  carried  one  day  by  a 
large  majority  there  was  great  consternation 
expressed  on  all  sides.  It  is  not  difficult  for 
ns  to  understand  and  appreciate  this  story,  as 
we  know  what  has  happened  in  another  place 
not  a  hundred  miles  distant  from  this  Council. 
I  think  that  the  insincerity  in  the  State  of 


Wyoming  has  been  equalled  by  that  in  another 

Slace.  Well,  Sir,  Mr.  Bryce  says  it  is  very 
ifficnlt  to  find  out,  owing  to  the  partisan 
feeling  that  exists  there  still,  what  has  been 
the  result  in  Wyoming.  But,  on  the  whole,  he 
thinks  it  is  not  in  favour  of  the  experiment, 
and  quotes,  from  a  gentleman  who,  he  says, 
is  one  of  the  most  trustworthy  authorities 
there,  the  following  opinion  : — 

**  After  the  first  excitement  is  over,  it  is  im- 
possible to  get  respectable  women  out  to  vote, 
except  every  two  or  three  years  on  some  purely 
emotional  question,  such  as  prohibition  or 
other  temperance  legislation.  The  effect  on 
family  life  seems  to  be  nil,  certainly  not  bad ; 
but  after  a  year  or  two  it  is  found  that  the 
women  of  the  worst  classes  are  those  that 
most  regularly  go  to  the  polls." 

Yes,  Sir,  there  is  the  d&nger — there  is  the 
great  danger  that  faces  us  at  once  on  this 
question.  Into  the  hands  of  what  sort  of 
women  are  we  going  to  hand  over  power,  and 
at  what  cost  of  the  best  feminine  influence 
destroyed  ?  This  is  a  ver^  serious  matter,  and 
one  which  I  do  not  think  has  been  fairly 
considered.  The  petitions  here  on  the  table 
have  been  spoken  of.  In  spite  of  all  those 
petitions,  I  maintain  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  thoughtful  women  of  the  country  are  still 
opposed  to  this  measure.  It  will  become  a 
tyranny  for  them;  they  are  afraid  of  being 
forced  to  take  part  in  what  they  do  not  think 
their  business,  and  do  not  wish  to  tcbke  part  in, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  power  passing  into  the 
hands  of  the  least  worthy  of  their  sex.  Is 
that  a  position  we  should  put  women  in  with- 
out consulting  them  ?  For  they  have  not  been 
consulted  at  present.  We  all  know  how  peti- 
tions are  got  up,  and  how  easy  it  is  to  get  men 
and  women  to  sign  anything  that  is  pressed  on 
them  with  importunity.  Great  is  tne  impor- 
timity  of  agitators  !  A  lady  of  my  acquamt- 
ance  was  surprised  to  hear  that  a  neighbour 
of  hers  who  had  always  opposed  the  women's 
franchise  had  signed  a  petition  in  favour  of  it. 
She  asked  her  why  she  had  done  so.  "  Oh," 
she  said,  "the  fact  is,  Mrs.  So-and-so  came 
here  so  often  and  bothered  me  so  much  that 
at  last  I  signed  it  to  get  rid  of  her ;  and  I  do 
not  think  it  very  much  matters."    Nor  does  it ! 

Debate  adjoumqd. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  18th  August,  1893. 

Bangiriri  Monnment— G.  Fiqher— Sheep-shears— 
North  Oanterbory  Board  of  Education— N.  Fry- 
day— Imperial-gnaranteed  Debentures  —Railway 
Saloon-Carriages- Taranaki  Highwayman— Wa- 
nganui  Hospital  Attendant— Mangamuka  Hotel— 
Wairoa  Roads— O.  J.  Russell- Endowed  SohoolB 
Bill— Defence— New  Zealand  Institute  Bill— Bet- 
terments Bill— Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control 
Bill— Periodical  Returns- Supply. 

Mr.  Speaseb    took    the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

Paaybbs. 
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RANGIRIRI  MONUMENT, 
Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
place  a  sum  of  money  on  the  supplementary 
estimates  for  the  purpose  of  supplementing  the 
sum  already  and  that  may  hereafter  be  sub- 
scribed for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  monument 
at  Bangiriri  to  the  memory  of  the  naval  8Uid 
military  defenders  who  fell  at  tjie  attack  on  the 
Maori  position  on  the  20th  November,  1863, 
and  in  other  engagements  in  the  Waikato,  and 
in  memoiy,  also,  of  the  colonial  forces  who, 
comrades-in-arms  with  the  Imperial  forces,  fell 
in  various  engagements  during  the  Waikato 
campaign  ?  In  asking  the  question,  he  desired 
to  read  a  letter  he  had  received  that  day : — 

"  Qovemment  House,  Wellington, 

•*  New  Zealand,  11th  August,  1898. 

"  Deab  Majob  Hamlin,— This  morning  I  re- 
ceived from  India,  from  the  2nd  W.  Yorkshire 
Regiment,  the  sum  of  £8  168.  5d.,  in  answer  to 
my  appeal  for  the  graves  at  Rangiriri. 

"  There  is  at  Auckland,  in  the  hands  of  the 
secretary.  General  Trust  Board,  a  further  sum 
of  £8  15s.  8d.,  subscribed  some  time  ago  by  the 
12th  Regiment.  As  the  other  two  regiments 
concerned,  to  which  I  wrote,  will  also  probably 
send  subscriptions  shortly,  perhaps  the  Govern- 
ment will  grant  the  necessary  addition  to  this 
fund  to  raise  a  suitable  memorial  at  Rangiriri. 
— Yours  truly, 

"R.  HUIJTEB  Blaib." 

The  other  day  he  had  asked  a  question  on 
somewhat  similar  lines,  and  the  Premier  then 
stated  that  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
raise  subscriptions  for  this  purpose.  He  had 
now,  as  it  would  be  seen,  made  an  addition  to 
his  question,  and  he  did  trust  on  this  occasion 
the  Premier  would  see  his  way  to  do  some- 
thing towards  commemorating  the  memory  of 
those  who  fought  for  the  colony  in  early  days. 
During  the  time  of  the  war  there  were  no 
settlers  in  that  part  of  the  country ;  it  was  a 
matter  of  the  supremacy  of  the  Crown;  and 
hence,  he  thought  it  was  only  fair  to  ask  the 
House  to  vote,  say,  £200  on  the  supplementary 
estimates  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  monu- 
ment to  the  men  who  fought  on  behalf  of 
Her  Majesty,  to  preserve  the  colony  as  one  of 
her  dependencies.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
Premier,  after  consideration,  would  give  the 
same  answer  as  he  had  made  the  other  day ;  at 
any  rate,  he  hoped  not.  The  matter  was  one 
of  colonial  importance,  and  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  a  locality  in  a  certain  part  of 
the  colony  should  alone  erect  such  a  monu- 
ment. He  hoped  the  Premier  would  see  his 
way  to  do  this,  more  especially  as  there  was  a 
direct  promise  made  by  the  Governor  at  the 
time  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  that 
some  monument  should  be  erected  to  the 
memory  of  these  men. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  given  the  honour- 
able gentleman  an  answer  some  time  ago  to  a 
somewhat  similar  question.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  thrown  some  additional  light 
on  the  subject  by  what  he  had  now  stated,  but 
he  could  not  give  him  that  day  a  decided 
answer.    Later  on  he  would  give  him  a  reply. 


G.  FISHER. 
Mr.  FISHER  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  Under  ordinary  circumsti^nces  he 
would  have  been  content  to  ask  permission  to 
make  a  personal  explanation,  but  he  could  not 
in  the  circumscribed  limits  of  a  personal  ex- 
planation say  all  he  wished  to  say.  He  moTod 
the  adjournment  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
attention  to  a  subleader  which  appeared  in 
that  morning's  New  Zealand  Times,  which 
said, — 

"PDTILE  PBBCAUTI0N8. 

"It  is  instructive  to  hear  Mr.  Fisher  asking 
for  the  printing  of  the  whole  correspondence 
which  passed  on  a  certain  famous  occasion. 
Great  efforts  were  made  on  that  occasion  io 
prevent  the  printing.  The  motion  for  printing 
was  opnosed  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Fisher,  and 
defeatea;  the  documents  were  referred  to  tiie 
Printing  Committee,  and  there  the  printing 
was  prevented.  A  large  portion  of  the  papers 
had  been  already  printed,  and  great  care  was 
taken  to  des'troy  these  and  disperse  the  type. 
But  cut  bono  f  After  all  that  trouble  the  cor- 
respondence, having  been  laid  on  the  table, 
remained  part  of  the  records  of  the  House,  and, 
as  such,,  accessible  to  every  member.  Its  ap- 
pearance in  print  has  been  a  strong  probability 
for  the  last  four  years.  Mr.  McLean  got  one 
of  the  letters,  a  remarkably  powerful  com- 
position, into  Hansard  the  other  day,  and  now 
Mr.  Fisher  wants  the  whole  correspondence 

Erinted.  How  much  better  it  would  have 
een  to  have  had  the  whole  correspondence 
printed  at  the  time  he  now  probably  realises. 
In  these  matters  publicity  ia  the  best  policy. 
Whatever  advantage  is  gained  by  covering  up 
is  invariably  lost  by  unlooked-for  exposure." 

He  intended  answering  these  statements  one 
by  one.  One  sentence  said  that  great  efiorta 
were  made  on  that  occasion  to  prevent  the 
printing  of  the  papers.  Yes,  great  efforts  were 
made  to  prevent  the  printing.  But  by  whom? 
He  would  presently  show.  Then,  it  said  when 
the  motion  for  printing  was  before  the  House 
it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisher.  Where  was 
the  motion?  There  was  no  such  motion. 
There  never  was  such  a  motion.  The  motion 
of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was  merely  that  the 
correspondence  be  laid  on  the  table;  and  to 
that  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  greatly  objected  unless  it 
were  also  ordered  to  be  printed.  Then,  it  was 
said  that  **  A  large  portion  of  the  papers  had 
been  already  printed,  and  great  care  was  taken 
to  destroy  these  and  disperse  the  type."  Yes, 
that  was  true ;  the  Printing  Committee  ordered 
the  papers  to  be  destroyed,  and  dispersed  the 
type.  The  Government  majority  on  the  Com- 
mittee were  determined  that  he  should  be  de- 
barred from  receiving  justice.  It  said  then  that 
**its  appearance  in  print  has  been  a  strong 
probability  for  the  last  four  years."  Answer : 
The  complete  correspondence,  including  the 
letter  read  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City,  and  reproduced  in  Hansa/rd 
No.  10,  p.  47,  had  been  in  print  for  the  last 
four  years.  Then,  <*how  much  better  that 
the  whole  correspondence  should  be  printed." 
Answer:  The  whole  complete  correspondenoe 
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IS  printed  in  full  in  the  New  Zealand  Times, 
of  the  4th  and  5th  July,  1889.  Now,  how 
osme  it  that  this  letter  was  zesurrected  in 
Parliament  at  that  time  of  day?  Answer: 
Because  he  had  taken  upon  himself  a  few 
^ys  ago  to  expose  the  oorrupt  administra- 
tion of  the  past  Governments  of  the  member 
for  Inangahua,  who  chose  to  vacate  his  seat 
every  time  he  knew  that  this  subject  was 
to  oome  up.  He  it  was  who  dived  into  the 
records  and  resurrected  this  letter,  and  handed 
it  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Oity  to  read.  That  was  an  "honourable" 
gentleman — he  was  referring  to  Sir  Robert 
Stout — let  there  be  no  doubt  about  whom  he 
was  referring  to.  The  whole  and  complete 
correspondence  was  in  print  four  years  ago, 
as  he  had  just  said,  and  it  included,  of  course, 
the  letter  read  to  the  House  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  Oity  on  the  20th 
July.  Now,  what  took  place  in  the  House  in 
1889  in  regard  to  the  correspondence  ?  When 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  laid  the  correspondence  on 
the  table  of  the  House  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  made 
these  remarks.  He  would  read  from  Mansard 
of  1889,  Volume  64,  page  187,  what  tran- 
spired:— 

*•  Mr.  PisHEB.— I  wish  to  ask  you,  Sir,  as  a 
point  of  order,  whether  it  is  permissible  for  the 
Hon.  the  Premier  to  send  me  a  letter  two 
hours  ago,  and  then  to  ask  permission  to  lay 
tiie  whole  of  the  correspondence  on  the  table 
of  the  House  without  giving  me  any  oppor- 
tunity whatever  of  answering  that  letter.'* 

That  was  the  point  of  his  complaint  at  that 
time — a  serious  and  grievous  complaint  it  was 
—that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  laid  the  correspond- 
ence on  the  table,  and  therefore  closed  it 
finally  without  giving  him  any  opportunity  of 
answering  the  letter  resurrected  the  other  day 
by  the  member  for  Inangahua.  Then  he  went 
on  to  say, — 

**  It  would  be  more  seemly  and  decorous  of 
him  to  withdraw  the  papers  now,  and  lay  them 
on  the  table  to-morrow  at  half-past  two.  Then, 
in  the  interim,  I  can  give  him  an  answer  to  the 
letter  he  has  just  forwarded  to  me.  I  think  I 
ask  the  House  to  do  nothing  unfair  in  demand- 
ing that  this  correspondence  should  be  this 
evening  withdrawn,  so  that  I  may  have  time  to 
send  the  honourable  gentleman  an  answei^  to 
the  letter  I  received  to-day." 

The  most  extraordinary  part  of  the  whole 
proceeding  was  this :  For  the  first  three  weeks 
of  the  session  of  1889  he  sat  in  his  seat,  fixed 
and  nnmovable,  waiting  for  the  production 
of  the  correspondence.  JBy  a  cunning  device 
he  was  induced  to  leave  his  seat  to  go  to  the 
library  to  receive  this  particular  letter  which 
was  addressed  to  him  by  Sir  Harry  Atkinson, 
and  during  his  absence  for  a  few  moments 
from  the  House  the  whole  correspondence  was 
laid  on  the  table  at  nine  o'clock  at  night — a 
most  unusual  circumstance— instead  of  being 
laid  on  the  table,  as  was  the  usual  practice  of 
the  House,  at  half-past  two  in  the  afternoon ; 
and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  present  Minister 
of  Lands,  Mr.  John  McKenzie,  who  Informed 
him  in  the  lobby  of  the  trick  that  was  being 


played  by  laying  the  papers  on  the  table  at  that 
unusual  hour,  he  would  have  known  nothing 
whatever  of  the  intention  to  lay  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  table.  He  thanked  that 
gentleman  then,  and  he  thanked  him  again 
now,  for  having  informed  him  of  the  trick  that 
was  being  resorted  to.  Then,  when  the  corre- 
spondence was  laid  on  the  table,  what  hap- 
pened ?  There  was  no  motion  made  for  print- 
ing it.  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  simply  moved, 
That  it  do  lie  on  the  table.  And  this  was  what 
took  place : — 

**  Mr.  FisHEB.— Am  I  to  understand  that  the 
papers  are  "to  be  referred  to  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee ? 

"  Sir  H.  A.  ATKnTSON.— No. 

"  Mr.  Fishes.— Then,  I  move.  That  the  papers 
be  referred  to  the  Printing  Oommittee." 

On  a  division,  the  House  carried  his  motion 
by  a  majority  of  three.  Then  the  correspond- 
ence went  to  the  Printing  Committee,  and  he 
applied  to  the  Committee,  by  letter,  for  leave 
to  attend,  in  order  to  request  that  the  papers 
should  be  printed.  He  attended  the  Commit- 
tee. He  made  a  speech  of  some  duration.  He 
laid  before  the  Committee  the  fact  that  it  was 
his  strong  desire  that  the  correspondence  should 
be  printed.  The  Committee,  in  its  wisdom, 
decided  otherwise;  but,  in  order  to  have  some 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  he  wrote 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Beporting  Debates 
Committee  asking  him  if  he  would  certify 
that  he  had  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  he  had  made  the  request  that  the 
correspondence  should  be  printed,  and  that 
the  Committee  decided  adversely  to  him.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  in  reply,  sent  him 
this  letter : — 

••  Wellington,  11th  September,  1889. 

**SiB, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  favour  of  yesterday,  with  refer- 
ence to  your  attendance  before  the  Beporting 
Debates  and  Printing  Committee  on  the  9th 
July  last,  and  in  reply  to  state, — That,  you 
having  intimated  a  desire  to  attend  and  give 
evidence,  you  were  invited  to  attend  accord- 
ingly. Your  evidence  was  not  taken  down  in 
writing,  but  there  is  a  rough  minute  to  the 
effect  of  the  statement  in  your  letter  contained ; 
and  as,  moreover,  I  have  a  distinct  recollection 
of  what  transpired,  I  beg  to  say  that  you  men- 
tioned as  one  of  your  reasons  for  desiring  to 
be  heard  that  a  Customs  employ^  named  Jack- 
man  had  made  certain  allegations  ekgainst  you, 
and  that  you  desired  that,  in  refutation  of  those 
allegations,  your  correspondence  with  the  Pre- 
mier should  be  printed.— I  have,  &c., 
"W.  J.  Steward, 
"  Chairman  of  Beporting  Debates  and 
Printing  Committee. 

"  George  Fisher,  Esq.,  M.H.B." 

Now,  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances, 
so  very  serious  as  they  were  to  him  at  the  time, 
would  it  not  have  been  only  reasonable  for  the 
Committee  to  have  assented  to  the  printing 
of  the  correspondence?  He  thought  that  a 
reasonable  request ;  but  the  Committee,  by  a 
large  majority,  voted  againsb  the  printing. 
And  who  were  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
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voted  against  him?  He  would  read  their 
names.  Those  who  voted  for  the  printing  of 
the  correspondence  were  Messrs.  Feldwiok  and 
Moss.  Those  who  voted  against  the  printing 
were  Sir  Maurice  O'Borke,  Messrs.  Hislop, 
Whyte,  Saunders,  O*0onor,  Lawry,  and  W.  P. 
Beeves — a  gentleman  so  closely  connected  with 
the  authorship  of  the  article  which  appeared 
that  day.  Ought  not  the  person  who  was  the 
writer  of  that  villainous  thing — that  measure- 
less liar — to  he  ashamed  of  such  statements  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  called  him  a 
measureless  liar.  ^ 

Hon.  Members. — No,  he  did  not. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man stated  distinctly  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  was 
closely  connected  wiw  the  authorship  of  the 
article,  holding  it  up  and  stating  that  the 
author  of  the  paragraph  was  a  measureless  liar. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  his  assertion  was  that  the 
author  of  that  article  was  a  measureless  liar. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  stated  he  (Mr.  Beeves] 
was  closely  connected  with  it.  He  then  stated 
the  author  was  a  measureless  liar.  If  that  was 
not  calling  him  a  measureless  liar,  he  did  not 
know  what  was. 

Mr.  SPEAK EB  said  he  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  stated  that  the 
Minister  was  closely  connected  with  the  writing 
of  the  article,  but  he  did  not  understand  him 
to  say  of  the  Minister  that  he  was  a  measure- 
less liar. 

Mr.  BEEVES  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honourable  gentleman  stated  he  (Mr.  Beeves) 
was  closely  connected  with  the  authorship  of 
that  paragraph,  and,  brandishing  it  in  his 
direction,  he  then  stated  that  the  author  was 
a  mecksureless  liar.  If  that  was  not  stating 
that  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  was  a  measureless  liar, 
he  did  not  understand  the  English  language. 

Mr.  SPEAiSlEB  could  not  see  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  called  the  Minister 
a  measureless  liar ;  but  he  (the  Minister)  was 
entitled  to  claim  that  the  assertion  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  writing  of  the  article  should 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FISHEB.— I  withdraw  it.  Sir. 

Mr.  BEEVES  asked  the  Speaker  to  pardon 
him.  He  might  allow  him  to  explain.  The 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  say  that  he  was 
closely  connected  with  any  other  person,  but 
with  the  thing  itself — with  the  authorship  of 
that  writing ;  it  was  not  with  a  person ;  it 
must  be  the  actual  thing  itself — that  was  to 
say,  he  was  author  of  that  paragraph :  and  then 
he  stated  that  the  author  was  a  measureless 
liar,  and  let  him  come  forth.  If  that  was  not, 
by  insinuation,  calling  him  a  measureless  liar, 
then  he  did  not  know  what  was. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  be  would  protect  the 
honourable  gentleman  from  any  such  sugges- 
tion, but  he  understood  merely  that  the  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  had  broadly  stated 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  connected 
with  the  article — not  that  he  was  the  writer. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said,  and  again  he  repeated, 
this  time  without  warmth  or  heat,  that  the 
Mr,  Fisher 


writer  of  that  article  was  a  measureless  liar, 
and  he  said  that  in  a  calm,  cool  manner,  and 
without  excitement.  Perhaps  Mr.  Speaker  did 
not  hear  him  read  his  own  letter,  which  he 
would  have  much  pleasure  in  laying  on  the 
table.  He  would  ask  Mr.  Speaker  to  verify  the 
statements  in  that  letter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  which 
was  this :  Gould  a  member  call  upon  the  Chair, 
by  holding  up  a  letter,  to  verify  the  statementa 
in  that  letter?  Gould  the  Speaker  be  called 
upon  to  answer  a  question  about  a  letter  which 
he  wrote  when  he  was  Ghairman  of  the  Report- 
ing Debates  Committee  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  Speaker  could  not 
be  so  called  upon.  His  attention  was  diverted 
at  the  time,  oecause  an  honourable  member 
who  was  speaking  to  him  at  the  chair  was 
asking  about  another  matter. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  here  was  the  article  which 
made  these  statements,  which  said  there  was 
before  that  House  in  1889  a  motion  for  the 
printing  of  this  correspondence.  He  had  read 
from  the  records  to  show  there  never  was  any 
such  motion  before  the  House.  He  then  read 
a  letter  from  the  Ghairman  of  the  Beporttng 
Debates  Committee  to  show  that  he  made  ap- 
plication for  leave  to  attend  before  the  Beport- 
ing  Debates  Committee  in  order  to  prefer  a 
request  that  the  correspondence  should  be  pat 
into  print,  and  here  he  had  the  Chairman's 
letter  verifying  the  fact  that  he  attended  before 
the  Committee,  that  he  requested  that  the 
correspondence  should  be  printed,  and  bearing 
out  all  the  statements  he  made.  He  fortified 
himself  in  that  position  by  the  production  of 
that  letter.  He  would  hand  it  to  the  Hansard 
reporters,  and,  if  need  be,  lay  it  on  the  table. 
The  Chairman's  letter  was  an  answer  to  this 
slanderer.  He  had  shown,  by  reading  from  the 
records  of  the  Beporting  Debates  Committee, 
who  were  the  men  who  prevented  the  printing 
of  that  correspondence.  And  there  sat  one  of 
them. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Who  is  that  ? 

Mr.  FISHEB.— The  present  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, Mr.  W.  P.  Beeves.  Those  who  voted 
against  the  printing  were  Sir  Maurice  O'Borke, 
Messrs.  Hislop,  Whyte,  Saunders,  O'Conor, 
Lawry,  and  W.  P.  Beeves.  And  with  that 
knowledge — with  the  knowledge  of  that  historic 
fact  before  him — the  honourable  gentleman 
allowed  to  appear  in  a  paper  with  which  he 
was  prominently  connected  a  villainous  state- 
ment of  that  kind.  What  had  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  say  to  that  ?  And  now  the  letter 
read  to  the  House  a  few  evenings  ago  by  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  McLean)  was 
produced  as  being  something  entirely  new.  He 
had  shown  the  connection  of  the  member  for 
Inangahua  with  the  digging-up  of  this  corre- 
spondence; and  the  impression  conveyed,  he 
found,  not  only  amongst  some  members,  but 
amongst  some  of  the  public,  was  that  this  letter 
had  never  before  seen  the  light  of  day,  that  it 
had  been  smuggled  away  in  some  dark  recess, 
that  it  had  been  mysteriously  unearthed, — dug 
up — and  that  the  public  were  for  the  first  time 
informed  of  the  contents  of  that  lettter.    Now» 
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as  he  had  already  mentioned,  heie  was  the 
oorreepondence  in  print  in  official  form — for 
it  was  already  in  print,  ready  to  be  bound 
up  in  the  official  records  of  the  House — and 
it  rested  with  the  Committee  to  say  whether  it 
diould  be  placed  amongst  the  Appendices  or 
not ;  and  what  did  the  Minister  of  Education 
say  ?  **  No."  It  could  nob  be  objected  to  on  the 
score  of  the  cost  of  printing,  for  there  it  was 
already  in  print ;  yet  they  ordered  the  type  to 
be  broken  up.  The  cost  of  printing  had  oeen 
already  incurred,  including  the  letter  du^up 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Incuigahua  and 
read  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  McLean) ;  yet  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation voted  that  it  should  not  go  forth  to  the 
public.  That  was  not  his  (Mr.  Fisher's)  only 
strong  point  in  regard  to  the  existence  of  the 
correspondence.  Here  it  was,  as  he  had  said, 
pubU^ed  in  the  New  Zealand  Times  four 
years  ago — occupying  four  whole  pages  of  the 
New  Zealand  Times  —  and  there  was  this 
letter,  which  was  supposed  to  be  something 
entirely  new,  and  which  it  was  hinted  had 
seen  the  lidit  of  day  for  the  first  time.  He 
could  not  lay  this  heavy  document  on  the 
table  (the  file  of  the  New  Zealand  Times)^  but 
he  had  a  spare  copy  of  the  paper  of  the  6th 
July,  1889,  and  he  would  lay  it  on  the  table. 
He  would  do  one  of  two  tilings:  he  would 
eiUier  now  read  the  letter  entire,  or  he 
would  ask  the  permission  of  the  House  to 
allow  him  to  put  it  in  Hansard.  It  appeared 
in  the  New  Zealand  Times  on  the  5th  July, 
1889.  If  the  House  allowed  him  to  put  it  in 
Hansard  as  somethina  not  new,  but  some- 
thing which,  he  had  shown,  had  already  been 
printed  in  that  newspaper  on  the  5th  July, 
1889,  he  would  not  detain  the  House  by  read- 
ing it.  Might  he  hand  it  to  the  Hansard  re- 
porters? 

Hon.  Mbhbbbs. — Bead  it. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  he  did  not  want  to  take 
up  time  by  reading  it,  but  would  hand  it  in. 
Here  was  the  letter  read  to  the  House  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
McLean}  on  the  20th  July,  as  it  appeared 
printed  in  full  in  the  New  Zealand  Times  of 
the  5th  July,  1889.  He  had  no  dread  of  the 
reproduction  now  of  a  letter  which  had  been 
published  to  the  world  four  years  ago : — 
'*  Premier's  Office, 
"  Wellington,  3rd  July,  1889. 

**  Sib, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  Slst  May,  which  has  remained 
hitherto  unanswered,  because  my  time  has  been 
fully  occupied  with  preparing  for  the  meeting  of 
Parliament. 

'*  While  admitting  the  truth  of  none  of  the 
many  grave  charges  and  insinuations  against 
myself  and  others  with  which  your  letter 
abounds,  I  propose,  nevertheless,  to  deal  very 
summarily  with  a  few  of  them,  which  may  be 
taken,  both  in  relevancy  and  truthfulness,  as 
fairly  typical  of  them  all. 

'*  First,  as  to  what  you  say  about  Mr.  Jack- 
man.  Your  statement  that  from  the  7th  of 
March  he  was  *  in  daily  direct  communication 
with  the  Premier,'  and  *  became   almost  his 


confidential  adviser,'  is  simply  untrue.  Mr. 
Jackman  has  given  me  no  advice  whatever,  and 
has  had  no  communication  with  me  of  any 
kind  in  connection  with  the  Junction  Brewery 
(Gilmer's)  cases.  Indeed,  I  have  only  spoken 
to  him  once  in  my  life,  and  that  was  in  Mr. 
Glasgow's  presence,  when  he  appealed  against 
your  action  in  suspending  him.  I  may  go 
further  and  say  that  nothing  that  Mr.  Jack- 
man  has  ever  done,  said,  or  written  has  in 
any  way  influenced  me  or  any  of  your  late 
colleagues  in  our  opinion  as  to  your  officii^ 
conduct. 

**  Secondly,  as  to  your  remarks  about  Mr. 
Macarthy.  You  speak  of  him  as  having 
been  practically  installed  as  Commissioner 
of  Customs  in  your  absence,  and  as  having 
taken  upon  him  the  part  of  official  in- 
former to  the  Government  and  confidential 
adviser  to  myself  all  through  these  brewery 
prosecutions.  These  assertions,  which  it 
would  be  charitable  to  call  reckless,  and 
which  you  make  no  pretence  of  supporting  by 
any  evidence  whatever,  are  all  untrue.  Mr. 
Macarthy,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  never  was  in 
the  Commissioner's  office,  and  certainly  in  no 
sense  ever  had  any  authority  there ;  nor  did  he 
give  any  advice  or  information  to  me  or  any 
other  member  of  the  Government  with  respect 
to  the  Junction  Brewery  oases.  What  he  did 
was,  at  a  chance  meeting  on  the  wharf,  to  offer 
to  give  me  information  of  a  general  character 
after  all  the  prosecutions  should  have  been  dis- 
posed of,  with  a  view  to  enabling  us  to  amend 
the  Act  and  prevent  similar  frauds  in  the 
future ;  and  of  this  promise  I  informed  you  in 
my  telegram  from  Wanganui  on  the  5th  March. 
This  was  an  offer  of  a  strictly  honourable  and 
straightforward  character,  and  it  expressly  ex- 
cluded the  giving  of  information  as  to  any  of 
the  cases  then  pending,  or,  indeed,  as  to  any 
individual  oases  at  all.  Your  insinuations  as 
to  my  friendship  with  Mr.  Macarthy  are 
equally  baseless.  He  is  not,  I  hope,  my  enemy, 
but  a  man  cannot  be  called  my  friend  and 
confidential  adviser  when  I  have  not  spoken  to 
him,  I  believe,  a  dozen  times  in  piy  life,  and 
certainly  not  more  than  two  or  three  times 
within  the  last  two  years. 

**  Thirdly,  your  assertion  that  I  inspired  cer- 
tain articles  in  the  Evening  Press  and  New 
Zealand  Times  is  also  untrue.  I  did  not  write 
any  of  the  articles  refeired  to;  I  did  not 
authorise  the  writing  of  them ;  I  did  not,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  supply  either  of  those 
papers  with  the  information  upon  which  the 
articles  were  based. 

"  Fourthly,  you  assert  that  your  portfolio  was 
offered  in  March  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Whyte.  This  is 
untrue.  Mr.  Whyte  has  never  had  such  an 
offer,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  and  no  one 
has  ever  been  authorised  to  make  such  an 
offer. 

**  I  now  turn  to  the  real  matter  in  dispute — 
your  conduct  as  Commissioner  of  Customs  with 
regard  to  the  brewery  prosecutions.  You  con- 
tinue to  speak  of  them  as  a  *  trumpery'  matter, 
and  I  must  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  28rd 
April  for  an  explanation  of  how,  *  trumpery '  as 
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they  perhaps  were  in  themselves,  they  never- 
thelesB  raised  an  issue  of  the  gravest  import- 
anoe.  It  is  surely  childish  on  your  part  to 
insist  that  a  Ministry  would  not  be  impeached 
for  the  mere  *  omission  on  the  part  of  a  brewer 
to  enter  fifty  sacks  of  malt  in  his  books.'  The 
question  at  issue  between  us,  as  you  know  very 
well,  is  not  as  to  the  conduct  of  any  brewer, 
but  as  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Fisher  at  the  time 
when  he  was  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  The 
question  is  simply,  whether,  a  certain  brewer 
having  been  guilty  of  an  offence  against  the 
law,  you  did  or  did  not,  from  improper  motives, 
interfere  as  Commissioner  of  Customs  with  the 
ordinary  course  of  the  law  in  order  to  screen 
the  offender  from  prosecution.  I  must  speak 
plainly.  Your  colleagues  were  and  are  of 
opinion  that  you  had  been  guilty  of  such  an 
interference,  and  that  they  would  have  been 
justly  stigmatized  as  dishonourable  themselves 
if  they  had  scknctioned  your  conduct  or  retained 
you  as  a  colleague.  It  was  for  this  reason,  and 
this  reason  only,  that  you  were  asked  to  resign ; 
and  I  repeat  what  I  said  in  my  letter  of  the 
23rd  April — that,  previously  to  your  action  in 
the  brewery  prosecutions,  not  one  of  us  had 
ever  thought  of  your  resignation  as  possible  or 
desirable. 

"Before  entering  into  the  details  of  the 
Junction  Brewery  oases,  I  will  briefly  dispose 
of  the  argument  which  you  base  upon  the 
treatment  of  Staples's  Brewery  for  what  you 
call  worse  offences.  Here,  for  once,  the  main 
facts  are  not  in  dispute.  We  both  admit  that 
the  irregularities  of  Staples's  Brewery  were 
discovered  and  disposed  of  about  two  months 
before  anything  was  known  as  to  those  of 
Hamilton,  Gilmer,  or  Edmonds,  and  that  they 
were  settled  by  the  permanent  officers  of  your 
department,  on  their  being  satisfied  that  there 
had  been  no  fraud,  without  the  knowledge  of 
yourself  or  any  other  Minister.  Now,  we  pro- 
bably botii  agree  that  this  was  not  right ;  and 
I,  at  any  rate,  showed  my  opinion  about  it  by 
giving  directions,  as  soon  as  the  facts  came  to 
my  knowledge,  that  such  a  course  must  never 
be  allowed  again,  and  that  fA\  cases  must  in 
future  be  at  once  referred  to  the  Commissioner. 
But  what  is  the  argument  which  you  found 
upon  this  improper  settlement  of  the  Staples's 
Brewery  case  ?  Simply  this :  Because,  without 
the  knowledge  of  Ministers,  the  Government 
officers  of  the  dejpartment  had,  believing  there 
was  no  fraud  in  Staples's  case,  settled  it  out  of 
Court,  that  therefore  Ministers  were  not  to 
prosecute  in  a  case  which  was  brought  before 
them  in  which  fraud  was  adnutted,  and  which 
the  Crown  Solicitor  told  you  was  a  bad  case, 
and  must  be  prosecuted. 

**  I  could,  and,  if  it  should  appear  to  be 
necessary,  I  will,  follow  you  through  the  vast 
mass  of  untrue  or  irrelevant  assertions,  de- 
nials, and  insinuations  in  connection  with  the 
brewery  prosecutions  and  other  matters  con- 
tained in  your  last  letter,  and  I  have  a  com- 
plete answer  in  each  case.  But  this  is  not 
now  necessary,  as  you  have  announced  your 
desire  to  have  a  Committee  of  the  House,  to 
whom  the  essential  facts  will,  of  course,  be 
Mr,  Fiiher 


stated.  Instead,  therefore,  of  doing  this  now» 
let  me  recall  your  attention  to  a  bare  state- 
ment, in  chronological  order,  of  the  main  facts 
of  the  Junction  Brewery  case  as  admitted  by 
yourself  :— 

**1.  Yon  admit  that  during  your  absence 
from  Wellington  it  was  decided  to  prosecute 
Edmonds's,  Hamilton's,  and  the  Junction 
Breweries  for  frauds  under  the  Beer  Duty  Act. 

'*  2.  You  admit'  that  early  in  December,  on 
your  return  from  Melbourne,  you  received  at 
Invdtcargill  a  telegram  from  a  *  constituent ' 
(whose  name  you  unfortunately  do  not  men- 
tion), and  that  as  a  result  of  that  telegram  yoa 
directed  Mr.  McKellar  not  to  proceed  with  the 
prosecution  of  one  of  the  three  cases  men- 
tioned  above — ^namely,  that  of  the  Junction 
Brewery. 

**  8.  You  admit  that  shortly  afterwards  yoa 
received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Hislop  upon  the 
subject,  urging  that  proceedings  should  go  on ; 
that  you  telegraphed  your  assent ;  and  that  on 
your  return  to  Wellington  you  confirmed  it. 

*'  4.  You  admit  that  on  the  17th  December 
you  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bell,  the  Crown 
Solicitor ;  that,  as  a  result  of  that  interview,  a 
letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Bell  on  the  following 
day,  recommending  that  no  information  should 
be  laid  against  the  Junction  Brewery  *  until 
after  the  cases  against  Hamilton  and  Edmonds 
have  been  disposed  of  on  Friday,'  in  which 
recommendation  you  concurred. 

"  (I  may  here  pause  to  remind  you  that,  in 
that  interview  with  Mr.  Bell,  you  were  Com- 
missioner  of  Customs  and  he  was  Crown  Solici- 
tor, two  public  officers  consulting  as  to  your 
official  duty.  Yet,  though  charged  with  having 
acted  at  that  interview  in  dereliction  of  your 
public  duty,  and  challenged  to  disclose  what 
then  occurred,  you  not  only  refuse  to  do  this, 
but,  while  posing  as  an  innocent  man  suffering 
under  a  grievous  imputation,  you  refuse  to  allow 
Mr.  Bell  to  divulge  what  then  passed,  and  thus 
seal  the  lips  of  the  one  witness  who,  on  your 
own  hypothesis,  could  establish  your  innocence.) 

*'  6.  You  admit  that  by  the  23rd  February  the 
cases  of  Edmonds  and  Hamilton  had  been  dis- 
posed of ;  that  the  Acting-Secretary  of  Customs 
at  once  applied  to  you  for  leave  to  proceed  with 
the  prosecution  of  the  Junction  Brewery ;  and 
that  you  replied  that  *  there  was  no  need  for 
precipitancy  in  the  matter.'  Here,  again,  on 
your  own  admission,  it  was  you  who  stopped 
the  prosecution. 

**6.  You  admit  that  you  had  not  removed 
your  interdict  against  proceedings  up  to  tho 
4th  March,  which  you  now  allege  you  then 
thought  was  the  last  day  on  which  the  informa- 
tion could  be  laid;  that  on  that  day  you 
summoned  a  meeting  of  the  Cabinet  at  half- 
past  two  p.m.,  and  tried  to  induce  it  to  allow 
you  to  settle  the  matter  out  of  Court;  that 
the  Cabinet  refused  your  request,  and  decided 
to  prosecute  ;  and  that,  when  you  then  sent  to 
inquire  whether  the  information  could  be  laid, 
you  found  that  it  was  too  late,  as  the  office  of 
the  Court  was  closed. 

"  7.  You  admit  that,  though  the  matter  had 
been  on  your  hands  since  December,  you  made 
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no  attempt  to  consult  the  Piemier  upon  the 
subject  until  twenty  minutes  to  eight  p.m.  on 
the  4th  March :  that  is,  some  hours  after  the 
time  within  which  the  information  must  be 
laid  had,  as  you  now  allege  you  then  thought, 
expired. 

**  8.  Yon  admit  that  you  sent  a  telegram  to 
the  Premier  on  the  4th  March,  with«the  object 
of  inducing  him  to  sanction  the  settlement  of 
the  case  out  of  Court;  that  the  statement  of 
the  facts  yon  relied  on  was  incorrect  in  an 
essential  particular ;  and  that  you  also  omitted 
to  mention  in  that  telegram  that  the  Cabinet 
had  that  very  day  refused  to  allow  such  a 
settlement  out  of  Court,  and  had  decided  to 
prosecute. 

"  9.  You  admit  that  on  the  5th  of  March  the 
Premier  replied  to  your  telegram  that  the  in- 
formation should  be  laid  that  day,  but  that  no 
information  was  laid. 

*'  (I  may  add  here— what  is  an  indisputable 
faot,  though  you  have  not,  so  far  as  I  know, 
admitted  it— that  if  the  information  had  been 
laid  that  day  it  would  have  been  in  time,  and 
the  cases  would  not  have  lapsed.) 

**The  indictment  which  I  have  thus  con- 
Btmcted  out  of  your  own  admissions  is  one 
which  needs  no  elaboration  to  heighten  its  effect. 
It  proves  beyond  a  possibility  of  doubt  that  you 
have  been  guilty  in  your  official  capacity  ol  a 
deliberate,  persistent,  and  in  part  successful 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  ordinary  course 
of  the  law  on  behalf  of  a  particular  offender, 
and  i^at  you  did  your  utmost  to  be  faithful 
to  the  promise  which,  as  you  told  more  than 
one  Minister,  you  had  made — that  he  should 
be  allowed  a  lenient  settlement  out  of  Court 
on  payment  of  a  small  sum,  instead  of  being 
subjected  to  the  *  harassing  proceedings  of  the 
law.' 

"I  deeply  regret  having  to  write  thus  of 
one  once  trusted  with  perfect  confidence,  and 
deemed  worthy  of  it,  but  your  grave  disloyalty 
to  your  colleagues,  to  the  high  trust  reposed  in 
you  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and  to  that 
unwritten  law  without  which  parliamentary 
government  would  be  impossible,  has  left  me 
no  alternative. 

"H.  A.  Atkinson. 

"  G.  Fisher,  Esq.,  M.H.B.,  Wellington." 

Looking  back,  after  these  long  years,  he  mar- 
velled at  his  own  moderation  in  suppressing 
his  indignation  when  he  found  himself,  by  a 
trick,  shut  out  from  answering  that  letter. 
And  having  now  again  read  it  to  the  House, 
he  would  repeat,  for  the  information  of  honest 
and  honourable  men,  the  mild  protest  he  made 
when  he  found  tiie  correspondence  had  been 
laid  on  the  table,  after  he  had  been  tricked 
into  leaving  his  place  in  the  House  for  only  a 
few  minutes.    The  protest  was  as  follows : — 

"  Mr.  Fishes.— I  wish  to  ask  you.  Sir,  as  a 

S>int  of  order,  whether  it  is  permissible  for  the 
on.  the  Premier  to  send  me  a  letter  two 
hours  ago,  and  then  to  ask  permission  to  lay 
the  whole  of  the  correspondence  on  the  table 
of  the  House  without  giving  me  any  oppor- 
tunity whatever  of  answering  that  letter.    It 
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would  be  more  seemly  and  decorous  of  him 
to  withdraw  the  papers  now,  and  lay  them  on 
the  table  to-morrow  at  half-past  two.  Then, 
in  the  interim,  I  can  give  him  an  answer  to  the 
letter  he  has  just  forwarded  to  me.  I  think  I 
ask  the  House  to  do  nothing  unfair  in  demand- 
ing that  this  correspondence  should  be  this 
evening  withdrawn,  so  that  I  may  have  time  to 
send  the  honourable  gentleman  an  answer  to 
the  letter  I  received  to-day." 

He  had  shown  that  he  was  debarred  from 
answering  that  letter  by  a  discreditable  and 
dishonourable  trick.  He  had  shown  that  the 
correspondence  existed  complete,  and  was 
printed  complete  in  the  New  Zealand  Times 
of  the  5th  July,  1889.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  excuse  him  if  he  dwelt  upon  this  ques- 
tion; but,  happily  for  him,  he  nad  preserved 
Mr.  Speaker's  letter,  and  his  request  to  have 
the  correspondence  printed  four  years  ago. 
Some  honourable  members  might  think  his 
action  unnecessary,  but  he  thought  it  was 
necessary  for  his  own  protection  that  that 
letter  should  be  published.  He  had  nothing  to 
fear.  If  his  personal  feelings  had  been  con- 
sulted he  would  rather  the  correspondence 
had  not  been  revived.  He  knew  of  no  reason 
for  its  revival.  But  these  were  the  cunning 
and  contemptible  ways  of  Sir  Robert  Stout. 
The  article  said, — 

<*How  much  better  it  would  have  been  to 
have  had  the  whole  correspondence  printed 
at  the  time,  he  now  probably  realises.  In 
these  matters  publicity  is  the  best  policy. 
Whatever  advantage  is  gained  by  covering  up 
is  invariably  lost  by  unlooked-for  exposure." 

He  hoped  he  had  thoroughly  exposed  the 
falsity  and  the  hypocrisy  of  that  statement. 
He  had  thoroughly  exposed  the  exposer.  He 
would  like  to  ask  honourable  members  who 
were  possessed  of  any  of  the  finer  feelings 
whether,  in  the  position  in  which  he  stood, 
he  had  not  a  just  cause  of  complaint.  He 
thought  there  ought  to  be  a  feeling  of  honour 
amongst  honourable  members  sufficiently  strong 
to  insure  that  a  man  should  not  be  reviled 
in  this  way ;  that,  having  passed  through  a 
crucial  and  a  painful  period  of  his  existence, 
matters  should  not  be  dragged  up  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  in  that  way.  He  had 
nothing  further  to  say.  He  had  to  thank  the 
House  for  its  patience  in  listening  to  his  re- 
marks, and  he  hoped  the  House  would  agree 
with  him  that  it  was  necessary,  in  vindication 
of  his  own  reputation,  that  he  should  have 
taken  the  step  which  he  had  that  day  taken. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  said  the  honourable  member 
had  referred  to  what  had  taken  place  at  a 
meeting  of  a  former  Beporting  Debates  Com- 
mittee, and  laid  stress  on  the  fact  that  the 
Committee  did  not  order  the  correspondence 
to  be  printed.  At  that  time  it  was  a  question 
with  the  Committee  whether  they  would  pub- 
lish the  whole  correspondence  or  not.  There 
was  no  question  of  tne  correspondence  being 
printed  m  part;  and  the  Committee  rightly 
considered  that  it  was  a  matter  which  the 
country  might  very  well  be  spared  the  publica- 
I  tion  of :  that  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
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at  that  time.  Some  members  of  the  Committee 
desired  to  print  the  correspondence,  but  the 
majority  thought  as  he  had  stated ;  and  he 
felt  assured  of  this:  that,  if  at  that  time  any 
portion  of  the  correspondence  had  been  printed, 
then  the  Committee  would  have  agreed,  and 
decided,  that  the  whole  should  be  published. 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
ought  to  have  said  that  in  his  remailcs. 

Mr.  BEEVES  did  not  rise  to  go  into  this 
question  at  all,  except  to  say  two  things.  One 
was  with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Reporting 
Debates  Committee  some  years  ago.  He  could 
not  remember  whether  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  ^Mr.  Fisher)  wanted  the 
correspondence  publisned  or  not.  He  had  not 
the  least  idea.  But  what  he  did  remember 
was  that,  whatever  the  general  opinion  of  the 
House  was  as  to  .the  Committee  not  publishing 
the  correspondence,  the  opinion  which  he  had 
was  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  suf- 
fered very  much,  and  that  he  had  expiated 
— to  use  a  common  expression  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself  — that  he  had  ex- 
piated his  offence  by  the  suffering,  humiliation, 
and  degradation  he  had  gone  through.  The 
feeling  was  that  the  Conunittee  was  doing  him 
a  kindness  in  not  printing  the  correspondence. 
He  (Mr.  Beeves)  voted  against  the  printing  of 
the  correspondence,  as  far  as  he  could  remem- 
ber, simply  for  that  reason.  Now,  as  regarded 
the  paragraph  in  the  New  Zealand  Times, 
he  would  say,  absolutely  and  distinctly,  that 
all  he  knew  of  the  paragraph  was  that  he 
had  read  it  in  the  paper  that  morning.  He 
neither  had  anything  to  do  with  it  appearing — 
directly  or  indirectly — ^nor  had  he  any  oppor- 
tunity of  interfering  with  its  appearance. 
Whether  it  was  parliamentary  to  allow  a  mem- 
ber to  charge  another  member  with  allowing  a 
villainous  thing  to  appear  in  print,  he  did  not 
know.  He  supposed,  as  Mr.  Speaker  passed  it, 
that  it  was  parliamentary.  He  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  parliamentary  that  a  member 
should  be  allowed  to  say  that  a  brother  member 
was  closely  connected  with  the  authorship  of  a 
paragraph,  and  that  the  author  of  that  para- 
graph was  a  measureless  liar. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  called  on  the 
honourable  member  to  withdraw  that  ex- 
pression. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  Yes;  but  whether  it  was 
allowable  after  saying  what  the  honourable 
member  said,  and  then  distinctly  suggesting 
that  a  member  was  closely  connected  with  the 
authorship,  and  saying  that  the  author  was  a 
measureless  liar — whether  that  did  not  amount 
to  a  distinct  suggestion  against  the  member,  he 
would  leave  to  the  common-sense  of  the  House 
and  the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  judge.  He 
must  not  refer  to  such  an  expression  as  unpar- 
liamentary in  future. 

^Ir.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  was  now  reflecting  on  the  Chair.  He 
had  called  upon  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher)  to  withdraw  the 
words  which  connected  the  honourable  gentle- 
man with  his  statement  regarding  the  author- 
ship of  the  article ;  and  the  honourable  gentle- 1 
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man  withdrew  the  words,  so  that  those  woids 
practically  did  not  exist.  Therefore  there  was 
no  charge  as  far  as  the  honourable  gentlemaa 
was  concerned  connecting  him  with  the  article 
in  question. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  was  simply  referring 
now  to  the  words  used  in  the  debate. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  words  had  been  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  subsequent  expression, 
"measureless  liar,"  was  unquestionaoly  con- 
nected with  the  previous  expression,  and  the 
connection  was  never  withdrawn ;  and  it 
amounted  to  the  grossest  charge  which  the 
English  language  allowed  one  man  to  make 
against  another.  * 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  would  point  out  again  that 
the  words  connecting  the  honourable  gentle- 
man with  the  words  complained  of  had  been 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  words  **  measureless 
liar  "  were  withdrawn,  but  not  the  connection 
referred  to  by  his  honourable  colleague. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  words  "  measureless 
liar "  were  used  in  regard  to  the  anonymous 
writer  of  an  article,  and,  as  he  hsui  said,  the 
words  connecting  the  Minister  with  the  ex- 
pression complained  of  had  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said,  if  he  were  to  say  that  a 
member  of  that  House— say,  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Hutt,  who  was,  he  supposed, 
most  unlikely  to  do  such  a  thing — ^had  writtecn 
a  certain  article,  or  was  connected  with  the 
writing  of  it,  and  if  the  honourable  member 
said  he  did  not  write  it,  and  the  denial  was 
accepted,  could  it  be  said  that  no  wrong  was 
done  in  connecting  him  with  it  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  Mr.  Speaker  had 
pointed  out  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  words 
had  cleared  the  honourable  gentleman  op- 
posite. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  was  not  disputing  the 
Speaker's  ruling. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ought  to  be  satisfied  with  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  he  had  stated  distinctly 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  withdrawn 
the  words  connecting  the  Minister  with  the 
statement. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  was  not  disputing  Mr. 
Speaker's  ruling.  On  the  contrary,  he  said  Mr. 
Speaker  had  laid  down  a  rule,  and  that  there- 
fore it  was  parliamentary  procedure.  He  had 
merely  pointed  out  the  facts,  and  what  the 
facts  were  in  regard  to  himself,  and,  in  doing 
that,  he  thought  he  was  within  his  parlia- 
mentary privilege,  and  ought  not  to  be  inter- 
rupted. Having  said  that,  he  would  not  pro- 
long the  discussion,  except  to  repeat  that  neither 
directly  nor  indirectly  had  he  anything  to  do 
with  the  paragraph  in  question,  nor  had  he  any 
possible  means  of  preventing  that  paragraph 
from  appearing,  seeing  that  he  had  had  no  indi- 
cation from  anybody  that  it  would  appear. 

Mr.  FISHEB  would  once  more  thank  the 
House  for  having  given  him  the  opportunity 
of  setting  himself  right  in  this  matter.  He 
regretted  as  much  as  any  man  the  revival  of  an 
unpleasant  past — no  man  more  regretted  it 
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I  he  did;  bat  when  they  fonnd  themselves 
SQiromided  by  parliamentaiy  Thugs— persons 
iHio  dng  up  from  the  grave  correspondence  of 
ihftt  character,  which,  as  he  had  said,  every 
auui  ahoold  endeavour  to  forget,  and  he,  for 
«ne,  would  much  rather  have  forgotten  it — ^he 
was  sure  that,  however  unpleasant  the  matter 
isi^t  be,  he  was  at  least  entitled  to  ask 

Hr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  words  be 
iiken  down.  Was  it  allowable  thact  one  honour- 
able member  should  accuse  another  honourable 
member  of  being  a  parliamentary  Thug  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKKB  said  he  was  not  aware  that 
tiie  honourable  gentleman  had  used  such  an 
oipcession. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
lor  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fiaher)  did  use  it ;  and 
he  would  move,  That  the  words  be  taken  down, 
or,  at  any  rate,  that  the  words  be  withdrawn. 
The  honourable  member  had  referred  to  the 
hofnoiirable  member  for  Inangahua  and  the 
•hononrable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Mcliean)  in  the  terms  he  had  stated. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  patting  a  strained  interpretation  on  what 
he  said. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— What  did  the  honourable 
l^tlemansay? 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  it  was  so  long  ago  now 
Uiat  he  could  not  exactly  say.  The  honour- 
aUe  gentleman  should  have  objected  to  the 
words  at  the  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  his  attention  had  been 
^sailed  to  the  alleged  fact  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher)  had 
need  the  expression  <* parliamentary  Thugs" 
ae  applied  to  certain  members  of  the  House. 
11  that  was  so,  the  honourable  member  must 
withdraw  the  words. 

Mr.  FISHEB  would  withdraw  the  expression. 
He  would  only  make  one  remark  with  regard  to 
the  observations  of  the  Minister  of  Education 
>aB  to  his  action  upon  the  Beporting  Debates 
Committee  in  1889.  He  would  not  accept 
from  that  honourable  gentleman  any  expres- 
aion  of  commiseration.  He  would  at  all  times 
deoline  to  accept  anything  from  that  honour- 
able gentleman;  and  when  the  honourable 
^Santleman  said  that  it  was  out  of  a  feeling 
of  kindness  that  he  voted  aga.inst  the  printing 
of  the  papers,  because  of  his  (Mr.  Fisher's) 
homiliation  and  degradation,  he  had  to  answer 
that  he  had  always  lived,  and  hoped  always 
to  be  able  to  live,  superior  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  his  canting  hypocrisy.  The 
honourable  gentleman  mistook  him  very  greatly 
if  he  suppoeed  he  was  a  man  who  would  lie 
40wn  nnder  insult,  and  allow  other  men  to  walk 
over  him.  He  was  not  made  that  way.  What 
he  did  feel  at  the  time  was  that  he  had  passed 
through  an  exceedingly  painful  experience, 
jyod  he  now  felt  that,  as  he  had  been  assailed 
in  many  ways,  it  was  only  due  to  himself 
likat  the  correspondence  in  its  complete  form 
ehould  be  printed ;  and  the  House  had  done 
him  the  justice  to  agree  to  that.  It  was  the 
aetion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  McLean)  and  the  honourable 
>  for  Inangahua  that  he  objected  to,  in 


having  acted  as  they  had  done ;  and  he  livecl 
in  the  confident  belief  that  the  character  o£ 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  how- 
ever well  it  might  be  understood  at  the  present 
time,  would  be  yet  better  understood  oy  the 
people  of  this  country.  His  (Mr^  Fisher's)* 
character  was  as  open  as  the  day.  Having 
said  so  much  about  this  matter,  he  now  laid 
on  the  table  this  correspondence  in  the  form 
in  which  it  was  officially  printed  in  the  year 
1889,  and  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  repro- 
duced in  the  New  Zealand  Times  in  that  year, 
including,  in  both  forms,  the  letter  which  had 
been  read  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  McLean). 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON  submitted  that  it  was  not 
within  the  power  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher)  fo  proceed  to  the 
table  of  the  House  and  lay  the  correspondence 
upon  it,  as  he  had  just  now  done,  after  a  de- 
claration to  that  enect.  He  should  move  for 
leave  to  do  so  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  papers  were  not,  in 
a  pajrliamentary  sense,  upon  the  table  at  all. 
,If  the  honourable  gentleman  wished  to  lay 
them  on  the  table  he  must  do  so  in  a  proper 
manner.  He  must  ask  and  obtain  the  leave  of 
the  House  to  lay  them  there. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  he  had  already  relieved 
the  Premier  of  his  dreadful  state  of  perturba- 
tion by  removing  the  papers. 

SHEEP-SHEABS. 

Mr.  BUIGK  (on  behalf  of  the  member 
for  Wumate),  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
Whether  it  is  not  in  his  power  as  Commis- 
sioner of  Customs  to  declare  sheep- shears  to 
be  artificers*  tools;  and,  if  so,  will  he  so 
declare,  so  that  these  articles,  which  are  tools 
of  trade,  may  be  admitted  duty-free  ? 

Mr.  WABD  might  inform  the  honourable 
member  that  what  he  suggested  could  not  be 
done. 

NOBTH  CANTEBBUBY  BOABD  OF 
EDUCATION. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, When  there  is  a  probability  of  the  North 
Canterbury  Board  of  Education  being  informed 
of  the  amount  that  will  be  available  for  school- 
building  purposes  during  the  current  year  ? 
He  need  not  remind  the  Minister  of  Education 
that  there  was  a  very  large  number  of  trades- 
men out  of  work,  especially  in  and  around 
Christchurch,  and  it  was  very  desirable  that 
the  Education  Board  should  know  as  speedily 
as  |K>ssible  what  amount  of  money  would  be 
available  for  building  purposes,  in  order  that 
they  might  enter  into  contracts,  which,  at  any 
rate,  would  relieve  the  labour-market  of  the 
state  of  congestion  which  he  had  just  indi- 
cated. 

Mr.  BEEVES  had  to  say,  in  reply,  that  as 
soon  as  the  House  voted  the  sum  which  the 
House  would  permit  to  be  allocated  for  school- 
buildings  he  would  know  what  would  be  the 
sum  available  this  year,  and,  as  soon  as  he 
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knew  that,  he  would  take  steps  to  let  the  Board 
know. 

N.  FBYDAY. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Premier,  When  he 
will  lay  hefore  this  House  the  report  and  evi- 
dence of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  case  of  Mr.  N.  Fryday  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  honourahle  mem- 
ber might  first  of  all  ask  the  question,  Will  the 
Qovemment  lay  the  report  and  evidence  referred 
to  upon  the  table  ?  The  honourable  gentleman 
assumed  that  they  had  agreed  to  do  this,  and 
asked  when  they  were  going  to  do  it.  It  had 
not  been  ordered  by  the  House,  and  he  did  not 
know  that  the  Government  was  called  on  to 
answer  the  question  at  all. 

Mr.  TTAMTiTK  thanked  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  said  he  would  put  the  question  in 
another  way. 

IMPERIAL-GUARANTEED  DEBEN- 
TURES. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, There  having  been  no  correspondence 
between  the  Government  and  the  Agent- 
General  on  the  subject  of  the  guaranted  de- 
bentures, as  shown  by  the  **Nir*  return  No. 
186h,  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House  on  the 
15th  August :  (1)  With  whom  the  Government 
corresponded,  and  by  whom  was  it  advised,  in 
respect  of  the  4-per-cent.  Imperial-guaranteed 
debentures  recently  converted  and  amounting 
to  £252,807 ;  also  (2),  for  what  reasons  was  such 
conversion  of  Imperial-guaranteed  debentures 
(having  twenty-two  years'  currency)  sanctioned 
by  the  Government;  (8)  on  what  terms  was 
such  conversion  effected;  and  (4)  has  the 
the  balance  of  these  £500,000  4-per-cent.  gua- 
ranteed debentures,  1863,  been  converted,  or  is 
it  now  in  process  of  conversion,  or  has  its  con- 
version been  sanctioned  ?  The  question  fairly 
set  out  what  he  wished  to  know,  so  that  it  did 
not  require  much  explanation.  The  last  quar- 
ter's returns  showed  that  part  of  the  guaran- 
teed debentures  of  1868  had  been  converted, 
and  it  was  desirable  to  know  by  whose  advice, 
and  for  what  reasons,  that  had  been  done. 
Then,  with  the  Imperial  guarantee,  and  the 
long  currency,  it  was  certain  that  a  large  pre- 
mium must  have  been  paid  to  obtain  them. 
He  therefore  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
kindly  answer  the  question  as  put  under  the 
several  headings. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  only  return  referred  to 
in  the  question  put  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber related  to  correspondence  connected  with 
guaranteed  debentures  issued  under  the  Inuni- 
gration  and  Public  Works  Loan  Act  of  1870. 
Questions  Nos.  (1)  and  (4)  referred  to  the  gua- 
ranteed debentures  issued  under  the  New 
Zealand  Loan  Act  of  1863,  and  concerning  the 
conversion  of  which  correspondence  was  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Printer,  and  would  be 
ready  shortly,  and  be  placed  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked,  would  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  answer  Nos.  (8)  and  (4)  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  the  whole  of  the  in- 
formation the  honourable  gentleman  asked  for 
Mr.  Beeves 


would  be  given  in  the  correspondence  to  whiob 
he  referred. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  information 
given  in  that  way  might  come  to  hand  too  late 
to  be  of  use.  He  thought  his  question  was  ft 
fair  question,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  on 
answer. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  correspondence  was  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Printer,  and  as  soon  as  it 
was  ready  it  would  be  placed  on  the  table.  In. 
order  to  answer  the  question  he  required  to  be 
certain  of  every  detail.  He  did  not  think  he 
should  be  called  on  to  answer  it  in  detail.  Aa 
soon  as  the  correspondence  was  received  front 
the  Printer  it  would  be  laid  on  the  table.  That 
did  not  mean  delay. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  wished  to  know  if  he 
was  to  understand  that  the  Colonial  Treasures 
was  unable,  or  that  he  was  unwilling,  to  answer 
the  question. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  responsible  for  his  own  understanding  ;  he 
(Mr.  Ward)  was  not. 

RAILWAY  SALOON-CARRIAGES. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  Will  he  ob- 
tain from  the  Railway  Commissioners  a  photo- 
graph of  one  of  the  new  saloon  -  carriages^ 
recently  built  at  the  Government  railway 
shops,  and  place  the  same  in  the  lobby  of  the 
House ;  and  will  the  Minister  indicate  whether 
all  the  materials  of  construction  of  such  car- 
riages were  of  New  Zealand  manufacture ;  and 
will  the  Premier  also  state  whether  sucli. 
carriages  cost  the  colony  a  greater  or  lesser 
amount  than  would  be  paid  for  similar  dasa 
and  style  of  carriages  imported  from  England 
or  America  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioners would  be  conununicated  with  on  the 
subject. 

TARANAKI  HIGHWAYMAN. 

Lfr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  are  aware  that,  after  the  Magistrate  at 
New  Plymouth  had  passed  a  sentence  of  seven 
days'  solitary  confinement  on  bread  and  water 
on  the  now  notorious  Taranaki  highwayman 
Wallath,  for  breaking  out  of  the  insecure  prison- 
yard  at  New  Plymouth,  the  Gaoler  asked  the 
said  Magistrate  to  revise  the  sentence  and  put 
the  said  prisoner  in  irons,  so  that  he  could  more 
easily  retain  him  in  safe  custody  ?  The  reason 
he  asked  this  question  was  this :  Some  of  the 
people  at  New  Plymouth  the  other  day  drew 
his  attention  to  this  case,  and  asked  him  to 
bring  it  imder  the  notice  of  the  Government,, 
believing  the  time  had  not  arrived  when  they 
should  resort  to  such  a  state  of  afiairs  as  pre* 
vailed  in  Russia. 

Mr.  REEVES  said.  No,  the  Government  were 
not  aware  of  what  was  stated  in  the  question ; . 
but  he  had  to  assure  the  honourable  member 
that  he  was  apparently  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion in  regard  to  the  way  in  which  prisoners 
of  a  certain  class  were  treated.  So  faf  from 
its  being  an  unknown  thing  to  put  prison- 
breakers  in  irons  in  New  Zealand,  it  was  the 
usual  practice,  and  it  was  done  in  pursuance; 
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«f  section  7  of  the  Prisons  Act  Amendment  Act 
of  1883.  Bnt,  as  he  said,  he  was  not  aware  it 
had  been  done  in  this  case,  and  he  would  ask 
and  see. 

WANGANUI  HOSPITAL  ATTENDANT. 

Mr.  WILLIS  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  it  has  been  brought  under  his  notice 
that  a  male  attendant  of  the  Wanganui  Hos- 
pital named  Tarrant,  who  made  certain  charges 
against  oike  of  the  female  nurses  of  grave  mis- 
isondnct,  was  dismissed,  notwithstanding  that 
such  charge  was  found,  after  inquiry  by  Dr. 
MacOregor,  to  be  correct  ?  In  asking  this  ques- 
tion he  would  like  to  state  the  circumstances 
which  surrounded  the  matter.  Some  time  ago 
in  the  Wao^nui  Hospital  a  certain  case  came 
to  the  notice  of  an  attendant  in  charge — a 
man  named  Tarrant— of  immorality  occurring 
in  the  buildiug.  As  soon  as  Tarrant  became 
aware  of  the  facts  he  communicated  with 
the  Hospital  authorities,  and  an  inquiry  was 
held  by  the  Board,  and  a  decision  was  come 
to  to  the  effect  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
ground  to  justify  the  case  proceeding  further. 
At  the  time  this  created  a  very  strong  feeling 
in  Wanganui  that  the  case  had  not  been  pro- 
perly dealt  with,  and  that  further  action  was 
necessary.  Certain  letters  were  published,  and 
-this  man  Tarrant  was  dismissed  from  the 
Hospital  on  the  ground  that  if  he  were  not  so 
dismissed  the  matron  and  other  attendants  be- 
longing to  the  Hospital  would  leave  it.  A 
deputation  waited  on  the  Minister  of  Justice 
with  the  request  that  he  would  cause  an  in- 
quiry to  be  made  into  the  circumstances.  The 
result  of  that  inquiry  was  that  Dr.  MacGregor 
reported  that  there  had  been  a  case  of  im- 
morality, and  that,  substantially,  the  charges 
made  by  this  man  were  correct.  For  making 
those  charges,  that  man,  who  had  strictly  done 
his  duty — he  had  been  in  the  Hospital  for  a 
period  of  seven  years,  and  had  an  excellent 
character  and  good  testimonials  —  was  sum- 
marily dismissed,  simply  because  the  other 
attendants  connected  with  the  Hospital 

Captain  RUSSELL  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
This  was  a  very  grave  charge  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  making. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said  the  charge  had  been  sus- 
tained. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  making  a  statement  as  to  the  facts 
npon  which  his  question  was  founded.  If 
there  was  any  doubt  about  the  facts,  then 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  introducing 
debatable  matter,  and  was  not  entitled  to  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said  the  statement  was  made 
to  him  by  Dr.  MacGregor  himself  two  days  pre- 
viously that  the  charge  of  immorality  had  been 
flustained,  and  that,  although  in  the  report  it 
was  stated  as  an  impropriety,  he  meant  im- 
morality.   These  were  his  exact  words. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  not  be  entitled  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion except  on  a  motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  He  could  only  explain  his  ques- 
tion. 


Mr.  WILLIS  was  not  going  any  further. 
Those  were  the  simple  facts  of  the  case,  and  he 
thought,  in  the  interests  of  justice,  there  should 
be  a  satisfactoiT  reply  to  the  question. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  aware,  he  promised  the  deputa- 
tion that  he  would  send  Dr.  MacGregor  to  the 
Wanganui  Hospital  to  inquire  into  this  charge 
of  inunonJity  or  misconduct  against  a  certam 
servant  of  the  Hospital.  Dr.  MacGregor,  in  due 
course,  sent  in  a  report,  and  the  report  virtually 
was  that  the  charge  of  impropriety  had  been 
sustained.  He  also  informed  him  (Mr.  Reeves) 
that  the  person  so  charged  had  left  the  Hos- 
pital, and  also  her  situation.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  did  not  see  any  use  in  pursuing 
the  matter  so  far  as  she  was  concerned.  He 
was  exceedingly  sorry  for  the  poor  creature, 
and  he  did  not  see  any  use  in  going  on  hunt- 
ing her  down  in  any  way.  As  regarded  the 
position  of  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Board,  he  was  not  called  on,  of  course,  to  pass 
any  opinion  on  that,  nor  was  he  in  a  position 
to  do  so.  All  he  Imew  was  that  the  man  who 
made  the  accusation  had  been  dismissed  from 
the  Hospital.  That  was  true,  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  stated.  He  had  also  been 
told  that  it  was  strenuously  denied  that  his 
dismissal  had  anything  to  do  with  his  action  in 
this  matter.    That  was  all  he  knew  of  the  case. 

MANGAMUKA  HOTEL. 

Mr.  KAPA  asked  the  Minister  in  Charge  of 
Native  Affairs,  Whether  the  Government  have 
received  a  petition  from  certain  Ngapuhi  chiefs 
in  the  Hokianga  district,  protesting  against 
the  opening  of  a  hotel  at  Mangamuka,  it  being 
a  Native  district,  and  the  Maoris  there  being 
opposed  to  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  ?  He 
put  his  question  in  consequence  of  having  re- 
ceived a  number  of  letters  from  the  Natives  in 
the  Hokianga  district  protesting  against  the 
issue  of  a  license  in  their  district.  The  Natives 
said  that  some  time  ago,  about  the  20th  July, 
the;^  sent  a  petition  to  the  Government  on  the 
subject.  The  petition  was  signed  by  some 
fifty-two  Natives,  and  they  pointed  out  that  it 
was  purely  a  Native  district,  that  there  were 
only  two  European  houses  in  it,  and  that  they 
protested  against  a  license  for  a  hotel  being 
granted  there.  Perhaps  the  Government  were 
in  possession  of  the  facts  in  connection  witii 
the  issue  of  this  license,  which  was  granted  on 
the  1st  of  July.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  accede  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
and  refuse  to  issue  the  license,  because  it  was 
purely  a  Native  district,  and  it  would  not  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Natives  that  liquors  had 
been  sold  there. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  Government  entirely 
sympathized  with  any  effort  made  by  the 
Natives  to  ]^revent  the  issue  of  licenses  to 
houses  in  their  districts.  He  might  say  that 
the  petition  had  been  received,  and  had  been 
forwarded  to  the  Resident  Magistrate  for  his 
report,  which  had  not  yet  been  received.  At 
the  same  time  he  did  not  see  at  present  how 
the  Government  could  interfere,  because  the 
license  was  issued  by  the  Licensing  Committee.. 
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WAIROA  BOADS. 

Captain  BUSSELL  asked  the  Minifltet  of 
Ijanos,  If  he  will  place  on  the  snpplementacy 
estimates  a  sum  of  money  to  aid  the  settlers 
in  Waixoa  County  to  open  np  the  line  of  road 
snxveyed  by  Captain  Tnmer,  and  thereby  add 
materialW  to  the  value  of  lajqge  areas  of  Crown 
lands  still  unsold  in  the  district  ?  Some  little 
time  ago  the  Minister  of  Lands  led  him  to 
hope  that  something  would  be  done  in  this 
matter.  Since  then  the  ratepayers  in  the  dis* 
trict  had  decided  to  raise  a  loan  for  a  bridge 
over  the  river;  and  he  was  informed  by  the 
looal  authorities  that  82,000  acres  of  Crown 
lands  would  be  benefited  by  the  construction 
of  the  road.  Communication  by  wheel  at  pre- 
sent was  almost  impossible,  but  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  give  a  sum  towards  the  work  the 
road  would  be  formed  as  far  as  Mohaka,  and 
the  cost  of  the  road  would  be  more  thau  re- 
couped by  the  enhanced  value  of  the  land. 

MX.  J.  Mckenzie  said  the  subject  was 
nnder  the  consideration  of  the  Government, 
and  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  do  something  in 
tiie  matter. 

C.  J.  RUSSELL. 

Mr.  SANDFOBD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,— (1.)  Whether  he  is  aware  that  some 
three  thousand  residents  of  Christohuroh  and 
vicinity  have  petitioned  the  Gbvemor  in  Coun- 
oil  for  oertam  relief  to  Charles  James  Bus- 
flell,  medical  practitioner,  of  Christchurch  ? 
42.)  Will  the  Minister  inform  the  House  whe- 
ther the  petitions  have  been  considered  and 
sepUes  sent  to  the  petitioners  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES  replied  that  Mr.  Bussell  had 
been  informed  that  his  name  could  not  be 
registered,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  provision 
in  the  Act  by  which  a  medical  officer  could  be 
reinstated  whose  name  had  been  erased  in  the 
way  Mr.  Bussell's  had  been. 

ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  BILL. 

Sir  J.  HALL  rose  to  a  poiut  of  order.  A  Bill 
had  been  introduced  by  the  Government  which 
would  make  it  oompulsoiy  for  endowed  schools, 
which  had  endowments  out  of  public  money, 
to  spend  a  specified  sum  in  scholarships. 
Amongst  those  schools  was  included  one  which 
bad  been  established  by  the  Canterbuiy  Associa- 
tion— ^namely,  Christ's  College,  Christchurch. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  this  wae  not, 
strictly  speakiug,  a  private  Bill,  seeing  that 
it  dealt  with  the  property  of  a  college  founded 
by  the  Canterbury  Association,  and  which  was 
endowed  with  a  certain  proportion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  land  by  the  settlers  of  Canterbury. 
He  had  learned  from  a  communication  from 
the  Christ's  College  authorities  that  this  Bill, 
which  affected  them  so  much,  had  been  intro- 
duced without  their  knowledge,  and  that  they 
had  never  seen  a  copy  of  it  until  he  sent  one 
down.  Such  a  course,  he  thought,  was  highly 
improper.  He  would  ask  Mr.  Speaker  to  say, 
not  mmiediately,  but  after  consideration, 
whether  it  was  not  a  private  Bill. 

Mr.  BEEVES,  while  admitting  that  the 
honoutable  gentleman  had  a  perfect  right  to 


raise  a  point  of  order,  did  not  admit  thailM' 
had  a  right,  under  cover  of  raising  that  point 
of  order,  to  make  charges  of  improper  conduct 
against  the  Government.  He  thought  that  w«» 
a  gross  breach  of  order,  and  would  ask  Mr. 
Speaker's  ruling  on  &e  subject. 

Sir  J.  HALL  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  right,  and  would  withdraw  what  he 
had  said  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said,  with  regard  to  tha 
status  of  the  Bill,  he  had  not  looked  at  clauao 
2  until  now,  but  there  appeared  to  be  soma 
ground  for  the  position  taken  up  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  EUesmere.  He  would  look 
into  the  matter,  and  would  give  his  decision 
on  the  next  sitting-day,  and  if  he  were  than 
in  doubt  he  would  take  the  usual  course  ot 
referring  the  Bill  to  the  Joint  Committee. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said,  had  it  been  intended 
to  push  the  Bill  od  immediately  after  its  intro- 
duction, steps  would  have  been  taken  to  give 
warning  to  the  Christ's  College  authoritieSb 
He  might  say  he  also  had  received  a  letter 
from  uiose  authorities  on  the  subject,  and> 
therefore  they  were  thoroughly  informed  on 
the  matter.  The  nature  of  the  Bill  had  alsa 
been  published  in  the  newspapers,  so  that  the 
authorities  of  the  College  must  be  fully  ac- 
quainted with  what  was  being  done.  The  Bill 
had  been  printed  and  circulated  for  some  little 
time,  and  there  had  been  no  undue  haste  in 
pushing  it  on.  He  would  be  quite  satisfied  if 
the  BiU  came  up  and  was  dealt  with  in  the 
ordinary  course. 

Mr.  BHODES  asked  whether  the  Minister  of 
Education  had  sent  copies  of  the  Bill  to  all 
secondary  schools. 

Mr.  BEEVES  thought  they  all  knew  of  it» 
but  he  would  look  into  the  matter. 

DEFENCE. 

Captain  BUSSELL  asked  what  steps  the 
Government  intended  to  take  with  re^cd  to 
Colonel  Fox's  report,  and  when  the  House 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  thought  of  proposing 
certain  resolutions  to  the  House,  and  fixing 
a  time  for  their  consideration.  It  might  pos- 
sibly be  next  week. 

NEW  ZEALAND  INSTITUTE  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  for  leave  to  introduce 
this  Bill. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  it  was  not  usual  to  dis- 
cuss leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  but  there  were 
so  many  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper  at  this 
period  of  the  session  that  he  thou^t  the  Pre- 
mier should  give  some  idea  of  the  contents  of 
the  Bill  that  he  now  proposed  to  introduce, 
and  whether  the  Government  seriously  con- 
templated the  passing  of  it.  In  view  of  the 
expression  of  opinion  that  had  been  given  on 
this  particular  subject  the  other  evening,  he 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  ask  what  the  Pre- 
mier really  intended. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
Government  to  economize  as  far  as  practicable, 
and  they  thought  economy  could  be  praotieedk 
in  respect  to  this  Institute.     It  was  on  the- 
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\  of  eoonomy  tiiat  they  inteikded  to  legU- 

lAta  on  the  subject. 
Motion  agieed  to,  aad  BUI  read  a  first  time. 

BETTERMENTS  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  for  leave  to  intiodaoe 
thisBiU. 

Six  J.  HALL  wished  to  point  out  that  what 
was  understood  by  the  term  "  betterment "  in- 
volve a  very  large  principle  indeed,  and  one 
which  was  far-reaohing,  affecting  all  land  bene- 
fited by  public  works.  He  presumed  this  BUI 
would  embody  that  principle,  and  seek  to  put 
it  in  force  m  the  oolony.  He  thought  the 
bringing-forward  of  a  proposal  of  this  kind  at 
the  ipresent  stage  of  the  session  deserved  con- 
aideiation.  What  was  the  position  in  which 
they  found  themselves?  Two  months  out  of 
the  usual  three  for  which  a  session  generally 
lasted  were  over,  and  what  was  the  eonount  of 
work  before  them?  There  were  on  the  Order 
Paper  eighty-eight  Bills,  most  of  which  had 
not  yet  been  read  a  second  time,  including 
many  important  measures  which  would  create 
considerable  discussion.  With  regard  to  the 
Alooholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  BiU,  down  for 
this  evening,  he  thought  there  must  be  some 
mistake,  for  surely  the  Premier  could  not  ex- 
pect them  to  discuss  the  second  reading  of  a 
Bill  which  was  only  put  into  their  hands  the 
pcevious  evening.  In  addition  to  these  eighty- 
eight  Bills,  there  were  five  of  which  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  had  given  notice  that  afternoon, 
there  were  seven  before  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, and  eight  or  ten  before  Select  Committees. 
They  were  therefore  in  the  position  that,  being 
alreiaMly  in  the  third  month  of  the  session,  there 
were  more  than  one  hundred  Bills  before  Par- 
liament, and  the  Minister  proposed  to  intro- 
duce another,  involving  a  principle  which  must 
arouse  vei^  considerable  discussion.  He  B£ad, 
without  wishing  to  be  ofiensive,  that  it  was  an 
absolute  farce  to  introduce  a  Bill  of  that  kind 
at  this  stage  of  the  session.  Ministers  did  not 
expect,  they  did  not  dream,  they  did  not  want 
to  carry  Bills  of  that  kind ;  they  simply  wanted 
a  few  electioneering  cries  with  which  to  go  to 
the  elections  and  say,  "  Here  are  Bills  which 
would  have  been  passed  but  for  a  factious  and 
ohetmctive  Opposition."  It  was,  as  he  had 
Mkid,  an  absolute  farce  to  bring  in  Bills  of  this 
kind  at  this  period  of  the  session :  but,  of  course, 
the  Premier  had  an  obedient  majority  at  his 
back  who  would  support  him.  If  it  were  of 
any  use  at  all  he  would  take  a  division  on  the 
■ubject,  and  ask  the  House  to  say  whether  they 
were  not  tired  of  the  Government  introducing 
Bills  which  they  had  no  intention  of  passing 
into  law. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  never  known  ex- 
•eption  taken  before  to  a  Government  placing 
belore  the  House  and  the  people  legislation 
which  they  considered  to  be  necessary  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  objecting  before  he  had  seen  the  Bill 
and  without  knowing  its  contents.  In  the 
absence  of  the  nominal  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion they  had  now  to  the  front  the  real  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  and  he  was  disclosing  to 


the  House  and  to  the  country  what  the  tac- 
tics of  the  Opposition  had  been— one,  that  no 
business  should  be  proceeded  with ;  and  two, 
that  the  Government  should  not  have  the 
right  of  introducing  necessary  legislation.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said,  **at  this  stage  of 
the  session.*'  For  two  months  afternoon  after 
afternoon  had  been  taken  up  by  honourable 
members,  some  of  whom  were  not  controlled 
by  the  honourable  gentleman ;  and  they  had  had 
desultory  debates  on  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  They  had  got  the  Finanpial  Statement 
through,  and  one  or  two  matters  of  some  im- 
portance—the Electoral  Bill,  for  instance,  which 
the  Gk>venunent  insisted  upon  having  carried 
through ;  and  now,  when  it  came  to  necessary 
legislation,  which  the  country  had  been  told  of 
their  intention  to  introduce — ^it  had  been  lore- 
shadowed  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne — they 
were  told  they  had  no  right  to  introduce  it. 
He  said  they  had  a  right  to  take  the  country 
into  their  confidence  and  the  House  into 
their  confidence.  Jf  this  measure  had  been 
passed  years  ago  it  would  have  been  a  good 
thing  for  the  counloy.  It  would  have  stopped 
large  borrowing;  it  would  have  stopped  the 
enhancing  of  the  value  of  large  estates  to  the 
detriment  of  the  country  and  to  the  i>rofit  of 
the  owners.  It  was  a  Bill  upon  which  the 
Government  laid  a  great  deal  of  stress.  If 
they  .were  to  stop  the  cry  for  borrowing  the 
Government  said  a  portion  of  the  increment  of 
properties  which  would  improve  in  value  by 
the  construction  of  public  works  should  come 
to  the  people.  He  took  this  opportunity  of 
protesting  emphatically  against  the  course 
proposed.  Members  were  now  paid  so  much  a 
year,  and  the  country  had  a  right  to  demand 
their  services  so  long  as  there  was  work  for 
them  to  do.  It  might  suit  the  Opposition  to 
talk  about  being  now  in  the  second  month  of  the 
session,  and  preparing  for  going  home ;  they 
would  say  afterwards,  "  There  is  the  result  of 
your  payment  of  members.  They  receive  £240, 
and  what  work  do  they  do?  No  laws  have 
been  passed.  It  means  this :  The  Government 
simply  want  to  bring  them  there  ;  the  Govern- 
ment are  responsible  for  the  waste  of  time. 
They  have  the  largest  majority  in  tiie  history 
of  Parliament ;  and  what  have  they  done  ?  *' 
He  (Mr.  Seddon)  knew  what  the  honourable 
gentlemen's  tactics  were.  The  Government 
would  ask  honourable  members  to  consider 
that  the  country  expected  them  to  do  their 
duty  to  the  country,  and  they  would  not  be 
doing  their  duty  to  the  country  unless  they 
passed  such  laws  as  would  eventually  prove 
beneficial  to  the  people  of  the  country.  This 
Bill  was  one  of  those  necessary  laws,  and  he 
was  very  sorry  it  had  not  been  on  the  statute- 
book  years  ago.  A  number  of  the  Bills  the 
honourable  gentleman  mentioned  had  been 
before  the  country  the  previous  session,  and 
some  of  them  had  been  reintroduced  three  or 
four  times.  The  country  was  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  those  measures,  and  would  not 
be  taken  by  surprise  if  they  were  passed  into 
law  now.  He  undertook  to  say  that  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  only  assist  the 
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Government  they  conid  go  thftngh  the  Order 
Paper  and  do  full  justice  to  the  whole  of  the 
Bills  in  a  week. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— What  about  the 
Public  Works  Statement? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  said  that  as  soon 
as  the  necessary  legislation  was  passed  the 
Public  Works  Statement  would  be  brought 
down.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  would  only 
pass  those  Bills  that  had  been  mentioned  they 
should  have  the  Statement  next  day,  and  he 
would  allow  this  Bill  to  stand  over  till  the 
Statement  had  come  down.  The  number  of 
Bills  on  the  Order  Paper  was  not  so  large  as  at 
the  same  period  of  the  session  last  year,  and 
they  had  a  reasonable  hope  that  the  great 
majority  of  them  would  become  law. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS  SALE  CONTROL 
BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  I  will  meet  at  the  outset 
the  objection  that  has  been  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere — ^namely, 
that  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  that 
the  Government  should  go  on  with  this  Bill, 
or  attempt  to  pass  its  second  reading,  seeing 
that  the  Bill  itself  was  only  circulated  yester- 
day afternoon.  Sir,  I  say  that  this  question  of 
the  control  of  the  liquor  traffic  has  been  before 
the  House  the  whole  of  the  session.  From  the 
first  day  of  the  session,  almost,  we  had  the  Bill 
introduced  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Peninsula.  We  had  then  the  Direct  Veto  Bill 
introduced  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua,  and  then  we  had  introduced  again 
by  him  the  Licensing  Act  Amendment  Bill. 
We  had  then  a  Bill  introduced  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Pish) — 
also  an  amendment  of  the  Licensing  Act.  We 
had  therefore  four  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper. 
But  we  have  had  more  than  that.  We  have  nad 
during  the  recess  an  agitation  going  on  in  the 
country,  and  I  undertake  to  say  there  is  no 
subject  upon  which  honourable  members  are  so 
conversant  as  upon  the  liquor  traffic  and  the 
necessity  for  its  control  and  regulation.  Sir,  I 
take  it  that  the  debate  we  had  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua  would  almost 
suffice, — that  nothing  should  be  wanted  to  be 
done  except  a  simple  explanation  from  me  of 
the  Bill  that  is  now  before  the  House.  Sir, 
the  House  is  not  taken  by  surprise.  There  is 
nothing  in  this  Bill  to  surprise  them,  and 
there  should  be  no  such  objection  taken  as  that 
taken  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
— unless  delay  was  desired :  I  •  can  under- 
stand that.  The  Government  have  been  twitted 
outside  the  House,  inside  the  House,  and  in  the 
lobbies  with  not  being  sincere  in  this  ques- 
tion :  it  has  been  said  tnat  we  did  not  desire  to 
go  on  with  this  Bill, — that  we  adjourned  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Inangahua,  and  that  that  was  the  last 
honourable  members  would  hear  of  it.  And 
when  the  Government,  in  this  and  other  mat- 
ters, prove  by  stubborn  facts  that  we  are  sin- 
Mr,  Seddon 


cere,  and  bring  down  our  measures,  before  tfad 
House  gets  an  opportunity  to  have  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill  proceeded  with,  then  the 
first  cry  is,  **  Postpone ;  give  honourable  mem- 
bers an  opportunity  of  further  considering."  It 
is  unreasonable  to  expect  we  should  go  on  for 
ever.  There  is  not  a  member  in  the  Hoose 
but  is  fully  prepared  to  go  on  and  discuss  this 
question  and  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  it. 
Sir,  this  is  a  large  question.  I  say  that  I 
belieye  the  time  has  arrived  that  it  should  be 
grappled  with.  We  say  that  social  reform  in 
the  way  indicated  in  this  measure  is  an  abso- 
lute necessity.  We  say  that  this  traffic  should 
be  regulated.  We  see  daily,  hourly,  before  vlb 
this  necessity;  and  though  the  Government* 
perhaps,  and  though  members  here  may  be 
twitted  for  not  having  taken  action  sooner,  yet» 
now  the  Bill  is  before  the  House,  we  should  not 
be  asked  to  further  procrastinate.  I  should  say 
myself  that  all  good  colonists  would  only  be  too 

S leased  to  see  that  this  House  this  session  has 
etermined  to  deal  with  this  question.  It  gives 
an  opportunity  of  having  settled,  once  and  for 
all,  a  question  that,  when  the  next  appeal  is 
made  to  the  people,  must  otherwise  be  a  dis- 
turbing element.  We  should  find  large  ques- 
tions of  policy  subordinated  to  this  particular 
question,  and  I  should  say  the  result  would 
be  very  detrimental  to  both  sides  of  the  House. 
I  should  say  that  not  only  the  Government  sup- 
porters, but  the  members  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House  also  should  be  only  too  glad 
that  the  Government  is  giving  honourable 
members  this  session  an  opportunity  of  deal- 
ing with  the  question.  We  know  that  there 
are  extreme  views  held  upon  this  question  by 
those  who  are  for  entire  prohibition,  who  would 
not  allow  liquor  to  be  manufactured  at  aU, 
who  would,  at  great  risk  and  at  great  expense, 
prevent  its  being  brought  into  the  country, 
and  who  say  unkind  and  uncharitable  things 
of  those  who  even  take  a  little  in  moderation. 
Well,  Sir,  it  would  be  of  no  use  for  the  Govern- 
ment, or  for  Parliament,  to  attempt  to  please 
the  people  who  hold  these  extreme  views.  Let 
me  be  honest  to  those  who  hold  these  views.  I 
say  there  are  amongst  them  many  philanthro- 
pists whose  endeavour  is  to  do  what  is  good 
for  their  fellows,  and  who,  at  considerable  ex- 
pense and  inconvenience,  make  great  sacrifices 
in  the  interests  of  their  fellow-men.  To  these 
I  give  every  credit.  Then,  we  have  other 
extremists,  those  whom  I  may  designate  as 
"reformed  topers*' — those  whose  experiences 
have  been  such  that  they  have  seen  the  error  of 
their  ways — and  they  are  prepared  to  go  to  a 
greater  extreme  than  the  philanthropist,  and 
do  not  hesitate  sometimes  to  hold  themselves 
up  as  shocking  examples.  While,  I  say,  it  would 
be  impossible,  under  these  circumstances,  to 
meet  the  extreme  views  expressed,  or  to  take 
the  extreme  course  we  are  asked  to  take- 
while  there  are  extremists  on  the  one  side, 
there  are  also  extremists  on  the  other.  There 
are  some.  Sir,  engaged  in  the  trade,  some  who 
hold  very  good  positions  in  this  country, 
having  amassed  considerable  wealth  by  the 
traffic,  who  have  not  the  slightest  consoiouaness 
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there  was  anything  wrong  done  ;  and  they  care 
not  one  lot,  but  think  there  should  be  free- 
trade  in  liquor — no  restriction,  regulation,  or 
control.  They  are  indifferent  as  to  the  welfare 
of  their  fellows.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me 
to  say  I  would  attempt,  or  ask  the  House  to 
attempt,  to  legislate  in  such  a  way  as  to  please 
these  extremists ;  but  I  do  say  this :  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Government,  it  is  the  bounden 
duty  of  Parliament,  to  place  this  trade  imder 
restriction,  and  to  enable  the  people  to  exer- 
cise a  vote  as  to  its  regulation  and  control. 
Sir,  it  has  been  said  in  this  House  that  as  a 
result  of  our  liquor  traffic  and  trade  there  have 
been  poverty,  degradation,  vice,  and  crime. 
Sir,  I  think  tiiat  is  taking  an  extreme  view. 
It  would  in  some  instances  be  perfectly  true, 
bat  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  laid  down  as  a 
general  principle,  or  be  accepted  on  the  whole. 
I  think  statements  of  that  kind — ^statements 
which  are  not  entirely  correct — do  harm.  Sir,  I 
must  ask  the  House  now  to  look  at  the  question 
and  to  face  it,  making  due  inquiry  as  to  our 
present  position.  Notibiing  was  said  by  the 
Government  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
as  to  any  intention  of  dealing  with  this  matter 
this  session.  We  must  bear  in  mind  that 
what  has  caused  this  question  to  come  up 
BO  forcibly  and  so  recently  WEks  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  litigation  going  on  between  the 
contending  parties  in  the  Sydenham  Licensing 
District;  and,  Sir,  whilst  during  the  recess 
the  temperance  party  were  satisfied  to  have 
the  locsJ  -  option  clauses,  with  the  powers 
that  they  considered  were  given  to  the  Com- 
mittees under  the  Act,  and  whilst  during  last 
election  certain  pledges  were  exacted  from 
members  of  the  House,  it  was  only  when  the 
decisions  of  Judge  Denniston  were  given, 
limiting  the  power  of  the  Committees,  on  the 
ground  of  incurable  bias,  that  the  freedom 
of  speech  of  candidates  seeking  election  to  a 
Ijicensing  Committee  was  taken  away.  That 
was  the  effect  of  the  decision— that  is,  that  if 
a  candidate  had  expressed  an  opinion,  and 
stated  what  he  would  do  if  returned,  then, 
having  made  that  statement,  if  he  acted  ac- 
cordingly, his  vote,  and  the  action  of  the 
Committee  if  consequent  upon  that  vote,  was 
by  that  decision  set  aside. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — And  properly  so,  too. 

Mr.  SEDD ON.— "Properly  so,  too,"  says 
an  honourable  member.  Well,  apply  that  to 
members  of  Parliament,  to  members  of  County 
Councils,  to  Harbour  Boards,  and  other  repre- 
sentative bodies,  and  we  should  have  no  free- 
dom at  all.  And  I  will  say  that  I  imderstood 
all  along  that  freedom  was  given.  When  I 
found  it  was  not  so  I  was  surprised,  and  felt 
that,  so  far  as  I  could,  I  should  be  only  too 
glad  to  restore  what  were  considered  to  be 
the  rights  of  Licensing  Committeemen  when 
the  Licensing  Act  was  passed  in  1881.  As 
a  result  of  Judge  Denniston's  decision,  sup- 
ported as  it  has  been  by  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
we  had  the  prohibition  crusade ;  we  had  emis- 
saries sent  round  by  the  temperance  party  to 
all  parts  of  the  colonv.  The  result  of  this 
orasade  has  been  the  bringing  of  the  subject 


prominently  before  the  House  and  the  countzy, 
and  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion this  session.  I  feel  satisfied  myself  that 
when  the  crusade  was  agreed  upon  it  was  only 
thought  to  pave  the  way  for  the  next  general 
election.  It  was  not  thought  that  Parliament 
would  deal  with  the  question  this  session — in 
fact,  it  was  stated  so  openly;  but  the  result 
has  been  that  Parliament  has  considered  it 
necessary  to  deal  with  it  now.  I  am  speaking, 
I  believe,  the  view  of  nearly  every  member  of 
the  House  on  this  subject  when  we  say  that 
we  are  convinced  that  the  time  has  arrived 
when  we  should  pass  a  Bill  through  Parlia- 
ment dealing  with  this  question  once  and  for 
all,  and  in  such  a  way  as  will,  at  all  events, 
satisfy  the  moderate  people  in  this  country. 
I  have  said  that,  as  one  of  the  results  of  the 
temperance  crusade,  we  have  had  a  number  of 
Bills  placed  upon  the  Order  Paper  and  brought 
under  the  notice  of  honourable  members. 
Action  has  also  been  taken  by  persona  engaged 
in  the  trade :  they  have  had  meetings,  they  have 
banded  together,  and  they  aie  taking  steps  to 
frustrate  the  action  and  the  works  of  the  pio- 
hibitionists.  And  we  know  that  when  the  time 
comes  for  a  dissolution,  and, we  are  sent  to  the 
country,  and  the  electors  sure  asked  to  send 
men  to  legislate,  not  upon  one  given  subject, 
but  upon  all  subjects  needing  legislation  in 
the  interests  of  the  country  —  we  know  that 
there  are  two  parties,  and,  no  matter  what  a 
candidate's  fitness  for  the  position  of  a  member 
of  Parliament  may  be,  we  Jmow  that  unless  he 
is  prepared  to  commit  himself  on  either  one 
side  or  the  other,  and  to  abandon  that  in- 
dependence which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  a 
member  of  this  House — unless  he  is  prepared 
to  do  that,  the  result  will  be  that  probably  we 
shall  have  the  best  men  excluded  from  Par- 
liament. And  I  say,  seeing  that  these  two 
parties  are  in  this  position,  it  is  our  bounden 
duty  to  step  in  and  pass  a  measure  which  will 
pass  by  these  parties  and  do  justice  to  the 
country,  resting  satisfied  that  the  House  has 
done  justice  to  them  and  their  convictions.  I 
will  not  refer  to  a  previous  debate,  though  I 
shall  not  be  out  of  order  if  I  refer  the  House  to 
the  position  we  were  in  when  we  were  discuss- 
ing certain  measures,  and  when  certain  pro- 
posals were  made  by  myself  on  behalf  of  the 
Government.  I  felt  at  that  time  that  there 
was  a  great  responsibility  resting  upon  me. 
We  had  among  our  supporters,  members  of  the 
Liberal  party,  men  who  held  convictions  upon 
this  subject,  and  whose  convictions  were  so  strong 
that,  irrespective  of  party,  irrespective  of  friends 
they  had  worked  with  for  years,  they  set  those 
ties  aside  and  made  this  question  paramount. 
Had  it  not  been  that  the  Government  refused 
to  permit  that  to  dominate  legislation,  the 
result  would  have  been  that  we  should  have 
had  a  Bill  from  the  hands  of  a  private  mem- 
ber dealing  with  this  lai^e  subject ;  we  should 
have  found  parties  holding  views  as  diverse  as 
could  possibly  be,  and  the  groundwork  of  the 
measure  itself  such  that  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  frame  amendments ;  and  the  re- 
sult would  have  been  confusion,  and  probably 
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a  law  passed  that  wonld  not  do  jastioe  to  tbye 
people  of  this  country.  The  Qovemment  took 
up  the  position  —  and  I  believe,  now  it  is 
afi  over,  and  honourable  members  have  had 
time  for  reflection,  they  wUl  admit  that  the 
position  we  took  up  was  the  correct  one — ^that 
it  was  too  large  a  subject  to  be  dealt  with  by  a 
private  member,  even  though  that  member  was 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua.  But  I 
say  that  it  WEks  not  a  question  of  the  Govern- 
ment being  taken  into  the  "  Ayes  "  lobby  or 
into  the  "Noes"  lobby.  It  was  not  a  ques- 
tion of  allowing  their  followers  to  be  tc^en  on 
one  side  of  the  House  or  the  other.  It  was  one 
of  those  questions  on  which  the  Government 
must  accept  the  responsibilitv ;  the  Govern- 
ment must  lead,  and  not  be  lea. 

An  Hon.  Meiibeb. — Being  driven. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Government  is  neither 
being  led  nor  being  driven ;  but  if  the  honour- 
able member  for  EUesmere  and  members  on 
tiiat  side  have  not  altogether  forgotten  or  for- 
given some  of  their  friends  who  voted  from  con- 
viction with  the  Gk>vemment  on  the  evening 
when  we  determined  to  lead  in  this  matter, 
then  I  can  understand  why  they  regret  it. 
They  would  have  sacrificed  this  question  and 
any  other  question  if  they  only  could  have 
managed  to  put  the  Government  in  a  false 
position.  But  I  am  very  much  pleased  to  know 
that  there  were  also  honourable  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  who  hold 
BtroDg  convictions,  and  who  gave  effect  to 
those  convictions,  by  voting  with  me.  It  was 
not  made  a  party  question — it  was  an  open  ques- 
tion. Well,  notwithstanding  the  trouble,  as 
honourable  members  must  know,  with  other 
laxge  questions  the  Government  have  to  deal 
with,  the  time  has  been  found  to  deal  with 
this  question.  The  Government  have  accepted 
the  responsibility,  and  have  furnished  a  posi- 
tive disproval  of  the  acousatioiu  made  that  we 
were  insincere  in  dealing  with  this  question. 
Let  me  now  ask  honourable  members  to  turn 
to  the  Bill,  and  I  will  explain  the  measure,  its 
general  principles,  and  die  effect  of  the  mea- 
sure if  passed  into  law.  In  approaching  this 
question,  the  Government,  from  information 
at  our  command, — which  has  been  laid  upon 
the  table  of  the  House,  and  which,  I  believe, 
is  well  known  to  honourable  members,— asked 
this  question:  Is  there  a  sufficient  number 
of  licensed  houses  in  the  colony  ?  Comparing 
Kew  Zealand  with  other  countries,  and  from 
information  and  the  knowledge  we  possessed, 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  simply  a 
farce  to  put  the  question  to  the  electors,  "  Shall 
there  be  an  increase  in  the  number  of  licensed 
houses?"  Knowing,  as  I  believe  two-thirds 
of  the  members  will  admit,  that  there  are  as 
many  licenses  now  as  is  good  for  the  country, 
we  then  said  boldly.  Why  trouble  the  people 
to  express  an  opinion,  when  all  know  there 
are  enough  licensed  houses?  We  said  there 
Bhall  be  no  increase  of  licenses  in  New  Zealand 
for  at  least  the  next  three  years.  In  reply  to  an 
interjection  of  an  honourable  member,  I  may 
say  that  there  is  no  power  to  give  increased 
lioenses,  such  as  was  given  by  the  licensing-laws 
Mr.  Seddan 


as  they  were  understood.  The  poll  to  deoido 
as  to  whether  there  should  be  an  increased 
number  of  lioenses,  which  was  known  as  the 
local-option  clause  of  the  Act  of  1881 — this 
is  now  swept  away,  and  we  have  definitely 
said  there  skall  be  no  new  lioenses  grantedr 
at  all  events  for  the  next  three  years.  I  wil> 
meet  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  at 
once  on  this  point.  I  call  his  attention  to  this : 
that  under  the  Licensing  Act  of  1881  the  Qo> 
vemor  had  not  only  the  power  to  grant  lioenses, 
but  also  to  create  a  district,  so  that  if  we  al- 
lowed the  law  to  remain  as  it  was  we  should 
have  said  that  the  electoral  districts  shall  be 
the  districts  for  the  future  ;  but  we  reserve  to 
ourselves  the  right  to  create  special  districts 
where  there  is  a  sudden  increase  of  the  popu- 
lation. As  we  are  giving  power  to  the  pe<»le 
in  one  way,  we  said  it  was  consistent  vniSi  that 
that  we  should  still  reserve  that  right  to  them» 
and  in  this  respect  we  have  amended  the  law 
in  such  a  way  that,  unless  there  is  a  sudden 
increase  of  the  population,  the  responsibility 
rests  with  the  Licensing  Committee ;  and  then 
we  say  Uiat  there  shall  be  only  one  house  to 
every  seven  hundred  persons  of  the  increase  in 
that  particular  locality;  and  not  only  that» 
but  one  hundred  persons  must  petition  in  the 
first  place,  and  within  the  radius  of  two  miles 
there  must  be  only  one  license  to  seven  hundred 
persons.  We  have  definitely  decided  by  the 
Bill  that  there  shall  be  no  increase  at  all  lor 
the  next  three  years.  Then,  as  regards  re- 
duction, I  have  watched  very  carefully  what  has 
taken  place  in  different  parts  of  the  colony, 
and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  it  is  the 
general  opinion  of  the  people  that  there  are 
enough  licenses.  The  votes  that  have  been  taken 
on  that  head  have  said  so.  There  are  very 
few  places  where  an  increase  was  Voted  for ; 
but  I  believe  the  general  expression  of  opinion 
has  been  that  there  is  gooil  ground  for  re- 
ducing the  number  in  many  parts  of  the  colony. 
So  we  accepted  that  as  being  the  generally 
expressed  wish.  We  then  come  to  the  larger 
question,  and  one  that  is  rather  more  involved 
— that  is,  the  question  of  total  prohibition  by 
the  direct  veto.  Upon  that  I  shall  explain 
the  Bill  when  I  come  to  that  part  of  it.  The 
Government  hold  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
we  should  do  nothing  hastily,  that  due  care 
should  be  taken,  that  due  safeguards  should  be 
made ;  and  such  safeguards  have  been  made  as 
I  am  sure  will  prove  acceptable  to  a  majority 
of  the  House  and  of  the  people  of  the  colony. 
I  will  say,  then,  that  the  principles  of  the  Bill 
before  the  House  are— moderation,  reduction^ 
regulation,  and  complete  control.  These,  Sir, 
I  may  say,  are  the  general  principles  contained 
in  this  liill.  Now,  it  may  save  time  and  dia- 
cussion,  and  no  doubt  it  will  help  to  get  the 
Bill  passed  into  law,  if  I  go  into  details  on 
the  Bill  shortly,  and  explain  the  provisions. 
I  would  ask  honourable  members  to  take  up- 
the  Bill  and  follow  me  whilst  I  give  the  neces- 
sary information  and  explanation.  Of  course 
there  is  an  interpretation  clause  in  the  first 
part  of  the  Bill.  Then,  following  on  to  section  8, 
the  Government  have  thought  it  wise  that  we 
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■hoold  morease  the  bouadaneB  of  the  UoenBing 
districte.  We  think  it  would  be  impoauble  to 
give  effect  to  what  is  required  by  the  people  of 
Uie  eolony  if  we  were  to  attempt  to  have  the 
limits  of  the  licenemg  districts  oiroumsoribed 
aa  they  have  been.  It  was  against,  I  may  say, 
the  original  intention  of  the  framers  of  the 
licensing  Act  of  1881  that  the  authorities  mi^ht 
so  subdivide,  so  reduce  the  size  of  the  licensing 
districts  that  they  could  by  any  means  cir- 
Gomvent  the  intention  of  those  who  passed 
the  law  of  1881.  But,  such  was  the  law,  we 
Imow  that  that  has  been  done.  We  say,  then, 
that  the  licensing  districts  shall  have  the  same 
boundaries  and  they  shall  be  the  same  districts 
tts  exist  for  the  election  of  members  of  this 
House.  And  we  say,  in  this  matter,  that  if 
the  people  who  send  a  member  to  this  House 
mn  capable  of  exercising  that  power  we  should 
not  be  afraid  to  trust  them  with  the  selection 
ci  the  members  of  a  Licensing  Committee,  who 
ftre  sitting  to  give  effect  to  the  legislation  we 
may  pass,  and  who,  we  say,  should  be  well 
qucJified  to  control  this  traffic ;  and  I  believe, 
hy  the  extension  of  the  boundjudes,  and  by  the 
widening  of  the  selection,  we  shall  have  upon 
these  Committees  representative  men,  and  men 
that  will  do  justice  to  those  who  select  them 
aa  their  representatives.  Not  only  that,  but  it 
will  be  a  convenience,  seeing  that  we  oan  make 
nse  of  the  electoral  rolls.  If  we  were  to  sub- 
divide the  electoral  districts  for  these  purposes 
we  should  have  to  prepare  separate  rolls  for 
the  different  localities.  In  this  case  the  eleo- 
total  roll  will  do  for  the  two  purposes.  We 
have  done  that  in  other  cases,  and  it  is  quite 
consistent  with  our  legislation.  I  do  not  uiink 
there  will  be  many  objections  taken  to  this 
oourse.  I  believe,  myself, — seeing  we  should 
have  after  the  next  general  election  a  purging 
of  our  rolls  under  the  electoral  laws,  and  the 
removal  of  names  of  those  who  do  not  record 
their  votes, — ^we  shall  have  complete  rolls  for 
the  different  electorates.  Then,  with  regard  to 
the  provisions  of  section  3, 1  am  afraid  that  we 
may  find  a  difficulty  there.  We  were  going 
to  abolish  the  special  districts,  but  we  met 
with  a  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  Kermadec 
Islands,  for  instance.  We  found  ourselves  in 
the  difficulty  that  certain  districts  had  been 
pEoclaimed,  and  we  could  not  abolish  them. 
We  had  to  allow  for  that,  and  hence  in  a  sub- 
section of  this  clause  you  will  find  it  stated, 
"All  pckrts  of  the  colony  now  being  outside 
of  any  electoral  district  are  special  licensing 
districts."  There  was  a  necessity  for  that, 
and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  explaining  it, 
so  that  honourable  members  may  know  why 
it  is  so.  As  regards  section  4, 1  have  said  that 
the  special  power  given  to  the  Government  of 
the  day  has  oeen  taken  there  as  to  proclaiming 
new  special  districts,  and  I  think  it  is  so  safe- 
guarded that  no  exception  will  be  taken  to  it. 
The  next  part  of  the  Bill  we  come  to  is  as  to 
the  Licensing  Committees.  I  may  say  that  if 
honourable  members  look  at  the  qualifications 
.and  disqualifications  under  the  Act  of  1881 
tiiey  will  find  that  the  restrictions  that  were 
.placed  there,  instead  of  proving  beneficial,  were 


quite  the  reverse.  Those  who  were  in  the  Hoose^ 
at  that  time  I  think  will  admit  that  they  went 
too  far,  and  it  was  through  this  that  conscien- 
tious men  in  many  of  the  districts  saw  that 
they  could  not  take  a  seat  at  all  on  a  Licens- 
ing Committee.  We  had  to  amend,  and  amend 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  this  Bill.  We- 
think  that  any  person  who  is  directly  con> 
cerned  in  the  liquor  traffic,  or  who  is  the 
owner  of  any  licensed  house,  should  not  be^ 
qualified  for  a  seat  on  the  Committee,  and 
we  have  gone  as  far  as  I  think  we  can  go 
consistently  with  obtaining  the  best  men  pos- 
sible to  sit  on  the  Committees.  Well,  tnen, 
we  have  increased  the  number  of  members 
on  these  Committees.  Having  increased  th» 
boundaries,  we  thought  we  should  also  increase 
the  number  of  the  members,  and  it  has  been 
considered  that,  nine  bei4g  the  proper  number 
for  the  County  CouncUs,  we  should  be  right  in 
following  that  example  and  fixing  the  number 
of  members  for  the  Licensing  Committees  at 
nine ;  with  a  quorum  of  five,  the  same  as  in 
our  County  Councils.  I  think  that  will  give 
general  satisfe^tion.  The  next  question  is  as 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Returning  Officer. 
There  has  oeen  some  misconception  in  regard 
to  the  appointment  of  Returning  Officers.  It 
has  been  understood  that  when  we  used  the 
words  ''Returning  Officer"  here  we  meant  a 
Returning  Officer  under  the  Regulation  of  Local 
Elections  Act ;  but  if  honourable  members  will 
look  at  the  clause  carefully  they  will  find  that 
the  B;etuming  Officer  mentioned  here  is  the 
same  Returning  Officer  who  acts  in  elections 
for  the  return  of  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  his  appointment  is  made 
by  the  Government  of  the  day.  So  that  we 
have  taken  from  the  local  bodies  the  power 
that  originally  existed,  and  this  we  think, 
seeing  that  we  have  extended  the  boundaries, 
was  a  necessary  alteration.  Then,  so  as  to 
encourage  the  very -best  men  to  assist  in  regu- 
lating this  traffic,  we  have  provided  that  mem- 
bers of  Licensing  Committees  coming  from  a 
distance  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Com- 
mittees should  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
amount  of  their  actual  travelling -expenses; 
and  I  feel  satisfied  that,  though  it  may,  per- 
haps, throw  a  slight  burden  upon  the  local 
authorities,  yet  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
people  of  the  district  that  that  provision  should 
be  made.  As  regards  the  cost,  it  is  only  small, 
and,  in  the  case  of  so  important  a  measure  as 
this,  it  is  necessary.  As  there  vnll  probably  ba 
more  than  one  local  body  in  a  licensing  dis- 
trict, it  is  necessary  to  alter  the  law  so  that, 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  license-fees 
and  the  revenue  of  the  local  bodies,  they  may 
share  the  incidental  expense. 

Mr.  FISH.— Pro  ratd  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Pro  ratd  in  respect  of  tho 
revenues  received.  We  pass  on  to  the  next 
part  of  the  Bill,  and  that  is  an  important 
alteration  in  our  licensing  law.  We  have  de- 
cided, and  we  hope  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  will  agree  with  us,  that  no* 
single  woman  should  have  a  publican's  licenses 
granted  to  her. 
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Mr.  PISH.— Why,  then,  give  her  the  right 
of  voting  in  elections  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  say,  of  course— I  will 
not  cast  any  reflection — tnat  there  are  single 
women  in  the  colony  who  have  had  licenses 
granted  them,  and  who  conduct  their  houses  in 
a  proper  and  fitting  manner.  At  the  same  time, 
I  do  not  think  we  are  justified  in  placing  a 
single  woman  in  this  position. 

An  Hon.  Meiibeb. — It  is  degrading. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  say  that  it  is  de- 
grading, but  at  the  same  time  I  do  say,  and 
1  say  it  advisedly,  that  the  power  previously 
granted  should  be  taken  away;  and  hence  we 
have  provided  for  it  in  this  clause.  We  think, 
of  course,  as  regards  a  widow,  whose  husband 
probably  might  have  been  the  holder  of  a 
publican's  license,  that  in  that  case,  with  a 
family  there  and  other  interests  involved,  it  is 
right  to  make  an  exception,  and  such  an  ex- 
ception has  accordingly  been  provided  for  in 
this  Bill.  The  same  thing  applies  to  a  woman 
who  has  obtained  a  protection  order  against  her 
husband. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  is  very  unfair. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— At  all  events,  that  is  debat- 
able. We  have  thought  it  necessary  to  bring  it 
into  the  Bill,  and  I  hope  honourable  members 
will  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  it  and  agree 
with  us.  Then,  we  have  gone  further  again  in 
subsection  (3)  of  this  section  10.  We  have  said 
here  that  there  shall  be  no  extension  of  the 
license  to  twelve  o'clock.  Midnight  licenses  we 
object  to,  and  we  say  that  they  should  be  taken 
away.  The  original  intention  was  to  have  ten- 
o'clock  licenses,  with  an  hour's  extension  where 
necessary.  I  know  that  at  the  time  the  midnight 
extension  was  granted  there  was  a  diversity  of 
opinion,  and  I  now  say,  advisedly,  •to  members 
of  the  House  and  to  those  who  wish  to  regulate 
this  traffic,  that  we  should  provide  that  after 
eleven  o'clock  the  houses  should  be  closed. 

Mr.  J.  KELLY.— Will  it  apply  to  Bellamy's? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  know  that  it  would 
he  wise  to  apply  it  to  Bellamy's.  If  honourable 
members  will  look  at  subsection  (5),  on  page  6, 
they  will  find  there  another  provision  which 
merits  attention.  As  the  law  now  stands, 
strange  to  say,  a  hotelkeeper  is  compelled, 
when  he  closes  up  his  publichouse,  to  put  up 
his  shutters,  and,  at  aJl  events,  to  turn  down 
the  lights.  With  what  result  ?  Why,  it  has 
exactly  the  opposite  effect  to  that  intended; 
and  we  now  say  by  this  amendment  that  it  is 
the  correct  thing  to  do  to  leave  the  window- 
shutters  or  blinds  open,  so  that  any  one  passing 
hy,  or  the  police,  or  the  Inspector,  may  at  all 
times,  without  going  into  the  house  at  all,  see 
what  is  going  on. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  What  about  private 
bars? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— As  to  private  bars,  we  have 
not  dealt  with  them  in  tne  Bill ;  but  there  is, 
no  doubt,  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  regards  this 
question.  It  is  probable  we  shall  find  an  out- 
let from  the  difficulty  when  we  are  dealing 
in  Committee  with  the  Bill  on  this  question. 
This,  at  all  events,  applies  to  main  or  public 
bars :  that  they  are  to  he  open  at  all  times,  with 


no  screen  or  shutters,  so  that  the  Inspector  or 
the  police  or  any  person  who  so  desires  may 
see  what  is  going  on.  With  regard  to  sabseo- 
tion  (7),  I  may  say  that  it  gives  fixity  to  the 
holder  of  the  license  for  three  years.  We  say 
that,  as  we  are  to  have  a  poll  every  three  years, 
so  long  as  the  house  is  well  and  properly  con- 
ducted the  hotelkeeper  shall  be  assured,  until 
a  new  poll  is  taJcen  at  the  end  of  three  years, 
he  shall  have  a  right  to  a  continuance  of 
his  first  license.  I  think,  myself,  that  while 
you  are  putting  so  many  restrictions  as  axe 
imposed  by  this  Bill  you  should  give  some  en- 
couragement to  a  man  to  keep  his  house  well. 
It  will  not  only  have  a  beneficial  effect,  but  it 
will  be  considered  by  these  people  as  a  boon 
and  encouragement  to  do  what  is  right  and 
proper.  Then,  as  to  increases  in  the  number 
of  licensed  houses,  we  provide  that  there  shall 
be  no  increases  until  after  the  next  censas 
is  taken.  There  may  be  some  people  who  will 
feel  themselves  injured  by  this  provision ;  but 
I  believe  the  general  verdict  of  the  country 
will  be  with  the  Government  and  the  House 
if  we  say  that  there  shall  be  no  increases 
'untU  after  the  next  census  is  taken.  Then, 
there  is  a  further  restriction  in  case  of  an  in- 
crease in  population.  We  think  if  there  is  an 
increase  of  25  per  cent,  in  the  population,  and 
if  a  |)oll  is  taken,  and  if  there  is  this  with- 
drawmg- power  on  the  part  of  the  Licensing 
Committee,  and  a  further  restriction  that  there 
shall  only  l3e  an  increase  of  a  house  to  every 
seven  hundred  of  increased  population,  it  would 
be  well  to  give  the  power  asked  for  under  this 
particular  section.  The  next  section  is  the 
most  important  in  the  Bill,  and  it  provides  that 
the  questions  to  be  put  to  the  people  shall  be 
three.  No  provision  in  this  respect  that  has 
been  submitted  to  the  House  has  been  so  simple 
as  this.  There  are  three  questions  to  be  sub- 
mitted on  which  the  people  will  have  to  vote : 
First,  whether  the  present  number  of  licenses 
is  to  continue ;  second,  whether  the  number 
of  licenses  is  to  be  reduced ;  and  third,  whether 
licenses  are  to  be  granted  or  not.  We  say, 
with  regard  to  the  proposals  here  submitted, 
the  issue  will  be  well  understood,  and  the  ma- 
chinery provided  in  the  shape  of  voting-papers 
will  make  the  matter  very  simple.  The  three 
questions  will  be  printed  on  the  voting-paper, 
and  the  voter  will  only  have  to  strike  out  twa 
of  the  lines  and  leave  one.  You  will  thus 
get  a  decided  expression  of  opinion.  There  is 
no  complication  of  opinion,  and  after  the  first 
poll  ;is  taken  we  shall  have  a  complete  and 
impartial  view  of  the  opinions  of  the  electors 
of  the  colony  in  this  respect  as  it  affects  their 
particular  district.  I  have  no  doubt  that  here, 
and  in  regard  to  subsection  (2)  of  section  15, 
there  will  be  a  diversity  of  opinion.  I  mav 
tell  the  House  that  we  had  considerable  dif- 
ficulty on  this  point.  There  have  been  some 
who  have  said  that  there  should  be  two-thirds 
of  the  number  on  the  roll  polled,  and  also  that 
there  must  be  a  two- thirds  majority.  We  have 
heard  some  say  that,  having  put  No.  1,  *'  Shall 
the  licenses  remain  as  they  are  ?  *'  and  No.  2, 
**  Shall  there  be  a  reduction?  "  then  the  qaes- 
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tion,  **  Shftll  any  licenses  be  granted  ?  "  should 
aot  be  put.  A  large  section  of  the  population 
have  insisted  that  one-half,  at  least,  of  the 
number  on  the  roll  should  record  their  votes ; 
and  we  think  it  is  not  unreasonable  that,  where 
fheie  are,  say,  two  thousand  persons  on  the 
roll,  and  when  such  an  important  question  as 
this  is  put  to  them,  one-half  should  reoord 
iheir  votes.  It  must  be  remembered,  also,  that 
we  have  not  only  to  consider  local  interests,  but 
that  there  are  many  colonial  interests  involved. 
We  say  that,  where  the  people  do  not  feel 
themselves  justified  in  expressing  an  opinion 
on  such  an  important  question,  we  must,  under 
the  circumstances,  take  it  for  granted  that 
they  are  satisfied  to  allow  matters  to  remain 
as  ihey  are  if  one-half  of  the  people  do  not  re- 
oord their  votes.  With  regard  to  Question  No. 
1,  *'  Shall  licenses  continue  as  they  are  ?  "  and 
Qnestion  No.  2,  "  Shall  they  be  reduced  ?  "  we 
say  that  the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the 
persons  voting  on  those  questions  should  be 
final  and  definite.  I  know  that  persons  in  the 
trade — ^brewers  and  publicans — do  not  approve 
of  this,  and  they  have  asked  the  Government, 
and  brought  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Govern- 
ment, to  make  alterations.  But  we  have  con- 
sider^ this  matter  from  every  standpoint.  I 
may  say  that  no  more  difiioult  subject  has 
troubled  the  Government ;  but  we  consider 
that  this  is  fair  to  all  concemed,  and  we  shaJl 
ask  the  House  to  support  us  in  this  proposal. 

Mr.  FISH. — Does  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  support  it  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.-^There  are  extremists  on  both 
sides  who  are  dissatisfied.  There  are  on  the 
one  side  the  brewers  and  the  hotelkeepers,  who 
want  proposals  that  are  more  suited  to  them ; 
and  there  are  on  the  other  side  those  who 
hold  extreme  temperance  views,  who  want  the 
proportion  of  three-fifths  reduced,  and  to  make 
it  a  simple  majority. 

Mr.  FISH.— Did  Sir  Bobert  Stout  draft  that 
clause  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  believe  if  I  said  that 
Sir  Bobert  Stout  drafted  the  clause  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  vote  against  it ;  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  put  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  in  a  false  position,  which  I  should 
be  doing  if  I  were  to  say  he  had  anything  to  do 
with  this  measure.  There  is  no  one  who  has 
had  the  framing  of  this  Bill  except  the  Govern- 
ment. Speaking  on  the  provision  requiring  a 
three-fifths  majority,  I  may  say  that  pressure 
has  been  brought  to  bear  on  the  Government 
to  make  it  a  two-thirds  majority  of  the  total 
number  of  votes  on  the  electoral  roll,  and 
also  that  it  shall  only  be  a  majority  of  the 
votes  polled  that  shall  determine  whether  there 
shall  be  licenses  or  not.  We  say  we  can- 
not agree  to  that,  and  we  are  not  prepared  to 
agree  to  it.  We  think  that  with  the  restric- 
tions that  we  have  put,  and  with  the  disabili- 
ties that  are  imposed  by  this  Bill,  we  should 
only  be  doing  right  if  we  granted  that  privilege. 
I  say  to  the  extremists  on  both  sides.  Be 
moderate ;  do  not  make  it  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  carry  out  this  reform ;  do  not 
ask  us  to  do  that  which  you  know  it  will  be 


impossible  for  us  to  accede  to.  If  yop  are  in 
earnest  and  really  want  reform,  and  to  have 
this  traffic  regulated  and  placed  under  proper 
control,  accept  these  proposals,  which  are 
moderate,  and  which  will  settle  this  question 
once  and  for  all.  I  really  cannot  continue  my 
remarks,  because  there  is  a  conversation  going 
on  where  it  should  not  be. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  want  to  know  whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  referring  to  me. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  know  whether  a 
question  to  a  Minister  is  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  not  a  point  of  order ;. 
but  I  think  the  reference  was  to  the  fact  that  I 
was  giving  information  as  quietly  as  I  could  to 
an  honourable  gentleman  who  was  consulting 
me  at  my  chair  upon  a  point  of  procedure. 

Mr.  FERGUS.- It  will  be  a  very  sad  state 
of  affairs  if  honourable  members  cannot  go  to> 
you.  Sir,  and  ask  for  information  simply  because 
the  Premier  is  speaking. 

Hon.  Members. — There  is  no  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  desire  to  say  that  there 
is,  as  a  rule,  too  much  conversation  going  on  in 
the  House,  and,  if  it  goes  on  with  the  Chair 
during  the  time  of  a  debate,  it  may  be  that 
members  addressing  the  House  might  sav 
things  that  the  Chair  could  not  hear.  I  think 
it  would  be  well  for  honourable  members  to 
wait  until  a  member  has  done  speaking. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  ; 
and  it  is  this :  that  the  Premier's  remarks  just 
now  were  a  distinct  refiection  on  the  Chair. 
Is  it  to  be  the  rule  that  no  honourable  member 
is  to  consult  you.  Sir,  unless  he  gets  the  Pre- 
mier's permission?  The  honourable  member 
for  Mount  Ida  has  just  now  consulted  you, 
and  you,  who  have  charge  of  this  House,  have 
consented,  and  therefore.  Sir,  the  Premier  is 
distinctly  calling  your  conduct  in  question. 
That  is  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  conduct  of  the 
Speaker  cannot  be  called  in  question  except 
by  formal  resolution  of  which  notice  is  given. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  reflection  on  the  Chair, 
was  intended  in  this  instance  ;  but,  the  ques- 
tion having  been  raised,  I  wish  to  say  that 
during  the  twenty  and  odd  years  that  I  have 
been  a  member  of  this  House,  I  have  always 
seen  those  who  have  so  worthily  occupied  the 
seat  I  now  hold  consulted  at  the  chair  from 
time  to  time  on  points  that  may  have  arisen. 
As  a  matter  of  courtesy,  I  was  giving  such  in- 
formation to  an  honourable  gentleman  on  a 
technical  point,  and  I  am  very  sorry  if  the 
Premier's  attention  was  distracted  in  any  way 
thereby. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  may  say  that  I  did  not 
wish  CO  prevent  anything  from  being  done  that 
has  been  done  previously,  but  that  the  con- 
versation that  was  going  on  was  very  embar- 
rassing. It  was  impossible  for  me  to  clearly 
express  my  views,  or  to  explain  the  Bill ;  and 
members  could  not  hear  what  I  was  saying;, 
otherwise  I  should  not  have  called  attention  to 
the  matter  at  all.  Honourable  members  may 
not  know  that  it  has  that  effect,  but,  now 
that  they  do  know  it,  perhaps  it  will  make  a. 
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^difference.  Now  I  come-  to  the  redaction  of 
the  number  of  licenses  in  a  district  by  one- 
fourth.  I  said  that  it  will  be  contended  that 
power  should  be  given  to  make  any  reduction 
the  Committee  mi^ht  think  proper.  It  may 
he  the  result  of  this  would  be  that  the  mem- 
bers of  Committees  elected  would  be  extreme 
prohibitionists,  probably,  against  the  moderate 
•drinkers;  and  the  aim  of  the  extremists  on 
obtaining  the  majority  on  the  Committees 
would  be  to  carry  out  that  which  it  was  by  a 
majority  said  should  not  be  carried  out — that  is, 
total  prohibition  and  non-granting  of  licenses. 
That  is  bound  to  lead  to  complications,  and  to 
a  result  against  what  the  people  intend,  and 
what  the  majority  meant  should  happen.  There 
is  also  another  phase  of  the  question,  and  that 
is  in  connection  with  the  finance  of  the  local 
authorities.  If  the  number  of  licenses  in  a  dis- 
teict  is  reduced  by  one-quarter,  a  local  autho- 
rity which  previously  got  £1,000  for  license-fees 
would  suffer  a  loss  to  the  extent  of  £250— one- 
quarter— and  we  think  that  would  be  sufficient. 
Then,  the  Bill  cives  a  further  provision  at  the 
next  poll  to  reduce  again  by  another  quarter, 
80  that  those  who  wish  to  gradually  reduce  the 
number  of  licenses  in  their  districts  only  require 
to  vote  at  periodical  polls,  and  then  they  can 
give  effect  to  their  wishes.  And  we  say  the 
Government  is  bound,  and  the  House  is  l>ound, 
to  look  at  the  way  in  which  it  may  affect  our 
local  governing  bodies.  We  must  not  attempt 
to  shirk  this  responsibility;  and  whilst  we 
have  done  this  we  have  taken  precautions 
that,  in  case  reductions  take  place,  there 
shall  be  power  to  make  good  the  loss  of  reve- 
nue if  the  local  authorities  see  fit.  We  say 
this  is  a  matter  that  should  be  considered  by 
the  local  authorities  of  the  district  when  con- 
sidering the  questions  submitted  to  them. 
Under  the  last  part  of  this  subsection  we  have 
said,  also,  as  to*  how  the  reduction  is  to  take 
place.  We  say  that  if  any  person  has  been 
found  guilty  of  selling  liquor  to  children,  or 
of  keeping  open  during  prohibited  hours,  and 
his  license  has  been  indorsed  for  an  offence,  his 
license  shall  be  among  the  first  taken  away. 
There  are  many  licensed  houses  where  there  is 
little  or  no  accommodation  for  the  general 
public,  but  which  are  simply  drinking-  shops, 
or  bars;  and  we  have  said  that  they  shall  be 
the  first  to  be  closed,  with  those  who  have 
> offended  against  the  law.  I  think  that  the 
House  will  agree  with  me  in  saying  that 
this  provision  is  necessary  and  will  prove 
beneficial.  There  has  been  a  misprint  here  in 
the  proviso  to  section  17.  It  was  intended, 
though  the  provision  is  reversed  here,  that  not- 
withstanding a  local  authority  was  rating  up  to 
its  maximum  rating  •  power,  it  should  have 
power  to  strike  a  rate  in  excess  of  that  maxi- 
mum so  as  to  make  good  the  amount  lost  by 
the  reduction  of  licenses.  That  will  only  affect 
local  authorities  up  to  their  maximum  rating- 
power,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  it  because 
they  have  that  power  already,  so  there  is  no  use 
>  in  putting  it  in  the  Bill.  Our  original  intention 
twas  that,  in  order  to  mcdte  good  the  amount 
ioBt,  they  should  have  power  to  increase  the 
Mr.Seddon 


rates  to  that  amount  only.  We  have  abo^ 
under  seetion  18,  made  provision  that  wfaesB 
there  is  a  lease  of  licensed  premises  which  have 
a  vaJue  owing  to  the  license  attached,  and 
where  a  higher  rental  is  given  owing  to  that 
condition,  and  where  by  the  vote  of  the  eleoton 
that  value  is  taken  away,  that  lease  shall  be 
void.  To  omit  such  a  provision  would  be  very 
hard  and  unjust,  and  might  have  the  effect,  in 
many  instances,  of  keeping  persons  away  from 
voting  for  the  granting  of  licenses.  Unless  we 
make  a  provision  of  this  kind  it  will  tend  to 
prevent  people  from  voting  for  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  licenses,  because  they  would  not 
wish  to  do  an  injustice  to  a  neighbour.  Bat  I 
believe  if  we  pass  this  it  will  take  away  this 
injurious  result,  and  we  place  the  loss  upon 
the  shoulders  of  the  owner  of  the  premiaeB. 
I  hope  the  Housd  will  agree  to  that.  Now  I 
come  to  the  final  proposal  of  the  Bill — ^I  allude 
to  the  placing  of  clubs  under  the  restrictions 
mentioned  in  section  19,  et  cetera,  I  have  no 
doubt  the  Government  will  be  taken  to  task 
very  much  by  members  of  clubs. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  much  pleased  to  hear 
that.  I  was  much  afraid  when  we  decided  on 
doing  this  that  the  clubs  in  the  colony  and  their 
members  would  consider  it  an  invasion  on  their 
rights  and  privileges,  and  that  they  wotdd 
object  to  it  and  try  to  bring  pressure  to  bear 
on  the  Government  not  to  allow  of  this  being 
placed  in  the  Bill.  But  I  have  never,  myself, 
since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1881,  seen  why 
clubs  should  have  the  privileges  they  have ; 
they  pay  practically  no  license— only  £5  per 
annum.  The  minimum  fee  for  membership 
of  any  club  is  not  fixed  —  it  may  be  only  a 
shilling  a  year;  and  for  this  small  fee  the 
members  have  all  the  privileges  which  we  say, 
as  regards  licensed  houses,  shall  be  denied  to 
the  general  public.  I  do  not  see  the  force  of 
it.  I  think,  myself,  that  a  very  great  injury 
might  be  done.  If  the  law  continues  as  it  is  at 
present,  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  might 
be  altered,  and  with  the  passing  of  this  we 
say  that  the  clubs  should  be  brought  under  the 
review  of  the  electors  as  much  as  any  licensed 
house.  I  feel  sure  that  no  well-conducted 
club — either  gentlemen's  clubs  or  working- 
men's  clubs— will  at  all  object  to  this  proposal. 
I  should  be  sorry  if  they  did.  Well-conducted 
clubs  will,  I  feel  sure,  hail  this  provision  for 
plaeing  them  under  police  supervision  witii 
satisfaction.  It  would  be  a  great  danger,  if 
provision  were  not  made  against  it,  that  while 
the  people  voted  to  reduce  the  number  of 
hotels  you  might  find  twenty  persons  joining 
together  to  form  a  club  and  applying  to  the 
Government  of  the  day  to  grant  them  a  license. 
It  is  quite  possible  this  might  occur— in  fact, 
I  am  sure  it  would — and  it  would  throw  the 
responsibility  on  the  Government  of  the  day. 
Perhaps  the  Government  might  grant  a  license, 
and  tnen  it  might  be  said  that  those  who 
applied  for  it  were  men  of  "  the  right  colour," 
and  in  other  oases,  where  it  was  refused,  it 
might  be  attributed  to  other  circumstances. 
We  say  that,  at  all  events,  no  club  charter 
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shall  be  gnuEited  except  on  the  reoommenda- 
tion  of  the  Licensing  Committee  for  the  diBtrict, 
and  they  will  have  this  responsibility  npon 
fbem.  We  have  not  altered  the  fee  at  all,  nor 
the  membership,  but  simply  put  them  under 
restriction,  and  say  that  no  new  charter  shall 
be.  granted  except  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Ck>mmittee.  When  I  first  promised  the 
House  that  the  Goyemment  would  deal  with 
this  question  and  bring  in  a  Bill  dealing  with 
it,  trusting  t];iat  it  would  give  satisfaction,  I 
must  say  I  had  my  misgivings,  and  I  feel  sure 
that  honourable  members  had  very  serious  mis- 
^vings ;  but  we  have  done  our  best,  we  have 
given  the  matter  veiy  caf eful  study,  and  we 
give  our  proposals  now  to  the  House  and  the 
country,  which  we  hope  the  House  will  accept 
in  the  interests  of  the  country ;  and  it  is  with 
some  degree  of  confidence  that  I  now  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — Sir,  I  do  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  Bill,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  saying  a  word  on  the  subject  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  it. 
^e  Prime  Minister  said  that  it  was  a  very 
large  and  important  question,  and  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  it  should  be  grappled 
with.  I  believe  the  time  has  arrived  when  it 
should  be  grappled  with;  but  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  Government  have  been  led  to  deal 
with  it,  not  by  any  conviction  on  their  own  part, 
but  through  their  e^es  having  been  opened  to 
the  necessity  of  doing  so  by  the  majority  of 
two  votes  by  which  they  escaped  defeat  on  a 
recent  occasion.  If  they  had  not  found  that 
their  own  Ministerial  existence  depended  on 
their  dealing  with  this  question  thev  would 
have  no  more  dealt  with  it  now  than  they  pro- 
poeed  to  deal  with  it  in  the  Governor's  Speech. 
They  found  they  could  not  depend  on  their 
own  supporters  allowing  them  to  leave  the 
•question  untouched.  So  much  for  the  reasons 
why  the  Government  are  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion. I  think  the  country  is  fully  alive  to  the 
position,  and  will  not  owe  the  Government 
much  thanks,  inasmuch  as  it  knows  that  they 
are  dealing  with  the  question,  not  because  of 
a  wish  to  do  so,  but  because  of  its  necessity  to 
their  political  existence.  I  must  decline.  Sir, 
to  discuss  the  Bill,  because  there  has  never 
been  a  case  within  my  experience  in  which  so 
large  and  important  a  measure  has  been  pro- 
ceeded with  on  such  short  notice.  It  was 
placed  in  our  hands  yesterday  afternoon.  We 
were  engaged  till  eleven  o'clock  last  night  in 
this  House,  and  most  honourable  members 
have  been  on  Committees  the  whole  of  this 
morning,  and  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
making  themselves  acouainted  with  its  con- 
tents. We  have  not  had  that  reasonable  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  Bill  that  we  ougnt  to 
have.  And  I  go  further  and  say  that  not  only 
have  honourable  members  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  acquainting  themselves  with  the  prin- 
^ples  of  the  Bill,  but  a  Bill  on  this  large  subject 
is  one  in  which  a  great  public  interest  is  taken, 
and  which  the  coxmtry  at  large  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  considerinff  and  expressing  a 
voice  upon  before  we  are  called  on  to  vote  on 


it.  The  Bill  ought  to  be  circulated,  and  at 
least  eight  or  ten  days  allowed  to  ascertain  the 
opinion  of  the  large  portion  of  the  community 
who  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  matter.  The 
Government,  in  now  asking  the  House  to  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time,  are  pressing  it  on  with 
indecent  and  undesirable  haste.  For  these 
reasons  I  must  decline  to  go  into  a  discussion 
of  the  Bill.  The  Government  have  not  afforded 
the  House  and  the  country  an  opportunity  of 
fairly  considering  it. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  like  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Ellesmere,  I  have 
hardly  had  time  to  look  through  this  Bill.  It 
has  only  just  been  circulated,  and  our  time 
since  has  been  wholly  occupied ;  but  as  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  discover  there  is  one 
important  omission  in  connection  with  it,  and 
that  is  that  railway  licenses  are  not  in  any 
way  controlled  by  this  Bill.  I  consider,  if  clubs 
are  to  be  plsbced  under  the  control  of  Licensing 
Committees,  so  also  should  be  the  liccDses 
granted  to  railway  refreshment-rooms  through- 
out the  colony  ;  and  I  would  go  further  in  that 
connection  and  say  that  if  licenses  are  to  be 
granted  to  railway  refreshment-rooms  the  fees 
should  go  to  the  local  authorities,  instead  of 
to  the  Railway  Commissioners'  funds.  I  shall 
not  now  go  into  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  because 
there  has  not  been  sufficient  time  to  give  it 
that  study  which  a  measure  so  far-reaching  in 
its  effects  requires. 

Mr.  FISH^— Sir,  I  cannot  for  my  life  under- 
stand honourable  gentlemen  when  they  say 
that  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  has  been 
brought  on  too  early — that  they  have  not  had 
time  to  understand  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 
Why,  I  venture  to  sa^  that  any  person  of 
ordinary  average  intelbgence  could  grasp  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  in  at  least  an  hour's 
time,  and  two  or  three  times'  reading  of  this 
Bill  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  enable  any  man 
of  ordinary  intelligence  to  understand  all  the 
details  of  it.  And,  as  has  been  said  to-day,  this 
question  is  not  a  surprise  to  honourable  mem- 
bers. It  is  a  question  which  has  been  agitating 
this  House  the  whole  of  this  session,  and  the 
whole  of  the  country  for  a  considerable  time 
before  the  session ;  and  to  say  now  that  we  are 
not  prepared  to  go  into  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
one  of  those  extraordinary  statements  out  of 
all  understanding.  The  Premier  stated  before 
he  brought  in  Qda  Bill  that  he  hoped  to  be 
able  to  bring  in  a  measure  that  would  please 
everybody.    Well,  I  beg  to  tell  that  honourable 

Gentleman  he  has  brought  in  a  measure  which 
oes  not  please  me,  because  I  consider  the 
whole  tenor  and  scope  of  this  Bill  is  a  play- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  temperance  party; 
and  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  to  learn — 
I  do  not  suppose  I  shall  learn— that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  called  into  his  counsels  in 
this  question  some  extremist  on  his  side  of  the 
House,  or  I  cannot  understand  why  he  should 
bring  in  a  Bill  which,  in  its  main  and  funda- 
mental features,  is  so  opposed  to  what  is  called 
fair-trade.  Before  going  further  and  dealing 
with  the  merits  of  the  Bill  I  should  like,  how- 
ever, to  give  the  Government  credit  for  this :  I 
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may  say  that  (he  Bill,  as  diafted,  is  a  splendid 
attempt  to  grapple  with  a  yery  complex  ques- 
tion, and  the  honourable  gentleman  has,  with 
great  ability,  I  think,  drawn  between  his  fingers 
and  thumb  the  first  threads  of  this  question  in 
a  most  successful  manner.  I  am  objecting  to 
the  details  of  the  measure,  and  to  what  is  the 
crux  of  this  Bill,  the  15th  clause.  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  further  to  be  com- 
plimented on  this  fact :  that  he  has  made  an 
honest  attempt  to  withdraw  this  very  vexed 
question  from  the  sphere  of  politics  next  elec- 
tion, and  had  he  done  nothing  else  he  deserves 
the  thanks  of  both  sides,  extremists  and  mode- 
rates alike,  for  the  honest  attempt  made  in 
this  Bill  to  withdraw  this  question  from  the 
sphere  of  politics  during  the  next  election. 
There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  a  number  of 
persons  would,  if  this  question  were  still  an 
*(  Open,  sesame,"  as  it  were,  at  the  time  of  the 
next  elections,  cast  their  votes  for  various 
candidates  irrespective  of  their  other  requisites 
for  parliamentary  representatives,  on  account  of 
of  wbat  they  would  say  upon  this  particular 
question.  We  know  all  these  things  are  dis- 
turbing influences  in  an  election,  and  prevent 
the  electors  from  having  a  really  fair  chance  of 
deciding  who  is  the  best  man.  Therefore,  so 
far  as  that  is  concerned,  a^ain  I  say  the  Govern- 
ment deserve  great  credit  for  what  they  are 
attempting  to  do.  Another  thing  I  say  they 
deserve  credit  for  is  in  the  decided  attempt 
— not  an  attempt,  but  the  fact  that  they  have 
proved  they  have  no  desire  to  shirk  this  ques- 
tion. They  have  taken  it  up,  and  have  only 
taken  a  sufficient  time  to  prepare  their  Bill, 
and  show  that  they  desire  to  go  on  with  this 
question  at  once :  they  want  no  more  dilly- 
dallying. And  then  they  are  told  that  they  are 
approaching  this  question  with  undue  haste. 
Well,  Sir,  if  they  had  not  brought  this  Bill  for- 
ward they  would  have  been  told  that  they  were 
insincere,  that  they  did  not  intend  to  grapple 
with  it,  and  that  they  were  doing  the  same  as 
they  did  with  the  woman's  franchise ;  that  it 
was  unfair,  and  that  they  were  simply  hum- 
bugging the  people.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  Opposition  to  take  a  stand 
like  that.  If  the  question  is  to  be  settled,  if 
the  people  demand  some  settlement  of  it,  then 
the  Opposition  ought  to  consider  it  their  duty 
to  assist  any  Government,  no  matter  what 
Government  are  in  power,  in  maturing  a  Bill 
which  will  give  effect  to  what  they  believe  to 
be  the  wishes  of  the  people :  there  should  be 
no  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition  to 
raise  an  issue  which  they  would  say  justified 
them  in  joining  forces  with  the  extreme  section 
of  another  side  in  order  to  fiout  the  Govern- 
ment. It  seems  to  me  the  duty  of  the  Opposi- 
tion is  rather  to  fight  the  Government  on  some 
ffikir  -  and  -  square  issue,  and  not  endeavour  to 
flout  them  upon  this  question,  which  is  outside 
fair  fight  in  opposition  politics.  That  is  my 
opinion  as  far  as  that  is  concerned.  I  have  said 
I  am  not  satisfied  with  this  Bill,  and  I  shall 
endeavour  to  give  a  few  reasons  why  I  am  not 
satisfied  with  it.  One  very  great  inconsistency 
in  the  Bill  is  this :  that,  whilst  by  clause  5  it  is 
Mr.  Fish 


provided  that  no  brewer  nor  any  person  inter- 
ested in  hotel  property  shall  have  a  seat  on  the 
Licensing  Committee,  yet  in  another  clause  it 
is  proposed,  re-enacting  a  clause  of  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  gave  notice 
in  his  own  Bill,  to  allow  proMbitionists  of  the 
most  extreme  kind  to  sit  on  these  Gommitteed, 
although  they  know  that  they  are  not  going, 
there  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
but  to  absolutely  ignore  its  provisions.  I  saj 
that,  if  you  admit  a  principle  like  that  in 
your  laws,  it  is  contrary  to  the  British  Consti- 
tution, and  subversive  of  every  principle  of 
right.  I  know  very  well  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Inangahua  will  laugh.  He  laughs  at 
everything,  and  at  everybody  except  himself, 
at  whom  he  ought  to  laugh  the  most,  if  her 
only  knew  it.  What  would  be  thought  of  our 
passing  a  law  dealing  with  criminals  or  dealing. 
VTith  civil  cases  which  allowed  a  Judge  to  sit 
upon  the  bench  and  give  decisions  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  law  he  had  to  administer, 
but  according  to  his  views  of  what  ought  to 
be  law  ?  And  to  allow  a  man  to  sit  upon  the 
bench  dealing  with  a  question  of  this  kind 
whose  views  are  totally  opposed  to  the  licensing- 
law  altogether  is  to  do  a  thing  that  is  wrong, 
and  subversive  of  every  principle  of  British 
liberty  and  justice ;  and  I  trust  that  clause  will 
be  struck  out  in  Committee,  or  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  allow  persons  interested  in  the 
trade  to  have  a  seat  on  the  Committee  if  people 
choose  to  elect  them.  If  it  be  fair  to  prevent 
persons  interested  in  the  trade  from  having  & 
seat  upon  a  Committee,  even  a  man  owning 
property  that  is  leased  by  a  publican — if  it 
be  right  to  prevent  him  or  them  ffom  having, 
seats  on  the  Committee,  surely  it  must  be 
equally  right  to  prevent  these  extreme  people 
who  would  grant  no  licenses  under  any  con- 
sideration whatever.  That  is  one  of  the  greatest 
flaws  in  the  Bill,  and  it  could  only  have  been 
put  there  by  the  occult  influence  of  some  mem- 
ber of  this  House  who  has  got  the  ear  of  the 
Government,  which  I,  and  those  working  witli 
me,  have  not.  Then,  there  is  another  clause 
in  this  Bill  preventing  women  from  holding 
a  license  unless  they  should  be  married 
women  divorced  or  separated  from  their  hus- 
bands, or  widows.  I  do  not  approve  of  women 
holding  licensed  houses  at  all ;  but,  while  I  do 
not  approve  of  it,  I  wish  to  point  out  the  ex- 
treme inconsistency  there  is  m  a  Government 
who  bring  in  a  Bill  that  says  women  are  equcJ 
to  men  in  all  things,  but  who  here  say  they  shall 
not  be  able  to  trade  in  the  ordinary  way  the 
same  as  men  do.  It  is  entirely  and  utterly  in- 
consistent, and  shows  how  you  can  vote  one 
way  to-day,  and  say  you  do  4o  on  principle, 
and  then  vote  against  the  same  principle  to- 
morrow. Then,  there  is  clause  10  of  this  Bill, 
which  provides  that  the  bar  windows  shall  be 
unscreened  both  day  and  night.  Now,  this  is 
another  emanation  from  the  opposite  side.  I 
suspect  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley  is 
responsible  for  this  clause,  or  perhaps  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  and  he  have 
done  it  together.  I  think  they  prompted  it, 
and  I  believe  the  Premier  has  taken  the  advice - 
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of  those  opposed  to  the  trade.  I  cannot  help 
saying  what  an  absurd  provision  this  is.  If  the 
Qovemment  had  said  the  windows  of  a  hotel 
bar  should  not  be  closed  after  eleven  at  night 
I  could  have  understood  it,  because  that  would 
prevent  the  licensee's  allowing  persons  to  con- 
gregate in  that  bar  without  being  seen  by  the 
police  and  the  guardians  of  the  law ;  but  to 
say  that  during  the  whole  of  the  day  a  person 
who  comes  in  to  take  a  glass  of  refreshment  of 
any  kind  shall  be  exposed  to  the  gaze  of  the 
larrikin,  who  may  sing  out,  "  Here,  Bill,  here  is 
old  So-and-so  having  another  soak,"  is  one  of 
the  things  perfectly  unheard-of  in  any  Bri- 
tish community.  This  rule  applies,  I  believe, 
in  America,  but  not  there  to  the  respectable 
licensed  houses,  but  to  what  are  known,  I  am 
told,  as  saloons — that  is,  mere  drinking-sbops, 
places  which  are  open  simply  for  the  sale  of 
Hquors,  and  not  for  the  accommodation  of 
travellers :  and  I  am  quite  sure  my  honourable 
friend  could  not  have  considered  the  effect  of 
this  clause,  or  he  would  never  have  drafted  it 
as  it  is.  I  trust  that  in  Committee  he  will  not 
insist  upon  a  provision  of  that  kind  remaining 
in  the  Bill.  If  it  provides  that  after  ten  o'clock 
no  blind  shall  be  down,  nothing  be  done  by  the 
licensee  to  obscure  what  is  going  on  inside  his 
bar,  then  I  say  it  is  a  very  proper  provision. 

Mr.  SANDFORD.— Is  that  not  during  pro- 
hibited hours  ? 

Mr.  FISH.— No. 

Mr.  SANDFORD.— Then  you  have  not  read 
the  BiU. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  find,  upon  looking  over  the 
clause  again,  that  I  have  misread  it,  and  the 
opening  of  the  windows  of  bars  to  the  public 
gase  is  only  intended  to  apply  to  hours  when 
the  house  ought  to  be  closed.  That,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  removes  the  objection  that  I  had 
to  the  clause.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  that 
will  have  to  be  altered.  The  alteration  I  have 
to  suggest  by-and-by  is  simply  a  Committee 
amendment,  and  may  be  taken  then.  The 
clause  that  is  really  the  whole  crux  of  the  Bill 
is  clause  15,  and  that  deals  with  the  main  fea- 
tures of  the  whole  question.  To  clause  15  I 
have  to  express  my  strongest  objection.  The 
BUI  provides  that  the  decision  as  to  whether 
the  existing  number  of  licenses  in  a  district 
is  to  be  continued  may  be  carried  by  a  bare 
majority  of  those  who  vote ;  and  if  the  licenses 
are  to  be  reduced,  that  also  may  be  carried 
by  a  bare  majority.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair 
that  either  one  question  or  the  other  should  be 
decided  by  a  bare  majority  of  those  voting, 
because  it  has  been  said  in  the  past,  and  will 
be  so  in  the  future,  that,  whilst  one  section  of 
the  community  will  not  only  poll  themselves 
but  will  induce  their  friends  to  do  so  likewise, 
the  great  body  of  the  electors,  who  are  not  in 
favour  of  reducing  the  number  of  licenses,  or 
who  may  not  be  in  favour  of  any  more  being 
issued,  will  not  go  to  the  poll  and  record  their 
votes.  Therefore  I  do  not  think  it  right  that 
these  two  questions  should  be  decided  by  a  bare 
majority,  and  I  think  that  in  all  cases  where 
baie  majorities  are   to  rule   there  certainly 
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should  be  a  second  poll  provided  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a  surprise  majority  from  being  obtained. 
But  the  principal  item  in  this  clause  is  the 
3rd  subsection,  I  think,  which  deals  with  the 
question  of  whether  there  shall  be  any  licenses 
granted  at  all,  and  the  (Government  propose  in 
this  Bill  that  the  proposition  shall  be  carried 
by  three-fifths  of  the  votes  recorded  being  in 
its  favour.  I  say  that  is  altogether  inadequate 
to  meet  the  case,  and  that  to  settle  such  a 
momentous  question,  where  such  enormous  in- 
terests are  involved,  by  a  three-fifths  majority 
of  those  voting  is,  to  my  mind,  to  encourage 
spoliation  and  confiscation.  But  I  dare  say 
my  objection  will  be  met  with  this  reply :  that 
there  is  a  proviso  which  says  that  unless  the 
majority  polling  is  a  majority  of  those  on  the 
roll  the  voting  will  be  void.  I  am  free  to  admit 
that,  to  the  extent  it  goes,  this  saving  proviso 
is  in  the  right  direction;  but  I  do  not  think 
the  interests  of  this  large  body  of  persons— a 
body  that  has  invested  in  the  shape  of  capital 
such  an  enormous  amount  of  money — I  do  not 
think  their  interests  ought  to  be  imperilled 
in  the  first  instance  by  so  small  a  majority 
as  three-fifths  of  those  polling.  At  the  very 
least  it  ought  to  have  been  two-thirds,  not  of 
those  polling,  but  two-thirds  of  those  on  the 
roll.  If  that  had  been  maintained  it  would 
have  shown  the  people  really  what  the  vote 
implied;  but  simply  to  carry  a  proposition 
of  this  kind  by  a  majority  of  three -fifths  of 
those  polling,  even  with  the  provision  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  is,  to  my  mind,  sailing  far 
too  close  to  the  wind,  and  altogether  too  great 
a  concession  to  the  extremists  of  the  other 
side.  Then,  there  is  another  clause  which  I 
strongly  object  to,  which  provides  that  votes 
given  that  there  be  no  licenses  at  all,  and  the 
votes  given  for  reduction  of  licenses,  are  to  be 
added  together,  and,  if  the  two  added  together 
make  a  majority,  then  it  is  an  instruction  to 
the  incoming  Conmiittee  that  the  number  of 
licenses  shall  be  reduced.  I  say  this  is  not 
fair.  I  say  that  in  all  probability  a  great  in- 
justice may  be  done  by  the  adding  of  those  two 
classes  of  votes  together,  and  in  Committee  I 
shall  do  my  best  to  alter  that,  and  the  other 
clauses  to  which  I  have  referred.  If  the  issue 
should  result  in  a  decision  that  licenses  be  re- 
duced, then  we  have  to  look  how  that  is  to  be 
carried  out,  and  we  find  that  the  result  of  the 
voting  being  in  favour  of  the  reduction  of 
licenses  means  an  instruction  to  the  Commit- 
tee that  those  licenses  shall  be  reduced  by  one- 
four^. 

An  Hon.  Meubbb. — No ;  "not  more  than 
one-fourth." 

Mr.  FISH. — I  beg  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's pardon — not  more  than  one-fourth.  I 
do  not  know  that  in  the  case  of  the  cities  that 
is  a  very  harsh  provision,  but  I  think  the  result 
may  be  unjust  in  sparsely- settled  districts. 
Then,  here  is  another  Committee  objection, 
which  may  be  discussed  more  properly  in  Com- 
mittee. Supposing  at  a  poll  in  one  of  our  cities, 
say  Danedin,  the  result  of  the  first  poll  is  that 
a  reduction  of  licenses  shall  take  place,  the 
succeeding  poll  may  follow  in  the  same  way. 
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and  in  a  very  few  ^ears  we  shall  have  no 
licenses  at  all  in  the  city. 

An  Hon.  Mbmber. — Hear,  hecur. 

Mr.  FISH.— That,  I  think,  would  be  a  great 
wrong,  and  would  tend  to  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  the  people  in  a  way  that  would  be 
exceedingly  objectionable.  My  hononrable 
friend  the  member  for  Olutha  referred  to  the 
railway  licenses,  and  said  these  ought  to  be 
included  in  this  Bill,  and  be  treated  the  sanie 
as  the  other  licenses.  I  do  not  agree  wich  my 
honourable  friend  there,  because  I  think  it  is 
an  absolute  necessity  that  at  large  stations 
npon  railway-lines  there  should  be  refreshment- 
rooms,  and  that  at  those  rooms  they  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  sell  alcoholic  liquors.  There  is 
another  objection  I  have  to  this  Bill,  and  that 
is,  that  it  prevents  any  issue  of  "midnight" 
licenses.  I  have  always  been  of  opinion,  with 
regard  to  this  question,  that  there  should  be 
three  classes  of  licenses — ten-o'clock,  eleven- 
o'clock,  and  twelve  -  o'clock  licenses;  and  I 
would  provide  that  licenses  in  neighbourhoods 
of  a  purely  domestic  character  should  not  ex- 
tend beyond  ten  o'clock,  because  I  say  that  in 
those  localities  what  is  wanted  in  the  evening 
is  simply  what  is  known  as  supper-beer,  and 
any  person  who  requires  refreshment  of  that 
kind  ought  to  get  it  before  ten  o'clock ;  and  the 
other  objection  I  have  to  houses  in  the  neigh- 
bourhoods to  which  I  have  referred  being  open 
after  ten  o'clock  is  that  they  act  as  traps  to 
catch  the  unwary  on  their  way  home.  Were 
these  houses  shut  rigidly  at  ten  o'clock  many  a 
man  who  is  on  his  homeward  journey  would 
arrive  home  very  considerably  earlier  than  he 
does  now.  Then,  I  think  that  in  other  localities 
not  so  entirely  of  a  domestic  character  as  those 
I  have  referred  to,  but  which  are  closer  to  the 
centres  of  population,  they  might  fairly  remain 
open  till  eleven  o'clock.  Then,  I  think  there 
should  also  be  a  twelve-o'clock  license  for  the 
better  class  of  hotels  in  the  main  line  of  road 
in  the  city — for  instance,  in  Princes  and  George 
Streets  in  Dunedin.  I  think  discretion  might 
be  given  to  the  Magistrates  to  grant  licenses 
up  to  twelve  o'clock,  because  I  think  honour- 
able members  will  agree  with  me  when  I  say 
that,  whenever  theatrical  performances  are 
going  on  in  the  large  cities,  they  do  not  con- 
clude till  eleven  o'clock.  I  think  it  is  only  fair 
to  allow  those  attending  them  to  have  the  op- 
portunity of  obtaining  refreshment  when  the 
entertainment  is  closed.  I  have  stated  these 
objections  not  altogether  in  a  hostile  spirit  to 
the  Bill,  but  because  I  deem  ib  to  be  my  duty 
to  do  so  on  behalf  of  the  interests  of  the  trade, 
%^hich  has  been  assailed  so  strongly  in  the 
House  this  session,  and  has  been  harassed  so 
much  for  a  long  time  outside  this  House.  It 
is  in  justice  to  them  that  I  speak,  and  I  shall 
endeavour  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  cor- 
rect the  evUs  of  the  Bill  in  Committee.  I 
would  impress  this  upon  •  the  Premier  very 
strongly:  that  unless  the  proviso  is  strictly 
maintained,  and  unless  the  Government 
maintain  that  to  the  best  of  their  ability, 
clause  15  is  one  which  I  sheJl  be  compelled 
myself  to  fight  word  by  word  and  letter  by 
Mr,  Fish 


letter ;  because,  as  I  have  already  said,  a  three- 
fifths  majority  is  not  fair,  in  my  opinion  ;  and 
if  you  take  away  the  proviso  at  the  end  of 
that  clause  it  becomes  utterly  destructive  of 
vested  interests,  which,  I  think,  have  a  right 
to  be  protected.  I  will  conclude  my  remarks 
by  again  expressing  my  approval  of  the  excellent 
manner  in  which  the  Government  have  en- 
deavoured to  grapple  with  a  very  complex  ques- 
tion. Whether  I  agree  with  them  in  detail  or 
not,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  they  have  taken 
this  question  up  in  an  earnest  and  sincere  man- 
ner, and  in  a  manner  which  has  raised  them 
very  considerably,  so  far  as  their .  constructive 
ability  is  concerned,  in  my  estimation.  It 
shows  that  when  they  are  put  face  to  face  with 
a  very  difficult  question,  and  are  compelled  by 
the  force  of  public  opinion  to  tackle  a  question, 
they  have  the  ability,  the  brains,  and  the  firm- 
ness to  tackle  that  question  in  a  fair  and  honest 
and  determined  manner. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— I  will  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  more  than  two  or  three  minatee. 
I  think  that  this  debate  will  have  a  very  bene- 
ficial effect  upon  the  people  of  the  colony, 
because  it  will  show  what  really  is  the  question 
in  dispute  as  to  this  licensing  matter.  We  are 
told  that  many  hotels  kept  open  after  a  certain 
hour  are  traps  to  catch  the  unwary  on  their 
way  home  in  the  evening.  I  do  not  know,  if 
that  be  so,  if  it  is  wise  for  the  Legislature  to 
lay  traps  beyond  those  already  in  existence. 
We  have  also  been  told  that,  unless  the  Bill  was 
made  more  in  the  interests  of  the  people  for 
whom  a  certain  member  of  this  House  speaks, 
then  he  would  stonewall  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FISH.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
never  used  such  a  word  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  just  stated,  and,  if  I  did  not 
now  correct  him  it  would  go  unchallenged  into 
Sansard. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — Is  that,  Sur,  a  point  of 
order  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— No ;  that  is  not  a  point  of 
order  ;  it  is  a  personal  explanation. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  is  true  that  the  word 
"  stonewall  "  was  not  used,  but  the  fact  is  quite 
as  I  say.  All  its  clauses,  he  said,  would  be 
attacked  "  word  by  word."  What  does  that 
mean  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — "—and  letter  by  letter." 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Yes— "and  letter  by  letter." 
What  does  that  mean?  I  hope  members  of 
the  House  are  not  going  to  be  intimidated  by 
any  waste  of  time  that  may  be  caused  by 
that  honourable  member.  Now,  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  the  vital  point  of  the  Bill,  so 
far  as  I  am^  concerned,  is  the  15th  clause.  And 
what  does  it  mean  ?  Why,  it  means  this.  Sir : 
that  the  principles  of  Liberalism  are  cast  to  the 
winds,  if  this  clause  be  adopted.  What  is  the 
principle  that  underlies  Liberalism?  It  is, 
that  the  majority  must  govern.  If  this  be  a 
matter  for  legislation,  if  this  be  a  maiter  for 
local  control,  then,  I  say,  the  people  must  go* 
vem,  and  they  must  do  so  by  a  majority.  But, 
if  you  say  it  is  not  a  matter  for  local  control, 
and  not  a  matter  for  legislation,  then  you  have 
no  right  to  pass  a  Bill  with  that  15th  clause  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1^98.]  Aieohdlic  Liquors  [MOtJSE.'}  Bale  Oianiroi  BiU. 


m. 


if.  I  submit  thftt,  so  far  as  the  15th  section  is 
doneemed,  any  Liberal  who  votes  for  that 
simply  Totes  for  giving  np  the  foundation  on 
which  Liberalism  rests,  for  that  means  the 
being  ruled  by  the  majority.  What  about  the 
latter  proviso  of  the  15th  clause  ?  What  does 
!t  mean?  It  means  that  if  there  be  bogus 
totes  created,  dead  men  put  on  the  roll,  men 
who  are  not  in  the  district  nut  on  the  roll — all 
the  absentees,  and  men  who  cannot  vote,  or 
who  should  have  no  right  to  vote,  will  practi- 
cally have  their  votes  counted  as  if  they  had 
voted  against.  That  is  the  meaning  of  the  last 
proviso,  for  if  half  the  total  number  of  voters 
do  not  vote  the  whole  of  the  poll  is  invalid. 
I  say  again  that  that  section  strikes  at  the 
teiy  root  of  Liberalism.  What  does  Liberal- 
ism demand  ?  It  demands  that,  if  there  be  a 
number  of  people  voting  against  the  object  in 
^ew  and  a  number  in  favour  of  it,  those  who 
do  not  vote  at  all  shall  have  no  right  to  have 
their  votes  counted.  Practically,  it  demands 
that — that  only  those  who  go  to  the  poll  and 
vote  shall  have  their  votes  considered.  But 
tiiis  means  voting  in  a  way  that  would  utterly 
destroy  the  poU  altogether.  There  are  other 
clauses  of  the  Bill  that  I  do  not  agree  wi£h, 
and  I  shall  certainly  press  the  amendment  of 
which  I  have  given  notice  as  regards  the 
voting  under  the  15th  section.  If  that  15th 
section  is  to  be  left  in  its  present  state,  then, 
I  say,  this  will  be  a  burning  question  at  the 
next  general  election.  Do  not  let  us  imagine 
fiiat  those  who  are  advocating,  and  have  been 
advocating  for  years,  the  right  of  local  control 
over  this  traffic  are  going  to  be  content  with  a 
Bill  of  this  character.  The  value  of  this  Bill 
will  be  tiiis :  that  it  will  emphasize,  if  it  be 
passed  in  this  shape,  the  need  of  having  this 
question  discussed  at  the  general  election,  and 
it  will  raise  this  licensing  question  to  be  the 
question  at  the  general  election, — the  question 
which  will  overshadow  all  others. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Why  should  it  not  be  ? 

Sir  R,  STOUT.— The  honourable  member 
Bsks,  *♦  Why  should  it  not  be  ?  *'  I  ask,  Why 
should  it  not  be,  if  the  House  will  not  pass  a 
reasonable  Bill  ?  I  say  that  what  would  make 
it  a  reasonable  Bill  is,  that  this  question  shall 
be  determined  by  the  majority.  Are  we  going 
to  shut  up  tradesmen's  shops,  by  a  Shops  Bill, 
by  a  three-fifths  majority  ?  I  am  willing  to 
submit  to  the  same  principle  that  is  being 
applied  for  that  purpose.  I  submit  that  this 
Bill  is  illogical.  It  either  means  local  control 
or  it  does  not ;  and  if  you  are  not  going  to  give 
local  control  by  a  majority,  then  it  is  not  local 
control  in  the  true  sense  of  that  term.  You 
are  merely  offering  the  people  a  sham,  a  de- 
luBicn,  and  a  snare;  and  the  people  will  be 
prompt  to  see  that  when  it  comes  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  FISH.— Will  you  allow  me  one  word. 
Sir,  by  way  of  personal  explanation?  In  any 
remarks  that  I  made  in  the  course  of  my 
ipeech  I  never  mentioned  such  a  word  as 
Btonewalling.  Neither  did  I  give  the  impression 
that  I  intended  to  stonewall.  I  therefore  pro- 
test against  words  being  placed  in  my  mouth, 
M  wae  done  by  ^e  last  speaker. 


Mr.  FEBGUS.— I  was  one  of  those  who,  the 
other  evening,  supported  the  Premier  in  his 
amendment,  and  I  did  so  because  I  thought 
that  a  question  of  such  great  magnitude  as 
this  should  not  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  any 
private  member  of  the  House  at  all ;  that  it 
was  a  question  of  such  great  importance  that 
if  it  was  to  be  taken  up  at  all,  it  was  right  that 
the  (rovernment  should  take  it  up.  I  am  of 
that  opinion  still.  I  say  that  no  large  ques- 
tion like  this  can  be  dealt  with  properly  by  any 
single  individual  member  of  the  House,  no 
matter  who  he  may  be.  It  is  one  that  ought 
properly  to  be  taken  in  hand  by  the  Govern- 
ment. But,  Sir,  while  I  say  that,  I  confess,  at 
the  same  time,  that  I  do  not  see  any  reason  for 
the  introduction  of  this  measure  at  all.  I 
believe  the  Act  which  is  now  in  operation,  if 
rigorously  administered,  would  accomplish  all 
we  require  for  years  to  come.  The  whole  cry 
for  the  introduction  of  a  new  licensing-law 
has  arisen  from  the  now  celebrated  Sydenham 
case,  and  I  am,  for  one,  very  sorry  indeed  .that 
the  position  of  the  Committee  in  that  case  was 
upset  by  the  Supreme  Court.  At  the  same 
time,  the  law  in  that  respect  has  failed,  if  we 
are  to  believe,  as  of  course  we  are  bound  to 
do,  that  the  Judge  is  right  in  his  exposition  o 
the  law ;  and  I  tmnk  the  House  might  very  well, 
for  the  time  being,  have  been  content  with 
amending  the  law  so  as  to  apply  to  cases  like 
the  Sydenham  case,  and  not  enter  upon  a  dis- 
cussion on  a  measure  like  this.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua  asks,  '*  Why  have 
a  two-thirds  or  a  three-fifths  majority  in  a  Bill 
like  tbis?"  I  say  this  House — or  any  other 
House  which  was  elected,  as  we  were  three 
years  ago,  before  this  became  a  burning  ques- 
tion, or  before,  at  any  rate,  it  was  the  burn- 
ing question  that  it  is  now — has  no  right  to 
pass  a  Bill  .of  this  character,  without  referring 
it  again  to  the  constituencies  for  their  verdict. 
My  opinion  on  that  matter  runs  on  all-fours 
with  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  Electoral 
Bill  which  we  passed  the  other  evening.  But 
at  the  same  time  I  must  give  the  Government, 
and  the  Premier,  credit  for  having  done  their 
best  in  a  very  difficult  matter.  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  Premier,  nor  do  I  agree  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  measure.  I  think  there  are  very 
many  anomalies  in  it,  and  anomalies  which 
the  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  had  given  the 
subject  a  little  consideration,  or  a  little  more 
consideration,  would  have  seen  to.be  quite  un- 
workable. In  the  first  place,  I  object  entirely 
to  the  size  of  the  licensing  districts  which'  it 
is  proposed  to  constitute.  I  call  the  attention 
of  my  honourable  friends  to  that.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  elec- 
torate, —  or  take  mine.  It  is  something  like 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  square,  and  how 
are  we  going  to  elect  nine  men  to  grant  licenses 
over  that  district,  when  the  people  at  one  end 
of  the  district  know  absolutely  nothing  about 
those  at  the  other  end?  The  distance  is  far 
too  great.  It  is  an  essentially  busy  community, 
sparsely  settled,  with  every  little  hamlet  or  col- 
lection of  houses,  every  little  gully,  possessing 
its  own  house  of  accommodation.    I  ask,  how 


Digitized  by 


Google 


180 


Alcoholic  Liquors 


[HOUSE.]        Sale  Control  BUI        [Aua.  18 


are  yon  going  to  ask  the  settlers  of  Otama, 
for  Instance,  to  determine  what  is  right  and 
proper  for  those  who  reside  on  the  ot^er  side 
of  the  ranges?  Does  any  member  of  the 
House  think  for  a  single  moment  that  it  is 

Possible  to  get  a  fair  expression  of  opinion  in  a 
istrict  so  scattered  ?  Sir,  it  cannot  be  done. 
The  towns  or  the  districts  contiguous  to  the 
towns  may  be  created  licensing  districts,  but  in 
such  an  electorate  as  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent  this  Bill  will  entirely  defeat  the  object 
of  the  temperance  party  in  this  House,-  and 
the  Bill,  80  far  as  they  are  concerned,  will  be 
entirely  inoperative.  Then,  there  is  another 
provision  which  I  object  to.  I  object  to  the 
manner  in  which  Committeemen  are  to  be  paid. 
Supposing  this  Bill  passes  this  House  smd  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  receives 
the  Governor's  assent,  what  would  inevitably 
occur  then?  Each  individual  district  remote 
from  the  centre  of  the  electorate  will  wish  to 
be  represented  on  the  Licensing  Committee, 
and  the  persons  elected  will  have  to  be  paid 
their  expenses,  as  provided  by  the  Bill,  for 
their  attendance  at  the  quarterly  meetings  for 
the  discussion  of  licensing  matters,  and  you 
will  thereby  increase  to  a  serious  extent  the 
expense  of  the  administration  of  the  licensing- 
law.  But,  Sir,  I  go  further  than  that.  I  say 
that,  supposing  that  it  were  possible — which  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  —  to  bring  to  the  poll  a 
sufficient  number  of  these  electors  who  are  in 
favour  of  prohibition  to  carry  it,  then  this  will- 
occur  :  that  the  local  bodies  whose  revenue  has 
been  depleted  by  the  taking-away  of  the  pub- 
licans' licenses  and,  consequently,  of  the  fees 
they  derive  therefrom,  would  have  to  be  pro- 
vided with  the  means  of  raising  additional 
revenue  to  meet  the  liabilities  under  which 
they  stagger  at  the  present  time;  because 
every  one  of  the  small  boroughs  and  County 
Councils  throughout  the  colony  has  borrowed 
very  largely,  and  has  obtained  an  overdraft  on 
the  strength  of  its  general  revenue,  and  these 
boroughs  may  very  well  come  to  the  House  and 
say,  *'  Having  robbed  us  of  that  which  we  gave 
as  security  for  the  overdrafts  that  we  obtained 
from  the  banks  and  other  financial  institutions,' 
it  is  your  bounden  duty  to  come  forward  and 
help  us  out  of  the  difficulty  into  which  you 
have  brought  us."  I  do  not  think  that  in 
claiming  that  they  would  be  claiming  any  more 
than  is  their  due.  There  will  be  all  the  more 
reason  for  this  because  the  whole  system  of  the 
election 'of  the  Licensing  Committees  is  to  be 
changed.  Formerly  the  election  of  the  Com- 
mittees was  in  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers ; 
but  this  Bill  is  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
whole  population.  It  is  probable — in  fact,  it 
is  almost  certain— that  in  a  few  days  we  shall 
be  adding  to  the  electors  of  the  colony  just 
as  many  more  as  there  are  now  enrolled,  by 
reason  of  the  extension  of  the  franchise  to  the 
women.  Here,  then,  you  will  have  a  oonsider- 
able  addition  made  to  the  number  of  those  who 
will  be  entitled  to  take  part  in  the  election  of 
the  Licensing  Committees.  What  will  they  be 
voting  for  ?  Contingent  upon  the  polling,  they 
will  be  voting  to  put  the  money  lost  by  the 
3fr.  Fergtis 


abolition  of  the  licenses  —  that  is  to  say,  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  license-fees  —  itpon 
the  shoulders  of  the  ratepayers — upon  the  pro- 
perty-holders of  their  particular  district.  ^ 
other  words,  those  who  contribute  nothing  at 
all  to  the  expense  of  government  by  the  local 
bodies  will  have  the  chief  and  the  final  voioe- 
in  determining  that  the  burdens  already  borne 
by  the  property-owning  population  shall  be  in- 
creased. I  do  not  think  that  is  fair.  I  have- 
another  objection  to  the  Bill,  and  that  is  on  the 
score  of  the  heavy  expense  the  local  bodies  will 
be  put  to.  I  take  it  that  the  licensing  elec- 
tions throughout  the  colony  cannot  be  carried 
on  more  economically  than  the  election  of 
members  of  this  House.  It  my  memory  serves 
me,  I  think  it  takes  at  the  present  time  £20,000 
to  defray  the  cost  of  a  general  election  for 
members  of  this  House ;  and  if  we  are  going 
to  have,  in  the  same  manner,  an  election  of 
Licensing  Committees  throughout  the  colony,, 
that  will  mean  that  we  shall  put  on  shoulders 
that  are  unable  to  bear  it  at  the  present  time 
a  burden  of  £20,000  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  these  Licensing  Committees,  and  when,  aa- 
I  said  before,  they  are  very  ill  able  to  bear 
that  burden.  But  I  have  still  another  objec- 
tion—and  here  I  may  say  that  I  am  stating, 
these  objections  as  briefly  as  I  possibly  can — 
and  it  is  an  objection  which  the  Premier  will 
appreciate  quite  well.  This  Bill  provides  that,, 
in  any  poll  taken  in  an  electoral  district,  an  in- 
crease of  licenses  cannot  be  granted  except 
under  certain  conditions,  and  these  licenses- 
can  only  be  granted  at  the  rate  of  one  for 
every  seven  hundred  of  the  population.  Now, 
that  is  sheer  nonsense,  especially  when  applied 
to  sparsely  -  populated  districts.  I  will  cite  a 
case  which  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
understand.  There  is  a  little  district  in  the 
goldfields  of  Otago  called  the  Nevis,  where  the 
total  population  does  not  amount  to  seven 
hundred  souls  altogether.  It  is  some  twenty, 
miles  long,  and  is  inhabited  entirely  by  diggers. 
It  is  a  considerable  distance  away  from  dose 
population.  There  are  two  accommodation^ 
nouses  there  now  for  travellers.  Now,  sup- 
posing there  was  another  small  rush  ten  miles 
from  that,  by  which  a  hundred  or  two  hundred 
persons  were  attracted  there,  it  would  be  im« 
possible,  if  this  law  were  in  force,  to  establish, 
another  house  where  those  people  could  get 
accommodation,  even  though  the  people  them- 
selves  were  willing  that  a  license  should  be  / 
granted.  Then,  let  the  honourable  gentleman 
take  his  own  district— all  that  country  south  of 
Ross.  Supposing  that  a  rush  were  to  break 
out  and  a  goldfield  to  be  established  on  one  of 
the  estuaries  of  the  rivers  there,  if  this  Bill 
were  in  operation  they  could  not  get  a  licensed 
house  there  unless  there  was  an  increase  of 
seven  hundred  people;  and  what  would  those 
who  had  been  attracted  there  do  ?  I  will  teU 
you  what  they  would  do:  an  accommodation- 
house  would  be  started,  and  they  would  sell 
liquor,  and  neither  the  honourable  gentleman 
nor  all  his  police  would  be  able  to  stop  it. 
You  may  depend  upon  it  that  there  would  be 
sly  grog-selling  carried  on.    It  takes  men  who 
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ftre  acquainted  with  sparsely-populated  dlstriots 
to  explain  these  matters  to  the  House.  I  know 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
now  represents  a  country  district,  but  he  has 
always  previously  represented  a  large  city,  and 
he  really  knows  notniug  about  the  wants  of 
snoh  a  district  as  I  have  referred  to ;  and  the 
same  may  be  said  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish),  who  represents 
a  large  centre  of  population.  Those  nonour- 
able  gentlemen  know  absolutely  nothing  of 
the  wants  ajid  requirements  of  the  country 
settlers.  I  can  remember,  twenty  years  ago, 
when  I  was  a  Civil  servant  and  was  travelling 
through  the  goldfields  of  Otago,  when  the 
lioensing-laws  were  regulated,  and  well  regu- 
lated, by  the  Resident  Magistrates,  far  better 
than  they  have  ever  been  regulated  by  any  of 
these  liicensing  Committees, — I  remember  that 
all  along  the  road  you  could  find  houses  in 
which  liquor  was  sold — ^houses  that  were  not 
under  police  inspection.  I  say  that  if  we  are 
going  to  enforce  such  a  drastic  measure  as  this 
we  shall  only  be  holding  out  a  premium  to  sly 
grog-selling,  and  thereby  be  defeating  the  very 
object  we  have  in  view — that  of  regulating  and 
controlling  the  liquor  traffic.  You  cannot 
regulate  it  in  this  way,  and,  if  you  bind  the 
buids  too  closely,  as  surely  as  the  sun  shines 
in  the  heavens  above  us,  so  surely  will  the 
people  burst  those  bands  asimder,  and  we  shaJl 
nave  a  worse  state  of  thin^  existing  in  the 
country  than  that  we  are  trying  to  remedy.  I 
say  this  Bill  is  too  drastic,  and  the  Premier 
knows  it.  Supposing  a  small  rush  were  to 
Inreak  out  in  some  corner  of  his  electorate,  and 
this  Bill  were  law,  the  Licensing  Committee 
would  be  prohibited  from  grantmg  a  license 
there  for  a  house  that  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  that  part  of  the  country,  because 
no  increases  are  to  be  granted  unless  there  is  a 
certain  increase  of  population.  What  would 
be  the  result  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Look  at  clause  4. 

Mr.  FEBGUS.— I  have  read  clause  4,  and 
it  means  this :  that,  when  the  population  of 
any  riding  of  a  county,  or  a  road  district  in  a 
county  where  the  Counties  Act  is  suspended, 
has  increased,  the  Gk)vemor  may  grant  per- 
mission for  the  issuing  of  licenses.  I  read  that 
to  mean  that  it  applies  only  to  counties  in 
which  the  Counties  Act  has  been  suspended. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — The  same  provision  is 'in 
the  present  Act. 

Mr.  FERGUS.  — Only  where  the  Counties 
Act  is  suspended. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  meets  both  cases— where 
there  is  a  riding  and  where  the  Act  is  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Well,  any  one  reading  the 
clause  would  suppose  that  it  applied  only  to 
districts  where  the  Counties  Act  is  suspended. 
But,  supposing  it  to  be  as  the  Minister  says, 
and  that  there  was  a  petition  from  a  hun- 
dred persons  for  the  granting  of  a  license, 
why  should  there  be  a  provision  of  this  sort? 
Why  should  not  the  local  Committee  grant 
it?  They  are  quite  as  capable  of  dealing 
with  the  question  as  the  Minister,  and,  in- 


deed, infinitely  better.  And,  then,  I  do  not 
think  the  Mmister  himself  can  grant  the 
license,  for  he  cannot  override  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  which  says  that,  unless  there  are 
seven  hundred  more  people  in  the  riding  or 
district  than  there  were  oefore  the  Act  came 
into  force,  no  license  can  be  granted.  It  is, 
to  my  mind,  a  great  objection  to  the  Bill.  I 
am  willing  to  admit  that  this  is  a  very  much 
better  measure  than  that  introduced  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  and  I  give 
the  Government  every  credit  for  bringing  it 
in,  and  for  taking  the  matter  up  in  a  straight- 
forward and  honest  way.  Credit  [for  having 
forced  it  on  the  Government  is  also  due  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua.  But  I  am 
still  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  present 
Act,  if  administered  strictly  and  fairly,  would 
provide  all  that  is  necessary ;  and  if  that  case 
at  Sydenham  had  not  cropped  up  there  would 
have  been  no  demand  for  this  Bill.  I  think 
that  the  whole  question  of  the  licensing-laws 
should  have  been  relegated  to  the  people  at 
the  next  elections,  when  they  could  have  given 
their  opinion  upon  them,  and  the  House  would 
have  had  to  give  effect  to  it.  I  shall,  however, 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Like  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down,  I  acknowledge  the 
effort  the  Government  have  made  to  deal  with 
this  difficult  and  involved  problem.  Still,  I 
regret  that  they  have  forced  a  debate  on  us 
at  so  early  a  period  after  the  introduction  of 
the  measure.  It  was  only  yesterday  afternoon 
that  the  Bill  was  circulated,  and  we  have  only 
had  a  few  hours  to  consider  it.  In  the  case  of 
an  important  measure  of  this  kind,  we  require 
some  time  to  study  it,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
Government  are  going  to  save  time  by  forcing 
on  the  second  resding.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
result  will  be  that  there  will  be  a  further 
debate  on  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  the 
Bill;  so  that,  instead  of  the  measure  being 
dealt  with  thoroughly  on  the  second  reading, 
there  will  be  two  broken  debates.  If  the  Go- 
vernment had  considered  that  fair  allowance 
should  be  made  to  honourable  members,  and 
had  given  us  a  reasonable  time  to  consider  the 
Bill,  it  would  have  been  far  better.  The  Bill 
mainly  turns  on  clause  15 ;  and  who  can,  in  a 
few  hours,  study  the  effect  of  that  very  extra- 
ordinary clause  ?  In  so  far  as  my  opinion  goes 
I  should  expect  that  under  the  provisions  of 
that  clause  there  would  never  be  a  publichouse 
closed  in  this  colony.  However,  I  will  deal  with 
that  later  on.  The  Minister,  in  introducing 
this  Bill,  was  pleased  to  boast  that  he  was  to 
lead,  and  not  to  be  led ;  but  we  must  recognise 
the  fact  that  he  was  driven  into  bringing  in 
this  Bill.  It  was  not  brought  in  of  his  own  free- 
will, but  it  was  forced  upon  him  by  the  House, 
and  to  that  extent  he  has  been  led.  Last 
year  I  introduced  an  amendment  to  the  Bill 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell,  calling 
upon  the  Government  to  introduce  a  general 
measure ;  but  I  was  defeated  on  that  amend- 
ment, and  that  by  the  temperance  section  of 
the  House.  The  country  from  all  sides  was 
calling  for  a  measure  dealing  with  the  liquor 
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iraffio.  The  Goyemznent  have  now  had  to  take 
it  up.  A  stroDger  man  than  myself  has  called 
upon  them  to  do  so,  and  thej  have  had  to  do  it. 
I  voted  with  the  Gk)vemment  the  other  night 
on  the  Bill  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua,  because  I  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  deal  with  an  important 
question  such  as  this,  and  felt  sure  that  it 
was  only  the  Government  who  could  carry  it 
through.  Therefore  I  supported  the  Govern- 
ment in  reporting  progress  on  the  Bill  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  holding 
that  it  was  their  duty  to  deal  with  the  matter, 
and  that  that  was  the  only  course  by  which 
it  could  be  properly  dealt  with.  There  is  no 
greater  question  before  the  country  at  the  pre- 
sent time  than  this  liquor -control  question. 
For  my  own  part,  although  I  do  not  belong  to, 
and  am  not  to  be  coerced  by,  any  section  of 
the  temperance  party, — nor  am  I  influenced 
by  those  interested  in  the  liquor  traffic, — still, 
I  claim  to  be  as  desirous  of  promoting  tem- 
perance as  any  one,  ivnd  so  far  as  this  Bill  goes 
in  that  direction  it  shall  have  my  hearty  sup- 
port. The  provision  of  the  direct  veto  I  hold 
to  be  good,  and  before  ever  it  became  a  "  cry  " 
I  spoke  in  favour  of  it.  I  do  so  now;  but 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  that  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
question  of  Liberalism,  and  of  trusting  the 
people.  Such  expressions  are  mere  claptrap. 
In  my  opinion,  this  appeal  to  the  people  will 
have  a  great  influence  in  the  direction  of  in- 
ducing the  good  conduct  of  publichouses.  At 
present,  so  long  aa  a  hotelkeeper  keeps  within 
the  law,  although  his  house  may  be  doing  great 
moral  harm  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  it 
is  situated,  you  cannot  get  at  him,  because 
it  is  seldom : possible  for  the  police  to  get  con- 
clusive evidence  against  him  in  Court.  The 
case  almost  invariably  breaks  down,  and  we 
see  the  same  amount  of  drunkenness  still 
created.  I  hope  that  the  fact  of  this  appeal 
to  the  public  will  convince  the  publican  that 
it  is  not  to  his  interest  to  create  drunkards, 
but  that  he  must  conduct  his  house  in  accord- 
ance vnth  the  moral  convictions  of  the  people, 
because  to  them  the  appeal  will  now  be  made. 
I  repeat  that  this  direct  veto,  giving  such  an 
appeal  directly  to  the  people,  will  make  publi- 
cans conduct  their  houses  with  more  regard  to 
consequences,  and  see  that  it  is  not  to  their 
interest  to  create  drunkards.  In  glancing  over 
this  measure,  I  see  that  there  are  various  as- 
pects in  which  it  falls  short.  There  is  the 
question  of  confirmed  drunkards.  Although 
the  present  Act  deals  with  the  man  who  has 
been  before  the  Police  Court  frequently,  and 
has  a  prohibition  order  against  him,  still  I  do 
not  think,  as  I  have  before  pointed  out  in  this 
House,  that  we  should  wait  so  long  as  that. 
I  think  there  should  be  proceedings  at  an 
earlier  stage  when  men  are  wasting  their  sub- 
stance, and  ruining  their  families,  by  drink- 
ing to  excess.  There  are  frequent  oases  where, 
on  the  application  of  wives,  prohibition  orders 
might,  with  great  advantage,  be  granted  in 
camerd  against  husbands  falling  into  dissolute 
^ays.  We  should  not  wait  tUl  men  are  so 
Mr,Duth%e 


degraded  and  ruined  by  the  efleots  of  liqnov 
that  they  are  really  incurable.  Before  that 
stage  is  reached  the  countiy  ought  to  step 
in  and  see  that  a  check  is  put  upon  the 
publican  who  conducts  his  busmess  so  as  to 
create  this  evil.  Provision  ought  to  be  made 
for  cases  of  this  sort.  Then,  as  to  this  ques- 
tion of  tied  houses,  the  licensed  holder  finds 
it  to  his  interest  to  sell  all  the  liqour  he  can,, 
irrespective  of  the  effects;  and  I  think  the 
House  ought  to  deal  with  that  in  this  BilL 
Then,  there  is  an  omission  in  this  Bill  so  far 
as  the  transfer  of  licenses  to  other  buildings 
is  concerned.  For  instance,  I  think  we  all 
admit  that  it  is  undesirable  that  there  should 
be  an  increase  of  licenses — no  one  seeks  that ; 
but  take  such  a  city  as  Wellington,  where  it 
is  incumbent  that  houses  of  the  best  class 
should  exist  to  provide  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  travelling  public.  It  may  happen  that 
the  acconmiodation  afforded  by  a  particular 
building  is  altogether  insufficient  for  the  travel- 
ling public,  but  under  the  Bill  the  licensee  . 
would  not  be  able  to  get  a  license  for  other 
premises — no  new  license  can  be  issued :  there 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  provision  made  in  a  BiU 
of  this  sort  that  existing  licenses  can  be  trans-i 
ferred  to  a  new  building. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  already  provided 
for  in  the  present  Act,  and  it  is  not  interfered 
with.  A  license  can  be  transferred  from  one 
place  to  another. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  can  only  say,  if  I  make  a 
mistake,  it  must  be  ascribed  to  the  shortness 
of  time  honourable  members  have  had  to  look 
through  the  clauses.  Coming  to  the  Bill  it* 
self,  I  do  not  see  any  good  in  continuing 
these  Licensing  Committees.  It  has  been 
stated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipti 
that  the  cost  is  very  great :  he  says  £20,000. 
I  have  turned  up  the  estimates,  and  I  find  the 
amount  provided  for  the  cost  of  the  general 
elections  is  £10,000,  and  that  is  a  cost  whicli 
might  under  the  present  Bill  be  very  well 
saved.  Now  that  the  question  of  the  increase 
or  decrease  is  made  a  direct  question  for  the 
electors,  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  necessary  to 
elect  Committees  for  such  a  purpose.  I  think 
the  mere  administration  of  the  law  dealing 
with  infringements  of  the  Act,  and  transfers, 
could  be  carried  out  by  Resident  Magistrates* 
— who  will  have  experience  and  special  know- 
ledge in  the  matter  from  the  cases  which  come 
before  them, — or,  as  formerly,  by  nominate^ 
Conmiittees.  Then,  there  is  a  provision — seo- 
tion  10— dealing  with  licenses  held  by  women. 
It  is  a  very  harsh  propossJ  indeed.  I  think* 
probably,  it  would  be  well  if  no  new  licenses 
were  issued  to  women,  unless  it  be  in  the  case 
of  a  widow  on  the  death  of  her  husband,  a 
licensee.  But  you  are  going  to  ruin  those 
women  now  engaged  in  the  occupation,.  an4 
that,  I  think,  is  a  very  harsh  proceeding. 
If  those  women  now  holding  licenses  should 
infringe  the  Act,  or  misconduct  their  housesL 
the  provisions  of  the  law  will  check  that,  and 
existing  licenses  will  die  out;  but  to  with- 
draw licenses  from  women  who  have  invested 
their  mone^  in  the  busiaess  is  taking  an  «Br 
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tceme  and  unoalled-for  step.  I  have  in  my 
mind  one  or  two  cases,  in  one  of  which  a  woman 
has  brought  up  a  iamily  most  respectably; 
and  now,  in  her  old  age,  she  is  to  be  rained  t 

Mr.  SEDDON.— She  is  entitled  to  go  on. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— She  is  entitled  to  go  on  if 
she  is  a  widow ;  but  this  woman's  husband  has 
deserted  her,  and  has  been  away  for  many 
years. 

Mr.  SBDDON.  — Let  her  get  a  protection 
order. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Few  women  like  to  go  to 
the  Court  and  expose  their  domestic  matters 
and  apply  for  protection  orders.  I  think  there 
are  strong  public  grounds  why  these  people 
lAioald  not  be  interfered  with.  The  under- 
principle  I  quite  approve  of — that  it 


wouTd  oe  well  if  licenses  in  the  future  were 
not  issued  to  women.  It  is  not  an  occupa- 
tion which  it  is  desirable  for  a  woman  to  em- 
bark in.  Without  wishing  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House,  I  should  like  to  refer  to  clause 
15.  I  have  already  said  that  more  than  a 
bare  majority  at  the  poll  should  be  necessary 
before  a  reduction  of  licenses  should  be  decided 
on.  The  question  of  the  increase  or  decrease 
of  licensed  houses  should  not  rest  simply  ^on 
a  bare  catch-majority.-  I  wish  particularly  to 
refer  to  the  subsection  where  it  is  provided 
that  the  poll  will  be  void  unless  one-half 
of  the  electors  on  the  roll  record  their  votes. 
The  operation  of  that  will,  to  my  mind,  be 
most  disastrous  to  any  friends  of  temperance. 
In  our  experience  of  polls,  even  in  a  hard-fought 
deotion,  it  is  seldom  indeed  that  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  people  on  the  roll  go  to  the 
poll.  The  returns  of  the  last  election  will  show 
that,  throughout  the  whole  length  and  breadth 
of  the  colony.  The  effect  would  be  that  the 
hotel  interest  would  themselves  abstain,  and  at 
once  call  upon  their  friends  to  abstain,  from 
polling.  Every  hotelkeeper  has  numbers  of 
customers  with  whom  he  spends  considerable 
sums  of  money — the  baker,  butcher,  and  every 
dasa  of  tradesmen  employed  by  the  hotel- 
keepers  in  canning  out  their  business.  They 
would  be  all  interested  in  abstaining  from 
voting,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  half 
the  electors  to  go  to  the  poll,  and  the  Act 
would,  under  this  clause,  be  rendered  inopera- 
tive. If  a  tradesman  goes  to  the  poll  it  will 
be  assumed  he  has  gone  there  to  support  the 
temperance  party.  He  will  at  once  have  the 
pubucan  roused  against  him,  and  his  trade 
m  that  direction  will  cease.  Again,  if  he 
abstains  from  going  to  the  poll,  the  temper- 
aooe  people  will  treat  him  as  a  marked  in- 
dividual, and  his  trade  will  then  suffer.  Great 
value  is  attached  by  the  Premier  to  the 
pzinoiple  of  the  ballot,  but  here  you  have  a 
case  where  you  destroy  the  secrecy  of  the 
ballot.  The  effect  will  be  that  only  one  sec- 
tion will  go  to  the  poll,  and  the  other  section 
will  ahstain  :  it  will  not  be  a  question  of  the 
individual  opinion  as  regards  temperance,  but 
the  whole  interests  of  trade,  and  the  personal 
interests  of  individuals.  I  think  the  proposal  as 
to  a  decrease  of  one-fourth  in  number  of  licenses 
i^  a  Toy  exceptional  proposal  to  at  once  set 


about;  and  I  hope  the  Premier  will  agree 
to  a  reduction  in  Oommittee.  I  do  not  think 
that,  at  any  rate  in  any  of  the  country  dis- 
tricts, the  number  of  hotels  is  so  much  in  ex- 
cess of  the  requirements  of  the  travelling 
public  that  you  can  possibly  reduce  them  so 
greatly.  I  have  one  or  two  further  clauses 
marked,  but  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  any  further.  I  approve  of  the  main 
principles  of  the  Bill,  but  I  think  the  sub- 
section relating  to  half  the  electors  voting,  in 
the  15th  clause,  ought  to  be  removed  from  the 
Bill,  and  I  trust  that  in  Committee  that  sec- 
tion will  be  expunged  from  the  clause. 

Mr.  MoGOWAN.— I  should  like  to  say.  Sir, 
that  the  objections  so  far  raised  to  this  Bill 
can  be  very  fairly  and  easily  dealt  with  in 
Committee.  This  is  a  large  question,  and  I 
think  the  House  recognises  that  the  time  has 
come  when  it  must  be  dealt  with.  It  affects 
veiy  materially  our  social  life  on  the  one  side, 
ana  large  mercantile  and  financial  questions 
on  the  other  side,  and  upon  that  account 
it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  dealt  with 
in  an  equitable  and  fair  manner.  If  we  had 
a  Bill  brought  down  by  one  section — the  sec- 
tion, perhaps,  of  whom  my  honourable  fhend 
the  member  for  Inangahua  is  the  leader — that 
Bill  would  only  give  satisfaction  to  a  section 
of  the  communi^.  Then,  if  we  had  a  Bill 
brought  down  by  the  other  section,  that  Bill 
would  only  give  satisfaction  to  another  portion 
of  the  community.  Now,  this,  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  is  an  attempt  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to,  as  far  as  they  can,  satisfy  all  parties, 
and  on  that  account  I  shall  give  it  my  sup- 
port. There  are  many  points  in  detail  which 
many  of  us  may  not  agree  with,  but  at  the 
same  time  the  main  point  is  the  recognition  of 
the  principle  involved;  and  the  Government 
have  drafted  an  exceedingly  good  measure,  so 
far  as  they  have  had  time  to  do  so.  I  think 
they  are  deserving  of  great  credit  for  bringing 
down  such  a  measure,  and  upon  that  ground 
it  will  have  my  support. 

Mr.  BLAKE.— I  do  not  intend  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  more  than  a  few  minutes, 
but  I  have  not  heard  any  speaker,  since  the 
Premier  introduced  the  Bill,  make  any  refer- 
ence to  what  he  said — that  there  should  be  no 
change,  whatever  circumstances  may  arise,  for 
three  years.  That  seems  to  me  a  very  curious 
part  of  the  Bill — that,  no  matter  what  may 
happen,  no  change  should  be  made  for  three 
years.  Many  things  may  spring  up ;  and  why 
should  the  people  not  be  trusted  for  the  next 
three  years  as  well  as  be  trusted  afterwards? 
It  is  quite  likely  that  in  three  years  the  people 
nMty  be  tired  of  this  measure.  The  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  says  he  is  very  nearly 
tire4  of  it  now,  if  the  16th  clause  is  to  be 
carried ;  and  we  cannot  say  who  may  not  be 
tired  of  it  in  three  years.  We  do  not  know 
what  circumstances  may  arise  in  the  mean- 
time :  we  may  even  v^ant  a  publichouse  on  the 
Cheviot  Estate :  that  will  be  very  necessary,  per- 
haps, if  there  are  to  be  so  many  people  settled 
on  it  as  the  Minister  of  Lands  says  there  will 
be  4  and  I  do  not  see  how,  in  that  case,  the  people 
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will  get  on  without  some  sort  of  acoommo- 
dation.  As  to  the  nomher  of  inhabitants-^ 
seven  hundred — I  think  that  is  very  much  too 
large.  As  that  clause  is  drafted,  I  think,  if  a 
hundred  people  signed  a  ret^uisition  for  a  new 
license,  that  should  be  sufficient  to  say  that  a 
license  was  needed,  especially  if  the  Licensing 
Committee  concurred  in  the  opinion.  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  for  me  to  run  through  the 
Bill.  I  do  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  but  there  are  many  things  I  shall  vote 
against  if  moved  in  Committee.  One  thing  I 
may  mention :  I  do  not  see  why  a  wine  mer- 
chant should  not  have  as  much  right  to  be 
one  of  the  Committee  as  a  man  who  had  been 
running  about  the  streets  saying  he  would  ruin 
a  certain  number  of  people  if  he  got  elected ; 
because  I  have  heard  men  do  that,  and  I 
happen  to  live  in. a  part  of  the  world  where 
that  has  been  carried  on.  I  do  not  see  why 
a  man  in  business  a^s  a  wine  merchant  has  not 
quite  as  much  right  to  be  on  the  Committee 
as  a  man  of  that  particular  stamp,  who  would 
ruin  any  one  to  carry  out  his  own  **fads.'* 
I  do  not  think  I  shall  say  any  more  about  it, 
because  so  many  points  have  been  touched  upon 
by  other  speakers,  and  there  is  no  use  reiterat- 
ing objections.  I  mentioned  the  three  years 
because  no  one  else  has  done  so.  I  can  see 
plenty  of  subjects  in  the  Bill  for  talk.  I  eun 
one  of  those  who  believe  that  it  would  be  much 
better  for  clubs  to  pay  a  license,  and  I  believe 
that  good  clubs  would  willingly  pay  a  license. 
They  are  a  sort  of  private  institution,  and 
there  would  be  very  litde  necessity  for  supervi- 
sion. If  you  were  to  close  three  publichouses  and 
get  three  clubs,  as  you  would  in  Wellington, 
the  lowering  of  the  revenue  would  not  hd  so 
great,  and  the  many  would  not  have  to  pay  for 
the  vagaries  of  the  few.  I  shall  vote  against 
some  of  the  clauses  of  the  ]l^ill  in  Committee. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  — Sir,  from  the  very  long 
discussion  on  this  Bill  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  something  like  an  attempt  to  deal  with 
the  question  from  a  practical  point  of  view.  I 
think  some  of  those  who  have  been  criticizing 
the  Bill  should  consult  the  Evening  Post  and 
read  a  very  important  leading  article.  This  is 
an  important  point  that  I  should  like  to  draw 
attention  to.    The  writer  says, — 

**  As  the  Bill  stands,  not  more  than  a  fourth 
of  the  licenses  are  to  be  cancelled.  Even 
under  this,  however,  if  the  bare  majority 
were  to  rule,  the  whole  of  the  licensed  houses 
in  a  district  could  be  closed  in  twelve  years, 
after  four  triennial  polls." 

Well,  I  say,  if  a  continuous  majority  like  to 
carry  out  this  in  twelve  years,  they  have  a 
perfect  right  to  do  so.  That  is  the  principle ; 
that  is  what  we  are  striving  for — that  the 
people  should  have  the  right;  and  surely  if 
they  take  a  vote  for,  say,  twelve  years,  that 
is  a  reliable  indication  of  the  mind  of  the 
people — that  they  do  not  want  these  places  at 
all.  Then  he  writes  about  a  club^the  sanctity 
of  a  club.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  belongs 
to  this  grand  institution  in  Wellington,  the 
aristocratic  Wellington  dub.  I  trust  that 
institutions  of  that  kind,  although  they  ore 
Mr,  Blake 


patronised  by  the  nobility,  will  come  under  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  the  same  as  working- 
men's  clubs.  We  must  have  fair-play  all  roand 
in  dealing  with  these  questions.  I  trust  now, 
after  this  discussion,  that  the  second  reading 
will  be  taken,  and  that  we  shall  deal  with 
Committee  objections  in  Committee.  I  am 
quite  sure  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua  will  do  all  he  can  to  assist  the  Government 
to  put  through  a  proper  measure.  I  hope  he 
will,  because  it  is  currently  reported  that  he  is 
antagonistic  to  the  Government.  I  am  quite 
sure  it  is  hi^  duty  to  give  the  Government  every 
assistance  he  can. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND.— Sir,  I  am  not  going  to 
speak  at  any  length,  and  I  am  not  going  to 
speak  very  much  on  the  question  of  the  Bill  at 
ail,  because  all  m^  objections  are  Committee 
ones.  I  do  object  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua,  who,  whenever  he  speaks  on 
this  subject,  does  so  with  bitterness,  and  looks 
on  all  who  are  opposed  to  him  a.s  being  rogues. 
He  cannot  speak  about  anything  without  talk- 
ing about  bogus  votes  and  stuffed  rolls.  Does 
he  not  know  that  we  shall  have  the  rolls  all 
purged  after  the  next  general  election,  when 
only  those  who  vote  will  be  on  them  ?  How 
can  they  get  on  for  any  sort  of  property  if 
there  are  heavy  penalties?  It  shows  a  very 
small  mind  for  a  man  to  be  continually  harp- 
ing  to  one  tune,  and  that  is.  Death  to  everybody 
who  takes  a  glass  of  beer.  The  honoiurable 
gentleman  seems  to  think  we  cannot  have  a 
proper  electoral  roll  if  we  have  publichouses. 
If  we  got  rid  of  the  publichouses  we  should 
have  a  more  degraded  and  drunken  people,  and 
more  money  spent,  on  account  of  the  wretched 
liquor  that  would  be  supplied.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  talked  about 
confirmed  drunkards.  Drunkenness  becomes 
a  disease,  and  you  cannot  cure  it  without 
locking  people  up.  If  you  leave  them  free,  and 
take  liquor  from  them,  they  will  drink  other 
things  equally  bad.  I  have  seen  it  attempted. 
I  have  seen  men  sent  away  to  a  small  island, 
where  they  could  get  no  liquor,  and  I  have 
seen  them  smuggling  in  painkiller,  under  the 
pretence  of  illness,  and  drinking  themselves  to 
death  with  painkiller  and  chlorodyne ;  and,  if 
they  do  not  take  that  sort  of  stuff,  they  get 
hold  of  morphia  and  inject  it.  There  is  no 
use  talking.  We  have  to  meet  the  question 
like  men,  and  not  in  the  disposition  we  now 
evince.  We  should  not  go  on  abusing  one  side 
or  the  other;  and  I  hope  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  speaks  again  he  will  speak  in  a 
calmer  way.  He  attributes  nothing  but  wroxig 
to  one  side,  and  maintains  that  everything  is 
right  on  the  other  ;  and  I  do  not  approve 
of  that  at  all.    I  do  earnestly  hope  we  shall 

Eass  some  law  which  will  regulate  the  trade ; 
ut  I  do  not  see  why  a  bare  majority  should 
rule.  Perhaps  it  is  a  wet  day,  and  out  of  a 
thousand  voters  only  fifty  go  to  the  poll,  and 
twenty-six  of  those  vote  one  way :  Is  it  ruling 
by  a  majority  that  twenty-six  should  close  all 
the  publichouses,  irrespective  of  the  balance 
of  the  thousand  ?  No,  I  say  it  is  only  strain- 
ing the  truth  to  say  that.  I  think  a  certain  per- 
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centage  of  eleotors  oughfe  to  vote.  And  I 
think  when  we  get  the  new  rolls  tiiey  will  be 
better  than  any  have  been  in  the  colony  before, 
and  we  shall  have  no  two-thirds  polling,  bnt 
people  will  poll  almost  to  a  man ;  and  if  there  are 
any  bogus  votes  I  shall  expect  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  to  have  had  a  finger  in 
it.  I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentleman 
of  this :  that  if  the  Good  Templars  get  up  to 
anything  like  one-half  of  the  inhabitants,  or 
even  one-third,  neither  side  will  be  inclined  to 
let  the  question  go  by  default,  and  we  shall 
find  the  poll  full.  But  the  Good  Templars  do 
not  number  anything  like  the  half;  and  why 
should  they  close  up  the  publichouses  ?  I  ex- 
pect to  see  the  day  when  we  shall  all  have  to 
be  one  sect  of  Christians,  or  there  will  be  no 
Christians  at  all— we  shall  all  have  to  go  in 
for  one  religion.  I  cannot  understand  that 
feeling  at  all.  While  I  am  prepared  to  sup- 
port the  Bill  on  any  fair  terms,  I  can  tell  the 
Good  Templars  that  no  catch-vote  will  do  them 
any  permanent  good ;  it  will  only  throw  them 
back  a  thousandfold.  Their  strength  must  Ue 
in  having  a  substantial  majority.  If  there 
is  only  a  vote  of,  say,  fifty  out  of  a  thousand 
voters  in  the  district,  and  prohibition  is  only 
carried  by  them,  do  you  mean  to  say  that  is 
going  to  settle  the  matter  ?  Why,  when  the  polls 
are  open  again  the  whole  will  come  to  the  poll ; 
and  there  will  be  a  constant  surging  backwards 
and  forwards ;  and  we  do  not  want  that  at  all. 
The  honourable  gentleman  may  think  this  is 
going  to  be  a  burning  question  at  the  next 
election.  Well,  what  have  we  got  to  do  with 
whether  it  is  or  not  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man seems  to  fear  this  as  if  it  were  a  ghost. 
He  talks  about  it  being  **  a  burning  question  " 
every  time  he  speaks.  It  will  be  a  burning 
question  whether  we  pass  this  Bill  or  not. 
And  directly  the  publichouses  are  shut  up  the 
social  purists  will  want  to  stop  the  im^rtation 
of  liquor,  and  directly  thev  nave  finished  on 
the  liquor  question  they  will  tackle  on  to  some- 
thing else.  It  will  be  one  never-ceasing  fight  of 
one-half  of  the  world  against  the  other  half,  to 
take  away  all  social  enjoyment  or  desire  to  live. 
it  will  never  end,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  it.  I  intend  to  support  this  Bill,  as 
I  think  it  is  a  wise  one ;  but  there  are  a  few 
alterations  necessarv.  It  is  a  Bill  that  will 
very  much  improve  the  liquor  traffic,  and  put  it 
on  a  better  basis.  When  the  Good  Templars 
get  stronger  they  can  obtainanother  advantage, 
but  to  suppose  that  by  a  majority  on  a  catch- 
vote  they  are  going  to  benefit  themselves  or 
obtain  any  permanent  good  is  perfect  nonsense. 
And  it  is  nonsense  to  suppose  the  rolls  are  not 
going  to  be  purer  than  they  were,  now  that 
there  is  only  one  man  on  one  roll,  and  that  we 
«re  going  to  strike  out  those  who  do  -not  vote. 
It  is  of  no  use  saying  that  the  rolls  are  in  a  bad 
state,  because  before  this  can  ever  take  place 
our  rolls  will  be  in  good  order.  I  think  there 
are  some  things  in  the  Bill  that  will  work 
roughly.  In  the  district  I  represent,  most  of 
the  publichouses  are  in  Onehunga;  in  the  rest  of 
the  district  there  are  only  a  few.  Where  I  live 
we  have  no  publichouses,  and  are  not  going  to 


have  one ;  but  it  is  not  the  duty  of  us  in  Bemu- 
era  to  shut  up  the  publichouses  in  Onehunga : 
far  from  it.  I  say  it  is  not  our  duty  to  do  it. 
We  might  just  as  well  vote  to  shut  them  up  in 
Dunedin.  That  is  where  the  trouble  is  going 
to  come  in.  The  population  in  the  Borough  of 
Onehunga  will  lose  its  revenue ;  it  will  lose  the 
publichouses  they  use,  and  the  advantages  it 
has  as  a  shipping  port,  where  I  believe  a  pub- 
lichouse  to  be  absolutely  necessary.  I  fancy 
we  shall  always  require  houses  for  travellers, 
and,  thinking  that,  I  do  not  see  that  we  have 
any  right  to  shut  up  hotels  in  the  manner  the 
extremists  propose  to  do.  There  are  alterations 
which  I  shoula  like  to  see  made  in  Committee. 
I  shall  give  the  Bill  a  general  support,  and  I 
hope  it  will  pass  and  become  law. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Sir,  there  is  an  old 
quotation — a  very  hackneyed  one,  but  one  very 
applicable  to  the  present  occasion,  and  there- 
fore I  venture  to  use  it — "  A  plague  o'  both  your 
houses."  Being  a  moderate  man,  I  eun  not 
a  supporter  of  the  prohibitionists  nor  of  the 
licensed  victuallers.  They  are  each  an  insuf- 
ferable nuisance.  Apparently,  neither  party. 
desires  to  have  the  law  reformed.  The  former 
is  not  prepared,  so  we  are  told,  to  allow  the 
licensing-law  to  be  reformed,  and  the  publican 
objects  to  all  reform.  The  prohibitionists  want 
to  create  a  new  law  altogether  and  to  control 
every  one  else.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  was 
quite  unnecessary  the  law  should  be  altered 
except  in  one  or  two  particulars,  and  these 
alterations,  I  think,  might  have  been  brought 
about  without  any  great  amount  of  trouble. 
It  has  been  said  already  by  so  many  speakers 
that  I  scarcely  like  to  repeat  it,  that  the  Bill 
has  been  but  a  short  time  before  the  House — so 
short  that  I,  like  others,  do  not  profess  to  have 
mastered  all  its  details.  But  the  principle  we 
ought  to  have  in  view  is  the  enforcement  of 
the  licensing-law ;  and  if  the  law  were  properly 
enforced,  my  belief  is  that  very  little  altera- 
tion of  the  law  would  be  required  to  suppress 
drunkenness.  In  this  Bill,  it  seems  to  me,  one 
of  the  main  features  necessary  in  all  reforms  of 
the  liquor  traffic  is  entirely  left  out,  which 
is,  that  the  power  which  now  exists  in  regard 
to  the  inspecting  officers  in  the  matter  of  adul- 
teration is  not  dealt  with  at  all.  The  matter  of 
adulteration  is  really  at  the  bottom  of  much  of 
the  crime  of  dnmkenness,  unfortunately  not 
uncommon  throughout  New  Zealand.  I  may 
be  told  that  it  is  not  so,  but  that  is  my  opin- 
ion,— that  if  liquor  was  not  adulterated,  if  it 
was  not  made  of  poison,  which,  unfortunately, 
is  now  sometimes  the  case,  drunkenness,  which 
is  now  so  common  in  the  country,  would  be 
diminished.  Therefore,  instead  of  every  diffi- 
culty being  thrown  in  the  way  of  officers  who 
have  the  duty  of  seeing  to  adulteration,  there 
should  be  every  facility  put  in  their  power,  so 
that  they  might  convict  persons  for  having 
adulterated  liquor  on  their  premises.  Then, 
there  ought  to  oe  at  the  same  time  some  means 
devised  by  which  there  might  be  something  ap- 
proachinff  continuity  of  tenure  to  the  publican. 
By  so  domg  you  would  raise  the  status  of  the 
tz»de,  and,  instead  of  a  man  who  keeps  a 
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pnbliohouse  being  spoken  of  as  a  social  pariah, 
ne  would  oome  to  oe  regarded,  as  he  should 
be,  as  a  respectable  man  engaged  in  a  respect- 
able kind  of  business.  There  are  two  main 
points  which  seem  to  me  to  underlie  the  whole 
question  of  the  licensing- law.  One  is,  Is  the 
law  enforced  ?  Does  any  honourable  gentle- 
man who  is  listening  to  me  now,  and  does  any 
Magistrate,  feel  that  he  has  done  his  duty  on 
every  or  even  on  any  occasion?  Has  he  not 
on  many  occasions  rubbed  elbov^  on  the  one 
Bide  with  a  drunken  man  and  on  the  other  side 
with  a  constable  ?  Has  he  ever  reminded  the 
constable  of  his  duty  ?  Has  he  ever  attempted 
to  carry  out  his  duty,  and  endeavoured  to  sup- 
press the  drunkenness  immediately  under  his 
own  notice  ?  I  dare  say  there  is  not  a  Magis- 
trate who  will  say  that  in  one  case  in  a 
hundred  he  has  done  his  duty.  Let  us  admit 
this  frankly.  And  when  we  preach  and  talk 
about  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  being 
shocked,  in  most  instances  we  are  talking  non- 
sense. The  moral  sense  of  the  community  is 
not  outraged  by  drunkenness,  or  drunkenness 
would  be  put  down  immediately.  There  is 
many  a  philanthropist  who  is  shocked  when 
he  sees  a  man  staggering  to  his  grave  through 
the  effects  of  drink ;  but  there  his  moral  sense 
rests  satisfied;  but  if  the  crime  of  drunken- 
ness were  viewed  as  are  crimes  of  violence  or 
theft,  the  moral  sense  would  become  active,  and 
drunkenness  would  be  put  down  immediately. 
We  never,  or  very  rarely  indeed,  endeavour  to 
do  our  duty  in  connection  with  the  liquor 
traffic  :  but  I  will  tell  the  House  what  happened 
while  I  was  a  Minister.  During  my  experience 
in  office  my  attention  was  called,  indirectly, 
to  one  or  two  cases  of  violation  of  the  licens- 
ing-law  in  the  matter  of  alleged  Sunday- 
trading,  and  when  I  urged  that  information 
might  be  given  to  me  so  that  I  might  take 
proceedings  to  suppress  the  violations  of  the 
law  that  were  going  on,  those  who  were  ready 
to  preach  so  much  about  it  were  not  ready  to 
render  assistance  when  asked  to  do  so  —  to 
assist  in  bringing  the  offenders  to  Court.  And 
also  I  differ  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Wakatipu  when  he  said  that  shebeens  would 
spring  up  and  sly  grog-selling  would  take  place, 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  put  it  down. 
I  maintain  that  it  would  be  quite  easy  to  put 
it  down  if  the  officers  were  not  afraid  to  do 
their  duty.  But  they  are  at  present  afraid  to 
do  their  duty,  because  they  are  afraid  they  are 
not  backed  up  by  the  spirit  of  the  country.  If 
they  did  their  duty  sly  grog-selling  could  be 
put  down  at  once.  I  had  an  example  of  this, 
and  therefore  I  speak  with  authority  on  the 
subject.  A  tunnel  was  being  made  near  Beef- 
ton,  and  I  was  pestered  by  deputations,  by 
letters,  and,  I  may  say,  by  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, with  requests  that  I  would  stretch  my 
powers  as  Minister  and  give  a  special  license 
for  the  small  aggregation  of  people  engaged  in 
the  construction  of  that  tunnel.  I  refused  to 
do  so.  I  was  told  that  it  was  impossible  to  put 
down  sly  grog.selling.  The  Inspector  was  com- 
municated with,  and  he  said  it  was  impossible 
to  put  down  the  sly  grog -selling  which  was 
Captain  RusseU 


known  to  prsvail  everywhere  in  the  looali^. 
What  did  I  do  ?  I  was  not  afraid  of  a  certam 
amount  of  odium  or  responsibility.  I  toznad 
down  the  comer  of  the  official  letter,  and 
minuted  this :  that  if  there  were  not  conyio- 
tions  at  once  I  woold  change  the  Inspector  and 
the  police  officers.  With  what  result  ?  There 
were  nine  convictions  in  a  month ;  and  so  I 
say  that  if  we  had  the  courage  to  ezecafee 
the  law  we  oould  make  the  lioensing-iaw  effeo* 
tive,  and  bring  the  drunkard  into  proper  order. 
Now,  one  word  about  the  dubs.  Of  course,  it 
is  the  duty  of  a  Liberal  Government  to  put 
in  a  clause  about  the  clubs.  It  would  be  per- 
fectly ridiculous  to  suppose  that  with  a  liberal 
Government,  as  the  nonourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  says,  the  clubs 
of  the  nobility  and  others — ^meaning,  I  sap- 
pose,  the  working-men*8  clubs— should  not  be 
liable  to  inspection.  Now,  that  is  all  humbug. 
It  is  only  a  sop  to  Cerberus ;  there  is  nothing 
in  it  at  all.  Every  club  is  properly  oonducted» 
I  may  say,  practically  without  exception,  and 
the  clubs'  laws  are  so  stringent,  and  are 
carried  out,  for  the  welfare  of  the  memberst 
with  such  stringency,  that  drunkenness  or  im- 
proper conduct  in  a  club  is  almost  an  impoa- 
sibility,  and  does  not  occur.  No  Minister  naa 
ever  yet  had  charges  against  any  club  brought 
before  him,  and  why  therefore  we  should  bring 
clubs  under  inspection  in  order  to  please  a  cer- 
tain section  of  society  I  fail  to  see.  There  is 
no  necessity  for  it,  and  I  believe  it  is  nothing 
but  a  sop  to  Cerberus,  and  should  not  be  done. 
But  it  is  in  this  Bill,  and  so  we  must  make  the 
best  of  it.  Those  are  the  only  points  I  wi^  to 
urge  on  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  may 
say  that  I  do  not  believe  in  allowing  a  publican 
to  make  men  drunk,  but  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  will  willingly  submit  to  be  told  by  any  one 
else  that  I  shalT  not  have  a  glass  of  wine  with 
my  diimer  or  lunch  if  I  feel  inclined  to  have 
it.  That  is  the  position  I  occupy  with  regard 
to  this  question.  Anything  that  will  help 
towards  the  proper  carrying-out  of  the  licensing- 
laws  I  shall  be  prepared  to  do,  in  order  that 
the  crime  of  drunkenness  may  be  diminished. 
I  do  not  believe  in  the  necessity  for  prohibition 
throughout  the  country,  nor  is  there  the  de- 
sire ;  and  that  is  the  tendency  of  this  Bill.  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  principle  of  the  direct 
veto  is  right.  I  may  be  told  that  we  may  trust 
the  people.  So  we  ought;  but  this  is  a  sub- 
ject of  administration.  I  believe  the  direct 
veto  will  not  benefit  the  temperance  party,  but 
will  prove  to  be  more  in  the  interests  of  the 
publicans.  To  my  mind,  at  any  rate,  a  Bench 
of  Licensing  Magistrates  properly  appointed  by 
the  Government  would  be  more  likely  to  do 
the  duty  fairly,  dispassionately,  and  without 
undue  influence,  than  any  body  elected  by  the 
people  in  the  manner  proposed  in  this  Bill. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Sir,  I  am  glad  your  at* 
tention  is  not  drawn  to  points  of  order  while 
members  are  speaking,  and  I  hope  that  during 
the  course  of  my  remarks  not  even  a  gentleman 
on  that  side  of  the  House  will  venture  to  take 
your  attention  from  me. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Quite  exousable. 
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Pr.  NEWMAN.— I  have  always  understood 
^e  faonouxable  gentleman  to  think  that  what 
IS  entirely  wrong  and  unmoral  on  this  side  of 
the  House  is  absolutely  right  and  proper  on 
that  side.  I  could  not  help  admiring  the  Pre- 
mier's sublime  audacity  this  afternoon.  Au- 
daoity,  audacity,  audacity,  always  characterizes 
that  honourable  gentleman.  All  through  this 
session  the  Government  have  funked  this  ques- 
tion. When  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua  brought  down  a  Bill  to  give  the  direct 
veto  to  the  people,  what  did  the  Government 
do?  Day  after  day  they  refused  to  answer 
questions,  and  robbed  the  honourable  gentle- 
man for  two  successive  davs  of  his  rights,  in 
order  that,  as  they  funked  on  this  question, 
they  might  prevent  the  question  from  being 
hrooght  before  the  House  and  the  opinion  of 
members  taken  upon  it.  To-day  we  see  the 
Ptemier  dragged  at  the  chariot-wheels  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  and  saving 
that  this  question  can  no  longer  be  shirked, 
and  that  this  Government  is  determined  to 
aapple  with  it.  In  my  opinion,  after  Judge 
Denniston's  decision  last  year,  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  a  reform  Bill  should  be 
brought  in.  Now,  without  talking  generally  on 
the  question  of  aJcoholism,  I  wish  to  point  to 
olanse  8.  It  was  under  a  clause  similar  to 
ibis  that  last  year  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  his  colleagues  tried  to  open  a  house  in  the 
King-country;  and  I  remind  the  Premier  of 
an  interesting  fact  in  connection  with  sly  grog- 
selling:  At  the  other  end  of  this  district,  at 
a  place  called  Ohingaiti,  when  he  discovered 
so  much  drunkenness,  what  did  he  do  ?  Un- 
like the  honourable  member  for  Hawke*s  Bay, 
who  told  us  how  he  suppressed  sly  grog-selling, 
the  Premier  created  a  new  licensing  district, 
to  flood  the  district  with  no  end  of  public- 
houses.  That  is  how  he  **  boldly  grapples 
with  the  question  "  t  One  clause  in  this  Bill  I 
think  very  unsatisfactory,  and  that  is  to  the 
effect  that  these  new  districts  shall  be  coter- 
minoQs  with  the  electoral  districts.  Within 
view  of  this  House  there  is  a  new  electorate 
called  Otaki — a  district  that  extends  for  no  less 
than  110  miles  in  length.  Now,  there  is  an 
electorate  110  miles  long,  and  the  people  at  one 
end  know  nothing  of  the  wants  of  the  people  at 
the  other  end ;  and  how  they  are  to  take  any 
particular  interest  in  the  question  of  how  many 
hotels  are  wanted  at  the  other  end  it  is  difficult 
to  see.  As  regards  the  clause  specially  men- 
tioned, requiring  half  the  number  of  people  to 
vote,  I  take  it  that  if  that  clause  is  passed  as 
it  stands,  then  the  whole  Bill  is  not  worth 
the  paper  it  is  written  upon.  It  will  be  a  dis- 
oreait  to  this  Legislature,  for  this  reason :  At 
the  general  election,  when  we  struggle  hard 
and  form  committees,  what  is  the  number  of 
people  who  record  their  votes?  Barely  two- 
thiras  of  the  people.  And  that  is  with  hotly- 
contested  elections.  And  supposing  the  rolls 
«re  purged,  if  we  contest  elections,  and  can 
only  get  two- thirds  to  vote  now,  and  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  we  are  to  have  women  on  the 
mil,  and  that  these  vomen  are  to  go  five,  six, 
•^d  seven  miles  to  record  their  votes,  will  it 


be  possible  at  future  elections  which  ar» 
hotly  contested  to  get  over  half  the  number  T 
Then,  what  does  it  mean?  If  a  few  people 
connected  with  the  publiohouse  trade,  or  those 
opposed  to  any  change  in  the  licensing-laws, . 
refuse  to  vote,  voting  will  become  invalid  in 
many  of  the  country  districts.  Probably  there 
will  not  be  one  valid  poll  in  the  whole  of  the 
fifty  country  licensing  districts.  As  regards 
various  other  matters,  I  think  the  Bill  as  a 
whole  is  a  good  one.  I  should,  however,  like 
to  see  amendments  in  the  direction  I  have 
indicated.  I  think  the  question  of  tied  houses 
should  be  dealt  with.  I  think  it  should  be 
provided  that  no  new  houses  should  be  tied 
at  all ;  and  in  the  cases  of  those  houses  which 
are  tied,  I  would  give  them  plenty  of  time — say, 
ten  or  twelve  years— in  which  to  get  out  of  that 
state;  but  after  a  ^iven  date  I  think  no  new 
houses  should  be  tied.  I  believe  that  if  pub- 
licans owned  the  houses  they  would  be  better 
conducted,  and  it  would  be  better  for  the  dis- 
trict. The  fact  is,  when  a  decent  man  wants  to 
get  a  hotel  now  he  finds  almost  every  house  in 
the  district  tied,  and  if  he  takes  one  of  these 
houses  it  means  that  he  is  more  or  less  the 
servant  of  the  brewer.  I  think  that  is  a  great 
evil.  I  think,  also,  that  the  districts  should  be 
smaller.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Premier,  in  re- 
gard to  the  provision  that  one-half  the  electors 
should  vote,  that  it  should  be  lowered;  and 
also,  if  at  an  election  a  reasonable  number  did 
not  vote,  the  poll  should  be  declared  invalid. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  do  you  call "  a  reason- 
able number  *'  ? 

Dr.  NEWMAN. —  I  think  that  might  be 
easily  decided.  As  the  clause  stands  now, 
I  venture  to  say  that  in  the  country  districts 
there  will  scarc^y  be  a  poll  carried  out  properly 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  rise  to  reply  very  briefiy 
to  a  few  specific  objections  which  have  been 
raised  to  certain  parts  of  the  Bill.  Generally, 
the  speeches  have  been  in  approval  of  the  Bill. 
Honourable  gentlemen  have  either  admitted 
that  the  Bill  is  a  good  Bill,  or,  at  any  rate,  if 
they  have  not  done  so  they  have  declared  that 
the  Government  had  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  and 
that  on  the  whole  the  Grovernment — from  the 
Government  point  of  view— have  done  their 
best  to  bring  in  a  good  Bill.  I  think  there  is 
a  general  consensus  of  opinion  that  we  have 
adopted  right  lines.     There  are  one  or  two 

goints  in  regard  to  which  the  honourable  mem- 
er  for  Inangahua  and  others  do  not  think 
we  have  adhered  closely  enough  to  tiiose 
lines.  And  there  has  been,  I  think,  one  ex- 
ceedingly unfair  taunt  thrown  out  against  the 
Government,  and  that  was  the  taunt  thrown 
out  by  the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere 
when  he  said  that  the  Government  would  get 
no  thanks  for  having  dealt  with  this  question, 
because  it  was  notorious  they  had  not  done  so 
until  it  was  forced  upon  them.  Why  should 
the  Government  be  taunted  with  that?  The 
Government  were  perfectly  frank  on  the  ques- 
tion. Minister  after  Minister  said  that  he  did 
not  consider  this  session  the  right  session  to 
deal  with  this  question.     We  reminded  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


188 


Alcoholic  Liqiwrs 


[HOUSE.]        Sale  Control  Bill.        [Aug.  18 


House  that  we  were  elected  three  years  ago  to 
carry  out  a  certain  policy,  of  which  liceusing 
reform  was  not  an  integral  part.  Therefore  we 
considered  it  to  he  our  fibcst  duty  to  carry  out 
our  own  policy,  and  to  complete  it  before  the 
next  general  election.  However,  as  the  public 
and  the  House  had  changed  their  mind,  and 
thought  that  this  question  should  take  pre- 
cedence, to  the  detriment  of  other  ques- 
tions, it  was  the  duty  of  the  (Government 
not  to  allow  a  private  member  to  deal  with 
such  a  large  question.  Moreover,  we  said 
tbis:  that,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  pri- 
vate member,  we  did  not  consider  that  the 
lines  on  which  he  proposed  to  deal  with  this 
subject  were  at  all  satisfactory.  We  thought 
we  could  deal  with  it  to  better  advantage  in 
the  interests  of  the  country,  and  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  do  so.  That  is  all  the  credit  we 
claim,  and  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  we  are 
entitled  to  that.  We  have  been  taunted  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  with  trying 
to  delay  the  bringing-on  of  this  large  question. 
That  is  absolutely  without  foundation.  It  is 
absurd  to  say  that  we  prolonged  the  finajicial 
debate  with  the  view  of  preventing  the  honour- 
able member  for  Insmgahua  from  dealing  with 
this  question  during  the  present  session.  The 
thing  is  too  childish.  The  mere  question  was, 
whether  the  Government  should  give  precedence 
to  what  is  the  central  business  of  the  session — 
that  is,  the  financial  discussion-— or  whether 
they  should  postpone  the  Budget  to.  let  a  Bill 
introduced  by  a  private  member  take  prece- 
dence. I  say  we  did  nothing  unusual,  and  I 
repeat  that  nothing  improper  was  done.  But 
that  the  question  must  be  dealt  with,  and 
would  be  dealt  with  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua,  we  knew.  We  admitted  that, 
and  we  promised  from  the  very  first  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  have  facilities 
for  bringing  on  his  Bill.  These  and  other 
taunts  were  thrown  out  against  us.  Honour- 
able gentlemen  first  of  all  upbraided  us  with 
unwillingness  to  touch  the  question,  and  then 
they  immediately  turned  right  round  and  up- 
braided us  for  undue  haste  in  bringing  it  on. 
That  shows  the  sort  of  criticism  to  which  we  are 
subjected  by  honourable  members  on  that  side 
of  the  House :  if  we  cannot  please  them  in  one 
way,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  please  them 
in  another.  The  member  for  EUesmere  com- 
plained that  the  Bill  was  circulated  yesterday 
and  yet  we  are  asked  to  deal  with  it  this  after- 
noon ;  and  he  defied  us  to  mention  any  one 
instance  in  which  an  important  measure  was 
rushed  on  in  such  a  way.  I  am  glad  the  honour- 
able member  for  EUesmere  has  given  me  an 
opportunity  of  mentioning  an  instance,  with 
which  he  and  his  friends  were  intimately  con- 
nected. Does  he  remember  what  was  done  by 
the  Atkinson  Government  in  1889  —  how  they 
brought  down  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  representa- 
tion of  the  colony,  called  the  Representation 
Act  (No.  2)  ?  It  was  an  Act  of  a  most  important 
character,  and  created  such  a  fur  eyre  in  the 
country  that  the  city  members  to  the  number 
of  twenty-seven  unanimously  stonewalled  the 
Bill.  Does  the  honourable  member  recollect 
A£r.  Rewe$ 


what  was  done  with  that  Bill?  It  was  not 
circulated  one  day  and  discussed  the  next,  but 
it  was  put  in  our  pigeon-holes  at  half-past  two, 
and  the  Colonial  Secretary  insisted  on  bringing 
on  the  second  reading  at  half -past  four — exactly 
two  hours  after^and  during  those  two  hotin 
the  House  was  discussing  other  business.  Yet 
when  we  asked  them  to  stay  the  Bill  for  a  few 
hours  the  Government  contemptuously  refused 
the  request.  Now  as  to  one  or  two  specifio 
objections  which  have  been  alleged  against  the 
Bill:  There  is  the  objection  to  clause  15. 
First  of  all  we  are  told  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  that 
nobody  can  understand  it,  and  that  if  it  is 
allowed  to  stay  as  it  is  at  present  not  a  single 
licensed  house  will  be  closed  under  it. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— I  am  glad  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  City  regards  it  in  that  way, 
because  that  makes  me  hope  that  the  clause  is 
perfectly  right.  What  does  the  clause  say  ?  It 
says  that,  if  an  absolute  majority  of  those  who 
vote  are  in  favour  of  leaving  things  as  they  are, 
then  things  are  to  be  left  as  they  are  :  in  other 
words,  if  a  bare  majority  are  not  prepared  to 
reduce  the  licenses,  they  shall  not  be  reduced. 
That  is  the  principle  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua — the  triumph  of  a  bare  but  ab- 
solute majority.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Bill 
says  that,  if  a  majority  of  three-fifths  decide 
that  there  shall  be  absolute  total  prohibition 
throughout  a  district,  there  is  to  bo  absolute 
total  prohibition ;  but  if  there  is  not  an  abso- 
lute three-fifths  majority  in  favour  of  prohibi- 
tion, or  an  absolute  bare  majority  in  favour  of 
the  status  quOy  then  there  is  to  be  a  reduction. 
And  work  it  out  as  carefully  as  you  may,  yon 
can  make  nothing  else  out  of  it.  There  is  to 
be  a  reasonable  reduction  of  the  number  of 
publiohouses — not  a  reduction  of  at  leetst  one- 
fourth,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Dnnedin 
City  (Mr.  Fish)  stated,  but  a  reduction  not  ex- 
ceeding one-fourth,  to  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Licensing  Committee,  who  are  to  be 
elected  by  a  bare  majority.  However,  a  triumph 
of  simple  arithmetic  has  been  laid  before  the 
House.  One  honourable  member  discovered 
that,  if  the  Committee  could  shut  up  25  per 
cent,  of  the  publiohouses  on  one  vote,  then  in 
twelve  years  they  could  shut  up  all  the  houses 
in  a  district.  The  schoolmaster  is  very  much 
abroad.  Do  four  times  25  per  cent,  mean 
that  the  whole  of  the  houses  are  to  be  shut 
up  ?  It  will  take  a  much  longer  time  to  close 
up  all  the  houses  than  the  honourable  member 
thinks.  Suppose  that  in  a  licensing  district 
there  are  forty -eight  publiohouses,  and  the 
Committee  close  25  per  cent,  the  first  year,  that 
is  twelve.  If  after  the  second  poll  they  closed 
tjfp  another  25  per  cent.,  that  would  mean  nine. 
That  would  be  twenty-one  out  of  fortv-eight 
publiohouses  closed  in  four  years  from  the  pre- 
sent time.  I  do  not  suppose  that  in  many  dis- 
tricts that  will  be  done,  because  I  do  not  think 
the  majority  of  the  people  are  in  favour  of  » 
reduction  of  so  sweepmg  a  character ;  but  that 
some  publiohouses  will  be  dosed  up  within 
the  four  years  I  am  convinced,  and  I  think  it 
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would  be  a  good  thing  for  New  ZeaUmd  that 
some  of  them  should  be   closed.    It   is   not 
merely  because  a  oeztain  number  of  publio- 
houses  will  be  closed  up  that  this  is  a  step  in 
adTance,  for  that  is  a  comparatively  small 
ihizig ;  if  no  reform  were  efiected  in  the  other 
pnblichouses  I  do  not  think  it  would  make  yery 
mach  difference  whether  there  were  forty  or 
fif^  publiohouses.   But  I  think  the  whip  which 
this    Act   will    allow   the   moderates  in  any 
disiriot  to  hold  over  the  liquor  trade  will  do 
great  good.    I  say  the  trade  must  see  now  that 
it  will  haye  to  bow  to  public  opinion,  and  this 
Act  will  compel  the  more  reckless  members  of 
the    trade    to   recognise   that   opinion.     The 
roBpeotable  publican  is  not  a  myth  —  he  is  a 
reality ;  nor  are  the  respectable  publioans  so  few 
— ^there  are  a  great  many.    But  the  publicans, 
like  every  other  body  of  men,  suffer  from  the 
misdeeds  of  the  few  disreputable  men  in  their 
ranks.    Just  as  a  political  party  is  dragged 
through  the  mire  owing  to  a  few  members  of 
that   party,   so   it   is  with   the  liquor  trade. 
Moreover,  this  Act  for  the  first  time  gives  a 
premiom  to  the  respectably-conducted  house. 
The  respectable  publican  who  runs  the  gauntlet 
of  the  direct  veto  successfully  will  be  allowed 
to  retckin  his  license,  on  the  ground  that  his 
house  is  a  public  convenience,  and  so  long  as 
it  is  a  public  convenience  he  will  have  some 
fixity  of  tenure  given  him.    He  is  not  to  be 
disturbed,  provided*  he  observes  the  law  strictly, 
for  three  years,  so  that  for  that  time  we  shall 
be  placing  a  premium  on  the  respectably-con- 
ducted houses.    In  these  two  things  the  Bill 
wiU  do  good :  it  will  be  a  terror  to  those  who 
conduct  their  houses  badly,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  will  reward  those  who  conduct  their 
houses  well,  and  I  think  in  that  respect  it  is 
distinctly  in  advance  of  any  licensing-law  we 
have  had  before.    An  objection  has  been  raised 
with  regard  to  the  safeguard  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  vote  at  the  poll — ^the  pro- 
viso that  the  poll  is  declared  to  be  null  unless 
you  have  half  the  total  number  of  people  on 
the  roll  voting.     I  own  that  is  an  arguable 
question — the  question,  that  is  to  say,  of  the 
exact  proportion  of  people  who  should  have  to 
vote  in  oraer  to  make  it  an  effectual  poll ;  it  is 
one  that  admits  of  argument.     At  the  same 
time  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  objections 
raised  against  it  and  so  freely  offered  to-night 
are  based  on  a  misapprehension.    First  of  all, 
those  who  raised  these  objections  seem  to  have 
forgotten  that  the  licensing  elections  will  take 
place  very  soon  after  the  general  election  of 
the  colony,  which  is  fixed  to  take  place  every 
three  years.     There  will  be  a  general  elec- 
tion at  a  period  of  a  few  months  hence,  and  in 
the  month  of  March  following  that  we  shall 
have  the  first  general  licensing  election.    Now, 
under  the  new  Electoral  Bill  something  like 
one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the  names  are  likely 
to  be  struck  off  after   the  general  election. 
The  whdie  of  the  absentees  and  the  bogus  votes, 
as  well  as  the  apathetic  and  lazy  people  who 
will  not  vote,  are  to  be  struck  off  the  roll,  and 
you  will  then  have  a  roll  consisting  simply  of 
the  effectives  for  the  licensing  elections  that 


follow.  A  period  of  three  or  four  months  will 
elapse,  during  which  time,  I  admit,  there  is  a 
certain  amount  of  scope  for  the  rolls  getting 
vrrong,  but  I  do  not  think  that  in  three  months 
after  such  a  purging  the  rolls  would  get  very 
far  wrong,  and,  at  any  rate,  it  is  simply  the 
duty  of  those  people  who  take  an  interest  in  the 
licensing  elections  to  do  something  to  keep  the 
rolls  clean  for  two  or  three  months.  If  they 
cannot  do  that,  there  can  be  very,  little  enthusi- 
asm on  the  one  side  or  interest  on  the  other. 
In  order  that  it  may  be  an  effectual  poll  under 
the  Bill,  one-half  of  the  electors  on  the  roU 
will  require  to  vote.  It  has  been  stated  that 
the  publicans  will  simply  abstain  from  poll- 
ing,— that  they  will  get  their  friends  not  to 
vote,  and  by  so  doing  they  will  make  the  poll 
nugatory.  Well,  if  the  publicans  were  mad 
enough  to  do  anything  so  extreme,  just  con- 
ceive the  danger  they  would  run  where  there 
is  anything  like  a  strong  temperance  party. 
How  can  they  possibly  think  they  could  pre- 
vail upon  one-half  of  the  electors  on  the  roll 
not  to  vote?  Take  the  case  of  a  large  elec- 
toral district.  Does  any  one  really  think 
that  in  large  thickly-populated  districts — not 
like  the  present  petty  districts,  say  only 
a  mile  square,  where  the  publican  knows 
every  man  he  meets — they  could  bring  such 
pressure  to  bear  on  these  voters  that  half 
of  them  would  keep  away  from  the  poll  ?  In 
an  electoral  district  with  a  dozen  or  fifteen 
licensed  houses  in  it,  how  can  we  possibly 
conceive  of  the  publioans  being  able  to  induce 
one-half  the  people  not  to  vote?  And  even 
if  they  were  foolish  and  reckless  enough  to 
try  to  secure  an  abstention  of  that  kind,  what 
would  be  the  effect  ?  They  would  wake  up  in 
the  morning  after  the  poll  to  find  that  the 
prohibitionists  had  carried  some  districts  by 
a  three-fifths  majority,  because,  the  publican 
party  not  voting,  the  prohibitionists  would 
not  have  the  slightest  difficulty  in  getting 
their  three-fifths  majority.  Are  the  publicans 
likely  therefore  to  run  such  a  risk  as  that  ?  I 
do  not  think  so ;  and  for  that  reason,  I  say,  the 
arguments  brought  to  bear  on  this  particular 
clause  are  somewhat  exaggerated.  What  would 
the  result  be  in  the  cities?  Take  the  case 
of  Ohristchurch,  with  which  I  am  somewhat 
familiar.  We  will  suppose  that  the  women  get 
the  vote,  and  that  will  mean  a  roll  of  some 
fourteen  thousand  voters  at  the  next  general 
election.  Now,  I  take  it  that  after  the  election 
four  or  five  thousand  of  these  will  be  struck 
out.  Is  it  to  be ,  supposed  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  forty  or  fifty  licensed  houses 
in  Ohristchurch  would  be  able  to  count  with 
any  security  upon  prevailing  on  four  thousand 
or  five  thousand  people  to  stay  away  from  the 
poll  ? — and,  unless  they  did,  they  would  run  the 
imminent  risk  of  enabling  the  prohibitionists  to 
close  the  whole  of  the  publiohouses  and  clubs 
in  the  district.  Are  the  people,  for  instance* 
who  are  interested  in  the  social  clubs  likely  to 
stay  away,  knowing  the  dreadful  risk  they  are 
running  by  doing  so  ?  No,  certainly  not«  On 
the  contrary,  I  venture  to  say  that,  instead  of 
having  an  abstention,  you  will  have  ev«7  effort 


Digitized  by ' 


Google       _ 


190 


Alcoholic  Liquors  tdOt76E.j        Sale  Control  BUI        [AvB.  1^ 


put  forth  on  both  sides  to  get  the  f allest  pos- 
sible poll  ever  seen  in  the  history  of  licensing 
elections  in  New  Zealajid.  I  am  not  going  at 
the  present  stage  to  detain  the  House  with  any 
■general  arguments  on  the  question  of  the  bare 
majority  verms  the  three-fifths  majority,  but  I 
must  on  this  occasion  distinctly  and  deliberately 
dissent  from  the  principles  laid  down  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua.  I  respect 
that  honourable  gentleman  as  much  as  any 
man  in  this  House,  I  admire  him  as  much, 
and  I  am  ready  to  pay  him  the  reverence  that 
is  due  to  the  very  high  position  he  holds  in  the 
liberal  party.  At  the  same  time,  I  dissent  re- 
spectfully from  the  position  he  lays  down  that 
no  man  is  a  true  Liberal  who  is  not  prepared  to 
vote  for  the  direct  veto  by  a  bare  majority.  He 
states  that  unless  you  are  prepared  to  do  that 
you  strike  a  blow  at  the  whole  system  of  repre- 
sentative government.  Sir,  the  direct  veto  by 
a  bare  majority  is  not  representative  govern- 
ment, and  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  is 
a  complete  departure  from  the  principles  of 
representative  government.  It  is  the  abolition 
of  representative  government,  and  the  reference 
of  government  to  the  instant,  direct  vote  of  the 
people — that  is,  the  referendum.  Now,  the 
desirability  of  the  referendum  is  an  arguable 
question,  but  I  say  it  is  distinctly  and  entirely 
a  radically  different  thing  from  the  system 
of  the  representation  of  the  people.  They  can- 
not be  the  same.  I  simply  say  there  is  nothing 
analogous  in  the  whole  history  of  government 
by  representation  to  wh«t  is  asked  for  now — 
that  is,  that  bv  a  single  vote  in  a  single  day  by 
a  bare  majority  you  should  give  to  the  ma- 
jority going  to  the  poll,  though  it  might  be  the 
minority  in  a  district,  the  power  of  confiscating 
a  great  mass  of  property,  and  of  imposing  on  a 
large  minority  of  their  fellows  what  the  latter 
consider  to  be  a  tyrannical  restriction  upon 
the  way  in  which  men  shall  live  their  social 
life.  I  do  not  say  it  would  be  a  wrong  thing 
if  prohibition  were  carried  by  a  very  large 
majority,  or  that  I  should  not  be  at  all  in 
favour  of  it.  But  I  say  there  is  nothing 
analogous  in  the  working  of  representative 
institutions  or  in  the  working  of  our  Consti- 
tution to  this  power,  which  is  asked  for  in 
the  shape  of  absolute  prohibition  by  a  bare 
majority,  by  the  working  of  the  direct  veto. 
Sir,  it  is  admitted  by  many  students  who  have 
looked  into  the  question  that  absolute^  prohibi- 
tion cannot  be  made  to  work  effectively  if  it 
is  at  all  in  advance  of  the  public  opinion  in 
a  district.  Therefore  I  say  that,  in  order  to  jus- 
tify it,  it  should  be  accompanied  by  safeguards. 
That  is  what  we  ask  you  to  give.  A  great 
number  of  students  and  impartial  men  abso- 
lutely disconnected  with  the  liquor  trade  and 
who  sympathize  with  the  temperance  party, 
who  have  studied  the  working  of  prohibition  in 
America  and  in  other  countries,  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  where  prohibition  is  backed 
up  by  a  large  majority  of  the  people  it  can  be 
made  fairly  effectual,  but  that  where  it  is  not 
backed  up  by  the  enthusiasm  and  the  assent 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  people  in  a  dis- 
trict it  is  not  made  effectual.  So  I  am  in- 
Mr,  Reeves 


olined  to  think,  if  prohibition  were  carried, 
unless  by  a  very  substantial  majority  of  the 
voters,  it  will  prove  to  be,  in  the  words  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  a  mockery, 
a  delusion,  and  a  snare.  But  I  am  not  in- 
clined to  take  it  that  this  Bill  will  necessarily 
be  a  mockery,  a  delusion,  and  a  snare  if  it  does 
not  allow  the  direct  veto  by  a  bare  majority, 
because  I  say  this :  that  if  you  study  this  Bill 
you  will  see  that  it  gives  hitherto  unheard-of 
facilities  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand  for 
securing  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  public- 
houses  in  the  colony,  and  also  the  complete 
control  of  the  liquor  traffic.  Now,  what  are  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  asking 
for  ?  Is  it  absolute  prohibition?  Will  anybody 
stand  up  here  and  say  so?  I  believe  that  if 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  colony 
were  polled,  either  through  the  referendum  or 
the  plebiscitum,  the  vote  would  not  be  in 
favour  of  total  prohibition.  Not  for  one  mo- 
ment do  I  believe  it  would.  Therefore  why 
should  our  opponents  complain  that  we  are 
afraid  to  trust  the  people  ?  Moreover,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman's  contention  is  carried 
out  to  its  logical  extreme,  the  only  way  of 
trusting  to  the  people,  and  securing  their  direct 
opinion,  is  by  an  absolute  plebiscitum  extend- 
ing from  the  Bluff  in  the  South  to  Cape  Maria 
Van  Diemen  in  the  North.  Then  we  should 
see  how  the  whole  people,  divorced  from  local 
interests,  would  vote  on  this  great  question. 
We  all  know  that  the  majority  of  the  people 
are  not  in  favour  of  tot^J  prohibition.  Then, 
what  do  the  people  want?  The  people,  of 
course,  want  something,  and  what  they  do 
want  is  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  public- 
houses,  and  a  more  effective  control  of  the 
publiohouses  than  we  now  have.  After  study- 
ing this  Bill,  will  anybody  pretend  to  say  that 
it  does  not  give  these  two  things  ?  Can  any- 
body show  that  it  does  not?  If  anybody 
says  that  it  does  not,  and  can  prove  his  case, 
then  I  shall  say  he  has  made  out  a  good  case 
against  the  Bill,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
support  him  cordially  in  having  it  amended. 

Mr.  FISHER.— -Whilst  it  is  not  travelling 
outside  the  record  to  offer  at  this  sta^e  some 
remarks  of  a  general  character  on  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  such  a  large  and  important  question, 
I  still  think  it  a  needless  waste  of  energy  to 
raise  a  discussion  upon  this  Bill  now,  for  the 
real,  practical  discussion  must  take  place  in 
Committee.  Any  discussion  at  this  stage  must 
be  of  an  abstract  or  academic  character,  like 
the  very  academic  speech  which  has  just  been 
delivered  by  the  Minister  of  Education.  I 
rise  only  to  congratulate  the  Government  on 
their  prompt  redemption  of  the  undertaking  to 
introduce  this  Bill.  I  therefore  do  not  agree 
with  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  at- 
tacked them  on  that  score  ;  and  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt,  who 
charged  them  with  vacillation  and  inconsis- 
tency. Burke  once  said,  when  charged  with  in- 
consistency, that  he  purposely  varied  the  means 
to  secure  the  unity  of  the  end.  Sir,  those 
honourable  gentlemen  in  attacking  this  diffi- 
cult question  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the^ 
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people  of  this  ooantry.  I  belioTe,  with  the 
nonoazable  member  for  Inangahua,  in  the  right 
of  the  people  to  goyem.  Sorely  no  honourable 
gentleman  on  either  side  of  the  House  will  say 
that  that  principle  in  the  abetraot  oan  possibly 
be  wrong.  I  do  not  hold  with  the  last  remarks 
of  the  Minister  of  Education  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  representation,  because,  if  he  is 
right,  then  our  whole  system  of  representation 
is  wrong.  I  believe,  as  I  have  just  said,  in  the 
tight  of  the  people  to  govern;  and  here  is  a 
Bill,  no  matter  by  whom  brought  in — and  I  am 
not  one  of  those  narrow  persons  who  condemn 
a  measure  because  it  happens  to  be  brought  in 
by  a  particular  set  of  men — ^which  goes  in  that 
direction.  I  say  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
men who  sit  on  those  benches  are  entitled  to 
credit  for  having  attacked  tbis  difficult  subject 
in  a  very  efficient  way.  I  agree  with  the  last 
remarks  of  the  Minister  of  Education — ^those,  I 
mean,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  non-effective 
administration  of  the  present  licensing -law. 
As  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay 
said,  had  the  law  as  it  stands  on  the  statute- 
book  been  (administered  in  a  courageous  man- 
ner, and  in  the  manner  in  which  it  ought  to 
be  administered,  the  necessity  for  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill  would  never  have  arisen. 
But  here  we  have  the  power  of  the  people  of 
the  country  elevated  to  the  position  of  import- 
ance which  it  ought  to  attain  to;  and  I  say, 
whether  this  Bill  passes  or  not — ^whether  it  is 
left  to  the  elections  or  not  to  determine — it 
matters  not  one  jot,  because  the  broad  under- 
lying principle  in  the  minds  of  the  people  at 
the  present  day  is  that  they  ought  to  nave  the 
control  of  the  liquor  traffic.  There  are  details 
of  the  Bill  to  which  I  and  many  others  object ; 
but  why  discuss  them  here  at  this  time  ?  There 
axe,  for  instance,  those  clauses  relating  to  clubs. 
I  myself  am  a  member  of  a  working-men's 
club,  and  I  object  to  those  claitees.  I  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay 
in  thinking  that  they  are  a  sop  to  Cerberus. 
For  instance,  why  should  I,  being  a  member  of 
a  working-men's  club,  be  turned  out  at  eleven 
o'clock  at  night  by  a  policeman,  while  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Education,  who  belongs  to  the 
Wellington  Club— the  home  of  the  nobility — 
may  not  be  interfered  with  by  the  arm  of  the 
law  ?  If  I  am  to  be  taken  by  the  arm  of  the 
law,  I  should  like  to  see  the  honourable  gentle- 
man removed  by  the  arm  of  the  law. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— That  is  what  the  Bill  pro- 
vides. 

Mr.  FISHEB.— I  want  to  see  the  Northern 
Club  in  Auckland,  the  Wellington  Club  in  Wel- 
lington, the  Ghristchurch  and  Canterbury  Clubs 
in  Chiistchurch,  and  the  Femhill  Club  in  Dun- 
edin  all  included  in  the  same  law.  If  we  are 
going  to  have  a  perfect  race,  let  us  have  a  per- 
fect race.  Well,  this  is  one  of  the  details  of  the 
Bill,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  the  details 
now,  because  this  is  not  the  proper  time ;  but 
I  will  say  this:  I  voted  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  because  I  believed  in 
the  principles  contained  in  his  Bill.  I  will  vote 
for  this  Bill  because  it  deals  with  an  exceed- 
ingly difficult  question  in  a  most  perfect  and 


thorough  manner.  As  to  its  perfectness,  we 
have,  of  course,  to  test  that  as  it  goes  through 
Committee.  Again  I  say  that  it  gives  me  plea- 
sure to  congratulate  the  Premier  upon  having 
introduced  this  Bill  to  deal  with  this  difficult 
question  in  such  a  thorough  and  effective  way. ' 
Mr.  O'GONOB.— I  think  I  must  follow  the 
example  of  other  honourable  members  in  con- 
gratulating the  Government  upon  the  vigorous 
action  they  have  taken  on  this  occasion.  I 
have  also  to  congratulate  them  for  another 
reason,  and  that  is  on  account  of  their  sudden 
conversion  to  the  principle  of  the  referen- 
dum. I  should  like  to  see  how  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  voted  against  the  broad 
principle  of  referendum  will  vote  now  that  the 
question  comes  before  them  in  this  Bill,  and 
how  they  will  reconcile  their  action.  Here  is 
the  one  principle  which  they  refuse  to  adopt 
one  day  and  they  adopt  the  next.  I  am  very 
glad  indeed  that  the  Government  have  come 
to  my  way  of  thinking.  I  think  it  is  my  duty 
as  a  member  of  the  House  to  call  attention 
to  certain  omissions  in  the  Bill.  There  is 
one  omission  which  must  be  an  oversight,  I 
think,  and  that  is,  in  not  dividing  the  elec- 
toral districts  into  ridings  or  subdistricts.  The 
Premier  will  see  that,  if  he  does  not  sub- 
divide the  electoral  districts,  it  will  be  im 
possible  for  him  to  get  members  elected  for 
different  localities.  He  does  not  provide  any 
machinery  whatever  for  electing  nine  members 
when  he  mentions  that  they  should  be  elected 
as  members  of  this  House  are  elected.  That 
is  a  provision  for  the  election  of  one  for  the 
whole  district,  but  an  election  of  nine  for  the 
whole  will  be  a  complicated  matter.  How  will 
the  votes  be  taken  ?  Will  each  elector  have 
nine  votes?  If  so,  all  the  members  will  be 
elected  by  the  populous  part  of  the  licensing 
district.  The  outlying  portions  will  be  un- 
represented unless  we  adopt  the  American 
ticket-system,  which  will  bring  in  the  other 
Yankee  invention,  the  "  election  boss."  I 
hope.  Sir,  the  Premier  will  bear  that  in  mind, 
as  it  is  a  thing  we  cannot  dispense  with. 
You  must  certainly  make  some  provision.  I 
would  also  point  out  to  the  Premier  on  that 
subject  that  the  division  of  ridings  ought 
to  be  specially  provided  for  the  different  locali- 
ties in  connection  with  this  reduction  of 
licenses.  In  his  own  district,  and  in  the  dis- 
trict which  I  represent,  there  is  a  very  much 
scattered  population,  and  the  hotels  in  some 
old  centres  of  population  remain  as*  before  the 
population  fell  off,  and  so  are  in  excess.  This 
is  particularly  noticeable  in  townships  on  the 
goldfields  :  the  hotels  there  far  exceed  the  re- 
quirements of  the  population,  while  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  the  hotels  are  few  and  far 
between,  being  in  a  district  a  hundred  miles 
long.  To  have  the  question  of  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  publichouses  submitted  to  the 
population  of  the  whole  district,  and  on  the 
basis  of  reductions  to  take  place  in  towns  one 
hundred  miles  away,  would  be  absurd.  Then, 
again,  if  tho  people  in  the  towns,  who  are  very 
numerous,  decided  that  there  should  be  a  reduc- 
tion, the  Licensing  Committee  would  take  that 
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as  an  instrnction  to  reduce  the  licensed  bonses 
all  over  the  district.  That  is  not  very  well 
dealt  with  in  the  Bill.  The  time  is  too  short 
for  considering  its  working  in  different  parts  of 
the  colony.  In  my  opinion  it  will  not  apply 
equally  well  with  town  and  country,  and  it  will 
not  apply  to  electoral  districts  as  a  whole.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  wants  to  avoid  that, 
he  should  provide  machinery  by  which  each  of 
these  electoral  districts  will  take  the  veto  to 
refuse  licenses,  but  each  of  the  subdistricts  as 
to  the  reductions.  The  larger  the  district  can 
be  for  the  purpose  of  pronouncing  as  to  the 
closing  of  publichouses  the  better.  Now,  in 
my  opinion,  it  should  be  for  the  whole  colony 
to  speak  on  that  question ;  or  the  insular  divi- 
sion might  be  used  to  decide  on  the  question 
of  licensing  or  no  licensing  in  the  colony. 
There  is  another  thing  I  am  sorry  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  seen  their  way  to  get  in  this 
Bill,  and  that  is  a  provision  that  the  license- 
fees  shall  be  colonial  revenue.  I  think  it 
would  remove  a  great  obstacle  to  the  solution 
of  the  question.  The  colony  could  give  a  capi- 
tation of  2s.  per  head  to  the  local  bodies  to 
compensate  for  their  loss.  The  Premier  can 
scarcely  expect  that  any  poor  local  districts 
with  small  revenues  will  deprive  themselves 
of  the  revenues  derived  from  the  licenses  when 
they  see  that  they  can  only  do  so  at  the  ex- 
pense of  increased  taxation  upon  themselves.  I 
think  that  is  almost  tsmtamount  to  establish- 
ing publichouses  in  the  colony,  and  increasing 
them  if  possible.  In  another  respect  also  the 
Premier  does  not  seom  to  have  grasped  the 
question  fully.  Hotels  are  not  required  only 
for  the  stationary  population  in  the  district, 
but  also  for  the  travelling  public.  I  think 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
spoke  of  the  requirement  in  this  town  of  a 
large  hotel  better  than  any  here  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  It  would,  Sir,  be  a  ridiculous  thing 
to  prohibit  in  the  Bill  the  erection  of  a  house 
of  that  kind. 

Mr.  SEDDON.r— It  could  be  done  by  trans- 
fer. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— A  transfer  would  scarcely 
apply,  because  in  order  to  get  one  the  builder 
of  that  hotel  would  have  to  buy  another  house 
first  and  get  the  license  for  it  transferred. 
Why  should  there  not  be  an  easier  means  pro- 
vided, so  that  a  man  could  ^et  the  license 
without  being  put  to  all  that  mconvenience  ? 
I  think  this  phase  of  the  question  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  Oovernment, 
together  with  the  larger  question  of  the  sub- 
division of  the  licensing  districts,  for  I  am 
perfectly  convinced  that  if  they  do  not  provide 
for  this  matter  the  Bill  will  prove  unwork- 
able. I  would  say  to  the  Premier  that  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  appoint  a  Licensing  Com- 
mittee for  a  whole  electorate  to  decide  what 
hotels  shall  be  licensed  and  what  hotels  shall 
have  their  licenses  cancelled.  I  think  that  if 
people  speak  their  will  on  the  licensing  ques- 
tion officials  ought  to  do  the  rest.  If  the 
Premier  will  adopt  that  plan  he  will  save  the 
country  a  great  deal  of  expense :  in  fact,  he 
will  save  the  country  also  from  a  very  great 
Mr.  O'Corwr 


difficulty,  beoause  there  are  very  few  people' 
indeed  who  would  care  to  nndertsJce  this  duty^ 
if  thoroughly  impartial.  I  think,  Sir,  the  Pre- 
mier will  himself  acknowledge  that  his  expe- 
rience in  the  colony  is  that  the  licenses  were 
dealt  with  better  by  officials  than  they  have  been 
dealt  with  since.  It  appears  to  me  that  this 
Licensing  Bill  may  be  made  a  very  great  im- 
provement on  the  present  law;  but  I  would 
ask  the  Government,  when  they  have  deter- 
mined to  leave  the  licensing  question  to  the 
people,  to  leave  to  the  people  also  the  question, 
of  what  reductions  shall  be  made,  and  put  it 
to  the  voters  in  such  a  way  that  they  will  be 
able  to  vote  upon  it  intelligently.  I  will  con- 
clude, Sir,  as  I  beg^an,  by  congratulating  the 
Oovemment  on  their  conversion  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  referendum. 

Mr.  HABENESS.— I  wish.  Sir,  to  say  a  few 
words  in  connection  with  this  Bill.  Like 
honourable  members  who  have  preceded  me,  I 
should  like  to  congratulate  Ministers  upon 
having  introduced  this  Bill,  though  I  cannot 
congratulate  them  upon  their  courage,  for 
there  can  be  no  question  that  this  Bill  was 
introduced  with  the  courage  of  despair — the 
courage  begotten  of  an  endeavour  to  maintain 
the  position  which  they  now  occupy  in  this 
House.  I  should  like,  had  time  permitted, 
to  discuss  the  main  principles  of  this  Bill, 
which  have  not  been  referred  to  by  previous 
speakers  to-night,  for  the  objections  which 
have  been  raised  are  principally  such  as  can 
be  dealt  with  in  Committee ;  but,  owing  to 
the  tactics  adopted  in  connection  with  the 
Bill  introduced  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangi^ua,  it  was  impossible  for  those  of  us 
who  were  desirous  of  speaking  on  this  matter 
then  to  discuss  this  great  question  of  direct 
veto,  because  by  so  doing  we  should  have 
been  assisting  those  members  who  were  strenu- 
ously opposing  the  measure.  I  will  there- 
fore confine  myself  to  a  few  remarks  on  the 
Bill  now  before  us.  As  I  have  already  said,  I 
cannot  congratulate  the  Government  on  the 
courage  they  have  displayed  in  connection 
with  their  attempt  to  settle  finally  the  licens- 
ing question  ;  and  for  this  reason  :  that  the 
courage  to  introduce  an  amending  Bill  has 
been  simply  the  result  of  consequences.  They 
were  forced  into  the  position  they  now  occupy 
by  many  of  their  followers  who  were  deter- 
mined that  this  question  should  be  settled 
during  the  present  session.  I  maintain  that 
the  Government  have  no  sincerity  whatever  in 
this  matter.  I  believe  that  in  this  city  they 
have  a  newspaper  which  is  an  expression  of 
the  opinions  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— It  is  not  the  expression  of 
opinion  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  HABENESS.— Sir,  I  understand  that 
this  paper  is  the  expression  of  the  opinions  of 
the  Government,  in  so  far  as  it  is  specially 
managed  by  the  Ministerial  editor,  who  is  its 
managing  director. 

Mr.  REEVES.— In  the  first  place,  Sir,  I  do 
not  think  it  a  proper  thing  to  bring  up  a  matter 
of  this  sort  in  the  House,  and  I  have  before 
said  this  session  that  I  am  not  the  mana^r. 
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and  have  not  managed  the  paper  since  the 
sesaion  began. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB. — As  the  honourable  member 
lor  Nelson  City  has  given  way,  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  entitled  to  make  that  personal 
explanation.  I  understand  the  Minister  to  say 
that  he  is  not  the  managing  director. 

Hr.  BEEVES.— I  am  not  managing  the 


^; 


HABENESS.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  stated  that  he  is  not  the  managing 
director. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— The  honourable  member  has 
not  heard  me  correctly.  I  am  the  managing 
direclor,  but  I  have  leave  of  absence  during 
the  session,  and  a  gentleman  in  Wellington  is 
managing  the  paper  for  me. 

Mr.  HABENESS.— I  have  not  a  sufficiently 
analytical  mind  to  understand  the  difierence 
which  tiie  Minister  has  attempted  to  explain. 
Bat  I  am  going  to  deal  with  the  opinions  of 
that  paper  on  this  great  question  at  the  pre- 
sent time ;  I  want  to  show  what  the  views  of 
the  paper  were  a  few  months  ago  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  the  managing  direc- 
tor, and  which  he  cannot  deny.  These  are  the 
Hon.  the  Minister's  opinions  on  the  16th  March 
last.    On  that  date  the  New  Zealand  Times 

•<  They  have  a  long  fight  before  them,  a  fight 
which,  until  they  educate  the  people,  they  can 
never  win.  At  present  the  majority  is  dead 
against  them,  and  there  are  no  signs  of  a  rapid 
change.  But,  while  the  educational  process  is 
going  on,  both  political  parties  may  very  well 
accept  Sir  Bobert  Stout's  advice  to  make  local 
option  a  plank  of  each  of  their  platforms.  That 
will  prevent  local  option  from  disturbing  the 
course  of  politics  by  drawing  an  impossible 
line  ol  division.  Local  option  is,  of  course, 
the  tme  solution.'* 

Now,  Sir,  on  the  2drd  March  the  same  paper 
aays,— 

"  The  <  direct  veto '  is  fair  to  all  parties.  Not 
the  least  of  its  difficulties  is  that,  unless  the 
majority  that  exercises  it  is  substantial,  trouble 
most  follow  to  an  extent  which  may  make 
things  worse  instead  of  better." 

Now  we  come  to  the  13th  April ;  and  then 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  paper  ? — 

"  What  man  of  temperate  mind  can  endure 
saoh  fanaticism?  What  man  of  practical 
jnstioe  can  put  into  the  hands  of  so  deter- 
mined a  minority  so  powerful  a  weapon  as  a 
direct  veto,  to  the  misuse  of  which  they  are 
deeply  committed  ?  These  be  grave  considera- 
tions in  these  times." 

I  maintain,  Sir,  that  between  the  28rd  March 
and  the  18th  April  there  was  an  entire  change 
of  front  in  the  attitude  of  the  paper  which 
must  be  taken  to  express  the  opinions  of  the 
Qovemment  on  this  vital  question.  Taking, 
therofore,  this  paper  as  indicating  the  views 
of  the  Government,  I  fail  to  see  that  they  are 
in  earnest  in  connection  with  this  very  im- 
portant matter.  I  maintain  that  they  are  not 
in  earnest,  because  the  promise  made  by  the 
Piemier  that  he  would  bring  in  a  measure  if 
the  second  reading  of  Sir  Bobert  Stout's  Bill 
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were  carried  was  not  made  in  good  faith.  No 
doubt  when  that  promise  was  made  the  Pre- 
mier had  no  conception  whatever  that  the  Bill 
would  be  indorsed  by  so  large  a  majority  as  it 
was.  The  second  reading  of  that  Bill  was 
carried  by  so  large  a  majority  that  the  Qo- 
vernment  had  to  take  up  the  question,  al- 
though they  were  entirely  at  variance  with 
the  principle  contained  in  it. 

Ml.  SEDDON.— I  voted  for  it. 

Mr.  HABENESS.— It  is  unquestionable  that 
the  Government  would  have  objected  to  take 
the  matter  up  and  to  introduce  this  mea- 
sure if  it  had  not  been  for  certain  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  support  them  so  strongly. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  about  that.  I  say  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  the 
previous  Bill  in  this  House — the  member  for 
Inangahua — ought  to  have  been  allowed  to 
go  on  with  it,  as  his  Bill  was  more  acceptable 
to  the  people  of  New  Zealand  than  this  will 
be.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  want  to  enter  upon  the  * 
principle  of  the  direct  veto.  I  can  only  say 
that  in  this  matter  we  ought  to  be  prepared 
to  trust  the  people,  and,  if  we  want  the  people 
to  help  themselves,  the  best  way  is  to  teach 
them  now  to  help  themselves,  and  to  throw 
upon  them  the  full  responsibility  of  their  own 
actions.  I  have  one  or  two  strong  objections 
to  it,  which  I  will  briefly  point  out.  In  the 
first  place,  I  think  the  insincerity  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  this  matter  is  shown  in  the  fact 
that  it  is  proposed  to  constitute  licensing  dis- 
tricts coterminous  with  the  electoral  districts. 
I  venture  to  think,  from  what  I  know  of  the 
temperance  feeling  that  exists  throughout  the 
colony,  that  this  Bill,  if  carried,  will  put  back 
the  temperemce  question  at  least  ten  years. 
Of  this  I  am  convinced,  and  I  venture  to  put 
my  opinion  against  that  of  the  Minister  of 
Education.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  if  this 
Bill  is  carried  as  it  is  now,  the  effect  will 
be  that  in  these  large  districts  we  shall  get  no 

E roper  control,  so  there  will  be  no  reduction  of 
censes  throughout  New  Zealand  for  the  next 
ten  years.  If  it  were  not  for  this  and  other 
disabilities,  the  best  feature  in  this  Bill  would 
be  the  fact  that  we  might  be  able  to  reduce 
the  houses  every  three  years  by  25  per  cent., 
and  thus  bring  about  what  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  are  asking  for — namely,  prohibition. 
One  other  important  provision  of  the  Bill  is  sub- 
section (7)  of  clause  10 :  **  Whenever  a  license 
is  granted  after  the  taking  of  a  poll  in  any 
district,  the  licensee  shall  have  the  right  of 
an  annual  renewal  of  such  license."  I  main- 
tain, Sir,  that  we  are  departing  entirely  from 
the  principles  of  the  present  law — from  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  passed  in  1881 — under 
which  we  only  grant  annual  licenses.  Of 
course  the  honourable  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced the  Bill  would  say  that  by  giving  this 
right  to  a  triennial  license — for  it  is  nothing 
more  or  less— he  is  carrying  out  the  intents 
and  purposes  of  the  present  law.  I  maintain 
that  there  is  no  law  existing  which  gives  a 
licensee  any  decided  right  to  a  license  beyond 
one  year.  But  here  in  this  Bill  we  are  giving 
a  vested  interest  in  a  license  for  three  years. 
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Another  thing  I  object  to  is  that  the  whole 
cost  of  these  elections  is  put  upon  the  looal 
bodies.  That  was  perfectly  fair  when,  under 
the  present  system  of  our  licenslng-law,  only 
ratepayers  were  called  upon  to  vote;  but  it 
is  not  quite  legitimate,  nor  is  it  fair,  that  the 
local  bodies  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  all 
expenses  in  oonnection  with  these  elections. 
Under  this  Act  we  are  bringing  in  an  entirely 
new  system  of  elections.  We  are  not  only 
going  to  allow  men  who  are  on  the  electoral 
roll  to  vote  in  these  elections  of  Oommittees, 
but  in  all  probability  women  will  shortly  have 
the  franchise  and  will  be  able  to  vote.  Thus 
all  who  are  on  the  electoral  rolls  of  the  colony 
will  have  the  right  of  voting.  But  the  ma- 
jority of  those  on  the  roll  will  contribute 
nothing  whatever  to  the  local  rates.  There- 
fore, I  say,  when  you  bring  into  force  this 
new  element  in  the  election,  it  would  not  be 
fair  to  saddle  local  bodies  with  the  whole  cost. 
The  cost  should  come  from  the  consolidated 
revenue.  Another  reason  why  I  think  the 
Government  are  not  sincere  in  bringing  in  the 
Bill,  and  do  not  intend  to  cany  it  through, 
is  the  fact  that  they  are  giving  power  to  the 
local  bodies  to  increase  taxation  to  meet  the 
cost  of  elections.  This  provision  is  fatal  to  the 
measure,  and  the  Premier  knows  that.  In  the 
first  place  you  propose  to  reduce  their  licenses, 
and  in  the  second  place  you  are  giving  them 
power  to  tax  themselves  to  make  up  the  de- 
ficiency. I  say  there  are  few  local  bodies 
throughout  New  Zealand  which  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  tax  themselves  in  this  way,  or  which 
would  allow  themselves  to  be  taxed  even  to 
carry  the  Act  out.  Another  fatal  objection  that 
has  been  already  referred  to  lies  in  clause  15 
of  the  Bill.  In  my  opinion,  if  this  clause  is 
carried  as  it  is  now,  it  will  render  the  whole 
Bill  inoperative.  I  believe  that  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  licenses  a  bare  majority  is  sufficient, 
and  the  provision  that  a  three-fifths  majority 
shall  be  required  before  houses  shall  be  closed 
is  reasonable,  but  to  add  the  proviso  that  half 
the  electors  shall  record  their  votes,  otherwise 
the  poll  shall  be  void,  will  simply  render  the 
whole  Bill  inoperative.  We  are  proposing  to 
give  the  people  the  power  to  control  the  liquor 
traffic.  At  the  same  time  the  disabilities  are 
60  great  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  them 
to  keep  the  control  over  it  that  they  wish  to 
have  if  we  put  in  this  special  subsection.  Sir, 
I  do  not  want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
at  greater  length.  I  should  like  to  refer  to 
some  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay.  He  said  that,  if  we  made 
the  trade  respectable  by  additional  penalties 
and  a  continuity  of  tenure,  the  adverse  influ- 
ences would  be  entirely  done  away  with.  Is  it 
not  a  fact  that  we  have  made  the  trade  about 
as  respectable  as  we  can?  Yet  there  is  a  largo 
proportion  all  over  the  colony  who  think  its 
respectability  has  not  had  a  beneficial  effect, 
and  that  we  have  not  improved  it  one  whit  by 
the  regulations  brought  to  bear  under  the 
existing  law.  Then,  Sir,  he  objects  to  clubs 
being  brought  under  this  Act.  He  makes  the 
statement  that  there  is  no  need  for  special 
Mr,  Harkness 


supervision.  Clubs  are  never  found  out  in  Mrf 
impropriety.  There  is  a  widespread  impzes- 
sion  that  evils,  such  as  gambling,  do  exist  in 
clubs.  We  never  find  the  clubs  out  in  any 
impropriety,  because  we  have  not  got  the 
chance  of  inspecting  them.  We  ask  iSiat  the 
clubs  shall  be  thrown  open  to  the  inspection 
of  the  policeman.  The  honourable  member 
also  told  us  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  altec 
the  present  law  at  all.  I  can  only  say,  from 
my  personal  experience,  the  present  law  has 
utterly  failed  to  regulate  and  control  the  trade, 
and,  if  anything  were  wanting  to  provQ  this 
position,  the  decision  given  in  the  Sydenham 
case  is  sufficient  to  show  beyond  dispute  that 
the  law  is  not  what  we  believed  it  to  be.  It 
is  possible,  if  that  decision  had  not  been  given, 
the  temperance  party,  as  far  as  New  Zealand 
is  concerned,  would  have  been  content  with 
the  law ;  but,  as  the  judgment  has  been  given 
entirely  against  the  temperance  party,  we  ask 
that  the  people  shall  be  intrusted  with  a  more 
direct  control  of  this  question.  Further  than 
that,  I  maintain.  Sir,  there  would  not  have 
been  the  strong  agitation  we  have  to-day  if  the 
publicans  had  observed  the  law  and  kept  the 
regulations.  In  consequence  of  the  fact  that 
the  law  has  been  departed  from,  this  agitation 
is  existing  to-day,  and  the  people  are  demaojd. 
ing  that  they  shall  have  the  direct  control. 
Personally,  I  shall,  with  very  great  pleasure, 
assist  the  Government  in  passing  the  Bill. 
But,  while  supporting  its  main  principles,  I  vrill 
support  any  honourable  gentlemen  who  may 
move  amendments  in  those  clauses  which  I 
iiave  referred  to — ^provisions  as  to  the  size  of 
the  districts,  and  especially  the  subsections  of 
clause  15— making  it  a  workable  measure. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  in  rising  to  reply  to 
the  speeches  made  upon  this  Bill,  I  desire  to 
express  my  very  great  pleasure  indeed  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  Sill  has  been  received. 
I  little  expected,  when  I  made  the  promise 
to  the  House  that  the  Government  would  bring 
in  this  Bill,  the  Government  would  be  able  to 
bring  in  a  measure  that  would  prove  satisfac- 
tory to  all — that  it  would  have  met  with  so 
much  approval  as  it  has  met  to-night.  But 
I  believe  that  every  single  member  of  the 
House  who  has  spoken  upon  the  Bill  has  ex- 
pressed his  pleasure  at  some,  if  not  at  all,  of 
its  provisions,  and  has  also  promised  his  sap- 
port  to  the  Government  in  carrying  it  through. 
The  speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
last  spoke  is  to  some  extent,  I  should  say, 
the  only  speech  that  condemned  the  Bill,,  had 
he  only  been  consistent;  but,  while  con- 
demning the  Bill  in  respect  to  certain  clauses 
in  it,  which  he  says  would  be  fatal  to  it,  and 
while  saying  that  it  would  not  settle  this  ques- 
tion to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  the 
colony,  he  tells  the  House  that  he  is  going  to 
support  the  Bill,  and  give  us  his  assistance  in 
getting  it  through.    Let  me  say  this.  Sir, 

Mr.  HABKNESS.  — WiU  the  honourable 
gentleman  allow  me  to  say  that  what  I  said 
was,  I  would  support  the  Bill  if  certain  amend- 
ments were  made  in  Committee,  but  I  did  not 
consider  that  it  contained  the  full  principle 
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ihat  the  people  of  New  Zealand  were  asking 
lor? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Then  the  honourable  gentle- 
man admits  that  the  present  law  is  defective ; 
therefore  his  objections  to  the  Bill  are  defec- 
tive also.  But  I  say  that  the  Government  are 
endeavouring  to  remove  the  disabilities  under 
which  the  people  labour  at  the  present  time. 
Therefore  I  do  not  think  I  am  compelled  to 
thank  the  honourable  gentleman  for  nis  sup- 
port. That  is  the  effect  of  his  admission,  and 
makes  it  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  he 
helps  us  to  get  this  Bill  passed  or  not.  It  is 
saon  speeches  coming  from  members  of  the 
temperance  party,  speeches  that  have  been 
made  also  on  the  public  platform,  that  cause  a 
revulsion  of  feeling.  When  we  have  an  honest 
attempt  made  at  legislation  in  order  to  remove 
tiie  disabilities  under  which  the  people  labour, 
and  to  grapple  manfully  and  practically  with 
tiais  subiect,  we  find  nothing  will  please  some 
honourable  members.  I  say,  Sir,  that  in  this 
Bill — and  the  worsb  the  honourable  gentleman 
can  say  against  it  is  that  it  is  imperfect — 
the  Government  are  only  endeavouring  to  do 
their  duty  in  bringing  the  matter  forward. 
Yet  we  find  this  has  not  prevented  some  from 
saying  that  the  Government  had  shirked  deal- 
ing with  this  very  important  question.  I  say, 
Sir,  the  Government  did  nothmg  of  the  kind. 
When  the  Financial  Statement  was  under  de- 
hate,  and  when  the  private  members'  days  were 
token,  and  when  the  Direct  Veto  Bill  was 
eventually  put  upon  the  Order  Paper,  what 
did  I  tell  the  House  ?  Honourable  members, 
later  in  the  session,  would  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity of  dealing  with  this  particular  measure. 
But  what  seems  to  be  altogether  forgotten  is 
that  later  on  the  Government  promised — and 
I  made  that  promise  here  from  the  place  I 
now  stand  to  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua — that  after  the  honourable  gentleman's 
Bill  was  committed,  and  when  the  Government 
brought  down  its  Bill,  if  it  was  not  found 
satisfactory  to  the  honourable  gentleman  I 
would  place  him  in  the  same  position  some 
other  evening  in  respect  to  his  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee as  he  was  in  at  the  time  when  the  mo- 
tion to  report  progress  was  made.  How  can  it 
be  said  that  the  Government  were  insincere, 
and  were  not  prepared  to  give  every  facility 
for  the  consideration  of  this  all-important 
question  ?  It  is  unfair  now  to  say  either  that 
the  Government  were  insincere  or  that  they 
wished  to  shirk  the  responsibility  of  dealing 
with  this  important  subject.  It  is  quite  true 
that  the  Government  did  not  include  a  measure 
on  this  question  in  the  measures  mentioned 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne ;  but  there  are 
now  on  the  Order  Paper  a  large  number  of 
measures  which  the  Government  will  ask  the 
House  to  deal  with,  even  at  the  risk  of  prolong- 
ing the  session,  because  we  think  tney  are 
imporcant  in  the  interest  of  the  coimtry.  But 
as  expressions  of  opinion  were  given,  and  we 
found  as  time  progressed  that  there  were 
defects  in  the  law  that  required  amendment, 
— as  there  had  been  appeals  to  the  Supreme 
Ooort,  and  as  there  had   been  quashing   of 


licenses  in  Ghristohurch, — as  all  these  things 
were  going  on,  and  as  the  temperance  party 
had  been  spending  some  £1,000— most  of  it 
taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  poor  people — ^to 
carry  out  a  principle,  while  others  with  means 
were  going  more  and  more  to  law,  and  when 
also  we  found  some  three  weeks  ago  that  the 
Government  were  appealed  to  by  both  sides 
that  we  should  give  directions  to  the  police,  irre- 
spective of  all  law,  to  step  in  and  stop  this 
sale  of  liquor,  although  we  had  the  advice 
of  our  own  officers  that  we  could  not  do  it, 
because  the  licenses  still  existed  —  when  we 
had  all  these  things  going  on  we  felt  that 
we  were  forced  into  the  position  of  bringing 
forward  this  measure  and  passing  it  into  law. 
It  has  not  been  the  action  of  any  member  of 
this  House,  it  has  not  been  the  taunts  of 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite,  that  has  forced 
us  to  do  this,  but  it  was  because  we  con- 
sidered it  our  duty,  in  consequence  of  what 
was  going  on,  to  deal  with  this  important  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  remove  the  disabilities  which  at 
present  exist.  Then,  we  are  told  that  it  is 
the  fourteen  gentlemen  who  generally  vote  with 
us,  but  who  voted  against  us  upon  that  occa- 
sion when  the  motion  for  reporting  progress 
was  moved  on  the  Bill  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Inangahua,  who  have  forced  us  to  take 
this  action.  Let  me  tell  those  honourable 
gentlemen  this :  that  when  we  consider  it  our 
duty  to  bring  forward  a  measure,  and  par- 
ticularly on  a  subject  that  should  properly  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Government,  we  shall  do  our 
duty  irrespective  of  any  taunts  that  may  be 
thrown  out  against  us.  I  say  that  the  very 
expressions  of  opinion  that  have  been  given 
from  both  sides  of  the  House  must  convince 
those  honourable  gentlemen  that  they  were 
wrong  and  the  Government  were  right;  and 
the  proof  of  it  is  the  Bill  that  is  now  before 
the  House.  Sir,  we  have  nothing  to  go  back 
from,  and  we  have  nothing  to  express  regret 
for.  But  I  have  to  thank  honourable  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side,  too.  Why  should  not 
they  take  some  credit  to  themselves  ?  It  is 
not  the  fourteen  who  generally  vote  with  the 
Government  that  deserves  credit,  but  the  nine 
gentlemen  from  the  other  side  who  assisted  the 
large  body  of  Goverimient  supporters  on  that 
motion  for  reporting  progress,  and  who  en- 
abled us  to  bring  down  this  measure  which 
has  given  such  general  satisfaction,  both 
in  the  House  and  in  the  country.  I  am  sure 
that  those  nine  honourable  gentlemen  voted 
conscientiously,  jnst  as  the  fourteen  voted  con- 
scientiously, and  as  it  was  an  open  question  I 
think  we  have  no  right  to  taunt  each  other  on 
what  has  followed.  To  those  Government  sup- 
porters who  stood  firm  and  assisted  me  I  shall 
ever  feel  grateful.  I  will  now  meet  one  or  two 
of  the  objections  taken  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City.  He  said  that  if  the  elec- 
toral boundaries  were  made  the  boundaries  of 
the  licensing  districts  it  would  be  impossible 
to  work  the  Act  satisfactorily.  I  was  surprised 
to  hear  him  find  fault  with  the  Government  for 
making  those  the  boundaries,  when  we  remem- 
ber that  it  was  the  temperance  party  who  three 
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months  ago  were  advocating  a  ohaDge  in  the 
licensing  system,  and  suggested  that  the  licens- 
ing districts  should  have  the  same  boundaries 
as  the  electoral  districts;  and  now  when  we, 
admitting  the  force  of  their  contention,  have 
given  effect  to  it  we  find  one  of  those  tem- 
perance advocates  telling  the  House  that  it 
will  be  unworkable.  Why,  I  say,  should  they 
have  asked  the  people  to  agree  to  it,  and,  as  it 
were,  converted  them  to  their  views,  and  then 
tell  us  here  in  this  House  that  it  will  be  un- 
workable ? 

Mr.  WKIGHT.— It  is  the  difEerence  between 
the  towns  and  the  country. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  say  it  is  no  more  unwork- 
able to  elect  nine  gentlemen  to  these  Licensing 
Oommittees  than  it  is  to  elect  one  gentleman  to 
this  House  within  a  district  of  the  same  bound- 
aries. That  brings  me  to  the  solution  sug- 
gested by  the  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer, 
and  that  is,  that  if  you  wish  to  have  the  repre- 
sentatives of  an  entire  district  you  might 
divide  the  district  into  ridings.  If  you  do  that, 
then  comes  in  this  question  of  expense,  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  told  us 
would  be  fatal  to  the  Bill  in  carrying  it  out. 
I  have  given  considerable  thought  to  this 
point,  and  I  believe  that  when  we  come  to  work 
the  measure,  and  when  we  find  parties  trying 
to  work  it  smoothly  and  in  the  interest  of 
the  district,  so  as  to  prevent  what  is  now 
going  on,  we  shall  find  that  the  measure  will 
work  smoothly  and  well  for  all  concerned.  As 
to  this  question  of  eicpense,  what  is  it  ?  The 
rolls  are  already  prepared,  and  there  at  once 
is  a  saving  of  expense.  Look  at  the  number 
of  licensing  districts  that  there  is  at  present, 
at  the  number  of  Licensing  Committees, 
and  at  the  amount  of  advertising  that  has 
to  be  done.  There  are  now  some  413  Licensing 
Committees.  If  the  Bill  passes  there  will  be 
only  sixty-two.  I  will  undertake  to  say  that, 
witn  the  number  of  clerks  and  Returning  Offi- 
cers, and  the  administrative  expense  incurred 
at  elections,  the  expense  now  is  much  greater 
than  it  will  be.  You  have  the  annual  elections, 
the  triennial  elections,  and  the  local-option 
eiecfcions,  and  many  other  expenses  under  the 
existing  law ;  and,  seeing  that  the  rolls  are 
already  prepared,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that 
the  expense  to  the  local  bodies  under  the  new 
system  will  be  less  than  it  is  now.  I  say  that 
in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  City  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
penses. And  then  I  say  that,  even  if  there  were 
more  expenses,  if  this  measure  brings  the  liquor 
traffic  under  fair  and  proper  control  he  should 
be  the  very  last  to  raise  the  question  of  a  few 
pounds  less  or  more  lost  to  the  local  bodies. 
Well,  we  have  had  to-night,  as  we  have  had  on 
almost  all  other  questions — and  to  me  it  is  some- 
what painful — we  have  again  had  this  question 
of  the  JSew,  Zealand  Times  dragged  in.  It 
seems  to  me  that  honourable  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  are  bent  on  placing  that  newspaper 
in  the  position  of  the  foremost  journal  in  New 
Zealand.  I  look  at  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)— I  do  not  know 
whether  he  is  a  shareholder  or  not,  but  he 
Mr,  Seddon 


seems  to  smile  very  happily,  and  I  know  that 
in  his  inmost  heart  he  wishes  it  was  anothev 
Wellington  journal.  But  I  ask,  why  should 
the  New  Zealand  Times  be  brought  before  this 
House  on  every  possible  occasion  ?  An  article 
has  been  here  quoted  touching  on  the  question 
of  the  direct  veto;  and  what  did  it  say  but  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  has 
contended  for  ?  We  have  been  told  that  they 
do  not  want  a  mere  handful  of  persons  to  have 
this  veto,  and  they  say.  Why  should  not  the 
ratepayers  alone  have  the  settlement  of  so  large 
a  question  ?  Then,  when  we  see  the  New  Zea* 
land  Times  saying  that  a  handful  of  persons 
should  not  have  the  control,  it  shows  that  that 
journal  concurs  with  the  temperance  party, 
who  say  that  it  should  be  settled  on  a  broader 
basis,  and  not  by  a  handful  of  people.  That  is 
^uite  consistent  throughout,  and  that  is  what 
is  contained  in  this  Bill ;  and  I  should  have 
thought  that  the  temperance  party  would  have 
been  satisfied  when  we  not  only  do  that,  but 
take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers,  and 
give  to  the  whole  of  the  people  a  vote  on  the 
subject.  But  we  get  no  thanks,  no  matter 
what  we  do.  Have  not  the  people  a  great 
deal  to  do  in  the  selection  of  representatives  ? 
Look  at  the  extent  of  the  districts  throughout 
the  whole  of  South  Canterbury,  and  North 
Canterbury,  and  Otago,  and  everywhere  else. 
And  are  there  not  elections  as  far  as  the 
Education  Boards  are  concerned  ?  Shall  we  be 
told  that  those  Education  Boards  are  not  repre- 
sentative bodies,  and  that:  the  gentlemen  on 
those  Boards  do  not  carry  out  their  duties  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  people  ?  It  is  true  we 
have  the  members  of  those  Boards  selected 
by  the  Committees;  but  who  is  it  that  elects 
the  Committees?  It  is  the  householders  and 
parents  in  the  different  districts.  I  see  no 
difficulty  whatever  as  regards  the  election  o€ 
members  of  these  Committees.  Then,  Sir,  we 
were  told  that  we  ought  to  go  back  to  the  Resi- 
dent  Magistrates  to  administer  the  Act.  The 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  and  the 
honourable  member  for  the  BuUer  advocated 
that  course,  and  so  did  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie).  I  say  No. 
I  say  that  you  would  be  going  backward.  You 
have  already  got  the  elective  principle.  Is  it 
to  be  said  that  you  cannot  trust  tne  people 
with  the  administration  of  the  Act  as  much  as 
you  could  Government  officials  ? — for,  if  so,  then 
I  say  that  all  your  arguments  about  the  exten- 
sion of  the  franchise,  and  extending  the  bound- 
aries, and  giving  the  people  control  over  this 
traffic,  are  valueless.  They  vanish  the  mo- 
ment you  confess  that  you  cannot  elect  nine- 
men,  from  those  who  have  elected  the  members 
to  this  House,  to  regulate  this  traffic.  If  you 
have  not  sufficient  confidence  in  them  to  allow 
them  to  administer  the  licensing-laws,  then  I 
say  the  people  ought  not  to  be  trusted  with  the 
election  of  members  to  this  House. 

Mr.  0*CONOR.— The  position  we  take  up  i» 
this:  that  the  people  should  give  the  direc* 
tions,  and  the  officials  should  carry  those  direc- 
tions out, 

Mr.  SEDDON.— But,  Sir,  there  is  a  dis^ 
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cxetionaty  power  in  our  licenaing-law  at  the 
piesent  time,  and  it  was  in  the  exercise  of 
ihat  discretionary  power  tliat  we  resolved  upon 
the  elective  system.  And  we  are  told  time 
after  time  that  we  ought  to  make  our  Justices 
of  the  Peace  elective. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— **Hear,  hear,"  an  honour- 
able member  says.  Now  we  have  to  make 
ouz  Magistrates  elective,  but  we  are  not  going 
to  trust  the  elected  of  the  people  to  administer 
our  lioensing-laws.  I  was  rather  amused  at 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  who 
told'  us  that  what  was  wanting  in  this  Bill,  and 
irhat  was  more  important  than  all  others,  was  a 
provision  to  prevent  the  adulteration  of  liquor. 
He  forgets  that  this  Bill  is  read  with  and  con- 
strued as  part  of  the  original  Licensing  Act  of 
1881. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — It  is  inoperative. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Those  clauses  are  not  in- 
operative ;  they  are  operative ;  and  I  feel  satis- 
fied that,  with  the  control  we  are  now  giving, 
and  with  the  extensions  we  are  giving,  we 
shall  have  sections  174  to  188  given  efiEeot  to. 
The  question  raised  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man IS  already  the  law  of  the  land.  I  am  sur- 
prised that  an  ex-Minister  of  Defence  should 
not  have  been  aware  of  the  laws  under  which 
lie  was  working. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  am  aware  of  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON.-— Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man forgot  altogether  that  this  Bill  is  to  be 
read  with  the  Licensing  Act.  As  regards  the 
adulteration  clauses  in  the  Licensing  Act,  they 
are  still  retained.  I  felt  pained  at  some  re- 
marks made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke*s  Bay,  probably  unwittingly.  He  said 
there  ought  to  oe  continuity  so  far  as  licenses 
were  concerned.  His  reason  for  that  was,  as 
he  said,  that  it  would  make  hotelkeepers  re- 
spectable—  we  should  get  respectable  hotel- 
keepers  if  that  were  done.  I  must  admit  there 
are  a  few  black  sheep ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is 
a  right  thing  to  say  in  this  House  that  a  very 
large  body  of  men  who  keep  hotels  in  New 
Zealand  are  not  respectable  persons.  I  say 
there  are  hotelkeepers  in  this  colony  who  are 
as  respectable  as  any  other  section  of  the  com- 
munity, and  it  is  not  right  to  say  that  it 
ifi  necessary  to  alter  our  licensing  system  so 
as  to  make  hotelkeepers  respectable.  I  know 
that  wUl  be  resented  by  very  many  in  the 
colony.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Hutt  endeavoured  to  be  a  little  severe  upon 
the  Gtovemment,  and  he  charged  the  Qovem- 
ment,  on  account  of  the  Ohingaiti  District 
having  been  declared  a  special  district  on  repre- 
sentations made,  with  having  been  instru- 
mental in  opening  a  number  of  hotels.  Sir, 
let  me  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  this: 
that  on  my  visit  to  that  part  of  the  colony  I 
found  a  condition  of  affairs  which,  if  described 
in  detail  to  members  of  this  House,  they  would 
scarcely  believe ;  and,  despite  all  that  we  could 
do  by  law,  this  state  of  affairs  existed.  This 
little  township  had  no  less  than  seven  or  eight 
wdl-known  sly  grog-shops.  Then,  where  the  co- 
operative works  were  going  on,  some  five  or  six 


miles  further  awa^,  there  were  another  three 
or  four ;  and  this  is  what  was  represented  to 
me :  I  was  told  that  the  whole  community 
would  be  with  the  (Government  in  the  endeavous 
to  bring  this  within  limit,  if  a  licensing  district 
were  constituted.  There  was  a  hotel  required 
for  the  travelling  public.  The  building  was 
erected,  the  building  was  famished,  and  the 
person  who  owned  it  could  not  and  would  not 
allow  anything  in  the  house  in  the  shape  of 
eJcoholic  liquor,  and  the  community  would  not 
assist  the  Government  in  maintaining  the  law  so 
long  as  we  allowed  this  to  exist.  A  Magistrate 
was  sent  there  to  report;  and  what  was  his 
report?  His  recommendation  to  the  Govern- 
ment was  to  grant  a  hotel,  and  then,  by  the 
support  we  should  receive  from  the  people, 
there  would  be  a  chance  of  suppressing  this 
sly  grog-selling.  We  sent  a  policeman  there 
first,  and  we  had  cases  brought  before  ihe 
Resident  Magistrate,  and  we  had  convictions. 
Some  offenders,  I  believe,  were  sent  to  Her 
Majesty's  gaol :  and  heavy  fines  were  inflicted; 
but  still  it  went  on.  We  granted  this  special 
district,  with  the  result  predicted ;  for  now  the 
evil  has  been  brought  under  proper  control* 
There  is  no  excuse,  and  this  sly  grog-selling, 
and  this  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  we  found 
existing,  has  been  almost  banished.  Sir,  some 
exception  has  been  taken  to  our  placing  clube 
under  the  supervision  and  inspection  of  the 
police  and  the  license-inspectors.  Well,  all  I 
can  say  is  this  :  that  I  do  not  think  the  mem- 
bers of  any  club  can  reasonably  object  to  this* 
Exception  has  been  taken,  and  it  has  been 
said  oy  one  member  desirous  of  making  a 
little  capital  as  against  the  Government — and 
I  do  not  blame  the  honourable  member  if  the 
opportunity  was  given — that  the  Government 
were  introducing  a  measure  that  would  affect  ^ 
the  working-men's  clubs,  but  would  not  in  the 
same  way  affect  the  Wellington  Club.  As 
the  Bill  is  now  before  the  House  it  affects 
each  and  every  club  in  the  colony  of  New  . 
Zealand  in  the  one  way.  There  is  no  excep- 
tion, and  there  should  be  no  excentlon.  We 
have  not  placed  the  clubs  in  any  other  respect 
under  the  provisions  of  the  licensing-law.  So 
far  as  inspection  is  concerned,  if  there  is 
anything  wrong  done  in  the  clubs,  under 
sections  181  to  184  objections  may  be  taken ; 
and  I  say  that  in  that  respect  the  working- 
men's  clubs  will  be  the  first  to  admit  the  right 
of  the  Legislature  to  place  clubs  under  in- 
spection; and,  if  the  other  clubs  object  to 
it,  let  them  take  the  responsibility  therefor. 
I  am  surprised  that  there  should  be  any  objec- 
tion at  all.  I  think  there  should  be  a  good 
example  shown :  and  it  ought  to  be  admitted 
that  justice  has  been  done.  I  must,  in  conclu- 
sion, say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  position  in 
which  I  find  things  to-night.  It  is  what  I 
should  have  expected.  I  find  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish) 
opposing  the  Bill,  and  giving,  from  his  point  of 
view,  very  cogent  reasons  why  the  Bill  should 
not  be  iJlowed  to  pass  as  it  stands  at  the 
present  time.  He  objects  to  the  provision 
as  to  one -half  of  the  votes  being  recorded 
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SB  being  iinfftir.  He  says,  agam,  as  regards 
the  majority,  that  that  provision  is  not  fair. 
And,  Sir,  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahoa,  who  tells 
ns  very  plainly  that,  so  far  as  the  question 
of  majority  is  conoemed,  he  wants  the  power 
to  be  given  to  a  bare-majoritv — ^that,  no  matter 
how  few  votes  are  reoordea,  the  majority  of 
those  votes  shall  once  and  for  all  determine  as 
to  whether  or  not  licenses  are  to  be  granted 
Ui  a  district.  All  I  say  is  this:  We  have 
the  two  extremes,  one  extreme  represented  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Fish),  and  the  other  extreme  section 
represented  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua ;  and,  when  we  find  both  of  those 
honourable  members  objecting  to  the  Bill, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  Government 
have  struck  the  happy  medium,  —  that  the 
measure  is  moderate,  and  will  be  generally 
acceptable  to  the  people  of  the  colony.  But, 
Sir,  1  wish  to  disagree — and  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  BO— with  the  dictum  laid  down 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua, 
that  to  Liberalism  and  the  Liberal  party  this 
question  is  all  in  all. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  never  said  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member 
said  this :  that  this  would  be  a  burning  ques- 
tion at  the  general  election — that  unless  we 
stood  by  this  question  of  a  bare  majority  of  the 
votes  we  were  not  true  Liberals — that  Liberal- 
ism was  gone  if  we  did  not  insist  upon  this. 
I  should  like  to  know,  as  it  is  his  own  law, 
where  was  the  Liberalism,  where  the  principle, 
in  1886,  when  it  was  provided  by  law  that, 
where  roads  or  necessary  works  are  wanted, 
where  is  is  a  question  of  putting  taxes  on 
the  people,  as  in  the  case  of  raismg  special 
loans  under  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Act, 
the  votes  of  those  ratepayers  who  do  not  go 
to  the  poll  are  to  be  counted  in  the  same 
way  as  under  this  Bill?  Parliament,  when 
under  the  guidance  of  Sir  Robert  Stout,  in 
1886,  laid  down  that  principle ;  and,  when  an 
attempt  was  made  in  this  very  Parliament, 
only  last  session,  to  take  the  majority  of  votes 
recorded  in  settling  the  question  of  the  im- 
post of  taxation  on  the  people,  it  was  refused 
by  a  large  majority.  And  I  say  you  may  do 
what  you  will,  but  the  Government  cannot 
blink  the  fact  that  with  this  question  comes 
a  question  which  affects  the  tsuroayers  of  the 
oolony.  It  has  been  contended  that  the  whole 
ozpense  of  carrying  out  this  measure  and 
dealing  with  this  question  should  be  de- 
frayed from  the  consolidated  revenue  of  the 
oolony.  In  regard  to  that,  I  would  say  that, 
where  the  revenue  of  the  local  authorities  and 
the  consolidated  revenue  are  involved,  it  would 
be  unjust,  unstatesmanlike,  and  wrong  if  we 
were  to  give  such  power  to  a  mere  handful  of 
people  in  a  district.  It  may  be  Ihat  three- 
iourths,  it  may  be  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people 
are  satisfied  to  allow  things  to  remain  as  they 
are.  Why,  then,  should  they  be  forced  to  go 
and  record  their  votes  upon  a  state  of  affairs 
which  they  were  satisfied  with,  or  else  a  dozen 
oz  more  persons — because  you  must  take  ex- 
Mr.  Seddon 


tremee  to  argue  things  out— who  went  to  the 
poll  might  be  given  power  to  settle  this  im- 
portant question  ?  I  say  it  has  never  been  done 
— ^you  have  existing  laws  in  proof— and,  what  is 
more,  it  never  will  be  done.  I  ask  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua,  what  has  been  the 
experience  as  regards  the  election  of  Licensing 
Gonunittees  under  the  local-option  clauses  of 
the  Licensing  Act?  It  is  a  fact  that  very- 
many  of  the  Licensing  Committees  have  had 
to  be  nominated  by  the  Government,  because 
the  people  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  go  and 
elect  members  of  Licensing  Committees.  Take 
the  records  time  after  time,  and  they  prove 
what  I  say.  It  is  not  so  much  that  that  I  would 
ask  him  to  think  upon  and  remember,  but  I 
would  ask  him  to  remember  what  has  been 
the  result  where  it  has  been  an  increase  ilk 
the  number  of  licenses  that  has  been  wanted. 
Why,  Sir,  the  publicans  have  got  a  few  friends 
to  interest  themselves,  a  canvass  has  taken 
place,  apd  an  increase  of  licenses  has  been 
voted  for.  An  increase  of  licenses  has  been 
given,  therefore,  owing  to  the  person  interested 
and  a  few  friends  joining  together  to  get  the* 
vote  carried.  In  other  cases  the  voting  has 
been  the  other  way.  We  have  known  some 
fifty  or  sixty  to  decide  either  to  increase  or 
decrease  the  licenses  in  a  district.  And  that 
is  why  I  say  there  should  be  an  absolute' 
majority  in  ell  cases  of  this  kind.  With  the 
knowledge  that  we  shall  have  our  rolls  purged, 
and  that  we  shall  have  complete  rolls  for  the 
first  time  for  many  years,  we  are  justified  in 
trusting  the  people  to  deal  with  the  question* 
and  to  record  their  votes  in  a  proper  way.  I 
do  not  know  that  there  is  anything  more  for  • 
me  to  say.  I  must,  in  conclusion,  express  to- 
honourable  members  the  great  pleasure  I  feel 
at  the  way  the  Bill  has  been  received  hy 
honourable  members  in  the  House,  and  at  the 
way  it  has  been  received  in  all  parts  of  the 
colony. 

Sir  J.  HALL.— It  was  only  circulated  yester- 
day afternoon. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— At  all  events,  we  have  enter- 
prising journals  and  journalists  in  the  colony, 
and  the  newspapers  seem  to  keep  pace  witti 
the  times.  We  have  a  reflex  from  Auckland 
and  from  Dunedin  appearing  in  that  evening's 
newspapers,  although  it  is  true  the  Bill  was 
only  circulated  yesterday.  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  not  oblivious  of  the  fact  that 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  the  telegraph. 

Sir  J.  HALL.— And  the  Ministerial  moruins 
joumaJ. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  Bill  was  perused  there  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  with  some  pleasure,  and  I  hope  it 
gave  him  an  appetite  for  his  breakfast.  I 
thank  honourable  members  for  the  manner  in, 
which  they  have  received  the  Bill,  and  I  again 
repeat  that  it  is  with  some  confidence  that  I 
leave  it  in  the  hands  of  honourable  membem. 
I  believe,  as  in  all  measures,  it  may  be  necee* 
sary  to  make  some  slight  alterations,  but  I  be- 
lieve  the  general  principles  will  prove  acceptable 
to  the  people  of  the  oolony.  And  if  the  Bill  is 
passed,  I  say  there  will  be  no  heartbuzninga  at 
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ftiie  next  general  election.  What  should  be  le- 
moved  will  have  been  effectaally  removed.  And 
tbe  next  election  'will  be  foa^t  on  fair  grounds, 
and  not  on  unpleasant  side-issues,  which  must 
militate  against  the  fair  and  true  representa- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  colony  as  regards  the 
general  politics  of  the  colony. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  committed, 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  wished  to  make  a 
remark  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a  personal 
explanation.  The  Premier  had  said  that  the 
temperance  partv  wished  the  electoral  districts 
to  be  the  licensing  districts.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  entirely  wrong.  They  did  not 
wish  the  licensing  districts  to  be  interfered  with 
at  all ;  they  simply  wished  a  vote  to  be  taken 
in  the  electoral  districts  at  the  time  of  the 
general  election,  leaving  the  licensing  districts 
Btill  existent  to  elect  the  Oommittees. 

Bill  committed. 

PERIODICAL  BETXTRNS. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  that,  by  several  Acts  of 
Parliament,  and  by  resolutions  of  the  House, 
returns  of  various  kinds  were  required  to  be 
laid  before  Parliament  within  a  specified  time. 
These  had  been,  in  several  instances,  over- 
looked, until  attention  was  called  to  the  mat- 
ter. To  provide  against  such  omissions  in 
luture,  and  secure  the  punctual  presentation 
of  these  returns,  he  proposed  the  following 
zesolution:  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk 
of  this  House  to  lay  upon  the  table,  at  the 
oommencement  of  each  session,  a  list  of  all 
periodical  returns  or  statements  which  are  by 
law,  or  by  resolutions  of  this  House,  required 
to  be  laid  before  the  House,  with  a  note  of  the 
time  within  which  they  should  be  so  produced. 

Mr.  WILSON  thought  this  would  be  a  very 
good  time  to  remind  the  Premier  of  another 
matter.  The  Public  Revenues  Act  said  that 
the  public  accounts  had  to  be  circulated  within 
a  reasonable  time  after  the  end  of  the  year. 
This  had  not  been  done  either  last  year  or  the 
vear  before,  and  he  would  like  to  remind  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  this  ought,  by  law, 
to  be  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere ;  and,  with  regard  to  what  had  been 
mentioned  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston  in  regard  to  the  public  accounts, 
the  Government  would  follow  the  usual  course. 

Motion  a^eed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Speaker  do  leave 
the  chair, 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  remarked  that  just  now 
the  Premier  said,  in  reply  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston,  that  the  **  usual 
oourse "  would  be  followed  with  regard  to 
these  returns  of  public  accounts.  The  **  usual 
coarse  "  of  the  present  Government  had  been  to 
tetaBB  to  comply  with  the  law  on  the  subject. 
When  he  went  South  before  the  session  he 
applied  to  the  Colonial  Treasoiei  for  a  copy  of 


the  public  aocounts,— which  were  then  printed 
and  audited, — but  his  request  was  refused. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

nr  GOKMITTEX. 

Class  VIII.— Eduoation. 

Lunacy  and  Charitable  Aid  Department: 
Lunatic  Asylums,  £42,591. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  said  the  question  of  lunacy 
was  one  which  he  had  given  great  attention  to, 
and  from  what  he  had  read  on  the  subject  he 
was  convinced  that  the  present  system  of  treat- 
ment in  New  Zealand  was  not  good  treatment, 
and  was  not  in  aooordance  with  the  treatment 
accorded  to  this  class  of  people  in  other 
countries.  He  thought  the  Government  should 
inquire  into  the  subject,  and  send  some  one 
Home  to  inquire  into  the  course  of  treatment 
adopted  in  some  parts  of  France.  He  believed 
that  if  the  system  in  operation  there  were 
adopted  in  New  ZeaJand  half  of  the  cases 
treated  in  the  colony  would  be  cured  speedily 
and  effectively.  He  thought  the  Inspector  or 
some  other  gentleman  should  be  sent  Home  to 
make  all  necessary  inquiries. 

Sir  J.  HALL  wanted  to  know  what  the  item, 
"  Farm,  £1,000,"  referred  to. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber read  the  New  Zealand   CoiMtry   Journal 
he  would  find  that  farming  was  oairied  on 
most  successfully  at  Sunnyside  and  Auckland,  . 
and  that  was  what  the  item  referred  to. 

Mr.  HOGK}  asked  whether  the  salary  of  the 
Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums  and  Hospitals, 
£1,200,  included  travelling-expenses. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  it  did  not.  The  travel- 
ling-expenses  amounted  to  £100. 

Mr.  SGEERA  regretted  there  was  no  sum  on 
the  estimates  for  the  establishment  of  homes 
for  habitual  drunkards.  This  was  a  matter 
Which  should  engage  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment. There  was  a  very  large  revenue 
derived  from  liquor  in  the  colony,  and,  unfor- 
tunately, some  persons  took  too  much  of  it, 
and  became  the  victims  of  drink.  It  was  well 
known  that  medical  science  had  found  out  a 
mode  by  which  these  unfortunate  inebriates 
might  be  treated  medicinally  and  reclaimed. 
He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  take  the  matter  into  consideration.  He  had 
placed  a  motion  on  the  Order  Paper  on  the 
subject,  but,  unfortunately,  had  not  been  able 
to  toke  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  question. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  would  place  a  sum  on 
the  supplementary  estimates,  so  as  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  upon  the  subject. 
He  thought  it  was  a  most  heartless  thing  not 
to  provide  some  home  where  these  unfortunate 
victims  might  be  treated  medicinally. 

Mr.  TAxLOR  could  not  understand  why  in 
vidious  distinctions  were  made  in  regard  to  th 
Medical  Superintendents  of  different  asylums. 
He  trusted  the  Government  would  place  a  sum 
on  the  estimates  for  a  laundry  at  the  Sunnyside 
Asylum. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  there  was  a  great 
deal  in  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Shera).  He  had  been 
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80  impressed  with  this  question  that  in  1878 
the  Government  had  a  Bill  prepared  dealing 
with  this  matter— namely,  the  establishment  of 
inebriate  retreats.  That  Bill  was  introduced  by 
Sir  George  Whitmore  in  tbe  Legislative  Ooonoil. 
He  thought  it  was  a  very  cruel  thing  that  men 
afiOicted  with  intemperance  had  to  be  put  in 
asylums  along  with  mad  people.  Judge  Williams 
had  refused  to  send  men  to  the  asylum  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  drunkards,  to  be  put 
along  with  mad  people,  where  there  was  no 
place  to  separate  one  class  of  patients  from 
the  other.  There  was  no  doubt  whatever  that 
drunkenness  was  a  disease  with  many  people. 
They  could  not  control  themselves,  unfor- 
tunately, and,  except  under  some  proper  treat- 
ment, it  was  impossible  for  them  to  get  better. 
He  thought,  if  the  funds  allowed,  there  ought 
to  be  some  institution  created  to  which  such 
people  could  be  sent  for  treatment,  and  he 
hoped  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  would  be  given  effect  to. 

Mr.  JEEVES  entirely  agreed  with  what  the 
last  speaker  had  said,  and  he  would  undertake 
to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Cabinet.  He 
would  point  out,  however,  that  the  erection  of 
such  a  building  was  really  a  matter  rather  for 
discussion  when  the  public -works  estimates 
came  down.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  give  him  the 
.  particulars  he  would  lay  them  before  the  In- 
spector, and  get  him  to  report  upon  them.  As 
regarded  the  construction  of  a  laundry  at  the 
Sunnyside  Asylum,  he  believed  that  was  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  FISHEB  quite  agreed  with  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  an  inebriate 
home.  He  knew  of  no  more  philanthropic 
work  which  any  Government  coi^d  engage  in 
than  that. 

Vote,  £42,591,  agreed  to. 

Charitable,  £624. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  that  last  year  they 
passed  a  vote  of  £500  for  the  Magdala  Asylum 
at  Christchurch.  He  understood  at  that  time 
that  if  any  other  philanthropic  organization 
applied  for  aid  for  similar  work  a  similar  grant 
would  be  made  to  it.  He  would  like  to  know 
if  any  requests  had  been  received  from  other 
bodies  performing  similar  work. 

Mr.  SHEBA  understood  that  there  was  to  be 
a  sum  placed  on  the  estimates  for  refuge-work, 
to  be  divided  upon  equitable  principles  among 
the  various  asylums  or  reformatories  in  the 
colony.  There  was  one  in  AucMand  which  was 
doing  very  good  work,  Mrs.  Cowie  being  presi- 
dent. The  Salvation  Army  was  also  performing 
refuge-work  at  various  places.  He  would  like 
to  know  what  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  BBUCE  said  he  had  received  a  commu- 
nication from  Auckland,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  those  devoting  themselves  to  this  refuge- 
work  were  doing  most  valuable  service  in  Auck- 
land, as  they  were  also  doing  in  other  centres. 
Some  years  ago,  when  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Sir  R,  SUnU 


Public  Petitions  Committee,  they  took  evidence 
in  reference  to  this  question,  and  he  then  oame 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  Salvation  Army  was 
doing  more  work  in  the  way  of  rescuing  the 
perishing  in  the  slums  of  our  cities  than  all  the 
other  agencies  combined ;  and  he  thought,  as 
the  Ministry  had  given  a  specific  sum  to 
another  body  for  refuge-work,  they  ought  also 
to  grant  assistance  to  the  Salvation  Army  for 
that  work.  The  matter  had  first  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  by  the  honoor- 
able  member  for  Wairau,  who  last  year  moved 
that  an  additional  vote  of  £500  be  given  to  the 
Salvation  Army ;  and  he  (Mr.  Bruce)  regretted 
that  the  forms  of  the  House  preventeid  that 
from  being  done ;  but  he  hoped  that  this  year 
the  Gtovemment  would  do  the  Army  justice  in 
this  respect. 

Mr.  RHODES  would  also  like  to  know  if  the 
Government  intended  to  place  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  a  sum  in  aid  of  the  Salva- 
tion Army  rescue-work  in  Christchurch ;  and 
also  would  they  give  assistance  for  other 
refuge-work  ? 

Sir  B.  STOUT  thought  that  aid  of  this  cha- 
acter  should  go  through  the  local  Hospital  and 
Charitable  Aid  Boards.  Aid  was  given  in  Dnn- 
edin  to  refuge-work  through  the  Charitable  Aid 
Board.  There  used  to  be  aid  given  in  Christ- 
church from  the  same  source ;  he  did  not  know 
if  it  had  been  stopped.  He  did  not  think  it 
right  that  the  Government  should  select  some 
bodies  and  give  aid  to  them.  What  aid  was 
given  should  be  given  through  the  Charitable 
Aid  Boards. 

Mr.  BBUCE  agreed  with  the  honourable 
member  on  the  broad  principle  of  distributing 
such  aid ;  but  the  Government,  having  fumidied 
a  precedent  and  given  aid  in  one  case,  should 
not  decline  to  give  assistance  to  another  body 
doing  greater  worlc  in  that  direction  than  all  the 
other  bodies. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  said  that  last  year  the 
question  arose  in  the  House  with  regard  to  the 
character  of  the  organization  the  vote  was  being 
given  to,  and  the  assurance  of  the  Government 
to  the  House  was  that  any  other  organization 
carrying  on  similar  rescue-work  would,  if  they 
made  application,  and  there  was  fair  grounds 
for  their  receiving  it,  receive  similar  con- 
sideration. He  would  ask  the  Minister  if  any 
body  carrying  on  such  work  applied  for  aid,  and 
did  the  Government  propose  to  put  a  vote  on 
the  estimates  for  such  work. 

Mr.  SHEBA  said  that,  while  much  might  be 
said  in  favour  of  what  was  advanced  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  as  to  these 
refuges  receiving  some  subsidies  from  local 
bodies,  vet  a  great  deal  could  be  said  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question.  He  understood 
that  the  Minister  in  charge  had  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  fact  that  in  many  cases  the 
lekdies  resented  very  much  any  interference  by 
these  local  bodies.  He  knew  of  some  instances 
in  which  they  refused  monetary  assistance, 
and  preferred  to  have  the  management  en- 
tirely in  their  own  hands.  When  the  Premier 
was  in  Auckland,  in  his  public  address,  if  he 
(Mr.  Shera)  remembered  aright,  he  stated  that 
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it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  place 
a  Bum  on  the  estimates  for  the  assistance  of 
refuge-work  throughout  New  Zealand*  That, 
perhaps,  was  one  reason  why  there  had  been 
no  application  from  the  Auckland  Refuge  for 
any  vote.  Had  he  known  there  was  not  to  be 
a  sum  placed  on  the  estimates  he  would  have 
taken  care  to  have  made  applications  on  behalf 
of  some  of  the  Auckland  refuges,  especially  the 
Pamell  Home. 

Mr.  BEEVES  would  reply  in  the  affirmative 
to  the  question  whether  any  other  body  had  ap> 
plied  for  a  share  of  the  **  refuge  "  vote.  Then, 
the  further  question  was  asked.  What  did  the 
Minister  say  with  reference  to  this  vote  ?  His 
answer  was  just  this:  that,  while  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  bind  themselves  to  put  any 
finm  of  money  down  on  the  estimates  this 
year,  still,  if  any  vote  was  brought  down  this 
year,  it  would  be  distributed  among  the  dif- 
ferent bodies  doing  this  work  entirely  with- 
ont  reference  to  their  denomination.  Last 
year  they  placed  £500  on  the  estimates  for  the 
Magdala  Asylum.  This  year,  if  they  placed 
£500  on  the  estimates  for  the  refuges,  it  would 
be  absolutely  without  reference  to  denomina- 
tion or  religion,  and  on  fair  principles.  With 
r^;ard  to  what  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua  had  said  about  the  local  bodies  and 
their  connection  with  refuge -work,  he  (Mr. 
Beeves)  quite  agreed  that  this  money  ought  to 
go  through  the  local  bodies.  The  difficulty  was 
that  in  certain  cases  the  local  bodies  would 
not  recognise  these  benevolent  bodies.  They 
had  the  option  of  recognising  them  or  of  not 
recognising  them,  and  sometimes  thev  would 
not  recognise  them.  In  Auckland  he  had  sue- 
eeeded  in  patching  up  a  difficulty  between  the 
Charitable  Aid  Board  and  the  Ladies'  Benevo- 
lent Society,  and  he  believed  they  now  got  on 
▼ezy  well  together.  In  Wellington  there  had 
been  a  somewhat  similar  difference  of  opinion, 
and  the  result  was  the  appointment  of  a  Koyal 
Oonmiission;  and  the  ladies  were  now  doing 
their  benevolent  work  separately.  In  Ohrist- 
church  the  refuge  was  distinct  from  the  local 
body,  and  he  doubted  very  much  whether  the 
local  body  would  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  refuge.  So  he  had  heard ;  he  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  true.  All  he  had  to  say  was 
that,  if  the  Government  placed  a  sum  on  the 
supplementary  estimates  for  this  purpose,  it 
woiUd  be  distributed  fairly.  The  tmie  for  the 
discussion  of  the  matter  would  be  when  the 
supplementary  estimates  came  down. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  Minister's  suggestion 
to  them  to  pass  the  estimates  and  wait  to  see 
what  the  supplementaiy  estimates  might  con- 
tain vras  rather  childlike  and  bland.  It  was 
a  great  deal  too  much  to  ask.  Now  was  their 
time.  They  had  a  refuge  of  this  kind  in  Wel- 
lington, and  what  he  had  to  ask  now  was, 
whether  the  Government  would  bring  down  a 
vote  for  a  lump  sum  and  distribute  it  fairly, 
because  he  would  undertake  for  his  district 
that  they  would  demand  a  portion  of  this 
money.    

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  wished  to  say  that,  if  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  bring 


down  a  vote  for  any  such  purpose  as  this,  it  was 
a  great  mistake  to  wait  for  the  supplementary 
estimates,  or  to  place  the  money  there.  If  it 
was  proposed  at  all,  it  should  appear  on  the 
general  estimates,  as  the  probability  was  that 
many  members  would  have  gone  home  by  the 
time  the  supplementary  estimates  came  down. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  they  knew  perfectly  well 
why  it  was  desired  to  place  the  money  on  the 
supplementary  estimates  and  not  on  the  gene- 
ral estimates.  In  the  general  estimates  the 
Treasurer  wanted  to  make  it  appear  that 
the  expenditure  for  the  year  was  being  kept 
down  to  a  lower  limit  than  last  year.  By  this 
means  it  went  forth  to  the  colony  that  the 
estimates  of  expenditure  submitted  by  the 
Government  were  so  much  lower  than  those  of 
the  previous  year.  It  did  not  discourage  him, 
therefore,  when  items  which  he  was  anxious 
about  did  not  appear  on  the  general  estimates, 
for  he  knew  they  would  appear  on  the  supple- 
ment€kry  estimates. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  presumed  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  speaking  from  his  own 
experience,  but  Colonial  Treasurers  did  not  act 
in  that  way  now. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  if  the  two  appli- 
cations which  the  Minister  said  he  had  received 
for  votes  in  aid  of  refuge-work  were  received 
prior  to  the  vote  of  £500  appearing  on  the  sup- 
plementary estimates  last  year,  or  afterwards ; 
and,  if  prior,  why  they  did  not  receive  considera- 
tion at  that  time. 

Mr.  BEEVES  thought  they  were  received 
subsequently.  At  any  rate,  the  vote  of  last  year 
was  asked  for  for  one  institution  only. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH  was  pleased  thaC  so  many 
honourable  members  had  referred  to  the  fact 
of  £500  being  voted  last  session  for  a  particular 
institution  engaged  in  rescuing  the  fallen.  A 
considerable  amount  of  irritation  had  been  oc- 
casioned by  what  the  public  considered  to  be 
unfair  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  in  not 
dealing  equally  with  the  various  rescue  homes 
and  reformatory  institutions  carried  on  in  the 
colony.  When  the  question  was  under  con- 
sideration on  the  estimates,  the  only  honour- 
able members  who  appeared  to  take  an  interest 
in  the  question  were  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairau,  the  honourable  member  for  Waito- 
tara,  and  himself,  and  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion. The  Minister  of  Education  promised  the 
House  that  if  the  Salvation  Army,  the  Church 
of  England,  the  Wesleyans,  or  any  other  reli- 
gious body  made  out  a  good  case  he  would  be 
prepared  to  take  their  case  into  consideration. 
When  he  (Mr.  Meredith)  reached  Christchuroh 
after  the  session  he  saw  Colonel  Bailey,  of  the 
Salvation  Army,  and  asked  him  to  make  out 
a  statement  of  the  work  done  by  the  Army  in 
their  rescue  homes.  That  gentleman  made 
out  an  outline  of  the  work,  and,  with  other 
documentary  evidence,  handed  it  to  him,  and 
he  forwarded  it  to  the  Minister  of  Education 
with  the  request  to  help  the  Salvation  Army, 
who  were  just  then  in  pecuniary  difficulties: 
they  had  some  heavy  monetary  obligation  to 
meet  in  erecting  a  large  building  for  rescue- 
work  in  Chnstchurch;    but  he  regretted  to 
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gay  that  up  to  the  present  time  nothing  had 
been  done  by  the  Minister.  All  denominations 
should  be  treated  alike.  It  was  a  most  danger- 
ons  thing  for  the  Qovemment  to  ezoeptionally 
treat  any  one  particular  denomination. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  was  one  of  those  who  did 
not  care  what  religious  body  got  a  vote  of  this 
character ;  it  was  a  most  proper  thing  for  the 
State  to  give  money  for  we  rescue  of  fallen 
women.  Undoubtedly ,  if  the  Government  gave 
£500  to  the  Boman  Catholics  for  this  purpose, 
they  must  give  £500  to  the  Salvation  Army  if 
they  showed  similar  results,  or  to  the  Metho* 
dists,  or  Presbyterians,  or  any  other  body. 
The  question  of  religion  should  not  come  in  at 
all.  All  denominations  should  be  treated  alike 
in  this  matter. 

Mr.  TAYLOK  reminded  honourable  mem- 
bers that  the  Minister  had  stated  distinctly 
that,  if  the  Government  thought  fit  to  place  a 
sum  on  the  supplemental^  estimates,  it  would 
be  equally  divided  amongst  all  denominations. 

Kotorua  Sanatorium,  £1,161. 

Mr.  BHODES  asked  why  this  vote  should 
appear  in  one  place  and  the  vote  for  Hanmer 
Springs  in  another  part  of  the  estimates. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  reason  was  that  the 
Hanmer  Springs  were  under  the  control  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands. 

Mr.  BHODES  asked  why  it  was  so. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  did  not  know,  but  it 
had  been  so  from  time  immemorial. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  if  there  was  any  reason 
why  the  Hanmer  Springs  should  be  under  one 
department  and  the  Botorua  Springs  under 
another. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  position  was,  that  at 
Botorua  there  was  a  hospital,  and  at  the  Han- 
mer Springs  there  was  not. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  why  the  hospital  part 
at  the  Hanmer  Springs  did  not  come  under  the 
Minister  of  Education. 

Mr.  BEEVES  remarked  that  there  was  no 
hospital  there.  There  was  simply  a  doctor. 
The  patients  had  to  support  themselves. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  said  it  was  not  shown 
in  the  estimates  what  the  receipts  from  the 
baths  were.  It  should  be  shown  what  was 
the  profit  and  loss. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  fees  went  to  the 
Lands  Department,  and  were  expended  upon 
the  grounds  and  plantations,  and  so  forth. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  did  not  think  he  had  got  a 
satisfactory  answer  to  his  question.  He  con- 
sidered that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to 
place  these  items  under  one  heading,  and 
uider  one  department. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  if  the  Lands  Department 
would  hand  over  to  him  what  was  controlled 
b^r  the  Lands  Department  he  would  be  quite 
willing  to  take  charge  of  them ;  but  he  would 
oppose  any  proposal  to  hand  over  to  the 
Lands  Department  anything  under  his  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  moved,  That  the  vote  be  re- 
duced by  £6,  as  an  indication  that  the  House 
oonsidered  all  these  votes  should  be  under  one 
department. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  that,  as  this  had  been 
Mr»  Meredith 


made  the  subject  of  a  hostile  motion,  he  mnst 
say  now  that  it  veas  impossible  for  the  Hospital 
and  Charitable  Aid  Department  to  take  ohaqge' 
of  any  vote  under  the  Lands  Department,  and 
he  oould  not  give  up  any  of  his  own  votes  to 
the  Minister  of  Lands. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  said  it  would  be  difficult 
to  place  the  Sanatorium  and  Hospital  under 
the  Lands  Department ;  but  the  township  was 
under  that  department,  and  the  Government 
had  a  very  valuable  property  there.  Tounsta 
came  there  from  every  part  of  the  world,  and 
they  complained  that  proper  accommodation 
was  not  provided  for  them.  He  had  endea- 
voured to  get  the  Government  to  place  a  larger 
sum  on  the  estimates,  but  had  not  succeeded 
in  getting  them  to  do  so.  The  place  there  was 
managed  by  a  Board  nominated  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  MOOBE  recommended  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  to  move  that  the 
vote  be  reduced  by  £1,  instead  of  £6. 

Mr.  FEBGUS  thought,  if  there  were  two 
votes  on  the  estimates,  the  Minister  ought  to 
know  what  the  vote  was  for,  and  he  begged  to 
ask  him  for  the  information. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  what  were  the  terma 
for  admission  of  an  applicant  to  the  hospital. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— £1,  or  £1  Is. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  that,  to  meet 
cases  where  people  who  had  very  little  money 
to  spare  desired  to  enter  the  Sanatorium,  the 
Mimster  should  approach  the  Union  Company 
and  endeavour  to  arrange  special  terms ;  and 
the  same  vnth  regard  to  the  Bailway  Conm:iiB- 
sioners  as  to  obtaining  a  reduction  of  faree. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  Government  found 
no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  Sanatorium  fnU 
even  under  present  arrangements. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  that  being  the  case, 
further  accommodation  was  desirable. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  draw  attention  to  the 
promise  given  to  the  House  by  the  Minister  of 
Lands  the  other  day,  that  the  question  of  in- 
creased accommodation  would  receive  atten- 
tion. 

Mr.  SHEBA  suggested  that  the  items  foe 
Hanmer  Plains  should  be  reduced,  in  place  o£ 
this  item. 

Mr.  MOOBE  protested  against  such  a  pro- 
posal. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  asked  the  Chairman  whether 
it  was  in  order  to  refer  to  an  item  in  a  previooa 
vote. 

Mr.  CHAIBMAN  ruled  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  was  in  order. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 
ported, in  order  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
Speaker  on  the  matter. 

The  Committee  divided. 
Aybs,  19. 
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Majority  against,  6. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  said  the  number  of  baths 
teken  at  Rotoma  this  year  was  17,888,  and  the 
number  of  free  baths  was  5,518;  wbile  the 
nnmber  of  baths  taken  at  Hanmer  Plains  was 
T,5a0,  and  none  of  these  was  free.  When  the 
bononrable  member  for  Wellington  Oity  knew 
that  there  were  so  many  free  baths  given  at 
Botorua  he  would  surely  not  want  to  reduce 
tbe  vote  for  that  establishment. 

Mr.  RHODES  said  it  was  only  fair  to  say 
fliat,  owing  to  the  large  vote  given  to  Rotorua, 
the  unfortunate  people  at  Hanmer  Plams  had 
to  pay  for  their  baths. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  probably  there  would  be 
a  small  vote  on  the  public-works  estimates  for 
the  Hanmer  Plains  baths. 

Mr.  RHODES  would,  then,  not  say  any  more 
on  the  subject. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  would  point  out  that  there 
were  hot  springs  in  Westland,  and  would  like 
to  know  whether  provision  was  to  be  made  for 
them.  The  Westland  people  c6uld  not  get 
to. Auckland,  and  he  hoped  the  Premier  would 
make  provision  for  the  not  springs  in  that  part 
ol  the  country. 

Mr.  PALMER  said  the  best  hot  springs  in 
ifae  colony  were  situated  on  the  Qreat  Bazrier 
Island,  and  he  would  like  to  know  whether  the 
Government  were  going  to  do  anything  for 
tiliem. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  sisid  the  motion  of  the  honour- 
able  member  for  Wellington  Oity  was  not  made 
in  antagonism  to  the  Rotorua  hot-springs  insti- 
tution, out  as  a  protest  against  the  unbusiness- 
like way  in  which  the  estimates  were  brought 
down,  so  that  it  was  not  possible  to  find  the 
total  expenditure  on  any  particular  service. 

Mr.  REEVES  would  again  point  out  that  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  put  il  these  thermal 
ntings  under  the  Inspector  of  Hospitals,  and 
thesefore  the  vote  had  to  be  divided. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  something 
ought  to  be  done  with  regard  to  the  Westland 
lu>t  springs,  because,  if  something  were  done, 
ttien  there  would  be  a  road  made  there,  and  it 
would  lead  to  some  of  the  finest  soenery  in 
the  country^ 

Mr.  DUTHIE  objected  to  the  item,  **  Miscel- 
laneous, £150."  The  amount  was  a  large  pro- 
portion upon  a  total  of  £810. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  £150  was  for  small 
articles  used  in  the  Sanatorium,  such  as 
brushes,  towels,  soap ;  and  all  manner  of  small 
things  came  under  it. 

^  Amendment  negatived,    and  yote,  £1,161, 
agreed  to. 


Department  of  Labour,  £2,755. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  had  been  for  about 
two  months  trying  to  get  information  with  re- 
gard to  this  department.  He  thought  no  one 
oould  cavil  at  the  form  of  his  questions.  They 
were  legitimate  inquiries  into  the  merits  of 
this  question.  It  was  his  aim  to  get  this  in- 
formation for  the  present  time,  when  ^is  vote 
was  under  consideration.  However,  if  he  was 
met  with  an  assurance  now — which  he  under- 
stood would  probably  be  the  case  —  that  his 
motion  would  not  be  further  opposed,  and  that 
the  information  would  be  forthcoming,  he 
would  not  press  the  matter  at  that  time.  He 
was  quite  prepared  to  take  the  Minister's  assur- 
ance that  he  would  give  that  information. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  had  brought  down 
as  much  information  as  he  could  for  the  honour- 
able member,  and  it  was  ready  for  him.  He 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  was  under 
some  misapprehension  as  to  the  returns.  One 
point  was  m  regard  to  the  alteration  of  the 
word  *'item"  for  "head."  As  to  the  other 
return,  he  understood  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  prepared  to  strike  out  the  middle 
portion  of  it,  and  the  rest  was  to  go  unopposed. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that  meant  that  one  of 
the  most  important  questions  was  to  be  struck 
out  altogether— namely,  as  to  the  number  of 
people  who  had  applied  for  relief  to  whom  the 
department  had  been  unable  to  grant  relief. 
That  he  could  not  agree  with,  and  he  there- 
fore did  not  take  advantage  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  ofier.  It  was  a  legitimate  thinff 
to  be  laid  before  the  House.  Still,  he  would 
waive  it  if  a  sufficient  reason  could  be  shown, 
but  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  REEVES  had  had  no  opportunity  of 
explaining  to  the  honourable  gentleman  why 
it  was  impossible  to  grant  that  return, — ^because 
it  had  never  come  on  as  an  opposed  motion,  on 
which  alone  there  could  be  a  debate.  It  was 
simplv  there  as  an  unopposed  motion  amended, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  make  any  explana- 
tion about  it.  He  had  got  what  information 
he  could  from  the  Secretary  of  ^e  department. 
They  did  not  keep  a  record  of  the  people  who 
appUed  for  and  did  not  get  work.  The  Secre- 
tai^  told  him  the  number  of  these  last  year 
was  about  two  hundred.  Then,  it  was  not  an 
unconmion  thing  for  people  in  want  of  clerical 
work  to  come  and  ask  if  the  department  could 
help  them,  and  they  were  told  that  the  depart- 
ment could  give  them  no  assistance  in  getting 
clerical  work.  But  no  record  was  kept  of  these 
applications,  and  that  was  why  he  could  not 
lay  on  the  table  a  statement  of  the  number 
who  had  asked  for  and  failed  to  get  employ- 
ment through  the  department. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that  was  not  a  reason  for 
objecting  to  the  return;  for  in  that  case  the 
answer  could  easily  have  been  given  him  pre- 
viously— that  there  was  no  information  on  tnat 
head.  At  all  stages  during  the  session  there 
had  been  obstruction  as  far  as  concerned  the 
giving  of  this  information.  He  had  not  re- 
oeived  the  treatment  he  was  entitled  to  eneot 
in  dealing  with  a  public  department.    How- 
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ever,  he  had  no  wish  to  say  a  word  against  the 
department. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that  the  first  question  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  very  long  one. 
Still,  he  did  not  raise  any  objection  to  it,  al- 
though he  thought  a  considerable  portion  of  it 
was  out  of  order.  The  Speaker,  howcTer,  ap- 
proached him  and  pointed  out  that  a  great 
deal  of  it  was  out  of  order,  and  he  (Mr.  Beeves) 
agreed  with  him,  in  that  it  was  not  moved  for 
by  way  of  a  return.  He  told  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  it  was  not  asked  for  by  way  of 
return,  as  it  should  be;  and  he  gave  all  the 
information  he  could  grant. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  it  was  only  the  last  clause 
of  the  question  which  the  Speaker  drew  atten- 
tion to,  and  which  he  thought  should  be  in  the 
form  of  a  motion. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  that  what  the  Speaker 
did  say  about  the  last  part  was,  that  it  could 
not  be  asked  for  at  all ;  and  the  requests  for 
information  in  the  other  parts  were  requests 
for  information  which  should  be  asked  for  by 
way  of  return. 

Mr.  BIGHABDSON  said  that,  while  the 
'Oovemment  claimed  credit  for  amalgamating 
departments,  they  were  at  the  same  time  creat- 
ing new  departments  —  the  Department  of 
Labour  being  one;  and  the  result  was  that 
ihey  had  a  greater  number  of  departments  now 
than  two  years  ago. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  intended 
taking  this  opportunity  of  referring  briefly  to 
the  action  taken  some  time  ago  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  Labour.  It  would  be  within  the  recol- 
lection of  honourable  members  that,  when  the 
question  of  the  Gatlin's  unemployed  was  being 
discussed  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of 
Labour  made  certain  statements,  which  were 
incorrect.  The  Premier,  however,  did  not  use 
the  tactics  adopted  by  the  Minister  of  Labour : 
the  latter  gentleman  actually  stonewalled  the 
House  in  order  to  prevent  him  (Mr.  Mackenzie) 
from  replying.  Begardmg  the  statements  of 
the  Premier,  he  would  say  that  the  report  the 
Premier  gave  of  a  certain  interview  could  not 
be  verified  when  the  Premier  appealed  to  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula  for  con- 
firmation of  his  statements.  That  he  (Mr. 
Mackenzie)  held  to  be  a  sufiSicient  reply  in 
regard  to  that  matter.  In  fact,  the  whole 
thing  was  a  joke,  and  arose  through  a  joke 
made  by  the  Premier  at  the  close  of  the 
interview.  With  reference  to  the  incident 
in  which  the  Minister  of  Labour  was  eon- 
eezned,  he  might  say  '  that  some  time  ago 
he  wished  to  get  some  of  the  Catlin's  Biver 
unemployed  on  to  the  works  in  the  Gatlin's 
Biver  district,  and,  in  order  that  that  might  be 
done,  he  waited  on  the  Labour  Agent  in  Dun- 
edin.  That  gentleman  told  him  that  the 
Government  would  give  the  people  at  Gatlin's 
Biver  an  equal  opportunity  of  getting  on  the 
work  with  those  in  Dunedin,  and,  at  the 
Agent's  request,  he  supplied  him  with  a  list  of 
the  unemployed  in  the  Gatlin's  Biver  district. 
-In  that  number  were  included  the  names  of 
five  men,  unmarried,  and  who  did  not  belong 
to  the  district,  whom  he  stated  to  the  Labour 
Mr.DuthU 


Agent  he  did  not  consider  to  be  in  such  need 
of  work.  The  Agent  must  therefore  have 
mistaken  his  meaning  if  he  thought  that  he 
(Mr.  Mackenzie)  desired  to  get  work  for  these 
five  men.  He  returned  to  the  Glutha  dis- 
trict, and,  after  he  had  informed  the  unem- 
ployed at  Gatlin's  Biver  that  they  were  going 
to  have  an  equal  opportunity  with  the  Dun- 
edin people  of  getting  work  on  the  Otago  Gen- 
tral,  he  received  word  from  the  Labour  Agent 
in  Dunedin  that  instructions  had  been  issued 
which  precluded  these  men  from  being  included 
in  the  ballot  for  the  Otago  Gentral.  He  asked 
the  Agent  if  these  were  special  instructions 
that  were  issued  for  that  occasion.  He  then 
telegraphed  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  askmg 
him  to  give  these  men  an  equal  opportunity 
with  the  Dunedin  people.  He  received  a  very 
meagre  telegram  from  the  Minister  in  reply, 
in  vmich  he  stated  that  he  would  make  in- 
quiries. In  the  mealitime  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie) 
remonstrated  with  the  Labour  Agent,  from 
whom  he  received  a  communication  which 
showed  that  he  thought  he  had  been  reflected 
on  by  him  (Mr.  Mackenzie).  That  was  the 
letter  which  the  Minister  had  thought  fit  to 
attempt  to  hansardise  against  him  without 
also  hansardising  subseauent  oorrespondenoe 
which  passed  between  tnem.  He  replied  to 
the  Agent  that  what  he  objected  to  was  the 
principle  which  was  laid  down  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  Labour — namdy,  that,  while,  on  the 
one  hand,  he  would  not  give  these  men  an 
opportunity  of  getting  work  in  the  district  in 
whioh  they  lived,  he  also  by  special  regula- 
tion precluded  them  from  being  balloted  for 
for  work  on  the  Otago  Gentral ;  and  that  the 
Labour  Agent  had  made  a  mistake  when  he 
considered  that  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  had  made 
a  request  for  emplovment  for  the  men  he  had 
refened  to.  He  also  said  his  objection  waa 
against  the  system,  and  not  against  the  Agent 
— the  system  which  said  that  if  a  labourer 
from  the  Gatlin's  Biver  district  went  to  Dun- 
edin to  Uve,  he  would  get  a  chance  in  the  bsd- 
lot,  but  that  if  he  remained  at  Gatlin's  Bivez 
— ^where  the  men  had  huts,  and  where  there 
was  free  fuel — he  would  have  no  chance.  That 
was  the  position  he  took  up.  The  Minister  of 
Lands  was  the  only  one  who  would  look  at  the 
merits  of  the  question,  and  from  him  he  had 
been  able  to  get  the  men  some  employment. 
He  took  this  opportunity  of  referring  to  the 
incident,  as  the  Minister  of  Labour  had  pre- 
viously, by  his  tactics,  precluded  him  from 
replying.  Such  tactics  might  be  considered 
smart,  out  if  the  Minister  of  Labour  thought 
he  could  dose  his  (Mr.  Mackenzie's)  mouth  he 
was  calculating  wiwout  his  host.  He  had  the 
whole  correspondence,  and  could  make  quota- 
tions which  would  clearly  place  the  case  before 
the  House,  if  honourable  members  so  desired. 
He  also  challenged  the  Minister  of  Labour  to 
contradict  his  statement  if  he  thought  himBelf 
capable  of  doing  so. 

Vote,  £2,755,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  a.m. 
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HOUSE    OP  EEPRESENTATIVB8. 
Monday,  21st  August,  1893, 

Gii8tom8  and  EzcIm  Duties  Bill— Native  TmstB  and 
OlaiEU8  Definition  and  Beglstration  Bill— Post 
Office  Bill— Banks'  and  Companies'  Acooants 
Audit  Bill— Stock  BUl-Stamp  BiU. 

Mr.  Speakxb  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
Beven  o'clock. 

Fbayebs. 

CUSTOMS  AKD  EXCISE  DUTIES  BILL. 

Mr.  WABD,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  pointed  oat  that  it  was  a  very^ little 
measure,  and  was  intended  simply  to  remedy 
a  defect  that  had  heen  fornid  m  connection 
ivith  the  working  of  the  Customs  Act.  The 
object  of  this  Bill  was  to  repeal  a  provision  in 
the  Act  of  1868,  by  which  persons  importing 
goods  shipped  from  other  countries,  and  which 
had  paid  a  duty  there,  were  compelled  to  add 
the  amount  of  such  drawback  paid  in  such 
oountries  to  the  invoice  value  upon  which 
duty  was  payable  in  this  colony.  Invoices 
were  now  made  out  at  net  prices,  and  neither 
the  importer  nor  the  Customs  officer  could 
recognise  the  amount  paid  in  Australia  by 
way  of  drawback.  The  Collectors  of  Customs 
throughout  New  Zealand  had  assessed  the 
amount  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge :  that 
bad  been  found  to  be  very  unsatisfactory,  alike 
to  importers  and  to  the  Customs  Department. 
The  provisions  of  the  existing  law  were  almost 
miworkable,  and  it  was  in  his  opinion  very 
unfair  that  importers  were  now  compelled  to 
pay  duty  on  drawbacks  which  were  allowed 
m  other  countries.  Tbis  Bill  was  intended 
to  remove  these  defects,  and  improve  the  Cus- 
toms Act  in  the  direction  he  had  indicated. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  did  not  object  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  be  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  not  have  it  committed 
that  evening,  because  there  was  a  question 
that  would  come  up  for  dispussion  regarding 
l^otographers'  materials.  They  had  a  great 
number  of  petitions  presented  to  that  House 
pointing  out  that  photographers  were  placed 
at  a  great  disadvantage  in  having  materials 
charged  25  per  cent,  whilst  photographs  were 
only  charged  15  per  cent.  Fifteen  or  sixteen 
petitions  were  now  before  the  Petitions  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject,  and  he  thought  that 
legislation  might  easily  be  brought  in  to  meet 
their  special  case. 

•Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  some  time  ago 
he  had  put  a  question  on  the  Order  Paper  as 
to  whether  the  Government  would  bring  in 
an  amendment  of  the  Act  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  from  duty  planing  machinery  used  in 
sawmills.  He  had  pointed  out  that  the  duty 
^aced  upon  such  machinery  was  no  encourage- 
ment whatever  to  local  industry,  because  these 
machines  were  of  such  a  character  that  they 
had  not  been,  nor  could  they  be,  manufactured 
with  profit  in  the  colony.  He  would  there- 
fore a^  the  Premier  whether  he  could  not 
introduce  a  short  clause  under  which  encour- 
agement could  be  given  to  one  of  the  most 


important  industries  in  the  colony — the  in- 
dustry of  cutting,  working,  and  exporting 
timber.  He  was  sure,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  only  look  into  the  question,  he 
could  see  his  way  to  give  efieot  to  this  sug- 

gestion,  and  that  the  relief  thus  afforded  would 
e  very  much  appreciated  by  those  who  were 
engaged  in  this  large  industry,  which  em- 
ployed a  very  great  amount  of  labour,  and 
which,  he  need  hardly  say,  was  doing  a  great 
amount  of  good  to  New  Zealand.  He  there- 
fore hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
give  effect  to  his  suggestion,  and  see  his  way 
to  comply  with  his  request. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  said  he  had  also  some  matters 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Treasurer  in 
connection  with  the  tariff,  if  the  Govermnent 
were  going  to  deal  with  it  as  honourable  mem- 
bers would  have  them  do.  He  understood  that 
the  Government  were  not  going  to  deal  with 
the  tariff  this  session,  and  therefore  he  ob- 
jected to  the  suggestions  of  any  honourable 
members  to  relieve  one  section  of  the  com- 
munity at  the  expense  of  the  community  as  a 
whole. 

Mr.  FISH  said,  as  regarded  this  Bill,  and  the 
suggestion  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua,  whilst  he  did  not  disagree  or 
wish  to  be  understood  as  disagreeing  with  some 
amendments  in  the  law  with  regard  to  photo- 
graphic material,  he  would  point  out  to  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  if  he  allowed  any 
amendments  in  the  tariff  in  this  direction  he 
must  be  prepared  to  aJlow  other  amendments. 
There  were  several  things  which  he  should  like 
to  see  altered,  but  he  had  refrained  from  say- 
ing anything  with  regard  to  them  because  he 
was  informed  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Govemment  this  year  to  interfere  with  the 
tariff  at  all.  The  Government  should  consider 
the  matter  very  seriously. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  with  regard 
to  alterations  in  the  tariff.  If  any  alterations 
were  made,  he  in  conmion  with  other  honour- 
able members  had  two  or  three  things  which 
he  wanted  to  see  altered.  With  regard  to  the 
fruit  trade,  he  had  received  petitions  and  letters 
from  the  Coal  Creek  district,  asking  for  assist- 
ance to  protect  them  against  the  introduction- 
of  foreign  fruit,  probably  from  Tasmania  and 
other  places.  If  there  were  to  be  alterations 
in  the  tariff,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  hear 
from  him  on  that  question.  There  was  another 
matter  requiring  alteration — that  was,  the 
protection  of  spirits  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  there  was  nothing  in 
the  Bill  about  spirits. 

Mr,  VALENTINE  was  aware  of  that,  but  he 
was  only  saying  that  if  any  alterations  were 
made  in  the  tariff  this  was  one  of  the  matters 
he  should  have  to  bring  before  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man might  make  a  passing  allusion  to  what 
he  thought  would  happen  in  the  event  of  the 
Customs  tariff  being  amended,  but,  speaking  on 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  he  must  not. 
enlarge  upon  it. 
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Mr.  VALENTINE  said,  in  that  case  he 
would  keep  his  remarks  for  another  ocoasion. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  said  if  there  was  to  be  an 
alteration  in  the  tariff  he  hoped  that  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  duties  on  the  neoessaries  of  life 
would  be  considered. 

Mr.  RHODES  asked  whether  any  reduction 
of  the  tariff  was  proposed  by  this  Bill. 

Mr.  WABD  replied  that  it  did  not  deal  with 
the  tariff  at  all. 

Mr.  RHODES  asked  what  was  the  proposed 
alteration  in  the  law. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Bill  simply  related  to 
drawbacks. 

Mr.  RHODES  said  that  a  few  weeks  ago  he 
asked  one  of  the  Ministers  whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  consider  the  propriety  of  reducing 
the  tax  on  wire-fencing,  and  he  hoped  the 
Minister  would  consider  that  before  he  went 
on  with  this  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  MILLS  hoped  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  not  be  persuaded  to  allow  of  any  amend- 
ment of  the  tariff.  If  he  once  opened  the  door 
they  would  be  kept  there  for  the  next  month 
chopping  Gknd  changing  the  tarifi. 

Mr.  T.  [MACKENZIE  said  if  that  was  the 
only  reason  the  honourable  member  tot  Port 
Chalmers  had  to  urge  it  was  a  very  weak 
reason.  He  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  was  prepared  to 
stop  two  months  longer,  and  if  there  was  any 
prospect  of  carrying  a  number  of  amendments 
absolutely  required  in  the  tariff  he  was  pre- 
pared to  say  three  months.  He  was  supported 
m  his  desire  to  remain  in  the  House  a  little 
longer  to  carry  out  the  business  of  the  country 
when  he  remembered  that  the  Premier  had 
told  them  they  received  £20  a  month  in  order 
to  stay  there  and  do  the  business  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  SHERA  wished  to  congratulate  the 
Minister  upon  having  proposed  such  an  amend- 
ment of  the  law.  The  practice  had  been  that 
duty  was  charged  upon  drawbacks  allowed  in 
other  colonies  and  deducted  from  the  invoices : 
that  was  to  say,  an  importer  from  Australia 
had  to  pay  duty  on  a  greater  amount  than  the 
goods  cost  him.  The  proposed  amendment  of 
the  law  would  be  highly  appreciated  by  mer- 
cantile men  who  imported  from  Australia. 

Mr.  TANNER  apprehended  that  honourable 
members,  in  making  requests  for  a  revision  of 
the  tariff,  had  misunderstood  the  scope  of  the 
Bill.  He  thought  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in 
introducing  it,  might  have  given  the  House  some 
account  of  the  circimistances  which  led  to  the 
alteration  which  the  Bill  proposed.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  ex- 
planations were  not  so  detailed  as  some  mem- 
bers required.  At  the  same  time,  in  preferring 
requests  for  alterations,  most  of  the  speakers 
had  apparently  been  at  sea. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that,  from  the  way 
in  which  the  measure  had  been  placed  before 
honourable  menibers,  it  was  no  wonder  they 
got  up  to  speak  on  it  without  knowing  much 
about  it.  He  defied  any  one  to  understand  it 
from  the  explanation  given  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  He  had  protested  on  many  occa- 
.sions  against  bringing  down  Bills  to  repeal 


oertain  words  and  clauses  in  certain  Acts  i 
several  years  ago ;  which,  in  his  opinion,  was 
a  very  bad  class  of  legislation. 

Mr.  WARD,  in  reply,  said  this  was  a  very 
small  Bill,  and  he  was  very  much  surprised  to 
hear  from  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  that  he  was  unable  to  grasp  what  was  con* 
tained  in  this  very  little  Bill.  The  Bill  dealt 
entirely  with  the  question  of  drawbacks;  con- 
sequently, if  there  was  any  very  serious  draw- 
back as  far  as  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
concerned  it  might  be  excusable.  It  was  not 
intended  to  in  any  way  alter  the  tariff.  This 
Bill  dealt  purely  with  drawbacks.  A  merchant 
importing  goods  from  Australia  received  an 
nvoice  at  net  prices — that  was,  prices  equivai- 
lent  to  the  Australian  duty-paid  vahie,  less  the 
drawback  of  duty  received  by  the  shipper  in 
Australia.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  obviate 
the  necessity  for  adding  the  amount  of  such 
drawbaoJc  to  the  value  shown  on  the  importer's 
invoice.  That  was  as  clear  as  he  could  possibly 
put  it.  In  reply  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua,  he  might  say  it  was  not  intended 
by  the  Government  to  in  any  way  interfere 
with  the  tariff  this  year.  That  being  the  case, 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  not  expect  his 
suggestion  to  be  dealt  with  in  this  Bill,  because, 
if  the  doors  were  opened  for  alterations  in  the 
tariff  in  the  direction  referred  to,  other  honour- 
able members  would  expect  to  have  numerous 
other  points  dealt  with.  As  he  had  said,  this 
BiU  was  only  intended  to  deal  with  the  subject 
of  drawbacks.  He  hoped  he  had  mode  matters 
clear  to  honourable  members  who  had  criticised 
the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

NATIVE  TRUSTS  AND  CLAIMS  DEFINI- 
TION AND  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  this 
BUI, 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  this  BiU  had  come 
back  from  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  con- 
siderably altered.  This  being  a  highly  tech- 
nical BiU,  the  alterations  were  difficult  to 
appreciate.  But  it  was  not  his  purpose  that 
evening  to  refer  to  particular  alterations,  but 
rather  to  object  to  a  Bill  dealing  with  a  p>att 
of  the  complex  law  as  to  Native  lands  being 
taken  apart  from  the  whole  subject.  This  was 
another  patch  proposed  on  the  garment  of 
Native  legislation,  which  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  not  in  that  way,  but  in  a  comprehen- 
sive measure.  A  Bill  like  the  present  only 
indicated  that  they  were  not  going  to  have  this 
session,  as  promised,  a  comprehensive  handling 
of  Native -land  legislation.  It  was  evident, 
from  those  little  Bills  now  being  brought  down 
dealing  with  the  more  acute  phases  of  Native- 
land  legislation,  that  the  comprehensive  mea- 
sure was  going  to  be  postponed  for  another 
year;  for  to  bring  down  later  on,  when  the 
Order  Paper  was  congested  with  the  vast  num- 
ber of  Bills  being  accumulated  there — to  bring 
down  then  a  measure  purporting  to  deal  with 
Native  lands  generally  was  to  repeat  the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  five  years,  when,  as  they 
had  seen,  BUls  were  brought  down  when  they 
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<scyiild  not  be  pzopezly  dealt  with,  and  the  mat- 
ter had  year  after  yecur  to  be  postponed.  He 
leased  very  much  they  were  going  now  to  be 
again  diBappointed  in  that  settlement  of  the 
Native-land  question  which  was  so  urgently 
^Leoaanded. 

Mr.  CAHBOLL  was  glad  to  see  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  apply  his  remarks 
particularly  to  the  Bill  before  the  House ;  be- 
cause he  mi^t  say  that  tbe  Bill  had  been  oon- 
dderably  altered  and  simplified  in  form ;  and  he 
intended  making  any  explanations  whioh  the 
House  required.  Wifch  regard  to  the  more  com- 
prehensive measure  referred  to,  he  could  give 
the  assurance  of  the  Government  that  within 
the  next  day  or  two— or,  at  any  rate,  within  the 
next  week — ^an  opportunity  would  be  given  to 
the  House  of  discassing  that  Bill  on  the  second 
reading.  Furthermore,  there  were  other  im- 
portant measures  which  he  could  also  assure 
the  honourable  member  would  not  be  delayed, 
as  had  been  the  usual  practice,  till  the  latter 
part  of  the  session,  but  he  thought  this  week 
would  see  most  of  the  Native  legislation  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  gone  on  with. 

Bill  committed. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 
Mr.  WABD,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  it  contained  several  alterations 
of  the  existing  Post  Office  Act,  and  it  would 
perhaps  be  convenient  to  the  House  if  he  ex- 
plained it  in  detail  clause  by  clause.  It  would 
be  noticed  that  clause  2  provided  for  the  inser- 
tion of  the  word  <'  letter-cards  "  in  the  interpre- 
tation section  of  the  Act  of  1881.  The  altera- 
tion that  he  had  just  indicated  was  for  the 
introduction  of  letter-cards.  As  the  result  of 
the  Postal  Union  Convention,  it  had  been  de- 
cided in  many  countries  to  introduce  these 
letter-cards;  and,  for  the  information  of  the 
Hoase,  he  might  say  that,  contrary  to  the  exist- 
ing system  of  post-cards,  the  letter-cards  would 
be  folded  up.  They  contained  perforations, 
and  in  the  ordinary  course  these  perforations 
would  enable  the  gummed  edges  to  be  torn 
off  and  the  letter-card  thrown  open  by  the 
recipient.  The  contents  were  not  revealed  to 
the  eyes  of  the  postal  authorities,  so  that  one 
might  write  in  privacy  whatever  he  desired. 
It  was  intended  by  this  proposed  amendment 
of  the  Act  to  charge  for  the  inland  letter-cards 
the  same  postage  rate  as  now  charged  for  post- 
cards— that  wa.s,  one  penny;  and  twopence  to 
Australia.  Clause  8  of  the  Bill  dealt  with 
offensive  publications  and  indecent  literature, 
and  in  this  connection  he  might  say  that  a 
very  large  quantity  of  this  literature  was  found 
to  pass  through  the  post-offices  in  the  colony. 
Under  the  proposal  now  before  the  House  it 
was  intended  to  give  greater  power  to  the  postal 
officers  to  enable  this  class  of  literature  to 
be  stoppe4,  and  this  he  thought  was  a  matter 
which  woiild  commend  itself  to  the  House. 
Clause  4  of  the  Bill  merely  gave  power  to  make 
regulations  for  the  issue  of  post-  and  letter- 
cards,  and  for  the  transmission  of  the  same 
either  within  or  outside  the  colony.  Subclause 
{i)  repealed  section  2  of  the  Post  Office  Act  of 


1881,  giving  the  Governor  in  Council  power  to 
make  arrangements  with  other  countries  for 
the  reciprocal  transmission  of  post-cards;  and 
the  Decessaiy  power  to  do  so  was  provided  in 
the  Bill,  as  honourable  members  would  see  on 
reference  to  subclause  (2).  Clause  5  proposed 
to  pay  compensation  up  to  £2  for  the  loss  of  a 
registered  letter.  This  was  quite  a  new  feature 
80  far  as  the  Postal  Department  of  this  colony 
was  concerned.  It  was  decided  at  the  Vienna 
Postal  Convention  to  introduce  this  system, 
providing  for  payment  by  way  of  compensa- 
tion up  to  the  amount  of  £2  for  the  loss  of  a 
registered  letter.  As  the  Bill  was  now  drafted, 
he  might  say  that  it  proposed  to  apply  to 
other  than  the  loss  of  a  registered  letter,  but 
when  in  Committee  he  proposed  to  ask  the 
House  to  amend  the  clause  so  as  to  make  it 
apply  to  the  loss  of  registered  letters  only.  It 
was  found  necessazy  to  do  this  for  various 
reasons.  Its  advantage  was  that  it  oHered 
secturity  to  the  public  who  desired  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  Post  Office  for  posting  small 
amounts  which  did  not  now  exist,  and  it  was 
found  that  people  were  disposed  to  enclose 
small  amounts  in  letters  without  registering 
them  at  all.  Therefore,  if  the  public  wore  dis- 
posed to  avail  themselves  of  this  means  for  the 
transmission  of  small  amounts  with  no  security 
at  all  afforded  them  against  loss,  it  was  just  as 
well  to  enable  these  people  to  use  the  Post 
Office  in  such  a  way  as  to  thoroughly  secure 
themselves  against  loss  up  to  the  amount  of 
£2.  Clause  6  of  tbe  Bill  dealt  with  a  matter 
which  affected  the  masters  of  steamers.  At 
present,  when  a  steamer  arrived  in  port  her 
master  had  to  go  to  the  post-office  and  make 
a  personal  declaration  there  in  connection  with 
the  delivery  Ox^the  mails.  This  entailed  upon 
the  master  a  very  great  deal  of  inconveni- 
ence, and  it  was  found  that,  as  many  steamers 
arrived  in  port  at  a  late  hour,  the  master  had 
to  turn  out  early  in  the  morning  in  order 
to  enable  this  portion  of  the  Act  to  be  given 
effect  to.  Under  this  Bill  it  was  proposed  that 
the  master  of  the  vessel  might  depute  some 
person  to  perform  this  duty  for  him.  He 
might  say  that  shipmasters  for  some  years 
past  had  been  strongly  urging  this  change  in 
the  law.  It  was  a  change  which,  while  en- 
abling the  requirements  of  the  department  to 
be  fulfilled  in  every  way,  wpuld  at  the  same 
time  afford  to  shipmasters  and  those  con- 
nected with  vessels  a  very  great  convenience. 
Clause  7  of  tbe  Bill  repealed  a  section  of  the 
principal  Act  dealing  with  the  substitution  of 
agents  or  other  persons  to  take  the  place  of 
the  master.  Clause  8  repealed  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  1885  as  to  defining  the  exact 
form  in  which  postal  notes  were  to  be  issued. 
Under  the  existing  Act  the  particular  way  in 
which  postal  notes  were  issued  was  detailed. 
It  was  intended  to  give  power  to  the  Governor 
in  Council  to  say  in  what  form  they  should 
be  issued.  This  was  necessary,  as  the  pre- 
sent practice  was  found  not  to  work  well. 
Clause  9  dealt  with  some  forms  of  postal  notes 
and  determined  their  currency,  and  provided 
that,  instead  of  the  currency  being  limited  to 
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twelve  months,  as  was  the  case  at  present, 
there  should  be  no  fixed  period  of  currency. 
He  might  say  this  was  found  necessary  in  order 
to  give  greater  convenience  to  the  public.  As 
it  was,  the  expiry  of  the  currency  after  twelve 
months  bad  been  found  in  many  cases  to  cause 
considerable  inconvenience  to  purchasers  of 
postal  notes,  and  agitation  had  been  set  afoot 
In  more  than  one  quarter  to  remedy  tliis. 
He  thought  himself  that  it  was  desirable  that 
the  change  asked  for  should  be  given  effect  to 
in  this  Bill.  The  explanation  he  had  given 
covered,  he  thought,  the  whole  of  the  proposed 
alterations  in  the  Bill,  and  he  would  be  gfad  to 
consider  any  suggestions  honourable  members 
would  have  to  msSie  in  Committee.  He  thought, 
however,  that  the  proposals  contained  in  the 
Bill,  while  not  very  large  ones,  would  further 
tend  to  the  usefulness,  and  convenience  to  the 
public,  of  the  Post  Office. 

Sir  J.  HALL  thought  the  amendments  de- 
tailed by  the  Postmaster-General  appeared  to 
be  of  a  useful  character ;  but  he  would  suggest 
that  with  regard  to  letter-cards  there  should 
be  some  definition  of  what  a  letter-card  was. 
It  appeared  to  him,  however,  that  this  pro- 
ceeding was  a  rather  roundabout  way  of  effect- 
ing what  the  Postmaster -General  had  tried 
ineffectually  to  do  two  years  ago — that  was,  to 
reduce  the  ordinary  letter-postage  to  a  penny. 
With  regard  to  the  last  suggestion  of  the 
Minister,  he  thought  it  was  hardly  a  wise  one. 
At  present  postal  notes  had  only  a  currency 
of  twelve  months,  and  it  was  never  contem- 
plated that  they  should  remain  in  currency  as 
a  circulating  medium.  It  was  intended,  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  should  be  made  use  of 
within  a  reasonable  period.  He  believed  it  was 
the  rule  in  the  Imperial  Post  Omce  that  notes 
lapsed  when  twelve  months  had  passed,  but 
they  might  be  revived  on  application  to  the 
Post  Office  authorities.  He  thought  it  was 
very  undesirable  to  encourage  the  leaving  of  a 
number  of  these  postal  notes  outstanding ;  and 
in  that  respect  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
proposed  alteration.  He  hoped  the  Postmaster- 
General  would  consider  the  alternative  he  had 
suggested— namely,  that  notes  should  lapse  if 
not  used  vnthin  twelve  months,  with  a  power 
in  certain  circumstances  for  the  Postmaster- 
General  to  revive  them. 

Captain  KUSSELL  wished  the  mover  of  the 
Bill  would  tell  them  how  the  revenue  would  be 
affected  by  his  proposals.  The  Minister  had 
not  given  them  any  indication  of  that,  and  he 
thought  that  before  they  were  asked  to  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time  they  should  be  told 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  believed  would 
be  the  effect  of  the  BUI  on  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  Post  Office. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  points  raised  by  the 
honourable  gentlemen  deserved  attention,  and 
he  would  deal  first  vnth  the  point  raised  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  He 
might  say  that  the  proposals  under  the  Bill 
would  not  affect  the  revenue  by  way  of  de- 
crease. On  the  contrary,  if  these  proposals 
were  given  effect  to  an  increase  should  result. 
With  regard  to  the  proposition  to  establish 
Mr.  Ward 


letter-cards,  be  desired  to  point  out  that  thoee 
cards  would  be  a  further  convenience  to  the 
public  in  addition  to  post-cards.  These  were 
now  issued  at  a  penny,  and  under  the  proposala 
it  was  intended  that  letter-cards  snould  be 
posted  within  the  colony  at  a  penny,  the  only 
difference  being  tiiat  persons  who  did  not  wish 
to  have  what  tiiey  wrote  open  on  the  face  so 
as  to  be  read  by  any  one  could  put  it  between 
two  perforated  sheets,  and  close  it  from  the  eye. 
It  was  to  be  inferred  that  those  who  would 
use  a  letter-card  would,  if  letter-cards  did 
not  exist,  use  a  post-card.  Although  post- 
cards had  been  very  largely  used,  many  people 
objected  to  put  private  matter  upon  them — 
that  would  be  admitted.  The  letter-cards  were 
therefore  intended  to  be  an  improvement  on 
the  post-cards  for  those  who  wished  to  use 
them.  He  did  not  himself,  nor  did  the  depiut- 
ment,  anticipate  any  loss  of  revenue  from  the 
proposed  change.  The  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere  had  asked  that  a  letter-card  should 
be  defined.  The  same  remark  might  apply  to 
a  post-card;  it  was  defined  in  tiie  ordinary 
way  as  a  letter.  If  there  could  be  any  way  of 
defining  a  letter-card  so  as  to  insure  its  not 
being  too  large,  that  could  be  done.  These 
letter -cuxls  were  used  in  most  postal  depart- 
ments throughout  the  world,  and  he  thought 
that  this  colony  would  do  wisely  to  follow 
those  countries  which  had  adopted  them.  So 
far  as  the  definition  of  letter-cards  was  con- 
cerned, he  could  only  say  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention to  closely  follow  other  countries  in  this 
respect.  In  fact,  he  might  say  that  the  Postal 
Union,  which  was  a  very  far-reaching  body, 
and  useful  to  the  civilised  world,  had  already 
dealt  with  the  matter,  and  they  would  not  go 
very  far  wrong  in  following  that  body.  With 
regard  to  the  other  matter — that  of  limiting 
the  currency  of  postal  notes  for  twelve  months 
— that  was  not  what  was  intended  by  the  BilL 
The  postal  notes  now  used  were  sent  to  coun- 
try Places  where  there  were  no  post-offices^ 
for  tne  purpose  of  enabling  those  wno  had  not 
money-order  offices  in  their  neighbourhood  to 
use  them  in  the  ordinary  interchange  of  busi- 
ness ;  and  it  had  occurred  that  those  notes 
could  not  be  got  back  within  twelve  months. 
It  therefore  seemed  to  him  to  be  desirable,  if 
this  great  convenience  was  to  be  of  use  to  the 
public — which  it  ought  to  be — that  this  ob- 
jection, wbich  was  a  very  valid  one  to  those 
who  lived  in  remote  places,  should  not  exist; 
and  the  object  of  the  proposal  was  to  enable 
remote  country  places  to  have  the  full  benefit 
of  the  currency  of  those  notes. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Minister,  with  re- 
ference  to  clause  8,  which  said  that  the  words 
in  the  postal  notes  should  be  in  such  form  as 
the  Governor  in  Council  miffht  prescribe,  and  in 
regard  to  clause  9,  which  dealt  with  extended 
currency,  to  say  whether  it  was  contemplated 
that  the  notes  should  carry  interest. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  wished  to  point  out  that 
by  the  proposed  amendment  the  currency  of 
notes  for  £1  or  £5  was  reduced  from  twelve 
months  to  four  months.  The  present  pro- 
posal said  that  the   currency  of  iJl  postal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18d3.]     Baaiis'  and  Companies*      [HOUSE.]  Accounts  Audit  Bill 


209 


notes  *' other  than  one-pound  or  five-pound" 
should  be  extended  to  twelve  months.  Then, 
the  Act  of  1885  limited  them  to  four  months. 
80  that  these  notes  would  remain  limited  to 
four  months,  and  instead  of  extending  their 
correnov  it  was  limiting  it. 

Mr.  WABD  asked  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  look  at  section. 3  of  the  Act  of  1891. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  had  read  it,  and 
reading  the  one  with  the  other  he  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  he  had  stated. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  if  it  was  the  in- 
tention to  issue  postal  notes  in  any  districts 
wheie  there  were  banks. 

Mr.  WABD  said  postal  notes  were  issued  at 
any  post-office  throughout  the  colony  which 
was  a  recognised  post-office.  No  alteration 
in  that  respect  was  to  be  made.  There  was 
no  luoh  thing  as  an  intention  to  charge  inter- 
est on  the  notes.  On  the  contrary,  those  who 
required  postal  notes  had  to  pay  the  same 
rate  of  commission  as  formerly.  The  notes 
were  found  to  be  a  convenience  to  those  who 
desired  to  use  them,  and  they  had  to  pay  for 
that  convenience.  With  regard  to  the  conten- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahiia 
that  the  e£fect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  limit 
the  currency  of  notes,  he  could  only  say  iih%t 
was  quite  different  from  the  intention  when 
the  Bill  was  drafted.  He  would  look  into  the 
point.  The  regulation  with  regard  to  the  form 
of  notes  was  intended  to  dispense  with  a  whole 
quantity  of  very  unnecessary  printed  matter, 
which  was  confusing  to  those  who  used  the 
notes.  It  was  proposed  to  dispense  with  that, 
and  make  the  notes  plain,  so  that  people  could 
understand  them. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  be  set  down 
for  committal  on  the  following  day, 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  did  not  feel  at 
all  satisfied  with  the  explanation  given  by  the 
Postmaster-General.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
these  postal  notes  were  simply  an  insidious 
form  of  borrowing.  He  would  like  to  know 
what  difference  there  was  between  a  postal  note 
and  a  greenback. 

Mr.  FERGUS  pointed  out  that  the  highest 
ItffA  authority  in  the  House  said  that  the 
object  the  Postmaster-General  wished  to  effect 
would  not  be  effected  at  all  by  the  measure. 
He  thought,  therefore,  it  would  be  advisable 
perhaps  to  have  the  committal  of  the  Bill  put 
off  to  some  future  day.  If  the  Bill  were  put 
down  for  committal  on  the  following  day, 
honourable  members  would  not  have  time  to 
obtain  information  and  study  the  opinion  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  it  was  a  most  im- 
portant thing,  before  the  Bill  was  brought  down 
on  the  following  day,  that  they  should  have 
some  information  from  the  promoter  as  to 
what  would  be  the  loss  of  revenue  arising  from 
the  Bill. 

Sir  J.  HALL  thought  the  Minister  should 
alfio  have  a  return  prepared  showing  the 
amount  of  money  the  Government  were  going 
to  raise  in  this  way — how  many  notes  were 
expected  to  be  current.    This  ought  to  be  done 

VOL.  LXZXI.-14. 


to  balance  the  return  asked  for  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Hutt. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  of  course  there  was  no  in- 
crease whatever  in  taxation  so  far  as  this  Bill 
was  concerned.  It  proposed  to  levy  the  same 
rate  on  postal  notes  as  was  now  i>eing  paid. 
He  wished  to  say  that,  instead  of  taking  the 
committal  of  the  Bill  for  the  following  day,  he 
would  ask  the  House  to  take  it  on  Wednesday. 
He  would  be  much  pleased  to  furnish  a  return 
showing  the  number  of  current  postal  notes. 
The  intention  was  not  to  make  any  material 
alteration  with  regard  to  Government  postal 
notes.  He  would  be  glad  to  furnish  the  House 
with  the  fullest  information  on  the  matter. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Wednes- 
day. 

BANKS*  AND  COMPANIES'  ACCOUNTS 
AUDIT  BILL. 

Mr.  WARD  said  if  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
House  that  this  Bill  be  proceeded  with  imme- 
diately he  would  be  very  happy  to  move  the 
second  reading  now.  Ac  the  same  time  he 
might  say  that  it  was  his  intention  to  refer 
the  Bill,  together  with  other  Bills  dealing  with 
banks  or  companies,  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  convenient 
for  honourable  members  if  he  gave  a  brief  out- 
line of  the  Bill,  and  then  moved  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  and 
asked  that  the  second  reading  be  taken  after 
that. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked,  as  a  matter  of  order, 
that  that  course  should  nolf  be  adopted.  Re- 
ferring the  Bill  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee might  be  of  some  use ;  but  he  thought 
it  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  honourable 
members  if  a  proper  debate  on  the  second 
reading  took  place.  It  would  be  very  difficult 
to  debate  the  Bill  when  they  had  had  the  Bill 
only  since  the  House  met:  in  fact,  he  had 
never  seen  a  copy  of  the  Bill  himself  at  aU 
yet.  He  would  suggest  that  the  motion  for 
the  second  reading  be  postponed  till  next  day. 

Mr.  WARD  would  suggest  that  this  course 
might  meet  with  aceeptance  by  the  House. 
He  might  make  any  remarks  in  moving  the 
second  reading,  and  then  move  that  the  debate 
be  8kdjourned. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  had  not  seen  the 
BiU,  and  did  not  know  what  it  contained,  but 
he  had  heard  that  it  contained  clauses  of  a 
very  extreme  and  dangerous  character.  If  the 
Minister's  proposal  was  adopted,  the  opinions 
of  the  Minister  would  be  promulgated  through- 
out the  country,  and  published  in  every  news- 
paper. The  country  would  therefore  not  see 
what  was  to  be  said  against  the  Bill.  He  did 
not  think  the  second  reading  should  be  taken 
that  night. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Bill  was  not 
even  numbered  on  the  corrected  Order  Paper, 
and,  as  no  honourable  member  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  Bill  until  after  the  House 
met,  he  asked,  as  a  matter  of  order,  whether 
the  Bill  could  be  proceeded  with.  There  were 
plenty  of  other  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper  to  go 
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on  "with,  and  he  believed  this  was  not  an 
urgent  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  it  was  not  contrary 
to  order  to  proceed  with  the  second  reading 
of  a  Bill  before  it  was  printed.  It  was,  of 
course,  for  the  House  to  decide  whether  the 
Bill  should  pass  its  second  reading  under  such 
circumstances.  The  Speaker  had  no  power  to 
interfere  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
moving  the  second  reading  if  he  thought  fit  so 
to  do. 

Mr.  WAKD,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  desired  to  say  that  honourable  mem- 
bers would  see  that  there  was  nothing 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  if  he  was  in  order  in 
protesting  against  this  course.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not  informed  the  House 
what  the  urgency  of  this  measure  was. 

Mr.  WABD  said,  as  Mr.  Speaker  had  ruled 
he  could  speak,  ho  would  do  so.  He  would  not 
proceed  if  there  was  anything  dangerous  in  the 
measure.  The  Bill  had  been  circulated,  and  if 
honourable  members  would  go  to  their  pigeon- 
holes they  would,  no  doubt,  find  it  there.  He 
simply  intended  to  explain  the  Bill  now,  and 
then  a/Sk  for  an  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
He  did  not  think  honourable  members  could 
take  any  material  exception  to  that  course. 
There  was  nothing  dangerous  or  urgent  in 
the  matter  so  far  as  the  Bill  was  concerned, 
and  he  would  consult  the  wishes  of  the  House 
as  to  whether  he  should  proceed  with  the  Bill 
or  not.  It  was  purely  a  permissive  Bill,  which 
contained  no  compulsion  whatever  upon  any 
company  or  bank  in  the  colony.  The  object 
of  its  introduction  was  to  enable  a  majority 
of  shareholders  of  any  corporate  body  carrying 
on  business  within  the  colony  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  and  to  have 
an  audit  of  the  company's  accounts.  As  honour- 
able members  would  see,  the  Bill  proposed  to 
place  the  matter  entirely  in  the  hands  of  share- 
holders, and  there  was  nothing  in  the  way 
of  an  attempt  by  the  Government  to  impose  a 
compulsory  audit  upon  any  institution.  It  was 
also  intended  that  one- third  of  ttie  shareholders 
of  a  limited-liability  company  registered  under 
"The  Companies  Act,  1882,"  might  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  Bill  to  have  the  affairs  of  their 
company  audited ;  or  a  majority  of  the  share- 
holders in  any  company  registered  with  tin- 
limited  liability  might  by  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  apply  to  the  Audit  Office  to  have  the  affairs 
of  that  company  audited ;  or  a  majority,  repre- 
senting one-third  in  value,  of  the  shareholders  of 
any  incorporated  company  carrying  on  mining 
operations  in  the  colony,  and  registered  under 
*'The  Mining  Companies  Act,  1886,"  or  any 
similar  Act  previously  in  force,  could  obtain  a 
similar  audit.  It  was  very  desirable  that  the 
shareholders  of  mining  companies  should  have 
the  power,  if  they  so  desired,  to  have  an  audit 
of  their  accounts  made  by  the  Audit  Depart- 
ment. There  had  been  many  abuses  which 
had  crept  into  the  working  of  companies  owing 
to  the  Bystem  which  existed,  so  that  if  they 
allowed  the  shareholders  of  those  companies  to 
have  the  advantage  of  the  Audit  Office,  and 
have  a  proper  audit  of  their  accounts  made, 
Mr,  Bichardson 


he  thought  honourable  members  would  con- 
cede that  it  was  a  very  desirable  thing  for 
them  to  have.  The  Bill  provided  that  the 
various  companies  and  banks  to  which  he  had 
alluded  might  take  advantage  of  the  terms  of 
the  Bill  and  call  in  the  Audit  Department  to 
have  the  affairs  of  their  concerns  audited.  It 
further  provided  that  any  expanse  of  such  audit 
should  be  borne  by  such  company  or  institu- 
tion. Clause  4  provided  that  the  officers  of  the 
Audit  Departmenc  conducting  such  audits  were 
to  be  bound  to  secrecy.  The  Bill  was  not  of 
a  drastic  character.  It  was  not  prompted  by 
any  of  the  financial  disasters  in  any  of  the 
other  colonies;  but  it  was  a  Bill  which  the 
Government  thought  necessary  to  place  on  the 
statute-book.  The  shareholders  of  any  com- 
pany, on  being  incorporated  into  a  company, 
if  they  wished  could  by  a  majority  under  thia 
Bill  have  an  independent  outside  audit;  bat 
he  might  be  allowed  to  state  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  introduce 
anything  in  the  shape  of  drastic  or  compul- 
sory legislation.  The  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  to  place  a  measure  upon  the  sta- 
tute-book—which would  be  a  permissive  one 
— to  enable  those  who  were  concerned  in  the 
work  of  any  financial  institution  to  have  an 
outside  audit  if  they  so  desired,  or  if  the 
shareholders  thought  it  desirable.  There  could 
be  no  harm  in  that,  and  he  thought  it  was 
only  a  right  thing  to  enable  shareholders  of 
such  companies  to  have  an  independent  outside 
audit  if  they  desired,  and  if  they  voted  for  it. 
He  also  thought  he  should  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  alluding  to  an  outline  of-  a  Bill  pub- 
lished in  the  Evening  Post  that  evening.  He 
thought  honourable  members  would  see  he 
had  a  very  good  reason  for  alluding  to  this. 
There  had  appeared  in  the  evening  paper  an 
outline  of  a  Bill  which  he  might  say  Minis- 
ters had  no  intention  of  introducing.  They 
would  see  this  was  a  very  important  matter; 
and  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  that  the  parti- 
culars given  in  the  paper -f)urported  to  be  of 
a  proposed  banking  measure  to  be  intrednoed 
by  th(3  Government.  It  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  introduce  such  a  measure 
as  there  outlined.  The  particulars  that  had 
appeared  in  the  newspaper  were,  he  might  say, 
obtained  by  the  paper  in  a  thoroughly  legiti- 
mate way,  and  it  was  only  right  for  him  to  say 
so.  It  was  a  very  important  matter ;  and  he 
did  not  think  that  a  wrong  impression  should 
be  created,  as  it  might  lead  to  a  false  im- 
pression throughout  the  oolony  in  connection 
with  their  financial  institutions.  The  Bill  out- 
lined in  the  paper  was  the  skeleton  of  a  Bill 
that  found  its  way  into  the  Treasury  a  short 
time  ago  in  connection  with  other  Bills.  ThB4i 
Bill  had  by  pure  accident  been  given  out  that 
morning  to  a  Press  reporter.  It  had  not  been 
given  out  by  himself  or  by  any  of  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  but  it  had  been  placed  with 
other  draft  Bills  which  had  not  been  seen — ^let 
alone  considered — by  the  Government.  The  Bill 
heul  got  out  by  mistake  in  the  wa^r  in  which  he 
now  stated ;  but  the  Bill  as  indicated  in  the 
paper  in  question  the  Government  had  no  in- 
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tention  of  introducing,  or  any  similar  measure, 
fie  might  say  that  they  had  no  intention  of 
introducing  any  further  banking  legislation 
than  that  now  circulated.  It  was  only  right 
for  him  to  say  what  he  had  now  said,  in  order 
to  stop  any  unnecessary  wrong  impression  that 
the  country  might  haye  that  the  Government 
intended  adopting  anything  in  the  shape  of 
drastic  legislation.  He  was  very  glad  to  be 
able  to  say  now — though  some  months  ago  ^t 
would  have  been  very  hard  to  state  what  effect 
the  financial  disasters  in  Australia  might  have 
in  this  colony — that  the  Govenmient  saw  no 
reason  to  believe  that  any  such  thing  as  finan- 
cial disaster  could  reach  this  country  from 
what  had  occurred  in  the  other  colonies.  There 
was  no  probability  of  this  reachiog  New  Zea- 
land. Having  now  indicated  all  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House  proposed  as  regarded  bank- 
ing and  companies*  audit,  he  would  simply 
ask  honourable  gentlemen  to  agree  to  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate,  in  order  that  they 
might  have  a  full  opportunity  of  considering 
the  Bill  and  of  continuing  the  debate  on  it 
later  on. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  rose  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  permit  him  to  say  that  it  was 
tiie  wish  of  the  Government  to  adjourn  the 
debate. 

III.  DUTHIE  did  not  consider  the  debate 
should  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy, 
desired  to  explain  that,  if  it  were  the  wish  of 
honourable  gentlemen  to  proceed  with  the  de- 
bate, then  the  Government  would  consider  the 
arrangement  made,  that  the  debate  should  be 

adioumed 

Sir  J.  HALL  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  Cer- 
tain honourable  members  objected  to  the  Bill 
being  proceeded  with  at  present,  as  they  had 
not  had  time  to  consider  it,  and  they  accord- 
ingly wished  the  debate  to  be  adjourned.  But  if 
o^er  honourable  members  wished  to  discuss 
the  question  at  once,  he  saw  no  reason  to  pre- 
vent their  so  doing. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  again  say  that  the 
Government  had  intended  to  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate,  and  they  would  do 
80  after  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  had  spoken. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  position  appeared  to 
be  that  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  wished  to  discuss  the  Bill 
BOW,  and,  as  that  honourable  member  was  in 
poBsession  of  the  House,  the  motion  of  the  Pre- 
mier could  not  therefore  be  put  at  the  present 
inoment.  The  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  could  proceed  with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  had  no  wish  to  inter- 
fere with  Ministers  in  their  arrangements  for 
the  conduct  of  their  own  business,  but  the  Bill 
before  them  had  only  come  down  that  night, 
although  two  months  ago  in  the  Financial 
Statement  such  a  Bill  had  been  promised.  He 
{bought  it  a  pity  that  these  Bills  should  only 
be  pat  on  the  Order  Paper  now.  He  under- 
stood the  Treasurer  to  say  that  this  Bill  had 


not  been  prompted  by  the  disasters  in  the 
other  colonies :  yet,  referring  to  a  proposed  Bank 
Audit  Bill  in  the  Financial  Statement,  they 
found  this  passage : — 

"Every  thinking  man  will  agree  with  me 
that  in  times  of  peace  it  is  desirable  to  be  pre- 
pared for  war.  The  Government,  therefore, 
will  propose  legislation  having  a  direct  bearing 
upon  our  financial  institutions.  It  is  well  to 
be  forewarned  by  the  trouble  that  has  befallen 
the  neighbouring  colonies,  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  had  those  colonies  been 
previously  prepared  they  would  have  overcome 
their  difficulties  without  that  fearful  inroad 
upon  trade  and  industry  caused  by  the  late 
crisis." 

These  words  indicated  a  far-reaching  mea- 
sure, but  when  they  received  the  Bill  it  really 
meant  very  little.  He  thought  no  audit  such 
as  here  proposed  could  be  of  any  value.  Of  the 
six  banks  trading  in  the  colony,  five  were  regis- 
tered and  had  their  heekd- quarters  outside  of  it. 
To  several  of  these  their  business  in  New  Zea- 
land was  a  very  small  item  in  the  volume  of 
their  transactions.  What  value,  then,  could 
there  be  in  any  partial  audit  here  ?  True,  the 
Colonial  was  a  New  Zealand  bank,  but  no  one 
supposed  the  accounts  of  that  well-managed 
institution  specially  needed  Government  audit. 
The  disasters  that  had  overtaken  so  many 
Australian  bflmks  were  due  not  to  irregularities 
in  accounts,  which  could  have  been  discovered 
by  audit,  but  to  overtrading  aoid  depreciation 
in  their  securities  and  assets.  If  it  was  pro- 
posed to  assess  them  by  Government  officers 
the  colony  would  be  assuming  a  dangerous  re- 
sponsibility. Then,  the  proposal  to  audit  the  ac- 
counts of  companies  was  equally  objectionable, 
and  seemed  to  him  an  attempt  to  forestall  the 
Institute  of  Accountants  now  being  formed. 
It  would  be  far  better  to*  let  commercial 
people  alone,  to  manage  their  own  affairs.  So 
far  the  Government  Department  of  Audit  had 
not  been  a  marked  success,  as  the  recent 
Trust  Office  investigation  had  shown.  For 
these  recLSons  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  Bill 
was  totally  unnecessary,  and  if  Che  honour- 
able gentleman  was  about  to  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  he  trusted  that  he 
would  put  this  Bill  so  low  on  the  Order  Paper 
that  they  would  never  see  it  again.  The  pur- 
pose for  which  the  Bill  was  first  proposed,  as 
foreshadowed  in  the  Financial  Statement,  as 
the'  honourable  gentleman  had  recognised  had 
passed  away,  and  as  the  measure  was  no  longer 
necessary  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  bring  it  up  again. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  did  not  know 
whether  it  would  be  wise  to  let  the  motion 
pass  without  remarking  ilpon  the  extraordinary 
statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  That 
honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  be  entirely 
satisfied  with  himself  when  making  the  state- 
ment.  It  seemed  an  extraordinary  story  to 
him— that  of  the  Bill  that  had  been  published 
in  the  Evening  Post 
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Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  only  speak  to  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  he  was 
speaking  to  the  adjournment.  He  oould  not 
speak  to  the  merits  of  the  Bill ;  and  the  best 
proof  that  he  was  not  dealing  with  the  merits 
was  that  he  had  not  read  a  word  of  it.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  read  some  other 
Bill,  and,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
allowed  to  say  something  which  did  not  appear 
to  be  at  all  germane  to  the  present  Bill 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  only  question  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  now  discuss  was 
the  question  of  the  adjournment  of  the  debate, 
and  the  reasons  why  it  should  or  should  not  be 
adjourned. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  this  matter 
raised  the  question  as  to  whether  the  debate 
ought  to  be  adjourned.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  told  them  that  a  Bill  had  got  into  the 
Evening  Post.    He  did  not  exactly  inow 

Mr.  SPEAKER  asked  in  what  way  that 
affected  the  question  of  the  adjournment.  The 
honourable  gentleman  would  have  to  show 
that  very  distinctly,  or  he  could  not  allow  him 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  it  affected  it 
ij^  this  way :  that  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand 
was,  like  every  other  community,  so  sensitive 
to  financial  legislation  that  the  mere  allusion 
to  a  Bill  like  this-  might  cause  a  considerable 
amount  of  distrust  and  uneasiness  in  the  colony. 
The  adjournment  of  the  debate  was  not  calcu- 
lated to  allay  that  distrust.  He  did  not  know 
anything  about  the  substance  of  this  Bill,  but 
it  was  another  financial  Bill,  and  therefore  he 
conceived  this  to  be  the  proper  time  to  make  a 
remark  in  connection  therewith ;  otherwise  he 
did  not  understand  why  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  allowed  to  deal  with  it  at  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  not  further  discuss  that  question. 
The  honourable  gentleman  must  keep  simply 
to  the  question  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  he  would 
defer  his  remarks  to  another  occasion.  He 
might  be  permitted  to  say  he  felt  aggrieved 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  should  be  allowed 
to  make  an  explanation  on  a  Bill  not  before 
them  while  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  was  denied  the 
same  right. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in 
commencing  his  remarks  upon  this  subject, 
appealed  to  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to 
be  allowed  to  make  a  statement  respecting  a 
Bill  not  before  the  House.  It  was  only  under 
these  circumstances  that  he  did  not  object  to 
the  statement ;  but,  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
having  been  given  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
in  making  that  statement,  honourable  members 
should  have  like  indulgence,  and  should  be  en- 
titled to  ask  for  further  explanation  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  wished  to  ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
whether  this  Bill,  of  which  a  copy  was  supplied 
to  the  reporter  of  the  Evening  Post ^vr&B  printed 
in  the  Government  Printing  Office,  or  whether 
it  was  the  Bill  that  came  over  from  Australia. 


Mr.  FISH  thought  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  should  be  granted  for  two  reasons :  the^ 
first  reason  being  that  it  was  a  most  extraor- 
dinary course  to  attempt  to  read  a  Bill  a  second 
time  which  had  only  been  placed  in  the  pigeon- 
holes at  eight  o'clock  that  evening — that  waa 
an  unheard-of  thing ;  and  to  ask  the  House  to 
proceed  with  the  second  reading  of  the  BUI 
under  circumstances  such  as  those  was,  to  hi» 
mind,  exceedingly  improper.  The  second  reason 
why  he  thought  the  adjournment  should  take 
place  was  that  the  House  should  learn  the* 
cause  of  the  extraordinary  procedure  which  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  followed  with  r^ard  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  was  about  to 
say  that  was  a  very  strong  reason  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate,  because  he  thought 
the  House  was  entitled  to  further  information 
upon  a  subject  of  such  importance  as  this. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  supported  the  motion 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  for  the  rea- 
son that  no  good  could  be  gained  by  reading 
the  Bill  a  second  time.  It  would  appear  that 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  was  not  seriously 
intended,  and  that  it  had  been  put  on  the 
Order  Paper  as  a  peg  on  which  to  hang  a 
somewhat  curious  statement.  The  statement 
having  been  made,  the  Minister  would  pro- 
bably see  tkat  further  opportunity  should  be 
given  for  making  a  further  explanation  on  the 
subject. 

Captain  RUSSELL  disagreed  entirely  with 
the  remarks  of  the  preceding  speaker.  He- 
thought  the  Skdjoumment  of  the  debate  should 
not  take  place  for  the  very  reasons  that  were 
urged  by  the  two  preceding  speakers  why  it 
should.  Their  reasons  why  the  debate  should 
be  adjourned  were,  as  tkey  had  pointed  out, 
that  it  was  improper  that  the  other  side  should 
not  be  put  to  the  country  in  reply  to  the  speech 
made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  The  debato 
should  not  be  adjourned  for  some  time,  because 
there  were  certain  honourable  members  who 
wished  to  express  their  opinions  on  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  they  could  not  have  a 
better  reason  against  adjournment  than  that 
those  honourable  members  wished  to  express 
themselves  in  refutation  of  the  speech  made 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  or  to  elicit  a  ftrther 
explanation  with  regard  to  this  document 
which  heui  found  its  way  into  the  columns  of 
an  enterprising  paper,  and  with  regard  to  which 
they  wanted  to  know  why  it  was  published,  and 
how  it  had  got  there.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  consent  to  an  immediate  adjourn- 
ment, but  would  allow  members  who  wished  to 
speak  that  night  to  do  so,  and  then,  no  doubt^ 
the  Premier  would  give  an  opportunity  to  those 
who  had  studied  the  question  to  speak  the  fol«> 
lowing  day. 

Mr.  McLEAN  supported  the  adioumment 
of  the  debate;  and  he  would  like  to  ask 
whether  or  not  it  would  be  competent  for  him 
to  move  that  the  debate  be  adjourned  for 
six  months,  because  he  thought  tne  ColoniaJ 
Treasurer  had  brought  down  a  Bill  which  waa 
not  required  at  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  fixst  question  to 
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dedde  would  be  the  qaestion  as  to  whether 
«r  not  the  debate  should  be  adjourned  at  all. 

Mr.  McLean  would  support  the  adjoum- 
zoent,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  be  adjourned 
lor  a  very  long  time,  and  that  the  Bill  would  be 
put  at  the  bottom  of  the  Order  Paper  from  that 
time. 

Mr.  FERGUS  wished  to  know  if  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  was  going  to  reply  to  the  question 
of  the  acting  lecbder  of  the  Opposition  as  to 
whether  this  Bill  was  issued  from  the  Qovem- 
ment  Printing  Office,  or  was  printed  in  one  of 
the  other  colonies. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  wanted  an  explana- 
tion on  the  same  point.  He  did  not  think  the 
debate  should  be  adjourned  till  they  had  fuller 
information  on  this  important  point.  That 
was  a  very  strong  reason  why  they  should  not 
adjourn  the  debate;  and  another  reason  was 
this :  that  the  method  of  bringing  forward  the 
business  that  evening  had  been  of  a  peculiar 
order.  Now  the  question  had  been  opened, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  had  had  an 
opportimity  of  making  a  full  speech  in  con- 
nection wi&h  it,  and  of  introducing  extraneous 
matter,  they  should  go  more  thoroughly  into 
a  question  which  was  of  such  large  importance 
to  the  interests  of  the  colony  as  this  banking 
business  was.  For  that  reason  he  would  oppose 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  seemed  to  him  the 
proceedings  that  evening  were  of  a  character 
which  required  much  fuller  explanation  than 
they  had  had  so  far,  and  that  there  must  be 
some  reason  for  not  disclosing  to  the  House 
why  this  Bill  was  brought  in  in  such  a  hurried 
manner  immediately  upon  its  circulation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  speak  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  like  to  point  out 
that  any  Government  might  be  able  to  work  a 
very  clever  point  by  following  the  course  that 
the  Government  had  adopted  that  night.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer,  for  instance,  had  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  then  the 
House  was  asked  by  the  Premier  to  adjourn 
the  debate  immediately  afterwards,  before  any- 
body else  had  opportunity  at  all  of  replying 
to  any  statements  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
or  any  other  member  of  the  Ministry.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  thus  sheltered  by 
bis  colleague  stepping  in  and  stopping  any 
chance  whatever  of  replv  by  the  other  side 
of  the  House.  It  was  establishing,  he  thought, 
a  very  bad  precedent,  which  it  would  not  be 
well  to  follow  in  the  future. 

Debate  adjourned. 

On  the  question.  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed to  the  following  day, 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reason  why  he  desired 
the  resumption  of  the  debate  on  the  following 
^y  was  that  honourable  members  might  have 
the  Bill  before  them  and  be  able  to  study  it. 
He  could  assure  honourable  members  thab  the 
Government  were  not  aware  that  the  Bill  had 
«>ily  been  circulated  that  evening,  and  it  was 
ior  that  reason  he  had  moved  the  adjournment 
<tf  the  debate. 


Mr.  FERGUS  thought  it  would  1)0  advisable, 
seeing  that  the  Bill  had  got  into  the  hands  of 
the  Evening  Post^  and  as  it  had  been  printed 
at  the  Government  Printing  Office,  that  honour- 
able members  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
studying  it,  as  well  as  the  Evening  Post. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  object  he  had  in  making 
the  statement  he  had  made  was  to  prevent  any 
injury 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  wished  to  know 
whether  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in 
order  in  making  such  a  statement,  seeing  that 
he  himself  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  had  been  pulled  up 
for  doing  the  same. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  was  rather  a  matter  of 
personal  explanation.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man objected  to  get  information  which  an 
honourable  member  on  his  own  side  had  asked 
for,  he  would  not  give  it.  The  object  he  had 
in  making  the  statement  was  to  prevent  any 
injury  that  might  accrue  to  the  country  from 
an  accident  over  which  neither  he  nor  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury  had  any  control. 

Hon.  Membebs.— Oh  t  oh  t  , 

Mr.  WARD  said,  as  honourable  members 
evidently  did  not  want  an  explanation,  he 
would  not  make  it. 

Debate  adjourned  to  next  sitting-day. 

STOCK  BILL. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  no  doubt  honourable 
members  could  not  accuse  him  of  not  having 
circulated  it  in  time.  He  wanted  to  advance 
the  Bill  a  stage,  so  that  it  might  go  before  the 
Stock  Committee  for  consideration.  Honour- 
able members  would  remember  that  this  Bill 
was  brought  before  the  House  last  session,  and 
they  had  not  been  able  to  get  it  through  in 
consequence  of  the  opposition  offered  to  it  at 
that  time.  Since  then  the  Bill  had  been  cir* 
culated  throughout  the  colony,  and  extensively 
circulated  among  the  agricultural  and  pastoral 
associations.  The  Government  had  received  a 
large  amount  'of  recommendations  from  those 
associations,  and  wherever  they  had  found 
that  those  recommendations  woi:dd  be  service- 
able they  had  adopted  them  as  far  as  possible 
in  the  Bill.  Of  course,  in  other  cases  the  re- 
commendations had  not  been  adopted.  They 
had  received  the  opinions  of  a  large  number 
of  persons  on  the  Bill,  which,  as  now  brought 
before  the  House,  he  thought,  would  suit  the 
larger  portion  of  the  colony.  The  Bill  itself 
was  principally  a  consolidation  measure. 
Honourable  members  who  had.  gone  through 
it  would  see  that  it  consolidated  the  present 
law  in  connection  with  stock  throughout  the 
colony.  If  it  became  law  it  would  repeal  four 
different  Acts — "  The  Brands  and  Branding  Act, 
1880,"  "  The  Diseased  Cattle  Act,  1881,"  "  The 
Sheep  Act,  1890,"  and  "  The  Cattie  Act,  1890." 
It  had  been  found  that  these  various  Acts  were 
very  confusing,  and  people  throughout  the 
colony  who  had  taken  up  stockraising  did  not 
know  what  the  law  was.  It  was  therefore 
thought  best  to  have  one  Act  dealing  with 
stock  throughout  the  colony.  There  were  four 
or  five  new  provisions  in  the  Bill.    One  waa 
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that  the  Cattle  Boards  were  abolished.  It  had 
been  found  in  many  cases  that  the  work  tdone 
by  these  Boards  had  been  rather  against 
the  regulations  which  had  been  framed  under 
the  Cattle  Act,  and  it  was  now,  he  thought 
recognised  by  most  people  in  the  colony  that 
any  outbreak  of  disease  amongst  cattle  would 
be  better  coped  with  by  the  Stock  Department 
than  by  Cattle  Boards,  as  the  department 
had  better  machinery  and  a  better  chance  of 
coping  with  disease  if  it  should  break  out.  It 
was  therefore  proposed  to  abolish  the  Cattle 
Boards  and  have  the  whole  matter  regulated 
by  the  Stock  Department  under  this  law. 
Another  provision  in  the  Bill  was  that  power 
was  given  to  compensate  persons  whose  stock 
might  be  destroyed  in  order  to  stamp  out 
disease  that  had  broken  out  among  them.  He 
had  had  considerable  doubt  as  to  whether 
a  provision  should  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  with 
regard  to  this  matter.  However,  after  mature 
consideration  he  had  determined  to  introduce 
it,  and  leave  it  to  the  Stock  Committee  and  the 
House  to  determine  whether  the  provision 
should  be  retained.  At  any  rate,  he  thought 
the  Government  ought  to  have  some  power  in 
this  way,  because  if  disease  should  suddenly 
break  out  in  any  part  of  the  colony,  and  the 
department  found  it  necessary,  in  order  to  stop 
the  spread,  of  the  disease  at  once,  to  destroy 
cattle,  or,  sheep,  or  horses,  they  ought  to  be 
able  to  do  that,  and  it  would  be  only  fair 
to  the  owners  of  the  stock  that  they  should 
get  some  compensation.  At  any  rate,  that  was 
his  opinion,  and  it  was  the  law  in  the  Home- 
country.  When  the  authorities  there  thought 
it  necessary  to  stop  any  outbreak  of  disease, 
they  destroyed  the  stock,  and  the  owners  got 
compensation.  Of  course,  as  he  had  said,  he 
had  some  doubt  as  to  the  introduction  of  the 
provision,  but  he  thought  it  best  to  introduce 
it  and  let  the  House  say  whether  it  should 
be  retained  in  the  Bill  or  not.  Another  new 
provision  was  one  making  it  compulsory  to 
dip  crossbred  and  long-wool  sheep  every  year. 
Honourable  members  who  knew  anything  of 
stock  would  agree  that  it  was  necessary  to 
have  this  provision,  and  a  large  number  of 
associations  to  which  the  Bill  had  been  re- 
ferred had  recommended  that  this  should  be 
done.  Another  new  provision  was  with  regard 
to  the  driving  of  stock.  It  was  proposed 
under  th^  Bill  that  stock  should  be  driven 
only  in  the  daytime,  except  under  certain  con- 
ditions which  were  set  forth  in  the  Bill.  He 
thought  this  was  a  necessary  provision,  al- 
though he  had  no  doubt  some  honourable 
members  would  find  fault  with  it.  He  recol- 
lected perfectly  well  that  when  the  first  Sheep 
Bill  was  passed  this  provision  was  very  closely 
debated  in  the  House.  He  thought  that  a  great 
deal  of  sheep-stealing  was  carried  on  through 
people  being  allowed  to  drive  sheep  at  night- 
time through  paddocks,  when  in  the  dark  it 
was  impossible  to  see  whether  the  sheep  driven 
belonged  to  the  person  driving  them  or  not.  If 
they  could  frame  any  regulations  to  prevent 
sheep  from  being  driven  along  main  roads  with 
paddocks  on  either  side,  except  in  the  daytime, 
Mr.  J,  McKemie 


it  would  be  a  very  good  thing.  Another  new 
provision  was  with  regard  to  the  branding  of 
sheep.  The  present  law  made  it  compulsory 
to  brand  sheep  after  shearing.  He  thought 
that  was  necessary,  and  in  connection  with 
that  it  was  proposed  by  the  Bill  to  compel 
every  one  to  brand  any  straggling  sheep  oe 
might  shear.  Honourable  members  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  subject  knew  that  very 
often  straggling  sheep  were  shorn  with  the  flock 
that  was  being  shorn,  and  no  one  could  tell 
where  they  had  been  shorn.  All  that  was  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Bill  was  that  these  sheep 
should  have  a  separate  brand,  showing  where 
they  had  been  shorn.  That,  he  thought,  was 
a  necessary  provision.  Then,  there  was  another 
new  provision  proposed  with  regard  to  ear- 
marking. He  had  no  doubt  this  would  be  a 
subject  of  considerable  difference  of  opinioir 
among  honourable  gentlemen.  It  was  pro- 
posed in  this  Bill  to  use  a  punch  or  nippers 
for  ear-marking.  Nothing  was  so  likely  to  put 
a  stop  to  sheep-stealing  as  to  have  an  ear-mark 
of  that  sort.  Of  course  he  knew  that  there 
would  be  a  great  deal  of  opposition  to  the- 
provision,  but  in  regard  to  all  such  safeguards 
there  was  always  a  grbat  deal  of  opposition 
at  first.  He  thought  it  would  be  well  if  in  the 
colony  generaJly  the  only  ear -marks  allowed 
were  those  made  by  punches  or  nippers,  which 
would  prevent  the  cutting -away  of  the  ears- 
altogether,  which  often  made  it  very  difficult  to 
say  to  whom  the  sheep  belonged.  These  were  ^ 
the  principal  new  provisions  in  the  Bill.  The- 
Bill  itself  was  divided  into  some  six  parts.  The 
First  Part  related  to  general  administration, 
which  was  mainly  carried  on  under  the  present 
Act ;  then,  the  Second  Part  of  the  Bill  applied 
to  disease  of  every  description,  and  was  mostly 
taken  from  the  present  Act.  The  return  of 
stock  and  the  rates  to  be  charged  were  exactly 
what  they  had  in  the  law  at  the  present  time. 
Then,  the  Fourth  Part  of  the  Bill  provided  for 
mustering  and  driving  sheep,  the  Fifth  Part 
was  in  connection  with  brands  and  brandings 
and  the  Sixth  Part  dealt  with  the  legal  pro- 
ceedings in  regard  to  carrying  out  the  Act  itself. 
He  thought  it  was  only  right  he  should  say  that 
he  wished  this  Bill  to  go  before  the  Agricul^ 
tural  and  Stock  Committee.  The  members  of 
that  Committee  were  well  qualified  to  deal  with 
the  measure.  He  had  brought  down  the  Bill 
in  the  best  form  he  possibly  could  ;  but  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  was  willing  to 
accept  such  reasonable  amendments  as  the 
Stock  Committee,  and  the  House  afterwards, 
after  full  discussion,  might  think  necessary,  to 
make  the  Bill  a  more  perfect  one.  At  any  rate,. 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
colony  to  have  all  laws  connected  with  stock — 
disease,  branding,  et  cetera — put  into  one  Bill, 
so  that  any  person  might  tell  what  was  the  law 
with  regard  to  branding  of  stock,  prevention  of 
disease,  and  so  forth.  He  would  not  detain 
the  House  any  longer  at  the  present  stage. 
He  had  simply  made  these  short  explanations 
in  connection  with  the  Bill,  and  noVv  wished  to 
get  the  second  reading.  He  would  then  move 
that  it    be  referred  to  the  Stock  Committee, 
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and  he  was  anxious  that  it  should  go  there  as 
soon  as  possible,  so  that  the  Committee  might 
have  time  to  give  it  full  consideration  before  it 
came  back  again  to  the  House.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  there  would  be  no  delay  in  allowing 
the  second  resbding  so  that  it  might  go  at  once 
to  the  Stock  Committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  put  a  Bill  before  the  House  which 
admittedly  dealt  with  a  very  important  sub- 
ject; and  he,  for  one,  wished  to  express  his 
belief  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  done 
BO  with  the  very  best  of  objects — namely,  the 
simplification  and  improvement  of  the  law 
deaUng  with  the  handling  of  their  stock — and 
if  he  succeeded  in  doing  that,  he  would  ad- 
mittedly be  doing  a  great  service  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Government.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  told  them  that  the  measure 
was  mainly  a  consolidating  one,  and  that  he 
had  brought  it  down  in  the  best  form  he 
coald ;  and,  listening  to  his  very  brief  remarks, 
one  would  have  thought  that  what  he  told  the 
Honse  was  literally  true.  Any  one,  however, 
looking  through  the  Bill  carefully,  as  he  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  had  endeavoured  to  do,  must  see  at 
once  that  the  Bill  made  very  great  changes  in 
the  law,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  must 
know  that  these  changes  had  been  made  the 
subject  of  adverse  comment  by  people  interested 
in  stock  matters  throughout  the  colony.  Of 
oourse  all  this  must  admittedly  be  a  matter 
of  opinion ;  but  he  could  not  conceive  of  any 
gentleman  with  the  admittedly-long  experience 
of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  bringing  down 
such  a  Bill  as  this.  He  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  one  of  the  first  notices  in  the 
OeLzette  after  this  Act  came  into  operation 
wonld  necessarily  be  a  declaration  that  practi- 
cally the  whole  of  the  North  Island  was  in- 
fected country  under  the  provisions  for  dealing 
with  foot-rot  alone.  Why,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  went  into  many  of  the  sheep-yards 
in  the  North  Island  and  ran  the  sheep  through 
the  arsenic  -  troughs,  he  would  find  that  in 
nearly  all  cases  the  sheep  were  more  or  less 
touched  with  foot-rot.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man would  certainly  be  unable  to  pass  any 
Bill  like  this  through  the  House  this  session. 
He  should  be  very  glad  indeed  to  see  the 
possibility  of  making  provisions  of  an  effectual 
character  to  deal  with  this  serious  trouble, 
hat  these  provisions,  if  any,  must  be  o^  a 
different  character  from  those  provided  in  the 
Bill.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  question  was  a  most  im- 
portant one,  and  he  (Mr.  Buchanan)  would 
rather  see  scab  than  foot-rot  in  every  district ; 
bat  to  say  that  the  provisions  of  this  Bill 
could  be  put  in  force  was  an  outrage  on  their 
common-sense.  Then,  there  was  the  question 
of  driving  stock  only  in  the  daytime.  What 
attention  had  the  honourable  gentleman  given 
la  the  clauses  dealing  with  this  subject  ?  In 
tufeliig  stock  to  market,  for  instance,  where 
the  sheep  were  in  a  paddock  overnight  near  the 
tracking -yards,  how  were  they  to  truck  these 
sheep  long  before  daylight,  as  wgis  frequently 
xeqnued,  unless  they  were  driven  at  night? 


How  were  sheep  to  be  travelled  without  great 
loss  to  stockowners  in  the  summer-time,  if  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  were  given  effect  to? 
This  matter  was  brought  before  the  House 
previously  in  the  Stock  Bill  incroduced  by  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  did  not  intro- 
duce it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  in  a  Bill 
brought  before  the  House,  but  he  was,  per- 
haps, wrong  in  attributing  it  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman;  but  he  felt  satisfied  stock- 
owners  would  only  on  the  strongest  compulsion 
consent  to  any  such  clause  as  that.  Then, 
the  honourable  gentlemem  referred  to '  com- 
pulsory wool-branding.  Did  the  honourable 
gentleman  call  that  a  practical  measure?  He 
knew  very  well  that,  in  the  North  Island,  so 
strong  was  the  opinion  against  wool-branding 
sheep  at  all  that  petitions  were  carried  around 
the  country  at  very  great  trouble  and  expense 
in  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  doing  this; 
and  yet  they  found  the  proposal  embodied  in 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  Had  the  honour- 
able gentleman  given  them  reasons  of  a  suf- 
ficiently strong  character  to  neutralise  the 
very  strong  objection  of  stockowners  to  this 
provision?  And,  in  the  case  of  long-woolled 
sheep,  any  one  knew  that  it  was  impossible  to 
wool-brand  them  so  as  to  have  the  brand  of  any 
value  whatever.  Take  sheep  of  the  Lincoln 
breed,  for  instance,-  and  see  what  the  result  of 
wool-branding  was  at  any  time.  Machine-shear- 
ing was  now  getting  to  be  quite  an  ordinary 
thing,  and  he  would  like  to  know  what  the 
effect  of  wool-branding'  on  these  sheep  imme- 
diately after  shearing  would  be. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  they  always 
branded  them  down  South  at  shearing-time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  such  a  thing  was  not 
ordinarily  done  at  all  in  the  North,  especially 
in  the  case  of  long-woolled  sheep.  It  would 
also  involve  extra  work  at  a  tifne  when  every- 
thing in  the  shape  of  additioneJ  work  had  to 
be  avoided  as  much  as  possible.  Then,  as  to 
the  compulsory  dipping  of  long-woolled  sheep 
within  the  given  time,  he  must  strongly  urge 
that  on  many  grounds  this  provision  ought 
not  to  be  included  in  this  or  any  other  Bill. 
Why  did  not  the  honourable  gentleman  rest 
upon  fjie  simple  and  practical  basis  of  pro- 
viding that  stockowners  should  be  compelled 
under  heavy  penalties  to  keep  their  sheep  free 
from  vermin,  such  as  ticks,  lice,  or  anything 
else,  leaving  the  stookowner  perfect  freedom 
as  to  the  ways  and  means  of  doing  so  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  given  the  House 
any  reason,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  under- 
stand, for  this  provision.  Then,  another  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  defined  a  highway  as  a  road 
which  had  been  ordinarily  used  by  the  publio 
for  three  years  at  least.  What  was  the  reason 
for  such  a  definition  as  that  ?  Take  the  Forty- 
mile  Bush,  or  any  newly-settled  district :  Why 
should  not  a  newly-surveyed  road  there  come 
within  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  immediately 
on  its  becoming  a  legal  road  ?  Then,  as  to  the 
enormous  power  taken  in  this  Bill  to  msJce 
Orders  in  Council :   He  found  that,  without 
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regard  to  whether  or  not  an  Order  in  Oounoil 
hi^  complied  with  the  spirit  of  the  Act,  it 
gave  the  Minister  power  to  inflict  penalties 
up  to  £500  for  any  offences  under  it.  That 
seemed  a  most  extraordinaiy  power.  Another 
extraordinary  power  was  l&at  an  Inspector 
should  direct  such  treatment  of  disease  as  in 
his  opinion  might  be  necessary.  He  objected 
entirely  to  such  a  provision  as  that  for  the 
treatment  of  foot-rot  or  any  other  disease 
from  which  stock  might  be  suffering.  The 
Inspector's  -duty  should  be  to  insist  not  on  a 
method,  but  on  a  cure.  He  asked  the  Minister 
to  consider  how  arbitrarily  this  power  would 
be  used  in  some  cases  by  some  of  the  In- 
spectors. Why  should  not  the  Minister,  as 
he  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had  already  said,  trust 
to  stringent  provisions  of  the  Act  imposing 
a  heavy  penalty  if  the  stockowner  himself 
failed  to  deal  with  the  disease?  As  to  the 
provision  in  clause  23  of  the  Bill,  he  was 
glad  to  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  this  clause 
oould  be  made  a  very  useful  and  valuable  one. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)  had  more  than  once  brought 
before  the  House  the  question  of  insuring  a 
proper  inspection  of  dairies  supplying  milk  to 
a  large  population.  He  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had 
all  along  urged  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government,  and  not  the  municipal  authorities, 
to  undertake  this  matter,  and  he  was  glad  to 
see  provision  made  for  it  in  this  Bill.  He 
had  not  had  time  to  see  whether  it  covered 
the  whole  ground,  but  he  thought  it  could  be 
made  a  very  useful  part  of  the  measure.  In 
the  schedule  of  diseases  were  included  in- 
fluenza, mange,  rabies,  and  sheep -pox.  The 
Inspector  was  obliged  to  declare  all  places 
where  disease  might  be  found  to  be  infected 
places.  Supposing,  then,  an  unfortunate  dog 
belonging  to  a  stockowner  to  be  affected  with 
rabies,  and  the  owner  shot  the  dog,  his  place 
would  be  immediately  declared  an  infected 
place,  with  all  the  heavy  penalties  attaching 
to  such  declaration.  Babies  was  evidently  a 
widely-spread  disease;  and  he  would  ask,  was 
that  provision  a  proof  of  the  careful  super- 
vision on  the  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
of  this  Bill  ?  Then,  they  had  what  seemed  to 
him  a  totally  new  provision.  Clause  28  pro- 
vided that  any  occupier  might  detain  travel- 
ling stock,  and  examine  them  to  see  if  they 
had  disease.  As  far  as  he  knew,  such  a  pro- 
vision as  that  had  never  before  been  passed 
into  law.  Clause  37  provided  a  heavy  penalty 
of  £50  for  having  any  carcase  within  half  a 
mile  of  a  highway;  and  clause  40  provided  a 
penalty  of  £200  if  any  stockowner  inoculated 
any  stock.  Just  fancy  such  a  clause  as  that 
attempted  to  be  put  in  force  in  Australia, 
where  inoculation  was  an  every-day  remedy 
for  pleuro  -  pneumonia.  Surely  there  was  no 
necessity  for  such  a  host  of  penalties  as  this 
Bill  contained.  Clause  44,  for  instance,  pro- 
vided a  penaltv  of  from  £2  to  £50  for  travelling 
sheep  which  nad  lice  or  foot -rot.  He  was 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  have  been  thinking  of.  * 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  if  the  honour- 
Mr.  Buchanan 


able  gentleman  had  a  pastoral  run  from  the 
Crown,  with  the  right  of  other  persons  to  go 
through  it,  he  would  not  care  for  persons  who 
were  driving  sheep  through  the  run  to  bring 
lice  to  his  sheep. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  duty  of  the  In- 
spector was  to  find  out  the  existence  of  the 
disease  or  lice,  and  punish  the  owner  for  any 
damage  arising  therefrom.  He  was  not  aware 
that  any  damage  had  occurred  to  stockowners 
throughout  the  colony  which  could  not  be  dealt 
with  as  he  had  indicated.  He  was  quite  aware 
that  some  stockowners  required  compulsion 
to  make  them  do  their  duty,  but  he  was  not 
aware  that  any  such  damage  had  occurred  as 
to  justify  a  provision  such  as  that  contained 
in  this  Bill.  Clause  47  provided  that  if  the 
Inspector  was  satisfied  that  any  sheep  had 
foot-rot  he  might  give  the  owner  notice,  and  so 
forth.  He  did  hope  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, when  the  Bill  went  before  the  Stock  Com- 
mittee, would  consent  at  once  to  have  these 
ridiculous  clauses  expunged.  There  were  vari- 
ous other  points  in  the  Bill  which  the  Stock 
Committee  would  no  doubt  deal  with,  and 
therefore  he  would  not  detain  the  House  any 
further  with  regard  to  them.  There  were,  for 
instance,  some  provisions  of  a  very  drastic  cha-' 
racter  dealing  with  the  branding  and  ear-mark- 
ing of  sheep.  For  instance,  clause  72  said  that 
ear-marking  should  only  be  made  with  a  punch 
or  nippers.  Then,  subsection  (b)  provided  out- 
rageous penalties  of  from  Is.  to  10s.  for  every 
sheep.  And  yet  the  honourable  gentleman  told 
she  House  that  this  Bill  had  received  his  ut- 
most care  and  attention.  In  subsection  (3)  of 
the  same  clause  there  was  a  penalty  up  to  £50 
in  respect  of  each  sheep  unlawfully  branded : 
that  was,  that  if  any  unfortunate  settler  had 
the  temerity  to  ignore  the  patent  Oovernment 
punch  or  nippers  and  use  his  knife  to  ear-mark 
his  sheep  he  was  liable  to  this  extraordinary 
penalty,  or,  at  the  discretion  of  the  convicting 
Magistrate,  to  imprisonment  with  hard  labour 
for  any  period  not  exceeding  two  years.  He 
would  now  leave  this  extraordinary  measure  to 
other  members  to  deal  with.  He  was  soziy 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  had  declared  that  it 
had  received  his  best  attention,  for,  in  saying 
that,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  made  a 
draft  upon  the  credulity  of  the  House  whioh 
they  could  not  think  of  honouring. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  this  Bill  was  certainly  a 
wonderful  measure.  The  honourable  member 
in  charce  had  informed  the  House  that  he  had 
received  suggestions  from  agricultural  and  pas- 
toral associations  and  others,  and  had  inserted 
them  in  the  Bill ;  and  the  Bill  bore  strong  evi- 
dence of  that  statement.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  every  suggestion  that  had  oeen  received 
had  been  pitchforked  into  the  Bill,  and  the  re- 
sult was  that  they  had  a  thoroughly  patchwork 
measure.  The  various  clauses  did  not  agree 
one  with  another ;  and,  seeing  that  the  honour^ 
able  member  in  charge  prided  himself  upon  his 
practical  experience,  he  oould  only  o«me  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
never  read  the  measure :  at  least  if  he  had  done 
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so  he  had  given  it  vezy  little  consideration. 
The  honourable  gentleman  proposed  to  send 
the  Bill  to  the  Stock  Committee.  It  was  very 
necessary  that  it  should  go  to  the  Stock  Com- 
mittee, and  that  Committee  would  have  a  very 
heavy  task  before  them  to  make  the  Bill  work- 
able and  acceptable  to  the  public.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
referred  to  a  great  many  clauses  which  were 
objectionable,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  go  over 
them,  but  he  thought  the  Bill  might  fairly  be 
designated  "  An  Act  to  worry  Sheepowners,  and 
legalise  Sheep-stealing."  The  wording  of  the 
various  clauses  was  most  extraordinary.  Clause 
22  provided  that  a  person  might  introduce  the 
virus  of  any  disease  with  the  permission  of 
the  Minister.  It  said,  "  Every  person  who  wil- 
fally,  without  the  written  permission  of  the 
Minister,  introduces  or  causes  to  be  introduced 
into  the  colony  the  virus  of  any  disease,"  et 
cUeray  was  subject  to  imprisonment  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  two  years.  No  doubt  what  was 
intended  to  be  understood  by  that  was  that, 
except  for  legitimate  purposes,  such  as  lymph 
ibr  vaccination,  no  virus  of  any  disease  ^ould 
be  introduced ;  but  the  intention  was  very  in- 
adequately set  forth  in  the  clause.  Clause 
25  provided  a  penalty  of  £50  upon  any  person 
who  did  not  give  notice  to  an  Inspector  that 
he  merely  suspected  that  one  of  his  sheep 
had  foot-rot.  He  was  not  to  be  cognisant  of 
the  fact,  but  if  he  merely  suspected  that  a 
single  sheep  had  the  foot-rot,  and  if  he  failed 
within  twenty-four  hours  to  give  notice  to  the 
Inspector,  he  was  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £50. 
Clause  37  imposed  another  penalty  of  £50  for 
leaving  the  carcase  of  a  dead  sheep  within  half 
a  mile  of  a  highway.  It  did  not  even  specify 
whether  the  sheep  might  be  fresh  or  putrid. 
It  might  be  that  an  owner  might  kill  a  sheep 
and  huang  it  up  on  a  tree. 

llr.  J.  McKENZIE.— A  diseased  carcase. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  it  did  not  say  anything 
about  "  a  diseased  carcase  "  in  that  clause.  If 
the  fresh  body  of  a  sheep  were  huilg  up  to  a 
tree  or  in  a  shed  within  half  a  mile  of  any 
road,  the  owner  was  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
£50.  Clause  42  referred  to  dipping,  which  was 
limited  to  the  months  of  February,  March,  and 
April.  There  was  no  earthly  reason  why  the 
period  of  dipping  should  be  limited  to  those 
three  months.  He  might  point  out  to  the 
Minister  that  a  great  many  stookmasters 
dipped  their  sheep  at  shearing -time,  or  soon 
after.  The  BiU  declared  that  the  sheep  must 
be  dipped  during  a  certain  period.  Of  course 
it  would  be  necessary  to  enlarge  the  period — 
say,  from  the  1st  November  to  the  end  of  March. 
Clause  44  referred  to  a  "contagious  foot-rot,'* 
which  it,  however,  did  not  define.  Another 
clause  provided  heavy  penalties  for  sheep 
being  driven  which  had  foot-rot,  without  speci- 
fying whether  it  was  contagious  or  otherwise. 
The  whole  Bill  had  been  badly  put  together, 
and  unless  it  was  very  materially  modified  and 
improved  by  the  Stock  Committee  there  was 
not  the  sli^test  chance  of  its  passing  through 
the  House.  Clause  59  provided  for  branding 
and  appropriatiDg  other  people's  sheep  after 


shearing.  The  Bill  distinctly  provided  that 
the  owner  was  to  put  his  own  brand  on  sheep 
which  did  not  belong  to  him. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  quite  a  com- 
mon thing  to  shear  sheep  and  leave  them  un- 
branded. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  Yes  ;  but  practically  the 
provision  of  the  measure  in  this  respect  was  an 
instruction  to  the  person  shearing  the  sheep  ' 
to  appropriate  them.  Then,  there  were  the 
requirements  that  the  sheep  should  be  fire- 
branded.  The  fire-branding  of  sheep  had  been 
tried  in  various  colonies,  and  had  been  found 
to  be  highly  objectionable.  He  would  read 
what  a  sheep-farmer  hsbd  written  to  him  on 
this  Bill.  This  gentleman  was  a  practi^ 
sheep-farmer,  and  had  dealt  all  his  life  in 
sheep.     He  said, — 

"  Sw3mcombe,  19th  August,  1893. 

•*  Dear  Mb.  WRianr, — I  notice  the  proposed 
new  Stock  Act  has  a  very  unworkable  and  un- 
necessary clause,  viz.,  compulsory  fire-branding 
sheep.  The  ordinary  brands  (wool- marking) 
are  quite  sufficient  for  purposes  of  identifica- 
tion and  registration,  and,  if  any  private  mark 
is  desired,  tattoo  under  the  tail  or  shoulder  can 
be  adopted.  There  is  a  bulk  too  much  legis- 
lating in  this  country.  Such  matters  might 
regulate  themselves.  Fire-branding  was  tried 
in  Tasmania  in  the  old  days  to  check  sheep- 
stealing,  but  utterly  failed,  and  so  it  will  here. 
I  always  viewed  it  as  a  cruel  and  unnecessary 
barbarity.  The  best  check  to  stealing  would  be 
compulsory  travelling-pass,  given  by  vendor 
or  Inspector  or  a  Magistrate,  to  be  produced 
if  asked  for.  At  present  there  is  no  authority 
to  stop  a  travelling  mob  or  inspect  them,  or  find 
where  they  came  from  or  are  going  to.  To 
check  stealing,  make  it  difficult  to  move  sheep 
about.— Yours  faithfully, 

"  Thomas  DowLiNa. 

"  E.  G.  Wright,  Esq.,  M.H.R. 

*'  N.B. — It  would  be  impossible  to  give  a  dis- 
tinctive fire-brand  to  every  owner,  as  it  is  with 
ear-mark,  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  a  legal 
mark." 

He  did  not  want  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  further  in  dealing  with  this  matter.  The 
BiU  was  going  to  the  Stock  Committee,  and  he 
hoped  that  when  it  returned  from  that  Com- 
mittee it  would  be  in  a  very  different  shape 
from  that  which  it  had  now. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  his  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Wairarapa  spoke  of 
this  Bill  just  now  as  one  which  was  won- 
derfully made.  He  was  surprised  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  say  that  it  was 
fearfully  and  wonderfully  made.  The  Bill 
bristled  with  penalties,  almost  from  the  inter- 
pretation clause  to  the  last  clause  of  the  Bill. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  very  fearfully  made 
Bill  in  other  respects,  which  he  would  deal  with 
as  he  went  on.  Much  as  he  respected  the 
knowledge  and  experience  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa,  he  did  not  think  he 
was  quite  up  to  his  usual  mark  that  night 
when  he  spoke  disparagingly  of  the  disease 
of  foot-rot.  The  honourable  gentleman  said, 
as  he  understood,  that  he  would  sooner  hftte 
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scab  in  his  part  of  the  countrj  than  foot-rot. 
Now,  he  ventured  to  say  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  quite  wrong,  and  he  thought 
the  honourable  member  would  agree  with  him 
when  he  explained  why  he  was  wrong.  Scab 
was  a  disease  peculiar  or  almost  peculiar  to 
poor  country,  and  if  a  person  had  scab  in  his 
sheep  it  was  only  because  they  were  on  a  profit- 
less tract  of  country.  Some  years  ago  it  was 
his  business  to  speak  to  a  commission  agent 
about  a  piece  of  land  for  the  purchase  of  which 
he  was  negotiating.  It  was  after  foot-rot  had 
made  its  appearance  in  Hawke's  Bay;  and, 
amongst  other  things,  he  asked  the  agent  if 
foot-rot  existed  among  the  sheep  on  the  pro- 
perty in  question.  The  agent  replied,  "  Good 
gracious  me!  I  hope  so.  It  is  precious  poor 
country  if  it  does  not  grow  foot-rot.**  So  he 
said  it  was  a  very  good  recommendation  when 
one  found  that  there  was  foot-rot  in  the  coun- 
try— it  was  an  indication  that  the  ground  was 
rich ;  and  the  Minister,  if  he  thought  he  could, 
by  drastic  legislation,  convert  such  country  into 
poor  country,  and  so  extirpate  foot-rot,  was 
greatly  mistaken.  They  had  much  experience 
of  foot-rot  even  at  the  present  day  in  Hawke's 
Bay,  and  in  the  old  provincial  times  they  had 
ordinances  forbidding  people  to  have  foot-rot 
in  their  sheep.  They  had  also  the  compulsory 
dressing  of  foot-rot.  No  sheep  were  allowed 
to  travel  in  the  district  unless  the  Inspector  first 
came  round  and  certified  that  thoy  were  free 
from  foot-rot.  But  all  these  restrictions  had 
no  effect :  foot-rot  travelled  from  one  part  of 
the  ooimtry  to  the  other — in  fact,  there  was 
scarcely  any  place  where  there  was  no  foot-rot. 
And  although  he  was  speaking  now  of  the 
state  of  affairs  twenty  years  ago,  and  although 
these  preventive  measures  against  foot-rot  had 
been  in  operation,  there  was  almost  as  much 
foot-rot  now  as  there  was  twenty  years  ago — 
excepting,  of  oourRe,  that  the  flocks  now,  being 
crossbred,  suffered  less  than  the  merino  of 
twenty  years  ago;  and,  legislate  how  they 
would,  twenty  years  hence  there  would  be  foot- 
rot  still.  It  was  absolutely  impossible  to  extir- 
pate it ;  therefore  the  fact  should  be  recognised 
at  once,  seeing  that  the  practiceJ  fofmer  would 
be  sure  to  do  his  best  to  keep  it  in  check, 
and  for  all  practical  purposes  he  did  keep  it 
in  check.  To  imagine  that  by  any  possible 
means  they  could  extirpate  it  was  tantamount 
to  saying  that  in  the  present  state  of  medical 
knowledge  thoy  could  prevent  the  measles  from 
spreading.  During  this  year  the  measles  had 
spread  from  one  end  of  New  Zealand  to  the 
other,  although  people  had  done  their  very 
best  to  prevent  it.  So  would  it  be  with  foot- 
rot.  He  did  not  intend  to  go  into  the  Bill 
clause  by  clause,  because  it  would  go  before  the 
Stock  Committee,  and  as  there  were  a  number 
of  practical  men  on  that  Committee  it  would 
go  through  such  an  examination  there  that  it 
might  be  expected  to  come  back  to  the  House 
in  such  a  shape  as  to  be  workable.  But  at 
the  same  time  there  were  two  or  three  points 
to  which  he  wished  to  allude.  One  was  sur- 
prised on  looking  throuffh  the  Bill  to  find  the 
enormous  powers  which  it  was  proposed  to 
Captain  BzuseU 


confer  on  the  (Governor  in  Council,  which,  of 
course,  was  the  Minister  of  the  day.  The 
Minister,  when  introducing  the  Bill  just  now, 
told  them  it  was  a  consolidating  Bill ;  but  it 
was  a  consolidating  Bill  in  the  sense  that  it 
repealed  all  other  Bills.  It  was  a  consolida- 
tion of  the  whole  power  of  Parliament  in  the 
hands  of  the  Minister  himself.  There  was  a 
line  in  the  interpretation  clause  which  was 
so  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  that  one 
might  do  away  with  every  other  part  of  the 
Bill  and  still  have  a  very  complete  Bill  indeed. 
They  would  find  these  words  in  the  interpre- 
tation clause:  **Thi8  Act  includes  regulations 
made  hereunder."  What  did  that  mean  ?  It 
meant  simply  this :  that  the  Minister,  or  the 
(Governor  in  Council,  or  whoever  was  adminis- 
tering the  Act,  could  make  anv  regulations 
he  thought  fit,  and  these  regulations,  upon 
being  gazetted,  would  have  the  force  of  law. 
In  other  words,  these  few  words  rendered  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  Bill  absolutely  unneces- 
sary, for  the  Minister  virtually  became  the  Act 
himself,  and  he  believed  he  possibly  might  be  a 
very  good  Act  too.  Then  he  came  to  the  provi- 
sion with  regard  to  quarantine.  Now,  what  they 
must  all  dread  in  the  colony  was  the  importa- 
tion of  disease  ;  and  where  would  that  disease 
come  from?  If  it  came  from  anywhere,  the 
odds  were  that  it  would  come  from  England, 
or,  at  any  rate,  from  across  the  seas  from 
some  district  which  was  declared  an  infected 
district;  and  yet  this  Bill  proposed  to  esta- 
blish a  quarantine-station  wherever  the  Minis- 
ter chose.  Now,  when  the  Bill  was  sent  to  the 
Agricultural  Society  of  Hawke's  Bay  they  held 
meetings,  at  which  they  gave  very  careful  and 
protracted  consideration  to  the  measure,  and 
one  of  the  recommendations  they  made  was 
that  there  should  be  only  one  quarantining 
place  for  the  whole  of  New  Zealand,  and  that 
quarantine-station  he  believed  it  was  recom- 
mended should  be  Somes  Island,  in  Wellington 
Harbour.  He  was  not  sure  that  they  recom- 
mended that  place,  but  he  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  they  did.  He  might  be  told  that 
by  having  only  one  quarantine-ground  in  New 
Zealand  they  would  place  considerable  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  importers  of  stock;  but 
this  was  not  the  case,  for,  if  they  had  a  place 
like  Somes  Island  in  the  midst  of  a  harbour  so 
centrally  situated  as  Wellington,  it  was  per- 
fectly easy  to  ship  stock  away  again  to  any 
other  part  of  the  colony  if  they  were  to  be 
transported  by  steamer.  It  was  so  important 
that  they  should  not  have  disease  introduced 
from  across  the  seas  that  to  have  one  quaran- 
tine-station, which  would  be  directly  under  the 
eye  of  the  person  administering  the  department, 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  provision  which  was 
essential,  if  they  were  anxious  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease  in  the  colony.  Then,  the 
driving  of  sheep  had  been  alluded  to  by  various 
speakers.  He  lived  in  a  district  where  the 
sheep  were  almost  entirely  long -wool,  and 
knowing,  as  he  did,  himself,  the  practical 
working  of  these  sheep,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  to  restrict  the  driving  of  these 
long-woolled  sheep  to  hours  daring  which  the 
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son  was  Bhining  brightly  and  the  temperature 
was  such  as  the  people  of  the  soothem  por- 
tion of  the  colony  could  not  understand,  was 
practically  to  debar  residents  in  his  part  of 
the  country  from  driving  sheep  at  all.  The 
sheep  on  most  of  their  runs  were  mustered — 
and  the  same  would  apply  to)  the  driving  of 
sheep  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  Provincial  District — 
in  such  a  manner  as  this:  The  men  quitted 
their  beds  at  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing and  got  the  whole  of  the  mustering  done  by 
eight  o'clock.  After  eight  o'clock  in  the  sum- 
mer months  the  only  thing  for  the  men  to  do 
was  to  lie  down  and  keep  easy  until  the  sun 
got  down ;  and  yet  this  Bill  proposed  to  prevent 
people  from  doing  this  work  at  those  hours 
when  the  men  would  be  best  able  to  do  it. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  it  could  be  done 
any  time  during  daylight. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL  said  it  was  not  so.  He 
hoped  that  he  was  wrong,  but,  at  any  rate, 
his  impression  after  reading  the  Bill  was  that 
they  were  restricted  to  certain  hours.  How- 
ever, they  were  not  allowed  to  drive  sheep 
during  the  night,  and  yet  they  might  have  a 
yery  good  opportunity  of  driving  on  a  moon- 
light night.  As  to  sheep-stealing,  he  knew  that 
practice  was  not  conmion  in  his  district,  and 
he  might  also  say  that  the  owners  by  com- 
bining together  could  adopt  such  means  that  if 
the  crime  existed  it  could  be  discovered  and 
bioaght  to  light.  He  had  already  alluded  to 
the  provisions  as  to  dressing  for  foot-rot,  and 
in  fact  this  portion  of  the  Bill  had  been  re- 
ferred to  by  so  many  speakers  that  he  would 
say  nothing  more  about  it.  With  regard  to 
wool-branding,  there  was  the  strongest  feeling 
against  this  in  Hawke's  Bay,  so  strong  that 
in  view  of  the  damage  entailed  on  the  whole 
district  they  got  up  a  petition  to  the  Go- 
vernor asking  that  they  should  be  exempted 
from  the  branding  of  sheep  :  and  he  thought,  if 
the  Minister  would  consider  the  position  in 
which  the  brand  was  placed  on  the  long-woolled 
sheep  when  they  were  shorn,  and  would  look  at 
them  affain  after  they  had  been  a  few  months 
shorn,  he  would  find  the  position  of  the  part 
branded  had  been  exactly  reversed, — that  the 
wool  .hung  down  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
brand  which  was  put  on  after  shearing  was 
perfectly  illegible,  for  the  wool  hung  down 
several  inches  in  length,  so  that  the  brand 
ceased  to  be  a  brand  at  all:  at  any  rate,  it 
was  impossible  to  distinguish  what  it  was. 
Then,  again,  there  was  a  strong  objection  to 
making  the  age-mark  on  sheep  by  the  fire- 
brand. The  view  of  the  Agricultural  Society 
of  Hawke's  Bay  was  that  one  side  on  one  ear 
should  be  particularly  reserved  for  this  pur- 
pose ;  that  with  the  three  sides  of  the  two  ears 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  should  be  at  liberty 
to  play  what  tricks  he  pleased,  as  they  would 
afford  ample  room  for  putting  on  brands  of 
various  kinds,  but  that  the  one  side  of  one  ear 
should  be  restricted  to  the  putting-on  of  the  age- 
mark,  which  should  be  univer»ed  throughout 
tiie  colony,  so  that  any  one  looking  over  a  rail 
dioold  see  at  a  glance  on  a  sheep  an  age-mark 
sfanilar  to  that  which  was  on  every  sheep  of 


like  age  in  every  yard  throughout  the  colony. 
As  he  had  already  pointed  out,  the  Bill  said^ 
"  This  Act  includes  all  regulations  made  here- 
under." There  might  be  some  very  wonder- 
ful regulations  "  made  hereunder."  Judging 
by  the  Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  they  might  make 
regulations  compelling  sheep  to  eat  Yorkshire- 
fog  or  goose-grass.  That  would  be  a  very 
serious  restriction  on  the  liberty  of  the  sheep. 
The  72nd  clause  of  the  Bill  was  one  that  he 
felt  sure  that  no  Committee  would  pass.  It 
virtually  enabled  the  department  to  make  all 
regulations  about  branding,  and  whether  or 
not  they  might  be  right  he  would  not  argue 
at  that  moment.  His  own  impression  was 
that  it  would  not  be  -right.  As  to  using  only 
punches  or  nippers,  people,  of  course,  might 
get  accustomed  to  them,  but  it  required  to  be 
done  only  after  careful  deliberation,  and  not 
merely  by  order  of  the  Governor  in  CouncU, 
which  would  virtually  be  placing  themselves 
imder  the  control  of  the  Minister  of  the  day. 
With  resard  to  the  question  of  diseases,  which 
were  to  he  defined  by  the  Grovemor,  the  clause 
was  too  wide,  and  he  could  not  see  any  reason 
for  giving  touch  powers.  As  the  Bill,  however^ 
was  going  to  the  Stock  Committee,  and  then 
had  to  come  back,  he  would  say  no  more  than 
this :  that  when  it  did  come  back  he  would 
be  prepared  to  assist  the  Government  in 
getting  the  Bill  made  as  good  a  one  as  pos- 
sible. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said,  as  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent  a  very  important  constituency, 
which  embodied  a  large  number  of  agricul- 
turists and  stock-raisers,  he  hsbd  procured  a 
copy  of  the  Bill  as  soon  as  he  could,  and  had 
forwarded  it  to  those  of  his  constituents  who 
understood  such  matters.  He  had  asked  the 
Taranaki  Agricultural  Society  to  go  through 
the  .Bill  clause  by  clause,  and  to  send  him  any 
suggestions  they  had  to  make.  The  following 
was  their  communication  in  return : — 

**  New  Plymouth,  14th  August,  1893. 

**SiB, — I  have  the  honour,  by  direction,  to 
forward  for  your  information  copy,  as  under- 
noted,  of  a  resolution  passed  at  a  committee- 
meeting  of  the  Taranaki  Agricultural  Society 
held  on  the  12th  instant,  namely, — 

«•  <  That  the  secretary  write  Mr.  Smith,  ac- 
knowledging receipt  of  new  Stock  Bill,  with 
thanks,  and  state  that  this  Committee  find  the 
new  Stock  Bill,  as  introduced  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McKenzie,  is  similar  to  the  Bill  as  issued  in 
1892.  The  only  difference  between  the  two  is 
that  in  the  new  Bill  the  tax  on  cattle  is 
omitted,  but  that  the  principle  of  very  heavy 
penalties  in  many  cases  for  very  slight  offences 
has  not  been  changed ;  and  that  this  Commit- 
tee therefore  ask  Mr.  Smith  to  refer  to  our  re- 
port of  May  last,  and  request  him  to  endeavour 
to  get  the  Bill  withdrawn.'— I  have,  &c., 

•*  C.  T.  Mills,  Secretary." 

(*  COFT  of  Beport  of  Taranaki  Agricultural  So- 
ciety on  the  Stock  Bill  of  1892,  dated  May^ 
1893. 
"The  first  thing  in  the    Bill  that  strikes 

attention  is,  that  the  penalties  inflicted  upon 
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owners  of  stock  are  most  extreme.  The  penal- 
ties range  up  to  as  high  fines  as  £500,  in 
addition  to  imprisonment  with  or  without 
hard  labour  for  a  period  of  two  years.  By  an 
Order  in  Council  new  provisions  may  be  intro- 
duced in  addition  to  those  in  the  Bill,  and  for 
these  at  present  unknown  crimes  very  heavy 
penalties  may  be  inflicted. 

"  Clauses  5  and  6,  which  relate  to  these  Orders 
in  Council,  prescribe  that '  for  each  and  every 
offence '  the  offending  person  may  be  fined  up 
to  £500.  Surely  this  gives  to  irresponsible  and, 
probably,  ignorant  men — that  is,  ignorant  of 
the  wants  and  cares  of  the  agricultural  com- 
munity— a  frightful  amount  of  power  for  mis- 
chief. 

"  It  is  not  needful  to  enumerate  all  the  penal- 
ties named  in  the  Act.  They  are  all  pitched 
in  the  same  high  key,  and  would,  if  exacted, 
mean  ruin  to  the  victims.  Almost  every  clause 
of  the  Bill  is  a  heavy  penal  clause.  Now,  it 
has  been,  for  more  than  two  generations  past, 
recognised  that  penalties  that  shcck  the  general 
feeling  of  the  community  are  not  carried  out, 
and  it  will  probably  be  so  in  this  case.  Men 
will  not  be  parties  to  the  ruin  of  their  neigh- 
hours  on  account  of  an  inadvertence  or  a  mis- 
take, or  even  of  a  negligence. 

"  Clause  22  is  peculiarly  harsh  and  unjust. 
It  refers  to  stock,  &c.,  illegally  introduced  into 
the  colony,  and  provides  that  such  stock  may, 
at  any  time  within  three  years  after  its  intro- 
duction, be  seized,  and  that  the  person  so  im- 
porting may  be  punished  as  if  he  had  com- 
mitted a  breach  of  the  Customs  Act.  Not  only 
is  the  original  importer  to  be  punished,  but  the 
owner  also  at  the  time  of  the  seizure. 

*'  No  compensation  <  shall  be  paid  to  the 
owner  of  any  stock  which  may  be  destroyed 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section.'  This 
clause  ought  to  be  eliminated. 

"  Clause  25:  *  When  the  Minister  is  satisfied 
that  stock  is  or  has  been,  within  the  preceding 
ninety  days,  diseased,  he  may  order  the  owner 
to  destroy  the  stock.'  There  is  no  compensa- 
tion. Surely  there  ought  to  be  compensation 
where  there  is  no  fault  on  the  owner's  part, 
and  the  slaughter  is  for  the  good  of  the  general 
public.  Then,  again,  why  is  the  Minister  thus 
specially  brought  in?  This  is  a  matter  for 
Inspectors  and  Cattle  Boards. 

*^  Clause  27  is  very  remarkable.  Every  owner 
that  has  diseased  stock  must  give  notice  to 
the  Inspector  within  twenty-four  hours.  This 
might  be  difficult  sometimes,  or  might  be  in- 
nocently overlooked,  or  might  even  be  impos- 
sible. But  the  penalty,  all  the  same,  is  sure— 
not  less  than  £5  and  not  more  than  £50  for 
every  day  of  neglect.  This,  however,  is  compara- 
tively light.  If  the  owner  has  suspected  such 
stock  to  be  diseased  (and  that  suspicion  can 
only  be  got  at  by  his  own  evidence)  he  is  liable. 
Surely  it  is  a  perversion  of  justice  thus  to  try 
to  penetrate  into  a  man's  mind.  The  law  has 
no  right  to  go  beyond  established  and  pi^pable 
facts. 

**  Part  III.  relates  to  rates  levied  upon  sheep 
and  cattle.  At  present  sheep  only  are  rated, 
and  this  rating  has  been  a  ooatinaoufl  source 
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of  annoyance  and  protest  on  the  part  of 
owners.  The  proposed  rate  on  cattle  will  not 
be  less  burdensome  or  unsatisfactory.  If  there 
is  to  be  a  rate  there  should  be  no  exemptions. 

*'  Clause  54  will  be  found  to  be  unworkable. 
The  cost  of  branding  all  sheep  or  cattle  going 
more  than  one  mile  from  the  owner's  land 
would  be  considerable  ;  but  it  has  further  to  be 
considered  that  at  the  market  or  sale  to  whioh. 
they  are  sent  they  are  likely  to  change  hands 
and  would  fequire  to  be  rebranded.  In  the 
course  of  a  week  the  poll  of  the  sheep  and  the 
rump  of  the  cow  would  be  an  undistinguishable 
mass  of  tar-brands. 

"  Clause  83  makes  penalties  recoverable  be- 
fore a  Resident  Magistrate  or  two  Justices  in  a 
summary  way.  In  ordinary  cases  the  lUai- 
dent  Magistrate  may  be  left  to  decide,  but 
where  the  money-penalties  incurred  might  be 
over  £50  the  case  should  be  heard  in  the  Dis- 
trict Court ;  and  if  the  accused  be  liable,  on 
condition,  to  be  imprisoned  the  trial  ought  to 
be  by  jury  if  the  accused  desire  it.  The  same 
clause  (83)  enacts  that  information  under  this 
Act  *may  be  laid  at  any  time  within  three 
years  next  after  the  offence  is  conmiitted  or 
the  penalty  incurred.'  In  three  years  the  de- 
fendant might  be  at  a  great  disadvantage  in 
conducting  his  defence.  Witnesses  may  be 
dead  or  absent,  the  whole  circumstances  of  the 
matter  be  but  indistinctly  remembered.  The 
term  should  be  reduced  to  three  months. 

"Clause  87  is  another  most  unreasonaUe 
one.  Why  should  the  onus  of  disproof  lie  with 
the  defendant?  This  is  to  reverse  the  whole 
principle  of  British  law,  and  would  make  trial 
a  farce.  Surely  it  is  only  fah:  that  the  accuaer 
should  be  left  to  make  out  his  case.  If  he 
cannot  make  good  his  accusations  let  him  be 
silent. 

**  The  Committee  recommends  a  withdrawal 
of  this  Bill.  It  is  so  faulty  in  its  whole  con- 
struction that  it  would  be  impossible  to  make 
it  into  a  useful  measure.  Inspectors  of  Stook 
ought  to  be  appointed  rather  with  a  view  to 
help  the  owners  than  to  catch  them  in  a  net 
and  punish  them.  These  Inspectors  ought  to 
have  power  to  order  the  destruction  of  cattle 
in  certain  cases,  whether  appearing  in  open 
market  or  on  the  farm ;  but,  in  cases  where 
the  cattle  are  proved  not  to  have  been  suffering 
from  the  disease  anticipated,  full  compensation 
should  be  made  to  the  owner.  Again,  where 
the  disease  has  not  been  brought  on  by  any 
brutality  or  neglect  of  the  owner  or  his  servante, 
compensation  should  be  given  to  a  reasonable 
extent,  to  be  fixed  by  Act.  The  Committee 
believes  that  this  would  lead  to  a  far  greater 
vigilance  than  any  system  of  oppressive  fines 
and  imprisonments. 

**  Regarding  the  quarantine  of  cattle  from 
ports  outside  of  the  colony,  the  Committee  re- 
commends that  the  legal  detention  should 
include  the  time  spent  on  the  sea- voyage,  unless 
the  animals  exhibit  signs  of  infectious  or  con- 
tagious disease.  Once  cattle  are  freed  from 
quarantincr  detention  there  should  not  be  anj 
question  afterwards  as  to  the  penalties  up  lo 
Ihatdate. 
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"It  it  xeoonunended  that  the  pzoyisions  of 
•iMiBe  44  ^;egarding  annual  dipping  of  sheep 
should  be  altered  to  read  from  the  1st  Februaiy 
to  the  80th  April.  In  this  district  the  sheep 
lairs  begin  in  February,  and  no  sheep  should 
appear  tiiere  without  having  been  dipped.'* 

He  had  read  this  in  order  to  let  the  Minis- 
ter know  what  was  the  opinion  of  the  people 
in  his  district  on  the  Bill.  He  was  very  glad 
the  Minister  said  it  was  going  to  the  Stock 
Oomxnittee ;  and  when  it  was  brought  back,  if 
it  was  agreeable  to  those  of  his  constituents  in- 
terested in  the  measure,  he  would  be  found 
supporting  it.  He  would  be  glad  to  do  so,  be- 
cause he  was  sure  it  was  far  from  the  Minis- 
ter's intentions  to  bring  in  any  Bill  that  would 
be  oppressive  to  agriculturists,  or  to  any  person 
in  the  colony.  As  the  Stock  Committee  was 
composed  of  practical  agriculturists,  they  would 
do  justice  to  the  Bill  in  the  interest  of  the 
farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He  would  await  the 
return  of  the  Bill  from  that  Committee,  and 
see  its  condition  before  acting  in  this  matter. 
But  he  was  not  going  to  say  a  Stock  Bill  was 
not  required,  for  he  knew  there  were  many 
reasons  for  passing  a  Stock  Bill ;  also  that 
many  of  the  penal  clauses  were  already  in  the 
Branding  Act,  the  Sheep  Act,  or  the  Cattle 
Act,  so  there  was  no  reason  for  altering  those 
clauses.  The  penal  clauses  would  only  be  en- 
forced in  glaring  cases,  where  it  was  found 
that  the  health  of  the  public  was  in  danger 
or  was  damaged ;  so  there  was  no  need  of  so 
great  alarm. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  said,  as  the  BiU  would 
come  from  the  Stock  Committee  very  much 
altered,  if  it  came  back  at  all,  he  would  not  go 
into  its  details.  He  would  onlv  refer  to  what 
had  been  said  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  with  regard  to  scab.  He  entirely 
difiered  from  that  honourable  gentleman  in 
saying  that  scab  was  the  product  of  a  poor 
oountcy.  He  could  remember  when  it  extended 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  he  did  not  intend 
his  honourable  friend  to  understand  that  scab 
was  only  the  product  of  a  poor  country,  but 
that  in  rich  countiy  one  would  soon  get  rid 
of  it. 

Mr.  BICHARDSON  said  an  extraordinary 
feature  of  the  Bill  was  that  everything  was 
overridden  by  regulations,  and  that,  whereas 
under  any  previous  statute  which  he  had  seen 
a  regulation  made  under  an  Act  was  ultra  vires 
if  it  exceeded  the  scope  of  the  Act,  by  the 
interpretation  clause  in  this  Bill  the  regula- 
tions became  part  of  the  Act.  If  honourable 
members  would  turn  to  page  5  they  would 
find,— 

"The  Governor  may  from  time  to  time,  by 
Older  in  Council,  make,  alter,  or  revoke  such 
regulations  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  all  or 
any  of  the  following  purposes : — 
*'(«.)  For  dividing  the  colony  into  districts 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  and 
parting  any  district   into   subdivi- 
sions, and  assigning  names  thereto 
respectively : 


"(6.)  For  determining  in  which  district  or 
subdivision  any  land  intersected  by 
any  district  or  subdivision  shall  be 
included : 
"  (c.)  For  regulating  the  duties  of  Inspectors 
of  Stock,  Registrars  of  Brands,  and 
all  other  officers  generally,  or  in  par- 
ticular circumstances,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  for  the  management 
of  offices : 
**  {d,)  For  imposing  fees  and  charges  for  any- 
thing authorised  by  this  Act,  and  for 
prescribing  by  and  to  whom   and 
when  such  fees  and  charges  shall 
be  paid: 
*'  (a.)  And  generally  for  such  purposes  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  or  expedient  for 
carrying  out  the  objects  and  pur- 
poses of  this  Act  in  all  matters  of 
detail  whatsoever." 
Then,  going  on  to  clause  8,  they  would  find 
the  length  that  might  be  gone  to  by  regula- 
tions : — 

**  In  and  by  any  regulations  made  under  this 
Act  the  GhDvemor  in  Council  may  prescribe  the 
mji.TinniTn  and  minimum  penalties  for  the 
breach  thereof  in  such  manner  that  the  maxi- 
mum penalty  for  any  offence  shall  not  exceed 
in  any  case  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds." 

The  whole  power  was  thus  given  absolutely 
to  the  Minister  of  the  day. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  the  law  now. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  it  was  not  so  now. 
It  would  save  the  Stock  Committee  much 
trouble,  and  give  the  House  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  what  they  were  dealing  with,  if  they 
altered  the  Bill  in  this  direction : — 

«*The  title  of  this  Act  is  *The  McKenzie 
Stock  Act,  1893.' 

"  Whereas  we  have  an  all-wise  Minister  of 
Lands  and   an  infallible  Chief   Inspector  of 
Stock: 
**  Be  it  therefore  enacted, — 
"  1.  There  shall  be  one  law  relating  to  stock 
within  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  that  is  to 
say,  the  will  of  the  present  Minister  of  Lands, 
as  on  the  platform  expressed :  Provided  that 
no  penalty  may  be  imposed  hereunder  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  poimds,  or  imprisonment  for 
any  period  exceedmg  two  years. 
"  2.  All  previous  Acts  are  hereby  repealed. 
"  3.  This  Act  shall  remain  in  force  while  the 
said  Minister  remains  in  office,  and  no  longer." 
Mr.  McGUIRE  said  the  Bill  was  drawn 
somewhat  on  the  lines  of  last  year's  Bill.    It 
gave  very  little  satisfaction  to  farmers  living 
in  Uie  North  Island.    It  seemed  to  him  to  be 
full  of  ail  kinds  of  penalties  and  pitfalls  to 
trip  up  the  unfortunate  farmers.    By  Order  in 
Council  provisions  of  a  most  dangerous  charac- 
ter oould  be  made,  simply  at  ipse  dixit  of  the 
Minister.    Such   severe   penalties  should  not 
be  infiioted,  and  certainly  should  not  exist  in 
a  measure  of  this  description. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— It  is  the  law  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said,  unfortunately  for  them 
it  was  the  law,  but  he  thought  all  these  un- 
necessary penalties  should  be  done  away  with. 
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Kow,  there  was  a  sheep-tax,  and,  seeing  that 
scab  had  been  eradicated,  it  was  unnecessary 
to  continue  that  tax:  if  continued,  it  would 
look  very  like  class  legislation.  As  it  was 
originally  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  expense  of  eradicating  scab,  he  thought 
it  unjust  at  the  present  time  to  continue  such 
a  tax,  and  he  would  like  to  see  it  struck  out 
of  the  Bill.  In  his  opinion  the  Bill  was  quite 
unnecessary,  and  was  not  asked  for  by  the 
farmers.  In  fact,  the  agricultural  societies  all 
over  the  North  had  condemned  the  Bill.  There 
were  many  very  dangerous  provisions  in  the 
Bill.  Then,  again,  the  BiU  provided  for  the 
destruction  of  cattle  without  compensation 
to  the  owner  of  the  cattle  destroyed.  There 
were  many  dangerous  provisions  in  the  Bill, 
■and,  personally,  he  would  like  to  move  that 
it  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
But,  he  presumed,  that  would  not  be  a  proper 
•course  to  take  at  this  stage.  He  knew  there 
were  men  on  the  Stock  Committee  who  under- 
stood the  matter  thoroughly,  and  he  understood 
the  Bill  would  be  relegated  to  that  Commit- 
tee, for  them  to  say  in  what  shape  it  should 
come  before  the  Committee  of  the  House. 
Under  th&se  circumstances,  he  would  not  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  further. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  had  received 
a  great  many  communications  from  his  con- 
stituents in  connection  with  this  Bill.  The 
chief  objection  seemed  to  centre  round  the 
question  of  ear -marking.  Of  course  that 
matter  would  be  thoroughly  threshed  out  in 
Committee.  Clause  72  he  took  very  great  ex- 
ception to.  It  dealt  with  the  matter  of  brand- 
ing. It  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  by  farmers 
that,  if  they  had  a  quantity  of  sheep  to  get 
through  a  swing-gate,  it  would  be  almost  im- 
possible to  comply  with  the  clause,  as  they 
could  not  reasonably  afford  the  time  necessary 
to  do  the  work.  In  the  matter  of  fining,  and 
ear- marking,  and  punching  there  was  also  ex- 
ception taken.  He  was  aware  that  it  left  room 
lor  the  obliteration  of  marks,  which  had  not 
been  provided  against  under  the  new  arrange- 
ment proposed  by  the  Minister.  He  thought 
the  Bill  provided  for  too  severe  penalties.  Those 
penalties  ought  to  be  reduced.  He  thought 
the  time  had  come  when  people  should  not  be 
alarmed  or  punished  into  observing  the  laws 
of  the  country.  As  the  matter  was  going  be- 
fore the  Stock  Committee  he  would  have  an  op- 
portunity there  of  going  through  the  Bill.  He 
would  therefore  not  delay  the  House  further. 

Mr.  PALMEB  considered  that  the  Bill  was 
of  such  a  stringent  nature  that  it  would  be 
hurtful  to  the  farmers,  and  he  had  received 
communications  from  many  of  his  constitu- 
ents, and  on  that  account  he  was  compelled  to 
stand  up  and  oppose  the  Bill.  The  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  had  stated  certain  objec- 
tions that  had  come  to  him  from  his  con- 
stituents, relating  particularly  to  ear-marking. 
The  objections  which  he  (Mr.  Palmer)  had  re- 
ceived were  to  the  Bill  as  a  whole.  The  Bill 
had  been  brought  in  by  the  Minister  of  Lands 
on  the  same  lines  last  year,  and  it  was  dis- 
cussed then,  but  did  not  become  law ;  and  he 
Mr,  McOuire 


regretted  to  see  it  brought  in  again  this  year. 
He  objected  especially  to  the  cattle-tax,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  struck  out.  In  fact,  he 
hoped  the  Bill  itself  would  not  be  allowed  to 
see  the  light  of  day.  It  bad  been  circulated 
freely  throughout  his  district,  and  when  the 
people  had  become  thoroughly  conversant  with 
it  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
could  be  quite  as  well  done  without.  There 
was  no  urgency  about  the  Bill,  and  stock- 
owners  did  not  want  it.  He  did  not  think 
the  unfortunate  farmers  should  be  persecuted 
any  more.  If  this  Stock  Bill,  the  Noxious 
Weeds  Bill,  and  the  Codlin-moth  Bill,  which 
subjected  the  farmers  to  all  kinds  of  penalties, 
were  passed,  then  well  might  the  farmers  pray 
that  the  present  members  might  never  be  re- 
turned, for,  if  they  were,  the  farmer,  if  he  could 
not  get  out  of  New  Zealand  in  a  month's 
time,  always  had  only  the  one  course  open 
to  him,  which  was  to  commit  suicide.  The 
only  clause,  not  a  consolidating  clause,  which 
was  of  any  use  was  the  ^hort  title.  Ho  did 
not  like  the  Bill  at  all,  and  was  not  going  to 
discuss  it  clause  by  clause.  He  would  take 
the  clause,  however,  with  regard  to  the  power 
of  the  Governor  to  make  regulations.  Now, 
they  did  not  know  what  regulations  were 
to  be  made.  If  the  regulations  were  in  con- 
formity with  the  Act  they  would  be  most 
severe.  First  there  was  a  penalty  of  d65; 
then  further  on  they  came  to  a  penalty  of  £50  ; 
then  £500;  further  on  again  they  found  that 
a  man  could  get  two  years*  imprisonment ;  and 
under  clause  38  he  might  get  two  years'  im- 
prisonment and  a  fine  of  £200.  This  was  the 
most  extraordinary  amount  of  penalty  he  had 
ever  heard  of  for  so  small  a  matter.  Now, 
there  were  other  clauses  relating  to  the  driving 
of  sheep,  and,  if  he  understood  correctly  the 
remarks  made  by  the  Minister,  these  driving 
clauses  were  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting sheep-stealing.  It  seemed  to  him  to 
be  a  very  severe  remedy.  It  was  like  cutting 
off  a  man's  head  to  cure  the  toothache.  If 
such  legislation  as  this  were  passed,  a  number 
of  drivers  in  his  part  of  the  country  would  be 
thrown  out  of  employment.  He  had  had  ob- 
jections from  all  parts  of  his  district,  and  he 
hoped  he  had  done  his  duty  by  expressing  his 
disapproval  of  the  Bill  on  behalf  of  his  con- 
stituents. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Bill  was  an  improvement  on  the  measure  of 
the  same  name  introduced  last  session.  He 
thought,  however,  it  required  much  more  im- 
provement before  it  was  likely  to  meet  with 
acceptance  at  the  hands  of  those  in  whose 
interests  it  was  introduced.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  when  it  came  before  the  Stock  Committee, 
composed  of  honourable  members  practically 
acquainted  with  the  matters  dealt  with  by  the 
Bill,  the  result  would  be  that  it  would  oome 
back  to  the  House  in  a  workable  form.  It  was 
as  a  Canterbury  farmer  that  he  looked  at  the 
Bill.  He  noticed  that  clause  42  dealt  with  the 
dipping  of  sheep  with  a  view  to  killing  parasites 
common  on  sheep.  That  clause  would  have  to 
read,  not  *'  from  February  to  April,"  but  "from. 
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the  first  day  of  November  to  the  thirty-first  day 
of  May  {oUowing.'*  In  Canterbury  sheep  were 
dipped  all  through  the  month  of  May,  and 
also  immediately  after  the  shearing,  so  that 
it  was  none  too  early  to  allow  sheep  to  be 
dipped  from  the  Ist  November.  It  was  not  an 
unusual  thing  amoug  flookowners  to  dip  sheep 
twice  in  one  year,  with  a  view  to  the  complete 
destraction  of  parasites.  Clause  45  proposed 
to  deal  with  foot-rot.  That  was  very  common 
in  the  South  Island  on  certain  lands,  parti- 
cularly among  merino  sheep.  Small  farmers 
were  in  the  habit  of  purchasing,  during  the 
autumn,  merino  wethers  to  fatten,  and  if  there 
were  excessive  rains  during  winter  and  spring 
it  was  next  to  impossible  to  keep  them  free 
from  foot-rot.  Farmers  were  very  anxious  to 
prevent  it,  as  when  once  foot-rot  entered  a 
flock  it  meant  a  loss  to  the  owner.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  provision  contained  in  the 
Bill  dealing  with  sheep  bad  with  foot-rot  ex- 
posed for  sale  at  public  saleyards  was  a  good 
one.  Clause  51  referred  to  the  mustering,  shear- 
ing, cutting,  tailing,  and  branding  of  sheep.  It 
compelled  an  owner  to  give  notice  to  a  neigh- 
bour when  mustering  his  sheep,  which  he 
considered  a  useful  provision,  as  sheep-stealing 
was  prevalent  in  some  parts  of  the  country. 
The  sheep  of  one  neighbour  got  mixed  with 
the  sheep  of  another,  and,  if  not  examined  by 
the  owner,  a  dishonest  man  might  put  his  own 
brand  on  the  sheep  and  claim  them.  Clause  58 
dealt  with  the  driving  of  sheep.  He  had  heard 
frequent  complaints  from  people  living  by  the 
Great  North  Boad,  Canterbury.  When  sheep 
were  being  driven  from  the  Culverden  sale, 
persons  driving  eheep  were  in  the  habit  of 
allowing  them  to  remain  on  a  portion  of  a 
road  well  grassed,  and  not  driving  them  per- 
haps half  a  mile  during  a  day.  That  had  been 
a  considerable  annoyance  to  persons  having 
land  fronting  a  main  road:  their  fences  had 
got  broken  down  through  the  sheep  being  so 
slowly  driven  aloog  the  road.  Sheep-stealing 
had  been  somewhat  prevalent  in  certain  parts 
of  the  country,  and  he  thought  the  provision 
for  driving  sheep  from  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  six  o'clock  at  night  would  do  a 
great  deal  to  minimise  the  evil  of  sheep-steal- 
ing. No  doubt  in  the  North  Island,  as  had 
been  described  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay,  the  climatic  influences  were 
such  as  to  render  it  inconvenient  to  carry  out 
this  clause ;  but  he  thought  provision  could  be 
made  to  provide  for  the  North  Island  imder 
exceptional  climatic  circumstances.  Clause  72 
dealt  with  ear-marking,  and  he  thought  it  was 
a  very  useful  provision — namely,  that  a  punch 
or  nippers  should  be  used  in  ear -marking. 
The  knife  had  been  too  frequently  used,  and 
the  consequence  had  been  that  ear-marks  had 
been  easily  defaced;  but  if  ear -marks  were 
made  by  nippers  or  punches  it  would  not  be 
easy  to  deface  them.  He  did  not  think  that 
fire- branding  was  at  all  necessary;  it  should 
not  be  compulsory,  or  even  optional.  The  fines 
contained  in  the  Bill  were  excessive  in  number 
and  amount,  and  would  only  have  an  irritating 
effect. 


Sir  J.  HALL  said,  as  the  Bill  was  a  oon- 
solidating  measure,  he  would  not  trouble  the 
House  with  many  remarks,  especially  as  it  was 
going  to  a  Select  Committee.  It  appeared  to 
him  that,  as  a  question  of  policy,  it  was  not 
wise  to  embody  the  law  relating  to  cattle  in 
one  Act  with  that  relating  to  sheep.  It  would 
Ij^ave  been  better,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  ad- 
hered to  the  plan  of  dealing  with  cattle  in  one 
Act  and  sheep  in  another.  One  other  remark 
he  wished  to  make  was,  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  not  to  give  such  very  large  and 
exceptional  powers  of  making  laws  by  regu- 
lation as  the  Bill  aflorded.  Such  excessive 
power  ought  not  to  be  given  to  anybody,  and 
he  did  not  think  that  regulations  should,  in 
the  manner  proposed  in  the  Bill,  be  equal  to 
Acts  of  Parliament.  He  could  not,  however, 
agree  with  many  of  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  had  spoken  on  his  side  of  the  House 
in  their  general  complaint  as  to  the  excessive 
stringency  of  the  Act.  He  thought  those 
honourable  gentlemen  bad  been  rather  hasty. 
He  had  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  about 
the  present  law ;  he  had  introduced  the  first 
Act  in  New  Zealand  relating  to  disease  in 
sheep,  and  had  been  engaged  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  it  for  many  years.  Scab  was  the 
scourge  in  Canterbury  in  the  early  days,  and 
the  settlers  had  to  work  very  hard  to  get  rid  of 
it.  If  many  gentlemen  in  the  North  Island 
who  had  spoken  had  lived  there,  and  had  seen 
the  efforts  which  were  necessary  to  eradicate 
that  disease,  they  would  have  been  rather  less 
inclined  to  condemn  the  stringent  provisions 
of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  they  had  gone 
through  those  troubles  in  the  North  Island. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said,  not  to  the  extent  they 
had  in  Canterbury;  if  so,  his  honourable 
friend  would  recognise  the  necessity  for  strin- 
gency in  the  law.  Experience  appeared  to 
have  been  thrown  away  on  his  honourable 
friend,  and  he  required  to  be  saved  from  him- 
self. It  was,  however,  perfectly  true,  as  the 
Minister  had  stated,  that  two-thirds  of  the 
provisions  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  objected  to  were  law  at  the  present  time. 
Yet,  however  desirable  it  might  be  to  consoli- 
date the  law,  if  the  Minister  found  he  could  not 
cany  through  this  session  a  measure  embody- 
ing provisions  sufficiently  stringent,  he  (Sir  J. 
Hall)  would  like  to  see  him  abandon  the  at- 
tempt to  pass  this  Bill,  and  leave  the  Act  as 
it  stood.  The  danger  of  having  an  inefficient 
law  was  enormous,  and  might  be  disastrous, 
if  disease  should  be  introduced  and  spread 
through  the  colony.  The  present  law  was,  he 
thought,  an  efficient  law,  and  they  had  had 
experience  in  working  it ;  and,  if  they  could  not 
substitute  an  Act  equally  efficient,  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  law  as  it  was  at 
present. 

Mr.  TANNER  would  like  to  offer  a  few  words 
upon  the  Bill.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  Bill 
of  a  most  comprehensive  character,  and  a  Bill 
the  importance  of  which  could  not  very  well 
be  exaggerated.  It  dealt  with  stock  in  so  many 
ways,  with  regard  to  custody,  diseases,  removal, 
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branding,  and  ownership,  and  it  so  seriously 
affected  the  pastoral  and  dairying  industries, 
whioh  overshadowed  the  other  industries  in 
the  colony,  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  deserve 
the  closest  consideration  that  it  was  possible  to 
bring  to  bear  upon  it.  It  was  on  that  account 
he  was  very  glad  to  find  the  Bill  would  have  to 
pass  the  ordeal  of  the  Stock  Committee.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  was,  no  doubt,  almost  laud- 
able one,  and  bhe  only  question  that  occurred 
to  his  mind  was,  whether  too  much  was  not 
being  attempted  by  the  Bill.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  some  of  the  regulations  it  contained 
were  of  a  very  drastic  character.  He  did  not 
propose  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  various 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  especially  as  it  was  a 
consolidating  measure ;  but  in  all  probability 
by  the  time  it  reappeared  in  the  House  after 
passing  the  Stock  Committee  it  would  bear  a 
different  complexion.  As  there  were  a  number 
of  gentlemen  in  the  House  on  that  Committee 
who  might  be  coDsidered  experts  in  the  mani- 
fold branches  of  the  subject,  he  was  very  glad 
to  find  it  must  pass  them  before  coming  again 
on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  would  like  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  the  second  reading.  He  did  not 
object  to  a  Bill  consolidating  the  present  law ; 
but  some  of  the  clauses  in  the  Bill  now  before 
them  he  strongly  objected  to.  The  question  of 
incipient  foot-rot  in  sheep  had  been  referred  to 
by  one  honourable  gentleman,  which  was  dif- 
ferent from  the  foot -rot  mentioned  in  the 
Bill;  and  he  thought  that  provision  would 
have  to  come  out.  A  man  might  without  being 
aware  of  it  get  a  sheep  suffering  from  incipient 
foot-rot.  That  form  of  foot-rot  was  a  very 
peculiar  thing,  and  would  break  out  in  a  flock 
accustomed  to  run  in  long  grasses,  a^d  it  was  a 
very  difficult  thing  to  tackle.  He  had  had  very 
large  experience  in  this  question  of  foot-rot, 
and  he  had  found  that  the  people  who  did  not 
keep  their  sheep  clean  suffered  very  largely. 
In  regard  to  dipping,  he  thought  it  should  be 
compulsory  to  dip  once  a  year ;  but  he  objected 
to  February,  March,  and  AprU  being  the 
months.  In  the  North  people  suffered  from 
want  of  water  during  those  months,  whioh  was 
the  driest  time  of  the  year,  and  they  preferred 
to  dip  earlier.  If  a  person  dipped  in  Novem- 
ber, he  (Mr.  Buckland)  did  not  think  that  he 
should  be  compelled  to  dip  during  those  three 
months.  But  he  would  support  the  com- 
pulsory dipping  of  all  sheep.  Another  matter 
was  with  regard  to  ticks.  It  was  wrong  that 
because  one  tick  was  found  on  a  sheep  that 
was  being  driven  to  market  the  sheepowner 
should  be  fined.  He  thought  that  ticks  ought 
to  be  exempted  altogether,  but  he  thoroughly 
concurred  in  lice  being  included.  With  regard 
to  the  **  driving  *'  clause,  he  considered  that  it 
would  not  work  in  the  North,  and  he  would 
suggest  to  the  Minister  that  these  driving 
clauses  should  only  be  brought  into  operation 
on  the  petition  of  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
sheepowners  in  a  district,  and  then  only  by 
Order  in  Council.  Under  that  arrangement 
the  Canterbury  people,  if  they  liked,  could  have 
the  clause  applied,  but  the  Waikato  district 
Mr,  Tanner 


could  be  left  out.  As  regarded  sheep-stealings 
^e  thought  that  the  more  safeguards  there  were 
against  sheep-stealing  the  more  likely  it  was 
to  go  on.  They  would  not  stop  it  by  making 
people  drive  in  the  day-time.  In  the  Auckland 
District  sheep  would  not  travel  in  the  middle 
of  a  hot  day,  and  they  had  to  be  removed 
at  the  end  of  the  day.  The  question  was  an 
awkward  one,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister 
would  to  some  extent  modify  that  clause,  so 
that  it  might  be  brought  into  operation  on  the 
petition  of  the  sheepowners  of  the  district 
affected.  Then,  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  ear-marking,  the  Minister  seemed  to  think 
if  ho  could  only  get  the  clip  brought  into  use 
it  would  stop  sheep -steaJing  altogether;  but 
there  was  no  reason  why,  if  a  clip  could  be  put 
in,  it  could  not  be  taken  out  and  a  new  clip  put 
in,  the  old  clip  being  destroyed.  He  thought, 
under  the  system  proposed,  it  was  encouraging 
sheep -steeJing:  he  would  say  that  they  were 
actually  increasing  risk  from  sheep -stealing. 
There  was  no  certainty  about  ear- marks,  and 
if  farmers  were  merely  to  rely  upon  ear-marks 
they  would  lose  a  lot  of  their  sheep,  for,  no 
matter  how  trustworthy  men  might  be,  they 
constantly  made  mistakes  in  ear-marking,  and 
sheep  would  have  to  be  let  go.  It  was  not  a 
satisfactory  way  of  dealing  with  the  question. 
The  only  satisfaictory  way  was  to  be  continually 
rebranding  or  fire-branding.  Then,  again,  they 
were  going  to  interfere  with  private  fire-brand- 
ing. Many  people  fire-branded  their  sheep, 
and,  if  they  were  not  to  be  allowed  to  made 
them  in  that  way  any  longer,  that  would  be 
disarranging  the  arrangements  of  people  in  re- 
gard to  fire-branding.  Another  thing  in  the 
Bill  he  objected  to  was  the  branding  of  horses. 
They  talked  about  cruelty  in  branding  sheep, 
but  it  would  be  infinitely  more  cruel  to  brand 
horses ;  and  he  certainly  objected  to  the  com- 
pulsory branding  of  horses. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — It  is  optional. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  said  it  was  not  optional  in 
the  Act. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Yes,  it  is. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  said  it  was  only  optional 
when  a  horse  was  in  a  fenced  paddock,  but 
directly  it  was  taken  from  the  paddock  it 
must  be  branded.  They  could  keep  a  horse 
in  a  paddock  to  look  at  him,  but  directly  they 
took  it  on  the  road  they  would  have  to  brand 
it.  Then,  he  saw  that  deer  were  included  in 
the  Bill.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman  proposed  to  catch  deer,  but  he 
(Mr.  Buckland^  knew  from  experience  of  deer- 
stalking that  it  was  exceptionally  difficult  to 
bring  down  deer  with  a  bullet,  and  it  would 
be  much  more  difficult  to  brand  them ;  and 
he  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  includiug 
them.  He  hoped  the  Stock  Committee  would 
take  the  Bill  into  their  earnest  consideration. 
If  they  could  do  nothing  with  it  at  all  in  the 
way  he  suggested,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  see  it  again ;  but  if  they  could  make  it  a 
decent  Bill,  bv  removing  the  objections  he  had 
urged  to  it,  then  he  would  be  prepared  to  sup- 
port it,  because  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to 
have  the  laws  relating  to  stock  consolidated. 
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H0  would  defer  any  further  remarks  on  the 
Bill  till  he  saw  in  what  state  it  came  from  the 
Stock  Committee. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  one  hesitated  to  deal  with 
a  subject  of  that  character,  which  was  so  tech- 
nical, and  only  fit  for  experts ;  but  he  had  had 
broufiht  before  him  a  great  number  of  cases 
in  ^^ch  charges  of  sheep-stealing  had  been 
made,  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  whole  system 
of  branding  and  ear-marking  sheep  was  quite 
futile  to  stop  sheep-stealing.  He  had  a  sugges- 
tion to  make  whicn,  he  believed,  if  carried  out 
would,  if  it  did  not  entirely  prevent,  at  any 
rate,  minimise  the  evil — that  was,  that  there 
should  be  district  registers  for  sheep  provided 
lor.  Let  them  suppose  the^  had  a  district, 
and  a  raster  for  that  district.  In  that  dis- 
trict register  there  would  be  the  names  of 
owners  of  sheep,  the  numbers  of  the  sheep, 
and  the  brands.  Whenever  any  owner  sold 
any  sheep  he  would  have  to  at  once  send  to 
tiie  Begistrar  particulars  of  the  sheep  disposed 
of ;  and,  likewise,  any  person  buying  any  sheep 
would  have  to  send  particulars  of  the  sheep  he 
had  bought,  and  the  name  of  the  person  from 
whom  he  had  bought  them;  and  so  they 
would  have  a  double  check;  and  any  failure 
to  do  that  should  be  punished  as  an  offence. 
If  they  had  a  system  of  registry  like  that  they 
would  reduce  sheep-stealing  to  a  very  small 
minimum.  They  could  also  provide  that,  as 
well  as  owners,  auctioneers  should  be  bound 
to  send  notice  to  the  registry  of  sales  efEected 
in  tiieir  yards,  and  in  that  way  they  would 
have  a  check  upon  all  sheep  sold  and  pur- 
chased, and  BO  the  registry  would  be  rendered 
complete.  There  would  be  no  trouble,  either, 
about  collecting  the  sheep -tax.  The  great 
trouble  was,  where  sheep  were  sold,  that  one 
owner  might  have  a  dozen,  twenty,  or  a 
hundred  marks  amongst  the  flock,  and  espe* 
dally  when  a  man  bought  sheep  for  the  pur- 

r»  of  fattening  them  up  and  sending  them  to 
fjKaem,  The  practice  of  ear-markixig  and 
even  of  fire-brancung  sheep  was  not  sufScienf 
to  prevent  stealing.  He  had  seen  a  case  where 
Imlf  a  dozen  experts  were  called  in  to  say  what 
were  the  peculiar  marks  on  certain  sheep,  and 
none  of  them  could  agree.  The  head  of  the 
sheep  had  to  be  shorn,  and  then  it  was  found 
that  most  of  the  experts  were  wrong.  Unless 
they  adopted  some  system  of  registration,  mere 
ear -marking  or  fire-branding  would  not  pre- 
vent stealing.  If  they  had  a  proper  system  of 
registration  they  could  have  it  carried  out  in 
such  a  way  as  would  entirely  put  down  what 
bad  happened  in  many  districts — a  great  deal  of 
tbeep-stealing,  vnth  which  the  police  seemed 
bitterly  unable  to  cope.  The  suggestion  he  had 
made  would  not  entail  much  expense,  and  he 
believed  it  was  the  only  efficient  way  of  deaJing 
irith  tiie  matter. 

Mr.  BUICK  would  have  liked  to  speak  on 
the  measure  that  night,  because  it  was  a  very 
important  Bill,  and  one  that  would  materially 
afitect  the  interests  of  a  large  number  of  his 
eonstituents.  Still,  as  the  measure  was  going 
to  the  Stock  Committee,  where  it  would  re- 
mve  most  careful  consideration,  he  would,  for 
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various  reasons,  defer  his  remarks  till  it  came 
back  from  that  Committee. 

Mr.  LAKE  said,  as  the  Bill  was  going  to  the 
Stock  Committee,  he  did  not  propose  to  discuss 
it  at  that  stage;  but  he  would  like  to  point  out 
to  the  Minister  that  a  great  number  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  were  condemned  by  the 
people  in  his  district  as  wholly  incompatible 
with  the  conduct  of  their  business.  The 
driving  clauses  were  unanimously  objected  to 
from  one  end  of  the  countxr  to  the  other. 
In  his  district,  which  was  a  district  of  small 
settlement,  where  the  saleyards  were  close 
together,  it  would  be  almost  impossible — 
apart  from  ordinary  reasons,  such  as  hot 
weather,  when  the  slxeep  could  not  be  driven 
at  all  during  the  day — to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions. Then,  take  the  case  of  farms  about 
three  or  four  miles  from  saleyards.  A  farmer 
goes  there  and  finds,  perhaps,  that  a  certain 
class  of  cattle  is  wanted,  and  when  he  imme- 
diately goes  to  procure  that  class  for  the  sale, 
to  meet  the  demand,  he  is  met  with  the  pro- 
vision that  before  he  moves  them  he  must  send 
notice  to  his  neighbour,  and  so  forth.  The  Bill 
of  last  year  had  a  provision  that  sheep  must  be 
tar-branded  before  being  removed.  This  Bill 
had  been  brought  forward  in  so  many  diflerent 
shapes  that  confusion  existed  as  to  its  pro- 
visions. For  instance,  when  it  was  sent  round 
by  the  Minister  to  the  various  agrioultured 
societies  it  contained  a  little  piece  of  excep- 
tioneJ  legislation  in  a  small  experiment  in  l^e 
way  of  the  graduated  tax,  and  he  was  glad  to 
see  that  that  had  disappeared  from  the  Bill 
since  it  had  been  submitted  to  these  societies. 
He  thought,  if  they  were  to  have  any  of  these 
provisions  in  the  North  Island,  they  should 
only  be  brought  in  by  Order  in  Council  upon 
petition.  It  should  be  provided,  especially  in 
a  smaU-settlemenC  district,  where  everybody 
knew  his  stock,  and  where  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
relating  to  mustering  and  driving  cattle,  that 
certain  provisions  of  the  Bill  should  be  given 
efiect  to  only  upon  petition  from  the  settlers. 

Mr.  BHODES  said  this  Bill  had  been  care- 
fully gone  through  by  the  agricultural  societies 
down  South,  and  several  amendments  had  been 
suggested,  which  would,  no  doubt,  be  put  before 
the  Stock  Committee.  He  would  not  go  gene- 
rally into  the  Bill,  because  he  would  have  the 
chance  of  going  through  it  at  a  subsequent 
stage ;  but  if  the  Minister  could  devise  any 
means,  either  by  this  Bill  or  any  other  Bill, 
which  would  prevent  sheep-stealing,  he  would 
do  as  good  a  work  as  any  work  he  had  done 
since  he  had  been  in  office.  Sheep-stealing 
had  increased  so  much  of  late  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  Qovemment  should 
take  steps  by  which  it  could  be  prevented. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  sorry  this  Bill  had 
not  met  with  a  better  reception  at  the  hands 
of  honourable  members  than  it  had  received 
that  evening.  He  thought,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere, 
almost  every  speaker  had  condemned  it.  He 
feared  there  was  very  little  chance  of  the  Bill 
passing.    However,  it  was  his  bounden  duty  to 
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give  an  opportunity  to  the  House  to  ezpress 
an  opinion  on  the  subject.  He  had  been  re- 
quested by  people  throughout  the  colony  to 
deal  with  this  subject,  and  one  of  the  reasons 
which  were  most  particularly  mentioned  to  him 
in  the  communications  he  had  had,  both  orally 
and  in  writing,  from  people  throughout  the 
colony  was  that  they  had  such  a  confusion 
of  laws  in  connection  with  stock  at  the  present 
time  that  if  they  wished  to  see  the  law  on 
the  subject  they  had  to  get  no  fewer  than  four 
separate  Acts;  and  a  consolidation  of  tiiese 
measures  was  very  necessary  to  enable  ordi- 
nary people  to  know  what  the  law  was  on 
the  subject.  If  the  discussion  which  had  taken 
place  that  night  had  no  other  effect  it  had 
served  to  indicate  that  probably  not  one  out 
of  twenty  people  in  the  colony  could  say  what 
the  law  was  on  this  subject,  and  he  might 
go  further  and  say  that  a  large  number  of 
members  of  the  House  did  not  know  the  law 
on  the  subject  at  the  present  time,  for  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  objections  made  were  to 
what  was  the  law  already  and  on  our  statute- 
book.  Those  great  penalties  they  had  heard  of 
that  night,  and  this  immense  power  to  make 
regulations  by  Order  in  Council,  they  had  got  on 
the  statute-book  at  the  present  time.  He  took 
the  precaution  to  send  the  Bill  to  the  various 
agricultural  and  pastoral  societies  throughout 
the  colony,  and  tne  replies  were  most  amusing 
— in  fact,  he  did  not  think  any  one  could  sit 
down  to  a  more  amusing  piece  of  work  than 
the  reading  of  four  or  five  replies  from  four  or 
five  different  societies.  Each  one  had  its  own 
version  of  the  subject,  and  each  differed  with 
regard  to  almost  every  part  of  the  Bill ;  and  if 
any  man,  however  able  he  might  be,  who  was 
clever  enough  to  put  the  views  of  the  various 
societies  in  form,  and  bring  down  to  that 
House  an  Act  that  would  give  anything  like 
satisfaction  to  those  societies  would  be  a  very 
smart  man  indeed.  However,  he  had  done 
the  best  he  could  in  bringing  the  measure  be- 
fore the  House.  With  regard  to  sheep-stealing, 
and  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua,  they  had  now  a  regis- 
try, and  every  one  who  had  sheep  was  bound 
to  register  the  number  of  sheep  he  owned; 
and  the  only  difference  was  that  when  sheep 
were  sold  or  bought  no  notice  was  required  to 
be  given  to  the  Begistrar.  Everytmng  else 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  referred  to  was 
law  at  the  present  time.  Had  he  put  a  clause 
in  the  Bill  to  force  every  man  who  bought  and 
every  man  who  sold  twenty  ewes,  or  twenty 
lambs,  or  twenty  wethers  to  go  and  register 
them,  honourable  members  would  have  raised 
objections  to  it  as  they  did  to  other  clauses  in 
the  Bill.  His  own  opinion  was— and  any  one 
who  knew  anything  about  the  subject  would 
bear  him  out  in  saying — ^that  the  only  way  to 
put  down  sheep-stealing  was,  first  of  all,  to  pre- 
vent the  use  of  the  Imife.  As  long  as  they 
allowed  a  person  to  cut  and  carve  the  ears  of 
sheep,  so  long  would  they  have  sheep-stealing, 
and  the  only  way  to  prevent  it  was  to  insist  on 
the  use  of  the  punch  or  nippers.  Of  course  it 
would  be  difficult  to  get  peojde  to  take  to  thia 
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at  first ;  but  we  were  daily  improving,  and  be- 
ginning to  see  the  errors  of  the  past,  and  by 
degrees  people  would  understand  the  advaatagB 
of  these  provisions.  There  were  some  peraons 
who  did  not  see  any  use  in  a  Sheep  or  Cattle 
Act  at  all,  and  who  thought  that  persons  might 
be  allowed  to  take  their  infected  sheep  into 
their  neighbour's  sheepyard  and  infect  his 
sheep, — ^who,  in  fact,  thought  that  these  things 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  regulate  themselves. 
Well,  aU  he  could  say  was,  that  if  they  had  not 
had  the  law  in  force  which  was  introduced  by 
his  honourable  friend  opposite  the  colony 
would  never  have  got  rid  of  scab,  and  he  was 
sure  that  honourable  gentleman  would  admit 
that  this  measure  was  necessary.  If,  to-morrow, 
the  rinderpest,  or  foot-and-mouth  disease,  or 
any  similar  disease  were  to  be  introduced  into 
the  colony,  they  ought  to  have  some  powec 
to  cope  with  it ;  and  the  other  colonies  would 
be  calling  out  for  most  stringent  regulations 
with  regud  to  any  such  disease.  They  were 
now  dealing  with  the  subject  when  there  were 
no  such  diseases  in  the  colony,  and,  he  hoped, 
not  likely  to  come  here,  and  therefore  there 
was  no  panic;  and  he  thought  that  vras  the 
time  when  they  ought  to  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject, so  that  they  might  be  in  a  ijosition  to 
meet  any  emergency  that  might  arise.  They 
were  not  proposing  to  provide  simply  for  dis- 
eases which  at  present  existed  in  the  colony, 
but  for  other  diseases  which  they  hoped  would 
not  come  but  which  might  come  here  at  any 
moment ;  and  they  wanted  to  he  in  a  position, 
if  such  diseases  should  break  out,  to  put  a  stop 
to  them  at  once.  It  was  for  this  reason  thftt 
he  thought  it  was   necessary  to  have  lar^ 

Sowers  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  in 
ouncil,  to  make  necessary  regulations  in  oase 
of  emergency.  Surely  honourable  members 
would  be  ready  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  who  were  responsible  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country  for  their  actions, 
the  power  of  making  such  regulations  cw  were 
necessary.  Surely  it  was  safe  to  leave  very 
large  powers  in  that  way  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  especially  when  they  were  deal- 
ing with  a  subject  in  connection  with  which 
they  did  not  know  what  emergencies  might 
arise.  With  regard  to  quarantine-stations,  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  said  that 
there  should  be  only  one  quarantine-station  for 
the  colony.  In  regard  to  that,  he  might  say 
he  had  already  reduced  the  number  to  one  for 
the  South  Island  and  one  for  the  North  Islandi 
whereas  there  used  to  be  one  in  Auckland, 
another  in  Dunedin,  and  another  in  Southland* 
His  action  since  he  had  been  a  Minister  had 
been  to  reduce  the  number  as  much  as  possible, 
and  he  had  spent  some  amount  of  money  on 
Somes  Island,  in  Wellington,  in  making  it  a 
proper  quarantine-station.  And  what  had 
been  the  result  ?  That  he  had  at  once  had  the 
greatest  objection  raised  because  he  had  taken 
the  quarantine-station  from  Dunedin  and  the 
other  from  Auckland.  He  admitted  that  there 
ought  onlv  to  be  one ;  but  he  would  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman,  if  he  were  in  his  plaoOf 
would  he  be  prepared  to  say  that  there- snoold 
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be  only  one?  He  had  gone  so  far  as  to  say 
that  he  would  carry  quarantined  stock  from 
Lyttelton  to  Southland  free  to  the  owners,  for 
ho  found  that  would  he  cheaper  than  keeping 
up  a  quarantine-station  there,  because  it  must 
be  remembered  that  keeping  up  the  proper 
aooommodation  at  a  quarantine  -  station  in- 
Tohed  considerable  expense.  Now,  as  he  had 
said  before,  many  of  the  objections  which 
had  been  raised  against  the  Bill  that  evening 
were  objections  to  provisions  which  existed  in 
the  law  at  present.  If  honourable  members 
did  not  want  the  four  laws  consolidated  let 
them  say  so,  and  the  Bill  could  be  dropped. 
He  had  no  special  regard  for  it,  and  had  only 
thought  that  it  would  be  well  to  consolidate  the 
law  on  the  subject.  He  was  ready,  after  the 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  to  send  it  to  the 
Stook  Committee,  which  was  composed  of  prac- 
tical men ;  and  in  that  way  he  thought  they 
would  be  able  to  pass  a  good  measure,  when 
there  was  no  panic  or  urgent  hurry  for  it.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  of  course, 
raised  his  stock  arguments  against  the  Bill. 
He  had  heard  the  honourable  gentleman  use 
the  same  arguments  time  after  time  in  the 
House,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  never 
eould  see  anything  beyond  the  District  of  Wai- 
rarapa.  So  far  as  stock  was  concerned,  tbe 
whole  driving  of  stock  in  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  was,  according  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  to  be  regulated  to  suit  the  Wai- 
larapa.  The  time  of  the  year  at  which  sheep 
were  to  be  shorn  was  to  be  fixed  so  as  to  suit 
the  Wairarapa;  and,  in  fact,  eveiything  that 
was  to  be  done  must  suit  the  Wairarapa.  Of 
course,  the  honourable  gentleman  represented 
that  district,  and  ho  could  not  find  any  fault 
with  him  for  holding  those  views,  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  remember  that 
there  were  other  people  in  the  colony  who 
knew  something  about  these  matters  as  well 
as  himself  and  the  people  of  the  Wairarapa. 
One  objection  raised  to  the  Bill  was  with  re- 
gard to  the  provision  as  to  driving  sheep  in  the 
day.  NoWi  in  the  South  the  cry  from  almost 
every  one  had  been,  '*  Put  a  stop  to  driving 
sheep  at  night  — in  the  dark."  In  fact,  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  do  that  if  they 
were  to  put  a  stop  to  sheep-stealing  in  the 
South.  Of  course,  the  Bill  did  not  go  so  far  as 
the  honouxable  gentleman  wanted  to  make  it 
appear,  for  there  were  provisions  in  it  whereby 
a  permit  could  be  obtained  for  driving  sheep  at 
any  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  whether  the  Wai- 
rarapa was  the  only  place  from  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  received  objections 
to  that  provision. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  had  not  said  that :  in 
fact,  he  had  received  objections  from  most 
places  in  the  North  Island.  In  the  section 
which  provided  against  the  driving  of  stock  by 
night  there  was  a  provision  that  a  permit  could 
be  given  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  do  so,  and 
sorely  there  were  a  sufficient  number  of  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  throughout  the  colony  to 
make  it  easy  for  any  farmer  to  get  a  permit 
to  drive  his  stock  at  night.    The  honourable 


gentleman  was,  no  doubt,  a  Justice  of  fhe 
Peace  himself,  and  if  he  wished  to  drive  his 
stock  at  night  he  could  give  a  permit  to  his 
shepherd  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked,  how  could  he,  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  refuse  to  give  a  permit  to 
a  suspected  person  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  a  settler  driving  his  sheep  to  a 
railway-station,  or  anywhere  else  he  wanted  to 
send  them  to,  under  this  Act.  In  every  dis- 
trict where  sheep  were  being  driven  people 
knew  those  who  were  likely  to  take  more  thiui 
their  own,  and  no  Justice  of  the  Peace  would 
give  a  permit  to  a  person  of  that  class,  whilst 
the  honest  settler  would  be  sure  to  get  a  permit. 
Every  one  knew  that  in  districts  where  sheep 
were  kept  there  were  "black  sheep,"  and  it 
would  not  be  safe  to  let  them  have  permits. 
However,  that  provision  could  be  amended  in 
Committee  if  honourable  gentlemen  thought  it 
advisable  to  do  so;  and  it  might  be  possible 
also  that  they  could  devise  a  provision  under 
which  people  in  the  North  could  drive  their 
stock  during  longer  hours  than  was  permissible 
in  the  South.  With  regard  to  the  other  clauses 
that  had  been  objected  to,  they  were  already 
the  law,  with  the  exceptions  to  which  he  had 
called  attenljon  when  introducing  the  Bill. 
With  regard  to  foot-rot,  he  thought  that  was 
a  very  bad  thing  to  have  in  the  working  of 
sheep,  and  they  knew  how  contagious  one  kind 
of  it  was.  If  they  allowed  a  man  whose  sheep 
had  foot-rot  to  mix  them  in  the  yard  with 
other  sheep,  the  disease  would  spread ;  but, 
of  course,  if  honourable  gentlemen  were  of 
opinion  that  foot-rot  ought  not  to  be  checked, 
that  provision  in  the  Bill  could  be  altered 
accordingly.  Then,  something  had  been  said 
with  regard  to  branding ;  but  this  Bill  simply 
amended  to  a  very  trifling  extent  the  present 
Branding  Act.  It  said  that  every  one  must 
brand  after  shearing,  but  it  did  not  say  that 
they  should  keep  on  branding  all  the  year 
round.  Some  people  in  the  South  had  ijarge 
numbers  of  sheep  shorn,  and  under  the  ex- 
isting Act  it  was  impossible  for  the  owners  of 
stray  sheep  to  tell,  after  the  wool  had  been 
taken  off,  whether  their  sheep  were  among 
those  shorn,  nor  was  it  possible  to  tell  who  it 
was  that  had  shorn  the  sheep ;  whereas  under 
the  proposed  Bill  it  would  be  necessary  to 
brand  the  sheep  after  they  had  been  shorn, 
and  then  every  one  would  be  able  to  ascertain 
where  they  were  shorn.  With  regard  to  the 
penalties,  to  which  much  reference  had  been 
made,  he  would  ask  honourable  gentlemen, 
before  they  arrived  at  a  decision,  to  read  "  The 
Brands  and  Branding  Act,  1881,"  "  The  Diseased 
Cattle  Act,  1881,"  and  "The  Sheep  Act,  1890"; 
and  they  would  find  that  nearly  every  provi- 
sion contained  in  this  Bill  in  this  respect  was 
in  those  Acts.  They  would  then  see  that  it 
was  not  proposed  to  inflict  heavier  penalties 
than  at  present  existed.  It  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  take  up  any  longer  time.  He  had 
simply  pointed  out  that  a  large  number  of  the 
provisions  in  this  Bill  were  the  law  at  the 
present  time,  and  he  might   say  that  some 
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honourable  members  could  not  have  read  up 
the  Bubjeot  or  they  would  have  known  that 
8uoh  was  the  case. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

STAMP  BILL. 
Mr.  REEVES,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a  measure  contain- 
ing certain  details.  The  2nd,  8rd,  and  4th 
sections  provided  a  certain  means  by  which 
evasions  of  the  Stamp  Act  might  be  checked. 
In  all  cases  these  provisions  were  declared  by 
the  officers  of  the  Stamp  Department  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  evasions  of  the 
Act,  not  merely  evasions  feared,  but  evasions 
which  had  been  positively  met  with  from 
time  to  time.  THe  2nd  and  8rd  subsections 
of  section  two  related  to  the  stamp  duties 
charged  upon  sales  of  Native  land.  A  very 
ingenious  method  had  been  found  lately  by 
certain  sharpwitted  practitioners  of  avoiding 
penalties.  As  honourable  members  knew,  by 
the  Act  of  1891  all  leases  of  Native  land  were 
exempted  from  duty.  By  that  Act,  also,  it 
was  provided  that,  where  the  land  was  sold, 
the  person  liable  to  pay  the  duty  might  deduct 
from  the  value  of  the  land  the  vcdue  of  any 
lease.  When  a  piece  of  Native  land  was  to  be 
sold  a  long  leiMe  was  first  given  of  it,  and  no 
duty  was  payable  on  the  lease.  *Then,  when 
the  duty  on  the  freehold  came  to  be  payable, 
the  persons  concerned  proceeded  to  deduct  the 
value  of  the  lease  from  the  value  of  the  land. 
The  result  of  this  was  that,  first  of  all,  they 
paid  no  duty  on  the  lease,  and,  seeing  that  a 
long  lease  took  up  nearly  the  whole  value  of 
the  land,  they  actually  paid  no  duty  on  the 
value  of  the  land.  This  Bill  was  to  prevent 
the  Stamp  Department  from  losing  a  consider- 
able amount  of  revenue.  If  time  had  permitted, 
these  sections  would  have  been  passed  last 
session.  It  was  an  absolute  necessity  they 
should  be  passed  now,  otherwise  the  revenue 
would  suffer  considerably.  Sections  8  eind  4 
related  to  the  stamping  of  policies.  Under  the 
Act  of  1882  any  person  who  wished  to  effect 
an  assurance  at  sea  had  to  do  so  by  a  proper 
policy,  and  such  policy  was  to  be  stamped. 
The  Act  permitted  it  to  be  stamped  within 
fourteen  days  after  execution,  or  after  receipt. 
They  used  to  fozget  to  have  the  policy  stamped 
within  the  prescribed  time,  and  then,  owing  to 
some  extraordinary  freak  on  the  part  of  the 
draftsman  of  the  Act,  they  were  not  required 
to  have  it'  stamped  at  all.  The  custom  had 
grown  up  of  having  these  policies  executed,  and 
not  stamped,  unless  the  insurers  saw  that  some 
casualty  was  likely  to  overtake  the  ship.  They 
then  came  rushing  into  the  office  and  got 
their  policies  stamped.  But  unless  there  was 
sdme  rumour  or  dread  of  danger  the  office 
heard  nothing  of  these  policies.  Section  5  was 
the  provision  mentioned  in  the  Governor's 
Speech  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  or  in 
the  Financial  Statement,  with  reference  to  the 
proposal  to  exempt  wages  from  payment  of  re- 
ceipt duty.  The  loss  of  revenue  would  not  be 
great,  because,  in  consequence  of  this  necessity 
for  a  stamp,  receipts  were  not  generally  given 
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for  wages,  or  the  receipts  were  not  stamped.. 
By  the  abolition  of  stamps  on  receipts  for 
wages  a  good  deal  of  mconvenienoe  and 
grumbling  would  be  avoided,  without  muclr 
loss  of  revenue. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  what  was  intended  by 
subsection  (1)  of  section  2. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  that  was  a  re-enactment. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  if  it  made  any  alteration. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  it  did  not. 

Mr.  PARATA  wished  to  say  something  about 
this  BUI,  because  it  dealt  with  Native  lands. 
The  late  Premier  introduced  and  passed  a 
measure  doing  away  with  the  10-per-cent.  duty 
on  Native  leases,  and  he  (Mr.  Parata)  failed 
to  see  why  this  Bill  should  now  be  introduced, 
imposing  a  10-per-cent.  duty  on  certain  Native- 
leases.  Now,  it  affected  Native  land  in  tw9 
ways :  in  the  case  of  sales  and  in  the  case  of 
leases :  the  10  per  cent,  was  to  be  paid  in  either 
case.  He  did  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  at 
all,  but  he  would  like  to  ask  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  if  he  would  consent  to  have 
it  referred  so  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  so- 
that  they  might  make  some  inquiry  as  to  the 
class  of  leases  affected — whether  they  might  b& 
for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years,  thirty  years,  or 
upwards — and  take  action  accordingly.  It  was 
generally  supposed  that  in  the  present  state  of 
the  law  Natives  could  only  lease  their  land  for 
twenty-one  years,  and  he  failed  to  see  why  thia 
Bill  was  necessary  so  far  as  it  dealt  with  Native 
lands.  He  wished  to  ask  the  Minister  if  he 
would  consent  to  refer  the  Bill  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Gonmiittee  after  the  second  reading  had 
been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  REEVES  would  be  very  glad  to  confer 
with  the  honourable  gentlemen  representing 
the  Native  race  after  the  second  reading,  and, 
if  necessary,  the  Bill  could  be  referred  as 
desired ;  but  he  thought  he  should  be  able  to 
thoroughly  explain  this  section  to  them,  so  that 
a  reference  of  the  Bill  to  the  Committee  would 
not  be  necessary. 

Mt.  lake  was  understood  to  say  that  he- 
was  surprised  that  no  notice  was  taken  in  this 
Bill  of  what  would  follow  if  the  clause  referring 
to  Native  lands  was  adopted.  In  the  Rating 
Act  Amendment  Bill  they  proposed  to  tax  the 
Natives  equally  with  the  white  man;  and  to 
have  this  10-per-cent.  duty  continued  when 
they  proposed  to  tax  the  Natives  equally  with 
Europeans  was  unfair,  and  therefore  provision 
should  be  made  accordingly. 

Mr.  RHODES  said  it  was  quite  arguable 
whether  the  10-per-cent.  duty  on  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands  should  not  be  done  away  with. 
If  they  were  going  to  keep  the  10  per  cent,  on 
the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  these  amend- 
ments should  be  put  through,  because,  if  they 
did  not,  people  could  try  to  see  how  they  could 
avoid  payment  of  duty  on  freehold.  They  would 
possibly  take  a  lease  for  a  long  period  —  say, 
999  years — and  buy  the  reversion  for  10s.,  and 
pay  duty  on  the  10s.,  and  not  on  what  they 
had  given  for  the  lease.  The  Legislature  must 
keep  the  10  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  or  lose 
the  whole  duty. 
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Mr.  KAPA  said  he  too  should  like  to  have 
this  Bill  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Gom- 
xnittoe ;  otherwise  he  should  have  to  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  certainly 
ohjeoted  to  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  would  agree  to  this  reason- 
able request  the  Native  members  were  making; 
and  he  thought  it  would  save  time  if  the  Minis- 
ter did  so,  because,  no  doubt,  when  the  Bill  got 
to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  be  able  to  show  them 
the  necessity  of  the  measure  becoming  law. 
He  felt  very  unwell,  but  he  had  stayed  in  the 
House  purposely  to  watoh  the  introduction  of 
this  measure. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  said  petitions  were  coming  in 
every  day  protesting  against  the  proposed  legis- 
lation dealing  with  Native  lands.  Next  day 
lie  would  have  to  present  many  more  petitions 
protesting  against  these  Native  Bills,  and  he 
believed  that  would  be  his  painful  duty  every 
day  for  some  time  to  come.  He  quite  failed  to 
jMe  what  their  crime  had  been,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  treat  them  as  they  were  doing. 
No  previous  (Government  ever  treated  the  Na- 
tive people  in  so  unjust  a  manner.  He  thought 
the  Government  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
large  profit  they  made  out  of  the  Native  land, 
considering  they  obtained  it  at  a  very  small 
price  and  sold  at  an  advanced  price.  They 
i>nght  to  be  satisfied  with  that.  It  was  said 
that  the  Natives  paid  nothing  towards  the 
taxation  of  the  country,  but  that  was  quite  an 
erroneous  idea,  because  they  paid  indirectly 
very  largely  through  the  Customs.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  in  whatever  manner  the  Natives  dis- 
.posed  of  their  lands  to  Europeans  they  failed 
to  get  the  proper  value  for  their  lands  on  ac- 
count of  the  conflicting  laws,  and  of  the  great 
expenses  attendant  upon  dealing  with  them. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Maori  people  were 
being  treated  in  a  most  shameful  and  most 
micalled-for  manner,  and  they  were  being 
degraded  in  every  possible  way  ;  and,  notwith- 
standing that  they  were  an  independent  people, 
And  that  they  had  been  protected  by  sacred 
treaties,  those  treaties  had  been  no  protection 
to  them,  and  they  were  no  better  off  than  were 
people  living  in  other  islands  whose  rights  had 
not  been  given  to  them  by  any  treaty  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  FISHER  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
gathered  from  the  speeches  of  the  Native 
members  that  this  Bill  affected  the  Native 
xace;  and  there  was  a  Standing  Order  which 
provided  that  Bills  affecting  the  Native  race 
ahould  be  interpreted  and  placed  in  possession 
of  the  Maori  members.  Might  he  ask  if  this 
was  a  Bill  of  that  nature,  and,  if  so,  whether 
ihe  Standing  Order  had  been  complied  with  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
that  the  Bill  imposed  any  new  taxation  on  the 
Native  race.  The  section  referred  to  was  ap- 
Murently  intended  to  prevent  the  evasion  by 
Europeans  of  an  existing  Act. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Standing  Order 
said,  "Bills  affecting  the  Native  race,"  and  this 
Bill  did  so. 


Mr.  REEVES  said  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Western  Maori  District  had  not  ap- 
proached the  Bill  in  the  least.  His  remartt 
had  been  in  regard  to  general  legislation,  and 
to  the  general  treatment  of  the  Native  people 
by  the  present  Government. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  desired  to  have 
Mr.  Speaker's  ruling  on  the  Standing  Order 
referred  to. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  arguments  of  the 
Native  members  were  directed  to  the  effect  that 
there  was  some  new  disability  imposed  on  the 
Native  race ;  but  the  present  Bill,  apparently, 
did  not  impose  a  new  disability.  If  it  did  im- 
pose any  new  burden,  or  in  any  way  specially 
affected  the  Natives,  then,  unquestionably,  it 
ought  to  be  translated. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  there  was  a  clause  in  the 
Bill  dealing  with  Native-land  duties,  and  he 
asked  whether  the  Bill  ought  not  to  be  trans- 
lated. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  the  Standing  Orders  pro- 
vided that  Bills  affecting  the  Native  race  should 
be  translated.  Part  of  this  Bill  clearly  affected 
the  Natives,  and,  at  any  rate,  it  was  a  Bill 
which  certainly  ought  to  be  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Natives,  and  that  could  not 
be  done  unless  it  was  translated. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  point  out  that  the  Cus- 
toms tariff,  or  any  other  measure,  of  course 
affected  the  Native  race,  but  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  translate  such  measures. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  the  Premier  evidently 
had  not  read  the  Bill.  The  Bill  contained  a 
clause  dealing  with  Native-land  duty. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  simply  a  provision 
of  the  existing  law. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  that  portion  of  the 
Bill,  at  any  rate,  ought  to  bo  translated  for  the 
information  of  the  Maoris. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  would  get  it  trans- 
lated, and  he  would  be  exceedingly  happy  to 
meet  the  Native  members  after  the  Bill  had 
been  read  a  second  time,  and  confer  with  them 
on  the  subject,  and  explain  as  far  as  he  could 
the  exact  scope  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  said  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  consent  to  refer  the  Bill  to  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  there  would  be  an 
end  of  it.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
not  see  his  way  to  agree  to  that,  then  he  would 
have  to  continue  his  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  measure.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  meet  their  reasonable  request,,  then  they 
would  be  satisfied.  He  had  stated  that  he 
(Mr.  Taipua)  was  speaking  about  legislation 
affecting  the  Natives  generally,  but  he  con- 
sidered that  he  was  speaking  in  opposition  to 
the  measure  now  before  the  House.  What  he 
objected  to  in  the  Bill  was  the  proposal  that 
leases  of  over  twenty-one  years  would  be  liable 
to  a  duty  of  10  per  cent.,  which  would  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  Natives  dealing  with  their  land 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  in  all  the  measures  dealing  with  Native 
lands  introduced  during  the  present  session 
the  Government  proposed  to  deal  with  the 
Natives  in  a  very  exceptions^  manner.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  not  consent  to 
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zefer  this  Bill  to  the  Native  ASairB  Oommittee, 
then  they  had  no  other  alternative  than  to  op- 
pose it.  He  was  not  aware  of  any  previous 
Goveniment  having  treated  the  Natives  so  un- 
justly as  the  present  Government  proposed  to 
do.  He  was  fortified  in  this  statement  by  ihe 
number  of  petitions  that  were  coming  from  all 
parts  of  the  Island,  to  the  House  at  the  present 
time .  The  Natives  h ad  never  been  overwhelmed 
in  the  past  with  such  misfortunes  as  now  ap- 
peared to  be  coming  upon  them.  On  a  former 
occasion  the  late  Mr.  Taiwhanga  and  himself 
had  to  oppose  at  great  length  legislation  the 
Government  of  the  day  was  introducing.  On 
that  occasion  they  had  to  stfimd  up  in  their 
places  and  speak  for  two  or  three  days  and 
nights.  He  was  glad  to  say  the  course  they  had 
to  adopt  on  that  occasion  was  a  verv  unusual 
one  for  them  to  adopt ;  but  it  had  this  effect : 
that  they  were  able  to  stave  ofi  the  evil  day  ; 
they  were  able  to  get  the  most  objectionahle 
features  of  the  Government  measures  with- 
drawn on  that  occasion.  At  present  those  Na- 
tives who  owned  property  in  the  vicinity  of 
towns  had  to  bear  their  share  of  the  rates. 
Now,  notwithstanding  that  they  paid  their 
share  of  the  rates,  they  could  not  get  the  rates 
expended  in  any  way  for  the  benefit  of  their 
own  properties,  despite  the  request  they  made 
to  the  local  bodies.  And  it  should  also  be  re- 
membered that  at  present  the  Natives  had  no 
representation  whatever  on  the  local  bodies, 
and  the  local  bodies  took  good  care  not  to  ex- 
pend the  rates  on  any  places  where  they  would 
be  benefited  directly  or  indirectly  by  the  local 
expenditure.  They  were  therefore  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  would  not  get  fair-play 
from  these  people.  There  were  two  Bills  on 
the  Order  Paper  which  really  went  together, 
and  he  asked  the  Government  to  agree  to  have 
them  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 

Mr.  BEEVES  asked  if  he  was  to  understand 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  request  that  these 
Bills  should  go  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
If  this  was  so  he  could  not  promise  that  they 
should  go  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  be- 
cause as  regarded  the  one  now  under  discussion 
it  was  not  a  Bill  of  such  a  character  as  should 
go  there— it  was  simply  a  Bill  to  prevent  cer- 
tain evasions  of  the  Stamp  Act;  and,  as  to 
the  next  Bill,  the  question  of  its  reference 
would  be  dealt  with  when  it  came  up. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  thought  this  Bill  was  one  that 
should  be  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, because  it  dealt  with  their  land ;  and 
it  was  not  right  to  say  that  they  were  not 
affected  by  it  in  any  way.  If  the  Government 
refused  to  refer  it  to  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee it  would  make  the  Natives  more  dis- 
satisfied than  ever  about  it.  They  would  think 
it  was  worse,  perhaps,  than  it  really  was.  No 
serious  harm  could  come,  and  no  inconveni- 
ence could  be  caused  to  the  Government  if  they 
consented  to  refer  it  to  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee,  and,  at  any  rate,  it  would  give  the 
Native  members  an  opportunity  of  finding  out 
the  real  scope  and  object  of  the  measure.  Pre- 
vious Governments  always  met  their  objections 
and  consented  to  have  their  Bills  referred  to 
Mr,  Taipua 


the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  but  the*  present- 
Government  seemed  to  be  averse  from  doing 
that.  Now,  he  made  an  appeal  to  the  honour- 
able membcKTs  who  were  sitting  on  the  Opposi- 
tion benches :  he  wished  them  to  consider  the 
unfortunate  position  in  which  the  Natives  had 
been  placed  on  the  present  occasion.  He  had 
never  known  any  Government  so  arbitrary 
or  so  unjust  in  their  treatment  of  the  Native 
people  as  the  present  Gk>vemment  was.  He- 
thought  the  confiscation  and  the  war  which  the 
Native  people  had  to  go  through  a  few  years 
ago  were  infinitely  preferable  to  the  present 
mode  of  dealing  with  the  Natives  and  their 
lands.  But  it  should  also  be  remembered  that 
in  all  the  wars  which  had  taken  place  in  New 
Zealand  the  loyal  Natives  had  stood  by  the 
Government  on  those  occasions,  and  had  fought 
against  the  people  of  their  own  race,  and  that 
during  the  late  war  there  were  always  between 
twenty  and  thirty  thousand  Natives  who  re- 
mained loyal,  and  felt  bound  to  make  some 
return  to  the  Queen  for  the  love  she  had  dis- 
played to  them  in  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  Up 
to  the  present  time  the  Natives  had  not  been 
the  offenders  in  setting  the  treaty  aside.  The 
Treaty  of  Waitangi  was  still  in  force,  with  the 
exception  of  one  part,  which  gave  the  Natives 
the  right  to  sell  to  Europeans  as  well  as  to  the 
Government,  and  that  alteration  in  the  Treaty 
of  Waitanc^i  was  not  made  at  the  instance  of 
the  Native  people,  but  it  was  brought  about  by 
that  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  wished  to  give  honourable 
members,  and  particularly  the  Native  mem- 
bers, every  possible  latitude  in  discussing  the 
Bill,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  would  see, 
he  thought,  that  his  remarks  were  not  in  order 
unless  he  was  able  to  show  some  connection 
between  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  and  the  Bill 
before  the  House.  The  honourable  gentleman 
mi^st  address  himself  to  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CARROLL  wished  to  make  a  suggestion 
to  the  honourable  member.  The  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  had  already  made  a  proposi- 
tion—namely, that  if  there  was  any  particular 
objection  to  the  clause  to  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  referred,  he  should  allow  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  to  pass  that  night, 
and  then  he  and  the  other  Native  members 
might  meet  the  Minister  and  confer  vnth  him 
in  regard  to  this  clause.  If  there  was  any  ob- 
jection of  the  nature  of  that  which  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  apprehended,  then  he  (2Cr. 
Carroll)  for  one— and  he  was  sure  his  colleague 
also — would  do  what  was  right  in  the  matter. 
There  was  no  necessity  to  send  this  Bill  to  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  but  attention  would 
be  given  to  the  honourable  member's  objecti<xL 
if  the  proposition  he  made  was  accepted.  He 
thought  himself  it  was  the  fair  course.  There 
was  no  change  proposed  in  the  law  except  this : 
that,  there  having  been  evasions  of  the  Act,  it 
was  intended  to  meet  them.  In  1891,  as  the 
honourable  member  would  remembeir,  with 
his  assistance,  and  with  the  assistance,  in  fact» 
of  the  whole  of  the  Native  members,  by  inter- 
viewing the  Government,  they  got  the  Govern- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18ISS.] 


Education 


[COUNGII4.I 


EndowmewU. 


S81 


ment  to'  do  away  with  the  10  per  cent,  then 
dhaiged  on  leases  up  to  twenty -one  yecurs. 
Since  then  Europeans  leasing  lands  from  the 
Katives  had  attempted  to  evade  the  Act  bv 
contraoting  for  leases  for  ninety  years,  which 
was  equal  to  a  freehold.  That  was  the  point. 
Hence,  this  clause  was  being  brought  in  m  the 
present  Bill  to  meet  cases  which  might  be  of 
a  suspicious  character — which  did  not  prove 
to  be  that  which  thev  seemed  to  be  on  the 
surface.  He  would  tnerefore  suggest  to  the 
Native  members  that  they  should  meet  the 
Ministflr  the  following  day,  and  confer  with 
him  about  this  Bill  so  that  the  matter  might 
be  settled  fairly  and  equitably. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  suggested  that  it  would 
meet  the  difficulty  if  words  were  put  into  the 
Bill  to  meet  the  cue  where  the  leaseholder 
and  the  purchaser  were  the  same  person.  It 
was  a  manifest  injustice  to  the  Natives,  if,  for 
instance,  they  leased  land  to  him,  and  another 
person  bought  it,  that  they  should  have  to  bear 
the  stamp  duty  because  they  leased  to  him. 
A  great  wrong  would  be  worked  on  the  Natives 
In  that  way,  and  people  would  tzy  to  evade 
the  law.  No  matter  how  they  looked  at  it,  the 
Native  must  pay  the  10  per  cent. ;  it  had  to 
come  off  his  land.  If  the  person  who  leased 
the  land  was  taxed,  as  he  ought  to  be,  there 
would  be  no  evasion.  If  he  nad  leased  the 
land  honestly,  and  then  have  sold  it  after- 
wards, he  did  not  see  why  the  Native  ovmer 
should  have  to  pav  the  tax.  They  ought  to 
encourage  leasing,  but  they  were  now  goine  to 
tax  Natives  in  every  possible  direction.  They 
talked  a  great  deal  about  the  Natives  being 
treated  on  equal  terms  with  themselves,  and  yet 
now  they  were  going  to  put  on  a  stronger  turn 
of  the  screw  in  the  taxing  of  their  land.  That 
was  not  treating  them  fairly,  as  they  ought  to 
be  treated.  He  hoped  the  House  would  be 
fair  to  the  Natives,  and  not  harsh,  as  they 
seemed  to  be  going  to  be. 

Sir  J.  HALL  suggested  that  if  the  Native 
members  were  not  satisfied  with  the  result  of 
the  interview  that  had  been  suggested  the  two 
olaiues  might  be  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs 
Gonmiittee.  This  would  not  take  long,  and 
would  satisfy  the  Native  members,  who  would 
know  that  every  consideration  was  being  shown 
them.  He  tiiought  such  a  proceeding  would 
save  time. 

lir.  BEEVES  said  the  two  clauses  could  be 
translated  at  once,  and  if  the  honourable 
gentlemen  would  meet  the  Native  member  of 
the  Executive  and  himself  there  would  not  be 
the  slightest  difficulty  in  explaining  to  them 
the  whole  operation  of  the  clause.  IJE  they  still 
objected,  he  supposed  they  would  object,  and 
all  the  discussion  in  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee would  be  hardly  likely  to  modify  that 
oUection. 

Mr.  PABATA  was  quite  prepared  to  agree  to 
theproposal. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  was  quite  willing  to  accept  the 
suggestion  of  the  Minister. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quartez  to  one 
o*olookaJDa. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  2»nd  August,  1893, 

First  BesrHnm    flooond  Beadiotf— Third  Beading** 
Bdaoauon  Endowments— electoral  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spxakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half -past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayxbs. 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
Oustoms  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Bohe  Potaa 
Investigation   of   Title  Bill,  Mangatu  No.  1 
Empowering  Bill. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Gore  Electric  Lighting  Bill. 

THIBD  READING. 
Juries  Bill. 

EDUCATION  ENDOWMENTS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved,  That 
this  Council  approves  of  the  lands  described  in 
the  Papsr  No,  56,  laid  upon  the  table  on  the  30th 
June,  being  permanently  set  aside  as  endowments 
for  education.  He  explained  that  some  endow- 
ments had  been  made  for  primary  education 
and  some  for  school-sites.  Particulars  of  those 
endowments  were  contained  in  a  paper  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  on  the  22nd  June, 
and  they  had  been  duly  gazetted  according  to 
law.  It  was  now  for  the  Council  to  decide 
whether  to  confirm  these  reserves.  By  the 
Land  Act  ot  1892,  section  280,  it  was  required 
that  a  description  of  the  land  to  be  reserved 
should  be  laid  on  the  table  of  both  Houses,  and 
that  a  resolution  of  both  Houses  should  be 
passed  approving  of  such  reserves.  He  thought 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  honourable 
members  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
reservation  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSEI  asked  if  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  in  accordance  with  the 
Standing  Order  lately  passed  by  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  had  no  objec  - 
tion  to  that  course,  but  thought  it  would  require 
an  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  He 
had  been  endeavouring  to  ascertain  what  the 
paper  referred  to,  but  had  not  been  able  to 
see  it;  it  was  not  to  be  found  on  the  table. 
Honourable  members  would  like  to  know 
exactly  what  was  required  by  this  resolution. 
He  thought  it  would  be  better  to  refer  it  to 
the  Waste  Lends  Committee,  to  report  upon. 
He  would  therefore  move,  as  an  amendment, 
That  the  question  be  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  there 
was  really  noUiing  before  the  Council  to  which 
the  amendment  could  apply.  There  was  a 
motion,  to  which  an  amendment  was  moved 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds.  Until  the  motion 
vras  carried  it  could  not  be  merely  referred 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.    If  it  were 
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oarried  there  would  be  no  objection  to  that 

0011X86. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  thought  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  should  advise  as  to 
whether  this  was  a  proper  reserve  to  be  made 
permanent  or  not,  and  until  the  Gozmnittee  so 
advised  them  he  did  not  think  the  Oouncil 
would  be  inclined  to  pass  the  resolution  as  it 
stood.  He  would  support  the  amendment, 
though  possibly  it  might  not  be  strictly  in 
order.  He  understood  the  amendment  was 
that  Paper  No.  56  should  be  referred  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that  was 
the  case. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  thought  there  oould 
be  no  harm  in  referring  the  paper  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee.  He  did  not  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  motion.  The  praotioe  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  had  been  for  the  Waste  Lands 
Boards  to  recommend  the  Governor  to  make 
reserves  for  primary  education,  and  that  had 
been  done  under  various  provincial  and  colonial 
Acts..  Waste  Lands  Boards  made  reserves  ac- 
cordingly to  the  extent  of  5  per  cent,  of  waste 
lands  offered  for  sale,  which  he  thought  was  a 
very  good  thing  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
education.  Those  reserves  were  held  until  Par- 
liament chose  to  alter  their  destination.  They 
were  leased  by  the  Education  Commissioners 
for  twenty-one  to  thirty  years.  Hitherto  the 
papers  had  simply  been  laid  on  the  table  of 
both  Houses,  cknd,  unless  any  hostile  resolution 
was  passed,  the  lands  were  reserved  for  primary 
education.  There  was,  of  course, 'no  harm  in 
referring  the  paper  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee, but  it  was  an  entirely  new  departure, 
and  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  it  might  be 
perfectly  true  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  moved  the  amendment  had  said  about  not 
being  able  to  see  the  papers,  and  he  thought 
there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  submitting  the 
matter  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  With 
regard  to  the  motion,  he  presumed  the  Govern- 
ment were  satisfied  that  the  reservation  was 
necessary,  or  they  would  not  have  proposed  it. 
If  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  raised  no  ob- 
jections there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  passing  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  it  was  an  abso- 
lute requirement  of  the  law  that,  when  a  re- 
serve was  being  made  for  primarv  education, 
there  should  be  a  reference  to  both  Houses  for 
approval,  so  as  to  make  the  reserve  complete. 
He  thought  there  could  be  no  objection  to 
set  aside  large  reserves  for  the  educational 
requirements  of  the  future.  On  the  present 
oooasion  the  Government  had  done  quite  right, 
and  he  should  vote  for  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY  saw  no  ob- 
jection to  referring  the  paper  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  but  he  would  like  to  know 
how  his  resolution  would  then  stand.  It  might 
negative  his  resolution.  He  would  ask  the 
Council  to  agree  to  adjourn  the  debate,  so  that 
the  matter  could  be  referred  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  especially  as  honourable 
Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley 


members  appeared  to  wish  for  full  informatioin 
in  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  renew  his  motion  after 
the  Committee  had  reported. 

Amendment,  to  refer  Paper  No.  56  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  agreed  to. 

ELECTORAL  BILL. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.-~Sir,  it  is  a  lltUe 
difficult  after  the  lapse  of  some  days  to  resume 
an  interrupted  speecn  without  repeating  onesell 
somewhat,  but  I  will  endeavour  to  avoid  this, 
and  I  hope  the  Council  will  excuse  any  involun- 
tary lapse  on  my  part.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  show  that  the  agitation  which  is  at  present 
going  on  for  woman's  suffrage  is  not  one  that 
arose  at  first  on  the  merits  of  the  case  itself, 
but  that  it  is  greatly  dependent  upon  the 
agitation  which  has  arisen  on  another  subject 
flJtogether;  that  the  enormity  of  the  issues 
at  stoike  have  not  been  realised  by  the  greater 
number  of  those  who  are  agitating  upon  this 
subject ;  that  those  issues  strike  at  the  very 
foundation  of  the  laws  of  our  social  life— laws 
that  rule  the  relationship  between  the  sexes; 
that  we  know  of  only  one  experiment,  which 
is  now  on  its  trial  in  one  young  community 
in  the  United  States;  that  we  have  received 
very  little  information  from  this  experiment* 
and  that  the  little  we  have  heard  of  it  is 
a  warning  to  be  careful  as  to  the  steps  we 
are  taking.  I  was  speaking,  when  I  was 
interruptea  last  Friday,  on  the  danger  of 
putting  power  into  the  hands  of  perhaps  the 
least  worthy  of  the  sex,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  best  feminine  influences.  Sir, 
one  of  the  cries,  and  perhaps  the  most  effec- 
tive, in  this  agitation  nas  been  that  men  and 
women  should  be  put  on  an  equal  footing  in 
aJl  things ;  and  this  leads  us  at  once  to  ask. 
What  is  meant  by  equality  in  all  things? 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  one  in  this  Coun- 
cil who  would  not  be  most  eager  to  give  equal 
rights  to  women  with  those  given  to  men  in  all 
matters  that  affect  their  interests,  their  educa- 
tion, their  prospects,  and  their  true  rights ;  and 
I  believe  that  all  over  the  world,  throughout  the 
Legislatures  of  English-speaking  races,  one 
Parliament  is  vying  with  another  to  meet  all 
the  wants  of  women,  and  to  do  away  with  every 
disability  under  which  they  have  suffered  in 
the  past.  Considering  this.  Sir,  we  may  ask, 
why  has  this  hysterical  outcry  arisen,  and  why 
are  we  so  anxious  to  precipitate  this  revolution 
when  we  do  not  know  the  results  that  may 
arise  ?  We  do  not  yet  see  the  result  of  the 
experiment  which  has  been  tried  in  the  coun- 
try where  they  have  been  very  fond  of  trying 
experiments  in  favour  of  what  is  called  the 
emancipation  of  women.  We  have  seen  cer- 
tain laws  passed  in  that  country  which  have 
struck,  in  our  opinion,  at  the  very  foundation 
of  society.  Divorce-laws  have  been  passed  in 
certain  parts  of  the  United  States  which  have 
startled  the  world ;  and  it  is  in  this  countcy 
of  divorce-laws  that  this  one  experiment  has 
been  tried,  the  results  of  which  we  are  too 
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impatient  to  wait  for.  I  have  heard  some  of 
those  who  are  now  supporting  this  enormoas 
leap  in  the  dark  complam  bitterly  of  the  blun- 
dering, experimental  legislation  to  whioh  this 
country  has  been  subjected  lately.  Surely,  Sir, 
no  one  in  the  world  ever  knew,  or  ever  heard 
of,  a  case  in  whioh  two  wrongs  will  make  a 
light;  and  yet  there  are  honourable  gentle- 
men who  think  that  they  can  mend  the  whole 
effect  of  this  experimental  legislation  by  pre- 
cipitating another  which  is  infinitely  more 
hazardous  than  any  experiment  we  have  yet 
made.  I  believe,  myself,  that  the  influence 
of  women  is  greater  than  that  of  men  now; 
but  it  has  been  said  that  women  have  a  right 
to  exercise  that  influence  directly,  and  not 
indirectly,  and  that  indirect  influence  is  under- 
hand influence.  Well,  if  people  would  only 
think  a  little  they  would  not  venture  to  main- 
tain such  a  proposition,  in  the  face  of  what 
we  see  going  on  every  day.  I  am  sure  that 
most  honourable  gentlemen  in  this  Council 
have  read  a  very  noble  protest  that  was  made, 
I  think,  in  the  year  1889,  and  published  in  the 
Nineteenth  Century  by  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished women  in  England  against  woman 
suffrage.  Surely  there  was  nothing  underhand 
about  that  protest.  It  exercises  considerable 
influence  upon  this  discussion  to-day.  There 
was  nothing  about  it  to  indicate  that  it  was  ex- 
ercised in  an  apologetic  or  underhand  fashion. 
For  quiet  power,  for  logical  argument,  for 
clearness  ot  statement,  for  dignity  of  tone, 
I  do  not  think  that  protest  could  very  easily 
be  equalled.  I  hope  that  those  who  have  not 
read  that  protest  will  read  it,  and  I  think  it 
will  be  worth  the  while  of  any  of  us  who 
read  it  some  time  ago  to  read  it  again. 
The  women  who  signed  that  protest  felt  that 
they  would  be  endangering  the  influence  of 
women  if  they  pitted  their  votes  at  the  polls 
against  the  votes  of  those  who  have,  and 
always  must  have,  the  physical  power  upon 
which  fiJl  political  Constitutions  rest,  and 
which  they  must  fall  back  upon  in  times  of 
peril.  They  felt,  too,  that,  if  in  time  of  excite- 
ment bandis  of  political  Amazons  were  seen 
at  the  polls,  there  would  arise  an  inevitable 
feeling  of  disgust,  and  mistrust  of  feminine 
influence,  not  so  much  amongst  men  as 
amongst  women.  And  these  are  points  which, 
I  think,  we  ought  to  very  carefully  consider 
when  we  tcJk  about  equal  rights  between  men 
and  women.  Sir,  if  once  women  give  up  the 
rSU  they  have  always  so  usefully  occupied,  the 
r6U  of  suggesting,  advising,  encouraging,  peace- 
making, in  order  to  become  political  combat- 
ants themselves,  they  will  do  more  to  deprive 
themselves  of  their  influence  than  in  any  other 
way.  Sir,  there  is  a  constant  discussion  going 
on  nowadays— and,  I  think,  a  very  idle  one— 
as  to  the  relative  abilities  of  the  two  sexes. 
For  my  part,  I  believe  that  the  average  intel- 
lectual ability  of  both  sexes  is  very  much  on 
a  par;  but  the  distinctive  character  which 
those  abilities  take  is  very  marked.  And  in 
that  distinction  lies  all  the  charm  of  social 
intercourse,  all  the  grace  of  life,  and  more  than 
lialf  the  inspiration  of  genius.    If  we  could  ob- 


literate this  distinction  we  should  have  a  very 
unlovely  state  of  society,  without  manliness 
and  without  womanhood.  If  it  were  possible 
for  us  to  obliterate  tbis  distinction,  and  women 
were  able  to  take  up  all  the  duties  of  men, 
surely,  then.  Sir,  men  would  have  to  do  some 
of  the  duties  of  women.  It  is  a  logical  con- 
clusion— a  logical  sequence.  No  nobler  rdle 
was  ever  intrusted  to  men  than  that  intrusted 
to  women  in  all  ages — the  earliest  edacation 
of  children.  To  them  we  trace  the  inefface- 
able impress  stamped  upon  the  first  years  of  a 
rising  generation.  I  ask.  Sir,  whether  women 
are  prepared  to  give  up  such  a  rSU  as  this — 
to  hand  over  the  care,  perhaps,  of  the  school- 
room and  nursery  to  men— in  order  that  they 
may  be  able  to  fight  publicly  with  men  on  all 
public  questions,  however  delicate  tbose  ques« 
tions  may  be,  however  disagreeable,  however 
absolutely  disgusting  in  their  details.  Is  this 
the  way  in  which  the  dignity  and  self-re- 
spect of  man  and  woman  are  to  be  vindicated  ? 
It  is  a  prospect  I  do  not  like  to  dwell  upon. 
Not  very  long  ago  I  saw  a  report  of  a  speech 
by  a  woman  orator  on  an  American  plat- 
form. It  was  a  vehement  speech— a  speech 
that  sounded  shrill  even  through  print.  She 
was  very  bitter  upon  the  feebleness  of  man — 
Ooodness  knows  she  had  cause  for  that— and 
she  was  very  great  upon  the  manliness  of 
women — I  do  not  think  a  much  more  pleasant 
subject — and  she  wound  up  with  a  violerft 
diatribe  against  what  she  was  pleased  to  call 
chivalry.  She  wanted  rights,  not  condescen- 
sion !  I  have  never  thought  that  chivalry  was  a 
mere  magnanimous  condescension  to  weakness. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  a  grateful  recognition  of 
moral  strength, — a  worship  of  an  ideal  purity 
greater  than  men  could  attain  to,  and  a  re- 
solution to  protect  that  moral  strength  and 
that  purity  from  the  disadvantages  of  phy- 
sical weakness.  But,  Sir,  we  are  to  get  rid 
of  all  these  visionary  follies  of  chivalry,  and 
women  are  to  be  allowed  and  encouraged  to 
come  down  into  the  arena  and  to  fight  tiieiz 
own  battles, — and  ours, — by  dint  of  their  own 
strength  and  their  own  reason.  Women  are 
no  longer  to  be  mere  women,  and  men  and 
women  are  to  have  all  things  in  common. 
Who  will  suffer  first, — who  will  suffer  most, 
when  women  have  bartered  their  dignity  and 
self-respect  for  vulgar  notoriety  and  wordy  war- 
fare between  excited  women  and  rough-tongued 
men? — ^when,  perhaps,  some  hermaphrodite 
Parliament  lays  a  sacrilegious  hand  on  the 
family,  on  everything  that  is  most  sacred  to 
women  ?  Then  there  will  be  a  sorrowful  recol- 
lection of  the  day  when  the  influence  of  the 
best  women  was  paramount  —  when  women 
were  women  and  when  men  were  men.  This 
is  the  flrst  downward  step,  not  the  less  dan- 
gerous because  we  do  not  see  the  precipice 
which  is  below.  The  descent  is  easy;  out 
the  ascent  t  With  what  sorrow  and  humilia- 
tion and  shame  we  may  have  to  tread  this 
upward  path  hereafter !  Are  we  to  give  up,  are 
we  to  sacrifice,  what  we  know  for  what  we  do 
not  know?  Is  all  the  growing  infiuence  of 
women,  whioh  has  done  so  much  in  the  past^ 
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ftnd  which  might  do  so  mnoh  in  the  future,  to 
be  imperilled  because  some  people  think  one 
particular  reform  is  not  moving  fast  enough? 
Is  this  a  specimen  of  the  wisdom  we  are  to 
look  forward  to  under  the  new  dispensation? 
Oannot  women  recognise  the  work  that  lies 
b^ore  them  now?  Do  they  believe  there  is 
not  work  now,  and  to  spare,  for  women  ?  For 
my  part,  I  have  found  that  all  the  thoughtful 
women  that  I  have  met  have  more  work  than 
they  can  do,  and  work  that  only  women  can 
do.  I  confess  I  have  some  suspicion,  some 
mistrust,  of  the  **  misunderstood "  of  both 
sexes— of  people  who  want  always  to  do  the 
work  of  other  people  and  not  their  own. 
Depend  upon  it,  the  work  of  the  world  was 
never  done  by  tiiose  who  neglected  that 
which  was  at  their  very  doors.  Every  re- 
form must  come  by  degrees  and  by  natural 
means,  by  legitimate  means.  Is  this  Council, 
because  a  cry  has  been  well  worked  up,  and 
because  it  is  becoming  louder — are  we  to 
abdicate  our  functions  and  swim  with  the 
stream  ?  Is  it  our  duty  to  give  way  because 
we  hear  that  this  change  is  in  the  air,  that 
this  reform  is  coming,  and  we  had  better  let 
it  come?  Sir,  half  the  wrongs  the  world 
has  suffered  have  been  suffered  because  those 
who  saw  the  right  were  not  determined  to 
stand  by  the  right  to  the  bitter  end.  It  is  the 
greatest  mistake  we  could  ever  make  to  say 
that,  because  we  think  a  thing  may  be  coming, 
therefore  we  had  better  let  it  come.  We  must 
not  bow,  like  Eastern  slaves,  to  what  we 
are  told  is  the  inevitable.  Sir,  there  should 
be  on  such  a  great  constitutional  question 
a  mandate  from  the  country  to  the  Legis- 
lature. Can  we  for  a  moment  say  there  has 
been  such  a  mandate  in  this  case?  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  there  was  a  mandate  be- 
cause some  honourable  gentlemen,  perhaps  even 
a  good  many  candidates,  addressed  their  con- 
stituents upon  this  subject.  But,  Sir,  that  is 
not  the  way  in  which  the  voice  of  the  country 
is  to  be  taken  on  such  a  great  constitutional 
change.  Such  a  change  as  this  should  be 
brought  down  to  the  countiy  under  the  sanction 
of  a  Government,  as  a  question  upon  which 
they  would  stand  or  fall,  and  the  constitu- 
encies should  be  asked  to  give  a  decided  vote, 
"  Yes  "  or  "  No,"  upon  the  subject.  Is  it  not 
important  enough?  Can  a  more  important 
political  question  ever  be  brought  before  the 
country  than  that  of  doubling  the  electors  in  the 
constituencies  ?  Can  a  more  important  social 
question  be  brouf^ht  before  the  country  than 
tiiat  of  revolutiomsing  the  relation  between  the 
sexes?  Surely,  Sir,  if  ever  there  was  a  case 
which  required  that  there  should  be  a  mandate 
from  the  country  this  is  one.  We  have  been 
told  that  it  would  not  be  constitutional  on  the 
part  of  the  Council  to  throw  out  this  Bill,,  be- 
cause it  has  been  sent  up  three  times  from  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives.  Sir,  it  has  been 
sent  up  three  times,  after  a  fashion ;  but  we 
have  a  right  to  ask,  how?  Yes,  three  times 
by  the  same  representatives  in  one  Parliament 
— ^but  it  has  never  gone  to  the  people.  If 
there  had  been  a  mandate  from  the  countiy 
Hon,  Mr,  Bowen 


it  would  have  been  the  very  first  duty  of  the 
Gk>vemment  to  bring  down  a  Bill  to  give  efEect 
to  the  voice  of  the  people.  But  what  was  done  ? 
Why,  Sir,  the  very  reverse  of  that  was  done. 
In  1891,  directly  after  the  general  election* 
the  Gtovemment  brought  down  an  Electoral 
Bill  in  which  not  the  slightest  mention  was- 
made  of  tiie  woman's  franchise.  Neither  tha 
Government  nor  the  Legislature  dreamt  of 
there  being  such  a  thing  as  a  mandate ;  and 
it  was  not  until  a  private  member  passed  a^ 
Bill  through  the  Souse  of  Bepresentatives 
giving  the  woman's  franchise,  that  the  Go- 
vernment took  the  matter  up  at  all.  At  thia 
very  time,  although  the  Govenmient  have  in- 
cluded woman's  fnuichise  in  this  year's  Elec- 
toral Bill,  and  sent  it  up  to  the  Council  again^ 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  previously 
carried  his  measure  in  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives so  little  trusted  the  sincerity  of  tha 
Government  or  the  Legislature  that  he  haa 
another  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper  in  another 
place,  and  has  got  it  through  its  second  read- 
mg.  As  we  are  challenged  on  constitutional 
grounds,  let  me  press  on  your  attention  th& 
manner  in  which  the  question  has  been 
treated  by  this  Parliament.  It  has  been  forced 
by  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  woman's  suf* 
frage  upon  an  unwilling  Government.  It  has 
been  patronised  with  indifierence ;  it  has  been 
flouted  by  strategy;  and  now  a  bantling  has. 
been  sent  up  to  this  Council  with  the  brand 
of  illegitimacy  upon  it,  while  the  real  father 
is  followiiig  close  behind,  breathless  and  sus- 
picious, with  the  legitimate  child  in  his  arms  I 
Is  this  the  way  in  which  a  grekt  constitutional 
question  is  to  be  dealt  with  ?  Is  this  the  great 
constitutional  precedent  which  this  Council  is 
to  indorse?  Sir,  if  a  measure  like  this,  a 
measure  afEecting  the  interests  of  generations 
to  come,  is  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  way  like  this, 
all  I  can  say  is  that  the  sooner  the  Council  is 
got  rid  of  the  better.  What  is  our  duty  here  ? 
Why  are  we  placed  here  in  an  independent 
position  ?  It  is  in  order  to  see  that  no  great 
constitutional  change  is  effected  behind  the 
backs  of  the  people  of  this  country.  If  through 
timidity  or  indolence  we  neglect  this  duty,  we 
have  no  right  to  be  here.  I  earnestly  appead  to 
this  Council,  especially  to  any  of  my  honourable 
friends  who  have  the  smallest  doubt  upon  thia 
subject,  to  remember  the  inalienable  right  of 
all  women  to  exercise  their  legitimate  influ- 
ence upon  a  question  which  affects  them  so 
deeply,  and  the  inalienable  right  of  every 
elector  to  give  a  deliberate  vote  upon  so  mo- 
mentous a  subject.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Sir,  after  the  elo- 
quent speech  which  has  fallen  from  the  honour* 
able  gentleman,  and  which  has,  perhaps,  raised 
the  temperature  of  most  honourable  members, 
I  think  it  would  be  wise  on  my  part,  ere  I 
address  myself  to  the  subject  on  which  we  have 
listened  with  so  much  pleasure  to  my  honour- 
able friend,  to  notice  some  of  the  other  less 
exciting  subjects  vrith  which  the  Electoral  Bill 
deals.  First,  Sir,  the  characteristic  of  this 
debate,  to  my  mind,  and  one  which  has  struck 
me  most,  is  the  fact  that  the  Council  has  been 
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addressed  by  several  of  those  honourable  mem- 
bezB  most  reoently  added  to  our  numbers.  We 
liave  seen,  that  the  expectations  fonned  of  them 
by  the  other  members  of  this  Council  on  their 
taking  their  seats  have  been  justified  and  have 
been  realised.  We  notice  that  they  are  not 
flUvish  adherents  of  the  Government.  We 
Bee,  that  they  dcure  to  think  for  themselves, 
and  that  they  are  prepared  to  give  their  votes 
aooording  to  their  real  opinions.  I  think,  Sir, 
that  the  Council  and  the  countnr  are  to  be 
oongratulated.  Well,  the  Electoral  Bill  is  very 
much  the  same  Bill  that  we  had  before  us  last 
year.  It  comes  to  us  nearly  in  the  same 
form  in  which  it  came  on  that  occasion.  I 
note  with  some  regret  that  the  amendments 
which  the  Council  made  last  year  have  had 
no  respect  or  regard  from  the  Government, 
and  that  not  one  of  the  amendments  which 
Hxe  Council  then  introduced  is  contained  in 
the  Bill  now  before  us.  I  think  it  is  a  pity, 
Sir.  Taking  the  subject  in  order,  clause  8, 
which  the  Council  amended  last  year  in  a 
very  useful  direction,  ignores  the  amendment 
which  then  was  made.  The  clause  directs  that 
certain  persons  shall  be  ineligible  to  vote — 
aliens,  lunatics,  or  persons  of  unsound  mind, 
and  persons  attainted  or  convicted  of  any  trea- 
son or  felony.  The  Council  last  year  deprived 
of  the  vote  those  persons  who  were  receiving 
charitable  aid  in  any  charitable  institution  in 
the  colony.  That  does  not  appear  in  this 
Bill;  and  I  think  it  is  a  great  pity,  because 
I  think  that,  by  obliterating  the  mstinction 
between  those  who  pay  their  way  and  who 
mAinfaiin  thcmselves,  and  those  who  do  not. 
we  are  destroying  a  safeguard,  and  we  are 
administering  some  discouragement  to  thrift, 
and,  in  fact,  to  morality.  Many  of  those  who 
are  in  receipt  of  charitable  aid  are  doubtless 
deserving,  and  are  reduced  through  no  fault 
of  their  own;  yet  the  great  majority  are  in 
that  deplorable  condition  through  inherent 
defects  in  their  character;  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  ought  to  follow  the  example  which 
is  set  in  New  South  Wales.  I  have  just  had 
shown  to  me  a  provision  in  the  Bill  which  was 
passed  in  New  South  Wales  this  year  regulat- 
mg  parliamentary  elections,  in  which  the  fol- 
lowing disability  appears.  [Extract  read.] 
I  think  we  should  do  well  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  neighbouring  colony  in  that  par- 
tioular.  Well,  then,  clause  18  of  the  Bill 
deals  with  a  principle  which  is  called  the  one- 
man-one-vote  principle ;  and  the  fact  of  anv 
person  having  his  name  on  more  than  one  roU 
Is  made  for  the  first  time  a  penal  offence : — 

«  Any  person  as  af  oresaia  who,  knowing  his 
name  to  be  on  more  than  one  roll,  fails  to  give 
the  notice  hereby  required  to  be  given  to  any 
Begistrar  within  the  time  mentioned  in  this 
section,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing five  pounds,  and  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  any  election  so  long  as  he  knowingly 
allows  his  name  to  remain  on  more  than  one 
loU." 

Well,  Sir,  that  is,  I  think,  a  monstrous  pro- 
posal. How  can  a  person  prove  that  he  did 
not  know?     I  do  not  see  how  he  can.     I 


do  not  object  to  the  principle  of  **one  man 
one  vote"  if  the  one  man  and  the  one  vote 
could  be  made  to  express  the  true  feeling  of 
the  country ;  and.  Sir,  we  have  had  offered 
to  our  judgment  on  previous  occasions  a  sys- 
tem which  would  justify  us,  I  believe,  in 
adopting  this  principle  of  the  "  one  man  one 
vote  " — a  system  by  which  every  man's  vote 
would  have  the  utmost  possible  chance  of 
having  some  effect  on  the  election  of  a  repre- 
sentative, and  of  that  voter  being  represented 
really  in  the  counsels  of  his  country.  I  allude 
of  course,  as  every  member  will  recc^gnise,  to 
the  system  of  proportional  representation.  The 
system  has  for  the  present  sunk  out  of  view, 
but,  I  believe,  only  temporarily.  I  believe,  as 
political  education  goes  on,  and  as  the  recog- 
nition spreads  of  the  defects  of  our  present 
system,  resort  will  be  had  to  the  proportional 
system,  which  will  amend  the  inequalities  of 
power  which  exist  amongst  us.  under  the  pre- 
sent system.  Under  the  present  system  a 
minority  only  less  in  number  by  one  vote  than 
the  majority  may  be  deprived  of  all  political 
power,  and  there  is  a  {possibility  of  an  actual 
minority  electing  a  maiority  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Sir,  tnis  is  a  system  which 
to  recognise  is  to  condemn,  and  I  take  this 
opportunity,  because  I  think  it  is  my  duty,  of 
brmging  to  the  notice  of  this  Council  once 
more  the  merits  of  a  system  which  I  hope 
before  long  to  see  adopted.  Well,  Sir,  then  m 
clause  14  we  have  a  provision  that  electors 
who  may  be  temporarily  absent  from  theix 
homes — temporarily  absent  from  the  district 
in  which  they  are  registered^if  they  have 
been  in  another  district  one  month  only,  may 
have  their  names  transferred  to  the  electoral 
roll  of  that  district.  I  regard  that  as  designed 
to  manufacture  faggot  votes.  We  know  dis- 
tricts— districts  that  are  enjoying  the  sunshine 
of  Ministerial  favour — which  nave  amongst 
them  temporarily  some  scores,  or  it  may  be 
some  hundreds,  of  men  employed.  If  these 
men  are  resident  four  weeks— one  month — in  a 
new  district  they  can  apply  to  have  their  names 
transferred  to  the  electoral  roll  of  that  district, 
and,  although  only  temporarily  resident,  they 
can  conunand  the  whole  political  power  which 
it  is  entitled  to.  That,  I  think,  needs  only 
to  be  stated  to  be  condemned.  This  pro- 
posal we  amended  last  year  by  altering  the 
one  month  to  three  months,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  succeed  in  doing  so  on  this  occasion. 
And,  in  speaking  to  the  amendments  which  I 
advocate,  I  hope  I  shall  not  advocate  a  course 
of  conduct  which  will  imperil  the  Bill.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
Bill  will  pass  its  second  reading,  and  will  go 
back  to  another  place  improved  in  some  minor 
particulars.  I  hope,  however,  the  particulan 
m  which  the  Council  amend  the  Bill  will  not 
be  of  such  a  character  as  to  imperil  it.  I  have 
the  greater  hope  that  any  small  amendments 
which  we  may  succeed  in  making  will  not  have 
that  effect  because  I  have  already  heard  from 
some  of  the  newly-appointed  members  hopai 
expressed  that  the  Bill  will  be  amended  la 
some  particulars.    I  now  oome  to -the  bamiag 
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question — the  question  of  the  woman's  fran- 
chise ;  and  reaJly,  to  listen  to  the  speeches 
made  against  conferring  the  vote  on  women, 
one  would  suppose  that  we  have  been  asleep, 
some  of  us,  for  the  last  twenty  years.  It 
is  urged  that  this  is  a  new  proposal — the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  just  now  used  the  words 
^*this  sudden  proposal.'*  Why,  Sir,  the  pro- 
posal is  as  old  as  I  am:  at  any  rate,  there 
IS  no  time  within  my  remembrance  when  this 
•question  was  not  a  moot  question  in  politics ; 
and  it  has  been  before  the  constituencies 
during  the  political  memory  of  every  member 
of  this  Council.  To  say  that  we  have  not 
obtained  the  mandate  of  the  people  on  this 
measure  is  to  assert  what  astonishes  me  at 
any  rate.  We  know  that  in  the  forecasts  of 
political  action  which  many  of  us  read  imme- 
diately after  the  last  general  election  numbers 
were  counted,  and  the  number  of  votes  which 
would  be  given  for  the  conferring  of  woman's 
right  to  vote  was  absolutely  correctly  known 
before  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  Declara- 
tions had  been  made  by  candidates,  and  a 
majority  was  returned  pledged  to  give  this 
needed  reform.  Then,  Sir,  the  arguments 
which  have  been  used  against  it  are  of  the 
same  character  precisely  as  those  which  have 
been  used  against  every  political  reform.  They 
are  as  old  as  the  hills.  They  are  the  outcome 
of  want  of  confidence  in  human  nature.  Now, 
I  should  like  to  say  one  word  about  the  action 
which  this  Council  took  last  year  on  this 
subject.  Our  action  has  been  vezy  much  mis- 
represented in  the  country.  We  have  been 
maligned;  our  actions  have  been  completely 
misrepresented.  It  has  been  represented  that 
we  insisted  on  conferring  on  women  this  vote 
in  such  a  way  as  would  imperil  the  secrecy 
of  the  ballot,  and  in  suc^  a  way  as  woman 
did  not  want  it  conferred.  First  of  all — and 
it  is  a  complete  answer  to  all  these  alle- 
gations— I  would  mention  that  the  mode  of 
voting  by  electors'  rights  which  we  inserted  in 
the  Bill  was  only  optional.  Every  womckn  in 
the  country  of  tne  age  of  twenty* one  who  chose 
to  be  registered  could  vote  either  by  means  of 
the  electoral  right,  which  she  had,  under  our 
amendment,  the  right  to  demand,  or  she  coul4 
go  to  the  polling-booth  just  as  men  are  in  the 
habit  of  going.  That  statement  quite  disposes 
of  very  much  of  the  erroneous  representations 
which  have  been  made,  and  made  not  by  per- 
sons who  did  not  know,  but  made  by  members 
of  Parliament  and  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  ought  to  have  refrained  from  mis- 
representing the  conduct  of  one  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  While  on  this  question  of  elec- 
toral rights,  let  me  express  mv  approval  of 
some  of  the  remarks  made  on  this  subject  by 
honourable  members  who  preceded  me  in  this 
debate.  We  have  been  told  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bowen  that  he  would  like  the  whole  system  to 
be  changed  to  one  of  voting  by  electors'  rights. 
In  that  I  entirely  agree  with  him.  I  believe 
it  would  do  away  with  some  of  the  scandals 
which  now  we  have  to  deplore.  The  issue  of 
electoral  rights  is  no  new  system ;  we  should 
not  go  into  it  as  if  making  an  experiment  for 
Hon.  Mr.  Olvoer 


the  first  time,  for  it  is  in  use  in  a  neig 
colony,  and  with  the  very  best  results.  Yoa 
could  by  this  means  very  much  simplify  the 
electoral  machinery  which  we  are  obliged  to 
use.  Now  I  come  to  deal  with  some  of  the 
objections  to  woman's  franchise  which  we 
have  been  obliged  to  listen  to.  The  Hon.  Sir 
Gteorge  Whitmore  objected  to  conferring  the 
right  to  vote  on  women  because,  he  said,  it 
would  immensely  increase  the  infiuence  of  the 
clergy.  Well,  Sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
the  influence  of  the  clergy  can  be  increased  by 
women  having  the  right  to  vote.  There  is  only 
one  Church  which  is  supposed  to  influence 
women  in  any  private  way,  and  that  is  the 
Catholic  Church,  which  in  the  confessional  is 
sometimes  accused  of  attempting  to  use  this 
influence.    But,  Sir,  a  reply 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  did  not 
hear  what  my  honourable  friend  said  about  the 
confessional.    Will  heplease  repeat  it  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— I  say  there  is  only 
one  Church  which  is  supposed  to  be  able  to  in- 
fluence the  opinions  of  people  in  a  secret  way. 
Do  not  let  my  honourable  friend  mistake  me 

The  Hon.  Sk  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— That  is  a 
most  improper  remark  for  you  or  any  other  man 
to  make  use  of  in  this  Assembly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.- My  honourable 
friend  will  excuse  me.  I  am  only  mentioning 
this  as  a  matter  of  common  accusation.  I  was 
mentioning  it  for  the  purpose- 


The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— It  is  not  a 
matter  of  common  notoriety;  and  I  ask  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  stop  this  style  of  language. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Well,  Sir,  I  shall 
not  stop  it,  because  I  am  within  my  rights,  and 
I  shall  explain  what  I  was  really  going  to  say. 
My  honourable  friend  is  too  sudden. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  am  not 
too  sudden. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— You  will  permit 
me  to  say  that  I  shall  proceed  to  state  what 
I  intended  to  say.  I  intended  to  say  that 
that  could  not  be  true,  because,  to  my  know- 
ledge, the  priesthood  of  the  Catholic  Church 
are  opposed  to  the  granting  of  this  very  right 
to  vote  which  we  are  discussing.  My  honour- 
able friend  had  better  exercise  his  patience  a 
little  in  future,  and  get  to  know  what  he  hae 
to  object  to  before  he  objects. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  have  the 
right  of  reply.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— We  shall  hear  the 
honourable  gentleman's  reply,  and  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  hear  it ;  and,  if  I  have  offended  hie 
sensibilities,  or  the  sensibilities  of  any  other  per- 
son of  his  faith,  no  one  would  be  more  regretful 
of  that  than  I  should.  It  was  very  far  indeed,  I 
assure  him  and  members  of  this  Council,  from 
my  intention  to  reflect  on  the  faith  which  for 
the  purj>ose  of  actually  defending  I  happened 
to  mention,  and  I  hope  my  honourable  friend 
will  accept  my  assurance  that  nothing  vrae 
further  from  my  mind  than  an^  desire  to  ruffle 
his  sensibilities,  or  the  sensibilities  of  members 
of  that  or  any  other  Church.  I  think  the 
fact  that  the  clergy  of  the  Catholic  Church 
oppose   the  granting   of   this  is   a  reply  to 
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the  objection,  whioh,  I  reiterate,  has  been  ex- 
TOessed.  And  so  far  as  the  clergy  of  other 
Churches  are  concerned,  I  cannot  think  that 
the  woman's  franchise  is  open  to  any  such 
objection.  I  do  not  see  how,  by  preaching  or 
ordinary  visiting,  clerc^men  can  influence 
the  opinions  of  women  improperly.  They  are 
there;  they  occupy  their  posts  for  the  pur- 
pose of  influencing  men  and  women  in  the 
direction  of  virtue  and  piety ;  and  any  danger 
that  they  would  improperly  influence  woman 
voters  must,  I  think,  be  discarded  at  once.  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  petitions 
which    we   have   received   in   favour   of  the 

Suiting  of  this  right  to  women.  We  all 
ow  how  petitions  are  got  up.  They  are 
got  up  by  the  energy  and  zeal  of  those  who 
nave  strong  opinions ;  and  we  have  no  right  to 
suppose,  and  I  do  not  suppose  for  a  moment, 
that  these  petitions  which  have  been  presented 
in  favour  of  woman  suffrage  have  been  got  up 
in  any  other  way  than  that  which  is  well 
known  to  every  one  of  us.  I  have  the  assur- 
ance that  the  signatures  appended  to  these 
petitions  are  the  signatures  of  women  all  of 
whom  are  above  the  age  of  twenty-one;  and 
whatever  influence  petitions  generally  may  be 
supposed  to  exercise  I  think  these  petitions 
will  exercise.  I  do  not  suppose  their  influ- 
ence will  be  great,  but  they  are  a  proof  of  the 
existence  in  this  community  of  a  very  large 
number  of  women  who  are  anxious  to  exercise 
this  right.  We  are  told  that  the  intentions  of 
those  who  are  supporters  of  this  measure  are 
not  chivalrous.  Well,  surely,  Sir,  it  is  more 
chivalrous  to  trust  women  in  the  department 
of  politics  than  to  refuse  to  them  the  right  to 
intervene  in  matters  which  concern  them  as 
closely  as  they  do  men.  Surely  there  is  not  a 
want  of  chivalry  in  showing  a  trust  in  woman- 
hood instead  of  the  distrust  which  has  been 
expressed  by  those  who  oppose  it.  As  I  have 
said  before,  the  country  nas  been  appealed 
to,  women  have  spoken  ;  men,  their  representa- 
tives, have  spoken ;  and  we  are  now  brought  to 
the  point  of  having  this  measure  brought  under 
our  notice  and  subjected  to  our  votes  for  the 
third  time.  I  hope  that  we  shall  do  our 
duty,  not  in  the  sense  in  which  my  honourable 
^end  Mr.  Bowen  has  urged  us  to  do  it,  but  in 
llie  direction  of  trust,  generosity,  and  confi- 
dence in  one-half  of  humanity.  We  were  told 
by  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore  that  Lord 
BeacoDsfield,  who  was  an  advocate  of  woman's 
suffrage,  anticipated  that  the  result  of  granting 
the  suffrage  would  be  additional  power  given 
to  the  Conservative  party.  But  Sir  George 
Whitmore  went  on  to  sav  that  that  might  be 
the  effect  in  England,  but  it  would  not  be 
the  effect  here.  He  distinguished  between  the 
character  of  women  in  England  and  the  cha- 
racter of  women  in  New  Zealand — on  what 
ground  I  am  sure  I  do  not  know;  he  did  not 
explain.  But  it  seems  to  me  our  duty  is  to  do 
justice,  and  I,  for  one,  do  not  concern  myself 
in  the  question  of  whether  one  party  will  gam 
additional  strength  or  another.  I  do  not  care 
which  party  gains  additional  strength.  I  say, 
let  right  be  done.    We  have  been  warned  by 


more  than  one  speaker  that  the  real  intentioik 
of  those  politicians  who  are  supporting  this 
measure  is  that  the  women  shall  get  additional 
power  not  for  general  political  purposes,  but 
lor  one  purpose  only,  and  we  understand  the 
allusion  to  oe  to  the  temperance  movement. 
Well,  it  may  be  that  the  temperance  movement 
will  receive  some  stimulus  from  the  presence 
of  woman  voters  in  the  electorates.  If  it  i» 
so  I  am  sure  I  do  not  object,  and  I  hope  this 
Council  will  not  object.  I  believe  the  in- 
fluence of  women  even  on  this  subject  will  be 
very  beneficial  indeed.  It  may  be  that  they 
will  be  inclined  during  the  first  yeAts  of  theis 
exercise  of  these  newly-conferred  rights  to  act 
rashly ;  but  that  is  no  argument  against  con* 
ferring  the  right,  if  it  is  a  right.  We  have 
lived  to  see  electoral  rights  of  the  very  widest 
and  most  all-embracing  kind  given  to  men. 
We  have  seen  the  electoral  qualification- 
lowered  and  lowered  still  further,  until  now 
the  electorate  embraces  nearly  every  man 
twenty-one  years  old.  Those  who  voted  for 
this  extension  did  not  do  so  in  the  expectation 
that  the  new  electors  would  vote  on  every  occa- 
sion in  the  right  way — that  they  would  not 
commit  mistakes.  They  knew  them  to  be  im- 
perfectly educated  in  political  matters.  And, 
in  the  same  way,  women  will  at  first  be  imper* 
fectly  educated  in  political  matters,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  we  shall  see  blunders  committed, 
and  the  influence  of  women,  although  it  may 
be  very  good — ^and  I  confidently  expect  it  will 
be  very  good — on  many  subjects,  will  be  used- 
wrongly  in  some  cases.  You  cannot  learn  to 
swim  without  going  into  the  water ;  and  the* 
longer  you  restrict  the  electoral  right  to  men, 
the  longer  you  retain  women  in  their  present 
subordinate  position,  the  longer  you  will 
deprive  society  of  the  great  benefit  which  will« 
be  enjoyed  eventually  from  their  inclusion. 
We  should  not  have  the  electorate  composed,, 
as  my  honourable  friend  said,  of  one  kmd  of 
person;  and  the  fine  sensibilities,  the  keen- 
perceptions,  and  the  high  moral  feeling  which 
prevail  in  the  opposite  sex  will  be  a  decided 
advantage  to  our  political  life.  The  Hon.  Sir 
George  Whitmore  went  on  to  talk  of  the  expe- 
rience of  woman  franchise  gained  in  the  State 
of  Wyoming.  Well,  Sir,  the  State  of  Wyoming 
has  1[>een  often  mentioned  in  this  relation,  and* 
it  is  quite  true,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  assured 
us,  that  the  right  given  to  women  to  vote 
in  the  Territory  of  Wyoming  was  not  given 
by  men  in  a  serious  way.  It  was  obtained 
by  an  accident ;  and  it  is  not  much  to  the- 
credit  of  men  that  this  great  experiment, 
which  has  had  so  successful  a  trial  in  that 
State,  should  have  been  obtained  by  women 
by  means  of  an  accident.  A  mere  political 
exigency,  a  mere  party  exigency,  was  the- 
reason  for  the  conferring  of  that  right;  but. 
it  was  given  twenty- five  years  ago.  Three 
years  ago,  when  I  was  in  .Washington,  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  being  present  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  when  the  Bill  was  passed  to^ 
make  the  Territory  of  Wyoming  a  State,  and 
the  Bill  included  as  part  of  its  constitution  the 
women's  right  to  vote.    Well,  that  was  threei' 
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years  ago,  and,  so  far  from  the  experiment 
having  been  in  any  sense  a  failure,  it  has  re- 
sulted even  better  for  the  community  than  'was 
ezpeoted.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  document  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  world  by  the  Gk>yemor 
of  that  State.  There  was  a  previous  document 
issued  by  the  Governor  so  long  ago  as  1882, 
when  it  was  still  a  Territory,  and  had  not 
reached  the  dignity  of  a  State.    He  says, — 

"  Under  this  franchise  V7e  have  better  laws, 
better  officers,  better  morals,  and  higher  social 
conditions  than  could  otherwise  exist.  The 
great  body  of  our  women,  and  the  very  best 
of  them,  have  accepted  the  franchise  as  a 
precious  boon,  and  exercise  it  as  a  patriotic 
duty." 

The  account  which  my  honourable  friend 
gave  us  as  contained  in  Professor  Bryce's  book 
on  the  '*  American  Commonwealth,"  which  he, 
by  mistake,  attributed  to  the  State  of  Wyo- 
ming, applied  to  the  Territory  of  Washington. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— WeU,  I  must 
have  mistaken  the  honourable  gentleman. 
The  experience  of  the  population  of  Wyoming 
is  exactly  contrary  to  that  which  he  repre- 
sented it  to  be.  The  present  year  has  seen  the 
issue  of  another  manifesto  on  this  subject  from 
the  State  of  Wyoming;  and  I  will  read  the 
following  resolution  carried  in  the  Wyoming 
State  Legislature  on  the  16th  February  of  this 
year : — 

"  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Wyoming — 

'*  1.  That  the  possession  and  exercise  of  suf- 
frage by  the  women  of  Wyoming  for  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century  has  wrought  no  harm,  but 
has  done  great  good  in  many  ways. 

"  2.  That  it  has  largely  aided  in  banishing 
crime,  pauperism,  and  vice  from  the  State, 
and  ih&t  without  any  violent  or  oppressive 
legislation. 

**  8.  That  it  has  secured  peaceful  and  orderly 
elections,  good  government,  eind  a  remarkable 
degree  of  civilisation  and  public  order ;  and  we 
point  with  pride  to  the  fact  that,  after  twenty- 
nve  years  of  woman  suffrage,  not  one  county  in 
Wyoming  has  a  poorhouse. 

"  4.  That  our  gaols  are  almost  empty,  and 
crime,  except  that  committed  by  strangers, 
almost  unknown. 

"5.  That,  as  the  result  of  experience,  we 
urge  every  civilised  community  on  the  earth 
to  enfranchise  its  women  without  delay. 

*'  6.  Resolved,  further.  That  an  authenticated 
copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  by  the 
Governor  of  this  State  to  the  Legislature  of 
every  State  and  Territory  in  this  country,  and 
to  every  legislative  body  in  the  world ;  and  that 
we  request  the  Press  throughout  the  civilised 
world  to  call  the  attention  of  their  readers  to 
these  resolutions." 

Now,  Sir,  in  face  of  that  msoiifesto,  I  hope 
that  we  sball  hear  no  more  of  the  failure  of  the 
experiment  in  the  State  of  Wyoming.  Then, 
Sir  George  Whitmore  told  us  of  the  dread- 
ful condition  of  Rome  when  women  were  able 
to  obtrude  themselves  and  their  improper  in- 
fluences into  the  conduct  of  affairs;  and  he 
Eon,  Mr.  OU/oer 


predicted  for  us  a  decadence  dating  from  the 
day  when  we  should  grant  women  the  right 
to  vote.  Decadence,  Sir  I  Why,  we  know  per- 
fectly well  that  the  condition  of  women  in 
every  modem  civilised  country  very  correctly 
represents  the  state  of  civilisation  at  which 
the  country  has  arrived,  and  the  idea  of  a 
decadence  taking  place  from  the  influence  of 
women  in  politics  is  a  monstrous  one.  But* 
Sir,  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore  went  on 
to  tell  us — ^and  in  this  he  conceded  the  whole 
question — that  the  honest  opinion  of  women 
would  be  beneficial.  He  had  just  been  fighting 
against  that  proposal.  If  the  honest  opinion  of 
women  is  to  be  beneficial  to  the  State,  what 
we  want  is  to  give  them  the  power  to  declare 
their  honest  opinion.  We  had  from  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Campbell  Walker  a  very  strange  declara- 
tion indeed.  He  said  that,  although  this  pro- 
posal was  contained  in  a  Government  Bill,  the 
late  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Ballance,  was  not 
justified  in  including  it  in  the  Bill  which  we 
had  laid  before  us  last  year— that  he  was  not 
representiuff  his  colleagues  in  the  Ministry, 
or  the  maiority  of  the  party  which  he  led. 
And,  Sir,  he  declared  that  he  himself  be- 
longed to  that  party,  and  knew  it  was  so. 
This  is  a  very  extraordinary  statement,  and, 
for  my  own  part,  I  can  only  suppose  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  incorrectly  in- 
formed, and  that  his  estimate  is  a  mistaken 
one;  because,  if  it  were  true,  what  would  it 
involve?  It  would  involve  this:  that  in  this 
country  a  large  and  important  party,  which 
at  present  appears  to  represent  a  majority 
of  the  electors  of  the  country,  can  be  led 
astray  by  a  party  leader  who  himself  misre- 
presents the  views  of  his  followers,  and  that 
this'party  are  being  led  in  a  particular  direc- 
tion against  their  will,  or  that  the^  are  so 
submissive  to  authority  that  they  will  really 
follow  in  a  direction  which  they  disapprove. 
Sir,  that  is  worse  than  the  old  Tory  notion 
of  the  Divine  right  of  kings  to  reign.  If  a 
man  intrusted  with  the  leadership  of  a  parly 
for  a  certain  purpose .  leads  that  party  in 
an  opposite  direction  to  that  for  which  the 
party  combined,  I  do  not  know  what  our  elec- 
toral system  is  bringing  us  to.  It  would  be 
an  extraordinary  position  for  a  community  to 
occupy.  But  I  think  the  honourable  gentle-, 
man  is  mistaken.  I  think  there  is  a  very* 
strong  feeling  in  the  country  in  favour  of  this 
measure  of  reform,  and  that  its  inclusion  in  a 
Ministerial  measure  proves  that  it  comes 
with  the  approval  of  the  people.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  went  on  to  inform  us  that  it 
had  never  passed  in  an  important  Legislature. 
I  suppose  he  is  not  aware  that  it  passed  its 
second  reading  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It 
is  not  yet  upon  the  statute-book  of  Great 
Britain,  but  it  passed  the  second  reading  by  a 
considerable  majority.  And  who  are  those 
who  have  been  its  chief  upholders?  There, 
is  a  long  list  —  Disraeli,  Salisbury,  and  Bal-. 
four  at  Home,  along  with  many  other  leading 
men.  And  here  in  New  Zealand  we  have  Fox. 
Vogel,  Grey,  Stout,  Hall,  Atkinson,  Whitaker, 
Ballanoe,  and  Seddon.    This  is  a  very  import- 
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snt  and  weighty  array ;  and  to  say  tba;t  this 
meaBure  has  not  been  demanded  is  to  simply 
ignore  the  facts  whioh  ou^^t  to  he  within 
oni  knowledge.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Walker  went 
on  to  say,  **No  wonder  it  passed  in  America, 
the  men  there  were  so  bad."  That,  Sir,  is  a 
<sonfes8ion  of  the  whole  principle.  If  women 
ate  so  mnch  better  than  'men,  why  should 
we  not  get  this  increase  of  virtue  in  New 
Zealand  as  in  America?  Then,  there  is  the 
view  that  we  ought  not  to  grant  this  be- 
eause  if  we  do  it  logically  carries  with  it  the 
right  of  women  to  sit  in  each  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  Logically  it  may,  but  the  BritiBh 
nation  has  never  been  much  of  a  slave  to  logic, 
and  I  am  rejoiced  that  it  has  not.  There 
aze  limits  to  the  proper  logical  application 
of  certain  principles,  even  though  they  may 
be  true;  and  women  do  not  want  to  sit  in 
either  branch  of  the  Legislature;  but,  if,  iu 
the  course  of  political  evolution,  after  grant- 
ing the  right  to  women  to  vote,  they  desire  to 
sit,  and  if  the  community  desire  it,  will  any 
honourable  member  contend  that  we  should  be 
the  worse  for  their  companionship  7  I  think 
we  should  be  very  much  the  better.  However, 
that  question  is  not  really  now  before  us ;  still, 
I  should  not  shrink  from  considering  it  when 
the  proper  time  came.  I  do  not  think  it  will 
come  within  my  days,  at  any  rate.  Then,  we 
ace  told  that  women,  if  they  are  permitted  to 
vote,  ought  to  share  in  all  man*s  duties.  As  for 
their  sitting  on  juries,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber hinted,  I  do  not  think  that  juries  would  be 
any  the  worse  for  women  sitting  among  them 
sometimes ;  and  I  think  there  are  some  cases  in 
which  juries  composed  entirely  of  women  would 
be  a  desirable  improvement.  Then,  we  had 
an  extraordinary  argument  against  the  prin- 
ciple for  which  I  am  contending  by  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Bowen.  He  said  that  Plato, 
in  his  *'  Republic,"  foresaw  the  result  of  making 
women  share  in  certain  duties  with  men,  as 
family  life  could  not  then  exist.  That  is  an 
extraordinary  twisting  of  anything  that  is  con- 
tained in  that  immortal  book.  Why,  the  re- 
public of  Plato  was  an  ideal  State,  in  whioh 
no  person  could  call  anything  his  own.  Every- 
thing was  to  be  in  common.  There  was  no 
marrying  or  giving  in  marriage.  There  was 
no  recognition  by  a  parent  of  his  children, 
ot  by  the  children  of  their  parents.  Only  the 
healthy,  the  desirable,  the  handsome,  and  the 
strong  children  were  to  be  preserved  ;  the 
rest  were  to  be  got  rid  of — infanticide  was 
to  be  legalised.  Women  were  to  share  in  all 
the  arduous  labours  of  men,  and  to  be  trained 
to  war.  It  was  only  a  philosophic  dream,  the 
basis  of  which  was  the  abolition  of  the  family. 
And  for  my  honourable  friend  to  say  that,  be- 
'cause  Plato  gave  fresh  duties  to  women,  he 
felt  compelled  to  abolish  the  family,  is  an  in- 
genious twisting  of  his  opinions,  and  I  can 
be  more  complimentary  to  the  ingenuity  of 
my  honourable  friend  than  he  was  to  this 
Council  when  he  brought  forward  this  argu- 
ment. Well,  what  is  the  process  of  voting? 
A  man  is  called  on  to  perform  it  once  in  three 
jears.   Under  accidental  oizcumstances  he  may 


be  called  upon  once  between  one  general  eleo- 
tion  and  another,  or  he  might  possibly  vote 
twice  in  three  years,  and  have  to  go  to  the  poll- 
ing-booth and  record  his  vote  in  the  utmost 
security  for  the  free  exercise  of  his  opinion. 
Not  even  the  Returning  Officer  is  permitted  to 
know  what  votes  are  recorded.  Access  to  the 
booth  is  kept  perfectly  free,  and  only  a  limited 
number  of  people  are  admitted  to  the  booth  at 
one  time.  And  this  process  of  recording  her 
vote  is  to  unsex  woman!  A  more  monstrous 
thing  than  that  this  simple  exercise  of  a  com- 
mon duty  would  unsex  woman  could  not  be 
suggested.  It  is  quite  a  mistake  to  talk  about 
masculine  vromen.  Honourable  members  are 
aware  of  the  way  in  which  women  in  tiie 
Mother-country  are  influencing  public  opinion, 
from  the  platform  and  otherwise.  I  have  the 
honour  to  Know  some  of  those  women,  and,  as 
speakers,  they  compare  favourably  with  men. 
These  women  are  as  feminine  and  as  ladylike 
and  as  full  of  womanly  grace  as  any  woman 
who  seeks  to  hide  herself  beside  the  domestic 
hearth.  They  are  influencing  men  in  many 
ways  most  beneficially.  They  have  proved 
themselves  to  be  capable  of  vying  with  men  in 
many  professions  and  in  many  studies  which 
were  not  long  ago  supposed  to  be  altogether  the 
province  of  men.  We  have  only  to  remember 
Miss  Ramsay,  now  Mrs.  Butler,  the  wife  of  the 
respected  master  of  Trinity  College.  In  her 
final  examination  she  obtained  a  double  first 
class.  And  Miss  Philippa  Fawcett,  daughter 
of  the  lamented  Professor  Fawcett,  so  distin- 
guished herself  in  mathematics  that  there  was 
no  place  among  the  wranglers  high  enough  for 
her  to  occupy.  She  was  above  the  senior 
wrangler.  Those  who  know  these  ladies  will 
know  perfectly  well  that  their  high  attain- 
ments nave  not  deprived  them  of  any  of  the 
feminine  graces ;  they  rather  adorn  and 
beautify  the  qualities  which  by  nature  they 
possessed.  The  opponents  of  woman's  franchise 
must  abandon  the  plea  of  unfitness ;  for  how 
can  they  maintain  that  position  in  the  face 
of  the  facts  to  which  I  have  slightly  alluded? 
Women  have  proved  their  fitness  in  every  de- 
partment in  which  they  have  been  tried.  They 
already  vote  in  municipal  matters;  and  who 
will  say  that  those  have  been  the  worse  for 
their  votes  ?  Some  of  them  occupy  honourable 
positions  on  Education  Boards.  I  have  in  my 
mind  one  lady  who  has  more  than  twice  been 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Education  Board 
of  her  province,  and  she  shines  by  comparison 
in  the  performance  of  those  duties.  In  our 
School  Boards,  in  educational  matters,  in  hos* 
pital  management,  and  in  household  manage- 
ment— for  there  woman's  fitness  is  still  more 
pronounced — they  have  shown  their  ability  to 
thoroughly  perform  every  kind  of  duty  that  has 
devolved  upon  them.  To  talk  of  the  unfitness  of 
women  to  perfoim  public  duties — the  idea  that 
this  argument  should  be  used  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Victoria— is  absurd.  What  reign  has 
been  so  distinguish^?  The  times  when  oux 
oonntzy  has  been  ruled  by  Queens  will  com- 
pare very  favourably  with  any  others.  Queeoi 
Anne  not.  only  presided  at  the  Council  Board 
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of  her  Ministers,  but  she  actually  sat  in  Par- 
liament; and  there  is  one  notable  instance 
where  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  actually  ap- 
pealed to  her  in  the  course  of  a  debate.  Then, 
af  we  go  back  to  the  spacious  days  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  what  statesman  of  Europe  could 
then  vie  with  her  in  statesmanship?  She 
maintained  our  freedom  against  the  greatest 
difficulties,  and  proved  herself  more  them  a 
match  for  all  her  adversaries.  If  women  are 
to  be  disfranchised  simply  because  they  are  un- 
able to  carry  arms,  what  can  be  said  of  fchose 
weak  men  who  are  unable,  from  sickness  or 
other  causes,  to  perform  this  duty  ?  Are  they 
to  be  disfranchised  on  that  account?  I  wiU 
not  detain  the  Council  longer.  Society  has 
gained  by  every  step  in  the  advancement  of 
women.  True  it  is  that  humanity  as  a  whole 
has  never  up  to  this  day  had  a  real  opportunity 
of  showing  what  it  is  capable  of.  By  adding 
women  to  the  electorate  humanity  would  have 
that  opportunity,  and  I  confidently  look  for- 
ward to  an  immense  increase  in  the  well-being 
of  the  community  as  a  whole  by  giving  them 
this  right. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR.— Sir,  the 
speech  we  have  listened  to  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bowen  is  one  which  I  am  sure  we  must  all 
admit  was  entirely  worthy  of  himself,  and 
worthy  also  of  the  important  subjects  we  are 
now  discussing.  It  was  not  only  able,  but  it 
was  a  graceful  euid  eloquent  address,  and  it  is 
only  a  matter  for  regret  that  it  should  have 
been  delivered  on  the  wrong  side.  I  may  say 
at  once  that  I  do  not  agree  with  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  that  honourable  gentleman  in  his 
speech.  In  fast,  I  take  the  opposite  view.  I 
agree  with  him,  and  with  most  honourable 
members,  that  the  really  important  part  of 
this  Bill  is  the  question  of  woman's  suffrage. 
The  Attomey-GenercJ,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  referred  to  it  as  being  in 
the  main  a  machinery  Bill ;  and,  if  we  look  at 
it  simply  from  the  point  of  view  of  its  bulk, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  he  is  right.  But, 
although  that  is  so,  there  are  three  little  words 
in  the  inter]^retation  clause  of  this  Bill  that 
outweigh  in  miportance  the  whole  of  the  rest 
of  the  Bill  taken  together.  Those  three  words 
are,  "'Person'  includes  woman."  Now,  the 
arguments  to  which  we  have  listened  from  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  are  of  a  kind,  as  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  that  have 
been  from  time  to  time  urged  in  every  period 
of  the  world's  history,  and,  I  dare  say,  used 
in  connection  with  every  proposal  for  reform 
that  has  been  made  in  any  country.  In  piur- 
Ucular,  I  would  remind  honourable  members 
of  the  Council  that  it  is  precisely  this  style 
of  argument  that  was  used  at  the  time  of  the 
great  Reform  Bill  in  1832  ;  and  again  in  1867 
we  had  the  same  style  of  argument ;  and  the 
speeches  delivered  on  those  occasions  would 
form,  in  themselves,  a  great  branch  of  litera- 
ture, in  which  would  be  found  some  of  the 
most  eminent  names  in  English  history  and 
politics.  We  find  among  them,  for  instance,  I 
such  names  as  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Sir  Robert  I 
Peel,  John  Wilson  Groker,  Sir  Robert  IngUs,  i 
Son,  Mr,  Oliver 


and  Robert  Lowe.    It  will  be  considered  no 
disparagement  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  that  I 
have  associated  him  with  such  names.    There 
have  been  those  who,  when  any  change  in. 
the  institutions  of  the  coinntry,  and  any  great 
advance,  was  proposed  in  the  struggles  for 
human  liberty — there  have  been  those,  I  say^ 
and  they  have   generally  been   men   of  the 
wisest  and  most  influential  class,  who  have 
thought  it  their  duty,  in  the  interest  of  the 
country,  to  oppose   every  such  proposal.     It 
is  also  shown,  I  think,  with  equal  clearness, 
that,  if  we  make  an  induction  from  experience 
and  from  history,  those  who  have  proposed 
reforms  in  the  past  have  been  proved  by  the 
result  to  have  been  in  the  right;  and  experi- 
ence has  also  shown  that,  if  the  great  reforms 
that  have  been  carried  out  in  the  past  had 
been  carried  out  when  first  proposed,  tne  result 
would  have  been  beneficial  to  the  nation.    li 
has  always  been  stated  by  those  who  think  it 
their  duty  to  resist  change — and  they  have  been 
by  no  means  the  least  intelligent  and  wise  of 
men — that  they  would  probaUy  have  approved 
of  the  great  reforms  of  the  past ;  but  they 
always  seem  to  think  that  their  duty  in  the 
present  is  to  resist  reforms  for  the  time  being.. 
And  that  is  precisely  what  we  find  to  be  the 
case  now.    I  have  no  doubt  that  those  honour- 
able members  who  now  consider  it  their  duty  to 
oppose  this  reform  will  hereafter — ^just  as  those 
did  who  opposed  the  great  reforms  of  1832  and 
1867  —  admit   that  they  were  mistaken,  and 
admit  also  that  their  forebodings  have  been 
belied  by  the  course  of  events ;  because  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  course  of  events  shows 
a  hmnorous  indifierence  to  the  reputation  of 
prophets.     There    have    never  been  wanting 
prophets  who  are  ready  to  indulge  in  such  pro^ 
gnostications  as  we  have  listened  to  from  the- 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen.    These  arguments  we  shall 
have  cast  up  to  us,  and  we  must  always  be 
prepared  to  meet  them.    I  am  sure  that  genera- 
tions hereafter  will  express  the  same  surprise- 
that  we  are  expressing  now  that  there  should 
be  so  much  resistance  as  there  is  to  the  inno- 
vation we  are  now  proposing.    There  has  never 
yet,  I  think,  been  any  proposal  for  any  great 
change  in  any  country  that  has  not  been  met 
in  the  same  way.    The  idea  has  been  humor- 
ously expressed  by  the  alderman  who  declared 
that  the  world  would  wake  up  some  morning 
and  find  its  throat  out.     And  that  is  really 
what    those  forebodings  come   to    that  have 
been  listened  to  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen. 
Whether  or  not  the  time  is  far  distant  when 
those  who  oppose  this  reform  will  be  compelled 
to  admit  that  their  forebodings  have  been  be- 
lied it  is  difficult  to  say ;  but  those  who  sup- 
port this  change,  I  am   sure,  are  convinced 
that  sooner  or  later  the  time  will  come,  as 
it  came,  as  I  have  already  said,  in  the  case  of 
those  who  opposed  the  reforms  in  1832  and 
1867.    Now,  it  must  be  admitted  that  this  pro* 
posal  to  extend  the  suffrage  to  women  is  a  pro- 
posal to  carry  out  a  very  great  change  in  the 
Constitution.    It  must  be  admitted,  also,  that 
the  contention  that  this  is  to  a  great  extent  in 
the  nature  of  an  experiment  is  correct.    As 
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hAB  been  pointed  out  by  tbe  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver, 
one  American  State,  and,  I  think,  two  Ameri- 
can Territories,  have  made  the  experiment 
ahready.  There  is  conflicting  evidence  as  to 
the  success  of  it  in  the  States,  to  which  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  referred.  Bat  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, M  I  have  said,  that  no  country  equal 
la  importance  to  our  own  has  as  yet  made  this 
experiment;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  we 
are  in  consequence  without  the  benefit  deriv- 
able from  the  experience  of  other  ooimtries. 
But,  Sir,  that  is  a  consideration  which,  while 
I  think  it  is  entitled  to  a  great  deal  of  weight, 
should  not  deter  us  from  tiJcing  action  if  we 
are  convinced  that  the  step  it  is  proposed  to 
take  is  right  and  justifiable.  It  is,  no  doubt, 
advisable  that  we  should  as  far  as  possible, 
in  proposing  great  changes  on  any  important 
questions,  look  at  them  in  the  light  of  others' 
experience;  but  it  has  been  often  remarked, 
with  regard  to  the  Australasian  Colonies  in 
particular,  that  they  have  shown  an  extraordi- 
nary lack  of  originality  in  making  new  depar- 
tures in  political  institutions.  It  has  been 
often  remarked  that  those  colonies  have  fol- 
lowed in  the  most  slavish  manner  in  the  wake 
of  the  Mother-country.  But,  Sir,  I  do  not 
suggest  that  we  should,  merely  for  the  sake 
of  making  experiments,  undertake  to  carry  out 
changes  of  so  much  importance  as  that  vnth 
which  we  are  now  asked  to  deal.  I  do  not  for 
one  moment  suggest  that  we  should  undertake 
to  make  experiments  for  the  benefit  of  other 
countries  ;  but  I  would  point  out  this  to  the 
Council,  and  it  is  worthy  of  consideration : 
that  we  are  really,  in  this  colony,  in  a  better 
position  for  carrying  out  important  changes  of 
this  sort  than  any  other  country  perhaps  in  the 
world.  We  have  a  population  that  is,  perhaps, 
superior  to  that  of  most  other  countries  in  the 
world.  Our  country  is  comparatively  small, 
our  population  limited :  at  all  events,  it  is  such 
that  it  renders  the  tiying  of  any  experiments 
of  this  class  very  much  more  simple  and  easy 
than  it  would  be,  for  example,  in  America.  But, 
Sir,  I  do  not  suggest,  and  I  do  not  say,  that 
this  is  in  itself  any  justification  for  our  making 
such  ea^riments ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
do  say  that  this  is  a  consideration  that  rather 
favours  the  making  of  such  experiments  when 
we  are  convinced  on  other  grounds  that  the 
proposal  is  in  itself  a  right  and  just  one.  Now, 
I  do  not  intend  to  go  fully  into  the  reasons 
that  influence  those  who  support  this  proposal. 
In  fact,  Sir,  the  proposition  now  made  seems 
to  me,  and  to  most  of  us  who  are  in  favour  of  it, 
a  self-evident  proposition,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  those  who  believe  that  representative  go- 
vernment is  the  most  perfect  system  of  govern- 
ment that  has  yet  been  devised  are  bound  to 
a^nit  that,  if  any  class  in  the  community  is 
unrepresented,  to  that  extent  our  representa- 
tive government  is  a  failure  and  a  disappoint- 
ment. This  is,  broadly,  the  ground  on  which 
we  put,  in  the  first  instance,  the  claim  that 
women  have  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  suffrage. 
We  profess  to  believe  that  representative  go- 
vernment is  the  best  form  of  government ;  and 
it  follows  that  all  classes  should  enjoy  repre- 
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sentation  under  that  system,  and  that,  just 
in  so  far  as  there  is  any  class  that  does  not 
enjoy  representation,  just  so  far  is  our  sys- 
tem incomplete  and  imperfect.  As  I  say,  I 
do  not  intend  to  go  fully  into  the  affirma- 
tive aigument  in  support  of  our  position,  but 
I  propose  rather  to  refer  to  a  few — ^to  two  or 
three— of  the  arguments  that  are  adduced  in 
opposition  to  our  contention.  And  here  let  me 
say  that  it  must  strike  any  one  as  strange  that 
there  should  be  so  much  opposition  in  a  coun- 
try like  this,  and  in  a  country  like  England — 
a  country  that  has  been  for  so  loog  ruled  over 
by  a  woman,  and  in  which  women  have  so 
much  distinguished  themselves  in  every  sphere 
that  has  been  thrown  open  to  them,  and  a 
country  in  which  women  are  subjected  to  all 
the  rigour  of  the  law,  subjected  to  all  the 
demands  of  the  local  tax-gatherer — a  com- 
munity in  which  a  large  class  of  women  are 
compelled  to  earn  their  own  living — I  say  it 
must  strike  any  one  who  considers  these  things 
that  it  is  a  very  remarkable  thing  that  there 
should  be  so  much  opposition  to  this  proposal ; 
because  women  have,  as  has  been  already 
pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  for  many 
years  enjoyed  other  franchises — the  municipal 
franchise,  the  education  franchise,  and  other 
franchises.  It  is  surely  incumbent  on  those  who 
propose  to  draw  the  line  at  the  parliamentary 
franchise  to  show  some  diflerence  not  merely 
in  degree  or  in  measure,  but  in  nature,  between 
this  and  the  franchises  already  conceded  to 
women.  It  seems  to  me  that  no  difference  of 
mere  degree  is  sufficient  foundation  on  which 
to  build  this  opposition  to  the  parliamentary 
franchise.  In  every  democratic  communis 
no  mere  difference  of  degree  can  be  allowed  to 
continue,  and  I  think  it  must  be  admitted 
that  we  ought  not  to  draw  the  line  at  the 
parliamentfuy  franchise  as  distinguished  from 
the  municipal  and  other  franchises.  Now, 
there  are  three  principal  arguments  which,  I 
think,  are  used  in  opposition  to  the  demands 
of  women  for  the  pajrliamentary  franchise. 
The  first  is  the  ar^ment  that  women  are 
unfit  for  the  franchise ;  and  the  second  is  the 
argument  that  the  franchise  is  unfit  for  women. 
The  third  argument  that  I  propose  to  refer  to 
is  that  women  do  not  wish  to  have  the 
franchise.  Now,  as  to  the  first  and  second  of 
these  objections,  I  think,  Sir,  they  are  in 
nature  very  much  alike.  It  seems  to  me  that 
both  of.  these  arguments  have  their  real  founda- 
tion in  the  old  and  undying  law  of  mere 
«« might."  Men  have  so  long  possessed  the  ex- 
clusive rights  and  exclusive  privileges  that  it 
is  impossible  for  them  to  conceive  there  should 
be  any  end  to  this  condition  of  things.  What 
is  implied  in  these  two  arguments  is  this :  that 
we  have  a  right  to  arrogate  to  ourselves  the 
prerogative  of  saying  what  woman  is  fit  for  and 
what  is  fit  for  Woman.  I  think  I  am  perfectly 
justified  in  saying  that  these  two  arguments 
nave  their  real  foimdation  in  the  old  law  of 
the  strongest.  It  strikes  one  as  rather  strange 
that  those  who  are  loudest  in  their  objections 
to  whatsis  called  paternal  government  are  fond- 
est of  using  this  very  argument.    It  seems  to 
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me  to  be  rather  Illogical  upon  the  part  of  those 
who  are  constantly  raising  this  objection  about 
paternal  government  that  they  should  them- 
selves arrogate  the  right  of  saying  what  women 
should  do  and  should  not  do.  But  these  are 
general  considerations  which  I  would  not 
rurther  dwell  upon.  I  would  just  now  refer 
very  shortly  to  the  three  arguments  I  have 
already  mentioned.  As  to  the  question  of  the 
fitness  of  women  to  exercise  the  franchise : 
Sir,  there  are  few  men  nowadays  who  have  the 
hardihood  to  stand  up  before  an  assembly  of 
men  or  women  and  say  in  so  many  words  that 
women  are  unfit  to  exercise  the  franchise. 
It  has  been  admitted  here,  and  is  now  con- 
stantly admitted — and  no  man  who  is  in  his 
senses  would  deny  it — that  many  women  are 
as  fit  as  most  men,  and  more  fit  than  many 
men,  to  exercise  the  franchise.  Now,  I  think 
that  this  concession  is  really  a  giving-up  of 
the  whole  matter,  because  it  seems  to  me  im- 
possible to  contend  on  the  one  hand  that  men 
are  entitled  to  the  sufirage  merely  on  the 
ground  of  sex,  and  that  women  are  disentitled 
on  the  same  ground.  For  my  part,  I  think 
that  rather  than  admit  that  women  are  un- 
fitted for  the  franchise  I  would  contend  that 
all  women  are  as  fit  as  all  men  to  exercise 
this  privilege ;  but  this  affirmative  argument 
is,  as  I  say,  now  very  seldom  given  expression 
to.  But  this  argument  has  been  expressed  in 
another  way.  It  has  been  very  much  enlarged 
upon,  and,  in  fact,  distinctly  affirmed  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  that  politics  are  entirely  be- 
yond the  sphere  of  women — that  the  proper 
sphere  of  women  is  the  nursery  and  the  kitchen, 
and  I  suppose  I  may  add  the  ballroom.  That 
is  really  what  this  argument  comes  to.  One 
of  the  marvels  of  our  civilisation  has  been 
the  perfection  to  which  woman  has  attained 
during  comparatively  recent  times.  There  is 
nothing  more  surprising  than  the  extent  to 
which  woman  has  availed  herself  of  such  op- 
portunities as  have  been  presented  to  her. 
Stoutly  and  patiently  she  has  overcome  the 
ignorance  and  brutality  of  men  by  her  loyalty 
to  her  higher  moral  ideal.  And  here  let  me 
suggest  that  there  is  a  good  deal  in  the  idea 
that  it  is  becai^  of  her  superior  morality  that 
80  much  opposition  is  shown  to  this  demand 
on  the  part  of  woman  to  be  allowed  to  take 
part  in  public  affairs.  I  think  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  there  must  be  a  great  deal  in  the 
suggestion,  when -we  consider  the  class  of  men 
who  are  fondest  of  using  this  argument.  It 
is  a  favourite  argument  with  those  who  are 
afraid  that  the  influence  of  women  would  have 
a  disastrous  effect  on  the  liquor  traffic.  I 
think  there  is  no  other  way  to  explain  the 
arguments  of  such  men.  It  simply  amounts  to 
this :  They  are  really  afraid  of  the  superior 
influence  that  would  be  exercised  by  women  if 
they  were  allowed  to  take  part  in  public  affairs. 
Let  me  refer  to  one  of  the  arguments  used  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  in  this  connection.  He 
said,  very  properly,  and  very  correctly,,  and  very 
happily,  that  it  is  a  very  objectionable  process 
to  adopt  general  laws  to  meet  particular  cases, 
and  he  used  this  argument,  I  presume,  with 
Eon.  Mr.  MacQregor 


particular  reference  to  the  undoubted  fact  that 
the  agitation  for  the  extension  of  the  suffrage 
to  women  has  received  within  recent  years  a 
great  accession  of  strength  from  an  agitation 
going  on  concurrently  with  it  in  favour  of  the 
restriction  of  the  liquor  traffic.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  this  is  a  statement  of  fact ;  but  I 
do  deny  the  application  of  the  argument  used 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen.  There  could  be  no 
greater  mistake  than  to  imagine  that  the  pre- 
sent agitation  on  this  subject  of  the  liquor 
traffic  is  merely  transitory.  This  question  of 
the  liquor  traffic  is  one  phase  of  a  very  great 
social  question,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  no  sooner  shall  we  have  disposed  in  some 
way  or  another  of  this  phase  of  our  social  ques- 
tions than  some  other  equally  important  pnase 
of  our  social  difficulties  will  present  itself  for 
solution  by  the  Legislature;  and  this  move- 
ment to  draw  into  the  sphere  of  politics  the 
superior  moral  influences  of  women  in  order  to 
further  the  solution  of  such  questions  is  really 
an  admission  of  this  fact,  of  this  feeling :  that 
the  world  can  no  longer  afford  to  do  without  ' 
this  superior  morality  of  women  when  such 
questions  as  this  liquor  traffic  and  other  ques- 
tions have  to  be  dealt  with.  We  may  rest 
assured  it  is  not  a  mere  passing  matter,  for 
all  political  questions  will  become  more  and 
more  social  questions,  and  the  questions  that 
will  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  our  legislation 
in  the  future  are  bound  to  be,  in  the  main, 
social  questions.  That  accounts  for  the  anxiety 
that  woman,  with  her  superior  instincts,  and 
superior  qualifications  for  dealing  with  these 
subjects,  should  be  introduced  in  this  case. 
This  is  not  a  mere  passing  agitation,  but  will 
continue ;  and  the  argument  used  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bowen  that  this  is  an  attempt  to  pass  a 
sweeping  and  far-reaching  law  for  the  purpose 
of  dealing  with  an  important  subject  is  entirely 
a  mistake. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 
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BILL  DISCHARGED. 
KoxioTU  Weeds  Bill. 

MANGATU  No.  1  EMPOWERING  BILL. 

Mr.  PARATA  moved,  That  the  report  on  this 
Bill  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  objections  which 
he  raised  to  this  Bill  when  it  was  first  intro- 
duced had  been  greatly  modified  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Committee:  all  the  objectionable 
features  of  the  Bill  had  been  removed.  One  of 
the  principal  reasons  why  he  did  not  propose  to 
oppose  the  Bill  that  day  was  that  it  proposed 
to  hand  over  to  the  Native  owners  of  tne  block 
the  sole  control  and  management  of  it.  So  far 
the  Bill  was  a  good  one,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  leave  this  valuable  block  of  land  in  its 
present  unsatisfactory  position.  At  the  same 
time,  the  policy  contained  in  the  Bill  was  a 
new  departure,  and,  as  he  understood  it,  was 
utterly  at  variance  with  the  proposals  contained 
in  the  Government  policy  Bills  now  before  the 
House  in  regard  to  the  disposal  and  manage- 
ment of  Native  lands.  He  tnought  that  before 
the  House  agreed  to  the  report  they  should 
have  some  expression  of  opinion  from  the 
Government  as  to  whether  they  agreed  to  the 
policy  contained  in  this  Bill  or  not.  If  this 
Bill  were  passed  in  its  present  form,  then  the 
policy  contained  in  the  Government  Bills  now 
oefore  the  House  was  not  in  accord  with  the 
proposal  contfibined  in  this  Bill,  as  that  policy 
clearly  went  in  the  direction  of  taking  the  con- 
trol of  the  land  from  the  Natives.  There  were 
a  very  large  number  of  blocks  throughout  the 
country  similarly  situated  to  Mangatu.  If  the 
Government  allowed  this  Bill  to  pass,  the]; 
could  not,  in  justice  to  other  Natives,  consist- 


ently refuse  to  pass  similar  legislation  for  their 
benefit.  He  thought  the  Government  should 
give  the  House  some  expression  of  what  their 
ideas  were  in  regard  to  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  had 
been  given  to  understand  that  this  was  a  special 
case,  and,  that  being  so,  they  did  not  object 
to  the  Bill  as  amended  goinff  through  ;  but  the 
Bill  as  originally  brought  down  was  certainly 
directly  opposed  to  the  principles  contained 
in  the  Government  legislation  affecting  Native 
lands.  The  Bill  as  now  amended  only  secured 
to  those  unrepresented  what  it  was  thought 
they  were  entitled  to.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, it  being  treated  as  a  special  OMe,  the 
Government  did  not  obiect  to  the  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

DIRECT  VETO  BILL. 
Mr.  REEVES  said  that  some  weeks  ago  he 
presented  a  petition  with,  he  thought,  some 
four  or  five  thousand  signatures  against  the 
Direct  Veto  Bill.  Since  then  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  a  gentleman  named  Thomas  F. 
Asquith,  who  stated  that  his  name  was  put  on 
the  petition  without  his  knowledge,  and  re- 
quested that  the  fact  be  made  public. 

LAND-SCRIP. 

Mr.  SHERA  brought  up  the  following  report 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee : — 

*'  The  Public  Accounts  Committee  have  to 
report  that  they  have  taken  evidence,  and 
considered  the  transactions  in  the  Canterbury 
Land  District  which  were  referred  to  them,  in 
which  scrip  was  used  in  the  purchase  of  land. 

'*  1.  The  following  are  the  transactions  and 
their  dates : — 


pAsnctTLABS  of  ScBiP  uscd  in  Payment  of  Ellesmere  Lands,  District  of  Canterbury,  by 

Mr.  J.  G.  Murray. 


Office  of  Issue, 

and  to  whom 

Scrip 

ori^ally 

issued. 


Total 
Amount. 


Amount 
isBued. 


Where  and 
by  Whom 
exercised. 


+ 
When 
lodged. 


I 


Total 

used  by 

Mr.  Murray. 


Excess 
of  Legal 
Limit. 


Auckland — 
J.  Paterson 


R.  M.  Paterson 
James  Fairlie 

Carried  forward 


£    s.    d. 
544  12    0 


&     s.  d, 
09    0    0 

445  12    0 


544  12    0 


544  12    0 


928    6    0 


928    6    0 


682  12    0 


94    0    0 
588  12    0 


682  12    0 


682  12    0 


Auckland — 

J.  Smith 
Canterbury — 

J.  G.  Murray 


Ditto 


I 


£    s.    d. 
445  12    0 


£    s.    d. 


928    6    0423    6    0 


588  12    0 


88  12    0 


^1,957  10    tf511  18    0, 


f  Note.— The  sale  was  held  on  the  15th  November,  1889,  and  on  the  same  day  26  per  cent,  of  the 
purchase-money  was  paid  in  cash.  About  the  Xst  December^  1889,  the  scrip  was  tendered  as  part-pajrment 
of  the  balance  of  the  purchase-money.  The  officers  of  the  department  for  some  time  refused  to  accept  it, 
bat,  after  some  controversy,  the  scrip  was  finally  accepted  by  the  department  on  the  15th  January,  1800. 
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PABraouuAS  of  QcaxF—contiinued, 


(MBoaof  iMne, 

and  to  whom 

Scrip 

origixuiJly 

iflsned. 


Total 
Amonnt. 


Amount 
isnied. 


Where  and 
by  Whom 
ezerolied. 


+ 
When 
lodged. 


Total 

used  by 

Mr.  Murray. 


Bxeew 
of  Legal 
LlmST 


Brought  forward 
Aaokland— 
J.  Oowan 


£     s.  d. 
663    6    0 


£    8.  d. 


490    0    0 
173    6    0 


6    0 


663    6    0 


P.  S.  McLean 


A.  J.  MoLean. 


F.  Habbard 


M.Noake 


716    6    6 


490    0    0 
2S6    6    6 


716    6    6 


716    6    6 


604    6    0 


356    0    0 
248    6    0 


604    6    0 


604    6    0 


1,006    0    0 


291  0  0 
187  9  0 
529  11    0 


1,008    0    01,008    0    0 


200    0    0     200    0    6 


•• 

Ganterboxy—    | 

J.G 

Murray 

Ditto 

•• 

ecember,  1889. 

«f 

•  • 

aa 

<r 

•• 

<r 

•• 

£     8.  d 
1,967  10 


0611 


8.  d. 
18    0 


173    6    0 


6    6 


24S>  6    0 


529' 11    0 


200    0    0 


11    0 


t 


Legallimit       ..  ..  ..  ..    £500    0    0 

Noake'B  scrip,  Naval  and  Military  Settlers' 

and  Volunteers'  Land  Act    . .  . .      200    0 


3,334  19    0541    9    0 


700    0    0 


2,634  19    0541    9    0 


f  Bee  note  page  843. 


Pabtioulabs  of  ScBiP  exercised  in  Purchase  of  Grown  Lands  by  Mrs.  Jessy  Bhodes  in  the 

Land  District  of  Canterbury. 


To  whom  Scrip 

was  originally 

iBsned. 

Total 
Amount. 

Of&oe 

of 
iBsae. 

Amouit 
exercised. 

Where 

Scrip 

exercised. 

By  whom  Scrip 
exercised. 

Date  when  Serip 

G.  B.  Enorpp 
C.  B.  Knorpp 

£     8.    d. 
485  10    6 
513    3    6 

Auokland 
Auokland 

£     8.     d. 
485  10    6 
513    3    6 

Ganterbury 
Oanterbury 

Jessy  Rhodes 
Jessy  Bhodes 

March  25, 1891. 
Masoh25,1891. 

998  14  '0 

998  14    0 

**  2.  The  scrip  lodged  before  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1889,  seems  to  have  been  properly  used 
mider  *  The  New  Zealand  State  Forests  Act 
Amendment  Act,  1888,'  as  it  bears  the  in- 
dorsement of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Auck- 
Mr.  8hera 


land  Land  District,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands ;  save  that  more  than  £500 
was  used  by  one  person.  The  oases  in  which 
that  occurs  are  marked  with  an  asterisk  {*),. 
and,  so  far  as  more  than  £500  waa  used,  the 
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nse  was  unlawful.  The  transfer  of  the  scrip 
seems  to  be  limited  to  £500,  if  he  takes  advan- 
tage of  the  1888  Act. 

"  8.  The  scrip  that  has  been  used  after  the 
dlst  December,  1890,  was,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee,  unlawfully  used  on  two 
grounds : — 

"  (a.)  That  so  issued  after  the  passina  of  the 
Act  of  1888  was  not  used  under  that 
Act,  fibs  section  8  was  not  complied 
with,  the  scrip  not  having  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Lands  prior  to  the  dOth  June,  1889, 
for  his  indorsement. 
"  (5.)  The  scrip  was  used  after  the  81st  De- 
cember,  1890.    It  will  be  seen  from 
the  perusal  of  the  decision  of  the 
Oourt   of  Appeal,    in    the  case  of 
Paterson  and  Another  versus  Hum- 
phries (New  Zealand  Law  Beports, 
Vol.  viii.,  pp.   297-807),  that  the 
scrip  could  only  be  used  in  the  pro- 
vincial district  in  which  the  tree- 
planting  had  taken  place,   unless 
the   terms   of   the   3zd    section    of 
*The  New  Zealand  State  Forests 
Act  Amendment    Act,    1888,*  had 
been  complied  with ;  and  these  pro- 
visions were  not  complied  with  by 
the  holders  of  the  scrip. 
"4.  Mr.  Enorpp's  scrip  was  purchased  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Whyte,  and  by  him  sold  to  Mr. 
A.  E.  G.  Rhodes,  M.H.B.,  who   exercised  it 
on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Jessy  Bhodes.    Before  Mr. 
Rhodes  purchased  the  scrip,  he  obtained  the 
opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment in  Canterbury,  and  he  was  informed  that 
tiie  scrip  was  in  order  and  bould  be  used  in  the 
purchase  of  land.    Your  Committee  are  con- 
vinoed  that  the  scrip  was  tendered  by  Mr. 
Bhodes,  and  accepted  by  the  Receiver  of  Land 
Revenue,  in  perfect  good-faith,  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  was  valid  and  negotiable  in 
Canterbury  for  the  full  amount  named  upon 
it ;  and  that  no  charge  whatever  can  be  made 
against  either  of  them  in  regard  to  these  trans- 
aotions. 

**  5.  That,  though  the  scrip  could  not  have 
been  used  in  Canterbury,  it  could  have  been 
used  in  the  purchase  of  land  in  Auckland  to 
the  amount  of  its  face-value. 

"6.  Prom  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Whyte,  the 
Committee  find  that,  by  a  personal  interview 
with  Ministers,  in  Wellington,  immediately 
after  the  sale  of  Ellesmere  lands  Mr.  Whyte 
obtained  irregular  and  illegal  concessions  from 
Ifinisters  as  to  the  use  of  his  scrip  in  the  pay- 
ment of  Ellesmere  lands  purchased  by  Mr.  J.  6. 
Murray,  in  Christchurch,  which  gave  illegal 
currency  in  Canterbury  to  a  large  quantity  of 
scrip  held  or  conditionally  sold  by  Mr.  Whyte. 
"  7.  Prom  the  evidence  of  the  late  Minister 
of  Lands,  Mr.  Bichardson,  the  Committee  find 
that  he  not  only  put,  but  that  he  still  puts,  a 
oonstruotion  upon  the  laws  under  which  he 
was  required  to  act  not  consistent  with  the 
^visions  of  the  1888  Act,  and  that  he  dis- 
ttgarded  or  misunderstood  the  decision  of  the 


Court  of  Appeal  in  the  case  of  Paterson  and 
Another  versus  Humphries. 

<*  8.  By  documents  and  dates  laid  before  it, 
the  Committee  find  that  the  land  officers  in 
Christchurch  overlooked  or  disregarded  theii 
latest  instructions  when  accepting  scrip  to  the 
value  of  £998  148.  from  Mr.  A.  E.  O.  Bhodes, 
M.H.B.,  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Jessy  Bhodes,  in 
payment  for  Crown  land  sold  to  her  on  the 
25th  March,  1891. 

"9.  The  Committee  find  that  information 
that  scrip  would  be  accepted  in  payment  for 
the  Ellesmere  lands  was  obtained  in  a  semi- 
private  manner  from  Ministers  or  officials  by 
persons  who  thus  obtained  an  undue  advantage 
over  the  general  public.  In  justice  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  to  the  public  revenue,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that,  if  scrip  was  to  be  accepted  at  all, 
timely  notice  should  have  been  given  to  the 
public  to  that  effect. 

**  10.  However  much  these  irregularities  are 
to  be  regretted,  the  colony  is  clearly  bound 
by  the  actions  or  errors  of  its  Ministers  and 
officers,  and  has  now  no  practical  remedy  for 
them.  The  purchasers,  in  all  cases,  have  com- 
plied with  the  demands  of  our  Land  officers, 
and  there  is  no  ground  to  justify  a  demand  for 
a  refund  from  Mrs.  Jessy  Bhodes,  or  for  with- 
holding a  title  for  the  land  purchased  after  her 
agent  has  complied  with  all  the  conditions 
demanded  from  him  by  the  Land  officers. 

**  11.  The  Committee  approve  of  the  action 
of  the  present  Minister  of  Lands  in  disallowing 
the  surcharge  against  the  late  Beceiverof  Land 
Bevenue  at  Cbnstchurch." 

He  moved.  That  the  report  do  lie  upon  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  had  a  word  or  two  to 
say  with  regard  to  the  report.  It  appeued  to 
him  that  the  matter,  having  been  deferred 
until  so  long  after  date,  had  now  been  brought 
up  with  something  more  than  a  desire  to 
ascertain  the  facts.  It  appeared  to  him — 
although  he  might  be  wrong — that  it  was 
done  to  attempt  to  politically  injure  the  Hon. 
Mr.  J.  £.  Whyte,  Mr.  Bhodes,  and  hun- 
self.  He  considered  that  in  one  or  two  parti- 
culars the  report  did  not  set  out  fairly  and 
fully  the  position.  To  start  with,  it  was  as- 
sumed that  undue  advantage  had  been  given  to 
Mr.  Whyte  by  the  late  Government — that  the 
late  Government  had  favoured  unduly  the  ex- 
ercise of  scrip  for  the  purchase  of  land.  The 
way  the  trouble  commenced  was  this:  His 
predecessor,  Mr.  Ballance,  shortly  before  leav- 
ing office,  had  caused  an  advertisement  to  be 
published  in  the  public  prints  of  the  colony 
inviting  all  persons  who  had  claims  under 
the  Porest-trees-planting  Acts  to  send  in  their 
claims.  That  led  to  Qie  Government  being 
simply  deluded  with  claims  from  everybody  who 
had  the  slightest  approach  to  a  plantation, 
though  it  was  quite  obvious  that  in  many  in- 
stances those  who  so  made  application  had 
made  the  plantations  without  any  intention  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  Act.  So  far  as  possible 
those  claims  had  been  resisted,  a  large  num- 
ber having  been  shown  to  be  informal ;  but  the 
officers  of  the  Government  approved  of  a  great 
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many,  amouoting  to  aveiylarge  siun  of  money. 
So  strongly  did  the  late  Government  oppose  the 
issue  of  scrip  that  they  took  the  matter  to  the 
Court  ol  Appeal.  The  matter  was  carried  to 
^e  Court  of  Appeal  on  two  or  three  points, 
the  first  of  those  points  being,  whether  scrip 
issued  in  a  provincial  district  could  be  limited 
under  the  Act  of  1871  to  an  extent  of  land  of 
250  acres,  or  whether  it  could  be  limited  or  was 
limited  to  the  extent  of  £500  as  provided  in  the 
Act  of  1888 ;  but  on  aJl  the  points  submitted  to 
the  Court  of  Appeal  that  Court  decided  against 
the  Government  all  along  the  line.  The  Court 
decided  that  scrip  issued  or  exercised  in  a  land 
district  with  a  face-vaJue  was  exercisable  to 
the  full  extent  of  that  value  ;  but  it  said,  also, 
that  if  the  holder  of  scrip  voluntarily  took  it 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  and  heid 
it  indorsed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
1880,  then  it  became  limited  to  the  amount  of 
£500  outside  of  the  district  for  which  it  was 
issued.  But  that  was  a  voluntary  aot,  and 
one  which  many  holders  had  no  opporliunity 
of  making,  because  it  was  issued  to  them  after 
the  prescribed  date  was  passed.  One  allega- 
tion raised  before  the  Committee,  and  brought 
out  in  the  report,  was  that,  contrary  to  the 
decision  of  the  Appeal  Court,  the  Govern- 
ment allowed  land-scrip  to  be  exercised  as 
cash  in  the  purchase  of  the  Ellesmere  lands. 
It  was  true  that  the  Government  allowed  scrip 
to  be  used,  but  it  was  not  true  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  decision  of  the  Appeal  Court.  On 
page  3  of  the  document  the  position  was  set 
out  in  the  clearest  and  most  unmistakable 
language.  This  was  the  language  of  the  Court : 
"The  order,  in  short,  is,  for  land-purchasing 
purposes,  equivalent  to  cash,  and  no  limit  is 
specified  of  the  quantity  of  land  that  may  be 
purchased  by  it."  The  scrip  once  issued,  being 
m  all  respects  perfect  and  right,  and  properly 
issued,  was  a  legal  tender  as  cash  for  any 
land  sold  for  cash,  and  no  Gbvemment  could 
honourably  refuse  it.  There  was  one  point 
which,  it  seemed  to  him,  the  Committee  failed 
to  inquire  into ;  it  was  a  most  important  point 
with  regard  to  the  whole  question.  The  Court 
of  Appeal  dealt  with  the  point  with  regard  to 
'  the  exercise  of  land-scrip  which  bore  on  the 
face  of  it  these  words:  "Exercisable  within 
the  *  Land '  or  *  Provincial '  District  of  "  So-and- 
so,  and  their  decision  was  that  it  could  be 
exercised  to  the  full  extent.  But  what  really 
afiected  the  whole  question  was,  that  a  very 
large  quantity  of  scrip  was  issued  with  these 
words :  "  Exercisable  in  any  part  of  the  colony." 
Now,  those  were  negotiable  documents,  trans- 
ferable, and  bearing  on  the  face  a  certain  value 
exercisable  for  cash  in  any  part  of  the  colony. 
The  Government  could  not  refuse  the  tender ; 
and  the  point  he  said  the  Committee  failed  to 
inquire  into,  and  what  he  would  have  liked  to 
see  inquired  into,  was  this :  How  did  it  come 
about  that  land-scrip  so  faced  was  issued  ?  By 
whose  authority  was  land-scrip  issued  giving 
the  holder  the  right  to  exercise  it  in  any  part 
of  the  colony  ?  That  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  most 
important  point  in  the  matter,  and  one  which 
had  been  entirely  overlooked.  Now,  following 
Mr.  Richardson 


on  with  regard  to  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal — again  on  page  3  :  it  went  on  to  say, — 

"  This  gives  the  key  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  later  Acts,  as  the  Legislature  must  not  be 
supposed  to  have  passed  any  enactment  which 
would  constitute  a  breach  of  faith,  unless  the 
terms  are  beyond  all  question  clear  enough  to 
show  that  no  other  possible  construction  can  be 
placed  upon  it." 

And,  again,  on  the  last  page, — 

"  To  decide  in  any  other  way  would  have  led 
to  the  result  that  the  plaintiffs  had  done  work 
on  the  faith  of  a  promise  of  the  Legislature, 
and  that  the  Legislature  had  gone  back  from 
its  promise.  In  our  opinion,  it  is  clear,  not 
only  that  no  intention  to  evade  any  promise  is 
shown,  but  that  the  various  Acts,  when  criti- 
cally scanned,  indicate  no  suspicion  of  any  such 
intention." 

No  authority  was  given  by  him  to  receive 
scrip  indorsed  under  the  Act  of  1880  beyond 
£500 ;  and  the  memorandum  sent  by  his  (Mr. 
Bichardson's)  instructions  to  the  Beceiver  of 
Land  Revenue  in  Christchurch  with  regard  to 
the  matter  was  such  a  memorandum  as  he 
would  now  send  if  the  same  thing  had  to  be 
done  again.  It  was  this :  '*  Having  regard  to  all 
the  circumstances  " — that  was,  the  decision  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal — "  and  the  desirability  of 
ending  the  matter  of  the  forest-trees-plan tin^ 
scrip,  no  objection  will  be  made  to  its  bein|( 
received  as  pa3rment  for  Ellesmere  lands.** 
This  WfibS  no  authority  to  receive  scrip  if  not 
proper  scrip,  but  simply  a  general  authority 
to  receive  scrip  as  cash,  on  the  supposition 
that  the  officers  who  took  it  would  see  th&t 
it  was  proper  scrip.  To  show  how  mislead- 
ing, without  explanation,  the  report  was,  it 
gave  a  schedule  of  scrip  exercised,  and  par- 
ticulars of  when,  and  to  whom,  it  was  issued, 
and  by  whom  it  was  exercised.  In  these  i>ar- 
ticulars  it  was  correct,  but  it  failed  to  give 
information  on  one  point — ^what  did  the  scrip 
bear  on  the  face  of  it  ?  He  said  that  in  almost 
every  case  it  bore  on  its  face  that  it  might  be 
exercised  **  in  any  part  of  the  colony."  It  ap- 
peared that  objections  had  been  taken  by  the 
officers  in  Christchurch  to  certain  irregularities- 
— the  scrip  not  being  properly  transferred  or 
properly  signed.  They  said,  "  One  of  the  scrip 
only  exercisable  in  the  Auckland  District.'* 
From  that  it  might  be  assumed  that  that  was- 
the  only  scrip  tendered  in  Christchurch  that 
was  limited  to  the  Auckland  District.  The 
report  just  read  said,  under  section  3, — 

'*  (a.)  That  [the  scrip]  so  issued  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1888  was  not  used  under 
that  Act,  as  section  3  was  not  complied  with, 
the  scrip  not  having  been  presented  to  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  prior  to  the  80th 
June,  1889,  for  his  indorsement." 

It  could  not  be  presented  for  indorsement,  for 
the  time  had  lapsed.  Then  the  report  went 
on  to  say  that  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  was  that  the  scrip  could  only  be  used 
in  the  provincial  district  in  which  tree-planting 
took  place.  There  was  nothing  of  that  sort  at 
all  in  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal. 
The  decision  said  the  scrip  was  exercisable  in 
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the  district  shown  on  the  face  of  it,  and  was 
limited  only  by  its  foce-yalue.  It  was  decided 
on  what  was  shown  on  the  face  of  the  docu- 
ment. So  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  this  por- 
tion of  the  Committee's  report  was  not  cor- 
rect. Paragraph  5  said,  **That,  though  the 
scrip  could  not  have  been  used  in  Canter- 
bury, it  could  have  been  used  in  the  pur- 
chase of  land  in  Auckland  to  the  amount  of 
its  face- value."  That  also  was  incorrect.  It 
should  have  read,  '*That,  though  the  scrip 
could  not  be  used  in  Canterbury  beyond  £500." 
With  regard  to  section  6  of  the  report,  he  took 
exception  to  this  statement  as  distinctly  con- 
trary to  fact : — 

"Prom  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Whyte,  the 
Committee  find  that,  by  a  personal  interview 
with  Ministers  in  Wellington,  immediately 
after  the  sale  of  Ellesmere  lands,  on  the  15th 
Janoaiy,  1890,  Mr.  Whyte  obtained  irregular 
and  illegal  concessions  from  Ministers  as  to 
the  use  of  his  scrip  in  the  payment  of  Elles- 
mere lands  purchased  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Murray,  in 
Christchurch,  which  gave  illegal  currency  in 
Canterbury  to  a  laige.  quantity  of  scrip  held  or 
conditionally  sold  by  Mr.  Whyte." 

In  his  reading,  there  was  no  "illegal  cur- 
rency," as  he  considered  it  to  have  been  his 
duty — as  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  present 
Minister  of  Lands  if  anybody  lawfully  held 
scrip  giving  him  the  right  to  exercise  it  "in 
any  part  of  the  colony  "  —  the  Appeal  Court 
having;  decided  it  shomd  be  taken  as  cash— to 
accept  it,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  no  right  to  refuse  it.  He 
took  up  that  position.  There  was  one  point 
which  was  not  brought  out  in  this  report, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  plainly  showed  its  party 
character.  The  action  of  the  present  Minis- 
ter was  onlv  commented  upon  in  respect  to 
one  favourable  feature;  but  the  Committee 
appeared  to  have  ignored  the  fact  that,  if  he 
(Mr.  Richardson^  was  a  sinner, — though  he  did 
not  admit  that  ne  was, — the  present  Minister 
of  Lands  was  equally  a  sinner — and  he  did  not 
hold  the  honourable  gentleman  was  to  blame 
either, — because  the  Rhodes  transaction  took 
place  months  after  the  honourable  gentleman 
took  office.  He  (Mr.  Bichardson)  said  he  could 
not  have  refused  it.  But  its  exercise  be- 
yond £500  was  against  his  (Mr.  Richardson's) 
written  instructions,  which,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
had  never  been  cancelled  or  interfered  with. 
So  that  what  was  sauce  for  one  was  sauce 
for  the  other,  and,  if  he  (Mr.  Richardson)  was 
to  be  blamed  in  this  matter,  then  he  felt 
bound  to  say  that  one-fourth  of  the  scrip  exer- 
cised in  Canterbury  was  so  exercised  some 
three  months  after  the  honourable  gentleman 
took  office.  There  was,  however,  nothing  said 
of  that  in  this  report,  and  it  appeared  to  be 
one-sided. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE  wished  to  correct  the 
honourable  gentleman.  He  knew  nothing  of 
the  scrip  ;  it  was  never  brought  before  him  ;  he 
did  not  know  of  its  being  used;  it  was  never 
brought  before  him  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  he  knew  nothing  of 
what  was  on  the  face  of  the  scrip  any  more 


than  the  hononrable  gentleman.  It  was  left  to 
the  officers  of  the  department  to  see  that  it  was 
right ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  was  re- 
sponsible for  what  took  place  during  his  adminis- 
tration, in  the  same  way  as  he  (Mr.  Richard- 
son) was  responsible  for  what  took  place  during 
his  administration.  If  it  had  been  exercised 
within  a  few  weeks  of  his  taking  office  he 
should  have  said  nothing  about  it;  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  plenty  of  time  to 
know,  and  he  ought  to  have  known,  all  that 
was  goin^  on  in  the  matter.  He  was  in  the 
same  position  as  himself  in  regard  to  it.  He 
imputed  no  blame  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, for  the  exercise  of  that  scrip  was  perfectly 
right.  If  on  the  face  of  scrip  it  was  stated  that 
it  could  be  exercised  in  any  part  of  the  colony, 
which,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  was  the  case,  then, 
he  asked,  would  any  Government  be  justified 
in  refusing  such  eorip  and  in  dishonouring  its 
own  paper? 

Sir  R.  STOUT  might  say  there  were  some 
paragraphs  in  the  report  he  did  not  agree  with, 
and  it  would  be  seen  from  the  division-lists 
that  he  voted  against  some  of  tfaem.  He  rose 
to  set  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura 
right,  because  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  seem  even  to  understand  the  case  referred 
to  in  the  report.  He  was  not  even  now  master 
of  it ;  and  ne  (Sir  R.  Stout)  would  state  very 
shortly  what  was  decided  in  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peal. The  Act  showed  that,  if  a  person  was  to 
get  payment  for  having  planted  trees  under 
"The  Forest-trees  Flantmg  Encouragement 
Act,  1871,"  he  was  entitled  under  our  Acts  to 
get  scrip.  The  first  provision  was  in  the  Act 
of  1885.  Section  80  gave  him  £2  an  acre.  This 
was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  1888,  and  it  was 
the  provisions  of  that  Act  that  haid  to  be  con- 
sidered in  reference  to  this  report.  ThAt  Act 
provided  that  if  persons  took  advantage  of  the 
Act  they  must  present  the  scrip  before  the  80th 
June,  1889,  and  they  must  exercise  their  scrip 
before  the  30th  December,  1890.  If  they  did 
that,  they  could  get  sorip  in  any  part  of  the 
colony.  They  were  not  limited  to  the  pro- 
vincial district  in  which  the  trees  had  been 
planted.  If,  however,  they  did  not  take  advan- 
tage of  that  Act,  then  they  could  only  get  land 
in  the  provincial  district  in  which  the  trees  had 
been  planted.  Now,  some  of  this  scrip  was  in-, 
dorsed  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  1888,  but  it 
had  to  be  exercised  before  the  81st  December, 
1890.  With  regard  to  the  Ellesmere  lands,  the 
Act  of  1888  provided  that  the  scrip  must  be 
limited  to  £500  in  value.  .Whether  it  was  that 
the  £500  was  only  to  be  allowed  to  the  holder 
of  scrip  or  to  the  transferee  was  a  moot  point. 
He  thought  it  included  a  transferee ;  but 
the  House  would  see  that  Mr.  Murray  ex- 
ercised too  much  scrip.  In  the  one  instance 
he  exercised  £500  too  much,  and  in  the  other 
some  thousands  of  pounds  too  much.  As  to 
the  second  exercise  of  scrip,  that  was  utterly 
void  under  the  Act  of  1888.  That  scrip  could 
not  be  used  in  Canterbury  at  all,  because  it 
was  used  after  the  81st  December,  1890,  and 
therefore  it  was  utterly  useless  and  was  void  as 
far  as  Canterbury  was  concerned.    But  tha 
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Court  of  Appeal  held  that,  though  scrip  would 
be  void  for  other  parts  of  the  colony,  yet  a 
person  did  not  lose  his  right  to  the  scrip  being 
exercisable  in  the  provincial  district  of  the 
colony  where  the  trees  had  been  planted.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sjpoken 
seemed  to  him  not  to  understand  the  distinc- 
tion. The  fact  of  what  appeared  on  the  face 
of  it  did  not  make  it  legal  scrip ;  it  must  be  in 
pursuance  of  the  Act  of  1888,  and  the  terms  of 
the  Act  must  be  strictly  complied  with.  As  to 
some  of  the  paragraphs  reflecting  upon  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  Mr.  Whyte,  he  did 
not  think  they  were  in  proper  form.  He  voted 
against  them  in  Committee,  and  therefore  did 
not  feel  called  upon  to  discuss  them.  This 
land-scrip  was  received  in  Oanterbury  for  the 
purchase  of  Crown  lands  vrithout  any  know- 
ledge of  or  reference  to  the  Minister  of  Lands 
in  Wellington,  who  therefore  had  no  control 
over  the  matter  whatever.  It  had  been  received 
by  the  Beceiver  in  Christchuroh,  disregard- 
ing the  memorandum  that  had  been  sent 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  when 
he  was  Minister  of  Lands,  issued  by  him  in 
June,  1890 :  that  order  which  he  had  given  had 
been  disregarded  by  the  Receiver,  or  overlooked 
both  by  the  Beceiver  and  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Lands.  So  that  he  did  not  think  any  one 
was  to  blame.  It  was  an  oversight  of  the  office. 
He  did  not  think  that  either  the  late  or  the 
present  Minister  of  Lands  was  to  blame.  In 
that  respect  he  did  not  think  that  paragraphs 
6  and  9,  especially,  were  accurate. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  it  would  be 
right,  in  the  case  of  a  report  brought  down, 
the  principal  paragraph  oi  which  was  carried 
unanimously,  to  allow  it  to  be  challenged  in 
respect  of  the  other  paragraphs.  There  might 
have  been  some  inconsistency  as  regarded  para- 
graphs 6  and  9;  but  what  did  paragraph  6 
say?— 

"  From  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Whyte  the  Com- 
mittee find  that  by  a  personal  interview  with 
Ministers  in  Wellington  iiomediately  after  the 
sale  of  Ellesmere  lands,  on  the  16th  January, 
1890,  Mr.  Whyte  obtained  irregular  and  illegal 
concessions  from  Ministers  as  to  the  use  of  his 
scrip  in  the  payment  of  Ellesmere  lands  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  T.  G.  Murray  in  Christchuroh, 
which  gave  illegal  currency  in  Canterbury  to  a 
large  quantity  of  scrip  held  or  conditionally 
sold  by  Mr.  Whyte." 

On  the  Appropriation  Bill  last  session  he 
made  a  statement  to  the  House  that  the  late 
Minister  of  Lands,  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura,  in  defiance  of  the  law,  in  defiance  of 
advice  tendered,  in  defiance  of  the  decision  of 
the  Appeal  Court,  had  made  a  concession  im- 

Ex>perly ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  chflJ- 
nged  him  to  produce  the  papers.  He  said 
he  would  produce  these  papers,  and  leave  the 
House  to  judge  as  between  what  he  had  stated 
and  other  statements  that  were  altogether  in- 
correct. Well,  after  a  time  had  elapsed— during 
the  recess — he  questioned  very  mucn  whether  he 
would  take  any  further  steps  whatever  in  regard 
to  it ;  but  they  were  brought  face  to  face  with 
this  fact :  that  on  the  first  or  the  second  day  of 
Sir  B,  Stout 


the  session  the  Auditor-Qeneral  reported  to  the 
House  the  illegality  that  had  taken  place — that 
was,  that  a  sum  of  money  had  been  lost,  and 
that  illegal  scrip  had  been  exercised  in  respect 
of  the  purchase  of  this  land.  He  indirectly 
brought  up  the  whole  question  by  referring  to 
this  surcharge  which  he  had  made,  and  which 
had  been  disallowed  by  the  Minister  of  Lands. 
Then,  there  was  nothing  for  them  to  do,  in  the 
face  of  that  report  from  the  Auditor-General, 
except  to  do  what  the  Government  had  done 
— ask  that  the  whole  of  this  question  as  to  the 
ej^ercise  of  the  scrip  should  be  referred  to  the 
Public  Accoimts  Committee;  and  the  finding 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  as  to  the 
illegaJity  was  unanimous.  There  was  no  ques- 
tion whatever  about  that.  This  was  very  dear : 
that  all  amounts  over  £500  of  the  Auckland 
scrip,  exercised  by  any  one  person  in  Canter- 
bury, were  illegally  exercised;  and  he  could 
not  understand  even  now  why  the  honourable 
gentleman  persisted  in  his  statement,  notwith- 
standing the  finding  of  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
notwithstanding  the  advice  that  was  tendered 
to  him  at  the  time,  and  notwithstanding  that 
they  had  there  conscientiouslv  gone  into  the 
question,  and  were  bound  to  find — ^it  was  im- 
possible to  find  otherwise  —  that  the  Audit 
Department  and  everybody  else  were  able 
to  come  to  only  one  opinion.  And  yet  the 
honourable  gentleman  evidently  still  adhered - 
to  the  course  that  he  took  at  the  time.  Then, 
there  was  this  difference — and  it  was  a  material 
difference  —  as  between  the  position  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  that  of  his  col- 
league the  Minister  of  Lands  :  After  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Whyte  had  purchased  in  Christchuroh  at 
the  land  sale  he  paid  a  deposit,  and  in  his 
own  evidence  he  admitted  that  he  left  the 
deposit,  came  to  Wellington,  and  interviewed 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  there  got  his 
consent  to  the  exercise  of  his  scrip  illegally 
and  over  the  £500. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  so.  He  only  took 
it  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Whyte,  and  they 
must  take  the  evidence  as  it  was  given.  The 
honourable  gentleman  might  have  forgotten, 
but  they  had  had  conclusive  evidence,  with 
regard  to  paragraph  6,  from  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Whyte  himself,  that  he  had  obtained  irre- 
gular and  illegal  concessions  from  MinisteiB 
as  to  the  use  of  his  scrip  in  regard  to  the  Elles- 
mere lands.  Of  course  there  was  correspond- 
ence which  showed  this  to  be  the  case.  There 
were  telegrams  from  Wellington  to  Auckland, 
and  from  Auckland  to  Christchuroh,  and  from 
Christchuroh  to  Wellington.  There  was  no 
doubt  about  that,  and  there  was  absolute  proof 
of  it;  and  there  were  the  cheques  given  and 
held  over,  and  which  were  lodged  on  account  of 
the  purchaser ;  and  therefore  it  was  impossible 
under  the  circumstances  to  say  that  such  a 
concession  had  not  been  made.  There  was  also 
this  phase  of  the  question :  In  paragraph  9  the 
report  of  the  Committee  put  the  matter  very 
clearly,  and  showed  that  this  scrip  had  been 
obtained  in  a  semi-private  manner.  Any  per- 
son knowing  this  to  be  the  case,  and  knowing 
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that  the  Minister  had  agreed  to  this  being  a 
private  arrangement,  mast  know  that  an  undue 
advantage  had  been  given  over  the  general 
pQblic ;  and  those  who  held  scrip,  and  who  could 
nave  exercised  it  if  this  had  been  generally 
known,  were  prevented  from  doing  so.  Had 
it  been  generally  known  that  the  Government, 
inespective  of  the  law  and  of  the  decision  of 
the  Appeal  Court,  would  allow  the  land-scrip 
to  be  exercised  to  the  extent  of  its  face-value, 
others  could  have  exercised  their  scrip ;  and  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  come  to  the 
House  to  have  his  action  rectified,  then,  per- 
haps, it  could  not  have  been  said,  as  it  was  now 
said  in  paragraph  9,  that  an  injustice  had  been 
done  to  the  public  and  to  the  Treasury.  That 
was  what  was  complained  of,  and,  he  thought, 
very  properly  so.  The  action  of  the  officers, 
and  other  matters  which  had  transpired  since, 
had  trammelled  to  a  great  extent  the  action  of 
the  Committee,  and  would  have  had  an  im- 
portant bearing  on  the  decision,  because  the 
officers  did  not  obey  the  instructions  which 
had  been  sent  from  the  Head  Office.  These 
instructions  had  been  overlooked,  and  the 
scrip  was  issued,  irrespective  of  instructions 
to  the  contrary.  But,  with  regard  to  subse- 
quent instructions,  he  did  not  think  the  officers 
were  to  blame.  From  the  commencement  to 
the  finish  they  must  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  scrip  was  only  exercisable  in  the 
Auckland  District  to  the  extent  of  the  full 
face -value,  but  in  any  other  district  only  to 
the  extent  of  £500.  That  it  had  been  exer- 
cised to  very  much  over  that  was  proved  by 
the  schedule  to  this  report ;  and  then  there 
was  a  fact  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
seemed  to  have  overlooked,  and  that  was  that, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  knew  very  well, 
there  was  an  Act  which  provided  that  all 
moneys  received  for  the  sale  of  land  at  EUes- 
mere  must  be  set  apart.  They  were  trust 
moneys  in  connection  with  the  Ellesmere 
Trust,  and  any  sale  at  Ellesmere  was  different 
from  a  sale  in  any  other  part  of  Canterbury  or 
other  portion  of  the  colony.  Therefore  there 
were  two  illegalities :  first,  in  the  scrip  being 
exercised  to  the  extent  of  over  £500  ;  and, 
secondly,  in  taking  land  which  the  law  said 
should  only  be  sold  for  cash.  That  was  beyond 
question,  and  he  had  introduced  a  Bill  this 
session  providing  to  take  money  from  the  con- 
solidated revenue  to  replace  the  trust  moneys 
for  which  scrip  was  taken  for  payment  in  re- 
gard to  the  Ellesmere  lands.  He  had  given  the 
honourable  gentleman  an  opportunity,  in  intro- 
ducing that  Bill,  had  he  thought  fit  so  to  do, 
to  chsJlenge  the  report  of  the  Auditor-General, 
or  the  action  of  the  Gk)vernment  in  providing 
by  legislation,  as  they  had  to  do,  a  remedy  for  the 
illecaUty  which  had  taken  place.  Whatever 
doubts  there  might  be  with  regard  to  the  use  of 
the  scrip,  there  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
scrip  could  not  be  exercised  in  regard  to  the 
Ellesmere  lands,  because  those  lands  were  only 
to  be  sold  for  cash,  and  the  proceeds  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  trust  fund.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  endeavoured  to  bring  in  the 
late  rame  Minister,  Mr.  Ballanoe.     He  did 


not  know  why  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  have  brought  that  gentleman's  name 
in,  or  the  course  he  had  taken  in  respect,  of 
this  matter,  for  it  did  not  help  the  honourable 
gentleman's  case  one  iota.  Ko  doubt  it  was 
true  that  the  late  Mr.  Ballanoe  gave  notice  foe 
the  scrip  issued  to  be  produced,  and  the  Govern- 
ment might  have  been  deluged  with  scrip,  but 
that  notice  was  simply  to  ascertain  what  scrip 
was  outstanding,  and  that  scrip  could  only  be 
exercised  as  the  law  directed.  The  late  Mr. 
Ballanoe  did  not  say  that  he  was  going  to  legis- 
late on  the  subject,  or  that  he  was  going  to 
allow  this  scrip  to  be  exeroised  in  an  illegal 
manner. 

Mr.  BICHARDSON  said  the  advertisement 
was  not  calling  for  the  scrip  issued,  but  for 
people  to  make  their  claims  under  their  scrip. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Very  well ;  there  was 
nothing  improper  in  that.  It  was  merely  a 
matter  of  business  that  people  should  send  in 
their  claims  to  scrip  under  the  Land  Act ;  but 
did  it  follow  that  the  Government  should  accept 
all  claims,  irrespective  of  the  law  for  the  time 
being,  and  say  that  the  scrip  should  be  exer- 
oised wherever  the  holders  chose,  and  to  the 
full  faoe -value  ?  He  did  not'  see  that  there  was 
any  connection  at  all  between  the  two  matters. 
He  thought  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua  had  put  the  matter  very  clearly  from 
the  legal  aspect  of  it,  and  he  did  not  desire  to 
say  any  more.  All  he  wished  to  say  was  that 
an  advantage  bad  been  given  in  the  way  stated 
in  the  report,  and  to  an  extent  that  he  felt  sure 
no  private  persons  knew  it  could  be  exercised. 
If  persons  understood  that  scrip  could  be 
used  in  this  way  in  defiance  of  the  law,  very 
serious  evils  might  arise.  ,  He  regretted  very 
much  what  had  occurred,  and  he  thought  the 
Committee,  taking  into  consideration  the  facts 
they  had  had  before  them,  had  put  the  matter 
as  temperately  as  possible.  It  might  be  a  ques- 
tion in  the  case  of  Mr.  Rhodes  as  to  whether 
his  claims  should  not  be  satisfied,  seeing  that 
he  only  used  his  scrip  after  going  to  a  public 
officer  for  information,  and  if  that  officer  made 
a  mistake  it  ought  to  be  taken  as  a  sufficient 
excuse.  The  Committee  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion thai  it  was  so,  and  so  far,  therefore, 
there  was  no  blame  attached  to  Mr.  Rhodes. 
As  he  had  said,  the  surcharge  by  the  Auditor- 
General  was  properly  made ;  and,  seeing  the 
late  Minister  of  Lands  was  to  blame,  the  pre- 
sent Minister  of  Lands  had  weighed  the  thing 
well  and  waived  the  surcharge.  And  he  hoped 
this  sort  of  thing  would  not  occur  again. 

Sir  J.  HALL  would  not  have  troubled  the 
House  had  it  not  been  that  the  Prime  Minister 
had  stated  that  the  greater  part  of  the  report 
had  been  arrived  at  unanimously.  The  minutes 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  had  been 
placed  on  the  table,  and  honourable  members 
could  see  for  themselves  that,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  was  not  so.  On  the  first  four  para- 
graphs they  were  unanimous,  but  on  other 
portions  there  were  numerous  divisions. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Unanimous  on  the  general 
principle. 

Sir  J.  HALL  begged  the  honourable  gentle- 
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man's  pardon.  The  fact  was  this :  that  a  sub- 
committee was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  draft 
report,  and  on  the  first  four  paragraphs  of  that 
report  the  Committee  were  unanimous,  but  to 
the  other  portions  amendments  were  moved, 
which  were  many  of  them  carried  by  a  majority 
of  one,  in  the  absence  of  two  members  of  the 
Committee  who  were  known  to  take  an  opposite 
view  of  the  question.  He  could  make  other 
reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the  majority 
of  one  was  obtained,  but  he  would  pass  that 
over.  The  Minister  stated  that  he  would  have 
let  the  matter  drop  if  the  Auditor- General  had 
not  raised  the  question ;  but,  in  justice  to  that 
officer,  he  would  point  out  that  be  only  did  his 
statutoiT  duty.  The  release  of  the  surcharge 
was  made  by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  very 
properly  ;  then  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Auditor- 
General  to  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice 
of  the  House,  and  in  that  respect  the  Auditor- 
General  only  did  his  duty.  The  Prime  Minis- 
ter blamed  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura 
for  persistinf;  in  an  illegal  construction  of  the 
law.  Now,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Rhodes's  pur- 
chfibse,  if  Mr.  Bichardson's  instructions  had  not 
been  overlooked  in  Christchurch  there  would 
not  have  been  any-  departure  from  the  strict 
law.  It  was  because  the  instructions  issued  in 
June,  1890,  had  been  overlooked  in  Christchurch 
that  to  a  limited  extent  the  scrip  held  by  Mr. 
Bhodes  was  used  in  excess  of  £500.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Ellesmere  lands,  the  sum-total  of 
the  charge  against  the  member  for  Mataura 
amounted  to  this :  that  he  allowed  scrip  to  be 
used  in  Canterbury  which  should  not  be  used 
there  to  an  extent  of  more  than  £500,  but 
which  could  be  used  in  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land to  the  full  extent  of  what  appeared  on 
the  face  of  it.  The  colony  had  not  suffered 
to  the  extent  of  a  single  sixpei^ce,  for  if  it  had 
not  been  used  in  Canterbury  it  could  have  been 
used  in  Auckland.  Then,  there  was  another 
point.  The  Minister  then  alluded  to  para- 
graphs 9  and  6.  Any  one  reading  those  two 
paragraphs  would  see  that  they  were  absolutely 
contradictory  of  each  other. 

Mr.  TANNER.— No. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Heathcote  did  not  think  so  because  they  were 
partly  his  own  concoction.  Paragraph  9  said 
that  persons  tendering  scrip  had  an  unfair 
advantage  over  other  competitors,  because  they 
knew  that  scrip  would  be  accepted  in  payment 
for  tljds  land,  while  other  persons  did  not  know 
it.  Paragraph  6,  on  the  other  hand,  stated 
that  it  was  only  after  the  sale  was  over  that 
Mr.  Whyte  came  to  Wellington,  and,  although 
first  of  all  refused,  he  afterwards  obtained  leave 
for  this  scrip  to  be  used.  Therefore  it  was 
quite  impossible  that  he  could  at  the  time  of 
the  sale  have  knovTn  that  this  scrip  would  be 
60  used.  The  paragraphs  contradicted  each 
other.  If  Mr.  Whyte  had  further  knowledge 
than  anybody  else  at  the  time  of  the  sale  that 
scrip  would  be  accepted,  why  was  it  necessary, 
after  the  sale  was  over,  for  him  to  come  to 
Wellington  and  obtain  tbat  concession  ? 

Mr.  TANNER. — Because  the  payment  was 
not  made  at  the  time  of  the  sale. 
Sir  J.  Hall 


Sir  J.  HALL  said,  Yes,  the  sale  was  over. 
That  was  all  he  wished  to  point  out.  The 
two  paragraphs  contradicted  each  other.  A& 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  only  the  first  four 
paragraphs  that  were  agreed  to  unanimously. 
Several  of  the  others  were  agreed  to  by  a 
majority  of  one,  and  they  would  not  have  been 
agreed  to  if  two  other  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  present. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  they  had  had  that  after- 
noon some  very  interesting  revelations  with 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  law  of  the 
coimtry  was  administered  by  the  late  Minis- 
ter of  Lands.  The  late  Minister  of  Land» 
had  been  endeavouring  to  pose  as  a  much- 
injured  innocent.  His  own  impression,  after 
having  heard  the  statements  made  to  tiie 
House,  was  that  the  report  was  exceedingly 
mild.  It  had  exonerateid  the  officers  of  the 
department,  but  he  thought  it  had  only  very 
righteously  condemned  the  late  Ministry,  who 
were  implicated  in  a  most  barefaced  trans- 
action. The  question,  was  a  very  simple  one» 
and  it  was  this :  Was  this  scrip  that  had  been 
referred  to  legally  or  illegally  exercised  ?  Ap- 
parently it  was  illegally  exercised.  The  next 
question  that  arose  was,  Was  it  so  exercised 
with  the  knowledge  and  assent  of  the  Minister 
at  the  head  of  the  department  ?  And  then  came 
in  another  question,  whether  there  was  any 
collusion  between  Mr.  Whyte  and  that  Minis- 
ter. It  seemed  that  the  evidence  that  the 
Committee  had  to  deal  with  on  that  subject 
was  simply  overwhelming.  The  late  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  had  been  endeavouring  that  after- 
noon to  rub  the  mud  off  his  own  fingers  on 
to  the  present  Minister  of  Lands;  but  there 
seemed  to  be  a  very  great  difference  indeed  be- 
tween them.  In  the  one  case,  the  present  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  had  no  knowledge  whatever  of 
this  transaction  till  it  was  brought  before  him 
through  the  action  of  the  Audit  Office ;  but  in 
the  other  csbse  it  was  asserted,  and  had  not  been 
contradicted,  that  the  late  Minister  of  Lands 
made  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Whyte  by 
which  that  gentleman  was  allowed  to  exercise 
the  scrip  illegally ;  and,  if  that  was  the  case, 
he  could  only  say  it  was  a  most  discreditable 
transaction,  and  one  which  deserved  to  be  held 
up  to  the  full  light  of  day,  and  he  thcnight 
credit  was  due  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  been  the  means  of  bringing  this  trans- 
action to  light. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  could  hardly  allow  the  remarks 
of  the  last  speaker  to  go  unnoticed ;  otherwise 
he  would  not  have  risen.  The  honourable 
member  insinuated  that  there  was  collusion 
between  Mr.  Whyte  and  the  late  Minister  of 
Lands  in  reference  to  these  scrip  transactions. 
Now,  anything  more  outrageous,  he  thought, 
had  never  been  suggested.  His  experience  was 
this :  that  those  persons  who  were  most  prone 
to  dishonesty  and  bribery  themselves  were 
always  the  first  to  raise  suggestions  in  regard 
to  others ;  and  there  were  marked  instances 
of  it  within  the  precincts  of  that  House,  which 
would  no  doubt  be  brought  to  light  in  due  time. 
He  might  point  out  that  the  colony  had  not 
Buffered  any  damage  by  these  transactions.    It 
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was  trae  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the 
EUeemere  lands  should  have  gone  to  the  Elles- 
mere  Trust;  hut,  inasmuch  as  the  Trust  was 
in  a  state  of  bankruptcy,  and  owed  the  oolonj 
more  than  it  could  ever  pay,  the  colony  had 
not  suffered  damage  to  the  extent  of  one 
penny  by  these  transactions.  The  Little  Biver 
Railway  had  been  made  upon  the  strength 
of  these  funds,  and  the  Trust  owed  a  very 
considerable  sum  on  account  of  that  railway, 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  land  would  never  cover 
it.  Then,  the  scrip  could  have  been  exercised 
to  its  full  face-value  in  Auckland.  All  that  Mr. 
Whyte  obtained  by  this  irregularity — which 
was  admitted — amounted  to  this :  that  he  was 
able  to  dispose  of  the  scrip  which  he  had  pur- 
chased with  a  little  more  promptitude  than  he 
otherwise  might  have  done ;  that  he  was  able 
to  exercise  it  within  a  short  period  after  the 
purchase  of  the  scrip,  and  when,  to  have  found 
land  in  Auckland  on  which  to  legitimately 
exercise  the  scrip,  he  might  possibly  have  had 
to  wait  some  months  longer.  That  was  the 
utmost  profit  that  he  could  be  said  to  have 
gained  by  exercising  the  scrip  in  Canter- 
bury. A  disparity  existed  between  paragraphs 
6  and  9.  The  two  paragraphs  of  the  original 
report  which  dealt  wiUi  this  matter  —  the 
report  which  was  drawn  up  by  a  subcommittee 
of  three  —  those  original  clauses  were  struck 
out  by  a  majority  of  one  on  division  in  the 
Committee,  and,  apparently,  with  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  introducing  something  thfbt  might  be 
construed  as  damaging  to  the  late  Minister  of 
Lands,  in  alleging  that  an  advantage  was  ob- 
tained in  a  semi-private  manner.  No  advan- 
tage whatever  was  obtained  in  a  semi-private 
manner.  When  the  EUesmere  sale  took  place 
Mr.  Murray's  cheque  for  the  full  amount  was 
lodged  in  the  Land  Office.  It  was  a  cheaue 
marked  by  the  bank  as  good.  It  was  after  t£at 
cheque  was  lodged  that  Mr.  Whyte  negotiated 
with  the  late  Minister  of  Lands  to  endeavour 
to  get  a  concession  that  up  to  the  last  he  had 
refused  to  give ;  and  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was 
not  that  honourable  gentleman  who  gave  way 
ultimately,  but  he  was  suffering  because  of 
his  loyalty  to  some  one  else,  who  overruled 
his  judgment  in  the  matter,  and  authorised 
the  acceptance  of  the  scrip  on  these  Lake 
EUesmere  lands.  But  for  the  honourable 
gentleman's  strict  sense  of  loyalty  to  a  gentle- 
man who  had  departed  from  this  world,  the 
blame — to  whatever  extent  any  such  blame 
existed  —  would  have  been  put  on  the  right 
shoulders.  The  honourable  member  was  in  no 
way  to  blame,  other  than  the  blame  that  he 
had  taken  on  himself  which  was  due  elsewhere, 
and  because  he  technically,  as  head  of  the 
department,  might  be  said  to  have  had  the 
prmcipal  responsibility  in  the  matter.  But  the 
colony  had  suffered  no  damage,  and  there  was 
nothing  more  in  this  matter  than  a  malicious 
attempt  to  cast  mud  on  political  opponents. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  thought  that,  as  honour- 
able members  had  not  in  their  possession  the 
evidence  that  came  before  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  in  order  to  enable  them  to  judge 
folly  of  this  matter,  it  would  be  advisable  to 


move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  until 
next  day.  Then  honourable  members  would 
have  time  to  see  the  evidence,  and  would  be 
able  to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  Committee's  recommendation  was 
correct.  With  that  view,  he  would  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  till  next  day.  At 
the  present  time  the  debate  was  taking  place 
a  good  deal  in  the  dark.  Only  a  few  members 
— those  on  the  Committee — were  acquainted 
with  the  evidence  and  really  had  a  grasp  of  the 
arguments  pro  and  con,,  or  were  able  to  come 
to  a  correct  conclusion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  might  point  out  that  if  the 
debate  were  adjourned  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  not  gain  his  object — ^namely,  the 
printing  of  the  evidence— inasmuch  as  the  order 
for  the  printing  would  not  have  been  made. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  thought  that  a  special 
motion  might  be  made,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
for  the  printing  of  the  evidence. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  only  way  that  could 
be  done  would  be  by  withdrawing  the  motion, 
with  the  consent  of  the  House,  and  then  sub- 
mitting a  motion  for  the  printing. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  of  course,  the  evidence 
would  be  available  for  honourable  members  to 
see  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  certainly. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  did  not  see  any  reason  why  the 
debate  should  be  adjourned.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  House  had  had  no  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  report.  He  contended  that  the 
report  had  been  read  very  carefully,  and  had 
been  dealt  with  by  the  Premier,  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  and  by 
henourable  members  all  round.  The  discus- 
sion which  they  had  had  that  day  would,  he 
thought,  be  an  eye-opener  to  the  public  at 
large  as  to  the  way  in  which  transactions  of 
this  kind  had  been  carried  on  in  the  past. 
He  did  not  wish  to  take  up  any  time  in  deal- 
ing with  the  matter.  He  had  practically 
placed  upon  record  his  view  of  the  case, 
which  view  would  be  indorsed  by  the  public 
at  large. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  objected  to  the  adjourn- 
ment  of  the  debate.  It  was  a  most  unfair 
proposal;  and  the  object  of  it  was  transparent. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  had  been  read, 
and  it  was  now  going  into  Hansard,  What 
the  Government  was  endeavouring  to  prevent 
was  that  the  evidence  and  the  minutes  of  the 
Committee  should  be  printed,  and  become  pub- 
lic. They  wished  the  report  to  go  abroad  with- 
out the  evidence.  If  they  did  not,  they  would 
not  oppose  the  original  motion  before  the  House. 
The  motion  for  adjournment  was  simply  to  pre- 
vent the  printing  of  the  original  evidence  and 
the  minutes. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  rose  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. The  honourable  gentleman,  by  the 
remarks  he  had  just  made,  would  lead  one  to 
suppose  that  he  considered  that  he  (Mr.  Guin- 
ness) had  made  a  statement  that  was  false, 
because  he  gave  as  a  reason  for  moving  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  that  he  wanted 
the  evidence  to  be  printed  and  circulated. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


252 


Land-scrip. 


[HOUSE.] 


Land-scrip. 


[Aua.  23 


Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mataura  would  be  more  oareful  than 
to  make  statements  like  the  one  he  had  just 
made.  He  would  consider  himself  to  be  doing 
that  which  was  unfair,  and  which  would  be  re- 
sented by  members  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
did  he  aUow  the  papers,  or  anything  connected 
with  this  matter,  to  remain  in  abeyance.  It 
was  his  intention,  if  the  motion  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  were  carried,  to  make 
this  question  again  the  first  order  of  the  day, 
so  that  honourable  members  might  have  the 
opportunity  of  deciding  that  the  report  should 
lie  on  the  table  along  with  the  evidence  and 
minutes,  and  that  they  should  be  printed. 
The  only  way  it  could  be  done  was  that  which 
he  now  stated;  euid  the  question  could  come 
forward  again.  In  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance as  this,  it  would  not  be  right  for  him, 
occupying  the  position  he  did  in  the  House,  to  be 
a  party  to  such  a  transaction  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  charged  him  with,  and  he  resented 
the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks,  because 
to  take  up  such  a  position  as  he  had  indicated 
would  be  a  discredit  to  them  in  connection 
with  the  afiair.  He  would  not  have  touched  so 
strongly  on  the  matter  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  concluding  statement  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton,  that  this  was  a  ma- 
licious attempt  to  cast  mud  on  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  applied  this  remark  to  himself 
(Mr.  Seddon)  or  to  the  Government,  he  could 
tell  him  that  he  was  quite  mistaken.  No  one 
regretted  more  than  he  did  that  there  had  been 
a  mistake, — and  it  should  be  allowed  to  remain 
in  abeyance.  That  was  the  conclusion  he  had 
arrived  at.  That  was  one  good  reason  why 
they  should  adjourn  the  debate.  He  might 
say,  in  regard  to  the  paragraph  which  had 
been  read  out,  which  had  been  adverted  to 
that  day,  and  which  had  been  dealt  with  in 
the  debate,  that  it  was  advisable  the  debate 
should  be  adioumed,  if  only  for  the  reason  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn — who  had 
moved  in  Committee  in  the  matter — was  that 
afternoon  at  home,  not  anticipating  that  what 
had  eventuated  would  take  nlace ;  and  he  might 
say  that,  had  that  honourable  gentleman  been 
in  his  place  that  day,  he  would  have  resented 
very  strongly  what  nad  been  said  about  this 
particular  paragraph ;  and,  at  all  events,  mem- 
bers of  the  House  now  were  not  in  a  position 
to  deal  with  the  matter.  They  had  never  seen 
the  evidence,  and  therefore  they  could  not 
judge.  They  had  heard  what  had  been  said 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere,  they 
had  heard  what  had  been  said  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura,  and  they  had  heard 
what  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  said,  but  they  were 
not  in  a  position  to  come  to  a  conclusion  on 
the  merits  of  the  case  until  they  had  seen  the 
evidence,  and  if  the  debate  were  adjourned  the 
evidence  could  be  printed,  and  would  be  at 
the  disposal  of  honourable  members  to  see  for 
themselves  before  the  debate  was  resumed. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No, 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  the  case.  Once 
the  report  was  brought  down— they  had  had 


the  ruling  of  the  Speaker  on  that— it  would  be 
dealt  with  the  same  as  any  other  paper.  It 
was  quite  clear  that  it  was  then  available  to 
the  House,  and  any  member  who  desired  to  see 
the  evidence  could  do  so ;  and  he,  on  behalf  of 
the  Government,  undertook  to  see  that  the 
House  would,  say,  next  day,  or  Friday,  which- 
ever met  the  convenience  of  honourable  mem- 
bers, be  put  in  the  same  position  as  it  was 
in  to-day.  He  did  not  desire  to  take  any 
advantage  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ma- 
taura, nor  did  he  think  the  House  would  permit 
it.  He  did  not  think  they  were  in  a  position  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  question  until  the 
evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  had  been 
seen  by  honourable  members.  He  disagreed 
aJtogetiber  with  the  statements  made  as  to  the 
evidence,  and  he  knew  it  would  be  proved  that 
what  he  said  was  correct.  In  the  meantime 
he  thought  it  would  be  as  well  to  adjourn  the 
debate. 

Mr.  FISHER  was  perfectly  indifferent  as  to 
whether  this  matter  was  discussed  again  or  not, 
but  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura,  for  the  reason 
that,  notwithstanding  the  bland  undertakings 
and  the  bland  promises  of  the  Premier  as  to 
what  would  be  done  if  the  debate  were  ad- 
journed, the  House  might  accept  his  fullest 
assurance  that  if  it  were  adjourned  they  would 
never  see  the  question  again.  There  were  some 
members  of  the  House  whose  information  on 
this  subject  was  confined  to  what  the  Premier 
had  said,  and  who  had  formed  their  opinions 
from  what  he  had  said.  There  were  some  mem- 
bers in  that  far-off  comer  of  the  House  who 
had  spoken  on  this  matter  as  if  they  thought 
there  was  something  dreadful  to  be  brought 
to  the  light  of  day.  There  were  some  other 
members  who,  if  the  discussion  did  come  up 
again, — and  he  did  not  believe  it  ever  would, — 
would  take  care  that  they  heard  something  as 
to  the  peculiar  conduct  of  the  Premier  in  re- 
gard to  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  and 
as  to  the  way  in  which  the  business  was  con- 
ducted. He  would  take  care,  for  one,  if  it  did 
come  up,  to  make  honourable  members  a  little 
more  fully  informed  than  they  were  at  present, 
and  he  would  come  there  much  better  prepared 
to  discuss  the  question  than  he  was  at  present. 
There  were  two  sides  to  the  question.  There 
was  not  only  the  side  of  the  question  which  the 
Premier  wished  to  put  to  the  House  and  the 
country,  but  there  was  another  side  as  well. 
If  the  matter  ever  did  come  up  again  he  would 
take  care  to  contribute  his  quota  to  that  other 
side.      

Mr.  SHEBA  would  point  out  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura  that  he  was  in  error 
in  stating  that  the  report  would  find  its  way 
into  JSansard  because  the  Clerk  read  it  out. 
Whatever  the  Clerk  read  in  that  way  was  not 
reported  in  Hansard, 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  had  to  express 
his  opinion  that  the  scruples  of  the  Premier 
were  creditable  to  him — his  desire  to  forward 
the  printing  of  the  document— and  he  hoped 
he  would  be  equally  scrupulous  when  another 
report  from  the  same  Committee  came  to  be 
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teUed  by-and-by.  He  hoped  he  would  be ;  bat 
he  oonfessed  that  he  could  not  see  the  logic  of 
the  Fremiei's  position  in  expressing  so  very 
stxon^  a  desire  tbat  a  certain  dooument  should 
be  printed,  and  then  deliberately  opposing  the 
motion  for  printing.  That  was  the  position  the 
Premier  took  up  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh,  no. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  that 
was  nevertheless  the  position.  The  motion  at 
the  present  time  was  that  these  documents  do 
lie  on  the  table,  and  that  they  be  printed. 
Honourable  members,  therefore,  in  adjourning 
the  debate,  would  certainly  run  a  yery  con- 
ddeiable  risk  of  not  seeing  these  documents 
again,  and  of  not  having  them  printed.  At  the 
same  time,  there  was  a  vezy  simple  way  out  of 
the  difficulty  if  the  Premier  chose  to  adopt  it. 
He  confessed  that  he  could  not  possibly  see 
that  the  documents  had  come  yet  into  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk ;  because  the  motion  was 
that  they  do  lie  on  the  table,  and  there  was 
no  intermediate  stage  for  them  until  that 
motion  was  agreed  to.  If  the  motion  was  not 
earned,  the  documents,  he  presmned,  would 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Ghairman  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  rose  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  honourable  member  was  not  speak- 
ing to  the  question  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wfl^  speaking  to  the  adjournment,  and 
showing  whAt  would  happen  if  it  were  carried. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  it  was  a  ourious 
way  of  speaking  to  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  he  was 
stopped  the  previous  day  in  speaking  to  the 
adjournment ;  and  he  could  not  understand 
why,  when  he  rose  to  speak  on  a  question, 
evEffybody  rose  to  rain  down  on  him  questions 
of  ocder.  He  rarely  raised  questions  of  order 
against  anybody  6lse.  He  was  suggesting  that 
these  documents,  if  the  motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment were  carried,  rested  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chainnan  of  the  Conmiittee,  because  they  had 
not  as  yet  been  taken  out  of  his  hands. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  report  of  the  Conmiittee  had  been  read  to 
the  House,  and  was  therefore  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  position  was  that, 
until  the  House  had  made  an  order  that  the 
papers  do  lie  on  the  table,  they  were  not,  teohni- 
caUy,  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  understood  that  the  report 
had  been  read. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  it  had  been  read,  cer- 
tainly, but  it  could  not  lie  on  the  table  until 
the  motion  to  that  effect  was  passed. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  asked,  how  oould 
the  documents  be  said  to  lie  on  the  table 
now,  if  the  motion  that  they  do  lie  on  the  table 
was  to  be  left  undetennined  imtil  Friday  next? 
If  the  Government  were  so  extremely  anxious 
to  get  the  documents  printed  and  then  dis- 
cusiied,  why  not  add  an  amendment  to  the  pre- 
sent motion — that  they  do  lie  on  the  taJi>le  and 
be  printed — to  the  effect  that  the  discussion  on 
them  be  made  an  order  for  another  day  ?  Then 
the  papers  could  be  printed  and  distributed. 


and  there  oould  be  a  discussion  upon  them 
later  on  if  it  was  desired.  He  did  not  himself 
desire  to  take  part  in  a  discussion  on  them,  nor 
did  he  suppose  anybody  else  did,  unless  it  were 
some  of  his  honourable  friends  opposite,  who 
had  made  some  serious  charges  against  other 
honourable  members,  which  charges  they  had 
not  substantiated.  Was  there  any  objection 
to  the  course  he  suggested  ?  He  would  like  to 
know  if  the  Premier  agreed;  because  he  was 
disposed  to  believe  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man desired  to  do  what  he  alleged  he  wished 
to  do.  He  professed  to  desire  that  opportunity 
be  offered  to  every  member  of  the  House  to 
examine  these  documents  for  himself ;  and  the 
only  way  in  which  they  could  be  examined 
was  to  have  them  first  printed  and  distributed. 
He  therefore  asked  the  Premier  to  support  the 
motion  for  printing,  and  then  make  the  dis- 
cussion an  order  of  the  day  for  some  other  day. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  admit  that  he  had  any 
other  motive  in  asking  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  except  that  the  consideration  of 
the  report  should  be  brought  on  upon  another 
day.  He  would  ask  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Grey  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
adjournment. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his 
motion  for  adjournment. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  debate  with- 
drawn. 

On  the  q^uestion,  That  the  report,  together 
with  the  mmutes  and  the  evidence,  do  lie  upon 
the  table  and  be  printed, 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  following  words  be  added : 
**  and  that  the  report  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow." 

Mr.  TANNEB  objected  to  any  proposal  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  question  till  the  fol- 
lowing day;  for  that  would  not  afford  sufficient 
time  for  seventy  members  of  the  House  to 
examine  the  papers  and  inform  themselves  of 
the  facts. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  with  the  permission 
of  his  colleague,  he  would  have  **  to-morrow  " 
altered  to  **  Friday." 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  what  would  be  the  effect 
so  far  as  concerned  those  who  had  already 
spoken  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  they  could  speak  to  the 
amendment. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand that  those  honourable  members  who  had 
aJready  spoken  would  have  the  opportunity  be- 
tween the  present  time  and  Friday  to  examine 
and  consider  the  minutes,  and  then  be  allowed 
to  speak  again. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said,  Yes. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  if  the  question  was  that 
they  should  have  the  question  under  their  con- 
sideration on  Friday ;  or  was  it  simply  one  of 
the  ordinary  modes  of  removing  the  question 
out  of  the  immediate  range  of  discussion,  and 
relegating  it  to  some  other  time  which  might 
never  arrive  ?  Could  they  discuss  it  on  Friday 
or  not  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  position  would  be 
this :  If  the  motion  were  carried,  the  questioxL 
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would  become  an  order  of  the  day  for  Friday. 
That  was  all.  If  the  House  were  to  make  it 
the  first  order  of  the  day  for  Friday,  then  it 
would  take  precedence  on  that  day. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  hoped  the  Premier  would  fix 
a  definite  time  for  it  to  be  taken,  as  if  merely 
fiet  down  for  Friday  it  might  be  postponed  in- 
definitely. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  let  it  take  its 
course. 

Mr.  RHODES  would  be  very  sorry  to  see 
the  thing  shunted,  as  there  had  been  certain 
charges  over  certain  members  of  the  House  for 
the  last  two  sessions. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  thought  the  consideration 
of  the  matter  could  be  easily  taken  the  follow- 
ing day,  as  the  whole  evidence  was  already 
printed. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  not  altogether  correct.  The 
evidence  was  printed,  but  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  had  not  been  printed. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

MAJOR  KEDDELL. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (on  behalf  of  the  member 
for  Waimate)  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  he  has  made  any  inquiry  into  a 
complaint  made  as  to  the  conduct  of  Major 
Eeddell,  R.M.,  in  relation  to  a  case  (Mann  v, 
Broughton)  beard  recently  at  Waimate  ;  and,  if 
so,  what  is  the  result  of  such  inquiry  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  answer  to  the  first 
part  of  the  quiBstion  was  Yes.  The  answer  to 
the  second  part  was  that  the  Government  saw 
no  reason  for  further  inquiry,  and  were  satisfied 
that  there  was  no  reason. 

COLONEL  FOX. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  What  is  the 
legal  and  official  status  of  Colonel  Fox,  and 
what  duties  is  he  now  performing? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  legal  and  official 
status  of  Colonel  Fox  was  defined  in  the 
Defence  Act,  with  which,  no  doubt,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  conversant.  His  duties 
were  also  therein  defined.  The  Commandant 
of  the  Forces  was  performing  his  duties  to  his 
(the  Premier's)  entire  satisfaction. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  can 
say  whether  negotiations  are  pending  between 
the  Government  and  the  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany for  a  settlement  of  those  difierences  which 
are  retarding  the  completion  of  a  railway-line 
between  Springfield  and  the  West  Coast  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion was  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  whole 
question  was  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee. 

LYTTELTON  UNEMPLOYED. 
Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
represent  to  the  Railway  Commissioners  that 
a  great  number  of  labouring-men,  residents  of 
Christchurch  and  its  vicinity,  are  taken  to 
Lyttelcon  every  morning  and  employed  there 
Mr,  Speaker 


on  railway  casual  labour,  whilst  hundreds  of 
Lyttelton  labourers  are  out  of  work  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  some  inquiries  had 
been  made  as  to  where  the  Commissioners 
obtained  their  men,  and  the  information  given 
was  that  they  got  their  men  in  the  same  way 
as  the  Union  Steamship  Company,  who  had 
some  sort  of  establishment  in  Christchuroh. 
He  would  say  that  a  man  out  of  employment 
living  in  Christchuroh  should  not  be  placed  at 
a  disadvantage  as  compared  with  a  man  in 
Lyttelton,  or  vice  versd.  The  district  should  be 
taken  as  a  whole,  and  it  would  be  manifestly 
unfair  to  say  that  any  person  who  lived  in  a 
certain  locality  should  have  a  pre-emptive 
right  to  the  whole  of  the  employment  in  that 
locality ;  because  that  would  lead  to  confusion. 
At  all  events  he  would  represent  to  the  Com- 
missioners what  was  set  forth  in  the  question, 
and  they  would  probably  be  able  to  get  an 
explicit  reply. 

WHAKATANE  RIVER  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, — 
(1.)  If  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Whaka- 
tane River  has  been  authorised?  (2.)  If  the 
Government  have  received  a  petition  from  the 
Canterbury  Association  asking  to  have  the  said 
bridge  constructed?  (8.)  Is  the  Government 
aware  that  the  settlers  belonging  to  the  above 
Association,  who  have  taken  up  a  large  area  of 
swamp-land  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty,  are  unable 
to  get  supplies  to  their  homesteads  for  want  of 
roads  and  the  bridging  of  the  above  river  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,— (1.)  The  erection 
of  a  bridge  over  the  Whakatane  River  has  not 
yet  been  authorised.  (2.)  The  Government  has 
received  a  petition  from  the  North  Island  Land 
Association  asking  to  have  a  bridge  constructed 
across  the  Whakatane  River.  (3.)  The  Grovem- 
ment  has  not  been  informed  tnat  the  settiexB 
belonging  to  the  above  Association  are  unable 
to  get  supplies  to  their  homesteads  for  want  of 
roads  and  the  bridging  of  the  river;  and,  as 
there  &re  several  other  ways  of  getting  suppliee 
besides  crossing  the  Whakatane  River,  it  is 
unlikely  that  they  can  be  in  want  for  that 
reason  alone. 

MANAWATU  RAILWAY  COMPANY'S 
LANDS. 
Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  adjust  the  claims  of  the  Crown  and 
the  Manawatu  Railway  Company  to  oertain 
lands  in  the  Hutt  County,  bo  that  they  may  be 
disposed  of  on  settlement  conditions?  Scat- 
tered about  in  various  parts  of  the  Hutt  County 
were  certain  lands  which  were  Crown  lands 
that  had  not  been  disposed  of.  The  Manawatu 
Railway  Company  claimed  that  they  were 
within  fifteen  miles  of  that  railway.  This 
claim  had  been  pendent  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  had  not  been  settled.  The  lands— waste, 
and  covered  with  scrub  et  cetera — ^were  rather  a 
nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood,  and  were  a  bctf 
to  settlement.  It  would  be  well  if  the  Govern- 
ment could  manage  to  settle  with  the  company 
as  to  whom  these  lands  belonged  to ;  and  if  they 
belonged  to  the  Crown  they  could  be  put  into 
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the  market,  or  if  to  the  railway  company  they 
could  be  disposed  of.  He  hoped  some  definite 
settlement  would  be  arrived  at. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  claim  of  the 
company  was  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government,  and  had  been  for  some  time. 
Some  years  ago  the  company  had  been  ofiered 
a  considerable  area  of  land  in  settlement  of 
their  claim,  but  had  declined  the  ofier.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  show  the 
Government  how  they  could  settle  the  matter 
tiiey  would  be  only  too  glad  to  have  his  assist- 
ance. But  they  found  it  very  difficult  to  settle 
ihe  claim.  The  Government  were  most  anxious 
that  it  should  be  settled,  and,  if  the  company 
would  make  any  reasonable  ofier,  the  Grovem- 
ment  would  meet  them  fairly. 

WAIKATO  LANDLESS  NATIVES. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  asked  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  Native  Affairs,  Whether  Government  intend 
to  carry  out  the  distinct  promise  made  to  the 
House  last  year  that  they  would  set  apart  land 
for  landless  Natives  in  Waikato  and  other 
places  ?  Last  year  he  had  put  a  similar  ques- 
tion to  the  Native  Minister ;  and  he  would  read 
the  reply  he  received  on  that  occasion : — 

**  Mr.  Cadman  replied  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  make  some  pro- 
vision for  the  landless  Natives  not  only  of  Wai- 
kato, but  throughout  the  whole  colony,  and  the 
House  would  shortly  be  asked  to  pass  legisla- 
tion to  that  effect ;  and  he  would  be  glad  of 
the  co-operation  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
when  the  legislation  appeared." 

Ever  since  he  had  asked  the  question  he  had 
been  waiting  to  see  what  the  Government  in- 
tended to  do  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  CARROLL  found  that  the  promise 
alluded  to  in  the  question  was  made  on  the 
SS9th  of  June  last  year.  In  the  October  fol- 
lowing the  Land  Act  was  passed,  and  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  look  at  section 
171  of  that  Act  he  would  see  that  the  Go- 
vernor there  was  empowered  to  set  apart  land 
for  special  settlements  for  Natives  exclusively. 
It  was  in  that  way  the  Government  intended 
to  give  effect  to  their  j^romise.  The  Govern- 
ment at  the  present  tmie  had  no  intention 
whatever  of  avoiding  this  responsibility,  and 
during  the  recess  they  had  been  doing  their 
best  in  the  direction  of  providing  land  for 
Natives  under  a  comprehensive  scheme.  He 
might  say  that  during  the  recess  the  atten- 
tion of  the  (rovernment  had  been  devoted  to 
the  position  of  the  landless  Natives  of  the 
South  Island.  They  would  pay  attention  in 
the  inmiediate  future  to  the  case  of  Natives  in 
the  North  Island. 

EYRE  AND  ASHLEY  RIVERS. 
Mr.  MOORE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Woria,  Whether  he  will  send  some  of  the  un- 
employed to  clear  the  Rivers  Eyre  and  Ashley, 
in  the  Canterbury  District,  of  the  gorse  grow- 
ing in  these  rivers,  which  has  mainly  been 
brou^t  down  from  Crown  lands  on  the  ad- 
jacent hills,  and  if  allowed  to  spread  must  be 
detrimental  to  the  district  ?    The  Minister  for 


Public  Works  was  probably  aware  that  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  distress  prevailed  in  Christ- 
church  and  the  surrounding  districts  owing 
mainly  to  the  want  of  emplo3rment.  There 
were,  ijractioally  speaking,  no  public  works 
now  being  carried  on  in  the  Canterbuiy  Dis- 
trict, and  the  work  mentioned  in  his  question 
might,  he  thought,  to  a  great  extent  be  looked 
upon  as  a  public  work ;  and,  if  the  Minister 
could  see  his  way  to  have  it  carried  out,  it 
would  be  a  very  great  benefit  to  the  district, 
and  would  at  the  same  time  give  some  employ- 
ment to  the  people  in  the  district  who  were  now 
out  of  employment.  He  thought  it  was  a  work 
which  the  Government  might  well  undertake. 
If  this  growth  were  allowed  to  continue  for  any 
length  of  time  the  probability  was,  in  the  event 
of  those  two  rivers  overflowing,  that  the  gorse 
would  be  carried  broadcast  over  a  large  area 
of  country. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  had 
laid  down  from  the  very  commencement  that 
they  would  only  place  co-operative  men,  or 
unemployed  men,  on  reproductive  works,  and 
in  this  case  he  would  ask  the  honourable  mem- 
ber to  direct  the  attention  of  the  local  authori- 
ties to  this  matter.  The  rivers  in  most  districts 
of  Canterbury  had  been  declared  to  be  high- 
ways. Some  of  the  local  bodies  there  were 
well-to-do,  and,  if  they  would  only  come  to  the 
rescue  of  the  Government  and  assist  to  find 
employment  in  this  class  of  work,  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  only  too  well  pleased  to  accept 
their  assistance. 

Mr.  MOORE  asked  if  the  Government  would 
be  willing  to  assist  by  giving  pound  for  pound. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  afraid  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  better  place  that  question  on 
the  Order  Paper. 

LIBEL  BILL. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Premier, 
Does  he  propose  to  press  forward  the  Libel 
Bill,  so  that  it  may  be  passed  into  law  this 
session  ?  He  saw  the  Bill  was  very  far  down 
on  the  Order  Paper,  and  he  would  like  to  have 
some  assurance  from  the  Minister  that  the  Bill 
would  be  proceeded  with  this  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  would  only  help  the  Govern- 
ment to  press  forward  the  business,  so  that  they 
might  get  some  of  the  Bills  passed,  there  would 
be  a  very  good  chance  indeed  of  this  Bill  being 
pressed  forward. 

Mr.  FISHER  had  a  word  or  two  to  say  on 
this  Bill,  and,  to  enable  him  to  do  so,  he  would 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  He  was 
very  anxious  that  this  Bill  should  be  brought 
on  for  consideration,  for  during  the  recess  he 
sent  to  one  of  the  Wellington  papers  a  letter 
on  the  subject  of  **  Libel  and  Libellers,"  in 
which  he  undertook,  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Libel  Bill,  to  give  the  history  and  cha- 
racter of  the  meanest,  the  foulest,  the  most 
cowardly  libeller  in  this  city — a  fellow  named 
Gillon 

Hon.  Members. — Oh,  oh  t 

Mr.  FISHER  would  read  from  his  letter  what 
he  had  said  about  him : — 
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**  01  him  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  regaid 
him  as  a  much-favoured  man,  to  have  a  whole 
paper  at  his  command  in  which  to  spit  his 
venomous  spite,  and  to  receive  a  salary  into 
the  bargain  for  doing  it.  I  could  only  ask 
for  one  great  favour,  and  that  would  be  to  get 
him  once  fairly  out  into  the  open.  This  is  the 
man  who  asks  for  the  passing  of  a  new  Libel 
Bill.  On  the  second  reading  of  that  Bill,  if 
that  time  ever  comes,  I  will  faithfully  de- 
lineate this  man's  character.  It  will  form  a 
companion  picture  to  Sir  William  Fox's  de- 
scription of  him." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  a  point  of  order 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  asked  what  was  the  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  his  point  of  order  was  as 
to  whether  a  member  could  exercise  his  privi- 
lege in  applying  terms  like  these  to  a  respect- 
able citizen  or  journalist  in  the  colony.  Was 
it  in  order  that  it  could  be  done  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  was  afraid  there  was 
nothing  in  parliamentary  law  which  enabled 
the  Speaker  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  BEEVES  asked  if  he  might  recall  a  case 
in  which  Mr.  Speaker's  predecessor  checked 
again  and  again  a  late  member  of  the  House 
— ^he  thought,  Mr.  Dargaville — for  referring  to 
newspiCper  correspondents  in  language  which 
for  violent  character  failed  to  compsure  with 
this. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  all  he  could  say  was 
that,  though  his  opinion  certainly  was  that  the 
language  which  was  used  towards  persons  who 
were  outside  Parliament  should  be  governed  as 
much  as  possible  by  similar  rules  to  those  in 
force  with  regard  to  members  themselves — that 
was  to  say,  that  they  should  speak  of  such 
persons  in  a  kindly  and  gentlemanly  way — yet 
so  far  as  regarded  strict  parliamentary  law  he 
did  not  think  he  was  able  to  protect  persons 
outside  the  walls  of  that  building. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  the  Premier  spoke  of  "re- 
spec  table  "  persons  being  affected.  If  this  were 
a  respectable  person  he  would  require  no  such 
protection.  There  were  three  cases  which  he 
mtended  to  put  on  record  when  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  came  on.  There  was  the 
case  of  Dr.  Skae,  the  first  Inspector  of  Lunatic 
Asylums,  a  high-principled,  highly  sensitive 
and  nervous  man.  This  poor  man  was  hurried 
to  his  grave  by  the  brutal  and  incessant  attacks 
of  this  fellow.  Then,  there  was  the  case  of  Mr. 
Hardcastle,  a  most  upright  Judge,  the  best 
Magistrate  they  ever  had  in  that  city.  This 
poor  man  was  hurried  to  his  grave  by  the 
brutal  and  incessant  attacks  of  this  fellow. 
Then,  the  case  of  Colonel  Header,  Colonel  of  a 
lancer  regiment,  Under-Secretary  of  Defence, 
a  man  who  suffered  painfully  during  the  last 
two  years  of  his  life  from  heart-disease.  This 
poor  man  was  hurried  to  his  grave  by  the 
brutal  and  incessant  attacks  of  this  fellow. 
He  (Mr.  Fisher)  had  to  put  on  record  many 
things  about  this  fellow,  because  if  he  were 
a  respectable  man  there  would  be  no  neces- 
sity for  him  to  attend  in  his  place  that  day 
to  speak  of  him  in  the  terms  he  spoke  of 
him.  If  it  were  possible  to  get  into  these 
Mr.Fiiher 


newspapers— he  referred  to  two  of  them — any 
reply  or  answer  to  the  attacks  that  appeared 
throughout  the  course  of  the  year,  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  say  one  word  of  what  he  was 
saying  now.  But  what  was  the  course  adopted 
by  tms  fellow?  There  was  no  possibility  of 
answering  his  attacks.  Throughout  the  year 
here  they  were  slandered  day  by  day,  and  no 
answer  was  allowed  to  appear — a  state  of  jouz- 
nalism  unheard-of — and  tbe  only  chance  they 
had  of  meeting  this  fellow  was  during  the 
sitting  of  Parliament,  and  on  the  floor  of  that 
House.  He  was  not  going  to  be  barred  by 
any  statement  of  the  Premier  that  this  was 
a  respectable  man.  It  was  a  misuse  of  the 
word  to  call  him  a  man.  Let  the  honourable 
gentleman  bring  on  his  Bill,  and  he  would 
undertake — as  he  said  in  the  letter  he  recMl 
there — to  put  on  record  in  regard  to  this  fellow 
a  companion  picture  to  the  description  given  of 
him  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  on  the  floor  of 
that  House  by  Sir  William  Fox. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  seconded  the  motion 
for  adjournment  in  order  simply  to  say  that 
an  adjournment  was  more  than  he  bargained 
for.  At  the  same  time  he  was  bound  to  say 
that,  bsurring  the  veiy  hard  words  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  moved  the  adjournment, 
this  newspaper  to  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man referred  must  be  considered  nothing  short 
of  a  disgrace  to  the  City  of  Wellington,  and 
he  did  wonder  that  the  large  and  respectable 
population  of  Wellington  continued  year  after 
year  to  tolerate  such  a  newspaper  in  their 
midst.  He  knew  it  did  injury  to  a  city  he 
had  ever  wished  to  see  prosper,  and  largely 
populated  by  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  people ; 
and  he  could  not  help  saying,  though  he 
should  not  like  to  use  the  words  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  used,  that  the  editor  of 
that  newspaper  and  the  way  it  was  conducted 
were  really  a  very  pitiable  thing  for  journalism 
in  this  colony.  He  took  an  opportunity  of  in- 
dicating this  opinion  on  a  previous  occasion, 
and  he  could  not  fail  to  reiterate  it  again.  But 
he  wished  to  say,  further,  that  the  Libel  Bill 
had  really  nothing  to  do  with  this  person,  and 
the  law  would  remain  even  more  clear  than 
now  for  the  prosecution  of  libel.  As  far  as  he 
understood  it,  this  Bill  would  only  make  it  more 
easy  to  prosecute  the  libeller.  The  honourable 
member,  like  himself,  did  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  prosecute  him.  He  (Mr.  Hutchison) 
could  have  made  a  fortune  once  a  month 
through  actions  for  libel  when  he  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Wellington,  in  actions  against  that 
very  newspaper.  He  held  with  the  blacksmith 
who  said  ne  could  carve  out  a  character  for 
himself  in  half  an  hour  at  the  anvil  far  better 
than  if  he  went  into  any  number  of  actions  for 
libel. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS  said  that,  as  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  had  been  moved  that  after- 
noon, and  as  it  would  preclude  his  moving  the 
adjournment  on  the  question  he  had  on  the 
Onier  Paper,  he  intended  to  take  advant^e 
of  the  present  motion  for  adjournment — whioh 
he  had  never  done  before  since  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Parliament— to  refer  to  a  matter 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.] 


Libel  Bill 


[HOUSE.] 


Libel  BiU, 


267 


vhioh  he  considered  of  fat  greater  importance 
than  many  matters  discussed  in  that  cnamber. 
He  had  a  question  on  the  Order  Paper  refer- 
ring to  a  Court  of  Oriminal  Appeal,  which  he 
intended  now  to  refer  to,  and  nis  reason  for 
doing  so  was  this :  that  during  the  last  session 
of  Parliament  a  petition  was  presented  to  a 
Committee  over  which  he  presided,  and  after  a 
long  inyestigation  a  report  was  brought  forward 
in  reference  to  that  petition,  which  referred  to 
a  man  now  a  convict— a  man  named  Ghemis— 
and  he  should  give  some  reasons  why  he  be- 
lieved what  he  had  publicly  expressed  then, 
that  Chemis  was  innocent  of  the  crime;  and  he 
intended  to  make  the  same  statement  again. 

BIr.  HAMLIN  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  Had 
the  honourable  gentleman  a  right  to  speak  to  a 
qraestion  of  his  own  on  the  Order  Paper  two  or 
three  questions  down  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEK  said  no  honourable  gentle- 
man would  be  entitled  to  speak  to  the  question 
of  a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  in  anticipation 
pf  the  motion  on  that  subject  which  was  on 
the  Order  Paper ;  but  the  honourable  member 
could  speak  to  the  case  he  now  referred  to. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS  thanked  Mr.  Speaker  for 
that  decisiop ;  and  he  said  fearlessly  that  if  any 
honourable  member  considered  the  matter  of 
lees  importance  than,  or  not  equal  importance 
to,  those  discussed  day  after  day,  his  best 
course  would  be  to  go  to  the  lobbies  and  re- 
main there  until  he  (Mr.  Mills)  finished,  for  he 
had  the  floor  of  the  House,  and  intended  to 
keep  it. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  if  this  was  a  defiance  of 
Mr.  Speaker's  ruling. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  understand  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  defy  his  ruling.  He 
had  told  the  honourable  gentleman  he  was  not 
to  refer  to  the  proposal  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  on  this  motion 
for  adjournment,  and  he  did  not  understand 
that  he  proposed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON  should  say  it  was  an  invita- 
tion to  the  honourable  member  for  Franklin 
to  go  into  the  lobby. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  he  did  not  intend  to  go 
there.  He  had  a  right  to  sit  in  the  House, 
and  would  sit  there. 

Mr.  MOORE  thought  they  ought  to  have  the 
Speaker's  ruling  on  the  question  whether  an 
honourable  gentleman  could  challenge  another 
to  go  into  the  lobby. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  it  was  an  invitation  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Franklin  to  step 
outside.    They  knew  what  that  meant. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  that  if  he  could  under- 
stand that  he  was  wanted  to  step  out  for  a 
certain  purpose  he  should  be  most  happy  to 
accommodate  the  honourable  gentleman ;  aye, 
the  two  of  them  together  if  they  liked. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS  said  the  matter  he  was 
referring  to  he  would  endeavour  to  summarise 
as  much  as  ^ssible ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  there 
were  many  in  that  House  who  had  not  heard 
the  facts  to  which  he  intended  to  allude.  The 
position  was  this :  that  some  three  years  ago  a 
man  named  Hawkings  was  found  murdered  not 
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far  from  the  City  of  Wellington,  and  it  was  a 
most  horrible  murder,  for  he  was  shot  in  two 
places,  besides  being  stabbed  twenty-one  times. 
A  man  named  Chemis,  who  had  been  residing 
near  the  same  place  for  fourteen  years,  and  had 
been  always  working  for  one  employer,  was 
accused  of  the  muraer.  He  was  tried  and 
found  guilty;  but  directly  after  a  large  number 
of  persons  in  the  city  and  round  about  the 
suburbs  signed  a  petition  voluntarily,  quickly, 
and  most  earnestly,  to  have  this  man  pardoned. 
The  matter  was  thoroughly  and  fully  discussed 
by  the  Cabinet  then  in  power,  and  the  result 
was  that  the  sentence  was  commuted ;  and  so 
far  the  prisoner  had  remained  .in  gaol.  When 
a  petition  was  presented  to  the  House  last 
session  it  was  inquired  into,  and  some  honour- 
able members  passed  very  strong  reflections  on 
Committees  of  the  House,  comparing  them  un- 
favourably with  common  juries ;  and  it  was 
asked  whether  they  should  give  their  time  and 
attention  to  such  matters — whether  they  had 
any  right  to  do  so,  and  whether  they  should  not 
pass  it  over  and  treat  the  petition  with  silence. 
In  his  opinion,  there  was  nothing  more  import- 
ant in  this  country,  or  in  any  other,  than  a 
man's  liberty.  The  logical  conclusion  in  the 
minds  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  was, 
that  either  the  evidence  was  sufficient  to  prove 
that  this  man  was  guilty  of  the  crime,  and  he 
should  have  been  hanged  without  delay,  or  he 
should  have  been  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  in- 
sufficient evidence.  He  would  now  refer  to  what 
took  place  about  three  years  ago  with  regard  to 
a  common  jury,  as  showing  why  he  thought  a 
Select  Committee  of  that  House  was  equal,  if 
not  superior,  to  a  common  jury.  He  was  called 
as  a  witness  some  three  years  ago  in  Wellington. 
To  the  best  of  his  recoUection  there  were  thir- 
teen cases  on  the  caJendar,  and,  of  these,  he 
thought  the  prisoners  were  acquitted  in  twelve 
cases,  and  one  conviction  was  established, — 
and  why?  Because  the  man  confessed  his 
guilt.  He  asked  a  juryman  afterwards  how  it 
was,  when  such  direct  evidence  had  been  pro- 
duced in  one  case,  that  he  could  not  convict 
the  man ;  and  the  juryman  asked,  "  Do  you 
think  I  am  going  to  convict  anybody  on  four 
bob  a  day?"  Therefore  he  contended  that 
a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  was  superior 
to  a  common  jury  in  that  respect :  and  he  held 
that  this  petition  had  been  properly  dealt  with. 
To  back  up  his  opinion,  he  would  read  an  ex- 
tract from  one  of  the  leading  journals  in 
Wellington,  written  when  this  murder  was 
record^.  He  would  quote  from  the  Evening 
Post  of  the  16th  July,  1889  :— 

**  Intense  astonishment  is  the  prevailing  feel- 
ing with  which  the  verdict  of  the  jury  in  the 
E^wara  murder  case  has  been  received  by 
the  public.  It  was  entirely  unexpected,  for, 
although  a  generaJ  impression  has  prevailed 
that  Chemis  was  really  the  perpetrator  of  the 
crime,  very  few  thought  that  any  twelve  men 
would,  on  the  evidence,  return  a  verdict  of 
Guilty.  The  evidence  was  purely  circumstan- 
tial, and  the  chain  of  circumstances  had  some 
very  weak  links  indeed.  Amongst  the  weakest 
was  the  one  forged  by  the  police,  connecting 
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the  pieces  of  paper  found  in  the  wound  in 
Hawkings's  body  with  the  others  eJleged  to  be 
found  in  Chemis's  house.  To  those  who,  outside 
the  jury-box,  followed  the  evidence  most  closely, 
it  certainly  appeared  that  here  there  was  a 
most  fatal  flaw  in  the  welding.  Were  the  pieces 
of  paper  which  fitted  in  with  those  taken  from 
the  wound  actually  found  in  the  possession  of 
Chemis,  or  might  it  not  have  been  possible  that 
they  were  really  found  near  where  the  murder 
was  committed  ?  In  the  latter  case  there  would 
be  nothing  to  connect  Chemis  with  the  crime. 
The  police  seem  to  have  dealt  with  the  various 
pieces  of  paper  in  a  very  careless  and  rude  way. 
Each  piece  as  it  was  found  should  have  been 
carefully  marked  for  identification,  the  exact 
spot  where  it  was  found  noted,  and  the  greatest 
precautions  should  have  been  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  their  subsequent  custody  until  pro- 
duced in  Court.  Instead  of  this,  some  were 
bundled  into  a  handkerchief,  without  note  or 
sign  by  which  they  could  be  identified  or  the 
place  tbey  came  from  determined,  others  were 
sorted  into  envelopes,  and  all  were  carried 
about  in  pockets,  locked  up  in  presses,  passed 
from  hand  to  hand,  or  generally  dealt  with  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  impossible  to 
follow  their  history  with  any  absolute  cer- 
tainty, and  to  throw  considerable  doubt  on 
their  identity.  Thus  what  might  have  formed 
the  veiy  strongest  evidence  was  greatly  weak- 
ened in  its  force  and  involved  in  not  unreason- 
able doubt :  yet  this  was  the  most  important, 
in  fact,  almost  the  only  evidence  to  directly 
connect  Chemis  with  the  murder.  No  one 
would  have  been  surprised  if  tiie  jury  had  given 
the  prisoner  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  arising 
from  the  negligence  of  the  police  in  regard  to 
the  identification  and  custody  of  these  pieces 
of  paper :  in  fact,  every  one  expected  that  they 
would  do  80.  We  regret  having  to  write  severely 
of  the  action  of  the  police,  but  public  duty 
leaves  us  no  alternative.  If  the  reed  criminal 
has  been  brought  to  justice,  they  do  not  de- 
serve any  credit;  whereas,  if  the  wrong  man 
has  by  any  chance  been  convicted,  a  most  ter- 
rible responsibility  rests  upon  ^em.  .  .  The 
extraordinary  delays  which  took  place  on  all 
hands,  however,  combined  to  render  it  impos- 
sible to  do  more  than  establish  a  weak  cir- 
cumstantial case.  .  .  .  Fortunately  the 
whole  case  will  have  to  undergo  the  careful 
revision  of  the  Executive  Council  and  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  and  if,  on  impartial  re- 
view, they  see  any  element  of  doubt  as  to  the 
convict's  guilt,  any  serious  flaw  in  the  chain  of 
circumstances  against  him,  or  any  resLsonable 
explanation  of  the  facts  consistent  with  his 
innocence,  we  may  rest  assured  that  the  capital 
sentence  will  be  commuted,  so  that,  if  any 
error  has  been  committed,  its  future  rectifica- 
tion may  not  be  rendered  absolutely  impossible 
should  further  evidence  be  forthcoming  either 
directly  bearing  on  the  action  of  Chemis  in 
the  matter,  or  implicating  some  one  else  as 
the  author  of  the  crime." 

That  was  what  appeared  in  one  journal  which 
was  well  known  in  the  City  of  Wellington ;  and 
there  was  another.   The  CathoUc  TimeSf  a  jour- 
Mr.  C.  H.  Milk 


nal  of  some  note,  published  a  leader  in  its  issue 
of  the  19th  of  July,  1889 ;  and,  as  the  liberty  or 
bondage  of  a  doomed  man  was  yet  hanging  in 
the  balance,  he  would  give  extracts  from  that 
animated  and  persuasive  open  letter  to  the 
Oovemor  on  that  date.  Referring  to  the  peti- 
tion for  the  commutation  of  the  death  sentence 
on  Louis  Chemis,  the  writer  stated, — 

*'  A  large  number  of  the  people  of  Welling- 
ton, it  is  probable  the  whole  colony,  are  about 
to  implore  you  to  practise  that  grandest  attri- 
bute of  power  of  wnich  the  great  Shakespeare 
has  written,  '  We  plead  now  for  mercy.'  The 
history  of  this  man  for  many  years  proves  that 
he  has  been  a  loyal  and  estimable  citizen,  a 
good  father,  an  honest  helpful  neighbour,  and 
a  true  man.  He  has  saved  life  at  the  risk  of 
his  own.  Let  his  good  qualities,  let  the  lives 
he  has  saved,  plead  for  his  own  life.  Charles 
Bunny,  that  far-seeing  and  truthful  advocate, 
that  heroic  lawyer  who  rose  from  his  death-bed 
to  defend  Chemis,  declared  almost  in  the  last 
words  we  heard  him  utter  his  unalterable  bcdief 
in  the  innocence  of  Louis  Chemis.  The  evidence 
against  Chemis  was  not  only  circumstantial, 
but  of  the  narrowest,  most  confused,  and  ob- 
scure type.  The  prisoner  was  convicted  on 
that  portion  of  the  testimony  which  related  to 
some  pieces  of  paper.  We  will  not  insult  yonr 
intelligence,  not  as  a  Governor  of  this  colony 
but  as  a  man  of  the  world,  by  attempting  any 
criticism  of  the  paper  *  proof,'  feeling  sure  thaC 
on  such  *  proof '  you  could  not  permit  a  dog  to 
be  hanged.  Every  jurisprudent  of  eminence 
has  recorded  an  equal  solemn  protest  against 
convicting  when  the  evidence  against  the  ac- 
cused is  police  evidence,  unsupported,  or  only 
meagrely  supported,  by  the  testimony  of  those 
unconnected  with  the  police.  The  person  who 
can  conscientiously  say  that  no  doubt  exists  in 
this  case  must  be  totally  incapable  of  apprais- 
ing or  estimating  the  value  of  evidence.  Yooz 
Excellency  knows  there  is  a  doubt,  a  moat 
grave  doubt,  not  only  in  the  minds  of  the  mul- 
titude, but  in  the  minds  of  many  lawyers  and 
laymen  of  the  highest  education  and  keenest 
intelligence.  Many  perfectly  innocent  men 
may  be  totally  unable  to  prove  their  innocence 
— Louis  Chemis  may  be  in  that  position.  We 
add  the  expression  of  our  fervent  hopes  that  the 
Omniscient  will  aid  and  guide  your 'delibera- 
tions, and  that  you  will  not  for  one  moment 
forget  that  a  man's  life  is  at  stake,  and  that 
there  is  doubt  concerning  his  guilt." 

No  other  construction  could  be  placed  on 
this  a{»peai  to  the  Governor  than  that  the 
journalist  who  wrote  these  words  was  con- 
vinced of  the  innocence  of  this  man.  It  was 
an  appeal  to  the  Ghovemor  to  look  into  this 
case  and  render,  so  far  as  he  could,  justice  to 
this  prisoner.  And  what  did  Lord  Onslow,  who 
was  then  Governor,  do  ?  He  wc^ked  over  the 
ground  himself, — as  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee had  since  done, — timed  himself,  and  made 
further  inquiries,  and  found  that  it  would  have 
required  a  succession  of  little  miracles  for  that 
man  to  have  perpetrated  the  murder— any  one 
who  sifted  the  evidence  would  see  that  what 
he  said  was  correct— and  the  resolt  was  that 
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yrhea  the  matter  went  before  the  Cabinet  they 
commuted  the  sentence.  And  once  that  was 
done  it  was  made  evident  that  there  had  not 
heen  sufficient  evidence  to  hang  the  msm.  Any 
one  who  reahsed  the  horrible  nature  of  the 
murder  must  feel  that,  if  the  evidence  had 
been  sufficient,  nothing  could  or  should  have 
saved  the  man  from  the  gallows  if  he  was 
guilty.  When  the  matter  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee they  found  that  some  of  the  strongest 
evidence  brought  before  the  jury  had  no 
weight  with  them.  There  was  this  fact :  that 
the  stiletto  which  was  found  in  the  man*8 
house  was  taken  by  the  doctor  and  placed 
in  the  wound  before  it  had  been  submitted 
to  any  analysis.  If  that  had  not  been  done 
this  weapon  might  have  been  strong  evidence 
in  favour  of  the  man,  because  it  could  have 
been  proved  that  it  had  not  had  any  blood 
on  it  for  some  time  before.  There  was  one 
point  which  was  most  conclusive  with  the 
Committee  as  far  as  regarded  this  weapon,  and 
it  was  shown  in  this  way:  When  the  police 
brought  the  clothes  of  the  murdered  man  away 
ihey  did  not  show  very  great  care  in  having 
those  clothes  looked  after.  In  the  bottom  of 
the  box  in  which  the  clothes  were  there  was  a 
paper  collar  in  which  there  was  a  slit  where 
a  weapon  had  been  stabbed  through,  and,  as 
lihe  doctor  had  said,  the  only  place  of  a  deep 
wound  in  the  body  was  the  neck.  That  was 
dearly  shown,  and,  if  the  shape  of  the  cut  had 
exactly  fittted  the  weapon,  then  there  would 
have  been  little  doubt  that  the  weapon  had 
caused  the  death  of  the  murdered  man.  The 
Committee  had  this  weapon  stabbed  through 
the  collar  in  another  part,  and  what  was  the 
result?  It  was  clear  and  conclusive  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  that  weapon  was  not  the  weapon 
used.  It  could  not  possibly  have  been  used, 
because  it  was  in  shape  an  inverted  diamond ; 
whereas  the  other  hole  in  the  collar  was 
just  the  same  slit  as  a  butcher's  loiife  would 
make.  The  evidence  given  to  the  Committee 
also  showed  this  :  that  the  gun  was  a  double- 
barrelled  one  —  not  a  breach  -  loader,  but  a 
muzzle-loader;  that  it  was  only  fired  out  of 
one  barrel,  whereas  the  victim  had  received 
two  shots — one  struck  him  on  the  pocket  and 
glanced  off  a  knife  there,  and  the  other  charge 
was  fired  in  his  back  under  the  shoulder.  But 
the  doctor  stated  in  his  evidence  that  the  man 
could  have  run  for  twenty  miles  after  the  shot, 
and  that  the  shot  would  not  have  killed  him. 
It  was  the  stabbing  which  killed  him.  Other 
strong  evidence  was  shown  to  the  Committee. 
It  was  proved  that  Chemis  had  the  same 
clothes  on  when  the  police  first  went  to  his 
hoilse  as  he  had  been  working  in  the  day 
previously,  and  yet  they  could  find  no  blood 
on  them,  although  he  was  supposed  to  have 
stabbed  a  man  twenty-one  times  in  the  dark. 
Honourable  members  would  recollect  that  on 
flie  Slst  May  it  was  dark  at  five  o'clock,  and 
the  murder  was  committed  about  half- past  five 
or  twenty  minutes  to  six ;  and  yet,  marvellous 
to  relate !  there  was  not  one  spot  of  blood  on 
Ohemis's  clothes  or  anywhere  about  him.  To  the 
mind  of  the  Committee  that  was  very  strong 


evidence  in  his  favour.  There  was  another 
thing  that  was  also  shown  very  clearly,  and 
that  was  that  Chemis  had  for  thirteen  years 
proved  himself  a  straightforward,  honest  man, 
and  of  anything  but  a  quarrelsome  nature. 
He  had  always  been  known  as  a  very  plea- 
sant, even  amiable,  neighbour  to  those  round 
about  him.  Then,  within  three  months  of  the 
hearing  of  the  case  the  Government  brought 
in  "  The  Criminal  Evidence  Act,  1889,"  which 
enabled  a  man's  wife  to  give  evidence.  If 
the  wife  had  been  able  to  give  evidence  in  this 
case  the  result  might  have  ^been  very  different. 
And  if  it  had  not  been  made  lawful  for  a  wife 
to  give  evidence,  he  maintained  that  every 
one  would  have  had  to  keep  somebody  al- 
ways at  home  to  prove  an  alibi ;  *  if  a  wife 
or  child  could  not  prove  it,  then  a  man  must 
keep  a  strajiger  in  the  house  to  give  evidence 
of  an  alibi.  The  evidence  given  afterwards 
by  Chemis's  wife  and  chUd  was  as  strong 
as  it  could  possibly  be,  and  it  bore  out  the 
fact  that  he  had  reached  home  shortly  after 
five  o'clock  that  particular  night,  and  had 
never  left  it.  He  (Mr.  C.  H.  Mills)  had  walked 
from  Chemis's  house  to  the  scene  of  the 
murder,  and  he  had  made  all  allowance 
for  a  man  travelling  over  the  hill  much 
quicker  than  he  could  do  it,  and  it  was  con- 
clusive that,  unless  Mr.  Dimant  had  hap- 
pened to  meet  Hawkings  that  particular  night 
and  stopped  him  talking  for  ten  minutes, 
it  would  have  been  impossible  for  Chemis  to 
have  committed  the  murder  within  the  time. 
But  the  fact  of  Dimant  meeting  Hawkings  and 
chatting  with  him  for  about  ten  minutes  just 
gave  sufficient  time  for  Chemis  to  have  got 
over  the  hill  and  committed  this  deed.  But 
everything  went  to  show  that  the  man  never 
left  his  house.  The  real  evidence  was  that  of 
the  piece  of  newspaper  found  in  his  house  and 
that  found  in  the  wound.  But  what  was  that 
worth  ?  Only  the  other  day,  when  travelling 
from  Blenheim  to  Havelock,  he  was  talking  to 
a  gentleman  in  regard  to  this  evidence,  and 
this  gentleman  said  that  he  had  got  a  piece  of  a 
Blenheim  newspaper  in  his  pocket ;  that  he  had 
torn  half  of  the  paper  off  in  the  billiard-room  of 
a  hotel,  leaving  the  rest ;  and  he  said  if  a  man 
were  killed  at  that  place,  and  it  were  shown 
that  he  was  the  last  person  who  was  seen  talk- 
ing to  the  murdered  man,  the  part  of  the  torn 
paper  left  at  the  hotel  might  be  brought  as 
evidence  against  him.  It  showed  that  an  acci- 
dent of  that  kind  might  occur  so  simply,  when, 
at  the  same  time,  it  might  be  clear  to  any  one 
that  the  party  charged  with  the  murder  had 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Then,  Chemis  had 
a  stiletto  and  a  revolver  in  his  possession,  and 
if  he  wished  to  commit  a  murder  there  was 
no  need  for  him  to  have  loaded  a  gun  and 
carried  it  over  the  hill.  Both  the  Crown 
Prosecutor  and  the  surgeon  admitted  to  the 
Committee  that  the  stiletto  was  only  make- 
weight evidence.  But  it  was  strong  make- 
weight evidence  at  that  particular  time — in 
fact,  it  almost  carried  conviction  with  the  jury, 
because  the  accused  was  a  foreigner,  and  fo- 
reigners were  the  class  who  generally  used 
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stilettos.  The  jury  were  told  that  a  stiletto 
wfibs  found  in  his  possession,  and  that  it  fitted 
the  wound  exactly  in  size  and  shape ;  and  no 
doubt  that  did  carry  conviction  with  the  jury 
at]  that  particular  time.  Then,  it  was  shown 
clearly  that  Ghemis  had  been  using  wads  for 
six  weeks  previously,  whereas  paper  had  been 
used  when  the  shots  were  fired ;  and  the  shot 
used  was  of  a  different  size  from  that  found 
in  his  pouch.  That  was  strong  evidence  in 
Chemi8*8  favour.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
talk  about  the  motive.  He  did  not  intend  to 
go  outside  what  the  Judge  himself  said  in 
reference  to  that.  The  Judge  said,  when  sum- 
ming up  at  the  trial,  "The  fact  that  no  motive 
had  been  proved  would  be  a  circumstance  in 
favour  of  the  prisoner."  Then,  he  went  on 
further  to  say, — 

"  The  question  for  them  to  consider  was, 
Were  they  satisfied  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt 
that  the  prisoner  committed  the  crime  ?  Pro- 
bably they  would  find  many  facts  consistent 
with  his  guilt,  and  many  facts  consistent  with 
his  innocence,  and  if  that  should  be  the  case 
they  could  not  convict  him.  .  .  .  The 
principal  fact  against  the  prisoner  was  that 
pieces  of  the  Post  of  the  28rd  of  May  were 
found  in  the  wound  and  on  the  ground,  and 
that  afterwards  i^ieces  fitting  to  them  were 
found  in  prisoner's  house,  and  from  that  it  was 
sai<l  they  mpist  infer  that  the  pieces  were  found 
in  his  possession.  There  may  be  some  error, 
and  it  was  for  them  to  say,  after  examining 
the  evidence,  whether  or  not  there  was  any 
error.  Of  course,  he  pointed  out,  if  there  had 
only  been  the  pieces  found  on  the  ground,  and 
the  corresponding  pieces  in  the  wound,  that 
would  not  connect  the  prisoner  with  the 
crime.  It  was  necessary  to  pay  great  atten- 
tion to  the  evidence  of  the  constables,  upon 
whose  evidence  the  finding  of  the  papers  stood. 
It  was  necessary  to  see  beyond  all  reasonable 
doubt  whether  the  evidence  was  convicting  and 
satisfactory,  and  left  no  room  for  doubt;  for, 
although  they  may  have  said  that  the  paper 
was  found  in  the  house, — and  no  doubt  they  be- 
lieved it,'— there  might  have  been  some  mistake. 
His  Honour  referred  to  the  evidence  of  the 
several  officers  engaged  in  the  search  at  the 
ground  and  the  prisoner's  home,  and  he  said 
it  would  be  for  them  to  say  whether  Inspector 
Thompson  had  possibly  allowed  the  pieces  of 
paper  to  get  mixed,  and  that  the  papers  he  had 
found  on  the  ground  and  placed  in  an  envelope 
marked  *  Gorse '  could  not  have  been  mistaken 
for  those  found  in  the  house.  ...  It  might 
be  that  the  jury  had  heard  some  rumours  of 
ill-feeling  between  the  prisoner  and  Hawkings. 
He  need  not  tell  them  that  any  such  rumours 
should  not  afiect  them  in  the  slightest  way. 
If  there  was  any  ill-feeling  between  the  two 
men  it  ought  to  have  been  proved.  If  there 
was  any  real  foundation  that  there  was  ill- 
feeling — so  much  so  that  Hawkings  was  afraid 
— one  could  hardly  doubt  that  some  proper 
evidence  of  it  ought  to  have  been  adduced. 
.  .  .  In  order  to  convict  the  prisoner,  they 
must  bring  themselves  to  a  conclusion  without 
any  reasonable  doubt.  If  any,  however,  had 
Afr.  C.  H.  MilU 


any  doubt  they  must  give  the  prisoner  the 
benefit  of  it." 

That  was  the  summing-up  of  the  Judge  ofe 
the  trial,  and  he  claimed  that  it  was  entirely 
in  favour  of  the  prisoner.  He  felt  that  what 
concerned  a  man's  liberty  was  such  a  grave 
matter  that  he  would  not  for  anything  allow 
the  session  to  pass  over  without  bringing  the- 
matter  before  the  House,  because  he  considered, 
having  once  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
man  was  really  the  victim  of  a  great  miscar- 
riage of  justice,  the  more  he  could  bring  tha 
matter  forward,  and  the  more  he  could  call 
attention  to  it,  the  better  chance  there  was 
for  the  poor  fellow  to  get  justice  in  the  end. 
Even  though  he  was  a  foreigner,  that  should 
not  weigh  against  Chemis.  He  (Mr.  Mills) 
had  read  only  the  other  day  of  a  foi:eigner 
in  Auckland  who  had  saved  six  lives  in  this 
colony,  and  who  was  presented  with  a  medal 
for  his  bravery.  He  did  not  think  it  right 
that  there  should  be  any  feeling  against  a  maa 
because  of  his  nationality  :  in  fact,  as  English- 
men they  ought  rather  to  give  greater  coii- 
sideration  to  him,  because  these  men  wero- 
certainly  at  a  disadvantage  when  charges  were 
brought  against  them.  It  was  for  that  reasoa 
that  he  had  ventilated  this  matter,  and  be- 
cause he  knew  of  no  other  way  in  which  he 
could  do  this  person  any  good.  He  knew  that 
they  could  only  appeal  to  such  a  tribunal  a» 
this,  for  they  were  the  guflbrdians  of  the 
people's  rights  and  privileges ;  and  if  the  Go- 
vernment eventually  decided  to  constitute  a 
Court  of  Criminal  Appeal,  then  he  should,  at 
any  rate,  have  taken  one  step  towards  bringing 
that  reform  upon  the  statute-book.  He  felt — 
and  he  knew  there  were  a  great  number  of 
other  people  just  in  the  same  position — he 
honestly  believed  that  a  great  miscarriage  of 
justice  had  occurred  in  connection  with  this- 
case.  He  did  not  wish  to  traverse  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  it  might  be- 
remembered  that  he  had  stated  so  when  bring- 
ing down  the  report  of  the  Committee  last 
year;  and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  then 
complimented  him,  when  that  report  was  pre- 
sented, because  ho  (Mr.  Mills)  stated  that  he 
did  not  wish  to  impugn  in  any  way  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Court.  Any  one  who  said  that 
the  Committee  had  impugned  that  decision  in 
trying  the  matter  as  the  Committee  had  done 
took  up  a  position  that  he  had  no  right  to 
occupy.  So  far  as  his  understanding  could 
guide  him  ia  regard  to  the  case  of  this  maa» 
he  would  say  this  :  The  logical  conclusion  waa 
that  Chemis  must  either  be  guilty  or  innocent 
of  the  crime  charged  against  him.  If  th.e 
Crown  could  prove  him  to  be  guilty  of  sueli 
a  murder  as  was  laid  to  his  charge,  then  He- 
should  be  hung  without  the  slightest  oompuno- 
tion.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  was  an 
innocent  man,  then  he  (Mr.  Mills)  said  that 
the  Crown  should  have  given  him  his  freedom  : 
he  ought  to  have  his  freedom  unless  he  could 
be  proved  guilty.  Some  asked.  Who  was  the 
one  who  committed  the  murder?  That  had 
nothing  to  do  with  him.  He  was  not  there 
to  prove  the  guilt  of  any  one  else,  and  he 
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did  not  believe  for  one  moment  a  member  of 
Parliament  could  be  expected  to  do  so.  All 
the  Cknnmittee,  had  to  do  was  to  make  in- 
qnixy  into  the  evidence,  and  report  to  the 
Mouse ;  and,  that  having  been  done,  he  hoped 
something  would  before  long  be  done  to  carry 
out  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee, 
and  let  the  country  clearly  understand  what 
was  the  position.  He  believed  this  man  should 
be  liberated.  No  chain  was  stronger  than  its 
weakest  link.  They  all  acknowledged  that; 
and  the  links  in  this  chain  of  evidence  were 
80  weak  that  there  was  no  reasonable  man 
who  went  through  it  but  would  come  to  the 
same  conclusion  as  the  Committee  had  come 
to.  And,  finally,  he  earnestly  trusted  the  Exe- 
entive  would  give  to  an  innocent  man  what 
our  forefathers  fought  so  hard  and  even  died 
for — the  blessing  of  liberty. 

Mr.  FISH  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  just  resumed  his  seat  was,  in  his 
opinion,  to  be  highly  congratulated  upon  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  introduced  this  ques- 
tion to  the  House.  He  did  not  think  there 
was  anything  left  to  tell.  It  must  be  evident 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  sincere  in 
bis  convictions  upon  this  matter,  and  that 
he  really  believed  a  wrong  had  been  done  to  an 
unfortunate  man  who  was  wrongly  in  prison. 
He  ^Mr.  Fish)  could  only  say  that  at  the  time 
of  the  conviction  he,  in  common — he  thought 
he  was  justified  in  saying  —  with  the  large 
majority  of  the  people  of  Wellington,  had 
a  strong  conviction  that  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  was  not  warranted  by  the  evidence.  This 
case  had  since  then  been  brought  up  before 
the  Committee  of  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waimea-Picton  was  Chairman,  and  he 
knew  it  had  received  from  that  Committee  the 
most  careful  and  patient  consideration,  and 
the  result  of  that  patient  consideration  was 
contained  in  the  somewhat  warm  appeal  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  made  that  after- 
noon for  justice  to  this  man.  At  all  events,  as 
the  honourable  member  had  said,  this  man  was 
either  innocent  or  he  was  guilty.  If  he  was 
guilty  he  should  have  been  hanged.  If  there 
was  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  Government 
of  the  day  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  com- 
mute the  death  penalty  to  one  of  imprisonment 
for  life,  he  thought  the  time  had  come  when 
the  Government  should  reconsider  their  deci- 
sion, with  the  view  of  allowing  this  unfortunate 
znan  to  obtain  his  liberty.  He  ought  not  to  be 
imprisoned  for  life  under  the  circumstances, 
and  yet  that  was  what  the  sentence  had  been 
oommnted  to.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
distinctly  shown  them  that  the  position  of  the 
xoatter  was  such  as  to  justify  the  Government 
in  taking  the  case  up  again  for  careful  con- 
sideration; and  if  they  saw  that  the  verdict 
was  not  warranted  by  the  evidence  they  should 
show  to  the  prisoner  the  further  clemency  of 
the  Crown.  He  cculd  add  nothing  to  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  said,  and  had 
said  so  very  well.  He  did  not  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  be  accused  of 
speaking  in  a  partisan  spirit.  He  thought  he 
had  made  out  a  sufficient  case  to  justL^  the 


Government  in  giving  the  case  fresh  considera- 
tion. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  agree  with  the  last 
speaker.  He  had  read  the  evidence  given  at 
the  trial,  and  especially  had  he  read  the 
evidence  that  came  out  when  the  charge  of 
perjury  was  preferred,  and  he  said  that  any 
person  who  read  the  evidence  in  the  second 
case — that  was  to  say,  when  the  charge  of  per- 
jury was  preferred — could  come  to  no  otfier 
conclusion  than  that  it  was  more  than  ample 
evidence  for  the  verdict  which  the  jury  found. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  be  utterly  useless  to 
bring  up  this  question  on  a  motion  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House.  If  there  was  any 
other  way  of  having  the  matter  discussed  it 
could  surely  be  found,  instead  of  the  matter 
being  brought  up  on  a  motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  He  had  carefully  read 
the  evidence,  and  also  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee,  and  he  said  that  any  person  who 
went  through  it  impartially,  not  biassed  one 
way  or  the  other,  must  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  man  had  been  properly  convicted.  He 
regretted  exceedingly  that  the  forms  of  the 
House  allowed  members  to  attack  persons  out- 
side the  House  as  they  had  been  attacked  that 
afternoon.  He  had  often  been,  as  he  thought, 
unjustly  criticized  by  newspapers,  and  unjustly 
criticized  by  the  Post;  but  surely  it  was  not 
fair,  it  was  not  English,  and  it  was  not  manly 
to  attack  a  man  in  the  way  Mr.  Gillon  had 
been  attacked  that  day,  and  to  put  those  at- 
tacks in  Hansard^  when  he  had  no  opportunity 
of  reply  and  could  have  none.  He  had  known 
Mr.  Gillon  in  various  positions  for  a  great  num- 
ber of  years — in  fact,  almost  from  the  time 
that  he  (Sir  B.  Stout)  first  came  to  the  colony ; 
and,  although  he  might  be  very  violent,  per- 
haps, in  expression  of  his  likes  and  dislikes,  he 
did  not  know  anything  he  had  done  which  war- 
ranted the  remarks  that  had  been  made  about 
him  that  afternoon.  Even  were  it  so,  he  did 
not  think  it  was  proper  for  the  forms  of  the 
House  to  be  used  so  as  to  allow  of  such  proceed- 
ings taking  place  as  they  had  had  that  after-  . 
noon.  Surely  they  should  not  allow  Han- 
sard to  be  abused  in  that  way— as  a  vehicle 
for  the  outpourings  of  such  strong  feelings 
as  they  had  listened  to  in  that  House;  and 
he  really  thought,  if  their  Standing  Orders  did 
not  enable  them  to  stop  that  state  of  things, 
some  change  ought  to  be  made  that  would  pro- 
hibit such  things  going  forth  into  Hansard 
as  they  had  had  in  the  House  that  afternoon. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  fair  or  manly,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  prostituting  the  position  of 
the  House,  to  use  Hansard  for  such  a  purpose. 
He  would  not  now  remark  upon  the  Libel  Bill 
—that  would  be  discussed  when  the  Bill  came 
before  the  House,  and  properly  discussed;  but 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  press  on  their 
business.  That  afternoon  had  been  entirely 
wasted,  in  the  same  way  as  many  others  had 
been  during  that  session.  He  had  protested 
against  it  from  the  first,  and  he  said  now,  as  he 
had  said  before,  that  they  could  not  expect  to 
do  the  work  of  Parliament  in  a  proper  manner 
if  they  were  only  to  reach  it  after  twelve  o'clock 
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at  night.  They  saw  afternoon  after  afternoon 
wasted,  and  yet,  knowing  this  terrible  waste  of 
time  was  going  on,  they  were  expected  to  do 
their  work  perhaps  at  one  o*olock  in  the  morn- 
ing. It  showed  the  necessity  of  their  Standing 
Orders  being  amended  in  such  a  way  as  to  pre- 
vent this  terrible  waste  of  time. 

Mr.  HOGG  was  exceedingly  sorry  to  know 
that  the  honr  was  so  advanced,  and  that  he 
should  not  be  given  another  opportunity  of 
discussing  this  question.  He  was  absolutely 
astonished  at  the  opinions  expressed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua.  For  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  think  the  time  devoted  to 
the  discussion  of  this  question  that  afternoon 
had  been  wa.sted.  They  had  before  them  the 
case  of  a  man  who  had  been  languishing  during 
the  past  three  or  four  years  in  prison,  whose 
wife  was  practically  a  widow,  and  whose  family 
were  practically  orphans ;  and  he  said  this :  that 
any  discussion  of  this  character  which  might 
have  the  effect  of  restoring  this  man  to  liberty, 
to  his  wife  and  family,  and  to  every  one  con- 
nected with  him,  was  not  time  wasted  at  all, 
but  time  very  well  applied.  He  had  read  the 
evidence,  and  he  had  read  it  originally  from 
beginning  to  end,  and  he  came  to  an  entirely 
different  conclusion  from  that  arrived  at  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  because,  in 
his  opinion,  it  pointed  conclusively  to  the  fact 
that  the  man,  so  far  from  being  guilty  of  the 
crime  imputed  to  him,  was  absolutely  innocent. 
This  was  the  opinion  he  had  held  from  the 
first,  and  it  was  the  opinion  he  held  now:  and 
he  said  that,  if  the  facts  of  that  man's  case 
were  brought  before  any  Parliament  in  the 
world,  and  fairly  represented,  instead  of  being 
tried  as  it  originally  was  before  a  common  jury 
composed  of  young  and  inexperienced  men, 
any  competent  tribunal  .would  have  returned 
an  entirely  different  verdict.  In  treating  of 
this  question,  he  would  like  to  know  what  kind 
of  justice  the  prisoners  arraigned  for  criminal 
offences  really  received  from  the  tribunals  be- 
fore which  they  were  brought.  The  whole 
wealth  of  the  country  was  brought  to  bear 
against  them,  the  whole  machinery  of  the  cri- 
minal law  was  brought  into  operation.  Paid 
Grown  Prosecutors,  trained  to  their  work,  and 
determined  to  sacrifice  the  lives  or  liberties 
of  the  accused,  were  employed.  Evidence 
from  every  pare  of  the  country  that  could  by 
any  possibility  convict  them  was  brought  to 
bear  against  them.  They  had  no  opportunity 
at  all.  The  scales  of  justice  were  not  evenly 
balanced,  and  no  honourable  member  knew  it 
better  than  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua. With  regard  to  the  Ghemis  case,  he 
would  not  say  another  word  as  to  the  man's 
guilt  or  innocence,  but  he  would  like  to  know 
whether  he  had  received  a  fair  trial,  whether 
the  scales  of  justice  had  been  evenly  balanced, 
whether,  in  fact,  the  scales  of  justice  could  be 
more  unevenly  balanced  than  they  were  in  the 
case  of  that  unfortunate  man.  On  the  one  side 
they  had  the  Grown,  the  engines  of  the  law, 
the  detectives  and  Inspectors  of  Police,  wit- 
nesses brought  from  every  quarter,  and  scien- 
tific experts,  all  brought  to  bear  against  this 
Sir  R,  Stout 


unfortunate  man.  They  had  also  a  preju- 
diced public  opinion,  for  the  fact  that  a  man 
nad  fallen  a  victim  to  a  most  deplorable  and 
cruel  murder  heated  up  the  public  blood  to  an 
intense  point.  They  had  all  that  to  consider^ 
and  he  asked  whether,  under  the  circumstances, 
the  accused  man  had  received  a  fair  trial. 
He  was  known  to  be  a  respectable-  colonist. 
He  had  been  working  for  twelve  years  for  the 
Hutt  Gounty  Gouncil,  but  at  the  trial  he  was  a 
friendless  man.  He  had  maintained  his  wiffr 
and  family  well,  and  he  wa.s  peaceable ;  he 
owed  no  man  aught,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Foresters,  and,  for  a  working-man,  he  was  in 
very  comfortable  circumstances  indeed.  At  aU 
events,  it  was  proved  at  the  trial  that  he  had 
not  the  slightest  motive  for  perpetrating  a 
crime  like  this ;  and  he  (Mr.  Mills)  would  say 
that  any  one  who  went  over  the  case  link  by 
link  would  find  that  a  more  rotten  case  was 
never  set  up  on  evidence  before. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived,  Mr. 
Speaeeb  left  the  chair. 


HOUSE  BESUHED. 

Mr.  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-pas^ 
seven  o'clock. 


ALGOHOLIG  LIQUORS  SALE  GONTROL 
BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Glause  2. — Interpretation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  words  "  *  The 
Licensing  Act,  1881/"  in  the  third  line,  be 
struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting  "  this 
Act." 

The  Gommittee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Bruce 

Fergus 

Hamlin 


Ayes,  18. 
Mills,  J. 
Mitchelson 
Palmer 


Hutchison,  G.   Stout 


Joyce 


Taipua 


Noes,  68. 


Blake 

Kelly,  J. 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  W. 

Buckland 

Lake 

Gadman 

Lawry 

Garncross 

Mackenzie,  M 

GarroU 

Mackintosh 

Dawson 

McGuire 

Duncan 

McGowan 

Duthie 

McKenzie,  J. 

Fish 

McLean 

Fisher 

Meredith 

Fraser 

Moore 

Hall 

Newman 

Hall-Jones 

O'Gonor 

Hogg 

Parata 

Houston 

Pinkerton 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Beeves 

Kapa 

Rhodes 
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Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Eamshaw 
Harkness. 


Richardson 

Russell 

Sandford 

Seddon 

Shera 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  W.  C, 

Swan 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Thompson,  R. 

Valentine 

Ward 

Willis 

Wright. 

Tellers, 
Buick 
MUls,  G.  H. 
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Pair. 
For.  Against, 

Mackenzie,  T.  Thompson,  T. 

Majority  against,  40. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  8. — Electoral  districts  of  colony  con- 
stituted ordinary  licensing  districts. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  words, 
"The  electoral  districts  for  the  time  being  in 
ezistenoe,  constituted  for  the  representation  of 
the  people  in  the  House  of  Representatives," 
be  struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting,  in 
lieu  thereof,  "All  counties  and  boroughs  re- 
speotively." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Russell 

Seddon 

Shera 

Swan 

Taylor 

ThompNBon,  R. 

Valentine 

Ward 

Willis 

Wright. 

Tellers. 
Pinkerton 
Sandford. 


Smith,  W.  C. 

Stout 

Taipua 

Tanner 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Eamshaw 
Harkness. 

Paibs. 
Far,  Against. 

Smith,  E.  M.  Mills,  J. 

Thompson,  T.  Hutchi8on,*G. 

Majority  for,  16. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  4. — Special  licenses  may  be  granted 
when  population  suddenly  increased. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  words  "  or 
reduced"  be  added  to  the  words  "unless 
the  determination  of  the  electors  has  been 
previously  made  that  no  license  shall  be 
granted,"  which  had  been  inserted  after  the 
word  "  may  "  in  line  28,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Seddon. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so 
added." 

Atss,  22. 
Baehanan         Hall-Jones        Newman 
Dnthie  Harkness  O'Conor 

Eamshaw  Hutchison,  W.  Pinkerton 

Fiiher  Mackenzie,  T.    Sandford 

Hall  Moore  Shera 


Ayes,  89. 

Blake 

Eapa 
Kelly,  J. 

Buokland 

Buiok 

Kelly.  W. 

Lawry 

Camcroes 

Mackintosh 

CarroU 

McGowan 

Dawson 

McKenzie,  J. 

Duncan 

McLean 

Fish 

Mills,  C.  H. 

Fisher 

O'Oonor 

Fraeer 

Parata 

Hogg 

Reeves 

Houston 

Richardson 

Hutchison,  W 

Noes,  28. 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  M 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Duthie 

Meredith 

Fergus 

Mitchelson 

Hall 

Moore 

Hall-Jones 

Newman 

Joyce 

Palmer 

Lake 

Rhodes 

Stout 

Taipua 

Tanner 


Blake 

Buckland 

Buick 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Dawson 

Duncan 

Fergus 

Fish 

Fraser 

Hogg 

Houston 

Kapa 


Thompson,  R. 
Wright. 

Nobs,  87. 
KeUy,  W. 
Lake 

Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackintosh 
McGuire 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLean 
MiUs,  C.  H. 
Mitchelson 
Parata 
Reeves 
Rhodes 


Tellers, 
Joyce 
Meredith. 


Richardson 

Russell   ^ 

Seddon 

Smith,  W.  0. 

Swan 

Valentine 

Ward 

WiUis 

Wilson. 

Tellers, 
Camcross 
Smith,  E.  M. 


Paib. 
For,  Against, 

Hutchison,  G.  Thompson,  T. 

Majority  against,  15. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  BLAKE  moved.  That  the  word  "  seven," 
in  the  words  "  at  the  ratio  of  one  licensed  house 
to  every  seven  htmdred  persons,"  be  struck  out, 
with  the  view  of  inserting  the  word  "  five." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  word  *  seven*  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 


Bruce 

Buick 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Eamshaw 

Fisher 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harkness 

Hogg 

Hutchison,  W. 

Lawry 

Blake 

Buchanan 

Bucklsmd 

Cadman 

Carnoross 

Dawson 

Duthie 

Fergus 

Fish 

Fraser 


Atxs,  88. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McGowan 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLean 
Meredith 
Moore 
Newman 
Pinkerton 
Reeves 
Sandford 

Noes,  29. 
Houston 
Kapa 
Kelly,  W. 
Lake 

Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackintosh 
0*Conor 
Parata 
Rhodes 
Richardson 


Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stout 

Taipua 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Ward 

Wright. 

Tellers, 
Joyce 
Shera. 


Russell 

Smith,  W.  C. 

Swan 

Thompson,  R. 

Valentine 

Willis 

Wilson. 

Tellers, 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Palmer. 


Paib. 
For,  Against. 

Thompson,  T.  Hutchison,  G. 

Majority  for,  4. 

Word  retained. 

Clause  5. — Licensing  Commitcees.  Who  may 
be  member  of  a  Licensing  Committee. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS  moved,  That  the  words 
"  maltster,  distiller,"  in  line  87,  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 
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Brace 

Buchajian 

Buick 

Oarnoross 

Carroll 

DuDc%n 

Duthie 

Eamshaw 

Fisher 

Hall 

Harkness 

Houston 

Hutchison,  W, 


Blake 

Buckland 

Cadman 

Dawson 

Fish 

Fraser 

Hogg 

Lawry 

Mackenzie,  M, 


Ayes,  86. 
Kapa 
Kelly,  J. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lake 

Mackenzie,  T. 
McGuire 
McLean 
Meredith 
Mitchelson 
Moore 
Newman 
Pinkerton 

Noes,  24. 
McQowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
O'Oonor 
Palmer 
Parata 
Bhodes 
Bichardson 
Bussell 


Beeves 

Sandford 

Shera 

Stoat 

Taipua 

Tanner 

Willis 

Wilson 

Wright. 

Tellers, 
Joyce 
Smith,  W.  C. 


Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Swan 

Thompson,  B. 
Valentine. 

Tellers. 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Taylor. 


Paib. 
For,  Against, 

Thompson,  T.  Hutchison,  G. 

Majority  for,  12. 
Words  retained. 

Mr.  TANNEB  moved.  That  the  words,  "  or 
in  the  employment  of,"  he  inserted  after  the 
word  "  with,"  in  line  89. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  he  inserted  he  so  in- 
serted." 

Ates,  10. 
Buick  Newman  rp^iu^ 

Eamshaw  O'Conor  Q^»./f"!f 

Hutchison,  W.  Stout  ^andfcu^d 

Joyce  Taipua.  j.»i^ol. 


Noes,  47. 

Blake 

Kelly,  J. 

Bhodes 

Bruce 

Kelly,  W. 

Bichardson 

Buchanan 

Lake 

Bussell 

Buckland 

Lawry 

Seddon 

Cadman 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Cam  cross 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Smith,  W.  0. 

Carroll 

Mackintosh 

Swan 

Dawson 

McGuire 

Taylor 

Duncan 

McGowan 

Thompson,  B 

Duthie 

McKenzie,  J. 

Valentine 

Fish 

McLean 

WilUs 

Fisher 

Mills,  0.  H. 

Wilson 

Fraser 

Mitchelson 

Wright. 

Harkness 

Moore 

TeUers. 

Hogg 

Parata 

Meredith 

Houston 

Beeves 

Shera. 

The  Gonunittee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  he  struck  out  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Majority  against,  87. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Clause  6. — Constitution  of  Licensing  Com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  moved.  That  the  word 
*<  nine  "  he  struck  out,  with  the  view  of  insert- 
ing "  seven." 


Blake 

Buckland 

Buick 

Cadman 

Carncross 

Dawson 

Duncan 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fraser 

Hogg 

Houston 


Bruce 

Buchanan 

Duthie 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Joyce 

Lake 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Mackenzie,  T. 


Ayes,  85. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  J. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
McGuire 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLean 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Parata 
Beeves 

Noes,  25. 
Meredith 
Mitchelson 
Moore 
Newman 
O'Conor 
Palmer 
Bichardson 
Bussell 
Shera 


M. 


Bhodes 

Sandford 

Seddon 

Smith,  E, 

Swan 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Valentine 

WiUis. 

TeUers. 
Fish 
Pinkerton. 


Smith,  W.  0. 
Stout 

Thompson,  B. 
Wilson 
Wright. 

Tetters. 
Eamshaw 
Harkness. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Thompson,  T.  Hutchison,  G. 

Ward  Mills,  J. 

Carroll.  Taipua. 

Majority  for,  10. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday^  23rd  August^  1898. 


First  Beadings  — Second  Beadinj 
BifleB— Taranakl  Belief  Func 
—Electoral  Bill. 


;a— Martixii-H( 
Distribation  Bi 


The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbay£B8. 

FIBST  READINGS. 
Companies  Bill,  Native  Trusts  and  Claims 
Definition  and  Begistration  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Lyttelton  Orphanage    Lands  Vesting  Bill, 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  BiU,  Rohe  Potaa 
Investigation  of  Title  Bill. 

MARTINI-HENRY  RIFLES. 
The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  asked 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Whether  it 
is  true,  as  stated  in  the  public  papers,  that 
the  Government  has  ordered  one  thousand  or 
other  number  of  Martini-Henry  rifles,  and,  if 
so,  who  is  the  contractor  for  the  supply,  and 
what  is  the  mark  of  the  arm  to  be  purohased  ? 
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Is  there  any  objection  to  lay  the  contract  on 
the  table  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  that 
nothing  had  been  definitely  settled  in  the 
matter  of  the  contract,  and  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  were  under  negotiation.  As  soon 
as  the  necessary  information  had  been  obtained 
he  wotild  give  it  to  the  honourable  member. 

TABANAKI  RELIEF  FUND  DISTRIBU- 
TION BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY,  in  moving,  That  this 
BUI  he  now  read  the  second  time^  said  the  Bill 
had  already  been  before  the  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee, which  had  made  no  alteration  in  it. 
Therefore  he  hoped  it  would  receive  favour- 
able consideration  from  the  Council.  It  had 
also  been  approved  of  by  the  people  of  Tara- 
naki.  The  purpose  of  the  Bill  was  to  deal 
with  funds  amounting  to  about  £160,  which 
was  the  remaining  balance  of  a  fund  collected 
in  Taranaki  and  other  parts  of  the  colony,  and 
in  England,  in  the  early  part  of  1860,  to  give 
relief  to  persons  who  were  rendered  destitute 
by  the  Maori  War,  and  who  were  driven 
from  their  homes.  The  fund  was  distributed 
then,  but  a  small  balance  was  deposited  in 
the  bank  in  the  names  of  fourteen  trustees. 
One  would  have  thought  that  in  the  multi- 
inde  of  counsellors  there  would  have  been 
wisdom,  especially  as  there  were  so  many  trus- 
tees; but  it  appeared  that  the  amount  had 
been  deposited  in  the  bank  on  interest,  and  had 
then  been  forgotten.  It  had  been  for  the  benefit 
of  the  bank,  but  not  for  the  benefit  of  any  of  the 
people.  It  was  discovered  in  consequence  of  a 
Bill  that  was  proposed  to  be  introduced  into 
Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 
unclaimed  bank  balances.  The  amount  he  re- 
ferred to  remained  in  the  bcmk  for  about  thirty 
years.  The  principal  trustees  having  died,  the 
rest  had  forgotten  it,  and  no  one  seemed  to 
know  that  the  amount  was  in  the  bank,  and 
it  had  become  known  to  the  people  of  New  Ply- 
mouth in  the  manner  he  had  indicated.  He 
might  mention  that  there  was  a  society  in  New 
Plymouth,  called  the  Scenery  Preservation  So- 
ciety, having  for  its  object  the  preservation  of 
the  local  flora  and  scenery  from  destruction. 
There  were  also  two  Domain  Boards  that  looked 
after  the  forests  surrounding  Mount  Egmont. 
It  was  proposed  by  the  Bill  to  devote  two- 
thirds  of  the  balance  to  the  conservation  of  the 
State  forests,  under  the  control  of  these  Boards. 
The  other  tiiird  was  to  be  devoted  to  reorea- 
tion-grounds  in  New  Plymouth,  which  were 
public  properj^  set  apart  for  the  recreation  of 
the  public.  The  people  at  New  Plymouth  had 
xaisM  a  large  sum  for  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing these  grounds  and  rendering  them  suitable 
for  recreation  purposes.  It  was  proposed  to 
give  the  other  portion  of  the  fund  —  namely, 
one-third  —  to  the  purpose  of  improving  these 
grounds.  There  were  no  private  interests  con- 
oemed  in  the  matter.  The  property  to  which 
it  was  proposed  to  apply  the  fund  was  public 
property.  He  hoped,  with  this  explanation, 
the  Council  would  agree  to  the  fund  being 
appcopnated  as  was  proposed.     It  was  in  no 


way  required  for  charitable  purposes,  and  he 
thought  the  fund  could  not  be  better  applied 
than  to  the  care  of  those  forest  reserves  which 
had  been  set  apart  for  the  pleasure  of  the 

Eublic,  not  only  for  the  District  of  Taranaki, 
ut  for  the  whole  colony.    He  hoped  the  Coun- 
cil would  agree  to  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  might  say  that  he 
had  felt  some  disposition  to  oner  opposition  to 
the  passing  of  the  Bill  when  it  was  first  intro- 
duced, on  the  ground  that  the  subscriptions 
were  not  local  subscriptions  as  far  as  the 
Province  of  Taranaki  was  concerned.  The 
money  had  been  subscribed  colonially,  and  it 
had  even  a  larger  scope,  because  contributions 
were  obtained  from  persons  outside  the  colony. 
Another  reason  that  had  induced  him  to  oppose 
the  Bill  was  that  there  was  already  on  the 
statute-book  a  general  law  —  namely,  "The 
Charitable  Funds  Appropriation  Act,  1871." 
That  Act  was  passed  "for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding for  the  distribution  of  funds  collected 
for  charitable  purposes  under  such  contingen- 
cies as  had  been  mentioned,  and  where  there 
was  a  balance  remaining  undisposed  of.  The 
question  of  disposing  o{  this  money  under  the 
provisions  of  that  Act  had  been  carefully  con- 
sidered in  the  Local  Bills  Committee,  and  it 
had  been  shown  satisfactorily  that  compliance 
with  that  statute  in  this  case  was  difficult,  if 
not  impracticable,  owing  to  the  lapse  of  time 
and  change  of  circumstances;  and  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  give  this  balance,  amount- 
ing to  some  £170  or  £180,  to  the  people  of 
Tekranaki  for  public  purposes,  as  Taranaki  was 
the  greatest  sufierer  by  the  war.  He  thought 
there  was  nothing  unreasonable  in  the  matter, 
and  he  would  therefore  not  further  oppose 
the  passing  of  the  Bill.  The  amount  could 
not  be  better  applied,  in  his  opinion,  or  to 
a  more  fitting  purpose  there,  than  that  pro- 
posed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  did  not  agree  with 
this  system  of  devoting  to  local  purposes  sums 
that  had  been  contributed  for  a  special  object 
from  all  parts  of  the  colony.  He  thought  that 
such  funds  should  be  devoted  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Kaitangata  Relief  Fund  last 
year — namely,  to  purposes  similar  to  that  for 
which  it  was  raised.  If  he  mistook  not,  there 
was  some  £12,000  in  the  Kaitangata  Relief 
Fund  that  was  contributed  over  what  was 
required.  The  Kaitangata  people  did  not  say 
that  these  funds  should  be  applied  to  beautify 
their  village,  but  they  were  quite  prepared  to 
hand  over  the  money  to  the  colony  for  similar 
purposes  to  that  for  which  it  was  contributed — 
that  was,  for  use  in  case  of  accident  occurring 
in  any  of  the  mines  in  the  colony.  He  thought 
that  where  there  was  a  surplus  it  should  be 
devoted  to  some  colonial  fund,  to  be  set  apart 
for  a  similar  purpose  as  that  for  which  it  was 
raised.  If  they  were  to  adopt  a  course  like 
this,  in  future,  should  any  calamity  occur  in 
any  part  of  the  colony,  people  would  be  more 
likely  to  contribute  than  if  they  thought  the 
money  was  not  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose  it 
was  asked  for.  He  did  not  like  to  oppose  the 
second  reading,  but  he  thought  it  would  be  as 
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well  if  the  Bill  were  allowed  to  stand  over,  and 
if  the  GrOTemment  were  to  introdnoe  a  measure 
next  session  maJdng  provision  for  all  saoh  cases. 
He  did  not  see  why  the  Kaitangata  Belief  Fund 
should  be  dealt  with  differently  from  this.  Two 
sessions  ago  a  similar  Bill  was  passed,  handing 
over  to  the  City  of  Nelson  a  sum  of  money 
collected  for  the  same  purpose.  A  large  portion 
of  that  amount — he  believed  the  largest  por- 
tion— came  from  Otago  and  Canterbury,  and 
yet  the  surplus  was  devoted  to  the  City  of 
Nelson.  In  the  same  way  it  was  proposed 
under  this  Bill  to  devote  this  amount  to  the 
Town  of  New  Plymouth.  He  held  that  the  prin- 
ciple was  wrong,  and  it  was  better  to  delay  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill.  He  was  not  going  to 
press  his  argument  too  far :  at  the  same  time, 
to  test  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  he  would 
move,  That  the  BUI  be  read  the  second  time  this 
day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  that  had  investigated  this  Bill, 
thought  it  only  right  to  explain  to  his  honour- 
able friend  the  position  of  the  matter.  It  was 
quite  true  that  it  was  a  serious  thing  to  apply 
funds  collected  for  certain  purposes  to  other 
purposes  ;  but  this  was  a  very  old  matter. 
There  was  an  Act  now  on  the  statute-book 
which  would  allow  the  proposal  in  the  pre- 
sent Bill  to  be  carried  out ;  but  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  applying  this  fund  in  the  manner 
provided  in  the  statute,  as  there  was  no  one 
to  put  the  Act  in  motion,  and  therefore  there 
was  no  other  way  of  dealing  with  it  except  by 
a  Bill.  He  could  assure  his  honourable  friend 
that  the  position  he  (Mr.  McLean)  had  taken 
up  was  the  proper  one,  smd  had  there  been  any 
difficulty  about  it  he  would  have  been  the  last 
to  support  the  Bill.  They  had  examined  the 
Bill,  and,  as  he  had  said,  every  one  was  satis- 
fied to  sJlow  it  to  go  through  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  had  been  promoted,  and  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  the  matter  at  all.  Therefore 
he  would  ask  his  honourable  friend  to  with- 
draw his  amendment,  and  allow  the  Bill  to 
pass.  He  could  assure  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, as  one  who  had  looked  thoroughly  into 
these  matters,  that  everything  was  in  order, 
and  the  Bill  was  one  which  should  be  allowed 
to  proceed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSEI  hoped  the  day  was 
far  distant  when  the  money  would  be  required 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  raised.  They 
were  now  living  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  they 
hoped  long  to  enjoy  peaceful  times,  and  con- 
sequently there  was  no  reason  why  the  money 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  purposes  to 
which  his  honouraole  friend  hoped  it  would 
not  be  applied.  There  could  be  nothing  better 
than  to  distribute  this  small  sum  of  £170  for 
planting  purposes,  for  it  would  prove  of  benefit 
not  only  to  the  particular  district  specially  con- 
cerned, but  to  the  whole  colony ;  and  he  trusted 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Refolds  would  see  his  way 
to  withdraw  his  opposition  to  the  BUI.  Surely 
£170  was  not  so  great  an  item  as  to  cause  his 
honourable  friend  to  oppose  the  Bill.  The 
money  was  to  be  expended  in  a  manner  bene- 
ficial to  the  public,  and  consequently  he  could 
Hon,  Mr.  Reynolds 


see  no  reason  why  the  Bill  should  not  be  pro- 
ceeded with. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  looked  upon  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Beynolds  as  the  watoh-dog  of  the  Council* 
and  that  honourable  gentleman  was,  no  doubt, 
very  useful,  but  in  this  case  be  had  barked 
more  than  there  was  any  occasion  for.  There 
was  no  occasion  whatever  to  preserve  th» 
interests  of  the  colony,  because  this  Bill  did 
not  attack  them.  The  Taranaki  people  did  not 
claim  to  own  Mount  Egmont — they  looked 
on  it  as  a  colonial  possession ;  and  this  money 
was  to  be  applied  to  preserving  the  forest-land 
round  Mount  Egmont— to  prevent  the  destmo- 
tion  of  those  forests  which  the  Council  a  few 
days  ago  was  so  very  anxious  to  preserve.  If 
the  Council  meant  practical  business,  the  best 
course  they  could  pursue  would  be  to  set  aside 
this  money  as  proposed,  because  he  assured 
the  CouncU  that  it  was  the  earnest  desire  of 
the  Scenery  Preservation  Society  and  I>omain 
Boards  in  Taranaki  to  maintain  the  forest-land 
rotmd  Mount  Egmont  in  its  present  state  of 
preservation,  and  prevent  exploring  parties  or 
pleasure  parties  from  destroying  the  timber 
and  thereby  lessening  the  beauty  of  the  dis- 
trict. He  thought  that  his  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Beynolds,  when  he  considered  the  ques- 
tion, would  withdraw  his  amendment,  because 
he  did  not  think  that  the  Bill  would  prove 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  his  amendment.  He  merely  wanted 
to  raise  a  discussion  so  as  to  keep  the  Gkwern- 
ment  up  to  the  mark. 

Amendment  withdrawn,  and  Bill  read  the 
second  time. 

ELECTORAL  BILL. 

ADJOUBlSrED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEQOR.— Sir,  when  I 
was  interrupted  yesterday  at  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment I  was  referring  to  what  is  the  most 
prevalent  argument  in  the  discussion  of  the 
question  that  is  now  before  us,  and  the  aign- 
ment  that  probably  has  more  influence  with 
most  people  than  any  other,  and  that  is  the 
argument  as  to  the  proper  sphere  of  womeui. 
It  would  be  interesting,  as  I  was  remarking,  to 
trace  the  origin  of  this  idea.  I  do  not  intend 
to  detain  the  Council  with  that.  I  merely  re- 
mark that  it  seems  to  me  there  is  really  no 
stronger  argument  forthcoming  in  support  of 
this  contention  than  the  argument  that  what 
has  been  must  continue  to  be,  and  that  beeaQse 
in  the  past  we  have  been  used  to  see  woman 
occupy  one  particular  sphere  —  namely,  the 
domestic  sphere — ^therefore  this  has  become, 
and  is  necessarily,  her  only  proper  sphere.  It 
has  been  said  on  this,  somewhat  humorously, 
that  Englidi  children  who  have  never  seen  a 
parrot  in  its  natural  state  would  naturally  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  proper  and  only 
sphere  for  the  parrot  is  a  cage;  and  that  its 
proper  function  is  to  say  "  Pretty  Polly !  "  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  very  same  is  really  the 
only  foundation  there  is  for  this  argument 
I  am  now  referring  to.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen 
has  enlarged  very  fully  upon  the  serious  danger 
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that  would  be  inenrred  if  this  law  ware  altered, 
and  has,  in  very  glowing  tenns,  described  the 
conseqneDoes  that  he  thinks  would  ensue,  not 
only  to  women,  but  to  politics  and  public  life. 
I,  lor  one,  am  conyinced  that  no  narm  will 
ensue  from  women  taking  part  in  public  life : 
on  the  contrary,  I  am  convinced  tiiat  it  would 
give  women  some  more  definite  and  more  dis- 
tinet  aim  in  life  than  many  women  now  have, 
and  that  it  would  be  to  a  great  many  women, 
and  to  those  who  most  require  it,  a  very  great 
advantage  indeed.  It  was  said  by  the  Hon. 
Hr.  Bowen  that  now  women  have  very  great 
influence,  and  there  is  no  necessity  at  all 
to  interfere  by  law  in  order  to  extend  and  en- 
large that  influence.  We  know  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  truth  in  this :  but  it  is  always  important 
that  influence  should  be  exercised  under  a  due 
sense  of  responsibility.  There  is  no  education 
so  valuable  as  the  training  that  arises  from  the 
necessity  of  acting  and  advising  under  a  due 
sense  of  responsibility ;  and  if  the  effect  of  this 
would  be  to  enlarge  the  influence  of  women,  I 
think  it  maybe  taken  to  be  one  of  the  strongest 
arguments  in  favour  of  this  change.  I  have  no 
fear  at  all  as  to  the  efiects  upon  women.  It 
seems  to  iSxe  that  the  probable  consequences 
and  effects  upon  woman  of  her  taking  part  in 
political  life  have  been,  to  say  the  least,  very 
maoh  exaggerated.  I  do  not  believe  that 
woman  would  be  in  the  least  injured  by  taking 
part  in  politics,  and  I  cannot  conceive  how 
it  can  be  supposed  that  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  suffrage  would  entail  upon  woman  the 
diversion  of  so  much  time  and  attention  from 
what  have  been  described  as  her  proper  duties 
that  the  result  would  be  disastrous.  I  am 
sure  that  the  discharge  of  political  duties 
by  women  would  take  up  much  less  time  and 
require  much  less  of  her  attention  than,  for 
example,  a  few  balls  in  a  twelvemonths  entail 
upon  her.  I  think  if  the  attention  of  women 
were  directed  to  more  serious  and  sober  duties 
there  would  be  less  going  to  balls,  and  spend- 
ing perhaps  the  small  hours  of  the  morning 
in  such  affairs  would  be  less  common.  At  all 
events,  I  think  the  effects  of  women  taking  part 
in  politics  have  been  very  much  exaggerated. 
Another  form  which  this  argument  as  to  the 
sphere  of  women  has  taken  recently  more  par- 
ticularly— and  which  was  referred  to  by  Sir 
George  Whitmore — is  that  they  are  naturally 
unfitted  to  take  part  in  military  service ;  that, 
military  service  being  a  primary  duty  of  men, 
and  women  by  their  nature  being  unfitted  for 
this  service,  therefore  it  follows  that  she  has 
no  right  to  the  demand  that  is  now  made  by 
her.  It  seems  to  me  that  at  the  root  of  this 
argument  there  is  a  very  palpable  fallacy.  It 
appears  to  me  that  it  cannot  be  contended  that 
all  women  are  any  better  fitted  for  a  domestic 
career  than  it  can  be  contended  that  all  men 
are  fitted  for  a  military  career ;  and  that  this 
consideration  affords  a  complete  answer  to  this 
aigoment,  which  has  been  adduced  in  very 
influential  quarters.  And  we  all  know,  for 
instance,  that  there  are  many  exemptions  from 
militarv  service,  even  as  matters  now  stand, 
hot  it  has  never  been  suggested  that,  because 


many  men  are  rendered  unfit  by  reason  of 
bodily  infirmity  for  military  service,  those  men 
should  be  deprived  of  the  suffrage.  It  has 
never  been  suggested  that  professional  men,  for 
instance,  whose  services  are  considerably  more 
valuable  at  home,  should  be  deprived  of  the 
right  of  exercising  the  franchise.  I  think 
that  these  considerations  afford  a  complete 
answer  to  this  argument,  which  has  become 
recently  almost  the  only  argument  that  is  left 
of  any  avail  among  the  arguments  that  have 
been  from  time  to  time  adduced  against  this 
proposal.  It  has  been  said  here,  and  it  is  said 
throughout  the  country,  that  women  do  not 
want  the  suffrage.  Now,  if  what  is  meant  by 
this  is  that  all  the  women  in  the  country  do 
not  ask  for  the  suffrage,  of  coiuse  that  is 
perfectly  correct.  I  admit  that  is  so,  and  I 
admit,  furthermore,  that,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
not  even  a  majority  of  the  women  of  the 
country — I  am  bound  to  admit  that  —  are 
anxious  for  emancipation ;  and  I  am  free  to 
admit,  also,  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether 
or  not  all  those  women  who  have  signed  the 
petitions  on  the  table  of  the  Council  are  really 
anxious  for  the  suffrage.  We  know  from  our 
own  experience  that  men  as  well  as  women 
are  apt  to  sign  petitions  on  merely  being  asked 
to  do  so.  In  saying  that,  I  am  saying  what  is 
within  the  knowledge  of  all  of  us.  But^Sir,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  question  of  whether  all, 
or  a  majority,  or  one-fifth  of  the  women  of 
the  colony  ask  for  the  suffrage,  is  really  of 
very  little  consequence.  Of  this  there  can  be 
no  doubt :  that  a  considerable  proportion — I  put 
the  matter  as  mildly  as  that — of  the  women 
who  signed  those  petitions  are  desirous  of 
being  emancipated.  I  am  sure  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  it  must  have  cost  the  persons 
who  got  up  those  petitions  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  and  trouble,  and  the  signa- 
tures this  year  are  more  numerous  than  they 
were  last  year ;  and  it  will  not  be  denied  that 
the  movement  for  the  emancipation  of  women 
is  making  very  rapid  progress  in  this  colony. 
Whatever  weight  or  consideration,  whether 
little  or  much,  may  be  given  to  those  peti- 
tions, it  is  beyond  question  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  women  of  the  colony  are  determined 
and  thoroughly  in  earnest  in  asserting  what 
they  consider  to  be  their  right.  I  myself  con- 
sider that  it  does  not  much  matter  whether 
one-seventh  or  one-thirtieth  of  the  women  of 
the  colony  are  in  this  class ;  it  is  sufficient  for 
me  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  them  con- 
sider that  in  being  deprived  of  the  franchise 
they  are  suffering  a  grave  injustice.  That 
there  are  a  large  number  of  women  in  this 
position  I  think  every  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil will  admit  frankly — as  I  admitted  with 
regard  to  the  number— and  that,  I  think,  in 
itself  should  be  a  sufficient  reason  why  this 
Council  should  say  that  the  time  has  come 
for  the  emancipation  of  those  women.  I  say, 
if  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  women 
who  demand  the  right  it  would  be  an  injustice 
to  deprive  them  of  that  right  because  a  large 
numoer  of  women  say  nothing  about  it.  It  is 
within  the  knowledge  of  us  all  that  there  never 
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has  been  an  nnemancipated  class  of  persons 
that  did  not  contain  among  them  a  large  ma- 
jority ^ho  were  at  least  apathetic.  It  is,  I 
think,  within  the  knowledge  of  us  all  that  large 
numbers  of  such  classes  have  been  perfectly 
content  as  they  were.  In  the  case  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  America,  in  1868, 
one  of  the  arguments  adduced  against  the 
emancipation  was  that  large  numbers—perhaps 
the  greater  number— of  slaves  were  quite  con- 
tent with  the  condition  they  were  in.  So  it 
may  be  in  the  case  of  women  to  a  large  extent 
— that  they  have  come  to  consider  that  the  con- 
dition in  which  they  are  now  with  regard  to 
the  suffrage  is  their  natural  condition.  The 
arguments  as  to  the  number  of  women  who 
have  demanded  emancipation  are,  I  submit,  of 
little  weight,  and  the  language  used  with  regard 
to  the  petitions  which  have  been  presented  to 
this  House  has  not  been,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
very  appropriate.  One  honourable  member  ex- 
pressed himself  to  the  effect  that  he  would 
attach  no  more  weight  to  those  petitions  if  they 
were  high  enough  to  reach  the  ceiling.  Now, 
if  no  weight  at  aJl  is  to  be  attached  to  such 
petitions,  I  would  ask,  how  are  we  to  judge  as 
to  whether  a  particular  class  is  desirous  of 
any  proposed  change  or  not  ?  It  is  admitted, 
apparently,  from  the  use  of  this  argument,  that 
if  a  large  majority  of  the  women  of  the  colony 
demanded  this  change  it  would  probably  be  a 
proper  thing  to  grant  it.  How,  then,  are  we 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  a  large  number 
of  women  do  demand  this  right  ?  Is  not  iAie 
exercise  of  the  right  of  petitioning  this  House 
the  proper  and  constitutional  way  of  expressing 
a  demand  ?  I  submit,  therefore,  that  honour- 
able members  were  not  justified  in  using  the 
language  they  did  in  regard  to  these  petitions, 
and  in  speaking  as  they  did  of  those  women 
who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  prepare  the  peti- 
tions and  send  them  to  this  House.  There 
was  something  to  me  very  inappropriate  in  the 
terms  used  by  one  honourable  gentleman  in 
referring  to  the  women  who  signed  these  peti- 
tions. After  all,  the  main  question  for  us  now 
is  not.  How  many  or  what  proportion  of  the 
women  of  the  colony  demand  this  right  at  all  ? 
The  primary  question  for  us  to  consider  is. 
Is  this  right  or  is  it  not  ?  Is  it  just  or  is 
it  not  ?  No  doubt  it  is  very  proper  to  con- 
sider, also,  whether  the  proposed  change  would 
be  expedient,  and  whether  it  would  be  desir- 
able. I  perfectly  admit  that.  But,  assuming 
that  honourable  members  have  satisfied  them- 
selves that  this  proposal  is  a  just  and  right  one, 
I  think  they  may  very  well  rest  assured  that 
whatever  is  right  and  just  cannot  in  the  long- 
run  be  otherwise  than  desirable  and  expedient. 
That  is  my  position.  I  am  convinced  that  this 
demand  made  by  a  large  number  of  the  women 
of  the  colony  is  a  right  and  a  just  one,  and  I 
am  prepared  to  take  justice  as  my  guide ;  for 
justice,  after  all,  alone  can  keep  the  balance 
true  between  conflicting  interests ;  and  I  would 
urge  upon  the  members  of  this  Council  who 
have  come  to  the  same  conclusion  as  to 
the  justice  of  this  demand  that  they  should 
look  upon  the  matter  in  this  light.  There  is 
Eon,  Mr,  MacOregor 


another  consideration  that  may  very  well  be 
taken  into  account,  I  think,  and  that  is,  judg- 
ing by  the  very  great  progress  that  this  move- 
ment has  made  within  the  last  few  years,  and 
judging  by  the  results  of  the  discussions  and 
divisions  that  have  taken  place  in  England  on 
this  subject,  the  day  cannot  be  far  distant  in 
England,  as  well  as  here,  when  this  demand 
must  be  conceded.  Sir,  I  do  not  suggest  that 
this  is  in  itself  any  reason — or,  at  aU  events, 
any  sufficient  reason — why  honourable  mem- 
bers should  yield  to  this  demand  at  present; 
but  I  say  that  this  consideration — tiiat  the 
change  must  inevitably  come  within  a  veiy 
short  time— is  a  very  proper  one  for  honour- 
able members  to  take  into  account.  That  is 
the  view  of  the  question  to  which  I  ask  the  at- 
tention of  honourable  members,  and  I  say  that 
is  a  perfectly  right  and  proper  view,  assuming 
that  honourable  members  are  convinced  of  the 
justice  of  the  claim :  I  say  that  the  fact— and 
I  believe  it  is  a  fact — that  this  change  must  in- 
evitably come  should  be  taken  into  account. 
There  is  another  argument  which  has  been  a 
great  deal  depended  upon,  and  which  has  been 
raised  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  be  raised  again,  and  that  is,  that  this 
question  has  not  been  sufficiently  before  the 
country.  That  is  an  argument  which  is  very 
much  open  to  abuse.  I  admit  it  is  a  prop^ 
thing— that,  indeed,  it  is  probably  the  peculiar 
function  of  this  Council — to  take  care  that 
proposed  great  constitutional  changes  shall- be 
fully  and  deliberately  considered  by  the  country 
before  any  action  is  taken.  But  I  would  also 
utter  a  word  of  warning  with  regard  to  this 
argument :  that  it  is  an  ctrgument  that  will  be 
used  merely  as  a  make-believe  by  those  who  are 
determined  by  every  means  in  their  power  to 
defeat  this  measure.  We  know  from  our  ex- 
perience, and  from  our  knowledge  of  history, 
that  very  many  great  reforms  which  have  been 
on  the  very  eve  of  consummation  have  been 
deferred  for  many  years  by  such  considerations 
as  these  ;  and  all  I  wish  to  do  now  is  to  urge 
upon  those  members  of  this  Council  who  have 
arrived  at  a  definite  personal  conviction  on  this 
subject  that  they  should  not  be  induced  to  throw 
their  weight  into  the  scsde  with  the  enemies  of 
this  measure.  I  warn  those  honourable  mem- 
bers who  profess  to  believe  that  this  is  a  jost 
and  proper  thing  to  grant  to  the  women  of  the 
country  that  they  should  be  on  their  guard 
against  being  in  any  way  misled  by  those  who 
are  inveterate  opponents  of  this  proposed  re- 
form. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— It  has 
been  stated,  Sir,  by  two  other  members  of 
this  Council  that  this  should  not  be  considered 
a  party  measure.  With  that  I  entirely  agree. 
Why,  Sir,  the  father  of  this  Bill,  who  is  m 
another  place,  sits  alongside  a  gentleman  who 
has  a  large  amount  of  responsibility.  The  two 
gentlemen,  though  belonging  to  the  one  party, 
are  diametrically  opposed  on  this  measure. 
That  is  evidence  that  this  oaimot,  or  should 
not,  be  a  party  measure.  There  are  many  im- 
portant matters  in  this  Bill,  but  they  are  as 
nothing  compared  with  the  question  of  the 
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woman's  suffrage ;  and  though  I  should  like  to 
say  some  words  Upon  these  other  compara- 
tively- unimportant  things,  I  may  have  to 
speak  at  some  length — ^longer,  perhaps,  than 
some  honourable  members  who  have  spoken; 
therefore  I  shall  not  touch  upon  these  points, 
but  will  leave  them  to  be  discussed,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  in  Committee.  When  I 
refer  to  what  has  been  said  in  this  Council  I 
hope  I  shall  not  seem  antagonistic  to  any 
honourable  gentleman.  A  number  of  honour- 
able gentlemen  have  brought  forward  arguments 
which  they  considered  very  forcible.  It  was 
said  that  this  is  a  leap  in  the  dark,  and  that 
the  matter  should  go  before  the  country  for  the 
people  to  determine  whether  this  BiU  should 
pass  or  not.  Now,  Sir,  we  in  this  Council,  and 
the  people  in  this  colony,  naturally  look  to  the 
Mother-country  for  guidance  in  parliamentary 
usage — I  think,  wisely ;  and  if  I  am  not  weary- 
ing honourable  members  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to  what  has  taken  place  there  with- 
in the  memory  of  some  honourable  gentlemen 
now  present  on  matters  that  all  are  conversant 
with.  I  shall  not  go  back  to  ancient  history, 
though  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  doing  so 
if  I  thought  it  would  be  of  importance,  but  I 
will  go  back  to  the  year  1829,  when  one  of 
the  most  important  measures  that  have  ever 
come  before  the  British  Parliament  was  passed 
— that  measure  which  was  considered  to  be  of 
such  vital  importance  that  it  would  overturn 
the  British  Constitution,  and  which  was  con- 
sidered to  be  so  fraught  with  direful  conse- 
quences as  to  be  nothing  short  of  revolution. 
Even  the  King  himself  it  was  said  could  not 
assent  to  the  measure  without  being  forsworn ; 
and  yet  that  measure  was  brought  before  the 
House  without  having  first  been  referred  to  the 
country.  It  was  brought  forward,  by  what  was 
called  in  those  days  "  surprise  legislation,**  by 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Bobert  Peel.  It 
was  carried  by  them  against  the  opinions  they 
had  expressed  for  many  years — that  measure 
that  enfranchised  millions  of  human  beings 
under  the  British  Crown.  And  I  venture  to 
say,  Sir,  that  there  is  no  reasonable  man  in  the 
British  dominions  to-day  that  will  not  say  it 
was  a  just  and  proper  measure.  Now,  I  will 
pursue  my  line  of  argument,  and  come  to  the 
Act  of  1832 — a  measure  which  was  considered 
to  be  certain  to  overturn  society,  and  give  to  the 
mob,  as  it  was  called,  such  power  that  gentle- 
men could  no  longer  live  in  England.  That 
Act  was  passed  against  the  wish  of  the  House 
of  Liords,  because  of  the  action  of  the  Ministry 
in  threatening  to  add  additional  members  to 
that  Chamber.  That  Act  was  to  overturn 
society.  And  what  happened  nine  years  after 
that?  The  strongest  Ministry  that  has  con- 
ducted public  affairs  in  England  for  the  last 
ninety  years  came  into  office,  under  Sir  Kobert 
Peel,  and  passed  a  measure  of  extreme  im- 
portance, that  of  Free-trade,  which  was  never 
submitted  to  the  country.  Those  Ministers  were 
returned  to  Parliament  j^ledged  against  that 
measure,  and  they  passed  it  without  consulting 
the  country.  So  much  for  consulting  the  con- 
stituencies, and  so  much  for  passing  measures 


which^  should  be  remitted  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  country  before  they  become  law. 
Now,  when  the  British  Parliament,  with  all  its 
traditions,  and  all  its  veneration  for  that  which 
has  been,  passed  these  two  great  measures, 
shall  we  say  that  in  this  Parliament,  after  this 
measure  has  come  up  from  another  place  for 
two  sessions,  and  when  this  Council  affirmed 
the  principle  last  session,  this  matter  should 
be  remitted  to  the  countiy?  Sir,  take  the 
great  measure  of  1868,  which  enfranchised  a 
great  many  electors  in  England:  then  was 
the  phrase  coined,  or,  at  all  events,  Used  by 
the  Earl  of  Derby,  that  it  was  **  a  leap  in  the 
dark,"  and  it  was  characterized  by  Carlyle  as 
"  shooting  Niagara  " ;  but  that  great  measure 
passed.  In  1870  another  measure  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  people  of  England  became  law, 
in  consequence  of  previous  measures  which 
were  introduced — that  great  Education  mea- 
sure ;  and  it  had  this  effect :  that  in  the  year 
1892  the  British  Parliament  voted  £7,800,000 
for  education.  In  the  year  1840  £30,000  only 
was  voted  for  Great  Britain— less  than  £100,000 
for  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Did 
they  then  think  it  possible  for  the  British 
Parliament  to  grant  such  an  enormous 
sum  as  £7,800,000  ?  Had  the  people  not  been 
more  educated  than  in  1840?  For  the  last 
forty  years.  Sir,  the  people  have  gone  on 
widening  their  views ;  they  have  a  more  correct 
conception  of  their  duties,  of  what  one  man 
owes  to  another  as  a  brother,  and  now  we  have 
arrived  at  the  year  1893,  and  we  have  this  Bill 
before  us,  which,  we  were  told,  it  is  dangerous 
to  pass— we  are  told  it  is  dangerous  to  mtrust 
the  franchise  to  women.  Is  it  because  they  are 
not  educated?  Is  it  because  they  are  not  as 
thoroughly  capable  of  judging  as  a  man  is? 
Is  it  because  they  will  not  judge  as  honestly 
as  a  man  would?  No;  it  cannot  be  that. 
Think  of  what  we  have  done  in  the  way  of 
education  for  the  last  twenty  or  twenty-five 
years.  Think  how  capable  women  have  shown 
themselves  of  receiving  instruction  and  profit- 
ing by  it.  We  have  a  University,  the  first  in 
the  British  Dominions  which  granted  degrees 
to  women,  and  we  find  that  eighty-five  women 
have  taken  their  B.A.  degree,  and  fifty-seven  of 
those  women  took  the  degree  with  honours.  We 
find,  further,  that  they  have  taken  fifty-five 
University  scholarships.  Then,  there  are  about 
two  hundred  young  women  at  the  present  time 
under  instruction  at  our  colleges,  working  for 
the  degree.  I  have  been  twenty-five  years  on  a 
Board  of  Education,  and  I  have  found  that 
women  are  quite  as  well  qualified  to  teach  as 
men  are.  I  have  found  that  they  perform 
t^eir  duties  with  as  much  assiduity,  that  they 
are  as  earnest  in  their  endeavours,  and  are  in 
all  cases  as  thoroughly  to  be  relied  on  to  do- 
their  duties  as  men.  I  see  in  the  high  schools 
young  women  who  have  taken  degrees  teach* 
ing.  I  see  throughout  the  whole  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land  that  the  education  of 
women  is  a  great  fact  which  would  not 
have  been  dreamed  of  forty  or  fifty  years  ago. 
I  say  that  the  education  of  women,  and  their 
ability  to  exercise  this  vote,  are  so  different  from 
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what  men  in  past  times  have  been  aooustomed 
to  consider  women  capable  of  that  we  should 
let  this  measure  go  onward  now  without  fear 
and  with  perfect  confidence.  It  has  bean  stated 
that  in  America,  and  in  the  State  of  Wyoming, 
there  is  a  difEerence  of  opinion  as  to  how 
the  women's  vote  acts  there.  Mr.  Bryce,  a  his- 
torian of  great  honesty,  I  think,  gives  a  rather 
doubtful  opinion ;  but  I  have  read  an  article 
by  Julian  Balph  in  the  June  number  of  Har- 
per's Magassine  which  is  very  clear  and  decided. 
He  says  that  the  women  go  to  the  polls  in 
carriages  and  on  foot,  and  that  woman's  influ- 
ence on  an  election  has  no  deteriorating  effect, 
but  a  most  beneficial  effect  upon  the  men. 
The  women  of  America  have  been  educated 
for  a  very  long  time.  They  have  been  further 
in  advance  than  the  women  of  England  or 
her  dependencies,  and  the  men  have  paid  more 
respect  to  them  thsm  is  the  case  in  many  other 
parts  of  the  world.  A  woman  comes  into  a 
street  car  or  a  railway  and  the  men  at  once 
give  place  to  her.  Eveiywhere  that  is  the 
sort  of  respect  that  is  paid  to  her.  Every- 
where, without  hesitation,  the  best  position 
is  (given  up  to  the  women,  because  of  tiieir  in- 
telligence—the result  of  education.  I  would 
ask  the  attention  of  this  Council  while  I 
read  a  few  passages  showing  what  the  women 
have  done  and  are  doing  to-day  in  America, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  a  gratification  to  honour- 
able members  to  learn  what  women  can  do.  I 
beg  them  to  read  the  carefully-written  article 
that  I  have  just  now  referred  to  by  Julian 
Ralph,  in  Harper^s  Magazine  for  June  last.  I 
beg  members  to  refer  to  that  magazine,  and  they 
will  see  set  forth  there,  very  briefly,  and  yet 
with  detail,  such  a  history  of  woman's  doings 
in  the  Town  of  Chicago  as  vrill  show  that, 
if  any  person  can  be  relied  on  to  endeavour 
to  improve  the  condition  of  humanity,  it  is 
woman.  I  shall  only  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Council,  Sir,  by  reading  two  or  three  short  ex- 
tracts. We  are  accustomed  rather  to  regard 
the  Town  of  Chicago  as  a  place  of  commerce 
for  one  particular  thing.  We  are  accustomed 
to  look  upon  America,  sometimes,  as  rough ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  we  see,  by  evidence  like 
this,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  the  very  coun- 
try for  these  social  experiments  and  under- 
takings so  successfully  carried  out  by  women. 
In  Chicago,  by  the  influence  of  woman,  and 
solely  through  the  influence  of  woman,  they 
have  erected  a  building  that  cost  one  million 
dollars,  called  "  The  Women's  Temperance 
Temple."  There  is  in  Chicago  a  women's  club 
with  five  hundred  members,  and  these  are 
(the  kind  of  people  that  are  in  that  club : — 

*'  The  membership  is  made  up  of  almost  every 
kind  of  women,  from  the  ultra-fashionable 
society  leaders  to  the  working- women,  and  in- 
•cludes  literary  and  other  professional  women, 
business  women,  and  plain  wives  and  daugh- 
ters. *  And,'  say  the  members,  *  women  who 
never  hecu:  anything  anywhere  else,  hear  every- 
thing that  is  going  on  in  the  world  by  attending 
the  club  meetings.'  It  is  impossible  to  name 
all  the  women  who  are  conspicuous  in  the 
-club." 

H(m,  Mr,  Montgomery 


They  are  divided  into  six  great  oommittoM, 
called  the  Conmiittees  on  Beform,  Philan- 
thropy, Education,  Home,  Art  and  Literature, 
Science,  and  Philosophy.  And  the  first  thing 
that  one  of  these  oonmuttees  did  was  to  attack 
the  management  of  the  lunatic  asylums.  They 
found  things  to  be  so  thoroughly  bad  there  that 
I  do  not  like  even  to  read  the  particulars :  mem- 
bers can  see  them  for  themselves.  I  will  merely 
say  the  women  went  into  this  matter  with  such 
energy  and  determination  that  they  succeeded 
in  aohievix^  a  great  reform.  They  considered 
women  should  be  the  peculiar  care  of  women, 
and  they  took  care  to  have  a  woman  doctor 
appointed  to  attend  to  the  poor  unfortunate 
women  in  the  asylums ;  and  the  condition  of 
things  was  so  much  altered  for  the  better  that 
any  person  reading  the  account  that  is  given 
of  their  doings  will  be  glad  to  think  that  there 
are  such  women  in  the  country.  The  next 
thing  they  attacked  was  the  poorhouse,  and 
this  is  what  took  place  :>~ 

"  She  led  the  next  Beform  Committee  into 
the  poorhouse,  where  they  went,  as  they  al- 
ways do,  with  the  plea,  *  There  are  women 
there;  we  want  a  share  in  the  charge  of 
that  place,  for  the  sake  of  our  sex.'  They 
have  adopted  the  motto,  *  What  are  you  doing 
with  the  women  and  children  ? '  and  they  find 
that  the  politicians  cannot  turn  aside  so  na- 
tural and  proper  an  inquiry.  The  politicians 
try  to  frighten  the  women.  They  say,  *  Yoa 
don't  want  to  piy  into  such  things  and  places ; 
you  can't  sta^d  it.'  But  the  Chicago  ladies 
have  proved  that  they  can  stand  a  very  great 
deal,  as  we  shall  see,  on  behalf  of  humanity ; 
especially  feminine  humanity.  '  You  are  using 
great  sums  of  money  for  the  care  of  the  poor, 
the  sick,  the  insane,  and  the  vicious,'  they  say. 
<  One-half  of  these  are  women ;  and  we,  as 
women,  insist  upon  knowing  how  you  are  per- 
forming your  task.  We  do  not  beUeve  yoa 
bring  tihe  motherly  or  sisterly  element  to  your 
aid;  we  know  that  you  do  not  understand 
women's  requirements.'  That  line  of  argument 
has  always  proved  irresistible." 

Sir,  they  made  enormous  changes.  This 
writer  says, — 

*'  While  I  was  in  Chicago  in  August  some 
of  the  women  were  looking  over  the  plans  for 
four  new  police-stations.  It  transpired  as  they 
talked  that  they  have  succeeded  in  establishing 
a  Woman's  Advisory  Board  of  the  Police,  con- 
sisting of  ten  women  appointed  by  the  Chief 
of  Police,  smd  in  charge  of  the  quarters  of 
all  women  and  children  prisoners,  and  of  the 
stationhouse  matrons,  two  of  whom  are  al- 
lotted to  each  station  where  women  are  taken. 
Through  the  work  of  her  women,  Chicago  led 
in  this  reform,  which  is  now  extending  to  the 
chief  cities  of  the  country." 

Sir,  the  reform  that  they  made  vrais  so  great 
and  the  spirit  shown  by  the  women  was  so 
striking  that— 

**  In  all  cases  in  which  women  complain  of 
abuse  or  mistreatment  by  the  poUoe  or  others, 
Mrs.  Logan  sits  on  the  Police  Trial  Board,  *  to 
show  the  unfortunate  woman  that  she  has  a 
friend.'     The  Board  is  composed  of  five  in- 
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«MetoE8  and  tha  assistant  chief  of  police,  and 
iikd  president  asked  her  to  join  its  sessions 
whenever  a  woman  is  involved  in  any  case  that 
oames  before  it.  The  police  do  not  oppose  the 
work  of  the  women." 

I  am  not  going  to  make  any  farther  quota- 
tions, as  I  do  not  wi0h  to  trespass  on  the 
patience  of  members,  bat  I  hope  honourable 
members  will  read  the  article  for  themselves. 
I  may,  however,  say,  as  dollars  weigh  a  good 
deal  with  people,  that  when  they  wanted  in 
Chicago  to  establish  dormitories  in  the  Uni- 
vezaity  it  was  found  that  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  trust  the  funds  could  not  be  applied 
for  that  purpose,  and  as  so  many  young  girls 
were  attendmg  the  college  the  women  took 
upon  themselves  the  raising  of  the  neces- 
saiy  money  for  building  these  dormitories,  and 
three  women  contributed  950,000  each  for 
that  purpose.  The  number  of  things  that  the 
women  have  done,  and  the  plans  they  have 
formed  for  aiding  women  in  their  endea- 
vours to  improve  their  condition,  are  such  that 
we  might  well  profit  by  the  example ;  and  I 
think  members  may  derive  profit  and  pleasure 
from  the  perusal  of  the  work  to  which  I  have 
referred.  Now,  Sir,  it  has  been  said — coming 
more  immediately  to  the  question  before  the 
Council  —  that  the  husband  is  the  bread- 
winner, and  that  the  wife  should  attend  to 
the  home  duties.  But  while  I  think  the 
husband  is,  or  should  be,  the  bread-winner,  I 
would  ask,  how  many  men — ^instead  of  taking 
their  earnings  to  their  wives  to  be  applied  for 
the  benefit  of  the  household  and  the  children 
— how  many  men,  I  ask,  go  to  the  public- 
house  and  part  with  a  good  deal  of  those 
earnings  there?  I  venture  to  say,  if  women 
had  the  power,  there  would  be  few  or  no  low- 
class  publichouses  in  the  country,  and  I  think 
that  in  itself  would  be  an  enormous  gain  to  the 
oonmiunity.  It  has  been  said  that  the  grant- 
ing of  the  suffrage  to  women  would  give  men 
two  votes.  Well,  Sir,  married  men  have  given 
hostages  to  society,  and  I  am  not  sure  shftt  it 
would  be  such  a  great  calamity  if  married  men 
had  two  votes.  I  know  there  are  some  forty 
thousand  more  males  in  this  country  than 
there  are  females.  I  know  that  many  of  the 
adult  unmarried  males  have  no  permanent 
homes  in  New  Zealand— I  speak  oxuy  of  those 
not  bom  here — that  thev  have  only,  so  to  say, 
resting-places  in  the  colony  for  the  day,  and 
that,  if  something  turns  up  in  some  other 
colony,  we  may  have  thousands  going  off  with 
a  lig^t  foot,  or,  to  use  a  sailor's  phrase,  they 
having  no  anchor  down.  So  I  say,  &  the  women 
can  by  their  votes  counteract  the  influence 
oi  these  men  who  have  no  abiding-place  in 
the  colony,  and  who  care  comparatively  little 
for  its  permanent  welfare,  it  would  not  be 
such  a  bad  thing,  even  if  the  husbands  were 
going  to  induce  the  women  to  vote  as  they 
wished.  But  I  am  not  at  all  sure  the  hus- 
bands would  do  that.  I  question  whether,  in 
many  cases,  it  would  not  be  the  woman  who 
would  have  the  two  votes.  At  all  events,  I  am 
sure  that  if  we  give  woman  the  franchise  she 
will  talk  to  her  husband  in  their  own  house, 


and  that  pubUo  mattere  will  be  discussed  there 
in  a  manner  that  will  be  beneficial  to  the 
husband.  I  think  that  when  candidates  stand 
for  Parliament  their  antecedents,  what  may  be 
called  their  character — a  very  important  thing 
— will  be  closely  studied,  and  that  the  women, 
if  they  can  help  it,  will  not  allow  their  hus- 
bands—and women's  influence  is  strong  in 
the  household — to  vote,  nor  will  they  vote 
themselves,  for  men  without  good  character. 
I  venture  to  say  that  character  will  be  a  more 
important  part  of  a  candidate's  qualifications 
when  women  have  a  vote  than  it  has  been 
in  the  past;  and  I  think,  if  that  is  so,  it 
will  be  a  great  thing  for  the  future  of  this 
colony  if  we  intrust  the  franchise  to  women. 
Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  women  would  un- 
sez  themselves  by  descending  into  the  arena 
of  politioal  strife  among  the  men.  My  im- 
pression, however,  is  that  woman's  presence 
would  restrain  men  from  immoderate  language 
or  from  saying  anything  that  a  woman  should 
nob  hear.  My  impression  is  that  the  moral 
tone  of  public  speakers  would  bo  elevated,  that 
they  would  have  more  respect  for  the  decencies 
of  life,  that  the  whole  tenor  of  the  speeches 
would  be  better;  that,  in  short,  reason  and 
argument  would  be  more  resorted  to,  that 
instead  of  mere  abuse  reason  would  be  more 
valued,  and  that  public  speakers  would  not 
have  recourse  to  the  strong  language  or  per- 
sonal abuse  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  so  often 
made  use  of  at  present.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
of  this,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  the  women's 
influence  would  be  exercised  for  good ;  and  I 
say  that  every  man  who  would  stand  up  to 
speak  before  women  would  take  care  that  they 
should  not  hear  anything  that  would  be  im- 
proper. If  women  had  the  franchise  I  believe 
the  men  would  recognise  that,  and  would  be 
more  moderate  in  their  language.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  logical  conclusion  from  women 
having  the  franchise  ia  that  they  should  be 
elected  to  the  Legislature.  That  is  the  logic 
of  the  position.  I  grant  it.  But,  Sir,  we  have 
a  Bill  before  us  which  we  may  have  a  difficulty 
in  passing,  and  the  mind  of  the  men  through- 
out the  colony  is  not  so  far  advanced  at  pre- 
sent as  to  give  women  the  right  of  sitting  in 
the  Legislature.  And  it  is  never  a  wise  thing 
to  load  a  Bill  unnecessarily ;  it  is  never  a  wise 
thing  to  attempt  to  legislate  far  in  advance  of 
public  opinion;  but  the  time  will  come  when 
women  will  sit  in  the  Legislative  Chamber,  and 
give  their  votes  and  their  opinions  just  as  the 
men  do  now.  Sir,  I  have  not  been  long  in  this 
Chamber ;  I  have  been  more  years  in  another 
place.  But  I  am  proud  to  be  associated  with 
such  a  body  of  men  as  I  find  here.  Nothing 
has  been  said  since  I  came  here,  and  I  venture 
to  say  nothing  has  occurred  in  any  proceed- 
ings that  have  taken  place  here,  that  any 
woman  of  the  greatest  delicacy  might  not  have 
heard  or  taken  part  in  without  any  loss  of 
her  womanly  feeling.  Why  should  not  all 
legislation  be  conducted  in  just  as  orderly  a 
manner  as  it  is  in  this  Chamber?  I  have 
listened  to  debates  here,  and  I  have  seen  that 
honourable  members  give  careful  attention ; 
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there  is  no  desire  t6  descend  to  personalities, 
or  to  indulge  in  abuse  of  any  kind ;  and  why 
could  not  legislation  be  conducted  like  this 
in  all  Legislatures?  And  so  I  firmly  believe 
it  would  be  if  women  were  admitted  into  the 
Ohambers.  I  do  think  there  is  no  doubt  that, 
when  men  rise  to  the  occasion,  and  see  that 
the  granting  of  this  suffrage  has  been  for  the 
benefit  of  society,  they  will  grant  the  further 
privilege  that  if  the  electors  wish  to  send  a 
woman  to  the  Representative  Chamber  she 
shall  have  the  right  to  go.  I  shall  not  presume 
to  offer  advice  to  honourable  members  in  this 
Chamber,  all  of  whom  are  at  least  quite  as  able 
to  judge  as  I,  but  I  earnestly  hope  this  Bill  will 
pass.  I  shall  vote  for  the  measure,  because  I 
have  a  firm  conviction  that  if  the  franchise  be 
granted  women  will  have  an  extended  sphere  of 
usefulness,  in  which  they  will  exercise  a  bene- 
ficial influence  without  in*  the  slightest  degree 
impairing  their  womanly  qualities.  I  shall  vote 
for  it  because  it  is  only  a  simple  act  of  justice, 
and  I  have  no  fear  or  misgivmg  of  its  results. 
I  shall  vote  for  it  because  it  is  a  right  which 
should  not  be  withheld. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— I  am  only  going  to 
detain  the  Council  for  a  few  minutes  to  indicate 
what  I  saw  when  I  was  last  in  England.  A 
friend  who  was  a  member  of  the  London 
County  Council  favoured  me  with  a  ticket  of 
admission  to  one  of  the  meetings  of  that  in- 
stitution. Not  only  are  women  entitled  to  vote 
in  the  election  of  members  of  that  Council, 
but  they  are  also  entitled,  if  elected,  to  sit  in 
the  Council.  There  were  three  ladies  present, 
and  they  gave  the  Council  reports  from  the 
districts  which  they  represented.  I  was  very 
much  struck  with  the  clearness,  brevity,  and 
force  with  which  they  made  their  remarks, 
and  I  thought  to  myself,  if  men  would  be  as 
brief  and  clear  and  forcible  in  their  remarks 
much  of  the  time  of  the  Legislature  would  be 
saved.  I  am  satisfied  that  women  can  convey 
any  meaning  they  wish  to  convey,  without  oc- 
cupying a  moment  beyond  what  is  necessary  for 
giving  the  information  they  wish  to  impart — 
important  information  though  that  may  be.  I 
am  not  going  to  speak  more  on  this  subject, 
but  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  a  blot  in  this  Bill.  It  does  not 
amend  the  representation  of  the  towns — the 
four  principal  towns  in  New  Zealand.  It  still 
allows  every  man  in  any  one  of  those  towns, 
if  he  is  twenty-one  years  of  age,  to  vote  for 
three  members,  while  he  may  not  have  two 
sixpences  belonging  to  him  beyond  his  daily 
pay ;  while  a  man  in  the  country  owning  pro- 
perty in  three  electorates  may  only  vote  for 
one.  Now,  considering  that  there  are  twelve 
members  elected  in  this  way,  what  is  this,  as 
far  as  it  goes,  but  putting  the  property  of  the 
country  at  the  mercy  of  the  mob  ?  When  this 
Constitution  was  first  established,  and  the 
franchise  extended,  the  towns  were  divided 
into  three  electorates,  and  one  man  could  only 
vote  for  one  member ;  but,  while  there  has  been 
this  agitation  about  "one  man  one  vote"  in 
the  country,  they  have  still  retained  *'  one  man 
three  votes"  in  the  towns.  And  I  think  that 
Hon,  Mr,  Montgomery 


persons  who  maintain  three  votes  for  residents 
in  the  towns,  while  they  insist  on  only  one 
vote  for  residents  in  the  country,  are  grossly 
inconsistent.  This  is  all  I  have  to  say ;  only 
I  think  that  while  this  Bill  is  under  con- 
sideration a  provision  should  be  made  for 
dividing  the  towns  into  three  electorates,  as 
they  were  formerly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT. — It  appears  to  me,  from 
the  discussion  which  has  taken  place  on  this 
Bill,  not  only  in  another  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, but  also  in  this  Council,  that  there  is 
practically  only  one  section  that  is  of  a  debat- 
able character.  There  have  been  two  or  three 
other  clauses  which  have  been  referred  to  as 
being  open  to  amendment,  such,  for  instance, 
as  the  clause  defining  the  qualifications  of 
voters.  It  has  been  maintained  by  two  or 
three  honourable  members  that  this  clause 
might  be  amended  in  the  direction  of  having 
one  qualification  only,  and  thalt  a  residential 
one.  I  think  that  is  a  proper  thing.  I  do  not 
see  the  use  of  admitting  more  than  one  qualifi- 
cation, and  if  there  is  any  intention  to  amend 
the  Bill  in  Committee  in  that  direction  I  shall 
only  be  too  glad  to  assist.  With  regard  to  the 
debatable  clause  which  I  just  mentioned — 
honourable  members  know  what  I  mean,  the 
clause  giving  the  electoral  franchise  to  women 
— I  shall  immediately  come  to  this,  as  that 
seems  to  be  absorbing  the  whole  attention  of 
the  Legislature  at  present.  Well,  I  think.  Sir, 
that  before  we  refuse  to  grant  the  franchise 
to  women  we  should  ask  the  question,  Why 
do  we  grant  it  to  men?  Before  we  steirt  the 
discussion  we  should  have  some  solid  stand- 
ing-ground, some  logical  position  or  principle 
to  build  up  our  argument  from ;  and  the  only 
way  to  do  this  is  to  ask  this  question :  On  wJiat 
ground  do  we  give  the  franchise  to  men?  I 
presume  the  answer  to  this  is  an  admitted  one : 
that  men  get  the  franchise  simply  because- 
they  pay  the  taxation  of  the  country,  and  aire 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  coimtry.  That 
is  not  only  the  answer  of  political  science,  but 
it  is  the  answer  of  common-sense.  If  you  go 
into  the  street,  and  ask  any  man  of  ordinary 
intelligence  why  he  claims  to  be  on  the  elec- 
toral roll,  he  will  say,  *'  Don't  I  pay  taxation  T 
Don't  I  obey  the  laws  ?  And  don't  you  think  I 
have  a  right,  as  I  do  these  things,  to  have  a 
voice  in  saying  how  the  taxes  are  to  be  ex- 
pended, and  what  laws  I  should  be  called  upon 
to  obey?"  He  will  say  it  is  only  just  and 
right  that  he  should  have  that  voice.  Then,  I 
would  ask  the  opponents  of  this  measure,  it 
they  admit  this — that  it  is  just  and  right  that 
a  man  should  have  a  vote  on  these  grounds — to 
state  on  what  grounds  they  refuse  it  to  women. 
Surely  they  pay  to  the  taxation  of  the  country 
the  same  as  men,  and  are  called  on  to  obey  the 
laws  ?  If  you  tax  a  woman,  does  she  not  pay  ? 
If  she  steals  do  you  not  imprison  her,  and  if 
she  murders  do  you  not  hang  her  ?  On  what 
ground,  then,  do  you  deny  her  the  privilege  ?^ 
That  is  the  point.  I  wish  all  opponents  of  the^ 
woman's  frsjiohise  who  have  not  spoken  to  deal 
with  this  crucial  question  before  they  proceed 
further,  because,  I  think,  on  that  principle 
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ih«  whole  of  the  discnesion  shotdd  have  been 
based.  I  submit  tbey  must  come  to  the  con- 
elusion  that  women  most  be  admitted  to  the 
franchise  the  same  as  men,  and  for  this 
reason:  that  you  cannot  have  two  forms  of 
jnstioe ;  you  cannot  have  one  applying  to 
men  and  another  to  women.  I  presume  it 
is  admitted  that  justice  is  a  unitary  princinle, 
and  that  you  cannot  have  two  forms,  and  that 
therefore  what  is  justice  for  the  male  must  be 
justice  for  the  female.  But  the  opponents  of 
the  measure  generally  eschew  this  very  simple 
proposition,  and  go  into  what  are  called  side- 
issues.  All  the  rest  I  have  to  say  during  the 
time  I  spesbk  will  be  with  regard  to  these  side- 
issues,  and  not  the  general  principle.  These 
side-issues  consist  in  this,  really :  They  say, 
**  We  grant  the  justice  of  the  thing,  but  we  say 
it  is  not  expedient."  Now,  immediately  you 
say  this,  you  take  up  this  ground :  You  dis- 
regard the  dictates  of  a  high  principle  lest  some 
r ft  of  a  lower  principle  may  be  infringed, 
think  this  is  a  very  wrong  position  to  take 
up,  and  one  that  never  leads  to  any  good. 
Another  side-issue  is,  that  women  are  intel- 
lectually inferior  to  men.  I  do  not  wish  to 
admit  that  for  a  moment,  but  in  order  to  meet 
the  argument  I  will  admit  it,  for  the  sake  of 
speaking  on  it.  And  I  would  ask,  why  is  woman's 
intellect  inferior  to  that  of  maji?  What  is 
the  cause  of  it?  Surely  there  must  be  some 
cause.  I  submit  we  must  look  for  the  cause 
in  her  environmcDt.  How  do  we  rear  her? 
We  have  got  our  ideas  of  women  and  women's 
sphere  and  duties  from  an  Eastern  people, 
tnousands  of  years  ago — a  people  who  kept 
tiieir  women  muffled  up  to  the  eyes  and  kept 
them  indoors.  They  showed  them  a  certain 
amount  of  respect,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
most  vexatious  restrictions  were  placed  on 
them.  I  say  that  that  idea  of  woman  has 
been  handed  down  to  us  from  a  distant  past, 
and,  with  slight  modification,  we  have  taken 
that  idea  up,  and  we  have  told  her  that  the 
whole  limits  of  her  sphere,  her  empire,  lie 
in  the  family.  We  have  told  her  in  so  many 
words  that  her  sphere  lies  in  the  familv,  and 
that  any  sort  of  action  outside  of  that  is 
not  her  function.  We  have  flaunted  in  her 
face  the  teachings  of  the  Pauline  epistles ;  we 
have  warned  her  ofi  the  public  platform,  and 
from  every  public  place  in  which  she  could 
open  her  mouth.  We  have  made  her  a  cook 
in  the  kitchen,  a  drudge  in  the  nursery,  or  a 
toy  in  the  drawing-room.  We  have  mskde  her 
a  weakling,  in  fact,  and  have  then  told  her  she 
18  unfit  to  take  part  in  outside  affairs.  That 
is  the  way  in  which  we  have  dealt  with  our 
women  in  the  past :  and  we  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  she  is  the  child  we  have  made  her. 
I  do  not  say  for  one  moment  that  the  woman 
just  descrilied  is  not  in  many  respects  exceed- 
ingly worthy  in  the  more  amiable  character- 
istics. No  doubt  in  her  home  life  she  has 
been  kind  and  affectionate,  and  her  kindness 
had  its  origin  partly  from  her  weakness :  in- 
deed, weakness  in  her  at  one  time  ivas  supposed 
to  indicate  a  certain  amount  of  refinement. 
At  one  time  it  was  considered  almost  vulgar  to 
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be  in  good  health,  and  to  have  a  stitch  at  the 
heart  was  considered  to  be  proper  and  lady- 
like. Well,  Sir,  that  is  what  I  shall  call  the 
medisBval  type.  There  have  been  survivals 
handed  down  to  a  recent  period.  Now  I  wish 
to  ask  you  to  look  at  the  modem  type.  You 
go  out  in  the  street,  and  you  meet  a  young 
woman  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  she 
looks  into  your  face  with  a  pair  of  eyes  that 
fairly  blaze  into  your  own.  You  feel  at  once 
that  you  have  to  be  on  the  alert  to  withstand 
her  humorous  raillery,  and  in  other  ways  you 
have  to  keep  yourself  abreast  of  the  conversation 
that  is  going  on.  You  feel  you  have  a  chance 
to  lose  in  the  contest,  in  fact:  She  is  as  loving 
to  her  mother  as  the  older  type,  as  loving  to  her 
father,  and  she  cares  as  much  for  her  brothers 
and  sisters  and  her  home.  She  is  an  intel- 
lectual being,  however,  and  you  can  see  intel- 
lect beaming  from  her  eyes.  You  can  sec  that 
her  outlook  is  infinitely  broader  than  her  grand- 
mother's was.  What  is  the  result  ?  We  have 
to  look  at  her  as  a  new  creation — a  new  type  ; 
and  it  is  just  this  new  creation  that  insists 
upon  coming  into  our  public  life.  Sir,  I  main- 
tain that  we  have  got  to  look  at  this  question 
from  a  new  standpoint.  And  now  I  will  tell 
honourable  members  how  we  caught  her.  Many 
years  ago — nearly  fifty  years  ago — it  was  found 
that,  in  order  to  keep  up  our  national  supre- 
macy, it  was  necessary  to  make  our  boys 
thorough  productive  machines,  and  in  order  to 
do  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  educate  them. 
The  result  was  that  a  national  system  of  edu- 
cation was  brought  into  vogue.  The  National 
schools  were  opened,  the  boy  went  into  the 
public  school,  and  the  girl  crept  in  behind 
him.  She  also  got  into  the  university,  from 
which  we  tried  to  keep  her  out,  but  she  would 
not  come  out,  and  she  is  there  yet,  and  intends 
to  stay.  The  boy  and  the  girl  went  into  the 
public  school,  and  now  the  girl  comes  running 
out  with  a  certificate  statmg  that  she  is  just 
as  intelligent  and  as  capable  in  every  respect 
as  the  boy  who  went  into  the  school  with 
her.  They  go  home  from  school:  but  in  five 
years'  time  there  is  a  most  remarkable  change. 
The  boy  has  now  become  a  very  intelligent 
man.  He  can  take  a  very  intelligent  view 
of  every  public  question,  and  can  express 
an  opinion  on  what  policy  the  colony  should 
pursue.  We  are  prepared  to  put  him  on  the 
electoral  roll.  But,  with  regard  to  woman» 
according  to  the  arguments  of  our  opponents 
she  has  completely  declined  in  her  intellectual 
ability.  She  has  gone  back  to  the  originsl 
type.  It  is  the  most  sudden  and  startling  in- 
stance of  reversion  to  a  primitive  type  I  know 
of.  She  is  considered  to  be  altt^ether  un- 
worthy to  be  trusted  with  any  political  privi- 
lege, andimfit  to  express  an  opinion  on  political 
affairs.  I  think  this  is  a  most  illogical  argu- 
ment, and  I  confess  that  honourable  members 
who  use  it  must  feel  that  it  is  an  absurd 
argument  to  use,  and  the  only  question  is,  how 
they  can  keep  their  countenance  when  they 
utter  such  opinions.  If  it  is  really  true  that 
women  are  deficient  in  intelleotual  power,  then 
I  say  that  is 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S^^    _ 


STi 


Electoral  Bill. 


[COUNCIL.]  Electoral  BiU.         [Aug.  33 


The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— Who  says  so  ? 

The  Hod.  Mr.  BOLT.— The  argument  has 
been  advanced  frequently 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No ;  not  in  this  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT. — I  presume  the  argu- 
ments used  in  this  Council  are  what  honourable 
members  get  outside  the  Council,  and  although 
they  may  not  use  them  in  the  Council  it  comes 
to  the  same  thing.  This  argument  has  been 
frequently  advanced  outside  the  Council 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— And  inside  the 
Council,  too. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— It  is  urged  that  women 
are  not  fit  to  have  the  franchise  because  they 
have  not  the  requisite  knowledge  of  political 
affairs  to  enable  them  to  distinguish  what  is 
required.  I  have  heard  the  same  thing  stated 
in  the  Council  myself.  If  that  is  true,  I 
should  like  honourable  members  to  consider 
what  is  implied  by  the  law  of  heredity.  I  do 
not  think  that  there  is  anything  more  cer- 
tain than  the  fact  that  mental  and  physical 
peculiarities  are  transmitted  from  the  parent 
to  the  child.  Certainly  this  is  a  physiological 
law  we  cannot  evade,  and  if  we  do  an  injustice 
to  woman  we  are  bound  to  carry  the  record 
in  our  own  constitutions.  If  it  is  true  that 
woman  is  indeed  deficient  in  intellectual  power, 
that  fact  will  explain  why  so  many  drivel- 
ling fools  have  got  into  political  life.  I  come 
now  to  the  question  of  physical  defects.  That 
argument  certainly  has  been  used  in  this 
Goimcil.  It  was  used  by  Sir  George  Whitmore, 
and  by  others — namely,  that  woman  was  in- 
capable physically — and  that  she  was  incapable 
was  proved  by  the  fact  that  she  could  not  go  and 
defend  the  country.  That  argument  was  dealt 
with  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
MacGregor,  and  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
for  me  to  go  much  into  it.  If  that  argument 
were  allowed,  then  there  is  no  doubt  that  we 
should  have  to  do  away  with  the  whole  of  the 
weak  men,  the  whole  of  the  sick  men,  and  the 
whole  of  the  aged  men.  Sir,  I  venture  to  say, 
if  the  franchise  were  based  on  that  principle, 
three-fourths  of  the  members  of  this  Council 
would  be  disfranchised  to-morrow.  And  I  will 
just  say  that,  as  to  the  remaining  one-fourth, 
I  will  take  dozens  of  girls,  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  in  this  colony  who  would  enter 
the  lists  against  the  remaining  one-fourth,  and 
come  out  victorious,  without  soiling  their 
gloves  or  losing  their  dignity.  It  is  therefore 
shown  how  worthless  these  objections  are, 
and  how  foreign  to  this  argument,  especially 
when  you  depart  from  a  right  principle. 
But,  Sir,  is  it  true  that  women  may  not  be 
of  use  in  a  case  of  great  national  danger  ?  I 
think  that  is  a  question  which  might  be  consi- 
dered. Because  she  does  not  go  to  **  the  Front," 
it  is  not  necessary  to  suppose  that  on  that 
account  she  would  be  less  serviceable  in  the 
event  of  a  great  national  conflict.  I  would  ask 
honourable  members  to  think  of  the  Spartan 
mother  who  entered  the  school,  took  her  boy 
from  the  bench,  put  him  in  the  midst  of  the 
school,  and  dedicated  him  to  the  war.  We 
cannot  conceive  how  much  zeal,  how  much 
enthusiasm,  how  much  patriotic  fire  was  in- 


fused into  the  boys  of  that  school  by  that 
mother;  and  it  is  just  this  moral  force 
which  is  so  necessary  behind  the  physical 
to  render  it  efiective — moral  force,  so  neces- 
sary in  every  struggle,  which  can  be  culti- 
vated in  women  by  education  and  by  political 
responsibilities.  I  come  now  to  another  point 
made  by  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore,— with 
regard  to  the  afi&rmation  that  they  were  in- 
capable as  rulers,  and  that  they  have  shown 
themselves  to  be  so.  I  do  not  know  where 
he  got  his  data  from.  Certainly,  the  number 
of  female  rulers  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  male  rulers  has  been  very  small ;  but, 
without  travelling  all  over  the  world,  let  us 
just  take  a  look  at  Great  Britain.  During 
the  history  of  that  nation  we  have  only  had 
four  ruling  queens,  and  three  of  them,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  stand  forward  as  having  been  able 
administrative  rulers.  I  allude  to  Elizabeth, 
Anne,  and  Victoria.  Now,  just  think  of  the 
number  of  kings,  and  what  they  have  done. 
Sir,  we  all  know  that  Elizabeth  ruled  England 
at  a  time  the  most  critical  in  the  life  of  the 
nation.  She  ruled  it  with  a  firm  hand.  She 
did  her  duty,  and  carried  the  kingdom  through 
a  grave  crisis.  I  will  come  down  now  two 
hundred  years,  and  I  will  ask  honourable 
members  to  look  at  the  man  who  was  ruling 
over  England,  having  the  advantage  over  Eliza- 
beth of  two  centuries  of  civilisation.  Just  look 
at  what  he  is  pictured  to  be  by  one  of  the 
leading  writers  of  our  time.  Thackeray,  refer- 
ring to  George  IV.,  draws  his  picture  thus : — 

'^  To  make  a  portrait  of  him  at  first  seemed  a 
matter  of  small  difficulty.  There  is  his  coat, 
his  star,  his  wig,  his  countenance  simpering 
under  it.  With  a  slate  and  a  piece  of  chalk  I 
could  at  this  very  desk  perform  a  recognisable 
likeness  of  him.  And  yet,  after  reading  of  him 
in  scores  of  volumes,  hunting  him  through  old 
magazines  and  newspapers,  having  him  here  at 
a  ball,  there  at  a  public  dinner,  there  at  races, 
and  so  forth,  you  find  you  have  nothing — ^no- 
thing but  a  coat  and  a  wig,  and  a  mask  smiling 
below  it  —  nothing  but  a  great  simulacrum. 
His  sire  and  grandsires  were  men.  One  knows 
what  they  were  like ;  what  they  would  do  in 
given  circumstances:  that  on  occasion  they 
fought  and  demeaned  themselves  like  tough, 
good  soldiers.  They  had  friends  whom  they 
liked  according  to  their  natures;  enemies 
whom  they  hated  fiercely;  passions,  and  ac- 
tions, and  individualities  of  their  own.  The 
sailor-king  who  came  after  George  was  a  man. 
The  Duke  of  York  was  a  man,  big,  burly,  loud, 
jolly,  cursing,  courageous.  But  this  George, 
what  was  he  ?  I  look  through  all  his  life,  and 
recognise  but  a  bow  and  a  grin.  I  try  and 
take  him  to  pieces,  and  find  silk  stockings, 
padding,  stays,  a  coat  with  frogs  and  a  fur 
collar,  a  star  and  blue  ribbon,  a  pockethand- 
kerchief  prodigiously  scented,  one  of  Truefitt's 
best  nutty-brown  wigs  reeking  with  oil,  a  set  of 
teeth,  and  a  huge  black  stock,  underwaistcoats, 
more  underwaistcoats,  and  then  nothing.*' 

Sir,  that  is  the  description  of  a  King  of 
England  two  hundred  years  after  Elizabeth. 
Weil,   I  submit  the  English  people  might  as 
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well  have  pat  the  Crown  on  the  top  of  a  hag 
of  sawdust.  But  the  evil  which  he  created 
lives  to  some  extent,  hecause  the  seeds  of  evil, 
like  had  weeds,  have  a  very  tenacious  life  ;  but 
bis  good  was  practically  nil.  Sir«  another 
argument  which  has  been  dealt  with  is,  that 
as  woman  does  not  understand  politics  i( 
would  be  unwise  to  grant  the  franchise  to  her. 
In  reply  to  that,  I  will  just  read  one  or  two 
lines  from  Macaulay.    He  says, — 

**  Many  politicians  of  our  time  are  in  the 
habit  of  laying  it  down  as  a  self-evident  pro- 
position that  no  people  ought  to  be  free  till 
they  are  fit  to  use  their  freedom.  The  maxim 
is  worthy  of  the  fool  in  the  old  story,  who 
resolved  not  to  go  into  the  water  till  he  had 
learned  to  swim.  If  men  are  to  wait  for  liberty 
nntil  they  are  wise  and  good  in  slavery  they 
may  indeed  wait  for  ever." 

I  take  it  that  the  argument  will  be  applicable 
to  women  as  to  men.  Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the 
remarks  of  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Bowen. 
Sir,  I  confess  that  the  services  rendered  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  to  this  colony  have  been  of 
such  a  great  and  such  an  enduring  character, 
in  the  shape  of  national  education,  that  I  feel 
we  must  all  consider  very  carefully  any  re- 
marks he  may  make  in  this  Council ;  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  we  are  almost  bound,  in  a  che- 
valierlike style,  to  humorously  grant  him  any 
latitude  he  may  be  inclined  to  take  on  public 
questions.  I  confess,  however,  I  could  not  help 
thinking  that  he  had  gone  a  little  astray  when 
he  said  he  believed  that  the  grantint;  of  the 
jK)litieal  franchise  to  women  would  have  a  dis- 
mtegrating  efiect  on  the  family.  I  feel  certain 
that,  if  honourable  gentlemen  in  this  House,  or 
any  men  in  this  colony,  or  any  women  in  this 
colony,  for  one  moment  supposed  that  such 
would  be  the  case,  they  would  immediately  say 
they  did  not  want  the  franchise  to  be  con- 
ferred upon  women.  But  I  fail  to  see  how 
any  such  disruption  of  the  family  as  that  can 
take  place.  I  say  this :  If  you  want  a  man 
that  is  faithful  to  his  political  pledges,  that  is 
anxious  to  do  his  best  for  his  party,  that  takes 
an  intelligent  view  of  political  questions,  that 
does  his  duty  as  a  citizen  in  the  best  way  he 
can  according  to  his  intellect  and  opportunity, 
I  say  you  will  find  that  man  pays  tne  closest 
attention  to  his  family,  is  most  careful  about 
the  comfort  of  his  children,  and  loves  his  wife. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  you  find  a  man  that 
does  not  care  about  party,  that  does  not  care 
about  politics,  but  is  still  always  speaking 
about  politics,  always  talking  at  the  street- 
corners,  talking  to  this  party  about  this  thing 
and  to  another  party  about  another  thing,  you 
can  never  place  any  reliance  on  him.  You  will 
find,  generally,  that  that  man  pays  no  attention 
fto  his  family,  and  takes  no  interest  in  their 
comfort.  I  believe  that  would  be  the  case  with 
women,  and  that,  practically,  women,  if  they 
were  to  take  more  interest  in  politics  than 
they  took  in  their  families,  would  cease  then 
to  he  politicians ;  they  would  cease  to  be  a  fac- 
tor in  politics  ;  because  they  would  cease  to  be 
women:  and  therefore,  I  think  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bowen  will  see,  the  law  of  equilibrium  comes  in 


— as  soon  as  they  cease  to  be  women  they  cease 
to  be  politicians.  I  think  I  hear  some  one 
say,  "  My  honouiUbble  friend,  if  you  grant  the 
franchise  to  women  you  will  not  have  Mr. 
Bowen's  system  of  education  very  long."  That 
is  another  argument  that  has  been  advanced. 
Sir,  I  do  not  believe  it.  Wo  have  turned  out 
now  thousands  and  thousands  of  girls  from  our 
public  schools,  who  look  back  with  feelings  of 
reverence  and  love  on  the  school  as  a  second 
home,  a  home  that  they  have  been  trained  in 
in  their  young  days ;  and  I  believe  that  these 
girls,  when  they  have  the  responsibilities  of 
voters,  and  they  see  anything  threatening  to 
breskk  up  that  school  system,  if  the  matter  is 
fully  explained  to  them,  will  be  found  to  be  as 
staunch  supporters  of  the  school  system  as  any 
one  among  the  men  at  the  present  time.  I  will 
just  draw  attention  to  one  vezy  peculiar  argu- 
ment of  the  opponents  of  this  measure,  and 
that  is,  that  women  are  too  sentimental,  that 
they  will  be  led  by  the  clergy — that  they  are 
too  sentimental,  too  emotional,  and  they  will 
simply  be  led  by  the  parson.  Yet,  at  the  same 
time,  as  soon  as  they  are  done  with  that  argu- 
ment they  turn  round  and  say  that  women  will 
be  unsexed,  will  become  too  masculine,  that 
they  will  not  be  women  at  all.  How  can  these 
honourable  gentlemen  reconcile  these  argu- 
ments ?  Sir,  the  ways  of  transgressors  are  hard, 
and  the  arguments  of  some  people  are  very  con- 
fused. Another  argument  is  that  the  ordinary 
courtesies  and  decencies  of  life  would  not  be  ex- 
tended to  women  if  they  had  political  rights. 
I  have  heard  this  argument  advanced  generally 
in  connection  with  the  tram-cars,  and  I  think 
it  should  be  called  the  tram-car  argument. 
It  is  said,  if  women  have  politicsJ  rights,  and 
anv  of  the  sex  happen  to  be  standing  up  in  a 
public  tram-car,  men  will  not  get  up  and  sur- 
render to  them  a  seat.  That  is  an  astonish- 
ing position  to  take  up.  It  practically  affirms 
this:  that  the  courtesy  which  they  have  ex- 
tended to  women  in  the  past  has  been  a  sham ; 
that  they  never  intended  to  be  courteous ;  that 
when  they  said  they  would  get  up  and  give  her 
a  seat  with  pleasure,  they  did  not  mean  it  at 
all.  Practically  they  mean  that  it  was  a  com- 
mercial transaction  :  they  offered  her  a  mess 
of  pottage  called  *'  courtesy  "  in  exchange  for 
her  political  birthright,  and  there  was  nothing 
of  the  element  of  courtesy  and  good -feeling 
about  it.  But  it  appears  to  me,  Sir,  that  this 
carries  a  conclusion  still  further  than  that — 
that  if  a  man  does  an  act  of  courtesy  to  a 
woman  the  benefit  of  that  act  is  not  altogether 
a  gift  conferred  on  her.  Does  he  do  nothing 
to  humanise  his  own  character  ?  Simply  be- 
cause woman  is  given  the  franchise  man  will 
not  extend  to  her  ordinary  courtesies — will  not 
even  give  her  a  seatl  That  means  he  will 
throw  overboard  the  only  thing  that  ennobles 
and  humanises  his  own  miserable  self.  That 
is  a  most  remarkable  way  of  getting  out  of  the 
difficulty,  and  it  is  a  singular  example  of  tho 
saying,  "To  cut  ofi  one's  nose  to  spite  one's 
face."  As  to  the  next  objection,  that  women  do 
not  want  the  franchise,  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  say  much  about  that.    I  had  intended 
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to  say  something  in  reference  to  the  petitions 
whicn  have  heen  referred  Ijp.  There  was  a 
petition  presented  last  year  containing  ten 
thousand  names,  and  this  has  heen  accentu- 
ated hy  the  presentation  of  |)etitions  this  year 
containing  thirty  thousand  signatures.  I  think 
that  should  show  all  reasonable  men  that  the 
women  in  the  colony  do  want  the  franchise. 
But  I  maintain  it  is  no  matter  whether  they 
do  or  not,  it  is  no  matter  if  only  five  women  in 
the  colony  want  it,  it  is  no  matter  if  only  one 
woman  wants  it,  and  that  one  is  silent.  I 
maintain  that  it  is  our  duty  to  grant  it,  to 
grajit  it  because  it  is  just  that  she  should  have 
it,  and  therefore  we  have  no  right  to  refuse 
this  meed  of  justice.  Surely  honourable  mem- 
bers do  not  contend  that  they  would  not  grant 
a  man  justice  simply  because  he  did  not  recog- 
nise his  rights.  That  would  be  a  very  peculiar 
moral  idea,  but  that  is  actually  the  case  in  re- 
spect of  this  argument ;  and,  no  matter  whether 
women  want  the  franchise  or  not,  I  maintain 
that  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  grant  it  because 
it  is  just  and  it  is  right  that  they  should  have 
it :  and  then  let  them  make  the  best  use  of  it 
they  can.  I  think  the  lowest  form  of  argument 
that  has  been  advanced,  and  it  is  one  which, 
I  am  sure,  an  honourable  man  would  hardly 
think  of  using,  is  the  argument  that  it  is  likely 
to  disturb  political  parties  in  the  country.  I 
do  not  know  that  any  man  in  this  Council  has 
been  a  hotter  political  partisan  than  I  have 
been ;  but  I  say  this :  No  man  should  decide 
this  question  from  simply  a  party  point  of 
view.  It  is  a  question  of  great  moment,  and  I 
trust  party  spirit  will  be  kept  out  of  this, 
and  that  it  will  be^judged  purely  on  its  merits : 
and  again  I  ask  honourable  members  to  judge 
it  from  the  standpoint  of  justice.  As  to  its  not 
being  before  the  country,  I  think  there  is  very 
little  in  that :  and  I  am  sure  supporters  of  this 
measure  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Montgomery  for  the  various  instances  he  has 
given  from  the  history  of  England  to  show 
how  great  measures  have  been  passed  with- 
out having  been  submitted  to  the  country, 
but  proving  in  eveiy  instance  beneficial  to  the 
country ;  and  I  think  we  should  take  advan- 
tage of  the  experience  of  the  Old  Country  that 
he  has  put  before  us  in  that  respect.  But  I 
say  this :  that  we  really  have  had  this  question 
before  the  country.  In  1890,  before  the  Atkin- 
son Ministry  was  dissolved,  Sir  John  Hall 
brought  it  forward  by  resolution  in  the  House, 
and  he  then  drew  special  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  elections  would  be  coming  on  in  a  very 
short  time,  and  it  was  important  this  question 
should  be  put  before  the  country.  Tne  elec- 
tions came,  and  immediately  afterwards  came 
the  Bill  for  granting  this  privilege  to  the 
women.  It  has  been  before  Parliament  for 
three  successive  sessions ;  it  has  been  can- 
vassed in  every  newspaper  in  the  colony;  it 
has  been  raised  at  every  by-election ;  and  I  con- 
sider it  is  monstrous  to  say  that  this  question 
has  not  been  before  the  country.  I  have  only 
now  to  say  that  I  hope  the  Council  will  now 
think  that  they  have  done  their  work  in  re- 
gard to  this  measure  so  far  as  discharging  the 
Eon.  Mr,  Bolt 


functions  of  an  Upper  Chamber  10  concerned.' 
I  think  that,  if  what  is  required  of  an  Uppei^ 
Chamber  is  to  see  that  no  large  measure  of 
legislation  is  thrust  hastily  on  the  people,  then 
the  Council  has  carried  out  its  functions  in 
that  respect  excellently,  and  I  do  not  think 
we  should  go  any  further  in  that  direction.  If 
appears  to  me  that  any  further  opposition  on 
the  part  of  this  Council  will  practically  be  in 
opposition  to  the  people.  The  Council  has 
done  its  duty.  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into 
any  discussion  as  to  how  it  has  done  that 
duty  in  the  past.  I  have  no  doubt  there  are 
good  reasons  for  everything  that  has  been  done. 
I  should  have  liked  to  see  the  Bill  passed  last 
session,  but  I  have  no  doubt  the  Council  had 
good  reasons  for  the  conclusions  it  came  to; 
but  I  think  the  time  has  now  come  when  the 
Council  should  give  in  its  adhesion  to  a  measure 
which  has  been  three  times  before  Parliament, 
and  I  do  not  think  any  further  opposition 
would  be  excusable.  For  my  own  part,  I  may 
say  that  I  think  the  fears  of  honourable  mem- 
bers as  to  the  evil  results  of  such  a  measure 
are  altogether  unworthy;  because  I  am  sure 
we  all  admit  that  if  we  want  any  moral  ideal,  if 
we  want  real  honesty  of  purpose,  and  so  on, 
we  all  look  to  women  for  it.  We  admit  that 
they  have  a  higher  morality  than,  perhaps, 
men,  in  the  rough-and-tifmble  of  life,  are  able 
to  attain,  and  therefore  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  wise  of  us  to  apprehend  any  evil 
from  bringing  into  the  political  arena  what  we 
practically  admit  is  the  higher  moral  half  of 
the  people.  I  do  think  that  the  Council  should 
pass  this  Bill  without  any  more  hesitation, 
because,  in  the  words  of  the  poet, — 

You  will  lighten  the  curse  of  Adam 
When  you  lighten  the  curse  of  Eve. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  five 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPRESENTATIVB8. 
Wednesday,  23rd  August^  1893. 

First  Beadlne8--Waipa  and  Punin  Maoris— Hartinl- 
Henry  Bifleft— Education  Endowments— Alco- 
holicXiiquors  Bale  Contarol  Bill— Adjournment. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  two- 
o'clock. 
Pbaysbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Otago  University  Reserve  Bill,  Eyngdoo 
Land-grant  Bill,  Gimmerbum  Forest  Bill^ 
Land  Bill,  Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Banki 
and  Bankers  Bill,  Public  Trust  Office  Bill,. 
Tobacco  Bill,  Land  and  Inoome  Assessment 
Bill. 

WAIPA  AND  PUNIU  MAORIS. 
Mr.  LAKE  asked,  on  accoimt  of  the  urgency 
of  the  matter,  whether  the  Government  were- 
aware  that  the  Maoris  on  the  Waipa  and 
Puniu  Rivers  had  been  reduced  by  the  recent- 
floods  to  absolute  want^  having  lost  their  crops. 
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and  seed  ior  next  year ;  and,  if  they  were  awace 
-of  it,  would  they  authorise  Mr.  WUkinson,  the 
OoYemment  Agent,  to  assist  them,  either  by  a 
^rant  of  potatoes  for  their  immediate  neces- 
sities, and  a  further  supply  for  seed,  or  in  suoh 
other  way  as  might  seem  desirable  ? 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  he  was  not  per- 
sonally  aware  of  the  matter,  but  perhaps  his 
•colleague  the  Native  member  of  the  Ezecative 
might  be  aware  of  it.  At  any  rate,  inquiries 
would  be  made  that  evening,  and,  if  the  matter 
was  as  urgent  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated,  immediate  relief  would  be  afforded. 

MARTINI-HENRY  RIFLES. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  if  the  Premier  had  re- 
>peiv6d  any  word  about  the  Martini-Henry 
tifles. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  received  a  tele- 
gram  from  the  Agent-Qeneral  to  the  effect 
that  two  hundred  had  been  shipped  by  the 
"Tongariro." 

EDUCATION  ENDOWMENTS. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved.  That  this  House 
approves  of  the  lands  described  in  the  Paper 
No.  61,  laid  before  this  House  on  the  80th 
June,  being  permcbnently  set  aside  as  endow- 
ments for  education.  The  motion  was  neces- 
sary to  give  effect  to  tlie  return  laid  on  the 
table  as  stated  in  the  motion.  Honourable 
members  would  understand  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  make  certain  endowments  out  of  the 
Tarious  lands  opened  up  for  settlement  and 
sold  during  the  year,  and  a  return  of  the  lands 
so  set  aside  had  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  in 
compliance  with  section  288  of  the  Land  Act, 
and  then  it  was  necessary  that  the  House 
should  by  resolution  signify  its  approval  of 
these  lands  being  set  aside  as  endowments. 
For  this  purpose,  therefore,  he  moved  the 
resolution. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  would  like  to  ask  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  if  this  was  all  the  land  reserved 
in  the  Provincial  District  of  Wellington;  be- 
cause it  seemed  that  it  was  only  270  acres,  and 
that  was  an  exceedingly  small  quantity  for  a 
▼ear  in  a  province  which  had  so  much  Crown 
lands  for  disposal. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  thought  it  was  a  pity 
the  law  could  not  be  altered  so  that  the  whole 
of  the  education  reserves  should  be  brought 
under  the  management  of  the  Land  Boards, 
llierefore  he  hoped  that  the  necessary  Bill 
would  be  pushed  through,  because  very  great 
dissatisfaction  was  expressed  all  over  the  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland  at  least  with  reference  to 
the  way  these  reserves  were  managed.  He 
thought  the  sooner  they  were  brought  under 
the  control  and  management  of  the  Land 
Boards  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  colony. 

Mr.^  J.  McKENZIE  might  say,  in  reply  to 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt,  that 
Ibis  was  not  all  the  land  that  had  been  set 
aside  in  the  Wellington  Land  District,  but  it 
was  all  the  land  so  far  forward  as  to  be  in  a 
eondition  to  be  gazetted,  and  consequently  the 
Oorenunent  could  only  lay  on  the  table  de- 


scriptions of  such  lands  as  had  been  gazetted 
for  this  purpose.  Other  reserves  would  be 
made  in  due  course,  and  the  House  would  be 
asked  to  approve  of  them  next  session.  With 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden,  the  honourable  member 
would  find  a  Bill  now  on  the  Order  Paper  which 
would  give  effect  to  what  he  wished,  if  the 
House  would  pass  it.  However,  he  did  not 
know  what  the  House  would  do  with  it.  He 
saw  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  shaking  his 
head  very  hard  at  the  Bill,  and  no  doubt  there 
would  be  a  considerable  amount  of  opposition 
to  it.  The  House  would,  however,  deal  with  it 
later  on. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  whether  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  had  given  attention  to  th% 
point  that  the  education  reserves  in  the  Wel- 
lington Provincial  District  were  the  best  that 
could  be  set  aside  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he,  of  course,  had 
to  trust  to  the  Surveyor-General  and  the  officers 
of  the  department  as  tothac  matter.  He  could 
not  possibly  examine  the  land  himself  as  to  its 
suitableness  ot  unsuitableness  for  educational 
endowments,  but  he  would  bring  the  matter 
before  the  department. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS  SALE  CONTROL 
BILL. 
IN  coMurrTSX. 
Clause  8. — Costs  and  expenses  of  elections 
and  of  taking  polls,  how  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved.  That  all  the  words 
after  the  first  word  *'  All "  be  struck  out,  with 
a  view  of  inserting  other  words. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question^ 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause.'' 


Ayes,  86. 

Blake 

Kapa 
Kefiy,  W. 

Seddon 

Buckland 

Shera 

Buick 

Lawry 

Tanner 

Mackintosh 

Taylor 

Camcross 

McGowan 

Thompson,  R. 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  J. 

Thompson,  T. 

Dawson 

McLean 

Valentine 

Duncan 

Mills.  C.  H. 

Ward 

Fish 

Parata 

Willis. 

Fisher 

Pinkerton 

Tellers, 

Eraser 

Beeves 

Kelly.  J. 

Houston 

Sandford 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Hutchison,  W 

Noes,  81. 

Allen 

Lake 

Rolleston 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  M 

Russell 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Stout 

Duthie 

McGuire 

Swan 

Eamshaw 

Meredith 

Taipua 

Fergus 
Hall 

Mills,  J. 

Wilson 

Newman 

Wright. 

Hamlin 

O'Oonor 

Harkness 

Palmer 

Tellers^ 

Hutchison,  G. 

Rhodes 

Hall-Jones 

Joyce 

Richardson 

Moore< 
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For. 
Saunders. 


Pais. 


Against* 
Mitchelson. 


Majority  for,  5. 

Words  retained,  and  olause  agreed  to. 

Clause  10. — Amendment  of  law  as  to  licenses. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  moved,  That  subsec- 
tion (1)  [providing  that  only  a  widow  or  a  wife 
having  a  protection  order  may  hold  a  license] 
be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
£tand  part  of  the  olause." 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Gadman 

Camcross 

Carroll 

Dawson 

Duthie 

Eamshaw 

Hall-Jones 


Houston 
Hutchison,  W. 
Joyce 


Ayes,  40. 
Kelly,  J. 
Lake 
Lawry 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLean 
Meredith 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Mitchelson 
Moore 
Newman 
Pinker  ton 
Beeves 
Sandford 


Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  W.  C. 
Stout 
Tanner 
Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Willis. 

Tellers, 
Pish 
Mills,  J. 


Noes,  25. 
Blake';  Kelly,  W.  Bolleston 

Bruce  Mackenzie,  M.  Bussell 

Buckland  Mackenzie,  T.    Shera 

Fergus  Mackintosh        Swan 

Fisher  McGuire  Wilson. 

Praser  0*Conor 

Hall  Parata  Tellers, 

Harkness  Bhodes  Duncan 

Hutchison,  G.   Bichardson        Wright. 
Majority  for,  16. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  subsection  (1)  re- 
tained. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  moved.  That  subsec- 
tion (5)  [providing  that  during  hours  when 
licensed  premises  are  closed  windows  of  public 
bars  shall  be  kept  unscreened]  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Buchanan 

Buick 

Camcross 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harkness 

Hutchison,  W. 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J. 

Allen 
Blake 
Bruce 
Buckland 


Ayes,  80. 
Lake 

Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McLean 
Meredith 
Mitchelson 
Moore 
Newman 
O'Conor 
Pinkerton 

Noes,  82. 
Cadman 
Dawson 
Duncan 
Fisher 


Bussell 

Sandford 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stout 

Taipua 

Wright. 

TeUers. 
Houston 
Tanner. 


Fraser 
Hogg 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 


Mackemsie,  T 

.  Bolleston 

Valentine 

McGuire 

Shera 

Ward 

Mills,  C.  H. 

Smith.  W.  C. 

Willis 

Mills,  J. 

Swan 

Wilson. 

Parata 

Taylor 

Tellers. 

Bhodes 

Thompson,  B. 

Pish 

Bichardson 

Thompson,  T. 

Hutchison,  G 

Majority  against 

.2. 

Subsection  struck  out. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  moved,  That  the  first 
line  of  subsection  (7)  [providing  that  a  licensee 
shall  have  a  right  to  renewal  of  the  license  foe 
two  years  after  original  grant]  be  omitted, 
with  a  view  of  striking  out  the  whole  sub- 
section. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question* 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Blake 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Buckland 

Cadman 

Camcross 

Dawson 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Fisher 

Fraser 

Hogg 

Hutchison,  G. 


Allen 

Buick 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Hamlin 

Houston 


Ayes,  87. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
McGuire 
McGowan 
McLean 
Mills,  J. 
Parata 
Beeves 
Bhodes 
Bichardson 
Bolleston 


Seddon 

Shera 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Swan 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

Ward 

Wilson* 

Tellers. 
Fish 
MiUs,  C.  H. 


Noes,  22. 
Lake  Stout 

Mackenzie,  M.  Taipua 
Meredith 


Newman 

Palmer 

Pinkerton 


Tanner 
Thompson,  R» 

Tellers. 
Eamshaw 
Wright. 


Hutchison,  W.  Sandford 
Kelly,  J.  Smith,  W.  C. 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Carroll  Harkness 

McKenzie,  J.  Joyce 

Bussell.  Fergus. 

Majority  for,  15. 
Words  retained. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  word  *'  shall  »• 
be  struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting 
"  may  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question* 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  st&nd 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  86. 

Bruce 

Fraser 

McLean 

Buchanan 

Hogg 

Mills.  C.  H. 

Buckland 

Hutchison,  G. 

Mills,  J. 

Cadman 

Kelly,  W. 

O'Conor 

Carncross 

Lawry 

Parata 

Dawson 

Mackintosh 

Beeves 

Duncan 

McGuire 

Bhodes 

Duthie 

McGowan 

Bichardson 

Fisher 

McKenzie,  J. 

Bolleston 
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Seddon 
Shera 

Smith,  E.  M. 
Swan 

AUen 

Baick 

Eamshaw 

Hail 

Hall-Jones 

Hamlin 

HarknesB 

Houston 

Hatohison,  W. 


Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 

Noes,  26. 
Joyce 
Lake 

Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Meredith 
Palmer 
Pinkerton 
Sandford 
Smith,  W.  0. 


Tellers. 
Blake 
Fish. 


Stout 

Taipua 

Thompson,  K. 

Willis 

Wilson 

Wright. 

Tellers. 
Kelly,  J. 
Tanner. 


Paib. 
For,  Against 

Carroll.  Fergus. 

Majority  for,  10. 
Word  retained. 

Sur  B.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  words  "  sub- 
sections one  to  lour  of  "  be  struck  out  of  the 
following  paragraph  in  subsection  (7) :  "  In  any 
snoh  case,  or  if  any  objection  under  subsections 
one  to  four  of  section  eighty-one  of  the  principal 
Act  be  made,"  &c. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  58. 


Allen 

Lawry 

Rolleston 

Blake 

Mackenzie,  M 

Sandford 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Seddon 

Buchanan 

Mackintosh 

Shera 

Boick 

McGuire 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Cadmon 

McGowan 

Swan 

Dawson 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tanner 

Duncan 

McLean 

Taylor 

Duthie 

Mills,  0.  H. 

Thompson,  R, 

FUh 

Mills,  J. 

Thompson,  T. 

Fisher 

Mitchelson 

Valentine 

Fraser 

Moore 

Ward 

Hogg 

Newman 

Willis 

Houston 

O'Conor 

Wilson 

Hutchison,  G. 

Parata 

Wright. 

Kelly,  J. 

Reeves 

Tellers. 

Kelly,  W. 

Rhodes 

Buckland 

Lake 

Richardson 
Nobs,  11. 

Gamcross. 

Earnshaw 

Eapa 
Palmer 

Taipua. 

Hall-Jones 

Tellers, 

Hamlin 

Pinkerton 

Harkness 

Joyce 

Stout 

Meredith. 

Paib. 
For,  Against, 

Carroll.  Fergus. 

Majority  for,  42. 
Words  retained. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  following 
proviso  be  added  to  subsection  (7) :  *'  Provided 
always  that  this  subsection  shall  be  inoperative 
unless  a  majority  of  the  poll  under  this  Act 
shall  have  voted  that  the  present  number  of 
licenses  shall  be  continued." 
The  Committee  divided* 


Bruce 

Buick 

Duthie 

Eamshaw 

Hall 

Hail-Jones 

Hamlin 

Harkness 

Houston 

Hutchison,  G. 

Hutchison,  W. 


Blake 

Buchanan 

Gadman 

Camcross 

Dawson 

Duncan 

Fisher 

Fraser 

Hogg 

Kelly.  J. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lawry 

Mackintosh 


Atss,  81. 
Joyce 
Kapa 
Lake 

Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McGuire 
Meredith 
Mitchelson 
Moore 
Newman 
Pinkerton 

Noes,  86. 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLean 
MiUs,  0.  H. 
O'Oonor 
Parata 
Reeves 
Richardson 
Russell 
Sandford 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 


Rhodes 

Rolleston 

Shera 

Stout 

Taipua 

Wilson 

Wright. 

Tellers, 
Allen 
MiUs,  J. 

Smith,  W,  0. 

Swan 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

Ward 

WUlis. 

Tellers, 
Buckland 
Fish. 


Paib. 

For,  Against. 

Fergus.  Carroll. 

Majority  against,  5. 
Amendment  negatived. 
The   Committee    divided   on   the   question, 
**  That  clause  10  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
Atb8,  49. 


Allen 

Kelly,  J. 

Russell 

Blake 

Kelly,  W. 

Seddon 

Bruce 

Lake 

Shera 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie.  T. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Buckland 

Mackintosh 

Smith,  W.  0. 

Buick 

McGtdre 

Swan 

McGowan 

Taylor 

Camcross 

McLean 

Thompson,  ©. 

Dawson 

MUls,  C.  H. 

Thompson,  T. 

Duncan 

Mitchelson 

Valentine 

Duthie 

Moore 

Word 

Fish 

Parata 

Willis 

Fraser 

Pinkerton 

WUson. 

Hall 

Reeves 

Hogg 

Rhodes 

TeUers. 

Houston 

Richardson 

Fisher 

Hutchison,  G. 

Rolleston 
Noes,  18. 

Lawry, 

Hall-Jones 

Wright. 

Hutchison,  W. 

Sandford 

Kapa 

Stout 

Tellers. 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Taipua 

Earnshaw 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Harkness. 

Paibs. 
For,  Against. 

Carroll  Fergus 

McKenzie,  J.  Joyce. 

Majority  for,  86. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  11.— No  increase  of  licenses  to  be  al- 
lowed until  after  the  taking  of  the  then  next 
oensos. 
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Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  words,  »•  the 
then  next  oensns,"  be  struck  out,  with  the  view 
of  inserting  "  the  poll  under  this  Act." 

The  CSommittee  divided  on  the  question, 
'*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Allen 

Blake 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Oadman 

GamoroBs 

Dawson 

Duncan 

Fisher 

Fraser 

Hogg 

Houston 

Hutchison,  G. 

Hutchison,  W. 

KeUy,J. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lake 


Duthie 
Hall-Jones 
Harkness 
Kapa 


Atbs,  52. 
Ijawry 

Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackintosh 
McOuire 
McQowan 
McLean 
Meredith 
Mills,  0.  H. 
Moore 
Newman 
O*0onor 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Reeves 
Rhodes 
Richardson 
Rolleston 
Russell 


Sandford 

Seddon 

Shera 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  W.  C. 

Swan 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 

Thomp«on,  T. 

Valentine 

Ward 

Willis 

Wilson. 

Tellers, 
Buckland 
Fish. 


K0B8, 11. 

Mackenzie,  T.  Wright. 
Mills,  J.  Tellers. 

Mitohelson  Eamshaw 

Taipua  Stout. 


Paibs. 
For,  Aga4$iit. 

Carroll  Fergus 

McKenzie,  J.  Joyce. 

Majority  for,  41. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  words  <*  three- 
fifths  in  number  of "  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Aybs,  51. 


AUen 

Lawry 

Russell 

Blake 

Mackenzie,  M 

Sandford 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Seddon 

Buchanan 

Mackintosh 

Shera 

Buckland 

McGuire 

Smith,  £.  M. 

Oadman 

McGowan 

Smith,  W.  0. 

Oamcross 

McLean 

Swan 

Dawson 

Meredith 

Taylor 

Duncan 

Mills,  C.  H. 

Thompson,  R. 

Duthie 

Mitchelson 

Thompson,  T. 

Fish 

Moore 

Valentine 

Fraser 

O'Conor 

Ward 

Hogg 

Parata 

Willis 

Houston 

Reeves 

Wilson. 

Hutchison,  W 

,  Rhodes 

Tellers. 

Kelly,  J. 

Richardson 

Fisher 

KeUy,  W. 
Lake 

Rolleston 

Hutchison,  G. 

N0S8,11. 

Buick 

Newman 

Tanner. 

Hall-Jones 

Pinkerton 

Tellers. 

Harkness 

Stout 

Eamshaw 

Kapa 

Taipua 

Wright. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Carroll  Fergus 

McKenzie,  J.  Joyce. 

Majority  for,  40. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Clause  18.— Returning  Officer  to  appoint  day 
for  taking  poll. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  word  "  Go- 

vemor"  be  substituted  for  "  Returning  Officer." 

The  Committee    divided    on   the   question, 

**  That  tiie  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 

part  of  the  clause." 


Blake 

Buchanan 

Buckland 

Buick 

Cadman 

Oamcross 

Carroll 

Dawson 

Duncan 

Fish 

Fisher 

Fraser 

Houston 


Allen 

Brace 

Duthie 

Eamshaw 

Ferffus 

Hall-Jones 

Harkness 

Hutchison,  G. 

Kapa 


Ayes,  87. 
Kelly 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
McQowan 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Reeves 
Richardson 
Rolleston 
Russell 
Sandford 
Seddon 

Nobs,  24. 
Lake 

Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Meredith 
Mitchelson 
Moore 
Newman 
O'Conor 


Shera 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Swcbn 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

Ward 

Willis. 


Tellers. 


H< 
Mo: 


Rhodes 
Smith,  W.  C. 
Taipua 
Thompson,  B. 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Palmer 
Stout.; 


For. 
KeUy,  W. 
McKenzie,  J. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Wright 
Joyce. 


Majority  for,  18. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
effect  that  a  day  for  the  general  election  should 
be  appointed. 
The  Committee  divided. 
Aybs,  10. 


Bruce 
Duncan 

Mackintosh 
O'Conor 

Tellers. 
Fervus 
Harmess. 

Eamshaw 

Stout 

Hall-Jones 

Taipua. 

Nobs,  51. 

Allen 

Fisher 

McOowan 

Blake 

Fraser 

McLean 

Buchanan 

Hogg 

Meredith 

Buckland 

Houston 

Mitchelson 

Buick 

Hutchison,  G. 

Moore 

Cadman 

Hutchison,  W 

Newman 

Oamcross 

Kelly,  J. 

PaJmer 

CarroU 

Lake 

Parata 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 

Duthie 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Reeves 

Fish 

Mackenzie,  T. 

iUiodes 
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liiohajdson 

BoUeston 

Bassell 

Sandford 

Scddon 

Shera 

Smith,  E, 


M. 


Smith)  W.  0. 
Swan 
Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 
Thompson,  T. 
Valentine 


Ward 
Willie 
Wilson. 

TeUert. 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Tanner. 


Pairs. 

For.  AgawuL 

Joyce  McKenzie,  J, 

Wright.  Kelly,  W. 

Majority  against,  41. 
Amendment  ne«itived. 
Clause  16.— Sir  B.  STOUT  moved.  That  the 
word   **  three -fifths,"   in    subseotion    (8),   be 
struok  out 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Blake 

Brace 

Buchanan 

Buckland 

Buick 

Cadman 

Camcross 

Carroll 

Dawson 

Dnthie 

Fergus 

Fish 

Fraser 

Houston 

Hutchison,  G. 

Kapa 

Fisher 
Hogg 

Hutchison,  W. 
Meredith 


Ayss,  48. 
Kelly,  J. 
Lake 
Lawry 

MJBMikensie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McLean 
Mitchelson 
Moore 
O'Conor 
Parata 
Beeves 
Bhodes 
Bichardson 
BoUeston 

Nobs,  10. 
Newman 
Pinkerton 
,  Stout 
Tanner. 


Buflsell 

Sandford 

Seddon 

Shera 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  W.  C. 

Swan 

Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

WiUis 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Duncan 
Mills,  C.  H. 


Tellers. 
Hall-Jones 
Harkness. 


Paibs. 


For. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Kelly,  W. 
Ward. 


Against. 
Joyce 
Wright 
Earnshaw. 


Majority  for,  36. 

Word  retained. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
embracing  a  provision  that  the  poll  shall  be 
null  and  void  if  one-half  of  the  total  number  of 
votes  on  the  roll  be  not  recorded  at  the  poll. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Aybs,  40. 

Blake 

Duncan 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Brace 

Duthie 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Buchanan 

Pish 

Mackintosh 

Buckland 

Fraser 

McGowan 

Cadman 

Hogg 

McLean 

Camcross 

Houston 

Mills,  C.  H. 

Canoll 

Hajtchison,  G. 

Mitchelson 

Dawson 

Lawry 

O'Conor 

Parata 

Beeves 

BhodeQ 

Bichardson 

BoUeston 

Bussell 


Buick 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Hall-Jones 

Harkness 


Seddon 
Shera 

Smith,  W.  C. 
Swan 
Taylor 
Thompson,  B. 

Noes,  17. 
Kelly,  J. 
Lake 
Meredith 
Mills,  J. 
Moore 
Pinkerton 


Valentine 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Thompson,  T. 


Sandford 

Stout 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Newman 
Tanner. 


For. 
Kelly,  W. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Ward. 


Paibs. 


Against 
Wright 
Joyce 
Earnshaw. 


Majority  for,  28. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  SANDFOBD  moved,  That  the  word 
"  one-half  "  be  strack  out,  with  the  view  of  in- 
serting "  two-fifths." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Blake 

Brace 

Buchanan 

Buckland 

Cadman 

Camcross 

Carroll 

Dawson 

Duncan 

Fergus 

Fish 

Hogg 

Houston 

Buick 

Fisher 

HsJl-Jones 

Harkness 

Hutchison,  W. 

Kelly,  J. 

Lake 


Ayxs.  36. 
Hutchison,  G. 
Liawry 

Mackenzie  M. 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Parata 
Beeves 
Bhodes 
Bichardson 
BoUeston 
Bussell 

Nobs,  20. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McLean 
Meredith 
Mills.  J. 
Mitchelson 
Moore 
Newman 


Seddon 
Shera 

Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  W.  C. 
Swan 
Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Valentine 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Fraser 
Thompson,  B. 


Pinkertod 
Stout 
Tanner 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Sandford. 


Paibs. 
For,  Against. 

Kelly.  W.  Wright 

McKenzie,  J.  Joyce 

Ward.  Earnshaw. 

Majority  for,  16.  . :  . 

Word  retained. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
providing  that  the  licenses  shall  continue  as 
before  if  one-half  of  the  total  number  of  elec- 
tors do  not  vote. 

The  Conunittee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 
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Ayes,  48. 


Blake 

Kelly,  J. 

Buflsell 

Buchanan 

Lake 

Sandford 

Buokland 

Lawry 

Seddon 

Mackenzie,  M.  Shera 

Garncross 

Mackenzie,  T.   Smith.  E.  M. 

Carroll 

Mackintosh 

Swan 

DawBon 

McGowan 

Taylor 

Duncan 

McLean 

Thompson,  T. 

Duthie 

Mitchelson 

Valentine 

Fish 

Moore 

Willis 

Fisher 

Parata 

Wilson. 

Fraser 

Beeves 

Hogg 

Bhodes 

Tellers, 

Houston 

Richardson 

Mills,  0.  H. 

Hutchison,  G. 

Bolleston 
Koxs,  IS 

Tanner. 

« 

Allen 

Meredith 

Thompson,  B, 

Bruce 

Mills,  J. 

Hall-Jones 

Newman 

Tellers, 

Harkness 

Pinkerton 

Buick 

Hutchison,  W 

Smith.  W.  C 
Paibs. 

.    Stout. 

For 

, 

Against 
Wright 

Kelly,  W. 
Mckenzie,  J.              • 

royce 

Ward. 

Eamshaw. 

Majority  for,  80. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
vision  in  clause  16  providing  for  the  refusal 
of  those  licenses  whicn  have  heen  indorsed  for 
selling  liquors  during  prohibited  hours  on  any 
days  other  than  Sunday. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*<  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Allen 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Duthie 

Hall-Jones 


Blake 

Buckland 

Cadman 

Carncross 

Dawson 

Fisher 

Fraser 


Ates,  16. 
Hutchison,  W.  Stout 
Lake  Tanner. 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Meredith  Tellers, 

Mitchelson        Harkness 


Houston 
Hutchison,  G. 
Kelly,  J. 


Bolleston 

Nobs,  82. 
Lawry 
McGowan 
McLean 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Moore 
Parata 
Beeves 
Bhodes 
Bichardson 
Bussell 
Seddon 


Sandford. 

Shera 
Swan 
Tanner 
Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 
Thompson,  T. 
Valentine 
Willis. 

Tellers, 
Fish 
Mills,  J. 


Paibs. 
For,  Against, 

Kelly,  W.  Wright 

McKenzie,  J*  Joyce 

Ward.  Eamshaw. 

Majority  against,  16. 
Words  struck  out. 
Progress  reported. 


ADJOUBNMENT. 

On  the  question,  That  this  House  do  no^ 
adjourn, 

Mr.  MOOBE  wished  to  know  from  the 
Premier  whether  he  expected  the  Committees 
to  meet  that  mominff  at  half-past  ten. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  a  matter  entirely 
for  the  Committees  themselves. 

Mr.  MOOBE  would  point  out  that  the 
Premier  had  generally  been  courteous  enough 
to  arrange,  on  other  occasions  when  they  left 
at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning  like  that,  as 
to  whether  the  Committees  should  meet  or  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  it  was  impossible  for 
the  Premier  to  do  what  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  suggested. 

Mr.  MOOBE  said  the  Premier  had  gene- 
rally given  an  Intimation  to  the  House,  at  any 
rate. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  it  was  undesirable 
the  Select  Committees  should  not  meet.  His 
engagements  on  Committees  for  that  dav  were 
very  important.  He  might  say  they  could  only 
blame  tiie  Premier  for  keeping  them  there  so 
late. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  principal  speaker^ 
who  had  kept  them  there  for  three-quarters 
of  an  hour,  was  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara.  That  was  the  honourable  member 
who  was  to  blame,  and  his  action  was  without 
any  good  grounds  or  reasons  whatsoever. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  wished  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation  in  respect  to  what  the  Pre- 
mier had  just  said,  charging  him  having  been 
the  cause  of  detaining  the  Committee  for  the 
last  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  He  resented 
that  imputation.  It  was  the  Premier  who  was 
to  blame.  He  (Mr.  Hutchison)  had  been  op- 
posing  the  passing  of  an  addition  to  a  clause 
which  the  Premier  had  introduced  in  Com- 
mittee, but  of  which  they  had  no  proper  notice, 
and  which,  as  read  from  the  table,  meant 
nonsense  so  far  as  the  rest  of  the  clause  was 
concerned. 

Mr.  FISH  must  indorse  the  explanation  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara.  That 
honourable  gentleman  certainly  did  not  delay 
the  business  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour ;  he 
thought  it  was  only  forty  minutes.  He  did  not 
think  anybody  was  particularly  to  blame  for 
the  lateness  of  the  hour.  Considerably  good 
and  important  work  had  been  done  in  the 
hours  they  had  been  sitting,  and  the  Premier 
had  succeeded  in  getting  through  more  work 
than  any  other  gentleman  in  the  same  position 
would  have  done. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  various  reasons  had 
been  given  for  the  delay  that  had  taken  plaoe. 
Might  he  suggest  that  the  real  cause  of  the  de- 
lay was  that  the  Premier  had  asked  the  Com- 
mittee to  do  too  much?  The  House  had  got 
past  its  working-point ;  any  one  coming  into 
the  House  within  the  last  hour  could  easily 
see  that.  He  hoped  the  Premier  would  take  the 
lesson,  and  woi^d  not  again  attempt  the  im- 
possible. If  they  had  adjourned  an  hour  and 
a  half  ago  he  was  certain  the  business  would 
be  much  further  forward. 
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Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  indoned  the  remark  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  that 
they  had  been  driven  too  hard.  They  ought 
not  to  be  kept  there  night  after  night  till  that 
time. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Eaiapoi  had  struck  the  point  at 
issue  when  he  asked  the  Premier  whether  he 
would  not  make  some  motion  in  regard  to  the 
Committees.  The  Premier  said  now  he  could 
not  do  it.  A  few  evenings  ago,  however,  the 
Premier  had  said,  when  they  were  considering 
that  Bill,  that  if  the  Committee  would  consent 
to  go  on  he  would  move  that  Select  Commit- 
tees should  not  sit  the  following  day.  The  fact 
of  the  matter  was,  the  premier  had  not  the 
power  to  make  any  alteration  in  regard  to  the 
meetings  of  the  Committees.  On  account  of 
the  lateness  of  the  hour,  he  thought  they  were 
entitled  to  some  consideration,  and  that  by 
general  consent  the  Committees  might  forego 
sitting.  The  Premier  had  no  power  to  dictate 
to  them  whether  they  were  to  meet  or  not. 

Mr.  LAKE  said  the  delay  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  business  was  on  account  of  the 
sHpehod  condition  in  which  the  Bill  had  been 
brought  down. 

At  this  stage  the  electric  light  suddenly 
went  out,  leaving  the  chamber  in  darkness. 
Lighted  candles  having  been  brought  in, 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  verv  sorry  this 
had  happened,  and  he  would  make  inquiries 
into  it  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  also  said  the  matter  would 
be  looked  into. 

Mr.  LAKE,  contmuing,  said  that,  as  to  the 
chaiges  by  the  Premier  about  the  unnecessary 
delay  that  had  taken  place  in  dealing  with  the 
Bill,  the  real  delay  was  due  to  the  fact  thac 
the  Bill  had  been  brought  down  on  a  series  of 
Sapplementary  Order  Papers:  that  was  the 
reason,  he  thought,  that  not  much  progress  had 
been  made* 

Mr.  FERGUS  suggested  that  the  Premier 
might  give  the  House  some  indication  as  to 
how  the  sittings  of  the  Committees  could  be 
dispensed  with  next  morning. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  unpossible  for  the 
Government  to  do  so. 

Mr.  FERGUS  thought  there  should  be  some 
sort  of  a  general  understanding  that  the  Com- 
mittee meetings  would  lapse  that  day. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  members  to  attend  to  their  duties  on 
Select  Committees  that  day,  and  he  thought 
then  should  be  an  imderstanding  that  mem- 
bers would  be  relieved  from  those  duties. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  first  of  all,  must  express 
veiy  much  regret  that  in  the  midst  of  their 
deliberations  the  lights  should  have  gone  out. 
Steps  would  be  taken  which  would  prevent  a 
zeonrrence  of  that.  Then,  he  would  say  that 
it  was  very  unusual,  when  the  House  met,  to 
have  a  discussion  as  to  what  had  taken  place 
in  Committee.  In  fact,  it  was  against  the 
rules  of  procedure  to  discuss  what  had  oc- 
enrred  in  Committee. 

Mr.  RHODES.— You  commenced  it  your- 


Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  done  nothing  of 
the  kind.  The  honourable  gentleman  should 
not  make  such  statements.  Over  an  hour 
ago  he  had  agreed  to  report  progress  when 
a  clause  of  the  Bill  had  been  passed;  but 
members  did  not  feel  inclined  to  report  pro- 
gress, and  the  business  was  kept  going.  It  was 
over  half  an  hour  since  they  came  oat  of  Com- 
mittee, and  members  did  not  feel  inclined  to  go 
home.  One  member  after  another  had  got  up 
and  spoken  to  the  question  of  adjournment. 
The  Government  could  not  interfere  with  the 
meetings  of  Committees,  although  the  pro- 
cedure in  the  past  had  been  that  after  a  late 
sitting  the  Committees  had  not  met. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn." 


Bruce 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Camcross 

Dawson 

Duncan 

Praser 

Houston 

Lake 


Allen 
Blake 
Buckland 


Aybs,  25. 
Lawry 
McLean 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Moore 
Parata 
Reeves 
Rhodes 
Rolleston 
Seddon 


Tanner 
Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Valentine 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Guinness 
Joyce. 


Noes,  8. 
Hall-Jones  TeUera. 

Mackenzie,  T.  Hutchison,  G. 
Mills,  J.  Richardson. 

Majority  for,  17. 


The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  four 
o'clock  I 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  24th  August,  1893. 


Cumin's  Index  of  Statutes— Electoral  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spxakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pa^TXBS. 

CURNIN'S  INDEX  OF  STATUTES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICE  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  cause  a  copy  of  the  next  revision 
of  Cumin's  Index  to  the  Statutes  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  each  member  of  the  General 
Assembly?  If  the  publication  were  distri- 
buted amongst  honourable  members  it  would 
be  far  more  useful  than  many  other  publica- 
tions that  were  now  distributed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  this 
index  was  the  private  property  of  Mr.  Cumin, 
and  whenever  a  new  edition  was  issued  the 
(Government  made  arrangements  to  take  a 
certain  number  of  copies.  The  cost  was  very 
small — about  78.  6d.  each.  He  believed  the 
next  one  would  not  be  issued  for  about  two 

Ssars,  and  he  was  afraid  he  could  not  give  the 
onourable  gentleman  what  he  wanted. 
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BLECTOBAL  BILL. 

▲DJ0UBN1BD  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWABT.— It  is 
•well  known  that  I  am  a  very  strong  advooate 
of  the  enfranchisement  of  woman,  and  that  I 
have  been  so  ever  since  the  question  became 
one  of  practical  importance  in  this  colony. 
The  subject,  I  think,  has  been  before  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  for  the  last  fourteen 
years.  In  1879,  Dr.  Wallis,  then  one  of  the 
Auckland  members,  advocated  the  claims  of 
women  with  great  force  and  eloquence.  Since 
then  the  question  has  been  before  the  country 
at  the  different  elections ;  but  during  the  last 
^ve  or  six  years  it  has  assumed  almost  burning 
importance.  We  in  this  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture have  had  the  subject  under  consideration 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  I  think  it 
is  a  matter  for  profound  zegret  that  this  en- 
largement of  the  frcbnchise  did  not  become 
law  last  session.  The  genius  of  tiiis  age  is 
one  in  favour  of  equality  and  liberty,  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  although 
some  honourable  members  may  succeed  in  de- 
feating this  measure,  it  is  only  a  question  of 
time  whether  it  will  be  made  law  during  this 
Parliament  or  the  next.  It  is,  at  most,  simjdy 
a  question  of  delay.  What  we  have  to  con- 
sider really  is,  as  some  honourable  members 
have  previously  pointed  out.  Why  has  woman 
been  excluded  from  the  franchise  ?  This  arose 
from  a  curious  historical  state  of  circumstances. 
We  know  that  in  England  the  feudal  system 
prevailed  to  such  an  extent  that  military  ser- 
vice was  looked  upon  practically  as  the  one 
qualification  for  the  ordinary  rights  of  citieen- 
i^p,  and  women  were  not  supposed  to  be  able 
to  render  that  service.  Then,  we  have  the 
further  reason  that  up  to  a  comparatively 
recent  period,  and  to  a  great  extent  in  Eng- 
land, property  in  one  form  or  another  was 
the  sole  qualification  for  the  right  of  voting. 
Now  we  nave  adopted  in  this  colony  what 
is  termed  ** manhood  suffrage":  that  is  to 
say,  every  person  over  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
subject  to  certain  conditions,  is  entitled  to 
exercise  the  franchise.  That  being  conceded, 
it  seems  to  me  to  follow  almost  as  a  corollary 
that,  as  men  have  this  privilege,  it  should  be 
extended  to  women.  If  it  were  a  property 
qualification  we  were  to  be  govemed  by,  I  ad- 
mit it  might  be  contended  that  only  those 
women  who  have  property  should  be  repre- 
sented ;  but  we  have  gone  beyond  that,  following 
in  the  lines  of  other  colonies,  and  have  given 
manhood  suffrage.  I  see  no  reason  whatever, 
therefore,  why  we  should  not  extend  that  prin- 
ciple to  women.  During  the  last  twenty-five  or 
thirty  years  nothing  has  been  more  noticeable 
in  the  history  of  the  various  countries  in  the 
British  dominions  than  the  very  remarkable 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  uie  position  of 
women  from  a  legal  point  of  view,  from  a  social 
point  of  view,  from  an  educational  point  of 
view,  and  also  from  an  economic  point  of 
view ;  and  to  deny  women  the  right  to  vote 
seenis  to  me  to  amount  to  a  very  great  and 
illogical  piece  of  injustice.  We  know  perfectly 
well  that  our  Universities  were  olosed  agtonst 


them,  and  that  now  t&ey  are  praotioally  open 
to  them.  This  has  been  more  particularly 
the  case  of  recent  years  in  the  Sootish  Uni- 
versities, also  in  the  London  University,  and 
in  some  measure  to  other  Universities  in  th« 
United  Kingdom.  Then,  within  the  Isle  of 
Man,  since  the  year  1880  women  have  been 
entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  Legislature» 
and  I  believe  the  legislation  there  has  been  very 
satisfactory.  Then,  we  have  this  old  story  A 
the  State  of  Wyoming  referred  to,  and  I  think, 
Sir,  we  have  had  sufficient  proof  during  this 
debate  that  the  extension  of  the  fi^nchise  feo 
women  there  has  been  a  very  marked  suocees. 
To  recapitulate  anything  that  had  been  said 
would  only  be  attempting  to  paint  the  lily; 
but  I  wish  to  allude  to  what  the  Hon.  Ifiy* 
Montgomery  said  yesterday  when  he  read  part 
of  an  artide  in  Harper*s  Maganne  dealixig 
with  this  question.  It  is  contended  that  woman 
will  only  vote  as  their  husbands  ask  them.  A 
gentleman  who  visited  that  State  quite  recently 
says  this: — 

*'  I  found  that  a  great  majority  of  the  women 
In  Wyoming  are  in  the  habit  of  voting.  Not 
all  of  them  vote  as  their  husbands  do,  and,  m^ 
one  official  expressed  himself,  *  Good  men  prid^ 
themselves  upon  not  influencing  their  wives.' 
Yet  it  is  true,  I  am  told,  that  very  many  woman, 
of  their  own  volition  and  unconsciously,  copy 
the  politics  of  their  husbands.  Occasionally 
the  men  of  the  State  hear  of  women  who  refuse 
to  embrace  the  privilege — who  do  not  believe 
that  woman  should  meddle  in  affairs  whioh 
concern  the  homes,  the  prosperity,  and  the  sell* 
reject  and  credit  of  the  communities  of  which 
they  are  a  part— but  such  women  are,  of  coar8e« 
few." 

We  have  in  England  women  on  the  Boards 
of  Education,  and  I  believe  their  accession  to 
those  Boards  has  been  marked  with  very  con- 
siderable  satisfaction.  They  have  also  the 
right  to  vote  in  connection  with  Ck>unty  Coun- 
cils ;  and  we  know  that  the  presence  of  women 
upon  Boards  of  Guardians  is  not  only  hailed 
with  great  satisfaction,  but  has  been  attended 
with  a  remarkable  amount  of  good.  The  ob- 
jections to  this  movement  are  very  vague,  and 
I  think  no  objection  of  a  substantial  charae* 
ter  has  been  urged  during  this  debate.  It  has 
been  urged  that  we  should  defer  the  question 
of  the  enfranchisement  of  women  until  tiie 
next  Parliament.  I  submit  that,  constitu- 
tionally, this  question  affects  very  directly  and 
immediately  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  that  branch  has  on  several  occasions 
emphatically  pronounced  its  opinion  in  favouz 
of  woman  suffrage,  so  that  I  do  not  think  it  will 
be  wise  on  the  part  of  this  branch  of  the  LesiSf 
lature  to  further  intercept  this  movement.  X| 
has  been  said  by  certain  nonourable  gentlemen 
who  have  spoken  that  some  honourable  mein- 
bers  who  have  been  recently  added  to  this 
Chamber  show  their  wisdom  in  acting  on  their 
own  individual  feelings.  This  may  be  very  true 
with  regard  to  a  question  that  has  not  been 
before  the  country,  and  which  might  have  oom^ 
before  tlus  branch  of  the  Legislatuce  for  the 
first  time ;  but  we  know  perfectly  well  this  BU^ 
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is  ft  policy  Bill  of  the  Qoyenunent,  that  it  wfts 
ft  Bill  introduced  on  more  than  one  occasion  as 
a  policy  measure  of  the  Government,  and  that 
one  reason  why  those  honourable  gentlemen 
vs  here  to-day  is  that  they  are  supposed  to  be 
prepared  to  ^ve  effect  to  the  wishes  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Hon.  Mehbebs. — ^No. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIB  STEWART.  —  Sir, 
the  alleged  reason  why  some  honourable  gentle- 
men were  appointed  to  this  CounoU  was  that 
the  GoYemment  were  unable  to  carry  their 
policy  measures,  and  they  found  it  necessary 
to  make  further  additions  to  the  Council ;  and 
we  find  that  some  of  those  very  honourable 
gentlemen,  who  were  appointed  by  the  Go- 
vernment to  defend  in  this  branch  of  the 
Iiegislature  the  measures  of  the  Gbvemment, 
are  going  to  vote  against  this  measure.  Some- 
thing has  already  been  said  about  these  ap- 
pointments or  I  would  not  have  introduced 
the  question.  It  has  been  introduced  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Campbell  Walker,  who,  instead  of 
supporting  the  Government,  practically  sits  in 
judgment  upon.  them.  He  tells  them  they 
are  entirely  wrong.  He  states  that  the  late 
Premier  was  entirely  mistaken  on  this  ques- 
tion :  yet,  although  the  Ministry  were  defeated 
on  this  question  last  session,  the  Ministry 
•end  the  nonourable  gentleman  here  to  kill 
the  Bill  this  session.  That  is  the  argument  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  Now,  I  appesJ  to 
those  honourable  members.  I  say  that,  if 
this  Bill  is  defeated  in  the  Legislature  this 
year,  tbwe  will  be  such  a  commotion  in  the 
colony  against  the  present  Government,  and 
against  this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  as  has 
never  been  witnessed  before. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSEI.— I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  Sir.  I  do  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  be  allowed  to  intimidate 
honourable  members  as  to  the  direction  in 
which  they  should  vote. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.  —  I 
ajn  merely  commenting  upon  what  has  taken 
place  here  recently ;  and,  if  honourable  mem- 
bers choose  to  raise  the  question  of  their  con- 
victions, they  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  do  so. 
What  I  submit  is  this:  Those  honourable 
gentlemen  were  sent  here  to  carry  out  the 
then  declared  policy  of  the  Government. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb.— No. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— If  not, 
then  all  I  can  say  is  that  those  memoranda 
and  despatches  between  the  Gk>vemor  and  the 
Seeiotary  of  State  had  no  meaning  at  all.  The 
Tiews  of  every  member  of  this  Council  were 
strictly  examined,  and  it  was  declared  that  the 
Government  were  in  a  minority,  and  that  they 
were  unable  to  carry  the  measures  they  thought 
necessary;  and  certain  honourable  members 
were  appointed  to  carry  out  those  measures, 
and  one  of  those  measures  was  the  woman's 
Iranohise. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— It  was  to  get  their 
measures  discussed. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— Yes; 
it  was  said  their  measures  were  not  even  dis- 
cussed. The  position  now  is  this :  The  Govern- 


ment bring  forward  a  measure,  which  they 
were  unable  to  carry,  and  they  appoint  certain 
members  to  this  branch  of  the  Legislature  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  those  measures,  and 
the  resmt  is  that  those  honourable  gentlemen 
appointed  by  the  Government  to  carry  this 
measure  not  only  vote  against  it,  but  speeJc 
against  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.— I  wish  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
Bill.  As  for  the  duties  of  members  in  this 
Chamber,  I  thought  that  rested  with  the  mem- 
bers themselves. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  those  honourable  gentlemen 
are  so  sensitive  on  this  question.  They  are 
apparently  very  anxious  to  burke  the  disclosure 
of  the  reel  facts. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSEI.— I  must  ask  you, 
Sir,  if  that  is  proper  language  to  use  towards  a 
fellow-member  here. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  honourable 
gentleman  is  in  order. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIB  STEWART.  — The 
honourable  gentleman  must  sJlow  free  dis- 
cussion here,  so  long  as  the  Standing  Orders 
are  not  violated.  I  think  there  is  too  much 
mock-sentimentality  over  this  question,  and  I 
say  that  this  measure  is  not  to  be  defeated  by 
any  subterf  age  or  any  attempt  to  burke  discus- 
sion. We  have  been  informed  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Walker  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Council  to 
act  in  a  judicial  capacity,  and  I  perfectly  agree 
with  him ;  but  the  nonourable  gentleman,  when 
proceeding  to  discharge  his  duty  in  this  judicial 
capacity,  states  that  the  Ministry  are  divided 
on  this  question,  and  that,  though  the  country 
is  in  favour  of  it,  he  will  hold  to  the  opinion 
he  has  held  for  many  years,  and  will  not  vote 
for  it  on  this  occasion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— What  I 
said  was  that  the  Ministry  were  divided  on 
the  question  practically,  and  that  the  country 
was,  practically,  divided  on  the  question,  and 
I  also  said  that  the  majority  were  against  the 
franchise  being  extended  in  this  direction,  and 
therefore  I  said  the  Council  were  perfectly 
justified  in  maintaining  their  privilege  of 
judicially  examining  the  question  and  sending 
it  back  to  the  constituencies. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— The 
honourable  gentleman  emphasized  the  fact 
that  his  opinion  was  always  against  the  mea- 
sure, and  said  he  would  stick  to  that  opinion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER— I  wish  to 
say  that  I  have  been  always  consistent  in 
voting  in  the  direction  I  now  intend  to  vote 
in.  Therefore  the  Government,  in  appointing 
me,  knew  very  well  what  my  opinions  were  on 
the  subject. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Government  knew  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  opinion,  or  whether  he 
is  very  sure  of  it  himself.  All  I  know  is  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated  that  on  previous 
occasions  he  voted  against  this  measure,  and 
that,  nractically  irrespective  of  all  considera- 
tions, ne  intended  to  do  the  same  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.    It  has  been  stated  by  the  Hon. 
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Mr.  Bowen,  in  a  vexy  eloquent  and  able  speech 
ftgainst  this  measure,  that  it  would  reduce 
women  to  a  contemptible  state  in  society,  and 
that  it  was  their  duty  to  attend  to  those  more 
refined  departments  of  life  for  which  Nature 
had  fitted  them.  I  ask  honourable  members 
to  bear  this  in  mind:  that  if  men  were  pre- 
pared to  support  women  and  to  keep  them 
in  that  state  to  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man referred,  one  could  very  well  understand 
that  there  might  be  some  measure  of  truth  in 
his  argument.  But  what  do  we  find  ?  We  find 
that  women  in  all  countries,  and  especially 
in  this  country,  are  obliged  to  enter  into  the 
active  business  of  life  and  obtain  their  liveli- 
hood as  best  they  may.  Thousajids  and  thou- 
sands of  women  who  have  not  the  privilege  we 
should  like  to  see  extended  to  them  are  obliged 
to  earn  their  own  living  in  the  best  way  they 
can.  I  submit,  therefore,  that,  whilst  this  re- 
sponsibility is  thrown  upon  them,  whilst  they 
are  obliged  to  submit  to  our  laws  and  to  our 
taxation,  and  to  perform  the  ordinary  duties 
of  citizens,  they  ought  undoubtedly  to  be 
allowed  to  exercise  the  rights  of  citizenship 
and  vote.  I  see  no  reason  whatever  why  we 
should  wait  until  some  other  country  adopts 
this  principle.  This  colony  is  free  from  many 
complications  which  exist  in  other  countries, 
especially  so  in  the  Old  Country.  We  know 
there  are  many  questions  of  burning  import- 
ance now  being  agitated  there.  Notwithstand- 
ing that  fact,  this  question  has  been  very  fully 
discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  has 
been  carried  there  by  a  large  majority,  and  has 
also  received  very  favourable  attention  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
most  Conservative  bodies  in  the  world.  The 
question  now  comes  before  this  Council  as  a 
practical  one,  and  I  wish  to  place  before  the 
Council  the  very  strong  demand  for  this  reform 
throughout  the  country,  especially  in  all  those 
centres  of  population  where  women  are  able 
to  gather  together  and  discuss  these  questions 
and  express  their  opinions.  The  fact  that  l^ere 
has  been  no  active  movement  in  what  may  be 
termed  sparsely-populated  parts  of  the  colony 
is  no  argument  against  this  reform.  The  argu- 
BMnt  has  been  brought  forward  that,  logically, 
if  women  are  entitled  to  vote,  they  ought  to 
be  admitted  to  the  Legislature.  This  is  based 
upon  an  entire  fallacy.  Judges  are  not  quali- 
fied to  sit  in  Parliament,  nor  are  Civil  ser- 
vants, nor,  in  England,  are  clergymen;  yet 
they  are  entitled  to  vote.  And  there  are 
many  classes  of  the  community  who  are  en- 
titled to  exercise  the  franchise,  but  who  are 
not  eligible  to  sit  in  either  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature. But,  assuming  there  is  anything  in 
the  argument— and  so  far,  at  any  rate,  women 
have  not  expressed  any  desire  to  sit  in  Parlia- 
ment— I  do  not  think  there  is  any  real  objec- 
tion to  their  doing  so.  If  it  is  desirable  that 
woman  should  come  into  this  Legislature,  I 
see  no  reason  why  they  should  not.  What 
I  wish  to  point  out  is  that  the  argument  that, 
because  they  wish  to  have  a  right  to  vote, 
logically  they  are  entitled  to  sit  in  the 
Legislature  applies  to  many  other  members  of 
Hon.  W,  Downie  Stewart 


the  community  who  are  not  entitled  to  sit. 
The  truth  is  that  you  cannot  in  politics  drive 
any  principle  to  its  logical  conclusion.  The 
franchise  seems  to  be  a  question  not  of  right 
but  of  expediency.  This  is  illustrated  by  the 
fact  that  we  disqualify  persons  who  are  con- 
victed  of  crime ;  and  in  many  States  of 
America  persons  who  are  unable  to  read  or 
to  write  are  not  allowed  to  vote*— in  some 
States  because  they  are  unable  to  read,  and 
in  other  States  because  they  are  unable  to 
write.  .  It  is  purely  a  question  of  expediency 
from  that  point  of  view.  The  Legislature  has 
determined  what  is  proper  to  be  conceded,  and 
what  I  submit  is  that,  if  men  are  to  be  al- 
lowed to  have  this  privilege,  intelligent  women 
are  also  entitled  to  have  the  franchise.  I  shall 
not  detain  the  Council  further  than  by  im- 
ploring it  to  seriously  consider  the  conse- 
quences of  refusing  this  Bill.  The  colony  is 
ripe  for  it,  the  demand  is  pressing,  is  increas- 
ing, and  it  will  have  to  be  satisfied  now  or 
at  no  distant  date.  Whilst  some  honourable 
members  may  succeed  in  delaying  this  mea- 
sure, as  surely  as  the  sun  rises  women  will  be 
admitted  to  the  franchise.  I  therefore  very 
heartily  support  that  portion  of  the  Bill  en- 
franchising women. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Sir,  when  any 
member  of  the  Legislature  has  nothing  new  to 
add  to  the  discussion,  but  nevertheless  desires 
to  make  a  speech,  he  generally  excuses  him- 
self by  saying  he  is  unwilling  to  give  a  silent 
vote  upon  the  important  question.  That  is 
exactly  my  present  position.  I  have  nothing 
new  to  say  upon  this  very -well -discussed 
proposal ;  but,  if  I  am  compelled  to  repeat 
arguments  that  have  been  used  in  favour  of 
it,  I  think  I  may  be  able  to  put  these  argu- 
ments in  a  difierent  manner,  and  to  place  the 
claims  of  the  women  to  the  franchise  in  a 
softer  light  than  that  in  which  they  appear 
in  the  speeches  of  those  honourable  gentle- 
men we  have  heard  in  opposition  to  those 
claims.  Sir,  the  Bill  which  is  the  subject 
of  the  motion  of  my  honourable  and  learned 
friend  the  Attorney  -  General  is  in  its  main 
features  simply  a  consolidating  Act — a  Bill 
consolidating  a  number  of  laws  specified  in 
one  of  the  schedules  to  the  Bill,  and  which 
have  been  passed  from  time  to  time  for  the 
purpose  of  regulating  elections.  About  the 
question  of  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill 
there  need  be  no  discussion.  It  must  be  read 
a  second  time,  whatever  may  happen  in  Com- 
mittee when  the  clauses  are  discussed.  It  is 
mainly,  as  I  have  said,  a  machinery  Bill.  What 
is  new  in  it  altogether  is  the  provision  givizxg 
the  franchise,  or  extending  the  electoral  fran- 
chise, to  women,  but  at  the  same  time  de- 
barring them  from  the  privilege  which  that 
franchise  confers  of  obtaining  a  seat  in  the 
Legislature  of  the  colony.  The  only  other  im- 
portant provision  is  that  which  relates  to  the 
"  one  man  one  vote."  Although  I  have  nothing 
very  new  to  say,  I  think  it  worth  while  on 
this  occasion  to  repeat  my  catechism,  and  to 
make  a  confession  of  the  faith  on  which  my 
advocacy  of  women's  rights  in  this  matter  is 
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ioanded.  Sir,  it  is  the  shibboleth  of  constitu- 
tional ireedom  that  there  ^hall  be  no  taxation 
vithout  representation.  I  want  to  know  why 
a  woman  who  holds  property,  and  is  subject  to 
the  payment  of  rates  and  taxes,  should  be  de- 
barred from  the  privilege  of  exercising  her  right 
and  of  selecting  the  representative  who  has  the 
power  of  placing  those  burdens  upon  her.  I 
want  to  Imow  why  the  women  who  are  com- 
peting with  our  male  friends  for  honours  in  the 
University  should  be  debarred  from  the  exer- 
cise of  the  electoral  privilege.  I  was  myself, 
two  or  three  years  ago,  nominated  by  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  to  be  the  graduates' 
representative  on  the  Auckland  University  Col- 
lege Council.  At  the  end  of  my  term  of  office 
the  graduates  on  the  rolls  of  the  Univer- 
sity had  become  sufficiently  numerous  to  give 
to  the  graduates  the  privilege  of  choosing  their 
own  representative,  which  the  law  allowed. 
What  did  these  learned  and  intelligent  men 
do  in  that  case  ?  What  kind  of  representative 
did  they  elect  when  that  right  was  conceded 
to  them?  Why,  a  woman;  a  lady  who  had 
graduated  with  honours  in  the  University  was 
pat  in  the  place  I  occupied,  and  she  occupies 
that  position  now  acceptably,  and  gives  much 
more  valuable  service  to  the  University  than 
I  could  possibly  have  rendered.  Sir,  we  con- 
fide the  education  of  our  children  to  women 
who  are  employed  by  the  Education  Boards 
under  the  Act,  and  yet  we  refuse  to  consider 
them  as  worthy  of  exercising  the  franchise. 
We  have  practically  abolished  property  quali- 
fication. The  qufiJification  for  the  franchise 
is  now  a  residential  one,  as  my  honourable 
friend  opposite  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt)  showed 
very  forcioly  yesterday.  I  want  to  know  why, 
property  qualification  being  abolished,  and  the 
sexes  being  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law  in  re- 
gard to  residential  qualification,  they  should 
not  have  an  equal  voice  in  the  selection  of 
those  persons  who  have  to  make  the  laws 
which  all  alike  are  bound  to  know  and  obey. 
There  is  no  possible  answer  to  this  question 
which  will  justify  such  disqualification.  Time 
was,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  when  it  would 
have  given  me  pleasure  to  reply  seriatim  to 
the  objections  of  honourable  members  who 
have  spoken  in  opposition  to  this  question, 
and  to  answer  seriatim  to  the  objections  they 
have  made ;  but  my  dobating-powers  are  now 
a  vanishing  quantity,  and  I  am  obliged  to 
husband  what  remains.  I  must  content  my- 
self on  this  occasion  with  short  reference  not 
to  all  the  objections  made,  but  to  one  or  two. 
The  objections  are  mainly  those  of  an  aca- 
demic and  sentimental  character,  so  eloquently 
urged  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  who,  I  regret  to 
see,  is  not  in  his  place :  the  other  objections, 
I  take  it,  are  mainly  of  a  practical  charac- 
ter, and  to  those  I  propose  to  address  myself. 
They  are  mainly  two:  first,  that  this  is  not 
the  time  for  this  change.  This  is  the  popular 
fallacy  of  **  Wait-a-bit"  which  Bentham,  in  his 
book,  has  exposed,  and  which  Sydney  Smith 
ridiculed  in  his  Noodle's  Oration.  If  the  time 
has  come  when  ^t  is  right  and  proper  for  the 
change  to  be  made,  then  it  should  be  done 


now,  and  not  three  years  hence  as  proposed 
and  intended  by  the  opponents  of  this  mea- 
sure. With  respect  to  the  other  objection, — 
that  the  voice  of  the  country  has  not  been 
heard  on  this  subject, — I  understand  that  the 
voice  of  the  country  is  expressed  by  its  re- 

Eresentatives.  That  voice  has  been  already 
eard  three  times  in  this  Parliament.  Three 
times  has  the  measure  been  sent  up  to  this 
Council,  and  the  whole  question  has  been 
before  the  electors  during  that  time :  if  there 
had  been  any  objections  of  a  serious  character, 
these  representatives  would  have  heard  it,  and 
have  heud  the  opportunity  of  considering  it. 
They  have  been  in  touch  with  their  constituents 
all  t^at  time.  But,  Sir,  I  think  that,  if  there  is 
any  further  doubt  that  this  Parliament  truly 
represents  x>opular  opinion  on  this  point,  this 
fact  will  remove  it :  Ministers  have  imposed 
upon  themselves  the  task  of  educating  the 
people  of  this  colony  by  addresses  delivered  in 
all  centres  of  population  on  what  is  vulgarly 
termed  *'  the  stump."  Upon  every  platform  in 
this  colony  during  the  recent  recess  Ministers 
have  been  taken  to  task  everywhere  for  the 
delay  which  has  taken  place  in  the  bringing 
of  the  woman's  franchise  into  operation.  What 
was  the  apology  ?  They  endeavoured  to  excuse 
themselves  by  throwing  the  blame  for  this 
delay  upon  this  Legislative  Council.  A  bad 
excuse  is  better  than  none,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  conceive  a  more  paltry,  a  more  disingenu- 
ous excuse  than  that.  The  right  of  women  to 
the  franchise  has  been  affirmed  over  and  over 
again  by  this  Council.  It  was  affirmed  again 
on  the  last  occasion  by  a  large  majority ;  and 
the  Bill  was  lost  not  because  of  the  action  of 
the  Council,  but  because  of  the  action  outside 
this  Council  of  the  party  who  did  not  want  the 
Bill  at  all.  Another  excuse  which  Ministers 
offered  for  their  laches  in  this  respect  was  that 
they  felt  it  their  duty  to  resist  the  amend- 
ments which  the  Council  proposed  to  make  in 
the  Bill,  on  the  ground  that  the  secrecy  of  the 
ballot  would  be  seriously  imperilled.  The 
secrecy  of  the  ballot  1  A  myth, — pure  cant. 
Why,  Sir,  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  It  is 
the  thinnest  and  most  transparent  of  shams. 
There  is  no  secrecy  in  the  ballot,  as  ev^jry 
one  knows  who  has  had  any  practical  ac- 
quaintance with  the  business  of  electioneering 
in  this  colony.  Even  now,  on  every  occasion, 
there  is  an  exhaustive  canvass  of  a  district, 
and  everybody  is  asked  how  he  is  going  to 
vote.  Electoral  rolls  are  made  up  in  every 
committee-room,  on  which  each  name  will  be 
found  to  be  ticked  off,  "for,"  "against," 
"  doubtful."  The  majority  of  men  are  honest, 
and  observe  their  plighted  word ;  and  the  way 
in  wliich  three-fourths  of  the  electors  will  vote 
upon  any  particular  occasion  is  as  well  known 
as  if  their  voices  were  given  and  their  votes 
posted  on  the  market  cloth.  There  is  a  small 
minority  who  are  ready  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  secrecy  which  the  ballot  affords. 
Amongst  them  will  be  found  the  cowards  who 
think  more  of  their  own  miserable  skins 
than  of  the  public  duty  imposed  upon  them; 
the  hypocrites  who  have  pleasure  in  deceiv- 
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ing ;  and  the  knaves  who  take  provoking  gold 
on  eitbtr  hand,  and  nse  the  cloak  of  the 
ballot  to  cheat  the  fools  who  trust  them.  Sir, 
women  have  the  courage  of  their  opinions, 
as  some  of  us  have  occasion  to  know  when 
they  give  us  what  thev  figuratively  term  "  a 
bit  of  their  mind,"  and  sometimes  a  very  big 
bit  indeed.  Whether  it  is  delivered  as  a  cur- 
tain lecture  or  as  an  order  of  the  day  by  the 
autocrat  of  the  breakfast-table  presiding  at  the 
tea  urn,  one  thing  is  quite  certain,  they  do 
not  ask  leave  to  tell  us  what  they  think :  ;if  the 
arguments  they  use  are  not  enforced  by  the 
rolling-pin  or  the  flat-iron  it  is  because  they 
believe  in  the  rule  of  love,  and  that  men  are 
governed  better  by  rewards  than  by  punish- 
ment. And  they  are  right.  One  of  the  hopes 
which  I  have  as  a  result  of  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  women  is  that  this  precious  ballot 
will  be  abolished — that  the  ancient  faith  will 
be  restored  which  regarded  the  electoral  fran- 
chise as  a  sacred  trust  confided  to  individuals 
to  be  exercised  openly,  with  the  responsibility 
which  belongs  to  each  individual.  To  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Reynolds  the  colony 
is  indebted  for  this  blot  of  the  ballot-box.  I 
do  not  Imow  whether  he  has  ever  felt  any 
compunction  as  to  the  share  he  has  taken  in 
imposing  this  brand  of  shame  upon  a  demo- 
cratic community  which  dubs  itself  Liberal 
and  boasts  of  its  freedom.  I  confess  the  de- 
sire and  I  hope  I  shall  live  to  see  the  end  of 
the  ballot-box,  and  with  it  all  objection  to  the 
the  enfranchisement  of  women.  Sir,  there  is  a 
blot  on  this  Bill  which  I  should  be  very  glad 
to  see  removed,  and  that  is  the  bar  to  the  elec- 
tion of  women  as  members  of  the  Legislature : 
if  carried,  that  provision  will  not,  I  am  quite 
sure,  be  allowed  to  remain  much  longer  on 
the  statute-book.  In  the  meantime  wise 
women  will  wait  patiently.  There  will  be  no 
need  to  sport  the  Carmagnole  in  a  wild  skirt - 
dance  or  sing  "  Ca  ira."  In  the  development  of 
Liberalism  that  olot  will  soon  be  removed,  and 
it  will  be  removed  for  this  reason :  that  it  is  not 
disqualifying  the  individual.  It  is  a  disquali- 
fication of  every  electoral  district  in  the  colony, 
and  is  a  deprivation  of  the  constitutional  right 
of¥the  people  to  elect  whom  they  please  to 
represent  them  in  Parliament.  Sir,  the  elec- 
toral franchise  is  a  qualification  only,  and 
confers  no  right.  The  right  is  conferred  by 
the  electoral  district  which  chooses  to  exercise 
it  in  the  election  of  their  representatives.  I 
hope  it  will  be  judiciously  used.  And,  Sir, 
when  the  **■  fair  girl  -  graduate  in  her  golden 
hair  '*  can  lawfully  offer  to  a  district  the  honour 
of  representing  it  in  Parliament,  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Prevention  Act  will  be  a  dead-letter. 
The  publichouse-keepers  and  the  brewers  and 
spirit -merchants  will  then  have  to  consider 
tneir  position.  There  is  danger  in  the  air  for 
them.  A  modest  sip  from  a  bubbling  spring 
of  kisses,  aplendidior  attro,  perennial,  inex- 
haustible by  the  most  cheerful  giver,  will  buy 
a  vote  when  a  gallon  of  beer  or  a  bottle  of 
whiskey  would  fail :  and.  Sir,  this  is  a  trans- 
action to  which  the  direct  veto  cannot  pro- 
perly be  applied,  and  which  may  be  justified 
Hon,  Dr.  FoUen 


even  from  the  most  extreme  Bechabite  point 
of  view,  because  by  the  operation  the  in- 
dependent elector  will  be  made  supremely 
happy,  instead  of  being,  in  the  old-fashioned 
way,  made  very  drunk.  This  is  a  consum- 
mation very  devoutly  to  be  wished.  Sir,  I 
stated  I  would  abstain  from  making  invidious 
reference  to  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
spoke  in  opposition  to  this  Bill,  but  I  must 
make  an  exception  in  favour  of  my  honour- 
able and  gallant  friend  Sir  George  Whit- 
more.  While  I  listened  to  that  honourable 
gentleman  the  other  day  I  could  not  help 
thinking  that  he  had  forgotten  that  since  he 
had  ceased  to  be  an  active  member  of  the 
Imperial  service  a  new  arm  had  been  added 
to  that  service.  He  seemed  to  have  for- 
gotten that  a  new  Legion  of  Honour  had  been 
created  whose  badge  and  decoration  is  the  Red 
Gross — an  order  of  merit  higher  and  nobler, 
because  more  useful,  than  that  of  St.  Michael 
and  St.  George — an  order  which  has  done 
more  to  mitigate  the  horrors  of  war,  and  to 
assuage  human  suffering,  than  any  other  order 
of  merit  ever  invented  in  the  world  before. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  remembered 
that,  I  think  he  would  have  admitted  that 
women  have  some  use  in  the  world,  and  de- 
serve better  consideration  than  the  [honourable 
gentleman  was  disposed  to  give.  If  my  honour- 
able and  gallant  niend  should  ever  again  have 
to  lead — which  I  hope  he  never  will — an  ex- 
pedition into  the  Unwera  country,  I  hope  he 
may  have  an  aide-de-camp  of  that  order  at- 
tached to  his  staff.  An  extension  of  the  kilt 
would  save  appearances  and  spare  blushes, 
whilst  preserving  the  idea  of  military  uniform, 
to  which  our  new  commandant,  Colonel  Fox, 
properly  attaches  importance.  And  should  it 
happen  to  my  honourable  and  gallant  friend 
that  he  should  be  stretched— as  he  was  before 
— on  a  bed  of  sickness,  and  need  a  gentle  hand 
to  cool  his  fevered  brow  and  to  moisten  his 
parched  lips,  such  an  attendant  would  be  very 
much  more  agreeable  than  a  rough  orderly 
stinking  with  onions  and  rum,  with  a  pipe  in 
his  mouth,  and  showing  in  his  personal  ap- 
pearance signs  of  the  scarcity  of  soap  and 
water.  And,  if  personal  service  were  not  re- 
quired, the  new  officer  would  find  a  sphere 
of  action  in  the  hospital  tent  and  in  the 
ambulance  as  useful  as  that  of  the  officer  of 
the  day  whose  business  is  to  inspect  rations, 
preside  at  the  distribution  of  them,  and  see 
that  empty  casks  and  flour -bags  are  re- 
turned from  the  Front  to  store.  My  honour- 
able and  gallant  friend  was  imprudent  enough 
in  his  speech  to  exhibit  a  morbid  political 
penchant  for  the  agricolous  female,  with  ooarsa 
hands  and  red  arms,  who  milks  the  cows,  hoes 
the  turnips,  and  assists  in  the  hayfield,  as 
against  the  sparkling  tailoresses  and  sprightly 
factory-girls  of  the  cities :  this  spreUB  injuria 
fomuB — the  unforgiven  sin — has  brought  down 
the  ire  of  the  Junos  of  the  North,  and  their 
attendant  Mercury  has  been  despatched  by 
wire  to  demand  satisfaction  or  an  apology  from 
the  honourable  gentleman ;  and,  if  he  is  able 
to  carry  out  of  this  scrape  peace  with  honour* 
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he  will  meet  with  a  better  fate  than  I  think  he 
deserves.  I  have  little  to  add ;  but  I  wish  to 
offer  a  word  of  warning  and  advice.  We  have 
this  Bill  now.  Let  us  keep  it  carefully  until 
it  can  be  printed  on  parchment  and  carried 
by  the  Clerk  of  Parliaments  to  Her  Majesty's 
representative  here,  in  order  that  it  may 
receive  the  Royal  assent.  The  Bill  is  for  all 
present  purposes  quite  sufficient  to  enable  the 
necessary  provisions  to  be  made  for  the  coming 
elections,  without  any  kind  of  amendments. 
We  take  it  as  it  is,  and  so  secure  the  statu- 
tory recognition  of  women's  right,  and  to 
show  to  the  world  that  we,  at  any  rate,  in 
this  Council  have  not  been  unmindful  in  our 
care  for  woman's  status  in  this  matter.  We 
know  to  what  dangers  a  Bill  leaving  this 
Council  leaking  with  amendments  is  exposed 
in  passing  through  the  shoals  and  shallows 
of  Committees,  of  **  reasons,"  of  Conferences, 
and  all  the  rest  of  it.  Let  us  avoid  all 
danger  as  far  as  we  can  in  this  instance.  If 
anything  is  done  to  the  Bill  after  it  leaves 
this  Council,  the  responsibility  will  rest  with 
those  who  take  that  action.  We  know  by 
experience  that  Bills  of  this  character,  affect- 
ing popular  rights  upon  the  eve  of  a  general 
election,  are  subject  to  very  great  dangers 
and  difficulties  in  their  passage.  I  remember 
that  some  few  years  ago  a  Bill,  introduced 
by  the  Government  in  this  Council,  for  the 
purpose  of  adjusting  the  balance  of  repre- 
sentation between  the  North  Island  and  the 
South  Island  upon  the  eve  of  an  election,  was 
held  suspended  in  this  Council  like  Mahomet's 
coffin  between  the  negative  and  positive  poles 
of  the  party  strength.  With  the  consent  and 
approval  of  this  Council,  I  stepped  in  to  break 
the  current  and  release  the  Bill.  It  was 
then  carried  through  Committee,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  before  the  honourable  gentle- 
men on  the  Treasury  benches  recovered  from 
the  speechless  amazement  into  which  they 
were  thrown  by  my  audacity  in  that  re- 
spect. I  have  a  little  stock  of  that  audacity 
still  on  hand,  and,  if  need  were,  with  the  con- 
currence of  this  Council  a  second  achievement 
of  that  kind  would  be  the  crown  of  a  long 
parliamentary  career,  now  within  measurable 
distance  of  its  close.  I  am  not  wishing  to 
trespass  on  the  duties  of  my  honourable  friend. 
I  merely  say  a  word  of  warning,  as  intimating 
my  willingness  to  undertake  a  duty,  which  I  am 
quite  sure  I  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  dis- 
charge. Now,  the  parliamentary  "  stonewall  '* 
is  based  on  time,  and  built  of  wasted  hours. 
We  shall  have  spent  four  days  at  the  end  of 
this  day  in  discussing  this  question ;  the  prac- 
tical result  appears  to  me  to  be  that  we  have 
been  laying,  not  consciously  perhaps,  the  first 
course  of  a  useless  structure  on  co-operative 
principles.  Sir,  the  smile  of  the  superintend- 
mg  engineer,  like  that  of  the  **  heathen  Chinee," 
is  childlike  and  bland ;  but  I  am  not  without 
apprehension  as  to  the  state  of  his  sleeves,  and 
I  will  not  be  euchred  this  time  if  I  may  by  any 
chance  avoid  it. 

The  Hon,  Mr.,  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  I  have  no 
intention  of  referring  to  the  speeches  that  have 
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been  delivered  on  this  question,  except  that 
I  cannot  help  saying  that  I  regret  very  much 
that  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Stewart  should 
have  taken  it  upon  himself  to  lecture  our  new 
colleagues  in  this  Council.  I  think  that  was 
entirely  uncalled-for.  I  think  it  is  the  duty 
and  privilege  of  members  appointed  to  this 
Council  to  study  their  own  convictions,  and 
what  is  good  for  the  colony,  and  to  vote 
accordingly,  irrespective  of  parties  altogether. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  I 
have  to  assure  him  that  I  do  not  regret  any 
action  I  have  taken  with  regard  to  vote  by  bal- 
lot. I  believe  it  is  the  most  Liberal  measure 
that  could  have  been  passed  for  the  colony 
at  the  time.  What  brought  my  attention  spe- 
cially to  the  ballot  was,  that  I  knew  at  elec- 
tions some  people  were  totally  ruined— small 
tradesmen— because  they  would  not  support 
a  particular  candidate ;  and  that  was  the  rea- 
son that  made  me  so  persistent  in  urging  on 
the  vote  by  ballot.  I  think  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary that  I  should  take  up  the  question  as  to- 
the  merits  of  the  Bill  at  any  length  just  now. 
My  object  in  rising  was  more  to  defend  the 
Council  than  to  argue  either  in  favour  of  or 
against  the  Bill ;  and,  if  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  will  allow  me,  I  intend  to  give  him  a 
little  bit  of  my  mind.  He  challenged  me  to 
do  so.  Well,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  do  so.  I 
hope  I  shall  not  do  it  at  all  o^nsively,  and 
that  he  will  take  it  all  in  good  part.  Now,  I 
have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  saying  that  this 
Bill  did  not  become  law  last  session  because 
my  honourable  friend  and  his  colleagues  did 
not  want  it  to  become  law. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— My  honour- 
able friend  says,  "  No."  I  think  I  can  prove 
it  conclusively.  My  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Campbell  Walker  has  "  let  the  cat  out  of  the 
bag."  Evidently  he  is  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney- General  and  his  colleagues. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Well,  I  must 
accept  the  contradiction  without  disputing  it, 
but  I  still  retain  my  own  opinion.  Well,  what 
did  he  state  ?  He  stated  the  other  day  that 
the  Ministry  as  a  Ministry  were  not  in  favour 
of  woman's  suffrage.  Now,  if  he  is  correct  in 
this, — that  they  were  not  in  favour  of  it  last 
session,  and  are  not  now, — then  it  must  be 
clear  to  every  member  of  this  Council  that 
they  were  the  cause  of  the  Bill  not  becoming 
law  last  session.  But  what  did  they  do  ?  They 
have  thrown  the  blame  upon  the  Council  for  a 
very  small  and  trifling  amendment.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  only  real  difference  between 
the  Council  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature was,  that  this  Council  wished  to  secure 
the  same  privileges  to  women  in  the  country 
as  were  assured  to  women  of  the  towns.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  roads  in  the  country  are 
not  such  that  women  can  go  ten  or  twelve 
miles  to  a  poll,  especially  in  wet  weather.  All 
that  the  Council  insisted  upon  was  that,  where 
a  poll  was  some  distance  away  from  the  resi- 
dences of  the  parties  desiring  to  vote,  they 
should  be  able  to  go  to  the  nearest  post-office 
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and  record  their  votes  there;  or  any  other 
place  could  be  fixed — it  might  be  the  Resident 
Magistrate's  Court.  Then  the  argument  was 
used  by  the  Government  thab  it  would  destroy 
the  secreov  of  the  ballot. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  —  Hear, 
hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.—*'  Hear,  hear," 
the  honourable  member  says.  Now  I  have  got 
him.  I  am  thoroughly  astonished  that  any 
one  of  the  legal  profession  should  say  **  Hear, 
hear  "  to  that.  Surely  he  knows  it  would  not 
destroy  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot,  more  espe- 
cially as  the  Government  has  been  the  means 
of  introducing  a  system  which  does  stand  a 
chance  of  destroying  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot. 

The  Hon,  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— What  is 
that? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  shearers' 
vote,  and  also  the  seamen's  vote.  It  is  not 
consistent  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
talk  about  destroying  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot, 
when  they  themselves  have  introduced  what  is 
more  likely  to  destroy  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot 
than  anything  that  could  be  put  into  this  Bill. 
We  were  assured  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Campbell 
Walker— and  1  take  him  as  the  exponent  of 
the  Government — that  the  late  Mr.  Ballance 
did  wrong  in  placing  such  a  strain  upon  the 
opinions  of  his  colleagues  and  his  party  by 
introducing  this  woman's  suffrage  in  the  Bill, 
and  he  stated  distinctly  that  neither  the  Go- 
vernment, nor  the  Government  party  as  a 
whole,  were  at  all  in  favour  of  this  measure : 
in  fact,  he  went  further  than  that,  for  he  went 
to  the  extent  of  saying  that  if  the  truth  were 
known  the  advocates  of  woman's  suffrage  in 
the  Government,  and  in  the  Government  party, 
were  in  a  minority  upon  this  question.  I  have 
not  the  least  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is 
my  firm  conviction  that  the  Government  were, 
last  session,  thoroughly  opposed  to  the  carry- 
ing of  the  female  franchise  ;  and  I  am  also  as 
well  convinced  that,  in  going  round  the  country 
and  addressing  the  electors  in  various  places, 
they  have  not  been  acting  exactly  honestly, 
because,  knowing  perfectly  well  that  they  were 
opposed  to  the  female  franchise,  they  sheltered 
themselves  and  their  duplicity — if  that  is  a 
parliamentary  word — by  throwing  the  whole 
blame  upon  this  Council  for  the  loss  of  the  Bill 
last  session.  Why,  the  honourable  gentleman 
knows  the  Council  did  everything  they  pos- 
sibly could  to  get  the  Bill  psbssed  last  session. 
They  gave  way  on  every  point  excepting  the 
one,  and  I  say,  even  now,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
give  way  on  this  point.  I  want  the  country 
women  to  have  the  opportunity  of  voting  as 
well  as  the  town  women.  It  is  not  right  to 
allow  the  legislation  of  this  colony  to  pass  into 
the  hands  of  the  towns.  For  many  years— in 
fact,  I  may  say,  for  twenty- three  years — I 
represented  the  City  of  Dunedin,  and  yet,  while 
representing  that  city,  I  never  forgot  the  fact 
that  the  cities  depended  more  upon  the  coun- 
try than  the  country  upon  the  cities.  I  never 
tried  to  favour  the  city  at  tiie  expense  of 
the  country,  and  I  am  not  going  to  do  so 
now.  I  intend  to  insist  upon  the  amend- 
Hon,  Mr.  Reynolds 


ment  that  the  country  women  shall  have  the 
same  privileges  in  regard  to  voting  as  those 
enjoyed  by  women  in  the  towns.  The  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  I  suppose  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  carrying  ;  but,  if  any  amendments 
are  proposed  carrying  out  my  views,  so  as  to 
give  women  of  the  country  the  opportunity  of 
recording  their  votes  without  having  to  go  ten 
or  twelve  miles  to  the  poll,  I  shall  be  found 
voting  for  them. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  do  not  desire  to 
enter  at  all  largely  into  this  very  wide-reaching 
question,  because  we  have  had  it  before  us  on 
BO  many  previous  occasions.  But  I  feel  un- 
willing to  give  an  absolutely  silent  vote  on  a 
measure  the  far-reaching  importance  of  which 
many  of  us  do  not  seriously  realise.  On  the 
first  occasion  when  I  had  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress the  Council  on  this  subject  I  sought  to 
point  out  that  woman,  in  her  moral  elevation 
of  character,  in  the  attributes  of  her  mind,  in 
the  varied  character  of  her  moral  and  intel- 
lectual attributes,  took  a  higher  level  than  that 
occupied  by  man  :  I  endeavoured  to  show  that 
the  confiict  of  political  business  and  the  worry 
of  politics,  the  necessity  for  compromise  en- 
tailed, and  the  vulgar  struggles  of  political 
life,  did  not  furnish  a  fitting  field  for  the  fur- 
ther development  and  culture  of  these,  her 
higher  attrioutes.  I  endeavoured  to  show  that 
Christian  civilisation  had,  up  to  the  present  mo- 
ment, ennobled  woman  ;  and  that  woman  bad 
amply  repaid  her  debt  by  the  manner  in  which 
she  had  inspired  lofty  sentiments  in  men,  by 
the  marked  contribution  that  she  had  made 
to  the  growth  and  culture  of  lofty  principles 
in  society.  I  endeavoured  to  show  that  in 
the  performance  of  these  great  and  truly  en- 
nobling functions  she  had  contributed  more 
than  her  part  to  the  advancement  of  the  inter- 
ests which  we  all  have  at  heart.  I  endeavoured 
to  point  out  that  women  hated  compromise, 
— that  their  characters  were  naturally  full  of 
childlike  integrity  and  noble  simplicity.  I 
endeavoured  to  show  that  all  progress  in  new 
countries  and  in  political  life  was  the  result 
of  compromise.  What  does  the  term  "poli- 
tics "  mean  ?  Whatever  it  may  mean  in  the 
classical  sense,  in  the  literal  sense  it  means 
the  furtherance  of  some  line  of  policy  quo 
modo.  What  are  the  means  employed  for 
the  furtherance  of  a  line  of  policy  ?  Political 
compromise  as  a  means  to  some  ultimate 
goal.  We  may  put  it  as  we  like,  but  when 
talking  amongst  ourselves  we  know  perfectly 
well  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  chicanery 
in  politics.  The  term  seems  a  hard  one,  but 
I  cannot  find  a  gentler  one.  Let  any  man 
who  has  had  as  many  years'  experience  of 
politics  as  I  have  try  to  deny  the  fact  that 
we  are  so  constantly  called  upon  to  make 
compromises  that  our  consciences  become 
blunted.  Do  we  desire  that  the  conscience 
of  woman,  with  her  keen  sense  of  right  and 
wrong,  which  is  her  prominent  characteristic, 
should  become  blunted  by  confiict  with  lower 
and  less  nobler  forms  of  procedure  than  her 
mind  is  attuned  to  ?  I  think  not.  The  argu- 
ment has  been  advanced  that  the  introduc- 
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tion  of  a  vezy  much  loftier  element  into  our 
public  affairs  should  elevate  rather  than  de- 
teriorate or  injure  public  matters.  All  that 
would  be  excellent  in  its  way  were  it  not  that 
it  is  with  practical  difficulties  we  have  to  deal 
as  practical  men,  that  we  do  not  enter  into  a 

eerfectly  new,  fresh,  and  unbroken  political 
fe,  that  we  have  an  inheritance  of  the  com- 
plex system  which  we  administer,  and  that  it 
bas  been  cleanly  shown  that  the  one  reason 
why  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  has  made  a  greater 
success  of  party  system  and  government  than 
any  other  race  is  that  it  has  always  been 
contented  to  stop  short  at  the  practical  need 
of  the  hour.  The  Anglo-Saxons  have  never 
desired  to  prosecute  any  proposition  to  its  legiti- 
mate conclusion.  They  have  been  satisfied  to 
legislate  from  day  to  day  according  to  their 
needs,  and  they  have  never  set  before  them- 
selves an  ideal  goal,  for  which  they  were  pre- 
pared to  make  prodigious  sacrifices.  In  this 
matter  the  aim  at  the  lower  flight  has  resulted 
in  vast  practical  solidity,  and  vast  practical 
good  to  the  country.  Now,  if  we  aim,  for 
instance,  at  creating  in  one  single  hour  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  electors,  whose 
political  ideas  are  essentially  ideal,  whose  poli- 
tical training  takes  the  necessarily  straight 
flight  toward  the  essentially  excel  lent 'and  good, 
we  may  find  ourselves  landed  in  some  of  those 
strange  complex  positions  which  our  French 
neighbours  have  been  constantly  experiencing, 
and,  odd  though  it  may  seem,  we  may  very 
easily  drop  into  autocratic  government.  There 
is  no  doubt  it  is  only  by  the  gradual  acquisition 
of  the  necessary  knowledge  to  dovetail  expe- 
diency with  experience,  to  reconcile  due  con- 
cessions with  principle,  with  the  essential  kept 
clearly  in  view — it  is  by  means  of  this  kind, 
and  the  fact  that  we  have  confined  ourselves 
to  such  means,  that  practical  legislation  in  all 
these  new  countries  has  been  made  possible. 
I  am  tempted  against  my  inclination  into  this 
form  of  disquisition,  because  one's  mind  is  so 
full  of  the  subject.  I  shall  now  labour  to 
place  the  matter  before  you  in  a  more  con- 
crete form ;  but,  before  doing  so,  I  should  like 
very  hurriedly  to  refer  to  the  character  of 
argument  which  has  been  used  in  inducing 
honourable  members  to  vote  for  this  measure. 
My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Montgomery,  for 
whose  political  experience  and  sagacity  I  enter- 
tain the  highest  respect,  quoted  to  you  yester- 
day the  passage  of  a  measure  in  1829,  dwelling 
on  the  alleged  fact  that  it  had  been  passed 
distinctly  without  any  appeal  for  it  on  behalf 
of  ihe  country.  He  was  endeavouring  to  justify 
us  in  passing  this  measure  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  constitutional  to  make  great  electoral 
changes  without  relegating  such  subjects  to 
the  constituents,  and  in  proof  of  this  he  quoted 
the  passage  of  the  Catholic  Emancipation  Act 
in  1829.  J  ask  my  honourable  friend  to  look 
again  at  the  page  of  history.  Was  there  ever 
a  subject  in  English  history  more  agitated 
than  that?  Was  there  in  the  whole  history 
of  English  legislation  any  matter  the  neglect 
of  which,  up  to  the  point  of  its  concession,  lay 
■as  a  greater  blot  upon  the  love  of  freedom  and 


aspirations  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  ?    Had  not 
the  whole  of  the  intellectual  thinkers  of  Eng- 
land cried  aloud  for  the  concession  of  Catholic 
emancipation  ?    Had  not  the  absurdity  of  five 
millions  of  people  being  kept  in  subjection  in  a 
free  country  been  over  and  over  again  held  up 
as  an  opprobrium  to  the  English  people  ?    Had 
not  the  very  best  thinkers  and  the  very  wisest 
men  in  the  Kingdom  cried  out  against  the 
crime  of  trampling  upon  five  millions  of  their 
fellow-subjects  ?   How  was  the  privilege  granted 
finally  ?    I  only  want  to  point  out  to  you  the 
practical  character  of  the  English  Legislature. 
Was  it  all  these  beautiful  sentiments  that  led 
to  the  passage  of  the  Bill  7    Was  it  the  public 
sentiment  that  existed  over  the  whole  world 
in  favour  of  the  concession  to   these  people 
of  their  legitimate  liberties  that  secxired  the 
measure  ?    No ;  it  was  due  to  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  had  to  go  back  to  his  constituents 
for  re-election,  and  was  defeated  by  Daniel 
O'Connell  on  the  question.    It  was  because 
politics  and  Government  had  become  a  crying 
scandal  and  a  practical  impossibility  in  the 
face  of  such  an  anomaly.     If  there  had  not 
been  a  vast  upheaval  among  the  people  for 
this  change  in  the  electoral  laws  it  would  not 
have  been  carried.    My  honourable  friend  then 
referred  to  the  repeal  of  the  corn-laws  by  Sir 
Robert  Peel.  Gracious  me !  has  there  ever  been 
such  an  agitation — shaking  the  very  Empire  to 
its  centre — as  on  this  question  of  the  repeal  of 
the  corn-law  ?    And  what  induced  England  to 
do  it?     The  people,  from  the  utter  ruin  of 
trade,  were  starving  purely  and  simply,  like 
rats  in  holes.     Gracious  heavens  1   are  we  to 
be  told   that    such   precedents  justify  us  in 
altering  the  whole  of  the  electoral  system  in 
this  colony  ?    This  facility  is  in  keeping  with 
the  character  of  the  argument  which  has  been 
so  readily  and  sweetly  received  by  this  Council, 
which  has  been  lapped  up  as  if  it  were  mother's 
milk  by  men  whose  years  and  experience  far 
transcend  mine.      My  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Oliver  pointed  out  the  fact  that  Queens  have 
distinguished   themselves   in   governing   Eng- 
land, and   asked.  If  women  in  that  position 
showed  such  capacity,  why  should  not  women 
in  general  be  enfranchised  ?     Sir,  there  is  an 
old  political  axiom,  *•  When  kings  rule,  women 
govern ;  when  women  rule,  men  govern."    We 
have  been  confronted  again  and  again  with 
Queen  Elizabeth.    Well,  I  say  that  Elizabeth 
went  within  an  ace  of  ruining  her  Empire. 
Do  we  not  know  that  she  took  so  mean,  so 
parsimonious,  so  limited  a  view  of  the  destiny 
of  a  great  nation  that  she  went  within  an  ace, 
by  grudging  legitimate  expenditure,  of  crushing 
the  navy,  although  urged  to  action   by  such 
talent,  such  men,  as  have  never  been  before 
or  since  known  in  the  history  of  a  nation  ? 
What  about  Burleigh?     What  about  Cecil? 
What   about   Baleigh,    Bacon,    Shakespeare? 
What  about  Drake  ?    She  was  surrounded  by 
the  most  brilliant  galaxy  of  talent  that  has 
ever  ornamented  the  Anglo-Saxon  race;  and 
yet  her  narrow,  paltry,  miserable  caprice  im- 
perilled all.    There  was  never  any  one  more 
overpraised  than  Elizabeth,  never  any  one  more 


Digitized  by 


Google 


292 


Electoral  Bill. 


[COUNCIL.]  Electoral  Bill.         [Auo.  24 


fickle ;  and  we  are  to  hand  over  the  future  of 
this  colony  to  a  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
women,  simply  hecause  history  is  quoted  to 
show  that  Elizaheth  was  a  woman  of  capacity 
and  experience.  I  merely  answer  that  Eliza- 
beth's capacity  would  be  no  justification  for 
our  emancipating  one  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand women.  My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Oliver 
tells  us  that  Queen  Anne  actually  sat  in  Par- 
liament, and  that  Lord  Marlborough  addressed 
her  as  she  sat.  Aye  ;  but  does  anybody  know 
the  relations  that  existed  between  Queen  Anne 
and  Lord  Marlborough  ?  Does  any  one  know 
the  character  of  Marlborough  ?  He  was  a  great 
soldier,  but  he  was  a  mean,  contemptible, 
tricky  hound.  And  was  the  period  in  which 
Marlborough  lived  analogous  to  ours  ?  I  think 
not.  Then,  my  honourable  friend  spoke  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Victoria — a  reign  far  more  dis- 
tinguished than  that  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
She  is  far  and  .away  incomparably  a  superior 
Queen,  because  she  has  shown  an  expansion  of 
mind,  and  a  growing  capacity  to  abstain  from 
interference,  during  her  reign  of  the  last  fifty 
years.  What  is  her  history?  The  very  first 
thing  she  did  was  to  endeavour  to  stand  out 
against  her  Ministers  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
taining her  maids  of  honour;  and  we  know 
perfectly  well  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  good  sense  of  Lord  Melbourne  she 
would  have  taken  that  round  turn  which 
would  have  ruined  the  whole  of  her  career. 
As  a  Queen  she  was  fortunate  in  having  a 
Minister  like  Melbourne,  for  whom  she  had 
a  great  respect.  She  did  what  she  was  told, 
and  took  the  right  turn,  and  her  history  has 
been  affected  by  it  ever  since.  Then,  she 
made  a  most  fortunate  marriage.  She  married 
a  man  of  infinite  capacity,  with  the  strongest 
aristocratic  proclivities,  the  sweetest  manner, 
of  a  gentle  temper,  and  with  the  greatest 
possible  reasons  for  ingratiating  himself  with 
the  British  public.  Subsequently  she  grew 
with  the  experience  of  the  times  to  bo  a 
great  Queen,  because  she  has  not  attempted 
to  govern  contrary  to  constitutional  practice. 
What  we  have  to  look  to  for  the  amelioration 
of  society  is  this :  The  genuine  spiritual  mo- 
tive-power with  which  all  society  is  throbbing 
at  this  moment.  And  what  is  it  ?  It  is  that 
new  conscience  which  has  grown  up  with 
the  growth  of  culture  and  of  civilisation,  and 
which  has  taught  men  that  they  must  be  con- 
siderate towards  their  fellow-men,  which  has 
taught  men  the  necessity  of  making  conces- 
sions to  operatives  and  labourers,  and  which 
has  taught  the  grand  lesson  of  Christian  charity 
to  appear  in  the  workshops  and  in  the  harvest- 
fields.  The  difficulty  of  our  race  is  essential 
and  practical.  We  have  an  intricate  finance  ; 
we  have  a  complex  condition  of  indebtedness, 
with  all  its  ramifications  permeating  the  whole 
of  our  commercial  system.  We  have  reached 
the  stage  that  one  single  injudicious  step  in 
any  direction  in  response  to  some  enthusiastic 
wave  of  public  feeling  may  land  us  in  absolute 
insolvency  and  endless  disgrace.  And  now  we 
are  going  to  bestow  the  franchise  on  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  women  who  have  | 
Hon,  Dr.  Grace 


never  given  one  single  thought  to  any  of  those- 
things.  Sir,  I  am  astonished— overcome  with 
surprise.  But  there  is  the  humorous  side  of 
the  thing.  With  all  our  eagerness  to  enfran- 
chise women,  we  will  not  even  give  them  tiie 
chance  to  vote — we  refuse  them  the  electoral 
right.  Lnagine  these  women,  say,  of  the 
tailoresses'  unions,  emerging  out  of  the  shops 
to-morrow  in  a  city  like  this,  in  the  midst  of 
a  howling  sou'-easter,  and  crowding  round  the 
polling-booth  in  the  interval  for  dinner,  and 
then  going  back  to  their  work  wet  to  the  skin  t 
I  never  denied  woman's  greatness  or  intel- 
lectual capacity,  but  I  desire  to  be  considerate 
for  her  physical  weakness.  I  desire  to  treat 
her  with  genuine  chivalry.  If  I  clothe  her 
with  a  great  and  new  function,  I  desire  to  treat 
her  with  the  same  consideration,  at  least,  as 
the  Government  wish  to  extend  to  the  com- 
mercial traveller.  I  should  like  to  permit 
myself  the  luxury,  Sir,  of  expressing  in  brief 
but  strong  language  the  kind  of  sentiment  I 
entertain  for  such  an  affectation  of  sentimen- 
tality as  is  shown  in  this  Bill.  It  is  beneath^ 
contempt  to  palter  with  a  great  question  in 
this  way ;  and  what  are  the  pivots  upon  which 
this  vital  question  is  going  to  turn,  and  where 
is  it  all  going  to  lead  us  ?  At  one  time  of  my 
life  I  lived  in  a  foreign  country  which  was 
governed  by  two  antagonistic  races.  One  of 
those  races,  though  in  a.  minority,  neverthe- 
less had  special  parliamentary  representation. 
Finding  that  a  craze  for  voting  on  a  numerical 
basis  was  in  vogue,  and  fearing  the  loss  of  their 
special  representation,  the  minority  agreed  to 
sacrifice  their  political  convictions  in  their  per- 
sonal interest  m  order  to  increase  the  nmmber 
of  their  votes.  Sir,  it  is  by  means  of  this  kind 
that  we  are  hurried  to  our  doom.  It  is  with 
arguments  such  as  these  I  have  attempted  ta 
refute  that  we  cozen  our  conscience. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERR.— Sir,  I  have  listened 
with  very  great  interest  to  the  speeches  which 
have  been  delivered  on  the  question  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Electoral  Bill,  and  I 
consider  that  the  speech  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen» 
especially,  put  the  question  very  forcibly  and 
exhaustively  before  this  Council.  He  treated 
it  in  a  statesmanlike  manner,  taking  into  con- 
sideration all  the  circumstances  for  qnd  against 
the  question.  There  were  other  excellent 
speeches,  delivered  on  the  opposite  side.  I 
was  somewhat  grieved  to  hear  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Oliver,  in  his  speech,  give  utterance  to  a  sen- 
tence in  which  he  said  he  was  prepared  to  give 
the  women  the  franchise,  bat  that  he  was  also 
prepared  to  disfranchise  any  one  who  was  so- 
unfortunate  as  to  be  in  the  receipt  of  charity. 
I  think.  Sir,  that  was  a  cruel  position  to  take 
up,  and  one  most  chilling  to  the  feelings  of 
those  who,  perhaps,  in  the  course  of  their  Uvea 
have  occupied  good  positions,  and  performed 
many  useful  and  benevolent  actions,«and  who- 
may,  perhaps,  in  some  degree,  have  helped 
to  build  up  fortunes  of  men  like  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Oliver,  who  now  turn  round  and  refuse 
to  give  them  the  privilege  of  voting.  Have 
we  no  more  regard  for  men  who  have  played 
their  part  in  the  colonisation  of  this  country^ 
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and  helped  on  its  progress ,  than  to  place  them 
on  the  level  of  felons?  I  was  sorry  indeed 
to  hear  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  lips 
oi  that  honourahle  gentleman,  whom  I  always 
considered  to  he  liberal  and  kind  -  hearted. 
I^ow,  Sir,  I  may  state  that  I  will  vote  for 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  There  are, 
however,  several  clauses  which  I  take  excep- 
tion to,  and  which,  if  altered,  will  improve  the 
Bill  considerably.  There  is  the  question  of 
the  dosing  of  the  polls  at  seven  o'clock.  It 
is  a  Well-known  fact  that  labourers,  trades- 
men, and  mechanics  cannot  go  to  the  poll 
if  it  closes  at  six  o'clock  when  they  are  living 
at  a  distance  from  their  workshops.  If  they 
do  vote  before  six  o'clock  it  means  hurrying 
down  to  the  polling-booths  in  their  working- 
clothes,  without  going  to  their  supper  or  tea, 
or  heing  able  to  wash  and  dress  themselves 
after  their  day's  work.  Seeing  the  great  com- 
fort and  convenience  promised  to  the  classes 
mentioned  by  closing  the  poll  at  seven  instead 
of  six  p.m.,  I  have  no  doubt  this  House  and 
the  other  Chamber  will  readily  agree  to  the 
alteration.  I  quite  agree  that  the  seamen  who 
are  unavoidably  absent  from  their  districts 
should  have  the  right  to  vote;  and  I  do  not 
stop  there:  I  say  that  every  person  who  has 
the  right  to  be  on  an  electoral  roll  should 
be  offered  every  facility  to  vote  on  the  day  of 
election,  no  matter  if  he  should  happen  to 
be  absent  from  his  district.  We  know  well 
•enough  that  workmen  take  temporary  em- 
ployment here,  there,  and  everywhere.  They 
are  glad  to  take  employment  one  week  in 
one  town,  and  in  another  town  the  next,  or 
in  different  parts  of  a  district  which  is  divided 
into  different  constituencies;  and  therefore 
I  consider-  that  every  one  on  the  electoral  roll 
should  be  afforded  by  this  Council  and  by 
the  Government  an  opportunity  of  recording 
his  vote.  I  now  come,  Sir,  to  the  principfd 
<:au8e  of  the  discussion  in  this  Council,  and 
that  is  the  question  of  the  women's  franchise. 
Well,  one  would  imagine,  after  seeing  the 
petition  lying  on  the  table,  that  there  were 
a  large  number  of  women  desirous  of  re- 
ceiving the  power  to  vote;  but  honourable 
members,  if  they  have  had  any  experience 
in  electioneering,  or  in  getting  up  petitions, 
well  know  how  easy  it  is  to  get  them  up.  I 
believe  there  are  thirty  thousand  signatures  in 
this  petition.  I  will  not  question  their  genu- 
ineness. I  will  simply  point  out  the  ease 
with  which  such  petitions  are  got  up.  I  have 
known  people  to  sign  petitions  without  read- 
ing them,  or  without  knowing  anything 
about  them  whatever ;  and  I  have  known  per- 
sons to  get  signatures  to  petitions  as  readily 
as  possible,  provided  there  was  nothing  to 
pay.  Possibly  the  means  which  are  generally 
adopted  to  obtain  signatures  have  been  over- 
looked in  the  case  of  this  petition.  It  has 
been  pointed  out  that  the  petition  has  grown 
from  year  to  year  until  it  has  reached  its  pre- 
sent dimensions;  but  it  is  necessary  to  look 
found  and  see  how  this  has  been  accom- 
plished. We  know  there  are  two  very  great 
-questions   a^tating  the  public  mind  at  the 


present  time.  One  of  these  is  the  prohibi- 
tion-of-liquor  question.  Now,  the  prohibition 
question  nas  been  taken  up  by  the  clergy,  by 
temperance  advocates,  and  by  ladies  with 
strong  minds  and  a  great  regard  for  woman's 
rights.  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  right,  to  a 
certain  extent,  in  endeavouring  to  reform  the 
liquor  traffic  in  this  colony.  I  think  we  could 
very  well  dispense  with  a  large  number  of 
tbe  houses  in  which  liquor  is  retailed  in  the 
colony ;  but  I  think  it  will  be  of  no  avail  for 
the  Government  to  bring  in  or  attempt  to  pass 
any  reasonable,  fair,  and  moderate  Licensing 
Bill  for  this  colony  if  the  woman's  franchise 
is  given.  I  believe  the  women  will  assuredly 
vote  for  prohibition  pure  and  simple.  Be- 
gardless  of  the  risk  to  the  financial  stability 
of  the  colony,  they,  I  believe,  would  be  pre- 
pared to  confiscate  the  property  of  the  people 
who  own  the  buildings  in  which  the  liquor 
traffic  is  carried  on,  and  thereby  bring  those 
people  to  utter  ruin,  and  do  such  damage  to 
the  colony  at  large  as  will  take  years  to  rectify. 
Now,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  expensive 
buildings,  costing  from  £10,000  to  £20,000, 
have  been  erected  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
comfortable  accommodation  for  travellers,  and 
for  those  who  have  not  houses  of  their  own. 
Those  houses  have  been  erected  with  the 
sanction  and  approval  of  the  State,  and  the 
plans  of  these  houses  were  submitted  to  and 
approved  of  by  the  Licensing  Committees 
before  they  were  erected.  Is  it  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  these  houses,  costing  such  large 
sums  of  money,  should  be  simply  licensed  for 
the  short  term  of  one  year  ?  I  think  no  such 
thing  as  that  was  ever  intended.  So  long  as 
the  licensees  conform  to  the  licensing  -  law 
they  have  a  right  to  a  renewal.  Now,  it  has 
been  stated  by  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  in  favour  of  giving  women  the 
franchise  that  it  will  be  simply  duplicating  the 
voting-power.  I  am  inclined  to  differ  some- 
what from  that,  because  I  believe  it  will  give  a 
much  more  extensive  power  to  the  male  voter 
than  honourable  members  seem  to  think.  The 
**  one  man  one  vote"  is  a  Liberal  measure ;  but 
if  we  pass  this  Bill  "  the  one  man  one  vote  " 
will  be  virtually  abolished,  because,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  the  family  will  vote  with  the 
father,  and  thereby  give  him  an  unfair  pre- 
ponderance over  the  single  voter.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  will  be  discussions  and  con- 
tentions amongst  the  family,  with  the  result 
that  the  domestic  peace  will  be  jeopardized. 
But  those  who  have  children,  and  who  are  not 
in  easy  circumstances  themselves,  will  have  to 
send  their  children  out  to  service,  and  they 
may  have  to  go  to  shops,  or  to  domestic  service 
in  other  towns.  Who  will  exert  the  influence 
then  ?  The  master  or  mistress,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  an  election,  will  be  very  pleasant, 
and  carefully  point  out  to  the  girls  the  direc- 
tion their  votes  should  take;  and  they  will 
thereby  be  able  to  monopolize  the  votes  of  the 
servants  who  are  in  their  employ.  But  the 
greatest  objection  I  have  to  the  women's  fran- 
chise is  on  account  of  the  injury  it  may  do 
to  future  legislation,  and  to  the  measures  that 
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are  in  existence  at  present.  I  refer  more  par- 
ticalarly  to  the  education  question.  I  do  not 
believe  a  better  Act  was  ever  passed  in  any 
country  than  our  Education  Act.  Honour- 
able gentlemen  are  aware  that  our  present 
system  of  education  has  been  attacked  from  time 
to  time  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  There  are  a 
large  section  of  colonists  who  desire  to  obtain 
assistance  for  denominational  schools,  and  they 
have  tried  from  time  to  time  to  obtain  that 
concession,  but  without  avail.  They  have 
even  gone  the  length  of  coercion.  I  remem- 
ber when  a  Bill,  known  as  **  Pyke's  Bill, "  was 
introduced  into  the  House,  all  those  who 
voted  against  that  measure  were  placarded  in 
"  perpetual  memory  " ;  and  I  do  not  think  they 
would  receive  many  votes  from  this  secti6n 
of  the  community  after  recording  their  votes 
against  that  Bill.  Now,  seeing  that  there  is 
such  a  determination  to  break  down  this  sys- 
tem, I  think  that  we  ought  to  be  careful  that 
we  do  not  enable  the  women  of  the  colony  to 
assist  in  upsetting  it.  There  is  also  the  Bible- 
reading -in -schools  proposal,  agitated  for  by 
Presbyteriajis  and  others.  They  want  to 
make  that  a  compulsory  matter.  One  party 
wajits  compulsory  religious  instruction  in 
these  schools,  while  the  other  insists  upon 
monetary  aid  to  private  schools ;  and  if  these 
two  parties  were  to  get  what  they  require,  the 
system  and  the  quality  of  education  would 
speedily  suffer.  And  this  is  where  conten- 
tion will  arise.  In  the  majority  of  families 
there  is  peace  and  harmony,  and  sons  and 
daughters  dutifully  accept  advice  from  their 
parents.  Immediately  the  clergy  leave  their 
high  and  S8bcred  position  to  take  part  in  poli- 
tics, and  set  themselves  to  induce  children 
to  vote  upon  certain  questions  in  opposition 
to  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  their  parents,  dis- 
cord will  begin.  I  think  this  is  one  question 
that  should  make  us  consider  carefully  whether 
or  not  we  should  extend  the  franchise  to 
women.  Now,  these  matters  I  have  mentioned 
will  cause  strife  in  communities,  and  I  feel 
satisfied  there  are  thousands  and  thousands  of 
women  at  the  present  day  in  New  Zealand 
who  would  prefer  peace  in  the  household  to 
the  franchise.  If  we  introduce  strife,  by  confer- 
ring this  franchise,  Good-bye  to  all  thoughts 
of  comfortable  homes.  I  object  to  give  the 
ladies  the  franchise  through  a  consideration  of 
kindness  for  themselves.  There  has  been  a 
great  deal  of  talk  by  members  of  this  Council 
about  their  fitness  and  unfitness  for  the  re- 
sponsibility connected  with  the  franchise,  and 
several  honourable  gentlemen  tried  to  prove 
they  were  qualified.  Well,  no  member  of  this 
Council,  to  my  mind,  tried  to  show  that  they 
were  not.  I  believe  that  the  women  are,  men- 
tally, as  capable  of  exercising  the  higher 
rights,  and  performing  the  higher  duties,  as 
the  men.  I  believe  that,  in  their  sphere,  in  the 
position  they  have  occupied,  and  the  position 
in  which  they  now  stand,  they  are  more  valu- 
able to  the  community  than  if  they  were  made 
not  only  voters  but  legislators.  Is  there  any- 
thing more  beautiful  to  contemplate  than  a 
-woman  in  her  home  surrounded  by  her  family, 
Eon.  Mr.  Kerr 


devoting  her  time  to  the  performance  of  acts  of 
benevolence,  relieving  the  sick  and  distressed, 
assisting  benevolent  institutions,  and  gene- 
rally performing  the  duties  that  really  lie  in 
the  path  of  woman?  The  Hon.  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery told  us  yesterday  what  the  women 
were  doing  in  Chicago  in  efiecting  reforms  in 
regard  to  the  management  of  the  lunatic 
asylums  and  benevolent  institutions.  Are  our 
women  prevented  from  doing  anything  like 
that,  or  doing  good  work  in  the  same  direction? 
The  people  of  this  colony  owe  a  deep  debt  of 
gratitude  to  the  women  for  the  example  they 
have  shown  in  relieving  the  distressed,  and  also 
in  helping  our  many  public  charities.  Sir, 
I  think  that  most  people  find  pleasure  in  the 
remembrance  of  happy  days  spent  in  well- 
ordered  homes.  They  remember  with  grati- 
tude the  good  and  kind  counsel  given  by  their 
parents,  and  recognize  the  efforts  made  by  them 
to  instruct  their  children  in  their  moral  and 
social  duties.  Who  can  foretell  the  effect  of 
introducing  politics  into  a  well-ordered  house- 
hold ?  Bums,  the  national  poet  of  Scotland^ 
in  describing  rural  life  in  '*  The  Cottar's  Satur- 
day Night,"  says, — 

From  scenes    like    these    auld  Scotia's  grandeur 

spring,— 
That  makes  her  loved  at  home,  revered  abroad. 

Now,  Scotland  is  not  the  only  country  noted 
for  its  scenes  of  domestic  felicity.  New  Zea- 
land follows  in  the  same  good  path,  and  I  hope 
that  our  social  system  will  not  be  upset  by  thiB 
piece  of  experimental  and  mischievous  legis- 
lation. By  maintaining  and  extending  our 
educational  system,  and  by  a  wise  and  con- 
siderate reform  of  our  licensing-laws,  we  shall 
do  more  solid  good  for  this  colony  than  by 
giving  the  franchise  to  the  women.  I  have  said 
before  that  it  is  a  small  minority  of  ladies  who 
wish  to  have  the  franchise.  The  question  is 
principally  stirred  up  by  those  persons  who  are 
professional  and  generally  well-paid  agitators 
upon  this  question  and  that  of  prohibition.  I 
think  I  have  nothing  further  to  say,  but  that 
I  hope  this  Bill  will  be  so  amended  in  Com- 
mittee that  we  shall  be  spared  the  degradation 
of  seeing  the  women  of  the  colony  participate, 
as  they  will  if  they  receive  the  franchise,,  in 
the  turmoil  and  trouble  of  electioneering.  If 
the  minority  of  women  who  really  wish  for  the 
franchise  succeed  by  their  agitation  in  dragging 
the  women  of  New  Zealand  into  the  political 
arena  they  will  have  done  irreparable  injury 
to  the  colony.  Those  women  who  so  far  forget 
themselves  as  to  take  an  active  part  in  political 
warfare  will  have  to  listen  to  language  which 
is  not  tolerated  in  respectable  company  ;  and  I 
would  advise  those  Isiidies  who  wish  to  have  so 
pernicious  a  privilege  to  reconsider  the  matter^ 
to  be  satisfied  with  their  homes  and  home 
duties,  to  do  what  good  they  can  to  the  bene- 
volent institutions  of  this  colony,  and  leave  to 
the  men,  who  are  of  stouter  fibre,  the  joy,  the 
strife,  and  the  excitement  of  political  combat. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.  — Shr,  a  very 
great  deal  of  what  I  had  intended  to  say  on 
this  question  has  been  said  by  other  membezs 
of  this  Council.    I  wish  to  state  that  I  am 
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in  favour  of  the  franchise  being  extended  to 
women  for  two  reasons.  Those  two  reasons 
are  taken  from  a  little  pamphlet  sent  to  me 
by  the  Woman's  Franchise  League  of  Auck- 
land. They  give  sixteen  reasons,  but  I  shall 
content  myself  with  giving  two.  The  first  is, 
'*  Because  it  is  the  foundation  of  all  political 
liberty  that  those  who  obey  the  law  should  be 
able  to  have  a  voice  in  choosing  those  who 
make  the  law  " ;  and  the  second  is,  *'  Because  it 
is  just."  One  or  two  points  touched  by  previous 
n>eakers  render  a  reply  necessary.  One  would 
think,  from  what  has  been  said,  that  this  ques- 
tion of  woman  suffrage  is  of  recent  origin.  It 
is  nothing  of  the  sort.  It  came  before  the 
countzy  at  almost  identically  the  same  time 
as  Thomas  Paine  brought  out  his  "  Rights  of 
Man  ";  and  I  do  not  find  that  the  political  en- 
franchisement of  woman  is  at  all  a  modem 
proposal,  for  Marion  Willis  published  a  vindi- 
cation of  the  rights  of  women  as  far  back  as 
1792.  Then,  we  have  gloomy  prognostica- 
tions coming  from  various  speakers  as  to  what 
the  efiect  of  the  granting  of  the  franchise  to 
women  will  be.  As  the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery 
pointed  out,  there  has  never  yet  been  any 
great  reform  brought  forward  but  the  most 
gloomy  forebodings  had  been  uttered  concern- 
ing it.  Kven  the  great  Iron  Duke,  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  when  the  Beform  Bill  was  brought 
forward  at  Home,  ventured  to  prophesy  that 
the  great  -Empire  of  Britain  would  collapse 
altogether.  Has  that  occurred?  All  reasoning 
men  will  come  to  this  conclusion :  that  the 
reforms  granted  to  the  people  under  the  most 
gloomy  forebodings,  and  under  peculiar  con- 
ditions, have  been  to  the  advantage  of  the 
British  Empire  in  every  way.  My  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Walker  made  one  remark— I  regret 
to  see  that  he  is  not  in  his  place — in  regard 
to  women  taking  up  the  position  of  book-can- 
vassers, and  said  they  are  generally  referred  to 
as  "book-fiends."  I  regret  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  used  that  remark,  as  it  was  not  at 
all  necessary  under  the  circumstances.  If  he 
were  aware  what  is  the  dire  necessity  that 
drives  women  to  become  "  book-fiends,"  and  to 
go  forward  into  the  world  to  take  their  share  of 
essentially  honest  labour,  I  do  not  think  he 
would  have  used  the  remark  in  the  sense  he 
did  on  that  occasion.  Woman  has  every  right 
to  enter  every  field  and  avenue  whereby  she 
can  gain  an  honest  living.  That  right  ought 
not  to  be  denied  to  her  by  any  man.  As  other 
speakers  referred  to  women-workers  in  uncom- 
plimentary terms,  I  should  like  to  give  to  the 
Council  the  remarks  made  by  one  of  the  most 
eminent  historians  of  the  present  day — Justin 
McCarthy.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  quote 
Mr.  McCarthy,  the  present  leader  of  the  Irish 
party  in  the  House  of  Commons,  because  it 
has  been  my  experience,  unfortunately,  that 
those  of  the  Irish  people  with  whom  I  come 
most  in  contact  are  opposed  to  female  suffrage. 
Mr.  McCarthy,  in  one  of  the  cleverest  papers  I 
have  yet  seen  in  connection  with  this  ques- 
tion, midces  some  very  pertinent  remarks.  The 
word-painting  he  indulges  in  is  so  clever,  and  it 
is  aucn  an  honest  picture  of  a  working-woman, 


that  I  will  not  risk  spoiling  it  by  adding  any 
words  of  my  own.    He  says, — 

"  The  same  will  be  found  true  of  the  work- 
ing-women. Not  long  ago  I  was  at  a  meeting 
in  Princes'  Hall,  Piccadilly,  presided  over  by 
Lord  Dunraven.  It  was  called  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  to  bring  about  some  better  conditions 
of  labour  for  the  poor  working- women  in  the 
East  End  of  London.  Many  men  made  good 
speeches — peers,  and  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  clergymen.  There  was  even  a 
bishop  there — all  endowed  with  special  gifts  of 
eloquence.  But  the  speech  which  interested 
me  most  was  made  by  a  working-woman.  It 
was  not  merely  because  she  understood  the 
practical  question  better  than  we  did ;  it  was 
not  because — like  the  waitress  whom  Disraeli 
describes  in  his  *Coningsby,'  through  the 
mouth  of  his  Sidonia — she  was  *  mistress  of 
her  subject.'  Her  expert  knowledge,  of  course, 
counted  for  a  great  deal.  But,  beyond  this, 
there  was,  to  my  mind,  a.  remarkable  capacity 
in  her  for  taking  at  once  a  broad  and  practical 
view  of  any  subject;  for  recognising  the  in- 
evitable necessity  of  compromise;  for  accept- 
ing the  conditions  under  which  reform  of  any 
kind  has  to  be  made ;  for  admitting  limita- 
tions. Besides  all  this,  there  was  a  certain 
composure  about  her;  a  certain  dignity  of 
manner.  She  was  neither  obtrusive  nor  diffi- 
dent. She  seemed  to  say,  in  effect,  'You 
must  take  me  as  I  am ;  I  don't  pretend  to  be 
a  lady  in  the  conventional  sense  of  the  word, 
and  I  don't  pretend  to  be  a  good  speaker,  but  I 
have  something  to  say,  and  I  want  to  say  it. 
I  am  not  anxious  to  make  a  speech,  but  I 
have  something  to  say  to  you  which  ought  to 
be  said.' " 

I  think  that  is  a  proper  and  a  practical  way 
of  putting  it  on  behalf  of  the  working-women. 
I  say  that,  as  far  as  the  arguments  have  gone 
in  this  Council — and  it  has  been  ably  debated, 
in  my  opinion,  and  I  have  listened  with  very 
great  pleasure  indeed  to  this  debate — it  has 
been  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  I  have  had 
since  coming  to  Wellingbon  to  listen  to  the 
speech  of  my  honourable  friend  Dr.  Pollen, 
whom  I  might  term  the  Rupert  of  debate. 
I  say.  Sir,  that  many  of  the  arguments  used 
in  this  Council  against  women's  suffrage  are, 
under  the  condition  of  things  existing  at  pre- 
sent,— I  hardly  like  to  use  the  term, — nonsen- 
sical. A  condition  of  things  has  arisen  in  the 
world  within  the  last  fifty  years  that  has  altered 
all.  And  this  new  era  must  in  some  way  go 
forward,  to  enable  woman  to  take  her  position 
and  to  become  what  she  should  be  in  the  world 
— one  of  its  brightest  ornaments.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Stewart's  speech  referred  to  the  position 
of  the  new  members  of  this  Council  in  regard 
to  this  question.  I  feel  very  strongly  upon  this 
matter.  I  believe  that  the  existence  of  this 
Council  will  be  justified  to  the  people  outside 
if  we  carry  this  measure  of  woman's  suffrage. 
I  believe  that  will  be  the  logical  conclusion  come 
to  outside ;  and  I  do  not  say  it  with  any  vain 
threat  that  if  this  reform  is  not  granted  a  feel- 
ing will  arise  in  the  country  against  this  Coun- 
cil which  would  not  be  a  correct  one,  or  one 
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that  might  place  members  of  the  Council,  per- 
haps, in  a  peculiar  position.  Again,  an  argu- 
ment has  been  used  that  this  question  had 
never  been  before  the  country.  It  is  an  absurd 
one.  It  has  been  before  the  country  for  fully 
fifteen  years.  The  Bill  has  been  sent  up  from 
another  place — I  believe  that  is  the  correct  way 
of  referring  to  the  representative  Chamber — on 
three  or  four  different  occasions.  Was  not  the 
late  head  of  the  Government,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ballance,  strongly  in  favour  of  the  proposal? 
I  know  that  in  a  conversation  I  had  with  him 
some  eighteen  months  ago  he  expressed  the 
very  strongest  feelings  in  regard  to  this  mea- 
sure, and  hoped  it  would  become  law  soon. 
Sir  George  Grey,  Sir  William  Fox,  and  Sir 
John  Hall  have  favoured  the  suffrage  being 
extended  to  women,  showing  that  the  leaders 
on  both  sides  concur  in  the,  proposal.  Have 
not  all  the  leading  newspapers  in  this  colony 
written  in  favour  of  the  enfranchisement 
of  woman?  And  ^.t  the  last  election  the 
question  was  put  to  almost  every  candidate 
who  stood  upon  the  public  platform.  There 
were  large  majorities  in  the  other  place  in 
favour  of  the  measure ;  and,  if  by  any  means 
this  clause  should  be  rejected,  I  shall  be 
anxious  to  know  what  the  feeling  outside  will 
be.  It  has  been  urged  that  we  should  reject 
the  women's  franchise  because  its  operation 
would  unsex  woman.  Good  gracious  !  Could 
a  more  unmitigated  piece  of  *' buncombe"  be 
uttered — that  the  effect  of  this  measure  would 
be  to  "  unsex  "  women  ?  It  is  altogether  an 
expression  that  should  not  have  been  used.  I 
have  read  Ovid's  "  Metamorphoses,"  but  do  not 
believe  what  is  stated  therein.  Some  reference 
has  been  made  as  to  the  stage  that  the  women's 
suffrage  movement  has  arrived  at.  Wyoming 
has  been  frequently  mentioned,  also  the  Isle  of 
Man.  I  have  an  extract  here  which  shows 
how  the  elections  are  conducted  in  the  Isle  of 
Man,  and  I  think  it  will  be  worth  while  to 
place  that  paper  before  the  Council.  The  ex- 
tract is  from  Stanton's  work  on  "  The  Woman 
Question  in  Europe"  : — 

"  After  a  spirited  contest  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  Manx  Legislature  in  the  year 
1880,  the  Representative  Chamber,  the  House 
of  Keys,  prevailed  on  the  Upper  Chamber  to 
consent  to  the  enfranchisement  of  women 
owners  of  real  estate  of  the  annual  value  of  £4 
and  upwards.  Women  occupiers  and  lodgers 
are  still  excluded;  but  the  feeling  in  the  House 
of  Keys  was  so  strong  in  favour  of  giving 
women  some  share  of  representation  that  they 
at  la.st  consented,  as  a  compromise,  to  accept  the 
limited  measure  of  enfranchisement  which  was 
offered  by  the  other  House.  The  Bill  received 
the  Boyal  assent  in  1881,  and  the  first  election 
in  which  women  took  part  was  held  imme- 
diately afterwards.  The  women  showed  the 
most  marked  appreciation  of  their  new  privi- 
lege by  polling  in  large  numbers,  and  the 
universal  opinion  in  the  island  seems  to  have 
been  expressed  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
was  returned,  namely,  *  That  the  new  political 
element   had  acted  in    the    most   admirable 
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I  think  that  will  prove  to  honourable  gentle- 
men that  the  women  are  really  capable  of 
exercising  the  voting-power  in  a  sensible  and 
capable  manner.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery 
referred  to  an  article  in  Harper*s  Monthly,  I 
would  advise  every  member  of  this  Council 
to  get  that  magazine  and  to  read  that  article 
himself.  It  is  really  a  remarkable  article  from 
this  point  of  view:  that  it  shows  to  what  extent 
intelligent  women  can  go  in  the  way  of  reform- 
ing a  city,  in  whatever  way  you  like  to  take  it. 
One  public  business  in  which  they  took  part, 
and  probably  the  most  interesting,  was  the  man- 
agement of  municipal  affairs  in  Chicago.  We 
find  that  a  great  difficulty  arose  there  owing 
to  the  Councillors  of  the  city  not  being  able 
to  settle  a  trouble  that  had  arisen  through  an 
accumulation  of  garbage,  and  the  women  were 
called  in  to  take  the  matter  in  hand.  I  will 
give  the  result  in  the  writer's  own  words,  to 
show  how  they  got  over  the  difficulty.  If  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  interested  in 
the  management  of  this  City  of  Wellington 
will  read  this  account,  they  will  find  that  the 
women  of  Chicago  took  a  practical  view  of  a 
very  difficult  question,  and  settled  it  when  the 
men  were  completely  dumbfoundered.  The 
extract  is  as  follows  : — 

**  One  of  the  new  undertakings  of  the  Chicago 
women  is  the  task  set  for  itself  by  the  Muni- 
cipal Reform  League.  A  mass  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Music  Hall,  Judge  Gresham  presid- 
ing. Among  the  speakers  were  the  Mayor,  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  and  the  Health 
Commissioners.  A  clergyman  arraigned  them 
as  responsible  for  the  sorry  state  of  the  streets, 
and  was  followed  by  two  lady  speakers.  The 
result  of  the  meeting  wsa  the  formation  of  a 
society,  officered  by  women.  The  work  per- 
formed is  all  in  the  direction  of  forcing  the 
public  officials  to  do  their  duty.  Miss  Sweet, 
who  was  elected  president  of  the  society,  knows 
what  every  contractor  is  doing,  as  well  as  who 
is  negligent  and  who  is  faithful.  She  insists 
that  the  plan  adopted  by  her  society,  if  par- 
sued,  will  transform  Chicago  into  the  model 
city  of  the  world  so  far  as  public  tidiness  is 
concerned.  The  reforms  will  not  stop  until 
they  have  destroyed  the  entire  contract  sys- 
tem. An  amazing  and  disheartening  discovery 
attended  the  beginning  of  this  undertaking. 
The  garbage  of  the  ci^  was  supposed  to  be 
burned  as  it  accumulated:  instead,  it  was 
being  dumped  in  a  circle  of  hillocks  around 
the  outskirts  of  the  town.  A  plan  for  dispos- 
ing of  it  by  fire  had  failed,  and  the  offioisds  sat 
hopelessly  down  and  gave  up  the  job.  The 
women  took  up  the  task,  and  last  year  three 
methods  were  undergoing  trial,  and  169  tons 
a  day  were  being  burned.  That  mere  incident 
in  the  history  of  this  movement  for  clean 
streets  is  a  grand  return  for  the  investment  of 
interest  in  the  project  which  the  public  has 
made." 

That  will  prove,  I  think,  that  the  women  are 
capable  of  taking  part  in  the  consideration  of 
a  matter  of  such  a  nature  as  that :  and  it  is  a 
very  important  matter,  too,  in  my  opinion — the 
wo^  of  looking  after  the  sanitaiy  conditioxi  of 
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a  city.  They  have  the  same  epidemics  to  en- 
coonter  as  the  men  have,  and  they  are  quite 
within  their  rights  in  having  a  voice  in  looking 
after  the  sanitary  conditions  of  a  city.  The 
Hon.  Dr.  Grace  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen 
seemed  to  be  considerably  exercised  about 
what  efiect  the  coming  into  politics  would  have 
upon  women.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  told  us  he 
would  like  to  have  woman  on  such  a  high  pin- 
nacle that  nothing  at  all  could  touch  her: 
is  practically  what  his  assertion  amounted  to. 
That  is  all  very  well  in  theory;  but  when 
we  come  down  to  every-day  life,  when  we  know 
the  women  have  to  submit  to  a  great  deal  of 
the  hardships  and  a  great  many  of  the  incon- 
veniences the  men  suffer,  I  say  it  is  only  right 
and  fair  that  they  should  have  a  voice  in  the 
government  of  the  country.  Other  speakers 
referred  very  pointedly  to  the  influence  woman 
already  has  in  regard  to  politics.  I  should  like 
to  ask  those  honourable  gentlemen  what  that 
influence  is — whether  it  is  a  legitimate  influ- 
ence or  an  illegitimate  influence.  My  honour- 
able friend  who  comes  from  New  Plymouth, 
Mr.  Kelly,  will  pardon  me  for  just  drawing  his 
attention  to  one  little  point.  I  would  ask 
him  this :  Whether  the  two  women  who  are  on 
the  Taranaki  Education  Board  have  not  proved 
of  great  use  and  rendered  valuable  assistance 
in  the  counsels  of  that  body.  I  am  using  this 
as  an  argument  that  the  women  have  shown 
capability,  wisdom,  and  good  sense  in  the 
part  they  have  taken  in  the  administration  of 
educational  matters ;  and  this  fact  proves  they 
are  quite  capable  of  merely  dropping  a  paper 
into  the  ballot-box.  Taking  the  varied  and 
prominent  positions  that  they  do  in  public  and 
private  life,  I  say  they  have  shown  that  capacity 
which  entitles  them  to  the  exercise  of  the  fran- 
chise. And  honourable  members  will  talk 
about  the  helpless  condition  of  women  I  It 
appears  to  me  the  pen  must  be  dipped  in  the 
rainbow  and  dried  by  the  dust  from  a  but- 
terfly's wings  when  woman  is  the  theme  with 
some  honourable  gentlemen.  They  will  not 
come  down  to  life  as  it  is  with  the  majority 
of  women  in  the  world.  During  the  Maori  War 
here,  many  women  were  left  widows  with 
families;  and  on  whom  was  devolved  the  re- 
sponsibility of  bringing  up  those  families,  and 
bringing  them  up  so  well  that  some  of  them 
ooccupy  high  positions  in  New  Zealand  at  the 
present  time?  The  whole  responsibility  was 
left  on  the  woman,  and  she  dioi  her  duty  well 
and  nobly.  I  think  the  time  has  come  when 
she  should  be  taken  into  the  counsels  of  men, 
and  I  believe  her  influence  in  those  counsels 
will  be  of  the  best  character.  It  is  stated  out- 
side that  there  is  a  feeling  of  wavering,  a  feeling 
of  doubt  prevalent  amongst  some  members  of 
the  Council.  I  sav  to  those  honourable  mem- 
bers who  are  in  doubt  and  wavering  on  the  point, 
settle  the  question  at  once  in  your  own  minds, 
and  you  will  never  regret  bestowing  the  sufibrage 
on  woman.  Let  members  toe  the  mark  in  re- 
.gard  to  this  question  now,  and  not  shelve  it 
for  another  year,  as,  I  believe,  will  be  the 
effect  of  the  notice  of  motion  given  by  the 
Hon*  Mr.  Kelly.    Let  there  be  no  further  pUqr- 


ing  with  this  question.  We  have  come  here 
with  a  specific  object,  and  that  object  should  be 
carried  out.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  our  duty  to 
accept  the  Electoral  Bill  precisely  as  it  comes 
up  from  the  representatives  of  the  other  Cham- 
ber, with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  minor 
amendments,  similar  to  the  one  which  I  in- 
tend to  move  in  Committee,  that  the  hours  of 
polling  should  be  extended  to  seven  o'clock. 
I  have  little  more  to  say  beyond  this :  that  if 
we  pass  this  Bill,  and  if«  as  has  been  asserted 
during  this  debate,  many  women  do  not  want 
it,  they  have  a  very  easy  way  of  getting  over 
the  difficulty.  They  can  appeal  to  the  other 
House  or  to  this  Council  to  repeal  the  Act,  and 
the  question  can  be  very  easily  settled.  But, 
I  say,  let  us  endeavour  to  carry  out  the  wishes 
of  the  people  by  giving  this  right.  Let  there 
be  no  more  croaking  and  forebodings  as  to  what 
is  goiug  to  take  place,  as  has  been  the  case  in 
the  past.  There  will  always  be  such  fore- 
bodings ;  and  I  say,  Away  with  them  I  I  shall 
conclude  my  remarks  with  one  or  two  verses 
by  one  of  the  greatest  poets,  to  my  mind,  that 
ever  put  pen  to  paper — I  refer  to  the  Grerman 
poet,  Goethe.    He  says, — 

The  fntnre  hides  in  It 

Gladness  and  sorrow : 

We  press  still  thorow ; 
Naught  that  abides  in  it. 

Daunting  us— onward  1 

While  earnest  then  gazest, 
Gomes  boding  of  terror. 
Gome  phantasm  and  error, 

Perplexing  the  bravest 
with  doubt  and  misgiving. 

But  heard  are  the  voices. 
Heard  are  the  sages, 
The  works  and  the  ages : 
**  Choose  well  1    Tour  choice  is 
Brief,  and  yet  endless." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG.— Sir,  it  will  be  within 
the  memory  of  honourable  gentlemen  that  I 
said  something  upon  the  question  of  the 
women's  franchise  some  time  ago.  I  wish  to 
explain  the  position  I  took  up  then,  so  that  I 
shall  not  be  charged  with  inconsistency  in 
what  I  am  about  to  say  to-night.  I  then  said 
that,  arguing  from  the  proposition  that  every 
person  born  into  the  world  had  a  right  to 
live,  and  as  the  laws  we  live  under  deter- 
mine how  all  shall  live,  it  is  right  that  all 
should  have  a  voice  in  the  making  of  those 
laws.  That  is  the  position  I  took  up  then,  and 
I  say  so  still.  But,  in  considering  a  question 
of  this  kind,  there  is  another  phase  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  that  is  the  question  of 
expediency.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt  spoke  rather 
slightingly,  to  my  mind,  in  regard  to  expedi- 
ency. He  spoke  of  side-issues,  and  one  thing 
and  another;  but  I  can  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  this  is  the  age  of  expediency  and 
expedients,  and  for  the  same  reason  that  a 
man  puts  a  patch  on  his  trousers,  —  because 
he  cannot  make  a  new  garment  out  of  an  old 
one.  I  may  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
also  that  when  he  comes  to  consider  the 
measures  which  are  to  be  brought  before  U8 
during  this  session  he  will  see  that  this 
phase  of  the  question  must  always  be  taken 
into  consideration.    The  honourable  gentlemaa 
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said  that  in  arguing  a  question  of  this  kind  'we 
should  start  from  logical  premisses.  I  quite 
agree  with  him  there,  and  I  think  he  must 
agree  with  me  when  I  say  if  those  premisses 
are  unsound  the  reasoning  from  them  falls  to 
the  ground.  The  honourable  gentleman  told  us 
that  men  have  votes  because  they  pay  taxes, 
and  that  as  women  pay  taxes  they  should  have 
the  same  privilege.  I  say  that  men  have  not 
gos  votes  because  they  pay  taxes ;  and  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  i^ll  take  the  trouble  to 
look  at  the  Bill  which  we  are  considering  he 
will  find  there  that  provision  is  made  for 
paupers  having  votes.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man, therefore,  to  make  his  position  logically 
sound,  should  have  shown  that  paupers  were 
paying  taxes.  As  he  neglected  to  do  so,  I  say 
that  is  no  logical  argument  at  all.  Then,  he 
referred  to  Queen  Elizabeth  and  George  lY., 
and  he  quoted  Thackeray  to  show  what  George 
IV.  was — a  tailor's  dunMny,  or  something  like 
that.  I  do  not  know  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  trying  to  show  by  this.  If  he 
wished  to  show  that  Elizabeth  was  a  better 
Queen  than  George  IV.  was  a  King  there  might 
have  been  something  in  it.  But  what  then  ? 
How  does  that  affect  the  question  under  con> 
sideration?  He  quoted  Thackeray.  I  am  about 
to  quote  another  authority  and  a  more  modem 
one.  I  am  going  to  quote  from  the  "  History 
of  England  "  by  J.  B.  Green,  M.A.,  Examiner 
in  the  School  of  Modem  History  at  Oxford. 
Speaking  of  Elizabeth,  he  says,  **It  was  an 
age  of  political  lying;  but,  in  the  profusion 
and  recklessness  of  her  lies,  Elizabeth  stood 
without  a  peer  in  Christendom."  I  do  not 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  has  read  that 
history.  On  the  last  occasion  I  said  I  hoped 
that  when  this  question  came  before  us  it 
would  be  brought  down  in  a  separate  measure. 
I  feel  disappointed  that  this  was  not  done.  I 
may  say  I  object  altogether  to  the  way  in 
which  the  Government  have  endeavoured  to 
smuggle  this  question  through.  I  say  they  have 
taken  an  unfair  advantage  of  us  in  endeavour- 
ing to  force  this  provision  upon  us  by  bringing 
it  in  in  the  way  they  have  done.  The  reel 
position  is  this:  There  are  provisions  in  this 
Bill  we  all  approve  of,  and  should  like  to  see 
become  law,  and  they  know  it;  and,  Imow- 
ing  that,  they  have  inserted  this  female 
franchise,  in  the  hope  that  sooner  than  kill 
the  Bill  we  will  pass  the  whole  of  it,  when 
this  provision  that  I  speak  of  overshadows  all 
the  others  so  far  as  importance  is  concerned 
and  the  results  that  may  follow  from  passing 
it.  I  have  another  objection  to  this  woman's 
su£frage.  I  say  it  never  has  been  before  the 
country  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Jenkinson  seemed  quite  indifferent  in  that 
respect.  They  do  not  care  whether  it  has  been 
before  the  country  or  not — they  do  not  care  a 
bit— and  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Jenkinson 
took  up  what,  I  may  say,  is  a  very  peculiar 
position  in  regard  to  this.  He  said  it  was  the 
duty  of  this  Council  to  lead  the  country,  and  if 
we  referred  this  question  back  to  the  consti- 
tuencies we  should  be  virtually  admitting  we 
Hon,  Mr,  Rigg 


were  not  capable  of  discharging  the  duties  we 
have  been  sent  here  to  perform.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Montgomery  quoted  English  precedents  to 
show  that  certain  measures  had  been  passed 
without  being  put  before  the  country.  If  there 
is  anything  I  aspire  to  be  considered  it  is  a 
democrat,  and  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  democracy  that  the  people 
shall  rule — ^that  the  majority  shall  rule ;  and  it 
sounds  like  heresy  to  me  to  hear  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  advancing  such  opinions  as 
those.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson  told  us  that 
Mr.  Gladstone  said  it  is  the  place  of  a  statesman 
to  lead  the  country.  I  do  not  know  what  he 
mecknt  us  to  infer  from  that.  All  I  can  say  is  that 
I  admire  the  honourable  gentleman's  modesty. 
Then,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Jennings,  who  followed  on  the  same  line,  told 
us  that  this  question  had  been  before  the 
country  at  the  last  election.  I  am  surprised  to 
hear  this.  The  question  before  the  country  at 
the  last  general  election — ^the  vital  question — 
was  the  question  of  capital  and  labour.  That 
w£bs  the  question.  The  whole  thing  arose  out 
of  the  maritime  strike.  Feeling  ran  very  high 
on  both  sides  throughout  the  colony  ;  and  the 
result  of  the  election  was  the  return  of  a  large 
number  of  men  from  the  labour  ranks — ^from 
the  workshops.  That  was  £he  question,  the 
whole  question,  and  nothing  but  the  question*. 
The  result  proves  that  it  was  so.  To  say  that 
woman's  franchise  has  been  before  the  country 
is  simply  to  say  that  it  has  been  in  the  same 
position  as  the  single- tax  question.  Has  that 
not  been  before  the  country  ?  Are  honourable 
gentlemen  in  ten  minutes  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  "  single  tax,"  and  Bible-reading  in  schools, 
and  elective  Governors,  and  a  few  more  of 
those  questions  that  are  put  to  candidates 
when  they  are  on  the  platform?  I  hope  this 
question  may  yet  be  referred  to  the  constitu- 
encies. I  cannot  see  that  there  will  be  any 
harm  from  delay.  I  do  not  know  why  there  is 
any  reason  for  urgency.  I  know  of  no  burning 
question  that  is  before  this  progressive  country 
at  the  present  time  that  csoinot  be  decided  by 
men.  And  see  how  illogical  they  are.  They 
will  give  the  ladies  the  vote,  but  they  will  not 
give  them  the  corollary,  a  seat  in  the  House. 
I  had  expected  to  hear  some  logic  from  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Bolt  on  that  point. 
But  let  us  look  at  one  or  two  reasons  that  have 
been  advanced.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery 
says  it  is  in  advance  of  public  opinion  ths^ 
women  should  have  a  seat  in  Parliament.  I 
say  the  whole  question  is  in  advance  of  public 
opinion,  and  if  we  are  to  be  guided  by  publio 
opinion  we  ought  to  strike  out  these  clauses 
altogether.  I  take  it,  he  means  by  this  that 
we  should  proceed  cautiously.  If  he  means 
that,  why  not  allow  women  to  exercise  the  vote 
at  by-elections,'  and  by  that  means  eduoate 
them  up  to  it?  The  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  also 
spoke  with  regard  to  this  question ;  but  really 
the  reasons  he  put  forward  were  so  weak  that 
I  must  apologize  to  the  Council  for  troubling 
it  with  them.  He  said,  "  If  you  give  women  a 
seat  in  the  House,  you  will  also  have  to  give 
seats  to  Civil  servants  and  olergymen.'*    It  has 


Digitized  by 


Google 


■3 


Electoral  BUI. 


[COUNCIL.] 


Electoral  BiU. 


299 


always  been  an  enigma  to  me  why  Civil 
servants  should  not  have  a  seat  in  this  Gounoil. 
I  cannot  imderstand  why  they  should  be  six 
months  ont  of  the  Civil  Service  before  they  can 
take  a  seat  in  the  Legislature ;  and  I  think  the 
sooner  this  disability  is  done  away  with  the 
better.  As  to  clergymen,  what  objection  is 
there  to  their  having  a  seat  in  the  House  ? 
An  Hon.  Membbb. — They  can  have  a  seat. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.  — The  Hon.  Mr. 
Stewart  says  they  cannot.  I  am  simply  show- 
iDg  the  weakness  of  his  argument,  and  I  have 
already  apologized  to  the  Council  for  troubling 
it  with  his  arguments.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver 
said  the  recbson  why  it  was  not  proposed  to 
give  women  the  seat  was  that  they  did  not  ask 
for  it. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— No. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.— I  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  say  they  did  not  ask 
for  it.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  is  pre- 
pared to  give  everybody  everything  that  is 
asked  for,  then  I  have  nothing  further  to  say  to 
him  in  that  respect.  Most  of  the  arguments 
brought  forward  in  support  of  the  female  fran- 
chise were  reaUy  out  of  place  altogether.    They 

I       would' be  more  in  place  were  the  speakers  pro- 

i  posing  or  repljring  to  the  toast  of  *  *  The  Ladies ' ' : 
expressions  of  admitation  were  used  with  regard 

I  to  the  ladies,  such  as  you  would  expect  to  hear 
when  a  toast  is  being  replied  to;  but  when 
we  are  discussing  an  important  question  like 

'  this  —  of  so  much  importemce  that  we  do 
not  know  ourselves  the  extent  of  it — to  speak 
in  that  strain  is,  I  think,  a  mistake.  I 
think  we  should  have  a  little  more  argu- 
ment and  a  little  less  sentiment.  What  is 
the  argument,  summed  up?  It  really  comes 
to  this :  The  Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson  says,  "  If  it 
IS  just  at  all  that  they  should  have  it,  it  is  just 
at  present";  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  says, 
**  Let  justice  be  done."  These  are  very  fine  sen- 
timents, but  they  might  have  given  the  whole 
quotation — "  Let  justice  be  done  though  the 
heavens  fall."  That  was  really  the  position 
they  took  up ;  and  we  have  only  this  satisfac- 
tion: If  the  heavens  fall  they  will  not  have 
the  opportunity  of  regretting  their  action. 
Then,  Sir,  we  heard  something  about  chivalry. 
I  suppose  it  was  the  chivalry  of  the  Middle 
Ages  which  was  alluded  to,  when  men  used 
to  ride  forth  and  fight  to  the  death  simply 
because  one  man  said  his  lady  was  more 
beautiful  and  more  virtuous  than  another  lady, 
when  probably  both  were  beautiful  and  both 
were  virtuous.  Is  that  the  chivalry  they 
were  talking  about  ?  I  should  have  liked  to 
hear  a  little  more  on  that  point.  But  I  say 
there  is  another  kind  of  chivalry,  and  that 
is,  to  defend  the  weak  and  helpless,  to  stand 
fortii  in  defence  of  truth  and  justice,  to  con- 
demn the  wrong  and  to  defend  the  right; 
and  I  say  that  feeling,  that  spirit  of  chivalry, 
bums  as  brightly  in  the  breasts  of  men  to-day 
as  it  did  in  the  Middle  Ages,  and  bums  as 
.brightly  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  oppose  this 
female  franohise  as  in  the  breasts  of  those 
who  support  it.  It  is  because  they  have  that 
spirit  tb^  do  not  like  to  see  woman  degraded 


— they  do  not  want  to  see  her  unsexed.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Jennings  says  it  is  all  nonsense  to 
speak  about  woman  being  unsexed,  but  I  say  it 
is  possible  to  unsex  woman  by  giving  her  the 
franchise.  Sir,  as  those  honourable  gentlemen 
have  given  their  opinion  of  woman,  I  may  be 
peirdoned  if  I  give  mine.  I  yield  to  no  man 
m  admiration  of  and  respect  for  woman.  I 
consider  that  woman  is  a  combination  of  the 
excellences,  with  just  a  few  faults  that  make 
her  simply  charming.  And  what  do  they  want 
to  do  with  her?  They  want  to  make  her  a 
female  man;  and  yet  they  say  they  will  not 
unsex  her.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  read  a  mani- 
festo from  the  Governor  of  Wyoming.  This 
manifesto  showed  that  crime  has  decreased  and 
there  has  been  less  poverty  since  the  woman's 
franchise  has  come  into  force  there.  It  is  very 
satisfactory  indeed  to  know  that  this  has  oc- 
curred since  they  have  had  woman's  franchise 
there.  There  are  many  things  I  could  speak 
of  to  the*  Council  which  have  occurred  since 
the  deluge,  but  if  I  wanted  to  draw  any  con- 
clusion from  that  I  should  show  the  connection 
between  the  two.  So  far  as  I  heard,  that  mani- 
festo did  not  say  that  was  the  result  of  women 
having  the  franchise.  It  said,  since  they  had 
the  franchise ;  and  it  is  very  possible  there 
have  been  other  conditions,  and  other  circum- 
stances, which  have  led  to  that  prosperity,  and 
the  very  pleasing  state  of  affairs  that  exists 
there.  But,  supposing  that  woman's  franchise 
has  been  a  success  in  the  State  of  Wyoming,  and 
that  the  Governor  of  the  State  approves  of  it, 
what  has  that  to  do  with  New  Zealand  ?  What 
has  it  got  to  do  with  us  ?  Conditions  must  be 
taken  into  consideration.  The  people  in  Utah 
have  polygamy,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
elders  there  are  very  well  pleased  with  poly- 
gamy, where  they  have  three  wives  to  hoe 
their  potatoes  and  plant  their  cabbages ;  but  is 
that  any  reason  why  we  should  have  it  here  ? 
None  whatever.  And  then  the  simplicity  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  1  He  says  if  women  get 
the  franchise  they  are  only  required  to  go 
periodically  to  the  poll.  Well,  Sir,  that  sur- 
prised me.  What  about  the  committee  meet- 
ings ?  When  men  are  standing  for  Parliament, 
and  standing  in  an  interest  that  the  women 
approve  of,  will  not  the  women  be  on  the  com- 
mittees ?  I  should  smile.  And  will  they  not 
attend  public  meetings  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — They  do  that  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.  — Yes,  they  do  that 
now ;  and  how  do  they  behave  when  they  get 
there  ?  I  propose  to  tell  the  Council  how  they 
behave  when  they  get  there.  I  remember  that 
at  the  last  general  election  in  this  City  of 
Wellington  an  attempt  was  made — I  am  sorry 
to  say,  successfully — to  prevent  a  candidate 
from  addressing  the  people  of  this  city.  An 
organized  gang  there  interrupted  the  speaker, 
and  would  not  allow  him  to  proceed.  By- 
and-by  partisans  took  it  up,  and  they  howled 
at  one  another  from  one  side  to  the  other, 
and  the  women  howled  amongst  the  loudest. 
And  who  swung  their  shawls  round  their  heads 
and  cheered  also  ?  The  women.  That  shows 
what  women  will  do  under  the  infiuence  of 
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a  little  excitement.  It  is  quite  possible  that, 
that  being  so,  if  they  get  this  vote  they  will 
go  to  the  meetings  and  go  electioneering,  and 
we  shall  have  a  very  undesirable  class  of  men 
sent  to  the  House.  We  shall  have  that  sort  of 
men  who  have  come  round  this  colony  from 
time  to  time,  and  created  a  lot  of  excitement 
among  the  women,  and  in  whom  the  women 
believe:  I  refer  to  such  men  as  Glampett.  I 
believe  at  election-times  they  will  readily  re- 
turn men  of  that  sort  to  the  House,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  a  very  great  pity  indeed. 
What  do  women  want  to  vote  for?  That  is 
what  I  ask.  What  advantages  do  men  possess 
that  women  do  not  possess  ?  I  know  of  none. 
I  propose  to  show  where  women  have  a  few 
advantages  which  men  have  not.  Acccording 
to  the  law  as  it  stemds  at  present,  a  woman 
can  leave  her  husbcmd  and  go  away  and 
live  where  she  likes,  and  there  is  no  power 
in  the  land  to  bring  her  back;  but,  if  the 
husband  does  such  a  thing,  what  happens? 
The  strong  arm  of  the  law  stretches  out  and 
brings  him  back  like  a  lamb  to  the  fold — or  a 
sheep  to  the  slaughter.  Then,  a  woman  can 
hold  property  in  her  own  right ;  yet  by  her  ex- 
travagance she  may  ruin  her  husband.  Then, 
the  hours  of  labour  of  women  are  limited,  but 
I  know  of  no  law  in  the  colony  that  limits  the 
hours  of  men.  Then,  she  is  not  required  to 
serve  on  juries  and  thus  lose  about  7s.  a  day. 
Neither  can  she  be  sworn  in  as  a  special  con- 
stable. Now,  I  ask,  if  women  have  all  these 
advantages,  why  do  they  want  the  vote  ?  The 
vote  is  only  a  means  towards  an  end.  4?hey 
have  got  all  they  want  and  ask  for.  Would 
they  take  the  trouble  to  go  to  the  poll  simply  to 
record  a  vote  and  lose  time  by  going  there  if 
they  have  got  all  they  want  without  it?  I  shall 
not  say  any  more  on  this  subject  now,  but  I 
now  come  to  this  point — namely,  the  posi- 
tion of  the  recent  additions  to  the  Council.  I 
was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  the  remarks 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart.  If  members  added 
to  this  Council  were  to  oome  here  pledged 
to  support  every  measure  brought  forward  by 
the  Government,  what  would  be  the  position  ? 
It  would  be  that  you  would  have  men  sworn 
to  support  the  Government  in  everything  they 
took  up — right  or  wrong :  men  who  were  bribed 
by  being  offered  a  position.  Supposing  you 
go  to  any  man  and  say,  '*  Here  are  five  dif- 
ferent questions  :  I  want  to  ask  you  if  you  can 
conscientiously  support  every  one  of  these." 
He  might  reply  that  there  were  four  which  he 
could  support  conscientiously,  but  he  could  not 
support  the  fifth.  Then  they  might  go  to  an- 
other man  who  would  support  three  and  be 
against  the  other  two  ;  and  another  man  might 
only  be  in  favour  of  one,  though  he  might  be  a 
very  useful  and  capable  man.  It  will  be  seen, 
therefore,  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
for  a  man  coming  here  to  retain  his  integrity 
and  yet  vote  for  every  measure  brought  forward 
by  the  Government.  Then,  what  do  the  words 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  convey?  That  we 
are  going  to  reject  this  Electoral  Bill.  I  do 
not  know  how  other  honourable  members  feel 
upon  this  question,  but  I  say  nothing  is  fuxlJiei 
Hon.  Mr.  Bigg 


from  my  mind  than  to  reject  the  Bill;  bat  I 
intend  to  improve  it  as  much  as  I  possibly  can, 
and  I  think  the  best  way  I  can  help  to  improve 
it  is  by  excising  the  clause  giving  the  franchise 
to  women.  I  have  no  wish  to  reject  the  Go- 
vernment measure,  but  I  think  I  shall  be  best 
serving  the  interests  of  the  country  by  rejecting 
the  woman's  franchise.  Something  has  been 
said  about  the  probable  effect  upon  parties. 
I  do  not  think,  myself,  that  parties  would  be 
much  affected  by  the  change;  but  one  of  the 
questions  we  have  for  some  time  past  been 
endeavouring  to  solve  is  what  is  termed  the 
social  problem,  and  we  have  been  going  in  that 
direction  as  rapidly  as  we  can  with  safety.  I 
should  not  like  to  see  any  action  taken  that 
might  mar  our  efforts  and  throw  us  back  a 
number  of  yecurs;  and  that  is  another  reason 
why  I  object  to  this  woman's  franchise.  I 
think,  myself,  it  is  just  possible  that,  be- 
cause we  have  introduced  a  certain  measure 
which  has  been  a  success,  our  inclination 
may  lead  us  to  inmiediately  "go  one  better," 
and  follow  it  up  regardless  of  consequences. 
It  takes  us  all  our  time  as  men  to  restrain 
ourselves ;  and  what  might  be  the  resnlt 
with  women,  who,  as  I  have  said,  are  sub- 
ject to  excitement?  I  feel  that  the  women 
might,  under  the  inflnenctf  of  excitement,  pos- 
sibly return  to  the  House  most  undesirable 
persons,  who  might  go  a  little  faster  thsdi 
other  men  would  be  inclined  to  go  under 
ordinary  circimistances.  Therefore  I  would 
say  to  the  working-men  of  this  colony,  As 
things  are  going  now  they  are  going  very  satis- 
factorily. The  stage  we  have  arrived  at  is  a 
very  satisfactory  one,  and  we  should  not  take 
any  hasty  action  that  would  be  likely  to  dis- 
turb that,  and  bring  about  a  downfall.  Then, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  said  that  woman  has 
other  spheres  than  her  domestic  sphere.  I 
dare  say  she  has,  but  I  think  she  has  only 
one  proper  sphere,  and  that  is  home.  I  can 
quite  understand,  if  we  were  not  to  improve  at 
all,  if  the  competitive  system  were  still  to  go 
on  amongst  the  wage-earners,  and  if  things 
were  to  be  conducted  as  we  see  now — little 
boys  and  girls  fighting  together  in  the  streets 
in  their  efforts  to  sell  a  person  a  newspaper — 
that  women  should  be  allowed  to  vote,  and 
that  they  should  have  seats  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. I  can  even  conceive  that  under  thoae 
circumstances,  instead  of  having  such  parties 
as  we  term  them, — the  Liberal  and  Conserva- 
tive parties, — we  might  have  a  party  of  men 
on  the  one  side,  and  women  on  the  other, 
fighting  against  each  other  in  their  separate 
interests.  On  the  other  hand,  I  can  imagine 
a  better  state  of  civilisation,  in  which  all  who 
are  willing  to  work  shall  have  work,  and  shall 
not  work  for  a  mere  pittance,  but  shall  be 
given  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  enjoy  the 
luxuries  and  pleasures  of  life,  and  to  provide 
for  their  old  age,  and  to  enable  young  men  to 
many  and  have  families,  and  keep  those  fami- 
lies: not  as  now,  when  we  find  men  walking 
about  the  streets  because  they  are  unable  to 
get  bread,  dependent  upon  what  their  children 
oan  do  for  bare  existence.    I  can  imAgi^^  |^ 
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lUte  of  ciTiIisation  in  which  women  woald  not 
want  to  vote,  and  a  great  many  men  would  not 
wank  to  yote ;  when  the  making  of  laws  and 
gifing  of  just  judgments  might  be  left  to  the 
iHse  men  of  the  community  as  it  was  in 
the  Old  England  of  the  fifth  century.  I  now 
oome  to  the  question  of  the  responsibility 
that  rests  upon  us.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Walker 
was  most  impressive  in  this  respect,  and  I 
entirely  agree  with  every  word  he  said.  It  is 
impossible  that  we  can  overrate  the  reponsi- 
bility  that  is  placed  upon  us  at  the  present 
time.  To  pass  this  measure  now,  and  at- 
tempt to  bring  it  into  force  at  the  next  election, 
is  a  very  great  step  to  take.  Whatever  the 
rights  and  [wrongs  of  the  question  may  be,  it 
must  be  dear  that  an  attempt  to  put  a  large 
number  of  women — one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand — on  the  rolls  in  two  months  must 
lead  to  confusion,  and  I  would  ask  honourable 
members  to  consider  what  might  follow, — what 
consequences  might  arise  from  this  innova- 
tion. What  will  be  the  effect  upon  the  minds 
of  our  English  creditors  when  they  come  to 
know  what  we  have  done — when  they  read  the 
debate  that  has  taken  place  in  this  Council, 
and  recognise  that  this  question  has  never 
been  before  the  country  in  a  proper  form ; 
when  they  recognise  that  it  has  been  brought 
forward  by  an  energetic  and  earnest  man,  and 
that  it  has  been  taken  up  by  certain  religious 
sects  and  temperance  bodies,  and  that  the 
people  have  never  spoken  their  mind  upon  it  ? 
They  will  say  that  they  cannot  tell  the  day  or 
the  hour  when  we  may  in  the  same  revolu- 
tionazy  manner  bring  into  force  here  other 
measures  which  mav  be  as  disastrous  as  it  is 
possible  for  this  to  be.  I  refer  to  the  single- 
tax,  which  means  confiscation,  and  I  have 
given  it  a  little  study.  I  have  never  met  a 
consistent  single-tazer  who  would  deny  that. 
If  that  were  attempted  to  be  brought  into  force 
in  the  manner  this  is,  there  would  be  a  howl 
from  one  end  of  New  Zealand  to  the  other; 
but  because  the  franchise  has  been  taken  up 
and  introduced  by  an  energetic  and  earnest 
gentleman,  and  because  he  is  prepared  to  give 
the  women  a  vote  without  a  seat,  it  has  gone 
much  further  than  it  would  otherwise  have 
gone.  Had  it  come  before  us  in  any  other  way 
I  feel  quite  certain  what  the  result  would  have 
been.     I  said  on  the  last  occasion  that  the 

Juestion  should  go  before  the  constituents,  and 
say  so  now.  It  should  be  placed  before  the 
ooontry,  and  introduced  into  the  Legislature 
in  a  proper  form,  and  then,  if  it  is  the  will  of 
the  majority  that  it  should  become  law,  I  shall 
bow  to  the  decision  of  the  people  and  accept 
the  inevitable. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  am  not  going 
to  Inflict  a  long  speech  on  honourable  members 
at  this  late  hour.  I  am  not  going  to  take  them 
to  Wyoming  to  see  th?  great  spectacle  of  what 
the  ladies  have  done  for  that  country.  Neither 
am  I  going  to  refer  to  other  parts  of  the  world, 
as  has  been  done  by  other  honourable  members 
this  afternoon.  There  has  been  a  sort  of  scold- 
ing tone  throughout  this  debate  this  afternoon, 
ao  that  I  began  to  think  that  things  must  be 


in  a  bad  way,  and  that  the  supporters  of  this 
measure  were  going  to  lose  it.  I  was  very  glad 
that  my  honourable  friend  Dr.  Pollen,  whom 
every  one  delights  to  hear  speak,  took  the 
debate  out  of  the  scolding  state  and  raised  it 
above  that.  With  regard  to  the  speeches  deli- 
vered by  some  honourable  members,  they  would 
have  been  very  nice  after-dinner  speeches 
when  proposing  the  toast  of  **The  Ladies"; 
but  I  am  not  going  to  follow  their  example. 
I  am  what  has  been  described  as  one  of  those 
unreasonable  men  who  are  not  going  to  vote 
for  this  Bill  on  the  present  occasion;  and, 
Sir,  notwithstanding  eJl  that  has  been  said 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  I  say  that  no  one 
in  this  Council  is  justified  in  voting  for  it  on 
the  eve  of  an  election.  The  last  days  of 
Parliament  are  not  the  time  to  pass  such  a 
measure  as  this.  I  am  quite  sure  that  no  man, 
whoever  he  may  be,  could  have  any  idea  of 
what  the  effect  of  this  Bill  would  be  until  it 
was  brought  into  operation.  I  noticed  with  re- 
gret the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart 
regarding  the  attitude  of  some  of  the  new 
members  on  this  question.  I  say  it  is  a  credit 
to  any  Government  to  have  put  men  into  this 
Council  and  not  to  have  bound  them  to  vote 
in  any  particular  direction,  but  to  have  left 
them  to  their  own  free-will.  There  must  have 
been  something  in  the  previous  conduct  of 
members  that  they  should  be  exalted  into 
this  Council  without  any  demand  being  made 
upon  them  to  vote  for  a  particular  measure. 
When  those  honourable  gentlemen  oome  here 
and  see  how  Bills  are  dealt  with,  how  they 
go  before  Committees,  how  they  are  investi- 
gated—when they  see  that  measures  are  dealt 
with  on  their  merits  here,  apart  from  party 
considerations — there  may  be  party  Bills  and 
some  feeling  may  be  got  up  over  them — they 
will  realise  how  little  party  influences  the  busi- 
ness in  this  Council.  They  will  see  that  when 
Bills  come  to  this  Chamber  they  are  carefully 
dealt  with,  and  sent  back  to  the  other  place  a 
much  greater  credit  to  the  Legislature  than 
they  were  when  they  came  here.  In  the  other 
place  it  is  very  much  as  Lord  Palmerston  said : 
"  1  do  not  care  for  the  man  who  supports  me 
when  I  am  right ;  what  I  want  is  the  man  who 
supports  me  when  I  am  wrong."  Those  honour- 
able members  will  see  that  when  there  has 
been  a  clause  forced  into  a  Bill  by  a  party 
vote  the  Bill  comes  here  and  is  investigated 
and  the  matter  put  right,  and  it  goes  back  to 
the  other  place  a  much  more  perfect  measure. 
So  that,  if  the  Government  had  pledged  those 
honourable  gentlemen  to  support  everything 
that  they  did,  what  should  we  think  of  men 
who  would  agree  to  come  here  on  such  terms  ? 
Depend  upon  it,  a  pledge  of  that  sort  never 
comes  to  any  good.  Now,  a  great  deal  has 
been  said  about  this  question  having  been  be- 
fore the  constituencies.  Well,  that  is  the  very 
thing  I  object  to— the  way  in  which  a  great 
question  like  this  has  been  brought  into  pro- 
minence. A  candidate  on  the  hustings  is  asked 
if  he  is  in  favour  of  woman's  suffrage.  "Oht 
yes,'*  he  says,  in  the  belief  that  there  are  plenty 
of  people  against  the  granting  of  it  to  insure  its 
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•defeat ;  but  when  he  comes  here  he  finds  this 
measure  is  brought  forward,  and  he  finds  it 
necessary  to  adhere  to  his  promise.  That 
is  not  the  way  to  bring  into  prominence  a 
great  question  like  this.  No  doubt  it  has 
been  before  the  country  for  years;  but,  as 
-one  honourable  gentleman  said,  so  has  the 
single  tax :  it  has  never  been  brought  be- 
fore the  county  yet  as  the  principal  question 
at  the  time  of  the  general  election.  Let  it 
go  to  a  general  election  and  let  us  have  the 
voice  of  the  people  upon  it.  I  for  one  will 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  any  great  reform  so 
long  as  the  people  have  an  opportunity  of 
deciding  whether  they  want  it  or  not,  and 
pronounce  upon  it  with  no  uncertain  sound. 
Now  as  to  what  the  Government  has  done  in 
taking  it  up.  They  see  a  mattei  being  pro- 
moted, they  see  it  becoming  popular,  and,  of 
course,  they  want  to  "  go  one  better " ;  and 
they  take  up  the  question.  It  is  like  a  wave 
of  feeling  coming  along  and  carrying  the  people 
with  it,  when  those  who  show  themselves  ready 
to  give  practical  shape  to  it  get  great  credit  for 
doing  so.  But  we  have,  known  questions  to 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  electors,  and 
afterwards  take  a  contrary  turn ;  and  what  is 
this  Council  for  ?  It  is  here  to  prevent  hasty 
legislation,  and  to  insure  its  being  submitted 
to  the  country;  and  that  is  the  course  I  ad- 
vocate on  the  present  occasion.  Now,  it  is  said 
that  women  who  enter  into  politics  will  neglect 
their  own  household,  and  no  doubt  honourable 
members  have  seen  among  their  friends  the  case 
of  a  mother  of  a  family  who  goes  to  meetings 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics — if  they 
search  into  the  working  of  that  family  circle 
they  will  have  seen  that  family  subjected  to 
neglect.  Sir,  I  am  going  to  endeavour  to  stop 
the  franchise,  but,  should  it  become  law,  I  can 
see  the  difiGiculty  the  passing  of  it  will  create,  so 
near  a  general  election.  I  think,  myself,  it  is 
not  in  woman's  own  interest,  and  that  she  will 
be  far  better  off  without  the  vote.  I  have  been 
asked,  myself,  when  on  the  hustings,  whether 
I  was  in  favour  of  woman's  franchise,  and  my 
direct  answer  has  been  always  No,  and  still  I 
was  always  elected.  I  never  beat  about  the 
bush ;  but  if  I  find  that  it  is  the  will  of  the 
country  that  this  franchise  should  be  given  to 
women  then  you  will  not  find  me  standing 
in  the  way.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  said 
about  women  having  seats  in  the  House.  It 
has  been  said  that,  if  you  are  going  to  give 
them  the  vote,  they  have  a  right  to  a  seat  in 
Parliament ;  and  for  my  own  part  I  see  no 
reason  why  women  should  not  have  a  seat  in 
the  House  if  they  are  given  the  vote.  There 
is  now,  however,  this  great  question :  We  all 
know  that  the  stability  of  the  country  depends 
upon  the  careful  nursing  of  its  finances.  What 
has  brought  about  all  this  trouble  in  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  ?  Has  it  not  been  the  Govern- 
ment finance  ?  The  whole  of  the  trouble  has 
arisen  through  their  bad  management  of 
finance.  And  so  will  trouble  arise  in  this  or 
any  country  when  the  Government  neglect  to 
keep  their  revenue  equal  to  their  expenditure. 
'The  women  support  the  prohibitionists;  they 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean 


would  abolish  the  liquor  traffic.  Well,  in  thai 
they  have  my  sympathy,  and,  indeed,  I  have 
done  a  great  deal  to  help  them.  But  I  would 
draw  the  line  at  a  certain  point.  Have  they 
ever  considered,  when  they  are  talking  aboat 
the  abolition  of  the  liquor  traffic,  the  amounfe 
of  revenue  they  are  bound  to  give  up,  and  how 
they  are  to  replace  it  ?  I  am  quite  sure  not 
one  woman  in  a  thousand  ever  gave  it  a  thought. 
I  said  when  I  rose,  Sir,  that  I  was  not  going 
to  say  much  on  this  question.  I  now  uzjge 
the  Council  to  do  its  duty,  on  the  eve  of  a 
general  election,  by  sending  the  question  to  the 
country,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  get  the  opinion 
of  the  people  upon  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.—  Since  this  BiU 
was  introduced  last  session  certain  alterations 
have  taken  place  in  the  mind  of  Ministers  or 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  with  re- 
gard to  the  provisions  it  is  desirable  to  incor- 
porate in  the  Electoral  Act.  There  are  two  or 
three  of  them  that  appear  to  me  to  be  of  im- 
portance, but  I  do  not  intend  to  spend  much 
time  on  that  part  of  the  subject.  I  would 
merely  refer  to  provisions  in  clause  13,  under 
which  are  imposed  heavy  penalties  upon  any 
one  who  may  be  so  unfortunately  situated  that 
his  name  appears  on  more  than  one  roll  at 
one  time.  I  think  it  should  be  more  the  duty 
of  the  public  officers  to  remove  those  names 
from  the  roll,  rather  than  that  a  person  who 
is  considered  to  be  "a  free  and  independent 
elector,"  should  be  charged  with  such  a  heavy 
responsibility,  and  placed  under  such  a  heavy 
penalty.  Such  provisions  appear  to  me  to  be 
entirely  at  variance  with  the  view  that  the 
electoral  franchise  is  a  right.  Still  more  do  I 
object  to  another  provision  later  on  in  the  Bill, 
where  persons  who  are  prevented  by  either 
absence,  accident,  or  sicloiess  from  voting — ^I 
may  say,  the  halt,  the  maimed,  and  the  sick 
— are  to  be  struck  off  the  roll  should  they 
not  have  exercised  their  vote  at  the  last  elec- 
tion. Then  in  the  face  of  such  a  proposal  I 
hear  my  honourable  friends  all  round  me  talk- 
ing about  the  electoral  franchise  as  "  a  right.** 
Provisions  of  this  sort  have  received  the  name 
of  purifications  of  the  roll.  I  submit  it  would 
be  far  better,  and  it  would  not  be  difficult,  to 
devise  some  better  means  than  this  for  the 
purification  of  the  rolls.  I  am  not  going  any 
further  into  this  question  at  present.  The  dis- 
cussion in  general  has  been  a  most  interest- 
ing one.  My  contribution  to  it  will  be  very 
small,  and  such  as  it  is  it  will  be  simply  to  take 
the  opportunity  of  placing  before  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  are  new  to  this  Conncil 
the  reasons  that  actuated  us  last  year,  and  the 
steps  taken  by  the  Council  with  regard  to  the 
electoral  rights  of  women.  Before  going  into 
this :  I  think  the  discussion  has  been  most  in- 
teresting ;  at  all  events,  it  appeared  so  to  me 
in  some  respects ;  and,  hi  listening  to  the  re- 
marks of  honourable  members,  one  fact  came 
under  my  notice  which  I  wish  to  mention.  My 
honourable  friend  Dr.  Pollen  has  expressed  his 
profound  and  entire  belief  in  the  insincerity  of 
the  Government  were  regard  to  this  measure. 
An  honourable  member  who  has  just  spoken — 
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the  Hon.  Mr.  Bigg— has  inlormed  ub  that  the 
Govermnent  were  absolutely  sincere,  so  much 
so  that  they  have  aotoally  incorporated  in  the 
Bill  the  women's  franchise  for  Uie  purpose  of 
enabling  the  rest  of  the  Bill  to  be  carried.  Sir, 
the  electoral-right  system  for  women  was  intro- 
duced at  my  instigation  into  the  Electoral 
Bill  of  last  year,  and  it  led  to  a  lengthy  dis- 
cussion and  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
two  Chambers.  For  my  action  the  reason  was 
as  follows :  It  became  perfectly  clear  to  me  that 
there  would  be  a  practical  inequality  in  the 
exercise  of  the  vote  between  those  women  who 
possessed  the  franchise  in  the  towns  and  suburbs 
and  those  who  possessed  it  in  the  country.  I 
am  not  much  given,  in  public  affairs  and  on 
matters  of  legislation,  to  allow  mere  questions 
of  sentiment  to  come  in.  One  ounce  of  prac- 
tice is  worth  all  the  sentiment  that  we  are 
likely  to  meet  with.  I  submit,  as  I  submitted 
then,  that  there  is  no  practiced  equality.  The 
whole  question  was  most  fully  discussed  at  the 
Conference.  I  might  say  that  many  attempts 
were  made,  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  and  others, 
at  that  Conference  to  arrive  at  a  settlement ; 
and  they  will  agree  with  mo  in  saying  that  a 
more  futile  attempt  to  answer  the  argument  of 
practical  inequality  could  not  possibly  be  con- 
ceived than  was  made  by  those  who  opposed 
the  issue  of  the  electoral  rights  on  that  occa- 
sion. Amongst  other  things,  I  urged  t^at  the 
conditions  attending  the  use  of  the  woman's 
vote  in  the  country  were  essentially  impossible 
conditions.  We  have  settlers  in  the  country 
districts  whose  wives  would  be  absolutely  un- 
able to  go  to  a  poll,  and  I  may  say  that  I  was 
informed  by  the  other  side,  representing  the 
House,  that  a  neighbour  .would  always  take 
charge  of  the  children.  I  might  say  tiiat  the 
neighbour  would  be  going  to  the  poll  too,  and 
in  order  to  carry  out  this  proposal  there  would 
have  to  be  something  like  a  baby-farm  for 
the  occasion.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  under- 
stand how  neighbours  could  attend  to  the 
children.  We  were  told  that  the  proper  way  to 
meet  the  case  would  be  to  establish  polling- 
places  at  every  distance  of  five  miles.  That 
was  in  compromise  of  the  matter,  but  it  was 
no  solution  of  the  practical  difficulty.  There 
were  a  number  of  other  attempts  to  come  to 
agreement,  but  they  all  failed.  It  was  urged 
that  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  interfere 
with  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot.  From  time  to 
time,  and  from  day  to  day,  we  were  met  with 
this  objection.  But  it  is  a  pure  myth,  and  no 
one  could  be  more  convinced  of  that  than  the 
Managers  on  the  other  side  themselves.  But 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  detain  the  Council  at 
any  length  with  reference  to  this  matter.  As 
regards  the  course  we  took  last  year,  I  am  not 
going  to  vote  on  any  occasion  for  this  franchise 
to  women  unless  this  practical  equality  is  given 
between  the  towns  and  the  country,  ijid  I 
say  at  once  that  nothing  will  ever  induce  me  to 
do  so,  because  I  feel  that  to  offer  the  women 
residing  in  the  country  this  pretended  privi- 
lege would  be  merely  throwing  in  their  faces 
a  mere  mockery.  Sir,  with  regard  to  the 
general   question,  I  would  say  that,  had  it 


not  been  for  this,  I  should  have  felt  myself 
able  to  give  my  support  to  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  woman's  franchise.  I  am  aware  that 
there  are  great  uncertainties  in  the  matter; 
there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  doubt  as  to 
how  it  would  work.  But  this  country  appears 
to  be  a  species  of  experimental  garden,  in 
which  everything  is  tried,  and  edl  manner 
of  new  devices  are  brought  into  play,  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind;  and  therefore  I  have  no 
doubt  at  all  that  this  franchise  will  be  carried 
through  shortly,  if  not  this  session.  Sir,  the 
great  mass  of  opinion  upon  this  question  can 
only  amount  to  mere  estimation — estimation 
of  possibilities  and  estimation  of  probabilities. 
It  IS  impossible  for  any  one  in  his  senses  to 
say  such-and-such  a  thing  is  certain  to  hap- 
pen. It  appears  to  me  that  almost  all  the 
views  taken  on  either  side  are  of  the  nature 
of  prophecies.  My  honourable  friend  on  the 
right  prophesied  the  utter  destruction  of  the 
liquor  traffic,  which,  perhaps,  would  be  an 
argument  in  favour  of  the  franchise.  Another 
argument  urged  has  been  that  it  will  lead 
to  the  disorganization  of  the  finances,  and  to 
the  utter  destruction  of  the  financial  position 
of  the  colony.  Well,  Sir,  all  these  are  pro- 
phecies, and,  as  I  have  not  the  gift  of  pro- 
Ehecy,  I  do  not  propose  to  offer  any  contri- 
ution  to  this  mass  of  predictions  which  have 
been  delivered.  But  it  seems  to  me  that,  on 
all  grounds  of  logical  deduction,  the  argument 
is  in  favour  of  woman  franchise.  The  argu- 
ments seem  to  be  practically  irresistible,  and, 
having  read  everything  at  my  disposal,  I 
cannot  make  out  that  there  is  a  logical  case 
against  it.  With  regard  to  this  question  of 
having  electonJ  rights,  if  that  had  been  done 
last  year  the  woman's  franchise  would  now  be 
in  force.  I  would  say  it  has  been  for  some 
years  a  matter  of  extreme  astonishment  to 
me  that  an  intelligent  people  should  not  take 
steps  to  improve  their  political  system,  so 
that  they  need  not  continue  the  barbarous 
practice  of  going  to  the  polls.  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of 
this  colony  will  yet  condemn  that  practice 
as  being  utterly  unreasonable  and  extremely 
inconvenient  and  behind  the  times.  I  live  in 
the  full  belief  that  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  my  hope  on  this  subject  will  be 
absolutely  realised. 

The  Hon.  Major  WAHAWAHA.— Sir,  I  want 
to  say  a  few  words  regarding  the  position  taken 
up  by  the  Natives  in  olden  times  in  respect  to 
this  matter— that  is,  with  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion held  by  women.  During  a  given  month  in 
each  year  the  Natives  used  to  assemble  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  certain  rites.  They  used  to 
sissemble  much  as  we  do  now  in  the  way  we 
hold  the  annual  sittings  of  Parliament.  I  will 
mention  some  of  the  ceremonies  performed  by 
them,  in  which  the  women  were  not  allowed 
to  join.  The  first  is  the  ceremony  performed 
when  making  war-canoes,  and  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  performed  by  men  before  going  to 
war,  when  they  invoked  the  gods  to  give  them 
courage  to  meet  their  enemies.  There  were 
also  ceremonies  performed  in  connection  with 
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the  building  of  carved  houses  and  carved  store- 
rooms, which  ornamental  buildings  they  erected 
as  sights  for  their  friends  and  for  strangers. 
They  also  held  ceremonies  when  building  their 
large  houses  for  holding  their  meetings  in,  and 
it  was  in  those  buildings  that  they  stored  away 
their  arms  and  weapons  of  warfare.  There 
were  also  ceremonies  performed  by  the  men 
in  connection  with  the  cultivation  of  land,  in 
order  that  they  might  insure  fruitful  returns. 
These  ceremonies  were  all  sacred,  and  always 
performed  solely  by  the  men.  The  women 
were  not  allowed  to  join  in  or  interfere  with 
these  ceremonies,  and  if  any  women  were  pre- 
sent they  were  not  allowed  to  interfere,  and  it 
was  taken  as  a  bad  omen  if  they  did  so.  I  will 
now  enumerate  some  of  the  duties  which 
women  were  required  to  perform.  First,  they 
had  to  prepare  garments  out  of  flax  for  their 
husbands  and  for  their  children.  They  also 
had  to  plait  the  different  sorts  of  mats,  and  the 
finer  kinds  of  mats  that  they  used  as  bedding. 
They  also  had  to  make  kits,  in  which  to  gather 
the  food  which  they  had  to  carry  to  their 
homes  to  feed  their  husbands  and  children. 
They  also  had  to  gather  herbs  for  food,  and 
break  up  firewood  and  carry  it  home.  None 
of  these  duties  that  they  had  to  perform  were 
considered  to  be  in  any  way  sacred.  This  was 
the  state  of  things  when  you  arrived  in  these 
Islands,  and  when  you  came  you  introduced 
Christianity,  and  even  then  we  saw  that  this 
same  rule  applied.  No  women  were  allowed 
to  preach.  There  were  no  women  ministers, 
neither  did  you  allow  them  to  appear  in  your 
assemblies.  It  is  only  within  the  last  few  years 
that  the  voices  of  fanatical  women  have  been 
heard  in  the  streets  of  Wellington  and  Gis- 
bome  and  other  places.  This  has  considerably 
puzzled  us.  We  do  not  know  whether  the  old 
rule  was  the  correct  one,  or  whether  this  is 
the  right  thing.  Now,  I  wonder  whether  the 
Maori  women  are  included  in  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  now  under  consideration.  Up  to 
the  present  time  we  do  not  know  whether  the 
Maori  women  wish  to  have  the  privilege  that  is 
proposed  to  be  given  in  this  Bill.  As  far  as  I 
am  aware,  there  have  been  no  petitions  from 
the  Maori  women  addressed  to  Parliament,  and 
no  members  of  Parliament  have  received  any 
letters  from  the  Maori  women  asking  to  be 
allowed  to  vote.  I  have  not  seen  any  petitions 
from  the  Maori  women  to  this  House,  such  as 
have  been  laid  upon  the  table  from  the  Euro- 
pean women,  and  as  the  one  that  is  standing 
up  yonder  now.  Every  law  that  I  have  yet 
seen  has  had  some  sting  contained  in  it,  and 
it  is  possible  that  if  the  Maori  women  are 
included  in  this  measure  some  burdens  may 
be  laid  upon  them  which  they  have  no  idea 
of  at  present.  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  at  any 
length  about  this  matter.  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  allowed  to  stand  over  until  next  year,  so 
that  we  may  hear  whether  these  women  wish 
to  have  this  privilege  or  not.  I  am  speaking, 
of  course,  more  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
Maori  women. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY.— Sir,  I  have  a  few 
words  to  say  upon  this  question;  but,  before 
Hon,  Major  Wahawaha 


I  enter  into  the  main  question,  I  must  reply 
to  a  few  remarks  made  by  a  member  of  this 
Council  as  to  the  conduct  of  new  members. 
I  refer  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart.  I  have 
known  that  gentleman  for  some  time,  and 
not  only  here,  but  in  another  place,  and  there 
was  no  greater  party-man,  I  suppose,  existing 
than  he  was.  He  was  always  ready,  at  his 
party's  call,  to  sacrifice  his  own  convictions 
and  devote  himself  to  party  duty.  He  assumes 
the  position  of  an  old  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil, and  he  takes  upon  himself  the  duty  of 
lecturing  the  new  members  as  to  what  thej 
should  do  on  a  question  of  constitutional  and 
party  government.  I  never  heard  that  he 
was  a  very  brilliant  authority  on  these  ques- 
tions himself.  I  think  my  colleagues  are  quite 
capable  themselves  of  expressing  an  opinion 
upon  this  question,  and  on  all  constitutional 
questions,  without  special  instructions  from 
the  other  side.  I  think,  therefore,  that  his 
remarks  were  altogether  out  of  place,  because 
when  we  first  took  up  our  position  in  this 
Council  we  were  received  with  a  very  great 
deal  of  kindness,  and  we  were  told  by  several 
honourable  gentlemen  that  such  a  thing  as 
party  never  influenced  members  in  this  Coun- 
cil. And  yet  we  find  honourable  members 
voting  as  party-men,  and  myself  and  those  who 
came  in  with  me  are  referred  to  as  party- 
men  by  this  member  of  the  Opposition.  I 
will  not  deal  any  more  with  this  question, 
because  it  has  nearly  all  been  disposed  of  by 
members  of  the  Council  who  have  preceded 
me.  As  to  this  general  question  of  enfranchis- 
ing women,  this  is  not  the  first  time  this 
matter  has  been  before  us.  I  myself  have 
very  strong  convlctipns  respecting  it.  I  will 
first  refer  to  the  aspect  of  it  from  a  consti- 
tutional point  of  view.  We  have  been  told. 
Sir,  that  the  Councillors  lately  appointed  most 
vote  for  this  measure,  because  it  is  a  party 
measure  brought  in  by  the  Government.  I 
think  I  am  prepared  to  show  that  it  has  not 
been  treated  in  that  sense  as  a  party  measure. 
It  is  a  measure  that  is  one  of  a  great  many 
other  measures  that  the  Government  wish  to 
pass.  It  is  one  of  those  open  questions  on 
which  members  of  a  party  can  reasonably  difier, 
and  is  in  no  sense  one  of  those  questions  on 
which  the  existence  of  a  Government  depends. 
This  question  of  the  admission  of  women  to 
the  franchise  was  first  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment  in  1891.  It  was  brought  in  then  by  a 
private  member  in  another  place,  but  was 
not  heard  of  except  as  a  theoretical  question 
till  that  period.  It  was  certainly  carried  in  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  on  division,  by  46  to 
21,  including  "pairs."  Its  next  appearance 
was  in  the  Electoral  Bill  brought  in  by  the 
Ballance  Government  in  1892,  and  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  who  will  read  the  debate 
on  that  occasion  will  find  that  it  was  intro- 
duced by  the  late  Premier  in  a  way  that  does 
not  signify  that  it  was  a  question  on  which 
the  party  were  called  upon  to  vote  at  all 
hazards.  The  late  Mr.  Ballance  devoted  a  few 
words  to  it  as  a  new  feature  which  had  been 
introduced,  and  hoped  it  would  be  carried; 
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•nd  he  also  admitted  that  if  women  were  en- 
titled to  vote  thej  were  also  logioallj  entitled 
to  seats  in  the  House.  The  next  stage  was  its 
introduction  this  year  hj  the  Premier  in  the 
Bill  now  before  the  Council,  and  he  said,  in  a 
few  words,  that  the  franchise  was  to  be  given 
to  women,  and  the  electoral  right  to  seamen 
—they  are  coupled  together  as  matters  of  no 
great  importance.  Then,  if  we  refer  to  the 
Governor's  Speech,  we  find  no  special  reference 
to  it.  The  Electoral  Bill  is  referred  to,  with- 
out any  reference  to  woman's  franchise,  and  it 
is  coupled  vnth  the  Resident  Magistrates'  and 
District  Ck)urts  Bills.  Therefore  we  see,  from 
all  those  statements,  that  it  never  assumed 
tiie  position  which  a  measure  should  assume 
that  is  urged  strongly  year  after  year  by  the 
countiy  on  this  Council.  Then,  I  would  state 
how,  in  my  opinion,  this  question  came  to 
such  prominence  lately  in  the  House.  It  has 
been  worked  up,  in  my  opinion,  entirely  by  the 
temperance  party.  I  think  it  has  come  to 
the  front  through  earnest  advocates  lecturing 
throughout  the  country  urging  temperance, 
and  coupling  with  it  woman's  franchise  for  the 

?urpose  of  carrying  the  temperance  question, 
think  that  is  the  way  it  has  come  to  the 
front,  and  members  in  another  place,  fearing, 
perhaps,  that  their  seats  were  in  danger,  took 
It  up,  without  that  thought  which  the  question 
was  entitled  to.  Now,  it  has  been  said  during 
the  debate  that  woman  has  a  right  to  this, 
logically.  Well,  perhaps  she  has;  I  do  not 
question  that  at  all.  But  this  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  logic;  it  is  a  question  of  feeling  and 
sentiment  entirely,  as  most  large  political  and 
religious  questions  are.  We  must  admit,  if  this 
question  of  the  women's  suffrage  is  essentially 
necessary,  that  man  in  the  past  has  been, 
politically  and  otherwise,  a  failure.  Now,  I  do 
not  think,  myself,  that  is  a  correct  conclusion ; 
and  I  think  any  person  who  will  reflect  upon 
what  man  has  done,  even  within  our  own  life- 
time, will  be  convinced  that  that  conclusion 
cannot  be  upheld.  I  will  just  enumerate  a 
lew  things  that  man  has  done  in  the  scientific 
and  material  world.  He  has  developed  steam- 
power,  introduced  lighting  by  gas,  telegraphy 
by  sea  and  land,  photography,  the  spectroscope, 
the  telephone  and  the  phonograph,  the  electric 
li^t  and  electric  motive -power.  Those  are 
only  a  few  of  the  things  he  has  done  during  the 
last  fifty  years.  Then,  again,  he  has  produced 
colours  and  essences  from  gas-tar,  discovered 
disease-germs,  and  by  the  application  of  the 
knowledge  thus  acquired  he  has  increased  the 
happiness  of  mankind.  In  the  political  world 
he  has  also  removed  religious  disabilities,  re- 
moved class  disabilities,  removed  woman's  dis- 
abilities in  many  directions,  provided  cheap 
food  for  the  people ;  introduced  vote  by  ballot, 
manhood  *  suffrage,  protection  of  women  and 
children,  protection  of  the  sick  and  destitute, 
free  education ;  promoted  temperance  and 
Christianity;  and  made  sincere  attempts  to 
«deal  with  the  question  of  poverty  amongst  the 
people.  To  say,  therefore,  that  man  has  been 
a  failure  politically  is,  to  my  mind,  to  say 
'whsA  is  dueotly  oontraiy  to  the  fact,  and  I 
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contend  that  there  is,  therefore,  no  necessity 
to  call  in  wise  woman  as  an  adviser.  Women, 
indeed,  should  be  proud  of  being  the  mothers 
of  men  who  have  done  such  things  for  the 
world.  If  this  great  work  is  not  progress  in  its 
true  sense,  then  I  do  not  know  what  progress  is. 
Now,  it  is  proposed  to  add  to  the  electoral  roll 
a  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  women,  who 
have  had  no  political  training.  It  must  be 
admitted  that  such  a  thing  as  this  constitutes 
a  great  revolution.  It  was  not  thus  that  man 
obtained  political  power;  he  had  a  period  of 
severe  probation,  and  gradually  acquired  the 
extended  franchise.  I  deny  entirely  that  the 
people  of  the  country  have  demanded  this  revo- 
lutionary change.  I  know,  speaking  for  my 
own  district,  the  question  is  sometimes  enter- 
tained in  a  jocular  manner  at  public  meetings. 
But  as  for  the  real  feeling  of  the  pubUo — 
men  and  women— I  say  not  one-fourth  of  them 
desire  it.  What  evidence  have  we  got  ?  It  is 
true  a  few  petitions  have  been  presented  to  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  say  whether  they  are  genuine  or  not,  but  I 
know  how  petitions  are  got  up.  The  number 
of  signatures  depends  a  great  deal  on  the  indus- 
try of  the  collectors.  You  could  get  people  to 
sign  a  petition  for  almost  anything.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  one  went  round  with  a  petition 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  away  with  the  hono- 
rarium one  would  get  a  very  large  number 
of  signatures.  If  you  went  round  with  a  peti- 
tion to  do  away  with  this  Chamber,  you  would 
no  doubt  get  a  large  number  of  signatures 
also.  Gould  that  be  taken  as  evidence  that 
the  people  of  the  colony  really  desired  these 
things  ?  I  should  say,  Certainly  not.  I  do  not 
say  I  would  absolutely  refuse  to  grant  this  fran- 
chise; I  should  be  inclined  to  give  it  if  the 
country  really  demanded  it ;  but  we  are  grant- 
ing it  now  without  getting  the  opinion  of  the 
country,  and  my  advice  is,  to  tide  it  over  till 
after  the  general  election.  I  have  already 
given  notice  of  an  amendment  with  that  view. 
Woman  is  now  respected  and  honoured  as  the 
queen  of  the  housenold,  and  that  is  her  proper 
place.  W^  have  lilted  her  on  a  moral  pedestal, 
and  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  her  dragged  from 
it  into  the  arena  of  politics.  My  own  experi- 
ence of  politics  has  been,  that  woman  will  not 
improve  herself  or  increase  her  happiness  by 
taking  part  in  political  questions.  If  woman 
becomes  a  politician,  we  may  yet  have  a  con- 
flict between  the  sexes,  and,  in  that  case,  we 
know  the  weaker  vdll  go  to  the  wall.  Though 
I  say  I  should  not  refuse  the  vote,  I  wish  to 
hear  the  strong  voice  of  the  country  asking  for 
it  before  we  deal  with  it.  Take  all  the  great 
political  questions — such  as  the  repeal  of  the 
corn-laws.  Catholic  emancipation,  and,  in  our 
own  colony,  the  abolition  of  the  provinces : 
these  were  all  brought  forward  and  dealt  with 
on  account  of  the  voice  of  the  people  being 
clamorous  for  these  reforms.  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  pause  before  giving  immediate  effect  to 
this  great  change.  I  will  move,  in  Committee, 
a  proviso  that  it  shall  not  come  into  operation 
before  next  session,  and  if  that  be  carried  the 
Bill  will  have  my  ardent  support. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB.— So  much  has  been 
said  on  this  Bill  that  I  do  not  intend  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Council  for  more  than  a  few 
moments.  I  fear  that  so  many  honourable 
members  have  addressed  themselves  solely  to 
this  question  of  woman's  franchise  that  the 
other  features  of  the  Bill  have  been  overlooked  ; 
and,  although,  necessarily,  any  objections  must 
be,  to  a  large  extent,  Committee  objections,  I 
think  it  is  only  proper  to  indicate  them  on 
the  second  reading,  so  that  they  may  be  con- 
sidered when  we  get  into  Committee.  I  take 
it  as  granted  that  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bin  will  pass,  and  that  all  these  questions 
will  therefore  be  dealt  with  in  Committee.  It 
has  always  been  understood  that  the  great  ob- 
ject of  an  Electoral  Bill  is  to  secure  to  eveiy 
person  who  is  entitled  to  vote  the  right  to 
vote,  and  to  give  them  every  shape  and  form 
of  facility  for  doing  this.  I  do  not  think  this 
measure  does   so.     There    are   two  or  three 

Sointa  I  should  just  hastily  mention,  without 
welling  on  them  at  all.  This  Bill,  I  see  in 
the  interpretation  clause,  professes  to  give 
leaseholders  and  freeholders  a  non-residential 
qualification.  The  interpretation  clause  says, 
**  *  Non-residential  qualification '  means  a  free- 
hold or  leasehold  qualification  under  this  Act, 
of  which  residence  forms  no  part."  I  have 
carefully  looked  through  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not 
see  that  any  leaseholder  has  a  right  to  vote  at 
all. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— That  is  a 
misprint.    It  was  left  in  by  mistake. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  think  it  must  be, 
for  I  could  find  no  reference  to  it  elsewhere. 
In  Part  I.  there  is  the  provision  that  a  person 
holding  property  of  the  value  of  £25  is  entitled 
to  be  registered,  and  every  person  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  residing  in  the  colony  is  also 
entitled  to  be  registered.  I  take  it  from  that 
that  a  freeholder  is  to  get  special  privileges;, 
but,  further  on,  I  find  that  a  person  who  owns 
property  and  pays  rates  and  taxes  is  in  no 
better  position  than  any  other  person.  Al- 
though he  may  own  property  in  every  district 
in  the  colony,  he  is  only  allowed  to  register 
upon  one  electoral  roll.  Well,  he  is  obliged 
to  make  a  selection  as  to  which  roll  he  shall 
be  registered  on  before  any  election  comes  on, 
because  if  he  allows  his  name  to  be  placed 
on  more  than  one  roll  —  as  was  pointed  out 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  —  he  is  immediately 
subject  to  a  fine  of  £5  for  his  name  being  on 
more  than  one  roll.  The  consequence  is  that 
he  is  not  in  so  good  a  position  as  the  man  with 
a  residential  qualification,  because  he  has  to 
declare  which  roll  he  will  be  on ;  and,  no  matter 
how  ho  wishes  to  vote,  or  in  what  direction,  if 
he  allows  it  to  remain  on  more  than  one  roll 
he  has  simply  to  be  put  in  gaol,  or  fined— I  am 
not  quite  sure  he  must  not  be  put  in  gaol. 
In  regard  to  this  question  of  residence  qualifi- 
cation, I  find,  in  looking  at  clause  18,  that, 
although  a  man  is  supposed  to  have  resided  in 
a  district  for  three  months  before  being  entitled 
to  be  registered,  still,  if  at  any  time  after  he  has 
done  so  he  has  been  within  the  district  for  six 
days  within  the  six  months  inmicdiately  pre- 


ceding an  election,  he  is  entitled  to  vote.  That 
I  do  not  think  is  a  fair  or  a  just  thing  at  all, 
and  it  is  a  matter  which  wants  looking  into. 
Then,  again,  we  find,  with  all  our  anxiety  to 
get  proper  rolls,  and  to  get  all  the  electors  on 
our  rolls,  it  is  provided  that  any  person  ab- 
sent from  the  colony  for  a  year  is  to  be  im- 
mediately struck  ofi  the  roll.  It  is  true  he 
can  K-register ;  but  what  a  lot  of  trouble  and 
worry  that  entails,  and  how  many  persons 
would  neglect  to  do  it !  H  we  want  to  have 
our  rolls  complete  we  should  not  put  such  a 
number  of  restrictions  as  will  disfranchise  a 
number  of  most  estimable  people.  These  are 
things  that,  I  think,  ought  to  be  looked  after 
in  Committee.  And  then,  again,  we  have  this 
other  penalty  imposed :  that  if  a  man  does 
not  vote  —  it  matters  not  from  what  reason 
— if  he  is  sick  or  away  —  if  he  does  not  vote 
at  any  election  his  name  can  be  struck  off 
the  roll.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  disqualifi- 
cation of  electors,  instead  of  the  qualification. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  just  at  all.  However,  I 
only  wanted  to  draw  attention  to  these  things 
before  we  go  into  Committee,  so  that  honoor- 
able  members  may  give  them  consideration, 
and  when  we  go  over  the  Bill  clause  by  clause 
they  can  be  altered.  With  reference  to  the 
burning  question  of  giving  the  right  to  women 
to  vote,  one  feels  a  little  puzzled  from  the  very 
different  arguments  one  hears  from  those  sap- 
porting  the  measure.  We  are  told  on  the  one 
hand  it  is  such  an  important  question — going 
to  double  the  voting-power  of  the  colony.  It 
is  an  experiment  of  the  most  extreme  charao- 
ter— I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying^that, 
because  I  do  not  think  any  person  on  either 
side  can  say  what  is  going  to  be  the  result  of 
such  a  power  being  given,  if  the  Legislature 
thinks  proper  to  grant  it.  I  say  that,  if  there 
was  ever  a  question  upon  which  this  Council 
ought  to  exercise  careful  judgment  it  is  upon 
a  question  of  doubling  the  number  of  votes 
throughout  the  colony,— of  giving  voting-power 
to  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  women  to 
exercise  —  a  power  they  are  not  accustomed 
to  exercise,  and  which  they  do  not  care  ta 
exercise  when  they  have  the  power.  I  speak 
now  of  municipal  elections,  where  women  are 
allowed  to  vote ;  and  I  know  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty  of  getting  women  to  come  and  vote :  they 
will  not  come  unless  some  special  friend  is 
sent  to  bring  them  and  accompany  them  to 
the  poll,  and  then  it  is  as  much  as  you  can 
do  to  get  them  to  vote.  Sir,  I  say  we  have 
had  no  test  whatever  of  what  is  likely  to  be  the 
consequence  of  this.  I  say  this  requires  the 
exercise  of  exceptional  prudence,  and  I  think, 
if  this  Council  is  to  be  a  useful  check  in  mat- 
ters of  importance,  this  is  one  of  those  cases 
in  which  the  Council  should  stand  to  its  gnns 
and  do  its  duty  irrespective  of  all  outside  pres- 
sure that  may  be  brought  to  bear  on  it,  and, 
at  all  events,  allow  sufficient  time  to  elapse  to 
enable  the  country  to  give  full  expression  to  its 
opinion  at  the  next  elections.  Of  course,  as  I 
said  at  first,  I  am  in  somewhat  of  a  difficulty, 
because  one  section  of  those  supporting  the 
Bill  say  the  matter  has  been  before  the  country 
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for  years,  and  therefore  all  difficulty  on  that 
score  is  removed.  Replying  to  that,  I  say  the 
question  of  woman's  franchise  has  never  been 
within  the  reach  of  practical  politics  till  this 
Parliament  met,  and  it  was  only  after  this 
Parliament  met  that  it  was  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislative  Council  as 
within  the  arena  of  practical  politics.  Before, 
it  was  talked  of,  like  many  other  thingf,  but 
never  reduced  to  a  serious  matter,  but  treated 
more  as  a  matter  of  joke  than  of  practical  poli- 
tics. That  is  my  reply  to  that  statement.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery  and  others  say  —  and 
I  think  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  admitted  — 
that  there  is  no  great  weight  to  be  attached  to 
the  petitions  that  are  lying  on  our  table ;  that 
no  doubt  many  of  the  women  do  not  desire  the 
franchise;  that  they  could  not  say  that  the 
country  had  expressed  a  desire  for,  and  that 
the  bulk  of  women  have  never  expressed  a  de- 
sire for,  this  extension ;  but  that,  if  the  thing 
was  right,  without  any  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  country  we  should  do  it.  Well,  if  I 
were  satisfied  it  was  right,  I  might  be  with 
them  ;  but  I  say,  in  such  a  vital  change,  which 
may  have  the  gravest  bearing  on  the  whole 
future  of  the  colony,  and  which,  if  once  intro- 
duced, we  should  never  be  able  to  get  back — I 
say  on  such  a  momentous  question  this  Coun- 
cil should  pause,  and  should  exercise  the 
greatest  care  and  caution,  and  should  not  act 
without  a  most  distinct  and  unmistakable  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  the  country,  given  in 
such  a  way  that  we  could  not  possibly  mis- 
understand it.  We  have  hcbd  no  such  expres- 
sion ;  we  have  had  no  opportunity  for  it.  This 
thing  has  been  sent  to  us  by  the  other  House 
twice  t  That  is  nothing ;  that  is  no  expression 
of  opinion  from  the  public ;  and  therefore  we 
fihould  hesitate  before  we  take  such  a  step  as 
we  cannot  possibly  retrace.  It  has  beei}  said 
by  some  one  that  if  we  are  dissatisfied  with  it 
we  can  take  it  back ;  but  that  would  never  be 
done.  Once  we  grant  this,  it  is  on  the  statute- 
book,  and  there  it  will  remain.  And  another 
thing  is  that,  if  those  people  who  support  this 
extension  so  strongly  are  at  all  consistent,  it 
must  follow  that  this  clause  which  says  that 
women  shall  have  no  right  to  a  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment must  go  right  out  at  once.  If  we  give 
them  a  vote  they  are  thereby  entitled  to  hold 
a  seat  in  Parliament.  So  much  has  been  said 
about  it  that  I  am  really  not  going  to  enter 
into  the  question  of  sentiment  which  has 
been  so  freely  permeating  this  Chamber  this 
afternoon.  Keally,  at  one  time  I  felt  almost 
ashamed  of  being  a  man — I  felt  I  ought  to  be 
a  woman,  seeing  the  general  condemnation  of 
man.  This  is  all  superficial  talk,  to  my  mind. 
There  is  certainly  not  a  man  in  the  Council 
who  docs  not  recognise  to  the  utmost  the  good 
qualities,  the  noble  qualities,  of  woman  ;  and  I 
say  that  those  of  us  who  entertain  the  highest 
respect  for  women  are,  to  my  mind,  those  who 
are  most  strongly  opposed  to  this  measure ; 
because  they  do  not  wish  to  see  her  dragged 
down  from  her  present  lofty  position,  in  which 
she  exercises  such  influence  on  men,  and  in-  i 
directly  on  politics  —  they  do  not  wish  to  see  | 


her  brought  down  and  mixed  up  with  public 
meetings,  committee  meetings,  and  going  to 
the  poll.  We  know  what  they  are :  once  let  a 
woman  get  warmly  into  a  thing,  and  she  gets, 
owing  to  her  naturaJly  impulsive  disposition,  in 
such  a  condition  that  she  will  work  to  death 
for  it.  Let  us  keep  her  in  her  high  position, 
and  not  let  her  be  dragged  down  to  the  level 
she  would  come  to  if  mixed  up  with  these 
things.  One  is  apt  to  get  led  away,  but  I 
could  not  help  feeling  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  truth  in  what  has  been  said ;  that  if  you 
go  into  some  households  where  there  are  some 
very  active  -  minded  ladies  —  such  as  Mrs.  Jel- 
laby,  who  took  an  interest  in  the  Borrioboola- 
Gha  natives  or  something  or  other,  and  devoted 
her  whole  time  to  circulars,  and  so  on,  and 
making  up  clothes,  while  her  own  children 
were  going  about  starving,  and  naked,  and 
tumbling  down  stairs  in  all  sorts  of  misery 
— you  will  find  reason  for  hesitation  with  re- 
gard to  such  a  measure  as  this.  I  say  women's 
duties  are  of  another  kind.  She  has  been 
afforded  more  opportunity  during  the  last  few 
years  for  occupying  positions  before  exclusively 
occupied  by  men ;  and  if  we  give  women  more 
time  for  consideration  and  opportunity  to 
educate  themselves  to  look  into  public  mat- 
ters, there  will  be  plenty  of  time  to  con- 
sider a  few  years  hence,  if  we  find  the  thing 
desirable.  But  for  the  present,  on  the  eve  of 
a  general  election,  when  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  get  the  electoral  rolls  properly  pre- 
pared ;  and  when  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  get 
the  women  of  the  colony  to  understand  their 
position,  I  say,  if  members  allow  this  measure 
to  come  into  force  before  the  election,  they 
will  fail  in  their  duty  to  the  country,  to  the 
electors,  and  to  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  the 
debate  has  now  occupied  some  considerable 
time,  and  has,  no  doubt,  wearied  honourable 
members.  I  propose  to  be  as  brief  as  possible, 
and,  indeed,  I  should  probably  have  contented 
myself  with  saying  nothing,  because  I  have 
nothing  to  answer,  had  I  not  thought  I  should 
be  wanting  in  courtesy  to  many  honourable 
members  if  I  did  not  refer  to  some  of  the 
speeches  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  listen- 
ing to.  I  never  felt  in  a  more  awkward  and 
difficult  position  than  I  do  on  this  occasion, 
because  no  one,  with  the  exception  of  the 
last  speaker  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor, 
to  whose  able  speech  we  all  listened  with 
so  much  pleasure,  has  touched  upon  any 
part  of  the  Bill  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  three  words.  Were  it  nob  for  these  three 
words  the  Bill  would  have  had  a  very  easy 
passage  through  this  Chamber,  wo  should 
have  been  saved  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and 
should  probably  now  be  in  Committee  and 
finishing  the  whole  proceeding.  I  am,  how- 
ever, about  to  notice  one  or  two  of  the 
speeches  to  which  we  have  listened ;  and  in 
the  first  instance  I  shall  refer  to  one  or  two 
remarks  which  fell  from  my  honourable  and 
gallant  friend  who,  I  regret,  is  not  in  his  place. 
He  was  pleased  to  say  that  we  should  deal  with 
this  question  on  its  own  merits:  and  there  I' 
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am  not  at  all  disposed  to  differ  from  him.  But 
we  find  woman  in  the  Bill,  and  we  are  obliged 
to  deal  with  her,  and  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  she  will  have  a  place  there  when  the  Bill 
leaves  this  Chamber,  and  that  she  will  be  found 
on  the  statute-book  of  the  country.  I  have 
listened  with  pleasure  to  the  speeches  made 
for  and  against  her,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  she 
has  in  no  way  suffered,  even  from  those  who 
are  not  disposed  to  give  her  the  franchise.  I 
also  heard  my  honourable  and  gallant  friend 
say  that  we  were  experimenting  to  a  great 
extent  in  the  legislation  of  this  country.  In 
every  new  country  experiments  have  to  be 
made.  Wq  have  made  them  in  this  country, 
and  with  some  pride  and  satisfaction.  In  every 
new  country  we  find  chaos,  and  we  bring  no- 
thing with  us  except  the  traditions  of  our  old 
homes ;  and  wherever  we  have  made  experi- 
ments we  have  usually  been  successful:  so 
successful,  in  fact,  have  we  been  in  New 
Zealand  that  the  legislators  of  nearly  all  the 
adjoining  colonies  have  sent  for  copies  of  our 
laws  within  the  last  two  years ;  and  in  this 
morning's  newspaper  may  be  seen  a  telegram 
wherein  it  appears  that  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment they  are  disposed  to  follow  our  lead.  I 
wcbs  about,  Sir,  to  refer  to  what  I  consider  to  be 
ungenerous  on  the  part  of  an  old  soldier  in  not 
giving  to  woman  that  praise  which  she  merited 
on  the  battlefield.  The  honourable  gentleman 
said — and  I  hd^e  he  will  correct  me  if  I  am 
wrong — that  women  were  unfit  to  bear  the 
severities  incidental  to  the  duties  of  soldiers. 
One  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  the 
Spartan  mother  ;  and  I  would  refer  to  an 
occasion  when  women  defended  the  walls  of 
the  City  of  the  Violated  Treaty,  as  it  is  called, 
and  repulsed  the  invading  army — one  of  the 
greatest  armies,  perhaps,  tliat  ever  invaded 
Ireland.  So  much  for  my  honourable  and 
gallant  friend's  ungenerousness  to  women. 
Now,  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Walker  took 
a  good  deal  o£  trouble  with  regard  to  my  own 
views.  I  should  just  like  to  say  a  word  or 
two  to  him  upon  this  particular  occasion  and 
on  this  particular  question.  My  honourable 
friend  who  sits  beside  me  informed  the  Coun- 
cil that  this  was  not  a  party  question.  How 
on  earth  could  it  be  a  party  question?  We 
see  parties  in  another  place  mixed  up  on  this 
point,  as  they  are  mixed  up  here.  I  will 
tell  my  honourable  friend  this :  that,  with 
the  exception  of  my  own  self,  every  member 
of  the  Cabinet  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
women's  franchise,  but  I  have  never  ceased  to 
hold  my  own  opinion  on  the  question.  Seeing, 
however,  that  it  has  come  up  to  us  on  more 
than  one  occasion  from  another  place,  and  see- 
ing that  the  voice  of  the  people  is  represented 
by  that  Chamber,  I  said  that  I  should  be  a 
stubborn  and  an  obstinate  man  if  I  resisted 
what  the  voice  of  the  country  demanded.  I 
have  said  that  before,  and  I  say  it  again  ;  but, 
nevertheless,  I  hold  my  own  opinions  as  to  the 
result.  I  was  going  to  say  this  to  my  honour- 
able friend  :  If  the  country  declares  that 
woman  has  a  right  to  the  franchise,  I  will  go 
the  whole  length  of  declaring  that  she  also 
Hon,  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley 


has  a  right  to  sit  in  this  Legislature.  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  go  that  length,  because  I  am 
quite  sure  some  people  who  have  come  to  the 
age  of  my  honourable  friend  and  myself  will 
have  very  little  chance  in  opposition  to  them, 
and  must  be  prepared  to  submit  to  the  in- 
evitable. At  any  rate,  that  is  the  proper  logical 
sequence,  and  therefore  I  say,  if  they  are  to 
have^he  electoral  right,  they  have  also  the 
right  to  sit  in  this  Parliament.  Now,  I  have 
one  or  two  remarks  to  make  about  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Oliver's  speech.  Sir,  I  would 
remind  that  honourable  gentleman  that  people 
who  attack  Governments  should  have  very 
good  memories.  In  his  speech  he  was  pleased 
to  say  that  the  reason  why  this  Bill  was  not 
carried,  and  why  it  did  not  become  law  on  a 
recent  occasion  when  it  was  before  the  Legis- 
lature, was  entirely  due  to  the  Government. 
Now,  when  the  Women's  Franchise  Bill  came 
into  this  Chamber  my  honourable  friend  was 
first  and  foremost  in  declaring  that  there  was 
nothing  degrading  in  woman  going  to  the  poU 
—  that  her  presence  would  smooth  away  the 
asperities  and  roughnesses  peculiar  to  these 
occasions,  and  that,  in  short,  everything  of  the 
most  delightful  character  would  be  done  when 
she  went  to  the  poll,  and  there  was  nothing 
degrading  in  it.  But  when  this  provision  for 
the  women's  franchise  was  introduced  into  the 
Electoral  Bill  of  last  year,  and  came  up  to  this 
Chamber,  who  was  it  that  surrounded  the 
question  with  every  possible  difi&culty?  My 
honourable  friend  himself.  Every  possible 
difficulty  that  could  be  placed  in  the  way  was 
interposed  and  hedged  around  it  while  it  was 
in  Committee.  I  told  the  honourable  gentle- 
man on  that  occasion,  as  I  did  on  other  occa- 
sions, that  I  would  have  the  Bill  as  it  stood 
or  I  would  have  nothing,  and  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  kill  the  Bill  bj 
what  he  was  doing,  and  that  I  was  quite  sure 
the  amendments  he  proposed  would  not  be 
accepted  in  another  place.  But,  Sir,  he  dis- 
regarded all  my  representations,  and  insisted 
upon  hedging  the  Bill  around  with  electoral 
rights  and  every  sort  of  difficulty.  And  yet 
now  he  has — well,  I  will  say — the  courage  to 
assert  that  the  Government  was  entirely  to 
blame  for  not  passing  the  Bill,  when,  as  I  say, 
every  difficulty  was  placed  in  the  way  of  the 
Bill  passing  by  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
his  friends.  I  cannot  help  admiring  the  ful- 
some adulation  with  which  my  honourable 
friend  treats  the  new  members  of  the  Council. 
I  wonder  they  have  not  resented  it  more  than 
they  have  done.  Amongst  other  things,  be 
congratulates  them,  firstly,  upon  having  the 
courage  of  their  opinions;  secondly,  upon 
showing  that  they  will  not  slavishly  follow  the 
Government ;  and  thirdly,  upon  their  absolute 
independence.  The  admirable  speeches  they 
have  made  prove  them  to  be  able  members. 
They  were  received  by  this  Council  with 
warm  congratulation ;  and  what  necessity  is 
there,  therefore,  for  this  fulsome  adulation^, 
simply  because  they  vote  and  speak  in  accord- 
ance with  their  convictions,  as  honourable 
men?    What  cause  is  there  for  any  one   to- 
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feel  surprise  at  their  absolute  independence? 
Bat  honourable  gentlemen  will  notice  how 
firm  a  phalanx  his  side  present  on  every  pos- 
sible occasion  when  the  necessity  arises  and 
when  their  interests  are  in  common.  Yet  my 
honourable  friend  attacks  the  Government, 
and  assures  us  at  the  same  time  that  there  is 
no  party  in  the  Council !  I  say  there  is  a 
strong  party  in  the  Council.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  not  hesitated  to  ridicule  what 
is  known  as  the  Liberal  party,  and  I  will 
challenge  him  to  deny  it.  And  yet  he  says 
there  is  no  party  in  the  Council !  I  am  myself 
as  strong  a  party-man  as  any  one  ;  and  to  try 
to  persuade  me  that  there  is  no  party  action 
in  the  Council  is  altogether  vain,  for  I  have 
occasionally  seen  it,  and  have  defeated  it  too. 
My  honourable  friend  said  that  he  hailed  with 
pleasure  the  granting  of  the  electoral  right  to 
every  one  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
yet  it  was  he  himself  who  threw  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  passage  of  the  Bill  that  was  to 
confer  this  right.  My  honourable  friend  was 
foremost,  as  I  have  said,  in  the  whole  matter, 
assisted  by  those  beside  him.  On  the  occasion 
to  which  I  refer,  I  remember  that  there  was  a 
picture  drawn  of  the  farmer's  wife  —  it  was 
drawn  again  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  on  this 
occasion,  and  his  picture  was  one  of  the  finest 
pieces  of  word-painting — a  picture,  I  say,  of 
the  farmer's  wife,  who  could  not  possibly  leave 
her  children  and  forsake  her  household  duties 
in  order  to  get  to  the  poll.  The  poor  factory- 
girl  standing  out  in  tne  rain  and  the  cold, 
waiting  at  the  poll  for  the  opportunity  to 
exercise  her  franchise,  was  also  put  into  the 
picture.  But  all  these  were  mere  shields  to 
enable  the  wealthier  classes  to  vote  from  their 
firesides,  and  to  enable  that  class  who  may 
be  called  "blue -stockings"  to  go  round  and 
try  to  influence  the  votes  of  the  factory-girls 
and  the  farmers'  wives,  for  whom  so  much 
consideration  was  professed.  I  know  what 
sort  of  woman  is  the  farmer's  wife,  and  I 
never  knew  one  of  them  hesitate  to  do  what 
she  thought  right,  even  though  to  do  it  she  had 
to  face  the  weather  when  it  poured  with  rain, 
or  though  she  had  to  traverse  a  muddy  road. 
Then,  my  honourable  friend  referred  to  clauses 
8,  13,  and  14  of  the  Bill ;  and  he  was  practi- 
cally, with  the  exception  of  the  last  speaker,  the 
only  honourable  member  who  referred  to  the 
Bill  at  all.  Clause  8  he  objects  to  because  the 
inmates  of  charitable  institutions  are  to  have 
the  right  to  vote.  Sir,  I  was  sorry  to  hear 
such  an  expression  fall  from  one  who  I  know 
is  animated  by  the  kindest  and  best  inten- 
tions, and,  if  I  have  spoken  somewhat  warmly 
of  him  in  other  respects,  I  have  at  the  same 
time  a  sincere  admiration  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  excellent  and  amiable  quali- 
ties. But  I  must  say  that  I  was  shocked  to 
find  any  member  of  the  Council  object  for  one 
moment,  as  he  did,  to  give  the  right  of  the 
franchise  to  people  who,  through  no  fault  of 
their  own,  are  dependent  upon  our  charitable 
Institutions.  Then,  my  honourable  friend  re- 
lerred  to  clause  15  as  being  open  to  objection. 
Bnt  the  principle  contained  in  that  clause  is 


quite  right.  We  have  established  the  principle 
of  "one  man  one  vote,"  and  we  propose  oy 
this  Bill  to  add  to  it  that  of  **  one  man  one 
roll."  Surely  there  can  be  nothing  to  hinder 
any  one  whose  name  appears  on  two  or  three 
rolls  from  taking  the  trouble  to  get  his  name 
erased  from  all  but  one,  in  order  to  prevent 
something  mischievous  happening.  With  regard 
to  clause  14,  the  honourable  gentleman  t^es 
very  great  exception  to  that  clause,  because 
it  would  be  easy  for  men  who  were  registered 
in  District  A  to  register  also  in  District  B 
by  residing  for  one  month  there,  where  ha 
says  they  may  be  basking  in  the  sunshine 
of  Ministerial  favour.  Fancy  Ministerial 
favour  being  given  to  the  poor  devil  of  i^ 
labourer  who  happens  to  be  working  for  a  par- 
ticular person  at  a  particular  time  just  prior 
to  the  election !  My  honourable  friend  referred 
to  the  fact  that  those  who  resisted  these  re- 
forms had  very  little  faith  in  humanity.  Then, 
my  honourable  friend  has  very  little  faith  in 
the  humanity  of  the  Qovernment,  for  there 
he  draws  the  line;  and  if  these  are  the 
reforms  by  which  we  can  enable  the  people 
more  generally  to  exercise  the  franchise  my 
honourable  friend  is  very  contradictory  in  his 
opinions.  I  have  now  said  all  I  think  I  need 
say  about  the  speech  of  my  honourable  friend. 
I  now  come  to  the  very  remarkable  speech 
made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  to-night.  It 
was  a  speech  of  scold  and  threat,  and  I 
regret  that  a  gentleman  of  his  experience 
should  have  used  the  language  he  did  to  the 
new  members  of  the  Council.  He  stated  they 
were  selected  by  the  Qovernment  for  a  specific, 
particular  purpose.  I  say  positively.  Sir,  as  a 
member  of  the  Qovernment,  that  many  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  I  never  knew  before 
they  came  here.  They  were  selected  because 
of  their  excellent  qualities ;  because  they  had 
the  courage  of  their  opinions  long  before  they 
entered  the  Council ;  because  they  expressed 
those  opinions  openly  and  on  the  platform ; 
because  they  were  selected  by  members  of  the 
people ;  and  because  they  were  men  of  high 
int^ity.  It  was  for  these  reasons  that  they 
were  selected  by  the  Qovernment,  by  many 
members  of  which  they  had  never  been  seen. 
I  can  only  say  that  that  selection  gave  to  the 
country,  as  it  did  to  the  Council,  general  satis- 
faction ;  and  I  am  astonished  to  find  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  casting  a  reflection  upon 
these  honourable  gentlemen  by  stating  that 
a  mandate  had  been  given  them  to  do  simply 
what  the  Government  desired  them  to  do. 
There  was  an  allegation  made  here  not  so  very 
long  ago  casting  a  reflection  on  honourable 
gentlemen  who  entered  this  Chamber  several 
years  ago,  and  that  allegation  was  never  con- 
tradicted in  this  Chamber.  It  was  stated  that 
they  had  their  marching- orders  to  do  a  cer- 
tain thing.  And,  Sir,  they  did  that  thing.  It 
is  not  for  me  to  say  how  it  was  done.  With 
regard  to  certain  members  being  Government 
nominees,  I  say  again  that  these  new  members 
came  into  this  Chamber  free  and  unfettered, 
and  I,  as  a  member  of  the  Government, 
would   be  no   party   to   asking   any  man  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


810  Old  Soldiers'  Claims.         [HOUSE.]      Old  Soldiers*  Claims.     [Aua-  24 


vote  in  a  particular  way.  I  have  never  asked 
a  man  to  vote  for  me  yet.  Now,  my  honour- 
able friend  Dr.  Pollen  was  kind  enough  to 
Uireaten  me  with  a  repetition  of  a  performance 
which  he  enacted  on  a  former  occasion.  I 
hope  he  will  not  carry  out  that  threat,  for  I 
have  too  much  respect  for  him  to  resist  that ; 
but  he  did  me  the  honour  on  a  former  occasion 
to  take  a  Bill  out  pf  my  hands  because  he  had 
no  confidence  in  the  Government.  I  think  he 
has  altered  his  views,  and  will  allow  me  to  carry 
this  Bill  my  own  way.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds 
did  me  the  honour  to  tell  me  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Campbell  Walker  was  the  adviser  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I  can  assure  him  he  is  not ;  because 
on  every  possible  occasion  when  I  want  advice 
I  seek  advice  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself,  and  he  generally  gives  it  to  me ;  but 
it  is  entirely  wrong. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  said  he  was 
in  the  confidence  of  the  Grovemment. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No,  he  is 
not.  My  honourable  friend  is  always  in  my 
confidence.  That  he  ought  to  know.  Of  course, 
I,  like  most  honourable  members,  have  listened 
to  the  very  able  speeches  delivered  in  this  de- 
bate, and  I  say  the  matter  has  been  discussed 
from  every  possible  point  of  view.  I  trust  that 
when  we  go  into  Committee  we  shall  make  as 
few  amendments  as  possible,  if  honourable 
members  are  sincere  in  allowing  it  to  become 
the  law  of  the  country. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twelve  minutes  to 
ten  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  24th  Augnst,  1893. 

Old  Soldiers'  Claims— Mr.  Earnshaw  and  the  Oo- 
.  vernmont— Aliens  Bill— Count-out. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Prayers. 

OLD  SOLDIERS'  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  upon  the  petition 
of  B.  E.  Lambert  and  fifty-one  others  for  grants 
of  land  for  military  services,  and  moved,  That 
the  report  bo  referred  to  the  Government  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  PALMER  looked  upon  this  report  as 
simply  burking  the  old  soldiers'  claims.  The 
Waste  Lands  Committee  could  do  no  more  than 
report  to  the  Government  as  they  had  done. 
There  were  many  claims  of  old  soldiers  which 
required  recognition.  These  men  hctd  fought 
and  bled  for  the  country,  and  last  year  a  Com- 
mittee was  set  up  to  inquire  into  these  claims, 
and  the  Committee  decided  that  where  two 
distinct  services  had  been  performed  the  men 
should  get  two  distinct  payments.  That  recom- 
mendation had  been  absolutely  disregarded  up 
to  the  present  time.  He  failed  to  see  why,  it 
a  man  had  served  in  one  war  and  afterwards 
Hon,  Sir  P.  A,  Buckley 


served  in  another,  he  should  be  subject  to 
be  told,  "  You  are  not  to  be  paid  for  your 
second  period  of  service."  They  might  as  well 
refuse  to  pay  a  man  for  digging  their  garden 
this  year,  oecause  he  was  paid  for  digging  it  a 
vear  ago.  That  was  the  principle  which  was 
being  acted  on  with  regard  to  these  old  soldiers. 
He  had  got  one  claim  which  he  would  lay  be- 
fore the  House.  It  was  that  of  a  poor  unfor- 
tunate fellow  named  George  Campbell.  The 
letter  this  claimant  received  from  the  autho* 
rities  said  that  they  had  the  honour  to  inforzn. 
him  that  no  recommendation  could  be  made 
in  his  case,  because  he  was  discharged  withoat 
a  good  character.  Ho  had  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Gardiner  and  other  settlers,  showing 
that  Campbell  was  one  of  the  best  settlers  in 
the  locality  he  lived  in,  that  he  was  very  old, 
and  that  it  was  very  hard  for  him  to  eke  ouc  an 
existence.  He  was  refused  the  land  because 
he  was  discharged  without  a  good  character » 
and  that  discharge  took  place  because  once  or 
twice  he  got  intoxicated,  and  for  that  fault  his- 
claim  was  put  aside.  It  seemed  extraordinary 
that  for  a  simple  thing  like  that  the  country 
should  get  out  of  its  obligations  to  this  man, 
although  he  had  fought  and  bled  for  his  country. 
This  was  only  one  of  many  cases.  He  knev^ 
that  nothing  more  would  bo  done  this  session. 
It  must  be  clearly  understood  that  the  old 
soldiers  had  wasted  their  time  in  sending  in 
petitions,  and  he  would  advise  them  not  to  do 
it,  because  ho  saw  no  hope  of  justice  being 
done  them. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  expressed  his  extreme 
regret  that  the  very  numerous  petitions  which 
had  been  received  this  session  had  met  with 
such  scant  consideration.  These  old  soldiers 
were  men  who  deserved  well  of  the  country, 
and  he  assured  the  Government  the  matter 
would  not  be  allowed  to  rest  till  their  claims 
were  settled.  These  petitions  would  come 
year  after  year  unless  some  action  was  taken 
to  give  finality  to  the  claims.  As  the  last 
speaker  had  said,  there  were  some  very  hajrct 
cases  indeed.  He  himself  had  presented  peti- 
tions from  several  men  who  were  shut  out 
through  a  mere  technicality,  and  these  men  had 
done  good  service  to  the  country.  It  was  very 
hard  that  they  should  not  have  an  opportunity 
of  putting  their  claims  fairly  before  the  House. 
They  need  not  expect  anything  further  to  be 
done  this  session,  it  had  so  far  advanced ;  but 
he  felt  sure  that  those  who  came  back  to  this 
House  after  next  election  would  have  the  same 
difficulty  to  face,  and  they  would  have  to  face 
it  every  session  until  finality  was  given  to  these 
claims.  The  debarring  of  these  claims  was  a 
gross  act  of  injustice,  and  the  claims  would 
have  to  be  met  fully  and  fairly  sooner  or  later. 
He  had  only  to  again  express  his  regret  that 
this  matter  had  not  been  dealt  with  this 
session. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  he  was  pleased  that  the 
discussion  had  taken  place,  as  he  was  going  to 
ask  the  Minister  of  Defence  what  steps  the 
Government  intended  to  take  in  order  that  old 
soldiers  might  receive  the  awards  they  were 
justly  entitled  to.      Seeing   that  the  Waste 
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Lands  Ck>mmittee  had  reported,  he  thought  the 
Government  was  bound  to  take  the  matter  up, 
unless  it  was  going  to  act  in  a  most  unjust 
way  to  these  men,  who  had  done  good  service 
to  the  country.  He  had  sent  in  many  appli- 
cations to  the  Government,  and  he  had  pre- 
sented many  petitions  to  the  House  on  behalf 
of  old  veterans,  but  he  always  received  the 
same  unsatisfactory  answer.  He  would  now 
tell  the  Defence  Minister  that  unless  the  mat- 
ter was  taken  in  hand  it  would  continually 
come  up.  And  why  should  it  not  come  up? 
It  would  come  up  until  every  just  and  equit- 
able claim  was  settled.  He  considered  it  a 
blot  on  the  name  of  New  Zealand  that  year 
after  year  the  consideration  of  these  claims 
had  been  continually  put  oft  ajid  many  of  the 
claims  were  not  recognised  at  all.  In  the 
case  of  Colonel  Stapp,  a  recommendation  was 
made  by  the  Committee — this  gallant  officer  was 
to  receive  a  certain  amount ;  the  case  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Government  for  favourable  con- 
sideration, but  the  Government  gave  it  no  con- 
sideration whatever,  and  this  gentleman,  who 
did  great  service  for  the  country  in  the  time 
of  need,  was  forgotten  in  his  old  age.  Then, 
again,  there  was  Major  Lusk,  who  had  done 
good  service  for  the  country.  He  was  selected 
for  special  service  when  the  country  was  at 
war,  and  his  claim  had  not  been  recognised  at 
all.  There  were  hundreds  of  other  just  claims, 
and  many  old  soldiers  had  gone  to  paupers' 
graves  after  trying  year  after  year  to  get 
their  claims  adjusted.  Their  claims  were  held 
back  by  the  Government  until,  through  old  age, 
the  whole  of  the  old  soldiers  died  out.  He 
thought  that  was  not  fair  nor  honest,  and  he 
did  not  think  it  right  the  colony  should  neglect 
these  parties.  It  ought  to  recompense  them  for 
the  services  they  had  rendered  to  the  country 
in  the  tiipe  of  need,  and  he  therefore  trusted 
that  the  Defence  Minister  would  see  his  way 
to  take  steps  in  order  to  give  what  was  proper 
to  these  men,  and  what  they  deserved  according 
to  the  services  rendered  to  the  country.  He 
therefore  trusted  the  Defence  Minister  would 
answer  him  on  this  point,  seeing  that  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  had  referred  these 
claims  to  the  Government.  He  would  tell  the 
Defence  Minister  that  he  would  still  continue 
to  urge  that  justice  be  done  to  these  men  while 
he  remained  a  member  of  the  House ;  for  the 
old  soldiers  were  men  who  deserved  well  of  the 
country,  and  the  Defence  Minister  should  not 
debar  them  of  their  just  claims.  To  do  so 
would  be  an  act  of  injustice. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  could  not  entirely  agree  with 
the  remarks  made  by  the  last  speaker ;  but  he 
was  prepared  to  say  this :  Even  in  Canterbury 
ihey  had  a  few  of  these  old  warriors  alive  yet, 
and  he  believed  the  Minister  of  Defence  was 
quite  prepared  to  do  justice  to  all  sections  of  the 
people.  Why  did  the  last  speaker  mention 
majors  and  colonels  for  consideration  ?  He 
Qix.  Taylor)  was  dealing  with  the  rank  and 
me  of  these  old  soldiers.  Those  men  whom 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  speaking 
about  just  now  had  been  amply  paid  —  and 
that  had  been  proved — for  the  services  they 


had  rendered  to  the  country.  The  honourable 
gentleman  referred  to  majors  and  generals: 
he  (Mr.  Taylor)  was  referring  to  the  rank  and 
file — men  who  had  possibly  next  to  nothing 
to  live  upon ;  and  he  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence  whether  he  would  not  consider  the 
case  of  the  claimants  who  lived  down  his  way. 
The  North  Island  monopolized  the  great  bulk 
of  these  claims.  Some  of  these  old  soldiers 
went  down  to  Canterbury  to  live,  and  they 
were  entirely  ignored.  He  protested  against 
that.  He  trusted  the  Minister  of  Defence 
would  consider  the  claims  which  he  hod 
brought  under  his  notice,  and  not  notice  the 
majors  and  generals  referred  to  by  the  last 
speaker. 

Mr.  RHODES  did  not  think  there  were  a 
great  many  old  soldiers  pure  and  simple  in 
Canterbury.  No  doubt  there  was  some,  as  in- 
timated by  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City;  but  there  W8bs  another  class  of 
persons  in  Canterbury  who  should  have  their 
rights,  and  these  were  the  Volunteers.  He  had 
mentioned  the  Volunteers  of  Canterbury  before 
this  session.  There  was  no  doubt  the  law  was 
perfectly  dear.  The  Volunteers  who  enrolled 
before  1877,  and  subsequently  completed  six 
years'  continuous  service,  were  entitled  to  these 
grants.  A  number  of  these  men  sent  in  their 
claims,  and  they  were  wrongly  shut  out  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  whether  by 
instruction  of  the  Minister  or  not  he  did  not 
know.  It  was  strange  that  one  of  the  claimants 
went  to  Kumara,  sent  in  his  application,  and 
got  his  land.  He  believed  the  application  was 
indorsed  by  the  Minister  of  Defence,  but  he  was 
not  i^uite  sure  about  that.  But,  anyhow,  he 
got  his  land,  being  a  constituent  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Defence.  The  Volunteers  in  Canterbury 
were  equally  entitled  to  land  grants,  and  he 
would  ask  the  Government  to  refer  these  claims 
back  to  Canterbury  and  ask  the  Commissioner 
to  report  upon  them  again,  having  previously 
shown  to  the  Commissioner  the  section  of 
this  Act  under  which  they  were  entitled. 
These  men  were,  undoubtedly,  and  had  been, 
shut  out,  and  unfairly  shut  out,  though  they 
put  in  their  applications  vnthin  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  the  Act.  He  would  press  this 
matter  continually  imtil  the  just  claims  of 
these  men  were  granted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  those  who  lived  in  glass  houses 
should  not  throw  stones. 

Mr.  RHODES  said  he  did  not  understand 
that. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  probably  understand  it  a  little  later 
on.  He  was  not  aware  himself  that  there 
was  anything  special  as  regarded  anybody  in 
connection  vnth  Kumara.  He  believed  himself 
that  the  case  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine  referred  to  was  reported  upon  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Westland  before  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  was  Minister  of  Defence  at  all.  At  all 
events  he  was  positive,  as  far  as  he  wsis  con- 
cerned, there  had  been  no  special  concessions 
made.  If  there  were  difierences  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  the   Act  by  the  Crown  Lands 
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GommiBeionera  in  different  pzovinoial  dis- 
tricts, tho  Govenunent  were  not  responsible 
for  tiiat.  No  instructions  had  been  given  to 
the  Commissioners  at  all  —  they  had  simply 
carried  out  the  law  according  to  their  lights; 
and  he  believed,  himself,  in  the  case  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  member  for  G^raldine,  it 
was  against  the  law.  That  was  his  opinion. 
If  the  facts  showed  that  a  wrong  had  been  done 
by  any  one  Commissioner,  to  insist  upon  all 
the  other  Commissioners  doing  the  same  was 
▼ery  peculiar  logic.  All  be  said  in  reference  to 
those  old  claims  was  that  they  had  better  clear 
clear  up  the  applications  they  had  received  be- 
fore they  decided  to  keep  open  the  door  for  the 
reception  of  other  claims.  He  would  consider 
himself  bound  very  shortly  to  put  upon  the 
table  of  the  House  what  had  been  the  cost  to 
the  country,  and  the  number  of  applications 
which  had  been  received  and  dealt  with.  If 
they  went  on  making  the  law  wider  and  wider 
he  did  not  know  where  it  was  going  to  end. 
The  Government  had  dealt  with  this  matter  as 
fairly  as  possible  in  all  its  stages.  The  House 
last  session  said  that  after  the  81st  March  no 
further  applications  should  be  received.  Now 
they  were  urged  by  honourable  members  to  keep 
it  open  for  all  time,  and  he  could  not  agree 
to  that. 

Colonel  FBASEB  thought  the  old  soldiers  had 
had  plenty  of  time  up  to  the  Slst  March  last  to 
send  in  their  claims,  aod  he  did  not  want  any 
of  the  claims  which  had  been  sent  in  too  late 
to  be  recognised  at  all.  He  thought  they  ought 
to  be  put  on  one  side.  All  he  wanted  done  was 
that  a  Committee  should  be  set  up  to  review 
the  decisions  given  by  the  Commissioners:  such 
a  course  would  satisfy  all  requirements  and 
end  the  matter.  If  the  Committee  indorsed 
the  opinions  of  the  Commissioners,  then  there 
was  an  end  of  these  claims  for  ever;  but  if 
the  Commissioners,  through  pure  technicali- 
ties in  many  instances,  had  excluded  proper 
claims,  the  Committee  could  set  such  things 
right  and  put  an  end  to  these  claims.  He 
thought  that  until  the  decisions  of  the  Com- 
missioners had  been  reviewed  there  would  never 
be  an  end  to  this  business. 

Mr.  FISHER,  referring  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Minister  of  Defence,  said  he  thought  it 
nothing  to  the  purpose  to  point  out  what  the 
cost  to  the  country  had  been  or  would  be, 
because  these  men  gave  their  services  to  the 
country  under  certain  well  -  understood  condi- 
tions. One  condition  was  that  they  should 
receive  either  money-recompense  or  grants  of 
land  for  their  services,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
creditable  to  any  Government  that  they  should 
repudiate  the  just  claims  of  the  men  who  had 
so  given  their  services.  He  would  not  deal  with 
the  report  brought  down  by  the  Committee, 
because,  after  all,  it  was  not  a  function  of 
theirs  to  deal  with  a  question  like  this.  This 
was  a  Government  function,  and  a  Government 
function  only.  He  simply  rose  to  call  attention 
to  one  omission  from  the  report — for  which  the 
Committee  were  not  to  blame  —  an  omission 
from  the  schedule  of  the  name  of  William 
MoKeever,  a  petitioner  who  claimed  with  the 
Mr.  Seddon 


rest  of  these  claimants.  Possibly  the  omission 
occurred  through  McKeever  being  now  ft  resi- 
dent of  Sydney,  and  through  his  petition  having 
only  recently  been  presented  to  like  House.  Ha 
hoped  that,  if  the  Government  gave  considera- 
tion to  the  claims  which  had  been  referred  to, 
McKeever's  claim  would  be  considered  along 
with  the  rest.  If  there  were  certain  claims 
which  still  remained  unsettled,  he  thought  it 
would  be  wise  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  bring  in  some  Bill  to  finally  determine  how 
those  claims  should  be  dealt  with,  and  to  give 
whatever  recompense  the  men  were  entitled  to. 
It  ought  to  be  remembered  that  the  number 
of  claims  was  not  an  increasing  number — it 
was  always  a  diminishing  number ;  and,  thesa 
men  having  given  their  services  to  the  colony, 
he  thought  it  would  be  unwise  and  ungenerons 
on  the  part  of  Uie  Gk>vemment  to  refuse  to 
recognise  the  claims,  and  especially  to  inter- 
pose technical  objections  to  the  recognition  of 
those  claims. 

Mr.  J.  MILLS  thought  the  suggestion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Te  Aroha  was  well 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  honourable  member 
that  it  was  time  that  the  facilities  for  the  ad- 
mission of  claims  were  terminated,  and  that 
any  of  those  who  had  not  already  sent  in  their 
claims  should  be  barred;  but  he  thought  a 
Committee  should  be  set  up  to  investigate  the 
decisions  of  the  Commissioners,  because  he 
knew,  from  his  own  experience,  several  cases 
where  people  who  had  sent  in  claims  had  been 
excluded  entirely  on  technical  grounds,  and  on 
grounds  quite  unworthy  of  the  Commissioners. 
These  were  cases  which  could  be  dealt  with 
by  a  Committee  of  the  House  on  their  merits, 
apart  from  technical  objections,  and  thus  set 
at  rest  once  and  for  ever.  He  felb  sure  that, 
if  these  claims  were  set  at  rest,  it  would 
relieve  many  honourable  members  of  a  great 
deal  of  worry,  because  it  was  difficult  to  satisfy 
individual  constituents  who  pressed  these 
claims  that  the  best  had  been  done  that  oould 
have  been  done.  These  claimants  believed 
they  had  just  claims,  and  could  not  understand 
why  they  were  ignored  on  purely  technical 
grounds. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  thought  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Te  Aroha  was  a 
proper  one.  A  number  of  claims  had  been 
referred  to  by  honourable  members,  but  he 
would  mention  one  of  a  different  character.  It 
was  the  case  of  a  gentleman  now  residing  in 
Oamaru,  who  came  to  New  Zealand  and  served 
in  the  military  service  in  the  Auckland  Pro- 
vince. He  received  his  scrip,  but  he  gave  it  to 
a  surveyor,  with  the  idea  that  he  should  choose 
the  land.  The  surveyor,  however,  lost  the 
scrip,  and  it  had  never  been  exercised,  so  that 
he  had  been  shut  out.  The  law  only  provided 
that  scrip  might  be  renewed  if  it  could  be 
proved  that  it  had  been  burned  or  destroyed. 
In  this  case  it  was  proved  that  the  scrip  was 
issued,  and  that  it  had  never  been  exercised. 
The  csise  was  that  of  Mr.  E.  Harding,  watch- 
maker, of  Oamaru.  He  thought  that  a  Com- 
mittee should  be  set  up  to  deal  with  snoh 
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It  was  only  jnsi  to  this  man  Hhikt  he 
should  get  his  scrip.  He  trusted  a  Com- 
mittee wonld  be  set  up,  if  not  this  session, 
at  any  rate  in  the  first  session  of  the  new 
Parliament,  to  deal  with  these  cases,  as  it  was 
a  disgrace  to  deal  in  a  niggardly  way  with 
those  who  risked  their  lives  at  a  critical  time, 
in  the  Maori  war. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  reports  of  these  Com- 
mittees contionally  raised  in  his  mind  this 
•question :  Of  what  ralue,  after  all,  were  the  re- 
ports of  Committees  ?  Committees  nnderwent 
considerable  trouble  in  tc^ng  evidence  and 
investigating  cases,  and  Committees  frequently 
recommended  cases  to  the  Gk>vemment,  or  to 
the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  many  instances  he  was  afraid  the 
work  of  Committees  got  scanty  attention  at 
the  hands  of  the  Government.  Possibly,  the 
Government  were  so  taken  up  with  other  work 
that  they  could  not  give  the  attention  to  these 
reports  that  they  ought  to  receive.  He  was 
afraid  that  would  be  the  case  in  this  instance. 
The  Committee  recommended  that  certain 
cases  should  be  referred  to  the  Government 
for  their  favourable  consideration.  He  thought, 
however,  that  recommendation  would  receive 
but  scant  recognition.  The  time  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  so  taken  up  that  it  seemed  to  him 
they  should  set  up  some  tribunal  to  deal  with 
the  reports  of  Committees — that  was,  if  Com- 
mittees could  not  report  in  a  direct  way.  He 
thought  that,  perhaps,  in  more  cases  Com- 
mittees should  report  in  a  more  direct  way 
instead  of  referring  cases  to  the  Gk)vemment. 
Most  honourable  members  knew  that  the  peti- 
tioners in  the  present  instance  were  men  who 
had  served  the  nation,  and  rendered  themselves, 
to  a  large  extent,  unfit  to  take  up  any  other 
kind  of  work.  Any  one  with  fmy  national 
feeling  must  admit  that  these  men  had  con- 
siderable claims  on  the  colony ;  but— and  there 
was  always  a  "  but "  in  these  questions — these 
claims  had  been  largely  considered  by  the 
House  from  time  to  time.  Continually  Com- 
mittees had  been  set  up  to  consider  these 
claims,  and  continuEklly  honourable  members 
had  been  told  that  the  question  had  been  finally 
dealt  with.  The  House  was  tired  of  setting 
up  Committees,  and  finally  referred  the  whole 
question  to  the  Crown  Lands  Commissioners, 
with  the  view  of  the  question  being  finally 
settled.  Here,  however,  the  question  was  crop- 
ping up  again.  If  certain  claims  had  been 
excluded  by  the  Crown  Lands  Commissioners 
on  purely  technical  points,  a  Committee  might 
be  appointed  to  set  such  matters  right.  There 
surely  should  be  some  way  of  finally  settling 
these  claims.  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Fisher)  in  objecting  to  the  Premier  laying  a 
return  upon  the  table  showing  the  cost  which 
the  country  had  incurred  m  settling  these 
claims.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  Minis- 
ter laid  such  a  return  on  the  table,  for  it  would 
let  honourable  members  see  how  far  the  coun- 
try had  been  generous  towards  these  men : 
i!  such  a  return  showed  that  they  had  been 
generous,  it  would  be  to  their  honour,  and,  if  it 


disclosed  that  they  had  been  niggardly,  then 
they  ought  to  set  matters  right  even  at  that 
late  stage.  These  men  were  specially  deserving 
of  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  receive  fair  consideration; 
and  Parliament  ought  now  at  least  to  come  to 
some  final  decision  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  HOGG  wished  merely  to  mention  the 
fact  that  in  his  district  there  were  com- 
paratively few  old  soldiers  who  were  still  dis- 
satisfied, but  a  few  of  those  were  very  seriously 
interested  indeed  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
Some  claims  had  been  submitted  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Crown  Lands,  which,  on  merely 
technical  grounds,  had  been  refused.  A  great 
complaint  of  the  old  soldiers  was  this :  that 
they  had  not  been  so  well  treated  as  a 
number  of  the  new  soldiers, — in  fact,  that 
the  men  who  had  done  good  service  in  the 
past  had  had  their  claims  ignored  on  the 
most  frivolous  grounds — on  grounds  which  they 
themselves  could  not  understand — while  com- 
paratively new  men  who  had  done  little  or 
nothing  beyond  wearing  a  uniform  had  had 
their  claims  e^dmitted.  But  there  was  another 
grievance  in  regard  to  the  certificates.  The 
men  found  that,  even  if  they  were  willing  to  go 
on  the  land,  the  certificate  would  not  enable 
them  to  purchase  land,  and  they  also  found 
that  these  certificates  could  not  be  used  in 
the  payment  of  rent.  He  thought  this  was 
a  case  of  injustice.  Some  of  these  men  were 
willing  to  go  upon  the  land  if  they  could  get 
a  sufiicient  quantity,  but  with  a  mere  order  for 
£30  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  purchase 
an  adequate  quantity  of  land  for  the  purposes 
of  a  home.  They  found  also  that  if  they  ex- 
changed the  certificates,  and  these  were  con- 
verted into  debentures,  they  suffered  a  sacrifice 
of  from  one -fourth  to  one -fifth.  Instead  of 
being  able  to  realise  £80  for  the  debentures 
they  were  only  able  to  get  for  them  from 
£24  to  £25.  He  thought  that  was  a  very 
great  injustice.  Some  measures  should  be 
adopted,  if  they  were  to  be  allowed  to  take 
up  land  at  all.  whereby  they  might  take  it  up 
under  reasonable  conditions.  They  were  not 
able  to  take  up  land  under  the  lease-in-per- 
petuity  system,  and  by  paying  rent  obtain  a 
home  for  themselves.  He  hoped  that  atten- 
tion would  be  devoted  to  the  able  suggestion 
thrown  out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Te 
Aroha,  that  a  Committee  of  the  House  should 
be  set  up  to  overhaul  the  Commissioners' de- 
cisions on  the  claims  sent  in.  These  decisions 
had  not  been  uniform,  and  he  believed  that  a 
great  many  claims  had  been  ignored  on  insuf- 
ficient grounds.  He  did  not  blame  the  Com- 
missioners, but  believed  they  had  considered 
the  applications  according  to  the  letter  of  the 
law  instead  of  in  a  spirit  of  equity. 

Mr.  WILSON  thought  it  would  be  a  veiy 
good  thing  if  a  Committee  were  set  up  for  this 
purpose  :  that  the  Government  should  consider 
the  advisability  of  appointing  an  independent 
Commission.  Hitherto  these  bodies  had  been 
entirely  composed  of  Civil  servants,  who  were 
somewnat  tied  in  consequence;  but,  were  a 
Commission  set  up    composed  of   gentlemen 
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not  in  the  Civil  Service  at  all,  they  might  pro« 
bably  be  able  to  ofier  some  practical  suggestions 
lor  arriving  at  a  definite  conclusion  to  this 
matter.  If  they  went  thoroughly  into  the 
matter  they  might  be  able  to  determine  what 
claims  should  receive  recognition  and  what 
should  not.  He  knew,  himself,  of  a  man  at 
Palmerston  North  who  had  served  both  as  a 
soldier  and  as  a  Volunteer,  and  in  the  Police 
Force  as  well ;  yet  through  some  technicality  his 
claim  was  shut  out.  If  a  Commission  were  set 
up  during  the  recess,  he  suggested  that  it 
should  be  composed  of  persons  completely  in- 
dependent of  the  Government  service.  It  was 
too  late  in  the  session  to  refer  the  matter  to  a 
Committee  of  the  House.  He  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  do  something  next  session  in 
the  way  of  setting  up  a  special  Committee 
to  investigate  these  claims,  and  not  relegate 
them  to  a  Committee  such  as  the  Waste  Lands, 
which  had  its  time  fully  occupied  with  other 
matters.  If  a  Committee  of  investigation  were 
Bet  up  to  deal  with  the  question,  why  not  set 
up  the  Committee  that  sat  two  years  ago? 
They  should  do  something  to  arrive  at  a  linal 
settlement,  rather  than  have  those  claims  year 
after  year  coming  back  upon  them. 

Mr.  SHERA  thought  it  was  a  credit  to 
Parliament  that  so  much  had  been  done  to 
discharge  the  claims  of  old  soldiers,  but  it  wsbs 
almost  to  the  disgrace  of  Parliament  that  it 
had  only  half  settled  the  matter.  If  the  Bill 
had  been  passed  last  session,  amended  as  it 
was  by  the  Committee  set  up  for  the  purpose, 
he  thought  the  whole  question  would  have 
been  settled.  He  hoped  that  another  Commit- 
tee would  be  set  up  to  investigate  the  question, 
and  to  report  accordingly,  so  that  this  matter 
might  be  settled  fairly. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  said  it  was  quite  evident 
that  this  was  a  burning  question.  Every  single 
man  of  the  House  who  had  an  old  soldier  in 
his  district  felt  bound  to  talk  about  him.  He 
understood  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  said  he  had  had  one  or  two  old  soldiers 
in  his  district,  but,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said,  they  unfortunately  died,  so  that  it 
seemed  he  had  lost  the  last  of  his  old  soldiers. 
He  heard  that  another  honourable  member 
sitting  behind  him  had  an  old  soldier  in  his 
district,  and  that  he  was  going  to  talk  about 
him.  In  fact,  these  old  soldiers  seemed  to  be 
like  the  widow's  cruse  of  oil :  they  never  seemed 
to  fail.  They  were  brought  up  from  year  to 
year.  He  would  suggest  that  the  Government 
should  try  to  make  an  end  of  the  matter  by 
appointing  a  new  time  within  which  claims 
should  be  sent  in,  then  absolutely  making  up 
their  minds  to  resist  all  attempts  to  introduce 
other  petitions.  He  could  not  understand 
where  all  these  petitions  came  from.  He  alone 
had  presented  three  or  four,  and  he  supposed 
that  a  hundred  years  hence  some  members 
would  be  presenting  petitions  from  the  old 
soldiers  stiU.  While  he  said  this,  he  sym- 
pathized with  them,  and  he  agreed  that  the 
House  ought  to  look  into  the  action  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  rejecting  some  of  the  claims,  and 
ascertain  why  they  had  done  so.  He  presented 
Mr.  Wilson 


a  petition  three  days  previously,  and,  with  the 
sanction  of  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  referred  straight 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  Knowing  that 
that  Committee  was  going  to  sit  the  next  day, 
he  thought  it  would  be  on  the  list,  but  he 
found  that  it  was  not  so  —  that  that  petition 
must  have  been  mislaid.  It  was  from  a  Mr. 
Campbell,  who,  he  thought,  had  a  deserving 
claim  which  ought  to  be  recognised,  and  he 
hoped  that  when  it  eventually  reached  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  they  would  send  down 
a  supplementary  report. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that  if  the  House  ex- 
pected  for  a  single  moment  that  by  setting  up 
another  Committee  they  were  going  to  end 
this  matter  they  were  very  much  mistaken. 
As  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken  said,  these  old  soldiers'  claims  were 
like  the  widow's  cruse,  which  never  failed.  In 
fact,  like  the  poor,  they  were  always  with  us. 
The  Legislature  tried  to  arrive  at  a  finality 
some  years  ago,  and  when  he  was  Minister  of 
Defence  he  introduced  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  subject,  which  received  the  sanction  of 
the  House  and  became  law.  It  set  forth  that 
old  soldiers,  military  settlers,  and  Volunteers 
were  to  send  in  their  claims  up  to  the  31st  of 
December,  1889 ;  and  the  House  year  after  year 
for  two  successive  years  extended  the  time  up 
to  which  these  persons  might  send  in  their 
claims,  and  the  claims  now  being  pushed  before 
the  House  were  principally  those  of  men  whoso 
cases  had  been  dealt  with  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Crown  Lands  in  various  parts  of  the  colony. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  in  some  in- 
stances these  claims  might  not  be  just,  but 
he  believed  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  claims 
brought  before  the  Commissioners  and  rejected 
were  legitimately  so  rejected.  At  the  same 
time  he  knew  that  there  were  cases,  and  very 
hard  cases  indeed,  where  men  had  been  kept 
out  who  were  justly  entitled.  In  fact,  he  held 
in  his  hand  at  that  moment  a  letter  from 
an  old  soldier  of  the  65th  Regiment,  named 
Peter  Rankin,  who  obtained  scrip  for  his  land, 
and  he  said  in  his  letter  that  he  knew  perfectly 
well  it  required  certean  moneys  to  go  on  the 
lajid,  but  he  did  not  exercise  the  scrip  within 
the  specified  time,  and  now  in  his  old  age  he 
found  that  the  scrip,  or  its  equivalent,  was- 
refused  and  his  claim  was  upset :  he  had  been 
told  that  he  had  not  exercised  it  within  the 
specified  time,  and  he  could  obtain  no  redress, 
whatever.  Cases  like  this,  and  others  which 
had  been  mentioned  in  the  House,  deserved 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  He  did  not 
think  it  wise,  however,  to  set  up  a  special  Com- 
mittee to  go  all  over  the  ground  which  had 
been  so  well  gone  over  in  the  past,  but  he  did 
thirdc  it  would  be  well  for  the  Government 
to  empower  some  existing  Committee  of  the 
House  to  investigate  these  claims,  and  let  them 
try  to  have,  if  not  finality,  —  that  they  could 
never  have, — at  any  rate  justice  done  to  those 
claims  to  which  it  was  essentially  due.  He 
might  say  that  he  agreed  with  some  mem- 
bers of  the  House  that  a  great  many  of  the 
petitions  put  forth  improper  claims;  but  at 
the  same  time  he  did  believe  there  was  a  num> 
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ber  of  these  people  who  had  legitimate  claims 
that  had  heen  refused. 

Mr.  MOOKE  had  no  desire  to  prolong  the 
debate  at  any  length.  These  claims  were  oon- 
tinnally  being  brought  before  the  House,  and 
he  thought  that  there  ought  to  be  some 
finality  about  them.  He  thought  that,  while 
they  had  afforded  some  time  that  afternoon  to 
the  ventilation  of  old  soldiers'  clainn,  yet  at 
the  same  time  they  might  be  killing  some 
young  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  that,  of 
course,  would  be  very  undesirable  indeed. 
The  House  ought  to  get  to  the  business  before 
it.  Although  he  agreed  with  a  great  many  of 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Te  Aroha  when  he  stated  that  proper  time  had 
been  given  the  old  soldiers  and  the  Volunteers 
to  put  in  their  claims,  yet  there  were  some 
other  claims  that  would  have  been  put  in  but 
for  a  misunderstanding  as  to  whether  the  Volun- 
teers, in  Canterbury  at  any  rate,  would  have  their 
claims  allowed.  He  believed  that  instructions 
were  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands 
at  Ghristchurch — or  so  it  was  understood — that 
the  claims  of  the  Canterbury  Volunteers  would 
not  be  allowed,  and,  owing  to  the  misunder- 
standing, many  old  Volunteers  in  Canterbury 
did  not  send  in  their  claims,  although  they 
were  justly  entitled.  He  thought,  under  these 
circumstances,  it  was  only  right  they  should 
now  have  tho  opportunity  of  putting  in  their 
claims,  more  especially  as  they  would  have 
put  in  claims  within  the  specified  time  if  they 
had  not  been  prevented  from  doing  so  owing  to 
the  misunderstanding  that  he  had  referred  to. 
He  knew  that,  at  any  rate,  one  or  two  of  the 
old  Canterbury  Volunteers,  after  they  left  the 
Canterbury  District,  put  in  their  claims,  and 
had  had  their  claims  recognised,  while  others 
who  resided  in  Canterbury  neglected  to  put  in 
their  claims  simply  because  they  did  not  think 
they  would  be  recognised.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances some  means  ought  to  be  adopted 
whereby  these  old  Volunteers  might  put  in 
their  claims.  He  suggested  that  a  special 
Committee  should  be  set  up  by  the  House, 
composed  of  members  who  had  no  connection 
whatever  with  any  other  Committees  of  the 
House,  so  that  they  could  give  these  claims 
their  full  consideration. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — There  are  no  members 
who  are  not  upon  some  Committee  or  other. 

Mr.  MOORE  said,  at  any  rate  it  would  re- 
quire a  Committee  of  members  who  had  very 
little  other  work  to  do,  because  it  would  take 
a  considerable  amount  of  time,  so  that  those 
old  soldiers  and  Volunteers  who  had  served 
their  country  so  well  might  have  their  claims 
looked  into  and  properly  dealt  with.  He 
thought,  at  any  rate,  it  was  only  fair  that  the 
House  should  understand  the  position  of  the 
Canterbury  Volunteers  who,  owing  to  a  mis- 
understanding, had  failed  to  put  in  their 
daims,  and  were  now  shut  out  from  doing  so.' 

Mr.  REEVES  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitomata  deserved  the  thanks  of  the 
old  soldiers,  if  not  of  the  House,  for  bringing  up 
this  subject.  He  thought,  too,  that  honourable 
gentleman  showed  uncommon  generosity,  for 


it  was  to  be  remembered  that  the  Chief  Mes- 
senger at  the  Government  Buildings  himself 
was  an  old  soldier.  But,  whilst  they  admitted 
that  there  were  a  great  many  genuine  claims 
advanced,  he  thought  the  House  should  not 
lose  sight  of  the  extraordinary  nature  of  cer- 
tain of  the  applications  which  came  before 
the  Government.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wakatipu,  with  that  deep  voice  which  so  often 
accompanied  a  shallow  wit,  had  accused  the 
Government  of  neglecting  their  duty  in  this 
matter.  He  would  point  out  that  the  Govern- 
ment—and the  House  must  not  lose  sight  of 
the  fact — had  expended  something  like  £30,000 
In  one  way  and  another  in  satisfying  these 
claims;  they  had  done  more  than  any  other 
Government  had  even  in  a  greater  number  of 
years.  But  they  had  to  consider  the  kind  of 
claims  that  were  put  forward.  Only  the  other 
day  one  of  his  colleagues  had  received  a  letter 
from  Sydney  from  a  man  who  had  been  for 
twenty-five  years  out  of  the  colony,  but  who 
was  in  it  for  one  year  twenty-six  years  ago,, 
and  considered  that  he  should  be  compensated 
as  an  old  soldier.  As  to  the  claims  from  Auck- 
land, if  they  were  to  believe  all  those  to  be 
genuine  they  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  population  of  Auckland  was  entirely  com- 
posed of  old  soldiers,  Austrian  gum-diggers,  and 
skinflint  politicians.  But,  as  they  knew,  those 
claims  were  grossly  exaggerated ;  and  the  fact 
that  there  was  a  great  number  of  genuine  claims 
In  Auckland  must  not  blind  the  House  to  the 
fact  that  a  considerable  number  of  cases  had 
either  been  settled  or  were  not  genuine.  He 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  House  that  the 
Government  had  already  done  more  for  the  old 
soldiers  than  any  other  Government;  and  if 
the  cost  to  the  country  of  the  time  that  had 
been  taken  up  in  discussing  the  matter  had 
been  capitalised  and  presented  to  the  old 
soldiers  he  did  not  believe  there  would  be  now 
one  single  claim  extant. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  it  was  somewhat  amusing 
to  hear  the  views  of  honourable  gentlemen 
representing  Southern  constituencies.  They 
wanted  finality  in  the  case  of  old  soldiers,  and 
at  the  same  time  they  wished  the  claims  of  the 
Volunteers  to  be  still  further  considered.  The 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce, 
if  they  meant  anything,  meant  that  the  Gro- 
vernment  ought  to  be  guided  by  the  reports  of 
the  Committees  of  the  House.  He  would  be 
very  sorry  to  think  that  the  Government  were 
always  to  act  on  the  recommendations  of  Com- 
mittees, speaking  as  one  who  had  had  consider- 
able experience  on  these  Committees.  He  had 
a  very  vivid  recollection  of  his  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Taylor)  appealing  with  power,  and  pathos, 
and  eloquence  to  a  Committee  in  connection 
with  tho  claim  of  a  petitioner  with  a  wooden 
leg,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  popularity,  he  was  afraid  that 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of- 
fended against  their  consciences  on  that  occa- 
sion. Surely  the  Government  were  considered 
the  guardians  of  the  public  purse  and  ex- 
penditure ;  and  it  would  be  undesirable  that 
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on  all  occasions  they  should  be  guided  by  the 
reports  of  Committees.  It  appeared  to  him, 
after  all  the  discussion  on  the  question,  that 
here  was  a  very  considerable  amount  of  igno- 
rance in  the  House  in  reference  to  these  claims. 
He  had  heard  it  remarked  that  there  was  need 
of  further  legislation  on  the  subject.  The  crux 
of  the  question  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  been 
touched  that  afternoon.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  had  legislation  quite  sufficient  to  deal  with 
all  the  claims.  All  Imperial  soldiers  discharged 
in  the  colony,  in  consequence  of  an  arrange- 
ment they  had  entered  into  with  the  authorities 
in  the  Mother-country,  were  entitled  to  land- 
grants  in  this  colony,  under  an  Act  the  colony 
had  itself  passed;  and  the  Volunteers  were 
entitled  to  grants  of  land  if  they  had  given  five 
years'  continual  and  efficient  service  antece- 
dently to  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  1876,  and  also 
those  who  took  service  antecedently  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  measure.  Those  were  the  claims 
that  required  recognition,  and  that  must  be  re- 
cognised by  the  House.  Of  course,  a  date  had 
been  stated — a  period  fixed  after  which  no  peti- 
tions would  be  considered.  Now,  the  question 
was  this:  Should  that  House  declare  that  a 
man  who  had  a  claim,  but  who  was  ignorant 
of  the  existence  of  the  law,  be  debarred  still 
from  presenting  his  petition  ?  No  doubt  they 
would  have  petitions  in  future  from  persons 
whose  claims  had  been  rejected,  in  the  hope 
that  another  Parliament  might  receive  them 
more  favourably.  But,  in  reference  to  these 
old  soldiers  who  were  unaware  of  the  passage 
of  the  measure  fixing  a  specific — he  might 
say,  an  arbitrary  —  date,  would  they  not  be 
gmlty  of  injustice  to  those  men  if,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  want  of  knowledge,  they  refused 
to  receive  their  claims  in  the  House?  That 
was  the  crux  of  the  question.  As  to  the  finality 
that  had  been  spoken  of,  he  could  not  under- 
stand how  honourable  members  could  speak  of 
it  in  the  manner  they  did.  He  hoped  that, 
whenever  a  man  had  a  claim  which  deserved 
recognition  at  the  hands  of  the  State,  that 
House  would  be  always  a  tribunal  ready  to 
recognise  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said,  at  the  risk  of  annoying 
the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City,  and  being 
accused  of  stonewalling  the  Ocean  Beach  Do- 
main Bill,  he  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  in 
connection  with  the  old  soldiers.  He  was 
amazed  at  the  speech  of  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, who  went  out  of  his  way  to  sneer  at  one 
of  his  own  supporters  for  doing  a  generous  ac- 
tion ;  and  the  rest  of  his  speech  was  extremely 
like  the  Ministerial  policy  of  braggadocio.  He 
began  by  telling  the  House  that  he  and  his 
Government  had  spent  £80,000  on  these  claims. 
That  was  just  like  the  wonderful  assertions 
they  read  in  the  Financial  Statements  and 
Public  Works  Statements,  where  all  the  errors 
were  of  one  colour — in  favour  of  his  Govern- 
ment. If  honoutable  members  were  to  study 
the  blue-book  published  by  the  Government — 
he  believed  he  might  sometimes  take  the  figures 
to  be  right,  although  they  were  frequently 
wrong—they  would  find  that  just  a  trifle  more 
than  half  the  amount  he  swaggered  of  had  been 
Mir.  Bruce 


spent.  This  was  the  kind  of  braggadocio  HbaJb 
went  down  with  the  countxr. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  about  land-scrip? 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  he  was  always  alive  to 
the  fact  that  it  neyer  did  for  any  one  on  that 
side  of  the  House  to  make  anv  statements,  be- 
cause they  were  always  challenged  unless  he 
could  corroborate  them.  In  the  Finanoi^ 
Statement  they  would  find  that  £9,745  10b. 
was  issued  in  debentures,  and  last  year  some- 
thing near  £7,000  in  cash;  and  that,  with  a 
trifle  more,  was  a  long  way  under  the  £30,000 
the  honourable  gentleman  talked  about.  He 
thought  the  way  in  which  this  matter  had 
been  treated  by  the  Government  this  session 
was  most  ungenerous.  They  had  in  the  past 
allowed  a  certain  number  of  people  who  nad 
just  claims  to  have  those  claims  recognised; 
and  he  failed  to  see  why,  having  recognised  the 
claims  of  these,  they  should  refuse  to  accept 
the  claims  of  ttie  few  remaining.  If  honour- 
able members  would  take  the  trouble  to  look 
over  the  list  of  old  soldiers'  claims  —  those 
who  had  real  and  valid  claims — they  would 
find  them  to  be  very  few  indeed ;  and  it  would 
be  exceedingly  easy  for  the  Ministiy,  who 
boasted  that  they  had  done  so  much,  to  do  the 
rest.  He  believed  that  something  like  three 
hundred  h<mdfide  cases  would  cover  the  whole 
list.  And  he  thought  what  had  happened  was 
extremely  unfair.  If  a  man  he^d  the  luck  to 
apply  at  Kumara  or  Auckland,  perhaps  he  got 
his  claim  recognised ;  but  if  he  applied  in 
another  district  —  say,  Wellington,  or  Christ- 
church —  the  Act  was  differently  interpreted 
by  the  Commissioner.  This  was  very  unfair. 
There  were  such  cases  as  he  had  mentioned 
in  the  House  some  time  ago — that  of  an  old 
naval  man  who  fought  at  Bangiriri,  and  at  the 
Gate  Pa,  and  other  places.  He  had  had  two 
or  three  discharges  from  ships  marked  "  Good," 
"  Very  good,"  and  **  Fair  " ;  and,  because  the 
last  one  was  marked  *'Fair,"  the  honourable 
gentlemen  over  there  refused  his  claim,  and 
that  old  sailor,  who  had  a  splendid  claim,  waa 
still  waiting.  He  thought,  in  cases  of  that 
sort,  if  they  were  referred  to  a  Committee,  the 
Committee  would  act  not  on  purely  legal  and 
technical  grounds,  but  on  equitable  grounds* 
and  the  balance  of  the  claims  would  be  cleared 
up.  The  cases  were  all  in,  and  all  registered, 
and  a  large  number  thrown  out,  and  the  whole 
matter  could  be  finished  this  session.  But  the 
matter  would  come  up  next  session,  and,  in 
fact,  till  the  claims  were  all  satisfied. 

Mr.  MACKINTOSH  moved.  That  the  debate 
be  adjourned.  This  was  the  only  day  for  local 
Bills,  and  the  time  was  being  wasted. 

Mr.  FISH  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  exceedingly  ill-advised  in  attempting 
prematurely  to  stay  the  debate,  which  must  be 
fuU  of  interest,  not  only  to  the  House,  but  to  the 
colony  generally.  He  would  like  to  know  what 
subject  could  be  of  greater  importance  than 
the  consideration  of  the  claims  of  these  old 
soldiers  who  had  fought  and  bled  in  the  service 
of  the  country.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
spoke  of  locetl  kills  in  comparison  with  the  im- 
portance of  a  question  like  this,  and  asked 
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that  the  debate  be  adjourned,  ^hen  they  were 
only  just  getting  at  the  faots  of  the  case, 
liooal  Bills  were,  of  course,  important,  and, 
no  doubt,  would  receive  the  attention  of  the 
House   in    due  course;   but   the   honourable 

Sntleman  had  failed  to  show  any  cause  why 
e  debate  should  be  adjourned.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  must  know  that  if  the  debate 
were  adjourned  there  would  be  no  opportunity 
of  reopening  the  subject  this  session..  And,  as 
much  had  oeen  said  that  was  worthy  of  criti- 
cism, he  thought  they  should  continue  the 
debate.  It  was  a  pity  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  would  not  allow  them  to  continue 
till  half-past  twelve.  In  fact,  he  thought  it 
was  a  great  mistake  to  attempt  to  burke  the 
discussion  on  this  subject.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  would  serve  his  purpose 
better  if  he  were  to  ask  leave  to  withraw  his 
amendment,  and  let  the  debate  be  continued 
to  its  legitimate  end.  He  was  sure  the  Pre- 
mier did  not  wish  this  question  to  bo  raised  on 
another  day,  when  important  questions  affect- 
ing the  interest  of  the  country  might  be  before 
the  House.  He  also  felt  sure  that  the  Premier 
would  agree  with  him  that  members  who  took 
a  great  and  proper  interest  in  this  subject  must 
necessarily  take  an  opportunity  of  bringing  for- 
ward the  question  again.  He  would  appeal  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  to  with- 
draw his  amendment,  and  allow  the  debate  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  trusted  the  honourable  member 
would  not  withdraw  the  motion,  but  would  take 
a  vote  upon  it.  He  would  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish)  whether, 
if  he  had  a  Bill  in  which  he  was  interested  on 
the  Order  Paper,  he  would  like  to  be  treated  as 
he  was  treating  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace.  Not  a  bit  of  it ;  he  would  go  about 
snarling,  and  growling,  and  turning  up  his 
toes,  and  using  strong  language. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  must  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  withdrav/  that  expression. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  would,  of  course,  withdraw  it, 
but  he  must  say  that  the  contentions  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  were,  to 
his  mind,  ^uite  worthless.  He  trusted  they 
were  not  gomg  to  have  this  farce  played  every 
afternoon,  for  it  was  nothing  but  a  farce.  The 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  was  only 
using  these  old  soldiers*  claims — he  would  not 
say  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  certain  Bills 
from  coming  on,  because  that  would  be  unpar- 
liamentary, but — ^for  some  purpose  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself  best  under- 
stood. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  trusted  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, and  let  the  House  finish  the  discussion  on 
this  important  question. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  thought  it  was  very  much 
to  be  regretted  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace  hsid  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  for  it  only  gave  tin  opportunity  to  oer- 
tidn  honourable  members  to  carry  out  the 
object  they  had  in  view.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  bv  bringing  up  this  discussion  the  con- 
aideiation  of  local  Bills  would  be  put  off  till 


lialf-|»ast  five  o'clock,  when  they  could  not  be 
considered.  Already  forty  minutes  had  been 
wasted  in  the  discussion  of  this  question ;  and, 
whether  it  was  to  be  continued  now  or  not, 
other  opportunities  would  be  taken  for  bringing 
it  up  again. 

MX.  HAMLIN  was  sorry  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  had  taken  up 
the  line  of  argument  he  had  done.  As  a  rule, 
honourable  members  had  looked  upon  that 
honourable  member  as  the  father  of  the  House 
in  giving  them  fatherly  advice,  but  this  time 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  lectured  them 
in  a  most  extraordinary  manner.  There  was 
no  question  that  they  could  discuss  which  was 
of  more  interest  to  the  country  than  that  which 
was  now  before  them ;  and,  had  not  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wallace  brought  forward  his 
motion  for  adjournment,  the  probability  was 
that  the  matter  would  have  been  already 
settled.  Surely,  if  there  were  grievances  to  be 
remedied,  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  dis- 
cuss them,  and  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  with 
respect  to  them,  and  they  should  not  have  a  sur- 
prise sprung  on  them  in  this  way.  He  thought 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  was  only 
defeating  his  own  object,  for  if  he  had  allowed 
this  matter  to  be  threshed  out  it  would  have 
been  finidied  by  that  time,  and  the  House  could 
have  done  justice  to  men  who  had  fought  and 
bled  for  their  country.  It  was  a  matter  for 
deep  regret  to  him  that  the  Government  had 
not  long  ago  dealt  with  these  claims  in  a  proper 
manner. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man coOld  not  discuss  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  did  not  wish  in  any  way  to- 
incur  Mr.  Speaker's  displeasure ;  but  he  trusted 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  would  see 
his  way  to  at  once  withdraw  the  motion  for 
adjournment,  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  so  the  House 
would  in  a  very  short  time  arrive  at  a  decision. 
As  members  oi  Parliament,  they  had  a  right  to 
express  an  opinion  on  the  question  without 
being  accused  of  unjust  motives.  At  any  rate,  if 
he  were  afforded  an  opportunity  of  speaking  on 
the  motion,  he  would  do  so  as  one  who  had  seen 
what  these  men  had  gone  through,  and  who 
knew  that  they  should  not  have  been  treated 
in  the  way  they  had  been  treated. 

Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  honourable  members 
would  agree  to  go  on  with  some  business.  He 
thought  he  could  give  two  very  good  reasons 
why  the  House  should  agree  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate.  One  was  that  no  doubt 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish)  was  very  anxious  that  an  opportunity 
should  be  given  for  the  Ocean  Beach  Public 
Domain  Act  1892  Amendment  Bill  being  gone 
on  with.  That  honourable  gentleman  should 
therefore  vote  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate.  Again,  it  would  probably  suit  honour- 
able members  to  vote  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  in  order  to  give  the  Government  an 
opportunity  of  moving  that  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session  Thursdays  should  be  devoted  to 
Government  business.     There  had  been  very 
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little  opporttmity  given  this  session  for  getting 
local  Bills  through ;  aoid,  if  every  afternoon  Tvere 
to  be  wasted  in  this  way,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  amond  the  Standing  Orders,  and  allow  local 
Bills  to  be  taken  as  other  Bills  were,  and  come 
on  at  half-past  seven  o'clock.  There  had  not 
Ibeen  a  single  day  this  session  that  some  block 
had  not  been  put  in  the  way  of  local  Bills.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  that  the  House  would  agree 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  PALMER  said  it  was  all  very  well  for 
the  Hon.  the  Premier  to  ask  them  to  agree 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  ;  but  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  got  his  colleague 
the  Minister  of  Education  to  get  up  when 
other  members  had  spoken,  and  attack  them, 
and  throw  gratuitous  insults  upon  them 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  withdraw  that  expression. 

Mr.  PALMER  would,  of  course,  do  so,  and 
substitute  for  the  word  **  insults  "  the  expres- 
sion "  Ministerial  compliments."  But  he  could 
not  help  feeling  strongly  when  the  Minister  of 
Education  got  up  after  other  honourable  mem- 
bers had  spoken,  and  threw  out  insinuations 
against  them.  They  had  been  wasting  time 
jbnd  delaying  business,  but  whatever  delay 
there  had  been  that  afternoon  had  been 
<}aused  by  the  way  in  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  attacked  the  Auckland  Pro- 
vince and  members  of  the  House ;  and  the 
whole  blame  for  what  had  passed  must  rest 
with  the  Government.  He  would  certainly 
take  an  opportunity  of  refuting  the  "Minis- 
terial compliments'*  hurled  at  him  by  the 
Minister  of  Education  for  doing  his  duty  in 
advocating  justice  to  the  old  soldiers;  and, 
though  he  was  debarred  from  doing  so  on  the 
present  motion  to  adjourn  the  debate,  still  he 
would  do  it  on  another  opportunity. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  quite 
refreshing  to  him  to  hear  the  Premier  come 
forward  with  so  much,  no  doubt,  genuine 
83rmpathy  for  those  who  had  local  Bills  on  the 
Order  Paper ;  but  he  thought  the  honourable 

f;entleman  might  at  the  same  time  extend  a 
ittle  of  the  sympathy  to  those  private  mem- 
bers wlio  had  public  Bills  on, the  Order  Paper. 
Thursday  after  Thursday  those  public  Bills  had 
been  blocked  owing  to  the  action  taken  by  the 
Premier.  Ho  had  himself  a  Bill  of  a  most  im- 
portant character  to  prevent  corrupt  practices 
at  elections,  which  had  never  been  allowed  to 
43ome  on  through  the  action  of  the  Premier. 
He  did  not,  of  course,  wish  to  unnecessarily 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  and  he  was 
sure  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
would  not  accuse  him  of  stonewalling  any 
man's  Bill — a  thing  he  never  did  in  his  life ; 
but  the  present  motion  for  adjournment  was 
itself  calculated  to  prolong  discussion.  On 
the  present  occasion  ho  was  free  to  confess  the 
reasons  for  and  ajijainst  the  adjournment  were 
as  nearly  balanced  as  they  could  possibly  be. 
Now,  one  reason  why  the  debate  should  be  ad- 
journed,  and  a  very  strong  reason  too,  had  just 
been  made  apparent  by  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata. 

Mr.  PALMER.-— Should  not  be  adjourned. 
Mr.  Seddon 


Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said,  Should  be 
adjourned.  He  thought  this  debate  should  be 
adjourned,  in  order  to  give  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata  time  to  cool  down  his 
just  indignation  at  the  extraordinary  attack 
which  was  made  upon  him  by  the  Minister 
of  Education.  That  was  a  reason  why  the 
debate  should  be  adjourned.  The  honourable 
member  was  one  of  the  most  consistent  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  in  the  House  —  for 
years  had  been  a  supporter  of  theirs  without, 
he  was  going  to  say,  a  breach  of  continuity  at 
all. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  no  one  could 
be  more  faithful  to  the  Ministry;  and  the 
Minister  of  Education  took  the  first  oppor- 
tunity he  could  to  make  an  attack  upon  that 
gentleman,  of  a  character 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  travelling  beyond  the  question  of  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  Mr.  Speaker 
knew  how  he  always  bowed  to  his  decision,  and 
he  assured  him  that  he  commenced  by  stating 
that  the  reason  why  the  debate  should  be  ad- 
journed— he  did  not  say  it  should,  for  there 
were  reasons  the  other  way— but  one  reason, 
and  an  important  one,  why  it  should  be  ad- 
journed was  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata  had  been  worked  up  into  such  a 
condition,  as  Mr.  Speaker  could  judge  himself, 
by  the  unwarranted  attack  made  on  him  by 
the  Minister  of  Education,  that 

lilr.  SEDDON.— Friendly  banter. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — Friendly 
banter  1  How  would  the  honourable  gentle- 
man like  such  banter  himself?  How  did  the 
honourable  gentleman  look  when  he  got  such 
banter  from  him  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  ? 

Mr.  FISH.— He  looks  pale. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— "He  looks 
pale,"  said  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City.  He  looked  purple,  rather.  There 
was  no  such  banter  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House,  amongst  their  friends  ;  not  at  all. 
But  the  Government  took  every  opportunity 
they  could  of  denouncing,  in  view  of  tho 
general  election  that  was  coming  on, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  wandering  from  the  subject. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  that  he 
should  return  to  it  at  once,  and  he  did  so  by 
suggesting  to  the  House  to  seriously  consider 
whether  the  debate  ought  not  to  be  Gbdjoumed, 
to  allow  his  honourable  friend  to  recover  from, 
his  indignation,  so  justly  based.  Then,  the 
Minister  made  the  same  attack  upon  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu,  who,  he 
had  no  doubt,  also  required  a  little  time  to  re- 
cover— he  was  at  tho  process  now,  he  had  no 
doubt.  He  thought  an  adjournment  of  just 
sufficient  time  ohould  be  made  to  enable  him 
to  achieve  his  purpose.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wallace  would  see  that  in  making  this 
motion  for  adjournment,  which  he  honestly  did 
to  help  a  friend,  he  had  done  that  friend  a 
great  deal  of  mischief,  and  he  had  burked  a 
discussion   which   was  of   a  very  important 
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character,  although,  he  admitted,  it  was  a  very 
old  discussion.  It  was  a  discussion  that  he 
thought  ought  not  to  have  been  broken  into  in 
the  way  in  which  it  was  by  his  honourable 
friend.  He  had  only  got  one  old  soldier,  so 
far  as  he  knew,  in  his  district,  and  therefore 
he  could  not  be  accused  of  having  self-inter- 
ested views  in  prolonging  the  discussion ;  but 
he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  done  well  not  to  interfere  in  a  discus- 
sion which  was  at  least  of  vital  importance  to 
a  large  number  of  those  who  had  died — well, 
fought  and  possibly  bled  for  their  country; 
and  therefore  that  was  a  reason  why  the  de- 
bate should  not  be  adjourned.  So  that  the 
matter  was  so  evenly  balanced  that,  as  usual 
upon  such  occasions,  he  was  unable  to  make 
up  his  mind  as  to  which  way  he  should  vote, 
but  he  should  be  happy  to  listen  to  the  argu- 
ments of  others  and  decide  when  the  proper 
time  came. 

Mr.  REEVES  thought  the  debate  ought  to 
be  adjourned,  in  order  that  they  might  emerge 
from  the  entanglements  of  this  extraordinary 
discussion.  In  addition  to  the  old  soldiers' 
claims,  he  thought  they  had,  during  the  last 
twenty  minutes,  discussed  almost  everything 
that  could  come  into  the  fertile  imaginations 
of  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment.  He  thought  the  debate  ought  to  be 
adjourned,  also,  to  give  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitemata  and  himself  an  opportunity  of 
shaking  hands. 

Hr.  PALMER  said  he  was  not  anxious. 

Mr.  REEVES  thought  he  ought  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  assuring  his  honourable  friend 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  irritate  or  insult  him, 
and,  if  he  did  so  unwittingly,  he  was  very  sorry 
for  it,  and  hoped  he  would  accept  his  assurance 
of  that  fact.  And,  as  his  conduct  had  been 
referred  to,  he  would  remind  the  honourable 
gentleman,  as  evidence  that  he  was  not  at 
all  anxious  to  attack  him  in  this  matter,  that 
some  week  or  two  ago  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  away,  and  was  not  able  to 
defend  himself,  he  jiVIr.  Reeves)  stood  up  on 
that  occasion,  and,  by  what  he  said,  induced 
the  honourable  member  who  moved  the  reso- 
lution to  withdraw  it ;  so  the  thing  dropped. 
And  let  him  say  that,  whilst  there  was  such 
a  thing  as  pouring  oil  on  troubled  waters, 
there  was  also  such  a  thing  as  pouring  oil  on 
blazing  coals  and  causing  them  to  burn  up 
more  violently ;  and  if  there  was  sueh  a  thing 
as  soothing  smarting  sores,  there  was  also 
such  a  thing  as  rubbing  salt  very  hard  into 
them,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  was  a  master  at  the  art  he  alluded  to. 

Mr.  SHERA  hoped  the  House  would  not 
adjourn  the  debate,  and  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  vote  with  those  who  wished  the 
debate  continued.  In  connection  with  this 
debate,  certain  expressions  had  been  used 
which  honourable  members  wished  to  reply  to, 
and  he  was  sure  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata  was  not  at  all  grateful  to  the  ^linis- 
ter  of  Education  for  having  got  a  former 
motion  withdrawn. 


Mr.  0*GONOR  said  he  might  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  again  on  the  subject; 
and  he  desired  to  say  this :  that  the  House,  by 
adjourning  this  debate  and  by  treating  the 
matter  as  it  had  been  treated,  was  practicably 
shutting  the  door  in  the  face  of  persons  who 
petitioned  that  House.  This  was  a  matter  on 
which  he  thought  every  member  intrusted 
with  a  petition  must  feel  interested,  and,  in 
justice  to  petitioners  for  redress,  honourable 
members  were  bound  to  xesist  the  motion  for 
adjournment.  He  felt  that  many  of  these 
claims  could  be  easily  settled. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  going  outside  the  •question  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  O'CONO^  said  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  would  prevent  the  House  concluding  a 
thing  that  could  have  been  completed  in  less 
time  than  it  had  taken  to  adjust  side-issues. 
For  that  reason  he  thought  members  should 
not  accept  the  motion  for  adjournment,  but 
should  insist  on  going  to  a  vote,  which  would 
enable  this  matter  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  reason- 
able way,  and  in  a  way  creditable  to  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  32. 

Buiok 

Lawry 

Sandford 

Carroll 

Mackintrf>Rh 

Seddon 

Dawson 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  W.  C. 

Eamshaw 

^loLoan 

Tanner 

Guinness 

Meredith 

Taylor 

Harkness 

Mills,  0.  H. 

Valentine 

Hutchison,  G. 

Mills,  J. 

Ward. 

Hutchison,  W 

Mitchelson 

Tellers. 

Joyce 

Reeves 

Hogg 

Kelly,  J. 

Rolleston 
Noes,  28. 

Pinkerton. 

Allen 

Kapa 

Swan 

Blake 

Kelly,  W. 

Thompson,  R. 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Thompson,  T. 

Cadman 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Willis 

Carncross 

McGuire 

Wilson 

Fish 

Moore 

Wright. 

Fisher 

Parata 

Hall-Jones] 

Rhodes 

Tellers. 

Hamlin 

Russell 

O'Conor 

Houston 

Shera 

Palmer. 

Majority  for,  4. 

Debate  adjourned. 

Mr.  FISH  desired  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. The  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (^Ir.  Taylor)  had  charged  him  with 
desiring  to  prevent  a  certain  Bill  from  coming 
on.  Unless  he  took  the  i^resent  opportunity  of 
explaining,  the  honourable  gentleman's  state- 
ment would  appear  in  Hansard  uncontradicted. 
He  wislied  to  point  out  that  he  did  not  initiate 
this  debate,  and  did  not  even  speak  upon  the 
question  at  length.  He  desired  that  the  ordi- 
nary business  should  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  debate  be 
adjourned  till  next  day. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved.  That  the  debate  be 
made  the  first  order  for  next  day. 
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Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  the  proposal  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Whv  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Ibecause  certain  ar- 
rangements had  been  made  for  next  day.  He 
had  promised  to  bring  on  the  adjourned  debate 
on  the  Ellesmero  land-scrip  next  day,  and,  if 
the  present  question  were  given  precedence.  It 
would  be  a  breach  of  faith  with  the  House. 
The  proposal  of  the  honourable  member  was, 
under  the  circumstances,  a  most  unusual  one, 
and  it  was  one  he  could  not  agree  to,  in  view 
of  what  already  been  arranged.  There  was 
nothing  in  this  matter  which  required  that 
it  should  be  given  precedence  over  all  other 
business. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  — -  The  attack  your  colleague 
made. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  friendly  banter  of 
his  colleague  was  no  reason  why  the  House 
should  break  faith  in  regard  to  what  had 
been  agreed  upon.  That  was  no  reason  why 
they  should  set  all  other  business  on  one  side. 
He  hoped  honourable  members,  on  reflection, 
would  see  that  the  course  suggested  by  the 
honourable  member  would  be  a  very  unwise 
course  to  take. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  as  a  matter  of  personal  ex- 
planation, desired  to  say  that  it  was  not  only 
the  friendly  banter  of  the  Premier's  colleague 
which  deserved  consideration,  but  it  was  the 
seriousness  of  the  question  itself  which  honour- 
able members  wished  to  decide.  They  could 
take  the  banter  for  what  it  was  worth. 

Mr.  FISH  trusted  the  honourable  member 
would  adhere  to  his  amendment,  and  for  this 
reason :  The  Premier  was  accountable  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  thought  fit  to  go  outside  the 
ordinary  course  of  business — in  his  opinion, 
most  unjustifiably — to  stop  a  debate  upon  a 
question  which  a  great  number  of  members,  in- 
cluding many  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
own  supporters,  were  desirous  of  threshing  out. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  managed  to  get 
the  debate  adjourned  by  a  majority  of  only 
four  votes.  He  thought  the  House  should 
support  the  amendment,  in  order  to  teach  the 
Premier  a  lesson  not  to  interfere  with  the  pro- 
gress of  business  on  private  members'  days. 
It  would  be  a  proper  thing  to  show  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  by  a  vote  of  the  House,  that 
they  did  not  wish  him  to  do  so  in  future.  The 
Government  ought  to  attend  to  their  own  busi- 
ness, and  allow  the  business  of  private  members 
to  proceed  uninterruptedly  without  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  would  suggest  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  make  the  day 
Tuesday  instead  of  next  day. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  necessity  to 
&S.  a  day.  He  would  give  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  this  report,  and  he  thought 
that  assurance  ought  to  be  accepted. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  old  proverb 
applied  that  a  bird  in  the  hand  was  worth 
two  in  the  bush.  They  had  this  matter  in 
hand  now,  and  ho   would  therefore   support 


the  amendment  that  the  debate  be  made  the 
first  order  of  the  day  for  next  day.  Theze 
was  nothing  in  the  statement  that  there  was 
another  matter  to  be  discussed.  Both  matters 
could  be  discussed.  At  any  rate,  the  House 
could  fix  a  time,  and  he  hoped  the  next  day 
would  be  the  time  fixed.  It  was  necessary  that 
some  affirmative  decision  of  the  House  should 
be  come  to  with  reference  to  this  matter.  He 
had  presented  a  petition  on  the  very  first  dav 
of  the  session,  and  it  only  now  came  up,  with 
some  fifty  others,  to  be  shelved  by  being  "  re- 
ferred to  the  Government  for  consideration.'* 
It  was  not  tolerable  that  these  matters  should 
be  left  over  till  another  session.  He  would  be 
prepared  to  support  a  motion  that  a  Commis- 
sion be  set  up  m  the  recess  to  deal  with  these 
claims,  which  had  been  sent  in  in  time  accord- 
ing to  law,  but  which  the  petitioners  considered 
had  not  been  dealt  with  adequately  or  properly 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Crown  Lands. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  accept  the  assurance  given  by  the  Premier. 
It  would,  perhaps,  be  all  the  better  for,  and 
more  in  the  interests  of,  the  old  soldiers  if 
some  time  were  allowed  before  the  matter  was 
brought  up  for  consideration.  He  trusted^ 
therefore,  the  honourable  member  would  with- 
draw the  amendment. 

Mr.  CADMAN,  as  one  who  represented  a  large 
number  of  old  soldiers,  was  inclined  to  indorse 
the  advice  of  the  last  speaker  that  honour- 
able members  should  accept  the  assurance  of 
the  Premier,  and  have  some  subsequent  day 
for  the  consideration  of  this  matter. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  this  question  had  been 
in  fact  burked  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
He  could  not  at  the  present  time  withdraw 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  ALLEN  understood  that  the  only  dif- 
ficulty in  the  way  was  that  the  further  oon- 
sideration  of  the  Ellesmere-scrip  question  had 
been  fixed  for  next  day.  That  difficulty  might 
be  got  over  by  making  that  the  second  order  of 
the  day,  and  making  the  question  now  under 
discussion  the  first  order. 

Mr.  SHERA  intended  to  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, because  he  did  not  think  it  right  ta 
postpone  the  consideration  of  this  question 
indefinitely.  It  was  not  the  proper  way  to 
treat  these  old  soldiers,  and  he  hoped  his  new 
collea^e  from  Auckland  would  vote  with  him 
on  this  question,  and  not  allow  Parliament 
to  close  its  doors  against  the  claims  of  the 
old  soldiers. 

Mr.  0 'CONOR  thought  it  would  probably 
satisfy  both  sides  if  the  Premier  fixed  a  day — a 
day  a  short  time  ahead — instead  of  next  day. 
There  was  a  feeling  in  the  House,  and  he  shared 
it,  that  some  of  these  petitions  which  had 
been  presented  early  in  the  session  were  now 
being  practically  shelved.  He  hoped  his  sug- 
gestion would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  stated  that  he 
would  give  the  House  another  opportunity  of 
considering  this  report,  and,  having  given  that- 
assurance,  he  could  not  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.   O'CONOR  would  ask  the  Premier  to 
I  allow  Tuesday  to  be  named.    In  justice  to  a 
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large  proportion  of  honourable  members  who 
Totod  with  the  Premier  on  the  laat  division, 
and  who  were  pledged  to  support  these  old 
soldiers'  claims,  he  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  deal  with  this  question. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said,  as  one  who  repre- 
sented a  district  in  which  a  large  number  of 
persons  lived  who  were  deeply  interested  in  this 
question,  )ie  would  have  liked  to  have  something 
definite  from  the  Premier.  He  could  see,  how- 
ever, that  the  time  was  going  to  be  wasted  till 
half -past  five  o'clock,  and  he  was  very  sorry  to 
see  it.  As  he  had  said,  some  of  his  constituents 
were  deeply  interested  in  this  question,  and  he 
was  content  to  accept  the  offer  of  the  Minister 
that  a  further  opportunity  should  be  afforded 
for  discussing  the  question. 

The  House  divided. 
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Majority  against,  18. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed 
to. 

MR.  EARNSHAW  AND  THE  GOVERN- 
MENT. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— There  has  been  a  great 
deal  said.  Sir,  about  the  old  soldiers'  claims 
to-day.  I  desire  now  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  House  the  question  of  the  young  soldiers' 
claims  upon  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
sit  on  the  Ministerial  benches ;  and,  to  be  in 
order,  I  beg  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  Although  I  have  been  for  nearly  three 
years  in  the  House,  this  is  the  first  time  that 
I  have  taken  the  opportunity  of  moving  the 
adjournment  of  the  House.  It  is  therefore 
with  considerable  reluctance  that  I  avail  my- 
self of  this  part  of  the  procedure  of  the  House 
to  bring  before  it  a  matter  personal  to  myself, 
because  I  believe,  as  far  as  possible,  in  expe- 
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diting  business,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  have  always  tried  to  do  that.  But  circum- 
stances which  have  happened  within  the  last 
week  or  two  have  placed  me  in  such  a  position 
in  this  House  that  I  think  it  right,  and  due  to 
my  own  honour,  to  my  position  in  the  House, 
and  to  my  constituents,  that  I  should  state  to 
honourable  members  what  has  occurred,  be- 
cause throughout  my  whole  life  I  have  never 
allowed  myself  to  stand  in  a  false  position,  nor 
will  I  do  so  now.  Now,  from  the  time  I  came 
into  this  House  up  to  the  present  I  claim  that 
I  have  been  a  loyal  and  consistent  supporter 
of  the  present  Government.  But,  Sir,  to  my 
astonishment,  last  Friday  noon  the  Govern- 
ment Whip,  Mr.  Charles  Mills,  came  to  me, 
and  told  me,  in  the  A  to  L  Committee- room, 
where  a  conference  was  to  be  held,  that  the 
Premier  had  seriously  considered  the  expell- 
ing of  myself  from  the  Government  Whips' 
room  and  from  the  Government  party.  I  told 
the  honourable  gentleman  then  that  that 
course  was  such  a  grave  one  that  I  should  re- 
quire his  intimation  of  it  to  be  in  writing ; 
and  I  think  that  every  member  of  the  House 
will  admit  that  to  be  a  proper  request.  I 
was  greatly  surprised  at  such  a  statement 
being  made  to  me,  considering  the  position  I 
have  always  taken  up  in  support  of  the  present 
Government;  and  I  say  there  has  been  no 
member  of  that  party  in  this  House,  and  more 
ospecially  outside  of  the  House,  who  has  more 
supported  them  during  the  last  two  years— even 
on  points  upon  which  I  thought  they  were 
wrong — than  myself. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Oh ! 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Yes,  Sir,  because  I 
understand  party  government  to  be  this  :  that 
you  cannot  have  everything  as  you  would  like 
it,  but  if,  in  the  main,  your  party  carry  out 
the  policy  with  which  you  agree,  you  must  to  a 
large  extent  give  way  upon  the  minor  details. 
That  is  the  true  principle  of  party  govern- 
ment ;  and  while  I  have  been  here  I  have  un- 
doubtedly supported  the  Government  in  all  the 
main  lines  of  their  policy,  and  I  have  also 
defended  them  on  minor  points,  even  when  I 
did  not  think  they  were  right.  As  I  say,  I  told 
the  Whip  of  the  party  that  the  position  in 
which  I  was  placed  was  of  so  grave  a  character 
that  I  should  require  his  communication  in 
writing;  and  when  I  left  him,  and  was  going 
home,  it  occurred  to  me  that,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  characteristics  of  the  Premier,  it  was 
possible  that  some  day  I  might  find  myself, 
like  Mahomet's  coffin,  hung  between  his  version 
and  mine  of  what  occurred  on  this  occasion. 
Therefore  I  took  the  opportunity  of  writing  to 
the  Whip  the  following  letter,  which  I  propose 
to  read  to  the  House : — 

•'  Friday,  18th  August,  1893. 

**  Deab  Sib, — With  regard  to  certain  repre- 
sentations and  communications  that  you  in 
your  capacity  as  Government  Whip,  conveyed 
from  the  Premier  to  myself  this  morning,  to 
the  effect  that  the  Government  seriously  con- 
sidered excluding  myself  from  the  Whips' room 
and  the  party,  I  desire  to  intimate  to  you  that 
such  a   course    is   so  grave  in  its  character - 
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that  I  request  of  you  that  any  suoh  intimation 
should  be  in  writing,  when  X  shall  give  it  my 
most  serious  consideration  and  a  frank  and 
plain  reply.— I  have,  Ac, 

*'WiixiAM  Eabnshaw. 

««  Mr.  C.  H.  Mills,  M.H.R., 

'*  Government  Whip." 

This  was  on  Friday  at  noon ;  and  at  midnight 
the  same  day  I  received  the  following  from  the 
Whip :  and  I  may  say  that  I  could  not  help 
seeing  that  the  Premier  had  had  my  letter 
placed  in  his  hand  during  the  afternoon : — 

"  Wellington,  18th  August,  1893. 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this 
date,  re  the  Government  being  dissatisfied  with 
your  action  as  one  of  their  party,  and  con- 
sequently wishing  you  to  define  your  position, 
I  regret  that  both  in  speaking  and  voting  this 
session  you  have  not  accorded  that  loyal 
support  which  the  Government  might  reason- 
ably have  expected  from  the  member  who 
seconded  the  Address  in  Beply,  and  who  was 
also  one  of  those  who  attended' the  first  caucus 
and  expressed  his  general  approbation  of  the 
Government  policy. 

"  I  must  now  leave  it  to  you  to  justify  the 
course  you  have  taken,  and  which,  to  myself 
and  the  party,  has  been  inexplicable. — Faith- 
fully yours,  "  0.  H.  Mills, 

''Government  Whip." 

"  William  Eamshaw,  M.H.R." 

Well,  that  letter  was  so  slighting  in  its  cha- 
racter, and  so  indefinite,  that  I  adopted  the 
Premier's  suggestion,  given,  I  think,  a  fortnight 
before  under  similar  circumstances,  which  I 
shall  speak  of  later  on,  when  he  told  me,  if  I 
had  any  trouble,  I  should  always  apply  to  him 
direct.  I  did  so  by  the  following  letter  on  the 
2l8t  August : — 

"  21st  August,  1898. 

**  Dear  Sir, — Last  Friday,  i^t  noon,  Mr.  C. 
n.  Mills,  Government  Whip,  informed  me  that 
you  seriously  considered  excluding  myself  from 
the  Whips'  room  and  the  Government  party 
— in  fact,  that  he  had  been  twice  advised  so 
to  act. 

"  I  enclose  copy  of  correspondence  that  has 
ensued,  the  originals  of  which  I  assume  that 
you  have. 

"  As  I  entirely  fail  to  understand  the  motive 
and  particular  circumstance  why  this  insult 
should  be  offered  to  myself,  I  desire,  at  your 
earliest  convenience,  a  detailed  statement  where- 
in I  have  failed  as  a  labour  member,  what 
pledges  to  my  constituents  I  have  broken,  what 
principles  of  progressive  Liberalism  I  have  de- 
parted from,  what  departr^  from  the  policy 
of  the  Liberal  party  I  have  made  that  warrants 
you  in  this  extreme  course  of  aotioA  towards 
myself.— rl  have,  &c., 

'*  WiLUAH  EARNBHAW. 

"  Hon.  R.  J.  Seddon,  Premier." 
To  this  I  received  the  following  reply ; — 
'*  Premier's  Office, 
"  Wellington,  23ird  Au^ist,  1893. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  21st  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  coire- 
Mr.  Earnshato 


spondence  which  has  passed  between  yourself 
and  Mr.  C.  H.  Mills,  M.H.R. 

**  I  have  no  desire  to  enter  into  a  controversy 
on  this,  to  me,  somewhat  painful  subject.  Mr. 
Mills  stated  my  views  fairly  well  when,  in 
his  letter,  he  said  you  had  not  accorded  the 
Government  that  loyal  support  which  we  might 
have  reasonably  expected. 

"As  to  the  question  of  details  mentioned 
in  your  letter,  you  are  not  answerable  to  the 
Government,  but  to  your  constituents. — Yours 
faithfully,  "  R.  J.  Seddon. 

"  W.  Eamshaw,  Esq.,  M.H.R., 
•'  Wellington." 

I  have  read  this  correspondence  because  I 
want  it  to  go  now  to  my  constituents,  so  -that 
they  will  be  able  to  judge  of  me  when  1  go  to 
meet  them.  Now  with  regard  to  seconding 
the  Address  in  Reply  :  When  I  was  coming  up 
to  Wellington,  at  the  Christchurch  Railway- 
station  1  received  a  telegram  from  the  honour- 
able gentleman  requesting  me  to  second  the 
Address  in  Reply.  I  had  but  a  moment  before 
going  down  to  catch  the  boat,  and  I  went  into 
the  railway  office  and  asked  them  kindly  to  wire 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  I  would  do 
so.  I  think  the  wire  was,  "  Many  thanks ;  will 
do  the  best  I  can."  When  I  seconded  that 
Address  I  understood  that  the  policy  of  the 
Government  was  to  be  simply  a  continuation 
of  the  policy  of  the  late  Mr.  Ballance.  That, 
I  think,  will  be  fairly  accepted  by  every  member 
of  the  House.  I  heartily  and  thoroughly  gave 
my  support  to  the  proposal  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  meet  this  House  as 
Premier  this  session,  and,  I  think,  when  in 
Wellington  I  was  the  only  one  who  openly  and 
fairly  said  I  thought  he  had  won  his  spurs,  and 
deserved  to  be  Premier  this  session,  whatever 
my  personal  views  might  be  as  to  any  other 
honourable  gentleman  that  occupies  a  seat 
in  this  House.  So  that  I  think  honourable 
members  will  say  that  I  have  given  him  fair- 
play.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  caucus,  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  courteous  to  say  anything 
about  it,  but  I  never  said  a  word  at  that  meet- 
ing. The  honourable  gentleman  laid  down  his 
policy,  and  we  made  him  Premier  unanimously. 
I  thizik  the  general  line  of  policy  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  placed  before  the  cau- 
cus was  generally  accepted;  but  I  do  not  .see 
that  I  was  in  any  way  bound  to  the  chariot- 
wheel  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  is 
within  the  honourable  gentleman's  recollection 
that  a  number  of  those  who  were  present  said 
they  could  not  adhere  to  all  the  lines  of  his 
policy ;  and  yet  they  are  still  regarded  by  him 
as  belonging  to  the  party.  With  regard  to 
his  policy  this  session,  there  has  been  only  one 
Government  main  policy  measure  this  session. 
and  that  has  been  the  Electoral  Bill;  and 
have  I  gone  behind  the  Premier  in  that?  I 
say  that,  as  it  was  brought  down  by  Mr.  Bal- 
lance, I  have  supported  it  loyally.  Last  year  I 
supported  it,  and  it  was  only  when  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  departed  from  the  lines  of  last 
year  that  I  challenged  the  issue.  So  much  for 
that.  But  let  me  go  back  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  dissension.    It  was  when  I  spoke 
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on  the  Financial  Statement  that  the  first  issue 
arose.    I  chose — and  later  events  have  shown 
that  I  had    sound   grounds    for   so  choosing 
—I  chose  to  dissent  from  the  lino  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  took  at  that  time.    The 
comments  I  made  at  that  time  brought  down 
on  my  head  the  censure  of  the  Minister  of 
Labour.    I  made  a  remark  in  that  speech  as  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  the  day  after- 
wards sent  to  me  and  said  he  wished  to  have 
an  interview  with  me.    He  asked  me  to  go  into 
the  Colonial  Secretary's  room,  which  I  did. 
He  charged  me  with  having  made  a  statement 
to  the  effect  that  perhaps  he  was   as  much 
tmder  the   thumb  of   the  liquor  ring  as  any 
other  honourable  gentleman.    He  placed  one 
construction  on  what  I  said,  and  I  placed  an- 
other.   I  said  the  statement  he  made  was  not 
correct ;  but  I  said  that  when  my  uncorrected 
Hansard  proof  came  down,  if  it  was  found  that 
I  said  anything  to  impugn  his  honour  I  would 
freely  and  unreservedly  withdraw  it.    He  was 
not  content,  and  begged  me  to  come  into  the 
House  and  withdraw  it,  as  he  felt  personally 
hurt.    I  said,  '*  I  will  go  down  at  once  and  un- 
reservedly withdraw  the  construction  you  say 
is  to  be  placed  upon  it."    And  the  honourable 
gentleman  knows  I  came  right  down  and  went 
to  my  table  and  wrote  it  out,  and  as  soon  as 
the  House  went  on  with  the  Financial  State- 
ment I  rose  in  my  place  and  withdrew  it.    That 
is  within  the  recollection  of  the  House.    Now, 
what  occurred    in    the  interval    between  his 
getting  that  pledge  from  me  and  my  making 
the  statement  in  the  House  ?    He  did  an  action 
that  I  think  is  unprecedented  in  parliamentary 
etiquette.     As  soon  as  he  got  that  pledge  from 
me  he  said  he  was  going  to  convene  the  labour 
members  together,  and  place  the  question  in 
their  hands  whether  he  should  resign  his  port- 
folio or  not.    I  said,  **  That  is   a  question  for 
your  own  concern";  but  I  thought  it  an  unfair 
thing  to  me,  when  in  honour  I  said  I  would  do 
all  I  possibly  could.    Well,  this  conference  took 
place.    What  occurred  there  of  course  I  am 
not  aware  of,  but  the  subject  of  that  caucus  was 
myself,  and  yet  neither  the  labour  members 
in  this  House  nor  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  the  courtesy  or  the  honour  to  ask  me  to 
h6  there.      I   believe   they  passed  a  vote  of 
confidence  in   the  honourable  gentleman.    I 
trust  that  I  shall  never  be  in  such  a  position 
as  to  have  to  go  and  beg  of  members  to  pass 
a  vote  of  confidence  in  me.    Whatever  they 
might  do  I  would  face  it,  but  I  should  never  act 
in  that  way.     And  I  think  it  was  not  '*  good 
form  "  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  do  such 
a  thing.    Now,  I  do  not  care  whatever  might 
have  been  the  result  of  that  caucus,  but  I  ask 
bonoorable  gentlemen  to  look  at  it  in  this 
way :  Had  they  passed  a  vote  of  censure  on 
me  on  that  occasion,  I  undoubtedly  should  have 
had  to  walk  over  to  those  Opposition  benches  : 
that  would  have  been  my  definite  place,  and  I 
flay  it  ygfiE  not  a  proper  thing  for  them  to 
plaoe  me   in  that  position.     I   do  not  know 
whether  the  Government  think  that   because 
I  supported  a  private  member's  motion  on  a 
pBvaite  member's  day,  at  about  eleven  o'clock 


at  night,  that  we  should  continue  the  business, 
and  not  support  the  Premier,  who,  I  think,  was 
entirely  wrong  in  moving  the  adjournment  on  a 
private  members'  day  at  that  hour,  when  there 
were  Bills  of  importance  to  come  on.  There 
was  the  Bill  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida,  which  I  consider  to  be  a  question 
of  paramount  importance  in  this  House,  and 
which  I  dare  say  all  parties  were  trying  to 
burke.  But  I  do  not  think  I  can  be  held  to 
have  broken  faith  with  my  party  in  supporting 
an  honourable  member's  motion  that  the  busi- 
ness should  continue  till  half-past  twelve,  and 
I  know  of  no  circumstance  with  which  I  can 
charge  my  mind  as  to  my  having  broken  faith 
with  the  Liberal  party.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  in  this  House  from  time  to  time  about 
servile  followers.  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  any  such  man  as  a  servile  follower,  but 
I  unhesitatingly  say  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Premier  and  the  Minister  of  Labour  towards 
myself  is  an  evident  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  compel  a  servile  following. 
I  do  not  know  whether  they  think  I  am  fit 
material  to  make  a  shocking  example  of ;  my 
opinion  is,  they  have  come  against  a  snag.  In 
my  humble  position  in  life,  I  have  always 
stated  my  convictions,  and  whether  I  stand  in 
the  House  or  go  out  I  shall  always  do  the  same 
thing.  Now,  I  have  said — and  there  are  good 
grounds  for  it — with  regard  to  this  question 
that  has  been  before  us,>  and  which  another 
member  has  referred  to,  but  which  I  will  merely 
mention,  and  I  am  not  going  to  speak  about — 
I  mean,  a  reform  of  the  liquor  traffic — that 
the  Government  have  not  taken  up  the  position 
that  as  a  Liberal  Government  they  might  be 
expected  to  take.  I  think  that  what  I  have 
stated  before,  that  they  were  not  favourable  to 
that  position,  has  been  borne  out,  and  this  will 
be  still  further  evident  as  the  session  goes  on. 
It  may  be  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
studying  to  organize  a  solid  phalanx  round  him, 
and  perhaps  be  thinks — it  is  fair  to  assume 
that  he  thinks  —  that  I  should  not  be  of  so 
much  value  to  him  as  some  other  honourable 
gentlemen  who  will  be  fighting  in  the  some 
political  arena  in  Dunedin  as  myself.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  I  shall  go  down  to  Dunedin  and 
fight  my  battle  alone.  I  shall  decline  the 
honourable  gentleman's  support,  and  I  shall 
stand  on  my  feet  as  a  man,  and  it  will  go  hard 
that  I  do  not  come  in  at  the  top  of  the  poll. 

Mr.  FISH.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man may  laugh. 

Mr.  FISH.— I  should  think  I  would. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  shall  meet  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  Philippi.  In  my  speech  on 
the  Financial  Statement  I  said  that  I  could 
not  leave  my  party — that  reform  must  come 
from  within.  And  I  cannot  leave  the  principles 
I  hold  simply  because  the  honourable  gentle- 
man chooses  to  turn  me  out  of  the  Govern- 
ment Whips'  room,  and  I  am  not  going  to  do 
so.  I  am  very  soiTy  to  have  to  bring  this  case 
before  the  House,  because  I  am  not  like  the 
honourable  gentleman.  I  want,  whatever  posi- 
tion I  hold  in  this  House,  the  House  to  under- 
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fitand  distinctly  the  political  position  I  take  np, 
and  that  is  more  than  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  Qlr.  Fish)  can  say  for  him- 
self. The  honouraole  gentleman  need  not  in- 
terrupt me,  because  I  think  he  must  know  by 
this  time  that  I  am  quite  able  to  meet  him  at 
any  time.  If  he  will  only  wait  a  short  while 
he  shall  have  a  bellyful.  Now,  Sir,  I  want  to 
tell  the  Government  that,  though  they  have 
chosen  to  slight  me,  I  am  not  going  to  leave 
the  Government  party.  They  may  exclude  me 
from  the  Whips'  room,  but  they  cannot  pre- 
vent me  from  supporting  those  measures  which 
I  believe  to  be  for  the  public  good.  But  I  have 
done  with  them  now.  I  want  to  say  a  word  or 
two  to  the  Labour  party ;  and  I  do  not  include 
the  Minister  of  Labour  in  that  party.  X  mean 
those  six  members  who  are  in  this  House  as 
working-men,  and  who  when  they  go  out  will 
go  back  to  their  workshops.  I  say  that  they 
were  ill-advised  with  regard  to  the  course  of 
action  they  chose  to  take  with  regard  to  my- 
self, and  I  warn  them  that,  be  they  ever  so 
strong,  if  they  permit  the  Premier  to  attack 
one  of  their  number,  they  may  one  by  one 
receive  the  same  treatment;  and  I  only  hope 
that,  if  they  ever  get  into  that  unfortunate 
position,  they  will  be  able  to  take  up  the  same 
position  as  I  have  taken  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS. — I  beg  to  second  the  mo- 
tion. I  may  say  that  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Peninsula  has  to-day  placed  the  matter, 
so  far  as  he  and  I  are  concerned,  fairly  before 
the  House.  I  may,  however,  say  that,  previous 
to  any  correspondence,  and  previous  to  the 
financial  debate,  the  honourable  gentleman 
made  one  or  two  remarks  of  a  somewhat  jocular 
kind  to  the  effect  that  he  was  not  quite  satis- 
fied with  us ; — nothing  beyond  that.  Then,  to 
my  astonishment,  on  the  night  of  the  financial 
debate  I  heard  certain  remarks  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  affecting  not  only  one 
member  of  the  Government,  but  others  as 
well,  which  seemed  to  me  clearly  outside  what 
he  should  have  said  in  the  House,  especially  as 
no  communication  had  been  made  to  me  or  to 
the  Premier. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.  — Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  say  what  those  remarks  were  ? 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS. — One  of  the  remarks  was 
that  in  future  he  should  look  upon  himself  as 
an  independent  member.  Alluding  to  the  Go- 
vernment, he  said  the  party  must  purge  itself 
from  within.  In  speaking  to  him  afterwards  I 
said  to  him  that,  if  he  had  a  grievance  against 
the  Government,  what  he  should  have  done 
was  to  have  written  to  the  Premier  first,  and 
then,  if  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  explana- 
tion he  got,  he  could  have  addressed  the  House, 
as  he  did  at  that  time.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man will  recollect  that. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  do  not. 

Mr.  C.  H.  LULLS.— Well,  that  is  what  took 
place.  As  to  the  statement  that  the  Premier 
had  attacked  him  as  one  of  the  labour  mem- 
bers, I  give  that  a  most  emphatic  denial.  I 
cannot  help  saying  that  if  there  was  any  attack 
at  all  it  must  have  come  from  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Peninsula  himself,  and  not 
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from  the  Government ;  for  I  am  positive  that, 
nothing  could  be  further  from  the  wish  of 
the  Government  and  their  party  than  to  try 
in  any  way  to  exclude  from  that  party  a  single 
labour  member  of  this  House.  But  I  thmk 
that  the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks  with 
regard  to  labour  members  is  rather  misplaced ; 
and  I  disapprove  of  the  term,  for,  to  my  mind, 
we  all  stand  on  the  same  level  in  this  House. 
With  regard  to  another  remark  he  made,  as 
to  the  Government  wishing  to  have  a  servile 
following,  I  do  not  think  that  anything  hag 
been  done  to  justify  any  such  statement  as 
that.  Over  and  over  again  I  have  heard  the 
honourable  gentleman  say,  when  sitting  on  the 
bench  near  here,  that  he  would  not  be  a  servile 
follower  of  any  party.  Well,  Sir,  in  conversa- 
tion with  the  honourable  gentleman,  what  I 
did  say  was  this:  that  his  actions  were  not 
consistent  with  loyalty  to  his  party ;  and  I  say 
so  again.  Not  only  in  the  House,  but  in  the 
Whips'  room  also,  he  used  to  say  things  that, 
to  my  mind,  showed  that  he  was  not  a  member 
who  wsbs  acting  with  fealty  to  his  party,  but 
one  who  was  rather  disclosing  a  feeling  of  veiled 
rebellion. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  rise  to  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  say  what  those  remarks 
were. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
cannot  speak  unless  the  honourable  member  in 
possession  of  the  Chair  gives  way. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS.— I  think  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  it  has  been  shown  that  all  the 
party,  and  not  the  Government  alone,  had  a  fair 
understanding  one  with  another.  I  alluded  to 
the  fact  that  at  the  caucus  meeting  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Peninsula  fairly  pledged 
himself  to  support  the  Government  policy, 
and  also  the  Government  as  then  constituted. 
Afterwards  I  said  to  him  that  it  would  be  fairer 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  wrote  to  the  Pre- 
mier, and  that  he  was  wrong  in  not  doing  so. 
Then  I  received  the  letter,  and  sent  the  reply, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  read  to 
the  House ;  and  I  think  that  correspondenoe 
fairly  explains  the  position  up  to  that  time. 
But  now.  Sir,  I  think  I  have  some  cause  for 
complaint  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
never  mentioned  a  word  to  me  since  about 
bringing  this  matter  before  the  House.  It  was 
only  by  mere  chance  that  I  came  in  just  now 
from  the  Committee-room,  or  I  should  not  have 
been  here  when  he  was  speaking.  I  think,  ia 
fairness,  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  not 
to  have  brought  these  charges  before  the 
House  without  giving  warning  to  honourable 
members.  However,  I  will  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  by  saying  more,  beyond 
this :  that  there  was  no  wish  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  or  of  the  party,  to  exclude  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula — quite 
the  reverse;  and ^ the  tenor  of  any  conversa- 
tion I  have  had  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  been  in  reference  to  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  said  and  Implied  in  this  House. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— What  is  the  statement  ? 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS.— The  statement  is  in 
regard  to  tlie  reply  to  the  letter  you  sent. 
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Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Sent  by  instructions. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS.— I  did  not  interrupt  the 
honourable  gentleman  when  he  was  speaking, 
-and  I  do  not  think  he  should  interrupt  me.  I 
am  quite  satisfied,  as  far  as  the  party  are  con- 
cerned, he  has  not  the  slightest  cause  for  com- 
plaint ;  but  we  wish  to  band  ourselves  together, 
and  we  wish  to  pull  together :  and  I  say  that, 
if  any  one  of  the  party  forgets  his  party  ties 
and  aoto  as  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Peninsula  has  done,  it  is  only  consistent  that 
he  should  go  to  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
My  own  idea  of  party  ties  is  this  :  that  we 
should  stand  together,  and  that,  unless  there 
is  some  particular  and  very  important  reason 
for  change,  no  one  should  leave  those  who  are 
defending  the  fort. 

Mr,  REEVES.— -I  rise,  not  to  reply  to  cer- 
-tain  remarks  of  the  honourable  memoer  for  the 
Peninsula  which  might  be  considered  as  an 
attack  or  reflection  on  myself,  but  to  explain 
my  view  with  regard  to  certain  matters  outside 
the  House  to  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man alluded.  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
thought  it  right  to  give  a  description  of  a  con- 
versation which  took  place  between  him  and 
myself.  If  I  cannot  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it 
was  stipulated  that  that  conversation  should 
be  strictly  private  and  confidential,  I  can  only 
say  that  I  regarded  it  as  private,  and  am  sur- 
prised that  he  should  have  treated  it  other- 
wise. However,  I  admit  that,  so  far  as  I  recol- 
lect, there  was  no  absolute  stipulation  that  it 
should  be  confidential.  The  honourable  mem- 
er  will  remember  the  instance  in  the  financial 
debate  to  which  he  alluded,  and  the  remarks 
he  then  made.  I  spoke  to  him  of  the  exceed- 
ingly grave  charge  he  had  made  against  my 
colleagues  and  myself,  and  he  would  not  accept 
the  very  ample  assurance  I  gave  that  it  was 
entirely  unfounded,  and  he  went  on  making  that 
charge  in  face  of  my  repeated  denial.  It  was  a 
charge  that  involved  dishonour  on  myself  and 
my  colleagues.  Therefore  next  day  I  consulted 
ft  personal  friend  outside  the  House  who  was 
sopposed  to  be  a  personal  friend  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  as  well  as  of  myself,  and  he 
advised  me  to  have  a  friendly  chat  with  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula.  My 
excuse  is  that  up  to  that  time  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Peninsula  and  myself  had  been 
on  exceedingly  friendly  terms,  and  during  the 
two  years  and  a  half  that  I  have  known  him 
there  has  not  been  the  slightest  shadow  of  dif- 
ference between  us,  and  the  similarity  of  views 
between  him  and  myself  on  many  important 
qnestions  is  well  known.  The  honourable 
gentleman  states  that  at  this  private  conver- 
sation I  begged  of  him  to  withdraw  a  certain 
remark  he  made.  That  is  not  the  case.  I 
Baid  I  thought  he  ought  to  withdraw  it.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  when  he  saw 
his  uncorrected  Hansard  proof,  if  he  had  made 
that  remark,  he  would  withdraw  it.  I  said 
I  did  not  care  what  ten  or  twenty  uncorrected 
JBan9ard  proofs  said,  I  recollected  exactly 
what  he  said.  He  then  said  he  would  with- 
•draw  it,  and  he  did  that  in  a  very  handsome 
waj,  and,  as  he  met  me  half-way,  I  acknow- 


ledged the  withdrawal.  The  House  must  not 
be  led  to  the  belief  that,  after  I  got  the  pledge 
from  him  that  he  would  withdraw  the  charge, 
I  went  behind  his  back  and,  without  giving 
him  notice,  called  a  meeting  of  the  labour 
members.  That  is  not  the  case.  What  hap- 
pened is  this :  that  after  that  particular  con- 
versation I  pointed  out  to  him  that  the  only 
way  in  which  the  labour  party,  with  which  I 
was  connected,  could  hope  for  success  in  ob- 
taining certain  legislation  on  which  we  set 
great  value  was,  that  there  should  be  absolute 
unanimity  in  the  party,  and  that  the  cordial 
support  which  the  gentlemen  composing  that 
party  had  always  given  me  should  be  con- 
tinued. I  pointed  out  the  difficulty  there  was 
in  forcing  labour  legislation  through  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  pointed  out,  also,  that  I  could 
not  expect  any  success  unless  I  had  the  most 
cordial  support  in  the  House  from  all  the 
labour  party.  The  honourable  gentleman  then 
gave  me  to  understand  that,  in  spite  of  that, 
he  would  insist  on  having  a  free  hand. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  REEVES.— The  honourable  gentleman 
said  that,  while  he  meant  to  support  mea- 
sures that  he  thought  right,  still,  he  was  going 
to  adopt  a  different  attitude  in  the  future. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  must  beg  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  pardon  me  if  I  ask  him  to 
allow  me  to  explain.  I  said  that  I  would  un- 
hesitatingly withdraw  the  charge,  and  after 
the  honourable  gentleman  got  that  from  me 
he  said  he  would  convene  a  meeting  of  the 
labour  party :  and  he  convened  that  meeting, 
and  called  to  it  four  members  of  the  Upper 
House, — which  was  a  most  improper  thing  to 
do  against  a  member  of  this  House.  Then 
I  said,  <*You  can  take  that  course  if  you 
choose." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
will  see  that  he  is  making  a  second  speech, 
which  he  is  not  entitled  to  do. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Yes;  it  was  at  that  meeting 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  agreed  to  with- 
draw the  words  he  used.  Then  the  conversa- 
tion went  ofi  into  a  channel  not  intended,  and 
he  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  did  not 
care.  I  think  that  was  the  expression  he  used, 
"  I  do  not  care.  I  shall,  of  course,  assume  a 
different  attitude  from  what  I  have  done  before, 
and  I  shall  speak  my  mind,"  and  so  forth. 
Then  I  said,  "  Very  well,"— that  I  should  call 
the  labour  members  together  and  point  out  to 
them  the  necessity  for  our  working  absolutely 
unanimously  together,  and  observing  a  friendly 
and  cordial  attitude  towards  one  another, 
and  that  if  I  did  not  think  I  should  have 
that  support  I  looked  for  I  should  probably 
quit  the  Ministry.  The  honourable  member 
for  Heathcote  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  City,  my  colleague  (Mr.  Sand- 
ford),  were  away  at  Taranaki  at  the  time  I 
asked  the  labour  members  to  meet  me.  Then 
we  had  a  hasty  and  impromptu  little  talk. 
The  honourable  member  for  Invorcargill,  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Pinkerton),  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Waixau  were  at  the  meeting. 
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Mr.  EARNSHAW.— And  where  was  the 
member  for  the  Peninsula? 

Mr.  BEEVES.-— I  do  not  know  where  he 
was,  unless  he  was  in  the  House.  But  there 
was  no  attack  made  upon  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  all.  The  honourable  gentlemen 
whose  names  I  have  mentioned  will  bear  me 
out  in  that.  Nothing  but  the  kindest  things 
were  said  about  him,  and  all  I  said  about 
him  was  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  absolutely 
cordial  union  between  myself  and  the  labour 
phalanx  in  the  House.  I  referred  to  the  fact 
of  the  unbroken  and  generous  and  cordial  sup- 
port I  had  from  these  gentlemen  in  the  House 
and  out  of  it,  and  then  I  asked  if  I  could 
depend  on  that  in  the  future. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— Where  did  I  fail  in  the 
Liberal  policy  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES.— I  submitted  that  to  them, 
and  said  that  if  I  could  not  depend  on  that  in 
future  I  should  consider  my  position,  and  con- 
sider whether  it  was  worth  while  going  on  in 
the  Govenmient.  And  I  appeal  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Invercargill,  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Pinkerton), 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Wairau  as 
to  whether  what  I  have  given  is  not  a  fair 
sketch  of  what  passed  at  that  meeting.  As  to 
the  reflections  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Peninsula  on  the  Government,  I 
am  not  here  to  bandy  words  with  him.  I  only 
say,  honourable  gentlemen  remember  what 
passed  on  the  financial  debate,  and  they  will 
oe  able  to  judge  whether  the  first  attack  came 
from  me,  or  from  the  Premier,  or  from  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula,  and 
whether  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  attacks 
ever  made  by  a  Government  supporter  did  not 
emanate  from  him. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— -I  must  deprecate  these  re- 
criminations between  one  member  and  another. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— Why? 

Mr.  TAYLOB. —  I  was  a  member  of  the 
caucus  when  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Peninsula  was  present,  and  he  pledged  him- 
self, as  far  as  I  am  able  to  understand,  to 
support  the  present  Premier. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  per- 
sonal explanation.    I  never  said  one  word. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— Why  this  change  of  front? 
I  can  tell  you.  We  have  had  a  disturbing 
element  introduced  into  this  country  during 
this  session  in  the  person  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua.  Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  accounts  for  my  friend 
turning  tail  on  the  Government.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  say  this :  We  have  no  right  to  have  an 
excommunicated  man,  a  spy 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— I  ask  if  the  term  "  spy  " 
is  a  correct  one  to  apply  to  me. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— Did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man use  the  word  in  relation  to  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Peninsula  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— No ;  I  will  tell  you  what  I 
said.  It  was  this:  It  is  very  undesirable  to 
have  a  spy  behind  the  Government.  If  my 
honourable  friend  objects  to  the  word  I  will 
withdraw  it.  Of  all  the  speeches  that  have 
been  mode  his  is  one  of  the  most  extraordi- 


nary. I  can  account  for  it.  This  honour- 
able gentleman,  the  member  for  Inangahua, 
has  been  stroked  down  the  back;  he  has* 
been  patted  by  the  newspapers  as  the  coming 
man.  He  is  going  to  **  make  it  rough  "  for  the 
Government,  and  is  going,  I  suppose— not  to 
be  a  dynamiter,  because  that  is  all  exploded. 
Well,  I  am  astonished,  absolutely  astonished, 
at  the  honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula, 
because  he  was  sent  here 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— Give  way  to  the  Premier. 

Mr.  TAYLOB. — I  give  way  to  no  nuin.  0£ 
course,  if  you  like  to  make  a  statement,  and 
then  make  an  abject  apology,  I  shall  not. 
Apologize  I  I  never  apologize.  When  I  make 
a  statement  I  stick  to  it,  excepting  from  a  par- 
liamentary point  of  view,  when  I  have  to  obey 
the  rulings  of  the  Chair.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Peninsula  admits  that  the  Ministec 
of  Labour  cast  him  into  a  corner.  What  did 
the  member  foi  the  Peninsula  do  ?  He  abso- 
lutely almost  went  down  on  his  knees,  and  said, 
*'  I  withdraw  all  these  insinuations  against  you 
and  the  Government,  and  therefore  will  start 
with  a  clean  sheet."  I  do  not  think  the  Go- 
vernment liad  any  right  to  deal  with  this 
gentleman  in  the  manner  they  did,  for  I  think 
they  ought  to  have  dropped  him  before.  He 
has  been  intriguing  for  the  last  three  weeks 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— Untrue  ;  utterly  untrue. 

Mr.  FISH. — That  is  unparliamentary. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— Intrigmng  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua.  I  have  a  right,  in 
discussing  a  question  of  this  kind,  to  ask  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula  whether 
there  has  not  been  intriguing  going  on. 

Mr.  PISH. — The  honourable  member  for  the 
Peninsula  has  twice  iterated  that  the  statement 
made  by  tbe  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  was  "  Untrue ;  utterly  untrue." 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  honourable  member 
knows  he  must  not  make  use  of  such  language. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.  —  I  absolutely  withdraw 
the  words ;  but  to  say  that  I  have  been  intrigu- 
ing with,  or  that  I  have  uttered  one  word  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  is  ab- 
solutely and  utterly  incorrect. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Allow  me  also  to  explain 
that  I  have  had  no  conversation  whatever  with 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula. 

Mr.  TAYLOB,— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua — when  ? 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No  conversation  about  the 
position  at  all. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— I  cannot  understand  these 
interruptions.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Peninsula  must  be  very  touchy.  Bead  h^ 
speech  on  the  Financial  Statement.  Bead  the 
whole  of  his  speeches. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— This  is  the  Government 
reply. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.—'*  The  Government  reply  "  I 
If  I  might  use  the  term,  after  what  they  did  for 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  last  general 
election 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.  — What  did  they  do  for 
me? 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— The  Liberal  party  gave  tl^e 
whole  of  their  weight  in  your  favour. 
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Mr.  EARN8HAW.— Untrue  ;  incorrect. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  —  I  should  like  to  ask  my 
hononrable  friend  whether  the  Conservatives 
put  him  in. 

Mr.  EARN  SHAW.  — I  followed  my  ovm 
course,  and  will  do  it  again. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  — I  should  like  these  con- 
tinual interruptions  to  cease.  I  have  only 
two  or  three  minutes  to  deal  with  an  import- 
ant question  of  this  kind,  and  I  should  like  to 
deal  with  it  from  a  fair,  impartial  point  of 
view.  Of  course,  I  am  prepared  to  do  this. 
The  hononrable  member  for  Heathcote  and 
other  honourable  members  have  a  right  to  say 
a  word  or  two  on  this  question  and  I  am  not 
going  to  take  up  any  further  time. 

Mr.  TAKNER.— Reference  has  been  made 
in  the  discussion  during  the  last  half-hour  to 
some  caucus  of  labour  members,  and  in  the 
term  "  labour  members  " — used  collectively — 
I  assume  that  I  am  included,  especially  as  a 
Tory  print  dignified  me,  nearly  three  years  ago, 
with  the  title  of  "  the  first  of  the  labour  candi- 
dates"— ^previous  to  the  general  election.  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  have  learnt  of  this  caucus 
for  the  first  time  to-day,  during  the  course  of 
this  discussion.  I  knew  absolutely  nothing  of 
any  such  meeting.  I  wish  to  disclaim  in  a 
most  unreserved  and  emphatic  way  any  con- 
nection with  such  meeting,  or  with  any  pro- 
posed meeting  for  the  purpose  named  by  the 
Ikonourable  member  for  the  Peninsula. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— You  admit  it  occurred  ? 

Mr.  TANNER.— I  knew  nothing  of  its  occur- 
rence till  this  afternoon,  and  it  is  possible,  and, 
I  think,  extremely  probable,  that  the  reason  is 
that  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Ghristchnrch  City  (Mr.  Sandford)  and  myself 
were  absent  from  this  city  for  some  four  or 
five  days  during  the  time  the  Financial  State- 
ment was  being  discussed,  and  certainly  on 
that  evening  when  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Peninsula  delivered  his  speech  ;  and,  con- 
sequently, we  knew  nothing  of  it. 

Mr.  J.  KELLY. — I  exceedingly  regret  what 
has  occurred  to-day  between  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  the  Premier,  and  I  should  not 
nave  risen  at  all  to  speak  on  this  occasion  but 
to  defend  the  Minister  of  Labour  from  the 
charge  made  against  him  by  the  honourable 
member  for -the  Peninsula.  That  honourable 
gentleman,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  gone  out 
of  his  way  on  several  occasions  to  attack  the 
Government  and  to  speak  of  the  Minister  of 
Labour  in  a  manner  I  think  altogether  un- 
called-for. Now,  that  honourable  gentleman 
has  stated  that  neither  the  Minister  of  Labour 
nor  the  labour  members  had  the  honesty,  I 
think  he  said,  to  invite  him  to  be  present 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— "Courtesy." 

Mr.  J.  KELLY. at  that  caucus.    I  think 

that  surely  we  are  all  possessed  ot  quite  as 
much  honour  as  the  honourable  gentleman, 
with  all  due  respect  to  him.  Regarding  this 
caucus,  the  honourable  gentleman  stated  that 
it  was  called  together  for  the  express  purpose 
of  passing  a  vote  of  confidence  in  the  Minister 
of  Labour.  Now,  Sir,  I  emphatically  deny 
th4    anything  of  the  kind  ever  took  place,  or 


was  intended.  The  Minister  simply  desired  to 
ascertain  whether  the  labour  members  gene- 
rally supported  the  statements  or  charges  which 
had  been  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Peninsula  against  the  Government,  and 
against  the  Minister  of  Labour  in  particular. 
The  serious  charge  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Peninsula,  in  his  speech  on 
the  Financial  Statement,  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  Government  was  under  the  thumb  of  the 
"liquor  ring." 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— No. 

Mr.  J.  KELLY.— I  think  I  heard  that  charge 
made. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.  — That  the  Minister  of 
Labour  was,  perhaps,  mxder  the  thumb  of  the 
liquor  ring. 

Mr.  J.  KELLY.— Several  attacks  had  been 
made,  as  well  as  this  particular  one,  and  the 
Minister  was  perfectly  justified  in  calling  the 
labour  members  together  to  ascertain  whether 
he  had  their  confidence  or  not.  And  I  remind 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula — 
and  I  am  sure  he  will  admit  that  what  I  say  ig 
correct — that  in  speaking  to  him  as  to  what  took 
place  at  that  conference  I  assured  the  honour- 
able gentleman  on  my  word  of  honour  that, 
while  I  would  not  tell  him  what  took  place, 
not  one  single  word  had  been  said  about  him- 
self to  which  he  could  take  exception :  and  I 
am  sure  honourable  members  present  will  bear 
me  out  in  that.  And  at  the  meeting  I  and 
the  other  labour  members  assured  the  Minis- 
ter that  we  had  no  sympathy  whatever  with 
the  attack  made  upon  him ;  and  he  said  if 
it  had  been  otherwise  he  would  have  been  in 
duty  bound  to  consider  his  position  in  the 
Ministry.  I  regret  this  circumstance  exceed- 
ingly. I  have  always  been  on  the  most 
friendly  terms  with  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Peninsula,  and  I  hope  to  continue  so, 
notwithstanding  what  has  occurred  to-day. 
I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that,  as  the  session 
wears  on,  the  feeling  existing  between  him 
and  the  Government  will  wear  away.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knows  that  no  one  has 
been  more  anxious  to  reconcile  the  honour- 
able gentleman  and  the  Government  than  I 
have  oeen  myself.  I  have  done  what  I  could, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  up  to  the  present 
time  it  has  borne  no  fruit.  I  very  much  regret 
this  occurrence. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

ALIENS  BILL. 
Mr.  0*CONOR,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  he  need  offer  no  apology 
for  introducing  it.  As  this  country  had  iU. 
along  enunciated  the  principle  of  protection  to 
the  industries  of  the  colony,  and  as  on  every 
possible  occasion  there  had  been  evinced  a 
desire  to  foster  the  interests  of  the  industrial 
and  working-classes,  and  protect  them  from 
injury  outside  or  inside  the  colony,  he  thought 
that  the  measure  he  proposed,  as  going  in  the 
same  direction,  must  recommend  itself  to  the 
great  majority  of  the  House.  It  aimed  at  the 
exclusion  from  naturalisation  of  the  Asiatic 
population  in  this  country.     They  formed 'a 
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very  threatening  element  in  our  midst.  The 
two  operative  clauses  of  this  Bill  proposed  to 
deal  with  them  in  a  way  which  he  thought  per- 
fectly warranted,  just,  and  extremely  neces- 
sary in  the  interests  of  the  country.  No  one 
could  deny  the  right  to  grant  or  refuse  letters 
of  naturalisation,  which  was  operative  in  the 
previous  Act.  The  clauses  he  referred  to  were 
clauses  2  and  4.  Clause  2  said  that  the 
Governor  should  issue  letters  of  naturalisation 
to  no  alien  who  was  not  a  desirable  colonist 
— who  did  not  show  by  his  habits  of  life,  or 
by  the  habits  of  his  race,  that  he  was  likely 
to  become  a  good  colonist ;  and  surely  nothing 
could  be  more  unwise  than  for  the  people  of 
this  young  country  to  have  in  their  midst  a 
class  of  people  who  would  never  make  good 
colonists,  and  who  were  merely  birds  of  pas- 
sage, interfering  with  the  working-classes,  and 
taking  from  them  the  means  of  subsistence, 
and  then  departing,  and  going  to  their  own 
country,  when  they  had  reaped  a  harvest 
which  they  had  not  sown.  The  colonies  had 
over  and  over  again  asserted  this  principle  even 
against  British  subjects.  He  would  instcbnce 
the  agitation  of  Australia  against  the  convict 
system,  and  even  of  this  colony  quite  lately 
upon  **  General "  Booth's  colonising  scheme. 
The  4th  clause  indicated  that  the  Government 
should  not  allow  any  alien  to  carry  on  certain 
businesses,  notably  those  of  shopkeepers  and 
manufacturers  and  hawkers.  One  need  only 
look  at  the  history  of  Australia  and  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  see  the  necessity 
of  this.  Our  race  could  not  compete  in  in- 
dustrial work  with  the  Asiatics,  living  upon  a 
lower  plane,  and  working  longer  hours — making 
themselves  perfect  slaves  to  whatever  occupa- 
tion they  worked  at,  and  living  upon  a  kind 
of  sustenance  that  would  not  suit  our  people. 
If  we  were  going  to  protect  our  people,  by  Cus- 
toms tariffs,  from  the  manufactures  of  other 
countries  and  of  our  brethren  at  Home,  we 
surely  ought  to  protect  them  against  the  manu- 
factures of  aliens,  and  against  being  sup- 
planted by  them  m  industrial  pursuits.  In 
America  the  intrusion  had  been  so  great,  and 
the  evils  resulting  therefrom  had  been  so 
many,  as  to  occasion  a  great  deal  of  disturbance. 
We  were  much  nearer  Asia  than  America  was. 
We  ought  to  have  before  us  the  fear  that  in  the 
future  enormous  hordes  of  Asiatics  might  at  any 
moment  overflow  and  take  possession  of  these 
colonies.  He  thought,  in  loyalty  to  the  Em- 
pire, and  to  the  race  to  which  we  belonged,  we 
ought  to  take  the  greatest  possible  care  to 
prevent  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  from  being 
introduced  by  that  population ;  for  these  small 
numbers  were  likely,  in  time,  to  be  followed 
by  the  intrusion  of  steadily-increasing  num- 
bers, and  might  result  in  the  exclusion  of  our 
descendants.  They  arrived  in  small  numbers 
at  first,  as  they  did  in  Australia,  and  by  their 
system  of  combination,  of  helping  one  another 
in  competition  with  our  people,  and  by  their 
system  of  lowering  the  prices  to  a  rate  that 
people  of  European  race  could  not  produce  at, 
they  had  worked  the  Americans  out  of  many  of 
the  most  promising  industries  in  their  country. 
Mr,  O^  Conor 


Those  who  had  dealt  with  the  Chinese  had 
not  gained  by  doing  so  ;  neither  did  they  gain 
in  this  country,  because  once  the  Chinese  had 
secured  a  monopoly  they  put  the  prices  up  as 
high  as  possible.  Very  lately  he  saw  that  dis- 
turbances had  taken  place.  The  following 
telegram  appeared  in  yesterday's  papers : — 
**  San  Francisco,  20th  August. 

"  The  unemployed  at  San  Joaquin,  Cali- 
fornia, turned  eight  hundred  Chinamen  out  of 
the  vineyards.  Several  of  the  Chinamen  were 
killed,  and,  when  the  Sheriffs  attempted  to  stop 
the  fight,  the  mob  turned  on  and  defeated 
them." 

It  might  be  said  that  we  were  in  no  such 
immediate  danger  here.  Certainly  not;  but 
the  time  was,  in  America,  when  the  Chinamen 
who  came  to  that  country  were  very  few  in 
numbers ;  but  they  soon  found  it  a  country  that 
was  better  than  their  own,  and  they  flocked 
to  it  in  great  numbers.  In  Australia  it  was 
the  same  a  few  years  ago ;  and  now  what  was 
the  case  ?  Nearly  every  handicraft  in  Mel- 
bourne was  infested  by  the  Chinese  labour. 
Whenever  they  entered  upon  any  handicraft 
they  invariably  drove  our  race  out.  If  it  was 
desirable  that  that  race  should  supplant  ours 
in  this  colony,  the  best  thing  we  could  do  was 
to  let  things  go  on  as  they  were.  What  had 
they  done  in  Australia?  He  noticed  in  the 
papers  during  the  past  few  days  that  **  a  num- 
ber of  the  Melbourne  Trades  Hall  men  found 
three  hundred  Chinese  working  in  the  furni- 
ture factories  on  Sunday.  The  Chows  work 
fourteen  hours  on  the  'day  of  rest,'  and  the 
white  cabinetmaker  has  a  *  day  of  rest '  every 
day."  That  was  the  position.  They  were  not 
tied  down  to  any  hours  of  work  or  days  of  rest, 
and  the  consequence  was,  they  could  work 
very  much  more  cheaply  i  than  white  people 
could.  If  honourable  members  who  had  the 
labour  interests  at  heart  allowed  this  to  go 
on  without  protest — if  the  Government  them- 
selves did  not  assist  in  putting  a  stop  to  this 
evil,  they  would  bo  responsible  for  what  was 
surely  taking  place.  He  had  watched  the 
operations  of  the  Chinese  upon  the  goldfields. 
Honourable  members  from  Auckland  had  re- 
ferred to  the  intrusion  of  the  Austrians;  but 
the  Austrians  were  of  the  same  race  as  our- 
selves. He  might  point  out  that  the  Chinese 
had  worked  out  nearly  all  the  goldfields,  which 
would  now  have  been  a  great  resource  for 
the  unemployed.  What  had  been  the  result  ? 
That  many  of  our  people  were  unemployed. 
There  were  in  the  colony  4,444  Chinese,  and 
there  were  only  eighteen  females  among  them. 
Those  who  had  studied  the  subject  acknowledged 
that  nothing  could  be  worse  for  morality  than 
a  great  inequality  in  nimiber  between  the  sexes ; 
and  our  Chinese  population  greatly  helped 
to  increase  the  existing  inequality.  The 
Chinese  in  no  way  became  good  settlers ;  and 
what  was  the  process  by  which  they  had  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  industry  of  market- 
gardening  throughout  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
colony?  When  a  CMnaman  started  market- 
gardening  men  were  engaged  by  him  from 
the  head  man,  and  worked  at  ridiculously  low 
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TTages — simply  nominal  wages;  they  lived  on 
the  meekest  possible  diet,  and  they  worked 
from  daylight  to  dark.  He  had  known  them 
work  in  Chinese  gardens,  when  there  was  op- 
position between  the  Chinese  and  Europeans, 
lor  eighteen  or  twenty  hours  a  day,  in  a  half- 
naked  condition.  How  could  it  be  expected 
that  European  labour  could  compete  with 
that  ?  There  were  in  this  colony  906  market- 
gardeners,  and  among  those  there  were  only 
eighteen  females.  Any  one  could  see  what  the 
effect  of  that  was  upon  the  vegetable  markets. 
There  was  no  open  market;  no  settler  could 
dispose  of  garden  produce.  The  Chinese  had 
got  almost  a  complete  monopoly  of  the  market- 
gardening  in  the  cities,  through  their  shops 
and  hawkers.  And  what  use  did  they  make  of 
that  monopoly?  Did  they  supply  the  people 
cheaply?  Anvthing  but  that.  The  articles 
supplied  in  the  way  of  vegetables  were  all 
forced,  unwholesome,  and  wasteful;  and  the 
prices  they  charged  when  they  got  a  mono- 
poly were  most  exorbitant.  He  had  a  list  of 
the  prices  in  Wellington,  and  any  one  could 
«ee  the  profit  that  would  be  left  to  any  small 
farmer  who  could  supply  the  market  at  such 
prices.  For  the  *•  forced  "  vegetables  they  pro- 
duced they  received — For  small  bunches  of 
beet,  carrots,  turnips,  or  parsnips,  containing 
about  four  of  each  kind  to  the  bunch,  4d.  each ; 
onions,  l}d.  per  pound ;  small  cabbages  and 
cauliflowers,  4d.  each ;  celery,  per  plant,  3d. 
to  4d.  each ;  artichokes,  2d.  per  pound.  Let 
any  man  consider  what  would  be  the  value  of 
Wax  acre  of  such  produce  to  any  of  our  small 
settlers  if  they  had  access  to  a  market  at 
half  these  prices.  No  wonder  we  had  such  a 
constant  stream  of  Chinese  leaving  the  colony 
with  what  to  them  was  a  fortune,  taking  their 
money  ofi  to  China,  and  sending  back  others 
of  their  countrymen  to  take  their  places.  They 
charged  enormous  prices,  and  supplied  the 
people  with  very  inferior  vegetables.  There 
was  another  system  by  which  they  worked 
here.  They  kept  shops  in  all  directions;  our 
youths  frequented  those  shops,  and  soon  there 
would  be  no  other  at  which  to  obtain  fruit, 
both  local  and  tropical.  What  could  our 
youth  learn  there  ?  They  could  learn  Asiatic 
morality,  tempered  with  opium-smoking.  In 
the  Chinese  shops  they  harboured  people 
of  their  own  race,  and  at  those  places  they 
practised  the  vices  for  which  they  were  no- 
torious. A  boy  or  a  girl  going  to  such  places 
was  very  likely  to  be  enticed  into  some  of 
their  vices.  The  number  of  Chinese  in  the 
colony  far  exceeded  the  number  of  the  un- 
employed. We  had  never  had  four  thousand 
unemployed  in  the  colony.  And  here  was  an 
industry  —  market  -  gardening — which  might 
employ  old  and  young,  and  our  people  were 
entirely  excluded  from  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Chinese.  He  hoped  this  Bill  would  be 
carried  and  put  into  force.  There  would  be 
no  hardship  involved.  There  was  nothing  in 
it  we  were  not  entitled  to  do.  "  The  Aliens 
Act,  1880,"  distinctly  laid  down  that  the  Oto- 
vernor,  at  his  discretion,  might  or  might  not 
lefuse  letters  of  naturalisation;  and  it  was 


generally  acknowledged  that  we  had  a  perfect 
right  to  say  who  should  be  allowed  to  carry 
on  business  in  the  country.  We  made  such 
restrictions  in  regard  to  our  own  people.  A 
Bill  now  before  Parliament  prevented  certain 
persons  from  keeping  hotels.  We  had  laws 
restraining  the  women  and  youth  from  certain 
employments.  We  might  enforce  restrictions 
in  other  ways  ;  and,  if  we  desired  to  protect  our 
own  race,  why  should  we  allow  these  people  to 
come  in  and  create  great  monopolies,  to  the 
injury  of  the  country,  which  were  detrimental 
to  the  moral  and  industrial  habits  of  the 
people  ?  He  thought  the  cry,  '*  New  Zealand 
for  the  New-Zealanders"  might  well  be 
raised  on  this  subject.  It  was  the  most  im- 
portant question  that  could  engage  members' 
attention,  and  he  would  point  out  again  that 
although  the  Chinese  in  this  country  had  taken 
up  only  two  industries — gold-mining  and  mar- 
ket-gardening— as  soon  as  they  had  exhausted 
the  resources  of  those  industries  they  would 
turn  their  attention  to  others.  They  found, 
now,  different  industries  throughout  the  coun- 
try which  the  Chinese  were  entering  upon. 
He  knew  places  where  they  were  engaged  in 
cabinet-making  already,  and  he  knew  places 
where  they  were  engaged  in  the  dairying  in- 
dustry. What  did  that  mean?  It  meant 
that  they  intended  to  find  other  outlets  for 
their  labour,  and  that  they  would  come  here 
in  swarms,  unless  stopped.  He  hoped  he  had 
said  enough  to  induce  honourable  members  to 
support  the  Bill.  At  the  same  time,  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  see  their  way  to  take 
it  into  their  charge.  The  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish)  laughed.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  working-classes  were  not  those 
which  that  honourable  gentleman  wished  to 
protect.  Let  him  go  back  to  his  constituents 
in  Dunedin  and  tell  the  sorely-harassed  store- 
keepers there,  and  the  struggling  poor,  and  the 
poor  widow  who  was  trying  to  make  an  honest 
living  for  herself  and  family  by  keeping  a  fruit- 
shop,  that  he  preferred  that  the  Chinamen 
should  get  the  trade,  and  the  employment,  to 
the  exclusion  of  our  race,  who  were  thus  pau- 
perised and  driven  to  charitable  aid.  Let  him 
say  that ;  for  that  was  exactly  the  position,  and 
what  his  cynical  laugh  meant.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  seemed  to  have  no  sympathy 
with  his  own  race.  As  he  (Mr.  O'Conor)  had 
said,  he  hoped  the  Government  would  see  their 
way  to  take  up  this  Bill.  He  recognised  that  a 
private  member  had  very  slight  opportunity  of 
carrying  a  measure  of  this  kind  through  the 
House  at  the  present  ste^ge  of  the  session. 
At  the  same  time,  he  was  firmly  convinced  it 
was  a  measure  of  the  utmost  importance,  and, 
if  it  was  not  carried  that  day,  the  day  was  not 
far  distant  when  there  would  be  a  combination 
in  this  country  to  compel  the  Government  to 
carry  something  far  more  stringent. 

Mr.  McLEAN  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Buller  had  brought  forward  a  very 
important  measure — one  which  the  House 
ought  certainly  to  consider  very  seriously  in 
all  its  aspects.  He  had  listened  with  .very 
great  pleasure  to  the  remarks  of  the  honour- 
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able  gentleman,  and  he  would  like  to  add 
something  to  what  he  had  said  with  regard  to 
the  monopoly  which  the  Chinese  had  in  Mel- 
bourne. He  would  like  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  House  a  newspaper  extract  on 
this  matter,  and  he  proposed  to  have  it  re- 
corded in  Hansard^  in  order  that  the  country 
might  know  what  was  going  on  in  other  parts 
of  the  Australasian  Colonies  in  this  direction. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  Buller  stated 
that  the  Chinese  had  monopolized  several 
trades  in  New  Zealand;  and  in  Melbourne 
they  had  obtained  the  complete  control  of  the 
furniture  trade  and  of  the  washing-and-ironing 
trade.  During  his  (Mr.  McLean's)  stay  in 
Melbourne  he  attended  a  meeting  held  there 
on  the  22nd  April.  It  was  called  together  by 
a  number  of  leading  clergymen  in  Melbourne. 
Amongst  the  clergymen  who  attended  it  were 
the  Bev.  Mr.  Edgar,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  and, 
in  fact,  nearly  all  the  most  prominent  divines 
in  that  city;  and,  according  to  the  report 
which  was  published  at  length  in  the  Mel- 
bourne Age  of  the  22nd  April,  it  was  proved 
at  that  meeting  that  over  eight  hundred 
and  forty  persons  engaged  in  the  furniture 
trade  were  walking  about  the  streets  of  Mel- 
bourne without  anything  to  do,  and  that  the 
Chinese  had  so  monopolized  this  trade  that  a 
number  of  firms — he  would  not  mention  the 
names  there,  because  it  was  purposely  avoided 
at  the  meeting  he  referred  to,  as  it  might  do 
damage,  these  firms  being  influential  persons 
in  Bourke  and  Collins  Streets — ^had  contracted 
with  the  Chinese  to  supply  them  with  the 
whole  of  the  furniture  and  upholstery  they 
required.  It  was  stated  at  the  same  meeting 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  Chinese  supplying 
these  articles,  disease  had  been  carried  into 
some  very  influential  houses  in  Melbourne; 
and  if  that  had  taken  place  in  Melbourne  the 
same  thing  might  take  place  here.  He  himself 
visited  some  of  the  Chinese  establishments  in 
Melbourne,  where  they  were  engaged  by  the 
dozen — in  fact,  he  might  say  by  the  hundred — 
in  places  not  very  much  larger  than  that 
chamber,  doing  all  sorts  of  ordinary  work,  such 
as  ironing,  washing  and  mangling,  and  many 
other  things  beside.  There  were  people  who 
said  they  did  not  monopolize  any  of  the  trade 
of  Wellington.  But  facts  proved  the  con- 
trary. They  now  monopolized  the  whole  of 
the  fruit  trade.  Let  honourable  gentlemen 
who  occupied  seats  in  that  House,  and  who 
were  supposed  to  represent  British-born  New- 
Zealanders,  and  others  of  kindred  races  who 
came  into  this  colony,  go  through  the  streets 
of  Wellington  on  a  Saturday  night  and  they 
would  see  that  no  one  in  this  city  could  com- 
pete with  the  Chinese  now  in  the  fruit  trade ; 
and  for  this  reason :  It  had  been  stated,  and 
he  believed  it  could  be  proved,  that  fruit 
which  came  from  the  islands  in  a  green  state 
was  put  under  their  beds  by  the  Chinese  at 
night  in  order  to  sweat  it  into  ripeness.  He 
asked  the  Government  to  appoint  a  Commis- 
sion, if  they  liked,  and  they  would  see  that 
the  statement  was  true.  The  fruit  was  put 
under  their  beds  at  night,  some  dozens  of  men 
Mr,  McLean 


sleeping  together  in  their  rooms,  and  by  means 
of  sweating  this  fruit  they  were  able  to  retail 
it  to  the  public.  Perhaps  honourable  gentle- 
men themselves  might  eat  the  next  day,  in 
Bellamy's,  some  of  the  fruit  treated  in  that 
way,  and  not  be  aware  of  it.  In  addition  to  that» 
the  Chinese  w«re  now  begizming  to  run  dens 
for  gambling.  Several  gentlemen  in  Welling- 
ton nad  made  visits  to  these  places  from  time 
to  time  ;  and  he  could  state,  from  his  own 
observation  of  one  place  in  puticular,  that  it 
was  so ;  and,  if  the  Government  would  look 
into  it,  they  would  see  that,  in  the  main  facts, 
his  statements  were  true.  What  did  they  do  ? 
They  rented  places  in  Courtenay  Place,  in 
Taranaki  Street,  and  in  Tory  Street,  from 
landlords  to  whom  they  paid  ISs.  a  week, 
and  to  these  places  the  Chinese  resorted  in 
numbers  at  night,  and  especially  on  Sundays. 
On  Sunday  he  had  seen  dozens  come  out. 
They  were  gambling  there  all  day  and  all 
night;  and  yet  there  was  a  law  in  existence 
which  prevented  gambling,  and  if  English- 
men, Irishmen,  or  Scotchmen  were  caught  at 
this  gambling  they  were  hauled  up  before  the 
Court;  but  the  police  could  not  catch  the 
Chinese,  because  they  were  too  smart;  in 
fact,  he  believed  the  police  in  Wellington  were 
not  numerous  enough  to  attend  to  the  whole 
wants  of  the  city.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  would  be  sufficient 
to  meet  the  difficulty,  but  it  had  often  occurred 
to  him  that  the  proper  persons  to  get  at  were 
the  landlords  who  leased  the  premises  to  these 
Chinamen.  He  did  not  know  how  the  inter- 
national law  stood.  Perhaps  the  Government 
would  let  them  know.  He  thought  they  ought 
to  take  up  the  Bill  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, and  see  that  it  was  passed  through  the 
House.  He  believed  there  was  no  measure 
which  could  more  suitably  find  a  place  on 
the  statute-book  than  this  Bill.  He  was  afraid^ 
however,  that  the  provision  mentioned  in  sec- 
tion 4 — that  was,  prohibiting  the  Chinese  from 
trading  as  hawkers  or  shopkeepers— could  not 
be  passed  into  law  without  the  assistance  of 
the  Government.  But  he  could  say  this :  that 
the  monopoly  which  the  Chinese  in  Welling- 
ton had  already  secured  over  the  fruit  trade 
would  be  extended  to  other  trades,  and  honour- 
able members  would  find,  shortly,  that  they 
would  take  up  furniture-making,  the  grocery 
trade,  washing  and  mangling,  and  numbers 
of  others.  In  a  city  like  Melbourne,  where 
there  had  been  splendid  machinery  intro- 
duced by  capitalists,  machinery  of  the  very 
best  description,  these  Chinese  were  able  to 
compete  with  the  machinery,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  they  were  able  to  live  on  a  shining 
or  even  on  sixpence  a  day.  Thev  had  no 
family  ties,  nothmg  to  provide  for ;  they  never 
went  to  church,  or  to  any  place  ot  amusement ; 
and,  in  fact,  they  lived,  as  it  were,  on  **th» 
smell  of  an  oil-rag."  The  question  had  a  very 
serious  aspect.  If  they  allowed  this  colony  to 
be  overrun  by  any  alien  race  it  must  of  neces- 
sity degrade  the  present  inhabitants ;  it  most 
bring  them  down.  He  remembered  that  when, 
the  first  Chinamen  went  up  the  Grey  Valley 
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Boad  he  called  a  pablio  meeUng,  in  the  small 
district  where  he  resided  at  the  time,  to  dis- 
cuss this  question ;  but  of  course  the  people 
said,  '*  Oh  1  let  the  Chinamen  come  ;  thej  will 
he  good  colonists ;  they  will  buy  rioe  and  other 
things."  But  from  that  day  to  this  it  had  been 
felt  in  that  district  that  the  greatest  drawback 
to  it  was  the  Chinamen.  He  did  not  think  the 
evil  was  so  bad  in  country  districts  as  in  the 
cities.  They  went  into  the  back< gullies  and  got 
a  little  gold,  and  were  not  very  much  in  the 
way.  But  in  the  cities  they  proved  to  be  a  very 
serious  drawback,  and  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  would  take  the  Bill  into  their 
consideration,  and,  if  they  approved  of  it,  that 
they  would  take  it  up.  He  was  not  going  to 
detain  the  House  long,  because  there  were  other 
Bills  to  come  forward,  and  he  did  not  wish  it 
to  he  stated  that  he  was  stonewalling.  He  was 
prepared  to  hand  over  to  the  Premier  the  paper 
he  had  intended  to  quote  from,  and  the  honour- 
gentleman  would  see  in  the  report  of  the  meet- 
ing held  in  Melbourne  the  facts  that  he  had 
referred  to  with  regard  to  the  effects  of  Chinese 
competition  in  Melbourne. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  the  honourable  member 
for  the  BuUer,  in  introducing  this  measure, 
made  the  statement  that  he  need  not  apologize 
for  doing  so  because  we  had  adopted  a  policy 
of  Protection  in  this  colony,  and  this  was  but 
an  extension  of  it.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  references  to 
that  fact.  When  he  (Mr.  Bruce)  first  glanced 
over  the  measure  his  impression  was,  that  it 
was  of  a  very  narrow  and  illiberal  character ; 
but  on  second  thoughts,  which  wore  generally 
the  best,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
opened  up  a  question  which  was  very  well 
worth  the  attention  of  the  House  and  of  the 
people  of  the  colony.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber, first  of  all,  spoke  of  the  protection  which  he 
wished  to  have  afforded  to  the  market-garden- 
ing industry  in  this  colony ;  and  the  state  of 
things  in  Victoria  was  also  alluded  to  by  the 
honourable  member.  It  was  a  very  significant 
iact,  in  connection  with  that — he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  honourable  members  to 
it — that  in  that  day's  paper  they  would  see  a 
tele^am  in  reference  to  a  deputation  inter- 
viewing the  Premier  of  Victoria  with  the  ob- 
ject of  inducing  him  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
woollen  goods  from  60  to  20  per  cent.  In 
zeality,  the  state  of  things  in  Victoria  was  an  ob- 
ject-lesson for  the  Protectionists  of  the  House, 
and  for  those  who,  a  few  years  previously, 
forced  Protection  down  the  throats  of  the 
minority.  Beverting  to  the  Bill,  he  wished  to 
say  that  this  was  a  blow,  no  doubt,  aimed  at  the 
Chinese,  —  although  the  honourable  member, 
in  introducing  it,  spoke  of  other  Asiatics,  — 
because  there  were  no  other  people  coming  to 
the  colony  who,  either  from  their  number  or 
from  their  habits  of  life,  would  necessitate  or 
justify  such  a  measure  as  this.  He  congra- 
tulated his  honourable  friend  on  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  colony  to  a 
very  serious  question,  and  one  which  would 
occupy  the  minds  of  the  best  men  in  Aus- 
"^  ^  There    was   no  doubt    in   his  own 


mind,  at  any  rate,  that  the  Chinese  had  been, 
from  some  points  of  view — his  honourable 
friend  did  not  consider  it  to  be  so— a  useful 
class  in  the  community.  By  their  great 
industry  and  thrift  —  and  in  these  respeots 
we  might  very  well  take  a  lesson  from  themt^ 
— and  by  their  special  skill  and  knowledge  in 
gardening  operations,  they  had  been  able  to 
supply  all  classes  in  our  centres  of  population 
—  and  he  alluded  more  particularly  to  our 
poorer  classes — with  cheap  vegetable  food. 
And  if  this  measure  were  to  become  law  it 
would  have  the  effect,  in  the  first  place,  in 
many  instances,  of  ruining  a  proportion  of 
those  people  who  had  embarked  in  the  occu- 
pation of  raising  and  selling  vegetables,  sanc- 
tioned by  law  and  the  customs  of  the  colony ; 
and,  also,  it  would  go  without  saying  that  it 
would  have  a  deterrent  effect  on  others  wish- 
ing to  go  into  that  trade.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller  alluded  to  America,  and 
called  attention  to  what  was  happening  there. 
Many  years  ago,  when  a  young  man,  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  call  public  attention  to  this 
question ;  and  to-day  he  said  there  was  per- 
haps a  conflict  of  races  —  socially  and  poli- 
tically—facing the  inhabitants  of  Australasia. 
The  honourable  gentleman's  argument  broke 
down  absolutely  from  an  economic  standpoint ;. 
but  there  were  larger  questions  involved.  The 
honourable  gentleman  told  them  of  the  riots- 
in  America ;  and  also  that  the  Chinaman  had 
been  able  to  obtain — and  he  (Mr.  Bruce)  would 
ask,  Why  ?'-a  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  vegetables 
and  fruit  in  this  country :  he  alluded  more  par- 
ticularly to  vegetables.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  they  had  driven  people  out  of  the 
trade ;  but  he  (Mr.  Bruce)  would  ask  him  just 
to  come  down  to  a  practical  illustration  :  Sup- 
pose that  the  Chinaman  came  and  found  the 
European  selling  cabbages  at  Id. ;  the  China- 
man went  into  the  trade,  and  undersold  at  ^d. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  said,  he  afterwards  raised  it 
to4d. 

Mr.  BBUCE  said,  if  the  European  in  the  first 
place  could  sell  at  Id.,  the  thing  must  be  self- 
adjusting,  because  if  the  Chinaman  raised  the 
price  the  European  could  compete  with  him 
again.  There  the  honourable  gentleman's  argu- 
ment fell  to  the  ground  from  that  point  of 
view.  Again,  he  would  ask  him  to  get  out  of 
his  head  the  idea  that  the  beings  they  called 
Chinamen  were  Chinamen  at  all :  Would  he 
then  object  to  their  working  at  a  lower  price 
than  those  around  them  ?  Would  they  not  be 
supplying  articles  of  consumption  for  less  than 
Europeans  could  supply  them  for?  Even 
there  his  argument  oroke  down.  But  there 
were  other  views  than  those  the  honourable 
gentleman  alluded  to,  and  these  constituted 
the  most  important  aspect  of  the  question. 
The  question  was.  Were  they  prepared,  by 
what  he  might  call  domestic  legislation,  to 
prevent  the  influx  of  people  who  would  be  a 
very  undesirable  addition  to  our  population? 
That  was,  in  reality,  the  question  they  had  to 
consider.  These  people  came  in  very  large 
numbers,  and  they  were  a  people  morally  very 
inferior  to  the  Aiiglo-Sazon  race.    And,  more 
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than  that,  he  had  special  knowledge  m  | 
reference  to  the  question,  and  he  knew  that 
they  were  drawn  from  the  very  lowest  ranks  of 
the  Chinese  people — they  were  not  fair  speci* 
mens  of  the  Chinese.  They  were  a  race  de- 
cidedly morally  inferior,  and  they  came  in 
great  numbers  —  young  men  in  the  prime  of 
life;  and  the  result  was,  wherever  tney  con- 
gregated in  any  numbers  they  polluted  the 
atmosphere  all  round.  Particularly  was  that 
the  case  in  the  Chinese  quarter  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. He  was  as  strongly  opposed  to  the  influx 
of  Chinese  as  any  man,  but  it  was  a  question, 
first  of  all,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  said,  that  was  so  large  a  one  that 
the  Qovemment  ought  to  take  it  up.  He  him- 
self, at  the  present  time,  for  various  reasons, 
would  not  be  in  favour  of  the  passage  of  this 
Bill.  Granting,  for  argument's  sake^  that  we 
had  to  allow  these  people  in  the  colony,  he 
thought  it  was  wrong  to  shut  up  those  avenues 
of  employment  in  which  they,  at  any  rate, 
showed  themselves  to  some  degree  useful.  But 
there  was  another  aspect  of  the  question,  and 
it  was  this:  From  our  geographical  position, 
to  which  his  honourable  friend  had  alluded, 
this  was  a  very  much  more  serious  question  to 
Australasia  than  to  America,  from  our  relative 
geographical  position :  probably  in  the  future 
we  should  have  close  relations  both  commer- 
cially and,  probably,  politically.  Now,  this  was 
the  question :  Should  we,  by  any  domestic  legis- 
lation, go  in  the  direction  of  wounding  the 
susceptibilities  of  a  people  who  were  emigrants 
from  a  country  which  was  a  great  and  import- 
ant Power?  This  legislation  and  treatment 
in  Australia  and  America  had,  perhaps,  had 
the  effect  of  sowing  dragons'  teeth.  China  was 
now  becoming  a  great  Power — ^a  Power  whose 
voice  might  soon  be  heard  speaking  with  au- 
thority in  the  councils  of  the  nations.  In  the 
China  seas  at  the  present  time  the  Chinese 
fleet  was  more  powerful  than  the  British,  and 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that,  probably 
not  in  the  near  future,  but  at  no  distant  date, 
'  there  would  be  a  great  influx  of  Chinamen 
into  the  Australasian  Colonies.  They  would  do 
very  unwisely  if,  by  any  domestic  legislation, 
they  did  anything  calculated  to  wound  the 
susceptibilities  of  that  Power.  He  believed 
they  should  endectvour  in  some  way  to  prevent 
an  influx  of  Chinese ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
it  would  require  to  be  done  diplomatically  be- 
tween the  Mother- country  and  China.  He  hoped 
his  honourable  friend  would  not  understand 
him  to  have  spoken  in  any  hostile  manner  to 
his  measure;  only  ho  thought  it  was  one  of 
such  importance  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  up 
by  the  Government  of  the  day,  perhaps  in 
another  way.  Of  course,  he  was  speaking  far 
beyond  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  but  that  had 
been  invited  by  the  honourable  gentleman's 
own  remarks.  For  this  reason — because  he 
thought  it  was  a  very  large  question,  and  that 
this  was  not  the  method  of  dealing  with  it — 
he  felt  inclined  to  vote  against  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  the  last  speaker  had  made 
a  somewhat  eloquent  speech  in  defence  of  the 
Mr,  Bruce 


Chinamen,  and  with  some  of  his  remarks  he  • 
entirely  agreed.  But  he  entirely  disagreed 
with  him  in  the  opinion  that  they  must  w&xt 
for  British  legislation  before  they  could  deal 
with  the  question.  He  would  remind  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  on  more  than  one 
occasion  the  colonies  had  had  to  defend  them- 
selves against  the  Mother-country.  It  was  not 
so  very  many  years  ago  that  the  colonies  had 
to  protect  themselves  against  the  influx  of 
criminals  from  Great  Britain ;  and  he  thought 
the  people  of  these  colonies,  having  taken  up 
an  attitude  of  that  kind  then,  were  legitimately 
entitled  to  take  steps  to  protect  themselves  now 
against  an  alien  race.  He  must  say,  from  his 
own  experience  of  the  Chinese,  they  possessed 
some  very  high  recommendations.  But  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Legidature  to  view  this  matter 
from  more  than  one  aspect.  The  question  was 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  serious  and  im- 
portant questions  that  could  well  be  con- 
sidered by  a  colonial  Parliament.  It  might 
be  that  the  Bill  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  introduced  was  intended  to  be  the  be- 
ginning of  an  anti- Chinese  crusade.  But, 
whether  or  not,  there  was  no  doubt  about 
it  that,  even  outside  of  Wellington,  all  over 
New  Zealand,  the  various  townships  originally 
peopled  by  Europeans  had  been  suffering  more 
or  less  from  the  competition  of  Chinese  labour. 
From  a  long  colonial  experience,  he  was  able 
to  say  one  thing:  that  he  had  found  the 
Chinese  extremely  industrious  and  very  enter- 
prising, and  in  many  cases  they  had  been 
of  immense  benefit  to  the  communities  with 
whom  they  had  mingled.  He  referred  now 
to  the  Chinese  gardeners.  No  doubt  they  had 
taught  the  Europeans  a  very  useful  lesson. 
He  freely  admitted  they  had  been  the  means 
of  supplying  Europeans  with  a  very  healthy 
article  of  diet — with  cheap  vegetables — ^which 
would  probably  not  have  been  furnished  by  less 
industrious  or  not  so  enterprising  European 
gardeners.  But,  on  the  other  hsknd,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  Chinese  gardeners  underselling 
the  European  gardeners,  the  latter  might  have 
succeeded  in  this  branch  of  industry,  which 
might  have  been  a  very  different  one  at  the 
present  time.  He  had  not  the  slightest  doubt 
there  was  a  good  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides. 
But  he  thought,  apart  from  the  question  of 
growing  vegetables,  they  had  to  look  at  the 
fact,  which  was  a  serious  one,  that  they  were 
beginning  to  turn  their  attention  to  variouB 
treses  and  occupations:  they  were  occupying 
some  of  the  best  shops.  They  were  carrying 
on  business,  not  merely  as  fruit  -  sellers  and 
sellers  of  vegetables,  not  merely  as  hawkers, 
but  as  storekeepers ;  and  they  would  gradually 
enter  into  competition  with  every  other  fonxi 
of  trade,  unless  some  restrictions  were  put  in 
the  way.  That  was  the  case  not  merely  in. 
Wellington,  but  up  country.  It  was  the  case 
in  the  principal  towns  that  he  represented. 
He  might  state  that  there  was  a  general  feel> 
ing  among  tradesmen  that  the  Chinese  were 
rendering  it  impossible  for  Europeans  to  carry- 
on  business.  This  was  a  serious  evil.  It  was 
all  very  well  to  hold  cosmopolitan  views — to 
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be  extremely  charitable  and  take  a  wide  view 
of  these  things,  and  deprecate  anything  in  the 
way  of  lace  penecution ;  but  in  the  struggle 
for  existence  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
protect  one's-self.  Notwithstanding  all  that 
was  said  by  so-called  philanthropists,  he  main- 
tained it  was  the  duty  of  every  race  to  protect 
itself.  It  was  their  duty  to  consider  whether, 
by  admitting  the  Chinese,  they  were  doing 
aometiiing  calculated  to  be  for  their  own  bene- 
fit as  a  nation — ^not  merely  as  a  conmiunity 
bot  as  a  nation  ;  whether  they  were  admitting 
into  their  midst  an  element  that  was  likely 
to  beuefit  the  people,  or  whether  the  intro- 
duction of  this  race  was  going  to  have  a  de- 
toiorating  eftect.  They  had  to  look  on  this 
matter  from  a  thoroughly  practical  point  of 
view.  If  any  honourable  member  was  a  sta- 
tion-owner, and  was  engaged  in  the  raising  of 
stock,  would  he  introduce  an  inferior  class  of 
animal  to  deteriorate  his  stock?  He  would 
never  think  of  such  a  thing.  And,  having 
made  the  country  for  themselves — enterpris- 
ing pioneers  having  led  the  way  of  civilisation 
—they  had  a  perfect  right  to  turn  round  and 
say,  notwithstanding  all  treaties  between  Eng- 
land and  other  parts  of  the  world,  they  were 
not  going  to  introduce  a  class  of  men  who 
would  injure  or  interfere  with  them.  Let  them 
look  ac  what  was  going  on  in  various  parts  of 
the  world.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal  about 
the  persecution  of  races.  They  knew  some- 
thing of  what  the  Chinese  evil  was  in  various 
parts  of  America,  Canada,  and  California. 
They  knew  very  well  the  magnitude  of  the 
evil  there,  and  the  stringency  of  the  laws  that 
bad  to  be  passed  to  prevent  it  from  becoming 
too  gigantic.  Then,  within  the  last  few  days 
they  had  had  reports  of  riots  in  France 
with  a  view  to  prevent  the  influx  of  cheap 
labour  from  Italy.  The  French  workers  had 
risen  up  in  arms  against  the  introduction  of 
aliens— who  ought  to  be  friendly  aliens,  being 
almost  the  same  race  as  themselves.  He  did 
not  say  that  it  was  a  legitimate  thing  that 
they  should  do  so,  but  it  showed  that,  if  cheap 
labour  were  allowed  to  be  introduced,  and 
certain  races  were  permitted  to  come  in,  the 
result  would  be  disturbance.  He  could  assure 
honourable  members  that  if  they  allowed  this 
evil  to  get  a  strong  footing  the  consequences 
woold  be  serious.  There  were  some  portions 
of  this  Bill  of  which  he  did  not  approve,  and 
the  House  must  be  exceedingly  cautious  in 
any  legislation  it  passed.  Having  allowed 
Chinese  to  come  here,  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  wise  to  resort  to  extreme  measures 
against  them.  There  were  Chinese  who  had 
oome  to  the  colony,  and  who  were  occupying 
shops  and  carrying  on  business,  and  who  had 
behaved  themselves  well ;  and,  to  his  mind, 
they  had  acquired  vested  interests  which 
could  not  be  fairly  disturbed.  He  thought 
legislation  might  very  well  be  directed  to  pre- 
venting the  evil  in  the  future,  because  he  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  an  evil.  Any  person  dis- 
passionately looking  at  the  matter  must  agree 
that  it  might  become  a  great  nuisance.  From 
one  point  of  view  he  did  think  the  Chinese 


were  not  a  desirable  race.  He  was  not  refer- 
ring to  their  physical  inferiority,  but  every  one 
knew  that  they  did  not  come  to  establish  tkem- 
selves  permanently  or  to  spend  their  money 
here.  They  came,  like  locusts,  to  get  all  they 
could  and  then  go  back  to  China.  In  that 
way  a  great  injury  might  be  done  to  the 
colony  unless  there  were  some  means  of  check- 
ing their  advent.  Another  thing  to  be  looked 
at  was,  that  the  Chinese  did  not  bring  their 
wives  and  families  with  them,  and  they  had 
no  family  responsibilities.  As  a  rule,  they  did 
not  marry  in  the  country,  and  the  result 
was  that,  as  single  men,  they  could  compete 
against  the  married  men  of  the  colony.  From 
the  first  he  had  been  adverse  to  their  intro- 
duction, for  he  had  seen  their  doings  on  the 
diggings.  Directly  the  Chinese  ransacked 
alluvifd  deposits  it  was  impossible  for  any 
European  to  follow  them.  For  these  and 
other  reasons  he  thought  that  an  influx  of 
Chinese  amongst  a  European  population  was 
calculated  to  do  a  Isurge  amount  of  harm.  He 
would  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
but  in  Conmiittee  he  would  endeavour  to  have 
some  alterations  made  in  it. 

Mr.  MACKINTOSH  said  the  question  of 
allowing  the  Chinese  to  increase  in  numbers 
was  a  question  which  had  been  settled  unani- 
mously by  Australia  and  this  colony :  it  had 
been  decided  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  allow 
the  Chinese  to  increase  in  numbers.  For  a 
considerable  time  he  had  held  the  same  view, 
for  several  reasons,  and  chiefly  that  these 
people  did  not  come  to  remain  here.  They 
came  only  to  stay  for  a  limited  time,  and 
to  get  all  they  could  to  take  away  to  China. 
They  did  not  bring  their  wives  and  children, 
and  would  not  settle  in  the  country:  and 
even  if  they  did  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
have  them  as  colonists  in  large  numbers.  At 
the  same  time,  this  Bill  did  not  deal  with 
that  question,  but  it  dealt  with  the  Chinese 
who  were  already  amongst  us,  and  who  were 
carrying  on  business  here.  For  that  reason, 
he  regretted  he  could  not  support  the  Bill. 
He  could  not  see  that  it  would  be  at  all  fair 
or  just  to  say  that  no  aliens  should  be  al- 
lowed to  enter  into  business  in  this  colony. 
Then,  again,  this  Bill  did  not  aflect  Chinese 
only,  but  all  aliens.  Clause  2  said  that  no 
letters  of  natursJisation  should  be  issued  to  any 
aliens  whose  habits  were  such  as  would  render 
them  undesirable  colonists — ^unless  it  was  found 
by  the  Governor  in  Council  that  such  persons 
might  be  desirable.  Again,  in  clause  4,  it  was 
provided  that  no  person  except  a  British  sub- 
ject should  be  allowed  to  become  the  owner  of 
any  shop ;  and  so  on.  If  the  House  was  pre- 
pared to  pass  such  a  clause  as  that  he  would  be 
surprised.  The  fact  was,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  had  pointed  out, 
that  in  most  of  the  large  towns  the  Chinese 
had  got  possession  of  a  large  number  of  shops, 
and  wero  doing  a  profitable  business.  It  might 
be  desirable  to  inquire  how  it  was  that  they 
were  driving  such  a  trade,  and  were  out-run- 
ning our  own  race. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— They  have  no  taxes  to  pay. 
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Mr.  MACKINTOSH  said  it  waa  something 
more  than  that.  At  any  rate,  he  would  not  be 
prepared  to  support  the  measure  without  fur- 
ther consideration.  It  would  not  only  exclude 
Chinese,  but  also  Italians,  Germans,  and  mem- 
bers of  other  European  nations.  As  regarded 
the  main  question  of  keeping  the  Chinese  from 
coming  into  the  colony  in  laige  numbers,  he 
thought  a  provision  to  effect  that  was  desir- 
able. As  the  honourable  member  for  Rangi- 
tikei  had  pointed  out,  the  Chinese  were  a 
powerful  nation,  and  it  might  be  that  some 
day  they  would  be  powerful  foes  to  us ;  so  that 
the  fewer  we  had  nere  the  better.  For  that 
reason  he  considered  that  it  was  desirable  that 
the  Chinese  should  be  kept  out  of  the  colony ; 
but  he  could  not  vote  for  dealing  harshly  with 
those  who  were  already  amongst  us,  as  was 
proposed  here.  The  fact  was  that  Chinamen 
were  very  industrious,  very  economical,  and  very 
shrewd,  and  they  were  very  good  business-men, 
and  so  they  cut  out  people  who  were  extrava- 
gant. It  was  the  industry  and  sobriety  of  the 
Chinese  that  made  them  thrive.  That  we 
should  pass  such  a  law  as  this  was  monstrous: 
in  fact,  be  doubted  whether  our  relations  with 
•other  European  nations  would  allow  us  to  pass 
a  law  like  this. 

Mr.  PALMER  said  that  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  voted  in  accordance  with 
the  way  he  had  spoken  he  would  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  because  be  saw  some 
good  in  it,  and  in  Oonmiittee  he  could  strike  out 
all  those  portions  that  he  objected  to— namely, 
the  portions  which  referred  to  people  alreiidy 
in  l^e  colony.  He  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller  deserved  great  credit  for 
having  introduced  this  Bill.  He  considered 
that  one  of  the  principal  objections  to  Chinese 
was  that  they  did  not  come  here  to  become 
colonists,  but  to  make  as  much  money  as  they 
could  out  of  the  people  of  the  colony  and  then 
olear  out  and  leave  us  to  sink  or  swim  as  best 
we  could.  He  said  any  person,  whethe^  he  were 
a  Chinaman  or  from  any  other  country,  should 
be  welcome  to  New  Zealand  if  he  came  here  to 
hear  our  duties  and  our  burdens  and  share  in 
our  profits  and  losses.  So  long  as  those  who 
•entered  the  country  became  colonists  of  New 
Zealand  he  would  be  willing  to  eidmit  them 
here,  even  to  the  extent  of  a  certain  number 
of  Chinese ;  but  if  people  of  any  race  simply 
•came  to  make  money  out  of  the  people  here 
and  then  went  away — if  they  did  not  bring  their 
wives  and  families  with  them  and  show  that  it 
was  their  intention  to  stay  in  the  country — ^he 
thought  it  would  be  a  detriment  to  the  colony 
to  allow  them  to  come.  He  did  not  agree  with 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller  in  one 
thing  that  he  said.  The  honourable  gentleman 
-said  that  the  Chinese  were  worse  than  the 
Austrians.  They  might  be  worse  than  the 
Austrians  who  came  to  settle — and  far  be  it 
from  him  to  say  that  he  would  stop  industrious 
Austrians  from  settling  here — but  he  did  not 
want  that  class  who  came  here  merely  to  ms^e 
what  they  could,  to  clean  out  our  gumfi^ds,  to 
impoverish  the  land,  and  then  olear  out,  leaving 
us  to  sink  or  swim.    When  they  had  starved 


out  those  New-Zealanders  who  were  endeavour- 
ing to  eke  out  a  small  existence  on  these  fields, 
then  they  would  go  away.  He  should  be  very 
sorry  to  see  that.  He  had  Austrians  in  his 
electorate  who  had  made  some  of  the  best 
colonists  in  New  Zealand.  They  were  to  be 
found  in  the  Puhoi  settlements.  He  would 
welcome  all  who  came  to  till  the  soil,  and  who 
would  remain  here,  and  be  a  credit  to  them- 
selves and  to  the  colony.  And  the  Chinaman 
was  sometimes  a  very  fair  colonist,  too.  He 
came  and  tilled  the  soil:  but  the  Austrian 
simply  came  to  take  our  wealth  out  of  the 
ground,  and  to  impoverish  the  land  by  taking 
the  gum  out  of  the  land,  and  making  it  worth- 
less. Such  a  man  would  be  a  curse  to  the 
colony. 

An  Hon.  Mek beb.— What  is  the  use  of  the 
gum  in  the  ground  ? 

Mr.  PALMER  said  they  had  not  so  much 
that  foreigners  should  come  and  take  it.  The 
Government  had  not  to  provide  a  ha'porth  of 
relief-works  for  the  Auckland  Provincial  Dis- 
trict. When  a  man  had  nothing  else  to  do 
there,  he  went  out  on  the  gumfields  and  eked 
out  an  existence.  What  was  the  good  of  a 
sovereign  until  it  was  put  in  use  ?  If  a  colonist 
had  ten  sovereigns  he  would  not  think  it  a 
good  thing  for  a  foreigner  to  come  to  the  coun- 
try and  take  five  of  those  sovereigns  away.  They 
should  keep  what  they  had  got  for  their  own 
people,  so  that  people  should  not  be  thrown  on 
the  colony,  leaving  the  Government  to  provide 
relief-works  in  that  district,  where  they  had 
no  such  works  now.  Why  should  the  County 
Councils  have  their  roads  cut  up  by  these 
people  without  their  paying  one  cent  for  the 
use  they  made  of  the  roads  ? 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— Put  on  a  poll-tax. 

Mr.  PALMER  said  they  had  no  power  to  put 
on  a  poll-tax.  If  there  was  any  way  of  gettmg 
these  people  to  naturalise  themselves  he  would 
say,  let  them  do  it.  He  congratulated  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller  on  bringing 
in  this  Bill.  It  might  not  pass,  but  he  would 
vote  for  the  second  reading.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve in  injuring  any  one  at  present  in  the 
colony,  but  he  should  like  to  see  restrictions 
placed  on  those  people  who  were  pointed  out 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller. 

^Ir.  EARNSHAW  said  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  merits  of  the  Bill  brought  in  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller,  that  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not  touched  the  main 
question  at  all,  but  had  indulged  in  a  lot  of 
platitudes  with  regard  to  it.  The  Bill  simply 
comprised  three  parts,  and  upon  it  these  ques- 
tions arose,  namely :  What  constituted  a  desir- 
able colonist  ?  Should  the  Government  be  given 
power  to  decide  what  races  should  come  under 
section  2  ?  And,  third,  what  restrictions  should 
be  placed  upon  undesirable  immigrants  ?  There 
could  be  no  question  that  in  the  near  future 
the  whole  of  the  Australasian  Colonies,  as  well 
as  the  whole  Anglo-Saxon  race,  would  have  to 
face  this  question  with  the  Asiatic  nations.  So 
far  as  the  standard  of  life  was  concerned,  the 
Asiatic  had  the  advant&ge  of  the  European,  ssnd 
therefore  there  was  no  question  at  all  that  it 
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was  4he  duty  of  the  Govenunent  seriouBly  to 
consider  this  subject  of  competition  between 
the  laces.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States,  more  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
Western  States,  had  found  the  necessity  of 
dealing  with  the  Chinese-immigrant  question. 
He  could  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of  this 
subject,  for  he  had  given  very  close  study  to  the 
Chinese  question  in  San  SVancisco.  He  had 
spont  months  in  studying  the  condition  of  the 
Ckinese  race  in  Kearney  Street,  and  from  what 
he  knew  of  the  question  it  was  altogether  im> 
possible  for  a  European  to  compete  with  them. 
The 'honourable  member  for  the  Buller  had  not 
realised  the  true  position.  He  said  in  the  4th 
clause  of  the  Bill, — 

**  No  person  but  a  British  subject  shall  be  the 
owner  or  occupier  of  any  shop  or  place  for  the 
sale  of  wares  or  food,  or  for  the  manufacture 
of  goods  ;  nor  shall  any  one  but  a  British  sub- 
ject be  or  act  as  a  hawker ;  and  no  license  shall 
issue  to  any  person  to  act  as  a  hawker  unless 
6uch  person  is  a  British  subject." 

He  said  nothing  with  regard  to  the  manu- 
&ctnre  of  goods,  but  simply  that  none  but  a 
British  subject  should  be  the  owner  or  occu- 
pier of  a  shop  or  place  for  the  sale  of  wares  or 
food,  and  that  he  should  not  follow  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  hawker.  Assuming  that  they  allowed 
aliens  to  come  into  the  colony,  and  did  not  allow 
them  to  occupy  shops,  what  were  they  going 
to  do  for  a  living?  If  they  were  allowed  to 
come  into  the  colony  they  must  live,  and  they 
must  displace  other  labour  to  enable  them  to 
do  so.  It  might  be  the  same  as  witii  those 
Chinese  who,  in  building  the  railroads  of  cen- 
tral California,  displaced  the  navvies,  and,  in 
that  way  were  just  as  injurious  as  if  they 
displaced  the  shopkeepers  in  Market  Street, 
San  Francisco.  The  question  as  to  the  nation- 
ality of  the  persons  introduced  offered  no  solu- 
tion of  the  question.  They  must  first  deter- 
mine whether  they  should  allow  these  people  to 
come  or  not.  Unless  they  altered  the  Constitu- 
tion they  could  not  say  to  them  how  they  should 
earn  their  bread.  There  could  be  no  question 
abouc  it  this  Bill  was  aimed  specially  against 
two  races—the  Syrians  and  the  Chinese— and 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata 
more  especially  against  the  Austrians  on 
the  gumfields.  If  they  were  going  to  debar 
Austrians  from  coming  into  this  colony,  on 
the  same  ground  they  would  have  to  debar 
foreigners  from  any  part  of  Europe;  they 
would  debar  Italians,  Frenchmen,  Germans. 
They  were  all  pretty  well  on  the  same  plane, 
so  far  as  competition  with  our  labour  was  con- 
oemed.  It  was  nonsense  to  talk  about  dig- 
ging gum  out  of  the  earth.  He  would  like  to 
know  where  they  were  going  to  get  it  from  if 
net  from  there.  They  were  just  as  much  en- 
titled to  dig  for  gum  as  for  gold.  Unless  the 
Legislature  was  prepared  to  say  distinctly  and 
emphatically  that  we  would  dkil^  have  a  certain 
proportion  of  persons  of  Asiatic  or  other  races 
in  the  colony,  they  could  not  deed  with  ^is 
question.  Once  they  allowed  a  man  to  land 
on  their  shores  they  had  no  right  whatever 
to  restrict  that  man  from  entering  on  any 


avenue  of  labour  in  which  he  could  manage 
to  earn  his  daily  bread.  He  would  simply  say 
this  Bill  was  beating  the  air  with  regard  to 
this  question.  The  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  understand  the  question,  or  he  never  would 
have  framed  the  Bill  on  the  lines  he  had  done ; 
and  whilst  he  (Mr.  Eamshaw)  thought  this 
was  a  serious  question,  and  one  that  would 
have  to  be  grappled  with,  he  would  not  support 
this  Bill,  because  he  did  not  think  it  dealt  with 
the  question  in  a  proper  manner. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  was  not  able  to  congratu- 
late the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller  on 
the  Bill  he  had  brought  in.  The  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata  congratulated  him; 
and  he  could  easily  understand  the  reason  why 
that  honourable  gentleman  had  done  so.  That 
honourable  gentleman  has  rather  put  his  foot 
in  it  with  regard  to  those  Austrians  and  Ger- 
mans at  Puhoi.  Before,  he  wished  to  do  them 
all  the  harm  he  could,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  popular  thing  immediately  before  the 
elections  to  denounce  all  foreigners,  especially 
Austrians.  Now  he  found  it  a  very  profitable 
thing  to  praise  them  i}p,  and  he  took  advantage 
of  this  Bill  to  put  in  a  good  word  for  them.  He 
had  seen  the  error  of  his  ways.  He  now  made 
a  speech  to  be  embalmed  in  Hansard^  to  undo 
what  he  did  the  other  night.  Why  should  not 
these  men  have  as  much  right  to  dig  gum  as 
others?  Why  should  those  who  had  been 
here  a  few  years  longer  want  to  keep  it  for 
themselves?  He  could  not  understand  that  at 
all.  The  honourable  member  for  the  Buller, 
in  bringing  in  this  Bill,  had  probably  the  same 
sort  of  thing  in  view.  Probably  he  had  got  a 
lot  of  market-gardeners,  too  lazy  to  work,  and 
small  shopkeepers,  who  charged  such  high 
prices  that  they  could  not  live  alongside  the 
Chinese.  This  Bill,  brought  in  on  the  eve  of 
a  general  election,  was  very  much  like  other 
things  that  were  seen  at  this  particular  time. 
On  accounj:  of  the  very  gigantic  intellect  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller,  no 
doubt,  they  should  scan  the  Bill,  and  look  at  it. 
The  honourable  member  for  Masterton  said 
that  these  people  could  get  naturalised.  They 
coiid  not.  This  Bill  specially  forbade  their 
getting  naturalised.  The  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill 
stated — 

"No  letters  of  naturalisation  shall  be 
issued  to  persons  belonging  to'  any  race  whose 
habits  and  mode  of  life  are  such  as  to  prevent 
them  from  becoming  desirable  colonists,  unless 
it  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Governor 
in  Council  that  any  such  persons  are  likely  to 
become  suitable  colonists." 

Who  was  to  say  they  would  not  be  perma- 
nent colonists  ? 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— The  Bill  says  "desirable 
colonists." 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  care  whether  they  were 
permanent  or  not.  He  was  giving  him  credit 
for  more  than  he  deserved.  "  Desirable  colo- 
nists." They  might  possibly  have  people  of  all 
foreign  nations  coming  here,  and  they  might 
debar  the  whole  world  by  this  clause.  And 
1  mark  the  skilful  way  in  which  it  was  done. 
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The  honourable  member  for  the  Buller  wanted 
to  protect  his  tinpot  twopenny-halfpenny  Til- 
lages on  the  West  Coast.  He  was  willing  to 
turn  these  men  loose  on  the  rest  of  the  colony 
as  long  as  he  could  preserve  his  little  tinpot 
places  somewhere  on  the  West  Coast.  He  was 
very  artful  in  the  wa^  he  framed  the  clause. 
No  letters  of  naturalisation  were  to  be  issued 
unless  it  was  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Qovemor  in  Council  that  such  persons  were 
likely  to  become  suitable  colonists.  He  put 
the  onus  on  the  persons  to  be  affected  by  this 
clause,  who  had  to  prove  they  were  desirable 
colonists.  How  on  earth  could  such  a  person 
prove  it  if  he  was  already  prejudged  by  incur- 
able bias  ? 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— The  Governor  in  Council  is 
to  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  said  the  Governor  in  Coun- 
cil  might  have  incurable  bias.  The  Governor 
in  Council  meant  the  Minister,  and  how  was  a 
man  to  prove  that  he  was  a  desirable  colonist  ? 
The  whole  race  was  condemned.  According  to 
this  Bill  they  could  not  possibly  have  a  good 
Austrian.  The  Puhoi  men  had  got  to  go  under 
this  Bill.  He  did  not  say  that  a  German,  a 
Frenchman,  or  an  Austrian  might  be  a  very 
good  chap.  He  did  not  say  that  a  man  might 
come  into  the  colony.  The  Governor  in  Coun- 
cil must  declare  that  the  whole  race  was  not 
to  assimilate  with  ourselves. 

Mr.  O'CONOR. — You  are  misrepresenting. 
Read  clause  2. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  said  he  had  read  clause 
2 ;  and  then  clause  3  said,  *'  The  Governor 
may,  by  Proclamation,  declare  the  races  that 
come  under  the  foregoing  section."  The  word 
"may"  was  there,  but  that  word  was  man- 
datory. If  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
command  the  Governor,  he  would  do  so,  no 
doubt ;  but  he  thought  that  House  would  not 
allow  him.  The  honourable  member  would 
have  put  in  ** shall"  if  he  could..  He  said 
the  Governor  in  Council  should  declare  whole 
nations  that  should  not  be  assimilated  to  our 
nation  here  in  any  way  whatever.  That  was  a 
very  unfair  way  to  put  it.  It  did  not  stop  their 
coming,  but,  when  they  came,  be  marked  out 
certain  things  they  should  not  do.  He  simply 
said.  Come  here  as  much  as  you  like,  —  and 
Chinamen  especially,  who  would  have  to  pay 
£10.  No  Chinaman  could  come  unless  he  paid 
£10  for  the  pleasure  of  coming  here,  and  when 
they  got  him  he  was  not  to  keep  a  shop,  prac- 
tically not  to  keep  a  garden,  or  do  any  hawking. 
That  WEbs  a  nice  proposal  1  What  right  had 
they  to  allow  persons  to  come  into  the  country, 
and  keep  them  here,  and  say  they  should  not 
work  in  this  occupation  or  that  occupation? 
What  right  had  we  to  take  away  a  portion  of  a 
man's  livelihood  ?  Why  not  say  at  once  that 
no  grey-headed  man  should  keep  a  shop,  or 
that  no  bald-headed  man  should  come  to  Par- 
liament? They  might  just  as  well  do  that  as 
say  that  we  would  allow  a  person  to  come  to 
this  colony  and  then  say  that  he  should  not  be 
allowed  to  do  this  or  that  work.  The  whole 
thing  was  preposterous.  Chinamen  had  at 
present  to  pay  a  fee  of  £1  for  naturalisation. 
Mr,  Buckland 


The  present  Bill  would  stop  them  from  being 
naturalised.  The  consequence  of  the  passing 
of  this  Bill  would  be  that  all  the  Chinamen 
would  have  to  give  up  their  present  occupa- 
tions. He  might  point  out  thiat  at  the  shops 
of  the  Chinese  they  could  obtain  certain  pecu- 
liar little  articles  that  could  not  be  got  else- 
where. They  certainly  taught  us  how  to  garden 
in  places  which  before  no  European  could 
garden  in.  They  frequently  went  on  to  wet, 
marshy  flats,  and  worked  that  land  in  a  way 
that  Europeans  had  certainly  not  been  able  to 
do.  He  had  had  no  experience  in  buying  vege- 
tables from  Chinamen,  but  in  Auckland  he  had 
constantly  seen  them  carrying  round  their  vege- 
tables ;  and  he  would  say  this :  that  they  had 
taught  us  how  to  get  a  great  deal  out  of  a  very 
small  area  of  ground.  If  we  said  we  would  not 
allow  any  more  Chinese  to  come  here  he  might 
be  prepared  to  support  such  a  measure  :  that 
would  be  a  manly  and  a  fair  measure ;  but  the 
present  Bill  practically  said  they  might  come 
here,  and  then  it  proposed  to  gradually  starve 
them  out.  That  was  an  unmanly  and  unfair 
thing  to  do.  He  would  also  be  in  favour  of  pre- 
venting Syrians  from  coming  here,  but  he  did 
not  think  we  should  prevent  a  Syrian  who  was 
here  from  hawking — the  only  occupation  he 
had  been  brought  up  to — ^for  the  result  of  that 
would  probably  be  to  drive  him  to  take  to  un- 
lawful methods  of  earning  a  living.  He  would 
support  a  measure  to  prevent  members  of  cer- 
tain nations  from  coming  here  altogether,  bat 
he  would  never  do  that  in  regard  to  Euro- 
peans. As  to  Norwegians,  Danes,  Austrians, 
and  members  of  other  European  nations,  we 
could  not  get  finer  or  better  men  to  come  here 
than  many  of  these  people  were.  They  were 
quite  up  to  our  standard  in  many  ways.  Then, 
if  Home  Rule  were  carried,  we  might  possibly 
be  legislating  against  Irishmen.  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Buller  might  become 
Premier  some  day,  and  possibly  he  might  pro- 
claim all  the  European  and  American  peoples 
as  being  races  coming  under  this  BiU,  and  then 
what  a  nice  state  of  things  it  would  be!  It 
would  not  reflect  any  credit  on  us  as  a  colony, 
nor  would  it  do  us  any  good.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  selected  the  occu- 
pations in  which  these  pople  ho  was  legislating 
against  were  now  mainly  working  at,  and  it 
was  evident  he  intended  to  slowly  starve  them 
out  of  the  place.  If  we  stopped  a  further  influx 
of  Syrians  and  Chinamen  he  did  not  think 
the  present  number  in  the  colony  would  be 
dangerous.  They  would  very  soon  assimilate 
themselves  with  the  people  here,  or  leave  the 
colony,  and  they  would  be  practically  no  detri- 
ment to  us.  He  certainly  hoped,  if  there 
was  the  slightest  sign  of  any  larger  influx  of 
Chinese,  that  whoever  was  Premier  would  take 
stringent  steps  to  prevent  it.  He  thought  the 
time  had  come  when  our  struggle  and  the 
struggle  of  the  Australians  would  be  against 
the  Chinese.  China  had  such  a  vast  popula- 
tion, and  was  making  such  wonderful  strides 
towards  becoming  a  great  military  and  naval 
power,  that  he  thought  they  would  be  a  menace 
to  these  colonies    in    the  future.    He  would 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1893.] 


Aliens  Bill. 


[HOUSE.] 


Count-out. 


337 


ahnoet  like  to  see  some  Bill  intxoduoed  to  stop 
them  from  coming  here,  but  not  a  Bill  of  this 
■ort. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Amend  it  in  Goomiittee. 

Mr.  BUCXLAND  said  there  was  only  one 
way  of  amending  it,  and  that  was  by  striking 
the  whole  thing  out.  He  would  certainly  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  PALMER  desired  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  honourable  member  for 
Mannkau  had  put  into  Hansard  that  he  (Mr. 
PiJmer)  had  denounced  all  Austrians. 

Mr.  BUGKLAND  said  he  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  PALMER  said  he  had  never  denounced 
the  Austrians,  but  had  stated  that  they  were 
honest,  sober,  and  industrious. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND.— I  never  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  denounced  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House  opened  up  a  lat^e  and  most  important 
question,  involving  as  it  did  the  question  of 
international  law ;  and  Imperial  interests  were 
also  involved.  He  should  say  that  it  would  be 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  were  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  allowed  to  pass.  There  was  no  doubt 
we  had  power  as  a  colony  to  prevent  the  land- 
ing of  undesirable  colonists— those  of  an  alien 
race ;  and,  if  it  was  found  they  were  coming  in 
too  great  numbers,  and  to  the  detriment  of  the 
people  of  New  Zealand,  it  was  in  that  direction 
that  relief  must  be  given;  and  he,  for  one, 
would  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  ask  Par- 
liament to  pass  such  a  law  as  would  prevent 
what  in  the  past  had  been  to  New  Zealand  a 
very  great  evil.  He  said  this  with  all  due  re- 
spect to  those  who  claimed  for  the  Chinese  race 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  industry,  care,  and 
economy  of  the  Chinese  that  they  were  able 
to  compete  successfully  with  men  of  Euro- 
pean race.  He  denied  that  altogether.  He 
had  known  the  Chinese  on  the  goldfields,  and 
he  would  say  that  on  the  goldfields  they  were 
ondesirable.  They  had  overrun  our  alluvial 
goldfields,  and  had  thus  reduced  the  Euro- 
pean population  on  our  goldfields.  There  was 
alluvial  ground  that  could  have  been  worked 
for  years  by  our  European  miners,  but  the 
Chinese  had  gone  on  those  goldfields  in 
hordes,  and  worked  out  the  ground  in  a  few 
years,  and  had  left  the  country  all  the  poorer. 
They  had  thus  done  a  serious  injury  to  the 
European  miners.  And,  while  the  Chinese 
were  winning  gold,  they  were  practically  of 
no  benefit  whatever  to  the  country.  Very 
light  duty  was  collected  from  the  goods  they 
consumed,  and  they  traded  within  themselves 
exclusively ;  and  whilst,  as  he  said,  they  were 
impoverishing  the  country  we  were  practically 
getting  nothing  in  return.  And  he  would  say 
this:  Should  we  not  apply  this  rule  to  this 
question — should  we  not  endeavour,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  preserve  and  improve  our  race  here? 
We  ought  to  look  to  that ;  and  when  a  nation 
that  did  not  look  to  that,  and  look  to  the 
future  as  to  what  the  race  was  to  be,  those 
who  governed  that  nation  were  not  doing  their 
duty  to  the  people.  In  New  Zealand,  with  our 
climate,  with  our  present  population,  and  with 
other  advantages  we  had,  we  must  in  years  to 
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come,  if  we  preserved  intact  the  race  we  had 
here  now — we  must  and  should  be  the  first 
people  in  the  southern  seas :  in  fact,  he  ques- 
tioned whether  ho  might  not  go  further  afield. 
He  therefore  said.  Where  you  found  an  unde- 
sirable class  of  colonists  coming  in  large  num- 
bers you  should  prevent  them.  Some  years 
ago  he  introduced  into  the  House  a  Bill  placing 
restrictions  upon  the  landing  of  Chinese.  In 
another  place  they  refused  to  pass  the  same, 
and  thus  to  give  efiect  to  the  wishes  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people. 

COUNT-OUT. 

Attention  having  been  called  to  the  State  of 
the  House, 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  counted  the  House,  and  found 
there  were  not  twenty  members  present;  and 
the  bell  having  been  rung,  and  there  still  not 
being  a  House, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  declared  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  nine  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  25th  August,  1893, 


Second  Headings— Third  Beadings—ManRatn  No.  1 
Empowering  Bill— Major  Kemp— Native  Trasts 
and  Claims  Definition  and  Beglstration  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaebb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

PaAYBBS. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Companies  Bill,  Gisborne  High  School  Bill, 
Kiwitea  County  Bill,  Mokoreta  Cemetery  Re- 
serve Bill,  Wellington  (City)  Suburbs  Sanita- 
tion Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Lyttelton 
Orphanage  Lands  Vesting  Bill,  Taranaki  Relief 
Fund  Distribution  Bill. 

MANGATU  No.  1  EMPOWERING  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving,  TJiat  this 
Bill  be  tvow  read  the  second  time,  said  he  had 
been  asked  to  take  charge  of  it  by  the  honour- 
able member  representing  the  Southern  Maori 
District  in  another  place,  who  had  charge  of  it  in 
the  Lower  House.  The  Bill  had  received  very 
careful  consideration  not  only  from  the  Private 
Bills  Committee  of  the  Lower  House,  but  also 
from  a  Select  Committee  specially  appointed. 
It  had  been  considerably  altered,  and,  he 
thought,  improved.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
set  out  in  the  title :  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  incorporating  the  Native  owners  of  a  block 
of  land  in  the  Gisborne  district,  containing 
one  hundred  thousand  acres.  The  position 
was,  that  some  years  ago  the  title  to  this 
block  was  investigated  by  the  Native  Land 
Court ;  and  170  persons,  whose  names  were 
given  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill,  were  found 
to  be  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  block.    Those 
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owners  nominated  twelve  perBons  to  act  as 
trustees  for  them.  That  arrangement  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  Court,  and  formed  their  title  to 
the  land.  These  twelve  persons  shortly  after- 
wards executed  a  declaration  of  trust  setting 
out  that  they  held  this  land  in  trust  for  all 
persons  by  whom  they  were  nominated.  Five  of 
the  twelve  trustees  had  since  died,  and,  in  the 
regular  course,  successors  had  been  appointed 
by  the  Native  Land  Court.  In  place  of  the 
twelve  trustees  originally  appointed,  it  ap- 
peared that  there  were  some  fifty  persons  who 
now  claimed  direct  action  in  dealing  with  this 
land.  Of  the  179  outside  claimants,  many  had 
died,  and  the  remainder  had  applied  to  the 
Native  Land  Court  for  succession  orders  in 
the  usual  course.  The  Court  found  that  it 
was  prevented,  by  the  application  of  the  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  Acts  relating  to  Na- 
tive lands  now  on  the  statute-book,  from  deal- 
ing with  the  succession  of  these  outside  per- 
sons, on  the  ground  that  they  could  recognise 
no  one  as  having  a  right  in  the  block  except 
the  twelve  persons  naoned  in  the  grant.  This 
had  given  rise  to  veiy  great  dissatisfaction ;  and 
the  land,  which  was  valuable,  and  in  a  rising 
district,  was  rendered  completely  useless ;  nei- 
ther could  the  trustees  dispose  of  any  of  it  in 
any  possible  way.  The  present  proposition  was 
quite  a  new  departure  m  dealing  with  these 
questions,  and  it  was  proposed  with  a  view  to 
the  land  being  thrown  open  for  settlement.  It 
was  a  proposal  for  incorporating  all  the  persons 
interested  in  the  land,  and  declared  that  they 
had  the  rights  of  owners,  and  gave  them  the 
power  of  appointing  a  committee,  by  election 
of  the  whole,  to  manage  the  particular  block, 
giving  them  power  to  dispose  of  it  under  certain 
restrictions  set  out  in  the  Bill.  It  was  provided 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  or  leases  should 
be  paid  to  the  Public  Trustee,  and  by  him  be 
distributed  among  the  persons  found  entitled  to 
it.  It  was  an  experiment  that  would  be  watched 
with  considerable  interest,  and  it  was  also  one 
that  in  this  particular  case  might  be  tried 
without  fear  of  unpleasant  consequences.  The 
Bill  was  one  which  should  be  read  a  second 
time,  and  should  then  be  referred  to  the 
Private  Bills  Committee,  where  any  evidence 
in  opposition  could  be  heard. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  he  had  been 
asked  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
one  apparent  omission  in  clause  4.  It  would 
be  better  to  mention  it  now,  as  he  should  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  bringing  it  under  the 
notice  of  the  Committee.  The  wording  of  the 
clause  left  it  open  to  the  meeting  to  appoint 
poisons  on  the  committee  who  were  not  owners, 
atid  it  appeared  that  that  was  regarded  in 
many  quarters  as  an  omission  that  ought  to  be 
remedied.  He  therefore  desired  to  draw  his 
honourable  friend's  attention  to  the  point. 

Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  about  the  Bill.  He  had  only  just  seen  it, 
and  he  thought  it  was  a  very  important  mea- 
sure. It  dealt  with  a  large  block  of  land.  He 
also  noticed  that  there  were  a  large  number  of 
Natives  whose  names  appeared  a.s  owners  of 
that  block.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  be 
Hon.  Dr,  Pollen 


cautious  in  dealing  with  the  Bill.  He  knew 
that  there  was  another  company  dealing  with 
land  in  the  same  district  some  time  since,  and 
the  Native  owners  who  joined  that  company 
had  suffered,  and  the  lands  had  been  squan- 
dered by  the  company.  He  thought  he  recog- 
nised in  this  list  of  names  the  names  of  some 
persons  who  were  connected  with  that  com* 
pany,  and  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  be  able  to 
persuade  the  majority  of  the  owners  to  allow 
their  lands  to  be  parted  with  by  that  com- 
pany. They  were  taking  that  step  in  order  to 
be  able  to  deal  with  the  lands.  An  Act  was 
passed  by  Parliament  by  which  only  ten  names 
could  be  inserted  in  the  Crown  grant  or  certi- 
ficates for  the  land  belonging  to  the  people 
who  had  made  the  applications.  It  was  in  1873 
that  the  law  was  passed  by  which  the  whole  of 
the  owners  could  have  their  names  inserted  in 
the  title.  The  law  was  so  altered  because  the 
Natives  suffered  by  having  their  lands  vested  in 
trustees.  His  opinion  was  that  the  proper 
thing  to  do  was  to  subdivide  the  land,  so  that 
each  owner  could  deal  with  his  land  as  he 
thought  fit.  He  knew  very  well  that  these 
trustees  induced  the  Natives  to  sign  each 
document,  and  the  result  would  be  that  they 
would  have  petitions  constantly  coming  to  the 
Council.  If  he  could  be  sure  that  the  Natives 
did  each  one  of  them  agree  to  this  measure 
of  his  own  accord,  and  that  the  signatures  to 
the  agreement  were  not  obtained  by  certain 
persons  going  round  and  asking  them  to  sign 
these  papers,  then  he  should  feel  more  satisfied. 
He  knew  that  some  of  those  persons  whom  it 
was  proposed  to  appoint  as  trustees  were  also 
connected  with  the  company  he  had  already 
referred  to,  and  that  they  were  also  joint  owners 
in  the  block  in  question.  When  he  had  a  Bill 
before  the  Council  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  said 
they  should  be  very  careful  and  see  that  they 
were  doing  the  right  thing.  He  (Mr.  Taiaroa) 
was  of  that  opinion  now.  As  regarded  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  he  feared  that  possibly  some  harm 
might  result  from  the  passing  of  it.  He  had 
lived  for  fifty  years  in  this  world,  and  had  not 
yet  been  accused  of  having  obtained  posses- 
sion of  any  land  from  the  Natives  fraudulently. 
When  the  Taiaroa  Empowering  Bill  was  being 
discussed  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  urged  the 
Council  to  be  very  careful  and  cautious,  to 
remember  that  Taiaroa  was  a  chief  who 
had  considerable  infiuence  over  his  people, 
and  that  he  would  probably  obtain  possession 
of  their  lands.  He  (Mr.  Taiaroa)  could  as- 
sure the  Council  that  he  had  never  done  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  but  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  moved  the  adjournment^  postponing 
his  (Mr.  Taiaroa's)  Bill,  he  felt  sure  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  that  opinion  regard- 
ing him,  although  nothing  had  been  brought 
forward  against  him.  He  believed  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself  was  connected  with  the 
company  to  which  he  had  referred,  and  that  had 
done  so  much  harm.  He  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ought  to  remember  the  failure 
of  that  company,  and  not  endeavour  to  apply  a 
similar  measure  to  the  Natives.  He  (Mr.  Taia- 
roa) had  not,  personally,  done  harm  to  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1893.] 


Mangatu  No.  1 


[COUNCILS 


Empowering  Bill,  ^39 


Native.  A  measure  of  the  kind  should,  properly, 
be  brought  in  by  a  member  like  himself.  He 
noticed  the  Bill  was  a  private  Bill,  a»nd  he  hoped 
it  would  go  to  the  Private  Bills  Committee  or 
to  some  other  Committee — say,  to  the  Native 
Afiairs  Committee — where  some  of  the  owners 
could  be  called.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
Bill  was  desired  or  not.  He  would  only  bo  too 
glad  if  the  Native  owners  could  come  and  prove 
that  what  he  had  said  had  been  uncalled-for, 
and  that  they  would  assure  him  that  it  was 
i^eir  own  desire  that  the  Bill  should  pass.  He 
moved,  That  the  Bill  he  referred  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee, 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  it  must  first 
go  to  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  considered  this  was 
one  of  that  class  of  Bills  which  required  extra- 
ordinary investigation.  It  should  first  go  to  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  and  then  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  for  investigation.  He  did 
not  like  the  look  of  the  Bill,  although  he  did 
not  know  anything  about  the  locality.  He 
would  like  to  know  in  what  position  these 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  would  be, 
and  in  whose  occupation  they  were.  Was  he 
to  understand  that  a  lot  of  the  land  was 
already  sold  ? 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  his  idea  of 
dealing  with  the  land  was  the  same  as  that 
expressed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa — ^namely, 
that  it  should  be  cut  up  and  divided  among 
^e  Natives,  and  made  inalienable,  so  that 
they  might  work  their  own  land,  and  be  under 
the  ordinary  law.  Ho  would  not  offer  any  ob- 
jection to  the  Bill  going  to  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  understood 
his  honourable  friend  Dr.  Pollen  to  have  given 
the  strongest  possible  guarantee  that  there  was 
nothing  objectionable  in  the  Bill ;  otherwise  he 
might  have  some  distrust  of  it.  His  honour- 
able friend  thoroughly  know  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  the  rights  and  wrongs  of  the  case  ; 
and,  if  it  were  sent  to  any  reasonable  Commit- 
tee to  verify  the  schedule,  he  saw  no  objection 
to  the  Bill  passing. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  he  was,  per- 
sonally, quite  indifferent  about  the  Bill.  Ho 
had  been  induced  by  the  honourable  member 
for  the   Southern  Maori  District  in  another 

flace  to  take  charge  of  the  Bill  in  the  Council. 
[e  had  not  any  very  strong  confidence  in  the 
capacity  of  Natives  to  conduct  their  own 
imairs  before  these  committees,  but  he  was 
quite  vdlling  that  the  experiment  should  be 
made  in  this  case,  so  as  to  give  them  an  op- 
portxmity.  He  thought  that  to  the  Natives 
themselves  should  be  left  the  responsibility 
of  choosing  their  own  representatives  on  that 
oommittee,  and  if  they  thought  it  desirable 
that  a  higher  intelligence,  or  a  more  practical 
acquaintance  with  such  matters,  than  their 
own  should  be  brought  to  bear  on  it  they 
should  not  be  prevented  from  taking  it.  He 
understood  his  nonourable  friend  Mr.  Taiaroa 
to  have  referred  to  the  New  Zealand  Native 
Land  Settlements  Company,  and  he  did  not 
seem  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  that 


company.  What  that  company  had  done  was 
this:  They  entered  into  that  business  with  a 
very  sincere  desire  to  help  the  Natives  on  the 
East  Coast  to  get  the  titles  to  their  lands 
settled,  so  that  they  might  be  disposed  of  and 
made  available  for  settlement.  The  result  was, 
the  company  lost.  All  those  persons — amongst 
whom  he  was  one — had  lost  many  thousands 
of  pounds,  and  that  was  after  all  their  years  of 
arduous  and  thankless  labour.  That  was  what 
one  got  for  meddling  in  that  kind  of  Native 
matters  in  the  colony.  He  hoped  the  usual 
course  laid  down  by  the  Standing  Orders 
would  be  pursued  in  this  case. 
Bill  read  the  second  time. 

MAJOR  KEMP. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  moved,  That  the 
evidence  taJcen  before  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee upon  the  petition  No.  3  of  Major  Kemp 
be  printed.  He  said  it  was  desirable  that  the 
evidence  of  Wi  Parata  and  Major  Kemp,  given 
before  the  Committee,  should  be  printed,  as 
it  dealt  with  a  very  important  matter.  He 
thought  the  reasons  for  the  petition  should  be 
printed,  so  that  they  could  be  read  by  Euro- 
peans and  Natives.  It  must  not  be  said  that 
the  Natives  had  no  right  to  what  they  asked  for. 
Other  races,  Europeans,  and  natives  of  other 
countries,  had  all  asked  for  similar  powers ; 
and  it  was  only  by  reading  what  they  brought 
forward  in  support  of  their  claims  that  they 
could  tell  whether  or  not  it  was  right  to  grant 
their  request.  He  hoped  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary would  not  oppose  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  hoped 
his  honourable  friend  would  not  press  his  re-' 
quest  at  present,  because  the  papers  had  only 
just  been  laid  on  the  table,  and  he  was  sure 
honourable  members  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  reading  them.  He  thought  no  good 
purpose  could  be  served  by  printing  the  evi- 
dence of  Wi  Parata  and  Major  Kemp  in  con- 
nection with  what  was  known  sis  the  Maori 
Parliament.  He  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
afford  his  honourable  friend  any  assistance 
in  connection  with  any  matters  in  which  he 
was  interested.  He  would  ask  him  to,  at  any 
rate,  postpone  this  motion  until  honourable 
members  had  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
the  papers.  He  did  not  think  it  desirable  that 
a  matter  of  that  sort  should  be  printed  and 
placed  upon  their  records,  as  it  was  not  of 
a  sufficiently  serious  nature. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  it  would 
be  advisable  to  refer  the  evidence  to  the  Print- 
ing Committee.  He  had  looked  over  it,  and 
he  thought  the  printing  of  such  matter  would 
be  simply  ruinous.  He  thought  it  was  use- 
less printing  documents  that  were  of  no  earthly 
use,  and  that  were  never  read  by  a  single  in- 
dividual. What  was  the  use  of  filling  up 
the  blue-book  with  matter  of  that  sort?  Ho 
would  move,  TJiat  the  evidence  be  referred  to 
the  Pri7itiiig  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  unable  to  see 
much  difference  between  the  two  propositions : 
perhaps  his  honourable  friend's  perception  was 
keener  than  his  own.    He  quite  agreed  with  the 
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view  taken  by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
on  the  question,  and  thought  that  the  papers 
ought  not  to  be  printed  at  present.  He  did  not 
think,  as  a  matter  of  order,  that  the  papers 
were  really  in  the  charge  of  the  Council  at  all, 
because  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee,  which 
had  given  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to 
the  question,  had  recoiomcnded  that  all  the 
documents  should  be  referred  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  consideration,  and  until  such  con- 
sideration had  been  bestowed  he  thought  the 
papers  should  not  be  printed.  Ho  woxild  vote 
against  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  said  he 
hoped  it  would  be  borne  in  mind  that  they  did 
not  usually  pay  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  what 
the  Natives  thought.  This  was  a  matter  in 
which  they  were  interested.  This  chief  had 
given  evidence  before  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, and  was  a  spokesman  of  a  large  sec- 
tion of  the  Natives.  He  should  not,  probably, 
support  the  prayer  of  the  petitiouers,  but  he 
thought  that  a  certain  amount  of  respect  was 
due.  The  cost  would  be  very  small.  If  this 
were  done  it  would  be  one  of  those  courtesies 
which  would  go  a  long  way  towards  softening 
a  refusal,  if  such  were  determined  upon.  He 
had  often  remarked  that  the  Natives  were,  as  a 
rule,  satisfied  if  they  felt  that  their  case  had 
been  properly  gone  into.  On  some  occasions 
the  requests  were  absolutely  pooh-poohed,  so 
that,  instead  of  having  such  matters  settled  at 
once,  they  came  up  again  and  again,  until  the 
steps  that  probably  ought  to  have  been  taken 
in  the  first  instance  were  taken.  If  the  speech 
delivered  by  this  chief  before  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  were  given  publicity  to,  that  would 
go  a  long  way  towards  showing  that  they  did 
not  wish  to  burke  the  opinions  of  the  Natives. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  understood  his 
honourable  friend  to  say  that  he  wanted  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  printed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— No  ;  only 
that  one  speech. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  that  when  his 
honourable  friend  thought  the  matter  over  he 
would  agree  that  those  proceedings  should  not 
be  printed.  With  regard  to  the  motion  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds,  to  refer  the  evidence  to  the 
Printing  Committee,  he  did  not  think  that 
Committee  should  be  troubled  with  such  papers, 
as  the  Council  was  quite  capable  of  deciding 
what  action  should  be  taken.  He  agreed  with 
the  remark  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the 
papers  were  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  be 
printed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said,  if  the  Coun- 
cil had  once  agreed  to  entertain  the  petition  it 
became,  part  and  parcel,  the  property  of  the 
House;  and  so  did  the  report.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  usual  course  was  to  have 
the  evidence  printed,  and  he  did  not  see  why 
an  exception  should  be  made  in  this  case. 
Having  gone  so  far  as  to  refer  the  petition  to 
a  Committee  to  receive  the  evidence,  he  did 
not  see  how  they  could  very  well  refuse  the 
lequest  to  print  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  explained  that 
in  moving  that  the  evidence  be  referred  to  the 
Eon.  Dr.  Pollen 


Printing  Committee  he  meant  it  to  be  decided 
by  that  Committee  whether  or  not  the  evidence 
should  be  printed.  He  did  so  because  honour- 
able members  had  not  seen  the  papers,  and 
therefore  could  not  say  what  should  be  done. 

Motion  to  refer  the  evidence  to  the  Printing 
Committee  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  did  not  think 
it  was  a  great  deal  to  ask,  that  this  evidence 
be  printed.  If  this  request  were  refused  he 
thought  it  would  cause  dissatisfaction,  not 
only  to  Major  Kemp,  but  to  all  those  whom 
he  represented  on  the  occasion  to  which  it- 
related.  They  must  bear  in  mind  that  the 
petition  was  signed  by  twenty -one  thousand 
Natives,  representing  more  than  half  the  Native 
population  ;  and  if  the  printing  were  refused 
it  would  at  once  be  taken  for  granted  that  the 
Council  were  throwing  out  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  altogether.  He  thought  they  should 
at  least  hear  their  prayer,  and  consider  whether 
or  not  it  should  be  granted.  Major  Kemp» 
when  he  was  giving  his  evidence  before  the- 
Committee,  said  he  hoped  the  evidence  would 
be  printed.  He  (Mr.  Taiaroa)  told  him  that  be- 
thought it  would  be  printed,  and  that  he  would 
move  in  that  direction.  He  believed  other 
members  of  the  Committee  also  led  Major 
Kemp  to  understand  the  same.  There  were 
only  two  witnesses  called,  and  he  thought 
their  evidence  might  be  printed.  There  was 
money  being  wasted  on  many  other  things 
which  were  not  nearly  so  important.  He 
would  endeavour  to  have  his  motion  carried, 
so  that  the  Natives  might  not  think  that  the 
Government  were  hiding  their  evidence. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  only 
he  himself  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
reading  the  evidence.  Ho  had  asked  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  postpone  Ills  motion ; 
but,  as  he  did  not  seem  willing  to  take  his 
(Sir  P.  A.  Buckley's)  advice,  he  was  afraid  he- 
could  not  help  him. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  said  he  did  not  say 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  wished  to  hide 
the  evidence.  What  he  wished  to  say  was 
that,  if  they  refused  to  print  the  evidence,  the 
Natives  would  consider  that  they  were  hiding 
it,  and  did  not  wish  it  to  be  made  public.  The 
petition  came  from  the  greater  part  of  the 
Native  race,  and  that  was  why  he  thought  they 
should  allow  them  to  see  the  evidence.  When 
Sir  Robert  Stout  was  referring  to  matters  con- 
nected with  the  petition  of  Tawhiao,  he  said 
that  the  Natives  had  their  members  in  the 
House,  and  that  they  were  parties  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act.  Now,  this  application  was 
made  by  himself,  a  Maori  member,  and  he 
thought  the  Council  ought  to  grant  what  was 
asked.  That  was  why  he  asked  the  Council 
to  agree  to  the  motion. 

The  Council  divided. 
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Oliver 
Ormond 
Pharazyn 
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Noes,  11. 

Walker,  W.  0 
Wahawaha 
Whitmore 
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Bonar 
Hart 
Holmes 
Jenkinson 

Kelly 
McLean 
Montgomery 
Pollen 

Reynolds 

Richardson 

Stevens. 

Majority  for, 
Motion  agreed  to. 

18. 

NATIVE  TRUSTS  AND  CLAIMS  DEFINI- 
TION AND  REGISTRATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving, 
TTiat  this  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  timet 
said  that  when  this  Bill  was  first  introduced 
in  another  place  it  was  of  a  somewhat  im- 
portant character,  but  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee had  reduced  it  almost  to  simplicity.  It 
was  practically  for  the  purpose  of  doing  justice 
to  a  number  of  Natives  under  what  was  known 
as  the  Whakatane  Grants  Validation  Act. 
Under  that  Act  they  had  obtained  certain 
areas  of  land,  and  the  names  of  certain  chiefs 
were  inserted  in  the  grants  in  trust  for  the 
tribes.  The  chiefs  named  in  the  Bill  had  been 
receiving  the  rents,  and  the  Bill  proposed  that 
the  various  hapus  entitled  to  the  rents  should 
be  given  a  power  of  keeping  those  rents  for 
themselves.  He  proposed  to  send  the  Bill  to 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  where,  no  doubt, 
it  would  be  thoroughly  investigated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  was  very  glad  to 
hear  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the  Bill 
was  going  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 
As  far  as  he  could  understand,  the  Bill  seemed 
to  contain  some  very  important  provisions,  and 
it  appeared  to  him  to  convey  the  powers  con- 
tained in  certain  Crown  grants  and  certificates. 
It  seemed  to  imply  that  the  lands  would  be 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  those  Natives  who 
were  now  holding  them  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Crown  grants.  In  some  cases,  of  course, 
the  grantees  were  practically  trustees  for  other 
Natives ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  the  Bill  might 
be  made  to  apply  to  other  cases  where  the 
land  belonged  solely  to  the  grantees  and  their 
heirs.  It  also  appeared  that  it  was  proposed 
that  the  land  should  be  out  up  and  subdivided 
amongst  other  Natives.  He  also  noticed  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  not  intended 
to  apply  to  any  lands  that  the  trustees  in 
the  cases  might  have  sold  to  Europeans.  He 
would  like  to  explain  more  fully  what  he 
meant.  For  instance,  supposing  a  block  was 
called  Manganui,  and  this  was  awarded  to 
ten  Natives,  and  these  trustees  might  have 
«oId  a  portion  of  the  block  to  Europeans  or 
to  the  Government.  There  might  be  another 
Idock,  and  they  could  call  it,  for  convenience* 
sake,  the  Maungatua  Block.  Some  of  the 
Natives  might  be  trustees  in  that  block,  but 
tmder  the  Bill  that  block  might  be  subdivided 
And  handed  over  to  a  thousand  Natives ;  but 
AS  regarded  the  other  block  that  had  been 
Bold,  the  Bill  would  not  give  power  to  rectify 
that  trouble.    In  one  case  the  Native  owners 


would  be  satisfied,  and  in  the  other  case  they 
would  get  no  satisfaction  whatever.  He  fancied 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  tended  in  that 
direction :  they  would  possibly  give  relief  where 
the  lands  had  not  been  sold,  but  no  relief 
would  be  given  where  the  lands  had  been 
parted  with.  He  could  not  go  fully  into  the 
different  clauses  of  the  Bill,  because  he  had 
not  received  a  final  translation.  Therefore  he 
could  not  be  very  clear  as  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  and  he  must  refrain  from  entering  on 
the  details. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 
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way  Saloon  -  carriages  —  Commandant  of  the 
Forces— Weber-Wimbledon  Mail-service— Tree- 
planting  —  School  Songs  —  Imperial-guaranteed 
Debentures  —  Teachers'  Superannuation  —  Por- 
traits of  Eminent  Members— Babbit-poisoning— 
Wire-netting— Christch  urch  CI  ergy— Otorobanga 
Native  Land  Court— Dunodin  Hospital— Bull's 
State-school  Teacher— Eyre  aud  Ashley  Bivdrs— 
Deferred-payment  Thirds— Prison  Warders  and 
Matrons  — N.  Fry  day  —  Government  Insurance 
Mortgages  —  Lyttelton  Shipping  -  offlce,  &c. — 
Gambling  in  Clubs— Government  Legal  Business 
—Bonus  to  Iron  Industry— Auckland  Bifle  Asso- 
ciation —  Ck>-operative  Works— Order  Paper  — 
Amounts  paid  to  Members— Manawatu  Bail  way 
Company — Friendly  Societies — Codlin-moth  — 
Imperial-guaranteed  Debentures— Local  Tax  on 
Unimproved  Land— Electoral  Districts— Crimi- 
nal Code  Bill— Detectives— Labour  Department 
— N.  Fryday  — Mines  Statement  and  Beport— 
Napier-Taupo,  Ac,  Boads— Adjournment— Order 
of  Business— Land-scrip— Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale 
Control  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Ljtteltou   Orphanage  Lands    Vesting  'Bill, 
Public    Works   Bill,  Tramways  Bill,  CoUieiy 
Railways    Vesting   Bill,    Legislative    Officers' 
Salaries  Bill. 

NOTICES  IN  LOBBY  AS  TO  MEMBERS. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  before  calling  on  the 
business  of  the  day  he  might  mention  that 
that  day  his  attention  was  drawn  to  a  notice 
which  was  stuck  up  on  the  notice-board  in  the 
lobby,  upon  which  was  a  memorandum  referring 
to  the  private  aftairs  of  an  honourable  member. 
This  he  considered  improper,  and  he  had  the 
document  taken  down.  Honourable  members 
should  not  use  the  public  notice-board  in  the 
lobby  for  the  purpose  of  putting  up  any  inti- 
mation of  that  kind. 

CHILD  ARRESTED  AT  DEVONPORT. 
Mr.  MITCHELSON  wished  to  ask  the  Pre- 
mier a  question  without  notice.    On  the  pre* 
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vious  day  he  had  intended  asking  the  same 
question,  but  owing  to  the  forms  of  the  House 
he  did  not  get  an  opportunity  of  doing  so. 
At  half-past  two  o'clock  on  the  previous  day 
he  received  a  telegram  from  a  resident  at  Devon- 
VOTt,  informing  him  that  an  intense  feeling 
had  been  caused  throughout  the  district  by  the 
arrest  of  a  child  six  years  of  age,  and  the  con- 
stable insisting  upon  taking  the  child  out  of 
bed  early  in  the  momizig,  notwithstanding  the 
protests  made  by  relatives  of  the  child.  The 
child  vvas  arrested  for  stealing  a  fishing-line. 
It  appeared  an  extraordinary  thing  that  the 
police  should  arrest  a  child  of  such  an  age, 
when  the  family  had  raised  a  very  strong  pro- 
test against  it.  He  would  therefore  ask 
whether  the  Premier  had  any  information  on 
the  subject,  and  if  he  would  cause  inquiries  to 
be  made  as  to  the  truth  or  otherwise  of  the 
statement,  and  the  reasons  why  the  policeman 
took  such  an  extraordinary  step. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Parnell  gave  him  a  telegram  last  evening 
similar  to  that  which  had  just  been  read  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden.  He  immedi- 
ately sent  it  to  the  Commissioner  of  Police,  and 
told  him  to  ask  for  a  report  at  once  upon  the 
occurrence.  He  had  not  received  a  reply ;  but 
as  soon  as  he  received  one  during  the  course 
of  the  afternoon  he  would  let  the  honourable 
gentleman  know  what  the  Inspector  reported. 
If  the  statement  in  the  telegram  was  correct, 
he  should  certainly  say  that  a  very  harsh  pro- 
ceeding had  taken  place.  He  might  also  say, 
in  regard  to  another  case,  that  of  beating  a 
child,  which  had  been  reported  in  the  papers, 
and  in  regard  to  which  it  had  been  stated  that 
there  was  an  attempt  to  suppress  evidence,  he 
had  insisted  on  a  full  investigation  of  that 
case.  The  Minister  of  Justice  was  also  making 
inquiries  on  this  subject. 

Subsequently, 

Mr.  SEDDON  read  the  following  telegram 
which  he  had  received  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Police  :— 

"  26th  August,  1893, 
"  Hon.  W.  P.  Reeves, 

Minister  of  Justice,  Wellington. 

**  On  Sunday  last  a  man  named  O'Neill  re- 
ported to  Constable  Knowles  that  three  fishing- 
lines,  value  five  shillings,  which  he  had  set  that 
momiDg,  were  stolen,  and  that  he  had  seen  a 
boat  in  the  distance.  The  constable  accom- 
panied him  to  where  the  boat  was,  at  Shoal 
Bay.  They  saw  four  boys,  who  on  being  spoken 
to  admitted  having  taken  the  lines,  saying  they 
thought  they  had  been  left  by  picnickers.  The 
constable  arrested  the  boys,  whose  ages  range 
from  fifteen  to  sixteen,  and  brought  them  to 
Auckland,  and  it  is  alleged  he  refused  to  allow 
them  to  wait  for  tea.  They  were  bailed  out 
that  evening  by  a  Magistrate.  Next  morning 
he  arrested  two  brothers  named  O'Connell, 
aged  eight  and  six  years.  They  were  in  bed  at 
the  time.  It  is  alleged  he  dragged  them  out 
of  bed,  and  would  not  allow  them  to  wait  for 
breakfast.  The  cause  for  arresting  the  two 
younger  boys  was  that  one  of  the  others  said 
they  were  also  in  the  boat  at  the  time  the  lines 
Mr*  MitcheUon 


were  taken.  All  were  discharged  on  Monday 
morning,  after  a  strong  admonition  from  tiaa 
Bench.  It  was  sworn  in  evidence  that  the 
constable  used  very  strong  language  to  the 
sister  of  the  two  little  boys  at  the  tune  of  ar- 
rest. I  am  of  opinion  that  the  constable  did 
not  exercise  good  judgment  in  arresting  them, 
as  the  property  was  not  taken  out  of  any  house 
or  premises,  and  the  boys  were  not  known 
offenders.  He  certainly  was  not  justified  in  ar- 
resting the  two  yoimger  boys.  I  am  now  hold- 
ing an  inquiry,  and  will  report  first  mail. 

"J.  HiCKSON, 

"  Inspector,  Auckland." 
If  the  facts  as  disclosed  in  that  telegram 
were  correct,  he  might  say  he  questioned  very 
much  whether  the  constable  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  doing  the  same  thing  again. 

•    DESTITUTE  NATIVES. 

Mr.  LAKE  asked  the  Government  if  they 
had  received  any  reply  from  Mr.  Wilkinson,  the 
Native  Agent  at  Otorohanga,  as  to  distress  ex- 
isting amongst  the  Natives  owing  to  the  recent 
Waikato  floods. 

Mr.  CARROLL  informed  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  had  wired  to  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son about  the  matter  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  brought  up  the  other  evening  ; 
and  he  would  read  Mr.  Wilkinson's  answer. 
This  was  the  telegram : — 

"  2Srd  August,  1893. 
*'  Hon.  J.  Carroll,  Acting  Native  Minister. 

"  As  the  result  of  the  late  flood,  and  also  the 
one  in  January  last,  there  is  very  great  destitu- 
tion amongst  the  Natives  living  on  the  banks 
of  Waikato  River,  from  Onewhero  to  NgaruHr- 
wahia,  and  on  the  banks  of  Waipa  River  as  ta^ 
as  mouth  of  Puniu  River  and  Whatiwhatihoe, 
near  Alexandra.  The  Puniu  River  being  the 
boundary  of  the  Robe  Potae  Block,  many  of 
the  Natives  within  it  are  considerable  land- 
owners, and  could  relieve  their  present  neces- 
sities if  they  would  dispose  of  some  of  theii 
surplus  lands.  There  are  some  of  them,  how- 
ever, who  have  very  little  other  land  than  what 
they  are  living  on — notably  those  living  at  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  Tepuhi  Station,  about  two 
and  a  half  miles  from  Te  Awamutu;  also  some 
Ngatiapakura  Natives  living  at  a  settlement* 
called  Kahotea,  about  two  miles  from  here.  I 
have  already  sent  full  particulars  to  Under- 
Secretary,  Justice  Department,  as  to  Natives 
who  were  destitute  through  the  January  flood* 
with  suggestions  as  to  their  relief,  and  on  Mon* 
day  last  I  posted  further  petition  from  Natives 
for  relief,  also  cutting  from  the  New  Zealand 
Herald  bearing  on  the  matter.  The  Natives 
require  eating-potatoes  for  their  present  neces- 
sities, and  seed -potatoes  to  plant  for  a  new 
crop.  The  planting -season  is  close  at  hand^ 
and  many  of  the  able-bodied  Natives  would 
gladly  take  road-work  to  enable  them  to  earn 
money  to  buy  food ;  and  repairs  to  roads  axe 
very  much  required  in  Kawhia,  Raglan,  and 
Waipa  Counties. 

"  G.  T.  Wilkinson, 
**  Native  Agent,  Otorohanga." 
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The  following  reply  had  been  sent  to  that 
telegram: — 

"  24th  Angnst,  1893. 
"  G.  T.  WilkinBon,  Esq.,  Otorohanga, 

*'  Bs  yoni  telegram  to  Hon.  Mr.  Carroll,  the 
Bnrvey  Department  on  12th  instant  authorised 
Chief  Surveyor,  Auckland,  to  spend  £100  on 
road-work  to  be  done  by  destitute  Natives  at 
Whatiwhatihoe,  and  the  Road  Surveyor  at 
Otorohanga  to  give  work  on  Stratford  Boad. 
Please  tell  me  whether  more  is  required,  and 
state  definitely  what  you  recommend  to  be 
done.  Any  urgent  cases  of  distress  you  may 
relieve  at  once.  *'  C.  J.  A.  Hasslden." 

He  might  add  that  instructions  had  been 
given  by  the  department  to  see  that  this 
matter  was  attended  to,  and  every  available 
help  would  be  given. 

SALVATION  ARMY. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  he  had  received  the  fol- 
lowing telegram  from  "  Colonel "  Bailey,  of  the 
Salvation  Army : — 

**  Resolution  carried  unanimously  Sydenham 
Barracks  last  evening,  requesting  you  convey 
Minister  Justice  great  indignation  sentence 
passed  Resident  Magistrate,  Milton,  nineteenth, 
on  Captain  Kerr,  one  month  with  hard  labour, 
or  three  pounds  fine,  for  playing  comet  con- 
trary to  by-law.  Meeting  claims  by-law  illegal ; 
contrary  liberty  of  citizens  eveiywhere. 
**  CoLOiiED  Bailey, 
**  Salvation  Army,  Christchurch.*' 

It  was  contended  that  the  by-laws  were 
illegal,  and  he  trusted  the  Minister  would  do 
something  to  remove  from  the  records  of  the 
Court  such  a  scandal  as  he  had  referred  to. 

Mr.  REEVES  would  be  very  happy  to  make 
the  inquiry  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
suggested.  It  was  quite  true  that  sometimes 
in  one's  life  one  was  tempted  to  wish  that  all 

n)le  who  played  comets  might  be  summarily 
t  with.  It  would,  however,  be  certainly 
grossly  unfair  to  make  any  exception  so  as  to 
press  upon  the  Salvation  Army,  whose  good 
work  they  all  appreciated. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  whether  any 
instructions  on  this  matter  had  been  given  to 
the  police  since  the  present  Government  en- 
tered in  office,  because  he  understood  a  circular 
had  been  issued  to  the  police  instructing  them 
not  to  interfere  with  these  people  unless  there 
was  some  very  great  occasion  for  it. 

Mr.  REEVES  was  certainly  not  aware  that 
any  instructions  likely  to  cause  these  cases  to 
be  dealt  with  more  stringently  had  been  issued 
— certainly  not  from  the  Justice  Department 
since  he  had  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  it  was  not  a  Justice  mat- 
ter ;  it  was  a  police  matter. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  Yes,  but  there  had  cer- 
tainly been  no  such  instructions  issued  from 
the  Justice  Department. 

FLAX. 
Mr.  J.  MgKENZIE  moved.  That  power  be 
giyen  to  the  Industries  Committee  to  draw  up 
j!^gulations  in  relation  to  a  bonus  that  might 


be  voted  by  the  House  in  connection  with  the 
flax  industry. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  that  referred  only  to 
the  flax  industry;  because  there  were  other 
industries  in  connection  vTith  which  bonuses 
had  been  recommended  by  previous  Parlia- 
mentary Committees,  but  which  bonuses  had 
not  been  gazetted.  There  was  one  about  which 
he  had  a  question  on  the  Order  Paper.  Did 
the  Minister  mean  the  House  to  understand 
that  he  would  propose  to  offer  bonuses  with 
regard  to  other  mdustries  which  had  not  been 
gazetted,  or  did  he  wish  the  House  to  refer  that 
question  to  any  Committee  ? 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  bring  before  him  any  other 
matter  he  would  be  glad  to  give  it  considera- 
tion. He  wished  to  have  this  matter  forwarded 
at  the  present  time  for  the  purpose  of  having 
these  regulations  dealt  with.  The  department 
had  prepared  certain  regulations,  but  he  wished 
the  Conunittee  to  look  over  them  and  see  if 
they  were  satisfied.  However,  this  would  not 
prevent  anv  other  bonuses  horn  being  con- 
sidered by  tne  Committee  at  a  future  time,  and 
he  would  be  glad  to  move  in  that  direction. 

LYTTELTON  WHARF-LABOURERS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
he  will  favourably  consider  a  proposition  to 
purchase,  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of 
last  session,  a  sufficient  area  of  land  adjoining 
Lyttelton  so  as  to  enable  wharf-labourers  to 
occupy  holdings  of  from  five  to  ten  acres  ;  the 
Minister  to  provide  (in  connection  with  a 
Labour  Bureau)  such  semaphores  whereby  the 
labourers  could  work  at  their  usual  calling  at 
stated  periods  and  utilise  their  spare  time  in 
farming  their  agricultural  holdings  ? 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  was  not  aware  that  there 
were  any  lands  very  suitable  for  small  settle- 
ment in  close  proximity  to  Lyttelton,  but  he 
would  be  glad  to  consider  any  offer  made  to 
him  with  regard  to  land  that  might  be  suitable 
for  settlement  under  the  Land  for  Settlement 
Act. 

MINISTERS*  TRAVELLING-ALLOW- 
ANCES. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Government, - 
If  the  sum  of  £876  for  "  Travolling-allowances 
of  Ministers  *'  (besides  £718  14s.  lid.  for  travel- 
ing-expenses  of  Ministers),  appearing  in  the 
details  of  expenditure  under  the  vote  "  General 
contingencies  "  in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  De- 
partment, is  included  in  the  sum  of  £1,849  10s. 
as  **  Travelling-allowance  to  Ministers  "  appear- 
ing in  the  Unauthorised  Expenditure  Account 
for  the  financial  year  ended  Slst  March  last  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes. 

DEFENCE  ENGINEERS. 
Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
Whether  the  Government  has,  in  accordance 
with  the  report  of  Colonel  Fox,  Conmiandant 
of  the  Forces  in  New  Zealand,  advised  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  to  apply  to  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Conmiander-in-Chief  to  engage 
for  a  term  of  three  years  a  duly-qualified 
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officer  of  the  Boyal  Engineers,  -who  has  an 
**  intimate  knowledge  of  submarine-mining  re- 
quirements and  of  works  of  construction,"  to 
take  up  the  position  of  Defence  Engineer  for 
the  colony  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  had  not, 
in  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  ad- 
vised that  an  officer  of  the  Boyal  Engineers 
should  be  sent  for.  He  had  promised  the 
House  that  it  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
considering  Colonel  Fox*s  report,  and  the  Go- 
vernment had  not  done  anytning  in  anticipa- 
tion of  that  report  being  discussed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked,  what  day  would  the 
Minister  name  for  the  discussion  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  intended  taking 
it  on  Monday  evening  next,  but  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  who  would  be  away 
on  that  day,  had  asked  him  to  postpone  the 
matter,  and  he  had  agreed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Till  when? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Till  the  honourable  gentle- 
man returned. 

SERGEANT  INSTRUCTORS. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
Whether  the  Gk)vernment  has  advised  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  to  apply  to  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  allow  six 
sergeant  instructors  to  be  employed  by  the 
colony  as  instructors,  in  accordance  with  Colonel 
Pox's  report,  page  42  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  his  answer  would  be  the 
same  as  that  given  to  the  previous  question. 

RAILWAY  SALOON-CARRIAGES. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,— (l.)Whether 
the  Railway  Commissioners  have  imported  the 
whole  or  part  of  materials  for  construction  of 
new  saloon-carriages  recently  built  at  the 
Government  railway  -  shops  ?  (2.)  Will  the 
Premier  obtain  from  thd  Railway  Commis- 
sioners a  photograph  of  one  of  those  saloon- 
carriages,  and  place  the  same  in  the  lobby  of 
the  House?  (3.)  And  will  the  Premier  also 
state  whether  such  carriages  cost  the  colony  a 
greater  or  lesser  amount  than  would  be  paid 
for  carriages  of  similar  class  and  style  imported 
from  England  or  America  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Commissioners'  reply 
was  as  follows:  — 

"  The  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  furnish 
the  photograph  required.  All  carriages  are 
built  in  the  colony.  The  only  articles  im- 
ported in  a  manufactured  state  are  the  steel 
•tires  and  the  rolled  channel-bars.  Owing  to 
the  freight  on  this  class  of  vehicle  it  is  cheaper 
to  build  in  the  colony  than  to  import  from 
America  or  England." 

COMMANDANT  OP  THE  FORCES. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
Whether  Colonel  Pox  has  been  ordered  to 
assume  the  position  of  Commandant  of  the 
Forces  and  to  "  take  up  the  official  duties  "  ? 
If  so,  has  that  officer  undertaken  the  duties  of 
Commandant  of  the  Forces  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  Colonel  Fox,  from  the 
date  of  his  arrival  in  the  colony,  had  been- doing 
Mr,  HanUin 


duty  as  Commandant  of  the  Forces,  and  his 
appointment  dated,  he  thought,  from  January 
of  last  year. 

WEBER-WIMBLEDON  MAIL-SERVIOE. 

Mr.  W.  0.  SMITH  asked  the  Postmaster- 
Greneral,  If  he  will  have  a  weekly  mail-servioe 
established  between  Weber  Township  and 
Wimbledon,  this  being  urgently  required  by 
the  settlers  in  these  districts?  The  settlers 
were  very  anxious  that  inquiries  should  be 
made  into  the  matter,  with  the  view  of  esta- 
blishing the  necessary  convenience. 

Mr.  WARD  sadd  he  would  be  very  glad  to 
make  inquiries  into  the  matter  and  oonmiuni- 
cate  with  the  honourable  gentleman. 

TREE-PLANTING. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  If  he  will  arrange  to  have  a 
sum  placed  on  the  supplementary  estimates  to 
assist  horticultural  societies  throughout  tho 
colony  in  the  planting  of  suitable  trees  on 
Arbor  Day  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Government 
did  not  see  their  way  to  make  the  grant  asked 
for  in  this  question. 

SCHOOL  SONGS. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, If  he  will  have  compiled  a  select  collec> 
tion  of  school  songs  to  be  used  in  our  public 
schools,  so  as  to  encourage  and  develop  amongst 
the  youth  of  the  colony  a  national  and  patriotio 
sentiment?  The  Minister  must  recognise  that 
song  was  an  important  factor  in  school  life, 
and  that  it  was  conducive  to  the  cultivation 
of  a  national  sentiment.  This  was  recognised 
in  the  schools  of  the  United  States,  Germany, 
and  other  countries.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
Minister  would  see  his  way  to  accept  the  sug- 
gestion contained  in  the  question. 

Mr.  REEVES  quite  agreed  with  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  said,  and  he  might  in- 
form him  that  he  would  take  care  that  on 
the  School  Readers  being  compiled  the  matter 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  selected  with  a 
view  of  doing  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
suggested. 

IMPERIAL-GUARANTEED  DEBEN- 
TURES. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, How  much  of  the  £1,204,000  of  Treasury 
bills  outstanding  on  the  30th  June  last  was 
issued  under  the  special  authority  contained  in 
section  2  of  "  The  Public  Revenues  Act,  1892," 
**for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  a  like  amount  of 
guaranteed  debentures  issued  under  '  The  Im- 
migration and  Public  Works  Loan  Act,  1870* "? 
He  would  simply  point  out  that  up  to  the  Slst 
March  last  the  issue  of  Treasurv  bills  was 
honestly  stated — that  was,  so  much  in  antici- 
pation of  revenue  and  so  much  for  redemption 
of  debentures.  Now,  however,  they  were  lumped 
together ;  hence  the  necessity  for  his  question. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  amount  was  £856,000. 
He  did  not  think,  however,  that  the  honour- 
able member  was  justified  by  what  had  taken 
place  in  implying  that  this  information  was  not 
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now  honestly  shown.  It  was  perfectly  honestly 
tthown.  Members  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Honse  must  know  that  in  connection  with  the 
finances  of  the  colony  there  were  sometimes 
delicate  operations  being  carried  on,  in  respect 
of  which  it  would  not  be  justifiable  on  his  part 
to  give  that  information  which  honourable 
members  without  responsibility,  and  without 
knowing  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
operations,  were  desirous  of  obtaining.  It  was 
not  always  convenient  for  information  of  that 
sort  to  be  disclosed.  He  had  no  object  what- 
ever in  withholding  information  from  members 
on  that  side  of  the  House ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  it  was  furnished  it  should  be  ample 
and  full.  Still,  while  these  operations  were 
going  on,  it  was  not  desirable  in  the  interests 
of  the  colony,  altogether  apart  from  the  interest 
of  the  Government,  that  the  information  should 
be  disclosed. 

Mr.  BIOHARDSON  said  he  recognised  the 
position,  and  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would 
inform  members  on  his  side  of  the  House  when 
this  was  the  fact  they  would  accept  the  assur- 
ance at  once,  though  it  could  not  apply  in  this 
case. 

TEACHERS*  SUPERANNUATION. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, If  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
report  of  the  conference  of  Wellington,  Wa- 
nganui,  and  Hawke's  Bay  teachers,  held  at 
Palmerston  North?  If  so,  will  he  bring  in  a 
measure  to  give  effect  to  the  proposals  carried 
at  that  conference  for  a  teachers'  superannua- 
tion scheme?  In  case  the  Minister  had  not 
received  the  resolutions  mentioned  in  the 
question,  he  took  the  opportunity  of  putting 
them  on  record.    They  were  as  follow  : — 

"Mr.  Grant  moved,  and  Mr.  Anderson 
seconded,  that  the  following  be  adopted: 
(1.)  That  1  per  cent,  be  deducted  by  Education 
Boards  from  the  salaries  of  all  teachers  above 
twenty  years  of  age.  (2.)  That  Government 
subsidise  by  special  vote  the  sum  so  funded, 
giving  pound  for  pound.  (3.)  That  the  total 
sum  deducted  from  salaries  be  refunded  to 
teachers  who  volimtarily  resign  the  service, 
and,  in  case  of  re-entering,  the  sum  be  repaid 
before  appointment.  (4.)  That  the  deductions 
be  forfeited  in  cases  of  dismissal,  from  what- 
ever cause.  (5.)  That  retirement  be  compulsory 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  (6.)  That  the  super- 
annuation allowance  be  apportioned  year  by 
year  by  the  Education  Department  according 
%o  the  number  entitled  to  participate  in  it,  the 
basis  being,  as  far  as  practicable,  one-sixtieth 
of  the  salary  at  the  time  of  retirement  for  each 
vear  of  the  first  thirty  years  of  service  (that  is, 
half -pay),  and  one-thirtieth  of  salary  for  each 
of  the  subsequent  fifteen  years  of  service  (that 
is,  full  pay  after  forty-five  years*  service) ;  but 
the  amoimt  available  each  year  be  divided  as 
the  public  libraries  subsidies  used  to  be.  (7.) 
In  case  of  a  death  before  sixty-five  years,  the 
total  sum  deducted  from  salaries  together  with 
the  Government  subsidy  be  paid  to  the  heir-at- 
law  of  the  deceased  teacher.  (8.)  In  case  of 
4be  death  of  any  teacher  over  twenty  yeieurs  of 


age,  whether  in  active  service  or  on  retiring- 
allowance.  Education  Boards  make  a  levy  on 
the  salaries  of  all  teachers  above  twenty  years 
of  age  of  Is.  each  below  £200,  and  of  2s.  each 
above  £200,  and  that  the  sum  collected  be  paid 
by  the  Education  Department  to  the  heir-at- 
law  of  the  deceased  teacher.  (9.>  That  an  em- 
powering clause  be  added  to  tne  Education 
Act  to  enable  Education  Boards  to  enforce  de- 
ductions and  levies  specified.  (10.)  That  there 
be  deducted  from  the  payments  to  be  made 
at  the  retirement  or  death  of  any  teacher  a 
sum  equal  to  £2  for  every  year  that  his  age 
exceeds  twenty  years  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  this  scheme — e.g.,  a  teacher  now  fifty 
years  of  age  would  have  £2  x  30,  or  £60, 
deducted — as  an  equivalent  to  the  deductions 
to  be  meAe  from  salaries." 

Perhaps  he  could  scarcely  ask,  as  he  had 
done  in  the  question,  that  a  measure  should 
be  brought  in  at  this  late  period  of  the  session 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  a  superannuation 
scheme  for  teachers ;  but  every  one  must  recog- 
nise the  importance  of  the  matter,  and  would 
doubtless  be  glad  to  assist  the  Minister  were 
he  to  bring  in  a  measure  this  session.  He 
(Mr.  Wilson)  might,  at  any  rate,  urge  him  to 
seriously  consider  such  an  important  question, 
for  it  was  one  which  should  be  dealt  with  by  the 
House.  He  trusted  the  Minister  would  give 
him  a  promise  to  deal  with  this  subject  at 
an  early  date. 

Mr.  REEVES  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  quite  right  as  to  the  desirability  of 
the  matter,  but  the  Government  could  not  con- 
sider the  proposals  of  the  conference  until  they 
had  been  officially  informed  of  them. 

PORTRAITS  OP  EMINENT  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  FISHER  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  place  on  the  supplementary 
estimates  the  sum  of  £150,  or  other  sum,  for 
the  purchase  of  the  portraits  of  Sir  David 
Monro,  Sir  P.  D.  Bell,  Sir  William  Fitzher- 
bert,  Sir  Maurice  0*Rorke,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson, 
and  Sir  George  Grey  ?  The  sum  of  £160  might 
prove  to  be  a  quite  inadequate  amount  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  effect  to  the  proposal  con- 
tained in  the  question.  He  wished  only  to 
ascertain  from  the  Government  whether  they 
would  be  favourable  to  the  proposal  or  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  thought 
this  was  one  of  those  matters  which  would  be 
better  dealt  with  by  good  colonists  and  those 
who  appreciated  the  services  of  the  gentlemen 
whose  names  were  given  in  the  question,  and 
he  would  like  to  see  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  others  moving  in  this  direction.  He 
thought  it  was  a  very  proper  thing  to  do,  but 
he  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be  done  out  of 
the  public  funds. 

RABBIT-POISONING. 
Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  any  provision  is  made  for  rabbit- 
poisoning  commencing  in  districts  on  one  given 
day  ?  If  so,  is  this  provision  carried  out  ?  If 
not,  will  he  so  provide  ?  For  the  purpose  of 
explaining  this  question,  he  would  take  the 
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opportunity  of  quoting  a  letter  "which  he  had 
received  from  one  of  his  constituents.  This 
gentleman  said, — 

"  The  point  is  re  poisoning.  The  Inspector 
issues  a  notice  in  the  local  Press  stating  at 
what  time  poisoning  is  to  commence;  hut, 
according  to  the  present  Act,  he  has  no  power 
to  enforce  simultaneous  action.  Now,  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that,  to  ohtain  the  hest  results, 
tne  Inspector  requires  authority  to  make  it 
compulsory  that  every  man  in  the  same  dis- 
trict start  on  the  same  date.  Take  a  case  in 
point:  I  start  on  advertised  date,  my  neigh- 
bour lets  it  run  for  three  or  four  weeks  later, 
and  the  result  is  that  my  land  is  stocked  afresh 
from  adjoining  properties  before  they  lay  a 
grain  of  poison." 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  extract  from 
a  letter  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
just  read  exactly  answered  the  question.  The 
department  generally  tried  to  get  property- 
owners  to  poison  at  the  same  time,  but  there 
was  no  power  to  compel  them  to  do  so  on  the 
same  date.  Now,  there  was  a  good  deal  to  be 
said  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  To  get 
people  to  poison  on  the  same  date,  the  land 
would  have  to  be  equally  suitable  for  poison- 
ing. If  one  day  were  proposed  for  the  poi- 
soning of  the  Tokomairiro  or  Bruce  district, 
for  instance,  some  portion  of  the  country  over 
which  it  was  proposed  to  lay  the  poison  might 
perhaps  not  be  suitable  at  all  for  the  feed,  or 
some  of  the  land  might  be  of  such  a  sort  that 
rabbits  would  not  taJ^e  the  poison.  No  doubt, 
discretionary  power  should  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  themselves  as  to  the  time  suitable 
for  poisoning ;  and  he  did  not  think  they  could 
make  it  possible  that  the  whole  of  the  poisoning 
in  the  colony,  or  even  of  a  district,  should 
be  fixed  for  one  day,  because  if  they  did  so 
they  would  have  to  employ  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  men.  Take  the  case  of  a  run  of  twenty 
thousand  acres :  he  believed  if  they  compelled 
poison  to  be  laid  over  all  the  land  of  a  district 
in  one  day  it  would  require  an  army  of  about 
a  hundred  men  on  such  a  run  to  carry  it  out. 
Generally,  as  they  knew,  at  the  present  time 
what  the  property-owners  did  was  to  eniploy 
a  stafi  to  poison  in  the  winter,  and  they  did  it 
gradually ;  but  to  do  it  all  in  one  day  would,  as 
he  said,  require  a  very  large  number  of  men  to 
be  simultaneously  employed  for  the  purpose. 
However,  they  endeavoured  to  get  the  people 
to  work  as  well  as  they  could  on  one  day,  when 
the  Inspectors  did  their  best  to  get  settlers  to 
work  together.  They  generally  arranged  these 
matters  after  consultation  with  the  settlers 
themselves. 

WIRE-NETTING. 
Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, Whether  a  bonus  for  the  manufacture  in 
New  Zealand  of  wire-netting  has  been  gazetted  ? 
If  not,  will  he  gazette  the  same,  and  place  a 
sum  on  the  supplementary  estimates  for  this 
purpose?  In  asking  this  question  he  might 
say  that  the  manufacture  of  wire-netting  had 
been  going  on  for  some  time  in  New  Zealand, 
and  one  man  he  knew  of  had  from  twenty  to 
Mr*  Allen 


thirty  men  employed  in  the  work,  and  would 
be  entitled  to  the  bonus  if  it  were  gazetted.  He 
was  not  sure  whether  it  was  gazetted  or  not. 
If  not,  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  gazette  it 
at  once,  and  put  a  sum  for  the  purpose  on  the 
supplementary  estimates,  so  that  this  man  who 
was  entitled  to  the  bonus  might  secure  it. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  a  bonus  for  the 
manufacture  of  wire -netting  was  suggested 
in  1890,  but  it  had  never  been  gazetted,  and 
he  intended  to  consider  the  question  as  to 
whether  it  should  be  gazetted  now  or  not.  Afc 
any  rate,  he  knew  of  the  gentleman  manofao- 
turing  this  wire-netting  to  whom  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  referred,  but  he  did  not 
think  he  could  claim  the  bonus  at  present,  or 
until  such  time  as  the  Government  had,  by 
public  notice,  invited  all  to  compete  for  it. 
He  would  consider  the  matter.  He  knew  the 
gentleman  to  whom  the  honourable  member 
referred,  and  he  believed  it  was  a  very  deserv- 
ing case. 

CHRISTCHUROH  CLERGY. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  have  considered  the  petition  of 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  of 
Christchurch,  showing  that  the  small  incomes 
paid  to  the  clergy  in  that  diocese  are  sub- 
jected to  a  heavy  graduated  land-tax;  also, 
whether  they  have  considered  the  report  of 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  recommend- 
ing this  case  to  the  favourable  consideration  of 
the  Government;  and,  if  so,  what  relief  the 
Government  proposes  to  afford  ?  He  would  in 
a  few  words  explain  the  circumstances  which 
necessitated  this  question.  The  Church  of 
En^and  clergy  in  the  Diocese  of  Christchurch 
were  supported  partly  from  the  proceeds  of 
landed  property,  which  was  purchased  out  of 
the  contributions  of  the  first  Canterbury  land- 
purchases.  This  property  consisted  not  of  a^ 
large  landed  estate,  but  of  a  number  of  town 
and  country  properties  which  were  all  bene- 
ficially occupied.  The  income  permitted  of 
only  a  small  contribution  being  made  to  the 
incomes  of  poorly-paid  deigy.  The  recent 
introduction  of  the  graduated  land-tax  had 
increased  the  taxation  of  this  property  by  about 
60  per  cent.,  and  a  considerable  reduction  had 
to  be  made  in  the  small  contributions  he  had 
mentioned.  These  facts  were  set  forth  in  a 
petition  to  the  House.  It  had  been  carefully 
inquired  into  by  the  Petitions  Committee^ 
which  recommended  it  to  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  Government,  with  a  view  to 
some  relief  being  afforded.  He  hoped  to  receive 
a  favourable  answer  from  the  Government. 

Mr.  WARD  might  inform  honourable  mem- 
bers that  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
doing  that  which  was  asked,  and  which,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated,  the  Publio  Peti- 
tions Committee  had  favourably  recommended. 
The  Government  had  considered  the  matter 
very  carefully,  and  he  was  bound  to  oonfesa 
that,  if  they  endeavoured  to  deal  with  this  par- 
ticular case,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  would 
open  the  door  to  further  and  greater  exemp- 
tions in  a  way  that  was  scarcely  oontemplateSL 
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However,  the  whole  question  was  one  whioh 
was  still  under  consideration.  It  had  not 
been  finally  dealt  with  yet,  beoause  it  was  a 
▼ery  difficult  matter  to  deal  with  in  the  way 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  had  recom- 
m^ded.  However,  it  would  have  his  best 
consideration. 

OTOROHANGA  NATIVE  LAND  COURT. 
Mr.  SHERA  asked  the  Minister  in  Charge  of 
Native  Aflairs,  When  the  Native  Land  Court 
will  resume  work  at  Otorohanga,  in  the  King- 
country,  as  it  is  now  over  seven  months  since 
the  Native  Land  Court  was  olosed  there? 
The  Native  Land  Court  at  Otorohanga  was 
closed  about  eight  months  ago,  in  opposition 
to  the  strong  representations  of  a  great  many 
of  the  Auckland  people,  who  understood  that  it 
would  resume  operations  in  a  very  short  time. 
But  eight  months  had  now  elapsed,  and  still 
there  was  no  prospect  of  its  resuming.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  in  charge  would  be  able  to 
assure  them  that  it  would  be  opened  in  a 
very  short  time. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  the  present  position  was 
this :  The  Judges  were  engaged  in  other  places, 
and,  as  they  were  likely  to  be  so  engaged  for 
some  months,  they  could  not  at  present  go  to 
Otorohanga.  However,  the  Government  would 
look  into  the  matter,  with  the  view  of  settling, 
as  soon  as  possible,  a  date  for  the  opening  of 
the  Court  at  Otorohanga.  He  could  not  say 
more  than  that  at  the  present  time. 

DUNEDIN  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister 
of  Justice,  Seeing  there  is  an  invidious  re- 
ference in  the  Report  of  the  Inspector  of 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  to  a 
grant — characterized  as  a  *' large  grant'' — of 
£8,000  voted  to  the  Dunedin  Hospital  last 
session,  is  the  Minister  aware  that,  in  propor- 
tion to  its  population  and  contributions  to-the 
public  revenue,  Dunedin  has  received  less 
public  money  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
colony;  and,  further,  is  he  aware  that  a  re- 
turn of  Government  grants  to  the  various  colo- 
nial hospitals,  asked  for  this  session,  either 
cannot  or  will  not  be  furnished  to  the  House  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  could  not  say  he 
was  aware  of  whac  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated  in  his  questions.  What  he  was  aware 
of  was,  that  it  would  appear  that,  before  the 
Dunedin  Hospital  was  handed  over  to  the 
General  Government,  something  like  £20,000 
had  been  expended  on  it.  A  return  had  been 
moved  for  oy  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Pinkerton)  of  all  moneys 
spent  on  these  institutions.  The  return  had 
not  been  supplied,  for  the  reason  that  the  in- 
formation could  not  be  got  owing  to  many  of 
the  old  provincial  records  being  incomplete. 
But,  since  telling  the  honourable  gentleman 
that,  they  had  arranged  that  a  return  should 
he  prepared  showing  all  expenditure  on  these 
institutions  since  the  abolition  of  the  pro- 
?inces:  that  return  was  now  being  prepared, 
and  would  be  laid  on  the  table* 


Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  answered  the  first  part  of 
the  question. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  had  done  so :  he  said 
he  was  not  aware  of  the  fact. 

BULLS  STATE-SCHOOL  TEACHER. 
Mr.  BRUCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion,—(1.)  If  he  is  aware  of  the  dismissal  of  Mr. 
Thomson,  late  State-school  teacher  at  Bull's  ? 
(2.)  If  he  is  aware  that  the  alleged  reason  for 
such  dismissal  was  incompetency,  although  he 
had  held  the  position  for  thirteen  yeeurs,  was  a 
Home-trained  teacher,  and  classed  CI  in  the 
colony?  13.)  Is  he  aware  that  the  examination- 
card  used  by  the  Inspector  was  unnecessarily 
severe,  and  believed  to  be  beyond  the  regula- 
tions? (4.)  If  aware  of  and  believing  in  the 
accuracy  of  the  foregoing  allegations,  would  he 
be  prepared  to  grant  an  inquiry  with  the  view 
of  re-establishing  the  reputation  of  one  whom 
many  believe  to  be  a  deeply-injured  man,  and, 
if  possible,  reinstate  him  in  the  position  of 
State-school  teacher?  He  had  been  requested 
to  put  this  question.  He  plight  tell  the  Minis- 
ter that  there  was  a  very  considerable  amount 
of  feeling  in  reference  to  the  question,  and  he 
thought  the  c&ae  was  one  of  very  great  hardship 
if  it  was  as  represented  to  him ;  and  if  it  was 
so  he  would  be  justified  in  using  very  much 
stronger  language.  The  facts,  as  they  were 
represented  to  him,  were  shortly  these:  This 
Mr.  Thomson,  to  whom  the  question  referred^ 
was  a  gentleman  with  whom  he  was  not  per- 
sonally acquainted,  but  from  his  reputation  he 
appeared  to  be  a  man  of  the  highest  character. 
He  had  been  for  thirteen  years  a  State-school 
teacher  in  the  same  place,  and  had  filled  the 
position  with  credit  to  himself  and  advantage 
to  that  part  of  the  colony  in  which  he  was 
resident.  Now  he  had  been  suddenly  dismissed, 
after  being  thirteen  years  in  the  service,  after 
he  had  passed  the  meridian  of  life;  and  the 
cause  of  his  dismissal  was  stated  to  be  incom- 
petency. It  was  alleged  that  the  questions 
put  to  his  pupils  were  unnecessarily  severe,  and 
in  consequence  of  this  he  was  unable  to  ob- 
tain the  average  percentage  of  standard  passes. 
He  had  also  the  authority  of  one  than  who  no 
one  was  more  competent  to  form  an  opinion 
that  the  case  was  one  of  great  hardship,  and  one 
in  which  the  Board  had  behaved  in  a  tyran- 
nical manner.  He  was  also  informed  that 
Mr.  Thomson  had  been  illegally  dismissed; 
but  he  did  not  wish  to  call  this  matter  to  the 
attention  of  the  House,  because  Mr.  Thomson 
had  his  remedy  against  the  Board.  But  what 
he  wished  to  point  out  was  this  :  If  it  was  the 
case  that  he  had  been  dismissed  in  consequence 
of  alleged  incompetency,  and  if  that  alleged 
incompetency  was  in  consequence  of  an  unne- 
cessarily strict  examination  to  which  his  pupils 
were  subjected,  then  in  such  a  case  he  would 
not  be  introducing  debatable  matter  when  he 
said  there  ought  to  be  for  school-teachers  dis- 
missed under  such  circumstances  the  right  of 
appeal  to  another  tribunal.  He  felt  strongly 
in  reference  to  the  case,  although,  as  he  had 
said,  he  was  not  personally  acquainted  with 
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Hr.  Thomson,  but  he  was  pretty  sure,  from 
what  he  had  heard,  that  this  was  a  case  of 
some  hardship. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  believed  Mr.  Thomson 
had  been  dismissed — the  Gk)yemment  had  been 
informed  of  that  by  Mr.  Thomson.  It  was  the 
case  that  he  held  a  Privy  Council  certificate 
and  a  colonial  certificate.  All  he  could  say  of 
the  manner  and  reasons  of  the  dismissal  was 
this :  It  appeared  that  for  some  five  years  there 
had  been  dissatisfaction  with  the  results  of 
the  test-examinations  for  the  upper  standards 
in  his  school.  It  would  appear  that  there  was 
some  intention  that  if  these  results  did  not 
improve  something  should  be  done.  It  also 
appeared  that  the  action  of  the  Board  was  laid 
before  the  School  Committee  and  considered 
by  them,  and  that  the  teacher  had  an  oppor- 
tunity, or  was  requested,  to  answer  these  com- 
plaints against  him.  Therefore  he  (Mr.  Beeves) 
could  not  see  that,  primd  facie ^  a  case  of 
illegality  had  been  made  out ;  but,  even  if  it 
had,  he  had  no  power  to  interfere. 

Mr.  BBUCE  asked  to  be  allowed  to  explain 
that  what  he  had  said  in  reference  to  the 
charge  of  illegal  dismissal  was  this :  that  the 
Board  had  not  consulted  the  Committee,  as 
provided  by  Act,  before  dismissing  the  teacher. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  it  appeared  to  him,  with 
regard  to  the  School  Committee,  that  the  In- 
spector's report  was  discussed  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  that  the  teacher  criticized  that 
report  at  the  request  of  the  Committee,  and 
thus,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  matter  had  been 
before  the  Committee.  Whether  the  Board 
ever  consulted  the  Committee  he  could  not 
say.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  correct 
in  saying  that  Mr.  Thomson  had  held  the  office 
for  thirteen  years.  In  all  this,  however,  he 
(Mr.  Beeves)  had  no  function — it  was  outside 
his  province ;  but  there  was  one  point  which 
was  not,  and  that  was  the  question  of  the  test- 
oard.  The  matter  had  been  referred  to  him — 
a  certain  test-card  used  by  an  Inspector  in 
Wanganui  in  1891  had  been  referred  to  1dm — 
and  he  had  informed  the  Inspector  that  in  his 
opinion  two  of  the  questions  in  arithmetic 
were  unduly  severe.  He  might  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  he  entirely  concurred  in  the  remark 
of  the  honourable  gentleman — ^that  some  sort 
of  right  of  appeal  ought  to  be  given  to  school- 
teachers in  case  of  dismissal.'  He  did  not 
think  they  should  be  put  in  such  an  entirely 
inferior  position  to  Civil  servants  as  they  now 
were,  considering  the  high  character  of  most 
of  them,  and  the  exceedingly  important  func- 
tions they  had  to  fill. 

Mr.  BBUCE  asked  if  it  was  in  the  Minister's 
power  to  grant  any  inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances, with  the  object  of  eliciting  such  in- 
formation as  would  enable  him  during  the 
recess  to  consider  the  question  of  establishing 
Buch  a  tribunal. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  was  afraid  he  had  no 
more  power  to  go  into  the  matter  than  the 
Colonial  Secretary  would  have  to  go  into  the 
question  of  the  dismissal  of  a  town  clerk  by  a 
municipal  body. 
Mr.  Bruce 


BYBE  AND  ASHLEY  BIVEBS. 

Mr.  MOOBE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Government  will  assist  the 
local  bodies  in  the  Kaiapoi  district  to  the  ex- 
tent of  £1  for  £1  on  any  money  spent  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  the  Bivers  Eyre  and  Ashley 
of  the  gorse  growing  in  these  rivers,  which  has 
mainly  been  brought  down  from  Crown  lands 
on  the  adjacent  hills,  and,  if  allowed  to  spread, 
must  be  detrimental  to  the  district? 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  they  could 
apply  the  co-operative  system  to  this  class  of 
work ;  he  thought  they  would  have  more  ap- 
plications than  they  could  provide  for,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  no  doubt 
agree  with  the  Government  that  there  should 
be  no  borrowing  for  the  purpose.  The  matter 
was  a  small  local  one. 

Mr.  MOOBE  said  the  necessity  for  the  work 
arose  fromithe  stufi  being  brought  down  from 
Crown  lands. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  in  that  case  he  would  ask 
the  Minister  of  I^ands  to  make  inquiries  into 
the  matter. 

DEFEBBED-PAYMENT  THIBDS. 

Mr.  BICHABDSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  For  what  reason  he  has  considered  it 
necessary  to  issue  a  circular  to  local  bodies 
prescribing  needless  and  vexatious  conditions 
in  respect  of  the  expenditure  of  deferred-pay- 
ment thirds,  &c.?  His  reason  for  putting 
the  question  was  that  he  had  received  a  com- 
mumcation  from  the  Southland  County  Coun- 
cil on  the  matter,  and  he  was  led  to  believe  that 
the  circular  they  received  was  one  which  had 
been  sent  round  to  all  the  local  bodies.  The 
following  resolution  had  been  passed  by  the 
Council : — 

'*This  Council,  having  carefully  considered 
the  circular  from  the  Lands  and  Survey  Office 
re  expenditure  of  deferred-payment  funds,  de- 
sire to  state  that  within  their  knowledge  no 
reason  has  arisen  to  necessitate  any  departure 
from  the  present  system,  which  has  worked 
smoothly  and  satisfactorily  to  those  interested ; 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Act  has  always  been  ob- 
served carefully.  This  Council  unanimously 
considers  it  utterly  impossible  to  give  effect  to 
instructions  in  part ;  and,  in  the  main,  is  con- 
vinced that  the  proposed  reform,  for  all  prac- 
tical purposes,  is  unworkable ;  and  this  Council 
could  not  attempt  the  expenditure  under  the 
suggested  alteration." 

He  had  also  the  report  of  the  engineer  of  the 
Council,  and  this  was  what  he  said : — 

**By  that  circular  it  is  now  required  that 
the  exact  position,  length,  and  character  of 
the  work  to  be  done  must  be  stated  before  the 
money  is  paid  over.  You  will  readily  under* 
stand  that  this  is  absurd  and  unnecessary,  for, 
in  order  to  get  the  money,  it  means  that  the 
different  localities  must  be  visited  and  the  work 
laid  off,  although  in  the  list  now  submitted 
there  is  not  one  item  of  sufficient  amount  to 
make  a  decent  contract ;  and,  besides,  it  would, 
not  pay  expenses  in  the  majority  of  cases  to 
send  an  official  to  see  where  such  items  as 
Is.  8d.,  28.,  48.,  &o.,  are  to  be  spent.     The  old 
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BjBtem,  which  has  been  in  vogue  for  over  twelve 
yean,  worked  with  perfect  satisfaction,  and  the 
money  was  always  spent  in  acoorduice  with  the 
Act,  which  is  all  that  is  required :  an  effort 
should  therefore  be  made  to  have  it  reverted  to. 
If  this  new  idea  is  to  be  enforced  it  means  the 
delay  of  the  expenditure  in  many  oases  for  an 
indefinite  period.  A  great  advantage  of  the  old 
system  was,  apart  from  its  simplicity,  that  in 
many  cases  the  money  could  be  anticipated  and 
the  work  done  partly  out  of  the  County  Fund 
and  deferred-payment ;  and  the  work  could  then 
be  proceeded  with  without  having  to  wait  for 
the  lists.  And,  moreover,  there  is  not  a  single 
instance  in  this  county  where  deferred-payment 
thirds  are  not  supplemented  by  County  Fund. 
As  regards  the  latter  part  of  the  circular,  where 
returns,  &c.,  are  asked  for,  I  would  recommend 
that  this  be  declined,  as  our  books  and  contracts 
can  be  inspected  by  those  requiring  informa- 
tion. Hitherto  all  the  deferred-payment  money 
expended  by  this  Council  has  been  expended 
where  required  by  law,  and  nothing  charged 
against  it  for  expenses;  but  under  this  new 
method  a  heavy  charge  would  require  to  be 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  complying  with  the 
circular :  in  fact,  an  extra  official  would  almost 
be  fully  occupied  in  attending  to  the  deferred- 
payment  business  alone." 

If  certain  counties  neglected  their  duty  or 
broke  the  law,  the  Land  Boards  should  deal 
with  such  exceptional  cases ;  and  he  thought 
that  if  one  or  two  local  bodies  had  not  carried 
out  the  law  and  had  not  dealt  fairly  with  the 
"thirds/*  that  was  a  matter  which  might 
have  been  settled  between  those  bodies  and 
the  Land  Board,  but  was  no  reason  for  issuing 
a  general  circular. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  entirely  mistaken  in  any  sup- 
position he  had  arrived  at  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  The  Minister  of  Lands  had  not  issued 
any  circular  on  the  subject  whatsoever.  But  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Land  Boards  themselves, 
under  section  126  of  the  Land  Act,  to  ascer- 
tain that  the  thirds  were  expended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  lands  of  the  selectors  who  paid 
those  thirds,  and  the  Boards,  in  order  to  judge 
if  the  provision  was  being  carried  out,  required 
particulars  from  the  local  bodies.  He  could 
assure  the  honourable  gentleman  that  there 
had  been  no  general  circular  on  the  subject 
at  all.  A  great  number  of  complaints  had 
come  up  to  Wellington  to  him,  as  Minister  of 
Lands,  as  to  the  way  in  which  these  thirds 
were  being  dealt  with  by  the  County  Councils 
and  the  Road  Boards.  He  was  not  referring 
to  the  Southland  County  Council  in  particular. 
These  letters  were  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  by  him  without  any  comment, 
and  he  supposed  it  was  on  account  of  these 
complaints  that  these  instructions  or  regula- 
tions were  issued,  so  that  the  Boards  might 
know  more-  on  this  subject.  The  honours^ble 
gentleman  must  be  aware  that  the  settlers 
who  paid  these  thirds  were  entitled  to  have 
the  thirds  expended  for  their  benefit.  That 
had  not  been  done  in  every  case.  He  was 
not  saying  that  the  Southland  County  Coun- 


cil had  transgressed  in  the  matter,  but  some 
local  bodies  had  transgressed.  To  show  that 
the  thirds  were  to  be  spent  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  access  to  the  properties  of  tnose 
people  who  paid  them,  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer had  power  to  make  the  local  bodies 
disgorge  if  they  had  not  spent  the  money 
properly  for  the  purposes  which  the  Act  pro- 
vided. He  did  not  see  that  the  House  should 
interfere  with  the  administratioA  of  the  Land 
Boards  on  this  subject.  He  was  sure  if  it 
did  so  it  would  be  making  a  mistake,  for 
the  Boards  were  the  best  judges  in  the  mat- 
ter. If  such  a  regulation  had  been  issued  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  in  re- 
gard to  the  expenditure  of  small  sums  amount- 
ing to  a  few  shillings,  the  thing  was  absurd. 
It  is  absurd  for  any  local  body  to  be  called 
upon  to  report  upon  the  expenditure  of  small 
sunas  of  money  like  that.  But  in  new  blocks, 
where  the  thirds  amounted  to  large  sums  of 
money,  the  Board  had  a  right  to  know  from 
the  local  body  how  the  money  was  being  ex- 
pended. 

PRISON  WARDERS  AND  MATRONS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice,  If 
the  question  of  shortening  hours  of  duty  of 
warders  and  matrons  of  prisons  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  hours  had  been  modi- 
fied, but  he  did  not  think  they  could  be  further 
modified. 

N.  FRYDAY. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
give  effect  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
on  the  case  of  N.  Fryday  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  had  the 
matter  now  under  consideration,  and  when  the 
estimates  came  down  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would,  no  doubt,  see  a  reply  to  his  ques- 
tion. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE  MORT- 
GAGES. 

Mr.  HOGG  (on  behalf  of  the  member  for 
Waimate)  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  the  rates  charged  by  way  of  interest 
on  moneys  obtained  on  mortgage  from  the 
Government  Insurance  Department  can  be 
more  nearly  equalised  —  i.e.,  by  reducing  the 
rates  for  small  sums— there  now  being  a  differ- 
ence of  1^  per  cent,  between  the  rate  charged 
for  large  and  that  charged  for  small  amounts  ? 
He  understood  the  lending  of  this  money  was 
referred  to  a  Board.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  the  difference  of  IJ  per  cent,  between 
the  rate  of  interest  charged  to  large  borrowers 
and  that  charged  to  small  borrowers  was  quite 
uncaJled-for,  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  take  the  matter  in  hand, 
and,  at  all  events,  limit  the  functions  of  the 
Board  in  this  respect,  so  that  the  small  settlers 
might  be  able  to  get  their  money  on  reasonable 
terms. 

Mr.  WARD  said  there  was  a  Board  em- 
powered by  statute  to  deal  with  this  matter. 
The  Government  could  not  interfere  with  the 
Board  in  the  dischiurge  of  duties  which  were 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$50  Gambling  in  Clubs.  [SOUSE.]       Gambling  in  Clttbs.       [Aug.  25 


laid  down  for  them  by  statute.  He  ^ould, 
however,  draw  their  attention  to  the  matter, 
and  ask  them  to  consider  it. 

LYTTELTON  SHIPPING-OFFICE,  ETC. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Will  the  Minister  of  Laboor  open  a  shipping- 
office  and  Labour  Bureau  at  Lyttelton  for  the 
engagement  of  sailors  for  vessels,  and  for  the 
regulation  and  division  of  all  casual  labour  on 
the  Ljttelton  wharves,  or  in  relation  thereto, 
between  and  fairly  amongst  the  six  hundred 
labourers  residing  at  Lyttelton  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  would  be  very  glad 
indeed  to  open  such  a  branch  of  the  Bureau 
at  Lyttelton;  but  how  he  could  control  the 
regulation  of  casual  labour  on  the  wharves 
there  he  did  not  quite  see.  It  really  lay  be- 
tween the  Harbour  Board  authorities  and  the 
Bailway  Commissioners.  A  few  months  hence 
they  might  possibly  find  the  Commissioners 
more  ready  to  meet  the  Government  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  it  was  not  a  question 
of  the  Railway  Commissioners  meeting  the 
wishes  of  the  Government.  The  question  of 
the  labour  on  the  wharves  at  Lyttelton  was  a 
matter  which  rested  between  the  Harbour 
Board  and  the  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
the  work  had  been  done  for  many  years  past 
by  the  Commissioners  entirely  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Board.  There  never  had  been 
a  difference  of  any  sort  between  them,  nor  any 
friction  whatever  ;  and  it  was  simply  as  a 
matter  of  convenience  to  the  Board,  and  in  the 
interests  of  economy,  that  the  Commissioners 
controlled  the  labour  on  the  wharves. 

GAMBLING  IN  CLUBS. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  the  Premier,— (1.) 
If  he  is  aware  that  gambling  to  a  largo  extent 
is  carried  on  for  five  nights  in  a  week  in  a 
certain  newly- established  club  in  Wellington, 
and  also  in  other  clubs  in  the  colony,  to  the 
serious  injury  of  the  young  men  who  frequent 
these  establishments  ?  (2.)  If  the  Minister  is 
not  so  aware,  will  he  make  special  inquiry  into 
the  same,  and  make  suitable  provision  in  his 
Alcoholic  Liquor  Bill  for  checking  this  illegal 
and  pernicious  practice  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  put  the  question  in  a  way  that  he 
did  not  think  was  fair  to  the  other  clubs 
in  Wellington.  He  should  have  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  have  named  the 
club  alluded  to  in  the  question.  He  (Mr.  Sed- 
don)  had  got  no  information  whatever  upon 
the  subject.  As  regarded  provision  for  check- 
ing this  illegal  and  pernicious  practice,  no 
doubt  the  honourable  gentleman  had  seen  a 
•clause  in  the  Alcoholic  Liquor  Control  Bill 
which  placed  all  clubs  under  inspection,  and 
would  meet  any  case  such  as  was  alleged  to 
have  occurred. 

^Ir.  FISHER  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  remark  on 
the  question.  There  could  be  no  doubt  as  to 
which  club  this  question  referred  to.  He  was 
not  a  member  of  the  club,  and  was  therefore 
Mr.  Ward 


not  concerned  in  the  question ;  but  he  thought 
it  exceedingly  unfair  to  any  club  to  put  a  ques- 
tion of  that  nature  on  the  Order  Paper.  The 
question,  as  it  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper, 
was  the  outcome  of  spite  on  the  part  of  a 
single  individual — a  friend  of  Sir  Robert  Stout ; 
and,  unless  some  apology  was  offered  in  private 
by  the  individual,  in  the  phraseology  of  the 
"  lost  dog"  advertisement  more  would  be  heard 
of  the  matter. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  seconded  the  motion  for 
adjournment,  because  of  the  remark  that  had 
just  fallen  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City,  and  he  desired  to  say  that 
the  source  from  which  he  got  his  information 
was  a  person  who,  he  believed,  had  never  come 
into  contact  with  Sir  Robert  Stout  in  his  life. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  was  president  of  one 
of  the  newly-established  clubs  in  Wellington. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  question  ap- 
plied to  that  institution,  but,  if  so,  it  was  a 
most  unwarranted  charge  to  put  on  the  Order 
Paper.  There  was  not  the  slightest  colour  for 
it  in  anything  that  had  taken  place  in  that 
club;  and  he  did  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  justified  in  putting  such  a  ques- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper  without  specifying 
the  club  to  which  he  referred.  It  was  a  Ub^ 
against  all  such  institutions — ^with  no  warrant ; 
in  fact,  it  was  due  only  to  malicious  jealousy. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  there  could  be  no  doubt 
as  to  which  club  was  referred  to.  There  were  two 
newly-established  clubs  in  Wellington,  and  he 
thought,  without  some  explanation,  honourable 
members  might  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  the  Working-men's  Club.  He  belonged  to 
the  Working-men's  Club,  and  he  would  say 
that  he  had  never  seen  any  gambling,  nor  had 
he  ever  seen  any  card-playing,  in  the  club.  He 
was  not  going  to  say  whether  he  was  a  fre- 
quenter of  that  club  or  not.  He  simply  said, 
for  one  of  the  newly-established  clubs  in  Wei- 
lington,  that  he  haid  never  seen  any  gambling 
in  that  club. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  Working-men's  Club 
was  not  a  newly-established  club,  for  he  had 
been  an  honorary  member  of  it  for  thirteen 
years ;  so  that  the  question  must  apply  to 
another  club.  A  lot  of  gambling  had  gone  on  in 
the  club  referred  to  some  time  ago.  The  com- 
mittee were  called  together,  and  they  took  a 
high  hand  and  passed  most  stringent  rules 
that  no  more  gambling  should  be  allowed,  and 
one  member  was  expelled  from  the  club  for 
transgressing  in  that  respect.  It  was  a  credit 
to  the  club  that  it  had  put  its  foot  down  in 
that  way,  and  it  was  not  fair  that  an  honour- 
able gentleman  should  get  up  in  the  House 
and  accuse  it  of  a  crime  from  which  it  had 
cleared  itself. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  ask  whether  there  was 
not  a  wider  question  involved,  in  the  bringing, 
up  of  a  question  of  this  kind  in  regard  to  what 
was  practically  a  private  house.  He  thought 
it  was  a  new  departure,  and  he  hoped  it  was 
the  first  and  last  occurrence  they  would  have 
of  the  kind.  From  information  he  had  re- 
ceived, there  was  no  doubt  it  was  the  Junior 
Club  to  which  this  question  referred.    It  would 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.]  Gambling  in  Clubs.        [HOUSE.] 


Gambling  in  Clubs. 


851 


have  been  mach  better  not  to  have  referred  to 
the  whole  of  the  clubs.  It  oonld  not  have  been 
the  Working-men's  .Club,  for  that  had  been 
twenty  years  in  existence.  He  did  not  think 
this  question  applied  to  it  at  all.  He  knew 
that,  so  far  as  the  management  of  that  club 
was  concerned,  they  would  not  allow  gambling 
under  any  consideration.  What  he  wished  to 
call  attention  to  was  this  :  that,  if  they  allowed 

?ue8tions  of  this  kind  to  come  on  the  Order 
*aper,  they  might  grow  into  proportions  that 
they  would  not  like.  He  did  not  think  the 
question  ought  to  have  appeared  on  the  Order 
Paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Speaker  was  respon- 
sible for  what  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper, 
and  there  was  an  apparent  implication  of 
blame  for  allowing  the  question  to  appear. 
He  was  bound  to  say  that,  in  view  of  the 
proposals  before  the  Legislature,  to  place  all 
clubs  under  the  control  of  a  public  Act  of  Par- 
liament, it  appeared  to  him  that  this  question 
was  quite  in  order. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  never  questioned  Mr. 
Speaker's  action  in  the  matter.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion of  what  the  honourable  member  took  upon 
himself  —  to  ask  him  to  make  inquiries  con- 
cerning institutions  which  at  the  present  time 
were  the  same  as  private  houses. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  said  his  remarks  would 
apply  to  any  club  in  Wellington.  There  was 
a  general  assertion.  It  had  been  generally 
stated  that  he  was  prompted  by  some  person 
who  felt  injured  to  put  this  question.  His 
information  came  entirely  from  a  person  who 
was  almost  unknown  to  members  of  that 
House. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said  this  was  not  merelv  a  slur 
on  Wellington  clubs,  but  on  the  clubs  through- 
out New  Zealand.  The  statement  was,  '*  and 
also  other  clubs  in  the  colony."  He  would 
speak  on  behalf  of  the  clubs  in  Wanganui. 
He  was  a  member  of  one  of  those  clubs,  and 
he  had  made  it  his  business  to  visit  them,  and 
he  would  say  this :  that  these  clubs  were  well 
managed;  and  that  a  general  charge  of  this 
character,  against  the  whole  of  the  clubs  in 
New  Zealand,  was  not  a  fair  charge  to  make, 
because  it  followed  with  the  assertion — "  to  the 
injury  of  the  young  men  of  New  Zealand." 
Therefore,  if  charges  of  this  character  were 
to  be  made  against  all  clubs  throughout  New 
Zealand,  the  least  the  honourable  member 
could  have  done,  in  making  these  charges,  was 
to  state  some  clubs,  at  any  rate,  in  which 
these  transactions  took  place. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  he  could  do  it  seria- 
tim. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  true  bearing  of  this  question 
had  not  been  noticed  by  the  House,  and  it 
could  be  stated  in  a  single  sentence.  It  was 
this:  that  the  system  of  espionage  of  clubs 
or  private  houses  which  would  result  from 
such  questions  as  this  taking  a  hold  upon  the 
public  was  a  great  deal  worse  than  gambling 
itself,  and  he  thought  the  House  was  doing 
well  in  not  encouraging  anything  of  the  kind. 


Mr.  O'CONOR  would  like  to  say,  with  regard 
to  the  remarks  that  had  just  been  made,  that 
he  thought  it  was  a  well  known  fact  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  that  families  had  been 
ruined  by  this  gambling  in  clubs.  He  knew 
that  in  his  provincial  district  two  respectable 
families  had  been  dragged  down  to  the  lowest 
through  gambling.  He  knew  one  public  offi- 
cial who  ruined  himself  and  his  family,  and  a 
great  many  others,  by  gambling  in  these  clubs. 
It  was  a  pure  sham  to  say  these  were  private 
houses.  They  were  houses  allowed  to  sell 
liquor,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  pub- 
licans, with  this  addition:  that  they  were 
allowed  to  carry  on  gambling  or  anything  else. 
It  was  a  public  scandal,  no  matter  what  honour- 
able gentlemen  might  say.  It  was  very  well 
known  to  every  one  that  gambling  was  carried 
on  in  these  clubs.  They  prohibited  gambling 
in  publichouses ;  and  why  allow  it  to  be  carried 
on  in  these  places?  If  gambling  was  carried 
on  in  publichouses  or  private  houses  the  police 
<!Ould  put  a  stop  to  it;  and  why  should  they 
not  have  the  same  power  with  regard  to  clubs  ? 
Was  it  because  a  few  wealthy  people  united 
and  proposed  to  sell  liquor,  under  false  pre- 
tences ,  to  everybody  that  frequented  the  clubs 
or  was  introduced  by  a  friend  ?  Was  it  for 
that  reason  these  clubs  should  be  protected? 
No.  He  gave  great  credit  to  the  Government 
for  introducing  supervision  in  the  Bill  .which 
was  now  passing  through  Committee,  and  he 
hoped  when  that  supervision  was  exercised  it 
would  lead  to  the  most  stringent  measures 
being  taken  to  prevent  practices  which  he  knew 
had  been  carried  on  in  these  establishments. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man stated  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
gambling  was  carried  on  in  clubs,  and,  of 
course,  he  brought  in  the  rich  and  wealthy  in 
connection  with  them.  He  forgot,  at  the  same 
time,  that  there  were  other  clubs  in  existence 
— poor  men's  and  working-men's  clubs. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Hear,  hear ;  it  is  going 
on  there. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said,  honourable  members, 
when  speaking  of  clubs,  were  disposed  to  adopt 
the  same  kind  of  argument  as  that  used  by  a 
certain  section  of  the  community  with  regard 
to  nunneries — that  section  of  the  community 
who  characterized  nunneries  as  places  of  gross 
immorality,  and  wished  them  to  be  placed 
under  the  supervision  of  the  police.  They 
knew  nothing  of  them  or  of  the  way  in  which 
they  were  conducted,  and  their  charges  were 
only  the  creations  of  their  own  diseased  brains. 
He  had  had  considerable  experience  of  club- 
life,  and  he  must  say  that  he  had  seen  very 
much  less  gambling  in  clubs  than  he  had 
been  forced  to  witness  at  publichouses  he 
was  compelled  to  stay  at  from  time  to  time. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  quite  in  error 
in  saying  that  gambling  did  not  take  place  in 

Eublichouses,  and,  for  that  matter,  in  private 
ouses.  They  might  take  his  word  for  it,  that 
people  who  wished  to  gamble  would  not  go  into 
clubs  to  do  it,  where  they  could  bo  talked 
about.  If  they  wanted  to  go  in  for  real  down- 
right steady  gambling  they  would  get  a  room 
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in  a  friend's  house,  \vhere  they  could  do  it  in 
secret,  and  where  the  police  could  not  touch 
them.  That  was  where  the  ruin  was  worked. 
Young  men  in  public  or  private  situations  were 
too  well  aware  that  if  they  gambled  in  clubs 
they  would  be  talked  about,  and  by-and-by 
it  would  come  to  the  ears  of  their  employers, 
and  dismissal  would  follow.  Where  the  princi- 
pal gambling  took  place  was  in  the  back  rooms 
of  obscure  publichouses,  and  in  private  houses. 
No  committe  of  any  well-organized  club  would 
for  a  single  moment  permit  gambling  to  go  on. 
It  was  quite  true  he  did  himself  very  often  in- 
dulge in  a  game  of  whist  for  shilling  points ; 
and,  if  the  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer 
thought  himself  a  dab  at  whist,  he  (Mr.  Fergus) 
should  be  very  glad  to  accommodate  him. 

Mr.  0 'CON  OB  said  he  knew  better  than  run 
the  risk. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that,  after  all,  it  was  a 
great  pity  that  such  a  sweeping  condemnation 
should  be  made  of  the  clubs  of  the  colony. 
Gambling  was  permitted  all  over  the  colony, 
but  he  utterly  denied  that  more  gambling 
took  place  in  clubs  than  in  publichouses  and 
private  houses.  Sometimes  when  he  felt  in- 
clined for  a  game  at  a  club  it  was  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  that  he  could  get  a  game  at 
whist,  and  in  some  clubs  he  could  not  get  a 
game  of  whist  at  all.  A  very  respected  friend 
of  his,  and  of  the  Speaker's  tqo,  used  to  sit 
down  and  play  double-dummy  for  shilling 
points,  and  he  was  very  glad  of  the  recreation 
whenever  the  requisite  number  of  players  could 
not  be  obtained.  He  denied  that  any  such 
thing  as  gambling  to  the  extent  insinuated 
took  place  in  the  clubs  of  the  colony,  and 
especially  in  the  rich  men's  clubs,  which  had 
been  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Buller.  There  was  far  more  gambling  car- 
ried on  in  that  honourable  gentleman's  little 
district  on  the  West  Coast  than  in  the  clubs, 
and  there  was  no  club  there,  as  far  as  he  was 
aware. 

Mr.  FISHER  complimented  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller.  The  old  homily  on 
gambling  would  remain  fresh  and  green  to  the 
end  of  humanity.  Theodore  Hook,  in  one  of 
his  humorous  papers,  used  to  point  out  rows 
of  houses  and  bishops'  palaces  that  had  been 
won  and  lost  by  gambling.  He  wanted  to 
offer  one  word  of  congratulation  to  the  Pre- 
mier on  account  of  what  had  fallen  from  that 
honourable  gentleman  to  the  effect  that  the 
club  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  private 
house  of  the  gentlemen  assembled  there.  He 
thought  this  question  ought  not  to  have  been 
allowed  to  appear  on  the  Order  Paper.  He 
would  call  Attention  to  the  skilful  manner  in 
which  the  question  was  drawn,  and  its  extreme 
particularity.  Why  limit  the  gambling  to  five 
days  in  the  week?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man did  give  them  credit  for  two  days'  rest  ? 
And  then,  there  was  the  sweeping  assertion 
about  all  the  clubs.  He  might  say,  in  regard 
to  the  Junior  Club,  as  it  had  been  mentioned 
in  the  discussion,  that  this  was  an  unmanly 
and  dislionourable  stab  at  a  club  which  was 
undeserving  of  such  a  stab. 
Mr,  FergiiA 


Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle-^ 
man  must  not  make  such  an  accusation  against 
the  honourable  member. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  it  was  not  on  the  part  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  He  was  referring, 
in  the  use  of  these  words,  to  the  person  who 
furnished  the  information  out  of  pure  spite. 
Now,  in  regard  to  the  Wellington  Working- 
men's  Club,  he  had  been  a  member  of  that 
club  for  nearly  twenty  years.  There  were 
times,  when  the  House  was  not  sitting,  when 
he  visited  that  club  daily,  and  he  would  say 
with  the  most  perfect  truth  that  he  never  saw 
stakes  to  the  amount  of  one  shilling  gambled 
for  in  that  club. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Has  he  bought  buttons 
there  ? 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man appeared  to  be  possessed  of  an  amount 
of  information  which  seemed  to  be  peculiar  to 
himself,  and  was  not  possessed  by  any  other 
honourable  members.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man asked,  **  Has  he  bought  buttons  there  ?" 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.—I  have  been  at  that 
game  myself  in  my  lifetime. 

Mr.  FISHER  thought  the  Premier  was  very 
much  to  be  complimented  for  the  words  he 
made  use  of  in  regard  to  these  clubs,  and  he 
thanked  the  House  for  the  view  it  had  adopted 
in  regard  to  the  language  used  concerning  the 
club  that  had  been  mentioned,  and  the  skil- 
fully-veiled language ;  employed  to  carry  off  the 
thing;  but  it  appeared  that  everybody  knew 
what  club  the  question  was  directed  against* 
He  trusted  no  more  questions  of  the  kind  would 
appear  on  the  Order  Paper  of  that  House. 

GOVERNMENT  LEGAL  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Government,  When 
the  return  ordered  by  the  House  on  the  5th 
July,  as  to  the  cost  of  legal  business  transacted 
for  the  Government,  will  be  laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  replied,  on  Tuesday  next. 

BONUS  TO  IRON  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  the  Government^ 
— (1.)  If  they  will  explain  what  results  the 
colony  has  received  for  the  payment  of  £300  of 
the  £600  bonus  placed  upon  the  estimates  in 
regard  to  the  iron  industry,  and  if  the  lines  of 
the  Proclamation  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
persons  who  have  received  the  £300  ?  (2.)  Will 
the  Government  state  who  received  the  afore- 
said sum  of  money  ?  He  had  seen  notices  in 
the  Gazette  that  the  bonus  was  to  be  paid  for 
the  production  of  five  hundred  tons  of  iron 
produced  from  the  ores  and  ironsands  of  New 
Zealand,  and  he  wished  to  know  whether  any 
scrap-iron  had  been  used ;  and,  if  so,  what  was- 
the  proportion  of  it  to  that  of  oio  and  ironsand. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  answer  of  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Department  was  that  349  tons 
13cwt.  2qr.  of  marketable  iron  had  been  pro- 
duced. A  copy  of  the  report  was  attached, 
wbich  he  would  be  happy  to  show  to  the 
honourable  gentleman.  A  bonus  had  been 
paid  for  three  hundred  tons  only,  and  the 
money  had  been  received  by  Mr.  Kent,  the 
manager  of   the  Onehunga   Ironworks  Coin- 
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pany  (Ijimited).  The  operations  of  that  oom- 
pany  had  been  carried  out  qaite  openly,  and 
they  were  most  anxioas  to  give  every  informa- 
tion to  the  pablio  and  to  the  officers  of  the 
department. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW  wanted  to  know  whether 
the  iron  produced  was  from  ironsand  and  ore 
only,  or  wnether  scrap-iron  had  been  used. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  details  were  in  the 
table,  which  he  would  have  great  pleasure  in 
showing  the  honourable  member. 

AUCKLAND  RIFLE  ASSOCIATION. 

^Ir.  SHEBA  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
Why  the  Auckland  Bifle  Association  has  not 
received  any  portion  of  the  £450  which  has 
been  distributed  for  prizes  among  the  rifle 
associations  of  New  Zealand  ?  He  might  ex- 
plain that  a  few  days  ago  he  had  asked  the 
Minister  to  place  a  sum  of  £1,000  on  the  esti- 
mates for  prizes  for  rifle  associations,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  replied  that  £450 
had  already  been  voted  for  that  object.  He 
had  put  this  question  because  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Auckland 
Rifle  Association,  Lieutenant  Dormer,  saying 
that  the  Auckland  Association  had  not  received 
a  shilling. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  evidently  labouring  under  a  wrong 
impression.  He  had  not  informed  him  that 
the  £450  had  been  distributed  among  the  vari- 
ous rifle  associations.  His  answer  was  that 
these  associations  cost  the  Government  £450, 
and  that  was  expended  in  supplying  ammuni- 
tion, in  the  supervision  of  the  camp,  and  in 
other  expenses  incidental  to  the  holding  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Rifle  Association. 

CO-OPERATIVE  WORKS. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Government,  When 
the  return,  ordered  on  the  19th  July,  referring 
to  men  employed  on  the  co-operative  works, 
will  be  laid  before  this  House  ?  It  was  seven 
weeks  since  this  question  first  appeared  on  the 
Order  Paper,  and  five  weeks  since  the  House 
had  ordered  the  return. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  return  was  in  course 
of  preparation,  and,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knew,  there  were  two  thousand  men  em- 
ployed in  diflerent  parts  of  the  colony.  It  was 
impossible  to  have  the  return  made  in  the  short 
time  mentioned,  and  at  the  some  time  keep  up 
with  the  demands  made  on  the  Government  by 
the  House  and  by  Committees. 

ORDER  PAPER. 
Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  take  steps  for  members  to  receive 
corrected  copies  of  the  Order  Paper  earlier 
than  is  the  custom  at  present?  He  could 
aissare  Ministers  that  he  had  no  desire  to  em- 
barrass them  in  putting  this  question,  but  he 
thought  it  was  only  right  that  members  of  the 
House  should  know  as  early  as  possible  what 
business  was  coming  on.  He  would  suggest  to 
the  Premier  that  a  written  copy  of  the  Order 
Paper  might  be  put  up  over  one  of  the  mantel- 
pieces in  the  lobby,  and  then  members  could  see 
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it  long  before  the  Printing  Office  could  supply 
copies.  It  appeared  to  mm  that  there  was  a 
loss  of  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  of  time 
every  day  in  consequence  of  members  not 
knowing  what  business  was  coming  on. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  were 
following  the  usual  practice  in  this  respect. 
He  had  been  much  longer  in  the  House  than 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  he  had  never 
known  anything  diflerent  done.  When  Minis- 
ters had  to  attend  Committees,  as  they  must 
do,  they  could  only  steal  a  few  minutes  after 
the  Committees  had  ceased  sitting  to  meet  in 
Cabinet  and  determine  what  business  should 
be  brought  on.  That  was  what  had  happened 
to  him  that  day,  and  it  was  not  at  all  un- 
common for  Ministers  to  have  to  go  without 
their  luncheon.  That  was  the  punishment 
put  on  Ministers ;  but  he  might  say  that  they 
arranged  the  business  as  soon  as  they  possibly 
oould. 

AMOUNTS  PAID  TO  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  MOORE  asked  the  Government,  When 
the  return  ordered  by  the  House  on  the  21st 
July,  being  continuation  of  B.-28,  1892,  will  be 
laid  before  this  House?  This  question  was 
something  like  the  question  put  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashburton,  and  he  supposed 
he  would  receive  a  similar  answer.  He  might 
say  that  when  honourable  members  asked  for 
returns  they  wished  to  get  them  during  the 
ses9ion,  so  that  they  might  use  them ;  and  he 
hoped  they  would  get  the  returns  that  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  entirely  wrong  if  he  supposed  that  one  de- 
partment furnished  a  return  of  this  sort.  The 
various  departments  had  been  instructed  to 
make  up  the  details,  so  that  the  final  return 
could  be  made  out,  and  as  soon  as  those  details 
were  received  the  return  would  be  placed  on 
the  table  of  the  House. 

MANAWATU  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

Mr.  McLEAN  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  endeavour  to  get  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioners to  make  suitable  arrangements  with 
the  Manawatu  Railway  Company  to  enable 
them  to  run  their  passenger-trains  to  and  from 
the  Te  Aro  end  of  the  city  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  a  matter  which 
rested  entirely  with  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioners, and  was  not  one  in  which  he  ought  to 
be  called  on  to  interiere. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES. 
Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Premier,  If,  in 
accordance  with  suggestions  made  by  some 
friendly  societies,  he  will  appoint  a  Select  Com- 
mittee or  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into 
the  financial  condition  of  these  societies,  and 
to  report  thereon  ?  He  had  been  asked  to  put 
this  question  on  the  Order  Paper  because  some 
people  were  very  anxious  that  a  Royal  Com- 
mission, or  a  Select  Committee,  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  matter;  and  he 
thought  a  great  deal  of  good  might  result  from 
such  inquiry,  inasmuch  as  it  might  lead  to 
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these  societies  being  put  on  a  better  financial 
footing.  He  hoped  to  receive  a  satisfactory 
reply. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  no  doubt  a  most 
important  question,  and  one  that  deserved 
having  every  attention  paid  to  it.  He  did  not 
know  whether  a  Boyal  Commission  was  neces- 
sary, but  he  might  say  that  the  Government 
had  very  full  information  from  the  returns,  and 
he  did  not  think  they  would  be  warranted  in 
going  into  the  expense  of  a  Boyal  Commission. 
The  Government  would  look  into  the  matter, 
and,  if  necessary,  deal  with  it  next  session. 

CODLIN-MOTH. 

Mr.  PALMER  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Will  the  Government  offer  a  bonus  for  the  best 
means  for  the  eradication  of  the  codlin-moth  ? 
He  might  say  that  there  were  many  people 
who  hod  devised  specifics  for  the  eradication 
of  this  codlin-moth,  and  it  would  be  of  great 
value  if  something  could  be  done  to  make  prac- 
tical use  of  some  of  them. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Government 
would  look  into  the  matter  during  the  recess 
and  obtain  all  the  information  they  could  as 
to  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  offer  a 
bonus  for  this  purpose,  and,  if  so,  the  Govern- 
ment would  provide  a  vote. 

IMPERIAL-GUARANTEED  DEBEN- 
TURES. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  How  comes  it  that  in  Parliament- 
ary Paper  B.-IO,  1893,  giving  particulars  of 
securities  held  in  the  colony  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  on  page  2,  under  the  heading 
^*Po8t  Office,"  it  is  certified  tbat  debentures 
under  "  The  Immigration  and  Public  Works 
Act,  1870  "  (Imperial-guaranteed),  to  the  value 
of  £324,000,  were  in  the  safe  belonging  to  the 
Post  Office  on  the  8th  March,  1893,  while  the 
House  has  been  informed  that  such  debentures 
were  in  London  ? 

Mr.  WARD  replied  that  the  information  he 
had  given  to  the  House  was  correct.  On  ap- 
plying, however,  to  the  custodians  of  the 
securities,  he  found  that  in  the  return  they 
furnished  they  had,  by  mistake,  included 
£324,000  in  the  return  of  securities  said  to 
be  held  in  the  colony.  Those  securities  were 
held  in  London,  to  the  order  of  the  Post 
Office,  as  he  had  informed  the  House.  He 
would  lay  an  amended  return  on  the  table. 

Paper  laid  on  the  table. 

LOCAL  TAX  ON  UNIMPROVED  LAND. 
Mr.  PALMER  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
As  a  private  member  cannot  introduce  into 
the  Rating  Act  Amendment  Bill  a  new  clause 
allowing  local  bodies,  if  they  wish,  to  impose 
on  absentees  from  this  colony  a  10-per-cent. 
additional  tax  on  the  unimproved  value  of  all 
land  not  under  cultivation,  will  he  take  this 
into  his  consideration,  with  a  view  of  intro- 
ducing a  clause  to  the  above  effect  ?  He  had 
put  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper  for  one 
particular  reason,  which  was,  that  he  had  com- 
munications from  the  Borough  Councils  in  his 
Dr,  Newman 


district,  in  which  they  pointed  out  the  hardship 
which  arose  from  the  settlers  having  to  pay 
heavy  rates,  while  persons  who  owned  property 
there  to  a  large  extent,  and  who  were  absentees, 
were  altogether  free  from  those  rates.  These 
persons  did  not  even  keep  any  man  on  their 
property  to  look  after  it,  and  the  consequence 
was  that  all  sorts  of  noxious  weeds  grew  on  the 
land  and  spread  to  the  neighbouring  lands,  to 
the  great  injury  of  them.  All  they  wished  was 
that  they  should  have  a  right  to  tax  those 
lands  for  local  purposes  to  a  greater  extent 
than  they  had  at  present. 

Mr.  WARD  was  sorry  to  say  that  he  was 
unable  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  At  present  the  Go- 
vernment ^ere  of  opinion  that  the  tax  on 
absentees  should  be  allowed  to  operate  under 
the  general  land-tax  only,  and  that  it  should 
have  no  application  to  local  governing  bodies. 

ELECTORAL  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS  asked  the  Premier,  If 
the  Government  will  take  steps  during  the 
recess  to  prepare  an  amendment  to  **The 
Representation  Act,  1887,"  so  that  more  satis- 
faction will  be  given  to  the  various  constitu- 
encies than  the  present  method  of  allocating 
the  new  boundaries  of  electoral  districts  now 
affords?  It  was  within  the  knowledge  of 
honourable  members  that  the  Commissioners 
had  not  given  unmixed  satisfaction — far  from 
it.  The  Act  provided  that  due  consideration 
should  be  given  to  community  of  interests, 
facilities  of  communication,  et  cetera.  These 
considerations,  however,  he  might  say,  had 
been  almost  altogether  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.  He  thought  some  amendment  should 
be  brought  forward,  in  any  future  alteration  of 
the  law,  which  would  provide  for  the  matters 
he  had  referred  to  being  attended  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  a  Bill  now 
on  the  Order  Paper  which  would,  he  thought, 
rectify  what  had  been  complained  of,  and  ho 
hoped,  if  there  was  time,  to  get  it  through  this 
session. 

CRIMINAL  CODE  BILL. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  intend  to  pass  the  Criminal  Code 
Bill  this  session  ?  In  this  measure  there  was 
provision  for  a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal,  and 
it  was  very  desirable  that  such  a  reform  should 
be  made  in  our  law.  As  he  had  given  his 
principal  reasons  the  other  day  in  favour  of 
a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal,  he  would  not 
go  into  the  question  at  present.  He  trusted 
honourable  members  would  read  the  evidence 
he  then  alluded  to,  and  they  would  then  see 
the  necessity  for  what  he  asked. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  had 
brought  down  and  passed  through  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  the  Criminal  Code 
Bill,  and  he  thought  it  veiy  desirable  that  that 
Bill  should  be  passed  and  become  law.  He 
thought  it  was  only  by  codifying  our  laws, 
making  the  needful  alterations  as  they  were 
passing  the  Bill  through,  that  they  would  ever 
be  able  to  place  the  criminal  law  of  the  colony 
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iairlj  before   the  country,  and   so   that   the 

Stople  could  understand  it.     He  hoped  the 
ouse  would  see  ibs  way  clear  to  pass  that 
Bill. 

DETECTIVES. 

Mr.  PALMER  asked  the  Defence  Minister, 
If  the  Government  intend  to  appoint  the  two 
first-class  detectives,  in  accordance  with  the 
lecommendations  contained  in  the  police  report 
of  the  Under-Secretary,  which  report  was  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  last  year  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  had  only 
provided  for  two  first-class  detectives  in  the 
estimates.  He  admitted  that  the  detective 
force  was  somewhat  weak,  but  they  had  one 
or  two  constables  now  who  were  doing  duty  as 
detectives.  It  was  his  intention,  later  on,  to 
strengthen  the  detective  force. 

LABOUR  DEPARTMENT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DUTHIE,  it  was  ordered, 
That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House,  show- 
ing— (1)  The  number  of  those  included  in  the 
S,518  persons  reported  by  the  Department  of 
Labour  as  sent  to  private  employment,  but  for 
whom  no  positive  engagement  was  really  made, 
ihe  nature  of  the  engagement  made  on  behalf 
of  these  persons,  or  the  conditions  under  which 
they  were  sent  which  entitled  the  department 
to  report  that  they  had  been  sent  to  private 
employment;  (2)  the  number  of  persons  as- 
sisted in  each  of  the  years  ending  the  31st 
March,  1892  and  1898,  by  an  advance  of  fare 
or  other  expenses  on  going  up  country  in  search 
of  employment,  and  the  average  amount  of 
such  advance ;  and  (3)  the  number  of  registered 
factories  and  hands  employed  thereat  in  each 
of  above  years :  the  return  to  show  the  new 
factories  commencing  work  during  the  latter 
year  distinguished  from  factories  working  but 
which  had  not  been  registered  in  the  previous 
year,  also  in  both  cases  the  number  of  persons 
employed. 

N.  FRYDAY. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  copy  of  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
charges  made  against  Mr.  N.  Fiyday,  together 
with  their  report  thereon. 

MINES  STATEMENT  AND  REPORT. 
On  the  motion  of  Dr.  NEWMAN,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  total  cost,  including  print- 
ing and  lithographing,  &c.,  of  producing  the 
/Bdition  of  the  Mines  Statement  and  of  the 
Goldfields  and  Mining  Report  of  New  Zealand, 
1893. 

NAPIER-TAUPO,  ETC.,  ROADS. 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  R.  STOUT,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
«  return  showing  the  amount  expended  on  the 
following  roads:  Napier-Taupo,  Springfield- 
Hokitika,  Nelson-Reefton,  in  the  period  from 
31st  March,  1892,  to  30th  June,  1898,  specify- 
ing the  amoimts  spent  on  each  road  on  day- 
labour  and  on  co-operative  contracts. 


ADJOURNMENT, 
Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  intended  to  exercise  his 
privilege  of  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  He  would  only  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  House  for  a  short  time ;  but  a  very 
great  and  important  national  question  was 
concerned,  and  an  unfair  advantage  had  been 
taken,  earlier  in  the  afternoon,  of  a  report  that 
had  been  made,  and  the  reply  of  the  Minister 
had  not  put  the  matter  very  clearly :  in  fact, 
if  the  statement  made  went  forth  uncontra- 
dicted it  would  make  it  appear  that  one  of  the 
greatest  scandals  had  been  perpetrated  by  a  pri- 
vate company  and  the  Government  conjointly. 
What  were  tiie  facts  of  the  case?  The  One- 
hunga  Company,  about  twelve  months  ago, 
decided  that  they  would  have  a  fair,  honest, 
and  unqualified  test  of  the  iron -ores  and 
ironsand  of  New  Zealand,  with  the  view  of 
seeing  whether  these  great  deposits  could  not 
be  turned  to  national  purposes,  and  they  pro- 
cured the  very  best  skilled  labour  in  the  colony 
and  in  the  adjoining  colonies  for  the  purpose. 
They  had  a  staff  of  workmen  unsurpassed  by 
any  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere — men  trained 
in  England,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  America — 
men  quite  capable  of  working  up  iron  and  steel 
in  every  stage  and  by  every  known  modem 
process.  The  Bank  of  New  Zealand — which, 
he  believed,  was  a  part  and  portion  of  the  One- 
hunga  Company — had  found  the  money,  and 
they  gave  him  a  fair  and  impartial  trial.  They 
found  the  men,  machinery,  and  money.  The 
material  was  obtained  from  New  Plymouth. 
He  could  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  at  the  trial,  when  his  patent  compound 
was  put  through  the  furnace,  no  scrap-iron  or 
inferior  material  was  used  as  a  flux  either  con- 
jointly or  separately.  There  was  only  used 
the  pure  ironsand  of  New  Zealand.  What  was 
the  result  of  that  trial  smelting?  The  report 
showed  that  nearly  fifty  tons  of  iron  had  been 
produced,  and  castings  were  made  direct  from 
the  furnace,  at  one  operation.  They  could 
manufacture  castings  ready  for  the  market 
more  cheaply  than  the  importers  could  im- 
port iron  and  work  it  up. 
An  Hon.  Member.— Why  do  they  not  do  it  7 
Mr.  E.  M,  SMITH  would  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  They  manufactured  tubs» 
buckets,  horseshoes,  et  cetera^  and  he  exhibited 
specimens  of  these  in  the  lobby  last  year,  so 
that  honourable  members  might  see  for  them- 
selves what  could  be  done  in  New  Zealand. 
He  had  heard  a  leading  member  of  the  House 
make  the  remark  in  the  lobby  that  scrap-iron 
had  been  used.  He  took  another  honourable 
gentleman  to  the  Lion  Foundry,  to  Luke  and 
Sons,  and  to  the  Government  workshops,  and 
the  iron  was  tested.  The  tests  showed  that  the 
iron  was  first-class,  and  was  equal  to  the  best 
Russian  or  Swedish  iron.  He  was  very  glad  of 
this  opportunity  to  again  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  importance  of  these  enor- 
mous and  valuable  deposits,  which,  if  properly 
worked,  would  find  employment  for  five  thou- 
sand men,  and  keep  £200,000  in  this  colony 
every  year.  We  should  then  be  able  to  make 
our  own  locomotives.    He  saw  it  stated  that  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


856 


Adjou/mment. 


[HOUSE.] 


Adjowmment. 


[Aug.  35 


locomotive  hod  been  made  at  the  Christcburch 
workshops;  but  that  was  all  made  out  of  im- 
ported material.  If  he  had  the  Onehunga 
works  on  the  beach  at  New  Plymouth  or 
Mokau  he  would  be  able  to  make,  out  of  the 
bond  fide  products  of  the  country,  our  own 
locomotives,  carriages,  trucks,  and  rails  25  per 
cent,  better  and  25  per  cent,  cheaper  than  the 
articles  we  were  receiving  from  Home  and 
abroad,  even  though  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  stated  that  he  had  imported  steel  rails 
at  as  low  a  rate  as  £4  a  ton.  He  had  devoted 
twenty-six  years  of  his  life  to  this  question.  It 
had  been  suggested  that  other  iron  had  been 
mixed  with  what  had  been  produced  locally. 
They  did  not  want  any  mixture — they  only 
wanted  the  New  Ze^iland  material.  To  intro- 
duce other  iron  was  only  contaminating  our 
superior  class  of  iron.  With  our  enormous 
deposits  of  iron-ore  and  coal,  it  was  a  crying 
shame  that  we  should  be  going  on  as  we  were. 
He  wanted  again  to  tell  this  country  that  he 
had  been  trying  to  force  this  question  upon 
the  country  for  the  last  twentv  years.  He 
had  told  the  country  that  he  had  done  as 
much  as  any  man  on  God's  earth  could  do. 
He  had  Fold  his  freehold  property,  and  thrown 
up  two  Government  situations  in  Wellington ; 
and  the  man  occupying  the  position  he  had 
held  was  now  entitled  to  a  pension  for  life. 
He  had  thrown  up  that  in  order  that  he  might 
throw  his  knowledge,  experience,  and  practice, 
and  science  into  this  great  question.  What 
could  be  done  had  been  shown  in  the  samples 
exhibited  in  the  lobby  of  the  House.  He  would 
ask  the  Government  to  appoint  officers  to  re- 
port whether  or  not  the  articles  exhibited  had 
or  had  not  been  made  without  any  mixture. 
He  would  do  this  because  of  the  insinuations 
which  had  been  made.  He  appealed  to  the 
House.  He  had  made  a  practical  success  of 
the  thing,  and  he  wanted  to  make  it  a  com- 
mercial success.  He  believed  he  could  make 
it  a  commercial  success  if  he  had  the  perfect 
machinery  and  modem  appliances  at  his  com- 
mand ;  and  how  was  he  to  get  it  ?  He  was 
going  to  where  the  greatest  experts  in  the 
world  were — England.  He  was  going  to  take 
the  samples  now  in  the  lobby,  together  with 
samples  of  our  coal  and  timber,  and  so  forth, 
and  say  to  the  scientific  world,  *' There  are 
the  New  Zealand  products ;  there  is  what  we 
can  do  in  New  Zealand ;  all  I  want  is  some 
of  your  money."  The  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee was  coming  before  the  House  shortly,  and 
he  hoped  he  would  have  a  majority  of  the 
House  with  him  on  that  occasion^  and  that 
they  would  insist  on  a  colonist  of  thirty  years* 
standing,  and  who  had  stood  up  for  the  colony, 
and  did  all  he  could  for  it,  being  treated  pro- 
perly. The  trials  of  the  great  inventors  of  this 
world  sank  into  insignificance  compared  with 
the  trials  he  had  htid.  He  did  not  say  that 
from  egotism  at  all.  He  had  left  himself 
and  his  family  poor  because  he  had  spent  his 
all  in  his  endeavour  to  develop  the  resources 
of  the  colony.  If  Sir  Julius  Vogel  had  kept 
faith  with  him  smelting- works  and  factories 
would  have  been  established  before  this,  and 
Mr.  E.  M.  Smith 


we  should  have  been  able  to  manufacture  our 
own  roUing-stock,  et  ceteray  instead  of  employ- 
ing men  in  Germany,  as  we  did  at  the  present 
moment.  He  was  very  glad  the  honourable 
member  had  asked  the  question,  because  it  was 
only  fair  for  us  to  pay  bonuses  on  what  were 
bond  fide  products  of  the  colony.  He  could 
positively  assure  them  that,  if  his  iron  was 
submitted  to  prsbctical  and  scientific  test,  it. 
would  prove  to  be  equal  to  the  best  Swedish^ 
and  fit  foe  all  the  better  class  of  engineering 
and  blacksmithing.  It  could  be  done  with- 
out putting  in  ironstone  or  even  superior 
stone,  and  iron  of  a  high  class  would  be  pro- 
duced from  it.  He  was  present  at  the  works 
when  the  test  was  made,  and,  in  order  to 
give  the  afiair  the  fullest  scope,  Mr.  Holmes 
said  to  him,  "  Now,  Mr.  Smith,  we  have 
handed  you  over  the  machinery,  and  have 
found  the  money ;  there  is  everything  at  your 
command ;  let  us  have  a  fair  trial."  So  satis- 
fied was  he  (Mr.  Smith)  that  things  woulcl 
turn  out  as  he  anticipated  that  he  never  put. 
an  apron  on,  but  went  about  with  his  white 
waistcoat  on  and»his  belltopper.  He  gave  the 
men  every  scope,  and  a  full  and  free  field  ; 
and  that  was  the  result:  fifty  tons  of  splen- 
did iron,  unequalled  in  the  world  for  quality. 
It  had  been  submitted  to  the  best  scientific 
men  in  England,  and  it  had  been  worked  up 
by  the  greatest  steel  -  manufacturers  there. 
And  what  did  they  say  as  to  the  manner  ia 
which  the  metal  had  gone  through  their  trials  ? 
They  said  it  was  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the 
world.  The  only  reason  why  the  thing  was 
not  taken  up  and  properly  supported  here  was 
that  the  members  of  the  New  Zealand  Parlia- 
ment were  not  practical  enough  to  grasp  these 
facts ;  otherwise  the  industry  would  have  been 
developed  long  ago.  Let  them,  then,  make  up 
for  the  apathy  of  the  past.  Let  them  consider 
the  matter  when  the  report  of  the  Committee 
came  up.  Just  vote  him  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money,  and  they  could  depend  upon  success 
being  achieved,  and  a  company  with  a  capital 
of  £8,000,000  started* 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  would  like  to  know 
how  much  of  the  public  money  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth  really  wished 
to  have  voted  for  his  particular  district.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  already  received 
£5,500  for  throwing  this  ironsand  out  of  the 
harbour  of  New  Plymouth.  He  had  also  re- 
ceived money  for  roads  in  his  district ;  and  his 
district  had,  in  addition,,  received,  for  a  con- 
siderable number  of  ^ears  past,  a  large  per- 
centage from  the  territorial  land  revenue  of 
the  Provincial  District  of  Taranaki.  And  yet 
he  expected  them  to  vote  untold  thousands  for 
the  purpose  of  experimenting  with  this  iron- 
ore  t  He  said  that  he  had  left  his  family  poor 
by  reason  of  the  money  he  had  expended  in 
the  development  of  this  industry ;  but,  at  any 
rate,  the  brilliancy  of  his  attire  would  put  to 
shame  other  gentlemen  in  the  House.  The 
iron-ore  of  the  colony  appeared  to  have  re- 
ceived due  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  and,  if  the  enterprise  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  together  with  what  the 
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Qovemment  was  doing,  was  not  equal  to  bring- 
ing his  ezpetiments  to  a  snccessful  conclusion, 
no  further  bonus  from  the  Qovemment  would 
enable  that  end  to  be  achieved. 

Mr.  EAKNSHAW  had  had  no  idea  of  putting 
a  red  rag  before  the  bull  on  the  occasion  when 
lie  put  his  notice  on  the  Order  Paper.  He  put 
it  there  because  he  thought  it  was  a  very 
serious  question  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
honuses  granted  in  the  past  for  the  promotion 
of  colonial  industries,  ^ow,  he  ventured  to  say 
-that  the  Government  had  paid  £800  for  only 
tinpot  experiments  in  ironworks,  and  had  spent 
a  sum  of  money  which  had  been  of  no  use  in 
the  direction  of  furthering  the  development  of 
the  iron  industry  of  New  Zealand.  Had  this 
money  been  paid  upon  compliance  with  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  the  Qasette  notice  ?  He 
maintained  that  the  return  showed  distinctly 
that  such  had  not  been  the  case.  Now,  the 
QoMctte  notice  about  this  bonus  for  the  manu- 
facture of  pig-iron  from  ironsand  and  iron-ore 
said  this : — 

"1.  The  bonus  must  be  claimed  before  the 
31st  March,  1893. 

**  The  bonus  will  be  payable  in  instalments  of 
£50  as  each  lot  of  fifty  tons  of  iron  is  manufac- 
tured, on  the  certificate  of  an  officer  appointed 
by  the  Minister  of  Mines  that  the  iron  is  of 
good  marketable  quality. 

"8.  In  the  event  of  more  than  one  person 
manufacturing  the  required  quality  of  pig-iron 
before  the  date  named,  inquiry  will  be  made  by 
the  officer  above  referred  to,  when,  if  it  is  found 
that  each  applicant  is  equally  entitled  to  a 
bonus,  the  amount  will  be  divided ;  but  in  no 
case  shall  the  total  amount  of  money  paid  by 
way  of  bonus  exceed  £500. 

"  4.  The  iron  in  respect  of  which  any  bonus 
is  claimed,  and  the  ironsand  or  ore  from  which 
it  is  manufactured,  will  be  examined  by  the 
officer  aforesaid,  who  may  require  proof  that 
not  only  the  ore,  but  that  the  lime,  coal,  and 
any  other  material  used  in  the  manufacture,  is 
of  genuine  New  Zealand  production,  and  that 
«Jes  of  pig-iron  have  been  made  at  fair  market 
prices." 

They  had  no  information  before  them  that 
that  part  of  the  Oaaette  notice  had  been  com- 
plied with.  He  took  leave  to  say  that,  if  they 
were  going  io  give  bonuses  for  the  develop- 
ment of  any  industries, — a  system  which  was 
pernicious  in  the  extreme, — it  should  only  be 
•done  when  there  had  been  a  deliberate  attempt 
made  on  commercial  lines  to  develop  a  par- 
ticular industry.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
production  of  this  iron  at  Onehunga,  he  held 
that  it  had  not  been  done  vrith  the  desire  of 
of  going  in  for  the  production  of  this  iron  as  a 
national  industry  at  all.  The  works  had  been 
to  a  large  extent  employed  in  working  up  the 
iBcrap-iron  of  the  colony.  That  had  been  the 
particular  work  of  that  company.  They  all 
knew  the  way  in  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man sometimes  talked  on  this  question  u^on 
the  floor  of  the  House,  and  one  in  listening 
to  him  almost  regretted  that  he  had  not  a 
better  knowledge  of  the  question.  He  might 
^int  out  thaft,  according  to  this  paper  that 


the  Premier  had  shown  him,  a  material  used 
at  these  works  was  "Eamo  scrap.'*  Now,  what 
was  Kamo  scrap  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  scrap-iron  ore. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked,  where  from  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  from  Eamo. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  that  was  where  the 
whole  thing  hinged.  This  Gaeette  notice  was 
distinct  and  imperative.  The  iron  was  to  be 
produced  solely  from  the  titanic  ironsand  or 
iron-ore  of  New  Zealand,  and  not  merely  iron 
produced  from  scraps  gathered  from  all  parts 
of  New  Zealand ;  and  he  said,  therefore,  that 
in  this  respect  the  Gaeette  notice  had  not  been 
complied  with.  The  bank  which  owned  this 
company  at  Onehunga  had  undoubtedly  pock- 
eted this  £800,  and  the  operations  there  were 
simply  a  temporary  attempt  to  raise  800  tons 
of  iron  from  scraps  gathered  from  any  source 
whatever.  Now,  so  far  from  grappling  with 
a  national  problem  in  the  development  of  their 
iron -ores,  the  country  had  paid  away  £800 
without  gaining  any  results  whatever  from  the 
expenditure. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  indorsed  what  the  honourable 
member  had  lust  said.  He  was  satisfied  that 
this  £800  had  been  paid  away  without  attaining 
any  result  whatever,  and  without  compliance 
with  the  conditions.  They  all  listened  with 
great  pleasure  to  the  eloquence  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth,  who  painted 
a  good  picture,  but  without  practical  result. 
Now,  he  might  say  that  he  offered  last  session 
to  take  from  the  honourable  member  500  tons 
of  the  class  of  manufactured  iron  for  which 
they  had  the  appliances  at  Onehunga.  He 
ofiered  to  give  the  import  cost  price,  including 
the  duty  of  £2  a  ton.  That  was  a  very  fair 
start  for  the  honourable  gentleman.  Yet  he 
now  reproached  members  of  the  House  with 
not  assisting  him  in  his  enterprise.  There  was 
an  offer  open  to  him,  and  he  (Mr.  Duthie) 
might  say  that  he  was  prepared  to  renew  that 
offer  if  the  honourable  gentleman  would  go  to 
work  in  earnest,  and  leave  off  talking. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  it  was  quite  evident,  from 
the  written  reply  which  the  Minister  gave  to 
the  question,  that  further  investigation  would 
have  to  take  place  into  the  matter.  As  far  as 
one  could  gather  from  that  written  report,  the 
bonus  was  to  be  given  for  iron  manufactured 
from  the  iron-ores  of  New  Zealand.  As  re- 
garded the  cast-iron  and  the  Kamo  scrap  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  this  iron,  it  was  not 
clearly  understood  whether  this  cast-iron  and 
scrap  was  from  New  Zealand  ores,  and  there- 
fore they  were  not  in  a  position  to  say  that 
this  bonus  had  been  paid  away  in  a  legitimate 
manner.  What  was  the  cast-iron?  Was  it 
cast  -  iron  manufactured  in  New  Zealand  ? 
What  was  Kamo  ^rap?  The  Minister  said 
it  was  scrap-ore.  They  did  not  know  such  a 
thing  as  scrap-ore.  If  it  were  scrap  made  out 
of  Kamo  ore,  no  doubt  the  manufacture  was 
legitimate.  Where  was  the  cast-iron  made? 
Was  it  from  Kamo  or  Parapara  ore  ?  The 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth,  whose 
energy  and  enterprise  in  this  direction  they  all 
admired»  and  whose  enthusiasm  the  House  no 
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doubt  admired  also,  was,  in  his  (Mr.  Allen's) 
opinion,  directing  his  energies  in  one  groove, 
which  really  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  iron- 
production  in  New  Zealand.  He  had  got  hold 
of  the  idea  that  the  ironsand  of  New  Plymouth 
was  the  only  material  they  had  available  for 
the  production  of  iron.  All  the  energy  he 
spent  in  that  direction  was  more  or  less  use- 
less. If  he  would  devote  his  energies  and 
abilities  to  the  solution  of  the  question  of  pro- 
ducing iron  and  steel  from  some  other  iron-ore 
than  the  ironsand  to  be  found  at  New  Ply- 
mouth, he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  be  acting  more  sensibly  than  he  was  at 
the  present  time.  There  were  other  ores  in  the 
colony  than  the  Taranaki  ironsand,  such,  for 
instance,  as  Parapara  ore  and  Eamo  ore  ;  and 
he  ventured  to  say  these  were  ores  that,  in  the 
near  future,  were  much  more  likely  to  be  used 
•for  the  production  of  iron  and  steel  than  was 
the  ironsand.  He  felt  quite  sure  of  this  :  that 
they  had  in  other  parts  of  the  colony  appliances 
and  material  for  producing  iron  and  steel  that 
would  be  many  times  more  successful  than 
any  iron  which  could  be  produced  from  the 
titanic  ironsand. 

Mr.  £.  M.  SMITH  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knew  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  merely  expressing  his 
opinion.  The  honourable  gentleman's  energies 
were  being  wasted  in  the  particular  direction 
to  which  he  was  applying  them.  He  (Mr. 
Alien)  thought  the  £300  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  spent  would  have  been  much  better 
spent  in  attempting  to  show  that  steel  could 
be  produced  as  a  marketable  commodity.  The 
iron  upon  which  the  bonus  had  been  paid  was 
not  a  marketable  commodity,  and  he  did  not 
know  whether  castings  could  be  made,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  so  frequently  asserted. 
However,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Duthie)  pointed  out,  an 
opportunity  had  been  given  the  honourable 
member  to  practically  test  the  matter. 

Mr.  BRUCE  regretted  very  much  that  he 
did  not  possess  the  advantage  of  a  practical 
acquaintance  with  this  matter,  and  he  felt 
at  a  veiy  great  disadvantage  in  following  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rhetorical  altitude  that  he  had 
reached.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal  that 
afternoon  from  honourable  members  whom 
they  regarded  as  experts,  as,  for  instance,  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Peninsula.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  he  (Mr.  Bruce)  did  not  feel  that 
the  crux  of  the  question  had  been  touched 
that  afternoon.  They  had  heard  from  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  that 
there  were  vast  quantities  of  ironsand  in  his 
district,  merely  awaiting  the  inflow  of  capital 
and  labour  for  the  development  of  this  par- 
ticular industry.  That  was  the  position  the 
honourable  gentleman  assumed.  As  he  said, 
this  was  in  reality  the  crux  of  the  question, 
and  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  strong  prima  facU 
evidence  against  the  nossibility  of  making  this 
a  payable  commercial  enterprise.  If  this  gave 
any  real  promise  of  becoming  a  payable  indus- 
Mr.  Allen 


try,  capital  would  How  in  for  its  development, 
in  consequence  of  the  fsict  mentioned  in  that 
wonderful  Financial  Statement  of  last  year 
that  '*  Nature  abhors  a  vacuum."  If  there  was 
any  industry,  no  matter  in  what  remote  iregion 
of  the  earth,  which  was  likely  to  prove  payable^ 
capital  would  flow  in,  and  so  it  would  be  in 
the  case  of  the  development  of  the  Taranaki 
ironsand.  He  did  not  like  to  speak  in  such  a 
way  as  to  damp  the  enthusiasm  of  the  honour- 
able member— they  well  knew  his  energy ;  and 
he  only  wished  that  he  might  be  able  to  make 
a  permanent  success  of  this  industry  to  which 
he  had  devoted  himself.  But  he  (Mr.  Bruce) 
did  not  think  that  he  would  do  so,  because, 
as  he  had  said,  if  these  great  treasures  were 
there,  only  awaiting  capital  to  turn  them  to 
account,  capital  would  have  flowed  in  that 
direction  long  ago. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  said  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
very  absurd  of  the  House  to  dispute  the  pay- 
ment of  this  money.  It  had  been  paid,  and 
had  proved  to  be  a  very  beneficial  investment 
for  the  colony.  It  had  established  the  fact 
that  there  were  iron-ores  in  the  colony  which 
could  be  worked  at  a  commercial  profit.  The 
report  did  not  refer  to  Taranaki  iron-ore,  how- 
ever, but  to  the  Parapara  ore.  It  was  superior 
to  any  in  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of  working 
up  into  iron  or  steel,  and  he  thought  the  in- 
vestment was  an  excellent  one  on  the  part  of 
the  Gk)vemment,  to  bring  out  such  results  aa 
that. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  he  sympathized  with  the 
Premier  in  regretting  that  the  time  of  the 
House  should  be  taken  up  in  an  inopportune 
debate  on  what  he  might  call  a  very  import- 
ant question — so  important  that  he  seriously 
hoped  it  would  come  up  for  discussion  again  on 
some  future  opportunity,  when  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  would  have  a  full 
and  fair  opportunity  of  giving  the  House  the 
advantage  of  all  the  experience  and  knowledge 
he  undoubtedly  possessed  on  this  question. 
The  Premier  had  been  good  enough  to  place 
the  House  in  possession  of  a  very  valuable 
return  in  connection  with  this  matter,  but 
there  were  one  or  two  simple  points  in  regard 
to  which  he  would  like  some  information.  The 
Gazette  notice,  which  offered  a  bonus  of  £1  per 
ton  for  500  tons  of  pig-iron,  was  as  follows : — 

*'  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  a  bonus  of  £1 
per  ton  will  be  paid  on  the  production  of  the 
first  500  tons  of  pig-iron  of  marketable  quality 
manufactured  in  the  colony  after  this  date 
from  maj^^netic  or  titaniferous  ironsand  or  iron- 
ore,  all  material,  fuel,  and  fluxes  being  the 
produce  of  New  Zealand,  on  the  following  con* 
ditions,  that  is  to  say : — 

**  1.  The  bonus  must  be  claimed  before  the 
dlst  March,  1893. 

**  2.  The  bonus  will  be  payable  in  instahnents 
of  £50  as  each  lot  of  50  tons  of  iron  is  mana- 
factared,  on  the  certificate  of  an  officer  ap- 
pointed by  the  Minister  of  Mines  that  the  iioa 
is  of  good  marketable  quality. 

**  8.  In  the  event  of  more  than  one  persoa 
manufacturing  the  required  quality  of  pig-iron 
before  the  date  named,  inquiry  will  be  mMe  by 
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the  officer  above  referred  to,  when,  if  it  is  found 
that  each  applicant  is  equally  entitled  to  a 
bonus,  the  amount  will  be  divided ;  but  in  no 
case  shall  the  total  amount  of  money  paid  by 
way  of  bonus  exceed  £500. 

**  4.  The  iron  in  respect  of  which  any  bonus  is 
claimed  and  the  ironsand  or  ore  from  which  it 
is  manufactured  will  be  examined  by  the  officer 
aforesaid,  who  may  require  proof  that  not  only 
the  ore,  but  that  the  lime,  coal,  and  any  other 
material  used  in  the  manufacture,  is  of  genuine 
"New  Zealand  production,  and  that  sales  of  pig- 
iron  have  been  made  at  fair  market  prices." 

There  was  no  qualification  of  that  as  to  the 
payment  of  £1  per  ton  for  any  less  quantity,  and 
the  iron  was  to  be  in  all  respects  the  natural 
product  of  the  country.  He  did  not  dispute 
one  word  of  what  the  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth  had  said,  because  he,  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce,  much  admired 
the  undoubted  energy  and  ability  the  honour- 
able gentleman  threw  into  this  question ;  and 
whenever  the  honourable  gentleman  spoke — 
whatever  knowledge  he  might  possess  on  other 
subjects — ^whenever  he  spoke  on  the  production 
of  iron  from  ironsand  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  paid  the 
very  greatest  attention  to  his  remarks.  He 
was  going  to  ask,  how  came  it  that,  while 
any  other  manufacturer  would  have  been 
bound  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
Oasette  notice  to  produce  500  tons,  and  not 
less,  £900  was  paid  to  this  company  for  the 
production  of  800  tons  only  ?  He  did  not  enter 
into  the  question  of  how  it  was  reduced — as  to 
whether  it  was  made  with  the  natural  ores  of 
the  country  or  very  largely  from  scrap-iron. 
But  there  was  one^remark  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Peninsula  that  he  did  not 
understand,  and  that  was  as  to  the  payment 
of  £300  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  That 
might  be  due  to  his  wajit  of  knowledge  on  the 
subject;  but  how  came  it?  He  did  not  see 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  mentioned  in  any 
way  in  any  of  these  documents  on  the  ques- 
tion.   Why  was  it  paid  to  them  ? 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — Because  they  wanted 
the  money. 

Mr.  FISHQB  said,  so  did  he.  He  remem- 
bered the  honourable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth was  absent  from  his  place  in  the  House 
for  a  considerable  time,  superintending  the 
production  of  this  natural  ore  into  pig-iron, 
and  the  House,  it  would  be  remembered,  upon 
the  honourable  gentleman's  own  request,  was 
good  enough  to  make  good  the  honourable 
gentleman's  honorarium.  He  did  not  mention 
this  for  the  purpose  of  making  reflections,  or 
for  anything  of  that  kind.  But  if  this  was 
the  business  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
he  scarcely  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  have  been  absent  from  the  House  super- 
intending work  for  the  benefit  of  that  bank. 
However,  it  was  clear  from  the  statement  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula  that 
the  OasetU  notice  had  not  been  complied  with, 
and,  unless  some  influence  of  some  kind  had 
been  brought  to  bear,  it  seemed  quite  clear 
that  the  £300  would  not  have  been  paid. 

Mr.  GABNGROSS  wished  to  draw  attention 


to  an  industry  that  had  been  already  esta*> 
blished,  and  was  now  being  carried  on — the 
Bumside  Ironworks.  He  was  not  there  for  the 
purpose  of  advertising  that  industry,  but  he 
would  like  the  House  to  understand  that  there 
had  been  very  great  difficulties  in  connection 
with  the  carrying-on  of  that  establishment. 
At  present  a  number  of  working  -  men  were 
carrying  it  on  under  a  sort  of  co-operative 
system.  The  industry  was  one  of  vast  import- 
ance to  the  country — the  using-up  of  scrap 
iron  and  converting  it  into  marketable  material : 
in  fact,  it  was  converting  waste  into  wealth. 
There  was  a  difficulty  in  tnis  respect:  that  the 
users  of  iron  were  many  of  them  bound  up 
with  certain  importing  oompanies,  which  pre- 
vented them  from  dealing  with  whomever  tney 
chose,  and,  although  they  might  be  quite 
willing  to  ^ve  orders  to  this  establishment, 
their  financial  relations  with  other  firms  pre- 
vented their  doing  so.  The  Railway  Gom- 
missioners,  however,  had  it  in  their  power  to 
assist  the  company  very  greatly  if  they  would 
only  give  a  fair  share  of  their  orders  to  it. 
But  they  patronised  this  enterprising  firm  to 
a  very  small  extent:  indeed,  the  amount  of 
orders  given  by  them  to  the  company  was  so 
small  as  to  be  almost  infinitesimal,  and  of 
very  little  use.  He  would  therefore  ask  the 
Minister  to  use  any  infiuence  he  could,  pro- 
vided the  prices  were  found  to  be  correct,  in 
assisting  this  industry  which  had  been  already 
established. 

Gaptain  RUSSELL  said  he  had  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  drawing-up  of  the  specifi- 
cations for  the  bonus  for  iron,  and  hoped  the 
House  would  not  be  led  astray  by  the  remarks 
of  the  last  speaker.  If  they  were  to  have  an 
industry  of  any  value  in  the  colony  it  would 
not  be  the  working-up  of  scrap  iron,  which  was 
a  mere  pettifogging  kind  of  industry.  He  was 
not  sure  that  the  system  of  bonus  was  right  at 
all ;  but  what  they  wanted  to  encourage  was 
the  manufacture  of  iron  from  New  Zealand  ore 
with  New  Zealand  coal  and  lime,  and,  unless 
those  were  found  in  such  proximity  that  they 
could  be  carried  to  the  smelting-works  for  an 
infinitely  small  cost,  iron  could  not  be  pro- 
duced profitably  to  compete  with  the  outside 
market,  and  there  would  be  no  use  giving  a 
bonus  or  doing  anything. 

Mr.  GARNGROSS  wished  to  explain  that 
he  had  not  said  a  word  by  way  of  asking  for 
a  bonus.  All  he  said  was  that  the  company 
were  manufacturing  the  material,  and  he 
sisked,  would  the  Minister,  provided  the  price 
was  satisfactory,  let  the  company  have  a  share 
of  the  public  trade  ?  He  a&ed  for  no  undue 
favours  for  the  Bumside,  but  merely  that  they 
should  receive  a  fair  share  of  Government  pa- 
tronage, instead  of  its  being  nearly  all  accorded 
to  importing  firms. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Peninsula  had  said  in  his  opening 
remarks  that  in  the  question  the  honourable 
gentleman  put  on  the  Order  Paper  he  was 
doing  something  like  holding  a  red  rag  to  a 
bull.  He  presumed  the  honourable  gentle- 
man meant  to  compare  him  to  a  bull.    He 
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.  (Mr.  Smith)  would  remind  the  honourhle 
gentleman  that  a  bull  can  butt,  and  hard 
too,  when  he  is  roused  by  bad  treatment. 
He  was  not  going  to  fall  out  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  that,  but  he  was 
going  to  show  him  where  he  was  wrong.  He 
said  the  people  who  had  received  the  bonus 
never  intended  that  this  trial  should  be  with 
a  view  of  establishing  a  permanent  industry 
on  a  permanent  basis.  If  he  only  knew  what 
he  was  talking  about  he  would  not  make  such 
a  statement.  He  (Mr.  Smith)  might  tell  him 
that  the  Globo  Assets  Company  had  done  it 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  it  was  prac- 
ticable or  feasible  to  ma^ke  iron  in  New  Zea- 
.  land  commercially,  because,  if  it  could  not  be 
done  commercially,  it  was  no  good  whatever. 
The  result  of  the  trial  at  Onehunga  was  that  Sir 
Julius  Vogel,  who  was  now  in  London,  going  to 
'  the  Imperial  Institute,  and  seeing  the  splendid 
display  of  iron  and  steel  that  had  been  shown 
in  the  lobby  last  session  with  the  intention 
of  attracting  the  attention  of  capitalists,  had 
succeeded  in  raising  another  £10,000  for  oarzy- 
ing  on  the  work  in  New  Zealand.  With- 
in the  last  ten  days  an  expert  had  arrived  in 
the  colony,  brought  out  by  the  Globo  Assets 
Company  to  thoroughly  investigate  the  matter. 
The  iron  had  been  tested;  it  had  been  sent 
all  over  the  world  and  tested  in  many  work- 
shops; and  now  this  man  was  going  to  in- 
vestigate the  iron-  and  coal-deposits  and  make 
an  exhaustive  report.  So  much  for  the  truth 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  assertion.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  returned  to  the 
House  on  the  labour-ticket  by  the  working- 
men  of  the  colony,  and  he  was  the  only  mem- 
ber who  had  raised  dissensions  amongst  the 
working  representatives  in  the  House,  and  he 
had  not  done  what  he  ought  to  have  done  and 
tried  to  induce  the  Legislature  to  look  seriously 
at  these  things  as  he  should,  but  endeavoured  to 
show  that  the  trial  was  a  fraud.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Bangitikei  had  made  some  re- 
ference to  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce 
bringing  up  scientific  matter.  He  believed  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  had  a  very  good 
education.  Then,  he  referred  to  the  practical 
knowledge  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Peninsula,  and  if  it  were  parliamentary  he 
would  say  the  honourable  member  had  the 
audacity  to  compare  their  ability  and  know- 
ledge with  his  (Mr.  Smith's).  Had  he  come 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be  com- 
pared with  a  brass-cock  filer  1  He  might  tell 
them  that  he  was  fifty-four  years  of  affe,  and 
had  worked  since  he  was  ten  years  old.  In 
the  Old  Country  he  had  worked  in  the  largest 
works  and  factories  in  England;  and  then  to 
be  compared  with  these  men  1  He  would  tell 
them  he  had  gone  to  Dunedin  in  1871,  and 
had  delivered  a  lecture  there  to  a  very  large 
audience,  and  the  Professor  who  presided  said 
he  had  never  heard  a  more  practical  scientific 
lecture  since  he  had  been  in  the  colony.  He 
had  met  ironmasters  and  steel-manufacturers, 
and  had  communicated  with  some  of  the  lead- 
ing scientific  men  in  the  Old  Country. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle-  I 
Mr,  E.  M,  Smith 


man  was  going  beyond  reasonable  bounds  in 
his  reply. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  just  wished  to  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  preceded  him.  The  honourable  member 
for  Rangitikei  tried  to  hold  these  men  up  and 
compare  them  with  him ;  and  his  comparison 
was  odious.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Peninsula  had  just  passed  to  him  a  slip  on  which 
was  written,  "  My  reply  is,  you  know  nothing 
about  it.  Your  iron  is  no  good  for  casting." 
He  said  he  believed  they  could  manufacture 
iron  in  the  colony,  and  if  he  had  works  of  his 
own,  and  the  money  himself,  he  would  ask  the 
Government  for  no  assistance.  The  thing  would 
stand  upon  its  own  legs.  The  quality  of  the 
iron  manufactured  by  his  process  was  better, 
and  it  could  be  sold  at  from  25  to  80  per  cent, 
lower  prices  than  the  iron  imported  from  the 
Old  Country.  He  had  shown  a  sample  of  the 
iron  in  the  lobbies,  and  he  was  prepared  to 
bring  down  further  exhibits,  and  show  them  to 
the  gentleman  who  was  described  as  an  iron- 
founder,  and  ask  him  if  he  would  retract  his 
statement.  The  castings  were  there  to  show 
that  the  iron  he  produced  could  be  used  for  cast- 
ing, and,  more  than  that,  the  castings  could 
be  remelted  and  turned  into  steel,  which  could 
not  be  done  with  English  iron.  An  honour- 
able gentleman  who  would  get  up  and  make 
such  statements  as  had  been  made  was  un- 
worthy of  being  called  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  especially  as  he  was  elected 
as  a  labour  member.  He  would  not  detain  the 
House  any  longer.  If  the  House  did  not  assist 
him  in  the  matter,  he  might  have  a  friend  who 
had  got  the  money  to  give  him  the  necessary 
assistance,  and  he  would  be  able  before  he 
died  to  prove  that  the  mineral  industries  of 
New  Zealand  could  be  worked  commercially 
and  profitably,  and  that  there  was  sufficient 
wealth  in  them  to  pay  ofi  the  national  debt, 
in  spite  of  those  brass-cock  filers.  If  this  was 
a  specimen  of  a  labour  member,  then  he  wished 
his  constituents  joy  with  him.  He  did  them 
credit  I  He  (Mr.  Smith)  must  say.  May  he  not 
be  returned  again ! 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  would  have  to  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  withdraw  that 
expression. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  was  sorry  to  have  to  do 
80,  but  he  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  in  accepting  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  withdrawal,  he  would  like  to 
say  that  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  House 
ought  to  be  maintained,  and  honourable  mem- 
bers must  not  indulge  in  expressions  which 
were  not  worthy  of  the  House. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  Mr.  Speaker 
whether,  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
House,  he  had  not  always  paid  due  respect 
to  every  member  of  the  House,  and  whether 
he  had  been  reprimanded  bv  the  Speaker  for 
making  any  statement  which  would  lower  the 
dignity  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  was  perfectly  willing  to  ao- 
knowledge  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
generally  used  decorous  language ;  but  it  was 
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the  Speaker's  duty,  when  he  heard  anything 
improper,  to  point  it  oat  to  the  Hoase. 
Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  promise  he  had  made  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere,  he  would  now  ms^e  a 
statement  as  to  the  order  of  business.  It 
would  be  seen  by  that  day's  Order  Paper  that 
the  Government  intended  to  go  on  with  the 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Bill,  and  they  hoped  then  to 
go  on  with  the  orders  of  the  day  following ;  and 
on  Monday  evening  he  proposed  to  take  the 
labour  legislation.  He  thought,  himself,  it 
would  perhaps  be  better  if  they  were  to  group 
their  Bills  dealing  with  specific  subjects,  and  so 
keep  members'  minds  to  the  particular  subject. 
He  would,  therefore,  on  Monday,  ask  the  House 
to  take  up  the  labour  Bills,  and  one  or  two 
other  Bills  that  required  to  be  read  a  second 
time.  On  Tuesday  evening  he  proposed  to  go 
on  with  the  taxation  proposals  which  had  been 
submitted.  He  thought  they  ought  to  decide 
definitely,  because,  in  getting  the  taxation  pro- 
posals through,  the  Qovemment  would  know 
what  the  revenue  received  would  be.  Then  he 
proposed  to  take  the  Native  legislation — that 
was,  the  legislation  dealing  with  Native  mat- 
ters already  reported  from  the  Native  Afiairs 
Committee.  There  were  one  or  two  other  Bills 
that  required  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee. 
He  would  ask,  therefore,  that  these  should  be 
read  a  second  time,  and  that  the  House  then  go 
into  Committee  on  the  other  Bills.  They  had 
then  the  Bills  dealing  with  justice — the  Magis- 
trates' Courts  Bill,  and  the  Supreme  Court 
Procedure.  He  thought  a  night  might  be  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  these  Bills.  Then, 
they  had  the  Railways  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
and  the  Land  and  Mining  Bills.  These  he 
hoped  to  get  through  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
If  fair  progress  was  made  next  week  he  hoped 
in  the  following  week  to  bring  down  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Statement.  He  hoped  to  be  able  to 
^et  through  the  rest  of  the  departmental  esti- 
mates during  the  week.  Then  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  week  he  would  bring  down  the 
Public  Works  Statement,  and  at  the  end  of 
next  week  he  would  be  able  to  say  what  Bills 
the  Gk>venmient  would  allow  to  stand  over  and 
what  they  wished  the  House  to  proceed  with 
this  session.  From  the  present  outlook  he 
hoped  that  next  week  they  would  make  more 
progress  than  they  had  been  doing.  He  did 
not  say  that  there  had  been  any  undue  delay, 
except  in  the  afternoons.  He  would  ask 
honourable  members  who  desired  to  get  the 
work  of  the  session  brought  to  a  close  to  exer- 
dse  as  much  forbearance  as  possible.  It  was 
during  the  afternoons  that  time  was  lost. 
Perhaps,  if  good  progress  were  made,  the 
Government  would  not  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  work  late. at  night.  He  hoped  at  the 
end  of  next  week  to  definitely  point  out  when 
they  might  expect  the  session  to  be  brought 
to  a  dose 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Then,  the  Public  Works 
Statement  will  come  down 


Mr.  SEDDON  hoped,  if  fair  progress  was 
made  with  this  legislation,  to  bring  down  the 
Public  Works  Statement  the  week  after  next. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  if  the  Government  had 
anything  else  to  bring  down.  Bills  were  coming 
down  every  day. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  what  they  were 
bringing  down  were  simply  Bills  dealing  with 
technical  matters,  and  not  large  questions. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  there  was  one 
Bill  they  should  have  in  dealing  with  finan- 
cial matters,  and  that  was  the  Bill  dealing 
with  the  financial  arrangements  as  to  the 
purchase  of  the  Cheviot  Estate.  They  had 
not  had  any  indication  of  these  as  yet. 

LAND  SCRIP. 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  this  House  doth 
concur  in  the  recommendations  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  re  land-scrip  transactions 
in  the  Canterbui^  District,  and  that  the  titles 
to  land  be  granted  as  recommended. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  seconded  the  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS  SALE  CONTROL 
BILL. 

IN  COHMITTBE. 

Clause  19. — Clubs  to  be  subject  to  all  pro- 
visions of  Licensing  Acts. 

Mir.  BUCKLAND  moved.  That  the  words, 
"including  the  Parliamentary  Bellamy's,"  be 
added  to  the  clause. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  30. 
Buchanan         Mackenzie,  T.    Swan 
Buick  McLean  Taipua 

Cekmcross  Meredith  Taylor 

Fish  Mitchelson        Thompson,  R. 

Fisher  Newman  Thompson,  T. 

Hall-Jones         O'Gonor  Valentine 

Hutchison,  W.  Rhodes  Wilson. 

Kelly,  W.  Sandford  Tellers, 

Lake  Saunders  Buckland 

Lawry  Smith,  W.  C.     Reeves. 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Noes,  29. 
Allen  Houston  Russell 

Bruce  Kapa  Seddon 

Cadman  Kelly,  J.  Smith,  E.  M. 

Carroll  McGowan  Tanner 

Duncan  Mills,  C.  H.       Ward 

Duthie  Moore  Willis 

Fergus  Parata  Wright. 

Eraser  Pinkerton  Tetters. 

Hall  Richardson        Blake 

Hogg  Rolleston  Shera. 

Pairs. 
For,  Against, 

Eamshaw  Mills,  J. 

Hamlin  McKenzie,  J. 

Harkness  Dawson 

Stout.  Mackintosh. 

Majority  for,  1. 
Words  inserted. 
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Mr.  SHERA  moved  to  strike  out  words  em- 
bracing the  provision  that  no  new  charter 
shall  be  issued  except  upon  recommendation  of 
a  Licensing  Committee. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause.** 


AUen 

Buchanan 

Buckland 

Gadman 

Carncross 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Eamshaw 

Fisher 

Fraser 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Hogg 

Houston 

Hutchison,  W. 

Kapa 

Blake 
Bruce 
Fish 
Kelly,  W. 


Atss,  48. 
Kelly,  J. 
Lake 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
MoGowan 
McLean 
Meredith 
Mitchelson 
Moore 
Newman 
O'Conor    . 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Beeves 
Rhodes 
Richardson 

Noes,  11. 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Russell 
Swan 
Valentine 


RoUeston 

Sandford 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  W.  0. 

Taipua 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Wilson 

Wright. 

Tellers. 
Buiok 
Mills,  G.  H. 


Willis.  . 

Tellers. 
Shera 
Thompson,  R. 


For. 
Dawson 
Mackintosh 
McKenzie,  J. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Harkness 
Stout 
Hamlin. 


Majority  for,  37. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  McLEAN  moved  to  insert  words  provid- 
ing that  no  new  charter  shall  be  issued  except 
upon  application  of  not  less  than  fifty  persons. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buick 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Hall-Jones 

Hogg 

Houston 

Hutchison,  G. 

McGowan 

Meredith 

Mills,  C.  H. 

Mitchelson 


Allen 

Blake 

Bruce 

Buohansua 

Buckland 

Carncross 

Duncan 

Fisher 

Fraser 

HaU 


Atxs,  80. 
Moore 
Newman 
O'Conor 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Reeves 
Russell 
Sandford 
Saunders 
Seddon 

Noes,  27. 
Kapa 
Kelly,  J. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lake 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackenzie,  M, 
Rhodes 
Richardson 
Rolleston 


Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  W.  C. 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

WUlis. 

Tellers. 
Duthie 
McLean. 


Shera 

Swan 

Thompson,  R. 

Valentine 

Wilson 

Wright. 

.  TeUers. 
Fish 
Lawry. 


Paibs. 


For. 
Eamshaw 
Harkness 
McKenzie,  J. 
Stout. 

Against. 
Mills,  J. 
Dawson 
Hamlin 
Maokintosh. 

Majority  for,  8. 
Words  inserted. 

The  Committtee  divided   on  the  question, 
**  That  subsection  (8)  be  retained.** 

Blake 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Carncross 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Fraser 

Hall-Jones 


Houston 
Kapa 
Kelly,  J. 
Lawry 

Allen 

Bruce 

Buckland 

Hall 

Kelly,  W. 

Lake 

Mackenzie,  M. 


Aybb,  87. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McGowan 
McLean 
Meredith 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Moore 
O'Conor 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Reeves 
Richardson 
Saunders 
Seddon 

Nobs,  18. 
Mitchelson 
Newman 
Rhodes 
Rolleston 
Sandford 
Shera 


Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  W.  C. 
Swan 
Tanner 
Taylor 

Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
WUlis. 

TeUers. 
Buick 
Fish. 

Tfiupua 

Valentine 

Wilson. 

TeUers. 
Russell 
Wright. 


Paibs. 


For. 
Eamshaw 
Harkness 
Hutchison,  W. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Stout. 


Against. 
Mills,  J. 
Dawson 
Duthie 
Hamlin 
Maokintosh. 


Majority  for,  19. 
Subsection  (8)  retained. 
The  Committee   divided  on   the   question, 
**  That  clause  19,  as  amended,  stand  purt  of  th» 
Bill." 

Atbs,  42. 

Allen  Mackenzie,  T.  Seddon 

Blake  McGowan  Smith,  E.  M. 

Buchanan         McLean  Smith,  W.  C. 

Buick  Meredith  Swan 

Cadman  Mills,  C.  H.  Tanner 

Camcross  Moore  Taylor 

Carroll  O'Conor  Thompson,  R. 

Duncan  Parata  Thompson,  T. 

Fraser  Pinkerton  Ward 

Hall  Reeves  WUlis 

Hall-Jones        Richardson  Wright. 

Rolleston  Tellers. 

Sandford  Fish 

Saunders  Lawzy. 


Houston 
Kapa 
Kelly.  J. 


Bruce 
Buckland 
Kelly,  W. 
Lake 
Mackenzie,  M. 


Nobs,  14. 
Mitchelson 
Newman 
Rhodes 
Shera 
Taipua 


Valentine 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Fergus 
Russell. 
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Paibs. 


For, 

Against 

Dawson 

Harkness 

Eamshaw 

Mills,  J. 

Hutchison,  W. 

Duthie 

Mackintosh 

Stoat 

McKenzie,  J. 

Hamlin. 

Majority  lor,  28. 

Clanse  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIS  moved  to  add  the  following 
new  clause :  "  In  carrying  out  the  determina- 
tion at  a  poll  taken  under  section  twelve  of  this 
Act  the  Oommittee  shall  give  effect  to  such  de- 
tennination  after  giving  three  years'  notice 
to  the  licensee  of  the  license  which  the  Oom- 
mittee has  decided  to  cancel." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'*That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time.'* 


AYBS,g 

Blake 

Lawiy 

Tellers. 

Brace 

Shera 

Mills,  G.  H. 

Fisher 

Thompson, 

T.    Willis. 

Kelly,  W. 

Noes,  41. 

Allen 

Mackenzie,T.     Sandford 

Boick 

McGowan 

Saunders 

OftdrnftU 

McLean 

Seddon 

Camcross 

Meredith 

Smith,  E.  M, 

Caooll 

Mitchelson 

Smith,  W.  0. 

Bamshaw 

Moore 

Swan 

Fiaser 

Kewman 

Taipua 

Hall 

O'Conor 

Tanner 

HaU-Jones 

Parata 

Taylor 

Hogg 

Pinkerton 

Thomson,  R. 

Hottston 

Beeves 

Wilson. 

Kelly,  J. 

Rhodes 

TelXers, 

Lake 

Richardson 

Buokland 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Rolleston 
Paibs. 

Valentine. 

For. 

Against. 

Buchanan 

Duncan 

Dawson 

Harkness 

Duthie 

Hutchison,  W. 

Fergus 

Ward 

Hamlin 

McKenzie,  J. 

Kelly,  W. 

Wright 

Mackintosh 

Stout 

Mills,  J. 

Eamshaw. 

Majority  against,  82. 

Kew  clause  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  the  following 
new  clause : — 

*'  Notwithstanding  anjrthing  to  the  contrary 
in  *  The  Government  Railways  Act,  1887,'  no 
license  to  sell  alcoholic  liquors  at  any  railway 
lefreshment-room  shall  he  granted  except  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  all  fees 
and  moneys  received  from  any  such  license 
ahall  be  paid  to  the  credit  of  the  local  authority 
entitled  to  receive  the  same  under  this  Act." 
.  The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Sraoe 
^Bidok 


Atxs,  21. 
Camcross 
Eamshaw 


Fisher 
Hall 


Hall-Jones        Rhodes 

Taylor 

Hogg                  Richardson 

Wright. 

KeUy,  J.            Sandford 

Tellers. 

Moore                Saunders 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Newman           Tanner 

Wilson. 

Pinkerton 

Nobs,  28. 

Allen                 McGowan 

Smith,  W.  C. 

Blake                 McLean 

Swan 

Buokland          Meredith 

Taipua 

Cadman            Mitchelson 

Thompson,  R. 

Carroll               O'Conor 

Thompson,  T. 

Fraser               Parata 

WiUis. 

Houston            Rolleston 

Lake                  Seddon 

Tellers. 

Lawzy               Shera 

Fish 

Mackenzie,  M.  Smith,  E.  M.     Mills,  G.  H. 

Patbr. 

For, 

Against. 

Duncan 

Buchanan 

Eamshaw 

Mills.  J. 

Fergus 

Ward 

Hamlin 

Mackenzie,  J. 

Harkness 

Dawson 

Hutchison,  W. 

Duthie 

KeUy,  W. 

Russell 

Stout. 

Mackintosh. 

Majority  against,  7. 

New  clause  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  the  following 
new  clause : — 

**  Every  Returning  Officer,  after  the  day  of 
polling  at  any  general  election  where  a  poll 
for  the  election  of  a  member  for  the  General 
Assembly  of  New  Zealand  has  been  had,  and 
before  sealing  up  the  certified  copies  of  rolls 
received  from  the  various  Deputies,  shall  trans- 
fer from  the  said  rolls  on  to  a  fair  copy  of  the 
electoral  roll  of  the  district  a  distinguishing 
mark  to  indicate  every  voter  who  has  voted  at 
the  said  election,  and  shall  write  the  word 
*  Candidate,'  or  'Prohibited  from  voting,'  op- 
posite the  names  of  such  persons  as  were 
candidates  or  prohibited  by  law  from  voting  at 
such  election,  and  shall  sign  the  said  roll  as 
accurate,  with  his  name  and  the  title  of  his 
office,  and  the  date  of  the  polling-day;  and 
shall  transmit  the  complete  roll  so  marked  to 
the  Registrar  of  the  custriot,  who  thereupon 
shaJl,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  erase  from 
the  roll  of  the  district  the  names  of  all  the 
voters  other  than  candidates  and  persons  pro- 
hibited from  voting  who  are  not  indicated  by 
the  roll  received  from  the  Returning  Officer  as 
having  voted  at  such  election ;  and  for  so  doing 
this  Act  shall  be  sufficient  warrant. 

"  The  said  Registrar  shall  keep,  and  produce 
to  the  Resident  Magistrate  on  any  revision  of 
the  roll,  the  marked  copy  of  the  roll  received 
from  the  Returning  Officer ;  and  the  said  roll 
shall  be  sufficient  evidence  that  any  person 
other  than  a  candidate  not  marked  thereon  cm 
having  voted  at  an  election  did  not  vote  at 
such  election." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 
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Ayes,  14. 

Bmce 

Lake 

.  Sandford 

Eamshaw 

McLean 

Wright. 

Fisher 

Moore 

Tellers. 

HftU 

Richardson 

Allen 

Hutchison,  G. 

RoUeston 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Noes,  81. 

Blake 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Buick 

Meredith 

Smith,  W.  0. 

Gadman 

Mills,  0.  H 

Swan 

CamcroBS 

Mitchelson 

Tanner 

Carroll 

Newman 

Taylor 

Praser 

Parata 

Thompson,  R. 

HsOl-Jones 

Pinkerton 

Thompson,  T. 

Hogg 

"Reeves 

Houston 

Rhodes 

Tellers. 

Kelly,  J. 

Saunders 

Buckland 

Ijawry 

Shera 

PAIB8. 

Fish. 

For, 

Against. 

Buohanan 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Hutchison,  W. 

Fergus 

Ward 

Hamlin 

McKenzie,  J. 

Harkness 

Dawson 

Mackintosh 

Stout 

Russell. 

Kelly,  W. 

Majority  against,  17. 
New  clause  negatived. 
Bill  reported. 
The  House  adjourned  at  two  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE  OP  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  28th  August,  1893. 


Third  Beading— Industrial  Oonoiliation  and  Arbi- 
tration Bill— Conepiracy  Law  Amendment  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  •  chair  at   half -past 
seven  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

THIRD  READING. 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill. 

INDUSTRUL  CONCILIATION  AND  AR- 
BITRATION BILL. 
On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  this  Bill, 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said,— Sir,  I  did  not 
take  an  opportunity  during  last  session,  nor 
at  any  former  stage  of  the  Bill  this  session,  to 
say  anything  on  this  subject.  I  desire,  now, 
to  venture  a  word  or  two  on  this  Bill,  which 
must  be  one  of  the  most  important  measures 
which  will  he  chargeahle  to  this  Parliament,  if 
it  he  passed.  I  will  not  at  present  go  into 
any  of  the  abstract  considerations  as  to  the 
bearings  of  the  Bill,  but  I  should  like  to  point 
out  how  serious  it  must  be  in  its  actuiJ  opera- 
tion. Taking  a  brief  review  of  the  machmery 
clauses  of  the  Bill,  the  result  would  seem  to 
be  this :  that  the  colony  will,  soon  after  the 
passing  of  the  measure,  be  divided  into  in- 
dustriaJ  districts,  and  Clerks  of  Awards  will  be 


appointed  to  these  districts.  And  then  Dis- 
trict Boards  are  to  be  set  up,  consisting  of  not 
more  than  six  or  less  than  four  persons,  each 
chosen  for  three  years  by  the  industrial  uniona 
of  the  employers  and  employed,  such  numbeis 
not  inclumng  the  Chairman  of  each  Board,  who 
is  to  be  elected  by  the  Board,  or,  in  default,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Governor.  It  would  ap- 
pear that,  if  no  complete  nomination  be  made, 
— as  is  not  improbable  by,  say,  the  employezs 
forming  no  industrial  union, — these  Boaras  may 
be  appointed  by  the  Governor.  Then,  there  is 
an  lUtimate  Court  of  Arbitration,  to  consist  of 
tiiree  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
one  of  whom  is  to  be  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  two  others  are  to  be  selected  by 
the  Governor — that  is,  the  Ministry  —  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  councils  of  the  in- 
dustrial unions.  This  all  means  a  new  State 
department,  and  probably  a  variety  of  new 
appointments.  Once  erected,  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  this  powerful  machinery  will  be 
left  inoperative.  Indeed,  it  would  seem  that 
this  Bill  is  anxiously  awaited  by  many  of  the 
labour  organizations  throughout  the  colony. 
So  we  may  expect,  whatever  attitude  of  quies- 
cence the  employers  may  assume,  that,  at  any 
rate,  there  will  be  active  steps  taken  to  bring 
this  Act  into  operation  on  the  part  of  the  em- 
ployed. Now  let  us  endeavour  to  foUow  out 
the  working  of  the  Act.  A  district  is  pro- 
claimed— we  will  suppose,  the  Provincial  Dis- 
trict of  Wellington— the  Board  is  set  up,  and 
also  the  Court,  and  one  of  the  labour  organ- 
izations brings  a  case  before  the  Board.  Let 
us  assume  that  it  is  a  case  by  the  Bootmakers' 
Union.  I  suggest  that  union,  because  there 
was  a  dispute  between  the  operative  bootmakers 
of  this  city  and  their  employers  not  very  long 
ago.  Weil,  the  Union  files  an  application  with 
the  Clerk,  who  sends  it  on  to  the  Board.  The 
Board  is  then  in  a  position  to  deaJ  with  it.  I 
will  suppose  that  the  employer  takes  no  steps 
in  the  matter  at  all.  Yet  his  business  is  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Board,  which  may  pro> 
oeed  to  investigate  its  inmost  ramifications. 
Although  the  powers  of  the  Board  in  the  way 
of  inspection  and  of  taking  evidence  are  as 
large  as  those  of  the  Court  of  Arbitration,  still 
its  powers  are  not  very  far-reachingw  It,  hovr- 
ever,  has  the  power  of  sending  the  case  on  to 
the  Court  of  Arbitration,  which  has  certainlv 
very  large  powers  in  every  direction.  I  wiU 
assume  that  the  employer  still  does  not  appeac. 
That,  however,  does  not  matter.  His  presenoe 
is  unnecessary,  because  the  Court  may  deal 
with  matters  ex  parte.  In  due  course  the 
Court  makes  an  award,  which  may  direot 
payment  of  costs  and  give  absolute  dureotioiis 
as  to  the  industrial  dispute.  As  to  the  former 
part,  —  that  is,  the  part  that  deals  with  the 
payment  of  money, — ^the  limit  against  an  asso- 
ciation or  a  person,  such  as  an  employer,  is 
£500,  or,  against  an  individual  on  acoount 
of  his  membership  of  a  union  or  association, 
£10.  As  to  the  part  of  the  award  direoting 
a  money  payment,  the  proceedings  would  be 
left  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  ordinary  ooozse 
of  judgments  in  the  Supreme  Court  or  BeB&- 
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dent  Magistrate's  Court.  The  other  part  of 
the  award— that  which  may  direct  what  is  to 
be  done  with  reference  to  the  industrial  dis- 
pute— the  Bill  provides  shall  be  binding  and 
may  be  enforced  for  two  years.  How  that  is 
to  be  done  it  is  impossible  to  conceive.  Sup- 
pose it  is  a  direction  following  the  applica- 
tion  of  an  industrial  union  for  an  advance  of, 
say,  5  per  cent,  upon  the  wages  paid.  How 
tibat  is  to  be  enforced  no  one,  as  far  as  I 
know,  has  been  able  yet  to  give  an^  idea. 
Section  29  provides  that,  notwithstanding  the 
reference  of  the  matter  to  a  Board  or  Oourt, 
there  shall  be  no  strike  or  lock-out  except  for 
some  good  cause  other  than  a  mere  dispute. 
How  can  it  be  or  may  it  be  supposed  that  an 
employer  is  to  submit  to  an  award,  we  will 
say,  of  5  per  cent,  advance  for  any  period  up  to 
two  years,  which  is  the  limit  of  direction  that 
the  Court  may  give?  It  is  one  of  those  un- 
explained powers  given  in  this  Bill  which  leave 
us  only  in  doubt  as  to  the  evil  that  it  may  do. 
An  employer  can  hardly  be  expected  to  sub- 
mit for  two  years,  or  any  length  of  time,  to  an 
award  which  he  may  consider  to  be  injurious 
to  the  working  of  his  business.  And  as  to  its 
effect  upon  trade  generally,  there  can  be  almost 
no  limit  to  the  consequences  which  may  ensue. 
Let  it  be  supposed  an  award  is  made  for  an 
advance  on  wages  as  against  one  firm  or  one 
employer.  Perhaps  this  firm  or  employer  is  in 
a  large  way  of  business,  with  a  large  turnover. 
It  can  hardly  be  imagined  that  a  similar  award 
would  not  be  sought  to  be  extended  to  others 
in  the  same  line  of  business — on  persons,  it 
may  be,  who,  from  lack  of  the  same  capital,  or 
from  the  want  of  the  same  energy  or  applica- 
tion in  business,  are  not  on  a  par,  in  the  mat- 
ter of  profit,  with  the  employer  selected  for 
the  claim  in  the  first  instance.  What  would 
happen  to  the  less  prosperous  employers,  in 
such  circumstances,  is  a  matter  for  speculation 
only  as  to  the  extent  of  the  ruin  that  the 
award  would  cause.  What  protection,  or, 
rather,  what  refuge  would  be  open  to  em- 
ployers who  were  subjected  to  an  adverse 
award,  whether  in  the  first  instance  or  on  ap- 
plication afterwards  in  succession,  it  would  be 
very  hard  to  imagine,  unless  it  were  that  in- 
creased protective  duties  would  be  sought  to 
be  imposed,  corresponding  to  the  advance  in 
wages,  so  as  to  enable  those  persons  to  keep 
paoe  with  the  requirements  of  the  Court ;  or 
else — what  is  not  improbable  under  the  opera- 
tion of  such  a  Bill  as  this — the  State  would  be 
expected  to  step  in  and  take  over  these  in- 
dustries and  carry  them  on  under  the  munici- 
palisation  of  industries  we  have  had  suggested 
in  some  of  the  more  extreme  councils  of  social- 
ism in  the  Old  World.  Thus  far,  I  have  con- 
sidered the  measure  as  used  by  the  employed 
against  the  employer.  On  the  other  hand,  let 
it  be  supposed  that  the  award  is  sought  not  by 
the  employed  but  by  the  employer,  who  finds 
it  impossible,  with  the  business  that  he  carries 
on,  to  pay  the  wages  that  he  has  paid  up  to  a 
certain  point,  ioid  suppose  that  the  award 
in  this  particular  case  —  for  I  presume  each 
case  will  be  judged  on  its  own  footing— is  given 


in  favour  of  the  employer  and  against  the 
employed.  The  disappointment  first,  and  the 
misery  afterwards,  m  applying  that  awajrd* 
against  the  poor  operatives  would  be  experi- 
ences more  appalling  to  contemplate  than  any 
under  the  other  aspect  of  the  dispute.  The 
whole  thing  is  so  dangerous— so  evil,  I  may  say 
— in  its  possible  consequences  that  we  appear 
as  if  standing  on  the  brink  of  an  abyss.  It  is 
now  a  question  only  of  the  depth,  and  that,  at 
present,  is  unfathoihed.  This  serious  change 
may  result  in  something  we  have  no  idea  of ;  a 
sort  of  industrial  millennium  is  hoped  for,  but 
it  mav  turn  out  very  differently.  It  is  scarcely 
probable  that  immediately,  at  any  rate,  any 
good  will  result  from  it,  especially  as  we  see 
around  us  the  expectations  of  poor  working- 
men,  who  look  for  guidance  to  others,  inflamed, 
from  reading  Bills  of  this  kind,  to  expect  some- 
thing which  cannot  be  even  approached  except 
through  the  agency  of  violent  change, — which 
cannot  be  attained  except  in  a  way  that  will 
almost  necessarily  commit  them  to  serious 
trials  ;  with  the  result,  I  very  much  fear,  of 
dissociating  more  than  before  the  interests  of 
capital  and  labour,  which  should  be  brought 
together  and  reconciled  rather  than  driven — 
as  this  Bill  will  drive  them — into  antagonistic 
camps. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.  — Early  in  the  session  I 
quoted  in  the  House  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Burt, 
a  member  of  the  Gladstone  Government,  a 
man  who  has  for  long  years  enjoyed  the  con- 
fidence of  the  labouring  -  classes  of  Great 
Britain.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  for  some  twenty  years.  At  a 
recent  meeting  at  Newcastle  he  spoke  out*  very 
emphatically  against  the  possibility  of  dealing 
with  labour  disputes  by  compulsory  arbitra- 
tion, such  as  is  proposed  under  this  Bill.  I 
will  not  quote  his  words  again,  as  they  are 
on  record;  but  one  can  only  deeply  regret 
the  perseverance  of  the  Government  with  this' 
mesksure.  It  can  have  no  other  effect  than 
to  further  restrict  enterprise  in  this  colony. 
Already  many  people  have  been  prevented  from 
investing  in  enterprises  which  depend  upon 
labour ;  and  industry  is  thereby  suffering :  and 
it  must  suffer  further  by  every  addition  to  the 
obstacles  placed  in  the  way  of  the  employment 
of  capital.  If  our  industries  are  languid,  and 
employment  is  scarce,  these  conditions  are 
largely  due  to  that  lack  of  confidence  which  is 
brought  about  by  the  proposal  of  such  mea- 
sures as  this,  and  of  other  legislation  for  which 
the  Government  is  responsible.  The  effect  of 
this  Bill  must  be  to  bring  about  further  strife 
and  trouble ;  for  when  employers  and  employed 
are  arrayed  in  two  organized  camps,  they  can- 
not remain  long  in  that  position  without  its 
leading  to  a  trial  of  strengtn.  It  means,  reaJly, 
that  we  are  to  have  in  this  country  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  disasters  passed  through  only  a  few 
years  ago.  There  is  no  wrong  at  the  present 
time  that  specially  needs  redress,  and  there  is 
no  immediate  need  for  legislation  of  this  class. 
Therefore  the  bringing  -  forward  of  legislation 
which  can  only  have  the  effect  of  setting  the 
working-classes  and  their   employers  by  the 
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ears  is  deeply  to  be  deplored.  Then,  with  all 
the  care  that  may  be  bestowed  upon  it,  even  by 
a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible that  any  satisfactory  verdict  can  be 
got  without  speoiaJ  knowledge  and  experience 
upon  the  involved  issues  in  any  manufactur- 
ing dispute  between  the  employers  and  the 
employed.  The  only  case  where  success  in  a 
partial  degree  attended  these  Courts  of  con- 
ciliation has  been  in  connection  with  the  iron 
trade  in  Staffordshire,  but  there  they  had  the 
advantage  of  experts  like  Sir  Bupert  Kettle, 
who  presided  for  a  long  period  of  years  over 
a  Board  of  this  character.  That  Court  has 
been  the  means  of  averting  strikes ;  but  there 
are  only  solitary  instances,  and  in  these  cases 
every  one  concerned  had  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  conditions  between  parties,  and 
of  the  points  involved.  If  this  Bill  jMisses, 
and  a  decision  is  come  to  by  the  Court,  it  will 
prove  to  be  utterly  futile,  since  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  enforce  it.  You  may  get  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  to  act,  and  possibly  to 
make  an  award;  but  when  you  come  to  en- 
force the  decision,  what  can  you  do  ?  If  it  be 
adverse  to  the  men  they  will  throw  up  their 
employment.  Can  you  force  them  to  go  back 
to  that  employment?  Are  men  slaves,  to  be 
driven  back  to  work  against  their  will?  And 
can  employers  be  forced  to  keep  on  their  works 
if  it  is  against  their  interest  and  unprofitable 
to  do  so  ?  I  say  that,  despite  all  law,  they  will 
resist  the  decision  by  closing  their  works.  It 
is  a  pity  to  bring  such  a  state  of  things  about ; 
yet  I  feel  sure  that  the  outcome  of  this  Act 
will  be  to  bring  about  just  such  results  as  I 
indicate.  It  is,  perhaps,  useless  to  go  into  the 
arguments  as  affecting  these  clauses  of  the  Bill. 
They  have  been  brought  before  the  House  be- 
fore, and  the  Bill  has  passed  the  House,  and, 
I  suppose,  will  do  so  again.  One  can  only 
briefly  record  his  protest,  point  to  the  evil  re- 
sults that  must  ensue,  and  deplore  the  injury 
that  is  already  done  to  the  industries  of  the 
colony  by  the  fact  of  such  measures  being 
contemplated.  I  do  not  feel  called  upon  to 
make  any  further  effort  to  stay  the  passage  of 
the  measure,  and  the  Bill  may  as  well  pass 
through  Committee  in  all  its  severity.  We  on 
this  side  of  the  House  are  helpless  to  stop  the 
Ministry  in  their  destructive  course,  but,  having 
warned  them,  one  has  done  his  duty  to  those 
whom  he  represents. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  do  not  propose,  any 
more  than  the  last  speaker,  to  enter  upon  a 
lengthy  discussion  of  the  Bill.  I  view  the  Bill 
with  great  apprehension.  I  think  it  is  a  mis- 
chievous thing,  when  looked  at  in  the  interests 
both  of  the  employers  and  of  the  employed. 
I  think  it  will  throw  back  the  industries  of 
the  country,  and  will  prejudice  the  interests  of 
those  employed  in  these  industries,  more  than 
any  labour  Bill  which  has  yet  been  before  the 
House.  Other  labour  Bills  carried  with  them 
their  own  remedy,  so  far  as  they  failed  of 
their  object;  but  this  Bill  is,  I  think,  a  very 
mischievous  one  in  principle.  It  is  not  merely 
a  matter  of  detail;  it  is  a  matter  of  prin- 
ciple. Its  effect  will  be  to  bring  unions  into 
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a  position  which  I  think  will  be  injurious  to 
their  interests,  and  I,  for  one,  do  not  desire 
to  see  their  interests  prejudiced.  I  desire  to 
see  them  remain,  and  I  think,  for  the  purposes 
of  conciliation,  they  should  remain,  trade- 
unions,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  have  these 
unions  appointed  as  District  Boards  for  the 
purpose  of  dealing  generally  with  the  ques- 
tion of  labour  versus  capital,  for  in  doing  that 
we  shall  be  perpetuating  strife  between  labour 
and  capital.  I  think  it  is  a  sad  thing  that 
we  should  see  that  brought  about,  on  the  invi- 
tation of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  to  pass  this 
Bill  as  an  experiment.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  told  us  that  the  Bill  is  purely  experi- 
mental. But  it  will  be  years  before  the  colony 
will  recover  from  the  consequences  entailed 
upon  it  by  the  deviser  of  this  experiment  for 
dealing  with  questions  in  dispute  between  capi- 
tal and  labour.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  one  word 
except  words  of  conciliation  in  respect  of  the 
Bill;  but  I  appeal  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, at  the  present  time,  not  to  let  it  be  said 
that  one  of  his  first  efforts  in  connection  with 
the  difficulties  between  labour  and  capital  had 
the  effect  of  perpetuating  strife  and  doing  irre- 
parable mischief,  as  he  assuredly  will  be  doing 
if  this  Bill  passes  in  its  present  form.  I  do 
not  propose  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  Bill, 
more  than  to  say  that  it  contains  many  fea- 
tures objectionable  to  me,  and  that  the  effect 
of  forcing  men  into  these  unions  will  be  to 
mix  these  unions  up  with  political  affairs. 
The  advanced  thought  at  Home  of  those  most 
interested  in  the  cause  of  labour  and  of  the  in- 
dustrial classes — the  advanced  thought  of  these 
men,  I  say,  is  distinctly  against  such  a  project 
as  this.  These  unions  have  worked  out  their 
own  destinies;  they  have  done  great  service 
in  the  cause  of  the  labouring-man ;  they  have 
gained  great  advantages  for  labour,  and  have 
attained  to  a  proper  organization  of  that  laboor 
in  relation  to  capital.  But  I  think  it  will  be  an 
evil  day  for  them  when  they  are  brought  by 
such  a  Bill  as  thi£  into  the  political  arena.  It 
will  prove  to  be  the  death-knell  of  unionism 
and  of  the  proper  representation  of  the  indus- 
trial classes  in  the  struggle  that  ever  will  exist 
between  them  and  capital.  There  is  one  parti- 
cular feature  of  this  Bill  against  which  I  enter 
my  protest  most  emphatically,  and  that  is  the 
introduction  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
into  these  matters.  We  have  haid  no  reason 
shown  us  whatever  for  that  innovation  in  this 
Bill.  Last  year  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  Bill — intro- 
duced, not  by  the  Minister,  but  introduced,  I 
think,  in  the  Labour  Bills  Committee ;  and  we 
had  before  us  then  an  emphatic  protest,  on  the 
part  of  those  best  quali6ed  to  judge, — that  is 
to  say,  by  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Coort 
themselves, — against  such  a  proposal.  We  have 
nothing  now  before  us  to  show  that  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  nas 
been  altered  in  that  respect.  If  you  wish  to 
get  the  advantage  of  the  position  and  status  of 
a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  arbitra- 
tion of  quarrels  such  as  these — quarrels  that, 
I  may  say,  will  ultimately  come  again  to  the 
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Sapieme  Court  in  one  form  or  another^why 
oannot  yon  giye  a  man  the  status  of  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  for  this  purpose,  without 
giving  him  the  name  of  one  ?  You  are  mixing 
up  different  tribunals,  and  doing  a  great  wrong 
thereby  to  the  Supreme  Court  —  a  tribunal 
whioh  the  people  of  the  oolony  look  to  to  keep 
free  from  the  turmoil  of  politics,  and  from 
the  ordinary  strife  that  pervades  suoh  contests 
as  those  between  labour  and  capital.  I  ask 
this  House,  as  I  asked  it  last  year,  what  do 
you  mean  by  giving  the  status  of  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  men  who  shall  preside 
over  these  Courts,  and  by  bringing  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  into  these  matters  ?  The 
status  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  the 
status  of  a  man  who  holds  office  during  good 
behaviour.  He  is  independent  in  point  of 
salary,  and  he  has  a  character  that  will  com- 
mend itself  as  good  in  the  particular  position 
in  which  he  is  placed.  If,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  measure  before  us,  you  will  give  a 
man  stability  of  employment,  and  put  him 
in  a  j^osition  where  tiie  faithful  discharge  of 
duty  IS  the  only  measure  of  the  tenure  of 
his  office,  you  have  got  all  that  is  required. 
But  let  us  hesitate  before  we  bring  the  Su- 
preme Court  into  an  arena  which  does  not 
belong  to  it.  I  object  to  the  Railway  De- 
partment being  brought  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill.  I  am  not  going,  Sir,  into  the 
azguments  for  and  against  this  Bill ;  they  will 
be  gone  into  in  Committee ;  but  I  do  appeal 
to  tne  Minister,  at  the  last  moment,  not  to  do 
what  he  appears  determined  to  do^that  is  to 
say,  not  to  force  on  the  country  Bills  the  out- 
come of  which  will  be,  I  believe,  disastrous  to 
the  country. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND.—I  should  just  like  to  say 
one  or  two  words  on  this  Bill.  I  may  be  said 
to  know  nothing  about  the  measure.  I  am 
only  one  unfortunate  man  bom  in  this  colony 
and  mixed  up  with  labour.  I  look  at  the 
ability  of  the  Minister  of  Labour  and  his  great 
knowledge  of  all  these  matters,  and,  when  I 
consider  the  way  in  which  he  is  backed  up  by 
the  four  labour  members  of  this  House  and 
the  four  labour  members  in  the  other  House, 
it  seems  to  me  that  he  has  only  one  wish, 
and  that  is  to  please  these  eight  honourable 
gentlemen,  and  that  these  honourable  gentle- 
men consider  that  the  whole  good  of  the  colony 
must  give  way  to  him.  I  ask  him  to  be  merci- 
ful. I  hope  that,  when,  by-and-by,  the  execra* 
tion  of  the  workers  comes  down  upon  the  heads 
of  the  people  who  have  brought  this  Bill  in, 
this  honourable  gentleman  and  the  labour 
xnembers  will  receive  their  fair  share  of  it.  I 
feel  sure  that  that  execration  will  fall.  They 
are  trying  to  set  up  some  strange  god — some 
idol — thac  we  are  to  be  called  upon  to  fall  down 
and  worship.  Like  Paul  at  Athens,  we  are  to 
see  the  people  worshipping  an  unknown  god 
that  the  nonourable  gentleman  is  setting  over 
our  heads.  The  whole  of  the  labour  legisla- 
tion is  in  that  direction,  and  it  is  doing  one 
of  the  most  foolish  things  that  have  ever  been 
done  in  this  country — setting  capital  against 
labour,  and  stirring  up  strife  between  them.    I 


am  not  going  to  open  my  mouth  in  Committee 
against  one  of  these  Bills.  Probably  I  may 
vote,  if  any  division  is  called  for.  I  am  going 
to  nut  the  whole  of  the  trouble  and  abuse  that 
wilJ  be  the  outcome  of  these  measures  on  the 
shoulders  of  those  who  should  bear  it,  and 
they  are  the  honourable  members  who,  in  their 
madness  and  folly,  are  doing  their  best  to 
bring  on  this  colony  the  wild  scare  that  proved 
so  disastrous  in  Qreat  Britain  a  few  years  ago ; 
and  I  say  that  that  is  sure  to  be  the  result  if 
they  are  foolish  enough  to  persevere  in  the 
course  which  they  have  entered  upon. 

Mr.  BLAKE. — I  do  not  intend  to  say  much 
about  these  Bills.  The  honourable  member 
who  last  spoke  said  of  this  Bill  that  it  was  an 
unknown  god.  I  say  it  is  not  an  unknown  god, 
if  it  is  a  god  at  all.  We  do  know  it,  because 
it  is  in  our  midst.  The  necessity  for  such  a 
Bill  is  rather  apparent  to  most  people.  The 
question  is,  What  is  required  ?  That  seems  to 
me  to  be  the  only  question  we  have  got  to  con- 
sider. I  do  not  think  it  is  exactly  right  to 
have  honourable  members  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House  rising  to  say  that  they  will  take 
no  part  in  dealing  with  such  legislation  as  this 
Bill  proposes.  If  in  any  respect  the  Bill  is  not 
right  it  is  their  place  to  make  it  as  good  as 
they  can.  It  is  a  Bill  that  is  not  easily  made 
to  suit  all.  I  think,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  taken  it  in  hand  can  succeed  in 
making  a  good  Bill,  to  suit  all  the  necessities  of 
the  case,  he  will  have  done  a  wonderful  work. 
I  really  do  not  think  he  is  able  to  do  it,  nor 
any  other  man  in  the  country.  I  am  not  de- 
preciating the  honourable  gentleman's  ability 
when  I  say  that  I  do  not  believe  he  is  able  to 
do  so,  because  there  is  probably  not  a  man  in 
the  country  who  would  be  able  to  do  it.  We 
all  know  very  well  that  it  is  a  very  hard  thing 
for  any  man,  no  matter  who  he  is,  to  work  a 
factory  of  people  and  to  work  it  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  himself,  of  the  master,  and  of  the  men, 
no  matter  how  unlimited  his  powers  might  be. 
That  is  only  one  fact.  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  this  Bill  has,  so  far  as 
I  can  understand,  taken  in  hand  the  work  in 
the  interests  of  the  whole  industrial  class  of 
New  Zealand ;  and,  however  clever  he  may  be, 
however  far-sighted  he  may  be,  I  very  much 
question  if,  in  the  first  attempt  at  any  rate,  he 
will  succeed :  if  he  does,  the  more  honour  to 
him.  We  do  not  expect  prudence  nor  the  best 
ideas  from  the  masses  as  a  whole.  We  know 
very  well  that  when  they  meet  they  get  rather 
excited,  and  we  know  they  then  propose  things 
not  suited  to  both  sides  of  the  case — that  is,  to 
employers  and  employed.  Numbers  very  often 
excite  themselves,  and  they  carry  resolutions 
that  force  the  people  who  take  their  part  to  do 
things  in  the  hurry  of  the  moment  that  may 
not  turn  out,  in  the  end,  to  be  as  profitable  as 
may  have  been  expected.  We  know  very  well 
that  commerce  excites  to  a  certain  extent  the 
unity  of  a  nation,  but  it  divides  the  individuals, 
because,  no  matter  what  the  employer  may 
think,  and  no  matter  how  he  may  work  for  the 
good  of  the  trade,  to  carry  his  opinions,  to  make 
his  goods  as  cheap  as  he  can,  we  all  know  very 
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well,  in  these  latter  days,  the  indastrial  classes 
hold  that  the  more  a&  employer  makes  the  more 
they  must  get.  The  master  has  kept  himself 
aloof  from  the  workman  for  years,  and  the  state 
of  unionism  now  is  such  that  the  more  the 
unions  increase  the  more  the  master  is  sepa- 
rated from  his  men ;  therefore  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  men,  from  their  point  of  view,  are 
very  often  quite  different  from  those  of  the  em- 
ployer. It  was  quite  difierent  years  ago,  when 
a  workman  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  trade 
he  worked  at.  Then  the  man  would  fight  for 
his  master's  interest,  and  the  master  and  his 
men  held  union  together,  and  would  fight  for 
their  own  interests  in  spite  of  all  the  world, 
because  each  one  was  interested  as  well  as  the 
other.  But  of  late  years  it  is  quite  different. 
The  Government  may  protect  individual  rights ; 
I  suppose  it  can.  Up  till  lately.  Governments 
have  not  interfered  between  employers  and 
employed  in  this  country,  and  it  seems  to  me 
very  doubtful  how  they  will  succeed  when  they 
do  interfere. 

Mr.  REEVES.— They  have  never  done  any- 
thing else. 

Mr.  BLAKE. — I  do  not  believe  in  follow- 
ing old  countries,  because  we  live  in  a  young 
country,  and  are  in  a  different  situation.  We 
are  here  amongst  ourselves  to  fight  between 
ourselves,  and  not  much  for  export ;  whereas  in 
Older  countries  they  fight  all  these  matters  in 
the  interest  of  export,  because  they  cannot 
nearly  consume  all  they  make  amongst  them- 
selves. Here,  owing  to  high  wages  and  various 
other  things,  we  cannot  make  cheaply  enough 
for  export,  therefore  we  have  only  to  make 
for  sale  amongst  ourselves ;  and  I  think  it  is  a 
great  pity  that  masters  and  men,  in  such  a 
country,  cannot  manage  to  agree  among  them- 
selves, without  the  Government  interfering. 
However,  I  feel,  if  it  is  a  necessity — I  do  not 
argue  that  it  is  a  necessity ;  I  do  not  regard 
a  Conciliation  Bill  as  really  necessary — but,  if 
it  is,  we  must  have  some  machinery  to  put  it 
in  force  after  it  is  made  ;  otherwise  it  would  be 
quite  as  useless  as  if  we  had  not  passed  it.  I 
ajn  not  here  as  an  opponent  of  the  Bill.  I 
acknowledge  that  I  do  not  understand  the 
working  of  factory-hands.  I  am  getting  old, 
and  have  been  mixed  up  with  working-men  for 
some  fifty  years  :  it  is,  I  think,  fifty  years  since 
I  was  timekeeper  in  the  Old  Country,  and  I 
have  been  mixed  up  with  working-men  ever 
since ;  and  I  do  feel  sure  that  no  Bill  that 
any  Government  could  draft  would  ever  have 
managed  the  men  I  have  worked  with,  or  had 
working  under  me — because  if  men  are  good 
men  they  will  do  what  they  are  wanted  to  do 
without  any  Bill,  and  if  they  are  bad  men  their 
master  does  not  want  them,  and  no  Bill  will 
make  them  good  men.  The  great  trouble  in 
all  Bills  of  this  sort  is,  that  you  make  the 
bad  men  equal  to  the  good,  and  therefore 
everything  in  the  end  will  fail ;  you  bring  the 
good  men  down  to  the  level  of  the  bad,  instead 
of  bringing  the  bad  up  to  the  level  of  the  good. 
I  can  recollect,  as  long  ago  as  1846,  when  I 
was  in  a  large  shop  at  Southampton,  we  were 
then  in  the  trouble  that  every  week,  or  nearly 
Mr,  Blake 


every  day,  people  were  travelling  to  get  work, 
and  every  one  employed  had  to  dub  up  2d.  or 
6d.,  according  to  his  status  in  the  factory, 
for  those  who  were  travelling  looking  for  work 
and  hoping  not  to  find  it.  The  great  trouble 
now  is  the  people  who  will  not  work.  I 
think  it  was  Burns  who  said  the  worst  thing 
he  ever  saw  in  the  world  was  a  man  looking 
for  work.  But  I  think  it  is  a  worse  thing  to 
see  a  man  who  does  not  want  to  find  work. 
That  is  the  trouble ;  and  all  the  Bills  you  ever 
make  will  never  make  these  men  find  work, 
because  when  they  found  it  they  would  not  do 
it.  Now,  the  clauses  of  this  Bill,  it  seems  to 
me,  in  many  cases  would  not  be  considered 
good  by  the  employers.  They  may  be  so  con- 
sidered by  some  workmen,  but  not  by  all.  The 
really  good  workmen  will  not  want  them  at  edl, 
and  as  to  the  really  bad  workmen  you  will  not 
make  clauses  to  suit  them.  I  shall  not  oppose 
the  Bill,  because  I  do  not  think  I  am  able  to 
give  an  opinion  good  enough  to  oppose  what 
may  be  a  good  Bill  for  all  I  know ;  but  I  do 
know  that  the  difference  is  whether  the  men 
are  working  against  the  masters  or  whether 
they  are  working  with  them:  all  depends  on 
this.  If  you  take  it  in  a  military  sense,  every 
man  serving  under  his  officer  knows  that  he 
must  do  what  his  officer  tells  him,  for  his  own 
good ;  but  it  is  quite  different  when  you  come 
to  the  industrial  classes :  there  the  more  the 
master  makes  the  more  the  man  wants  to  be 
considered.  The  question  is,  how  much  he  is 
to  be  considered ;  and  until  that  is  defined  I 
very  much  question  if  you  will  make  a  Bill 
to  suit  the  case.  There  are  many  clauses 
in  the  Bill  which,  if  I  felt  inclined,  I  could 
criticize,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  do  so.  We  well 
know  that  many  men  have  tried  to  take  up 
these  measures.  I  think  it  was  Carlyle  who 
said  it  was  no  longer  "  arms  and  the  man  "  but 
tools  and  the  man.  I  do  not  think  either  of 
these  is  right.  My  opinion  is  that  it  is  tools 
and  not  the  man,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
the  man  puts  the  coals  into  the  engjine  and 
the  engine  works  the  tools.  A  great  difference 
is  created  by  the  invention  of  machinery,  and 
what  you  ao  to-da^  will  not  suit  to-morrow, 
and  no  man  can  bring  in  a  Bill  this  year  that 
will  suit  what  will  be  required  next  year,  and, 
these  Bills  once  begun,  the  necessity  for  them 
will  never  end.  I  shall  not  oppose  the  Bill,  as 
it  may  be  a  good  one,  but  I  very  much  doubt  if 
it  will  be  found  so. 

Mr.  FISH.— There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
policy  contained  in  this  Bill  has  been  before 
the  country  now  for  some  time ;  and  I  think 
it  must  generally  be  admitted  that  at  first,  at 
any  rate,  when  the  question  was  brought  before 
Parliament  by  the  present  Government,  there 
was  apparently  a  somewhat  strong  demand 
that  legislation  of  a  character  similar  to  this 
should  be  carried.  However,  I  am  free  to  con- 
fess, and  I  think  it  is  a  remark  that  must  have 
been  made  by  a  large  number  of  observing 
people,  that  there  has  been  gradually  rising  in 
the  minds  of  the  public  generally — and  when 
I  say  the  public  I  include  the  working-classes 
—  a  feeling  that  we  are  getting  somewhat  too 
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mooh  of  this  kind  of  legislation.  It  is  one  of 
those  things  which  are  tekken  up  in  a  spasmodic 
way  as  the  result  of  something  of  an  abnormal 
nature  which  has  occurred ;  and  generally  the 
result  of  this  kind  of  thiog  is  that  our  rulers 
have  been  urged  on  to  legislation  which 
reason  and  after-reflection  have  told  a  great 
number  of  people  is  mistaken  and  improper 
legislation.  I  am,  like  the  last  speaker,  not 
going  to  oppose  the  Bill.  At  the  same  time,  I 
nave  grave  misgivings  as  to  whether  it  will 
effect  the  object  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
in  view.  The  honourable  gentleman  himself 
has  called  it  more  in  the  nature  of  an  experi- 
ment than  anything  else.  Well,  the  question 
we  have  to  consider  is,  whether  it  is  wise  to 
legislate  experimentally ;  whether  we  ought 
not  to  get  beyond  the  region  of  experiment 
before  we  are  asked  to  enact  a  law  which 
makes  a  certain  thing  compulsory  upon  the 
oountry  as  a  whole.  I  nave  considerable 
doubts  whether  this  Bill  will  effect  the  object 
tiie  mover  of  it  has  in  view.  At  the  same  time, 
it  may  have  some  good  effect  in  preventing 
strikes,  and  if  we  can  be  only  assured  that  the 
result  of  the  operation  of  this  Bill  will  be  that 
strikes  will  be  prevented  in  future,  then  there 
can  be  little  doubt  all  classes  of  the  com- 
2hunity  will  hail  it  with  delight,  because  we 
must  all  admit  that  strikes  of  any  magni- 
tude cause  evils  which  one  cannot  at  the  time 
foresee,  but  which  we  know  are  very  shocking, 
more  particularly  to  the  workers  themselves. 
In  fact,  it  may  be  said,  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  in  nine  strikes  out  of  ten,  although 
the  capitalists  are  great  losers,  the  workmen  in 
the  end  get  the  worst  of  the  affair.  Sir,  it  has 
been  said,  I  think,  by  the  leader  of  the 
(^position  that  he  has  some  objection  to  a 
Supreme  Court  Judge  being  brought  into  con- 
nection with  this  Bill.  Now,  if  it  is  to  become 
law,  I  differ  with  him  in  that  view.  If  we  are 
to  have  a  Judge  at  all  to  decide  in  industrial 
disputes  we  should  have  one  of  the  highest 
Judges  in  the  land  to  take  that  position.  Then, 
there  is  another  question  that  has  been  raised 
with  regard  to  this  Bill,  and  that  is  the  com- 
pulsory clauses  of  it.  I  must  confess  that  I 
iail  to  see  what  would  be  the  good  of  the  con- 
ciliation clauses  in  the  Bill  unless  it  also  pro- 
vided for  compulsory  arbitration.  If  we  will 
not  have  that,  I  think  it  must  be  admitted 
there  is  no  necessity  for  the  Bill  at  all,  because 
any  persons  in  a  dispute  can  enter  into  a  con- 
ciliatory argument  about  the  affair  without 
the  necessity  for  any  legislation  at  all.  At  any 
rate,  the  result  of  any  Court  of  Conciliation 
without  compulsory  arbitration  would,  I  think, 
be  somewhat  of  a  sham.  There  is  another  part 
of  the  Bill  to  which  I  give  my  strong  and  un- 
hesitating opposition,  and  it  is  that  portion  of 
it  that  seeks  to  bring  railway  employes  under 
the  operation  of  the  Bill.  I  do  not  care  what 
any  person  says  to  the  contrary,  but  I  hold  that 
the  railway  employes  in  this  colony  are  entirely 
different  from  the  workers  of  the  country,  and 
that  they  should  not  have  facilities  offered 
them  to  make  complaints,  and  take  them  out- 
ride the  range  of  the  official  managers  of  the  de- 

YOL.  LXXZI.-fli. 


partment,  these  being  in  the  present  case  the 
Railway  Conunissioners,  or,  supposing  they  were 
abolished,  the  Government.  They  occupy,  to 
my  mind,  in  the  army  of  workers  something  of 
the  same  position  as  soldiers  do  in  an  army  as 
in  contrast  with  other  portions  of  the  com* 
munit^ — the  civilians ;  and  I  think  what  might 
be  quite  good  or  what  might  be  proper  with 
regsG^d  to  the  workers — the  private  workers,  so 
to  speak  —  will  not  hold  good  with  regard  to 
these  railway  men.  I  feel  assured  in  my  own 
mind  that  the  inclusion  of  the  railway  men  in 
this  Bill  is  in  the  first  place  quite  unnecessary, 
and,  secondly,  I  strongly  believe  it  is  only  urged 
by  certain  persons  who  advocate  it  in  order  to 
gain  a  little  cheap  claptrap  popularity  by  so 
urging  it.  I  think  this,  and  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  express  it:  that  there  is  a  strong  feeling 
coming  over  the  working-men  in  this  country 
that  they  are  being  meddled  with  too  much, 
and  that  they  would  be  glad  to  be  left  alone. 
Things  are  not  now  as  they  were  three  years 
ago,  and  I,  individually,  am  very  thankful  for 
it ;  and  I  believe  the  great  mass  of  the  workers, 
whilst  they  hail  with  satisfaction  any  legisla- 
tion which  will  improve  their  social  position — 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  things  for  them 
— do  not  want  to  be  patted  upon  the  back 
by  the  Minister  of  Labour,  or  by  any  other 
Minister.  Give  them  certain  particular  im- 
provements upon  the  conditions  that  existed 
before,  and  they  are  satisfied;  and  they  are 
beginning,  I  feel  assured,  to  see  that  all  this 
so-called  labour  legislation  is  merely  used  as  a 
means  of  assisting  certain  people  into  a  posi- 
tion in  politics  which  otherwise  they  would 
never  achieve,  and  that  they  are  being  made 
use  of  for  that  purpose  more  than  for  their 
real  and  solid  benefit.  It  is  my  opinion — and 
I  may  have  erred  in  forming  that  opinion,  but  I 
do  not  think  I  have— that  what  I  have  said  will 
prove  to  be  a  fact.  I  have  said  that  I  am  not 
prepared  to  go  to  the  length  of  opposing  this 
Bill.  It  may  do  good;  I  am  very  fearful — ^I 
am  very  doubtful  of  it  myself.  At  the  same 
time,  I  should  not  like  to  have  it  said  of 
myself  that  I  was  one  who  prevented  the  Bill 
having  a  chance  or  a  trial.  If  it  does  not  suc- 
ceed in  doing  what  is  expected  of  it,  then  it  will 
be  very  easy,  I  presume,  to  have  the  Bill  re- 
pealed. The  Minister  himself  does  not  go  the 
length  of  saying  it  may  achieve  even  the  object 
he  desires,  but  simply  says  he  believes  that 
something  is  wanted,  and  that  this  may  be  a 
palliative  —  that  it  may  be  what  the  people 
wish ;  and  he  says,  I  think  we  may  fairly  say, 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  that  this  is  the  best  means 
of  effecting  this  object,  and  it  should  have  a  trial. 
I  do  not  think  the  Minister  himself  goes  very 
much  further  than  that.  Speaking  generally, 
I  would  strongly  counsel  the  Government — if 
they  wish  to  retain  the  confidence  of  the  coun- 
try— to  lessen  the  number  of  their  labour  Bills, 
to  lessen  interference  with  the  liberty  of  the 
subject.  If  they  want  to  support  the  working- 
classes,  I  beg  to  assure  them  the  best  way  to 
do  so  will  be  to  drop  this  eternal  interference 
with  the  liberty  of  the  subject.  I  should  like 
to  say,  before  I  sit  down,  that  I  protest  very 
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strongly  against  the  manner  in  which  the 
Government  place  their  business  on  the  Order 
Paper.  No  person  to-day,  Sir,  looking  at  the 
Order  Paper,  woald  have  any  idea  that  the 
legislation  the  House  has  got  to  deal  with  to- 
night would  in  all  probability  have  been  brought 
on  to-night.  I  believe  the  Alcoholic  Liquors 
SaJe  Control  Bill  cannot  be  gone  on  with  for 
reasons  outside  the  control  of  the  Government ; 
but,  apart  from  that,  we  ought  to  have  some  in- 
dication, especially  at  this  period  of  the  session, 
as  to  what  Bills  are  going  to  be  considered  on  a 
certain  night.  I  myself  desired  to  make  very 
lengthy  remarks  upon  another  Bill  which  will 
come  on  shortly,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
prepare  myself  because  I  have  been  preparing 
myself  for  other  Bills  which  I  thougnt  would 
come  on ;  and  I  think  the  Government,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  ought  to  try  to  give 
honourable  members  upon  their  proof  copy  of 
the  Order  Paper  a  general  indication  of  the 
business  something  more  like  what  they  mean 
to  go  on  with  than  they  do. 
.  Mr.  TAYLOR.— Sir,  I  entirely  disagree  with 
the  remarks  made  by  some  of  the  previous 
speakers,  because  I  am  quite  satisfied  of  this : 
It  is  very  possible,  to  my  mind,  that  the  con- 
ciliation part  of  the  Bill  will  practically  settle 
disputes  between  workmen  and  employers ;  but 
I  say,  if  they  cannot  agree,  then  you  must 
have  compulsory  arbitration.  What  is  the  use 
of  arbitration  unless  they  decide  either  one  way 
or  the  other  ?  If  you  bring  the  workmen  and 
■their  so-callod  masters  together  it  is  very  pos- 
sible they  may  agree,  and  I  believe  they  will,  as 
a  rule ;  but,  supposing  they  cannot  agree,  what 
is  the  use  of  talking  aboat  arbitration  if  you 
cannot  enforce  it?  To  my  mind  that  would 
be  a  pure  sham,  and  I  must  congratulate  the 
Minister  of  Labour  on  bringing  in  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  which  I  am  sure  will  meet  the  views  of 
the  great  bulk  of  working-men  in  this  colony. 
However,  I  am  not  going  to  say  any  more,  and 
I  should  not  have  said  what  I  have  but  for 
the  contention  from  the  other  side,  against 
which  I  protest,  that  compulsory  arbitration 
should  not  be  enforced.  As  one  who  has  had 
to  do  with  working-men,  I  say  that  if  you  call 
them  together  in  a  conciliatory  manner,  as  a 
rule,  they  agree ;  but  if  they  cannot  agree,  then, 
I  say,  it  is  time  the  Arbitration  Court  stepped 
•  in  and  enforced  the  decision  either  one  way  or 
the  other. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Sir,  I  did  not  intend  to 
say  anything  on  this  Bill  to-night,  because  all 
<that  had  to  be  said  was  said  last  year,  and  it  is 
■  only  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
•Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish)  that  brought  me  to  my 
feet.    He  said  that  when  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  in  there  was  a  desire  for  this  mea- 
sure, and  that  there  is  now  a  growing  feeling 
among  the  working-men  against  this  Bill.    I 
.question  whether  that  honourable  gentleman 
is  in  as  fit  a  position  to  judge  whether  this 
measure  is  really  demanded  by  the  working- 
men  as  those   members  of    the   House  who 
are  termed  *MabouT  members."     We  are  in 
close  continuous  touch  with  the  labour  organ- 
izations of  this  country,  aad  I  say  without 
Mr.  Fish 


hesitation  that  there  is  a  more  determined 
demand  upon  the  part  of  the  labour  organisa- 
tions in  New  Zealand  for  this  measure  than 
there  was  when  this  Government  came  into 
power.     The  honourable  gentleman  now  op- 
poses the  Railway  Department  being  brought 
under  this  Bill.     He  says  the  railway  men  are 
being  led  by  those  who  want  to  make  politioal 
capital  out  of  them.   Now,  I  should  like  to  aak, 
who,  three  years  ago,  tried  to  make  political 
capital  out  of  the  railway  men  at  the  Hill- 
side Workshops  ?    Is  it  not  in  the  memory  of 
the  people  of  Dunedin  that  that  honourable 
gentleman  led   the  workmen   from  the  Hill- 
side Workshops  to  the   Caledonian   Grounds, 
and  there  harangued  them,  and  talked  about 
**  the  wicked  three  "  ?    Words  could  hardly  be 
found  strong  enough  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  which  to  hurl  defiance  and  express 
his  rage  at  these  men,  whose  support  he  now 
craves.    Circumstances  alter  cases,  and  that  is 
all  I  have  to  say  with  regard  to  the  honourable 
gentleman.    But  he  mcbde  a  statement  which 
was  perfectly  correct.    He  said  that  the  rail- 
way men  are  in  the  same  position  as  those 
who   are    under  military    service.     Unfortu- 
nately that   is   only  too  true.     The  railway 
employes  of  this  cotmtry  are   as  much,  and 
more,  under  the  military  rule  of  these  three 
men,  and  more    especially  of  their  subordi- 
nate officers,  than  what  men  in  the  Imperial 
military  service  are  under  their  officers.     So 
much  for  that.  Sir.     The  remarks  made  by 
the    honourable   member    for   Avon   were,    I 
think,  very  pertinent'  to   the  question.     He 
made  one  remark  that  the  State  has  not  in- 
terfered hitherto  between  employers  and  em- 
ployes.    As  far  as  compulsory  arbitration  is 
concerned,  it  has  not  done  so,  but  for  years 
past  it  has  in  one  avenue  or  another  been 
legislating  and  interfering  in  the  question  of 
labour  and  capital,  and  it  is  only  a  question  as 
to  how  far  the  State  should  go.     Now,  the 
honourable  member  for  HalsweU  objected  to  a 
Supreme  Court  Judge  being  the  head  of  the 
Arbitration  Court.   Well,  I  have  always  thought 
very  strongly  that  a  Judge   of  the   Supreme 
Court   should  be   the  head  of   the  tribunal, 
and  for  this  simple  reason:  that  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,   and  in   small  issues,    a 
District  Court  Judge,  or  even  any  prominent 
person  in  New  Zealand,  would  have  sufficient 
status  to  carry  his  decision,  but,  if  we  come  to 
a  large  issue — ^an  issue  similar  in  importance 
to  what  the  late  maritime  strike  was  —  then 
it  is  only  by  having  a  person  in  this  country 
of  the  highest  status,  and  entirely  removed  from 
the  appearance  of  being  inflaenced,  and  whose 
judgment  will  be  upheld  by  the  public  men 
of  New  Zealand,  that,  whatever  decision  is  given 
by  a  Court,  it  will  be  accepted  as  final  by  the 
country.    The  honourable  gentleman  also  ob- 
jected because  he  said  we  force  the  workmen 
into  unions;  and  I  say  it  is  to  the  very  best 
interests  of  capitalists  in  this  country,  or  any 
other  country,  that  the  flotsam  and  ]etsam  of 
labour  ranks  should  be  forced  into  unions.     I 
venture  to  say  that  more  strife  has  been  oc- 
casioned  between    employers    and   employte 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1698.]      Industrial  Oondliation      [HOUSE.]  and  Arbitration  Bill.         87i 


l>y  iiresponsible  persons  —  men  careless,  men 
indifferent,  men  who  are  alwa3r8  foment- 
ing mischief  in  the  workshop — than  by  the 
zeal  legitimate  workmen.  I  unhesitatingly 
say  now  that  the  strike  that  occurred  on  the 
railways  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere  was  in  power  was  largely  brought 
about — and  I  say  so  as  one  who  was  in  that 
affair — by  men  who  were  not  really  the  legiti- 
mate bond  fide  workmen  in  those  workshops. 
I  ^ve  him  that  illustration ;  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  knows  I  was  connected  with  that 
business.  He  also  said  the  Bill  was  purely 
experimental.  I  do  not  think  that  is  so.  With 
regard  to  the  conciliation  parts  of  tiie  Bill,  we 
are  in  an  experimental  stage  in  that  respect. 
It  has  been  largely  in  operation  in  the  States, 
and  has  been  extensively  used  in  England  for  a 
number  of  years.  It  is  also  the  law  in  New 
South  Wales.  It  is  only  a  question  of  arbitra- 
tion ;  and  the  whole  of  our  experience  has  been 
that,  while  you  can  conciliate  in  small  matters 
and  in  minor  details,  when  it  comes  to  the 
question  of  large  issues,  involving,  say,  5  or  10 
per  cent,  or  large  reduction,  then  it  utterly 
breaks  down ;  because  if  the  men  think  they 
are  strong  enough  they  will  force  employers 
to  comply  with  their  demands,  and  if  em- 
ployers consider  themselves  so  entrenched 
tiiat  t^ey  can  get  the  work  done  by  other 
means,  or  if  the  unions  are  weak,  there 
will  be  no  compromises  then  on  the  part  of  the 
•employers.  It  is  owing  to  this  that  we  feel 
that,  unless  we  know  there  is  behind  the  Board 
of  Conciliation  yet  another  tribunal  for  the 
settling  of  affairs  of  this  kind,  there  will  be  no 
finality  in  the  matter,  so  far  as  the  First 
Part  of  the  Bill  is  concerned.  Without  the 
Second  Part  I  can  assure  this  House  that  the 
working-men  would  not  give  the  worth  of 
the  paper  it  is  written  on  for  it.  That  is  our 
opinion,  Sir.  Now  with  regard  to  whether  the 
Reulway  Department  should  come  under  the 
clauses  of  this  Bill :  In  this  case  the  Govern- 
ment simply  takes  up  the  functions  of  an 
ordinary  employer,  or  ordinary  carrier,  and 
the  Government  is  bound  by  the  same  laws. 
Only,  since  the  Commissioners  have  been  in 
power,  they  have  been  a  law  unto  themselves  ; 
out,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  are  under  the 
flame  law,  and  they  must  be  governed  by  that 
law.  We  cannot  have  exceptional  laws  for 
the  Government  and  their  employes.  I  say 
that,  in  the  best  interests  of  the  State,  it  would 
be  well  that  we  should  have  the  Bailway 
Department  coming  in  under  this  Bill,  for  this 
reason  :  The  employes,  or  nineteen-twentieths 
of  them,  belong  to  the  railway  unions,  or  at 
least  would  do  so  were  it  not  for  the  pressure 
that  is  put  upon  a  great  number  of  them  by 
the  Kaifway  Commissioners  or  their  subordi- 
nate officers.  Now,  this  is  the  position  that 
faces  the  railway  unions  :  They  will  at  all  times 
be  upon  their  trial,  and  it  is  not  likely  their 
executive  are  going  to  allow  Tom,  Dick,  and 
Harry  to  bring  the  Commissioners  to  this 
Arbitration  Court  unless  there  are  sound  and 
weighty  reasons  for  so  doing,  and  I  say  the 


complaints  that  are  being  made  now 


will  be  obviated  if  this  Bill  is  operative  lot 
the  railway  men,  because  they  would  have 
to  win  their  case  before  their  union  before 
they  brought  any  complaint  against  the  Com- 
missioners before  the  Arbitration  Court;  and 
I  unhesitatingly  say  that  no  union  would  place 
itself  in  the  position  of  facing  the  Arbitration 
Court  unless  their  case  was  well  grounded. 
They  would  take  that  care  in  the  interests 
of  their  finance.  They  would  make  sure  in 
their  own  mind  that  they  would  obtain  a  suc- 
cessful verdict.  I  am  not  going  to  speak  at 
any  length  on  this  BiU,  because  it  was  well 
threshed  out  last  year.  I  should,  however, 
like  to  say  this  :  If  the  Minister  of  Labour 
brings  this  Bill  to  a  successful  issue  he  will 
have  carried,  perhaps,  the  best  measure  that 
has  been  passed  by  the  present  Government 
or  the  last  Government,  and  I  consider  that 
no  other  Bill  that  has  passed  through  this 
House  reflects  so  much  honour  and  credit  as 
does  this  Bill  on  the  Minister  of  Labour. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.  — Sir,  I  have  very  few 
words  to  say  on  this  Bill.  I  hope  and  believe 
that  when  the  measure  is  put  upon  the  statute- 
book  it  will  never  be  used.  I  should,  however, 
like  to  see  it  put  there,  as  its  existence  would 
give  confidence.  I  am  delighted  to  see  the 
wiser  and  non-obstructive  course  which  has 
recently  been  adopted  by  the  Opposition  side 
of  this  House.  We  all  must  feel  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  the  labouring-classes 
of  this  colony  caji  and  do  send  members  to 
this  House.  Almost  every  one  of  us  must 
feel  that  we  are  sent  here  by  the  labourers 
of  the  colony,  and,  surely,  that  being  the  case, 
they  have  the  right  to  a  voice  in  their  own 
legislation,  and  in  the  legislation  brought  in 
by  their  own  Ministers.  They  believe  in  these 
Ministers,  and  they  have  every  right  to  do  so  if 
they  please.  They  do  not  believe  in  the  large 
employers  or  the  large  landowners  in  this 
country,  who  sit  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
and  they  would  not  trust  them  to  legislate  for 
them.  It  may  be  called  an  experiment,  but  the 
electors  have  a  perfect  right  to  try  experiments 
if  they  please,  and  to  employ  their  own  friends 
to  make  them ;  and,  like  the  rest  of  us,  they 
will  learn  wisdom  more  quickly  by  experience 
than  in  any  other  way.  I  believe  the  working- 
men  will  make  many  mistakes,  and  their  repre- 
sentatives will  make  many  mistakes ;  but,  still, 
these  working-men  will  not  rest  until  they  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  receiving  from  their  own 
representatives  that  legislation  which  they  be- 
lieve to  be  in  their  own  interests.  I  believe  it 
is  wise  of  this  House  to  allow  such  legislation 
to  pass :  and  such  legislation  will  pass  in  any 
case.  If  it  injures  any  one  it  will  injure  the 
working-classes,  so  that  they  will  soon  find 
out  whether  such  legislation  is  in  their  own 
interests,  and  it  will  make  them  wiser  in  regard 
to  future  legislation.  I  do  not  think  it  wise 
for  a  minority  in  this  House,  who  do  not  repre- 
sent a  great  many  working-men,  to  insist  oi^ 
the  legislation  they  themselves  believe  to  be 
the  best,  or  to  resort  to  obstructive  measures, 
for  they  will  never  get  right  done  in  that  way. 

Sir   J.    HALL.— The   last  speaker  was  of 
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opinion  that  it  would  not  be  wise  of  the  Oppo- 
sition to  resist  legislation  of  this  kind.  I  do 
not  know  whether  he  means  that  the  Oppo- 
sition should  not  express  their  opinions  upon 
the  impolicy  of  a  measure  if  they  believe  it  to 
be  impolitic,  because,  if  that  is  what  he  means, 
I  dissent  from  his  statement.  I  am  quite  with 
him  when  he  says  that  the  Opposition  should 
hot  obstruct.  That  is  quite  right;  but  I  fail 
to  see  that  there  has  been  any  trace  of  ob- 
struction on  this  side  of  the  House.  It  may 
be  that  many  of  the  working-classes  are  under 
the  impression  that  this  measure  will  be  for 
their  benefit.  I  also  agree  with  the  last 
speaker  that,  whatever  the  result,  the  conse- 
quences of  any  faUure  of  this  measure  will  fall 
chiefly  upon  the  working-classes.  I  have  given 
my  opinion  before  on  the  main  feature  of  the 
BiU.  It  has  been  but  little  altered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  I  shall  therefore  now  trouble  the 
House  with  very  few  words.  So  far  as  it  is 
a  conciliation  Bill,  and  provides  machinery 
to  reconcile  disputes  between  employers  and 
workmen,  it  shall  have  my  hearty  support. 
The  existence  of  such  machinery  will  en- 
courage people  to  refiort  to  conciliation.  But, 
where  it  goes  further,  it  should  not  be  pro- 

rirly  called  a  conciliation  but  a  coercion  Bill, 
think  the  Bill,  in  threatening  coercion,  may 
do  serious  harm.  In  the  case  of  large  disputes 
I  believe  it  will  become  impracticable  to  carry 
out  its  provisions.  In  the  shearers'  strike  in 
New  South  Wales  it  would  have  been  imprac- 
ticable. It  would  be  impracticable  to  carry 
out  its  provisions  in  the  case  of  the  twenty 
thousand  minors  who  are  now  out  on  strike  in 
Wales.  Then,  there  may  be  cases  where  an 
employer  cannot  comply  with  the  award,  as  he 
believes,  without  actual  loss.  As  a  means  of 
conciliation  in  this  case  it  will  be  a  dead-letter ; 
and  for  t^^ese  reasons  I  believe  this  part  of  the 
Bill  to  be  unwise.  I  have  a  further  serious 
objection  to  it,  and  that  is  that  its  benefits 
are  confined  to  those  persons  who  are  members 
of  trade-unions.  Trade-unions  have  done  a 
great  deal  of  good  in  their  time,  and  will  do 
more ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  right  to  deny  the 
advantages  of  any  statutory  provision  for  the 
reconciliation  of  disputes  to  those  men  who 
are  members  of  trade-unions,  and  refuse  it  to 
others.  I  think  it  is  wrong  to  deny  to  o^ers 
the  same  facilities  which  are  proposed  to  be 
given  to  trade-unions.  If  so,  it  will  be  a  mea- 
sure of  coercion,  as  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Peninsula  said,  compelling  men  to 
**  fall  into  line "  with  the  unions.  That  is 
what  should  not  be  done  in  a  free  country 
and  among  free  men.  Then,  I  think  it  is 
unfortunate  that  it  is  proposed  to  make  a 
Supreme  Court  Judge  the  head  of  the  arbi- 
tration tribunal.  I  quite  believe  we  should 
endeavour  to  get  the  most  influential  and 
respected  authority  we  can  to  preside  in  these 
cases;  but  there  is  also  another  consideration 
-which  we  should  not  lose  sight  of.  A  Supreme 
Court  Judge  has  not  tiie  special  knowledge 
which  would  qualify  him  to  decide  trade  dis- 
putes. Men  of  a  diflerent  stamp  and  ante- 
cedents would  be  better  qualified  titian  a  Judge 
Sir  J.  Hall 


of  the  Supreme  Court.  Moreover  it  is  most 
desirable  that  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
should  not  be  put  in  any  position  which  would 
be  likely  to  entail  upon  him  popularity  or  un- 
popularity. I  have  given  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  and  I  can  find  no  pre- 
cedent in  any  countr}'  in  the  world  for  this 
compulsory  system.  The  weight  of  evidence 
given  before  the  Commission  now  sitting,  or 
which  has  recently  been  sitting,  in  the  Mother- 
country  in  connection  with  trade  disputes  is 
distinctly  against  coercion,  and  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  announced  his 
intention  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  give  effect  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  Commission,  in 
which  coercion  was  not  to  be  a  part.  I 
will  only  add  that  I  believe  this  Bill  wiU 
tend  to  discourage  and  deter  the  investment 
of  capital  in  labour-employing  industrial  un- 
dertakings. Rightly  or  wrongly,  it  will  dis- 
courage and  scare  capital.  In  that  way  it  will 
aflect  capitalists  in  the  first  instance,  but  even- 
tually its  effects,  to  a  greater  extent,  must  be 
felt  by  the  workmen.  The  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  said  he  did  not  think  it  was 
right  that  the  Opposition  should  obstruct  it. 
Well,  we  have  not  done  so.  We  have  expressed 
our  opinions  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  have 
honourable  members  on  that  side  of  the  House. 
It  is  clear  that  the  Minister  of  Labour,  upon 
this  occasion,  relies,  not  upon  argument,  but 
upon  votes. 

Mr.  REEVES.— We  have  had  the  argument 
more  than  once  already. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — It  is  my  belief  that  no  ar- 
guments from  our  side  of  the  House  will  be 
listened  to,  and  therefore  we  can  only  enter  our 
protest  against  the  objectionable  portions  of 
the  Bill.  We  desire  to  put  on  record  our  honest 
opinion  on  the  measure,  and  we  must  leave  to 
the  Minister  of  Labour  and  those  who  support 
him  the  responsibility  of  its  passing  into  law. 

Mr.  PINKERTON.— Sir,  I  only  wish  to  say 
a  word  or  two  on  this  subject.  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  speak  at  all,  but  I  think  that  several 
honourable  members  who  have  spoken  a^gainst 
the  Bill  have  looked  at  it  from  the  wrong 
standpoint.  They  have  looked  upon  it  as  a 
measure  not  to  settle  disputes  but  to  cause  dis- 
putes.  The  very  opposite  is  the  case.  If  this 
measure  had  been  in  force  before  the  strike 
took  place,  the  injury  that  resulted,  not  only  to 
those  engaged  in  it,  but  to  others,  would  not 
have  occurred,  and  there  might  not  have  been. 
any  necessity  for  legislation  at  the  present 
time.  Those  disputes  and  strikes  would  not 
have  token  place,  and  the  people  engaged  in 
those  disputes  would  not  have  suffered,  or  have 
suffered  so  largely,  if  a  measure  of  this  kind 
had  been  in  force  to  settle  disputes  in  some 
humane  manner.  Formerly,  it  was  a  naatter 
of  money  against  poverty.  The  wealthy  men 
knew  that  they  had  only  to  resist  for  a  certain 
time,  when  t^e  process  of  starvation  would 
bring  the  other  side  to  subjection.  In  this  Bill 
the  Government  will  bring  forward  practical 
machinery,  or  a  certain  class  of  machinery, 
and  these  men,  employers  and  employed  alike, 
will  be   able  to   take   advantage  of  it,   and 
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thus  these  disputes  will  be  largely  remedied. 
We  htkve  been  told  in  the  coarse  of  the  debate 
that  working -men  do  not  want  this  class  of 
legislation — that  they  did  want  it  years  ago, 
but  they  do  not  want  it  now.  I  know  that 
working-men  do  want  it.  There  may  be  those 
in  this  House  who  think  that  the  working-men 
object,  but  communications  are  coming  here 
to  myself  and  others  daily  asking  when  this 
Bill  will  be  brought  forward,  and  wanting  to 
know  why  it  has  been  so  long  delayed.  I  can- 
not understand  how  any  man  can  come  here 
and  say  such  a  measure  is  not  wanted.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  compulsory  arbitra- 
tion, I  think  the  principle  of  compulsory  arbi- 
tration contained  in  this  measure  will  induce 
contending  parties  to  come  together—that  is, 
if  they  do  not  come  together  and  settle  the  dis- 
pnte  beforehand.  Had  this  Act  been  in  force 
anring  previous  disputes  the  knowledge  that 
these  compulsory  clauses  might  be  brought 
into  existence  would  have  prevented  the  state 
of  things  that  occurred.  I  believe  that  the 
compulsory  clauses  of  this  Bill  will  be  a  safe- 
guard. We  have  been  told  that  the  concilia- 
tory measures  in  America  and  other  places 
have  been  in  force  for  some  years,  and  that 
there  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint.  But 
np  to  the  present  they  have  done  nothing ; 
they  have  been  wholly  a  dead-letter,  and  must 
remain  so  until  some  form  of  compulsion  is 
brought  to  bear.  Therefore  without  the  com- 
pnlsory  clauses  the  Bill  might  as  well  be 
dropped  altogether,  as  really  it  will  be  no  good. 
Under  the  conciliation  clauses  of  the  Bill  the 
effect  will  be  to  bring  the  parties  together 
in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  the  sooner  contend- 
ing parties  are  got  together  the  sooner  they 
will  reason  matters  out,  and  the  sooner  the 
whole  trouble  will  be  over.  Great  disputes  and 
strikes  have  resulted  from  the  two  parties 
not  coming  together,  and  so  long  as  they  con- 
tinue in  that  position  the  difficulty  will  also 
continue  and  increase.  Ill-feeling  arises  by 
the  persons  not  being  brought  together,  so  that 
if  there  is  no  other  objection  the  effect  of  the 
measure  will  be  to  bring  them  together,  and  to 
settle  the  dispute.  Of  course,  we  know,  regard- 
ing these  disputes,  that  anything  we  can  do 
now  must  be  for  tho  benefit  of  all ;  but  we 
have  heard  it  said  that  anything  we  do  now 
will  be  to  the  injury  of  the  persons  most  inter- 
ested— namely,  the  workers.  The  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  has  told  us  that  it  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  trade-unions  only  if 
sach  a  measure  as  this  is  passed. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — For  their  exclusive  benefit. 

Mr.  PINKERTON.— That  is  what  I  said ; 
only  the  members  of  tmions  will  have  the 
benefit  if  such  a  measure  as  this  is  passed. 
It  can  only  be  within  a  certain  direction  that 
anything  like  a  strike  can  take  place.  One 
man,  in  case  of  any  disturbance,  can  cause  a 
little  inconvenience  to  his  employer;  but  he 
cannot  in  the  ordinary  sense  cause  any  such 
thing  as  an  industrial  war.  Therefore  it  is 
absm*d,  in  my  opinion,  that  one  man  should  be 
in  a  position  to  go  to  a  Judge  of  a  Supreme 
Conrt,  or  to  an  Arbitration  Court,  and  make  an 


application  for  a  hearing  of  his  case.  There- 
fore it  shonld  only  be  done  where  persons 
were  combining  together.  They  only  could 
carry  out  a  petition  like  that ;  and  it  is 
only  in  cases  such  as  that  that  the  Court  could 
have  any  power  at  all.  The  petition  has  to 
allege  a  dispute.  I  cannot  see  why  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  or  some  person  of  equal 
standing,  should  not  have  a  right  to  sit  in  the 
Court  and  deal  with  these  cases.  What  is  to 
prevent  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  settling 
differences  between  an  employer  and  workmen 
any  more  than  between  other  classes  of  persons 
in  cases  of  other  disputes  ?  Li  other  oases,  it 
is  the  custom  for  the  Judge  to  take  evidence, 
and  on  the  strength  of  that  evidence  to  give 
a  decision.  That  is  all  that  can  be  expected 
from  him  in  cases  under  this  Bill.  When  the 
persons  contending  bring  forward  their  wit- 
nesses a  Judge  takes  the  evidence,  and,  if  the 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  a  man  quali- 
fied to  take  evidence,  surely  he  should  be  quali- 
fied to  give  a  decision,  in  the  case  of  any 
industrial  dispute  that  may  arise  as  between 
an  employer  and  his  workmen,  according  to  the 
evidence  given.  Suppose  a  case  of  mutiny  or 
other  trouble,  or  something  of  a  more  techni- 
cal character,  were  to  happen  on  board  a  ship, 
and  the  case  came  before  a  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  He  is  not  an  expert  in  these 
things,  yet  he  is  called  upon  to  decide,  and  he 
gives  a  decision  upon  the  evidence,  after  hear- 
ing both  sides ;  and  nothing  more  can  be  ex- 
pected from  him  in  such  a  case.  Therefore 
a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  removed  from 
local  prejudices,  and  not  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  parties  contending,  is  surely  the  best 
man,  or  the  most  suitable  person,  to  settle 
any  dispute  of  the  kind  named  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Honourable  gentlemen  have, 
of  course,  every  right  to  discuss  the  measure  at 
this  stage,  and  every  right  to  advance  again 
arguments  which  appear  to  them  to  be  of  im- 
portance, even  although  those  arguments  may 
have  been  advanced  before.  I  do  not  contest 
their  right.  I  merely  mention  the  matter  as 
an  apology  for  the  brevity  of  my  reply :  it  is 
not  because  I  do  not  give  weight  to  some  of 
the  arguments  advanced,  but  because  those 
arguments  have  all  been  advanced  before, 
some  of  them  many  times ;  also  because,  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  I  have  replied  to  them 
on  several  occasions.  It  is  again  alleged  that 
the  result  of  this  Bill,  whenever  it  gives  a  de- 
cision in  favour  of  an  employer,  will  be  to  ruin 
the  employ^,  and  whenever  it  gives  a  decision 
in  favour  of  an  employ^  the  result  will  be  to 
bring  disaster  and  misery  upon  the  employer. 
Well,  it  is  quite  certain  that,  if  this  be  the 
result  of  the  operation  of  the  Bill  during  the 
few  months  before  Parliament  reassembles,  it 
will  next  session  be  swept  off  the  statute-book. 
I  do  not  think  the  result  will  be  what  people 
suppose.  As  for  the  argument  that  every  de- 
cision given  by  a  Court  of  Arbitration  under 
this  Act  must  necessarily  ruin  one  side  or  the 
otiier,  I  fail  to  see  the  force  of  it.  I  do  not 
think,  as  a  rule,  that  it  has  been  the  settle- 
ment  of   labour    disputes    which    has  beea 
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ruinous  to  either  party,  but  the  process  by 
which  that  result  has  been  brought  about — 
the  disastrous  and  ruinous  strikes  and  lock- 
outs that  have  occurred  throughout  the  whole 
world.  Several  honourable  gentlemen  laid 
stress  on  the  point  that  this  Bill  had  led 
to  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  country  in  in- 
dustrial matters.  I  think  that  the  well-known 
trouble  of  some  two  or  three  years  ago  was 
more  the  cause  of  that  want  of  confidence. 
Then,  we  are  warned  that  no  decision  by  a 
compulsory  Arbitration  Court  can  be  satis- 
factory. But,  if  it  is  quite  impossible  for 
any  compulsory  Court  to  come  to  any  satis- 
factory decision  in  these  matters,  then,  as 
regards  voluntary  arbitration  and  voluntary 
Boards  of  Conciliation,  the  argument  is 
equally  fatal.  The  voluntary  cannot  possibly 
do  what  the  compulsory  cannot.  This  brings 
to  my  mind  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Avon,  who  spoke,  I  think,  for  the 
first  time  on  this  measure.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  what  was  perfectly  true,  that 
something  of  this  kind  was  called  for,  but  he 
was  by  no  means  certain  whether  this  Bill 
would  bring  about  the  thing  desired.  Nobody 
can  possibly  be  certain  whether  a  new  mea- 
sure will  bring  about  the  result  the  framer 
desires,  or  the  result  its  enemies  predict ;  but  I 
think,  as  a  rule,  you  will  find  that  this  Bill 
will  not  bring  about  the  injury  prophesied.  It 
has  been  drafted  with  great  care.  Very  care- 
ful consideration  has  been  given  to  it,  and, 
although  differing  in  some  respects,  in  most 
respects  it  is  founded  on  the  lines  adopted  by 
other  civilised  countries  elsewhere.  I  see  no 
reason  for  supposing  it  can  do  much  harm, 
while  I  believe  it  will  accomplish  a  great  deal 
of  good.  One  honourable  gentleman  stated 
that  in  the  past  the  State  has  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  interfering  between  employers  and 
employed.  If  he  will  read  history  he  will  find 
that  the  State  has  never  done  anything  else. 
The  English  statute-books  are  covered  with 
laws  which  the  State  has  enacted  between  em- 
ployers and  employed.  Another  honourable 
gentleman  stated  that  there  was  no  such 
thing  as  an  Act  for  compulsory  arbitration  in 
existence.  He  is  entirely  wrong.  In  the  year 
1800,  in  the  reign  of  George  III.,  a  Compulsory 
Arbitration  Bill  was  passed,  and  was  allowed 
to  remain  on  the  statute-book.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Pish) 
stated  that  the  working  -  classes  do  not  now 
demand  the  measure.  All  I  can  say  is,  that 
if  honourable  gentlemen  could  see  the  repre- 
sentations made  to  me  by  working-men  they 
would  know  how  mistaken  that  view  is.  I 
have  received  numerous  representations  from 
working-men,  and  particularly  from  working- 
women,  during  the  past  twelve  months,  on 
the  subject  of  this  measure.  These  make 
it  quite  certain  that  the  working-classes  of 
the  colony  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  ite 
passing.  Honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  do  not  see  that  the  Bill  can  do  any  good. 
I  am  quite  certain  it  can  be  made  of  much 
benefit.  The  veiy  hope  of  such  a  measure 
"Mng  passed  has  done  good.  I  have  reason  to 
Mr.  Reeves 


believe  so.  I  believe  that  even  the  hope  ol 
this  Bill  has  done  a  good  deal  to  prevent  dis- 
putes between  employers  and  employed  going 
to  the  bitter  end.  It  has  also  done  something 
to  prevent  those  disputes  coming  to  the  pitoh 
they  have  come  to  in  the  neighbouring  oolo- 
nies.  Then,  honourable  gentlemen  on  that 
side  say  that,  although  it  is  highly  impoper 
of  me  to  hope  to  have  any  credit  for  this  Bill 
if  it  succeeds,  yet  they  sincerely  trust  all  the 
execrations  that  will  attend  its  failure,  if  it 
fails,  will  descend  upon  my  devoted  head. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Who  said  that? 

Mr.  BEEVES.— The  honourable  member  for 
Manukau  said  it. 

Mr.  BTJCKLAND.— And  one  of  the  labour 
members. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— While  I  am  to  get  no  credit 
if  it  turns  out  well,  I  shall  deserve  all  the  exe- 
cration if  it  does  not  turn  out  well  1  Well,  Sir,. 
I  am  prepared  to  take  up  that  position.  I 
want  no  credit  myself.  All  that  I  and  those 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  wish  for 
is  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  it  has  done 
good ;  and,  as  to  the  execration,  we  are  quite 
prepared  to  run  the  risk  of  that. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Mr.  BEEVES  moved,  That,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Akaroa  do  take  the  chair. 

Mr.  FISH  said  he  was  not  going  to  take  ex- 
ception to  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa 
taking  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees;  but  he  desired  to  say 
that  he  thought  the  gentleman  who  had  been, 
appointed  to  the  position  of  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees should  be.  in  attendance  in  the  House 
to  assume  his  position. 

Mr.  WABD  thought  it  only  right  to  say  that 
the  Chairman  was  absent  owing  to  a  family 
trouble,  in  connection  with  a  relative  of  his  in 
Auckland ;  and  he  was  sure  that,  if  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  had  known  that, 
he  would  not  in  any  way  have  refiected  upon 
the  Chairman  of  Committees. 

Mr.  FISH  said,  if  that  was  the  case,  certainly 
not. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IN  GOMHITTEE. 

Clause  17. — Industrial  agreemente  between 
unions,  associations,  and  persons. 

Mr.  MOOKE  moved.  That  the  following  words 
be  inserted  between  "  unions  "  and  **  and,'*  in 
line  2 :  "or  any  workman  or  numbers  of  work- 
men, whether  a  member  or  members  of  a  union 
or  free  workmen." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  motion^ 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be 
so  inserted." 

Ayes,  18. 


Allen 

Lake 

Taipua 

Bruce 

MiUs,  J. 

Thompson,  B. 

Buchanan 

Mitohelson 

Valentine. 

Buokland 

Rhodes 

TeUers. 

Duthie 

Bichardson 

Moore 

Fergus 

RoUeston 

Wright. 

Hutehison,  G. 
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Bniek 

Oftdnum 

Oatnoro80 

Oazioll 

Dunoan 

Fuh 

Fraser 

Hall-Jones 


Houston 
Hntchi8on,W. 
Kelly,  J. 


Noes,  86. 
Lawry 
MaoWintosh 
MoGowan 
MoKenzte,  J. 
McLean 
Meredith 
Mills,  G.  H. 
Newman 
0*Conor 
Palmer 
Parata 
Pinkerton 

Paibs. 


Beeves 
Saunders 
Shera 

Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  W.  0. 
Tanner 
Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 

TeUers, 
Efiumsbaw 
Sandford. 


For, 
Hamlin 
Harkness 

Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 
Swan. 


Against, 
Kelly,  W. 
Dawson 
Seddon 
Stout. 


Majority  against,  17. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  48.  — Constitution  of  Court.  Two 
members  to  be  appointed  by  councils  of  work- 
men and  employers,  and  a  third  member  to  be 
a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  or  a  District 
Judge. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  *  or  a  District  Judge,'  proposed 
by  the  Labour  Bills  Committee  to  be  struck  out, 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Buick 

Cadman 

Camcross 

Duncan 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Hogg 

Houston 

Kapa 

Kelly,  J. 

Lawry 


Allen 
Buchanan 
Buckland 
Duthie 
Hutchison,  G. 


Ayes,  81. 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
Meredith 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Newman 
0*Conor 
Palmer 
Pinkerton 
Beeves 
Bhodes 
Sandford 

Nobs,  16. 
Lake 
McLean 
Moore 
Parata 
Bichardson 


Saunders 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  W.  C. 
Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Willis. 

Tellers, 
Eamshaw 
Tanner. 


Thompson,  B. 
Valentine. 

Tellers, 
Mills.  J. 
Wright. 


Hutchison,  W.  Shera 

Paibs. 
For,  Against. 

Dawson  Harkness 

Kelly,  W.  Hamlin 

MoKenzie,  J.  Bruce 

Seddon  Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 

Stout.  Swan. 

Majority  for,  15. 
Words  retained. 

Clause  78. — What    awards    shall   contain. 
Period  for  which  it  is  to  be  in  force,  &c. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  moved.  That  the  clause  be 
struck  out. 

The   Committee   divided   on   the   question, 
**That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Buick 

Cadman 

Camcross 

Eamshaw 

Hall-Jones 

Hogg 

Houston 

Hutchison,  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lawry 

Mackintosh 


Ays8,  8a, 

MoGowan 

McLean 

Meredith 

Mills,  C.  H. 

Newman 

O'Conor 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Beeves 

Bussell 

Saunders 


Shera 

Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  W.  C. 
Tanner 
Taylor 
Ward 
Willis 
Wright. 

Tellers. 
Kellv,  J. 
Sandford. 


Noes,  14. 

Allen  Lake  Bolleston 

Buchanan         Mackenzie,  T.  Swan. 
Duthie              Moore  Tellers, 

Hall  Bhodes  Buckland 

Hutchison,  G.  Bichardson  Wright 


For, 
Dawson 
Duncan 
Guinness 
McKenzie,  J. 
Seddon 
Stout 
Thompson,  T. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Harkness 
Blake 
Mills,  J. 
Bruce 

Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 
Hamlin 
Valentine. 


Majority  for,  18. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  81.  —  Bailway  Commissioners  may 
refer  disputes  between  them  and  the  Amal- 
gamated Society  of  Bailway  Servants  to  Court. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Cadman 
Duncan 
Hall-Jones 


Houston 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 


Allen 
Duthie 
HaU 
Lake 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Ayes,  26. 
McLean 
Meredith 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Newman 
Pinkerton 
Beeves 
Sandford 
Saunders 
Shera 

Nobs,  18. 
Mitohelson 
Moore 
Bhodes 
Bichardson 
Bolleston 

Paibs. 


Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  W.  C. 
Tanner 
Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Eamshaw 
Kelly,  J. 

Bussell. 

TeUers, 
Buckland 
Wright. 


For, 
Camcross 
Dawson 
Guinness 
McKenzie,  J. 
Parata 
Seddon 
Stout. 

Majority  for,  18. 

Clause  retained. 
Bill  reported. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 


Against. 
Swan 
Harkness 
Mills,  J. 
Bruce 
Buchanan 
Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 
Hamlin. 
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Mr.  BOLLESTON  said,— Sir,  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  House  will  desire  to  postpone 
the  third  reading  ol  this  Bill.  As  far  as  I  am 
conoemed,  I  desire  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
entering  my  protest  against  this  Bill.  I  think 
that  no  more  mischievous  Bill  has  been  passed 
by  this  House.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the 
House  to  make  any  speech  on  this  occasion, 
but  I  think  that  the  Minister  who  has  con- 
cocted this  Bill,  and  carried  it  through,  will 
live  to  regret  what  he  has  done. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND.— Sir,  I  desire,  also,  to 
enter  my  protest  against  this  Bill.  I  think 
that  the  inclusion  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  Court  of  Arbitration  is  a  very 
serious  mistake,  and  that  it  will  lecui  to  extra- 
ordinary difficulties.  It  will  lead  to  Judges 
having  to  adjudicate  in  their  Court  on  matters 
they  have  adjudicated  upon  in  the  Courts  of 
Arbitration.  It  will  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  con- 
fusion — to  the  Judges  being  brought  into  such 
close  communion  with  the  people,  and  the 
ordiuGkry  commercial  community,  that  the 
chances  are  it  will  lower  their  status  in  the 
colony.  The  other  objection  I  have  is  to  the 
Railway  Commissioners  bein^  included  in  the 
operation  of  the  Bill.  I  thmk  it  would  be 
just  an  proper  to  put  the  whole  Civil  Service 
in.  It  is  a  great  mistake,  and  I  believe  that 
the  whole  of  the  members  who  have  voted  for 
this  Bill  will  yet  live  to  repent  it.  I  think 
that  a  good  many  of  the  more  persistent  fol- 
lowers of  the  Government  expect  some  great 
event  to  happen  through  the  passing  of  this  Bill. 
I  do  not  know  whether  they  expect  an  eclipse 
of  the  moon,  or  what.  Perhaps  they  expect  a 
high  rate  of  wages  and  a  drop  in  the  price  of 
the  commodities  they  require.  They  are  pro- 
bably looking  forward  to  something.  But  I 
hope  they  are  not  looking  forward  to  using  this 
measure,  because  I  say,  if  this  Bill  is  used  once, 
it  will  not  be  used  again.  It  will  have  the 
effect  of  destroying  imionism ;  and  on  the  heads 
of  the  labour  members,  and  on  the  Govern- 
ment, who  have  voted  against  their  convictions 
— on  their  heads  be  this  result. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  only  wish  to  say  one  word. 
I  have  said  nothing  on  the  Bill  before,  and  I 
desire  to  add  a  few  words  to  what  has  already 
been  said.  I  do  not  believe  the  doleful  prophe- 
cies of  the  honourable  members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  I 
believe  the  Bill  is  a  very  good  measure,  and 
will  prevent  war,  instead  of  bringing  war  on. 
I  do  not  think  any  member  on  this  side  of  the 
House  expects  anything  great.  We  believe  it 
will  bring  about  peace  instead  of  war.  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  the  Bill  is  a  good  one,  and 
that  it  will  help  to  keep  down  those  disturb- 
ances we  saw  in  this  colony  a  few  years  ago. 
The  Minister  of  Labour  has  paid  a  great  deal  of 
attention  to  this  measure,  and  is  deserving  of 
the  greatest  amount  of  credit  from  both  sides 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  have  taken  no 
active  part  in  this  measure,  but  I  intend  to  say 
a  word  or  two  on  the  passing  Of  the  Bill.  I 
fear  that  this  Bill,  instead  of  assisting  the 
unionists  of  this  colony,  will  to  a  great  extent 


have  the  contrary  effect.  I  consider  that  this 
Bill,  and  a  number  of  kindred  measures,  have 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  shrinking  of  en- 
terprise in  our  centres  of  population.  We  know 
that  at  the  present  time  a  number  of  manu- 
facturers are  making  very  little  out  of  their 
ventures,  and  if  you  pass  a  law  which  will  prac- 
tically take  out  of  their  hands  the  control  of 
their  own  wages  fund  it  will  have  this  effect : 
that  men  will  not  venture  upon  a  further  ex- 
tension of  industries,  and  if  that  is  so  a  number 
of  men  who  might  otherwise  be  employed  will 
probably  not  receive  employment  at  aU.  I  do 
not  say  this  in  antagonism  to  the  Bill.  I  be- 
lieve the  mover  of  the  Bill  has  given  it  very 
deep  and  far-rea>ching  consideration,  and  that 
he  believes  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  feel  strongly  that  it 
will  not  tend  to  the  development  of  industrial 
enterprise  in  our  large  centres  of  population. 
Holding  these  opinions,  I  have  voted  against 
some  of  the  clauses.  At  the  sajne  time,  it  is 
not  my  intention  to  vote  at  all  if  a  vote  is  taken 
on  the  third  reading.  If  the  Bill  is  to  carry  out 
what  the  promoters  hold  it  will  carry  out— and 
there  is  a  big  majority  in  this  House  of  that 
opinion — then  the  only  thing  we  can  do  is  to 
permit  them  to  have  an  opportunity  of  carry- 
ing their  legislation  into  effect. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  do  not  anticipate  all 
the  evil  effects  which  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion anticipates  this  Bill  will  have.  I  believe 
it  will  be  found  in  practice  that  this  Bill  is  a 
good  Bill,  and  I  think  it  is  a  little  ungenerous 
on  the  part  of  honourable  members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  to  say  that  they  hope 
the  Minister  of  Labour  and  the  labour  mem- 
bers will  live  to  regret  the  passing  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— I  never  said  I  hoped  so. 
I  said  that  would  be  the  result. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— However,  I  do  not  think 
we  need  fear  any  such  thing.  I  am  quite  sure 
of  this :  that  those  here  who  are  representing 
labour  in  this  House  have  given  that  side  of 
the  question  as  much  thought,  perhaps  from 
their  point  of  view,  as  honourable  members  on 
the  other  side  have  given  it  from  their  point  of 
view.  And  we  are  quite  satisfied  to  leave  the 
results  of  this  Billjto  be  decided  in  the  future; 
and  I  think  we  can  look  forward  to  the  result 
with  confidence.  The  whole  of  our  efforts  have 
been  directed  towards  the  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem how  best  to  solve  these  continuous  conflicts 
between  capital  and  labour — ^how  best  to  con- 
serve the  wages  fund  to  the  workers,  instead 
of  its  being  dissipated  in  strikes.  I  think  the 
antagonism  with  which  this  Bill  has  been 
received  comes  with  a  very  bad  grace  from 
the  Opposition,  who  have  all  along  assumed 
that  they  have  been  trying  their  best  to  stay 
these  strikes.  They  have  been  always  deplor- 
ing them,  and  yet  they  do  not  assist  us  in  any 
measure  to  bring  about  the  solution  of  the 
question — ^with  the  exception  of  one  honour- 
able gentleman  from  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House,  who  undoubtedly  gave  us  some 
valuable  assistance  in  bringing  this  mecbsore  to 
direct  lines.  With  that  exception,  we  have 
had  no  suggestions  of  a  character  worthy  of 
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members  of  the  Opposition.  We  have  done 
ouz  best  to  make  this  a  workable  measure,  and 
as  the  Bill  stands  I  think  we  can  confidently 
say  that  this  Bill  is  in  the  foremost  rank 
of  labour  Bills  introduced  in  any  country  in 
the  world.  And  the  workers  of  New  Zealand 
are  greatly  indebted  to  the  Minister  of  Labour 
for  the  undoubted  ability  he  has  brought  to 
bear  on  the  carrying  of  this  Bill  into  effect. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— Sir,  I  should  only  like  to  say 
one  word.  I  have  said  nothing  on  this  Bill 
before,  partly  because  on  its  main  issues  I  am 
in  favour  of  it.  But  as  to  that  part  of  the 
Bill  referring  to  compulsory  arbitration,  it  is 
of  an  experimentally  doubtful  character,  and 
what  its  effects  will  be  none  of  us  can  now  tell. 
The  Minister  will,  unfortunately,  stick  to  this 
scheme  of  his.  He  might  have  had  a  Con- 
ciliation Bill  on  the  statute-book  last  year  if 
he  had  omitted  the  compulsory  portion  of  it. 
He  ought  to  have  accepted  the  Bill  without  the 
clause  relating  to  compulsory  arbitration.  All 
the  authorities  agree  in  saying  that  compulsory 
arbitration  will  not  be  found  to  be  of  service  in 
this  colony. 

Mr.  VALENTINE.— I  would  not  have  risen 
excepting  for  a  remark  I  overheard  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Heathcote,  who  said, 
•*  Let  us  try.*'  Sir,  this  is  the  key  to  the  whole 
thing.  It  is  a  question  of  **  Let  us  try."  We 
know  nothing  of  what  the  effect  will  be ;  but 
the  Government  are  prepared  to  try ;  and  that 
has  been  their  maxim  from  the  time  they  took 
office.  Experimental  legislation  has  been  the 
order  of  the  day  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 
Of  this  one  Bill  of  an  experimental  character 
my  own  opinion  is  that  the  Bill  will  be  abso- 
ately  a  dead-letter.  We  have  had  too  much 
experimental  legislation.  For  that  reason  I 
have  opposed  the  Bill,  and  shall  do  so  to  the  end. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula  said 
that  a  great  deal  was  anticipated  from  this  Bill 
— that  good  results  would  be  derived  from  it. 
I  hope  that,  if  anything  comes  from  this  Bill, 
it  will  be  good  results,  but  I  doubt  whether  any 
result  will  come  from  it  at  all.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  right  in 
expecting  good  results  to  follow;  but,  as  has 
been  said  by  members  of  the  Opposition,  what- 
ever may  be  the  result  it  will  lie  at  the  door  of 
the  Minister  of  Labour  and  other  honourable 
members  on  that  side,  who  are  prepared  to 
accept  all  responsibility.  I  do  not  think  the 
result  will  be  much,  because  I  do  not  think  the 
Bill  will  be  used  in  many  cases  at  all.  I  think, 
in'  fact,  as  I  have  said  already,  it  will  be  a 
dead-letter. 

Mr.  HOGG.— I  support  this  Bill  because  I 
believe  it  is  designed  with  a  good  and  useful 
object.  It  is  not  likely  to  prevent  strikes,  but 
the  intention  of  the  Bill  is  to  prevent  human 
suffering.  We  know  from  the  histoxy  of  the 
past  that  when  a  conflict  occurs  between  capi- 
tal and  labour  a  vast  amount  of  suffering  is 
very  frequently  produced.  From  what  we  see  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  we  can  easily  imagine 
the  vast  amount  of  privation  and  suffering  that 
ensues  where  there  is  a  large  trade  strike. 
Now,  Sir,  the  object  of  this  Bill  is,  by  esta- 


blishing a  Board  of  Conciliation,  to  bring  about 
a  good  feeling  between  the  workmen  and  their 
employers.  If  it  has  that  effect  it  will  achieve 
a  very  useful  purpose  indeed.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  matter  extremely  to  be  regretted  that 
when  a  conflict  occurs  between  working-men 
and  their  masters  reliance  should  be  placed  by 
the  employers  on  such  a  method  of  bringing 
men  into  subjection  as  staxving  them  out.  I 
have  read  of  one  remark  that  was  made  not 
veiy  long  ago  by  the  chairman  of  directors  of 
one  of  the  large  American  syndicates.  A  strike 
was  likely  to  occur,  and,  addressing  the  other 
directors,  he  made  this  remark.  He  said, 
**  Gentlemen,  I  can  take  this  dollar,  and  I  can 
place  it  on  that  shelf  there,  and  allow  it  to 
remain  there  for  the  next  twelve  months.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  that  dollar  is  there ;  it 
retains  all  its  present  value  ;  it  is  unimpaired 
in  any  way ;  it  will  be  as  serviceable  then  as  it 
is  to-day.  But,  if  you  place  one  of  those  work- 
men on  that  shelf,  and  keep  him  there  for  a 
year,  what  do  you  find  then  ?  Skin  and  bone 
— a  human  skeleton.  That  is  the  difference. 
We  can  afford  to  keep  our  capital  idle,  but 
our  men  cannot  afford  to  dispense  with  their 
wages."  And  the  suffering  is  far-reaching,  be- 
cause it  presses  not  simply  on  the  working-men, 
but  upon  their  unfortunate  families.  What- 
ever may  be  said  of  this  Bill,  I  believe  it  has 
been  very  carefully  drawn  up.  It  has  been 
elaborated,  and  great  pains  have  been  bestowed 
upon  it  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
introduced  it  to  this  House;  and  I  think  it 
reflects  verv  great  credit  on  him  indeed.  It 
may  be  said  by  some  honourable  members  that 
these  labour  Bills  are  not  required ;  but  when 
I  look  on  the  occurrences  of  the  last  few 
years  in  New  Zealand,  and  the  other  colonies, 
and  what  is  now  taking  place  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  I  think  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  Bill  is  a  most  important  measure ;  and 
I  consider,  indeed,  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
important  measures  that  have  been  attempted 
to  be  passed  by  the  present  Parliament.  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  prediction  which  has 
been  made  by  members  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  that  it  is  likely  to  be  either  a 
dead-letter  or  to  achieve  results  very  different 
from  those  aimed  at.  My  own  impression  is 
that  if  a  conflict  between  capital  and  labour 
occurs  again  in  this  colony  this  Bill  will  be 
found  to  be  extremely  useful:  at  any  rate,  I 
hope  that  will  be  the  case.  The  intention 
of  its  supporters  is  that  this  Bill  shall  be 
thoroughly  operative.  It  may  have  defects, 
but  those  defects  can  be  amended  at  a  future 
stage.  We  do  not  expect  that  any  measure  of 
this  kind  can  be  perfect  when  passed,  but  the 
measure,  I  think,  has  been  well  devised,  and 
will,  I  believe,  be  found  to  be  extremely  useful 
in  the  immediate  future. 

Mr.  TANNER. — It  is  very  painful,  during 
three  sessions,  to  listen  again  and  again  to  a 
repetition  of  arguments  against  this  Bill,  and 
to  be  compelled  from  time  to  time  to  show  a 
clear  case  why  it  should  be  passed.  It  makes 
one  feel  weary  of  the  task  of  getting  a  Bill 
through  the  House,  or  doubtful  of  obtaining 
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what  shall  be  in  any  sense  a  satisfactory  mea* 
BOie.  We  are  to-night  reproached  with  silence, 
and  finally  taunted  with  the  fact  that  the  Bill 
is  to  be  Ekn  experiment.  I  do  not  intend  to  say 
for  a  moment  that  I  do  not  regard  the  Bill 
largely  in  the  light  of  an  experiment,  but  I  say 
that  any  man  who  takes  any  interest  in  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  the  industrial  world  at 
the  present  time  should  be  delighted  at  the 
prospect  of  attempting  an  experiment  which 
promises  good  results— always  assuming  that 
he  is  desirous  of  soothing  the  existing  causes 
of  friction,  which  in  some  of  the  older  States  of 
the  world  have  developed  at  times  into  some- 
thing hardly  distinguishable  from  civil  war.  To 
devise  some  means,  however  imperfect,  to  effect 
this  result,  to  me  seems  better  than  allowing 
this  colony  to  witness  such  scenes  as  those 
which  have  been  too  common  in  America :  for 
instance,  as  that  at  Pennsylvania  in  1876, 
and  in  the  mining  States  of  the  West  only  a 
few  yeai^  ago,  and  the  horrible  massacre  which 
occurred  at  Garuegie's  works  only  last  year. 
Our  aim  is  to  keep  this  colony  free,  and  its 
early  years  unsullied  by  such  social  warfare; 
for  scenes  like  these  stain  the  history  of  any 
country  eternally.      It  is  with  the  object  of 

?reventing  the  occurrence  of  such  things  that 
think  some  arrangement  should  be  set  afoot 
to  accomplish  this  purpose  as  far  as  possible. 
But  it  is  asked,  Why  do  we  want  compul- 
sory arbitration?  Simply  because  voluntary 
arbitration  has  not  so  far  been  the  success  it 
might  be.  I  could  point  to  many  past  instances 
in  this  colony  where  bodies  of  working  men 
have  asked  their  employers  over  and  over  again 
to  meet  and  confer,  and  deal  with  certain 
points,  but  they  have  been  met  from  time  to 
time  with  a  refusal.  That  is  why  we  want 
compulsory  arbitration.  Then,  it  is  asked. 
Why  do  you  want  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  District  Court  to  preside  over  these 
Arbitration  Courts?  The  reply  is,  We  want 
men  of  high  character  and  standing,  and  men 
of  independence,  who  are  likely  to  judge  fairly 
and  reasonably  on  the  evidence  given  before 
them.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  Old 
Country  there  are  men  who  would  be  able 
to  fill  that  position  with  advantage,  who  have 
no  legal  or  official  standing,  but  who  neverthe- 
less command  general  respect — men  like  Sir 
Bupert  Kettle  aoid  the  late  Cardinal  Manning 
— men  of  a  class  of  which  we  have  too  few 
in  this  colony,  because  nearly  every  one  in 
this  young  country  is  more  or  less  connected 
with  some  commercial  pursuit,  and  is  in  such 
a  position  that  his  sympathies  must  natu- 
rally be  enlisted  on  either  one  side  or  the 
other.  That  is  the  reason  why  we  desire  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  act  under  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  WILSON.  — I  did  not  vote  on  this 
question  in  Committee,  as  I  happened  to  be 
"paired,"  and  therefore  I  have  not  been  able 
to  give  any  expression  of  my  views  upon  it 
m  that  way.  I  have,  however,  given  the  Bill 
generally  my  support,  except  in  regard  to  the 
portion  which  includes  the  Bailway  Commis- 
sioners in  the  Bill.  The  honourable  member 
Mr.  Tanner 


for  the   Peninsula  accused  the  Opposition  of 
not  treating  this  Bill  fairly. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— Not  giving  us  that  as- 
sistance which  we  might  have  expected. 

Mr.  WILSON.— When  a  Bill  of  this  charac- 
ter passes  through  Committee  in  the  short  time 
this  has  done,  I  do  not  think  tlie  honourable 
gentleman's  remark  is  deserved.  It  was  put 
into  Committee  at  nine  o'clock,  and  it  passed 
through  Conmuttee  within  two  hours.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  Opposition 
have  done  very  well  in  getting  through  the  Bill 
so  quickly.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  fair  thing  to- 
tax  the  Opposition  with  not  giving  assistance 
in  regard  to  this  measure. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— I  mean  in  regard  to  the 
drafting  of  it. 

Mr.  WILSON. — Surely  the  honourable  mem- 
ber could  not  expect  us  to  assist  in  drafting 
the  Bill ;  and  probably  the  Government  would 
not  have  accepted  our  drafting  if  we  had  offered 
our  assistance.  I  may  say  that  I  agree  very 
largely  with  what  fell  from  the  last  speaker  in 
reference  to  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  act- 
ing under  this  Bill.  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
Judge  being  there  gives  us  an  assurance  that 
everything  will  be  done  fairly  for  both  sides ; 
and  that  assurance  is  necessary  if  the  Bill  is 
to  be  of  any  use  to  the  public. 

Mr.  REEVES. — Like  speakers  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  I  have  very  few  words  to  say.    I 
have  to  thank  the  honourable  gentlemen  of 
the  Opposition  for  the  very  fair  and  courteous 
treatment  which  they  have  accorded  this  Bill. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  meawure  could  have 
been  more  fairly  treated  than  this  has  been 
treated,  both  last  year  and  this,  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Opposition  in  this  House.    I  am  bound 
to  say  I  do  not  think  it  has  received  the  same 
fair-play  in  another  place.    I  do  not  think  that 
drawing  a  blue  line  through  four  pages  of  a 
Bill  and  sending  it  back  to  the  member  who 
drafted  it  is  discharging   the  functions  of  a 
Chamber  of  revision.    But,  at  the  same  time, 
I  trust  that  honourable  gentlemen  in  another 
place  will  this  session  address   themselves  to 
their  task  with  somewhat  of  a  more  judicial 
spirit  and  equable  mind.    That  may  be  as  it 
may  be.    Then,  I  wish  to  say  now  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  not  accept  an  emasculated  BiU. 
Unless  the  Bill  is  passed  in  a  shape  which 
gives  it  a  fair  chance  of  being  a  reality,  I 
think  it  is  better  that  it  should  not  be  passed 
at  all.     The   statute-book  of   Great   Britain 
and  those  of  other  countries  are  littered  with 
Acts  which  have  remained  dead-letters.    They 
have  been  drawn  up  with  the  most  benevolent 
intentions,  and  with  a  good  deal  of  logal  and 
technical  skill,  and  they  have  been  absolutely 
of  no  use  from  their  passing  to  the  present  time. 
The  fact  is,  the  English  Parliament,  from  180O 
until    the   present   time,  has  been  tinkering 
with  the  question  of  arbitration  and  concilia- 
tion, and  no  single  case  that  I  have  heard  of 
has  been  decided  under  one  of  their  Concilia- 
tion or  Arbitration  Acts. «   The  truth  is,  they 
dirked   the  question  of  making   arbitration 
compulsory.     They  left  it  to  the  parties  to. 
use  the  law  or  not  as  they  chose.    The  result 
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iB  that  parties  have  not  used  it ;  and  they  are 
never  likely  to  do  so  nnless  they  are  virtually 
loxoed  to  do  so.  The  experience  of  the  civilised 
world  points  to  that  mournful  fact.  Therefore 
Parliament  has  to  ask  itself  this  question :  Are 
we  to  stop  strikes  and  lock-outs,  or  are  we  to 
stand  on  one  side  and  let  the  parties  fight  it 
out?  I  am  proud  of  one  thing,  and  that  is 
that  it  has  been  left  to  this  demooratio  House 
— a  House  which  for  the  first  time  contains 
members  of  the  working- classes,  a  House  which 
represents  the  working-classes  as  no  previous 
House  has  done— to  pass  this  Bill,  and  make  a 
real  attempt  to  render  strikes  and  lock-outs 
impossible.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  will 
succeed  or  not.  I  have  some  fears  that  the 
Bill  will  not  be  allowed  to  go  on  the  statute- 
book  in  such  a  state  that  we  can  accept  it, 
or  in  such  a  state  that  it  is  likely  to  do  any 
good.  I  wish  I  could  hope  otherwise.  I  wish 
this  Bill  might  be  allowed  to  have  a  fair  chance 
for  a  few  months  at  any  rate,  so  that  we  might 
see  whether  we  are  justified  in  expecting  what 
we  do  of  it.  However,  as  I  have  said  before,  if 
this  Bill  is  not  sent  back  in  a  workable  shape 
I  think  it  better  to  possess  ourselves  with 
patience  and  wait  another  year  or  two.  I  am 
convinced  that,  sooner  or  later,  the  democracy 
of  New  Zealand  will  insist  upon  a  Bill  of  this 
character  being  placed  upon  the  statute-book. 
I  may  not  be  here  when  that  is  done,  but  some 
one  else  will  be  here.  I  do  not  say  even  that 
it  will  be  a  Liberal  Government  that  will 
pass  it,  for  I  believe,  if  we  do  not  succeed, 
that  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
through  sheer  weariness  of  industrial  warfare, 
will  take  up  the  Bill  and  pass  it.  I  have 
the  most  absolute  faith  in  an  educated  people 
like  ours  substituting  the  fair  decisions  of  a 
Court  of  justice  for  the  insane  and  suicidal 
industrial  warfare  which  has  prevailed  in  other 
eountries,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  this 
oountrv.  Honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  ask  why  the  Minister  has  insisted  upon  the 
compiilsory  clause.  The  Minister  has  insisted 
upon  the  compulsory  clause  simply  because  he 
has  read  and  studied  the  working  of  arbitration 
In  other  countries,  and  it  so  has  been  forced 
upon  his  mind  that  a  BiU  without  a  compul- 
sory clause  is  of  no  use  whatever.  I  have  to 
thank  the  honourable  member  for  Glutha  for 
his  kindly  expression  of  opinion  as  regards 
myself  and  this  Bill.  I  have  to  thank  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Heathcote,  and 
other  members  who  have  spoken  in  defence 
of  the  Bill ;  and  I  have  also  to  thank  other 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  kept  silence 
not  because  they  had  not  a  great  deal  to  say, 
but  because  they  felt  that  they  were  facili- 
tating the  progress  of  the  Bill  by  refraining 
from  speaking.  I  would  have  reminded  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere,  had  he  been 
pzesent,  that,  though  no  State  in  America  has 
up  to  the  present  adopted  compulsory  arbitra- 
tion, there  is  one  Territory  which  has  adopted 
it.  Probably,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  known  that  instance,  it  might  have  largely 
influenced  his  opinion,  because  it  is  the  Terri- 


tory of  Wyoming.  I  am  almost  inclined  to 
think  that  had  I  been  able  to  tell  that  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  at  first 
he  would  have  reconsidered  his  attitude  on 
this  Bill ;  but  I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  make 
this  announcement  in  the  absence  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish),  because  I  think,  even  at  this  late  stage, 
if  he  knew  that  compulsory  arbitration  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Territory  of  Wyoming^ 
he  might  stonewall  the  Bill.  I  have  now 
only  to  thank  the  House  for  the  fair  treat- 
ment which  it  has  given  my  Bill,  and  to 
hope  it  will  have  better  luck  in  another  place 
than  it  had  last  year. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

CONSPIRACY  LAW  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Mr.  BEEVES.— I  desire  the  House  to  read 
this  Bill  a  second  time,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
referred  to  the  Labour  Bills  Committee.  I  do 
not  think  there  can  be  any  opposition  to  this 
measure.  Of  course  it  is  a  Bill  which  holds 
out  temptations  to  one  to  launch  into  an 
historical  speech  on  the  English  law  of  con- 
spiracy in  relation  to  labour  disputes,  but  I 
do  not  intend  to  yield  to  that  temptation.  I 
will  simply  explain  to  the  House  what  the 
measure  is,  and  why  it  has  been  brought  in. 
This  Bill  is  one  which  goes  in  the  direction  of 
assimilating  our  law  to  the  law  of  the  Mother- 
country.  It  consists  virtually  of  two  sections 
and  a  schedule — ^section  2  and  section  3,  with 
the  schedule  attached  to  section  3.  Section  2 
provides  simply,  in  regard  to  labour  disputes, 
that  no  combination  of  persons  shall  be  held 
to  lay  them  open  to  a  charge  of  conspiracy 
unless  it  is  a  combination  to  do  an  act  which 
would  have  been  a  crime,  or  an  attempted 
crime,  if  committed  by  an  individual.  It  may 
seem  somewhat  odd  to  us  in  this  country  that 
there  should  be  such  a  thing  as  a  crime  of  this 
kind — that  it  should  be  a  crime  for  certain 
persons  to  combine  together  to  do  in  common 
what  each  of  them  might  have  done  singly. 
Nevertheless,  by  the  law  of  the  Mother-coun- 
try that  was  a  crime  until  the  year  of  Grace 
1875.  I  need  not  go  back  to  the  Middle  Ages, 
or  even  to  that  period  in  English  law  antece- 
dent to  the  year  1800.  But  I  must  go  back  to 
the  year  1800,  just  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
one  word  as  to  the  combination  law  of  that 
date.  The  famous  combination  laws  of  1799 
and  1800  virtually  repealed  most  of  the  previous 
Acts  relating  to  the  connection  of  masters  and 
apprentices,  and  the  combination  of  workmen 
of  all  kinds.  But  they  enacted  and  imposed 
many  restrictions  of  the  most  stringent  kind 
conceivable.  Any  kind  of  combination  among 
workmen  to  raise  their  wages,  or  to  afiect  the 
manner  in  which  masters  should  choose  to 
conduct  their  business,  was  to  be  considered  to 
be  a  crime.  This  law  was  found  to  be  such  a 
harsh  and  tyrannical  measure  that  in  1824  an 
Act  of  a  tolerably  liberal  nature  was  passed. 
The  Act  of  1824  repealed  a  great  mass  of  more 
or  less  obsolete  labour  laws.  In  fact,  to  read 
the  preamble  of  that  Act  is  to  obtain  a  most 
yivia  impression  of  the  enormous  amount  of 
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legislation  which  enoumbered  the  English 
6tatnte-book  for  centuries  on  this  subject.  It 
repealed  all  these  old  Acts,  and  gave  workmen 
the  power  to  combine  together  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  their  wages,  although  it  hedged 
them  round  with  a  great  many  provisoes.  The 
result  of  that  law  was  that  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  trade-unions  made  their  appearance  on 
the  scene,  and  a  number  of  strikes  followed. 
English  public  opinion  at  that  time  was 
rather  ee^sily  scared  on  labour  questions,  and 
the  result  was  that  these  strikes  and  these 
disputes  scared  Parliament  into  repealing  the 
Act  of  1824  by  the  passing  of  the  famous 
Act,  6  Geo.  lY. — that  is  to  say,  the  Act  of 
1825,  which,  under  the  name  of  the  Intimi- 
dation Act,  was  the  law  of  England  until  1875, 
and  has  remained  the  law  in  certain  British 
colonies  up  to  the  present  time.  I  believe  it 
is  still  the  law  in  Queensland  and  in  New 
South  Wales.  It  is  still  the  law  in  New  Zea- 
land. Now,  the  preamble  of  that  Act  contains 
the  spirit  of  the  Act.  Speaking  of  these  com- 
binations of  workmen,  it  says, — 

"Whereas  such  combinations  are  injurious 
to  trade  and  commerce,  dangerous  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  country,  and  especially  pre- 
judicial to  the  interests  of  all  who  are  con- 
cerned in  them ;  and  whereas  it  is  expedient 
to  make  further  provision  as  well  for  the 
security  and  personal  freedom  of  individual 
workmen  in  the  disposal  of  their  skill  and 
labour  as  for  the  security  of  the  property  and 
persons  of  masters  and  employers,  and  for  that 
purpose  to  repeal  the  said  Act,  and  to  enact 
other  provisions  and  regulations  in  lieu  there- 
of." 

Now,  that  contains  the  spirit  of  the  Act.  It 
was  held  that  these  combinations  were  danger- 
ous to  life  and  limb,  prejudicial  to  the  liberty 
of  the  individual  workman,  and  to  the  property 
and  security  of  the  masters.  Therefore  the 
Act  of  1824,  which  allowed  considerable  free- 
dom of  combination,  was  repealed,  and  the  Act 
of  1825  passed.  That  Act  "professed  to  give 
workmen  the  right  of  combination,  but  it  did 
BO  in  a  very  peculiar  way.  It  allowed  work- 
men to  meet  together  and  agree  among  them- 
selves as  to  the  amount  of  wages  they  should 
henceforth  demand ;  but  if  these  workmen  laid 
their  heads  together  and  did  anything  by  word 
or  by  deed  to  bring  any  kind  of  pressure  to  bear 
on  their  masters  to  give  them  the  wages  they 
agreed  to  demand,  or  to  bring  any  kind  of  pres- 
sure on  their  fellow-workmen  to  stand  up  for 
the  same  wages,  they  would  be  guilty  of  con- 
spiracy. Moreover,  the  Act  contained  a  nimi- 
ber  of  stringent  provisions  as  regards  threats, 
molestation,  and  interference ;  and  I  may  say 
that  the  interpretation  which  the  English  law- 
courts  gave  to  the  statute  of  threats,  molesta- 
tion, or  interference  was  of  a  very  startling 
kind.  The  Judges,  in  fact,  decided  that  if 
any  man  attempted  to  bring  pressure  to  bear 
on  his  master  he  must  be  held  to  have  used 
a  threat  or  to  be  guilty  of  molestation.  For 
instance,  if  three  workmen  agreed  together  to 
tell  the  master  that,  unless  he  dismissed  such- 
and-such  a  workman — ^who,  probably,  was  not 
Mr.  Beeves 


a  member  of  their  union — a  "blackleg,"  as 
they  called  him — they  would  not  work  for  hixn 
any  longer,  that  was  held  to  be  in  the  nature 
of  intimidation  and  molestation,  and  to  ren- 
der these  men  criminally  liable  for  conspiracy. 
It  is,  Sir,  too  early  in  the  morning  for  me  to 
rehearse  to  the  House  certain  iniquitous  and 
barbarous  decisions  given  under  this  law  of 
George  IV.  But  there  is  the  case  of  the  Dor- 
chester agricultural  labourers ;  there  is  the 
case  of  the  Glasgow  cotton -spinners;  and 
similar  cases,  against  which  public  opinion  in 
England  revolted  in  the  most  open  manner. 
In  the  case  of  the  Dorchester  agricultural 
labourers  I  think  something  like  four  hun- 
dred thousand  persons  protested  against  the 
pimishment  inflicted  on  these  men,  who 
were  transported  to  New  South  Wales  merely 
because  they  combined  with  one  another  to 
induce  their  fellow  -  workmen  to  demand  a 
higher  rate  of  wages.  In  point  of  fact,  men 
were  sent  to  gaol  again  and  again  for  doing 
that  which  in  this  country  has  always  been 
deemed  to  be  the  right  of  all  workmen  to  do 
— namely,  to  combine  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
ducing their  masters  to  raise  their  wages,  to 
alter  their  hours  of  labour,  and  of  inducing 
their  fellow-workmen  by  every  means  short  of 
personal  violence  or  gross  intimidation  to  stand 
in  with  them  and  take  up  the  same  position. 
At  last  this  state  of  things  was  felt  in  Eng- 
land to  be  barbarous.  An  Act  was  passed  in 
1871,  and,  that  Act  having  led  to  certain  de- 
cisions in  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  the  Act 
of  1875  was  passed,  which  placed  the  law  of 
England  in  this  respect  on  a  liberal  footing. 
I  have  thought  it  necessary  not  only  to  repeal 
the  statute  of  George  IV.  and  these  other  more 
or  less  obsolete  statutes,  but  to  provide  that  the 
common-law  doctrine  of  conspiracy  in  labour 
disputes  shall  no  longer  apply  to  this  colony. 
Because,  although  the  Act  of  George  IV.  affixed 
stringent  penalties  to  all  sorts  of  individual 
acts  on  the  part  of  workmen,  in  the  way  of 
Qiolestation,  interference,  dictation,  and  so 
forth,  yet,  oddly  enough,  it  did  not  make  the 
conspiracy  to  do  these  things  a  crime.  It 
appears  to  me  that  it  was  taken  for  granted  by 
the  Parliament  of  that  time  that  there  existed 
an  ofience  at  conmion  law  of  this  nature.  It 
seems  to  have  been  thought  that  to  conspire 
together  to  do  those  things  which  were  by 
statute  rendered  illegal  in  the  case  of  indi- 
viduals was  in  itself  an  offence  under  the  com- 
mon law,  though  I  believe  some  English  writers 
now  doubt  whether  the  decision  is  right  that 
such  an  offence  did  exist  under  the  conunon 
law.  Section  2  of  this  Bill  is  virtually  taken 
word  for  word  from  the  English  Act  of  1875. 
It  has  never  existed  in  New  Zealand  hitherto, 
but  I  hope  it  will  exist  henceforth.  As  regards 
the  antique  statute  of  the  fifth  year  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  dealing  with  the  law  relating  to 
master  and  apprentice,  oddly  enough,  althoiu^ 
that,  to  a  large  extent,  was  repealed  in  the 
reign  of  George  III.,  it  was  not  entirely  re- 
pealed in  England  until  1863.  It  also  appears 
that  the  extraordinary  Act  of  George  I.  relat- 
ing to  the  woollen  industries  is  still  partly 
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law  in  New  Zealand*  I  do  not  think  there  was 
any  likelihood  of  a  prosecution  under  it,  but  it 
is  just  as  well  to  put  the  law  right.  With  these 
few  words,  I  ask  the  House  to  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time.  It  may  be  supposed  by  honour- 
able members  that  we  are  really  doing  this 
rather  for  the  purpose  of  putting  our  law  on 
a  scientific  basis  than  to  provide  against  any 
possible  abuse  or  attempt  to  use  these  bar- 
barous enactments.  But  within  the  last  few 
years,  in  Australia,  to  the  great  astonishment 
of  the  population  there,  this  stringent  and 
almost  barbarous  statute  of  George  lY.  has 
been  disinterred  and  made  use  of  both  in 
Queensland  and  New  South  Wales.  Men  have 
been  sent  to  gaol  under  it,  and  I  believe  it  is 
only  by  reason  of  the  clemency  exercised  on  the 
occasion  of  the  marriage  of  the  JDuke  of  York 
quite  recently  that  certain  of  these  men,  ba  a 
matter  of  Boyal  grace,  were  released  from  gaol. 
What  working-men  in  Australia  have  suffered 
their  fellows  in  New  Zealand  might  possibly 
have  to  sujSer  also,  and  therefore  it  is  no 
bkncif  ul  danger  we  are  seeking  to  avoid  by  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  There  is  no  reason  to 
anticipate  that  the  passing  of  this  law  will 
render  us  less  able  to  deal  with  any  breach  of 
the  peace,  or  with  violence  or  intimidation. 
These  offences  are  deaJt  with  amply  already 
in  our  Police  Offences  Act.  If  you  threaten 
a  man  or  ill-treat  him  in  New  Zealand  you 
are  dealt  with  by  the  ordinary  law  just  as  in 
any  other  civilised  land  you  would  be  dealt 
with  if  you  threatened  or  ill-treated  a  man.  If 
Uie  threat  is  followed  up  by  violence  you  are 
arrested.  If  you  attempt  to  strike  a  man  you 
are  punished  for  assault,  and  if  you  actually 
strike  him  you  are  punished  for  battery.  If 
two  or  more  combine  to  do  these  things  they 
are  liable  to  be  punished  for  conspiring  to 
commit  a  crime.  There  is  no  possible  danger 
to  the  public  peace  by  the  passing  of  this  Act ; 
and  I  think,  in  the  interests  of  justice,  the 
time  has  now  passed  when  any  civilised  legis- 
lator will  consider  that,  if  working-men  should 
combine  together  to  protect  their  own  interests 
in  matters  affecting  themselves,  they  should 
be  put  on  a  different  footing  from  that  occu- 
pied by  members  of  other  sections  of  the  com- 
munity. With  these  few  words,  Sir,  I  beg  to 
move.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND.— I  should  only  like  to  say 
this  :  After  the  masterpiece  of  the  Minister  jof 
Ijabour — the  greatest  work  we  have  had  this 
session,  or  for  five  or  six  sessions — it  seems  a 
strange  thing  that  after  that  Bill,  which  was 

Sung  to  work  peace  for  everybody,  the  first  fol- 
wing  measure  should  be  a  Bill  to  amend  our 
ooDspiracy  laws,  and  to  legalise  picketing  and 
all  the  machinery  necessary  to  carry  on  a  strike. 
Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  not  going  to 
say  anything  on  this  Bill  to-night,  for  I  shall 
defer  what  I  have  to  say  till  it  comes  back 
from  the  Labour  Bills  Committee.  Only  one 
'word  now — that  I  support  the  Bill  very  heartily. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  it  is  an  honest  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Justice  to  amend 
the  law.  With  reference  to  his  explanation 
that  there  will  be  no  fear  of  any  harassment 


of  the  working-people  hereafter,  I  have  to  say 
this:  that  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  a  vast 
amount  of  conspiracy  laws  will  still  be  found 
knocking  about  after  we  have  passed  this  Bill, 
so  much  so  that  I  have  to  inform  him,  at  this 
early  stage,  that  when  the  Bill  comes  before 
the  House  again  I  shall  propose  considerable 
amendments  in  it.  It  contains  only  one  opera- 
tive clause,  which  the  honourable  gentlemazk 
has  told  us  is  precisely  the  same  as  in  the 
English  Act  of  1875.  All  I  have  to  say  further 
in  Uie  meantime  is  this :  My  honourable  friend 
referred  to  the  punishment  of  certain  men  in 
Australia.  That  was  the  thing  that  made  me 
originally  turn  my  attention  to  conspiracy  law. 
A  number  of  working-men  at  Broken  Hill  suf- 
fered long  terms  of  imprisonment  in  the  most 
unrighteous  and  undeserving  way,  I  venture- 
to  say,  through  those  miserable  old  Acts  of 
Parliament  being  raked  up  for  the  purpose  of 
punishing  men  for  the  assertion  of  liberty  of 
speech  and  action.  It  is  a  very  large  order, 
these  conspiracy  laws  of  England;  and  when 
we  have  passed  this  Bill — as  I  believe  we  shall 
do ;  every  reasonable  person  will  be  concerned 
to  have  it  passed — there  will  be  still  a  great 
deal  to  look  after  in  the  way  of  conspiracy,  so 
long  as  the  exceptions  made  in  this  little  Bill 
continue.  You  will  find  riot,  and  unlawful 
assembly,  and  a  great  many  other  things,  which 
have  absolutely  no  meaning  in  this  country,- 
but  which  may  be  made  to  have  a  meaning 
if  unreasonable  men  choose  to  invoke  them  for 
certain  ends. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  have  merely  to  point  out 
to  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Bun- 
edin  City  that  clause  2  is  far  from  being  the 
only  clause  in  the  Bill.  If  clause  3,  with  the 
schedule  attached,  were  not  in  the  Bill  clause  % 
might  as  well  be  thrown  away,  because  unless- 
you  repeal  6  George  IV.,  with  the  offences  men- 
tioned therein,  you  make  perfectly  useless  the 
clause  of  the  Act  that  nobody  shall  become 
guilty  of  conspiracy  for  combining  to  do  an  Act 
which  is  not  a  crime  if  done  by  an  individual ; 
because  all  these  things  are  crimes  if  done  by 
an  individual  under  that  statute,  and  therefore 
still  remain  crimes  if  done  by  a  combination. 
It  is  absolutely  necessary,  therefore,  to  sweep 
away  6  George  IV.  before  you  can  have  a  chance 
of  making  the  2nd  clause  useful.  I  entirely 
acknowledge  that  it  was  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  caused  me  to  look  into  the  matter, 
and  I  thank  him  for  the  kindness  he  has  done 
me,  and  which  I  believe  he  has  done  to  the 
working-men  of  New  Zealand.  I  believe  it  is  a 
very  useful  Act,  and  it  is  quite  right  that  the 
law  should  be  so.  If  men  meet  together  and 
conspire  together  to  put  dynamite  in  the  hold 
of  a  vessel,  to  poison  people,  or  to  pelt  them 
with  stones,  I  think  it  is  quite  right  they 
should  go  to  gaol,  and  I  think  every  respect- 
able unionist  thinks  the  same,  because  they 
know  the  discredit  which  this  sort  of  thing 
brings  upon  the  very  name  of  trade-unionism.- 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes-past 
twelve  o'clock  a.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL, 
Tuesday^  29th  August^  189S. 


First  Beodings— Second  Beading— Third  Beadings— 
Oamaru  Loans  Consolidation  Bill— Fharmaoy 
Bill— Electoral  BUI. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 
Fbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Wanganni  Hospital  Board  Empowering  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Otago    Harbour    Board    Empowering   Bill, 
Rohe  Potae  Investigation  of  Title  Bill. 

OAMARU  LOANS  CONSOLIDATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MAOGREGOR  moved,  That 
this  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  would  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  to  the  manner 
in  which  these  Bills  were  put  on  the  Order 
Paper.  That  particular  Bill  appeared  on  the 
Paper  without  any  previous  notice.  He  saw 
there  was  another  one  brought  up  by  the  Pri- 
vate Bills  Committee  which  he.d  been  reported 
upon,  and  there  was  no  notice  whatever  of  it 
appearing  on  the  Order  Paper,  whereas  the 
■sajne  course  should  have  been  aidopted  in  con- 
nection with  it  as  had  been  adopted  in  con- 
nection with  other  Bills,  and  whoever  had 
-charge  of  that  Bill  should  set  it  down  for 
its  second  or  third  reading  for  a  certain  day. 
One  was  taken  by  surprise  on  seeing  that  Bill 
on  the  Order  Paper  that  day.  The  Bill  itself 
might  be  a  good  Bill,  and,  so  far  as  the  people 
of  Oamaru  were  concerned,  he  thought  the 
Oouncil  could  sympathize  very  much  with  them. 
They  had  brought  in  a  Bill  which  he  did  not 
feel  justified  in  opposing,  but  he  thought  the 
Council  should  know  that  they  were  entering 
upon  legislation  which  might  bring  them  into 
trouble  in  the  future.  The  only  thing  to  be 
said  about  this  Bill  was  that  it  was  a  private 
Bill,  and  might  not  come  within  the  cate- 
-gory  of  the  other  Bills  he  complained  of,  and 
thus  form  a  precedent.  What  he  wished  now 
particularly  to  draw  attention  to  was,  that 
under  the  Municipal  Act  they  had  fixed  the 
maximum  rate  up  to  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Tcwn  of  Oamaru  could  be  rated.  It 
appeared  that  a  clause  had  got  into  the  Act 
of  1886  under  which  it  was  argued  that 
a  Receiver  could  collect  a  rate  up  to  any 
amount  he  wished  to  make  it,  and  that 
was  a  point  in  this  Bill  which  he  thought 
went  outside  what  was  considered  to  be  the 
municipal  law,  and  which  allowed  the  bond- 
holders in  this  case  to  rate  up  to  any  amount 
which  would  pay  5  per  cent,  interest.  That 
was  the  point  in  the  Bill  which  should  be  seen 
to  in  connection  with  the  Municipal  Act,  and 
he  questioned  whether  they  should  not  fix  a 


maximum  amount  under  which  the  Municipal 
Council  could  rate.  No  doubt  the  Council 
had  great  sympathy  with  the  Corporation,  on 
account  of  this  debt  of  £173,000.  £143,000 
of  it  had  been  spent  in  bringing  water  into 
the  Town  of  Oamaru ;  and,  after  they  had  spent 
all  that,  and  had  a  good  supply  of  water,  there 
was  a  sludge-channel  made  above  the  water- 
works; and  the  bottle  he  held  in  his  hand 
contained  a  sample  of  the  water  they  had  paid 
£143,000  for,  and  which  was  served  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Oamaru  at  the  present  time. 
He  would  like  to  know  what  his  prohibition 
friends  would  think  of  such  water  as  that. 
He  thought  something  ought  to  be  done  to 
put  a  stop  to  that  evil,  and  an  endeavour  made 
to  render  what  they  had  spent — the  result  of 
which  was  perfectly  useless  —  of  a  profitable 
character.  He  did  not  feel  justified  in  taking 
any  action  against  this  Bill,  but  he  simply 
wished  to  point  out  what  appeared  to  be  the 
law  under  the  Municipal  Act.  He  was  quite 
sure  that  when  it  was  being  passed  he  never 
intended  it  to  bear  the  construction  put  upon 
it ;  neither  did  most  of  his  honourable  friends 
in  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  that  at  an 
earlier  stage  of  the  Bill  there  had  been  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  general  question,  and  some  of 
them  had  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  alteration  of  the  position  of  the 
debenture-holders  without  their  consent  was  a 
dangerpus  one,  and  that,  however  much  they 
were  convinced  that  the  interests  of  the  deben- 
ture-holders generally  were  conserved  by  this 
Bill,  notwithstanding  that  there  were  no  dis- 
sentients among  the  bondholders  to  the  pro- 
posed arrangement,  the  Legislature  ought  not 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  interfering.  A 
Select  Committee  had  reported  elaborately 
on  the  Bill,  and  they  had  made  a  discovery 
which  was  not  previously  made  in  this  direc- 
tion. They  were  never  led  to  believe,  by  any 
one  before  the  Committee  sat,  that  there  was 
any  active  dissent  from  this  proposal;  bnt 
reference  to  the  report  which  was  since  made 
established  conclusively  that  the  Committee 
had  ascertained  that  there  were  bondholders 
dissenting  from  this  proposal  in  an  active 
manner  to  the  extent  of  £6,900.  It  appeared 
to  him  very  important  that  that  point  should 
not  escape  the  attention  of  honourable  mem- 
bers. The  view  that  he  took  on  an  earlier  oc- 
casion was  greatly  confirmed  and  strengthened 
by  the  discovery  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Committee ;  and  if  this  Bill  passed,  carrying 
with  it  the  principle  of  interference  by  the 
Legislature  in  a  matter  as  between  the  bond- 
holders and  local  bodies  to  whom  the  latter 
owed  money,  they  might  be  entering  upon  a  sea 
of  troubles,  and  he  earnestly  begged  honour- 
able members  to  pause  before  they  placed  upon 
this  colony  such  a  tremendous  responsibility  as 
was  involved  in  the  principle  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  establish. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  did  not  think  that 
the  complaint  of  his  honourable  friend  Mr. 
McLean  respecting  the  order  of  procedure  in 
connection  with  this  Bill  was  justified.    Th^ 
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Bill  was  put  on  the  Order  Paper  in  aooordance 
with  the  usual  procedure  applicable  to  Bills 
of  this  character — namely,  private  Bills.  No 
notice  in  this  case  was  required  to  be  given. 
With  regard  to  the  objection  as  to  the  rating- 
power  under  the  Municipal  Act,  that  could  not 
apply  in  this  instance  at  all,  because  the  rate 
provided  for  by  this  Bill  extended  over  a  large 
district,  of -which  the  municipality  was  only  a 
part. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  it  would 
be  as  well  to  take  the  Bill  into  Gonunittee  of 
the  whole  Council  again  after  the  objections 
that  had  been  raised.     He  had  always  been 

Slven  to  understand  that  the  rate  was  to  be 
mited  to  4s.  in  the  pound,  and  that  a  Receiver 
was  to  be  appointed  to  receive  that  amount. 
He  would  like  to  move.  That  the  Hon,  the 
Speaker  do  leave  the  chair^  and  that  the  Coun- 
cti  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill, 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  make  that  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  thought  they  could 
not  gain  anything  at  all  by  recommitting  the 
Bill,  even  if  it  were  possible  to  do  so.  The 
facts  had  been  set  forth  in  a  very  clear  way 
in  the  special  report  of  the  Committee,  and  it 
was  simply  a  question  for  the  Council  to  decide 
whether  they  should  recognise  the  arrangement 
which  had  been  entered  into  or  not.  It  was 
quite  true  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  had  said 
— ^that  bondholders  representing  six  thousand 
nine  hxmdred  pounds'  worth  of  bonds  did  not 
say  they  opposed  the  measure,  but  they  would 
not  give  a  f oimal  assent ;  and  that  had  been 
made  a  point  of.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
received  notice  in  February  that  application 
was  to  be  made  to  the  Legislature  to  pass  a 
Bill  giving  effect  to  the  agreement,  a  copy  of 
which  was  submitted  to  every  bondholder,  and 
they  did  not  absolutely  oppose  the  proposal. 
On  the  contrary,  both  the  Borough  Council 
and  the  bondholders  said  they  were  per- 
fectly willing  and  anxious  to  have  this  mat- 
ter brought  to  a  head ;  and,  being  a  private 
Bill,  and  not  one  which  could  affect  the  pub- 
lic policy  of  the  colony  in  any  way,  and 
over  nine-tenths  of  the  bondholders  having 
absolutely  agreed,  he  thought  the  Council 
must  recognise  that,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, this  was  the  best  arrangement  that 
could  be  come  to.  He  had  no  interest  at  all 
in  the  matter,  but  he  thought  this  arrange- 
ment would  be  the  means  of  getting  rid  of  a 
very  difficult  and  unpleasant  position. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  said  his  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Bonar  did  not  appear  to  be 
correctly  informed.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  that,  subsequently,  holders  of  bonds 
to  the  value  of  £2,500  had  expressed  their  ap- 
proval of  the  Bill.  Of  the  remaining  £17,000, 
debenture-holders  to  the  value  of  £6,900  had 
intimated  that  they  did  not  consent  to  the 
Bill :  in  other  words,  they  were  dissentients. 
With  regard  to  the  residue,  there  had  been  no 
expression  of  approval  or  disapproval.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  addresses  of  some  of  these 
were  unknown,  so  that  they  had  not  been  in- 
formed of  the  provisions.    It  appeared  to  him 


that  there  was  grave  reason  to  cause  the  Coun- 
cil to  pause  before  finally  dealing  with  a  matter 
of  that  sort,  and  consideration  should  be  given 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  put  into  the  BiU  provisions  which 
would  aUow  of  the  operation  of  such  an 
agreement  as  this,  provided  that  before  it 
was  given  effect  to  tnose  dissentients  might 
be  dealt  with.  In  his  opinion,  if  the  Coun- 
cil passed  such  a  Bill,  it  was  giving  tiie 
sanction  of  the  Legislature  to  a  repudiation  of 
engagements  which  had  been  entered  into 
— a  step  which  ought  not  to  be  taken  with- 
out the  very  gravest  consideration,  and  which 
only  the  very  best  reasons  could  justify.  He 
would  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  in 
order  that  time  might  be  given  to  consider  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR,  on  the  question  of 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  would  like  to 
explain  a  matter  upon  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ormond  had  just  touched.  When  the  Bill 
was  first  introduced,  bondholders  represent- 
ing £154,200  had  already  given  their  distinct 
adherence,  in  accordance  with  the  circular  sent 
to  them  in  February  last.  Since  then  others, 
to  the  extent  of  £2,500,  had  given  their  adher- 
ence as  well ;  so  that  reduced  the  number  un- 
accounted for — £17,100.  In  connection  with 
the  £17,100,  there  were  bondholders  represent- 
ing the  amount  of  £6,900  who  had  declined 
to  give  their  assent,  but  who  had  not  taken 
any  further  steps  whatever.  They  had  noticed 
that  Parliament  was  to  be  applied  to,  and 
that  this  Bill  was  to  be  asked  for.  They  had 
been  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  agreement, 
and  they  had  not  been  represented  in  any  way 
before  Parliament ;  and  therefore,  he  said, 
as  there  had  been  no  attempt  at  opposition,  it 
seemed  to  him  their  action  was  purely  a 
negative  action.  Seeing,  therefore,  that  the 
large  majority  of  the  bondholders  had  given 
their  absolute  assent,  and  the  other  nine-tenths 
had  taken  no  active  steps,  he  thought  thst 
was  a  very  reasonable  ground  for  saying  that 
the  arrangement  provided  for  in  the  Bill  was 
the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  under  the 
circumstances. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said,  as  one  who 
was  connected  with  the  place,  and  was  a  rate- 
payer, he  must  raise  his  voice  against  the  in- 
sinuations of  some  honourable  gentlemen  that 
the  Corporation  of  Oamaru  was  repudiating. 
He  did  not  agree  with  that  at  all.  There  was 
no  repudiation  at  all  so  far  as  the  Corporation 
was  concerned.  They  struggled  for  years  to 
pay  the  interest — 7  per  cent.— and  it  had  caused 
a  great  depreciation  of  the  value  of  property. 
He  thought  it  was  the  ratepayers  who  had  got 
the  grievance.  In  the  first  place,  the  bond- 
holders had  got  an  extension  of  the  term  for 
fourteen  years  of  the  legal  currency  of  their 
debentures,  and  they  were  getting  a  better  se- 
curity than  they  had  hitherto  possessed.  They 
could  only  enforce  the  Is.,  Is.  Sd.,  and  Is.  6d. 
in  the  pound.  What  would  be  the  unfortunate 
position  of  Oamaru?  The  value  of  property 
was  going  down.  The  bondholders  had  power  to 
rate  up  to  20s.  in  the  pound.  Who  had  got  the 
advantage — the  bondholders,  the  leaseholders, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


384 


Pha/rmacy  Bill. 


[COUNCIL.]         Electoral  Bill.         [Aua.  29 


or  the  Corporation?  They  did  not  ask  for 
anything  from  them.  They  were  in  a  very  un- 
fortunate position,  having  constructed  works 
which  were  made  almost  useless  by  the  action 
of  the  Government,  and  which  had  been  con- 
structed for  the  use  of  future  generations. 
They  were  virtually  public  works,  and  ought  to 
be  cared  for  by  the  State.  There  was  no  repu- 
diation whatever  on  the  part  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. The  repudiation  was  on  the  other  side. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  vote  either  for  or 
against  the  Bill ;  but  when  he  heard  insinua- 
tions of  that  kind  he  considered  it  his  duty  to 
stand  up  and  protect  the  interests  and  the 
characters  of  the  ratepayers. 
The  Council  divided. 


Acland  MacGregor  Beynolds 

Bolt  McCullough  Bigg 

Buckley  McLean  Stevens 

Dignan  Montgomery  Swanson 

Grace  Oliver  Whitmore 

Johnston  Ormond  Whyte 

Kelly  Pharazyn  Williams. 

Man  tell 

Nobs,  16. 

Baillie  Jenkinson  Stewart 

Bamicoat  Jennings  Taiaroa 

Bonar  Kerr  Wahawaha 

Feldwick  Pollen  Walker,  L. 

Hart  Bichardson  Walker,  W. 

Holmes 

Majority  for,  6. 
Debate  adjourned. 

PHABMACY  BILL. 

On  the  question,  TJiat  this  BUI  be  now  read 
the  third  timej 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI  moved,  That  the 
Bill  he  recommitted^  in  order  tJiat  the  follotoing 
amendment  might  be  inserted  : — 

"Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in 
any  Act,  every  pharmaceutical  chemist  may 
open  his  shop  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and 
surgical  appliances  to  the  public  between  the 
hours  of  nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  any  Sunday  or  public  holiday,  and  between 
the  hours  of  seven  and  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  any  such  days  as  aforesaid  up  to 
any  day  appointed  under  any  Act  for  the  time 
being  in  force  for  the  dosing  of  shops  in  the 
afternoons  in  any  city,  borough,  or  town  dis- 
trict, and  shall  at  any  time  in  the  aforesaid 
days  respectively  supply  any  medicine  or  surgi- 
cal appliEknees  urgently  required  by  any  person, 
but  ^all  not  open  his  shop  for  such  purpose." 

The  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  insure 
a  certain  amount  of  protection  to  the  public. 
He  had  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  measure, 
but  he  thought  it  was  necessary  that  there 
should  be  some  one  on  the  premises  on  holi- 
days and  Sundays  in  case  of  medicine  or  surgi- 
cal appliances  being  required. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  hoped  the  Council 
would  not  permit  the  Bill  to  be  recommitted 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  amendment.  It 
was  hardly  one  the  Council  could  accept,  and 
there  would  be  an  opportunity  in  another  place 
Hon,  Mr.  Shrimski 


for  making  any  amendments  of  the  kind.  It 
was  not  convenient  to  delay  the  progress  of 
the  Bill  at  this  stage.  The  amendment,  as  he 
understood  it,  would  impose  an  extreme  degree 
of  hardship  upon  persons  in  country  districts, 
particularly  in  the  direction  of  keeping  the 
small  shops  open;  and,  if  difficulties  of  the 
kind  were  imposed  upon  the  proprietors  of  these 
shops,  they  would  be  under  tne  necessity  of 
employing  in  every  case  a  qualified  assistant. 
Difficulties  of  that  nature  would  be  vexatious 
without  compensating  advantages  being  ob- 
tained by  the  public,  apd  might  lead  to  the 
closing  of  the  shops.  The  desire  to  do  business 
simply  would  be  quite  a  sufficient  safeguard* 
If  such  safeguard  were  required,  no  doubt  the 
Pharmacv  Board  would  endeavour  to  give  effect 
to  what  his  honourable  friend  required.  He 
hoped  he  would  withdraw  the  amendment,  and 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Amendment  lost,  and  Bill  read  the  third 
time. 

ELECTOBAL  BILL. 

IN  COMHITTEB. 

Clause  2.— Commencement  of  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKEB  moved.  That 
the  further  consideration  of  the  clause  be  post- 
poned. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Feldwick 

Kelly 

Kerr 


Acland 

Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Bonar 

Buckley 

Dignan 

Grace 

Hart 

Holmes 

Jenkinson 


Ayes,  9. 
McLean 
Bigg 
Shrimski 

Noes,  29. 

Jennings 

Johnston 

ManteU 

MacGregor 

McCullough 

Montgomery 

Oliver 

Ormond 

Pharazyn 

Pollen 


Taiaroa 
Wahawaha. 
Walker,  W.  O. 


Beynolds 

Bichardson 

Stevens 

Stewart 

Swanson 

Walker.  L, 

Whitmore 

Wh}^ 

Williams. 


Majority  against,  20. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  moved.  That  after 
the  word  "  Act,"  in  the  tenth  line,  the  follow- 
ing words  be  inserted,  namely :  "  Provided  that, 
no  woman,  though  duly  registered  as  an  elector^ 
shall  be  capable  of  voting  at  any  election  of  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  until 
the  first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eighth 
hundred  and  ninety-four." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  questioa,. 
**  That  the  words  be  inserted." 

Ayes,  4. 


Kelly 

Shrimski 

Mantell 

Swanson. 

Nobs,  88. 

Acland 

Feldwick 

Johnston 

Bamicoat 

Grace 

Kerr 

Bolt 

Hart 

MacGregor 

Bonar 

Holmes 

McCullough 

Buckley 

Jenkinson 

McLean 

Dignan 

Jonnuun 

Monlsgomecy 
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Oliver  Richardson       Wahaw&ha 

Onnond  Bigg  Walker,  L. 

Pharazyn  Stevens  Walker,  W.  G. 

Pollen  Stewart  Whitmore 

Bejrnolds  Taiaroa  Williams. 

Majority  against,  29. 

Amendment  lost. 

Clause  3. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  moved  to 
insert  the  words,  **  *  Absent  voter '  means  any 
elector  who  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  he 
will  be  absent  from  the  electoral  district  where 
he  is  registered  on  the  day  of  election,"  after 
the  word  "  requires,"  in  line  4. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
''That  the  words  be  inserted." 


Ayes,  18. 

Bonar 

Mantell 

Swanson 

Feldwiok 

McLean 

Taiaroa 

Grace 

Reynolds 

Wahawaba 

Hart 

Richardson 

Walker,  L. 

Holmes 

Shrimski 

Walker,  W.  C 

Keir 

Whitmore. 

Noes,  19. 

Acland 

Johnston 

Ormond 

Bamicoat 

Kelly 

Pharazyn 

Bolt 

MacGregor 

Pollen 

Buckley 

MoGuUough 

Stevens 

Dignan 

Montgomery 

Stewart 

Jenkinson 

Oliver 

Williams. 

Jennings 

Majority  against,  1. 

Amendment  lost. 

Progress  reported. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  29th  August,  1893. 

First  BeadingB— Niramona  Pinl  Land-grants  Bill— 
Mokibinui  and  Lyell  Auriferous  Country— Small- 
birds  Nuisance— Pupil-teachers— Kaihu  Railway 
Timber-trucks  —  Temuka  Park  —  Local  Bodies' 
Boadworks— Bills  affectinK  Local  Bodies— Jordan 
Ford  Bridge— Otaki  Scboolbouse— "Captain" 
Kerr— Pukekobe  Constable's  House— Irnnsand— 
Agricultural  Journal— Nine-mile  Ferry-Westport 
Telepbone— Electoral  Bolls- Post-offlce  Lady 
Offidals— Railway  Employes— Tbursday  Sittings 
—Babbit-pest- Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control 
Bill-Bating  Bill. 

Mr.  Sfeaxeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Boads  Validation  Bill,  Noxious  Weeds  (No.  2) 
BiU. 

NIRAMONA  PINI  LAND-GRANTS  BILL. 
Mr.  MITGHELSON,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  an  exact 
copy  of  a  Bill  prepared  hy  Mr.  Gadman  last 
year,  and  that  honourable  gentleman  had  in- 
tended introducing  this  measure  as  a  Govern- 
ment Bill ;  but  Mr.  Speaker  had  decided,  and,  he 
thought,  rightly,  that  it  was  a  private  Bill,  and, 

VOL.  LXXXL-e5. 


as  the  Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills  had 
not  been  complied  with,  the  Bill  had  been  post- 
poned until  this  session.  Although  the  BiU  had 
Deen  upon  the  Order  Paper  for  a  considerable 
time,  tne  reason  why  the  second  reading  had 
not  been  moved  before  now  was  that  the 
Government  could  not  see  their  way  to  assist 
him  in  the  passage  of  the  Bill,  inasmtich  as  the 
Thermal  Springs  Act  prohibited  private  persons 
from  holding  a  freehold.  He  might  say,  how- 
ever, that  he  had  several  interviews  with  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  and  had  received  his  con- 
sent to  allow  the  Bill  to  pass  conditionally  upon 
its  being  so  amended  when  before  the  Private 
Bills  Committee  as  to  enable  Mrs.  Graham  to 
hand  over  the  freehold  right  to  the  Grown, 
when  the  Government  would  transfer  to  her  a 
perpetual  lease  in  lieu  thereof.  The  Bill  pro- 
posed to  give  effect  to  the  will  of  Niramona  Pini, 
as  executed  on  the  8th  August,  1881.  The  title 
to  the  piece  of  land  had  beensidjudicated  upon 
by  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  an  order  was 
issued  in  favour  of  Niramona  Pini  on  the  20th 
of  July,  1881 ;  but  as  the  Land  Transfer  title 
had  not  been  issued  until  the  26th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1883,  nearly  two  years  after  the  Thermal 
Springs  Act  came  into  force,  and  although  the 
title  had  been  antevested,  the  District  Land 
Registrar  refused  to  register  the  title  to  the 
land.  The  will  had  been  proved,  and  probate 
had  been  issued  in  Mrs.  Graham's  favour  by 
the  Supreme  Court.  The  House  was  now 
asked  to  pass  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill 
simply  as  an  act  of  justice.  As  it  was  never 
contemplated  when  the  Thermal  Springs  Act 
was  passed  that  its  effect  should  be  retrospec- 
tive, and  Ebs  this  was  the  only  piece  of  land  in 
the  district  that  was  in  this  position,  and  as 
it  was  proposed  that  the  State  should  acquire 
the  freehold  of  this  land,  there  could  be  no 
serious  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  Bill. 
Therefore  he  begged  to  move  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  understood  from  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  said  that  there  was 
no  other  land  in  the  district  in  a  similar  posi- 
tion to  this.  When  the  Bill  was  in  Committee 
he  would  have  certain  amendments  to  propose, 
as  he  understood  there  was  other  land  in  a 
similar  position,  and  he  would  endeavour  to  get 
that  land  included  in  this  Bill.  He  believed 
that  the  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  and  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  had  given  decisions 
in  this  matter,  and  had  stated  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Thermal  Springs  Act  being  in 
force  in  that  district,  there  was  no  legal  right 
to  will  property  away.  He  had  no  objection  to 
the  Bill  being  read  a  second  time,  but  when  it 
was  in  Committee  he  would  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  moving  amendments  in  the  direction 
he  had  indicated. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MOKIHINUI  AND  LYELL  AURIFEROUS 
COUNTRY. 
Mr.  O'CONOR  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  he  will  this  year  provide  for  render- 
ing the  auriferous  country  at  the  head  of  the 
Mokihinui  River,  and  between  that  river  and 
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Lyell,  accessible  to  miners  and  others  ?  As  the 
Minister  knew,  this  was  a  very  large  district 
Imown  t;o  be  auriferous,  and  he  thought  if  it 
were  opened  up  it  would  prove  to  be  a  resource 
of  great  value  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  were 
doing  their  best  to  render  the  country  acces- 
sible. What  the  question  meant  was  twenty 
miles  of  road,  and  the  expenditure  of  £12,000. 
The  matter  would  be  considered  by  the  Go- 
vernment. 

SMALL-BIRDS  NUISANCE. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  intends  making  any  provision 
during  the  present  session  of  Parliament  for 
the  compulsory  simultaneous  action  by  local 
bodies  for  the  abating  of  the  small-  birds 
nuisance  ?  He  would  point  out  that  the  local 
bodies  were  expected  to  deal  with  the  question. 
They  had  certain  powers  under  the  existing 
law,'  but  there  was  no  provision  that  he  was 
aware  of  for  compelling  them  to  act  simul- 
taneously so  as  to  bring  about  some  effectual 
remedy  of  the  nuisance.  He  thought  that  the 
Government  should  either  take  the  matter  over 
altogether,  or  else  have  the  power  to  issue  a 
Proclamation  calling  upon  the  local  bodies  to 
act  simultaneously  during  certain  seasons  of 
the  year.  One  local  body  might  expend  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  and  effect  a  great  deal 
of  good  in  its  own  district,  but  if  the  adjoining 
local  bodies  did  not  act  at  the  same  time  the 
whole  thing  would  be  ineffectual. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  understood  to  say 
that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  send  out  any  circular  this  year.  One 
had  been  sent  out  last  year,  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  local  bodies  had  not  acted  in  so 
satisfactory  a  manner  as  they  should  have 
done.  He  .was  afraid  the  local  bodies  were  not 
doing  their  duty,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
Government  did  not  see  how  they  could  do 
anything  at  the  present  time. 

PUPIL-TEACflERS. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  afiked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, — (1.)  If  he  does  not  consider  it  desirable 
that  there  should  be  a  system  of  annual  ex- 
amination questions  for  pupil-teachers  on  the 
same  principle  as  at  present  provided  for  the 
teachers*  and  Civil  Service  examinations,  with 
the  view  of  having  a  uniform  system  of  ex- 
amination, and  thereby  removing  the  anomalies 
that  exist  in  our  present  system ;  and,  if  so,  will 
the  Minister  give  effect  to  this  in  time  for  the 
next  annual  examination  ?  (2.)  If  the  Minister 
will  modify  the  pupil-teachers'  syllabus,  either 
by  diminishing  the  number  of  subjects  ^re- 
scribed,  or  by  lowering  the  standard  require- 
ments for  a  pass,  as  the  present  demands  on  our 
young  teachers  are  excessive,  and  calculated 
to  permanently  injure  their  health?  As  the 
Minister  was  aware,  at  the  present  time  Boards 
of  Education  had  very  large  discretionary 
powers  in  dealing  with  the  pupil-teachers' 
syllabus,  and  that  power,  to  a  large  extent, 
was  relegated  to  Inspectors  and  Secretaries  of 
Mr,  O'Conor 


the  various  Boards.  It  had  oome  under  his 
notice  that  in  the  case  of  several  Boards  the 
officials  set  a  very  high  value  on  the  pupil- 
teachers*  syllabus,  and  were  therefore  exact- 
ing in  their  requirements.  This  was  the  case 
in  regard  to  the  Otago,  North  Canterbury,  and 
Wanganui  Education  Boards ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  found  that  the  Inspectors 
connected  with  the  Westland  and  Taranaki 
Boards  took  a  moderate  view  of  the  syllabus 
requirements.  In  consequence,  there  was  no 
umformity  whatever  in  the  examinations.  In 
one  education  district  the  pupil-teachers  were 
allowed  to  pass  easily,  while  in  another  district 
the  examinations  were  so  difficult  that  many 
of  them  were  plucked.  It  had  come  under  his  . 
notice  that  pupil-teachers  who  failed  in  pass- 
ing the  fourth-year  pupil-teachers*  examina- 
tion had  immediately  afterwards  gone  up  for  a 
teacher's  certificate,  and  succeeded  in  passing 
all  the  subjects  required  to  take  out  an  E  cer- 
tificate. He  wished,  therefore,  to  draw  the 
Minister's  attention  to  the  matter,  and  he 
would  suggest  that  the  same  plan  should  be 
adopted  with  reference  to  pupil-teachers*  ex- 
aminations as  was  adopted  for  the  examination 
of  school-teachers.  In  regard  to  the  second 
part  of  this  question,  it  was  a  fact  that  their 
young  teachers  went  to  school  about  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  had  an  hour's  pre- 
paration, commenced  work  at  nine,  continued 
until  twelve,  began  again  at  one,  and  went  on 
until  three ;  then  had  to  stop  an  hour  to  help 
backward  scholars.  Then  they  were  subject  to 
an  hour's  teaching,  and  had  generally  to  take 
home  a  number  of  scholars'  examination-papers 
and  school  work,  which  they  had  to  examine, 
correct,  and  assess  the  value  of,  and  in  addi- 
tion had  to  prepare  their  own  work.  Alto- 
gether this  amounted  to  about  ten  hours'  work 
for  five  days  in  the  week.  It  might  be  said 
they  were  at  liberty  on  Saturday ;  oat  in  Can- 
terbury, at  any  rate,  many  pupil-teachers  took 
advantage  of  the  trains  to  go  to  Christohurch 
and  attend  college  lectures.  He  thought,  there- 
fore, that  at  the  present  time  pupil- teachers 
were  excessively  overworked. 

Mr.  REEVES  did  not  know  whether  he  had 
a  right  to  reply  to  the  full,  explicit,  and  interest- 
ing speech  delivered  by  his  honourable  friend, 
but,  if  he  had,  he  would  not  exercise  it,  out  of 
regard  to  the  feelings  of  honourable  members. 
Although  the  honourable  gentleman  had  spoken 
rather  at  length,  he  was  bound  to  say  he  agreed 
with  most  of  what  he  had  said.  He  wished  to 
put  on  record  his  opinion,  and  that  of  the 
department,  that  the  requirements  exacted  by 
most  of  the  Education  Boards  were  excessive, 
especially  in  the  matter  of  requiring  too  many 
subjects  in  one  year  in  a  pupil-teachers'  ex- 
amination. Some  six  years  ago  a  much  more 
reasonable  regulation  was  drawn  up,  and  hfkd 
that  been  adopted  by  all  the  Boards  he  did  not 
think  there  would  have  been  much  complaint 
at  the  present  time.  But,  unfortunately,  only 
the  Grey  and  Wellington  Boards  had  adopted 
it.  He  would  do  his  tiest  to  see  whether 
he  could  get  the  Boards  to  modify  the  regula- 
tions. 
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KAIHU  RAILWAY  TIMBER-TRUCKS. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  place  a  sufficient  sum  on  the 
estimates  to  provide  timber-trucks  on  the  Kaihu 
Railway  ?  In  asking  the  question,  Mr.  Hous- 
ton was  understood  to  say  that  the  trucks  in 
use  at  the  present  time  were  utterly  unfit  to 
carry  the  kmd  of  timber  that  was  required  to 
be  carried.  There  were  large  kauri  bushes  at 
the  head  of  this  railway-line,  and  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  suitable  trucks  should  be 
provided  in  order  to  meet  the  wants  of  this 
important  district.  If  they  were  provided,  large 
quantities  of  this  valuable  timber  would  be 
brought  down,  and  this  would  afford  employ- 
ment to  a  great  many  men.  He  hoped  that 
the  Government  would  comply  with  this  very 
recksonable  request,  and  thus  encourage  this 
important  industry  in  the  North. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  understood  to  say  that 
the  matter  had  been  brought  under  his  notice 
some  time  ago,  and  an  application  had  been 
made  for  trucks  for  this  purpose.  The  matter 
had  been  represented  to  the  Commissioners, 
and  inquiry  was  made,  and  it  was  found  that 
tencks  were  available  on  the  Auckland  line, 
where  the  timber  trade  was  dull,  and  the 
Commissioners  promised  to  send  some  of  the 
trucks  up  to  the  Kaihu  Railway.  He  would 
ask  them  again,  on  the  representations  made 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  to  transfer  the 
tracks  so  as  to  meet  requirements. 

TEMUKA  PARK. 
.  Mr.  RHODES  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  he  has  yet  received  a  report  on  the 
petition  from  Temuka  and  Arowhenua  con- 
cemiog  the  Temuka  Park  ?  Some  six  or  seven 
months  ago  he  had  presented  a  petition  to 
Ministers,  signed  by  a  large  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district,  asking  for  a  certain 
inquiry.  But  nothing  had  been  done  so  far. 
He  was  continually  having  communications 
from  the  inhabitants  there,  and  he  would  like 
to  kbow  whether  the  Minister  would  have 
something  done.  The  committee  there  met 
the  other  day;  and  he  would  read  an  extract 
from  the  letter  to  him.    It  was  as  follows : — 

**  Perhaps  you  are  not  aware  that  no  steps 
have  yet  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  wishes 
expressed  in  a  numerously-signed  petition,  for- 
wuded  to  you  last  session,  for  presentation  to 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  with  a  view  to  render 
the  Temuka  Park  Board  an  elective  body. 
The  last  communication  received  on  the  sub- 
ject was  from  Mr.  Marchant,  about  two  months 
ago,  stating  that  he  would  shortly  visit  Te- 
muka and  inquire  into  the  matter.  We  wish 
to  dxaw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  we 
have  heard  nothing  further  concerning  this 
ma<^  -  aggrieved  question ;  and  that  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  at  a  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee, held  yesterday,  the  28rd  instant,  that 
yoa  be  immediately  communicated  with,  ex- 
pxeesing  the  general  feeling  of  what  seems  to 
nave  been  a  most  unw^rantable  delay  in  carry- 
ing oQt  the  wishes  explessed  in  so  numerously 
signed  a  petition." 

He  hoped,  if  the  department  was  too  busy  to 


go  into  the  matter,  the  Minister  would  sen 
some  other  person,  so  as  to  have  the  question 
settled,  as  there  was  a  great  deal  of  local  feel- 
ing on  the  matter. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  a  report  had  been 
ordered. 

Mr.  RHODES  said  the  reason  why  he  wished 
some  one  to  be  sent  down  was  that  there  was 
a  strong  local  feeling  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  bethought  the  Com- 
missioner  of  Crown  Lands  in  the  Canterbury 
District  would  be  able  to  report,  and  he  did  not 
suppose  that  officer  had  any  feeling  on  the 
matter. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  ROADWORKS. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  the  Government,  In 
the  event  of  grants  being  given  for  roadworks, 
if  they  will  arrange  that  the  local  bodies  in- 
trusted with  its  expenditure  may  be  able  to 
commence  work  in  the  spring,  and  not,  as  at 
present,  in  the  beginning  of  winter  ?  He  asked 
the  question  from  a  sense  of  its  great  import- 
ance to  local  bodies.  At  present  the  local 
bodies  often  had  to  undertake  the  works,  for 
which  grants  were  given,  in  the  beginning  of 
winter,  when,  as  a  general  rule,  the  money  w€is 
actually  wasted.  The  rains  of  winter  often 
destroyed  works  commenced  at  a  late  period 
of  the  season.  The  Minister  would  confer  a 
great  benefit  on  the  local  bodies  if  he  could 
arrange  that  moneys  voted  to  local  bodies 
might  be  spent  in  the  beginning  of  the  spring. 
He  trusted  the  Government  would  give  a 
favourable  reply  to  this  important  Question. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  roads  estimates 
were  usually  passed  by  the  House  in  the  month 
of  September;  then  arrangements  had  to  be 
made  as  to  the  works  first  to  be  undertaken. 
Surveys  had  to  be  made,  and  for  some  of  the 
works  the  season  might  be  well  advanced  before 
actual  formation  could  be  commenced.  The 
expenditure  must  be  spread  over  the  year  as 
nearly  as  possible  in  equal  monthly  instal- 
ments. Practically,  work  was  carried  on  all 
the  year  round  ;  but  the  most  economical  way 
was  to  do  the  greatest  quantity  in  summer, 
and  that  was  done  whenever  practicable. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.— I  refer  to  grants  to  local 
bodies,  which  have  the  expenditure  of  these 
grants. 

BILLS  AFFECTING  LOCAL  BODIES. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Premier,  To  explain  why 
he  has  refused  to  furnish  Mr.  T.  F.  Martin,  as 
secretary  to  the  Municipal  Association  of  New 
Zealand,  with  copies  of  Bills  afiecting  local 
bodies.  The  question  was  almost  unnecessary, 
inasmuch  as  correspondence  had  passed  be- 
tween the  Premier  aoid  Mr.  Martin  on  the  sub- 
ject. But  he  had  put  the  question  with  the 
view  of  inducing  the  honourable  gentleman, 
if  he  could,  to  reconsider  his  decision  in  the 
matter.  Mr.  Martin  was  secretary  of  what 
was  called  the  Municipal  Association,  and  as 
such  he  represented,  he  thought,  some  seventy 
or  eighty  Borough  Councils  and  local  bodies. 
In  addition  to  being  secretary,  he  was  a  lawyer, 
and  on  getting  these  Bills  it  was  a  part  of  his 
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duties  to  advise  the  local  bodies  on  the  issues 
therein  contained.  It  would  be  a  great  con- 
yenience  indeed  if  that  gentleman  could  be 
supplied  with  copies  of  the  Bills — perhaps  not 
so  many  as  asked  for — and  it  would  also  be  of 
considerable  interest  to  the  local  bodies.  For 
these  reasons,  he  trusted  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  reconsider  the  decision  he 
had  already  come  to.  It  was  quite  true  that 
members  of  Parliament  had  generally  sent  such 
Bills  down  to  the  local  bodies.  Sometimes 
they  had  not  done  so,  and  sometimes  they  were 
sent  too  late  for  consideration  by  the  local  au- 
thorities. At  any  rate,  if  the  Bills  were  sup- 
plied to  Mr.  Martin,  as  requested,  they  would 
be  sure  to  reach  their  proper  destination,  with 
advice  to  the  local  bodies,  which  he,  as  a 
lawyer,  was  qualified  to  give.  He  hoped  the 
Minister  would  give  him  a  favourable  answer. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  a  very  large  question 
was  involved  here  with  regard  to  Bills  and 
parliamentary  papers  being  sent  to  any  one, 
unless  the  usual  custom  was  followed.  So  laige 
a  number  of  Bills  were  requested  by  Mr. 
Martin  to  be  supplied  to  him  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  see  their  way  to  grant  the 
request.  If  the  boroughs  of  the  colony  were  to 
have  a  representative  to  whom  Bills  and  par- 
liamentary papers  were  to  be  transmitted,  why 
should  not  the  counties  aild  the  Boad  Boards  ? 
— and  if  each  local  authority  was  to  have  an 
agent  in  Wellington  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tributing Bills,  then  it  meant  a  very  heavy 
expenditure  in  printing;  and  it  was  taking 
away  from  honourable  members  that  which 
had  always  obtained — namely,  the  members' 
privilege  of  obtaining  Bills  and  sending  them 
to  the  local  bodies  in  their  districts.  He  did 
not  know  what  Mr.  Martin  had  to  do  with 
the  Bills  which  he  had  requested  should  be 
sent  to  him,  as  they  did  not  all  afiect  Borough 
Councils,  and  he  did  not  see  by  what  right  he 
should  be  supplied  with  the  number  of  Bills 
he  had  asked  for. 

Mr.  FISH  would  point  out  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  whole  of  the  Bills  except 
one  affected  local  bodies. 

JORDAN  FORD  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  BUIGK  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  instruct  an  engineer  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  to  make  a  report  on 
the  best  site  for,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of, 
a  traffic-bridge  over  the  Awatere  River  at  the 
Jordan  Ford  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  the  first  time  one  of 
the  Government  engineers  went  over  to  Blen- 
heim he  would  ask  him  to  make  a  report  as 
to  the  best  site  for  constructing  this  trafiic- 
bridge. 

OTAKI  SCHOOLHOUSE. 
^;r.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, If  the  Government  will  assist  the  Wel- 
lington Education  Board  by  way  of  a  special 
grant,  so  that  the  Board  may  speedily  rebuild 
the  schoolhouse  in  Otaki,  to  replace  the  one 
which  was  burnt  last  week  ? 
Mr.  REEVES  said  this  was  a  matter  of 
Mr,  Fish 


underwriting,  and  was  independent  of  the 
buildings  vote.  The  Board  had  been  informed 
that  they  would  receive  an  amo^int  equal  to 
the  value  put  upon  the  school  and  furniture  in 
their  return  of  the  estimated  value  of  their 
school-buildings. 

"  CAPTAIN  "  KERR. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
What  has  been  done  with  reference  to  the  case 
of  '*  Captain  "  Kerr,  of  the  Salvation  Army,  who 
was  sentenced  to  a  fine  of  £3,  or  one  month's 
hard  labour,  for  playing  a  cornet  in  the  streets 
of  Milton?  He  might  say  that  on  Saturday 
morning  last  he  had  the  honour  to  present  a 
petition  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  on 
this  case,  and  he  trusted  the  Minister  would 
see  that  that  would  have  the  efiect  of  liberating 
this  unfortunate  man,  who  had  been  imprisoned 
for  simply  doing  his  duty  from  his  religious 
point  of  view. 

Mr.  REEVES  was  not  prepared  to  admit 
ofihand,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  asked 
him  to  do,  that  the  honourable  gentleman's 
action  in  presenting  a  certain  petition  on 
Saturday  morning  had  had  the  efiectof  causing 
this  unfortunate  man  to  be  released  from  gaoL 
The  man  had  not  been  in  gaol,  was  not  in  gaol 
then,  and  might  not  go  to  gaol  at  all.  Bat, 
apart  altogether  from  the  action  of  his  honour- 
able friend  in  presenting  a  petition,  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  had  sent  to  the  Resident 
Magistrate  to  ask  him  for  a  report  on  the  caset 
and  when  that  report  was  received  the  Govern- 
ment would  consider  what  steps  they  would 
take  in  regard  to  the  sentence  passed  upon  the  * 
man. 

PUKEKOHE  CONSTABLE'S  HOUSE. 
Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Minister  of  Justioe, 
— (1.)  If  he  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
procuring  a  permanent  piece  of  land  at  Puke- 
kohe  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  house  there- 
on as  a  residence  for  the  local  constable  ? 
(2.)  If  he  is  aware  that  such  a  piece  of  land 
can  now  be  obtained  on  very  favourable  terms 
adjoining  the  present  Courthouse  and  look-up  ? 
He  desired  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  tlukt 
the  present  Courthouse  and  lock-up  stood  upon 
a  quarter-acre  of  land,  whilst  the  house  in 
which  the  constable  resided  was  a  considerable 
distance  away  from  the  Courthouse  and  lock- 
up, and  on  occasions  when  there  were  several 
prisoners  in  the  lock-up  he  had  simply  to  stand 
on  guard  all  night  at  the  lock-up.  The  house 
the  constable  was  living  in  was  in  a  most 
dilapidated  condition.  Daylight  could  be  seen 
through  it ;  and  how  he  and  his  wife  had  got  on 
during  the  winter  he  (Mr.  Hamlin)  was  at  a 
loss  to  know,  but  he  felt  assured,  if  there  were 
not  a  number  of  tarpaulins  over  it,  he  must 
have  been  swamped  out.  There  was  a  piece 
of  land  adjoining  the  Courthouse  and  look-up 
which  the  Government  had  been  advised  to 
purchase,  and  he  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Minister  to  the  fact  that  a  new  residence 
for  the  constable  mightiFbe  erected  on  this 
land. 

Mr.  REEVES  did  not  think  it  would  be 
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necesscbry  to  obtain  a  piece  of  land,  because 
there  was  a  Government  reserve  adjoining  the 
lock-up,  and  he  believed  there  was  sufficient 
space  on  it  for  the  erection  of  a  police-station. 
He  would  be  veiy  happy  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  qnestion  of  erecting  a  station  there. 

IRONSAND. 
Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  obtain  a  report  from  the  Government 
officer  in  Auckland  who  had  charge  of  the 
smelting  operations  when  the  New  Zealand 
ironsand  was  worked  ^p  into  the  patent  com- 

Sound  of  E.  Metcalf  Smith  and  smelted  to  say 
istinotly  if  any  scrap-iron  was  used,  or  ore,  or 
was  it  compound  only  ;  and  to  report  if  the 
iron  produced  was  of  a  first-class  character,  fit 
for  all  the  higher  classes  of  blacksmi thing  and 
engineering  purposes,  equal  or  superior  to  the 
best  Swedish  or  otherwise  ? 

Mr.  SEBDON  said  there  was  no  scrap-iron  or 
other  ore  used  in  the  ironsand  worked  up  into 
the  compound  of  E.  Metcalf  Smith.  It  was 
pure  and  unadulterated,  and  the  iron  produced 
was  of  first-class  quality,  and  equal  to  the 
best  European  iron. 

AGRICULTURAL   JOURNAL. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, Whether  it  is  his  intention  to  take  steps 
for  the  purpose  of  issuing  periodically  a  journal 
or  other  publication  by  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment, providing  information  of  value  and 
interest  to  the  agricultural  community,  and 
similar  to  publications  issued  by  the  Agricul- 
tural Departments  in  Sydney,  Brisbane,  and 
other  places?  He  stated  that  much  useful 
information  on  agricultural  matters  came  to 
this  Government,  in  publications  issued  by 
the  Australian  Governments  and  that  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  not  accessible  to  the 
l^eneral  public,  but  which  would  be  very  vaJu- 
able  to  the  farming  community.  Also,  the 
Government  was  able,  through  its  officers  in 
different  parts  of  the  colony,  to  collect  informa- 
tion Ebs  to  the  condition  of  crops,  spread  of 
pests,  disease  in  stock,  and  its  treatment,  and 
many  other  subjects  of  importance  to  farmers. 
In  several  of  the  Australian  Colonies  such 
information  was  disseminated  by  an  official 
journal  or  other  periodical  publication  issued 
by  the  Grovemmont  of  the  colony.  The  Minis- 
ter of  Agriculture  had  been  urged  to  adopt  the 
same  course  in  New  Zealand,  and,  on  behalf 
of  the  farming  community,  he  (Sir  J.  Hall) 
hoped  the  Minister  would  see  his  way  to  act 
Upon  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  question  was 
entirely  one  of  means.  If  the  House  found 
means  for  the  purpose  of  doing  this  work, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  such  a 
journal  issued  as  the  honourable  gentleman  re- 
ferred to.  The  department  had  done  a  great 
deal  of  work  in  the  issuing  of  pamphlets  and  so 
forth,  but  the  issuing  of  such  a  journal  would 
require  an  extra  staff  to  what  the  depart- 
ment had  at  the  present  time  of  experts,  who 
would  beable  to  put  in  form  such  information 
418  would  be  valuable.    They  had  not  got  those 


experts  in  the  colony.  In  the  colonies  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to  they  had 
experts  for  the  purpose,  and  paid  them  very 
high  salaries.  The  matter  had  been  under 
consideration,  and,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knew,  they  had  been  in  communication 
with  the  Canterbury  society  with  the  object 
of  trying  to  get  there  a  journal  issued  for  the 
colony,  but  they  had  not  been  able  to  make 
satisfactory  arrangements.  However,  they 
were  quite  willing  to  open  up  fresh  correspond- 
ence on  the  subject.  If  the  secretary  to  the 
Canterbury  society  were  living  in  Wellington 
he  did  not  think  there  would  be  very  much 
difficulty  in  getting  this  done ;  but  the  fact  of 
his  being  so  far  distant  from  Wellington  made 
it  very  difficult  to  arrange  for  the  issue  of  the 
journal.  At  any  rate,  the  subject  was  receiv- 
ing the  consideration  of  himself  and  his  col- 
leagues, and  he  hoped  that  before  long  they 
might  be  able  to  make  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments in  regard  to  the  matter. 

NINE-MILE  PERRY-WESTPORT 
TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  asked  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, If  he  will  establish  telephone  communica- 
tion between  the  Nine-mile  Ferry  and  West- 
port,  to  obviate  the  inconvenience  resulting  to 
passengers  by  coach  and  the  travelling  public 
from  the  stoppage  of  traffic  by  floods  in  the 
BuUer  River  ?  It  might  be  well  for  him  to  say 
that  at  present,  very  frequently,  people  came 
down  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  before  they 
knew  whether  the  river  was  fordable  or  not, 
and  when  they  arrived  they  found  the  river  in 
flood,  and  they  had  to  go  back— an  occurrence 
that  necessitated  very  great  hardship  on  people 
on  foot,  or  on  horseback,  and  travellers  by  coa*ch. 
This  could  be  prevented  by  having  telephonic 
communication  established  with  Westport.  He 
thought  the  telegraph-lines  passed  the  place, 
and  telephonic  connection  might  easily  be 
made  at  little  expense,  so  that  a  message 
could  be  sent  up  and  down  the  river  to  let 
the  people  know  exactly  the  state  of  the  cross- 
ing. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  a  case  that  deserved 
consideration,  and  he  would  give  instructions  to 
have  it  done. 

ELECTORAL  ROLLS. 
Mr.  O'CONOR  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  he  will  instruct  local  Postmasters  through- 
out the  colony  to  report  to  the  Registrar  of 
Electors  the  names  that  appear  to  them  im- 
properly upon  the  roll  of  their  electoral  dis- 
tricts? He  thought,  in  the  interest  of  the 
whole  colony,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  take  some  action  in  this  matter.  He 
was  informed  by  several  Postmasters  both  in 
his  district  and  outside  his  district  that  the 
electoral  rolls  were  not  complete  as  regarded 
persons  living  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the 
names  of  persons  were  still  on  the  roll  though 
they  had  left  the  district.  If  the  Postmaster- 
General  would  instruct  the  local  Postmasters 
to  give  information  to  the  Registrar  it  would 
lead  to  the  purging  of  the  rolls  in  a  very  effeci- 
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taaJ   and   satisfactory   manner   all   over  the 
colony. 

Mr.  WARD  did  not  think  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  agree  to  this.  It  would  impose  a 
large  amount  of  work  on  the  Postmasters,  and, 
in  addition,  would  bring  them  into  conflict 
with  the  people  in  the  localities.  While  it 
was  desirable  that  every  information  possible 
should  be  imparted  to  the  people  through 
the  Post  Office,  he  did  not  think  it  advisable 
to  ask  Postmasters  to  discharge  the  duties 
indicated  in  this  question. 

POST-OFFICE  LADY  OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  LAWRY  asked  the  Postmaster-GeneraJ, 
If  he  will  grant  to  the  young  ladies  in  the  Gene- 
ral Post-offices  in  the  colony  the  same  nimiber 
of  holidays  as  the  young  ladies  in  the  Telephone 
Department  obtain  ? 

Mr.  WARD  did  not  know  what  young  ladies 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to.  He 
might,  however,  say  that  the  young  women 
in  the  Accountant's  Department  of  the  Post 
Office  received  the  same  holidays  as  those  in 
the  Telephone  Exchange.  The  holidays  allowed 
were  a  fortnight  a  year.  There  was,  however, 
an  exception  made  in  the  case  of  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  Auckland  Telephone  Exchange. 
He  might  say  that  was  the  only  case  where  a 
young  woman  was  in  charge  of  a  Telephone 
Exchange  in  the  colony,  and,  as  she  was  an 
old  servant,  and  had  very  responsible  duties, 
she  received  a  month's  holiday.  Of  course, 
it  was  a  question  whether  the  whole  of  the 
women  in  the  department  should  receive  such 
extended  holidays,  and  at  present  he  did  not 
think  they  should. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN,  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  Premier  do  lay  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  in  complete  form  the 
names  and  grades  and  amounts  due  to  each 
employ^  entitled  to  compensation  as  retiring- 
allowance,  who  were  in  the  railway  employ  on 
the  Government  railways  prior  to  the  Com- 
missioners taking  charge  of  suoh  railways;  and 
the  names  and  dates  and  amounts  paid  over  as 
compensation  since  the  Railway  Commissioners 
took  office. 

THURSDAY  SITTINGS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session  Government  business 
take  precedence  at  half-past  seven  p.m.  on 
Thursdays. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  that  in  this 
connection  the  Premier  might  have  notified 
that  some  opportunity  would  be  given  to  bring 
forward  locsJ  Bills. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  did  not  touch  local 
Bills.  With  regard  to  local  Bills,  there  were 
always  some  that  were  absolutely  required,  and 
assistance  was  given  by  the  Government  to  get 
them  through.  The  usual  courtesy  would  be 
extended  to  Bills  of  that  class. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  suggested  that  the 
course  adopted  some  years  ago  should  be  fol- 
lowed, and  the  Bills  referred  to  a  Committee,  to 
Mr,  0*C(mor 


reconunend  the  Bills  that  were  necessary  to  ffo 
through,  and  which,  perhaps,  did  not  include 
any  very  debatable  points. 

Mr.  FISH  seud  that  the  question  considered 
by  the  Committee  was  not  whether  the  Bills 
contained  debatable  matter  or  not ;  but  the 
Bills  that  were  opposed,  and  that  were  so  noti- 
fied to  the  Committee,  were  placed  at  the 
bottom  of  the  list. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  there  was  another  class 
of  Bills  necessary— the  Bills  brought  forward 
by  private  members.  One  or  two  of  these  Bills 
had  passed  the  Upper  House.  He  might  in- 
stance the  Pharmacy  fBUl.  He  hoped  the 
Premier  would  offer  facilities  for  passing  those 
Bills. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  trusted  the  Premier  would 
tell  them  what  he  really  meant  to  do  with  re- 
gard to  the  congested  state  of  the  Order  Papec. 
They  had  already  eighty- six  Bills  on  the  Order 
Paper,  and  they  were  still  coming.  They  had 
just  got  the  Noxious  Weeds  Bill  No.  2,  and 
Bills  were  coming  down  every  day.  It  was  time 
they  knew  really  what  business  they  were  going 
to  be  called  upon  to  take  in  hand.  It  was 
utterly  impossible  for  members  to  know  what 
business  to  get  up  before  coming  to  the  House, 
when  there  was  such  a  mass  of  stuff  in  their 
file  of  papers.  It  was  entirely  impossible  to 
make  themselves  masters  of  anything  but  a 
very  small  proportion  of  it ;  and  at  this  stage 
of  the  session,  when  every  day  was  taken  for 
Government  business,  they  ought  to  know  what 
they  were  expected  to  do. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  would  like  to  ask  whether  the 
Premier  would  not  extend  the  same  courtesy  to 
Bills  that  were  not  local  Bills,  but  that  were  of 
more  importance  than  msmy  of  the  local  Bills. 

Mr.  WILLIS  hoped  the  course  suggested  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  would  be 
adopted.  There  was  one  Bill  relating  to  his 
own  district  which  was  not  likely  to  be  opposed. 
It  was  a  question  of  the  Natives  preventing 
works  going  on  on  the  Wanganui  River,  which 
works  were  an  absolute  necessity,  because 
another  steamer  was  to  be  placed  on  the  river 
to  open  up  the  traffic  connecting  with  the  main 
road,  and  if  the  Bill  was  not  passed  the  ownec 
of  the  steamer  absolutely  refused  to  order  the 
other  boat.  The  Natives  had  shown  a  good 
deal  of  disposition  to  stop  the  work  on  the  river, 
and  this  Bill  was  simply  brought  forward  so  as 
to  get  the  river  opened  for  traffic. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  course  that  had  been 
suggested  with  regard  to  local  Bills  by  the 
honourable  member  foe  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish)  was  correct.  When  a  certain  number  of 
honourable  members  signified  to  the  Committee 
their  intention  of  opposing  certain  Bills  these 
were  put  lower  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  the  Bills 
that  were  not  opposed  were  formally  passed. 
However,  it  seemed  scarcely  fair  to  leave  it  In 
the  hands  of  two  or  three  honourable  membezs 
to  object  to  a  Bill  going  through,  and  he 
thought  there  would  be  an  opportunitv  later  on 
of  going  on  with  the  necessary  local  Bills.SfAt 
the  request  of  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere,  who  had  been  acting  in  the  absenoe 
of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,,  he  had  notified 
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to  the  House  the  course  of  busineBS,  and,  if 
they  looked  at  the  Order  Paper,  they  would 
see  that  it  was  in  accordance  with  what  he  had 
told  the  House.  He  would  like  to  see  honour- 
able members,  figuratively  speaking,  take  their 
coats  off  and  go  to  work,  so  that  they  might  get 
some  Bills  passed.  Some  of  the  Bills  had  been 
before  Parliament  for  several  sessions,  and,  if 
legislation  was  required  in  the  interests  of  the 
oountry,  honourable  members  should  face  it, 
and,  if  they  aisagreed  with  the  policy  of  the 
measures,  toe  proper  course  was  not  to  block 
the  Bills,  but  to  go  into  Committee  upon  them 
and  there  amend  them,  so  as  to  make  them  as 
perfect  as  possible.  So  far,  honourable  mem- 
bers had  not  shown  that  desire  to  work  that  he 
would  like  to  see. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  objected  that  this  was, 
in  reply,  bringing  in  new  controversial  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  not  been  allowed 
to  complete  his  sentence.  He  did  not  mean 
that  they  had  not  worked,  but  that,  so  far  as 
the  passing  of  the  Bills  was  concerned,  they 
had  not  passed  many.  At  all  events,  he  hoped 
that  they  would  do  good  work  during  the  pre- 
flent  week,  and  at  the  end  of  it  he  would  make 
a  statement  as  to  what  Bills  the  Government 
intended  going  on  with. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

RABBIT-PEST. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  all  matters 
referring  to  the  rabbit  nuisance  be  referred  to 
the  Agricultural,  Pastoral,  and  Stock  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  wished  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  give  some  intimation  to  the 
House  of  what  he  proposed  to  do  with  regard 
to  the  spread  of  the  rabbit-pest  in  South  Can- 
terbury. He  lived  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  the  reports  he  heard  of  the  spread  of  the 
pest  were  very  alarming.  He  ventured  to 
think  that  the  administration  of  the  lands  was 
to  a  large  extent  responsible  for  the  spread  of 
the  rabbits. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— No. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  thought  he  was  notwrons 
in  stating  that  the  way  in  which  the  land  had 
been  cut  up  and  distributed  had  tended  to  a 
large  extent  to  allow  of  the  spread  of  the  pest. 
But,  whether  that  was  so  or  not,  he  would  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  allay  the  strong 
feeling  there  was  in  that  part  of  the  oountry  by 
stating  that  he  was  going  to  grapple  with  this 
cUffioulty  in  some  practical  way,  oecause  there 
was  no  doubt  that  the  last  two  seasons  had 
been  very  bad  seasons  for  the  spread  of  rabbits, 
m  consequence  of  the  dry  weather,  and  that  the 
rabbits  were  coming  over  now  country.  His 
own  belief  was  that  the  productive  power  of  a 
huge  tract  of  country  beginning  at  the  Wai- 
taki  and  spreading  up  the  back  country  would 
be  largely  decreased.  He  hoped  the  Minister 
of  Agricmtore  would  not  allow  this  session  to 
pass  withont  asking  authority,  which  he  was 
sure  the  House  would  give  him,  to  deal  with 
this  question  in  a  thorough  and  efficient 
maimer. 


Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  not  present  the  other  day  when 
he  (Mr.  McKenzie),  went  fully  into  this  matter 
of  tne  spread  of  the  rabbit-pest  in  South  Can- 
terbury. He  had  stated  then  that  the  rabbits 
had  crossed  the  boundary  on  which  the  fence 
was  erected  before  the  erection  of  the  fence. 
The  people  were  warned  time  after  time  that 
they  must  take  every  precaution  and  care  to 
keep  down  the  rabbits.  The  Government 
were  aooused  of  all  sorts  of  things  in  the 
leading  articles  in  South  Canterbury  papers. 
One  leader  had  been  sent  to  him  the  other 
day  in  which  there  was  not  a  word  of 
truth  from  beginning  to  end.  They  were 
accused  of  taking  men  away  ^m  there,  in 
face  of  the  fact  that  an  extra  Inspector  had 
been  sent  to  the  district.  And  the  greatest 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Inspectors  doing 
their  duty  was  caused  by  these  very  men 
who  told  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the 
rabbit-pest  was  spreading.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  made  inquiries  at  the  department 
he  would  find  that  tne  very  men  who  had  bean 
crying  out  about  getting  local  control  over  the 
rabbits  had  been  in  Court  time  after  time  fox 
having  rabbits  themselves.  In  place  of  assist- 
ing the  Inspector  to  do  his  duty,  they  neglected 
their  duty.  There  was  a  case  which  was 
brought  before  them  the  other  day,  in  which  a 
man  was  concerned  who  held  a  large  area  of 
country — some  twenty  or  twenty- two  thou- 
sand acres — ^and  who  made  the  greatest  pos- 
sible noise  about  the  rabbits;  yet,  when  the 
Inspector  went  to  this  man's  place,  he  found 
that  he  had  only  two  men  and  a  boy  on  that 
large  area  of  country  to  do  the  work.  The 
only  thing  the  Government  could  do  was  to 
enforce  the  law  and  make  these  people  do  their 
duty.  He  was  going  to  do  that,  and  then  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  hear  from  these 
people  of  how  arbitrary  and  wrong-headed  the 
Minister  of  Lands  was,  because  he  was  doinc 
his  duty.  The  honourable  gentleman  accused 
the  land-administration  of  being  responsible  for 
the  spread  of  rabbits  in  South  Canterbury.  It 
was  nothing  of  the  sort.  The  land-administra- 
tion of  the  Gbvemment  had  been  to  break  up 
these  large  runs,  which  had  been  the  great 
feeders  for  rabbits  in  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, and  he  contended  that  if  they  put  five  or 
six  small  sheep-farmers  on  land  thiat  had  been 
occupied  before  by  simply  a  station-manager 
and  two  shepherds,  there  was  a  better  chance  of 
keeping  down  the  rabbits  than  before.  That 
was  exactly  what  was  being  done,  and  what 
had  been  done,  with  legaxA  to  the  oountry 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  spoke  of :  so 
that,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  said  that 
the  administration  of  the  Lands  Depcbrtment 
had  been  the  cause  of  the  increase  of  the 
rabbits  in  South  Canterbur7  he  would  say  that 
there  Was  not  one  tittle  of  truth  in  the  state- 
ment. The  Committee  had  taken  considerable 
evidence  on  this  subject,  and  could  take  more. 
He  could  get  them  reports  from  competent 
officers,  who  would  show  beyond  a  doubt  that 
the  very  men  who  made  the  greatest  noiae 
were  the  greatest  sinners  themselves ;  and  not 
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only  that,  bat  they  had  got  up  a  plot  with  the 
yiew  of  getting  down  the  rents  in  the  district, 
and  they  were  making  the  rabbit  nuisance  an 
excuse  for  getting  the  rents  reduced.  They  bad 
applied  to  the  Canterbury  Land  Board  for  a 
reduction  in  their  rents,  and  on  each  occasion 
they  had  been  told  that  they  must  carry  out 
their  contract.  No  doubt  the  rabbits  were 
going  to  be  made  a  stalking-horse  of  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  the  rents  reduced.  He 
would  take  care  that  instructions  were  issued 
that  the  rabbit-pest  should  be  put  down  in 
South  Canterbury,  if  the  law  at  the  present 
time  was  such  as  enabled  that  to  be  done. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS  SALE  CONTROL 
BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move,  That  this  Bill  be 
recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
amendments  set  forth  in  Order  Papers  Nos.  29 
and  81.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  each  of 
the  separate  clauses.  The  Bill  has  been  care- 
fully gone  through,  and  it  has  been  found  that 
certain  amendments  are  necessary.  For  in- 
stance, "  The  Regulation  of  Elections  Act, 
1881,"  is  mentioned  in  the  Bill,  and  we  were 
•advised  that  under  the  Interpretation  Act, 
notwithstanding  that  Act  has  been  repealed, 
it  will  cover  it.  The  honourable  member  for 
Manukau  raised  the  question,  and  on  going 
into  it  I  found  that  this  is  not  an  amendment 
of  the  Regulation  of  Elections  Act — that  it  is 
a  measure  dealing  with  another  subject — and 
that  that  section  of  the  Interpretation  Act 
will  not  apply ;  and  therefore  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  put  in  clearly  and  explicitly  that  the 
formation  of  these  rolls  shall  not  be  as  provided 
by  "  The  Regulation  of  Elections  Act,  1881," 
but  under  any  electoral  laws  for  the  time  being 
in  force.  I  do  not  think  I  need  go  into  all 
of  the  amendments,  but  when  the  Bill  is  in 
Committee  I  will  explain  them  as  we  come  to 
them. 

Mr.  SWAN. — Before  this  Bill  goes  into  Com- 
mittee I  wish  to  say  that  I  shsdl,  in  Com- 
mittee, move  to  strike  out  clause  19.  I  may 
here  sav  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  it.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  a  serious  interference  with  use- 
ful institutions — institutions  which  are  doing  a 
very  great  deal  of  good.  I  more  particularlv 
refer  to  bond  fide  working-men's  clubs— insti- 
tutions that  are  doing,  socially  Eknd  intellec- 
tually, a  great  deal  of  useful  work.  I  refer  to 
what  may  be  called  a  model  club— that  is,  our 
Napier  Working-men's  Club,  which  possesses  a 
membership  of  about  eight  hundred.  They 
have  a  reference  and  circulating  library  of 
over  four  thousand  volumes,  which  is  open  to 
members  and  members'  wives  and  children. 
They  have  also  a  lecture-hall  and  a  concert- 
hall,  where  lectures  are  periodicaJly  given,  and 
where  free  entertainments  are  also  given.  I 
say  that  institutions  of  this  kind  ought  not  to 
be  hampered  or  harassed  by  the  same  provi- 
sions as  licensed  houses  are  subject  to.  I  may 
further  state  that,  id^ough  I  voted  on  the  last 
occasion  for  this  clause,  I  did  so  through  inad- 
vertence, and  under  misconception.  I  have 
Jfr.  /.  McKensis 


always  been  against  this  clause,  and  shall 
strive  my  utmost  to  have  it  expunged  alto- 
gether. I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House,  but  I  do  hope — although  I  fear  that  it 
is  rather  hoping  in  vam— that  this  obnoxioos 
clause  will  be  struck  out  altogether. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  propose  to  add  to 
the  proposal  of  the  Premier  the  words,  "and 
for  the  consideration  of  amendments  on  Sup- 
plementary Order  Paper  No.  28."  Will  the 
Premier  assent  to  that  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  no  objection  to  15a.. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Then,  I  shall  move 
the  amendments  separately.  I  move  to  re- 
commit clause  15  for  the  purpose  of  striking 
out  subclauses  ^8)  and  (4|,  and  the  proviso  at 
the  end  of  the  clause,  witn  the  view  of  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  the  provisions  set  out  on 
Supplemental^  Order  Paper  No.  28,  with  the 
corrections  I  nave  noted  thereon.  If  the  Go- 
vernment object,  I  caimot  hope,  of  course,  that 
this  will  be  carried,  but  I  will  take  the  oppor- 
tunity, just  in  two  or  three  words,  to  point  oat 
the  objects  of  the  proposed  amendment.  By 
getting  rid  of  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  the 
clause  we  should  relieve  subclauses  (1)  and  (2), 
which  deal  with  the  question  of  continuing  the 
number  of  licensed  houses  as  at  present,  and 
the  question  of  reducing  the  number,  from  the 
rider  as  to  one-half  being  necessary  to  vote, 
and  thus  leave  the  carrying  of  these  questions 
to  an  absolute  majority  of  those  actually 
voting;  and  by  the  amendment  proposed  in 
subclause  (8)  we  should  substitute  for  three- 
fifths,  the  total  number  of  votes  recorded  as 
necessary  to  carry  prohibition,  a  majority  of 
those  on  the  roll;  and  should  further  require 
that  the  Committee  shall  distribute  over  a 
three  years'  term  the  extinguishment  of  the 
licenses  in  a  district,  so  as  to  mitigate  the 
severity  of  the  change.  A  sudden  change,  I 
think,  would  not  be  desirable  in  the  interests 
of  property  or  of  good  government.  I  do  not 
purpose  saying  any  more  on  the  subject  at  pre- 
sent, but  beg  to  move  the  amendment  standing 
in  my  name. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  question 
be  so  added." 


Ayes,  22, 

Allen 

Eapa 
Lake 

Taipua 

Duthie 

Tanner 

Earnshaw 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Wilson 

Fergus 
Hall 

Meredith 
Moore 

Wright. 

Hall-Jones 

Newman 

Tellers. 

Hutchison, 

W.  Pinkerton 

Hutchison,  Gt 

Joyce 

Saunders 
Noes,  37. 

Mills,  J. 

Blake 

Fraser 

McLean 

Buchanan 

Hogg 

Mills,  C.  H. 

Buckland 

Houston 

O'Conor 

Cadman 

Kelly,  J. 

Palmer 

Camcross 

Kelly,  W. 
Mackintosh 

Reeves 

Carroll 

Rhodes 

Duncan 

McGtowan 

Rolleston 

Fish 

McKenzie,  J. 

Russell 
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SoDdford 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  W.  G. 
Swan 


Taylor  Willis. 

Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T.  Tellers, 

Valentine  Baick 

Ward  Lawry. 


Paibs. 
For,  Against 

Bruce  McGuire 

HEtfkness  Dawson 

Mackenzie,  M.  J".  S.    Guionesa 
Bichardson  Parata 

Stout.  Mitchelson. 

Majority  against,  15. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  beg  now  to  propose 
that  the  new  clause  on  Supplementary  Order 
Paper  No.  28  be  added. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  accept  that  amendment ; 
otherwise  there  is  no  provision  made  in  the 
Bill  for  giving  the  second  vote  on  the  question 
of  whether  there  are  to  be  any  licenses  granted 
or  not. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  recommitted 
to  consider  the  amendments  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  Seddon  on  Supplementary  Order  Paper 
Nos.  29  and  81,  and  in  the  hame  of  Mr. 
G.  Hutchison  on  Supplementary  Order  Paper 
No.  28, 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said,— I  wish  to  propose 
this  amendment,  emd  if  the  Premier  does  not 
accept  it  I  am  not  going  to  divide  the  House 
upon  it.  At  the  same  time  I  think  it  is  an 
amendment  which  will  commend  itself  to  every 
member  of  the  House.  It  is  as  follows :  **  The 
provisions  of  any  Act  giving  shop-assistants  a 
half -holiday  shall  apply,  mutatis  mutandis, 
to  publichouses,  the  assistants  in  which  shall 
have  a  half-holiday  simultemeously  with  shop- 
assistants." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  accept  that  amend- 
ment. I  think  notice  ought  to  have  been  given 
of  it.  It  is  a  surprise  upon  members.  It  is  a 
very  important  amendment,  and  is  a  proper 
clause  for  the  Shop-hours  Bill,  and  would  be 
out  of  place  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  think  the  honour- 
able  member  did  well  in  moving  this  amend- 
ment, and  I  hope  he  will  take  a  division  of  the 
House  upon  this  important  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Endeavour,  if  you  like,  to 
put  it  in  the  Shop-hours  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  think  we  are  not 
sure  that  that  Bill  is  going  to  become  law.  We 
have  the  "twelve  apostles"  in  the  Upper 
House,  and  we  are  not  quite  so  sure  that  the 
Bill  will  become  law. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  think,  Sir 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh,  do  please  let  us  get  on 
with  the  Bill ! 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Sit  down. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  what  he 
means  by  saying,  **  Sit  down."  I  will  not  stand 
any  of  your  impertinence. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  must  withdraw  that 
«zpre8sion. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Then,  Sir,  I  ask  you  to  ask 


the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  to  with- 
draw what  he  said  in  telling  me  to  sit  down. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
made  no  remark  of  the  kind  so  far  as  I  heard. 
I  understood  that  it  was  the  Premier  who  re- 
quested the  honourable  member  to  sit  down. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  must  say  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  is  correct.  I 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu 
did  say,  "Sit  down."  It  is  a  misunderstand- 
ing. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Then,  I  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu,  did  he  not  tell  me  to 
sit  down?  I  am  not  going  to  be  bounced  in 
that  way  at  all.  I  only  meant  to  say  two  or 
three  words,  and  to  intimate  that  this  is  a 
proper  amendment  to  go  into  the  Shop-hours 
Bill,  and  if  it  does  I  shall  support  it. 

Mr.  FERGUS.- It  is  perfectly  true  that 
when  the  Premier  interrupted  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  told  him,  "  Oh,  don't !  don't  I  " 
I  said,  "  Sit  down."  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  sit  down  a  great  deal  more  than 
he  does  it  would  be  good  for  himself,  and  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  House  and  the  country ;  but 
he  takes  it  into  his  head  to  get  up  upon  every 
occasion,  and  make  an  exhibition  of  the  New 
Zealand  Parliament  to  the  world. 

Hon.  Mbmbees.- Order,  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man must  withdraw  those  words. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— I  do  withdraw  them,  of 
course.  I  always  bow  to  your  ruling.  Some- 
times the  honourable  gentleman  gets  the 
House  in  a  most  laughable  mood  and  we 
cannot  get  on  with  the  work.  That  is  what 
I  meant,  when  the  Premier  wanted  to  get  the 
Bill  into  Committee  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
I  simply  echoed  what  the  Premier  said,  "  Oh  1 
sit  down." 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  very  glad  of 
the  expression  of  opinion  which  has  been  given 
with  regard  to  my  proposed  amendment,  and 
I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  adding  it  to  the 
Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Bill.  I  will  there- 
fore withdraw  it. 

Leave  to  withdraw  the  amendment  refused. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Pre- 
mier whether  he  will  include  the  whole  of 
clause  3a  for  recommittal.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  other  night  it  was  held 
that  the  action  on  the  part  of  the  Premier 
was  wrong  in  this  matter.  It  would  involve 
two  rolls.  I  wish  to  know  if  it  is  competent 
for  us  to  amend  any  part  of  that  clause,  be- 
cause it  will  have  to  be  amended  to  make 
sense  of  it  where  there  is  no  sense  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  will  take  some  little  time 
to  discuss  the  matter.  I  will  therefore  accept 
the  recommittal  of  the  whole  of  clause  3a. 

Mr.  MOORE. — I  would  suggest  that  we 
should  recommit  clause  6,  in  order  to  strike 
out  the  proviso  in  subsection  ^5),  which  reads 
as  follows :  "  A  Committee  shall  be  deemed  not 
to  have  been  eleated  in  any  case  where  the 
whole  number  of  such  Committee  is  not 
elected."  The  Governor  has  power  to  appoint 
when  a  Committee  has  not  been  elected,  and 
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this  subsection  simply  means  that,  in  case  a 
sufficient  number  ol  Committeemen  were  not 
elected,  the  Governor  would  have  to  appoint 
the  whole  nine.  I  think  that,  on  the  face  of 
it,  this  is  absurd,  and  that,  in  such  a  ca«e  as  I 
have  mentioned,  it  should  merely  be  provided 
that  the  Governor  should  have  power  to  ap- 
point the  number  of  committeemen  that  were 
required  to  make  up  the  necessary  number. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  the  course  generally 
followed  at  present,  and  I  do  not  see  that  there 
would  be  any  difficulty. 

Mr.  MOOBE.— Then,  I  ask  that  this  clause 
be  recommitted,  so  that  it  may  be  provided 
that  the  Governor  shall  appoint  in  case  an  in- 
sufficient number  is  elected.  It  is  quite  clear 
that  under  the  Bill  as  it  stands  the  Governor 
has  power  to  appoint  the  whole  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  case  of  such  a  difficulty  as  I  have 
indicated,  instead  of  merely  filling  up  the  va- 
cancies. I  think  we  should  therefore  recommit 
the  clause,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  intention 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  see  no  necessity  to  re- 
commit that  section.  It  has  been  very  fully 
considered.  If  the  County  Council  of  a  district 
was  to  divide  the  county  into  ridings,  and  there 
was  to  be  a  member  elected  to  represent  each 
riding,  this  difficulty  would  be  met ;  but  there 
must,  as  the  Bill  stands,  be  nine  candidates 
or  it  will  be  no  election.  If  there  be  not  a 
proper  complement  of  candidates,  then  there 
will  be  no  election.  There  must  be  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  candidates  to  fill  up  the  seats. 
Under  the  present  Licensing  Act  the  Gk>vernor 
takes  this  power,  and  gazettes  the  names  of 
persons  to  fill  up  the  vacancies.  However,  I 
will  consider  the  matter,  and,  if  necessary, 
afford  an  opportunity  for  its  further  considera- 
tion by  honourable  members.  I  do  not  think 
we  need  recommit  the  Bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  O'CONOE.— Should  I  be  in  order  in  ask- 
ing that  the  proposed  new  clause  in  Supple- 
mentary Order  Paper  No.  80  be  included  with 
those  which  are  to  he  dealt  with  in  Committee  ? 
In  clause  18  of  the  Bill  we  have  provided  that 
if  the  license  is  taken  away  the  loss  shall  fall 
entirely  on  the  landlord,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  quite  unfair  it  should  be  so.  All 
that  my  proposed  new  clause  provides  is  that, 
in  case  of  a  conviction  for  a  breach  of  the  Act 
being  indorsed  upon  the  license,  then  the  lajid- 
lord,  the  owner  of  the  property,  may  protect 
his  property  and  cancel  the  lease  held  by  the 
offending  lessee.  If  something  of  the  kind  is 
not  done  it  will  leave  men  who  have  property 
in  hotels  at  the  mercy  of  any  unscrupulous 
tenant  who  may  take  it  into  his  head  to  try 
to  levy  blackmail  upon  the  owner,  by  threaten- 
ing to  so  conduct  the  business  as  to  endanger 
the  license,  and,  if  the  owner  will  not  submit, 
the  license  may  be  taken  away  through  the 
lessee's  fault.  The  proposal  contained  in  the 
new  clause  is  that,  in  case  a  conviction  is 
indorsed  upon  the  license,  the  landlord  or 
owner  of  the  property  sh^U  have  it  at  his 
option  to  terminate  the  lease.  It  is  a  very  fair 
proposal,  and  will  have  the  effect  of  protecting 
persons  who  have  hotels  and  have  leased  them 
Mr.  Moore 


to  other  persons.    I  beg  to  move,  therefore,  That 
this  proposed  new  clause  be  included. 

Mr.  FISH. — There  may  be  one  objection  to 
that,  and  perhaps  a  serious  one.  It  is  this :  If 
the  law  remains  as  it  is  it  becomes  incumbent 
on  the  part  of  the  owner  of  the  property  to  see 
that  he  gets  a  respectable  man  as  tenant. 
Now,  if  this  S8kfeguard  to  him  is  inserted  in  the 
Act,  he  may  plsbce  his  house  temporarily  in  the 
hands  of  a  hireling,  or  he  may  oe  induced  to 
accept  a  mem  as  tenant  without  taking  care 
to  see  that  he  has  as  good  a  character  as  he 
ought  to  have,  and,  if  he  finds  by  the  operation 
of  this  clause  he  can  get  rid  of  his  tenant  at  any 
moment,  I  think  it  would  be  a  rather  serious 
thing.  I  do  not  object  to  the  clause  going  into 
Committee,  but  I  do  not  say  that  I  will  sup- 
port it. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— I  am  quite  willing  that  it 
should  be  restricted  merely  to  those  tenancies 
which  have  been  created  previous  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  may  say  there  is  a  great 
danger  in  this  clause.  What  honourable  mem- 
bers desire  is  to  make  the  owners  of  licensed 
premises  responsible  to  a  much  greater  extent 
than  they  have  been  in  the  past.  Now,  this 
proposed  new  clause  would  simply  mean  that 
a  tenant  might,  until  detected,  carry  on  his 
house  in  a  very  disorderly  way.  He  might 
be  convicted  once  or  twice ;  and  as  soon  as  the 
second  conviction  is  recorded  on  the  license 
the  landlord  would  give  him  notice  of  the  ter- 
mination of  the  lease,  and  would  get  another 
tenant.  That  is  practically  what  has  been 
done  in  the  past. 

Mr.  BHODES.  —  Three  convictions  would 
upset  the  license. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  landlord  would  not  ran 
the  chance  of  three  convictions.  He  might 
allow  the  tenant  to  continue  in  occupation 
until  two  convictions  had  been  recorded,  but 
he  would  not  risk  the  third.  It  is  always  a 
rule  in  all  hotel  licenses  that  the  landlord 
reserves  to  himself  the  right,  if  the  tenant  is 
not  conducting  the  house  as  it  ought  to  be  con- 
ducted, of  declaring  the  lease  Void  and  re-enter- 
ing. That  is  always  one  of  the  conditions  of 
the  lease. 

Mr.  BHODES.— The  Premier  does  not  seenk 
to  see  that  it  does  not  matter  which  tenant 
makes  the  breach.  If  even  a  different  tenant 
from  those  previously  convicted  makes  a 
third  breach  the  license  has  then  to  go  alto- 
gether. The  landlord  is  not  relieved  of  the 
responsibility,  when  two  breaches  have  been 
committed,  by  getting  rid  of  the  lessee  who  has 
committed  those  breaches  of  the  law.  If  a 
third  breach  is  committed,  the  Ucenae  is  abso- 
lutely taken  away. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— -I  trust  the  Premier  wfll 
stand  firm  to  this  clause  of  the  Bill.  The  pro- 
posal introduced  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Heathcote  seems  to  go  to  the  root  of  the 
evil,  and  makes  the  owner  of  the  property,  the 
person  who  reaps  the  fruits  of  the  system  in 
exorbitant  rents,  really  responsible.  No  donbt 
the  degradation  to  a  class  of  houses  arises 
mainly  from  those  houses  being  let  to  tenants 
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who  have  very  little  to  lose,  aoid  who  are  pre- 
pared to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  law  by  Belling 
all  the  diink  they  con,  and  when  at  last  a  con- 
▼iotion  is  recorded  against  them  such  a  tenant 
is  simply  turned  out  and  another  put  in.  That 
has  thrown  discredit  on  the  whole  trade,  and 
it  is  far  better  that  the  landlords  should  be 
responsible  for  the  good  conduct  of  their  houses 
and  for  the  good  conduct  of  their  tenants.  I 
hope  that  the  House  will  not  trifle  with  this 
question.  It  is  an  important  step  in  advance, 
the  one  step  which  commends  the  Bill  to  me, 
and  gives  me  hope  that  it  will  tend  to  promote 
the  cause  of  temperance.  I  hope,  therefore, 
the  Premier  will  not  agree  to  the  proposal  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer. 

Mr.  TANNER.— I  believe  the  amendment 
contained  in  this  clause  proposed  to  be  intro- 
duced by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bnller  will  be  found  undesirable,  and  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  clauses  that  could  possibly 
be  inserted  in  the  Bill.  It  seems  to  me  to 
reverse  the  whole  principle  of  what  should  be  a 
good  Licensing  BUI.  I  do  not  say  that  it  re- 
verses the  principle  of  this  Bill,  because  I  am 
not  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  Batisfsbctory  measure, 
but,  at  any  rate,  this  would  be  an  extremely 
dangerous  addition,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  re- 
sisted by  honourable  members. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  really  do  not  see  the  objec- 
tion to  this  clause.  It  is  perfectly  justifiable 
to  make  the  licensee  responsible  for  the  good 
conduct  of  the  house,  just  as  much  as  the 
owner,  and,  if  the  licensee  breaks  the  law,  the 
owner  ought  to  have  the  power  to  say,  **  I  will 
have  a  good  tenant."  That  is  just  what  we 
have  been  doing,  and  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  not  be  the  case  here.  We  do  not  get 
over  clause  16  of  the  Bill  by  this.  If  the 
licenfie  is  indorsed  with  three  convictions,  then 
the  license  itself  goes.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  clause  ought  to  be  put  in. 

Mr.  J.  MILLS. — I  think  this  provision  will 
lead  to  the  owner  of  the  hotel  protecting  him- 
self in  the  conditions  of  the  lease.  He  will 
make  it  a  condition  that  if  a  conviction  is 
indorsed  upon  the  license  the  lease  shall  ter- 
minate. I  think  we  should  throw  some  of  the 
zesponsibility  on  the  proprietor — the  same 
responsibility  that  he  has  at  the  present  time. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH.— I  wish  to  move,  That  the 
7th  smbsection  of  clause  10  be  reconsidered, 
for  the  purpose  of  striking  it  out. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  *'That 
subsection  (7)  of  clause  10  be  reconsidered." 
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Bnick 
Bamshaw 
Fiaher 
Hall-Jones 
Hntohison,  W. 
Jo3roe 
Kelly,  W. 

Blake 
Boohanan 


Ayes,  21. 
Lake 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Moore 
Newman 
Palmer 
Pinkerton 
Saunders 

Noes,  36. 
Buckland 
Oamcross 


Taipua 
Tanner 
Willis 
Wright. 

TeUen. 
Meredith 
Sandlord. 


OarroU 
Duncan 


Fish                   McLean 

Swan 

Fraser               Mills,  0.  H. 

Taylor 

Hutchison,  G.  Mills,  J. 

Thompson,  T. 

Kellv,  W.          Rhodes 
Mackintosh       BusseU 

Ward: 

Tellers, 

MoGowan          Seddon 

Hogg 

McEenzie,  J.     Smith,  E.  M.     Lawry. 

Paibs. 

For, 

Agaimt 

Bruce 

McOuire 

Harkness 

Dawson 

Mitchelson 

Fergus 

Parata 

Richardson 

Stout. 

Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 

Majority  against,  5. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  move.  That  clause  15  be 
recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the 
latter  portion  of  subsection  (4).  Under  that 
clause,  in  taking  a  vote  for  tne  reduction  of 
licenses,  or  keeping  them  as  they  are,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  of  the  people  on  the  roll  is 
required.  I  desire  that  it  should  be  a  majority 
only  of  those  who  vote. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  move  to  recommit 
the  whole  of  clause  19.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  persons  who  frequent  clubs  and  take 
their  meals  at  them  who  are  not  techniceJly 
boarders,  although  they  practically  are  so.  And 
there  is  another  point  which,  I  think,  may 
lead  to  confusion.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  pos- 
sible to  treat  many  clubs  as  hotels,  for  this 
reason :  that  the  club  is  the  private  property 
of  the  members,  and  each  member  has  a  righc 
to  say  that  he  is  living  in  his  own  house,  and 
consequently  at  liberty  to  do  as  he  chooses 
therein. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
clause  19  be  recommitted,  for  the  purpose 
only  of  making  the  amendment  contflAued  on 
the  Supplementary  Order  Paper." 
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Paibs. 


For, 
Bruce 
Harkness 
Mitchelson 
Parata 
Stout. 


Against 
MoGuire 
Dawson 
Eapa 

Bichardson 
Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 


Majority  for,  21. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  SANDFORD.— -I  move,  That  clause  19 
be  recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
lines  5  and  6. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  have  no  objection  to  allow 
that  to  go.  A  large  number  of  members  have 
represented  to  me  that  they  want  to  reconsider 
this  question. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— What  is  this  question? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  question  o£  closing  the 
clubs  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  0'CX)NOR.— I  hope  the  House  will  not 
agree  to  this,  because  it  is  simply  a  proposal  to 
idlow  one  class  of  persons  to  sell  without  being 
bound  down  to  certain  hours,  while  another 
class  are.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  perfectly  unjust 
to  say  that  any  club  in  the  colony  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  keep  open  on  Sundays  for  the  sale  of 
liquor,  and  it  is  atrocious  that  the  publichouses 
should  be  closed  throughout  the  country  on 
Sundays  and  on  other  days  at  certain  specified 
hours,  while  clubs  are  allowed  to  retail  liquor 
at  all  hours  and  on  Sundays.  It  is  not  for  the 
good  of  those  who  frequent  these  clubs,  and  it 
is  certainly  to  the  injury  of  the  public.  Regu- 
lations for  the  control  of  the  sale  of  liquor  in 
publichouses  are  made  in  the  interests  of  the 
memy,  and  it  is  to  the  interests  equally  of  the 
persons  who  frequent  these  clubs  that  the 
clubs  should  be  regulated  in  a  similar  manner. 
There  are  hotels  in  the  colony  as  well  con- 
ducted as  any  clubs  are,  and  yet  they  are  sub- 
jected to  these  restrictions.  A  great  many  of  the 
clubs  in  this  colony  have  not  even  the  excuse 
that  they  are  selling  to  a  boarder  or  a  person 
staying  in  the  house.  The  business  consists 
entirely  of  the  sale  of  grog  and  the  amusements 
connected  with  it.  Is  it  right  to  give  them 
this  privilege,  in  face  of  the  great  strictness 
which  is  shown  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
publichouses  ?  If  the  House  consents  to  this 
it  will  be  passing  legislation  of  the  worst  class. 
I  shall  be  tempted  to  go  against  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill  if  such  a  thing  as  this  is 
done. 

Mr.  FISH.— It  is  amazing  to  me  to  hear 
a  gentleman  who  is  presumably  possessed  of 
common-sense  make  such  remarks  as  have 
just  fallen  from  the  honourable  member  for 
the  BuUer.  In  what  respect  can  clubs  be 
likened  to  publichouses?  The  honourable 
gentleman  knows  that  in  one  case  liquor  can 
be  supplied  to  any  one  who  comes  within  the 
doors,  but  in  the  case  of  clubs  no  one  can  get 
served  there  except  members  of  the  club,  or 
intimate  friends,  and  even  then  only  at  the 
expense  of  their  member  friends.  There  is  no 
parallel  between  the  two  cases  at  all.  I  con- 
sider nothing  can  be  gained  by  attempting  to 
get  claptrap  popularity  in  saying  we  should 


restrict  clubs  just  the  same  as  publichouses. 
There  is  no  reason  at  all  in  such  talk.  I  am 
amazed  that  we  should  hear  such  sentimentB 
as  these  from  a  gentleman  like  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller,  who  ought  to  know 
and  does  know  better. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  not  think  the  main 
question  would  have  been  considered  on  this 
motion.  Had  I  thought  so  I  would  not  have 
accepted  it.  Exception  is  taken  as  regards 
the  privileges  given  under  certain  cases,  and 
as  there  is  a  doubt,  though  I  have  no  doubt 
myself,  I  agreed  to  accept  the  proposal,  so  as 
to  set  that  doubt  at  rest  in  Committee. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  <*  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  added  regarding 
matters  to  be  reconsidered  in  clause  19  be  so 
added." 

Ayes,  34. 


Allen 

Lawry 

Shera 

Blake 

Mackintosh 

Swan 

Buchanan 

McQowan 

Taipua 

Buckland 

McKenzie,  J 

.     Thompson,  T. 

Gadman 

Mills,  0.  H. 

Ward 

Gamcross 

Mills,  J. 

WUlis 

Garroll 

Palmer 

Wilson 

Duncan 

Pinkerton 

Wright. 

Duthie 

Rhodes 

Fisher 

RoUeston 

Tellen. 

Houston 

Russell 

Fish 

Lake 

Seddon 
Noes,  18. 

Sandford. 

Buick 

McLean 

Smith,  W.  C. 

Earnshaw 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Eraser 

Moore 

Taylor. 

HaJl-^Tones 

O'Gonor 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Saunders 

Hutchison,  G. 

Hutchison,  W. 

Smith,  E.  M 

'.    Kelly.  J. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Paibs. 

For 

, 

Against 

Bruce 

McGuire 

Dawson 

Harkness 

Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 

Stout 

Parata 

Richardson 

Reeves. 

Joyce. 

Majority  for. 

16. 

Words  added. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— I  move.  That  clause  15 
be  recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  striking  out 
the  last  seven  lines. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  '  the  last  seven  lines  of  clause  15 '  be 
added  to  the  question.*' 


Ayes,  20. 

Allen 

Meredith 

Taipua 

Buick 

Mills,  J. 

Tanner 

Earnshaw 

Moore 

WUson 

Fisher 

Palmer 

Wright. 

Hall-Jones 

Pinkerton 

Tellm. 

Hutchison, 

W.  Sandford 

Hutchison,  G. 

McLean 

Saunders 
Noes,  32. 

Kelly,  J. 

Blake 

Buckland 

Gamcross 

Buchanan 

Gadman 

Garroll 
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Danoan             Maokintoal] 

I       Smith,  E.  M. 

Dathie              McGowan 

Swan 

Fish                   MoKenzie, 

J.     Taylor 

Hogg                  Mills,  G.  H 

Thompson,  T. 

Houston             Bhodes 

Ward 

Eapa                  BoUeston 
KeUy,  W.           Bussell 

WiUis. 

Tellers. 

Lake                  Seddon 

Fraser 

Mackenzie,  T.    Shera 

Lawry. 

Paibs. 

Far. 
Brace 

Against. 
McGuire 

Feigns 
Harkness 

Mitchelson 
Dawson 

Joyce 

Beeves 

Parata 

Bichardson 

Stoat. 

Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 

Majority  against,  12. 

Amendment  lost. 

Bill  recommitted. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  19. — Clubs  to  be  subject  to  all  pro- 
visions of  Licensing  Acts. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  words  "  in- 
cluding the  Parliamentary  Bellamy's  '*  be  struck 
out. 

The  Conmuttee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  24. 
Buchanan         Lake  Bhodes 

Buckland  Mackenzie,  M.  Saunders 

Buick  Mackenzie,  T.    Taylor 

Camcross  McLean  Thompson,  T. 

Earnshaw  Meredith  Wilson. 

Fisher  Mitchelson  Tellers, 

Hall-Jones         O'Oonor  Lawry 

Hutchison,  W.  Palmer  Kewman. 

Kelly,  W. 


Allen 

Blake 

Bruce 

Godman 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Fraser 

HaU 

Hogg 

Houston 


Noes,  81. 
Kapa 

Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
MiUs,  C.  H. 
Pinkerton 
Bolleston 
Bussell 
Sandford 
Seddon 
Shera 

Paibs. 


Smith,  E.  M. 

Swan 

Tanner 

Thompson,  B. 

Ward 

Willis 

Wright. 

Tellers. 
Fish 
Kelly,  J. 


For. 
Harkness 
Parata 
Beeves 
Stout. 


Against 
Dawson 
Bichardson 
McGuire 
Guinness. 


Majority  against,  7. 

Words  struck  out. 

Mr.  SANDFOBD  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "  to  the  closing  of  bars  at  eleven  o'clock 
post  meridiem  daily,  and  in  regard  to  Sunday 
trading  to  the  indorsement  of  licenses." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  14. 

Buick  Hutchison,  G.  Taipua 

Camcross  Hutchison,  W.  Taylor. 

Earnshaw  Mackenzie,  T.  Tellers. 

Hall  Moore  Kelly,  J. 

Hall-Jones  Smith,  E.  M.  Tanner. 

Noes,  48. 

Allen  Lake  Bussell 

Blake  Lawry  Sandford 

Bruce  Mackenzie,  M.  Saunders 

Buchanan  McGowan  Seddon 

Buckland  McKenzie,  J.  Shera 

Cadman  McLean  Smith,  W.  C. 

Gfikrroll  Meredith  Swan 

Duncan  Mills,  C.  H.  Thompson,  B. 

Duthie  Mills,  J.  Valentine 

Fish  Newman  Ward 

Fraser  O'Conor  Willis. 

Hogg  Pinkerton 

Houston  Beeves  Tellers. 

Kapa  Bhodes  Wilson 

Kelly,  W.  Bolleston  Wright. 


For. 
Harkness 
Palmer 
Parata 

Stout. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
DawBon 
Fergus 
Bichardson 
Guinness. 


Majority  against,  29. 

Words  struck  out. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  moved.  That  the  words  "  re* 
lating  to  the  sale  of  liquors  during  unauthorised 
hours  "  be  inserted  after  the  word  •'  thereof," 
in  subsection  (1),  line  4,  page  18. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Blake 

Camcross 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 


Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  J. 

Allen 

Bmce 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Duthie 

Fish 

Fraser 

Houston 

Kapa 

KeUy.  W. 


At£S,  25. 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Meredith 
Mitchelson 
Moore 
Pinkerton 
Saunders 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 

Noes,  82. 
Lake 

Mackenzie,  M. 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLean 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Newman 
Beeves 
Bhodes 
Bolleston 
Bussell 


Smith,  W.  C. 

Taipua 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Wright. 

Tellers. 
Buick 
O'Conor. 


Sandford 

Shera 

Swan 

Thompson,  B. 

Valentine 

Ward 

WilUs 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Buckland 
Hutchison,  G. 


Majority  against,  7. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move,  formallv,  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  third  time ;  and  I  will  then  agree 
to  adjoum  the  debate. 

Debate  adjourned. 
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RATING  BILL. 
Mr.  WABD.— Sir,  this  is  an  important  Bfll, 
and,  recognising  it  to  be  an  important  Bill, 
and  one  which  I  have  eyeiy  reason  to  believe 
honourable  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  will  desire  to  make  a  good  and  useful 
Bating  Bill  in  every  possible  way,  I  propose, 
after  the  second  reading,  to  refer  it  to  a  spe- 
cial Committee ;  and,  in  addition  to  its  being 
referred  to  a  special  Committee  for  consider- 
ing some  of  the  important  portions  of  the  mea- 
sure, I  propose  that  that  part  which  specially 
relates  to  Native  affairs  be  referred  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Conmiittee.  I  may,  perhaps,  indicate  to 
honourable  members  the  members  of  the  Select 
Committee  it  is  Intended  to  refer  this  Bill 
to.  I  will  propose,  after  having  explained  the 
provisions  of  tne  Bill,  to  refer  it  to  a  Commit- 
tee consisting  of  the  Premier,  Sir  John  Hall, 
Mr.  Cadman,  Captain  Bussell,  Mr.  Fish,  Mr. 
T.  Thompson,  Mr.  Mitchelson,  Mr.  J.  Kelly, 
and  the  mover ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  the  por- 
tions relating  to  the  rating  of  Native  land  to 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  I  hope  that, 
having  made  that  announcement  to  the  House, 
any  criticisms,  or  any  extreme  criticisms,  that 
any  honourable  members  may  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  make  upon  this  Bill  will  be  de- 
ferred until  after  it  has  come  back  from 
these  Committees.  This  Bill  proposes  some 
important  changes  in  connection  with  local 
rating.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
colony  a  proposal  is  made  to  make  Native  lands 
contribute  their  fair  rate  of  taxation.  It  is  not 
intended,  as  honourable  members  will  notice, 
in  an  important  departure  of  this  kind  to  make 
this  by  any  means  general  in  its  application ; 
and  I  may  say  that  exceptions  are  made  with 
a  view  of  enabling  this  taxation  to  fall  easily 
upon  those  Natives  who  will  be  affected  under 
this  Bill.  It  may  be  more  convenient,  when  I 
come  to  that  portion  of  the  Bill,  to  explain  in 
detail  as  to  how  it  is  proposed  to  rate  Native 
lands.  The  Bill  also  provides  for  rating  on  un- 
improved values.  There  have  been  many  repre- 
sentations made  from  various  localities  in  this 
country  that  a  provision  should  be  put  in  the 
Bating  Act  to  enable,  under  certain  conditions, 
local  bodies  to  assess  their  rates  upon  the 
basis  of  unimproved  values.  I  am  fully  aware 
that  this. is  a  matter  upon  which  a  diversity 
of  opinion  exists,  but  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  majority  of  those  who  are  con- 
cerned are  largely  in  favour  of  a  change  such 
as  that  indicated  in  this  Bill.  It  will  also  be 
noticed  that  it  is  proposed  in  this  Bill  that  for 
the  future  locaJ  bodies  shall  make  their  own 


Honourable  members  will,  I 
think,  see  that  this  is  a  necessaiy  result  of 
the  changes  proposed  in  this  measure.  I  may 
briefly  refer  to  the  various  clauses  of  the 
Bill,  ajid  explain  them  as  I  proceed.  Clause  2 
provides  that,  from  and  after  the  commence- 
ment of  this  Act,  the  Commissioner  of  Taxes 
shall  not  supply  valuation-rolls  to  local  bodies, 
Bach  local  body  shall  make  its  own  vaJuation 
only.  Subclause  (1)  repeals  certain  provisions 
of  the  Bating  Acts,  the  repeal  of  which  is  neces- 
sary in  consequence  of  the  change  indicated 


in  clause  2.  Subclause  (2)  provides  that  the 
valuation-roll  made  by  the  Council  of  any 
county  shall  be  the  standard  roll  from  which 
the  valuation-rolls  of  all  local  bodies  having 
rating -power  within  such  county  shall  be 
framed,  and  I  may  say  an  exception  is  made 
so  far  as  regsurds  town  districts.  It  is  ptovided 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  county  shall  supply 
rolls  to  the  local  bodies  that  require  them,  very 
much,  I  may  say,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Commissioner  of  Taxes  now  supplies  rolls  to 
local  bodies.  This  arrangement,  it  will  be 
seen,  will  prevent  more  theua  one  valuation 
from  being  in  force  within  any  one  part  of  the 
colony.  The  County  Council  will  be  allowed  to 
make  a  reasonable  charge  for  the  cost  of  copy- 
ing rolls  supplied  to  the  local  bodies.  Sub- 
clause (3)  provides  that,  where  the  Counties 
Act  is  not  in  force,  valuation-rolls  made  by 
Boad  Boards  shall  be  the  standard  rolls  for 
rating.  Subclause  (4)  provides  that,  where  any 
special  rate  is  to  be  levied  upon  some  paft 
only  of  a  district  or  subdivision  of  a  district, 
the  roll  shall  be  compiled  from  the  valuation- 
rolls  of  the  district  or  districts  affected,  as  the 
case  may  be.  Subclause  (5)  provides  that  the 
assessment  of  properties  under  this  clause 
shall  be  made  in  accordance  vnth  the  Bating 
Act  of  1876,  or  the  Bating  Act  of  1882,  and  aa  on 
the  annual  value  or  actual  value,  according  to 
which  of  the  two  Acts  may  be  in  force  in  the 
district.  Subclause  (6)  repeals  certain  provi- 
sions for  assessing  the  pastoral  lands  of  the 
Crown.  These,  I  may  say,  were  assessed  on 
the  rental  capitalised  at  6  per  cent,  per  an- 
num. In  future,  such  lands  will  be  assessed 
on  the  actual  value.  Clause  3  makes  the 
dates  for  delivery  and  inspection  of  valuation- 
lists  a  month  later  than  at  present. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — What  is  that  for  ? 

Mr.  WABD.—That  has  been  found  to  be  de- 
sirable. Bepresentations  have  been  made  from 
the  various  pubUo  bodies  which  are  affected, 
and  which  suggest  that  this  would  be  a  more 
convenient  and  better  time  than  under  the 
existing  Act.  Clause  4  makes  provision  for 
enabling  the  occupier  of  premises  m  a  borough, 
held  for  a  term  less  than  one  month,  to  become 
the  occupier  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act, 
and  to  have  his  name  placed  on  the  valuation- 
list.  This,  of  course,  I  may  say,  has  to  be 
done  only  with  the  consent  of  the  owner. 
Clause  5  makes  provision  for  enabling  the 
local  body  to  have  two  Beviewers  to  sit  as 
Judges  of  the  Assessment  Court.  Such  Be- 
viewers will  take  no  part,  I  may  say,  in  deter- 
mining any  question  coming  before  the  Court, 
other  than  tbe  question  of  value.  The  local 
body  will  pay  the  Beviewers  such  fees  as  may 
be  determined  by  the  Qovemor.  Clause  6  pro- 
vides that  one  rate-book  may  contain  several 
rates.  That  will  be  of  considerable  use  in 
the  way  of  saving  heavy  work  in  compiling 
rate-books.  Clause  7  provides  for  the  vaJua-  * 
tion-roll  and  rate-book  being  evidence  of  their 
contents  without  proof  of  the  signatures  of  the 
persons  who  appear  to  have  signed  the  roll  or 
rate-book,  or  of  the  official  character  of  such 
persons.    Clause  8  provides  that  when  judg* 
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ment  for  rates  is  recorded  against  any  land  no 
further  instrument  shall  be  registered  against 
each  land  nntil  that  judgment  has  been  satis- 
fied. This  really  makes  a  claim  for  rates  a  prior 
claim.  That,  I  think,  will  be  generally  con- 
ceded, in  view  of  the  past  experience  of  many 
poblic  bodies  throughout  this  country,  as  essen- 
tial, and,  in  fact,  as  very  desirable.  Clause  9 
pioYides  that,  where  rates  remain  unpaid  for 
more  than  three  months,  10  per  cent,  per  annum 
interest  shall  be  charged  i2!ter  the  expiration 
of  three  months..  This,  I  think,  those  in- 
terested in  public  bodies  will  probably  consider 
should  meet  with  acceptance.  It  will  have  the 
effect  of  inducing  those  who  are  inclined  to  be 
a  little  lazy,  so  far  as  prompt  payment  of  rates 
18  concerned,  to  pay  with  more  promptitude 
than  has  been  the  case  in  the  past.  Clause  10 
provides  that  every  owner  of  rateable  property 
shall  give  notice  in  writing  of  any  sale  made. 
And  now  I  pass  on  to  Part  II.,  dealing  with  the 
question  of  rating  Native  lands.  Clause  11  is 
an  interpretation  clause.  Clause  12  states  the 
Native  land  which  is  to  be  regarded  as  rateable 
property.  Clause  13  provides  that  land  in  a 
Native  rating  district  is  to  be  rated  the  same 
as  the  land  of  persons  other  than  Natives,  but 
Native  land  is  not  to  be  liable  for  special  rating. 
The  next  clause  provides  the  exceptions  to 
which  I  have  referred.  It  will  be  seen  that 
it  is  proposed  to  put  these  under  six  dif- 
ferent headings  :  Land  situated  within  the 
Counties  of  Kawhia,  Taupo  West,  Taupo  East, 
Sounds,  and  Fiord ;  lands  situated  five  miles 
from  any  public  road  or  highway  open  for  horse- 
traffic  ;  lands  situated  outside  anjr  borough  or 
town  district  and  which  is  occupied  solely  by 
Natives ;  lands  situated  in  any  borough  or  town 
district.  It  also  provides  for  the  exemption 
of  any  land  that  is  used  by  persons  in  indigent 
circumstances,  or  for  any  other  special  reason 
that  the  Governor  may  think  desirable.  The 
Governor  has  power  from  time  to  time  to  ex- 
empt any  other  land,  under  subsection  (5).  By 
sabeeotion  (6),  land  the  title  to  which  has  not 
been  ascertained  by  the  Native  Land  Court,  and 
of  which  there  is  not  an  occupier,  is  exempted. 
It  is  further  provided  in  connection  with 
the  latter  portion  of  this  clause  that  the  Go- 
vernor in  Council  may  revoke  in  whole  or  in 
part  any  Order  in  Council  made  under  this 
section  exempting  land  from  rating.  Clause 
15  provides  tbat  Native  land  is  not  to  be  sold 
for  rates  without  the  sanction  of  the  Trust 
Oonunissioners ;  and  clause  16  deals  with  the 
payment  of  rates  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  local  bodies  under  section  4  of  "  The  Crown 
and  Native  Lands  Bating  Acts  Bepeal  Act, 
1888.'*  An  exception  is  made  in  the  latter  por- 
tion of  this  clause,  providing  that  it  shall  con- 
tinne  in  force  as  if  this  Act  had  not  passed 
in  respect  to  the  payment  of  rates  on  all  other 
Native  land  to  which  such  section  relates. 
The  clauses  relating  to  Native  landjin  Part  II. 
Bxe  doubtless  of  a  very  important  character. 
They  will  require  careful  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  I 
hope  and  believe  that  when  the  Committee  goes 
into  this  proposal  of  the  Government  they  will 


improve  upon  the  suggestions  contained  here, 
if  possible.  If  the  Natives  are  to  receive  the 
benefits  of  European  settlement, — and  in  many 
respects  they  are  benefited  by  our  laws, — I 
think  they  may  fairly  be  expected  to  contri- 
bute a  small  portion  to  the  taxation  of  the 
country.  Now  I  pass  on  to  Part  III.  Clause  18 
is  an  interpretation  clause,  defining  the  "  rate- 
able value"  and  the  *' unimproved  value" ;  and 
it  declares  improvements  to  include  houses  and 
buildings,  fencing,  planting,  draining  of  land, 
clearing  from  timber,  scrub,  or  fern,  laying 
down  in  grass  or  pasture,  and  any  other  im- 
provements whatsoever  the  benefit  of  which 
is  unexhausted  at  the  time  of  valuation. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Is  that  the  same  as  the 
Land  Act  ? 

Mr.  WARD. — Not  quite.  Clause  19  provides 
that  the  definition  of  the  rateable  value  of  pro- 
perty available  shall  be  '*  without  the  buildings 
and  improvements  thereon."  Clause  21  pro- 
vides for  the  manner  in  which  the  ratepayers 
may  adopt  the  Act.  Any  twenty  ratepayers 
may  call  upon  the  local  authorities  to  have 
a  poll  taken  to  decide  whether  the  rating 
shall  be  on  the  basis  of  the  unimproved 
value,  and,  in  connection  with  this,  the  voting- 
papers  will  be  printed  to  enable  an  affirma- 
tive or  negative  answer  to  be  given  on  this 
question.  Clause  22  provides  that,  whatever 
the  result  of  the  voting  may  be,  no  other 
votes  shall  be  taken  for  two  years;  and  it 
provides,  if  the  vote  is  in  favour  of  rating  on 
the  unimproved  value,  what  steps  are  to  be 
taken  to  adopt  this  portion  of  the  Act.  A 
special  order  of  the  local  body  to  adopt  the  Act 
is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
who,  in  the  ordina^  course,  will  have  the  same 
published  in  the  Qazette*  On  the  80th  No- 
vember next,  after  the  gazetting  of  the  special 
order,  this  particular  portion  of  the  Act  is 
to  come  into  force.  Clause  23  relates  to  the 
preparation  of  valuation-rolls  of  districts,  and 
provides  for  the  levying  of  rates  under  the  Act. 
Clause  24  provides  that,  when  this  Part  of  the 
Act  has  been  adopted  by  the  principal  local 
body,  all  rates  levied  within  the  district  of  such 
local  body  shall  be  levied  on  the  unimproved 
vaJues.  Clause  25  fixes  the  limit  of  rating  at 
8d.  in  the  pound  on  the  unimproved  value.  A 
rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound  under  "  The  Rating 
Act,  18T6,"  is  to  be  deemed  to  be  equal  to 
a  rate  of  six  farthings  in  the  pound  on  the 
unimproved  value,  and  this  is  to  oe  considered 
equal  to  a  rate  of  three  farthings  in  the  pound 
on  the  unimproved  value  under  the  Kating 
Act  of  1882.  Clause  26  provides  that,  in  the 
case  of  annually  -  recurring  rates,  the  Con- 
troller-General shall,  if  he  is  satisfied  that 
the  rate  to  be  levied  would  have  the  effect  of 
diminishing  the  security  for  a  loan,  by  order 
published  in  the  OaeetUy  fix  a  rate  which  shall, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  produce  an  amount  of 
rate  that  would  be  equal  to  the  amount  of 
rate  levied  before  the  passing  of  the  Act.  The 
object  is  to  insure  that  the  necessary  amount 
of  revenue  may  be  raised  to  enable  the  interest 
upon  the  loans  of  the  local  body  to  be  met.  I 
have  briefiy  touched  upon  tiie  clauses  of  this 
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Bill.  I  have  no  doabt  it  oould  not  be  ex- 
pected that  any  important  changes  such  as  are 
indicated  here  would  meet  with  any  thing 
like  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  honourable 
members.  I  hope,  however,  that,  after  the  Bill 
comes  back  from  the  two  Committees  to  which 
I  propose  to  refer  it,  it  will  be  a  measure  of 
considerable  use  to  this  country.  I  beg  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  do  not  propose  to  dis- 
cuss the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  at  any 
great  length,  seeing  that  the  Minister  who  in- 
troduced it  proposes  to  send  it  to  a  special 
Committee ;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  express- 
ing my  regret  that  the  Government  should  have 
introduced  a  measure  containing  provisions 
such  as  some  of  those  within  the  four  comers 
of  this  Bill.  First,  let  me  express  my  dissent 
from  the  provision  by  which  the  Government 
propose  to  put  the  burden  of  valuation  upon 
the  local  bodies.  In  this,  I  think,  they  are 
taking  a  wrong  departure  altogether — a  depar- 
ture, as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  taken  entirely 
at  the  instance  of  the  Land-tax  Office,  and 
one  that  will  result,  as  it  seems  to  me,  in  very 
much  increasing  the  expense  cast  upon  the 
local  bodies,  who  are  very  heavily  burdened  as 
it  is  in  the  endeavour  to  carry  out  their  heavy 
duties.  To  begin  with,  as  regards  the  taxation 
of  the  larger  properties  which  must  necessarily 
fall  under  the  land-  and  income-tax,  we  shall 
have  first  the  Colonial  Treasurer  taking  steps 
to  have  valuations  made  of  them  triennially, 
and  then  the  local  bodies  going  over  the  same 
ground,  and,  of  course,  at  an  additional  ex- 
pense. Then,  we  have  the  question  of  uni- 
formity of  valuation.  How  is  that  to  be 
secured  under  the  separate  valuations  of  the 
various  locaJ  bodies,  particularly  as  regards 
the  country  districts,  and  in  a  lesser  degree 
the  boroughs  and  municipalities  covering  the 
larger  centres  of  population?  We  shall  also 
have  it  imputed  as  against  the  members  of 
the  County  Councils  that  in  the  appointment 
of  valuators  they  will  secure  that  their  par- 
ticular properties  shall  be  favoured  in  the 
matter  of  valuation.  In  this  I  must  not  be 
taken  as  casting  an  aspersion  upon  the  charac- 
ter— admittedly  a  high  one — of  the  men  who, 
as  a  rule,  represent  the  ratepayers  upon  the 
County  Councils.  We  know,  however,  that  great 
harm  is  done  by  aspersions  such  as  I  have  been 
referring  to,  although  there  may  be  no  ground 
whatever  for  them.  I  am  sure  that  on  many 
grounds  the  departure  the  Government  propose 
to  take  in  this  matter  is  very  much  to  be  de- 
precated. The  honourable  gentleman,  I  think, 
owes  a  duty  to  this  House  and  the  country 
which  he  has  not  discharged,  and  that  is,  to 
give  the  House  a  sound  and  sufficient  reason 
for  this  change.  What  is  it  ?  Referring  to  the 
one  which  I  nave  already  mentioned— that  it 
had  been  taken  at  the  demand  of  one  of  the 
departments  of  the  Government 

Mr.  WARD.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — I  say  so,  and  can  prove 

it  by  the  statement  of  the  Commissioner  of 

Taxes,  which  demands  that  this  change  should 

be  made.    It  will  therefore  devolve  upon  the 

Mr,  Ward 


Colonial  Treasurer  to  give  the  House  satisfac- 
tory reasons  for  it.  If  he  is  unable  to  do  that, 
I  hope  the  House  by  no  uncertiun  majority  will 
throw  this  portion  of  the  Bill  out  when  it  goes 
into  Conunittee — that  is,  if  the  special  Com- 
nuttee  does  not  deal  with  it  effectually.  Then, 
as  to  the  question  of  levying  the  rates  upon 
the  unimproved  value — we  are  sure  to  have 
constant  disputes  as  to  what  are  and  what  axe 
not  improvements.  We  shaJl  have  the  settler 
who  is  most  expert  at  putting  his  case  in  a 
favourable  light  before  the  assessors  gaining 
very  largely  at  the  expense  of  those  who  are 
not  so  expert.  We  should,  in  short,  have  a 
difficulty  introduced  into  our  valuations  of  a 
most  useless  and  mischievous  character.  And 
let  me  now  go  on  to  picture  as  nearly  as  I 
may  the  unfair  effect  of  the  proposed  method 
of  levying  the  rates.  I  can  get  examples  in 
my  own  district — for  instance,  where  die  im- 
provements constitute  only  one-sixth  of  the 
total  value  of  the  properties,  where  there  is 
no  chance  of  having  roads  within  my  lifetime 
to  them ;  where  these  improvements  have  been 
made  to  the  uttermost  possible  extent  with- 
out losing  money,  because  the  nature  of  the 
land  is  such  that  no  further  money  can  be 
expended  without  actual  loss ;  and  yet  we  shall 
have  under  this  Bill  the  rates  levied  upon  five- 
sixths  of  the  total  value  of  the  land,  while  in 
other  portions  of  the  district,  under  happier 
circumstances,  with  good  roads  and  railways, 
post-office,  telegraph,  and  so  on,  only  one-third 
the  total  value  of  the  property  would  be  rated, 
simply  because  the  quality  of  the  land  and  the 
facilities  for  road-  and  railway-carriage  have 
admitted  of  large  improvements  being  made 
at  an  adequate  profit  to  the  owner.  Why 
should  the  unfortunate  owner  of  the  first 
class  of  property  I  have  described  be  taxed 
to  this  unfair  extent,  and  his  much  more 
fortunate  neighbour  be  (let  off  to  a  correspond- 
ing extent?  Surely  there  is  no  fairness  or 
justice  in  that.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
member  of  this  House  who  would  be  more 
glad  than  I  to  encourage  the  hard-working 
settler  who  is  anxious  to  improve  his  property. 
I  am  anxious  to  encourage  every  effort  in  such 
a  good  direction;  but  in  the  first  examples 
I  have  put,  where  the  land  is  of  a  very  poor 
description,  and  further  improvements  impas- 
sible, what  is  the  sense  or  justice  of  punishing 
the  owners,  as  will  be  done  by  this  system  of 
rating  ?  It  is,  I  say,  monstrous  and  outrageous. 
Then,  how  are  we  to  have  the  decision 
of  the  ratepayers  taken  as  to  whether  or 
not  this  important  change  is  to  be  made  in 
the  system  of  rating  ?  TaJce  a  county  with  a 
good  many  hundred  ratepayers  in  it,  such  as 
the  one  I  represent.  We  are  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  district  put  to  the  heavy  expense 
of  a  poll  to  decide  this  question  on  the  petition 
of  twenty  ratepayers :  emd  who  is  to  pay  the 
expense  if  the  poll  is  decided  against  them  ? 
The  burden  is  to  be  cast  upon  the  ratepayers 
as  a  whole.  Surely  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  not  given  much  consideration  to 
the  measure,  or  he  would  never  ask  that 
this  be  done  merely  at  the  instance  of  twenty 
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ratepayers.  Then,  let  me  come  to  the  case 
of  the  large  centres  :  and  take  the  case  of 
the  reclaimed  land  in  this  city.  We  have 
thousands  of  pounds  expended  in  the  erec- 
tion of  handsome  buildings  on  a  section  of 
land,  and  immediately  alongside  we  have  a 
yaoant  section,  upon  which  rates  have  been 
paid  for  many  years  past:  and  is  it  to  be 
thought  for  a  moment  that  it  would  be  fair 
to  rate  each  of*  these  two  sections  upon  the 
same  value?  Surely  the  honourable  gentle- 
man cannot  expect  the  House  to  consent  to 
that.  It  would  DC  even  more  unfair  than  in  the 
case  of  the  country  properties  I  have  endea- 
voured to  describe.  In  clause  9, 1  think,  pro- 
vision is  made  for  a  penalty  at  the  rate  of 
10  per  cent,  on  rates  overdue  for  three  months. 

I  tnink  that  is  a  very  good  provision,  but  I 
would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to  amend 
it,  and  to  make  it  read,  not  at  the  rate  of 
10  per  cent.,  but  an  absolute  10  per  cent. 
Imagine  the  work  thrown  upon  the  clerk  of 
a  local  body  in  calculating  the  penalty  at  the 
rate  of  10  per  cent.  I  It  would  never  do  at 
all.  And  if  the  House  decides  that  three 
months  is  not  sufficient,  let  the  time  be  ex- 
tended ;  and  let  the  penalty  be  10  per  cent. 
as  under  the  land-  and  income-tax.  Then, 
in  clause  10,  provision  is  made  that  upon 
the  sale  of  a  property  the  vendor  shall  give 
notice  to  the  local  body  one  month  after 
such  sale.  Unless  the  honourable  gentleman 
attaches  a  penalty  for  failure  to  do  this,  the 
clause  will  practically  be  a  dead-letter.    Clause 

II  provides  as  to  what  is  the  definition  of  an 
occupier.  Take  a  section  of  land  the  cer- 
tificate of  title  of  which  includes,  say,  fifty 
Natives,  the  first  in  order  of  which  is  to  be 
liable  for  the  rates.  In  many  cases  this  would 
be  altogether  inefficient;  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  have  to  provide  difierently— I 
am  satisfied  of  that.  Then,  as  to  the  rating 
of  Native  lands  generally.  I  do  not  know 
what  is  the  case  in  other  districts,  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  entirely  wrong  if  he 
imagines,  as  I  understood  him  to  say,  that 
no  provision  has  hitherto  been  made  by  which 
Native  lands  have  been  rated.  In  my  district 
the  greater  part  of  the  Native  lands  are  already 
rated,  simply  because  they  are  occupied  by 
Europeans. 

Mr.  WARD.— Not  directly. 

Hr.  BUCHANAN.— But  under  the  Bill  as  it 
IB  now  drawn  the  position  in  regard  to  these 
properties  already  rated  would  remain  exactly 
as  it  is  now.  Then,  I  would  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  attention  to  the  clauses  pro- 
viding that  any  area  under  10  acres  that  is  the 
property  of  any  one  particular  Native  shall  be 
exempted  from  rates.  He  would  find  that  this 
would  scarcely  work,  because  nominal  subdivi- 
sionB  would  immediately  be  made,  so  that 
Native  lands  perhaps  inmiediately  outside  of 
boroughs,  enjoying  all  the  privileges  and  ad- 
vantages of  good  roads,  would  practically  re- 
main rent-free.  I  said  I  would  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House,  as  the  Bill  has  to  go  before 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  but  I  cannot 
speak  too  strongly  against  the  provisions  I 
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have  already  referred  to— I  mean,  the  casting 
of  the  triennial  valuations  on  the  local  bodies, 
and  the  proposal  to  leave  to  the  decision  of  the 
ratepayers  whether  or  not  the  rates  shall  be 
paid  upon  the  unimproved  value.  One  other 
important  feature  is  this — and  I  would  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman's  earnest  attention  to 
it :  In  the  county  I  represent  nearly  the  whole 
of  this  work  has  been  done,  and  remarkably 
well  done,  by  two  large  Boskd  Boards,  and  it 
has  only  been  with  considerable  difficulty  that 
these  two  important  Boards  have  been  pre- 
vented from  splitting  up  into  several  smaller 
bodies,  and  that  admittedly  would  have  been 
to  the  very  great  disadvantage  of  the  district 
generally.  If  this  Bill  passes,  these  two  Boad 
Boards  cannot  be  kept  together,  but  will  in- 
evitably be  split  up  into  several  sections,  repre- 
senting the  different  descriptions  of  land  of 
which  the  county  is  composed.  The  eastern 
part  of  the  county,  where  improvements  can- 
not be  made  to  any  great  extent  owing  to 
the  nature  of  the  land,  will  be  forced  to  sepa- 
rate from  the  richer  portion  of  the  district, 
where  the  improvements  are  necessarily  far 
greater.  And  I  warn  the  House  that  similar 
results  will  be  the  outcome  of  the  Bill  all  over 
the  colony. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— I  just  wish  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  and  I  do 
think  we  are  indebted  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  for  his  very  lucid 
remarks  on  this  most  unnecessary  measure; 
and  I  think  I  must  express  my  pleasure  at  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing, having  saved  so  many  honourable  members 
who  he  knows  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  take 
the  trouble  to  read  this  Bill,  because  his  second- 
reading  speech  has  put  into  Hansard  the  Bill 
itself.  He  never  gave  any  reason,  as  he  should 
have  done,  for  the  alterations  that  this  Bill 
is  intended  to  efiect.  He  never  dwelt  on  the 
leading  principles,  except  to  read  the  Bill 
clause  by  clause,  letter  by  letter,  and  put  it 
into  Hansard,  Any  member  of  this  House 
might  move  a  second  reading  of  that  kind — 
anybody  who  could  read.  He  gave  us  no  reason 
whatever  for  having  proposed  the  alteration  of 
rating  unimproved  value.  He  gave  no  reason 
whatever  for  the  proposal  to  rate  Native  land, 
except  this :  that  one  of  the  clauses  says 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  for  the  future 
to  be  exempt  from  paying  any  more  Native 
rates  from  the  Treasury.  With  regard  to  the 
local  valuation  also,  no  reasons  were  given  for 
these  changes.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  made  a  mistake  in  intro- 
ducing this  measure.  It  is  uncalled-for,  it 
is  crude,  and  It  would  be  absolutely  unwork- 
able. The  honourable  gentleman,  in  dealing 
with  the  question  of  local  rating,  has,  no 
doubt,  been  governed  in  a  great  measure  by 
his  local  knowledge.  The  Southland  County 
happens  to  be,  in  itself,  a  small  province,  or, 
rather,  it  is  a  very  substantiaJ  province.  It  is 
so  large  and  so  wealthy  that  it  is  able  to 
pay  first-class  men  to  fill  the  different  offices 
under  its  control,  and  it  has  maintained  a  first- 
class  man  as  valuer  for  a  number  of  years  past. 
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But  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  inquired  I 
into  the  area,  valuations,  and  financial  position 
of  every  county  in  the  colony  he  would  have 
found  many  counties  not  as  large  and  not 
having  the  same  command  of  revenue  as  a 
single  riding  in  the  Southland  County.  It  is 
impossible  for  some  of  these  smaller  counties 
and  Road  Boards,  with  revenue  only  in  hun- 
dreds, to  undertake  this  local  rating,  because 
they  cannot  afford  to  pay  competent  men  to  do 
it.  If  all  the  counties  of  the  colony  were  in  the 
same  position  as  the  Southland  County  there 
T70uld  be  something  reasonable  in  the  pro- 
posal. The  Selwyn  County  is  about  as  large ; 
its  rateable  value  is  the  largest  in  the  colony, 
and  I  believe  its  population  is  the  greatest: 
but  the  Southland  County  for  years  nas  had 
a  revenue  of  some  £80,000  a  year,  and  it  is 
therefore  able  to  deal  in  a  proper  manner  with 
such  a  question  as  this ;  but  this  will  not  apply 
generally  to  the  counties  of  the  colony,  still  less 
to  the  counties  in  the  North  Island.  There 
are  many  points  that  one  might  touch  upon 
which  seem  to  me  most  unfair ;  but  the  BiU  is 
going  before  a  Committee—that  is,  if  it  passes 
the  second  reading,  and  I  hope  it  will  not. 
But,  if  it  is  read  a  second  time,  and  goes 
before  the  Committee,  and  comes  back  un- 
altered, it  win  be  more  than  I  expect.  The 
most  singular  provision  is  probably  in  sub- 
section (6)  of  section  2,  which  provides  that 
in  regard  to  Crown  lands  the  taxation  leviable 
upon  land  under  pastoral  lease  is  to  be  the 
same  as  it  would  be  under  the  other  settle- 
ment conditions  with  regard  to  Crown  lands — 
that  is  to  say,  that  where  there  is  nothing  but 
a  temporary  grazing-lioense  you  are  to  pay  the 
same  as  in  the  case  of  lemd  held  under  the 
farm  conditions  of  settlement.  That  seems 
to  me  a  clause  that  will  require  to  be  altered. 
What  I  rose  to  speak  about  more  particularly 
was  the  rating  of  Native  lands.  As  the  law 
stands  at  present  with  regard  to  Native  lands, 
it  is  a  most  unjust  and  iniquitous  proposal. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  said  that,  if  the  Natives 
were  to  be  protected  by  our  laws,  they  should 
pay  taxes  as  the  Europeans  do,  or  something 
to  that  effect.  But  the  position  in  which  the 
Natives  are  placed  is  not  the  same  as  that  in 
which  the  Europeans  are  placed.  What  I 
have  advocated  on  previous  occasions  in  this 
House,  and  what  I  have  advocated  in  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  is  this:  The  only 
true  principle  of  dealing  with  Native  lands  is 
that  we  should  set  aside  a  sufficient  area,  so 
that  it  may  be  reserved  for  the  Native  race. 
Let  these  reserves,  in  order  to  be  dealt  with, 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Trustee, 
if  you  like.  They  are  then  absolutely  inalien- 
able. Then,  with  regard  to  other  Native  lands, 
instead  of  the  Native  Land  Court  dividing 
them  into  large  blocks  of  land  and  putting  in 
two  or  three  hundred  owners  for  each  block,  or 
even  a  hundred,  or  fifty  owners,  let  them  be 
subdivided  so  that  there  should  be  only  a 
single  family,  or  a  few  names  at  least,  for  each 
portion,  so  that  you  can  individucJise,  even  at 
the  first  division  of  the  block,  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  area  that  is  to  be  dealt  witJi.  At 
Mr,  Richardson 


the  present  time  no  Native  who  is  interested  in 
any  block  containing  a  number  of  names  can 
deal  with  any  portion  of  the  block  as  his  own. 
He  may  be  desirous  of  doing  so,  but  he  knows 
very  well  that  he  cannot  do  so  with  advantage 
to  himself.  If  he  likes  to  cultivate  a  portion 
of  the  block  and  put  a  house  upon  it,  when 
the  land  is  subdivided  by  the  Native  Land 
Court  he  is  in  this  position :  When  the  appli- 
cation is  made  to  the  Court  to  individualise 
the  title,  every  Native  in  the  block  to  be  par- 
titioned rushes  to  get  this  cultivated  portion 
for  himself.  The  man  who  may  have  cul- 
tivated it  has  no  position  of  advantage  over 
those  wha  have  not  touched  the  land.  They 
all  make  a  rush  for  the  improved  portion. 
Under  the  old  Native  custom  the  man  would 
have  a  right  to  his  house  and  his  improve- 
ments :  he  has  no  right  to  them  now.  And  I 
say  that  no  proposaJ  to  tax  Native  land  is  fair 
or  just  until  you  first  give  the  Natives  a  title 
such  as  the  European  possesses  for  his  land, 
and  until  we  give  them  the  same  right  to  deal 
with  the  land  so  granted  to  them  under  title  as 
we  possess  in  respect  of  our  own  land.  Indivi- 
dualise, give  them  tlie  right  to  deal  with  their 
land,  and  then,  when  you  have  done  that,  I 
shall  support  their  being  taxed.  Put  them  all 
on  the  same  footing  as  ourselves  in  other  re- 
spects, and  then  put  them  on  the  same  footing 
as  regards  taxation,  and  not  until  then.  I 
shall  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
but  I  hope  it  will  not  pass  that  stage. 

Mr.  f'ISH.— I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the 
House  very  long  in  discussing  this  Bill,  more 
particularly  as  the  Treasurer  has  been  good 
enough  to  intimate  that  he  proposes  to  place 
my  name  on  the  Select  Committee  to  look  into 
the  Bill.  I  may,  however,  say  this:  I  am. 
rather  inclined  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  we  are 
drifting  into  a  very  serious  mistake  in  allowing 
almost  all  Bills  of  this  character,  and  others  of 
a  different  character,  to  be  sent  to  Select  Com- 
mittees to  be  dealt  with.  It  appears  to  me  that 
it  gives  the  opportunity  to  the  Government  of 
bringing  before  the  House  experimental  legis- 
lation, and  of  getting  it  doctored  and  tinkered 
in  Committee,  and  we  are  always  told  on  these 
occasions  that  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  BiU  deprecates  any  discussion  on 
the  second  reading  oecause  the  Bill  is  going 
to  a  Select  Conmiittee.  Now,  this  seems  to 
me  to  be  very  much  like  an  attempt  to  stifle 
debate  on  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  because  if  a 
Bill  comes  to  the  House  which  it  is  proposed 
to  send  to  a  Conmiittee,  and  if  it  is  intrin- 
sically bad,  and  cannot  well  be  amended  to 
make  it  good,  then  the  real  issues  of  the  BiU 
should  be  debated  on  the  second  reading,  and 
not  on  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  the 
Bill  after  it  comes  back  to  us  from  the  Com- 
mittee. Another  objection  that  I  have  to  this 
course  is  that  if  the  Government  chose  they 
could  select  the  members  of  the  Committees 
to  suit  themselves.  I  do  not  say  they  have 
done  so  in  this  case,  for  I  do  not  think  they 
have ;  but,  at  any  rate,  they  could  put  on  that 
Committee  a  sufficient  number  of  their  own 
supporters  who  would,  in  all  probabilify,.  sup- 
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port  the  retention  of  the  main  features  of  the 
bill.  The  cesolt  of  that  is  this :  The  Committee 
brings  down, a  favourable  report  to  the  House, 
and  the  House  is  frequently  misled  into  pass- 
ing a  Bill  on  account  of  the  mana  which  at- 
taches to  it  on  account  of  its  coming  back  here 
with  a  favourable  kind  of  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee. I  am  inclined  to  think  the  House 
should  hesitate  before  continuing  the  trans- 
lerenoe  ot  Bills  to  Select  Committees.  I  have 
to  congratulate  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa  upon  the  very  sensible  and  practical 
way  in  which  he  dealt  with  this  measure.  I 
agree  both  with  him  and  with  the  last  speaker 
in  the  opinion  that  this  Bill  is  not  wanted  at 
aU.  I  also  agree  with  both  these  speakers  in 
what  they  said  as  to  the  fact  that  the  Trea- 
surer, in  introducing  the  Bill,  gave  no  reasons 
lor  this  departure  from  the  settled  policy  of 
some  years*  standing.  In  saying  the  few  words 
I  intend  to  say  on  the  Bill,  I  shall  speak  on  it 
from  a  city  point  of  view  more  than  from  any 
other.  And  I  am  free  to  confess  that  the  Srd, 
4th,  and  9th  clauses  in  the  First  Part  of  the 
Bill  do  meet  with  my  very  strong  disapprovsJ. 
The  3rd  clause  is  an  unnecessary  interference, 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  with  the  principles  by  which 
Councils  are  guided  in  their  proceedings  at 
the  present  time.  At  any  rate,  we  find  that 
the  present  law  in  the  City  of  Dunedin  ope- 
rates very  favourably,  and  we  cannot,  nor 
oan  our  Town  Clerk,  see  the  slightest  necessity 
for  the  change  in  this  clause  sought  to  be  made. 
The  4th  clause  introduces  what,  to  my  mind, 
is  one  of  the  most  pernicious  principles  that 
it  is  possible  to  seek  to  introduce  into  any 
measure  governing  the  local  bodies.  It  would, 
I  think,  if  passed  as  it  stands,  do  more  in  the 
direction  of  creating  fagot  votes  in  a  city  than 
anything  it  is  possible  to  imagine,  and  the 
4X)nfusion  into  which  the  rolls  of  the  cities 
would  be  brought  by  it  would  be  inextricable 
indeed.  Clause  9  is  a  most  extraordinary  pro- 
-duction.  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  there  seems 
to  be  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  fine,  fine ;  punish,  punish ;  and  that  they 
introduce  drastic  legislation  of  all  kinds.  Now, 
what  are  the  facts  with  regard  to  the  collection 
of  rates?  According  to  the  law  as  it  stands, 
the  rates  are  legally  payable  twelve  months  in 
advance.  Of  course,  by  the  law  we  are  com- 
pelled to  pay  our  rates  twelve  months  in  ad- 
Tance,  and  yet  for  being  more  than  three 
months  behind  that  twelve  months  in  advance 
the  unfortunate  ratepayer  is  to  be  mulcted  in 
a  sum  of  10  per  cent,  from  the  time  the  rates 
ought  to  be  paid.  In  the  City  of  Dunedin  the 
rates  are  to  oe  paid  twelve  months  in  advance. 
We  do  not  get  from  all  the  ratepayers  their 
money  twelve  or  nine,  sometimes  not  eight, 
months  in  advance,  but  we  manage  our  affairs  so 
that,  when  the  time  has  elapsed  when  the  local 
body  must  insist  on  the  rates  being  paid,  there 
is  seldom,  if  ever,  a  larger  amount  than  £20  of 
unpaid  rates.  By  judicious  action  on  the  part 
of  the  collectors  we  get  the  amount  pleasantly 
paid  without  distressing  anybody.  If  it  is 
satisfactory  to  the  local  bodies  themselves,  we 
certainly  snould  not  attempt  to  interfere  with 


them  in  any  power  given  to  them,  by  obliging 
them  to  fine  their  unfortunate  ratepayers  for 
any  little  lapse  of  time  in  the  payment  of 
rates  which  should  be  made  in  advance.  WitJi 
regard  to  Part  II.,  I  will  not  trouble  myself 
to  go  through  that  part  of  the  Bill  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  It  refers,  of  course,  to  Native  land 
entirely,  and,  speaking  subject  to  a  furtitier 
consideration  of  the  Bill,  I  am  inclined  to 
thinlc  that  the  rating  of  Native  lands  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction  if  carried  out  properly. 
Whether  this  will  have  that  effect  I  am  not  pre> 
pared  to  say,  and  I  will  not  deal  with  it  further 
at  present.  But,  with  regard  to  Part  III.  of 
this  Bill,  I  think  it  is  absolutely  unworkable 
in  any  large  city.  In  point  of  fact,  I  think 
the  Government  have  made  a  great  mistake 
in  applying  the  Third  Part  to  cities  at  all.  I 
think  it  is  quite  possible — I  speak,  of  course, 
subject  to  correction  —  ^at  it  may  be  made 
to  apply  without  any  hurt  to  country  districts. 
I  do  not  say,  however,  that  it  would  do  so ; 
but  I  am  quite  certain  —  and  it  is  from  this 
point  of  view  I  look  at  the  matter— that  when 
it  is  applied  to  large  cities  it  will  be  absolutely 
and  entirely  unworkable.  If  the  Third  Part  were 
adopted  in  the  City  of  Dunedin  we  should  be 
unable  to  raise  enough  rates  to  pay  the  interest 
on  our  loans  and  sinking  fund,  without  reckon- 
ing the  ordinary  expenditure  of  keeping  the 
city  in  repair,  office  expenditure,  and  so  forth. 
Clause  26,  which  is  supposed  to  remedy  and  re- 
adjust any  deficit  which  might  arise  under  the 
rating  clauses  of  the  Bill,  is  utterly  inapplicable 
to  large  cities,  because  it  only  applies  to  the 
special  rate ;  it  would  not  help  the  main  rate 
in  the  slightest  degree.  I  have  many  strong 
arguments  to  adduce  against  this  part  of  the 
Bill,  but  I  am  prepared  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to 
the  Committee  on  the  present  occasion,  and  I 
presume  the  House  will,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy, 
pass  the  second  reading  and  refer  it  to  the 
Select  Committee.  I  object,  however,  to  the 
principle  of  the  Third  Part.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  any  reason  for  taxing  the  unimproved 
value  of  the  land  at  all,  especially  as  regards 
the  cities.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  most  vicious  pro- 
posal. What  appears  to  be  the  practice  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  these  things  is  this : 
It  appears  to  me  that  it  is  only  necessary  for 
one,  two,  or  three  of  the  most  rabid  of  their  own 
supporters  who  have  "  fads  '*  on  the  brain  to 
go  to  some  Minister,  explain  to  him  the  "fad," 
lay  it  before  him  in  a  fiowing,  fulsome  manner, 
and  the  answer  of  the  Minister  is  this :  **  Oh, 
yes ;  it  is  very  good.  We  will  put  it  in  a  Bill  and 
try  it."  With  respect  to  one-half  of  the  Bills 
that  are  brought  before  the  House,  I  am  con- 
vinced the  Ministers  who  introduce  them  never 
consult  collectively  their  colleagues  at  all,  and 
never  consider  the  bearing  and  effect  the  mea- 
sures may  have  on  the  country ;  and  that  is  the 
reason  why  we  are  deluged  with  Bills  on  the 
Order  Paper,  two-thirds  of  which  will  never 
receive  any  consideration  from  the  House 
at  all.  And  for  what  reason  are  they  placed 
there?  This  is  not  government;  it  is  only 
playing  with  government.  The  Government 
would  be  far  more  in  favour  with  the  House 
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and  with  the  people  if  they  were  to  bring  in 
three-fifths  fewer  Bills  to  the  House  than  they 
do,  and  if  they  were  to  let  those  they  do  bring 
in  be  those  only  referring  to  matters  which 
the  country  really  wants  legislation  upoD,  emd 
which  are  proper  and  desirable  in  the  interests 
of  the  country.  I  think  this  Government  might 
well  be  called  **  the  Bill-rvn-mad  Government." 
Nothing  is  gained  by  placing  Bills  on  the  Order 
Paper,  and  the  effect  is  that  it  is  impossible 
to  study  all  these  Bills.  Any  member  of  the 
House,  if  he  is  a  studious  man,  and  is  desirous 
of  doing  his  duty  as  a  member  should  do  it,  will 
find  that  he  cannot  possibly  grapple  with  the 
vast  mass  of  Bills  we  have  to  consider.  And  Sir, 
it  is  not  so  much  the  quantity — it  is  the  uncer- 
tainty as  to  what  Bills  we  shall  ultimately  have 
to  consider  that  is  so  annoying  and  perplex- 
ing. We  find  frequently — and  all  industrious 
honourable  members  will  admit  this — after  we 
have  given  a  day  or  two  days  to  the  study  of  a 
certain  Bill  which  is  likely  to  come  immedi- 
ately before  us,  that,  to  our  annoyance,  it  ap- 
pears next  day  down  about  No.  95  on  the 
Order  Paper.  That  is  not  government ;  that  is 
not  legislation.  And,  until  we  get  a  Govern- 
ment that  will  simply  put  Bills  on  the  Order 
Paper  which  are  the  emanation  of  their  own 
brains,  and  which  are  not  placed  upon  the 
Order  Paper  merely  to  please  a  set  of  volatile, 
rabid,  fanatical  supporters,  we  shall  never 
have  good  government  in  this  House.  Better 
far  that  we  should  have  less  legislation  than 
that  we  should  have  it  rushed  before  us  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  done  by  the  pre- 
sent Government.  And,  indeed,  with  regard  to 
other  Governments  it  has  been  the  case,  though 
not  to  such  a  large  extent.  Now,  with  regard 
to  the  valuations,  I  should  just  like  to  say, 
80  far  as  the  large  cities  are  concerned,  that 
I- do  not  think  the  proposed  alteration  in  the 
valuation — that  is  to  say,  making  the  local 
bodies  prepare  their  own  valuation-rolls— would 
aSect  the  large  cities  much.  I  know  the  City  of 
Dunedin  has  always  prepared  its  own  roll,  not- 
withstanding the  law  to  the  contrary ;  we  have 
preferred  to  do  so,  and  find  that  it  works  very 
well,  and  therefore  we  should  not  object  to  this 
from  a  city  point  of  view;  and  I  thixik  the  same 
holds  good  with  regard  to  Wellington.  But  I 
oould  easily  imagine  that  the  effects  of  the 
change  on  the  country  districts  would  prove 
extremely  severe.  The  most  of  the  country 
districts,  I  apprehend,  are  very  much  like  the 
city  districts ;  they  are  rather  impecunious,  and 
have  great  difficulty,  no  doubt,  in  making  both 
ends  meet.  Now,  throwing  the  expense  of  pre- 
paring these  rolls  on  the  local  bodies  entails 
upon  them  very  considerable  expense,  and 
one  that  will  be  to  a  large  extent  a  waste  of 
money,  inasmuch  as  at  present  the  Government 
have  got  all  the  machinery  at  hand  for  making 
valuations,  which  the  local  bodies  have  not, 
and  which  they  will  have  to  create  as  new 
offices.  Therefore  I  think  that  in  the  country 
districts  this  matter  will  press  very  heavily. 
And  here  again  I  may  remark — and  I  am  sure 
that  honourable  members  who  follow  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House  must  remark — an  unfortunate 
Mr,  Fish 


propensity  disclosed  by  the  Government  to  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  injure  the  finance 
of  local  bodies.  In  the  first  place,  instead  of 
decentralising  matters,  attempts  are  made  from 
day  to  day,  as  we  see  in  numbers  of  Bills,  to 
centralise  everything  and  bring  it  under  the 
thumb  of  the  Minister  in  Wellington,  or  his 
local  satellite  in  the  place  to  which  the  matter 
applies.  There  is  a  desire  in  almost  every 
piece  of  local  legislation  to  cripple  their  finance 
by  imposing  more  taxation  on  them,  whilst  at 
the  same  time  the  Government  are  fully  aware 
that  in  almost  nine  oases  out  of  ten  in  regard 
to  local  bodies  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
that  they  can  pay  their  way.  I  would  urge 
honourable  members,  nearly  all  of  whom  are 
interested  to  one  extent  or  another  in  the 
successful  development  of  local  institutions, 
when  these  Bills  come  on  one  by  one,  to  let  the 
Government  know  once  for  all  that  they  do  not 
mean  to  allow  our  local  bodies  to  be  crushed  out 
of  existence  by  interfering  with  their  finance, 
nor  to  have  all  their  functions,  their  most 
material  powers,  absorbed  and  usurped  by  cen- 
tralising efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
who  ought,  if  they  are  true  to  their  principles, 
to  localise  more  and  more  than  has  oeen  done 
in  the  past.  I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
longer.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  shall  en- 
deavour, as  far  as  my  knowledge  of  looal  affairs 
extends,  to  perfect  the  Bill  in  Committee,  if  it 
can  be  perfected,  of  which  I  have  some  con- 
siderable doubt.  I  trust  it  will  either  not  be 
heard  of  any  more,  or,  if  it  is,  will  be  put  in 
suoh  a  shape  as  to  be  something  like  acceptable 
to  the  House  and  to  the  country. 

Sir  J.  HALL  was  understood  to  say, — Sir,  I 
shall  not  speak  at  any  length  upon  the  Bill 
at  this  stage,  because  I  am  at  present  physi- 
cally unable  to  do  so,  and  also  because  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  has  announced 
his  intention  of  referring  it  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. With  regard  to  the  necessity  for  the 
Bill,  which  has  been  disputed  by  previous 
speakers;  I  admit  that  if  the  Government 
abandons  the  triennial  assessment  for  Icmd-tax 
and  the  valuation  of  improvements,  it  neces- 
sarily follows  that  there  qaust  be  a  Bill  of  this- 
kind;  therefore  I  am  not  able  to  vote  with 
my  honourable  friend  who  proposed  to  move- 
the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  I  must  say,  however, 
that  the  drafting  of  this  measure  appears  to 
me  to  be  very  unsatisfactory.  It  complicates 
to  an  extraordinary  extent  the  laws  under 
which  local  bodies  have  to  levy  rates.  At 
present  the  rating  provisions  in  force  are  dis- 
tributed over  four  different  Acts.  By  the  first 
of  these  there  were  repealed  two  Acts — the 
Bating  Acts  of  1876  and  1879.  They  are  off 
the  statute-book — they  are  not  comprised  in 
the  latest  collections  of  the  statutes.  Now 
the  Minister  proposes  not  to  put  into  this 
Bill  those  portions  of  the  1876  and  1879  Acta 
which  are  required  for  bis  present  purpose, 
but  only  to  say  that  certain  specified  clauses 
of  these  repealed  Acts  shall  again  come  into 
operation.  Sir,  the  state  of  the  law  is  now 
in  some  confusion,  but  if  this  Bill  is  cazried 
as  it  is  now  framed  it  will  be  confusion  wocsfr 
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fionfoonded,  and  I  defy  any  looal  body  to  keep 
out  of  difficulties  in  levying  rates.  There  is  a 
Inither  peculiarity  about  it :  Clause  2  revives 
A  number  of  the  clauses  of  the  Acts  of  1876 
and  1879;  but  if  you  go  on  to  a  later  clause 
it  actually  repeals  clause  9,  which  has  just 
been  revived  in  clause  2.  I  must  say  that 
such  drafting  is  most  slovenly  and  unsatisfac- 
tory. 

Mr.  WARD.— What  clause  is  that  ? 

Sir  J.  HALL. — Subsection  (1)  of  clause  2 
revives  sections  4  to  18  of  the  Act  of  1876. 
Then,  a  clause  further  on  repeals  part  of  sec- 
tion 9,  which  is  one  of  the  revived  sections. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  question  of  rating  on 
the  unimproved  value,  we  have  heard  from 
honourable  members  representing  certain  con- 
stituencies that  it  is  very  unsatisfactory  to 
them.  I  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  local 
authorities  in  my  district  for  an  opinion  on  the 
subject,  and  they  say  they  believe  it  to  be  the 
feeling  there  also.  What  do  we  levy  rates  for  ? 
For  providing  roads  and  bridges  for  those  per- 
sons who  have  to  use  them ;  and  it  is  only  right 
that  such  rates  should  rest,  as  far  as  we  can 
make  them,  in  fair  proportion  upon  those  who 
use  the  roads.  The  occupiers  of  poor  unim- 
provable properties,  of  which  there  are  a  great 
many,  do  not  use  the  roads  to  anything  like 
the  extent  that  the  occupiers  of  good  lands, 
which  are  greatly  improved  and  give  rise  to  a 
great  traffic,  always  must  do.  It  is  the  more 
valuable  properties — the  more  highly  improved 
properties — that  use  the  roads  and  bridges 
most  largely,  and  should,  if  possible,  bo  made 
to  pay  in  proportion  for  them.  As  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  pointed  out,  this 
Bill  will  throw  a  largely-increased  share  of  the 
rates  on  properties  which  cannot  be  improved. 
These  are  reasons  why  it  appears  to  me  im- 
politio  and  unreasonable  to  make  this  change. 
It  is  not  called  for.  I  have  never  heard  in  the 
•country  a  desire  expressed  for  it,  and  I  believe, 
when  referred  to  the  ratepayers,  the  change  will 
not  be  adopted.  It  will,  however,  introduce  an 
element  of  uncertainty  into  local  afiedrs,  and 
perhaps  put  the  ratepayers  to  the  expense  of 
a  poll;  but  that  is  all  that  will  come  of  it. 
With  regard  to  the  cities,  the  new  system  ap- 
pears to  be  perfectly  preposterous.  Suppose  the 
case  of  two  quarter-acre  sections  of  land  near 
each  other  in  a  city :  on  one  there  is  a  small 
house,  the  owner  of  which  uses  the  streets  to 
a  very  small  extent ;  on  the  other  is  a  great 
establishment,  employing  a  large  number  of 
persons,  and  giving  rise  to  a  large  amount  of 
traffic;  the  owner  will  pay  no  more  for  the 
use  of  the  streets  than  the  occupier  of  the 
small  tenement.  With  regard  to  section  4, 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish)  referred  to  it  correctly  as  a  roU-stumng 
clause.  I  could  not  have  conceived  a  clause 
more  ingeniously  constructed  to  enable  an 
owner  to  stufi  the  rolls  than  this  is.  At  pre- 
sent the  law  provides  that  a  tenant  shall  not 
be  put  on  the  rolls  unless  he  has  a  six  months' 
tenancy ;  but  under  this  section  he  may  claim 
to  be  on  the  rolls  with  a  six  days*  tenancy. 
With  regard  to  section  9,  I  do  not  go  the 


whole  length  of  objection  that  has  been  raised 
by  previous  speakers  to  any  interest  being 
charged  on  rates  which  are  left  unpaid.  I 
think  it  is  quite  right  that  if  ratepayers  will 
not  pay  their  rates  within  a  reasonable  time 
some  interest  should  be  charged  to  them. 
But  I  would  suggest  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
whether  he  could  not  attain  the  same  object 
by  providing  that  if  rates  are  paid  punctually 
at  the  offices  of  the  local  bodies  there  should 
be  allowed  some  discount.  That,  I  think, 
wbuld  attain  the  same  object,  and  I  would 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to  consider  this 
alternative.  With  regard  to  the  provision  re- 
quiring owners  to  give  notice  to  tne  local  au- 
thority of  sales  of  rateable  property,  I  think  it 
is  imperfect.  It  should  provide  that  he  should 
give  all  necessary  particulars,  and  remain  liable 
for  all  rates  till  he  has  given  the  required 
notice.  I  am  glad  the  Minister  is  going  to 
send  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Conmiittee.  There 
is  no  doubt,  as  I  said  before,  that  a  law  on 
the  subject  is  required  to  provide  for  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  triennial  assessment;  but  the  Bill 
goes  further  than  there  is  any  necessity  for. 
With  regard  to  the  proposals  for  rating  Native 
lands,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  tbe  time  has 
arrived  when  the  Nativea  should  be  made  to 
contribute  to  the  cost  of  roads.  But  I  would 
ask  the  Government  to  deal  in  the  most  consi- 
derate manner  they  can  with  the  Native  race. 
The  Minister  is  quite  right  to  refer  the  whole 
question  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and 
I  should  hope  that  if  the  Native  members  have 
any  suggestions  to  make  which  will  render  the 
change  more  acceptable  they  will  receive  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  KAPA.— I  wish  to  congratulate  the 
Minister  upon  bringing  this  measure  before  the 
House,  as  it  has  given  me  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  my  objections  to  the  measure.  I 
look  upon  this  Bill  as  divided  into  two  parts — 
the  portion  relating  to  the  rating  of  Native 
lands,  and  that  which  deals  with  the  rating  of 
European  lands.  I  may  say  that  the  Euro- 
peans are  very  well  acquainted  with  the  theory 
and  the  practice  of  raising  rates  on  their  own 
lands,  but  as  regards  the  Natives  it  is  quite 
different.  The  Natives  are  totally  inexperi- 
enced, and  I  foresee  a  cause  of  a  great  deal  of 
trouble.  The  Natives  look  with  great  appre- 
hension on  this  measure,  but  perhaps  it  is  due 
to  their  want  of  experience  of  the  principles 
contained  in  the  Bill.  I  do  not  think  I  can  say 
that  I  should  be  able  to  in  any  way  improve 
this  Bill,  or  to  suggest  amendments  to  it,  but 
I  think  I  shaJl  have  to  oppose  it  absolutely,  no 
matter  what  form  it  may  take.  I  foresee  that, 
no  matter  how  we  amend  this  Bill,  trouble 
will  arise  when  it  comes  to  be  administered 
by  the  different  local  bodies.  Then  there  will 
be  confusion,  which  will  ultimately  have  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Government.  Now,  it  has 
been  said  that  hitherto  the  Natives  have  paid 
no  rates.  That  is  not  the  case.  The  accrued 
rates  now  due  on  Native  lands  under  the  Act 
lately  in  force  amount,  I  believe,  to  some 
£200,000.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in  intro- 
ducing tills  measure,  has  stated  that  this  is 
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a  very  happy  and  proper  time  for  imposing 
rates  on  Native  lands,  and  I  imagine  he  made 
that  statement  because  he  knows  that  the 
Natives  have  lately  been  agitating  for  some 
measure  of  local  government.  The  Govern- 
ment seem  to  be  doing  everything  in  their 
power  to  obstract  the  Natives  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  lands,  and  to  place  restrictions 
and  heavy  burdens  upon  those  lands.  For  in- 
stance, they  have  proposals  before  the  House 
for  handing  over  the  lands  absolutely  to  the 
Public  Trustee ;  and  this  is  the  last  straw,  as  it 
were.  Sir,  I  should  like  to  treat  this  Bill  as  I 
would  treat  a  fowl :  I  should  like  to  wring  its 
neck.  Now,  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  this  measure  will  be  reasonable. 
I  hope  he  will  take  the  hints  he  has  received 
from  several  honourable  members  who  have  just 
spoken.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
agree  to  have  this  Bill  cast  out  utterly.  I  do 
not  think  the  time  is  opportune  for  passing  it, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  leave  it  to  the 
ensuing  Parliament,  or  to  some  more  fitting 
time.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  this  is  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Natives,  and  the  Natives  ask 
that  their  lands  should  be  rated,  then  I  see 
no  objection  to  it ;  but  when  the  Natives  are 
living  all  together  on  a  block  of  land  I  do  not 
see  why  they  should  have  to  pay  rates.  One  ob- 
jection I  have  to  the  Bill  is  this :  I  believe  that 
under  it  the  industrious  Natives  will  be  singled 
out  and  made  to  pay  the  rates,  and  the  bulk 
of  the  people  will  escape.  I  again  ask  the 
Government  and  the  Minister  in  charge  of  this 
Bill  not  to  hurry  this  matter  through,  but 
to  be  reasonable.  I  think  the  House  should 
bear  in  mind  that  none  of  the  legislation  lately 
introduced  has  been  favourable  in  the  least 
degree  to  the  Natives.  My  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  the  Western  Maori  District 
moved,  when  a  petition  was  presented,  that 
it  should  be  read  by  the  Clerk,  but  had  soon 
to  give  that  up  because  it  would  have  taken 
up  the  whole  of  the  time  of  Parliament  if  the 
Clerk  were  to  read  all  the  petitions  protesting 
against  this  Native  legislation.  With  regard  to 
the  proposal  to  refer  this  Bill  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee,  for  some  time  past  we  have 
been  dealing  with  another  measure  of  Native 
reserves  administration,  and  I  am  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  the  progress  made,  and  I  believe 
that  if  this  Bill  goes  to  that  Committee  our 
work  will  be  just  as  unsatisfactory.  The  Go- 
vernment has  such  a  multitude  of  Bills  that  I 
do  not  see  how  we  can  deal  with  them  all ;  and 
I  do  not  see  how  that  Committee  will  be  com- 
petent to  deal  with  this  Bill  and  the  Native- 
land  Purchases  Bill,  and  with  several  others 
which  will  come  before  the  Conmiittee  in  due 
course.  Strong  expression  has  come  from  the 
Natives  lately  against  Government  Bills  deal- 
ing with  their  lands,  and  that  they  should 
be  given  some  power  to  manage  their  own 
lands.  I  consider  this  is  another  measure  for 
the  purpose  of  degrading  the  Natives  and 
taking  away  what  shreds  of  authoritv  they  still 
possess  over  their  land.  I  consider  that  it 
would  be  far  better  to  be  bom  a  Chinaman 
and  to  come  here  and  cast  your  lot  in  this 


country  than  to  be  bom  a  Maori— an  oiiginal 
lord  of  the  soil.  I  would  infinitely  prefer  to 
be  a  Chinaman,  because  I  feel  that  Chinamen 
are  better  treated.  I  see  nothing  to  approve  of 
in  this  measure. 

Mr.  TAIPUA.— Sir,  I  look  to  the  fact  that 
those  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  already 
spoken  have  pointed  out  some  of  the  defects 
of  this  Bill,  and  the  effects  of  the  opposition 
they  have  brought  against  it  give  me  some 
hope  emd  encouragement.  It  would  be  a  matter 
of  great  satisfaction  to  me,  and  the  Natives 
would  be  heartily  thankful,  if  every  membec 
in  this  House  would  consider  carefully  and 
earnestly  the  nature  of  the  legislation  which 
this  Government  proposes  to  bring  into  effect 
to  deal  with  the  Natives  and  their  lands.  I 
never  remember  seeing  a  parallel  Government 
to  the  present  one.  Ic  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
ambition  of  every  Minister  to  introduce  a  Bill 
to  deal  with  Native  lands.  It  appears  as  if  the 
Government  were  desirous  of  taking  from  us  all 
control  of  our  lands  and  our  property.  If  the 
House  should  decide  that  the  Natives  are  to 
pay  their  share  of  the  rates,  I  hope  the  House 
will  be  reasonable,  Sknd  make  the  burden  as 
easy  to  bear  and  as  light  as  possible,  consider- 
ing the  position  the  Natives  are  placed  in. 
First  of  all  we  should  have  equal  laws,  which 
we  have  not  got  at  present.  The  Gh)vemment 
wish  to  give  us  our  burdens  first  and  privileges 
afterwards.  The  law  should  be  made  perfectly 
equal  to  the  Natives  and  the  Europeans,  and 
that  would  be  the  time  to  cause  us  to  bear 
equal  burdens.  At  the  present  time  the  Natives 
are  actuated  by  a  very  strong  desire  to  emulate 
their  European  brethren,  and  to  direct  their 
attention  to  agriculture  and  to  the  raising  of 
stock.  Now,  in  spite  of  all  this  very  laudable 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Natives  to  copy  their 
European  brethren,  the  Grovemment  propoea 
to  take  away  all  authority  from  us  in  the  deal- 
ing  with  our  lands.  It  is  proposed  in  some 
instances  to  take  away  our  lands  bodily  from 
our  control,  and  to  hand  them  over  to  the  con- 
trol of  one  man,  making  that  one  man  a  perfect 
autocrat.  Now,  the  Government  are  handing 
over  to  one  person  the  absolute  control  of  our 
lands  and  our  property,  without  reserving  to  us 
any  control  whatever.  They  are  treating  us  as 
if  the  land  does  not  belong  to  us,  and  heS  been 
taken  away  from  us  by  conquest.  I  do  not 
think  that  this  measure  should  be  pressed  at 
present.  It  might  well  be  held  over  until  next 
year,  until  some  decision  is  come  to  with  re- 
gard to  the  very  question  which  the  Natives 
are  now  debating — the  question  of  having 
some  local  administration  of  their  own  affairs. 
As  a  proof  of  the  unpopularity  of  the  pro- 
posed Government  legislation,  I  believe  this  is 
the  first  Parliament  on  record  during  whioh  peti- 
tions have  been  received  from  Native  women 
protesting  against  a  Government  measure. 
And,  in  connection  with  this  matter,  I  wish  to 
express  my  thanks  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  for 
having  allowed  some  of  the  petitions  that  I 
had  the  honour  to  present  to  be  read  by  the 
Clerk;  but,  with  regard  to  those  same  peti- 
tions, I  have  ceased   to  ask   the  House  to 
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bave  fhem  read,  beoaase  they  have  beoome 
80  nomeiouB.  I  content  myself  with  simply 
laying  them  on  the  table  in  bundles.  Now, 
the  Government  and  Parliament,  in  dealing 
with  the  Native  people,  should  not  forget 
this  fact:  that,  duriog  all  the  Native  wars 
hitherto,  a  veiy  large  section  of  the  people 
have  stood  loyally  by  the  Government.  The 
Natives,  like  many  Europeans,  have  not  hesi- 
tated to  shed  their  blood  in  the  defence  of 
this  country  against  people  of  their  own  Maori 
race.  Hitherto  the  Queen  has  always  placed 
every  injunction  upon  the  Government  to  treat 
the  Native  people  with  kindness,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  gracious  act  is  now  entirely 
forgotten.  I  firmly  believe,  too,  but  for  the 
Gh^ty  of  Waitangi  the  Natives  would  have 
been  wiped  out  long  ago,  and  there  would  have 
been  only  a  remnant  of  them  left.  I  have 
heard  that  formerly  the  European  laws  relat- 
ing to  property  were  very  stringent — so  much 
so  that  if  a  man  stole  a  sheep  he  was  hanged 
for  it.  I  believe  that  but  for  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi  we  should  have  been  all  treated  in  the 
same  way  as  sheep-stealers.  I  hope  that  the 
Government  will  agree  to  postpone  this  Bill 
nntil  next  year,  so  that  we  may  have  a  better 
opportunity  of  considering  it.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  introduced  this  measure  is 
pretty  well  aware  of  the  state  of  Native  feel- 
mg,  because  he  visited  a  large  Native  meeting 
at  Waipatu  last  year,  and  obtained  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  from  the  Natives,  and  he  must 
have  seen,  from  the  large  number  of  Natives 
present  at  diat  meeting,  that  the  Natives  were 
actuated  by  a  very  lively  desire  to  devise  some 
measure  for  their  benefit.  I  think  that  the 
Bill  before  the  House  is  a  very  harsh  one.  I 
see  nothing  in  it  that  meets  with  my  approval. 
I  think  that  if  it  were  postponed  to  some  more 
fitting  time  we  should  be  able  to  come  to  some 
compromise  which  would  give  satisfaction  to 
both  sides;  and,  if  by  that  time  we  should 
be  all  treated  in  the  same  manner,  then 
the  course  would  be  much  simpler  than  it 
is  at  present.  The  Government  are  no  doubt 
aware  that  the  Natives  have  presented  a  great 
number  of  petitions  to  the  House,  asking  that 
some  authority  to  manage  their  afiairs  be  given 
tiiem,  and  I  think  that,  if  the  reasonable  re- 
quest of  the  Natives  were  granted,  then  they 
would  be  able  to  come  to  some  satisfactory 
arrangements  with  regard  to  measures  such  as 
the  one  at  present  before  the  House.  Con- 
sidering the  importance  of  the  measure,  and 
that  it  is  an  entirely  new  departure,  I  think 
that  more  time  should  be  given  to  us  to 
consider  it,  and  to  decide  what  is  best  to  be 
done  under  the  circumstances.  Considering 
also  that  this  is  such  an  entirely  new  departure 
from  anything  the  Natives  have  experienced 
hitherto,  I  foresee  it  will  cause  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  between  the  two  races.  It  will  cause 
an  estrangement  between  the  two  races  which 
cannot  easily  be  healed.  We  should  remember 
the  unfortunate  differences  that  have  taken 
place  between  the  two  races  in  the  past,  and 
do  nothing  now,  or  in  the  future,  to'  bring 
abonfe  ft  recurrence  of  those  difierences.    We 


all  remember  the  circumstances  under  which 
Te  Kooti  was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  the 
Chatham  Islands.  When  he  escaped  &om  the 
Chatham  Islands 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  honourable  gentleman 
must  show  some  connection  between  that  and 
the  Bill.  I  am  anxious  to  give  every  possible 
latitude  to  an  honourable  member  of  the  Na- 
tive race,  but  I  cannot  see  how  the  incident  he 
refers  to  has  any  connection  with  the  present 
Bill. 

Mr.  TAIPUA.— I  mention  that  because  I 
wish  to  point  out  this:  that  if  anything  is 
done  on  the  present  occasion  to  bring  about  a 
quarrel  between  the  two  races  it  wiU  be  very 
disastrous  to  the  country,  and  cause  very  great 
expense.  I  mention  that  quarrel  because  it 
was  caused  by  dealing  with  lands,  euad  the  re- 
sult of  that  quarrel  was  that  the  country  has 
now  to  pay  a  very  large  amount  of  interest 
annually.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that,  whether 
I  make  very  long  remarks  or  short  ones  regard- 
ing this  measure,  the  result  will  be  entirely  the 
same;  but  I  am  glad  that  some  honourable 
gentlemen  have  pointed  out  parts  of  this  Bill 
which  they  object  to. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.  — I  have  Ustened  with 
very  great  attention  to  the  last  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke.  He  has  drawn  one  side 
of  the  picture,  and  I  wish  to  draw  the  other. 
In  the  course  of  his  speech  he  said  that  he 
wishes  to  see  one  law  for  both  races.  Well,  I 
may  say  that  this  is  one  of  the  Bills  before  us 
wherein  it  is  proposed  to  tax  occupied  and  well- 
defined  Native  land,  and  it  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  and  a  step  to  bring  about  that  and. 
Now,  in  my  district  we  have  a  very  large  area 
of  Native  lands  blocking  the  progress  of  the 
country.  We  know  who  the  owners  are,  and 
we  know  that  they  ought  to  occupy  these  lands. 
These  lands  are  covered  with  furze,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  adjoining  lands.  They  are  not  called 
upon  to  contribute  their  share  to  the  fencing, 
nor  to  the  formation  of  roads.  There  is  one 
law  for  the  Natives,  and  another  for  the  Euro- 
peans. We  are  taxed  not  only  to  pay  our  rates 
upon  the  land  occupied  by  the  settlers,  but  we 
are  called  upon  and  taxed  to  pay  rates  on 
Native  land ;  because  we  have  to  maintain  the 
roads,  and  the  Native  people  use  the  roads,  and 
in  many  cases  they  use  them  equally  with,  if  not 
more  than,  the  Europeans  ;  because  they  go  in 
for  contracts  for  carting  flax.  They  cart  this 
fiax  over  the  road.  They  gee  a  good  price  for 
carting  the  fiax — they  make  a  good  profit,  and 
pay  nothing  for  the  roads.  They  are  bringing 
over  large  quantities  of  firewood,  and  generally 
using  the  roads,  and  have  to  pay  nothing 
towards  the  maintenance  of  them.  I  say  this 
has  been  going  on  too  long  in  New  Zealand, 
and  too  long  in  these  settled  districts.  I  do 
not  want  to  see  land  not  occupied — ^not  defined — 
outside  the  boundary  of  constituted  counties — 
taxed;  but  where  there  are  properly-constituted 
counties  and  Bead  Boards,  and  where  the  roads 
are  laid  out,  and  formed,  and  bridged,  and  cul- 
verted,  in  these  districts  it  is  nothing  but  fair 
and  honest  that  these  lands  should  be  brought 
under  the   system  of   rating.    Now,   as  tiiis 
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Bill  only  proposes  to  tax  these  lands  —  and 
wisely,  too  —  on  the  unimproved  value  of  the 
land,  I  think  every  member  of  this  House,  and 
the  colony  as  a  whole,  will  recognise  that  this  is 
a  fair  and  honest  measure :  aud  it  is  surprising 
that  the  settlers  of  New  Zealand  have  stood 
this  double  taxation  as  long  as  they  have. 
Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  has  presented  a  large  number  of  petitions 
to  this  House.  I  had  the  honour  to  present 
a  petition  last  year  from  some  Natives  in  the 
Waihi  Block,  and  I  recollect  that  that  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  a  member.  Seeing 
the  way  in  which  the  petition  was  dealt  with, 
and  the  way  in  which  those  presenting  the 
petition  were  treated,  I  quite  agree,  Sir,  with 
the  honourable  gentleman's  remark  that  the 
Public  Trustee  has  too  much  power  in  re- 
fereoce  to  these  lands:  and  this  Bill  is  giving 
him  more  power.  The  sooner  we  destroy  the 
power  of  the  Public  Trustee  in  these  Native 
lands  the  better  it  will  be  for  this  country  ;  or 
at  all  events  we  should  set  up  a  better  tribunal, 
not  consisting  of  one  man  with  this  enormous 
power  of  dealing  with  these  large  tracts  of  land 
and  large  sums  of  money.  I  have  always  been 
in  favour  of  dealing  fairly  and  honestly  with 
these  Natives,  and  say  New  Zealand  can  claim 
that  we  have  dealt  with  the  Natives  in  this 
country  better  than  the  aboriginals  have  been 
dealt  with  in  any  other  country  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  We  have  given  to  them  all  the  pri- 
vileges of  civilisation ;  we  have  even  given  to 
them  special  representation  in  this  House; 
and  those  honourable  gentlemen — the  Native 
members — sit  here,  and  they  have  a  right  to 
vote,  and  do  vote,  upon  the  question  of  put- 
ting taxes  upon  the  lajids  of  the  Europeans. 
Such  being  the  case,  the  time  has  come,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  recognise  that  fact,  when 
those  lands  in  settled  districts  shall  be  brought 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  I  think,  my- 
self, the  Natives  have  got  a  large  number  of 
grievances — grievances  that  should  have  been 
remedied  long,  long  ago  ;  and  I  quite  recognise 
that  the  Governments  of  the  past  have  not 
dealt  fairly  with  these  Natives.  I  have  before 
me  now  a  report  from  Sir  William  Fox.  I  have 
asked  a  question  during  this  session  of  Parlia- 
ment so  as  to  get  the  grievances  of  these  Natives 
redressed.  Now,  these  Maoris  never  went  into 
rebellion.  I  do  not  wish  to  trespass  upon  the 
patience  of  the  House,  or  to  go  outside  the  Bill 
under  discussion,  because  I  shall  have  plenty 
of  time  to  bring  up  the  statement  again,  and  I 
intend  to  do  so ;  but,  as  it  embodies  the  policy 
of  the  Government  in  dealing  with  these  lands 
I  think  I  am  within  my  right  in  saying  how  it 
will  afiEect  the  Europeans  and  the  Natives.  When 
Mr.  Oadman  was  Native  Minister  I  took  him 
for  a  drive  only  two  miles  outside  the  Borough 
of  New  Plymouth,  and  I  showed  him  Native 
lands  lying  idle  there  which  ought  to  be  under 
cultivation.  I  see  this  in  my  district,  in  spite 
of  what  the  honourable  gentleman  may  say.  I 
have  taken  Natives  myself  to  the  Native  De- 
partment, and  they  have  expressed  a  desire  to 
be  taxed  the  same  as  the  Europeans,  providing 
Mr,  E.  M.  Smith 


they  are  allowed  to  deal  with  their  lands  in  the 
same  manner  as  Europeans — that  is,  to  have 
these  lands  handed  over  to  them  in  order  that 
they  may  administer  them  themselves.  I  hope 
the  Government  will  allow  the  Natives  to  oome 
under  the  provisions  in  another  Native  BiU. 
There  is  a  provision  being  made  whereby  a 
Native  can  become  possessed  of  his  own  laiid, 
and  he  can  hold  the  land,  so  long  as  he  likes  to 
use  it,  by  paying  rates  and  taxes.  The  moment 
he  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  interest  in  the  land 
he  can  do  so.  The  land  will  be  leased,  the 
rates  will  be  paid,  and  the  balance  of  the  rents 
will  be  handed  over  to  those  people  who  are  the 
owners.  It  is  necessary  for  the  advancement 
of  the  colony  that  these  lands  should  become 
rateable,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  see  this  Bill 
before  the  House.  Now,  it  has  been  stated 
that  the  Government  are  bringing  in  a  large 
number  of  Bills.  Of  course  we  know  they  are, 
and  the  reason  why  they  are  bringing  in  such 
a  large  number  is  that  Governments  in  the 
past  have  neglected  to  do  their  duty.  We 
should  not  be  discussing  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  this  Bill  now  if  past  Governments  had  talcen 
this  matter  in  hand.  They  have  been  afraid 
to  tackle  the  question  of  rating  Native  land, 
and  I  can  claim  for  this  Government  that  they 
are  not  afraid.  They  recognise  the  importance 
of  these  lands  being  taxed,  and  they  will  have 
my  very  best  support  in  carrying  this  Bill  and 
making  it  become  law. 

Mr.  PARATA.  —  I  wish  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks upon  this  Bill,  as  it  afiects  the  Natives, 
and  will  rate  the  Native  lands  in  both  Islands. 
I  think  this  Bill  has  been  presented  to  this 
House  rather  too  soon,  because  the  Natives 
have  not  been  made  aware  of  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  rating 
Native  lands.  That  is  why  I  think  the  BiU 
has  been  brought  in  at  a  wrong  time.  A  BiU 
of  this  sort,  afiecting  the  Natives,  should  be 
circulated  among  them  during  the  recess,  so 
that  they  might  know  what  the  provisions  are, 
and  what  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  in 
regard  to  the  Native  race.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  I  do  not  agree  with  this  proposal,  because 
the  Natives  have  not  been  made  aware  of  what 
is  about  to  be  done,  and  they  are  not  educated 
enough  to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  rating 
of  Native  lands.  I  eun  pleased  to  find  that  the 
part  of  the  BiU  that  touches  Europeans  is  op- 
posed by  other  honourable  members  in  regard 
to  the  lands  in  the  South  Island.  I  believe  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  rate  these  people, 
because  some  of  the  Natives  only  hold  half  an 
acre,  and  some  only  two  acres,  and  others  hold 
up  to  as  high  as  ten  acres.  Another  thing 
which  I  do  not  like  in  this  Bill  is  this :  Sup- 
pose they  are  rated,  where  is  the  money  to  be 
spent  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — On  their  roads. 

Mr.  PARATA.  — It  does  not  say  in  the 
Bill  that  the  money  wUl  be  spent  to  improve 
their  roads.  We  have  been  rated  under  the 
Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating  Act  in  pre- 
vious years.  The  Natives  were  charged  with 
that  money,  although  the  Government  paid  it 
to  the  locaJ  bodies ;  but  when  Native  land  was 
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leased  to  Enropeans  it  was  levied  on  that  land, 
and,  though  the  Natives  did  not  reap  any  benefit 
Irom  it,  they  still  had  to  pay,  if  the  land  was 
sold  to  the  Grown  or  to  a  private  individual, 
for  the  charges  would  be  charged  against  his 
land  if  they  had  the  benefit  of  the  rate.  That 
is  why  I  said  this  BUI  had  been  introduced  too 
soon. 

An  Hon.  Mbmber. — Oh  1  no. 

Mr.  PABATA. — Yes,  because  they  do  not 
understand  how  it  will  work,  and  the  Bill  does 
not  state  what  lands  are  to  be  exempted.  I 
think  this  Bill  might  have  been  left  over  till 
after  the  general  election. 

Hon.  Membebs.— Oh,  oh  1 

Mr.  PABATA.— I  say  it  should ;  and  I  will 
give  the  House  my  reason  —  namely,  that  the 
Natives  have  not  been  made  aware  of  what  the 
intentions  of  the  Gk)vemment  are — whether 
they  would  like  to  have  their  land  rated,  how 
the  land  is  going  to  be  rated,  and  how  the 
money  is  going  to  be  spent,  and  whether  it  is 
going  to  be  spent  for  their  own  benefit  or  not. 
This  is  why  I  say  this  Bill  should  be  postponed 
till  after  the  general  election,  so  that  every 
Native  candidate  can  bring  it  before  the  people. 
It  has  been  said  in  this  House,  **  Let  the  people 
know ;  let  the  people  rule  " ;  therefore  I  say,  let 
the  Native  population  know  what  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  are:  and  there  are 
many  measures  which  have  been  brought  be- 
fore this  House  in  regard  to  which  honourable 
members  have  said  that  the  people  did  not 
know  anything  about  them.  We  will  take  the 
women's  franchise,  for  instance.  Honourable 
members  have  urged  that  that  is  a  new  de- 
parture, and  that  it  should  first  be  submitted 
to  the  people.  Now,  this  measure  is  a  new 
departure  in  regard  to  the  Natives.  I  do  not 
see  why  the  Natives  should  not  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  respect.  I  think  especially  that 
the  Natives  in  the  South  Island  should  be  ex- 
empted from  rates  on  their  land,  because  the 
land  was  taken  from  them  for  a  mere  baga- 
telle. Thirty  million  acres  of  land  were  taken 
from  the  Natives  for  £2,000.  The  country  can 
therefore  afford  to  exempt  the  whole  of  the 
Native  reserves  in  the  South  Island  and  the 
small  area  of  land  which  the  Natives  hold. 
It  is  my  place  here  to  protect  the  interests  of 
the  Natives  of  the  South  Island.  They  sent 
me  here  to  do  so.  I  may  say  that  I  have  had 
several  letters  from  these  people  in  reply  to 
my  communications  to  them,  in  which  they  say 
they  do  not  know  what  it  means  or  how  it  is 
going  to  work.  Although  the  Natives  in  the 
South  Island  own  very  small  holdings,  they 
have  not  got  their  titles  to  these  holdings,  and 
this  Bill  does  not  say  that  it  is  only  when  they 
get  their  titles  that  they  shall  be  rated.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  right  that  rates  should  be  levied 
upon  the  land  when  the  Natives  have  not  got 
their  individual  titles,  because  one  man,  as  the 
matter  now  stands,  may  have  to  pay  the  whole 
of  the  rates,  while  others  escape  from  paying. 
According  to  the  Bating  Act  tney  are  charged 
at  present  a  rate  of  6  per  cent.  As  I  have  said, 
the  Natives  do  not  know  how  this  Bill  will 


work.  I  will  take.  Sir,  your  own  District  of 
Waimate.  Look  at  the  little  bit  of  land  which 
the  Natives  hold  there.  Part  of  that  land 
is  shingle.  I  do  not  think  it  is  worth  more 
than  Is.  or  2s.  an  acre  in  some  places.  Then, 
take  the  Waitaki :  what  is  the  value  of  that 
land?  This  ought  to  be  looked  into  properly 
before  you  levy  rates  upon  these  people.  Num- 
bers of  these  people  cannot  make  a  living  on 
their  land .  All  these  cases  should  be  thoroughlv 
examined  before  rates  are  levied  upon  the  land. 
Taupo  West,  East,  and  South  are  to  be  ex- 
empted, but  there  is  nothing  said  about  the 
Stewart  Island  people.  The  Stewart  Island  Na- 
tives should  be  exempted,  because  they  are  on 
an  island,  and  there  are  no  roads  there.  I  am 
sorry  the  honourable  gentleman  has  overlooked 
his  friends  at  Stewart  Island.  In  regard  to 
myself,  it  is  right  that  rates  should  be  levied 
on  my  land,  because  I  reap  the  benefit  myself  : 
but  I  consider  other  people  in  this  matter — the 
people  who  sent  me  to  this  House.  In  the 
North  Island,  lots  of  land  have  not  been  indi- 
vidualised, or  gone  through  the  Court.  The 
people  do  not  understand  it ;  and  it  is  nothing 
but  right  that  the  measure  should  be  properly 
ventilated  before  it  is  passed.  As  a  matter  of 
justice,  I  will  vote  against  the  second  reading. 
Although  I  have  always  supported  the  Govern- 
ment, I  shall  on  this  occasion  have  to  op- 
pose them,  and  do  what  I  think  right  in  tne 
interests  of  the  people  who  sent  me  here.  Now 
with  regard  to  the  few  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth.  He  said  that 
this  is  the  proper  time  to  bring  in  this  Bill. 
I  must  tell  that  honourable  member  that  the 
Natives  have  not  been  properly  educated  to 
this.  Unless  they  are  educated  you  must  not 
force  laws  upon  them  which  they  do  not  under- 
stand. Of  course  they  use  the  roads,  but  then 
you  must  teach  them  how  they  are  going  to 
act.  It  is  an  old  saying,  "  You  have  got  to  creep 
before  you  can  walk."  There  are  too  many 
Bills  brought  down  at  once.  There  are  Bills 
concerning  their  lands — taking  them  away  and 
putting  them  under  the  Public  Trustee — and 
there  are  the  Bating  Bill  and  a  dozen  others. 
If  you  bring  forward  all  these  Bills  on  the 
Natives  you  will  drive  them  away  from,  instead 
of  bringing  them  into  unison  with,  the  Euro- 
peans. I  am  not  going  to  keep  the  House 
much  longer,  but  I  have  stated  my  objection 
to  the  Bill,  and  that  the  Bill  should  have 
been  brought  forward.  I  say  it  should  have 
been  circulated  before  the  House  met,  or 
it  should  be  postponed  until  after  the  gene- 
ral election,  to  let  honourable  members  place 
before  the  Natives  how  it  is  going  to  work  and 
what  it  means.  The  whole  thing  should  be 
properly  ventilated  before  you  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
make  these  people  pay  rates  and  taxes  the  same 
as  Europeans.  No  doubt  it  is  right  in  one  wa^, 
but  in  another  it  is  not.  Beferring  the  Bill 
to  a  Select  Committee,  they  may  bring  it  back 
in  a  different  form.  I  am  now  speaking  of 
the  Bill  where  it  touches  the  Natives,  and  I 
repeat  again  it  is  not  right.  If  there  is  any 
rate  to  bo  put  on,  I  think  the  colony  shonla 
zemember  the  way  the  land  was  sold  to  the 
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Grown,  and  the  oonditions.  Those  conditions 
have  never  been  fulfilled.  If  they  had  been,  no 
doubt  the  Natives  would  have  been  prepared 
to  pay  their  share  of  the  rates  for  land  they 
hold;  but  at  the  present  time  the  House  knows 
well  there  are  sixteen  hundred  of  these  people 
who  are  without  land,  and  eight  hundred  of 
them  averaging  from  five  to  ten  aores  each. 
Well,  looking  at  it  from  that  point  of  view,  I 
do  not  think  it  is  right  this  Bill  should  tax  the 
Natives  in  the  South  Island.  I  am  here  to 
protect  the  Natives  in  the  South  Island.  I 
nave  stated  my  objections  to  the  Bill.  When 
it  goes  into  Committee  I  will  move  that  it 
shall  not  apply  to  the  South  Island. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  taken  a  very  sensible 
view  of  this  mesksure,  and  I  congratulate  the 
honourable  gentleman,  who  points  out  that 
the  Natives  of  the  South  Island,  at  any  rate, 
ought  not  to  be  included  in  the  operation  of 
that  Act ;  and  in  that,  I  think,  every  one  will 
agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman.  We 
know  that  the  South  Island  was  practically 
parted  with  by  the  Natives  for  a  mere  song, 
and  certain  arrangements  were  made  by  us 
whioh  up  to  the  present  time  have  never  been 
fulfilled.  After  the  able  manner  in  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  defended  the 
rights  of  the  Natives  of  the  South  Island,  I 
think  that  the  Government  ought  to  reconsider 
the  position  with  regard  to  the  South  Island. 
Mr.  Eapa  also  put  his  case  in  such  a  way 
that  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  can 
hardly  overlook  the  recommendations  he  made 
with  regard  to  Native -land  taxation.  Per- 
sonally, I  have  not  gone  into  the  matter  as 
far  as  the  North  Island  is  concerned,  but  it 
is  one  the  Government  will  require  to  show  an 
amount  of  discretion  in  connection  with.  In 
many  parts  of  the  North  it  is  only  right  that 
rates  should  be  collected  from  the  Natives.  The 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  stated 
this  Bill  had  been  introduced  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  some  Government  '*  faddist."  I  think 
when  he  made  that  reference  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  McLean) 
he  was  entirely  out  of  order.  We  know  that 
honourable  gentleman  is  an  advocate  of  the 
"  single  tax  "  in  this  House,  in  season  and  out 
of  season ;  and  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
things  in  connection  with  that  honourable 
gentleman  and  his  scheme  is  that  he  has  sat 
perfectly  silent  the  whole  night,  much  as  he 

advocates  this  principle  on  the  platform 

I  saw  him  on  one  occasion  erected  on  a  sort 
of  elevated  scaffold  on  the  reclaimed  land — he 
was  not  hanged,  but  fdted  by  a  band  and  with 
torchlights  flaming;  and  he  declared  that  upon 
every  occasion  upon  the  floor  of  this  House,  if 
they  returned  him,  he  would  advocate  the 
principle  of  a  single  tax.  But  we  have  had  not 
a  single  word  from  him  to-night  in  favour  of 
this  measure,  which  he  has,  according  to  the 
honourable  i»ember  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish) 
succeeded  in  inducing  the  Government  to  bring 
before  the  country.  Now,  Sir,  ingenious  as 
that  suggestion  was  on  the  part  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City,  he  here  missed 
Mr.  Parata 


the  mark.  The  real  instigatoE  of  the  Bill,  I 
believe,  was  not  the  honourable  member  foe 
Wellington  Cit^.  It  ought  to  be  called  a 
rating  Bill  instigated  by  the  Oonunissioner  of 
Taxes  for  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand.  That 
is  the  author  of  the  Bill.  Sir,  we  know  that 
the  Government  at  the  present  time  have  the 
officers  of  the  various  aepartments  preparing 
these  Bills  galore  —  not  because  tixey  care 
one  single  penny  whether  they  become  law  or 
not,  but  because  they  wish  to  obscure  our 
visions  and  perceptions  in  connection  with  our 
work.  They  are  pouring  Bills  and  meaBuree 
by  the  thousand  on  the  floor  of  this  House, 
which  they  have  not  the  slightest  intention 
of  making  law.  Why  do  they  not  select  the 
Bills  they  really  mean  to  pass,  and  go  on  with 
them  ?  Now,  Sir,  I  say  the  author  of  thiB  Bill 
is  the  Commissioner  of  Taxes ;  and  here  is  the 
kev  to  the  whole  position  in  the  report  he  cir- 
culated last  July— twelve  months  ago.  He 
says,— 

"  From  time  to  time  I  have  given  full  con- 
sideration to  the  question  of  the  advisability  of 
the  general  assessment  for  local  bodies  beang 
made  by  this  de|>artment.  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  continue 
the  present  system.  It  is  not  necessary  to  im- 
mediately provide  another  in  its  plaice,  and 
next  year  would  be  early  enough  to  introduce 
a  measure." 

Just  twelve  months  ago  he  said  next  year 
would  be  quite  time  enough,  and  here  we  have 
the  Bill— twelve  months  to  a  day. 

**  At  present  an  immense  quantity  of  work  is 
done  that  is  not  required  for  a  land-tax  assess- 
ment, and  this  was  the  case,  though  to  a  less 
extent,  under  the  property- tax  assessment." 

Here  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  thing.  It  causes 
a  great  facility  for  assessment.  Now,  what  has 
been  done  by  the  Land-  and  Income-tax  De- 
partment regarding  lands?  They  have  bem 
forcing  up  the  value  of  lands  in  the  country, 
and  tibey  found,  themselves,  that  even  those 
farmers  who  are  now  enjoying  exemptions  are 
feeling  irritated,  because  the  valuations  of  their 
properties  are  so  high  that  they  have  to  pay 
increased  taxation  to  the  local  bodies ;  and  the 
department  has  not  the  courage  to  faoe  its 
own  valuations.  It  wishes  now  to  introduoe 
by  a  side-wind  this  Bill,  in  order  to  save  itself 
from  the  responsibility  of  its  assessments.  The 
report  says, — 

"  The  fact  of  our  values  being  taken  for  local 
rating  causes  much  hostility  to  the  assessment, 
and  consequently  to  any  system  of  State  taza> 
tion  administered  by  this  department." 

We  see  clearly,  therefore,  that  the  depart- 
ment has  not  the  courage  to  insist  upon  its 
valuations  in  numbers  of  the  estates  where  no 
taxation  is  collected  for  the  purposes  of  their 
Act,  but  where  taxation  is  collected  by  the 
local  bodies.  There  was  a  denial  to-night  by 
the  Minister  in  charge  of  this  Bill,  when  chal- 
lenged by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Wai- 
rarapa :  that  honourable  gentleman  pointed  out 
that  it  was  to  shift  from  the  shoulders  of  the 
department  the  heavy  cost,  and  cause  the  local 
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bodies  to  bear  that  extra  infliotion,  and  here 
we  have  it  in  this  report : — 

**If  the  valuation  of  the  smaller  propertias 
were  dispensed  with,  and  rolls  were  not  sup- 
plied to  local  bodies,  the  triennial  assessment 
and  its  heavy  cost  might  be  abolished." 

There  you  are,  Sir.  It  is  the  heavy  oost  in- 
onrred  which  the  department  wants  to  get  rid 
of,  and  wishes  to  throw  on  local  bodies  to  ad- 
minister. I  venture  to  say  the  revenue  now 
coming  in  to  these  local  bodies  is  absolutely 
madequate  to  meet  their  current  outgoings. 
Yet  here  we  have  a  change  still  further  cum- 
bering them  with  costs  which  might  be,  and 
ought  properly  to  be,  borne  by  the  General 
Government.  I  was  pointing  out  to  the 
Minister— although  at  the  time  he  was  en- 
l^aged  by  the  editor  of  the  principal  Ministerial 
journal,  and  probably  giving  him  a  few  hints 
as  to  what  should  appear  in  to-morrow  morn- 
ing's paper — I  was  pointing  out  that  he  denied 
this  evening  that  the  object  for  which  this  was 
being  done  was  that  the  increased  costs  should 
be  put  upon  the  local  bodies ;  and  here  we  have 
it  in  this  very  report  showing  that  is  the  rea- 
son of  it.  Now,  we  have  the  honourable  gentle- 
man telling  us  that  8d.  in  the  pound  is  the 
assessment  be  intends  to  place  upon  land.  He 
ought  to  know,  at  any  rate,  as  Treasurer,  that 
that  is  not  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  local  opera- 
tions required  by  these  local  bodies.  We  nave 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  telling 
us  clearly  and  distinctly  that  that  would  not 
carry  on  the  work  for  the  City  of  Dunedin. 
We  have  this  single-tax  business  applied  by  the 
Government,  and  they  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  the  option  either  of  carrying  out  the 
old  Bating  Act  or  of  carrying  out  the  new  rate 
upon  the  unimproved  values.  And  what  does 
that  mean?  It  means  that  you  will  at  once 
throw  the  apple  of  discord  into  every  county 
and  borough  in  New  Zealsmd.  What  will 
ensue  ?  The  people  who  have  rich  land  capable 
of  ^reat  improvement  will  reap  the  advantage, 
while  those  settlers  who  have  poor  land  not 
capable  of  improvement  at  all  will  derive  no 
advantage.  This,  of  course,  wUl  cause  trouble. 
I  do  not  at  all  believe  in  this  principle  of 
exempting  these  improvements  under  a  system 
of  this  sort.  Local  rates  must  at  present  be 
raised  on  the  value  of  the  land  with  the  im- 
provements, and,  if  the  question  of  exempting 
improvements  is  entertained,  many  questions 
arise — as  to  value  of  improvements  and  pos- 
sible improvable  quality  of  land.  It  represents 
wealth,  and  in  my  belief  the  true  principle  of 
taxation  is  that  a  person  should  contribute  in 
proportion  to  his  wealth  to  the  revenues  either 
of  the  country  or  of  the  local  bodies.  This  is  a 
system  of  exempting  certain  forms  of  wealth  by 
placing  the  taxation  on  the  unimproved  values. 
1  am  glad  to  see  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
taking  a  note  of  it.  I  can  see  he  has  never 
ffiven  the  question  any  study  at  all.  The  Bill 
has  been  entirely  instigated  b^  the  depart- 
ment, and  I  venture  to  say  that  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  gives  these  big  questions 
a  little  more  consideration  it  will  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  colony.    The  Premier  grunts. 


That  is  to  be  expected ;  but  a  grunt  will  not 
satisfy  the  people  of  this  colony.  He  has  been 
tickling  the  ears  of  the  colonists,  and  playing 
lately  into  the  hands  of  a  certain  wealthy 
clafls,  not  caring  a  brass  farthing  how  un- 
justly he  may  treat  any  other  class  of  the 
community,  so  long  as  he  gains  favour  with 
that  class.  The  honourable  gentleman  regu- 
lates his  taxation  on  this  basis :  '*  Let  us 
ascertain  the  point  beyond  which  a  majority 
can  be  discovered,  and  we  will  go  to  that  point, 
and  sacrifice  the  minority  so  long  as  we  can 
capture  the  votes  of  the  majority."  That  is 
the  principle  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  carried  out.  And  then.  Sir,  under  clause  9 
we  are  to  have  this  10  per  cent,  added  upon 
moneys  which  are  not  due — 10  per  cent,  is  to 
be  chazged  against  moneys  which  are  paid  in 
advance.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  before. 
I  know  what  a  conmiercial  man  would  say 
under  circumstances  of  this  sort.  I  have 
briefly  treated  the  question  of  placing  on  the 
local  bodies  an  increased  burden  which  they 
are  entirely  unable  to  bear,  and  the  department 
need  not  think  they  will  divest  themselves  of 
the  responsibility  of  still  adhering  to  the  high 
valuations  they  have  been  imposing  in  the  past. 
Then,  we  are  to  send  the  Bill  to  the  Local  Bills 
Committee  and  other  Committees. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  understand  that  it 
is  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— A  special  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— If  the  Premier  had 
been  in  his  place^and  I  regret  to  say  he  is  not 
in  his  place  as  often  as  he  ought  to  be — he 
would  have  heard  the  Treasurer  state  clearly 
and  distinctly  that  this  Bill  was  to  go  before 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  portion  of  it  that  re- 
fers to  Native  lands. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Just  so.  But  what 
this  side  of  the  House,  at  all  events,  expects 
is,  not  that  the  Committees  of  the  House 
should  bring  in  legislation,  but  that  the  Go- 
vernment themselves,  during  the  whole  period 
of  the  recess,  should  devote  themselves  to  pre- 
paring their  legislation.  It  is  far  better  that 
they  should  do  that  than  that  the  Premier 
should  be  gallivanting  on  the  West  Coast,  ban- 
queting at  all  times  and  sesbsons — far  better,  I 
say,  to  attend  to  the  legislation  of  the  country, 
and  have  it  properly  prepared,  so  that  they 
may  be  prepared  to  bring  down  the  legisla- 
tion they  wish  to  pass  when  the  House  meets. 
Let  them  not  break  us  down  with  unneces- 
saiy  work  by  bringing  in  twenty  or  thirty 
times  more  measures  than  they  expect  to 
pass,  thereby  interfering  with  the  work  we 
fibre  ready  to  go  on  with.  For  my  part,  I 
consider  the  measure  is  wholly  unnecessary, 
except  as  applied  to  Native  lands,  and  a  spe- 
cial Bill  should  have  dealt  with  that  subject. 
It  is  no  doubt  framed,  as  I  have  said,  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Taxes,  in 
the  first  instance,  and,  secondly,  to  please  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
McLean),  by  carrying  out  his  principle  of  the 
single  tax.    But  I  would  ask  tiiat  honourable 
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gentleman,  what  will  he  do  with  a  number  of 
premises  in  this  city  ?  In  the  case  of  the  D.I.G. 
Company,  for  instance. :  Will  he  let  them  off, 
and  simply  charge  them  on  the  value  of  the 
land,  without  charging  them  at  aJU  on  that 
vast  structure  they  have  erected  upon  it? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Yes. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — The  Minister  of 
Labour  seems  to  be  entirely  forgetting  the 
fact  that  the  late  Premier  —  the  honourable 
gentleman  whose  policy  he  and  his  colleagues 
profess  so  much  to  approve  of  —  a  little  time 
ago  instanced  that  very  D.I.C.  Company  in  this 
town,  and  asked,  "  Would  it  not  be  unjust  to 
permit  a  wealthy  company  like  that  to  en- 
tirely escape  taxation  on  their  premises,  and 
only  to  tax  the  land?"  But  this  Bill  is  not 
to  tax  capital  at  all ;  it  is  only  taxing  a  por- 
tion of  a  person's  capital.  Yet  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  McLean) 
sits  there ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  when  the 
Bill  goes  into  Committee  he  will  no  more  fight 
for  the  single  tax  being  applied  to  municipal 
property  than  I  should  do.  In  theory  it  is  a 
neautiful  scheme,  but  in  practice  the  honour- 
able member  will  abandon  it,  as  he  has  aban- 
doned many  other  things  in  this  House.  The 
only  thing  he  does  not  abandon  is  the  making 
of  attacks  upon  his  fellow  -  members  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  McLean.— I  only  rise  to  say  that  I 
wish  the  honourable  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  statement  he  has  made.  I  have  never  at- 
tacked any  of  my  colleagues  in  the  House.  I 
have  always  defended  them. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  cannot  withdraw 
the  statement,  as  yon.  Sir,  know  it  to  be  per- 
fectly true. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  appears  to  know 
extremely  well  the  motives  of  Ministers,  but  I 
must  say  the  speech  he  has  made  with  refer- 
ence to  this  matter  carries  a  little  more  abuse 
than  argument.  I  consider  that  this  is  one  of 
the  most  important  Bills  brought  down  to  the 
House  this  session,  because  it  introduces  two 
new  and  very  important  measures— that  is  to 
say,  the  suggestion  for  the  rating  of  Native 
lands,  and  the  proposal  for  an  alteration  in  the 
rating  of  property  for  local  purposes.  These 
are  two  very  important  measures,  and  even 
should  the  Bill  not  become  law  this  session 
great  good  will  be  done  by  the  discussion  of 
these  measures,  and  by  the  improvements  that 
no  doubt  will  be  made  upon  them  in  Commit- 
tee. It  must  not  be  forgotten,  Sir,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  great  portion  of  the  expense  that 
has  been  referred  to,  which  the  local  bodies 
are  to  be  put  to  in  reference  to  the  preparing 
of  rolls  for  the  valuation  of  property,  tbat  a 
great  many  local  bodies  are  already  put  to 
that  expense.  They  prepare  their  own  local 
rolls,  and  consequently  the  argument  as  to  the 
expense  that  they  will  be  forced  to  bear  under 
this  Bill  falls  to  the  ground;  and  I  think, 
with  reference  to  the  county  property -tax 
valuation,  where  the  argument  as  to  ex- 
pense would  have  come  in,  that  may  wait.  I 
Mr.  T.  Mackenne 


was  interested  in  listening  to  the  honourable 
member  for  EUesmere.  I  think  he  referred  to 
the  adoption  of  such  a  principle  aa  this,  and 
gave  instances  of  how  it  would  work,  mention- 
ing two  quarter-acre  sections,  one  having  a 
large  building  on  it  of  considerable  value,  and 
which  would  have  no  more  to  pay  than  the 
adjoining  section  of  the  poor  man  who  paid  ooa 
the  poor  property  he  had.  I  consider  the 
honourable  gentleman  hardly  thought  out  that 
example,  because  if  he  had  thought  it  out  he 
would  have  carried  it  further,  and  would  have 
given  instances  in  which  a  man  holding  a 
quarter-acre  section  may  spend  a  good  deal  of 
money  upon  it — ^may,  in  fact,  spend  upon  it 
the  savings  of  a  lifetime — ^while  another  man 
who  holds  the  adjoining  section  for  speculative 
purposes  may  hold  it  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
the  expenditure  of  his  neighbour.  That  is  the 
true  ultimate  result  of  carrying  out  an  example 
of  that  kind.  The  other  clauses  he  referred  to 
—  namely,  as  to  the  amount  of  discount  for 
the  payment  of  rates — ^seem  to  be  entirely  in 
favour  of  the  wealthy  man,  because  we  all 
know,  who  have  any  experience  of  boroughs, 
that  it  is  not  the  poor  people  who  are  able 
to  pay  first;  consequently,  the  giving  of  a 
discount  for  paying  early  would  have  this  re- 
sult: The  wealthy  people,  who  would  be  in 
a  position  to  pay  early,  would  receive  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  discount,  and  the  poor  people, 
who  had  been  struggling  the  whole  year  before 
to  pay  their  rates,  would  not  receive  that 
benefit.  Consequently  that  advantage  whioh 
the  honourable  gentleman  sought  to  prove  by 
his  example  falls  to  the  ground.  I  listened 
with  very  great  pleasure  and  interest  to  the 
speeches  of  |the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
represent  the  Natives,  and  I  must  say  there 
is  a  good  deal  in  what  they  have  said.  At  the 
same  time,  I  noticed  this :  that  these  gentle- 
men, and  the  Natives  whom  they  represent,  are 
always  ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  laws 
of  the  Europeans  when  there  is  nothing  to 
pay.  They  then  say,  "Let  us  be  governed 
by  equal  laws."  But  where  it  is  a  question 
of  paying  money  we  never  find  the  Natives 
admit  that  they  should  pay  it.  They  like  to 
keep  from  paying  money  if  possible ;  and  in 
that  respect  I  do  not  think  the  Natives  are 
different  from  the  Europeans.  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Southern  Maori  District, 
I  think,  spoke  of  this  Bill  coming  on  too 
soon,  and  said  that  the  Natives  should  have 
some  information  of  measures  of  this  kind 
might  know  something  about  them  before  they 
before  they  were  brought  forward,  so  that  they 
became  law.  We  have  always  found  that  the 
demands  for  the  payment  of  rates  for  any  pur- 
poses come  upon  us  too  soon.  The  olnectioos 
that  I  have  heard  urged  against  this  Bill  oaa 
be  dealt  with  in  Committee,  because  they  are 
not  objections  mainly  to  the  principle,  but  man 
to  particular  clauses;  they  have  reference  to 
the  minutiffi  of  the  Bill.  The  main  elements, 
I  say,  are  here.  I  am  not  prepared  to  sav 
that  this  is  the  proper  time  when  the  BiU 
should  be  brought  in,  but  I  certainly  think 
the  Gbvemment  deserves  the  thanks,  and  will 
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hftve  the  thanlcB,  of  the  country  for  intro- 
daoing  this  measaze.  As  we  know,  in  the 
poorer  districts,  where  the  Europeans  have  to 
make  roads  over  hills  and  dales  in  most  diffi- 
cult country,  it  is  only  right  that  they  should 
be  able— as  they  are  not  at  present — to  rate  the 
Native  lands.  '  The  unfortunate  settlers  are 
taxed  up  to  the  hilt,  and  feel  the  difficulty  of 
this  position ;  and  the  local  bodies  have  been 
repeatedly  crying  out  for  the  power  of  rating 
Native  lands.  For  that  reason,  I  am  very 
much  pleased  to  see  that  the  Government  have 
introduced  a  Bill  of  this  character.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  clauses  relating  to  the  change 
in  the  method  of  valuing  by  the  local  bodies 
will  create  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  also  there  is  room  for  it.  T^at 
is  all  I  intend  to  say  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  McGUIBE.— I  am  well  pleased  indeed 
to  see  a  measure  of  this  kind  introduced,  and 
I  may  say  that  it  is  not  introduced  before  it 
is  required,  more  especially  with  reference  to 
Native  land.  This  Native  land,  of  course, 
contributes  nothiug  whatever  to  the  local  reve- 
nue. The  Natives  use  our  roads  and  bridges, 
and  the  unfortunate  settler  has  to  provide  the 
ways  and  means  to  construct  and  to  keep 
the  roads  in  order.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is 
neither  right  nor  just.  The  Natives  are  reap- 
ing great  benefits  from  the  expenditure  of 
money  contributed  by  the  settlers;  they  are 
receiving  large  rentals  from  their  lands ;  they 
are  receiving  money  for  flax,  and  other  ^ings, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  they  derive  as  great  a 
benefit  from  these  local  works  as  the  settlers 
who  have  to  maintain  the  roads;  and  yet 
they  do  not  contribute  one  shilling  to  the  cost 
of  construction  or  maintenance.  The  Bill,  if 
passed  will  do  away  with  this  state  of  things, 
and  I  maiutain  that  it  is  absolutely  necessanr, 
in  justice  to  all  parties,  that  this  Bill  should 
become  law.  Again,  under  this  Bill  it  will  be 
found  that  the  Natives  can  get  their  land  indi- 
vidualised, and  they  will  be  able  to  get  leases 
of  the  land  themselves,  so  that  thev  may  be 
able  to  put  themselves  in  an  independent 
position,  instead  of  working  in  common  as  at 
present.  At  present  the  Native  who  worked 
early  and  late  on  the  co-operative  principle 
does  not  receive  any  encouragement  for  his  m- 
dnstry.  Such  a  state  of  things  is  not  equi- 
table or  just  to  the  energetic.  This  Bill  will 
alter  that  state  of  things,  and  put  the  Natives 
in  a  better  position  than  they  nave  ever  been 
in  before.  There  are  also  clauses  in  the  Bill 
which  make  all  who  derive  benefit  from  the 
expenditure  of  the  rates  of  the  local  bodies 
contribute  to  those  rates;  and  this,  I  think, 
is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  I  think  that 
the  Native  lands  deriving  a  benefit  from  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  local  body  should  certainly  pay 
rates ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  a  large  area 
of  Native  land  is  so  benefited.  The  honour- 
able member  who  represents  the  Natives  of 
the  South  Island  said  the  Natives  were  not 
educated  up  to  this  matter.  But  I  trust  this 
Bill  will  be  passed  through  the  House,  and 
that  will  soon  educate  them  in  this  direction. 
I  think  if  they  look  at  it  themselves  they  will 


see  that  the  Bill  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  generally,  and  that  the  Natives  have 
as  good  a  right  to  pay  for  the  roads  as  others. 
So  far  as  this  country  is  concerned,  they  have 
been  treated  fairly  and  honestly;  and,  indeed, 
seeing  the  amount  of  money  they  receive  for 
their  lands  in  the  North  Island,  and  the  rents 
they  are  getting,  they  are  the  only  persons 
who,  and  without  any  effort  on  their  part,  are 
in  a  good  financial  position.  I  am  glad,  also, 
to  see  that  the  Road  Boards  and  County 
Councils  will  have  the  option  of  rating  on 
the  unimproved  value  of  land  if  they  think 
proper.  I  think  this  is  really  in  the  interest 
of  local  bodies,  because  it  is  well  known  that 
those  who  work  early  and  late  to  improve 
their  farms  have  to  pay  more  than  those  who- 
do  nothing,  and  I  think  it  will  be  far  bet- 
ter, and  in  the  interests  of  all  parties,  that  the 
lands  should  be  rated  on  the  unimproved  value, 
particularly  country  land.  Now  in  reference 
to  the  Natives:  I  ask,  why  should  they  not 
pay  ?  Do  they  not  use  the  Queen's  highway  ? 
Then,  why  should  thejr  not  contribute  to  its 
maintenance?  Sir,  it  is  absolutely  necesscu^, 
because  it  is  impossible  in  those  districts  where 
Natives  are  numerous  for  the  white  settlers  to 
maintain  the  roads  and  bridges.  I  am  sorry 
nothing  has  been  done  yet  in  the  matter  of 
divisional  fencing,  because  that  is  one  of  the 
things  I  have  advocated  ever  since  I  have  been 
in  the  House :  it  is  a  great  hardship  on  those 
who  live  next  to  Natives  to  have  to  make  all 
the  divisional  fencing.  This,  to  my  mind,  is  a 
great  injustice,  because  the  Natives  are  as  able 
to  do  their  share  as  the  Europeans,  and  there- 
fore they  should  do  it.  I  trust  at  an  early  date 
something  will  be  done  also  in  this  direction. 
However,  we  must  move  along  slowly  but  surely, 
and  secure  every  inch  of  ground.  So  far  as  the 
Bill  is  concerned,  I  shall  certainly  support  its 
second  reading. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  discuss  this  Bill  at  present,  as  it 
has  to  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee ;  but  I 
wish  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reference  to 
the  speeches  made  by  the  Native  members.  I 
have  always  noticed  that  when  a  Bill  is  brought 
into  the  House  that  in  any  way  affects  Native 
lands  they  are  always  anxious  to  haye  the  mea- 
sure postponed ;  it  is  always,  '*  Taihoa,  taikoa, 
taihoa"  They  are  never  ready;  they  do  not 
understand  paying  rates,  and  they  never  will 
understand  paying  rates  until  they  are  obliged 
to  do  so.  I  have  no  doubt  that  when  the  rate- 
collector  comes  to  visit  their  dwellings  in  the 
same  way  as  those  of  Europeans  they  will  very 
soon  understand  all  about  paying  rates.  But  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  on  looking  at  Part  II.  of 
this  Bill,  that  their  objections  to  it  were  raised 
unnecessarily.  I  do  not  see  cuiything  in  the 
Bill  to  frighten  the  Native  owners.  If  I  read  it 
correctly  it  is  not  going  to  call  upon  the  Natives 
to  pay  rates  to  any  great  extent.  I  am  afraid 
this  Bill  has  been  brought  in  merely  for  the 
sake  of  appearances.  So  far  as  I  can  read  it,  it 
is  not  going  to  tax  Native  lands  at  all.  That  is 
the  view  I  take  of  it.  In  clause  14,  under  ex* 
emptions  of  land,  it  says, — 
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«  There  shall  be  excepted  from  zatixig  under 
this  part  of  this  Act  all  Native  luid, — 
"(1.)  Situate  within  the   Counties   of  Ea- 
whia,   Taupo    West,    Taupo  East, 
Sounds,  and  Fiord ;  or 
*'  (2.)  Situate  more  than  five  miles  from  any 
public  road  or   highway  open  for 
norse-traf&o ;  or 
*'  (8.)  Situate  outside  of  any  borough  or  town 
district,  and  which  is  occupied  solely 
by  Natives,  and  upon  which  their 
houses  or  whares  are  erected,  but 
not  exceeding  ten  acres  in  extent  in 
any  case;  or 
"(4.)  Situate  within  any  borough  or  town 
district,  and  which  is  occupied  solely 
by  Natives,  and  which,  owing  to  the 
indigent  circumstances  of  the  occu- 
piers, or  for  other  special  reason,  the 
Governor  shall  think  should  be  ex- 
empted; or 
"  (5.)  Which  may  from  time  to  time  be  de- 
clared by  the  Governor  in  Council  to 
be  exempted  therefrom ;  or  " — 
And  now  comes  the  worst  feature  of  the 
whole  Bill:— 
**  (6.)  The  title  to  which  has  not  been  ascer- 
tained  through^  the   Native   Land 
Court,  and  of  which  there  is  not 
an  occupier  as  defined  in  section 
eleven  of  this  Act." 
Now,  if  any  one  will  read  the  Bill  carefully 
and  see  what  **  occupier  "  means,  he  will  see 
that  the  whole  thing,  so  far  as  rating  Native 
lands  is  concerned,  is  a  mockery  and  a  sham. 
Clause  11  says  that — 

*'*  Occupier,'  in  respect  of  Native  lands, 
means  and  includes — 

**  (a.)  Any  person,  not  being  a  Native,  who  is 
in  actual  or  beneficial  occupation  or  in  receipt 
of  the  rents  and  profits  of  any  land  over  which 
the  Native  title  has  not  been  extinguished." 

So  that  you  will  see  that  all  Native  lands, 
unless  occupied  by  a  person  who  is  not  a 
Native,  pay  no  rates.  So  that  my  honour- 
able friends  on  the  other  side  who  are  object- 
ing to  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  need  not 
trouble  their  heads  over  it  at  all.  It  is  not 
intended  to  tax  Native  lands.  It  is  simply 
brouffht  in  with  a  view  of  amusing  some  of 
us  who  represent  constituencies  in  Qie  North, 
where  there  is  a  large  amount  of  Native 
lands  lying  idle,  so  that  we  may  be  under  the 
fanpression  that  the  Native  lands  were  going  to 
be  taxed.  The  whole  thing  is  a  piece  of  sham. 
And  then  I  come  to  another  pa^  of  the  Bill, 
which  is  worse  again.  Subsection  (6)  of  clause 
11  specifies, — 

**  Any  person  entitled  by  virtue  of  any  deed, 
agreement,  or  license,  for  any  period  exceed- 
ing twelve  months  from  the  date  thereof,  to 
oat  or  remove  timber  from  Native  land,  whether 
ox  not  the  Native  title  thereto  has  been  extin- 
guished,— 

— shskU  be  liable  to  pay  rates.  So  that  any 
person  who  enters  into  an  agreement  witJi  the 
Natives  to  cut  or  remove  timber  from  their  lands 
immediatelv  becomes  liable  to  pay  rates  on  ti^ose 
lands  as  if  he  were  the  owner.  Surely  the  Qo- 
Mr,  B»  Thompson 


verament  do  not  know  what  they  are  doing ;  and 
whoever  drafted  the  Bill  knows  nothing  about 
Native  lands,  and  should  never  draft  another. 
The  whole  thing  is  the  greatest  nonsense  yoa 
could  possibly  put  together.  Then,  it  goes  on, 
in  subsection  (c), — 

*'  Any  Native  who  is  in  actual  or  beneficial 
ooonpation,  or  in  receipt  of  the  rents  and 
profits,  of  any  land  over  which  the  Native  title 
has  been  extinguished  by  the  Native  Liand 
Court"— 

— shall  also  be  liable  to  pay  rates.  But  where 
is  any  Native  occupying  land  in  that  position? 
I  do  not  know  of  one.  There  may  be  such 
in  Wellington,  but,  speaking  as  far  as  I 
know,  I  do  not  know  of  a  Native  in  such  a 
position  that  he  would  be  called  upon  under 
the  Bill  to  pay  rates.  Then,  again,  if  you 
are  going  to  compel  people  who  buy  Uie  nght 
of  cutting  timber  on  Native  lands  to  pay 
local  rates,  you  at  the  same  time  allow  others 
to  lease  large  areas  of  gum-lands  in  the  Norths 
and  extract  enormous  revenues  in  the  shape 
of  gum ;  and  they  destroy  the  roads,  and  yet 
they  do  not  contribute  one  farthing  to  the  local 
rates.  It  is  impossible  to  read  the  Bill  without 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  person  who 
drafted  these  clauses  knew  nothing  about  Na- 
tive lands.  The  whole  Bill,  in  its  present  shape, 
is  not  worth  wasting  five  minutes'  discussion  on. 
You  may  send  it  to  the  Native  Afiairs  Commit- 
tee ;  of  course  the  Native  members  will  object 
to  anything.  If  the  words  ** taxation*'  and 
**  Native  lands  "  appear  in  this  Bill  it  will  he 
suMcient  for  them,  and  they  will  talk  for  a 
month  over  it.  But  I  can  assure  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Natives  in  this  House  that 
the  Bill  will  do  them  no  injury  at  all.  So  far 
as  it  applies  to  Native  lands,  the  whole  thing 
is  a  sham  and  a  mockery.  So  far  as  the  other 
portion  of  the  Bill  is  concerned,  it  is  going 
before  a  Select  Conmiittee,  and  I  do  not  wish 
to  discuss  it  now.  But  I  am  surprised — listening 
to  some  honourable  members  discussing  its 
operation,  I  could  not  help  coming  to  the  oon- 
clusion  that  they  had  never  read  it.  Unless 
the  whole  of  Part  II.  is  completely  altered,  it 
may  as  well  be  struck  out  of  the  BUI. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  have  a  ffood  many  Com- 
mittee objections  to  the  Bill,  but  I  will  not 
trouble  the  House  with  them  just  now.  I  en- 
tirely disagree  with  clause  2,  which  I  think 
operates  against  local  bodies,  and  will  inoreasa 
tneir  expenditure  very  much.  I  think  the 
latter  portion  is  good,  as  it  provides  for  ratmg 
on  unimproved  values.  It  is  a  very  happy 
thought  of  the  Minister  to  make  this  portion  A 
it  optional,  and  subject  to  a  vote  of  the  rate- 
payers before  it  can  be  brought  into  operation. 
I  should  like,  however,  to  point  out  what  I 
think  is  a  mistake,  and  that  is  that,  when  you 
compare  the  amounts  that  are  going  to  be 
levied  under  the  unimproved  value,  they  are 
very  different  in  the  cases  of  the  town  and  of 
the  country.  If  you  levy  in  the  country  a 
penny-halfpenny  rate,  as  at  present,  on  the 
miproved  value,  you  get  £586,280  as  the  rate 
for  all  over  the  colony ;  if  you  levy  a  rate  of  Sd., 
as  the  Bill  provides,  on  the  unimproved  value, 
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yon  get  £728,502~(ihat  Ib,  £200,000  more.  Of 
oouzse,  it  is  optional  on  ihe  purt  of  the  rate- 
payers  whether  they  levy  the  rate  or  not ;  bat 
2^.  on  the  unimproved  valae  is  the  same  as 
1^.  on  the  improved  value— £560,252.    When 

Sou  compare  this  with  the  towns  it  is  carious 
ow  it  comes  out.  In  the  town,  if  you  levy  l}d. 
on  the  improved  value  you  get  £227,452,  and  if 
you  take  Sd.  on  the  unimproved  value  you  get 
almost  exactly  the  same — ^£223,845;  so  you 
do  not  increase  the  rates  by  this  in  any  way 
at  all  in  the  towns,  while  you  do  by  £200,000 
in  the  country,  if  the  proposals  in  the  Bill 
are  carried.  I  think  that  when  the  measure 
goes  into  Committee  this  ought  to  be  gone  into 
carefully;  and,  although,  of  course,  as  I  say, 
it  is  optional  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers 
whether  they  levy  this  rate  or  not,  still  I 
think  it  is  too  much  rating-power  to  give  to 
Boad  Boards  and  counties,  and  when  the  Bill 
comes  into  Committee  I  shall  draw  attention 
to  this  and  try  to  get  it  altered. 

Dr.  KEWMAN.-^Sir,  I  think  this  BiU  has 
been  drawn  up  by  the  Minister  in  a  very  great 
hurry,  and  unaer  the  pressure  of  a  great  deal  of 
other  business ;  otherwise  we  should  not  have 
had  a  Bill  which  I  cannot  help  characterizing 
as  somewhat  slovenly.  I  think  that  in  any 
Bating  Bill  that  is  introduced  we  should  have 
a  clause  providing— and  I  wish  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  this  now — a  minimum  rate  for  land. 
The  policy  of  asking  people  to  pay  twopence 
or  tlureepence  on  a  section  of  land  is  useless, 
because  oy  the  time  the  county  has  sent  out 
notices,  et  cetera^  the  whole  amount  of  the  rate 
is  gone.  It  seems  to  me,  if  a  man  has  a  sec- 
tion at  all  he  should  be  subject  to  a  minimum 
rate  of  sixpence  or  a  shilling,  and  that  would 
leave  something  for  the  cost  of  collecting. 
But  there  are  cases  where  the  cost  of  collect- 
ing would  be  considerably  greater  than  the 
rate  collected^  and  it  would  be  cheaper  to  leave 
the  matter  altogether  in  abeyance  than  to  go 
to  the  cost  of  collecting ;  and  that  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  afiairs.  As 
regards  a  great  deal  of  the  Bill,  I  think  it  is 
very  generous  of  Ministers  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  further  rating,  and  also  a  North  of  Auckland 
highway-taxixig  Bill,  and  various  other  taxing 
measures  which  are  scattered  up  and  down 
their  policy.  But,  from  what  I  know  of  the 
country,  the  county  revenues  are  up  to  the 
hilt,  and  County  Councillors  hardly  Imow  how 
to  make  both  ends  meet.  What  they  want 
is  not  greater  powers  of  taxation,  but  assisted 
revenues  and  an  assured  finance ;  and  that  is  no- 
where apparent  in  any  of  the  policy  measures 
before  us.  When  the  honourable  gentleman 
boasts  a  surplus  of  over  half  a  million  and  a 
prospective  surplus  of  another  half-million,  one 
might  have  imagined  that  he  would  help  the 
struggling  counties.  It  is  very  well  to  talk  of 
the  counties  in  the  South,  where  they  have  had 
easy  rates  and  large  revenues  in  the  past,  and 
«ome  of  which  hardly  levy  a  rate ;  but  his  pro- 
posals will  not  suit  us  in  the  North.  As  re- 
gards this  triennial  assessment,  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  mentioned  in  his  Finan- 
cial Statement  would  be  abolished,  I  think  he 


must  have  got  his  proposal  to  abolish  it  from 
the  department,  and  I  very  greatly  regret  he 
has  put  that  in.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  the  work 
of  valuation  is  thrown  upon  the  local  bodies, 
the  County  Councils  of  this  Island  will  be  put 
to  great  additional  expense.  They  will  have  to 
get  special  assistance — they  vnll  have  to  employ 
a  special  clerical  staff,  and  they  will  have  to 
incur  a  very  large  amount  of  expenditure  for 
that  staff.  I  should  like  to  call  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  attention  to  this  fact:  that 
in  Italy  they  are  much  wiser  than  we  are  here, 
from  the  plan  which  is  here  suggested.  There 
the  central  Government  send  out  documents. 
They  send  out  a  form  for  the  land-tax,  and  also 
a  form  for  the  rates.  Each  county  does  not 
collect  its  own  rates,  but  the  money  is  col- 
lected by  a  central  department,  and  they  hand 
it  back  in  a  cheque.  That  is  a  very  great 
saving  on  the  present  system,  and  it  mecms 
that,  instead  of  having  two  sets  of  clerks,  and 
staffs,  and  consequently  two  sets  of  payments, 
they  make  the  two  into  one  set,  with  very  great 
advantage.  We,  I  regret  to  say,  have  a  great 
deal  too  many  rates,  and  we  have  got  into  the 
habit  of  striking  new  rates  and  special  rates 
on  every  possible  occasion,  and  the  consequence 
is  that  our  taxing  and  rates  are  loaded  with 
all  kinds  of  burdens.  I  should  like,  while  con- 
demning some  parts  of  this  Bill,  to  say  that  I 
sincerely  approve  of  one  clause  drawn  up  by 
the  Minister.  That  is  an  excellent  one.  As  I 
understand  it,  it  means  that  one  rate -notice 
may  be  sent  out.  Only  yesterday  I  got  a  rate- 
notice  which  contains  half  a  dozen  rates  for 
one  property;  and,  what  with  all  the  clerical 
labour  in  the  office  in  sending  out  these  notices, 
it  is  simply  ridiculous.  In  that  way  we  get 
large  clerical  stsiffs  which  are  utterly  useless, 
in  my  opinion ;  for  this  is  what  having  so  many 
different  rates  has  led  to.  In  New  Jersey, 
according  to  Professor  Seligman,  there  are  no 
less  than  forty  different  rates.  When  I  see 
the  list  of  rates,  and  what  we  have  brought 
them  to  in  this  colony,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  an 
extraordinary  number ;  and  the  result  of  it  all 
is  that,  where  a  poor  fellow  has  got  a  piece  of 
land,  he  has  to  pay  an  ordinary  rate  and  a 
special  rate;  and  in  towns  he  has  to  pay  a 
Harbour  Board  rate,  a  oharitable-aid  rate,  a 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  rate;  and 
the  honourable  gentlemen  on  those  benches 
now  propose  to  set  up  a  betterment  rate ;  and 
then,  over  and  above  this,  there  are  various 
other  special  rates.  There  are  also  the  land-tax 
and  the  graduated  land-tax,  and  we  have  now 
threats  of  further  demands  of  this  character. 
If  we  go  on  at  this  rate  we  shall  break  the 
New  Jersey  record,  where  they  have  over  forty 
separate  taxes  for  every  single  bit  of  land.  As 
regards  the  proposal  to  tax  the  unimproved 
value,  that  is  one  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see 
tried;  and  I  think  it  is  one  which  it  is  right 
should  come  down  in  the  form  of  an  optional 
proposal.  It  is  an  excellent  arrangement.  I 
believe  that  the  Minister  wiU  find  that  it  is 
only  in  the  older-settled  districts  that  it  will  be 
of  any  great  advantage;  but  in  the  new  dis- 
]  triots  it  would  not  work  weU.     Where  half 
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the  people  are  new  and  struggling,  with  few 
improvements,  they  would  find  it  an  extensive 
drain  on  their  funds ;  and  it  would  mean  that 
the  older-settled  portions  would  get  off  paying 
a  large  amount  of  the  tax,  while  in  the  new 
districts  it  would  impose  extra  burdens.  I  am 
afraid  that  what  the  Minister  proposes  will  be 
only  indorsed  in  the  older-settled  districts.  I 
think  a  trial  of  the  system  will  in  some  cases 
be  exceedingly  satisfactory.  There  is  nothing 
new  in  the  proposal,  Sir,  because  I  find  that 
sixty  years  ago,  in  Ohio,  they  had  the  same 
tax  on  the  unimproved  value  of  land,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  large  holders  found  they 
had  to  pay  heavy  rates  on  their  properties,  and 
so  did  not  hold  on  for  the  uneeumed  incre- 
ment, but  sold  whenever  they  could;  so  that 
the  people  went  upon  the  land,  which  was  pre- 
viously lying  idle.  Those  who  held  on  to 
their  lands  had  to  iliake  them  more  valuable 
by  further  improvements,  and  in  that  way 
they  found  a  very  great  deal  of  good  resulted 
from  that  proceeding.  I  would  also  point  out 
to  the  Minister  that  he  has  another  autho- 
rity for  it,  because,  in  the  last  three  or  four 
years,  at  Hyattsville,  in  one  of  the  States  of 
America,  the  assessors  took  upon  themselves  to 
value  the  unimproved  land  at  the  same  high 
rate  as  improved  land,  and,  though  the  matter 
was  taken  before  the  Court  of  Assessors,  that 
valuation  was  upheld  in  some  cases.  And  now, 
in  America,  the  unimproved  land  is  gradually 
being  rated  higher  than  the  improved  land,  it 
being,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  public, 
a  scandal  that  large  areas  of  land  should 
be  held  in  an  idle  state.  I  do  not  intend  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  much  longer, 
only  I  should  like  to  make  one  suggestion  to 
the  Minister.  In  clause  18  I  think  there  are 
one  or  two  matters  which  might  well  be  in- 
serted, and  which  would  be  of  value.  I  would 
suggest  to  him  that  in  this  province  we  have 
large  areas  of  sand-dunes.  They  are  a  class  of 
land  which  cost  a  great  deal  of  money  to  re- 
claim, and  these,  I  think,  should  be  exempted 
from  taxation,  or  from  heavy  rating,  for  a  con- 
siderable time ;  and  I  think,  amongst  other  im- 
provements, he  should  put  this  in.  I  would 
point  out  to  him  that  in  France  and  in  Den- 
mark they  are  allowing  men  who  take  up  and 
reclaim  sand-dunes  the  use  of  this  land  for 
periods  up  to  twenty- five  years  tax-free,  or 
until  such  times  as  they  can  make  some  in- 
come. I  would  suggest  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  take  a  note  of  that:  if  he 
could  see  his  way  to  exempt  these  lands,  which 
are  now  a  nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood,  it 
would  be  of  some  use,  and  there  would  be 
more  encouragement  to  people  to  take  them  up. 
I  do  not  see  why,  if  he  is  to  exempt  general 
improvements,  he  should  not  allow  orchards, 
which  cost  a  large  amount  of  money,  to  be 
exempted  from  some  amount  of  taxation.  I 
can  point  to  France,  Belgium,  and  Denmark, 
where  orchards  are  so  numerous ;  they  are  per- 
mitted to  be  exempted  from  taxation  up  to  ten 
years.  The  only  other  thing  I  should  like  to 
point  out  to  the  Minister  is — and  it  is  extra- 
ordinary that  it  should  appear  in  the  Bill  we 
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have  lately  had  before  us, — ^that  in  clause  90 
it  is  proposed  to  entirely  change  the  system  of 
rating  by  a  bare  majority,  when  in  the  Alcoholic 
Liquors  Bill  a  change  is  made  only  by  a  three- 
fifths  majority,  and  when  half  on  the  roll  vote. 
It  should  be  by  a  bare  majority.  When  the 
proposition  is  in  one  Bill  it  should  be  in  this 
one.  I  disapprove  of  it  altogether  in  the  one 
Bill.  When  a  Bill  like  this  is  brought  in  we 
should  have  some  reasonable  provision.  I  do 
not  believe  the  Bill  will  go  through  this  House. 
By  the  time  it  has  gone  to  one  Committee,  and 
by  the  time  our  Maori  friends  have  had  time 
to  consider  it,  I  think  the  end  of  the  session 
will  have  arrived— long  before  that.  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  Minister  the  meaning  of  this 
extraordinary  fact:  He  says  that  all  Native 
lands  situated  within  the  Counties  of  Kawhia, 
Taupo  West,  Taupo  East,  Sounds,  and  Fiords 
are  to  be  exempted  from  rating  under  the 
Act.  In  his  reply  he  should  inform  us  how 
many  blocks  of  Maori  land  there  are  in  the 
County  of  Fiord.  And,  in  addition  to  that,  I 
utterly  fail  to  understand  why,  if  the  Natives 
are  going  to  be  taxed  in  all  the  rest  of  this 
Island,  the  honourable  gentleman  should  ex* 
empt  Kawhia,  Taupo  West,  and  Taupo  East 
Counties.  Through  these  counties,  or  through 
two  of  them  at  all  events,  something  over  fifty 
miles  of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Bail- 
way  runs ;  and  if  we  are  to  exempt  those  large 
counties  we  have  to  tax  ourselves. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — There  are  no  local 
bodies  there. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— -That  does  not  matter  at 
all;  the  honourable  gentleman  could  make 
provision  for  the  purpose.  I  fail  to  see  why 
we  should  draw  a  narrow  line,  and  say  that 
bits  of  land  in  Taupo  West  should  not  be 
taxed  simply  because  there  is  no  machinery 
provided.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  an  extra- 
ordinary way  of  doing  things.  As  regards  the 
taxing  of  Native  lands,  I  largely  agree  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden. 

Mr.  PALMER. — I  must  say  I  was  rather 
astonished  to  hear  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  say  this  Bill  was  absolutely  unnecessary, 
and  that  it  was  absurd  to  alter  the  law  from 
what  it  is  at  the  present  time.  If  that  conten- 
tion was  correct.  Sir,  then  the  present  law  of 
rating  is  a  just  law.  And  what  is  the  present 
law?  It  is  a  rate  on  the  improved  value  of 
land,  which  lets  off  the  men  who  will  not  culti- 
vate their  lands.  Take,  for  example,  the  case 
of  A  and  B,  who  have  a  piece  of  land  of  50 
acres  each  opposite  to  one  another.  Mr.  A  is  a 
good  colonist,  and  works  hard  and  improves  his 
land .  Bm  land,  which  was  worth  £50  originaUy, 
is  improved  by  his  tilling  the  soil,  and  a  boase^ 
is  put  up,  and  he  cultivates  it  generally,  so  that 
ultimately  the  land  is  worth  about  £500.  The 
other  man,  Mr.  B,  whose  land  is  worth  the 
same  amount  originally,  does  nothing  to  his 
land.  He  allows  furze  and  noxious  weeds  to 
grow  all  over  it,  and  it  goes  down  in  value  to 
£30.  How  do  we  treat  these  two  colonists  in 
this  Bill,  and  how  have  they  been  treated  in  the 
past  ?  In  the  past  the  Government  has  said, 
"Mr.  A,  you  hAve  been  a  good  colonist  and 
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woiked  hard,  and  improved  and  increased  the 
producing -power  of  your  land,  and  for  that 
we  are  going  to  tax  you  l}d.  in  the  pound 
on  youz  value  of  £500 :  that  is  £2  Ss.  6d.  You 
are  fined  this  sum  for  being  a  good  colonist." 
Then  the  Government  goes  to  tne  other  man, 
Mr.  B,  and  says,  **You  have  been  a  lazy 
man ;  you  have  been  a  bad  colonist,  and  an 
injury  to  the  district  in  which  you  live ;  and 
for  that  we  will  make  you  pay  a  rate  of  l^d. 
in  the  pound  on  your  value  of  £30:  that  is 
3s.  9d.  You  are  let  off  with  a  fine  of  only  3s.  9d. 
for  being  lazy  and  a  bad  colonist."  What  en- 
couragement is  given  imder  our  present  law 
to  the  industrious  settler?  I  think  the  pre- 
sent Jaw,  when  we  come  to  look  at  it,  absurd ; 
and  I  wonder  that  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
have  so  long  submitted  to  punishment  in  this 
way.  I  am  astonished  to  hear  the  honourable 
member  for  Glutha  say  that  the  present  law 
is  quite  right,  and  that  such  a  tax  does  not 
require  to  be  altered.  By  this  Bill  we  no 
longer  tax  industry,  but  we  compel  improve- 
ments to  be  effected  in  order  that  taxation  may 
be  pcbid.  I  think  the  Government  deserve  the 
thanks  of  the  whole  community  for  having 
brought  in  such  a  Bill.  I  hope  this  Bill  is 
going  to  pass  this  session,  and  that  it  will 
not  be  burked  or  slaughtered  among  the  in- 
nocents. I  hope  the  Government  will  push 
it  forward  in  every  possible  way.  As  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Thames  said,  I 
think  the  Government  will  get  the  thanks  of 
the  whole  community  for  bringing  in  this 
Bill.  I  am  getting  letters  from  local  bodies 
every  day,  expressing  hope  that  the  Bill  will  be 
pushed  on.  With  regard  to  clause  20,  which 
was  spoken  of  just  now,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Hutt  said  he  would  like  to  see  this 
carried  by  a  majority.  I  will  read  from  a  letter 
.  I  have  received,  which  says, — 

**  As  you  are  undoubtedly  aware,  in  a  great 
many  of  the  districts  north  of  Auckland  the 
absentees  predominate.  If  the  Bill  is  left  in 
its  present  form  it  will  be  impossible  to  bring 
it  into  force  in  these  districts,  and  the  bond 
fide  settler  who  improves  his  holding  will  still 
be  punished  for  his  indusixy  and  enterprise. 
This  principle  of  taxing  improvements  has 
been  a  bar  to  progress  in  country  districts,  and 
has  inflicted  a  great  hardship  on  the  indus- 
trious settlers  who  improve  their  holdings,  and 
thereby  advance  their  districts.  W^  sincerely 
trust  that,  now  this  vicious  principle  is  about 
repelled,  the  new  Bill  will  be  framed  so  that  it 
can  be  applied  to  every  district.  If  it  is  not 
possible  to  make  it  compulsory,  the  majority 
of  the  votes  recorded  at  the  poll  should  decide 
the  question — not  the  majority  on  the  roll,  for 
the  absentee  who  does  not  record  his  vote  is 
reckoned  against." 

Sir,  as  there  are  so  many  absentees  it  would 
be  impossible  in  many  of  the  districts  to  bring 
the  section  into  force  if  section  20  is  left  in  the 
condition  in  which  it  is  now.  In  regard  to 
what  the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  said 
as  to  the  extra  expense  in  view  of  this  valua- 
tion, I  would  point  out  that  there  would  be  less 
expenditure  than  previously  to   the   Govem- 

VOL.  LXXXL-27. 


ment,  or  to  the  local  bodies,  because  the  cost 
of  the  valuation  of  the  land  is  made  upon  the 
unimproved  value.  It  is  not  likely  to  improve ; 
so  that  really,  in  regard  to  the  cost  for  the 
whole  colony,  it  would  be  less  in  assessing  the 
value  in  this  case  than  it  was  in  the  other.  In 
regard  to  the  clauses  of  the  BUI  affecting  Na- 
tive* land,  and  what  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden  said,  I  do  not  aaree  with  the 
whole  of  his  remarks.  I  do  not  think  he  meant 
them  to  apply  to  the  whole  Bill.  He  meant, 
I  think,  to  apply  what  he  said  to  Part  II.  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  think  he  did  not  explain  what 
he  reaUy  meant.  The  honourable  member 
assures  me  that  that  is  what  he  did  mean. 
You  are  exempting  every  bit  of  Native  land  in 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  and  you  will  really 
have  no  taxation  on  Native  land  at  all.  Al- 
though I  do  not  agree  with  the  Bill,  I  think 
the  amendments  suggested  are  Committee 
amendments,  and  I  should  like  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  say  that  he  will  give  the  Bill 
every  assistance,  and  endeavour  in  Commit- 
tee to  make  this  Bill  more  workable  than  it  is 
at  the  present  time  with  regard  to  Native 
lands — to  make  of  it  a  thoroughly  good  BilU 
and  endeavour  to  force  it  through.  I  believe,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  does  that,  and  lends 
his  assistance,  the  Minister  will  probably  give 
way  on  the  last  clauses,  and  we  shall  get  the 
Bill  through  this  House,  and  the  result  will  be 
that  we  shall  get  a  fair  amount  of  taxation  from 
the  Native  lands.  I  will  give  the  Government 
all  the  assistance  I  can  in  getting  the  Bill 
through  this  House. 

Mr.  MOOBE.— I  may  say  that  I  listened 
with  very  great  attention  to  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, who  introduced  this  Bill,  but  I  cannot 
say  at  the  same  time  that  it  afforded  me  a 
considerable  amount  of  pleasure.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  when  introducing  the  Bill, 
never  touched  upon  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
at  all.  He  simply  explained  the  principal 
clauses.  But  I  maintain  that  this  is  a  Bill  with 
a  considerable  amount  of  principle :  in  fact,  I 
may  say  that  this  is  a  policy  BUI ;  and  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  had  some  explanation  of 
the  principle  it  contained  from  the  honourable 
member  in  introducing  it.  The  Bill,  of  course^ 
provides  for  a  complete  change  in  the  incidence 
of  taxation — that  is,  so  far  as  our  local  taxation 
is  concerned.  It  also  makes  some  provision 
for  taxing  the  Native  lands — two  very  import- 
ant principles  indeed.  I  think  it  was  to  be 
expected.  Sir,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  give  the  House  some  reasons  for  these 
two  new  departures.  All  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  was  to  explain  some  of  the 
clauses ;  but,  as  far  as  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
is  concerned,  I  think  the  House  has  had  no 
explanation,  and  I  notice  that  very  few  mem> 
hers  who  have  spoken  have  touched  upon  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  at  all.  We  have  had  no 
members  on  the  other  side  supporting  it  at 
all,  in  fact.  I  myself  do  not  intend  to  vote 
against  it  on  the  second  reading  if  a  division 
is  called  for,  as  there  are  some  parts  of  the 
BUI  whicli  I  approve  of.  And  I  hardly  know 
whether  to  look  upon  the  honourable  gentle- 
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man  who  spoke  last,  and  who  supported  the 
Bill,  as  a  supporter  of  the  Gk>vernmenii  or 
not.  He  speaks  and,  I  think,  ho  votes  as 
often  against  the  Government  as  he  does  with 
them.  The  honourable  member  is  looked  upon 
as  a  staunch  Government  supporter,  but  he 
has  voted  against  the  Government  on  several 
occasions.  I  listened  to  the  speech  of'  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Thames  with  very 
great  pleasure.  He  stated  there  were  two  very 
important  principles  in  the  Bill,  and  one  of 
those  principles  he  agreed  with — that  was,  the 
exemption  of  improvements  in  local  taxation ; 
and  he  instanced  a  case  where  two  owners 
might  each  have  a  quarter-acre  section.  One 
might  be  largely  improved,  and  a  man  might 
be  Jiving  on  his  quartor-acte  section.  His 
neighbour,  who  might  not  have  spent  anything, 
expects  to  get  an  additional  value  on  his  pro- 
perty from  the  money  spent  by  his  neighbour 
in  improving  his.  I  would  point  out  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  this  :  that  probably  the 
person  who  spent  a  large  amount  of  money 
in  erecting  buildings  upon  his  property  did  so 
expecting  to  carry  on  a  large  business.  He 
would  probably  require  to  make  use  of  the 
roads,  made  out  of  rates,  with  his  horses  and 
conveyances  in  connection  with  his  business; 
therefore  he  ought,  in  fairness,  to  pay  more  in 
taxation  than  the  person  who  owns  the  other 
quarter-acre  section,  and  who  has  derived  so 
much  less  benefit  from  the  expenditure  of 
the  rates  than  the  person  carrying  on  the 
large  business.  Therefore  I  think  his  argu- 
ment a  poor  one,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
person  who  spent  his  money  would  do  it  in  in- 
creasing his  business,  and  therefore  he  would 
pay  more  rates — on  which  the  local  bodies 
depend.  Very  great  exception  was  ta.ken  by 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Southern  Maori 
District  to  Native  lands  in  the  South  Island 
being  taxed.  We  know  that  the  Natives  in  the 
South  Island  are  poor  as  compared  with  those  in 
the  North  Island.  They  are  small  in  number, 
and  not  in  anything  like  as  good  a  position  as 
the  Natives  in  the  North  Island.  But  I  do 
not  think  the  Natives  in  the  South  Island 
would  be  taxed  very  much  under  this  Bill. 
The  exemptions  are  very  many,  and,  although 
this  is  a  Bill  to  impose  a  certain  amount  of 
taxation  on  those  lands,  this  taxation  will  be 
very  low  indeed.  Lands  held  by  Natives  five 
miles  from  a  main  road  are  exempted  ;  and, 
with  reference  to  the  North  Island,  the  Aot 
states  that  all  Native  land  situate  within  the 
Counties  of  Kawhia,  Taupo  West,  and  Taupo 
East  is  to  be  exempted  from  taxation.  We  in 
the  South  Island  do  not  know  the  reason  the 
Government  have  for  exempting  all  these  lands 
in  the  North.  I  think  the  honourable  member 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  should  have  given  us  his 
reasons  for  exempting  all  the  Native  lands  in 
these  counties.  I  think  we  should  have  had 
some  information  from  him  as  to  the  reason  of 
the  Government  in  proposing  to  exempt  these 
lands.  There  should  be  sufficient  reasons  and 
information  given  to  the  House.  I  hope  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  his  reply  will  give  the 
House  the  information  I  now  ask  for.  It  may 
Mr,  Moore 


be  that  there  are  no  local  bodies  in  the  diBtiiote 
named,  and  it  may  not  be  necessary,  therefore, 
to  tax  these  lands,  but  still  I  think  we  ought 
to  know  the  reasons  the  Government  have  lor 
exempting  them.  The  Bill  gives  power  to  the 
Governor  by  Order  in  Council  to  revoke  any 
Order  in  Council  made  exempting  Native  land 
from  rating,  but  I  think  that  if  we  introduce 
legislation  to  impose  taxation  upon  Native 
land  we  ought  not  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  Governor  to  say  what  amount  of  land  should 
be  taxed.  I  think  the  previous  Minister  had 
quite  enough  power,  without  placing  further 
power  in  a  ^linister's  hands,  and  especially 
so  large  a  power  as  this.  I  think  we  ought 
to  set  out  clearly  what  we  intend  to  do  in  the 
shape  of  taxation,  and  not  leave  it  in  the  hands 
of  any  individual  Minister  to  say  that  these 
proposals  are  to  be  carried  out  or  not.  I  should 
like  to  say  that,  so  far  as  the  exemption  of 
improvements  is  concerned,  I  am  entirely 
opposed  to  their  not  being  taxed.  This  is  just 
in  the  direction  of  the  single  tax — the  land-tax 
pure  and  simple.  We  know  of  two  members 
of  this  House  who  may  be  looked  upon  as 
disciples  of  Henry  George*  and  who  have  used 
every  effort  in  this  direction.  The  Govern- 
ment, doubtless,  are  willing  to  assist  them  in 
this  direction.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  McLean)  has  repeatedly 
stated  in  this  House  that  he  desired  to  see 
all  taxation  placed  upon  the  land.  Well,  it 
may  suit  him,  as  representing  a  city  constitu- 
ency, to  have  the  land  alone  taxed  and  im- 
provements exempted,  but  I  think  it  will  not 
suit  the  country  generally.  I  think  it  would 
be  very  much  fairer  to  have  a  property-tax, 
whether  upon  improvements  or  upon  land. 
Then,  Sir,  I  notice  that  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  place  an  additional  taxation  of  10  per 
cent,  on  persons  leaving  their  rates  unpaid  for  . 
three  months.  I  think  some  finq  should  be 
imposed  on  those  who  show  neglect  in  paying 
their  rates,  but  I  think  that  10  per  cent,  is  too 
much.  If  it  were  reduced  to  5  per  cent,  it 
would  be  ample,  and  I  think  it  would  efiect  the 
object  desired.  We  do  not  wish  to  make  the 
tfikxation  any  heavier  than  we  can  possibly 
help.  It  seems  to  me  only  right  that  some 
fine  should  be  paid  if  the  tax  is  not  paid  by  a 
certain  day  of  the  month.  I  have  no  desix« 
to  speak  on  the  Bill  at  any  particular  length. 
I  will  reserve  my  right  to  vote  in  Committee 
against  some  of  the  clauses  it  contains ;  and 
outside  of  that  I  shall  assist  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  to  try  to  get  the  Bill 
passed  through.  I  think  there  are  some  good 
features  in  the  Bill,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
shall  reserve  to  myself  the  right  of  opposing  it 
as  regards  certain  clauses.  I  hope  the  Minis- 
ter, in  his  reply,  will  give  some  reasons  for 
exempting  these  Native  lands  I  have  referred 
to,  and  that  he  will  say  something  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  I  presume  he  must  see  that  these  ex- 
emptions will  have  a  certain  effect  on  taxation 
as  far  as  the  local  bodies  are  concerned. 

Mr.  LAKE. — I  would  not  say  anything  on 
this  Bill,  as  it  is  going  to  a  Committee,  but 
for  the  fact  that  I  have  been  written  to  by 
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some  of  the  County  Goancils  in  my  district 
.asking  me  to  propose  an  amendment ;  and  when 
the  B)I1  is  in  Committee,  if  the  amendment  is 
not  made  before,  I  shall  move  that  section  31  of 
the  Rating  Act  be  repealed.  The  object  of  that 
section  is  perfectly  evident,  and  it  has  already 
been  alluded  to  by  more  than  one  member  of 
this  House.  From  the  fact  that  in  some  dis- 
tricts the  amount  of  rates  is  generally  exces- 
sively small,  we  have  a  difficulty  in  carrying 
out  the  provision  which  is  imposed  by  section 
31  of  the  Bating  Act,  by  wnioh  you  cannot 
xecovei  the  rates  after  two  years  have  passed. 
In  fact,  in  some  districts  in  the  Waikato  there 
are  small  holdings  where,  especially  in  Govern- 
ment paper  townships,  the  rate  is  so  small  that 
Jt  is  not  worth  collecting  annually  from  ab- 
sentees by  post,  as  the  cost  would  eat  up  the 
xate :  and  yet  the  owner  ought  not  to  escape. 
I  have  referred  to  this  not  with  a  view  of  draw- 
ing attention  to  this  matter  in  particular,  but 
.to  point  out  one  or  two  little  slips  that  have 
occurred  in  the  Bill.  No  doubt  they  will  be 
lemoved ;  they  are  more  of  the  nature  of  Com- 
mittee objections :  still,  I  think  they  might  just 
as  well  be  mentioned.  The  object  of  the  Bill  has 
been  very  well  expressed  by  the  Native  member 
who  spoke.  He  stated,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to 
tell,  that  the  Bill  should  be  left  until  after  the 
general  election.  This  is  probably  what  was 
meant  by  the  Government.  In  their  Finan- 
cial Statement  the  Government  said  that  it 
was  desirable  to  tax  Native  lands.  They  also 
told  lis  that  they  intended  to  bring  in  a  Bating 
Bill  making  it  legal  to  assess  rates  on  un- 
improved values,  and  doing  away  with  the 
valuation  for  local  bodies  at  Government 
expense.  Well,  now  the  Bill  has  come  down, 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  the  main  and  prin- 
cipal element  of  it  —  this  Part  II.,  dealing 
with  Native  lands — is  an  utter  sham  from 
beginning  to  end.  It  has  already  been  alluded 
to  by  a  member  for  one  of  the  northern  dis- 
tricts, and  he  has  very  properly  pointed  out 
that,  to  a  very  great  extent,  it  would  not  touch 
tiie  Natives:  in  fact,  the  only  Natives  who 
will  be  affected  are  some  in  the  Waikato  with 
.Crown  grants,  and  that  will  practically  ad- 
vance us  no  further  than  we  were  before.  As 
to  the  exemption  of  Eawhia,  Taupo,  and  such 
districts,  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  ob- 
jected to  that  are  Southerners,  and  they  do 
not  remember  that  these  districts  are  always 
carefully  excepted  in  the  Counties  and  Boad 
Boards  Acts,  for  there  is  no  local  body  to  col- 
lect the  rates,  and  there  is  not  likely  to  be 
for  some  time.  As  to  the  question  raised  by 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt,  he 
forgets  that,  although  the  Government ,  have 
spent  enormous  sums  of  money  for  the  making 
of  railroads,  they  have  taken  a  railroad  into 
a  part  of  the  colony  where  there  is  no  settle- 
ment, and  where  they  have  by  Proclamation 
locked  up  the  whole  country ;  and  the  rail- 
way is  of  no  benefit  to  the  Natives,  who  prac- 
tically make  no  use  of  it,  and  it  can  hardly 
be  expected,  therefore,  that  they  should 
pay  rates  for  a  railroad  which  is  of  no  benefit 
4o  them.     I  have  made  two  or  three  notes  | 


I  on  the  Bill,  which  I  will  offer  simply  for 
what  they  are  worth.  Section  2  has  already 
been  alluded  to,  and  I  will  therefore  say  nothing 
about  that ;  and  the  contradiction  in  section  3 
has  been  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  EUesmere.  Subsection  (5)  of  section  2 
does  not  agree  with  the  side-notes.  That,  of 
course,  is  a  matter  which  the  Committee  to 
which  the  Bill  is  to  be  referred  can  alter,  but 
it  is  evident  that  the  Act  of  1876  does  not 
refer  to  capital  value.  Section  4  is,  as  fur 
as  I  can  see,  simply  put  in  for  the  creation 
of  a  system  of  fagot-voting  far  more  than  is 
already  done.  At  the  present  moment,  when 
we  have  six  months'  occupation  before  the 
name  of  a  man  can  be  put  on  the  roll,  the 
system  is  bad  enough,  for  fagot -voting  is 
largely  indulged  in  now;  but  the  effect  of 
this  new  proposal  will  be  to  create  a  large 
number  of  fagot  votes,  which,  no  doubt,  may 
be  found  useful  under  certain  circumstances. 
With  regard  to  section  8,  I  have  only  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  just  possible  the  wording  of  this 
section,  which  provides  for  making  rates  a 
first  charge  upon  the  land,  and  which  I  do 
not  object  to,  may  clash  with  the  section  in 
the  Public  Works  Act  that  deals  with  cutting 
gorse,  which  is  also  made  a  charge  on  the  land, 
and  I  do  not  quite  see  why  it  should  practically 
be  put  out  of  its  position  by  this  amendment. 
As  to  section  9,  I  would  only  suggest  that  it 
would  be  far  more  desirable  to  add  io  the  tax 
simply,  as  has  been  done  under  the  land-  and 
income-tax.  It  is  not  a  question  of  ''at  the 
rate  of,"  but  simply,  at  a  certain  time,  to  add 
10  per  cent.  There  is  nothing  new  in  this 
matter.  Ten  per  cent,  is  already  charged  when- 
ever a  local  body  sues  and  recovers  judgment 
for  rates.  When  the  land  is  afterwards  sold, 
the  locsJ  body  gets  10  per  cent,  on  the  rates, 
and  I  cannot  see,  myself,  that  there  is  any 
harm  done.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  rates  may 
be  sued  for  after  fourteen  days  from  the  time 
they  are  made,  and  I  think  an  owner  has  but 
himself  to  blame  if  he  ever  gets  charged  with 
this  tax,  while  it  may  be  of  considerable  use 
to  local  bodies  who  have  to  sue  for  their  rates, 
and  perhaps  sell  the  land.  Section  10  has 
been  objected  to ;  but  I  believe,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  it  has  always  been  the  case  —  that  a 
man's  name  continues  on  the  rate-roll  and 
he  has  to  pay  the  rates  until  he  takes  it 
off.  Self  -  interest  is  the  principal  induce- 
ment to  inform  the  local  body  of  a  sale,  and 
I  think  in  that  case  the  law  is  quite  strong 
enough  as  it  is,  without  any  amendment.  It 
has  been  pointed  out  that  in  the  clauses 
that  bring  in  unimproved  value— a  separate 
system  of  rating — there  are  some  very  serious 
difficulties  involved  in  the  mode  in  which  the 
unimproved  value  is  brought  in.  It  would  be 
quite  impossible,  at  any  rate  in  districts  north 
of  the  King  -  country,  to  ever  bring  that  in, 
owing  to  the  number  of  absentees  on  the  roll. 
Perhaps  that  is  not  very  much  to  be  regretted, 
but  I  may  point  this  out :  that  in  the  case  of 
counties  a  three-fifths  majority  of  those  on  the 
roll,  and  in  the  case  of  Boad  Boards  an  abso- 
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late  majority,  is  required,  and  I  can  only  assure 
the  honourable  gentleman,  from  my  own  per- 
sonal experience  of  local  bodies  for  some  years, 
it  would'  be  impossible  to  obtain  such  a  ma- 
jority anywhere  north  of  the  King-country.  As 
regards  rating  on  the  unimproved  value,  I  am 
quite  well  aware  that  in  my  district,  and  in 
other  parts  I  have  been  in,  a  feeling  in  that 
direction  has  existed,  when,  perhaps,  some 
person  has,  for  speculative  purposes,  invested 
in  a  very  large  area  of  land,  and  practically 
blocked  settlement  for  years.  There  are  great 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  this 
system,  for  Nature  has  unfortunately  given  us 
in  New  Zealand  a  large  area  of  bad  land,  which 
is  practically  unimprovable  to  any  great  extent 
— at  any  rate,  unimprovable  to  the  profit  of  the 
purchaser.  In  the  district  in  which  I  reside  I 
think  it  would  not  be  objected  to,  because  it 
would  simply  be  an  inducement  to  those  who 
generally  improve  to  improve  the  more.  As 
regards  the  section  which  I  have  mentioned 
I  would  bring  up  in  Committee,  I  can  see  no 
reason  for  the  limitation  of  the  time  for  the 
recovery  of  rates;  and  I  cannot  see  why  the 
statutory  limitation  should  be  restricted  to  two 
years.  As  regards  the  rating  of  Native  lands, 
I  am  very  sorry  the  Government,  so  far  as  they 
have  gone,  have  not  seen  their  way  to  make  a 
further  step  in  advance.  I  can  assure  them 
that,  after  all  the  exceptions  have  been  made, 
there  will  be  exceedingly  little  Native  land  to 
be  leased.  I  think  that  before  we  put  a  tax  on 
Native  land  we  should  first  of  all  take  away 
all  the  unjust  taxes  which  they  are  at  present 
submitted  to.  If  Native  lands  are  to  be  taxed 
like  European  lands  they  should  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  European  lands  in  other 
ways.  Only  the  other  day  we  had  an  enact- 
ment brought  in  here  which  was  practically  a 
a  great  injustice  to  the  Natives :  I  mean  the 
renewal  in  the  Stamp  Act  Amendment  Bill 
of  the  10-per-cent.  tax  on  the  purchase  or  lease 
of  their  lands.  If  we  are  to  make  the  Natives 
pay  rates,  we  ought  to  put  them  on  the  same 
footing  as  other  owners  of  land. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  know  my  honourable  col- 
league for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  McLean)  feels 
warmly  on  the  principle  of  rating  on  unim- 
proved value,  but,  while  impatient  to  speak  on 
a  subject  so  dear  to  him,  he  has  refrained  all 
the  evening— shall  I  say,  out  of  courtesy  towards 
me  ?  However,  to  open  a  way  for  him,  I  shall 
ofier  only  a  few  remarks.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City,  in  speaking  to  this 
question  as  affecting  the  cities,  so  exactly 
expressed  my  ideas  that  I  do  not  intend  to 
repeat  what  has  been  said  before.  As  far  as 
Native  legislation  is  concerned,  the  honour- 
member  for  Mataura  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  also  exactly  stated  what 
strikes  me  in  connection  therewith.  I  would 
only  correct  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  in  one  matter — that  is,  where  he  points 
out  an  instance  of  the  fact  that  the  Natives 
are  receiving  large  rentals  from  lands  occupied 
by  Europeans  while  paying  no  rates.  That  at 
least  is  not  a  fair  charge,  because  the  Euro- 
|>eans  in  occupation  of  these  lands  are  paying 
Mr.  Lake 


rates,  and  the  land  is  thus  contributing.  I 
recognise  there  are  claims  which  I  hope  will  be 
speedily  fairly  enforced ;  but  until  the  Natives 
get  titles,  and  are  enabled  thereby  to  enter 
into  beneficial  occupation  of  their  lands,  it 
is  not  fair  that  they  should  be  rated.  I 
do  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  there  are  not 
more  active  steps  taken  to  determine  and 
individualise  sucn  titles,  and  let  settlement 
progress.  The  important  matter  in  the  Bill, 
so  far  as  it  affects  town  members,  is  this 
proposal  to  rate  on  unimproved  vaJue.  I  do 
not  think  we  are  suffering  any  injustice  under 
the  present  system.  It  has  been  alleged  by 
one  speaker  that  the  town  occupier  who  im- 
proves his  land  is  at  present  unjustly  treated. 
I  do  not  want  to  bring  private  affairs  before 
the  House,  but  I  will  quote  my  own  case.  If 
I  employ  horses  and  carts  on  the  streets  in 
carrying  on  my  business  I  receive  value  for 
the  rates  I  pay,  and  I  do  not  think  any  injus- 
tice is  done  to  me  because  some  adjoining  sec- 
tion remains  unimproved.  The  towns  in  a  new 
country  are  of  a  larger  area  than  present  re- 
quirements demand.  Every  one  cannot  build. 
The  whole  town  cannot  be  forced  into  occupa- 
tion prematurely.  Vacant  allotments  will  be 
built  upon  as  soon  as  there  is  need  for  it. 
When  the  rentals  get  high  there  is  a  de- 
mand for  dwelling-houses,  and  building  conse* 
quently  takes  place ;  and  you  cannot  build  the 
whole  of  these  colonial  towns  until  such  times 
as  the  necessities  of  the  country  really  require 
it.  There  is  no  need  for  aiming  specially,  by 
way  of  local  taxation,  at  unoccupied  sections, 
for  these  sections  are  paying  rates  according 
to  the  benefit  they  receive.  They  pay  rates 
towards  loans  for  street-construction ;  they  pay 
rates  for  drainage;  they  pay  water-rates,  al- 
though not  the  same  rate,  but,  still,  higher  in 
proportion  than  the  man  who  receives  benefit 
from  it.  Upon  the  whole,  unimproved  sections 
contribute  their  fair  share  of  rates,  and  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  injustice  existing,  and 
therefore  there  is  no  reason  for  redress.  Then, 
I  dislike  very  much  this  proposal  to  submit 
this  question  to  the  ratepayers.  It  is  not  the 
class  of  question  that  should  be  submitted  te 
a  vote  of  the  ratepayers.  We  sit  here  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  to  determine  sudi 
questions.  There  are  many  questions — such, 
for  instance,  as  the  liquor  traffic — that  might 
be  fairly  put  to  the  ratepayers,  seeing  tiiat 
the  reasons  for  and  against  are  of  a  d&erent 
character ;  but  technical  questions,  the  merits 
of  which  are  not  appreciated  by  the  average 
ratepayer,  should  be  decided  oy  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  I  do  not  wish  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  at  this  hoi)^; 
but  I  wish  to  say,  as  a  town  representative, 
that  I  do  not  think  any  departure  from  the 

E resent  system  of  rating  is  fair  to  the  local 
odies  or  fair  to  the  creditors,  since  local 
bodies  have  large  public  debts,  and  any 
disturbance  of  the  basis  of  security  most 
materially  affect  our  borrowing  -  powers  and 
the  value  of  our  debentures.  If  we  alter 
the  basis  of  security  for  borrowed  moneys, 
and  are  continually  *  chopping  and  ^tanging 
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about  with  every  "  fad  "  and  ciy  started,  then 
we  sap  that  feeling  of  security  which  would 
enable  us  to  borrow  cheaply,  and  carry  out 
those  improvements  which  are  essential  and 
necessary  in  the  cities  of  a  new  country.  I 
regret  that  this  Bill  has  been  introduced.  No 
one  can  ever  expect  to  see  it  go  on  the  statute- 
book.  The  fact  that  the  Treasurer  in  proposing 
it  knew  nothing  about  its  merits, — that  he  could 
not  offer  reasons  in  support  of  the  Bill,  but 
merely  read  out  the  clauses, — was  evidence  he 
had  given  no  consideration  to  it.  I  do  not  see 
why  such  Bills  are  brought  forward  to  waste 
our  time.  If  we  are  here  merely  to  fill  up  time, 
then  this  Bill  serves  its  purpose  very  well,  for 
we  have  now  had  three  or  four  hours  of  mean- 
ingless talk,  from  which  no  practical  results 
are  likely  to  ensue.  There  are  some  ninety-odd 
Bills  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  if  we  are  to  go 
on  in  this  way  we  shall  not  get  away  until  long 
after  Christmas.  Beally  I  think  it  is  time  the 
Government  made  a  selection  of  such  Bills  as 
they  intend  to  carry  to  some  practical  result, 
and  let  us  settle  down  to  consider  them  and 
get  on  with  the  legislation  of  the  country. 
We  all  know  that  this  is  simply  wasting  time. 
The  House  has  been  empty  almost  from  the 
time  the  Bill  was  introduced ;  there  has  barely 
been  a  quorum  present,  and  the  debate  has 
been  languidly  dragged  out.  I  trust  that  the 
Government  will  not  waste  further  time,  but 
bring  forward  those  measures  which  require 
to  be  dealt  with,  and  that  we  shall  then  con- 
fine our  attention  to  the  consideration  of  those 
measures. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish)  stated  most  dis- 
tinctly that  this  Bill  was  brought  forwa^  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  at  the  instance  of  one  or 
two  *'  faddists,"  and  he  indicated  that  I  was  at 
the  bottom  of  this  Bill.  I  desire  to  assure  the 
House  that  I  have  not  approached  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Government,  or  smj  member  of  the 
Government  party,  or  any  official,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  measure  this  year,  and  it  is  not 
fair  that  I  should  be  charged  with  pulling  the 
strings  in  regard  to  this  Bill.  At  the  same 
time  it  has  my  hearty  support,  and  I  shall 
support  it  all  the  way  through.  I  think  it  is 
one  of  the  best  measures  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  brought  in  this  session.  I  shall  not 
deal  with  the  Native  aspect  of  the  question, 
nor  with  the  Second  Part  of  the  Bill,  because 
there  are  many  country  members  who  are 
able  to  do  that,  and  members  from  Native 
districts  have  dealt  with  the  part  of  the  mea- 
sure relating  to  Native  lands.  My  honourable 
colleague  says  this  has  been  a  wasted  night. 
I  should  like  to  ask,  who  wasted  the  time? 
Certainly  not  honourable  members  on  this 
side.  I  do  not  believe  the  members  on  this  side 
have  occupied  half  an  hour  altogether.  There- 
fore, if  there  has  been  any  waste  of  time  it  is 
chargeable  to  the  Opposition.  With  regard  to 
the  BUI,  and  especially  that  part  of  it  relating 
to  the  cities,  what  does  it  ask  the  cities  to  do  ? 
Furst,  the  Mayor  may,  upon  a  requisition  sent 
)iy  twenty  ratepayers— I  believe  that  number 
i«  too  small,  and  I  should  be  quite  willing 


that  it  should  be  increased  to  fifty  or  even  a 
hundred — ^but  twenty  ratepayers  may  ask  the 
Mayor  to  direct  a  vote  of  the  ratepayers  to  be 
taken  as  to  whether  this  Bill  shall  be  brought 
into  operation.  I  think  the  first  thing  that 
should  be  done  is  this :  Upon  an  application  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  ratepayers — say,  fifty  from 
ecbch  ward,  or  even  a  hundred  from  each  ward 
— calling  upon  the  Mayor  to  call  a  public  meet- 
ing, the  same  as  might  be  done  in  calling  a 
public  meeting  to  consider  a  special  loan,  a 
public  meeting  could  be  held  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  this  Bill  into  operation.  The  mea- 
sure could  be  discussed  at  the  public  meeting, 
and  the  people  may  oppose  the  matter  going 
any  further;  but,  supposing  the  public  meeting 
approved  of  the  further  consideration  of  the 
matter,  then  a  vote  would  be  taken  of  the  whole 
of  the  ratepayers.  Surely  no  one  can  be  more 
interested  than  the  ratepayers.  It  affects  the 
pocket  of  each  one  of  them,  and  they  are  the 
best  judges  whether  it  is  advisable  to  bring  this 
Bill  into  operation  or  not.  Then,  you  must 
bear  in  mind  that  some  of  these  ratepayers  are 
paying  heavy  rates,  and  have  five,  four,  three, 
or  two  votes  each.  Those  now  paying  the 
largest  amount  of  rates  would  be  the  persons 
most  likely  to  be  affected,  and  who  would  at- 
tend the  public  meeting,  and  these  are  the 
persons,  I  should  say,  who  are  the  best  judges  of 
whether  this  form  of  rating  would  be  the  best 
form  or  not.  The  honourable  gentleman  was 
good  enough  to  refer  to  the  D.I.G.,  and  he 
made  the  statement  that  the  late  Premier,  Mr. 
Ballance,  asked,  Was  it  fair  that  the  D.I.G.,  a 
company  holding  large  property  in  buildings 
and  stock  in  this  city,  should  only  be  asked  to 
pay  an  equal  sum  with  men  holding  a  small 
section  of  land  here  ?  I  ask  this :  Is  it  right 
that  the  D.I.C.  on  one  side  of  the  street  should 
pay  a  certain  amount  whilst  a  like  quantity  of 
land  on  the  other  side  is  only  paying  half  the 
amount? 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— Yes. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  It  is  not  right  that  that 
should  be  the  case.  I  say  that  both  sides  of 
the  street  should  pay  equal  amounts  of  rates, 
it  does  not  matter  what  property  they  have.  I 
ask,  is  it  right  that  in  one  portion  of  the  city 
a  building  with  about  60ft.  frontage  pays  £60 
annually  in  rates,  whereas  in  the  same  street, 
in  the  same  locality,  a  piece  of  ground  six 
times  as  large  as  the  other  only  pays  £10?  I 
do  jLot  wish  to  refer  to  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons owning  the  latter  place ;  but  the  first 
place  that  I  refer  to  is  the  property  of  the 
Opera  House  Company.  I  am  a  shareholder 
in  it,  and  I  know  what  rates  they  are  paying, 
and  I  say  that  a  piece  of  land  adjoining  that 
of  the  company,  and  six  times  as  large,  does 
not  pay  one-sixth  of  the  rates  that  the  Opera 
House  Company  pays. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— That  has  nothing  to  do 
with  this  Bill. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— It  has,  because  under  this 
Bill  land  would  be  taxed  on  the  unimproved 
value,  and  in  that  case  the  company  would 
probably  only  pay  £46— a  saving  of  £15  to  the 
company, — wlule  the  owner  of  the  other  land 
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would  pay  more  than  he  does.  I  should  like  to 
put  another  case.  Is  it  fair  that  two  houses 
alongside  each  other  in  Willis  Street,  occupying 
exactly  the  same  space  in  the  street,  should 
pay  the  one  £11  in  rates  per  annum  and 
the  other  £8?  Here  is  a  difference  of  £3 
in  the  case  of  places  just  next  door  to  each 
other,  and  each  occupying  the  same  space  in 
the  stieet.  These  things  are  not  fair.  But  I 
should  like  to  say,  further,  that  in  some  parts 
of  this  city — and  it  appplies  in  other  cities  as 
well  as  this— acres  of  land  are  held  for  specu- 
lative purposes.  That  land  should  be  held 
for  use,  and  not  for  abuse;  and,  if  people 
choose  to  hold  land  for  the  sake  of  specula- 
tion, then  I  say  that  they  should  be  made  to 
pay  taxes  upon  it.  The  reflbson  why  I  laughed 
when  the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi  got 
up  was  this  :  I  knew  at  the  time,  and  he  knew, 
how  anxious  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  to 
bring  forward  another  Bill,  and  that  was  what 
kept  me  quiet  in  my  seat.  I  was  anxious  that 
he  should  get  it  forward,  but  as  certain  honour- 
able gentlemen  have  chosen  to  waste  the  time 
of  the  House  I  do  not  see  why  I  should  not 
occupy  a  few  minutes  of  time.  I  will  not  take 
up  much  time  now,  but  may  deal  with  this 
measure  if  it  comes  up  again.  The  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  was  good  enough  to  state 
in  his  speech  that  he  had  neard  me  upon  some 
public  platform  advocate  the  single  tax.  I 
appeal  to  honourable  members  whether  I  have 
ever  delayed  this  House  unnecessarily  in  con- 
nection with  the  single  tax.  Last  year,  when 
my  colleague  brought  forward  the  Wellington 
City  Sanitation  Bill,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
getting  an  opinion  from  this  House  upon  this 
principle,  but  1  did  not  delay  the  House  more 
than  seven  or  eight  minutes  over  that  transac- 
tion, and  I  say  that  was  not  long  to  take  up  in 
discussing  a  principle  which  you  thoroughly 
believe  in ;  but  I  was  perfectly  contented  to 
remain  quiet  till  it  came  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee to  which  it  was  proposed  to  refer  it.  I 
do  not  approve  of  this  sending  important  Bills 
to  special  Committees,  for  this  reason :  that, 
when  Bills  are  about  to  be  sent  to  Committees, 
whoever  introduces  such  Bills  says,  "Do  not 
discuss  them;  let  us  send  them  to  the  Com- 
mittee";— and  the  Committee  may  know  as 
little  about  the  matters  dealt  with  in  the 
Bills  as  the  honourable  member  sending  them 
there.  We  are  not  allowed  to  discuss  the  Bill, 
and  ic  is  expected  to  come  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee perfect.  When  the  Bill  comes  back  from 
the  Committee  we  are  urged  not  to  discuss  it, 
but  to  let  it  go  into  Committee  of  this  House ; 
and  then  when  it  comes  out  of  Committee  it  is 
said,  *'  For  Goodness*  sake  let  it  pass ;  don't 
delay  the  House."  I  do  object  to  that  sort  of 
business,  if  we  are  going  to  have  free  speech. 
I  think,  except  in  the  case  of  Native  Bills,  that 
measures  should  not  so  frequently  be  sent  to 
Committees  and  thus  discussion  be  cut  short. 
The  honourable  member  for  Clutha  stated  that 
he  heard  me  defend  the  single  tax  on  a  plat- 
form in  this  city,  and  that  then  I  abandoned  it 
in  this  House,  and  abandoned  everything  else 
except  the  practice  of  attacking  my  colleagues. 
Mr,  McLean 


Sir,  I  distinctly  say  that  I  have  never  attacked 
any  member  of  this  House.  I  have,  indeed, 
on  one  occasion, — or  on  two  occasions, — de- 
fended myself  from  the  attacks  of  other 
honourable  members.  And  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  should  remember  this: 
that  you.  Sir,  as  Speaker,  have  never  yet  had 
occasion  to  call  me  to  order  or  ask  me  to 
apologize  for  my  language  in  this  House.  The 
honourable  gentleman  should  bear  that  in 
mind.  I  do  object  to  these  personal  attacks 
upon  myself  when  they  are  quite  undeserved. 
I  will  not  delay  the  House  any  longer,  but  if 
the  Bill  comes  up  again  I  shall  be  able  to  brin^ 
forward  such  amendments  as  will  make  the 
measure  more  suitable  to  the  City  of  Welling- 
ton. The  citiiens  of  Wellington,  I  think,  ccm- 
not  go  wrong  if  they  are  simply  asked  to  vote 
Tea  or  Nay  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— I  shall  not  keep  the  Hooee 
many  minutes.  The  honourable  member  who 
last  addressed  the  House  disclaimed  any  re- 
sponsibility in  connection  with  this  Bill,  and 
denied  that  he  is  one  of  the  "  faddists  "  v^o 
are  responsible  for  it.  I  may  be  permitted  to 
point  out  that  we  have  had  shoals  of  these  Bills 
introduced  by  this  Ministry,  and  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  go  outside  the  ranks  of  the  Minis- 
try in  order  to  provide  "fads"  for  the  House 
to  consider.  The  honourable  member  spoke 
as  if  this  Bill  had  been  brought  forward  almost 
entirely  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  properties. 
He  spoke  of  acres  of  land  held  for  speculative 
purposes  in  the  City  of  Wellington.  It  does 
not  appear  to  occur  to  him  that  the  owners 
of  these  sections  are  losing  money  whilst  the 
land  is  unoccupied,  and  at  the  same  time  they^ 
are  paying  rates  upon  the  sections,  and  if  they 
were  compelled  to  put  up  buildings  upon  these 
unimproved  sections  in  advance  of  any  demand 
for  such  buildings  it  must  neoessanly  brin|f 
down  the  rent  of  all  those  buildings  which  now 
exist.  There  are  mcbny  instances  to  be  seen 
in  that  position  throughout  the  colony,  the 
most  notable,  I  think,  in  the  City  of  Dunedin. 
However,  my  object  in  speaking  was  to  refer 
briefly  to  the  effect  of  this  rate  upon  unim- 
proved value  so  far  as  it  will  affect  country 
lands.  The  Bill  gives  power  to  any  score  of  rate- 
payers to  put  this  machinery  in  motion.  Now, 
this  Bill,  as  far  as  it  deals  with  country  lands, 
would  have  the  effect  of  levying  heavy  addi- 
tional taxation  upon  large  areas  of  inferior 
lands — lands  that  are  not  capable  of  improve- 
ment to  the  extent  that  is  contemplated  in  this 
Bill.  The  ratine-power  is  doubled  on  the  un- 
improved value  by  clause  25.  Well,  on  the 
assumption  that  the  improvements  represent 
half  the  total  value  of  property,  that  doubling 
of  the  rating-power  would  be  fair  enough ;  \m 
when  you  have  to  deal  with  lands  that  are  no^ 
capable  of  much  improvement,  and  where  the 
improvements  amount,  it  may  be,  to  not  more 
than  10  per  cent,  of  the  unimproved  value  of  the 
land,  it  must  be  patent  to  any  one  who  pays 
the  least  attention  to  the  matter  that  this  will 
almost  double  the  taxation  to  bo  levied  on  the 
owners  of  inferior  lands,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  it  would  diminish  the  contributions  fxoxtk 
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the  owners  of  the  more  prodactive  lands — the 
heavier  lands — throughout  the  colony.  They 
would  he  in  the  fortunate  position  of  heing 
adieved  of  their  present  taxation,  whilst  theirs 
are  the  very  properties  that  bring  traffic  on 
tiie  roads,  and  necessitate  the  levying  of  heavy 
ntes ;  whilst  the  lighter  lands,  not  capable  of 
much  improvement  and  bringing  but  little 
traffic  on  the  roads,  would  be  subject  to  a  large 
inoreftse  in  their  rates.  I  wish  to  be  very 
brief  in  discussing  this  question,  seeinff  the 
Iflkteness  of  the  hour.  The  Bill  is  divided  into 
^ree  Parts.  Part  I.  may  be  necessary  owing 
to  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  cease 
making  valuation -rolls  for  the  local  bodies. 
The  other  two  Parts  certainly  are  not  neces- 
sary  at  the  present  time.  I  should  advise  the 
Government  to  abandon  Parts  II.  and  III. ; 
and  when  they  introduce  a  measure  for  the 
rating  of  Native  lands  it  should  be  a  measure 
standing  alone,  so  that  honourable  members 
may  be  able  to  deal  with  it  and  vote  upon  it 
untrammelled  by  any  other  considerations  than 
that  of  voting  for  the  taxation  of  Native  lands, 
which  is  in  itself  a  very  wide  and  difficult 
subject. 

Mr.  WARD.  — I  regret  to  find  that  some 
honourable  members  evidently  have  miscon- 
strued the  remarks  I  made  in  introducing  the 
Bill,  when  I  stated  it  was  proposed  to  refer 
part  of  it  to  a  Select  Gonmiittee,  and  a  por- 
tion of  it  to  the  Native  Affairs  Conunittee.  I 
am  sorry  to  find  that  more  than  one  honour- 
able member  has  twisted  my  remarks  into  a 
desire  on  my  part  to  stifle  the  debate,  or  to 
limit  fair  criticism  by  any  member  of  the 
House.  More  than  one  honourable  member 
has  alluded  to  it,  and  I  think  it  is  only  due  to 
myself  to  say  that  I  made  no  such  statement. 
I  suggested  that  the  Bill,  after  the  second 
reading,  might  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  that  the  portion  of  it  providing  for 
taxation  of  Native  lands  should  be  referred  to 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  In  doing  so,  I 
stated  that  it  was  a  very  important  Bill,  and 
that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  make  it  a 
good  one.  Now,  I  think  it  is  somewhat  unfair 
to  myself  to  impute  to  me  the  slightest  desire 
to  limit  the  speech  of  any  honourable  mem- 
ber. I  should  be  sorry  to  do  that.  I  am 
quite  as  anxious  as  others  to  see  the  business 
poshed  on,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  would 
not  be  a  party  to  stop  fair  criticism  of  an  im- 
portant Bill  such  as  this.  Now,  Sir,  some  of 
the  criticisms  of  the  Bill  have  been  somewhat 
unfair.  I  feel  bound  to  say  one  or  two  honour- 
able members  have  departed  somewhat  —  in 
my  opinion,  at  any  rate— from  the  usual  nice 
feelings  that  should  be  shown  on  either  side  of 
the  House  in  the  course  of  a  debate.  I  cannot 
help  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Clutha — and  I  listened  to  him 
very  quietly — bordered  very  closely  to-night  on 
being  impertinent.  I  regret  to  say  it,  because 
I  have  a  high  respect  for  that  honourable 
gentleman.  But  I  do  think  it  is  generally  re- 
eognised  that  when  an  honourable  member  is 
in  private  conversation  with  a  gentleman  who 
is  a  stnnger,  from  my  knowledge  of  what  is 


etiquette  in  this  House  and  what  has  been 
the  custom  hitherto,  it  is  looked  upon  as  in 
exceedingly  bad  form  to  in  any  way  allude  to 
a  visitor,  who  has  as  much  right  to  have  his 
name  respected  as  a  stranger  would  were  he 
in  the  gallery.  I  do  think  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, in  his  own  interest,  that  the  honour- 
able member  ^or  Clutha  should  be  developing 
what  I  say  is  a  bad  trait  in  his  character — 
that  of  domineering  to  the  verge  of  a  boor. 
He  would  be  consulting  his  own  dignity  if 
he  did  not  attempt  to  indulge  in  that  style 
of  criticism.  He  is  treated  with  respect  by 
the  whole  of  us,  and  he  should  therefore 
extend  the  same  courtesy  in  return.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Wairarapa  dis- 
cussed the  Bill  ver^  fairly.  He,  however, 
laboured  under  a  misapprehension  upon  one 
or  two  points.  He  expressed  regret  that  the 
burden  of  assessing  the  land  should  be  thrown 
on  the  local  bodies.  Now,  under  the  existing 
law  local  bodies  have  the  option  either  to 
adopt  the  Government  assessment  or  to  make 
an  assessment  of  their  own.  Most  cities  of 
the  colony  —  at  least  the  principal  ones-^ 
have  elected  to  make  their  own  assessment 
instead  of  adopting  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  the  statement  made  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  the  honourable  *  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish),  is  correct, 
that  this  Bill  is  going  to  throw  an  increased 
burden  on  those  local  bodies,  then  how  is  it 
that  some  of  those  local  bodies  have  elected  in 
the  past  to  make  their  own  assessmente  instead 
of  accepting  that  of  the  Government?  I  do 
do  not  think  myself  that  there  is  very  much 
in  that,  and  a  great  deal  more  was  made  of  it 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  than  there  appeared 
to  me  to  be  any  necessity  for.  Then,  again, 
the  honourable  member  supposed  that  the  Tax 
Department  would  continue  to  make  triennial 
assessments,  and  that  that  would  clash  with 
the  local  bodies'  assessments.  The  honourable 
member  is  entirely  wrong.  The  department  has 
no  such  intention.  I  propose  to  introduce  next 
session  legislation  upon  this  very  important 
question,  and  the  system  of  triennial  assess- 
ment by  the  department  will  not  be  continued. 
So  there  is  nothing  whatever  in  the  assertion 
about  clashing  with  local  bodies.  I  could 
not  understand  an  honourable  member  when  he 
said  that  another  objection  to  the  measure  was 
that  the  County  Councils  might  possibly  be  ac- 
cused of  partiality,  and  of  miaking  the  appoint- 
ment of  valuers  so  that  they  might  get  theb 
properties  valued  at  low  rates.  I  do  not  under- 
stand what  he  meant  by  it.  It  appeared  to  be 
a  reflection  upon  the  members  of  local  bodies 
who  made  the  valuations  for  the  district  in 
which  they  are  concerned.  Now,  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  any  one  could  read  the 
clauses  of  a  Bill  in  introducing  it.  Well,  I 
think  that  remark  was  scarcely  fair.  I  have 
seen  the  honourable  member  himself  attempt- 
ing to  reply  in  the  House,  and  the  honourable 
member,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  failed  abso- 
lutely to  do  so.  I  do  not  think  I  have  in 
any   w^y   departed   from   the    usual    coutm 
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in  introduciog  this  Bill.  I  have  heard  many 
honourable  members  on  more  than  one  occasion 
declare  that  the  clauses  of  a  Bill  were  never 
explained;  and,  when  clauses  are  explained, 
members  on  the  other  side,  who  are  very  fasti- 
dious, have  demanded  fuller  explanations.  The 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  stated  that  I 
had  in  my  head  the  District  ^f  Southland 
entirely  in  the  framing  of  this  Bill.  Now,  Sir, 
I  have  not  considered  Southland  in  the  matter 
at  all.  Some  honourable  members  have  as- 
sumed that  this  Bill  is  introduced  at  the  re- 
quest of  *' faddists"  supporting  the  Qovemment. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  strong  representations 
have  been  made  to  the  Government,  from  the 
North  Island  particularly,  that  this  Bill  should 
be  introduced.  There  have  been  strong  repre- 
sentations from  the  North  upon  the  question 
of  rating  Native  land ;  there  nave  been  strong 
representations  generally  in  connection  with 
the  Bating  Acts  from  the  North  Island ;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Mataura,  in  his  desire  to  attempt  to  limit 
my  knowledge  to  one  district  only,  forgets 
there  are  other  parts  of  the  colony  which 
have  a  greater  interest,  so  far  as  the  simend- 
ment  of  the  Rating  Act  is  concerned,  than  the 
district  to  which  he  and  I  belong.  As  to  that 
district,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  it  would  be 
quite  content  with  the  existing  system  ;  but,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  Government  have  had  the 
very  strongest  representations  made  to  them  by 
local  bodies  in  other  districts  upon  this  question 
of  rating.  The  honourable  member  for  Mataura, 
if  his  knowledge  does  not  extend  beyond  South- 
land, must  not  suppose  that  the  knowledge  pos- 
sessed by  every  one  else  is  equally  limited,  and 
Southland  will  not  object  to  other  districts  ob- 
taining what  they  find  necessary.  I  am  bound 
to  say  the  honourable  member  for  Waipa  does 
the  Government  an  injustice  when  he  states, 
as  he  did,  that  the  intention  doubtless  was 
to  simply  get  this  Bill  before  the  House,  and 
then  hold  it  over  merely  as  an  electioneering 
dodge.  I  think  the  honourable  member  is 
evidently  not  quite  so  well  informed  as  to  what 
is  going  on  in  the  North  Island  as  I  supposed 
he  was. 

Mr.  LAKE.— In  Auckland. 

Mr.  WARD. —No.  in  the  North  Island. 
Strong  representations  have  come  to  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  subject,  and  the  Government 
have  no  intention  to  in  any  way  humbug  the 
country,  or  to  introduce  this  Bill  merely  for 
1)he  sake  of  having  it  hung  up.  The  object  of 
the  Government  is  to  refer  this  Bill  to  a  Select 
Committee,  and  that  portion  of  it  referring  to 
the  Natives  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  good  Bill  on  the 
statute-book  this  session.  Then  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
raised  the  question  of  poor  properties.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  said  the 
owners  of  poor  properties  tiiat  could  not  be 
highly  improved  would  be  treated  in  what  was 
really  a  monstrous  and  outrageous  manner  by 
having  to  pay  far  more  than  their  proper  share 
of  taxation.  Now,  what  has  been  the  position 
Mr.  Ward 


of  men  with  no  very  large  amount  of  property, 
but  property  that  has  been  largely  improved, 
in  some  districts  of  the  North  Island  ?  What 
has  been  the  position,  I  ask,  under  the  existing 
system  ?  It  has  been  found  to  be  this :  that  in 
some  cases  a  certain  small  property  has  been 
considerably  improved,  while  the  owner  of  the 
property  that  immediately  adjoins  it  has  not 
carried  out  any  improvements  at  all,  and  the 
owner  of  this  largely-improved  property  is  sub- 
jected to  a  much  greater  proportion  of  taxation 
for  local  purposes  than  his  neighbour  with  un- 
improved property  adjoining  him.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  representations  have  been  made  from 
some  of  the  districts  where  this  system  has 
existed,  pointing  out  the  necessity  for  some 
change  in  the  direction  we  are  now  taking, 
so  that  the  local  bodies  may  exercise  the 
power  given  under  this  Bill  to  rate  on  the  un- 
improved value,  and  to  make  rating  on  this 
basis  compulsory,  in  consequence  of  the  way 
in  which  some  of  these  unfortunate  people  find 
themselves  unfairly  handicapped  by  reason  of 
the  excessive  proportion  of  the  taxation  plaioed 
upon  their  properties,  owing  to  l^eir  being  im- 
proved, as  against  those  which  remain  unim- 
proved. Take  the  case  of  such  properties  as 
those  to  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  alluded.  He 
referred  to  his  own  warehouse,  upon  which  he 
stated  he  had  spent  a  large  sum  of  money, 
and  he  thought  he  was  fairly  made  to  pay 
extra  taxation  in  respect  of  it  because  of  the 
use  he  made  of  the  streets  with  his  horses 
and  drays.  He  held  that  a  meui  who  did  not 
build  upon  his  section  should  not  be  subject  to 
so  heavy  taxation  for  local  purposes.  Why, 
does  not  the  honourable  gentleman  know  that 
in  some  of  the  towns  in  New  Zealand  there  is 
land  which  is  greatly  needed  for  building  pur- 
poses, and  yet  is  kept  totally  unimproved, 
reaping  nevertheless  the  increased  value  that  is 
given  to  it  by  reason  of  the  improvements 
made  in  the  properties  close  to  it?  In  such 
cases  people  will  not  continue  to  stand  the 
owners  of  these  lands  paying  a  much  lower 
rate  of  taxation  when  they  will  not  allow  the 
lands  to  be  used  at  all.  Who  is  it  that  makes 
the  value  of  the  land?  Why,  Sir,  it  is  the 
enterprising  man  who  is  expending  his  energy 
and  capital,  and  putting  his  shoulder  to  the 
wheel.  It  is  he  who  gives  the  value  to  the 
adjoining  unimproved  property.  That  has  been 
the  case  in  many  of  the  towns  in  New  Zealand* 
and  I  am  surprised  to  see  an  honourable  gentle- 
man representing  a  city  constituency  so  averse 
from  making  the  owner  of  property  either  im- 
prove it  or  dispose  of  it.  Now,  some  diversity  of 
opinion  exists  as  to  whether  this  10  per  cent,  in- 
terest on  unpaid  rates  should  be  per  annum,  or« 
as  it  is  now  for  land-  and  income-tax  purposes* 
leviable  in  one  sum.  I  am  bound  to  confess 
this  is  a  debatable  point.  It  is  a  point  which 
I  think  the  Committee  should  carefully  study  ; 
and  I  may  say  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  con- 
tend that  it  would  be  wrong  to  make  it  payable 
as  a  penalty,  and  not  per  annum.  At  any  rate, 
the  Government  are  quite  prepared  to  consider 
it.    The  honourable  member  for  EUesniere  dis- 
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cussed  this  meftsnie  with  the  utmost  faimesB ; 
and  it  is,  to  my  mind  at  any  rate,  some- 
thing to  find  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
regarded  the  introduction  of  this  Bill  as  neces- 
sary, inasmuch  as  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment there  was  a  clear  indication  given  that, 
owing  to  the  proposed  changes  in  taxation, 
there  must  necessarily  be  a  change  in  the  sys- 
tem of  rating  made  by  the  Qoyemment.  The 
honourable  member  for  EUesmere,  I  say,  with 
his  usual  frankness,  at  once  acknowledged  that 
the  Bill  was  necessary  on  this  ground.  One 
honourable  gentleman  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  the  honourable  member  for  Eaiapoi, 
seemed  to  be  wonderfully  obtuse  on  that  point, 
for  he  failed  to  see  the  necessity  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bill ;  and  he  asked  why  it  was 
necessary  that  it  should  be  introduced.  I  may 
tell  him  that  it  is  introduced  for  three  pri- 
mary reasons,  which  are  indicated  in  the 
measure.  One  is  that  a  large  section  of  the 
people  in  the  North  Island  have  been  urging 
that,  owing  to  the  position  in  which  they 
were  placed  for  rating  purposes,  they  should 
have  the  right  to  exercise  the  privilege  of 
rating  properties  on  their  unimproved  values. 
There  are  a  large  number  of  people  in  the 
North  Island  who  have  been  urging  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  Natives  should  be  forced  to  con- 
tribute a  fair  amount  of  the  taxation  of  the 
country;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  honourable 
members  must  know  it  was  necessary  to  intro- 
duce a  system  by  which  to  change  the  rating 
in  order  to  comply  with  the  land-  and  income- 
tax  proposals  of  the  Government.  Yet  the 
honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi  said  there  was 
no  necessity  for  the  introduction  of  such  a  Bill. 

Mr.  MOOBE. — I  said  a  portion  of  it  should 
he  passed.    I  do  not  condemn  it  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  said 
very  clearly  that  there  were  no  reasons  what- 
ever for  the  introduction  of  this  Bill ;  and  yet, 
in  introducing  it,  the  first  thing  I  said  was  that 
this  measure  was  introduced  for  the  purpose 
of  deeding  with  these  three  points  which  I 
have  just  mentioned.  The  honourable  member, 
I  think,  was  followed  by  one  or  two  other 
members  on  that  side  of  the  House  in  saying 
that  I  did  not  indicate  the  principles  of  the 
Bill.  In  saying  that,  they  said  what  is  contrary 
to  the  fact,  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  had 
done  so.  I  wish  now  to  refer  to  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  that 
he  was  not  at  all  happy  so  far  a^  this  Bill  was 
oonoemed.  He  was  not  prepared  to  accept 
the  Bill,  or  even  to  suggest  any  amendment 
in  it.    He  was  opposed  to  it  absolutely,  and 

rferred  to  see  the  whole  Bill  thrown  out. 
fact,  the  whole  of  the  Native  members  are 
rather  averse  from  this  proposal  to  tax  Native 
lands.  Of  coxuse  I  am  aware  of  this.  Now, 
during  the  recess  I  visited  a  large  Native 
meeting  at  Waipatu.  There  I  met  a  number 
of  the  Natives,  and  at  the  meeting,  as  some  of 
the  Native  members  will,  perhaps,  remember, 
I  indicated  my  opinion  that  it  was  necessary, 
in  the  interests  of  the  Natives  themselves, 
that  they  should  contribute  to  the  general 


taxation  of  the  country.  I  then  gave,  as 
I  say,  a  clear  and  unmistakable  indication 
to  that  effect.  If  these  honourable  members 
will  carefully  consider  the  matter  they  will 
see  that  it  is  to  the  interests  of  the  Natives 
that  they  should  commence  to  contribute  to 
the  taxation  of  the  country.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  Western  Maori  District  raised 
a  question  as  to  whether  it  was  fair  or  not 
fair  to  tax  Native  lands  the  same  as  European 
lands  are  taxed,  seeing  that  Natives  cannot  deal 
with  their  lands  as  Europeans  can  do  with 
theirs.  Now,  that  would  be  a  debatable  ques- 
tion. In  reply,  I  have  to  say  that,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  fair  to  tax  them;  but  it  is  a 
question  whether  they  should  not  be  taxed 
proportionately  less  than  Europeans  are  taxed 
for  rating  purposes.  That,  I  say,  is  a  debatable 
question.  It  is  a  question  the  Native  and 
European,  members  must  consider  when  the 
Bill  is  before  the  Committee,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  it  will  be  carefully  considered  there. 
The  Native  members  are  mistaken  in  their 
hostility  to  the  proposal,  for  public  opinion 
from  one  end  of  this  country  to  the  other 
clearly  runs  in  the  direction  that  some  change 
in  this  system  should  be  made ;  and  I  would 
point  out  to  those  members  that  it  is  not  a 
party  question,  and,  no  matter  what  Grovem- 
ment  may  occupy  these  benches,  this  question 
cannot  be  long  deferred,  because,  as  I  say, 
public  ojpinion  will  force  any  Government  which 
may  be  m  power  to  tackle  this  question  of  the 
taxation  of  Native  lands.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  about  that,  and  those  Native  members 
should  realise  that  this  is  the  case.  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Southern  Maori  District 
touched  upon  another  point  that  calls  for 
notice.  He  asked  how  it  was  that  Stewart 
Island  was  not  included.  To  that  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  if  Stewart  Island  is  not  included  it 
should  be  included,  just  the  same  as  any  other 
part  of  the  colony.  If  it  is  not  in  the  Bill 
now,  it  will  have  to  be  put  in;  and  when  the 
Bill  is  before  the  Select  Committee  I  trust 
that  if  the  honourable  member  is  there  he  will 
see  that  that  particular  portion  of  the  colony 
is  put  in  precisely  the  same  position  as  other 
portions.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Natives 
there  are  quite  prepared  to  share  with  the 
Natives  of  the  North  Island  their  fair  propor- 
tion of  the  taxation  of  the  country.  The  only 
thing  I  regretted  to  hear  in  the  speeches  made 
by  the  Native  members  was  the  statement  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District,  that  he  would  have  preferred  to  have 
been  born  a  Chinaman,  rather  than  a  Maori. 
To  my  mind,  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
doing  an  injustice  to  himself  and  to  the  Natives 
at  large  in  making  such  a  comparison  as  that. 
In  fact,  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
must  have  made  it  by  way  of  a  joke,  for  when 
he  comes  seriously  to  reflect  on  the  matter 
he  will  agree  with  me  that  the  Maori  race  is 
in  many  respects  superior  to  the  Chinese. 
Now,  I  have  a  word  to  say  in  connection 
with  some  of  the  points  raised  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Hutt.  If  such  cases  have 
occurred  in  any  part  of  the  country  as  he  re- 
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£erred  to,  wheze  the  oost  of  collecting  the  tax 
would  be  greater  than  the  tea.  when  collected, 
then  I  should  say  that  the  right  thing  for 
the  local  body  to  do  would  be  not  to  collect 
the  tax  at  all.  If  it  is  going  to  cost  in  collec- 
tion as  much  as  the  tax  would  produce,  I 
should  say  that  the  local  body  might  as  well  do 
without  it.  If  it  were  left  to  me,  I  would  say 
that  I  would  not  collect  it.  Then  the  honour- 
able gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  the  sys- 
tem which  was  salted  to  us  was  one  that 
existed  in  Italy,  of  the  central  GoTomment 
sending  out  taxing-forms  for  general  and  local 
taxing  purposes,  and  then,  upon  collection, 
handing  over  the  amount  of  the  local  rates  to 
the  local  bodies.  The  same  system  exists,  I 
may  say,  in  some  of  the  American  States,  and 
a  great  deal  is  to  be  said  for  it.  But,  so  far  as 
I  have  ascertained,  or  been  able  to  observe,  it 
is  not  one  that  would  suit  the  circumstances 
of  this  colony.  At  any  rate,  it  is  a  matter 
for  the  local  bodies  themselves  to  consider, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  maJce  the  initiatoiy  move- 
ment upon.  If  they  had  thought  it  desirable  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  American  States  in 
this  respect,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  some 
proposal  for  its  adoption  would  have  been  made 
before  now.  I  think  the  matter  is  one,  how- 
ever, that  might  well  be  considered  by  the 
Select  Committee.  It  is  a  matter  that  requires 
consideration.  Then  the  honourable  gentle- 
man went  on  to  suggest  that  there  should  be 
an  exemption  of  taxation  in  respect  of  sand- 
dunes,  as  it  costs  a  great  deal  to  reclaim  them, 
and  that,  in  fact,  the  people  who  take  up  this 
kind  of  land  should  be  allowed  to  occupy  it 
rent-free  for  a  certain  time.  Now,  as  regards 
some  of  the  sandhills  in  the  North  Island,  I 
understand  they  are  let  at  nominal  rents,  and 
I  do  not  think,  under  the  circumstances,  one 
could  expect  them  to  be  free  of  all  taxation. 
Still,  it  is  a  fitting  matter  for  the  Committee 
to  consider.  The  honourable  member  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  he  thought  a  mistake  had 
been  made  in  this  Bill  in  adhering  to  the 
bare  majority,  instead  of  providing  for  a  three- 
fifths  majority  eis  proposed  in  another  Bill. 
Now,  Sir,  it  is  quite  to  be  expected  that  such 
a  point  as  that  might  be  raised  by  an  opponent 
of  the  Government.  At  the  same  time,  one 
can  hardly  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  serious  in  raising  it,  or  that  he  was  de- 
sirous of  placing  the  matter  referred  to  in 
this  Bill  in  the  same  category  as  the  matter 
referred  to  in  the  other  BiU  to  which  I  have 
alluded.  The  two  positions  are  as  different 
as*  daylight  from  dark,  and  if  the  system  he 
asks  us  to  apply  under  this  Bating  Bill  were 
applied  the  honourable  gentleman  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  it  would  not  work  at  all.  It 
is  directly  contrary  to  the  purposes  of  the 
Bill  in  every  possible  way.  So,  while  the 
honourable  gentleman  endeavoured  to  score 
in  that  respect,  the  circumstances  of  the  two 
cases  are  quite  different,  and  do  not  admit  of 
comparison.  I  just  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two 
with  reference  to  several  points  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Waikato  which  deserve 
consideration.  The  question  was  raised  by 
Mr.  Ward 


several  other  honourable  members  as  well  aa  by 
him,  and  notably  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden,  as  to  whether  this  Bill  was  going 
to  achieve  anything  really  praotioal  in  n^ard 
to  the  rating  of  Native  lands — if  it  was  liS»ly 
to  meet  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended. 
Now,  that  is  a  matter  which  requires,  no  doubt, 
to  be  carefully  considered.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  is  to  enable  those  purposes  to  be  achieved 
that  I  have  indicated  as  those  for  which  the 
Bill  was  introduced.  The  desire  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  to  have  the  Native  lands  of  the 
colony  made  to  contribute  their  fair  share  of 
taxation ;  and  if  any  portion  of  the  Bill  is  dA> 
f ective,  and  fails  to  accomplish  what  is  intended, 
then,  undoubtedly,  that  ^ould  be  remedied.  I 
do  not  think  it  as  unworkable  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  stated.  However,  I  think  it  is 
a  matter  which  should  be  very  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee,  and,  if  desirable,  an 
improvement  could  be  made.  I  do  not  think 
the  honourable  member  for  Waipa  was  justified 
in  the  remarks  he  made  about  fagot -voting. 
The  honourable  gentleman  is  not  aware  that 
in  some  districts  in  the  North,  owing  to  the 
number  of  absent  voters,  the  resident  rate- 
payers are  frequently  defeated  in  their  attempts 
to  obtain  a  vote  for  some  local  purpose.  I 
think,  myself,  as  the  honourable  member  ia 
so  anxious  to  make  it  appear  that  &hgot-voting 
is  going  to  exist  under  our  proposals,  he  can 
scarcely  be  so  familiar  as  the  Government  with 
what  has  transpired  in  some  districts  in  the 
North.  He  can  scarcely  be  so,  for,  if  he  were, 
no  doubt  he  would  change  his  opinion  on  tha 
matter,  and  admit  that  the  proposal  in  the 
Bill  is  necessary.  I  just  wish  to  touch  on  one 
other  point  that  was  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston.  He  gave  us  the 
aggregate  amount  that  would  be  collected  both 
in  town  and  country  under  the  rating  proposed 
in  the  Bill,  and  compared  it  with  that  under  the 
existing  Bating  Act.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
check  the  honourable  gentleman's  figures,  bat 
they  are  no  doubt  correct ;  but  I  would  point 
out  to  him,  when  he  indicated  that  the  rate  of 
8d.  would  bring  in  some  £700,000,  or  £200,000 
more  than  was  wanted,  that,  clearly,  if  that  is 
the  case,  a  local  body  would  not  rate  up  to  8d., 
but  probably  2d.  or  2id.  as  the  case  might  be. 
It  is  not  compulsory  under  the  Bill  to  make  a 
local  body  tax  up  to  8d.;  they  have  the  right  to 
impose  a  tax  below  8d. ;  so  that  if  too  much 
would  be  obtained  by  a  tax  of  3d.,  the  local  body, 
after  giving  full  and  careful  thought  to  their 
requirements,  would  levy  a  rate  to  the  amonnt 
they  thought  necessary,  and  not  in  excess  of 
their  requirements.  I  think  I  have  now  met 
most  of  the  arguments  of  honourable  members 
who  have  discussed  this  Bill.  I  have  only  to 
say  that  I  thoroughly  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitemata  when  he  says  that 
the  object  of  honourable  members,  so  far  as 
legislation  is  concerned,  should  be  to  push  on. 
I  think  all  are  agreed  on  that  point,  and  I  hope, 
now  that  we  have,  at  any  rate,  made  up  our 
minds  to  go  to  woirk  seriously,  from  now  to  the 
end  of  the  session  our  general  motto  will  be» 
"Push  on." 
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The  House  divided  on  the  que8ia<Hi, 
fhe  Bill  he  xead  a  second  time." 
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Hutchison,  W. 
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Fergus 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Bussell 

Beeves 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Tanner 

Buchanan 

Taylor 

Maoken2ie,M.J.S 

Willis. 

Bichardson. 

Majority  for,  21. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  forty  minutes  past 
ne  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  SOth  August,  1893. 


Second  Beading—  Third  Readings  —  Oamam  lioans 
Consolidation  Bill— Inspection  of  Machinery  Act 
— Otago  and  Southland  Education  Beserres  — 
Government  Bills— Edncadon  Endowments— 
Electoral  Bill— Adjournment. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatxbs. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Eaiapoi  Borough  Council  Vesting  BiU. 

THIBD  BEADINGS. 
Gore  Electric  Lighting  Bill,  Gisbome  High 
Sohool  Bill,  Mokoreta  Cemetery  Beserve  BUI, 
Kiwitea  County  Bill,  Wellington  (Oity)  Sub- 
urbs Sanitation  BQl. 

OAMABU  LOANS  CONSOLIDATION  BILL. 

ADJOTTBNBD  DICBATB. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OBMOND  said  that  when  he 
HHwed  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  he  did 
so  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether  it  was 
pemble  to  frame  any  proTisions  that  would 


Erovide  that  the  dissentients  to  the  Bill  should 
ave  an  opportunity  of  assenting  to  it  before  it 
became  law.  He  had  ascertained  from  the 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  the  pro- 
moters of  it,  that  they  were  not  content  to 
accept  any  such  proposal,  and  if  such  a  pro- 
posal  were  accepted  the  Bill  would  only  be 
necessary  so  far  as  the  provisions  in  it  which 
affected  the  rating-power,  and  so  on.  If  the 
promoters  had  been  willing  to  accept  this  pro- 
posal it  would  not  have  been  necessary  for  the 
Bill  to  come  into  operation  until  the  whole  of 
the  bondholders  were  consenting  parties.  Then 
all  opposition  would  have  been  withdrawn  from 
the  Bill.  But  he  did  not  see  his  way  to  frame 
any  provision  to  meet  the  case  with  a  view 
of  postponing  the  operation  of  the  Bill  until 
assent  was  given.  That,  he  understood,  would 
not  be  satisfactory.  He  still  considered  that 
the  Bill  was  a  departure  of  a  most  dangerous 
kind,  and  if  the  principle  were  affirmed  it  would 
open  the  way  in  the  future  to  other  and  larger 
proposals  of  the  same  kind.  He  ventured  to 
say  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of  largely 
depreciating  the  value  of  all  such  securities  in 
the  English  market,  where  the  colony  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  getting  its  money  for  local  pur- 
poses. He  had  not  made  any  other  motion  in 
the  way  of  making  the  Bill  of  service,  but  he 
would  propose  that  it  be  read  a  third  time  that 
day  six  months,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  on 
record  his  dissent,  and  the  dissent  of  the  other 
members  of  the  Council  who  agreed  with  him 
that  it  was  a  wrong  departure.  He  moved, 
T?iat  the  BiU  be  read  the  third  time  that  day 
six  months. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWABT  said  he 
perfectly  agreed  that  the  principle  involved  in 
the  Bill  was  one  of  very  great  importance  in- 
deed. The  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  was 
referred  went  into  the  matter  in  a  fair  and 
critical  spirit,  and  with  every  desire  to  elicit 
any  point  which  could  be  raised  against  the 
Bill.  The  promoters  of  the  measure  had  been 
represented  before  the  Committee  by  cotmsel, 
and  the  Oamaru  Borough  was  also  represented 
by  counsel.  They  were  at  one  as  to  the  desir- 
ability of  the  Bill  passing,  but  the  point  which 
the  Committee  endeavoured  to  find  out  was  as 
to  the  opposition  of  those  bondholders  who  did 
not  assent  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  The 
test  they  endeavoured  to  apply  was  this  :  If  a 
Beceiver  were  appointed  now,  it  would  be  dis- 
astrous to  the  bondholders,  and  it  was  quite 
apparent  that  the  rating  in  Oamaru  had  now 
reached  a  point  when  to  increase  it  would 
really  dimix^sh  the  revenue  derived  from  rating. 
That  would  arise  simply  because  property 
would  be  depreciated  much  in  value,  and  he 
doubted  very  much  whether  the  bondholders 
would  get  anything  like  6  per  cent.  Some- 
thing had  been  said  with  regard  to  dissent- 
ing bondholders.  The  position  of  those  was, 
that  they  really  had  no  information  as  to 
the  position  of  matters  at  all.  Those  bond- 
holders were  in  London,  and  the  Committee 
felt  that  they  had  taken  up  a  quiescent  atti- 
tude, or  that  they  had  not  shown  any  opposition 
to  the  measure.   If  the  amendment  were  agreed 
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to,  it  meant  that  a  Beoeiver  might  be  ap- 
pointed, and  the  bondholders  would  be  left  to 
themselves.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  their  position  would  be  very  much  worse 
than  it  would  be  under  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment. He  held  very  strongly  that  the  Bill  was 
one  really  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  Cor- 
poration. Looking  at  it  from  a  purely  finan- 
cial point  of  view,  he  felt  satisfied — at  all 
events,  he  would  not  say  that  he  felt  satisfied, 
but  he  was  very  apprehensive  —  that  the  Cor- 
poration would  not  be  able  to  carry  out  the  ar- 
rangement to  pay  the  proposed  5  per  cent, 
interest.  He  did  not  think  the  Corporation  could 
pay  so  large  an  amount  of  interest,  and  it  was 
very  unfortunate  that  the  circumstances  were 
such.  The  Committee  had  pointed  that  out  to 
the  counsel  engaged  in  the  case.  The  Town 
Clerk  of  Oamaru  thought  that  if  the  interest 
were  reduced  to  5  per  cent,  the  Corporation 
would  be  able  to  meet  tJie  amount  required. 
He  would  only  point  out,  what  was  stated  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  that  the  non-assenting 
sheureholders  formed  about  one-tenth  of  the 
whole.  A  large  number  of  the  bondholders  were 
actively  supporting  the  Bill,  a  percentage  were 
practically  quiescent,  and  a  certain  number 
only  were  non-dissenting  in  the  sense  that 
they  were  not  prepared  to  take  any  ac- 
tive steps  against  it.  If  such  an  arrange- 
ment should  be  given  effect  to,  undoubtedly 
that  was  the  Bill  that  should  be  sanctioned, 
and  he  thought  this  was  a  consideration  that 
should  weigh  with  the  Council  in  dealing  with 
a  Bill  of  this  kind.  He  had  gone  into  the 
matter  very  carefully,  and  he  felt  satisfied  that 
if  the  Bill  were  not  assented  to  disaster  would 
take  place  in  Oamaru,  and  very  great  injury 
would  be  done  to  the  bondholders.  They  would 
suffer  very  seriously,  while  under  the  Bill  they 
would  receive  5  per  cent.,  and  the  term  of  the 
debentures  would  be  extended.  Although  he 
had  agreed  to  it  very  reluctantly,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Bill  was  in  the 
interests  of  all  parties,  and  the  arrangement 
was  an  equitable  one,  which  should  be  given 
effect  to,  not  only  in  the  interests  of  the 
Borough  of  Oamaru,  but  in  the  interests  of 
the  bondholders  themselves. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLEAN  asked  whether  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  took  into  consideration 
the  question  of  the  rating-power  of  the  borough. 
He  would  like  to  ask  what  was  the  position. 
Was  it  in  the  power  of  the  liquidator  to  in- 
crease the  rates  ? 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  stated 
that  it  had  been  urged  by  the  counsel  repre- 
senting the  bondholders  that  they  had  the  right 
to  rate  beyond  the  special  rates  sanctioned  by 
the  special  Acts  under  which  the  loans  had 
been  raised.  They  urged  that  under  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act  of  1886.  Mr.  Bell  also 
urged  that  the  bondholders  had  a  legal  right  to 
rate  beyond  the  specific  rates  sanctioned  in  the 
Acts  under  which  the  loans  were  raised — that  was 
to  say,  that  the  Council  had  power  to  increase 
the  rates.  It  seemed  to  him  a  very  startling 
provision,  and,  on  looking  at  the  matter,  there 
seemed  to  be  considerable  colouz  for  that  view 
Hon.  W,  Doumie  Stewart 


being  sanctioned  by  law.  The  bondholders 
could  practically  rate  an  amount  up  to  £1  on 
the  value  of  the  rateable  property.  One  effect 
which  he  hoped  honourable  members  would 
not  overlook  was,  that,  the  annual  rental-value 
of  Oamaru  had  diminished  during  the  last  ten 
years  from  about  £54,000  to  £33,000.  Looking 
at  that  fact,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  bondholders  and  the  Corporation  would 
suffer  very  seriously  if  the  Bill  were  not  given 
effect  to.  He  had  come  to  that  conclusion 
very  reluctantly,  because  his  sympathies  wece 
with  those  bondholders  who  hs^  not  assented. 
He  felt  satisfied  their  rights  under  the  Bill 
would  not  be  prejudiced.  The  arrangement 
ought  not  to  have  been  entered  into  by  the 
borough  in  the  position  in  which  it  was. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  thought  there  was 
considerable  difficulty  in  settling  how  to  vote 
on  this  question.  As  he  had  already  stated, 
the  Bill  before  the  Council  was  a  private  Bill. 
It  was  quite  true  that  difficulties  had  arisen 
between  the  bondholders  and  the  Corporation. 
His  honourable  friend  had  not  given  him 
the  information  that  he  required.  He  wanted 
to  know  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, after  hearing  the  argument  of  Mr.  Bell, 
whether  there  was  power  to  raise  a  higher 
rate  than  the  limit  under  the  Municipal  Act. 
The  borough  was  entitled  to  raise  a  certain 
amount,  and  to  rate  up  to  a  certain  amount. 
As  far  as  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
property  was  concerned,  that  was  nothing 
new;  and  Oamaru  was  no  exception.  The 
whole  colony  had  suffered  as  regarded  de- 
preciation in  values,  and  tiiie  thing  that  pre- 
vented Oamaru  from  going  ahead  was  the 
very  high  municipal  rates  imposed.  People 
preferred  to  go  outside  the  boundary  of  the 
town,  on  account  of  the  high  rates.  It  was 
a  matter  which  he  really  did  think  should  be 
postponed  a  little  further,  in  order  to  see  whe- 
ther anything  could  be  done.  He  did  not  like 
to  oppose  the  Bill,  but  he  saw  the  difficulties 
that  might  arise  through  passing  it — making 
this  a  precedent.  However,  one  did  not  like 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  throwing  the  mea- 
sure out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  thought  the 
motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  would  give 
those  who  held  that  the  Bill  contained  an  im-  . 
portant  departure  an  opportunity  of  recording 
their  votes  against  the  principle  proposed  to  be 
established — that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  interfere  between  local  bodies  and 
their  creditors.  At  all  events,  the  Council 
would  not  be  without  warning  as  to  the  posi- 
tion. Those,  of  course,  who  took  a  different 
view  would  probably  be  firm  in  their  opinion, 
and  no  doubt  they  would  take  the  responsi- 
bility  of  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  in- 
evitable result  —  of  what  must  come.  His 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Stewart  had  stated  that 
he  was  fairly  well  convinced  that  the  borough 
would  not  be  able  to  carry  out  the  arrange- 
ment, even  if  made.  The  question  was,  What 
was  to  be  the  attitude  of  the  Legislature  upon 
such  questions  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  his  honooz- 
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able  friend  was  wrong.  What  he  objected  to 
in  this  zneasare  was  the  proposal  to  give  the 
bondholders  power  to  rate  up  to  208.  in  the 

Snnd.  There  oould  be  no  doubt  that  it  gave 
3  much  power  to  the  bondholders.  They 
already  had  their  pound  of  flesh,  but  now 
they  wanted  the  whole  body.  That  was  the 
only  reason  why  he  objected  to  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  said  it  was  gene- 
rally  understood  that  people  who  lent  their 
money  on  a  very  high  rate  of  interest  must 
accept  security  accordingly,  and,  if  it  turned 
oat  that  the  security  was  acknowledged  to  be 
bad,  it  appeared  to  him  that  those  persons  who 
bad  lent  their  monev  must  take  their  chance. 
He  did  not  see  why  they  should  be  treated  dif- 
ferently, and  that  this  Bill  should  be  passed 
merely  to  secure  persons  who  had  lent  their 
money  on  such  doubtful  security  from  possible 
loss  that  might  take  place.  On  these  grounds, 
be  would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Ormond. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  said  that  what  he 
objected  to  in  the  matter  was,  that  they  were 
taking  a  new  departure,  and  were  interfering 
between  bondholders  and  local  bodies.  He 
thought  if  all  the  bondholders  had  come  into 
the  arrangement  it  would  have  been  beneficial 
to  both  parties,  but  under  this  Bill  there  was 
a  sort  of  coercion  proposed.  He  thought  it  was 
a  very  important  matter  for  the  Council  to  con- 
sider—  whether  they  should  establish  a  pre- 
cedent of  the  kind;  and  it  also  appeared  to 
him  that  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  might 
be  made  responsible  for  local  bodies  if  they 
interfered  between  the  local  bodies  and  their 
creditors.  He  was  not  certain  whether  under 
this  Bill  the  creditors  could  not  come  upon 
the  colony  to  pay  the  deficiency. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOB,  in  reply,  would 
state  that  the  Bill  might  be  looked  at  from 
three  points  of  view.  First  of  all  there  was 
the  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Oamaru, 
then  the  bondholders  of  that  Corporation,  and 
thirdly  the  colony  as  a  whole.  The  Bill  had 
been  vei^  carefully  and  fairly  looked  into  from 
every  pomt  of  view,  and  he  thought  that,  after 
all  that  had  been  said,  it  was  clear  that  in  the 
interests  of  all  parties  this  Bill  should  become 
law.  The  only  questionable  point  was  as  re- 
garded the  borough  itself.  It  appeared  from 
the  statement  made  b^  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  that  the  only  ques- 
tion was  as  to  whether  the  borough  might  not 
have  made  a  much  better  bargain.  With 
regard  to  the  bondholders,  there  was  not  the 
Blightest  doubt  that  this  arrangement  was 
entirely  in  their  interests.  The  evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee,  which  had  been 
referred  to  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
put  it  beyond  all  doubt  that  this  arrangement 
was  the  veiy  best  possible  one  that  could  be 
made  in  the  interest  of  the  bondholders.  On 
the  previous  day  a  telegram  was  received  by  the 
Premier  from,  he  understood,  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Bondholders  in  London, 
in  which  he  said  that  he  had  had  an  inter- 
view with  a   deputation  of   the  bondholders. 


and  that  his  opinion  was  that  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill  would  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  and  disastrous  to  the  bondholders, 
and  that  a  Beceiver  would  follow ;  also,  that 
the  percentage  of  consents  was  abnormally 
high  as  compared  with  similar  cases.  Now, 
he  thought  that  telegram  fully  bore  out  what 
had  already  been  said  in  the  Council;  and, 
considering  the  large  number  of  bondholders 
who  had  assented  to  the  Bill,  he  thought  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  conceive  a  case  in 
which  so  near  an  approach  to  unanimity  could 
be  obtained.  With  regard  to  the  compara- 
tively small  number  who,  it  appeared  from  the- 
evidence  before  the  Committee,— and  he  might 
mention  that  he  did  not  know  until  the  evi- 
dence was  adduced  that  there  were  any  at  all, — 
intimated  some  months  ago  that  they  did  not 
consent,  he  submitted  to  the  Council  that  the 
proper  way  to  look  upon  it  was  that,  inasmuch 
as  those  bondholders  had  not  chosen  to  make 
any  representation  at  all  to  the  Council,  while 
they  were  well  aware  that  application  was  in- 
tended to  be  made  to  the  Legislature  for  an 
Act  to  authorise  the  Corporation  to  carry  out 
this  arrangement,  the  Council  might  very 
well  infer  that  the  position  these  bondholders 
took  up  was  simply  one  of  quiescence.  He 
submitted  it  was  also  perfectly  clear  that  it 
was  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  as  a  whole 
that  this  arrangement  should  be  carried  out, 
because,  as  had  been  intimated  in  the  cable 
message  he  had  read,  the  result  of  the  Bill 
not  being  passed  would  be  that  a  Beceiver  would 
be  immediately  appointed.  He  thought  that  all 
who  were  concerned — a.s  all  in  the  colony  were 
concerned  —  must  see  that  it  was  infinitely 
better  that  an  arrangement  which  had  been 
shown  by  ample  evidence  to  be  in  the  interests 
of  the  bondholders  should  be  carried  out  rather 
than  that  they  should  be  left  to  do  their  best 
by  appointing  a  Beceiver.  In  reference  to  what 
had  fallen  horn  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  he 
might  point  out  that  this  Legislature  had 
interfered  in  the  interest  of  bondholders  of 
local  bodies,  inasmuch  as,  by  a  provision  in  the 
Act  of  1886,  additional  securities — ^which  they 
had  no  right  to  expect  at  the  time  they  lent 
money — had  been  given  to  them,  because  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  on  reading  the  section  of  the 
Act  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  that 
by  that  Act  the  Corporation  had  received  power 
to  levy  rates  up  to  any  amount  that  might  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  interest  on  its  loans. 
Then,  there  was  another  provision,  giving  the 
same  power  to  the  Beceiver  in  the  event  of  its 
being  necessary  to  appoint  a  Beceiver.  Those 
provisions  were  not  in  existence  at  the  time 
the  bondholders  lent  the  money.  Now  the 
interference  of  the  Legislature  was  asked,  and 
it  was  perfectly  clear  that  this  interference 
was  more  in  the  interests  of  these  bondholders, 
inasmuch  as  debentures  which  were  at  present 
unsaleable  would,  immediately  on  the  passing 
of  this  Bill,  become  saleable,  as  the  evidence 
showed. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of' 
the  question." 
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Bill  read  the  third  time. 

INSPECTION  OP  MACHINERY  ACT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attomey-Qenoral,  If  the  provisions  of  the 
Inspection  of  Machinery  Act  extend  to  the 
railway  workshops  and  Oovemment  Printing 
Office ;  and,  if  not,  why  not  ?  His  reason  for 
asking  the  question  was  that  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  accidents  arising  from  the  want  of  proper 
safeguards  in  connection  with  machinery  used 
in  the  railway  workshops.  He  could  not  see 
why  the  Act  should  not  extend  to  the  work- 
men inside  the  workshops  as  well  as  to  those 
outside,  who  were  protected.  He  would  also 
like  to  draw  attention  to  the  very  lax  super- 
vision exercised  by  Inspectors  in  cases  where 
the  Act  did  apply.  He  had  been  himself  ap- 
pealed to  several  times  to  draw  attention  to 
the  danger  from  machinery  used  in  different 
works  being  wholly  uncovered,  being,  in  some 
cases,  perfect  man-traps ;  and  he  thought  the 
Inspectors  should  exercise  a  little  more  super- 
vision, especially  in  regard  to  machinery  used 
in  flax  •  mills.  He  would  not  like  to  do  any- 
thing that  might  retard  the  flax  industry,  but 
he  did  not  think  that  industry  should  be  fos- 
tered at  the  expense  of  the  lives  and  limbs  of 
the  workmen,  and  he  trusted  better  supervi- 
sion would  be  exercised. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  replied  that 
if  his  honourable  friend  referred  to  section  61 
of  '*  The  Inspection  of  Machinery  Act,  1882,"  he 
would  there  see  the  reason  why  the  operation 
of  the  Act  did  not  apply  to  inspection  of  that 
character.  He  might  inform  him  that,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Railway  Department's 
works,  all  sach  works  were  inspected  regularly 
by  Inspectors  of  Machinery.  The  railway  work- 
shops, he  believed,  were  not  so  inspected,  for 
the  reason  that  the  Act  exempted  them,  whUe 
the  department  had  several  experts  of  its  own. 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTHLAND  EDUCATION 
RESERVES. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  — in  moving, 
That  copies  of  all  letters,  reports,  and  pa/pers  re- 
lative to  the  inquiry  by  Mr.  J.  E.  March  into 
the  administration  of  education  and  endowment 
reserves  in  Otago  and  Southland  be  laid  on  the 
table,  together  with  instructions  given  to  Mr. 
March — said  that  the  motion  had  reference 


to  oettain  reserves  lor  educational  purposes  in 
the  Province  of  Otago  and  Southland.  He 
might  say  that  the  Minister  of  Lands,  in  send^ 
ing  Mr.  March  to  inquire  into  the  admims- 
iration  of  these  reserves,  was  exceeding  his 
powers.  He  had  no  power,  according  to  law, 
to  appoint  Mr.  March  to  make  any  such  in- 
quiry; but  the  Boards  whose  administration 
would  be  affected  by  the  inquiry  were  only 
too  glad  to  offer  not  only  Mr.  March  and 
the  Government  the  very  fullest  information, 
but  aJso  the  public ;  and  accordingly  they  had 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  March  their 
office,  their  officers,  and  also  all  their  books 
and  papers — everything,  in  fact,  to  assist  his 
inquiry.  Now,  these  Boards  were  anxious  to 
know  the  contents  of  the  report  of  Mr.  March 
upon  their  administration,  ,and  it  was  with  a 
view  of  getting  such  papers  that  he  had  moved 
his  motion. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  BILLS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved.  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
and  report  as  to  the  list  means  of  circulating 
throughout  the  colony  the  provisions  contained 
in  Oovemment  BUle  to  be  introduced  in  ParUa- 
ment  during  future  sessions,  so  that  distriete 
outside  of  Wellington  may  be  able  to  ascertaui 
their  purport,  and  to  express  an  opinion  upon 
such  Bills  before  they  become  la/uf ;  also,  what 
course  should  be  adopted  to  secure  publicity 
being  given  to  BiUs  purposed  to  be  introduced 
by  private  members  during  future  sesaione :  the 
Committee  to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jenkmson^ 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery,  the  Hon.  Mr.  McOul- 
lough,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart,  and  the  mover. 
He  would  say  that  sinoe  he  gave  notice  of  that 
motion  he  had  heard  it  stated  by  some  honour- 
able members  that  the  result  would  not  be 
satisfaotoiy  if  the  motion  were  carried.  Well, 
he  did  not  think,  at  any  rate,  it  could  do  any 
harm.  His  own  conviction  was  that  the  pro- 
posal would  be  most  satisfactory  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  colony,  and  also  of  the  Government. 
He  might  be  wrong  in  this,  but  all  he  asked 
was  that  a  Committee  might  be  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  and  ascertaining 
whether  there  was  any  feasible  course  by 
which  fuller  information  could  be  given  to 
the  public  as  to  the  legislation  that  was 
to  take  place.  At  the  present  time  there  were 
in  parts  of  the  colony  people  who  knew  nothing 
at  all  about  measures  that  were  being  passed, 
until  they  became  law.  Sooner  or  later  the 
colony  would  rebel  against  such  a  state  of 
things,  and  it  would  be  better,  he  thought,  to 
anticipate  objection  and  make  provision  ac- 
cordingly at  the  present  time.  The  second 
part  of  his  resolution  referred  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  Bills  by  private  members.  He  thought 
it  was  a  most  objectionable  thing  that  they 
should  be  introduced  without  due  publicity 
being  given.  He  believed  there  was  a  vei7 
simple  remedy,  and  his  suggestion  was  that,  if 
they  wanted  to  alter  any  colonial  Act,  hononr- 
able  members  should  forward  copies  of  their 
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Bills  to  the  Government  at  le&st  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks  before  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment, so  as  to  all6w  their  meaaures  to  be 
examined  by  some  one  in  the  Government  de- 
partments. There  was  nothing  novel  in  this 
proposition,  because  at  one  time  they  had  a 
Fadiament  in  Donedin  which,  he  considered, 
was  far  in  advance  of  the  Parliament  of  the 
colony,  and  the  Provincial  Government  man- 
aged to  oironlate  their  Bills  a  month  before 
^e  session  commenced;  and  most  important 
Bills  some  of  them  were  —  such  Bills  as  the 
Fencing  Bill,  the  Ferries  Bill,  the  Education 
Bill — ^npon  which  the  present  Education  Act  of 
the  colony  was  founded — and  Bills  dealing  with 
roads  and  debentures.  They  were  the  first 
people  in  the  colony  who  borrowed  money  by 
means  of  debentures.  He  had  the  honour  of 
raising  the  first  money  advanced  to  the  colony 
In  Britain,  many  years  ago.  Then  there  were 
ibe  Provincial  Oouncil  ordinances  which  de- 
fined districts,  and  allocated  members,  and 
provided  for  electoral  rolls.  These  were  very 
important  Bills.  The  session  to  which  he  al- 
luded commenced  on  the  5th  of  the  month 
and  ended  on  the  17th— just  twelve  days,  in- 
cluding Sunday;  and  honourable  members, 
who  had  had  time  to  study  the  Bills,  came  pre- 
pared to  deal  with  them  at  once ;  and  they  did 
deal  with  them  and  got  through  the  session 
in  a  very  short  time.  A  resolution  had  been 
passed  by  the  Council  thoroughly  indorsing 
the  principle  that  important  measures  should 
be  circulated  before  the  sitting  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Peurliament.  He  did  not  think  that 
oould  be  done  in  every  case,  but  there  were 
many  Bills,  such  as  the  Licensing  Bill  and  the 
Electoral  Bill,  upon  which  the  people  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  judging  before  members 
assembled  m  Parliament,  so  that  they  might 
be  quite  prepared  to  deal  with  them.  He 
trusted  the  Council  would  pass  the  resolution, 
if  only  to  see  whether  it  would  do  any  good. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSEI  did  not  think  the 
Council  was  justified  in  incurring  the  very 
great  expense  that  the  printing  and  circulating 
of  these  measures  would  entail,  euid  his  honour- 
able friend  had  said  that  nine- tenths  of  the 
Bills  might  be  introduced  before  the  House 
met.  He  would  say  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
Bills  were  introduced  during  the  time  Parlia- 
ment was  sitting,  and  were  matured  during 
the  time  Parliament  was  sitting.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  his  honourable  friend,  who  was  one 
of  the  advocates  of  retrenchment,  should  wish 
to  incur  such  liabilities  as  these. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  mistaken.  He  had  never 
said  nine-tenths. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI  would  himself 
say  that  nine- tenths  of  the  Bills  were  intro- 
duced while  the  House  was  sitting.  As  for 
private  Bills  brought  in  by  honourable  mem- 
bers, and  which  his  honourable  friend  had  said 
the  Government  should  be  made  aware  of  be- 
fore they  were  introduced,  they  were  akeady 
made  aware  of  them  through  the  Private  Bilk 
Office  a  month  or  six  weeks  before  they  were 


introduced.     Very  often  they  were  prepared 
before  the  House  met. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYKOLDS  said  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Shrimski  was  entirely  misrepresenting 
what  he  said.  He  had  never  said  anything 
about  private  Bills,  but  referred  to  private 
members'  Bills;  nor  had  he  said  anything 
about  circulating  nine -tenths  of  the  Bills. 
He  said  the  imi)ortant  policy  Bills  or  adminis- 
tration Bills  might  be  circulated  before  the 
House  met;  and  if  any  honourable  members 
would  not  take  the  trouble  to  read  these  Bills, 
if  circulated  a  month  before  Parliament  met, 
then  they  had  no  business  to  occupy  a  seat  in 
Parliament.  If  Bills  were  circulated  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  the  long  delay  in 
the  business  of  Parliament.  They  could  have 
studied  them  previously,  and  would  come  pre- 
pared to  vote  upon  them  during  the  session. 

The  Council  divided. 

Ayes,  22. 


Acland 

Mantell 

Reynolds 

Barnicoat 

MacGregor 

Rigg 

Bolt 

McCullough 

Stewart 

Bonar 

McLean 

Buckley 

Montgomery 

Wahawaha 

Dignan 

Oliver 

Walker,  L. 

Holmes 

Peacock 

Whyte. 

Jenkinson 

Nobs,  9. 

Feldwick 

Jennings 

Pharazyn 
Shrimski 

Grace 

Johnston 

Hart 

Ormond 

Williams. 

Majority  for. 

13. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

EDUCATION  ENDOWMENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  MONT- 
GOMERY, it  was  ordered.  That  the  lands  de- 
scribed in  Paper  No.  56,  laid  upon  the  table  on 
the  dOth  June,  be  permanently  set  aside  as  en- 
dowments for  education. 

ELECTORAL  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  3. — ^Interpretation. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved.  That 
the  words  '*  or  leasehold,"  in  the  54th  line  of 
page  3,  be  struck  out. 

On  the  question,  <*  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  omitted  stand  part  of  the  clause,"  the 
Council  divided. 

Ayes,  27. 


Acland 

Kerr 

Higg 

Bonar 

Mantell 

Shrimski 

Bowen 

McLean 

Stevens 

Feldwick 

Oliver 

Swanson 

Grace 

Ormond 

Wahawaha 

Hart 

Peacock 

Walker,  L. 

Holmes 

Pollen 

Walker,  W.  ( 

Johnston 

Reynolds 

Whitmore 

Kelly 

Richardson 
Nobs,  12. 

WiUiams. 

Barnicoat 

Jenkinson 

Montgomery 

Bolt 

Jennings 

Pharazyn 

Buckley 

MacGregor 

Stewart 

Dignan 

McCullough 

Whyte. 

Majority  for, 

15. 
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WoccU  retained. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  moved, 
That  the  word  **  includes,"  in  the  56th  line,  be 
straok  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Aoland 

Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Buckley 

Dignan 

Hart 

Holmes 


Bonar 

Bowen 

Feldwick 

Grace 

Kelly 

Kerr 


Ayes,  20. 
Jenkinson 
Jennings 
Johnston 
McCullough 
Montgomery 
Oliver 
Ormond 

Noes,  18. 
Mantell 
McLean 
Peacock 
Richardson 
Rigg 
Shrimski 


Pharazyn 

Pollen 

Reynolds 

Stewart 

Whyte 

Willi 


Stevens 
Swanson 
Wahawaha 
Walker,  L. 
Walker,  W.  0. 
Whitmore. 


Paibs. 
For,  AgcMist 

Kenny  Morris 

MacGregor.  Scotland. 

Majority  for,  2. 
Amendment  negatived. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  moved,  That  the 
following  additional  words  be  added  to  **  person 
includes  " :  "  women  who  are  freeholders  or 
leaseholders,  and  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 


Bonar 

Bowen 

Feldwick 

Grace 

Kelly 


Aoland 

Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Buckley 

Dignan 

Hart 

Holmes 

Jenkinson 


Ayes,  14. 
McLean 
Peacock 
Richardson 
Shrimski 
Swanson 

Noes,  24. 
Jennings 
Johnston 
Kerr 

MacGregor 
McCullough 
Montgomery 
Oliver 
Ormond 


Wahawaha 
Walker.  L. 
Walker,  W.  0. 
Whitmore. 


Pharazyn 

Pollen 

Reynolds 

Rigg 

Stevens 

Stewart 

White 

Williams. 


Majority  against,  10. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  moved,  After 
the  definition  of  "  seaman,"  to  insert  the  words, 
** '  Shearer '  meaus  and  includes  every  person 
who,  during  the  season  of  the  year  for  shearing 
sheep  in  any  locality,  is  bond  fide  employed  by 
any  owner  of  sheep  in  any  such  locality." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  definition  of  '  shearer '  be  inserted 
after  the  definition  of  '  seaman.'  " 


Aybs,  14. 

Bowen  Kerr  Wahawaha 

Feldwick  McLean  Walker,  L. 

Grace  Bigg  Walker,  W.  C. 

Holmes  Shrimski  Whitmore. 

Jenkinson  Swanson 


Pollen 

Reynolds 

Richardson 

Stevens 

Stewart 

Whvte 

Williams. 


Noes,  28. 
Aoland  Kelly 

Bamicoat  MacGregor 

Bolt  McCullough 

Buckley  Montgomery 

Dignan  Oliver 

Hart  Ormond 

Jennings  Peacock 

Johnston  Pharazyn 

Majority  against,  9. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved,  That  the  fol- 
lowing new  subsection  be  inserted  in  clause  6, 
after  subsection  (1) : — 

"Every  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  or  upwards,  having  of  his  own  right, 
and  not  as  a  trustee,  a  leasehold  estate  in  pos- 
session, situated  within  any  electoral  district, 
of  the  annual  value  of  three  pounds,  whether 
subjected  to  incumbrances  or  not,  and  of  or 
to  which  he  has  been  seised  or  entitled,  either 
at  law  or  in  equity,  for  at  least  six  months  next 
before  the  registration  of  his  vote,  and  is  not 
registered  in  respect  of  a  freehold,  leasehold, 
or  residential  qualification  in  the  same- or  any 
other  district,  is  entitled,  subject  to  the  provi- 
sion of  this  Act,  to  be  registered  as  an  elector, 
and  to  vote  at  an  election  of  members  for 
such  district  for  the  House  of  Representatives ; 
or". 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  proposed  subsection  be  inserted  in 
the  clause." 

Ayes,  14. 
Bowen  Kerr 

Feldwick  McLean 

Grace  Richardson 

Hart  Shrimski 

Kelly  Swanson 

Noes,  17. 
Adand  Jennings  Pharazyn 

Bamicoat  Johnston  Pollen 

Bolt  McCullough       Stevens 

Buckley  Montgomery      Stewart 

Dignan  Oliver  Williams. 

Jenkinson  Ormond 

Majority  against,  3. 

Motion  negatived. 

Progress  reported. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The   Council  adjourned   at  half-past  nine 
o'clock  p.m. 


Wahawaha 
Walker,  L. 
Walker,  W.  C. 
Whitmore. 
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HOUSE  OF  BEPKESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  80th  August,  1893. 


Fint  Boadings— J.  Lundon—Moanataiari  Tunnel— 
Fire -brigades  — J.  A.  Uoyd— Baby -farming — 
North  Island  Roads— Otahohu  CourthoaB&— Qo- 
▼amment  Residences— Bluff  Native  Hostelry— 
Waikato  Natives— Ldghting  Government  Build- 
ings—Alcoholic Liquors  Bale  Control  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Pharmacy  Bill,  Gisbome  High  School  Bill, 
Mokoreta  Cemetery  Reserve  Bill. 

J.  LUNDON. 

Mr.  liAWBY  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Lundon,  re  the  purchase  of  the  Kaitaia  Block. 

Mr.  MITOHELSON  understood  that  the  peti- 
tion contained  gross  reflections  upon  himself, 
and  he  would  therefore  ask  that  it  be  read. 

The  CiiEBK  read  the  petition,  as  follows : — 

"1.  That,  when  in  Wellington  nearly  two 
years  ago,  the  petitioner,  as  agent  for  the  Na- 
tive owners  of  various  blocks  of  land  north 
of  Auckland,  interviewed  the  Native  Minister 
(Hon.  A.  J.  Cadman),  and  suggested  to  him 
the  advisahility  of  the  purchase  by  the  Native 
Minister,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  of  cer- 
tain blocks  adjacent  to  village  settlements  in 
tiie  district  north  of  Auckleuid. 

"  2.  That,  as  an  outcome  of  that  interview, 
the  Native  Minister  selected  three  blocks,  which 
he  was  prepared  so  to  purchase,  out  of  the 
number  submitted  to  him  by  the  petitioner. 

**  3.  That  the  prices  to  be  paid  therefor  were 
settled  by  the  Native  Minister  and  the  Sur- 
veyor-General. 

"  4.  That  the  said  purchase-money  was  paid 
by  a  duly-appointed  Government  official  direct 
to  the  Native  owners,  without  a  single  excep- 
tion, and  with  the  proper  legal  formalities. 

**  5.  That  one  of  the  conditions  insisted  upon 
by  the  Native  Minister  at  the  said  interview 
was  that  the  petitioner  was  to  act  in  the 
matter  as  agent  for  the  Native  owners,  from 
whom — as  per  arrangement  with  them — he  was 
to  obtain. ms  commission  on  the  sale  and  pur- 


*'  6.  That  the  petitioner  so  arranged  with  the 
Native  owners,  and  had  such  arrangement  re- 
duced to  writing,  in  both  the  Native  and 
En^^h  languages,  in  the  form  of  a  binding 
agreement,  which  was  duly  read  and  fully 
explained  by  a  licensed  interpreter  to  the  said 
owners,  who  thereupon  voluntarily  and  for- 
mally completed  the  agreement. 

**  7.  That  two  of  the  said  blocks  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  third  were  duly  purchased,  as  ar- 
ranged. 

"  8.  That  the  said  Natives  openly  expressed 
their  entire  satisfaction  concerning  the  trans- 
action. 

**  9.  That,  some  months  after  the  completion 
of  the  ]iurchase  of  the  Kaitaia  Block,  a  store- 
keeper at  Hokianga,  named  Johh  Webster — 

VOL.  LXZXL-2B. 


who  has  for  many  years  nourished  towards  the 
petitioner  a  strong  personal  animus,  due  to  a 
written  threat  addressed  to  him  to  have  him 
indicted  for  compounding  a  felony  for  a  mone- 
tary consideration  (he,  Webster,  being  at  the 
time  a  Justice  of  the  Peace) — induced,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  revenged  on  the  petitioner^ 
three  of  the  said  Natives  to  petition  Parlia- 
ment, stating  that  the  petitioner  was  not  their 
agent  for  the  sale  of  the  said  block,  and  that  he 
was  wrongfully  retaining  from  them  a  portion 
of  their  share  of  the  i>urchase-money  without 
their  consent  or  authority. 

"10.  That  Parliament  thereupon  set  up  an 
inquiry,  which,  owing  to  the  absences  and  bitter 
hostility  of  Edwin  Mitchelson,  was  unduly  de- 
layed and  prolonged  for  three  months,  thereby 
causing  the  petitioner  great  and  unnecessary 
expense  and  loss  of  time. 

**  11.  That,  through  the  interested  and 
biassed  action  of  the  Hon.  Edwin  Mitchel- 
son and  a  section  of  the  Opposition  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  Government 
was  forced  to  accept  a  resolution  of  the  House 
authorising  the  Crown  Law  Officers  to  prose- 
cute, with  the  public  funds,  the  petitioner,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  him  a  refund  of 
his  said  commission  on  the  sale  of  the  Kaitaia 
Block." 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that,  as  he  heard  the 
petitioner  attribute  interested  and  biassed 
actions  to  a  member  of  the  House 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— And  to  a  section  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  considered  it  right  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  wording  of 
the  petition,  as  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  con- 
trary to  order.    In  May  it  was  laid  down  that — 

"The  language  of  a  petition  should  be  re- 
spectful and  temperate,  and  free  from  .  .  . 
offensive  imputations  upon  the  character  or 
conduct  of  Parliament." 

And  then  followed  a  number  of  instances 
in  which  petitions  had  been  rejected  on  that 
ground.  In  Bourinot,  page  270,  it  would  be 
found, — 

"  When  a  petition  had  been  presented,  and 
afterwards  found  to  be  out  of  order  on  account 
of  a  reflection  on  the  debates  of  the  House,  or 
on  one  of  its  members,  the  Lords,  on  being  in- 
formed of  the  fact,  have  vacated  the  proceedings 
and  the  member  has  been  given  leave  to  with- 
draw the  petition." 

He  thought  it  his  duty,  on  hearing  these 
words,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  matter.  Owing  to  the  forms  of  the  House, 
no  question  was  put  for  the  reception  of  a 
petition,  but  if,  in  such  a  case  as  the  present 
one,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House  the  petition 
was  not  respectfully  or  properly  worded,  it  was 
for  the  House  to  decide  whether  it  should  be 
admitted  or  not. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  would  move,  That  the 
petition  be  not  received.  It  reflected  on  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  on  a  very  worthy  settler 
in  the  North,  and  especially  on  his  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Eden,  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  House  ought  to  resent  it,  and  not 
admit  of  its  being  laid  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  BUCEXAND  considered  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Speaker  to  say  whether  the  petition 
should  be  received  or  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  in  his  opinion  the 
petition  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  LAWBY  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the 
petition. 

Sir  J.  HALL  thought  that  honourable  mem- 
bers were  bound,  before  presenting  a  petition, 
to  assure  themselves  that  it  did  not  contain  any 
offensive  language,  or  anything  to  slander  or 
libel  honourable  members. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  having  read  the  petition,  and 
seeing  that  it  contained  the  reflections  it  did, 
had  consulted  him  as  to  what  action  he  should 
take  in  the  matter. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

MOANATAIARI  TUNNEL. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If  he  will  place  a  sum  of  money  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  for  the  purpose  of  aiding, 
by  way  of  subsidy  or  otherwise,  the  extension 
of  the  Moanataiari  Tunnel,  on  the  Thames 
Goldflcld?  This  question  involved  a  matter 
of  importance  to  the  Thames  district ;  and  the 
extension  of  this  tunnel,  which  was  really  an 
underground  public  road,  would  open  up  a 
large  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  question  of  prospect- 
ing at  the  Thames,  either  by  sinking  to  lower 
levels  or  by  extending  the  tunnels  which  now 
existed,  was  provided  for  in  the  Bill  before  the 
House,  and  a  great  deal  of  what  would  be 
done  depended  upon  the  fate  of  that  particular 
measure. 

FIRE-BRIGADES. 

Mr.  W.  C.  SMITH  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  place  on  the  supplementary  estimates 
the  amount  of  subsidy  usually  granted  towards 
the  annual  fire-brigades'  competition?  He 
would  point  out  to  the  Government  that  this 
year  the  annual  fire-brigades'  competition  was 
to  be  held  in  Napier,  and  they  had  taken  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  there  to  make  it  a  great 
success,  and  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  give  the  usual  subsidy  towards 
that  competition. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  usual  course  would  be 
followed  with  respect  to  this  matter. 

J.  A.  LLOYD. 
Mr.  BUCKLAND  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  he  will  take  into  consideration  the 
special  case  of  John  Alfred  Lloyd,  of  Onehunga, 
in  the  matter  of  a  claim  for  land  for  military 
services  ?  He  did  not  know  whether  there  were 
very  many  cases  like  this,  but  this  seemed  to 
him  to  be  an  exceptional  one.  He  would  read 
the  following  letter  of  the  Grown  Lands  Com- 
missioner: "Your  claim  has  been  decided, 
and  sent  on  to  Wellington,  but,  as  you  did  not 
submit;  it  until  after  the  time  allowed  by  the 
Act,  I  regret  I  had  not  the  power  .to  recommend 
the  same,  which  otherwise  I  should  have  been 
glad  to  do."  So  it  seemed  that  in  this  case  the 
man  was  entitled  to  consideration. 


Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  would  give  this  matter 
full  consideration,  and  see  what  could  be  done. 

BABY-FARMING. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister 
of  Justice,  Whether  he  proposes  to  introduce 
any  legislation  this  session  to  deal  with  what 
appears  to  be  a  growing  evil  in  the  colony — 
namely,  baby-farming  ?  In  the  annual  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Police  he  found  this 
statement:  "That  this — namely,  baby-farm- 
ing— exists  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  it  ap- 
pears that  children,  either  by  advertisement  or 
otherwise,  are  placed  in  the  most  unsuitable 
homes"— he  presimied  the  Commissioner  meant 
dens,  not  homes— "where  it  is  perfectly  well 
understood  that  the  sooner  the  child  dies  the 
better  pleased  all  concerned  will  be."  That  was 
a  very  disturbing  and,  he  had  good  reason  to 
believe,  a  not  exaggerated  statement,  which 
must  have  already  arrested  the  attention  of 
the  Minister  of  Justice,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the 
members  of  the  Government.  Indeed,  it  must 
have  arrested  general  attention,  and  even  at 
this  far-advanced  stage  of  the  session  he 
thought  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  something 
could  be  done  to  abate,  if  not  eradicate,  a  fla- 
grant cruelty  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  a  Bill  was  being  drafted. 
It  would  bo  considered  by  the  Cabinet,  and  if 
approved  of  it  would  be  introduced.  If  the 
House  would  consent  to  treat  the  matter  sis  one 
of  urgency  it  might  become  law  this  session. 

An  Hon.  Membeb  asked,  were  the  facts  as 
stated  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  believed  thei«  was 
foundation  for  them. 

NORTH  ISLAND  ROADS. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  lay  on  the  table  of  this  House  a 
return  showing  for  each  land  district  in  the 
North  Island  the  amount  of  money  added  to 
the  upset  price  for  roads,  also  the  amount  ox 
money  expended  out  of  that  sum  for  roadwodc 
up  to  31st  July,  1893  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  information 
asked  for  by  the  honourable  member  would  be 
found  in  the  Crown  Lands  Report  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  They  could  give  the  amount 
of  money  added  to  the  upset  price  for  roads, 
but  they  could  not  give  the  expenditure  up  to 
that  date,  because  in  many  cases  the  work  was 
going  on  and  had  not  been  finished. 

OTAHUHU  COURTHOUSE. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  asked  the  Premier,  Whe- 
ther he  has  made  provision  in  the  public- 
works  estimates  for  the  erection  of  a  "Court- 
house, and  new  police  dwelling  and  lock-up, 
at  Otahuhu,  in  fulfilment  of  a  promise  made 
to  that  effect  by  the  Hon.  ^Ir.  Caoman  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  the  public -works 
estimates  were  not  yet  settled,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  hardly  ask  him  if  he  had 
made  provision  for  the  work. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND  only  wished  to  remind  the 
honourable  gentleman  of  the  promise  made  by 
Mr.  Cadman« 
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Mr.  SEDDON  said,  having  been  zeminded, 
he  would  keep  the  matter  steadily  in  view. 

GOVERNMENT  RESIDENCES. 

Mr.  BUGKLAND  asked  the  Government,  In 
view  of  the  present  empty  condition  of  the 
varions  Government  residences,  what  steps,  if 
any,  they  propose  to  take  in  the  matter  ?  It 
seemed  to  him  that  it  was  a  waste  of  money 
to  allow  the  residences  to  remain,  in  their  pre- 
sent condition. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  only  one  of 
the  residences  at  present  empty,  and  that  was 
the  house  in  Tinakori  Road,  and  he  was  afraid, 
at  all  events  so  far  as  the  present  Ministry 
were  concerned,  their  present  salaries  would  not 
allow  of  one  of  them  taking  up  his  residence 
in  that  tenement. 

BLUFF  NATIVE  HOSTELRY. 

Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  Native  Affairs,  What  steps  the  Government 
intend  taking  with  regard  to  the  petition  of 
Teone  Topi  Patuki  relative  to  the  Native  hos- 
telry at  the  Blufi  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  the  report  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  on  this  petition  recom- 
mended that  free  access  to  the  Native  reserve 
and  house  at  the  Bluff  should  be  secured  for 
the  Natives,  as  had  hitherto  been  the  case. 
The  access  which  the  Natives  enjoyed  had  not 
been  interfered  with,  and  was  not  likely  to  be, 
as  the  site  could  be  reached  both  by  sea  and 
by  way  of  the  wharf.  No  further  action  was 
therefore  needed. 

WAIKATO  NATIVES. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  asked  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
Native  Affairs,  If  he  will  take  immediate  steps 
to  relieve  the  great  distress  existing  at  present 
among  the  Lower  Waikato  Natives,  which  has 
been  caused  by  the  recent  heavy  floods  ?  He 
would  read  the  following  letter,  which  had  ap- 
peared in  an  Auckland  newspaper,  and  which 
would  explain  the  object  of  the  question : — 

"On  the  Lower  Waikato  there  are  about  a 
hundred  Natives  (t.^.,  men,  women,  and  child- 
ren) who  are  at  present  absolutely  without 
food,  except  what  they  obtain  from  the  tops  of 
the  cabbage- trees,  supplemented  by  worms  and 
a  few  eels.  Occasionally  they  get  a  bag  of 
flour  on  credit  from  the  storekeeper.  Last 
Christmas  they  lost  the  whole  of  their  food- 
supplies  by  the  flood  then  prevailing.  They 
have  recently  been  cutting  flax,  but  the.  flood 
has  now  destroyed  their  houses  and  submerged 
their  lands.  They  have  neither  pigs,  potatoes, 
money,  nor  the  opportunity  of  earning  a  shil- 
ling, the  flax-mill  being  under  water." 

He  would  like  to  ask  the  Government  if  they 
intended  to  take  immediate  steps  to  give  these 
people  relief.  The  circumstances  were  very 
exceptional,  and  it  was  necessary,  if  anything 
was  to  be  done,  that  it  should  be  done  at 
once. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  steps  in  this  direction 
had  been  taken.  Instructions  had  been  issued 
to  employ  Natives  who  were  able  to  work  on 
roads,  and  the  Government  Agent,  Mr.  Wilkin- 


son, had  been  authorised  to  relieve  any  urgent 
oases  of  distress.  Everything  had  been  done 
by  the  Government  to  give  relief  since  receiving 
information  in  regard  to  those  people. 

LIGHTING  GOVERNMENT  BUILDINGS. 
On  the  motion  of  Captain  RUSSELL,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  cost,  month  by  month, 
during  the  last  financial  year,  of  lighting  with 
gas  and  electricity  the  Government  Build- 
ings, the  General  Assembly  Buildings,  Govern- 
ment House,  the  Government  Printing  Office, 
and  the  judicial  and  police  buildings  on 
Lambton  Quay ;  such  return  to  show  the  cost, 
month  by  month,  in  the  case  of  each  building 
separately :  also,  an  estimate  of  the  capital  cost 
of  providing  a  suitable  plant  for  and  annual 
cost  of  lighting  those  buildings  entirely  by  elec- 
tricity from  one  central  station,  so  as  to  enable 
the  House  to  judge  of  the  saving  or  otherwise 
that  would  be  effected  by  lighting  all  these 
buildings  by  electric  light. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS  SALE  CONTROL 
BILL. 

ADJOUBNED    DEBATE. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
know  what  the  feeling  of  the  House  is  with 
regard  to  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill. .  For 
my  own  part,  I  should  not  like  the  Bill  to  go 
to  its  third  reading  without  giving  my  view 
upon  the  Bill,  and,  to  some  extent,  upon  the 
question  generally.  The  question  is  one  of 
very  large  importance,  and  I  think  that  this 
measure  has  been  hurried  through  the  House 
in  a  way  that  has  not  contributed  to  obtain 
for  the  subject  the  best  consideration.  Any 
way,  I  do  not  think  any  apology  is  necessary 
on  my  part  for  taking  up  the  time  of  the 
House  for  a  brief  space  in  stating  what  I 
think.  I  think  the  country  generally  will 
look  to  honourable  members  to  declare  their 
opinions,  and  to  utter  no  uncertain  sound  upon 
this  question.  Sir,  if  voting  for  this  Bill 
meant  promoting  temperance  on  the  one 
hand  as  agsunst  drunkenness  on  the  other, 
I  should  have  no  hesitation,  however  I  might 
dissent  from  the  details,  in  voting  for  the  prin- 
ciple, and  accepting  the  details  as  they  might 
be  passed  by  this  House.  But  that  is  not  the 
view  I  take  of  this  Bill.  The  Bill  is  to  me  a  new 
departure,  and  I  think  that  departure  is  upon 
a  wrong  road.  I  think  that  it  is  a  crude  and 
imperfect  measure,  professing  to  deal  once  and 
for  all  with  a  great  question,  and  professing,  in 
the  words  of  the  Premier,  to  satisfy  all  parties. 
As  is  the  case  with  compromises  generally, 
this  compromise  will  not  satisfy  any  party. 
It  does  not  satisfy  the  views  I  hold,  and  I 
believe  it  will  not  satisfy  the  views  which  the 
prohibitionists,  or  even  the  temperance  men 
generally,  hold.  The  two  parties  are  those  who 
want  to  stop  drunkenness  on  the  one  hand, 
and  on  the  other  hand  those  who  want  to  stop 
drinking,  and  who  have  in  view  the  ultimate 
prohibition  of  the  sale  and  consumption  of 
alcoholic  liquors.  With  every  desire  to  give 
support  to  any  scheme  that  has  for  its  object 
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the  promotion  of  temperance,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclnsion  that  I  cannot  properly  support 
a  Bill  which  has  heen  hastily  put  together, 
which  has  been  rushed  through  this  House, 
and  which,  I  think,  is  not  likely  to  effect  the 
object  that  I  have  no  doubt  both  sides  of  the 
House  have  in  view  in  discussing  this  measure. 
Sir,  this  Bill  and  that  giving  the  franchise 
to  women  are  two  Bills  which  run  together 
very  much,  and  I  think  that  this  session  they 
have  not  been  dealt  with  with  that  earnest- 
ness and  sincerity  that  they  should  have  met 
vnth.  Certainly,  speaking  of  the  former  Bill, 
I  think  the  proposal  for  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  women  has  not  been  fairly  treated  by 
Parliament.  I  do  not  wish  to  allude  further 
to  that  phase  of  the  question ;  but  I  am  one 
of  those  who  think  that  that  question  has  not 
had  fair  treatment  at  the  hands  of  Parlia- 
ment during  the  past  three  years.  When  you 
propose  to  take  the  electoral  roll,  as  you  do 
under  this  Bill,  and  to  put  women  upon  it 
under  the  other  Bill  to  which  I  have  alluded 
as  the  basis  for  decisions  upon  the  liquor 
question,  I  shudder  to  think  of  the  possible 
and  probable  consequences  of  such  a  step.  I 
will  not  be  a  party,  so  far  as  my  vote  in  the 
House  goes,  to  bringing  women  into  contact 
with  the  contaminating  and  lowering  influences 
which  will  be  brought  into  play  by  the  united 
action  of  these  two  Bills.  I  have  some  hope, 
though  I  confess  it  is  but  a  faint  one — I  have 
some  hope  that  woman's  franchise  will  not 
turn  out  as  I  anticipate.  It  is  possible  that  you 
may  introduce  women  into  the  representative 
system  without  the  evils  which  some — myself 
among  them — anticipate,  especially  if  it  be 
not  guarded  with  the  safeguard  which  I  think 
should  be  attached  to  it,  in  the  case  of  men  and 
women  alike,  of  the  issue  of  electoral  rights; 
but  it  is  not  probable — it  is  not,  I  think, 
possible — to  introduce  women  into  this  new 
system  of  direct  voting  on  matters  of  adminis- 
tration in  connection  with  the  liquor  trade 
without  making  confusion  worse  confounded 
— without  making  it  worse  than  anything 
that  has  yet  taken  .place  in  the  history  of 
popular  government.  Sir,  I  cannot  be  a  party 
to  it.  All  admit — both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
both  parties,  admit — that  this  question  of  the 
liquor  trade  has  to  be  dealt  with.  All  admit 
that  the  evils  of  drunkenness  have  to  be  coped 
with.  All  admit  that  the  temptation  is  now 
too  great  to  those  who  unfortunately  are  unable 
to  resist  it ;  biit  to  proceed  on  wrong  principles 
in  dealing  with  this  great  problem  is,  as  I 
believe,  to  prejudice  the  cause  of  temperance 
for  a  long  time  to  come.  The  solution  of  this 
great  problem  will  not  be  found  by  rushing  into 
"the  falsehood  of  extremes."  The  present 
law  has  not,  as  I  think,  had  a  fair  opportunity 
— it  has  not  had  fair-play.  It  has  been  the 
victim,  as  I  believe,  of  various  adverse  circum- 
stances and  adverse  influences.  It  has  been 
the  victim  partly  of  apathy  on  the  part  of  the 
public.  It  has  been  the  victim,  I  venture  to 
think,  to  some  extent,  of  apathy  on  the  part 
of  the  temperance  party,  and  to  some  extent 
of  the  Prohibitionist  party — though  I  do  not 
Mr.  BolUston 


accuse  them  altogether  of  apathy.  It  has  in- 
deed been  the  victim  of  too  much  zeal  on  their 
part,  I  think,  and  of  too  little  judgment. 
It  has  been  the  victim  in  this  House  also  of 
adverse  influences,  and,  I  think,  of  hasty  and 
ill-considered  legislation.  The  principle  on 
which  the  Act  of  1882  went  was  this :  that  the 
people  were  to  be  kept  in  close  touch  with  the 
decision  of  this  question  of  the  liquor  traffic; 
and  in  an  ill-advised  moment,  as  I  think,  this 
Parliament  did  this :  It  took  away  the  annual 
elections  of  Licensing  Boards  and  instituted 
triennial  elections.  I  think  that  was  not  trust- 
ing the  people.  I  think',  had  you  kept  the  people 
— the  common-sense  of  the  mass  of  the  people 
— in  touch  with  this  question,  what  occurred  at 
Sydenham  would  have  been  modified  by  the 
consideration  that  the  elections  were  close  at 
hand,  and  the  people  would  thus  practically 
have  prevented  extreme  measures  from  being 
taken.  There  is  also,  as  I  think,  another  thing 
that  impaired  the  operation  of  that  Act.  I 
think  it  was  the  determination  on  the  part 
of  the  prohibitionist  party,  here  and  in  Eng- 
land alike,  to  exercise  their  opinions  cheaply. 
Cheap  virtue.  Sir,  was  the  bane  of  the  working 
of  that  Act — a  determination  on  the  part  of 
the  people  to  carry  out  a  great  reform  at  the 
expense  of  justice,  and  at  the  expense  of  other 
people.  I  think  that  has  been  the  fatal 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  prohibition  parly. 
Our  great  hope,  according  to  my  view,  lies  in 
gradually  working  out  a  great  social  reform: 
it  lies  in  evolution,  not  violence.  You  cannot 
hope  to  legislate  satisfactorily  except  concur- 
rently with  the  education  of  the  population, 
and  with  the  progress  of  popular  sympathy  with 
the  movement  which  you  seek  to  put  upon 
the  statute-book.  To  seek  for  a  solution  of 
this  problem  in  the  abandonment  of  great  prin- 
ciples—of principles  which  lie  at  the  root  of 
representative  government — is  to  throw  back 
all  probability  of  dealing  with  the  question 
successfully.  This  Bill,  if  passed  now,  will,  to 
my  mind,  prejudice  the  chance  next  year,  and 
after  the  appeal  to  the  people,  of  legislation 
passing  which  might  deal  more  comprehen- 
sively, and,  as  I  think,  on  a  better  basis,  with 
this  great  question.  The  principle  of  applying 
the  counting  of  heads  of  a  bare  majority  to 
the  determination  of  a  question  involving  ad- 
ministrative functions,  or  calling  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  judicial  faculty,  is  ;roing  backwards 
instead  of  forwards.  This  principle,  to  my 
mind,  leads  to  the  tyrannical  overriding  of  the 
rights  of  the  minority,  and  is  destructive  of 
freedom.  I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  go 
back  from  the  principles  which  were  embodied 
by  one  of  England's  greatest  Liberals  in  m 
speech  upon  the  permissive  Bill.  I  allude  to 
Mr.  Bright.    He  says, — 

"  What  is  meant  by  the  representative  sys- 
tem is  not  that  you  should  have  the  vote'ef 
thousands  of  persons  taken  upon  a  particulaf 
question  of  legislation,  but  that  you  should 
have  men  selected  from  those  thousands  having 
the  confidence  of  the  majority  of  the  thousands, 
and  that  they  should  meet  and  should  discuss 
questions  of   legislation,    and    should    decide 
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what  measures  should  be  enacted ;  and  there- 
fore in  this  particular  question  I  should  object 
altogether  to  disposing  of  the  interest  of  a  great 
many  men,  and  of  a  great  many  families,  and 
of  a  great  amount  of  property — I  should  object 
altogether  to  allow  such  a  matter  to  be  decided 
by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  ratepayers  of 
any  parish  or  town.  By  this  Bill  they  would 
have  the  power  to  shut  up  at  once,  or  rather  at 
the  end  of  the  current  year,  as  far  as  the  sale 
of  these  articles  is  concerned,  every  hotel,  inn, 
publichouse,  and  beer-shop  throughout  the 
country.  I  say  throughout  the  country,  but 
of  course  I  allude  to  such  subdivisions  of  the 
country  as  the  Bill  may  indicate.  There  would, 
of  course,  be  a  difference,  for  some  parishes 
would  shut  them  up,  and  some  would  not ;  but 
that  is  not  very  much  an  argument  against  the 
Bill." 

And  that  same  principle  was  laid  down  the 
other  day  in  words  which  I  shall  venture  to  ask 
the  House  to  listen  to,  because  they  express 
my  meaning  much  better  than  I  could  myself 
express  it.    The  words  are  these ; — 

"  When  there  is  a  nice  and  delicate  mechanical 
work  to  be  done  we  do  not  use  sledge-hammers, 
nor  apply  the  power  of  a  steam-engine  direct 
to  the  finer  mechanism  which  we  use  to  achieve 
the  desired  result.  The  voice  of  the  people  is 
the  mighty  engine  which  animates  society  and 
supplies  the  motive-power  of  all  good  govern- 
ment, but  the  attempt  to  apply  this  power 
directly  to  the  details  of  administrative  govern- 
ment is  a  reversion  to  primitive  practice  of  a 
most  dangerous  and  pernicious  type.  His- 
tory abounds  with  the  evils  of  such  a  form 
of  government.  The  direct  action  of  an  un- 
reasoning public  opinion  on  details  of  adminis- 
tration cannot  fail  to  prove  unjust,  tyrannical, 
and  revolutionary.  Even  where  the  people  en 
masse  are  actuated  by  sound  general  principles, 
they  have  not,  euid  cannot  possess,  such  a 
knowledge  of  the  details  or  facts  as  would 
be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  apply  those 
principles  equitably  and  reasonably  to  par- 
ticular cases." 

That  quotation  is  from  the  Evening  Post  of 
this  city,  in  a  leading  article  written  with  re- 
markable force  and  remarkable  vigour,  and  I 
think  it  is  well  worth  the  consideration  of  this 
House.  In  this  particular  case  my  belief  is 
that  the  proposal  of  direct  veto — the  proposals 
of  the  extreme  prohibitionists,  would  fail,  not 
only  because  they  are  based  on  a  wrong  prin- 
ciple, as  I  have  endeavoured  to  show,  and 
because  they  are  at  variance  with  constitu- 
tionaJ  practice,  but  because,  as  I  think,  the 
proposal  aims  at  a  result  which  experience 
has  shown  to  be  practically  impossible  of  at- 
tainment.  Absolute  prohibition,  I  think,  is 
shown,  by  experience  in  other  countries,  to 
be  a  failure.  That  is  the  result  of  all  that  I 
have  read  about  the  matter.  It  has  led  to 
habits  of  drinking  in  bulk — not  retail  drink- 
ing, but  drinking  in  cellars  euid  out-of-the- 
way  places ;  and  it  has  led  to  sly  grog-selling, 
which  will  lead,  as  I  think,  to  what  is  a  degra- 
dation to  the  population — namely,  the  constant 
fivasion  of  the  law.    I  myself  am  prepared  to 


advance  on  the  present  law.  As  I  have  said, 
I  think  legislation  of  this  kind  is  rather  a 
matter  of  evolution  than  one  of  sudden  or 
violent  change.  I  am  prepared  to  advance, 
though  not  in  the  direction  of  the  direct  veto. 
I  believe  you  will  be  doing  wrong  if  you  at- 
tempt to  supersede  your  whole  system  of  par- 
liamentary government  by  adopting  proposals 
such  as  those  which  are  involved  in  this  direct 
system  of  voting  which  is  proposed  by  the  pro- 
hibitionists. It  hands  over  to  minorities  the 
freedom  of  majorities.  Take  this  particular 
proposal  that  we  have  in  this  Bill.  You  have 
in  your  electoral  district,  say,  some  ten  thousand 
people — I  take  these  round  numbers  for  the 
sake  of  convenience — ^you  have  upon  your  elec- 
toral roll,  without  women,  some  two  thousand 
names,  and  if  you  take  three-fifths  of  one-half 
of  the  people  upon  the  roll  you  will  have  this 
result :  that  some  six  hundred  persons  will  de- 
termine the  liberties,  and  curtail  the  liberties, 
of  some  ten  thousand  people.  That  principle, 
to  my  mind,  is  repugnant  to  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangaiiua  would  call  demo- 
cratic principles.  That  is  not  dealing  with 
government  by  majorities;  it  is  dealing  with 
it  in  a  manner  which  enables  a  minority  of 
the  people  to  override  the  majority.  The  ques- 
tion, to  my  mind,  will  not  be  settled  by  doing 
violence  to  the  sense  of  justice  which  animates 
a  free  people.  It  will  not  be  settled  by  taking 
away  the  means  of  livelihood  from  a  class  of 
men  who  are  carrying  on  what  must  be  ad- 
mitted to  be,  even  by  extreme  people,  a  legiti- 
mate trade — a  trade  in  which,  I  venture  to 
think,  only  the  co-operation  and  help  of  the 
Legislature  is  needed  to  enable  those  who 
follow  it  to  carry  it  on  in  a  respectable  manner. 
Strictly  and,  as  I  believe,  legally  there  is  no 
compensation  to  be  given  under  the  existing 
law  if  fairly  carried  out  as  a  measure  of  regu- 
lation. The  pity  is  that  one  section  of  the 
community  should  have  endeavoured  to  over- 
ride what  is  the  principle  of  existing  legisla- 
tion, and  to  go  beyond  regulation,  and  make 
that  which  was  intended  for  a  regulation  a 
means  of  imperative  prohibition  in  a  very  in-^ 
judicious  manner.  If  for  temperance  principles 
you  substitute  prohibition — if  you  alter  your 
tribunal,  and  substitute  a  count  of  heads  for 
a  judicial  body  determining  upon  the  merits 
of  the  questions  submitted  to  them — you  have 
no  right  to  do  so,  according  to  my  view,  with- 
out a  fair  and  reasonable  consideration  of  the 
interests  involved.  To  support  confiscatory 
proposals  by  the  abuse  of  publicans,  as  though 
they  were  outlaws  and  enemies  of  society,  is 
going  the  wrong  way  to  attain  the  proper  end. 
Intemperance,  according  to  my  view,  will  not 
be  cured  by  intolerance.  Great  social  reforms 
will  not  be  worked  out  by  injustice.  This  is 
what  is  said  by  one  who  will  be  admitted  to  be 
a  great  Liberal — Mr.  Gladstone.    He  says, — 

'*  If  you  bring  upon  a  publican  a  set  of  new 
conditions  which  he  could  never  have  antici- 
pated, then  you  are  bound  to  consider  some 
modification  of  the  effects  of  a  sharp  and 
sudden  rule  which  totally  alters  the  practice 
of  a  district." 
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I  have  heard  it  stated  recently,  daring  the 

Skst  two  days,  that  the  publicans  look  on  this 
ill  With  favour,  and  that  they  do  so  because 
they  believe  it  to  be  inoperative  from  the  pro- 
hibitionists' point  of  view — that,  in  fact,  it  is,  to 
far  as  a  working  Bill  is  concerned,  practically  a 
publicans*  Bill.  That  is  what  is  said.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  it  will  not  be  so— that  it  will 
not  be  inoperative,  if  the  women  are  on  the  roll. 
This  Bill,  as  I  have  said,  runs  very  much 
with  the  other  Bill ;  and  the  question  whether 
this  principle — a  principle  which,  as  I  have 
said,  I  do  not  agree  with — will  work  out  to 
reduce  the  publichouses  depends,  I  think,  very 
largely  upon  that  one  point,  whether  you 
get  women  on  the  roll.  I  believe  that  it  will 
reduce  publichouses.  The  provision  which  adds 
the  votes  given  for  prohibition  to  those  given 
for  a  reduction  will,  I  think,  do  this.  Anyhow, 
I  maintain  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  vote 
for  a  Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  will  be  inopera* 
tive.  I  believe,  myself,  that  the  number  of 
publichouses  will  be  reduced.  That  is  one  of 
the  first  things  that  ought  to  be  done,  and  I 
think  they  can  be  fairly  reduced,  if  we  go  to 
work  in  the  proper  way,  under  the  existing  law. 
But  I  am  prepared  to  go  further  than  that. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  question  is  in  a  satis- 
factory position  under  the  existing  law,  though 
I  think  that  if  that  law  were  properly  worked 
preat  results  might  be  attained  even  under 
it.  I  am  prepared  to  go  further,  through  the 
agency  of  Parliament,  as  representative  of  the 
people — because  I  believe  that  Parliament  is 
the  proper  body  representative  of  the  voice  of 
the  people — and  I  am  prepared  to  do  this :  I 
should  support  legislation  which  proposed  ik) 
limit  by  Parliament  the  number  of  houses  in 
proportion  to  the  population,  and  to  devise, 
concurrently  with  that,  fair  means  of  dealing 
with  the  reductions  rendered  necessary — that 
is,  without  ignoring  existing  interests  where 
those  interests  were  unfairly  prejudiced.  I  be- 
lieve, also,  we  ought  to  enforce  the  provisiolis 
we  have  on  the  statute-book  for  the  preven- 
tion of  adulteration.  I  think  we  have  entirely 
neglected  that  during  the  past  years,  and  in 
neglecting  that  we  have  really  been  doing  a 
very  great  wrong.  I  am  in  favour  of  stricter 
regulations  with  regard  to  early  closing.  I 
would  have  provisions  for  discouraging  bar 
drinking,  and  for  putting  a  premium  upon 
houses  paying  more  attention  to  comfort  and 
rational  social  life.  And  we  want  stricter 
police  supervision  —  much  stricter.  I  refer 
honourable  members  to  the  report  before  us 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Police.  He  states 
distinctly  that  there  are  required,  in  respect  to 
the  action  of  the  police,  greater  facilities  for 
obtaining  convictions,  and  for  insisting  upon 
the  proper  conduct  of  publichouses  than  now 
afforded.  I  will  go  further  than  this:  I  say 
that  the  present  law  will  never  be  satisfactorily 
administered  in  respect  to  publichouses  while 
the  police  are  the  only  people  to  supervise  and 
inspect  them.  I  think  we  want  a  system  of 
inspection  by  others  than  the  police.  We  want 
inspection  which  is  not  connected  with  the 
detection  of  crime.  It  is  one  of  the  points  in 
Mr,  BoOesUm 


connection  with  the  police  that  the  public- 
houses  at  present  are  used  by  them  to  obtain 
evidence  to  secure  convictions,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  them  to  exercise  the  supervision 
they  ought  to  maintain.  I  think,  also,  that, 
as  compared  with  the  existing  law,  we  ought 
to  have  larger  districts.  This  Bill  proposes 
larger  districts,  but  they  are  grotesquely  large. 
This  provision,  as  well  as  several  other  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  will  practically  have  the 
effect  of  making  it  inoperative.  It  will  be 
absolutely  impossible  to  take  such  a  district  aa 
the  District  of  Ellesmere  will  be,  and  to  hope 
that  the  Act  will  work  well  in  such  a  district  as 
that.  Sir,  what  possibility  will  there  be  for 
carrying  out  the  Act  in  oases  where  we  may 
have  prohibition  in  force  in  one  parish  or  dis* 
trict,  and  immediately  over  the  borders  prohibi- 
tion not  in  force?  I  say  that  the  absolute 
impossibility  of  carrying  it  out  carries  on  the 
face  of  it  the  condemnation  of  any  law  that  we 
may  try  to  put  on  the  statute-book.  I  hope 
we  shall  go  in  the  direction  of  avoiding  ex- 
tremes. It  will  not  be,  I  believe,  by  a  policy 
of  prohibition  that  we  shall  strike  at  the  root 
of  this  evil  of  drunkenness.  It  will  not  be  by 
preventing  the  healthy  exercise  of  the  moral 
faculties,  it  will  not  be  by  weakening  the 
moral  sinews,  that  we  shall  create  a  manly  and 
virtuous  population.  We  must  strengthen,  by 
exercise,  '*  the  wrestling  thews  that  throw  the 
world."  It  will  not  be  by  entirely  removing 
temptation  from  their  path,  and  guarding  men 
as  though  they  were  in  prison,  that  we  shall 
promote  the  growth  of  those  faculties  the 
larger  possession  of  which  makes  one  man 
better  than  another.  It  is,  as  I  believe,  by 
throwing  down  social  barriers,  by  lessening 
social  estrangements,  by  elevating  the  tastes 
of  the  people,  and  by  cultivating  the  pur- 
suit of  pleasure  and  recreation  amongst  the 
masses — it  is,  in  short,  by  united  effort  for 
the  amelioration  of  the  social  position,  the 
material  welfare,  of  all  classes  of  society  that 
we  shall  strike  at  the  root  of  this  evil.  I  shaU 
record  my  vote  against  this  Bill,  because  it  is 
based  on  a  wrong  principle,  because  I  think  it 
is  crude  and  imperfect,  and  because  it  will 
prejudice  a  proper  dealing  with  this  question, 
which  should  be  dealt  with  on  different  linee 
after  a  general  election.  I  could  not  lend  my- 
self  to  putting  on  the  statute-book  a  BiU  which 
will  simply  satisfy  nobody,  and  which  will  nob^ 
touch  beneficially  the  great  question  that  it 
professes  to  deal  with. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  think  the  honourable 
member  who  has  just  sat  down  ought  to  have 
moved,  holding  the  opinions  he  has  expressed, 
that  this  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  this  day  six 
months.  I  shall,  at  any  rate,  move  that  motion, 
and,  before  I  deal  with  the  Bill,  or  some  of  its 
provisions,  I  shall  say  one  or  two  words  about 
the  quotations  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  just  made.  He  made  quotations  from 
speeches  by  the  late  John  Bright  and  by  Mr. 
Gladstone.  Any  one  who  knows  the  position 
John  Bright  took  up  in  regard  to  Liberalism 
is  not  surprised  at  his  being  antagonistic  to 
the  permissive  principle.    John  Bright  was  a 
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Liberal  of  the  individualist  type.  He  opposed 
all  factory  legislation.  To  the  kind  of  legisla- 
tion we  nave  had  in  New  Zealand  for  some 
years  past  he  was  a  decided  enemy.  He  was 
one  of  the  old  school  of  Radicals.  He  believed 
in  allowing  the  State  practically  to  do  nothing 
which  could  he  avoided,  and  m  allowing  the 
individual  to  do  everything;  and,  consequently, 
he  was  against  all  such  regulations  as  we  pro- 
pose. The  proper  position  for  those  who  take 
that  view  is  that  there  should  be  free -trade 
in  liquor,  and  I  submit  that  there  is  no  stand- 
ing-ground between  absolute  free -trade  and 
absolute  local  control.  As  for  Mr.  Gladstone, 
it  is  true  that  he  was  at  one  time  opposed  to 
the  permissive  Bill  unless  compensation  were 
given,  but  the  advance  of  Liberalism  in  Eng- 
land has  been  such  since  those  days  that  Mr. 
Gladstone  has  advanced  along  with  it.  At  one 
time,  also,  he  was  in  favour  of  the  union  of 
Church  and  State,  and  yet  it  was  he  who,  at  a 
later  stage,  disestablished  the  Church  in  Ire- 
land; and.  so,  if  one  refers  to  Mr.  Gladstone's 
speeches,  made  at  different  periods,  it  will  be 
found  that  at  one  time  he  made  as  strong 
speeches  against  Home  Rule  as  he  has  more 
recently  made  in  advocacy  of  it.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone hsbs  always  been  one  who  would  not 
venture  to  proceed  far  in  advance  of  public 
opinion,  but  be  has  been  ever  ready  to  change 
hiB  views  so  as  to  keep  abreast  of  that  public 
opinion.  It  is  his  Government  that  introduced 
the  Direct  Veto  Bill— the  Local  Control  Bill— 
and  in  this  connection  I  need  only  quote  what 
he  said  so  far  back  as  1880.  I  quote  from  an 
extract  in  an  article  by  Archdeacon  Farrar  in 
a  recent  magazine ;  and  no  doubt  it  was  from 
a  correct  knowledge  of  the  subject  that  Mr. 
Gladstone  thus  spoke  of  the  drink  curse : — 

"It  has  been  said  that  greater  calamities 
— greater  because  more  continuous — have  been 
inflicted  on  mankind  by  intemperance  than 
by  the  three  great  historic  scourges  of  war, 
famine,  and  pestilence  combined.  That  is 
true,  and  it  is  the  measure  of  our  discredit 
and  disgrace." 

And  it  is  because  it  has  been  found  that  there 
is  really  no  mode  of  dealing  with  this  question 
except  that  of  giving  the  people  the  local  con- 
trol that  the  Gladstone  Government  has  been 
forced  to  propose  such  a  measure  as  is  now 
before  the  House  of  Commons.  Let  us  see,  fur- 
ther, what  is  meant  by  this  argument  that  you 
are  not  to  give  local  control.  I  shall  leave  out 
>of  consideration  the  question  of  prohibition  at 
present,  for  I  will  come  to  that  later  on. '  We 
are  told  that,  if  you  are  to  give  local  control, 
you  will  destroy  the  means  of  livelihood  of 
some  people — that  you  may  not  consider  the 
thing  in  a  judicial  spirit.  Now,  what  is  meant 
by  that  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  who  hsbs 
just  spoken  says  it  is  wrong  to  deprive  people 
of  the  means  of  livelihood  in  selling  liquor. 
Why,  then,  should  bar-drinking  be  discouraged  ? 
There  may  be  men  attending  these  bsurs  whose 
only  means  of  livelihood  is  by  selling  in  a  bar. 
Why,  then,  discourage  their  means  of  earning 
a  livelihood  ?  Why  draw  the  line  there  at  all  7 
There  may  be  men  earning  a  living,  and  whose 


only  means  of  doing  so  is  by  selling  after 
hours.  Why  should  they  be  deprived  of  the 
right  of  earning  a  living  ?  Logically  put,  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  is  that  all 
regulation  is  vnrong,  because,  if  the  State  has 
the  right  to  regulate  the  traffic,  where  are  you 
to  draw  the  line  as  to  what  regulation  means  ? 
You  cannot  draw  it  merely  at  regulating  bar 
drinking,  at  adulteration,  or  at  limiting  the 
hours  of  sale.  You  must  give  local  control.  . 
And  now  I  come  to  what  the  temperance  people 
ask.  They  do  not  ask  this  Parliament  for  pro- 
hibition. They  ask  that  this  question  should 
be  sent  to  the  people,  and,  if  the  people  say 
that  licenses  shall  continue,  they  are  willing 
that  they  should  continue ;  but  it  must  be  the 
voice  of  the  majority.  There  are  districts  in 
which  this  question  has  been  put,  and  they  obey 
the  law.  But  what  is  the  other  question  that 
they  ask  ?  They  also  ask  that  there  shall  be 
put  to  the  people  the  question  of  No  license. 
Why  should  not  the  people  have  the  control  ? 
It  is  a  pure  question  of  administration.  If  the 
State  has  the  right  to  license  at  all,  it  has  also 
the  right  to  refuse  to  license.  If  it  has  the 
right  to  refuse  licenses,  the  next  question  is. 
Who  constitute  the  State  ?  Is  it  the  people 
of  the  district,  or  is  it  this  Parliament  ?  You 
cannot  have  this  treated  as  a  judicial  question ; 
and  to  treat  the  Licensing  Committees  as 
judges,  when  as  a  fact  they  are  pure  adminis- 
trators, is  entirely  wrong  in  this  Bill.  They 
are,  I  say,  pure  administrators.  What  was  the 
Warden,  in  the  early  days  of  the  colony,  when 
he  granted  or  refused  licenses  to  dig  or  mine 
for  gold  ?  He  was  treated,  and  he  acted,  as  a 
pure  administrator,  as  a  pure  executive  officer ; 
and  that  was  decided  by  our  Supreme  Court. 
He  had  the  right  to  say,  **I  will  grant  the 
license,"  or  *'  I  will  refuse  the  license,"  and  his 
decision  could  not  be  reviewed  by  the  superior 
Court,  because  he  was  not  a  judicial  officer. 
What  we  submit  is  that,  so  far  as  this  licens- 
ing question  is  concerned,  it  is  not  a  judicial 
auestion,  but  a  question  of  local  control,  and 
berefore  it  is  unfair  to  say  that  those  who 
are  prohibitionists,  or  temperance  people,  are 
asking  for  prohibition.  They  are  not  asking 
for  prohibition.  They  are  simply  asking  for 
local  control — they  merely  ask  Parliament  to 
give  the  people  the  right  of  controlling  the 
liquor  traffic.  And,  I  ask,  is  that  not  Liberal- 
ism? What  is  the  meaning  of  Liberalism 
if  it  is  not  that  the  majority  of  the  people 
should  govern  or  rule?  What  is  the  other 
alternative?  It  is  that  the  minority  shall 
rule,  and  not  the  majority.  Let  us  see  what 
is  the  meaning  of  that.  If  you  attempt  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  licensing,  you  must  ad- 
mit that  somebody  must  license.  Who  shall 
license  ?  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  Bill  ? 
I  say  that  this  Bill  means  that  the  minority 
shall  license  and  control  the  traffic.  We  will 
suppose  that  in  a  certain  district  there  are  a 
thousand  votes,  and  that  401  out  of  that  thou- 
sand have  voted  that  the  licenses  shall  con- 
tinue practically  as  they  are  at  present.  What 
will  happen?  That  401 's  decision  will  go 
against  the  votes  of  the  599,  and  that  minority 
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will  have  the  right  to  say  to  the  district,  "  You 
are  to  have  the  pablichoases  continaing  here." 
The  401  are  to  have  the  control,  not  the  599. 
What,  then,  is  the  point  ?  The  point  is  really 
this :  Are  you  going  to  allow  your  liquor  busi- 
ness to  be  controlled  in  that  way  or  not  ?  This 
Bill  allows  the  minority  to  have  the  control, 
and  not  the  majority.  And  I  submit,  there- 
fore, that  it  strikes  at  the  root  of  popular  go- 
vernment. It  is  said,  however,  that  it  will  be 
*  unjust  to  allow  the  majority  to  rule.  Well, 
there  can  be  only  one  section  of  a  people  ruling 
— either  the  minority  or  the  majority.  If  it  is 
unjust  to  allow  the  majority  to  rule,  is  it  just 
to  allow  the  minority  to  rule?  But  it  is  said 
that  this  is  admitting  the  right  of  the  State 
to  interfere  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 
What  is  the  object  of  licensing?  When  you 
proceed  to  draw  up  a  Licensing  Bill  you  start 
with,  *'  Whereas  it  is  desirable  to  limit  indivi- 
dual liberty."  You  have  to  start  with  that, — 
that  is,  practically,  what  every  Licensing  Bill 
means.  You  are  driven  into  this  position  : 
that  it  is  wise  for  Parliament  to  declare  that 
the  minority  shall  rule,  because  that  is  practi- 
cally what  the  Bill  does.  If  you  say  that  the 
minority  has  a  right  to  rule,  because  that  is  a 
lesser  limitation  of  individual  liberty  than  to 
have  the  majority  ruling,  where  is  your  logic 
then  ?  Why  should  not  the  minority  also  rule 
in  other  matters,  if  that  principle  is  to  come 
into  play?  Why  should  they  not  rule  in 
bringing  into  operation  the  Factories  Act,  the 
Industrial  Conciliation  Act,  or  the  Shop-hours 
Act  ?  Why  should  not  the  minority  rule  there  ? 
Has  it  been  proposed  that  they  should,  in  any 
degree?  You  are  asking  the  minority  to  rule 
in  a  case  where,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Gladstone, 
you  have  an  evil  to  deal  with  that  is  causing 
greater  injury  to  the  commimity  than  war, 
famine,  and  pestilence  combined.  You  say, 
in  effect,  "  Notwithstanding  all  the  evils  of  the 
drink  traffic  we  will  not  allow  the  people  the 
right  of  control  over  it."  I  repeat  over  and  over 
again  that  what  is  termed  the  extreme  tem- 
perance party  are  in  a  minority.  I  know  that ; 
and  I  believe  they  will  remain  in  the  minority 
for  many  years  to  come.  They  do  not  want 
their  minority  turned  into  a  majority.  But 
what  is  this  you  say  ?  "  You  have  no  right  to 
rule ;  you  are  only  a  minority  of  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  liquor  traffic.  They  are 
in  the  majority,  and  the  majority  must  rule." 
But  it  is  the  Bill  that  says  the  minority  are  to 
rule.  Those  who  support  the  measure  are  not 
willing  to  take  the  risk  of  being  proved  to  be 
in  the  minority.  In  some  districts  the  tem- 
perance party  are  now,  practically,  in  the 
majority,  and  they  say,  "  In  these  districts  we 
should  rule."  In  those  districts  in  which  they 
are  in  the  minority — and  perhaps  in  two-thirds 
of  the  districts  they  are  in  the  minority — they 
hope  in  time  to  be  in  the  majority,  and  they 
can  only  look  to  education  and  discussion  to 
turn  their  minority  into  a  majority.  What 
does  this  Bill  do  ?  It  not  only  allows  the  mi- 
nority to  rule,  but  it  gives  a  premium  to 
people  to  stop  away  from  the  ballot.  By 
having  this  half -on- the -roUl- voting  provision 
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in  the  Bill  the  principle  of  free  ballot  is  en- 
tirely destroyed.  We  may  as  well  destroy  the 
ballot  altogether.  I  understand  the  reason 
why  the  women's  franchise  did  not  become 
law  last  session  was  that  the  principle  of 
the  ballot  was  invaded.  It  was  to  defend  the 
principle  of  the  ballot  that  that  reform  was 
lost.  We  have  a  right  to  defend  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  ballot  at  all  hazards,  and  on  all 
occasions — that  is  to  say,  the  right  of  secret 
voting  should  not  be  invaded.  But  what  does 
this  Bill  do?  It  destroys  the  secrecy  of  the 
ballot ;  and  I  will  show  how  it  does  that.  We 
will  suppose  that  a  man  is  canvassing  for  votes. 
He  may  be  a  wine  and  spirit  merchant,  and 
he  goes  to  those  in  his  employ  and  says,  **  How 
are  you  going  to  vote?  I  wish  you  not  to 
vote  on  this  question.  I  wish  you  to  abstain 
from  voting  at  all."  He  knows,  then,  at  once 
that  if  they  vote  at  all  they  must  be  voting 
against  him:  and,  that  being  so,  the  whole 
principle  of  the  ballot  is  gone,  because  tiio 
question  wiU  not  be — whether  they  are  his 
employes  or  not — as  to  how  they  vote,  but  the 
question  will  be  whether  they  vote  at  eJl,  and, 
if  they  vote  at  all,  then  their  action  must  be 
against  what  he  desires. 

An  Hon.  Member. — That  applies  to  all 
voting. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Pardon  me,  it  does  not; 
because  there  is  nothing  in  any  Act,  except 
that  referring  to  loans  to  local  bodies — no  pro- 
vision in  our  laws — which  allows  an  absentee's 
vote  to  be  counted  as  if  it  were  oast  in  a  par- 
ticular direction.  Suppose  the  vote  is  declared 
void — that  half  the  number  has  not  voted — 
what  is  the  result  ?  Why,  here  are  the  ques- 
tions put  to  the  electors.  They  are  in  sec- 
tion 12,  and  they  are — (1)  Whether  the  present 
number  of  licenses  is  to  continue ;  (2)  whether 
the  number  of  any  such  licenses  is  to  be  re- 
duced; (8)  whether  any  licenses  are  to  be 
granted.  But  if  there  is  no  poll  where  half  the 
electors  have  not  voted,  how  is  this  first  ques- 
tion answered?  Why,  this  first  question  is 
answered,  that  the  number  of  licenses  is  to 
continue.  So  that,  practically,  if  they  abstain 
from  voting,  everybody  who  is  absent,  every 
person  who  is  sick,  and  some  who  are  dead,  are 
supposed  to  have  voted  that  the  licenses  are 
to  continue.  And  therefore  the  contest  at  a 
licensing  election  will  not  be,  Do  you  vote  for 
prohibition,  or  not?  It  will  be,  that  they 
are  not  to  vote  at  all,  those  who  are  against 
this  direct  control  being  brought  in.  It  will 
be  seen  at  once  that  the  whole  principle  of 
the  ballot  is  gone,  under  this  Bill ;  and  I  sub- 
mit that  those  who  said  they  could  not  give 
women  rights  to  vote  without  going  to  the 
ballot-box  because  the  ballot  would  be  invaded 
have  introduced  a  Bill  which  strikes  a  greater 
blow  at  the  baJlot  than  was  ever  struck  by  the 
electoral  rights  to  women.  Then,  in  what  way 
is  this  Bill  to  be  a  settlement  of  the  question  ? 
Does  this  Bill  give  greater  control  than  existed 
before  ?  Certainly  not.  What  was  the  existing 
law  ?  The  existing  law,  under  subsection  (5)  of 
section  81  of  the  Act  of  1881,  is  that  a  Licensing 
Committee,  on  its  own  motion,  has  the  ligh 
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to  say  that  a  license  is  not  required  in  a 
neighbourhood — that  the  locality  in  which 
such  premises  are  situated  will  be  disturbed 
if  a  license  is  granted.  That  power  is  swept 
away  from  the  Committee  altogether.  The 
Committee  now  have  no  such  discretion  left 
to  them.  The  Committee  now,  Sir,  has  no 
discretion  left  in  dealing  with  anything  except, 
practically,  the  question  of  reduction;  and 
even  in  that  its  discretion  is  limited.  Why,  I 
do  not  know  what  the  Government  has  copied 
in  proposing  such  a  thing.  What  I  saw  in 
a  comic  paper  illustrates  what  is  the  case 
here — put  a  penny  in  the  slot  and  you  will  get 
out  a  certain  decision.  The  Committee  is  in- 
vested now  with  certainly  no  judicial  functions, 
with  no  administrative  functions;  and  this  is 
brought  into  an  Act,  I  believe,  for  the  first 
time.  For  three  or  four  hundred  years  it  has 
been  the  law  in  England,  and  certainly  in  New 
Zealand,  ever  since  we  have  had  a  Licensing 
Act,  that  the  Committee  was  to  be  armed 
with  a  certain  discretion  as  to  giving  or  refus- 
ing licenses.  But  this  discretion  is  now  swept 
away.  The  Committee  has  no  power  to  deal 
with  the  giving  of  licenses,  even  though  the 
peace  of  the  neighbourhood  may  be  invaded. 
What  does  this  mean  ?  It  means  this :  Does 
any  man  mean  to  say  that  property  is  not  in- 
jured by  having  an  hotel  near  it,  especially  for 
residence?  I  should  like  to  see  some  people 
opening  up  hotels,  and  then  it  would  be  seen 
if  the  residents  did  not  object.  Why  would 
they  object  ?  Because  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten 
the  peace  of  the  neighbourhood  is  invaded. 
What  is  going  to  happen  under  this  Bill?  I 
will  give  an  illustration  of  what  is  going  to 
happen.  There  are  districts  in  this  colony 
that  have  year  by  year  prevented  licensed 
houses  being  there.  There  is  the  District  of 
Linwood,  near  Christchurch,  in  which  year  by 
year  no  licensed  houses  have  been  allowed. 
Then,  there  is  the  District  of  Sydenham,  in 
which  the  battle  has  been  fought,  and  prac- 
tically won.  What  will  happen  under  this 
Bill?  Why,  Linwood  is  joined  with  Christ- 
church. 

Mr.  REEVES.— No,  it  is  not.  Sir  Robert ; 
it  is  joined  on  to  Avon. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Where  there  are  licenses? 

Mr.  REEVES.— Yes. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Exactly  the  same  thing. 
And  what  will  happen?  You  may  transfer 
the  license  from  Avon  to  Linwood ;  and  you 
may  place  amongst  the  Linwood  people,  who 
for  years  and  years  have  determined  that  no 
licensed  house  shall  exist  there,  a  house  for 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  And  so  also 
in  the  case  of  Sydenham.  You  can,  then, 
transfer  licenses  from  Christchurch  to  Syden- 
ham; and,  though  it  has  been  declared  that 
liquor  being  sold  there  is  illegally  sold,  you 
may  transfer  licenses  on  both  Linwood  and 
Sydenham — practically  the  dwelling-places  of 
the  working-classes,  who  do  not  desire  to  have 
publichouses  amongst  them;  yet  they  are  to 
have  licenses  forced  upon  them  by  this  Bill. 
What,  then,  is  this  Bill  ?  This  Bill  is  entirely 
conceived   in   the   interests    of    the   licensed 


victuallers  —  entirely  in  the  interests  of  the 
trade;  and  the  trade  knows  it.  Why,  Sir,  I 
have  heard  in  more  than  one  place  that 
the  passage  of  this  Bill  will  at  once  put  an 
enormous  premium  on  hotel  property.  The 
honourable  member  may  laugh;  but  I  under- 
take to  say  the  publicans  know  their  busi- 
ness better  than  members  of  this  House,  and 
if  you  ask  them  they  will  tell  you  this,  if  they 
speak  the  truth — ^if  they  speak  their  own  opin- 
ions. Now,  Sir,  I  cannot  understand  men 
who  came  to  this  House  pledged  to  give  local 
option  to  the  people  voting  for  this  Bill.  I 
cannot  understand  men  who  came  here 
pledged  to  vote  against  any  alteration  of  the 
licensing -law  voting  for  this  Bill.  If  either 
of  that  class  vote  for  this  Bill,  they  are  practi- 
cally violating  their  election -pledges.  What^ 
do  I  ask  ?  What  do  those  who  are  with  me  on 
this  question  ask  ?  They  ask  that  this  matter 
should  be  deferred  until  after  the  general 
elections.  Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  if  you 
get  tbe  women  on  the  roll  this  Bill  will  practi- 
cally end  in  the  obtaining  of  prohibition.  What 
does  this  mean?  That  the  women  are  going 
to  vote  for  temperance :  is  that  what  it  m^ans  ? 
Then,  we  temperance  people  are  willing  they 
shall  vote  at  the  general  election  for  temper- 
ance, and  that  their  votes  shiBkU  be  cast  for  the 
return  of  members  to  this  House  who  will  give 
us  a  real  Bill  of  local  control,  and  not  the  sham 
Bill  which  this  measure  is.  I  ask  this  House 
to  pause.  This  Bill  is  of  such  a  character 
that,  unfortunately  as  I  regard  it,  this  ques- 
tion is  going  to  be  the  question  at  the  elec- 
tions. Apparently,  it  is  going  to  be  the  question 
in  the  town  and  suburban  electorates ;  it  may 
not  afiect  the  country  electorates  so  muclL 
Do  not  let  honourable  members  suppose  that 
this  Bill  is  going  to  be  an  end  of  the  question. 
It  is  only  accentuating  the  struggle  which  is 
to  take  place  in  a  few  months.  And  there- 
fore I  ask,  why  not  let  us  trust  the  people  at 
the  general  election  ?  This  Bill  is  giving  them 
less  control.  It  is  not  giving  them  greater 
control.  Its  very  title  is  a  misnomer.  I  say 
it  is  taking  away  the  control  from  the  people 
which  they  possess  in  the  Licensing  Com- 
mittees. That  is  swept  away  by  repealing 
subsection  (5)  of  section  81  of  the  Licensing 
Act  of  1881.  Does  the  three-fifths  vote  give 
them  any  control?  It  gives  them  no  con- 
trol whatever.  What  does  the  other  control 
give  ?  It  may  be  said  the  licenses  are  not  to 
be  increased.  In  how  many  districts  would 
the  vote  be  carried  under  the  Act  of  1881  ?  I 
venture  to  say,  not  in  half  a  dozen  districts  of 
the  colony — not  in  these  large  districts.  The 
publicans  themselves  have  not  asked  for  an  in- 
crease of  licenses,  because  they  have  a  mono- 
poly. What  is  this  House  asked  to  do? 
This  House  is  practically  asked — this  House 
which  is  supposed  to  be  a  Liberal  House, 
with  a  majority  of  Liberals  within  its  walls 
— to  ^o  back  upon  Liberalism  and  to  declare 
that  you  cannot  trust  the  people  and  give 
them  votes  to  control  the  traffic  in  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  I  argue  this  apart  from  the 
question  of  Prohibition  or  No  prohibition.    I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


gie    _ 


442 


Alcoholic  Liquors 


[HOUSE.]        Sale  Control  Bill        [Aug.  80 


again  repeat,  this  question  of  prohibition  is  not 
within  measurable  distance  of  us;  but  I  say 
that  what  we  ask  for  is  local  control,  and  all 
I  ask  for  is  local  control.  If  the  temperance 
people  are  in  a  minority,  they  will  remain  in 
a  minority  with  local  control.  If  they  are  in 
a  majority,  they  have  a  right  to  have  their 
views  expressed  and  carried  out.  What  right 
have  you  to  say  that  the  minority  shall  rule — 
that  you  are,  practically,  to  have  three-year 
licenses,  if  the  minority  choose  to  say  so? — 
because  that  is  what  it  amounts  to.  Every  one 
absent  counts  as  voting  for  the  licenses  con- 
tinuing. What  does  that  mean  ?  That  there 
will  be  no  voting  on  the  day  of  election, — that 
the  liquor  patt^  will  not  vote.  Who  is  to  vote  ? 
Sir,  the  thing  is  perfectly  plain.  This  Bill,  I 
believe,  is  a  Bill  more  in  &vour  of  the  liquor 
traffic  than  if  I  had  met  the  Licensed  Vic- 
tuallers' Association  and  asked  them  to  come 
to  some  compromise.  I  believe  the  Association 
would  have  given  a  more  reasonable  Bill  to 
the  temperance  party  than  this  measure.  That 
is  my  opinion,  and  I  believe  I  am  speaking 
what  is  correct,  from  what  I  have  heard. 
Without  taking  up  more  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  I  move,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  G,  HUTCHISON.— Mr.  Speaker,  looking 
back  on  the  sudden  rise  and  hurried  treatment 
of  this  question  by  the  Qovemment,  I  think  very 
f«w  in  this  House  can  feel  much  satisfaction 
with  the  result  which  has  now  been  brought 
about.  As  the  last  honourable  member  has 
mentioned,  the  conviction  will  be  present  to 
the  mind  of  almost  everybody  in  the  House 
that  this  Bill  will  not  be  considered  a  settle- 
ment of  the  question,  even  if  it  passes  the  other 
Chamber.  Stress  has  been  laid  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua  on  the  more  objec- 
tionable features  of  the  Bill  with  reference  to 
voting ;  but  there  are  other  features  which  also 
should  be  referred  to  in  considering  the  general 
scope  of  the  measure.  First  of  all,  I  would 
refer  to  what  I  consider  a  very  serious  blot, 
and  that  is  the  disability  of  women  intro- 
duced into  this  Bill.  No  woman  who  is  not 
a  widow,  or  who,  if  married,  has  not  a  separa- 
tion-order, can  possibly,  whatever  her  qiuJifi- 
oations,  hold  a  license.  This  is  a  false  and 
retrograde  step.  While  we  see  the  whole  trend 
of  change  in  the  law  of  property  going  in 
the  direction  of  taking  away  disabilities  from 
women,  and  while  we  in  this  Parliament—  in 
this  very  session — are  ostensibly  anxious  to 
emancipate  woman  from  her  last  thraldom  of 
political  disability  by  granting  to  her  the  elec- 
toral franchise,  we  find  a  paltry  and  unworthy 
grudge  introduced  into  this  measure  by  refusing 
elective  Committees  the  right  to  decide  without 
limitation  on  the  qualifications  of  applicants 
for  licenses.    Then  there  are  the  invertebrate 

g revisions  as  to  voting.  I  believe  there  is  no 
olding-ground  at  all  if  we  depart  from  the 
principle  of  majorities.  If  the  power  is  not 
to  be  given  to  a  majority,  why  to  three-fifths 
rather  than  to  four -sevenths,  or  any  other 
fraction  ?  Under  the  present  Act  the  majority 
of  the  ratepayers  can  decide  that  there  shall 
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be,  or  shall  not  be,  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  licenses.  The  present  Licensing  Committees 
are  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  ratepayers, 
and  these  Committees  can  absolutely  wipe  out 
every  license  in  a  district.  But  by  this  Bill 
we  are  asked  to  go  back  on  that  state  of  things, 
and  to  require  a  three-fifths  majority,  on  the 
further  condition  of  half  the  electors  record- 
ing their  votes.  The  amendment  I  sought  to 
introduce  into  the  Bill  would  have  struck  out 
that  absnrd  condition  as  to  one -half  voting, 
and  would  have  allowed  the  questions  as  to  re- 
tention or  reduction  of  licenses  to  be  decided 
in  each  instance  by  an  absolute  majority  of 
voters.  No  doubt  I  proposed  to  add  a  quali- 
fication as  to  the  more  serious  question  of  total 
prohibition,  by  requiring  that  the  majority 
should  be  an  actual  majority  of  the  whole  of 
those  on  the  roll ;  but  I  consider,  for  my  own 
part,  that  this  was  a  precaution  that  was  un- 
necessary, because  I  hold  the  view  that  a  poll 
under  any  Bill  such  as  this  will  be  an  almost 
exhaustive  poll  of  the  people.  The  questions 
to  be  referred  will  for  some  time,  at  any  rate,  be 
such  as  must  stir  the  mind  of  almost  every 
individual  who  has  a  right  to  vote.  Then, 
there  is  a  subject  which  has  not  been  touched 
upon  at  all  as  yet,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  re- 
gard to  the  Bill,  and  that  is  the  question  of 
compensation.  I  know  it  is  an  unpopular 
and  it  may  be  a  thorny  question  to  touch, 
but  it  is  one  which  deserves  consideration.  I 
dismiss  at  once  all  idea  of  the  local  rates 
being  made  to  compensate  the  withdrawal  or 
the  cancellation  of  licenses  in  a  district.  I 
dismiss  that  as  impracticable.  Then,  there  is 
the  suggestion  as  to  mutual  assurance  among 
licensees  by  increased  fees,  so  as  to  form  a  fund 
to  indemnify  those  who  may  lose  their  licenses 
without  personal  blame;  but  such  a  scheme 
would  necessarily  fail  in  the  case  of  prohibi- 
tion. I  would  prefer  to  look  upon  the  matter 
rather  from  the  opposite  standpoint,  by  con- 
sidering how  undesirable  it  would  be  if  in  a 
district  on  one  day  there  were  a  considerable 
number  of  licensed  houses  and  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  none  at  all.  My  propossJ,  on  the 
report  stage  of  the  Bill,  was  that,  in  the  event 
of  prohibition  being  voted  in  a  district,  the 
application  of  the  vote  should  be  distributed 
over  the  triennial  period;  and  I  think  this 
would  mitigate  the  change  to  the  trade,  and 
would  be  in  the  interests  of  fairness  and 
good  government.  In  conclusion,  I  come  to 
what  I  consider  the  greatest  defect  in  the 
measure.  I  say  that  it  is  only  a  partial  treat- 
ment of  the  question.  It  deals  only  with 
the  retailing  of  spirituous  liquors.  I  cannot 
understand  now  the  Gk>vemment  can  imagine 
that  they  are  dealing  with  the  great  vice  of 
drunkenness  if  they  are  only  going  to  legislate 
against  the  retail  trade.  Why,  it  is  legislating 
for  or  against — ^just  as  the  question  of  freedom 
or  constraint  be  viewed  as  affecting — ^the  poor 
man.  The  passing  of  this  Bill,  and  the  bring- 
ing into  operation  of  the  prohibitive  clauses, 
would  not  touch  the  rich  man  at  all.  He  has 
only  to  order  and  pay  for,  as  I  presume  he  often 
does  now,  two  gallons  instead  of  a  glass ;  and 
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if  there  be  prohibition  in  a  districf;,  and  the 
clube  are  closed— clabs  as  I  nnderstand  them 
at  present — the  rich  man's  club  will  not  be 
affected  in  the  slightest  degree.  With  such 
olnbe  the  change  would  only  mean  a  matter  of 
book-keeping ;  they  will  have  their  cellars,  and 
xnembers  will  consume  the  contents  among 
themselves  at  their  leisure.  We  shall  have  the 
rich  clubs  continuing,  practically,  as  they  are 
now,  perhaps  under  more  exclusive  auspices, 
and  everything  else  in  the  district  closed.  I 
make  these  remarks  as  summarising  my  ob- 
jections to  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill.  I 
oppose  the  Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  is  only 
a  partial  treatment  of  the  question,  and  that 
this  partial  treatment  is  full  of  inconsistencies. 
Mr.  HOGG.— Sir,  this  Bill  has  had  a  some- 
what rough  passage  through  Committee,  but  it 
has  survived  the  tempest,  and  I  believe  I  am 
not  far  wrong  in  saying  that  it  is  likely  to  sur- 
vive the  further  attempt  that  is  being  made 
to  wreck  it.  The  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua,  whose  opposition  to  the  Bill  has  been 
persistent  all  through,  has  again  and  again 
endeavoured  to  divide  the  House  into  fragments, 
but  so  far  the  main  features  of  the  Bill  as 
originally  introduced  have  been  retained.  The 
question  which  I  think  the  House  has  to  con- 
Bider  is,  whether  this  Bill  is  demanded.  Is  it 
demanded  by  the  country  or  by  any  particular 
•ection  of  the  electors  ?  Well,  we  Imow  for  a 
fact  that  for  some  years  the  battle  has  been 
raging  between  what  is  called  the  prohibitionist 
party  and  the  licensed  victuallers.  We  also 
know  that  the  party  that  on  the  present 
occasion  has  led  the  assault  and  brought  the 
question  into  such  prominence  as  it  has 
I  attained  is  not  the  party  of  the  licensed 
victuallers  but  the  temperance  party,  and  the 
gentleman  who  has  been  their  leader  in  this 
matter  is  the  honourable  gentleman  who  now 
wishes  to  have  this  legislation  postponed  till 
after  the  next  election.  Well,  Sir,  I  never  ex- 
pected that  this  Bill,  or  any  other  Bill  deal- 
ing with  this  question,  would  be  altogether 
latisfaotory.  We  know  very  well  that  the  ques- 
tion is  one  of  such  an  extremely  wide  cha- 
racter that  it  is  impossible  to  produce  a 
measure  that  will  give  anything  like  general, 
not  to  say  universal,  satisfaction.  There  are 
two  parties  whom  I  regard  as  extremists — 
the  prohibition  party  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  brewers  and  licensed  victuallers  on  the 
other.  They  are  the  implacablos,  and  it  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  implacables  will  never  be 
latisfled  with  any  species  of  legislation  that 
oould  possibly  be  introduced.  But  I  ask  this 
question:  Does  this  Bill  remove,  even  tem- 
porarily, from  the  arena  of  practical  politics  a 
disturbing  and  very  dangerous  element  ?  Is  it 
a  partial  solution — because  I  believe  a  com- 
plete solution  is  absolutely  unattainable — of  a 
knotty  question?  Is  it  a  step  forwards  or  is 
it  really  a  step  backwards?  Let  us  turn  for 
a  moment  to  the  present  Licensing  Act,  and 
what  do  we  find  ?  We  find  it  does  not  give  the 
direct  veto— that  it  does  not  give  the  control 
of  the  licensing  question  to  the  people  of  the 
colony.    We  find  it  by  no  means  gives  the 


control  to  the  majority,  but,  on  the -contrary, 
hands  over  the  control  of  the  publichouses  to 
a  very  small  fragment  of  every  community — 
simply  to  the  ratepayers ;  and  no  gentleman  in 
this  House  knows  it  better  than  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua.  He  knows  positively 
that  the  publicans  of  New  Zealand  are  com- 
pletely at  the  mercy,  at  the  present  time,  of 
a  very  small  section  of  each  community.  In 
the  first  place,  the  colony  is  divided  into  small 
licensing  districts,  and  in  the  second  place 
only  a  small  portion  in  each  district  are  able 
to  vote  on  any  licensing  question.  Why,  Sir, 
what  are  these  Licensing  Committees?  I 
maintain  that  the  Committees  that  are  elected 
now  are  a  miserable  mockery.  They  do  not 
represent  the  people  by  any  means ;  they  are 
simply  a  few  tradesmen  selected  by  a  few  rate- 
payers to  deal  with  the  publicans,  who  are 
their  tools  for  the  time  being.  I  reckon  there 
is  no  occupation  in  New  Zealand — no  trade  so 
thoroughly  insecure,  so  humiliated,  so  oppressed 
emd  degraded  as  that  of  the  licensed  victualler. 
No  man  in  New  Zealand  occupies  so  humili- 
ating a  position  as  the  publican.  Well,  what 
does  this  Bill  do  ?  In  the  first  place,  I  would 
ask.  Does  it  not  increase  the  areas  of  the 
licensing  districts  ?  And  will  it  be  denied  for  a 
moment  that  the  licensing  districts  require  to 
be  increased  ?  We  know  very  well,  all  over  the 
colony,  that  the  licensing  districts — or  most 
of  them — are  so  absolutely  insignificant  as  to 
be  altogether  ridiculous.  In  my  own  con- 
stituency every  little  road  district  is  a  licens- 
ing district.  The  counties  are  divided  into 
ridings,  and  each  one  is  a  licensing  district. 
In  some  of  these  districts,  where  Committees 
have  to  be  formed,  we  find  one  publichouse; 
in  another  a  solitazy  accommodation-house; 
and  in  another  in  my  own  electorate  there 
is  no  publichouse  at  all.  I  refer  now  to  the 
District  of  Mauriceville.  According  to  the 
theory  of  the  prohibitionists  and  of  many  tem- 
perance advocates — I  do  not  wish  to  say  any- 
thing disparaging  regarding  them,  because  I  be- 
lieve they  are  thoroughly  sincere  in  what  they 
desire,  and  are  doing  a  vast  amount  of  good 
— but,  according  to  the  theory  of  those  people, 
the  district  in  which  there  are  no  publichouses 
ought  to  be  a  sort  of  Elysium,  where  every 
settler  is  wealthy  and  blessed  with  numerous 
advantages.  But  what  do  we  find?  In  the 
district  I  refer  to  the  township  is  stunted  and 
has  never  grown,  and  the  settlers,  so  far  from 
being  wealthy,  as  they  should  be  according  to 
theory,  inform  me  that  the  money  that  should 
be  circulated  amongst  them,  and  which  should 
be  improving  their  properties,  is  Roing  to  Mas- 
terton  on  the  one  hand  and  to  EketaJiuna  on 
the  other.  When  the  settlers  want  a  little 
enjoyment,  instead  of  spending  their  money 
in  their  own  neighbournood,  they  travel  to 
the  nearest  towniSiip  where  there  are  public- 
houses.  This  does  not  bear  out  the  theory  of 
the  prohibitionists  or  the  temperance  people. 
Then,  under  the  present  system  we  know  very 
well  that  the  licensed  houses — their  contents 
and  their  landlords — ^have  deteriorated — that 
the  trade   has  declined.     The   brewers'   tied 
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houses,  for  instance,  in  my  opinion  are  ex- 
crescences on  the  trade,  and  ought  to  be 
removed.  But  the  question  is,  Are  the  people 
ripe  for  prohibition  ?  I  do  not  believe  it.  Do 
they  wish  to  control  the  traffic  ?  There  is  no 
doubt  of  it,  and  we  are  here  to  give  effect  to 
the  people's  wishes.  This  Bill,  as  I  have  said 
already,  not  only  increases-  the  size  of  the  dis- 
tricts, but  it  gives  the  control  of  the  traffic, 
which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  few  persons, 
absolutely  to  the  whole  of  the  electors — to  the 
people  of  the  colony.  I  admit  that  in  my  opin- 
ion, there  is  one  defect  in  this  Bill.  I  believe 
in  the  simple  majority.  That  is  the  only  por- 
tion of  the  Bill  that  I  disagree  with.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary  for  three-fifths  to  carry  a 
poll — I  would  rather  have  a  simple  majority. 
At  the  same  time,  I  think  it  is  desirable,  if 
the  minority  is  not  to  rule,  that  a  certain 
portion  of  the  electors  should  be  required  to 
vote  before  a  whole  crowd  of  men,  and  a 
trade  in  which  a  large  amount  of  capital  is 
embarked,  are  permitted  to  be  ruined.  Well, 
there  are  certam  things  which  the  Bill,  I  be- 
lieve, is  designed  to  do.  It  will  give  effect  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people — not  of  a  fragment 
of  the  people,  but  of  the  bulk  of  the  people. 
If  it  is  true,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
last  spoke  has  remarked,  that  the  prohibition 
party  are  in  a  minority,  then,  I  say,  it  is  their 
duty  to  endeavour — if  they  are  in  the  right,  as 
they  no  doubt  believe  they  are— jt  is  their  duty 
to  endeavour  to  educate  the  people  to  such  an 
extent  that  in  the  course  of  a  little  time  they 
may  command  a  majority;  and  when  that 
time  arrives  I  am  satisfied  the  members  of 
this  House  will  only  be  too  well  pleased  to 
see  their  wishes  given  effect  to.  Then,  Sir,  I 
disagree  with  those  who  think  that  this  Bill 
will  produce  no  beneficial  effect  upon  the  trade. 
My  own  impression  is  that  the  people  are  so  dis- 
satisfied with  the  way  in  which  certain  public- 
houses  are  now  conducted  that  you  will  find 
on  the  very  first  opportunity  they  will  roll  up 
to  the  poll  and  will  insist  upon  a  reduction 
of  the  present  licenses.  And  if  this  reduction 
takes  place,  what  will  be  the  result  ?  It  will 
be  this:  that  there  will  be  less  competition, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  I  believe  we  shall  have 
better  hotels;  that  the  houses  will  be  much 
better  conducted,  and  that  they  will  be  in 
better  hands  than  they  have  been  in  for 
years  past.  The  effect  of  this  Bill  will  be, 
also,  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  Licensing 
Gonunittees.  In  the  first  plsMse,  the  electors 
will  have  a  larger  number  to  draw  upon :  they 
will  be  able  to  make  a  much  better  selec- 
tion than  they  are  able  to  make  now.  As  it  is 
at  the  present  time,  in  many  instances  there 
is  really  no  selection  at  all.  The  difficulty 
is  to  get  a  few  tradesmen  who  are  willing  to 
sit  upon  the  Committee  at  all,  and  in  many 
instances  there  is  virtually  no  election.  It 
is  notorious  that  publicans  and  others  have 
often  to  plead,  and  plead  very  hard,  too, 
to  get  prominent  men  to  give  the  time  neces- 
sary to  attend  these  meetings  and  form  the 
Committee.  Then,  Sir,  I  think  there  is 
another  satisfactory  feature  in  the  Bill,  and 
Mr.  Hogg 


that  is  this  :  It  gives  to  the  publican  who 
manages  his  business  in  a  manner  that  is 
satisfactory  to  his  customers  and  to  the  general 
public  a  more  secure  tenure  than  he  now  en- 
joys. We  know  very  well  that  from  year  to 
year  the  publicans  are  in  a  most  insecure 
position,  that  they  have  no  encouragement 
to  expend  money  in  properly  furnishing  hotels 
and  keeping  them  in  repair,  and  they  are  sub- 
jected to  an  undue  amount  of  competition. 
You  cannot  blame  the  Committees  in  these 
small  licensing  districts.  Most  of  them  have 
an  interest  in  getting  as  many  hotels  as  pos- 
sible licensed.  They  Took  upon  it  in  this  light : 
If  they  are  butchers,  bakers,  grocers,  and  so 
on,  they  say  to  themselves,  "  The  more  hotels 
we  have  the  more  trade  we  are  likely  to  have, 
and  this  will  bring  grist  to  the  mill.  Let  ns 
license  every  one  who  comes  forward  and  makes 
application."  Under  the  present  Bill,  how- 
ever, there  is  a  restriction  placed  upon  the 
number  of  licenses,  and  there  will  be  a  great 
amount  of  difficulty  in  licensing  a  new  house : 
the  tendency,  I  believe,  will  be  the  other  way  ; 
and  if  it  is  the  other  way,  the  result  will  be 
that  the  houses  will  be  improved,  the  quality 
of  the  landlords  will  be  improved,  and,  com- 
petition being  kept  within  due  bounds,  the 
public  will  be  better  served  than  it  is  now. 
Then,  again,  we  have  another  valuable  clause 
inserted  in  the  Bill— a  clause  I  look  upon  as 
being  extremely  valuable — and  that  is  the 
clause  inserted,  I  believe,  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Heathcote,  which  makes  indorse- 
ments for  infringements  of  the  Act  permanent. 
The  indorsements  are  not  to  be  made,  as  they 
are  now,  against  the  licensee,  but  against  the 
hotel  itself.  That  will  have  the  effect,  in  my 
opinion,  of  extinguishing  a  very  bad  class  of 
hotels  which  have  risen  up  since  the  present 
Act  came  into  existence.  It  will  do  away,  I 
hope,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  with  a  good 
many  of  these  tied  houses,-  a  good  many  of 
these  houses  which  we  find,  in  every  large 
centre  particularly,  very  badly  conducted — 
houses  that  belong  to  wine-merchants,  or  are 
the  property  of  brewers,  who  simply  use  them 
as  snares  to  induce  men  with  a  little  amount 
of  capital  to  become  tenants,  and  to  improve 
them  to  the  extent  of  their  capital;  but 
directly  they  get  the  benefit  of  these  men's 
money  they  take  the  opportunity  to  turn 
them  adrift  again.  If  these  houses  are  badly 
conducted — and  many  of  them,  unfortunately, 
are — the  indorsements  are  now  made  against 
the  licensee,  and  all  the  landlord,  —  whoever 
he  may  be,  brewer  or  wine-merchant, — ^has  to 
do  is  simply  to  take  measures  to  turn  him  out 
of  the  house,  and  obtain  a  fresh  tenant.  A. 
fresh  tenant  comes  in  with  a  clean  certificate 
— with  nothing  whatever  against  him — and  he 
is  enabled  to  carry  on  the  house  in  the  same 
badly-conducted  style,  till  it  becomes  a  perfect 
nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood.  That  is  thd 
kind  of  house  which  requires  to  be  dealt  with, 
and  if  this  Bill  achieves  no  other  object  than 
simply  getting  rid  of  low  publichouses  ]^pped 
up  by  the  present  Act,  then  I  say  it  will  have 
had  an  excellent  effect,  and  will  to  a  lazge 
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extent  o&rry  ont  the  present  wishes  of  the  tem- 
perance pajrty.  But  another  question  is  this : 
Is  refonn  demanded,  not  merely  by  temperance 
reformers,  who  are  animated,  I  believe,  unques- 
tionably by  philanthropic  and  good  motives, 
bat  by  the  better  class  of  publicans,  and  espe- 
ciidly  by  the  public  of  New  Zealand  ?  Well, 
I  maintain  that  reform  is  demanded.  Reform 
is  demanded  by  the  public,  and  by  the  better 
class  of  publicans  whom  we  wish  to  maintain 
as  long  as  the  traffic  is  to  be  retained ;  and  it  is 
necessary  for  their  preservation  there  should 
be  reform.  What  do  we  find  going  on  at  the 
present  time  ?  We  find  men  wno  have  a  great 
amount  of  self-respect,  the  best  of  our  landlords, 
so  disgusted  with  the  conditions  under  which 
they  carry  on  operations  that  they  are  only  too 
glad  to  sell  out.  Then,  we  find  good  houses, 
which  were  worth  a  considerable  amount  of 
money  a  few  years  ago,  under  the  present  sys- 
tem greatly  deteriorated  in  value;  and  we 
also  find  people  who  are  travelling  about  the 
country  continually  complaining  that  they  do 
not  now  receive  the  same  amount  of  accommo- 
dation and  attention  they  received  a  few  years 
ago,  before  the  present  pernicious  licensing 
system  was  called  into  operation.  I  am 
not  going  to  detain  the  House  very  much 
longer.  I  can  only  say  that  under  our  present 
licensing  -  laws  the  trade  has  been  degraded; 
the  publicans  have  been  enslaved.  Hotels  are 
to  be  found  on  every  hand  for  sale  at  low 
prices  which  were  of  considerable  value  a 
short  time  ago.  Honourable  and  sensible 
men  will  not  invest  in  this  sort  of  enterprise, 
and  the  better  class  of  landlords  are  quitting 
their  hotels  in  disgust.  We  find,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  general  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
public  that  they  cannot  get  the  accommoda- 
tion in  these  houses  which  they  sot  a  few 
years  ago.  I  have  heard  it  repeated  and  re- 
iterated over  and  over  again  that  when  the 
Besident  Magistrate  and  one  or  two  Justices 
had  to  deal  with  these  licenses  the  condition 
of  things  was  far  more  satisfactory  than  it 
is  at  the  present  time.  Why,  our  so-called 
local  option,  as  introduced  in  the  Licensing 
Act  now  in  existence,  is  a  mockery  and  a 
sham.  It  has  placed  these  houses  under  the 
heel  of  a  small  minority  of  the  population, 
and  the  houses  are  not  conducted  as  they 
should  be,  and  are  nothing  like  what  they 
were  a  few  years  ago  in  New  Zealand.  I  say, 
if  this  Bill  will  have  the  effect  of  restoring  to 
us  something  like  the  state  of  afiairs  that  pre- 
vailed before  the  present  Act  was  called  mto 
operation,  it  will  have  a  most  beneficial  effect 
on  the  community.  I  do  not  expect  that  the 
prohibitionists  are  going  to  prevail ;  I  do  not 
expect  that  the  temperance  party  will  pre- 
vail; but,  if  we  are  to  have  any  reform,  let 
ns  have,  at  any  rate,  decent  houses,  let  us 
have  the  trade  elevated,  and  brought  into 
something  like  the  condition  that  existed  a  few 
years  ago — a  condition  that  was  entirely  dif- 
lorent  from  the  condition  of  things  at  the 
present  time.  It  is  only  since  the  present 
Licensing  Act  was  brought  into  force  that  we 
find  a  general  clamour  on  the  part  of  every 


community  that  there  shall  be  reform.  The 
Government  having  had  their  hands  forced 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua — 
and  I  thank  him  myself,  personally,  for  the 
step  he  has  taken  in  pushing  forward  his  Local 
Veto  Bill — I  say  they  deserve  the  thanks  of 
the  community,  even  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  for  introducing  a  Bill  which,  I  believe, 
— and  it  is  admitted  by  the  temperance  party 
themselves, — will  have  the  effect  of  settling  this 
question  for  a  few  years  to  come,  at  all  events. 
I  notice  that  a  recent  largely-attended  meeting 
of  the  temperance  party  in  Christchurch  has 
protested  against  the  BUI,  and  asked  that  this 
sort  of  legislation  should  be  held  over  until 
after  the  general  election.  I  look  upon  that 
as  intimidation.  Are  members  of  this  House 
to  be  subjected  to  the  threat  of  block-votes 
when  they  come  before  their  constituents  ? 
They  have  a  right  to  be  emancipated  and 
relieved  from  anything  of  the  kind,  and  if 
this  Bill  will  anticipate  action  of  the  kind 
it  will  have  a  most  beneficial  effect  on  our 
politics.  Honourable  members  are  not  selected 
to  come  here  and  carry  out  the  views  of  a 
section  of  the  community;  we  come  here 
CO  represent  the  majority  of  the  people;  and 
I  believe  the  majority  of  the  people  is  com- 
posed of  the  middle  party,  the  party  that  be- 
lieves in  moderation,  a  party  that  is  not  to  be 
dictated  to  as  to  what  it  shall  eat  or  drink,  but 
that  believes  in  a  certain  amount  of  human 
freedom.  I  say  the  Ministry  deserve  thanks 
for  introducing  this  Bill,  because  I  think  they 
have  solved  the  question  as  far  as  it  can  be 
solved  at  the  present  time.  I  intend  to  support 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  carried  into  law. 

Mr.  FERGUS. — Sir,  it  is  curious  how  cir- 
cumstances alter  cases.  We  heard  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  say  that 
the*  temperance  pcurty  agreed  with  the  Bill, 
and  in  the  very  next  breath  say  that,  at  a 
meeting  held  in  Christchurch,  the  temperance 
people  had  endeavoured  to  intimidate  honour- 
able members.  It  was  intimidation  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  then,  but  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  that  meeting  in  Christchurch  ex- 
pressed views  in  accord  with  his  own  he  would 
have  said  it  was  the  voice  of  the  people,  to 
which  we  ought  to  bow  down — the  intelligent 
voice  of  the  people  which  would  be  heard  at 
the  next  elections.  This  is  the  sort  of  "  bluff  " 
we  have  been  treated  to.  The  position  I  take 
up  on  this  Bill  is  this :  I  think  it  was  unwise 
of  the  Gk>vemment  to  bring  it  on  just  now  at 
all.  It  is  involved  in  a  measure  which  is 
before  another  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
receiving  its  consideration — that  is  to  say,  the 
Electoral  Bill.  The  voting  under  this  measure 
as  we  have  it  now,  if  that  Bill  does  not  pass, 
will  be  confined  entirely  to  the  male  electors 
of  the  colony.  If  the  Electoral .  Bill  passes 
in  the  other  Chamber  women  will  then  have 
to  be  put  on  the  electoral  roll,  and  the  con- 
stitution of  licensing  bodies  will  be  entirely 
altered.  Sir,  I  think  it  would  have  been  wiser 
to  have  excluded  the  women  from  the  vote  on 
this  occasion  altogether  until  we  had  seen  how 
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the  granting  of  the  female  franchise  operates  in 
the  selection  of  the  House  to  be  elected  before 
long.  But  I  object  to  this  measure  on  totally 
difierent  grounds  ^m  any  mentioned  by  the 
preceding  speakers.  I  object  to  it  on  totally 
different  grounds  from  those  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  and  on 
different  grounds  from  those  mentioned  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  sajr  that,  so  &r  as 
the  operation  of  the  measure  in  the  country 
districts  is  concerned,  you  are  absolutely  and 
irretrievably  taking  away  all  control  whatever 
over  the  liquor  question.  We  have  on  the  rolls 
of  the  colony  now  one  hundred  and  eighty  three 
thousand  some  odd  hundreds  of  voters,  and  if 
we  augment  that  number  by  the  passing  of  a 
measure  which  I  believe  will  be  passed  in 
another  place  without  the  slightest  alteration 
in  any  form 

Mr.  PISH.— You  are  in  their  confidence  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  go  to  the  other  House,  and  hear  the 
speeches  made,  he  will  come  to  the  same  con- 
clusion that  I  have  come  to, — that  is,  the  confi- 
fidence  in  which  I  am.  I  say  we  are  going  to 
have  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  voters 
in  the  colony.  Now,  I  take  it  that  all  inter- 
ested, both  on  the  side  of  the  liquor  traffic 
and  on  the  side  of  temperance,  wnl  see  that 
every  individual  capable  of  being  put  on  the 
roll  shall  be  put  on  the  roll  before  the  next 
general  election ;  and  they  will  also  have  the 
privilege  of  voting  on  this  question  as  to  the 
increase  or  decrease  in  the  number  of  licenses 
or  the  absolute  prohibition  of  any  further 
license  in  their  district.  Now,  I  venture  to  say 
that  not  in  a  single  purely  country  constituency 
in  the  colony  shall  we  find  the  requisite  number 
of  people  coming  up  to  vote  provided  by  the 
subsection  in  clause  15  of  the  Bill.  It  would 
be  utterly  impossible  to  bring  up  half  the  num- 
ber of  people  on  the  roll  to  the  polls.  As  I 
said  the  other  night  in  Committee,  there  is  not 
a  single  man  sitting  in  the  House  just  now  who 
represents  half  of  the  electors  in  his  district 
— not  one.  I  have  the  returns  here,  and  I 
find  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  this  House 
who  represents  half  of  the  male  electors  on 
the  roll  at  the  last  general  election. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb.  —  Not  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Well,  he  represents  the  lot, 
because  he  had  no  opposition.  The  member 
for  Wakatipu  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have 
had  a  walk -over  at  two  or  three  elections, 
and  consequently  he  has  the  unanimous  con- 
fidence of  the  electors.  But  the  objection  I 
took  to  the  Electoral  Bill  of  last  year — and  it 
was  cm  objection  embodied  in  the  amendment 
of  the  Council — obtains  with  regard  to  this 
Bill  now  before  the  House.  You  cannot,  in  a 
large  and  sparsely -settled  district,  such  as  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent,  bring  up  one- 
fifth  of  the  females  to  the  poll,  either  for  an 
election  of  a  member  of  this  House  or  for  the 
election  of  a  Licensing  Committee.  If  you 
double  the  electorate  by  giving  the  women  the 
franchise,  and,  as  a  necessary  corollary,  give 
them  the  right  also  to  vote  for  Licensing  Com- 
3fr.  Fergus 


mittees,  it  will  absolutely  amount  to  this :  that 
the  small  amount  of  local  control  people  now 
have  will  be  entirely  swept  away,  and  they  vnll 
have  no  power  to  increase,  or  to  decrease,  or  to 
do  away  with  the  licenses  in  a  district  at  aU. 
Now,  that  is  a  retrograde  step.  I  am  free  to 
admit  that  the  districts,  as  they  are  at  the 
present  time,  are,  as  stated  by  the  honour- 
able  member  for  Masterton,  far  too  smsJl. 
They  are  ridiculously  small;  but  in  some 
oases  they  require  to  be  made  small  in  order 
to  give  sufficient  local  control.  But  this  mea- 
sure, which  was  to  put  the  liquor  traffic 
under  more  complete  control,  and  to  give  the 
fullest  trust  to  the  people,  is  absolutely  taking 
away  that  trust  from  the  people  altogether — 
they  will  not  be  able  to  exercise  it. 

Mr.  PISH.— Do  they  now? 

Mr.  FERGUS.— I  do  not  say  they  do  now. 
I  object  to  both.  We  expected  the  Premier 
would  be  good  enough  to  fulfil  the  promise 
he  made  to  the  House  before  he  brought 
down  the  measure,  and  satisfy  sJl  parties. 
That,  Sir,  is  what  he  undertook  to  do,  and  he 
has  miserably  failed,  though,  probably,  he  had 
the  best  intentions  in  the  world.  But  I  go 
further.  I  object  altogether  to  the  expense 
which  is  going  to  be  entailed  upon  the  local 
bodies  by  carrying  this  measure.  Every  general- 
election  at  present  costs  from  £10,000  to 
£15,000,  and  we  are  going  to  put  that  ex- 
pense on  the  shoulders  of  the  local  bodies; 
and  probably  it  will  be  more,  for,  if  we 
double  the  size  of  the  rolls,  we  shall  need 
more  polling-booths.  I  know,  if  I  were  a 
member  of  the  forthcoming  Parliament,  I 
should  insist  upon  many  more  polling-booths 
being  opened  in  the  country  districts — that 
is,  provided  the  women  are  given  votes  and  it 
is  desired  that  they  should  exercise  them  intel- 
ligently. But  we  will  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  they  do  get  a  Committee  elected :  then  the 
Conunittees  will  be  elected  in  these  ceuntiy 
districts  principally  from  the  small  centres  of 
population.  Take  my  own  district,  for  ex- 
ample, or  that  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara,  in  whose  district  there  are  some 
seventy  hotels  scattered  over  a  very  large  area 
of  country ;  and  I  say,  suppose  Committees  are 
elected,  they  will  be  elected  from  the  small 
towns,  and,  necessarily,  seeing  that  the  revenue 
accrues  to  the  local  body  within  whose  bounds 
the  license  is  granted,  it  will  be  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  small  towns,  if  they  out  down 
licenses,  to  cut  them  down  in  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts, where,  I  suppose,  the  licensed  houses  are 
of  much  more  service  than  they  could  be  in  the 
small  tovms  themselves.  Sir,  I  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  the  extreme  temperance  party.  I 
am  not  a  prohibitionist  and  have  no  sympathy 
with  prohibitionists;  nor,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  I  any  sympathy  with  those  who  are  under 
the  control  of  the  licensing  interests.  I  think 
both  are  wrong,  and  I  think  that  in  trying 
to  avoid  one  evil  they  have  gone  to  another. 
In  trying  to  avoid  Scylla  they  are  likely  to 
be  engulfed  in  Charybdis.  I  am  pretty  cer- 
tain that  the  moderate  liquor-party  —  the 
respectable  hotelkeepers  of  the  colony — would 
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do  well  to  set  their  faces  against  the  passage 
of  this  measure;  and  for  this  reason:  If  the 
Act  is  found  to  be  inoperative,  then  there  will 
be  a  cry  raised  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  New  Zealand  which  will  compel 
the  incoming  Parliament  to  bring  in  a  new 
measure,  and  the  result  will  be  that  people  who 
keep  hotels  will  find  that  much  more  drastic 
and  far-reaching  reforms  will  be  insisted  upon 
by  the  newly  elected.  Sir,  I  think  the  liquor 
traffic  should  be  more  under  control  than  it  is 
at  the  present  time.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
present  Act  is  by  any  means  perfect,  but  until 
some  well-considered  and  more  beneficial  legis- 
lation is  passed  it  would  be  well  on  the  part 
of  this  House  to  content  itself  with  amend- 
ing clause  9  of  the  existing  Act,  which  would 
rule  (he  Sydenham  case  and  allow  the  people 
at  the  forthcoming  elections  to  express  an  opin- 
ion on  this  great  social  question.  I  think 
the  Government  would  da  well  even  now  to 
postpone  the  third  reading  of  this  measure 
until  such  time  as  we  see  the  result  of  the 
Bleotoral  Bill  in  another  Chamber,  and  then  I 
think  it  would  be  wise  to  relegate  the  whole 
question,  after  the  electorates  have  been  so  ex- 
tended, to  the  constituencies,  and,  after  mature 
consideration,  reflection,  and  investigation  in 
the  recess,  to  bring  down  such  a  measure  as 
would  to  some  extent  fulfil  the  promise  of  the 
Premier  that  he  would  bring  down  a  measure 
that  would  satisfy  both  sides.  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled, however  much  I  may  regret  it,  to  follow 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  into 
the  lobby  in  favour  of  reading  the  Bill  a  third 
time  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  FISH.— Sir,  it  would  be  very  difficult 
indeed,  I  think,  to  ascertain  from  the  very  wise 
remarks  we  have  just  listened  to  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  what  his 
views  on  the  licensing  question  really  are.  He 
has  gone  all  round  the  compass,  gone  through 
the  middle,  and  ended  nowhere.  His  contribu- 
tion to  this  important  question  is  neither  one 
thing  nor  another ;  as  we  have  heard  the  saying, 
it  is  **  neither  fish,  fiesh,  nor  good  red-herring." 
I,  for  one,  regret  that  the  honourable  member, 
in  the  closing  days  of  his  political  existence, 
should  rise  in  his  place  in  the  House  and  make 
such  a  sorry  exhibition  of  himself  with  regard 
to  tills  important  matter  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  just  done.  Still,  I  am  not  sur- 
prised at  his  speech,  beoause,  from  a  very 
extensive  acquaintance  with  the  honourable 
gentleman,  I  have  learned  to  rely  very  little 
upon  him.  He  is  one  day  here,  the  next  day 
somewhere  else,  and  the  third  day  he  is  ofi  at 
a  tangent.  Therefore  what  he  has  said  this 
afternoon  with  regard  to  what  he  intends  to  do 
respecting  this  Bill  does  not  surprise  me  one 
little  bit.  I  am  only  sorry  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should,  at  the  close  of  his 
political  existence,  have  committed  himself  to 
such  an  extraordinary  combination  of  odds  and 
ends  of  notions  as  he  has  just  favoured  this 
legislative  Chamber  with.  The  position  he 
takes  up  is  that  this  is  not  the  time  to  bring 
this  legislation  in.  If  this  is  not  the  time 
to  bring  in  legislation  of  this  kind,  when,  may 


I  ask,  is  that  time?  When  will  it  come?  When 
are  we  to  say,  "The  time  has  arrived"?  And 
the  honourable  gentleman  forgets  that  this 
question  was  not  brought  in  by  the  Govern- 
ment. The  inception  of  legislation  upon  it  was 
not  the  act  of  the  Goverimient,  but  the  ques- 
tion was  forced  upon  the  House  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua,  and  the  Govern- 
ment had  either  to  accept  the  extreme  views  of 
that  honourable  gentleman  or  bring  forward  a 
Bill  which  in  their  judgment  would  deal  more 
fairly  and  justly  to  both  parties.  And  yet  my 
honourable  friend  says  the  time  is  inoppor- 
tune. I  wonder  what  my  honourable  friend 
would  have  done  if  the  Local  Veto  Bill  or  the 
Liquor  Bill  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  had  been  passed  on  the  fioor  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Voted  against  them. 

Mr.  FISH.  — I  doubt,  myself,  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  have  done.  You 
cannot  teU.  From  what  he  has  told  us  to-day, 
I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  to  see  him 
voting  for  both  or  either  of  the  measures  re- 
ferred to,  and  not  voting  against  them.  This 
matter  has  been  forced  upon  the  House  and 
country,  and  through  no  volition  on  the  part 
of  the  Ministry;  the  question  is  here  because 
they  could  not  help  it.  Then,  forsooth,  we  are 
told  that  we  most  not  proceed  with  this  legisla- 
tion because  the  Electoral  Bill  is  in  the  other 
House,  and  that  we  ought  to  wait  to  see  the 
fate  of  that  Bill  before  we  legislate  in  this  direc- 
tion: What  does  the  honourable  gentleman 
mean  by  such  a  statement  as  that  ?  Are  we 
to  gather  from  that  that  if  the  women  get 
the  vote  he  will  not  vote  for  this  Bill,  but  that 
if  they  do  not  get  it  he  will?  He  gives  no 
reason  for  such  an  extraordinary  statement, 
but  simply  says,  **  Wait  till  the  Electoral  Bill 
is  through  the  other  House."  Now,  really,  that 
Bill  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  this  ques- 
tion. If  the  Upper  House  decides  by  a  ma- 
jority— ^which  I  sincerely  trust  in  the  interests 
of  the  country  it  will  not  do  —  that  women 
shall  vote,  then  they  have  every  right  to  vote 
upon  this  question.  There  is  no  valid  reason 
why  they  should  not  vote  on  this  as  upon  any 
other  question.  I  do  not  know  in  what  direc- 
tion their  vote  will  be  given,  but  I  believe  that 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  hundred  shriekers 
the  women's  vote  will  go  in  the  direction  of 
moderation  and,  above  all,  of  justice.  I  cannot 
see  the  connection  between  the  Electdral  Bill 
in  the  U^per  House  and  this  Bill  as  afiecting 
the  question  whether  we  should  pass  this  Bill 
or  not.  Then,  again,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's objections  are  manifold,  though  there 
is  nothing  solid  in  any  of  them.  He  tells  us 
that  he  objects  to  the  Bill  on  different  grounds 
from  those  given  by  the  other  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  against  the  third  reading.  He 
tells  us  that  the  Bill  will  take  away  all  the 
power  from  the  people  in  the  country  districts. 
Now,  could  any  rubbish  be  greater  than  such 
stufi  as  that?  How  does  this  Bill  take  greater 
power  away  from  these  or  any  other  districts 
than  the  Act  under  which  the  liquor  traffic  is 
administered  at  the  present  moment?    Polls 
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have  to  be  taken  under  that  Act,  and,  if  people 
would  not  come  to  the  poll  under  this  Bill,  they 
do  not  come  under  the  existing  Act ;  and  so 
that  objection  falls  to  the  ground.  And,  be- 
sides that,  if  people  in  a  large  district  such  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  represents  would 
not  come  to  the  poll  so  as  to  secure  that  a 
majority  of  the  votes  in  the  district  should  be 
recorded,  is  that  not  absolute  and  undeniable 

Sroof  that  the  people  of  that  district  are  satis- 
ed  with  things  as  they  are  ?  The  honourable 
gentleman's  reason  for  giving  a  vote  against 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  in  this  respect 
is  absolutely  and  utterly  shallow,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  insincere.    Then,  he  says  he  had  ez- 

feoted  the  Premier  to  fulfil  his  promise  and 
ring  in  a  Licensing  Bill  that  would  please  all 
parties.  I  would  ask  honourable  members 
who  heard  the  honourable  gentleman  speak 
on  this  question,  what  sort  of  Bill  must  it 
have  been  to  have  plestsed  the  honourable 
gentleman?  I  venture  to  say  that  not  only 
the  Premier  could  not,  but  no  other  person  in 
the  community  could  have  brought  in  a  Bill 
which  would  have  satisfied  that  honourable 
gentleman.  Then,  again,  we  were  told  that 
he  objects  to  the  large  expense  which  will 
be  thrown  upon  the  local  bodies  if  this 
Bill  passes.  Surely,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man forgets  the  statement  made  by  the  Pre- 
mier that,  if  it  is  found  that  the  expense 
is  greatly  in  excess  of  what  the  local  bodies 
have  to  bear  at  present,  he  will  provide  for 
that  next  year  on  tbe  estimates,  and  take  other 
steps  to  minimise  the  expenses  so  that  they 
shall  not  exceed,  or  shall  only  very  slightly 
exceed,  what  the  local  bodies  have  to  bear  at 
the  present  time.  He  told  us,  with  a  flourish 
of  trumpets  at  the  end  of  his  oration,  "  I  have 
no  sympathy  with  the  prohibition  party,  nor 
with  the  liquor  party."  In  the  name  of  for- 
tune, I  ask,  with  whom  and  with  what  has 
he  any  sympathy?  I  venture  to  say  that 
outside  the  circle  of  his  own  person  he  has 
very  little  indeed.  That  is  where  his  sympathy 
begins  and  ends.  I  have  had  considerable 
difficulty  in  making  up  my  mind  how  I  should 
vote  upon  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  for 
this  reason  :  that  it  does  not  go  far  enough  in  a 
liberal  direction  to  meet  my  views  with  regard 
to  what  I  think  is  justice  to  the  liquor  trade. 
I  do  not  think  myself  that  the  interests  of  that 
large  trade  should  be  imperilled  by  any  three- 
fiftids  majority  taken  at  a  poll :  in  point  of  fact, 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  wishes  even  of  a 
minority  of  the  people  should  be  controlled  by 
a  majority.  I  do  not  recognise,  and  will  not 
admit,  the  right  of  even  a  majority  to  say  to  me 
that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  buy  a  glass  of  liquor 
if  I  want  it.  There  are  in  other  respects 
clauses  of  the  BiU  which,  to  my  mind,  are 
illiberal  to  the  liquor  and  brewing  interests ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  advan- 
tages conferred  upon  the  trade  which  they  do 
not  possess  at  present.  Then,  again,  looking 
to  the  other  side  of  the  question,  distinctly  the 
Bill  provides  for  the  temperance  party  benefits 
from  their  point  of  view  which  they  have  never 
received  before.  And,  in  deciding  as  to  how  I 
Mr.  Fish 


should  vote  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  I 
have  balanced  the  two  things  together  and 
have  come  to  this  conclusion  :  that  on  the  one 
hand  it  gives  to  the  temperance  party  a  portion 
of  that  which  they  want,  and  it  gives  to  the 
liquor  party  a  little  more  security  than  they 
have  at  the  present  time ;  and,  although  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  Bill  from  the  point  of  view 
from  which  I  argue,  I  say  I  will  accept  this 
as  the  best  compromise  I  can  get  from  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  meantime.  That  is  the  posi- 
tion I  take  up,  and  it  would  distress  me  very 
little  indeed,  and  it  would  distress  very  little 
the  party  whose  champion  honourable  mem- 
bers, and  particularly  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua,  delight  to  say  I  am.  Of 
course,  when  he  says  that,  it  is  simply  for  a 
purpose.  I  am  the  champion  of  no  liquor 
party.  I  am  the  champion,  if  anything,  of 
honesty,  and  justice,  and  fair  dealing  between 
man  and  man;  and  the  continual  attempts 
which  have  been  made  to  destroy  vested  inter- 
ests,  simply  because  they  are  liquor  interests, 
skre  degrading  to  our  common  humanity.  Now, 
let  us  see  what  benefits  both  sides  receive 
from  this  Bill  that  they  do  not  at  present 
possess.  In  the  first  place,  the  temperance 
party  have  got  by  this  Bill  that  which  they 
have  been  hunting  for,  if  I  rightly  understand 
their  wishes,  for  a  long  time — ^that  is,  extended 
districts,  and  an  electoral  roll  instead  of  the 
ratepayers*  roll.  I  have  always  ai^ed  that 
the  ratepayers'  roll  was  a  most  unfair  one  for 
their  purpose,  inasmuch  as  the  interest  of 
the  ratepayers  is  not  in  the  direction  of  pre- 
venting any  reduction  of  licenses,  because  such 
reduction  will  involve  an  increase  of  rates. 
Now,  they  have  got  that,  and  I  say  if  they 
are  honest  in  their  profession  and  intention, 
and  sincere  in  the  protestations  they  have 
made  from  time  to  tmie  in  favour  of  an  en- 
largement of  the  districts,  they  should  hail 
this  measure  as  a  concession.  This  Bill  also 
does  another  thing  which  the  temperance  party 
has  been  clamouring  for  for  years — it  does  prac- 
tically give  the  power  of  veto  to  the  people. 
They  say.  Trust  the  people.  I  say,  distinctly,, 
that  this  Bill  confers  upon  the  people  the 
power,  if  they  are  with  the  temperance  party, 
within  six  months  of  the  present  day  to  say 
that  there  shall  not  be  another  publichouse  in 
the  whole  of  New  Zealand.  What  more  do 
they  want  than  that  if  they  are  honest  people  ? 
Do  they  want  spoliation,  robbery,  and  confisca- 
tion? If  you  asked  them  that,  as  applied  to 
anything  other  than  the  liquor  traffic,  they 
would  repudiate  it  with  scorn.  But  what  do 
they  want  more,  having  the  power  to  do  all  the 
things  I  have  just  spoken  of  ?  Have  they  not 
said,  over  and  over  again,  **  Give  us  the  veto, 
and  we  want  nothing  else  ;  we  have  got  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  with  us ;  only  give  us  the 
power  to  say  at  the  polls  that  the  drink  traffic 
shall  cease  "  ?  I  say  this  Bill  does  give  them 
the  power  of  veto,  and  yet  they  are  not  satis- 
fied. And  why  are  they  not  satisfied  ?  They 
know  that  the  majority  of  the  people  are  not 
with  them.  They  know  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  colony,  if  polled  to-morrow,  will 
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not  vote  for  the  total  suppression  of  the  sale  of 
drink.  And  yet  that  party,  with  the  greatest 
dishonesty — ^for  it  is  ahsolute  dishonesty — seek 
to  attain  their  end  not  by  means  of  a  majority, 
Init  by  actually  a  minority  of  the  electors  of 
the  colony.  Why,  if  they  were  sincere,  if  they 
ware  confident  of  their  strength,  would  they 
object  to  the  decision  of  a  majority,  as  giv^n 
under  this  Bill,  of  those  on  the  roll  ?  Certainly 
not.  Let  me  ask  this  question :  Would  it  be 
fittings  would  it  be  wise,  or  just,  or  proper, 
to  extinguish  the  whole  liquor  traffic  in  the 
colony  unless  you  got  an  absolute  majority  of 
the  people  who  were  qualified  and  had  a  right 
to  TOte?  I  say,  distinctly  not.  We  are  told 
that  under  this  fiill  no  poU  will  be  held— that  is 
to  say,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  so  large 
a  number  of  electors  to  vote  as  wul  comprise 
a  majority  of  those  on  the  roll.  It  is  silly  to 
talk  like  that;  it  is  absolute  folly,  and  I  will 
say  why.  It  is  said  that  the  liquor  party  will 
refrain  from  bringing  their  friends  to  the  poll, 
that  they  will  induce  them  to  abstain  from 
voting,  so  that  there  will  not  be  a  majority  of 
the  electors  voting,  and  therefore  there  will 
be  no  poll.  Just  consider  for  a  moment,  and 
call  in  the  aid  of  common-sense  and  reason. 
Will  they  not  at  once  see  that  it  would  be  a 
fearful  risk  that  the  brewing  interests  would 
ran  if  they  prevented  their  friends  going  to  the 
poll  ?  I  say,  in  the  face  of  that,  they  would 
never  dare  to  attempt  it.  I  venture  to  say 
we  shall  very  soon,  if  this  Bill  passes,  be  able 
to  test  the  correctness  of  my  words.  I  venture 
to  say  that  not  in  one  of  the  large  centres  of 
population  in  the  colony  will  there  be  a  void 
poll.  What  other  boon  do  the  temperance 
purty  get  under  this  Bill  ?  Do  they  not  get  the 
boon  of  being  able  to  reduce  the  number  of 
Hoenses?  And  if  they  were  resJly  sincere 
temperance  reformers  they  would  gradually 
reform,  with  the  view  ultimately  of  obliterating 
the  traffic  which  they  think  so  pernicious.  If 
they  were  reasonable,  would  they  not  rather 
have  a  reduction  in  the  traffic  than  try  by  im- 
proper means  to  totally  extinguish  the  traffic 
at  once  ?  If  they  were  honest  and  sincere  they 
would  jump  at  the  power  given  them  under 
this  Bill,  which  insures  to  them,  under  certain 
conditions,  a  great  reduction  in  the  number  of 
licenses.  But  no ;  that  does  not  suit  them ; 
they  must  have  the  whole  loaf  or  nothing ;  and 
I  Tenture  to  say  this :  that,  in  seeking  the  im- 
possible, they  run  a  large  chance  of  losing  that 
which  is  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  and 
probability.  Can  it  be  said  truly  that  those 
who  advocate,  and  sincerely  advocate,  a  great 
zefonn  —  I  care  not  of  what  character  it  is 
— can  it  be  truly  said  that  they  are  sincere 
while  they  refuse  to  accept  a  fraction  of  reform 
nnless  they  get  the  whole  of  what  they  desire  ? 
What  does  this  Bill  give  them  the  power  to  do 
in  this  respect  ?  I  say  it  is  extremely  perilous 
to  the  liquor  trade.  Not  only  have  they  got 
the  power  to  say,  in  answer  to  one  question,  that 
there  shall  be  a  reduction  of  licenses,  but  if  the 
votes  of  those  who  poll  for  prohibition  and  those 
vrbo  poll  for  a  reduction — if  the  votes  of  those 
two  Mded  together  make  a  majority  of  the  votes 
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polled,  then  a  reduction  in  the  licenses  will 
take  place.  We  shall  find  in  the  large  cities 
that  a  majority  will  vote  for  a  reduction  of  the 
licenses,  and  we  shall  see  that  which  all  mode- 
rate men  —  myself  amongst  the  number  — 
have  wished  to  see  for  many  years  past,  and 
which  we  have  been  prevented  from  getting  by 
the  extreme  action  of  the  prohibitionists :  we 
shall  see  a  reduction  of  the  licenses  in  the  large 
cities.  I  consider  that  these  things  I  have 
mentioned  are  amongst  the  boons  given  to  the 
temperance  party — boons  which  I  venture  to 
say,  unless  they  accept  at  the  present  time, 
they  run  the  risk  of  not  getting  for  years. 
They  may  say  that  the  elections  are  going 
to  have  a  great  influence  upon  the  future. 
Putting  on  one  side  the  women's  vote,  upon 
which  these  weaklings  rely  so  much — putting 
that  on  one  side,  I  venture  to  tell  them  this : 
If  we  went  to  the  country  on  total  prohibition 
verstM  moderation  the  poll  would  be  about  three 
to  ten ;  and,  if  it  is  to  be  a  test  question,  there 
is  no  one  in  this  Chamber  who  would  more 
gladly  haU  it  at  the  next  election  than  I.  I 
shall  hail  with  the  greatest  delight  a  test  ques- 
tion of  total  prohibition  versus  moderation. 
Let  us  have  a  fair  fight  for  it,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  these  gentlemen  who  desire  spoliation, 
confiscation,  and  robbery  of  their  fellow-men 
will  go  where  they  ought  to  go— to  the  wall,  and 
their  names  will  be  known  no  more  in  parlia- 
mentary history.  I  should  look  with  delight  at 
the  prospect  of  a  fight  on  those  lines.  Whether 
this  Bill  is  passed  or  not,  the  intemperate  tem- 
perance party  will  not  be  satisfied ;  they  will 
raise  the  question  at  the  next  election :  and  let 
them  do  it,  and  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  them. 
Let  them  try  it,  Sir.  And  now,  what  are  the 
gains  offered  to  the  trade  by  this  Bill  ?  The 
gains  of  the  trade  are,  first,  security  of  tenure 
for  three  years :  that  is  to  say,  if  it  is  decided 
at  the  poll  in  this  way,  then  the  man  who  con- 
ducts his  house  properly  has  the  certain  know- 
ledge that  so  long  as  he  does  so  he  will  have 
security  of  tenure  at  any  rate  for  three  years. 
Is  there  anything  wrong,  is  there  anything  un- 
just, in  that,  or  is  there  anything  cruel  in  that? 

An  Hon.  MsifBEB. — Yes. 

Mr.  FISH.— "Yes,"  my  honourable  friend 
says.  I  wish  the  honourable  members  who  talk 
so  glibly  in  this  direction  had  a  few  hundreds  or 
a  few  thousands  of  their  own  to  lose.  Bat  the 
&M3t  of  the  matter  is  that  they  have  not  got  a 
shilling  to  jingle  on  a  tombstone,  and,  that 
being  the  case,  they  are  utterly  careless  of  other 
men's  property,  other  men's  money,  and  other 
men's  wealth,  gained  by  honest  industry,  and 
who  are  as  honest  and  sincere  as  they  are.  Yet 
the  property  of  other  people  is  to  be  shattered 
at  a  blow,  simply  because  these  sapient  tem- 
perance reformers  say,  "We  will  it."  Why, 
Sir,  there  is  no  honourable  gentleman,  no  man 
who  has  got  a  stake  in  the  country  or  anything 
at  all  to  lose,  but  wants  to  see  some  security 
for  the  rights  of  property ;  and  yet  they  would 
vote  for  such  a  proposition  as  this  without  a 
blush  of  shame  coming  to  their  cheek. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— We  always  pay  twenty 
shillings  in  the  pound,  at  any  rate. 
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Mr.  FISH. — It  does  not  matter  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  says,  because  he  gene- 
rally is  guilty  of  some  impropriety  of  speech, 
and  it  is  far  better  that  the  BLoose  should  not 
hear  his  remarks.  I  sa^,  then,  the  trade  has 
the  security  that  there  will  not  be  a  wholesale 
destruction  of  their  interests  in  the  event  of  a 
Committee  being  elected  who  have  strong  tem- 
perance opinions,  because,  if  a  Committee  of 
that  kind  are  elected  now,  they  are  restrained 
by  law  from  going  beyond  a  certain  point. 
That  is  to  say,  they  cannot  reduce  the  licenses 
during  their  period  of  election  bv  a  greater 
number  than  25  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  That 
is  another  gain  to  the  trade.  The  gain  is  a 
slight  one,  I  admit,  but  still  it  is  a  gain.  The 
gains  that  the  trade  has  got  as  against  the 
great  gain  that  the  temperance  party  has  got 
ought,  I  say,  to  cause  the  temperance  party  to 
hail  this  measure  with  the  greatest  delight. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  cannot  say,  look- 
ing at  the  matter  fiom  a  hotelkeeper's  point  of 
view,  that  it  matters  very  much  to  them 
whether  the  Bill  passes  or  not.  In  one  respect 
it  is  a  little  improvement  on  what  they  have 
got  at  present ;  but  they  lose  more  than  what 
they  get,  and  what  they  lose  is  gained  by  the 
temperance  party.  And  I  say,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that,  in  dealing  with  the  matter 
at  all,  if  I  were  with  them,  and  could  possibly 
recognise  the  rights  of  the  so-called  temper- 
ance party,  I  should  say,  **  Give  us  this  amount 
and  we  will  try  to  get  more  by-and-by,"  and 
I  certainly  should  be  glad  to  take  what  is 
given  by  this  Bill.  Then,  there  is  another 
thing.  If  the  temperance  party  really  desire 
reform  and  not  annihilation  of  the  liquor  trade, 
they  will  be  pleased  to  see  the  clause  in 
the  Bill  that  makes  the  house  liable  for  the 
conduct  of  the  licensee.  By  means  of  this 
clause  the  interest  of  the  landlord  is  brought 
into  play  as  well  as  that  of  the  licensee,  and 
the  result  of  the  clause  will  be  that  the  owners 
of  property  will  in  the  future  see  that  the  men 
they  put  into  their  houses  are  men  of  good  re- 
pute, who  are  likely  to  carry  out  the  law,  and 
to  conduct  the  business  respectably.  Is  not 
this  a  gain  in  the  interests  of  propriety  and 
morality  from  the  point  of  view  of  temperance  ? 
Surely  it  must  be  conceded  that  it  is ;  and  I, 
for  one,  ranging  myself  as  a  moderate,  am  glad 
to  see  that  this  clause  is  in  the  Bill.  Yes,  Sir ; 
because,  in  common  with  other  people,  I  desire 
to  see  the  trade  elevated,  but  not  annihilated. 
Then,  again,  why  should  there  be  an  attempt 
made  at  this  late  period  to  deal  in  a  difierent 
way  with  this  Bill  from  the  way  in  which  we 
deal  with  other  Bills  when  they  come  up  for 
their  third  reading  ?  It  has  been  fought  inch 
by  inch,  and  debated  ad  nauseam  in  Com- 
mittee. That  being  so,  and  the  ap^pai'ent  mind 
of  the  House  having  been  obtained  on  the 
matter,  why  should  there  be  an  attempt  made 
at  this  late  period  to  have  the  Bill  thrown 
out  altogether?  Why,  if  those  honourable 
gentlemen  were  in  a  sufficient  majority  to  do 
this,  I  say,  then,  they  ought  to  have  gone 
against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  when 
it  was  before  the  House.    Now,  however,  after 


having  allowed  the  second  reading  to  PMb> 
after  having  allowed  the  Bill  to  get  into  Com- 
mittee, and  after  having  allowed  an  exhaustive 
debate  to  take  place  upon  it,  and  when  the 
Bill  has  safely  emerged  from  Committee,  they 
turn  round  and  say,  "  We  will  have  another 
fling  at  this  Bill,  and  we  will  throw  it  out." 
What  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  are 
supporters  of  the  Government  can  think  ol 
themselves  in  voting  against  this  measure,  I 
do  not  know.  I  well  recollect  that,  at  the 
time  when  I  thought  fit  to  fight  the  honourable 
gentlemen  on  those  benches,  some  vexy  hard 
things  were  said  to  me  for  so  doing.  But  I 
did  what  was  the  proper  thing  to  do  under 
the  circumstances — I  left  the  party  at  once  ; 
but  I  have  never  voted  against  the  principles 
that  I  advocated  on  the  hustings  when  I  waa 
elected.  I  did  not  stay  in  the  Ministerial 
ranks,  and  from  day  to  day  nag  and  na^  and 
nag  at  them.  I  boldly  said  I  would  go  over  to 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  endeavour 
to  form  what  in  future  would  become  a  great 
Liberal  party.  Well,  that  party  has  not  pro- 
spered to  the  extent  I  anticipated,  but,  still, 
I  think  the  time  will  come  ultimately  when 
it  will  not  be  left  to  one  person  to  maintain 
the  reputation  of  the  party. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Where  will  it  be  in  the 
next  election? 

Mr.  FISH.—"  Where  will  that  party  be  in  the 
next  election  ?  "  It  will  be  all  right,  as  yon 
will  find.  Now,  it  is  very  imfortunate  that  the 
throat  of  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua  should  be  affected  to-day.  Well,  Sir,  I  did 
hear  some  time  ago,  when  I  was  unfortunate 
enough  to  come  to  the  House  with  a  bad  throat, 
some  honourable  members  say,  **  We  are  not 
sorry ;  we  are  tired  of  so  much  talking  '*;  and  I 
venture  to  say,  in  regard  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua,  that,  if  the  fact  of  his 
having  a  bad  throat  to-day,  which  would  inter- 
fere with  his  speaking,  has  prevented  our  reoeiv- 
ing  from  him  the  very  long  oration  which  we 
otherwise  should  have  had,  we  must  be  thank- 
ful. The  honourable  gentleman  did  not  to- 
day, I  am  bound  to  say,  evolve  the  obstructive 
tactics  that  he  did  in  Committee  on  the  Bill. 
I  have  been  very  unjustly  charged  from  time 
to  time  with  obstruction,  so  that  I  must  say 
this:  that  during  my  nine  years  of  parlia- 
mentary experience  I  never  saw  obstruction  of 
such  a  determined  character  as  took  place  in 
Committee  on  this  Bill;  I  am  bound  also  to 
say  that  I  never  saw  obstruction  of  so  utterly 
senseless  a  character.  And.  what  did  we  find. 
Sir  ?  We  found  the  Ministerial  morning  jour- 
nal the  next  day  lauding  up  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  the  bold  and  manly  and  vigorous 
stand  that  gentleman  had  made  in  defending  & 
great  principle.  We  found  that  newspaper 
eulogizing  and  praising  up  the  honouraJilo 
gentleman  in  this  fulsome  and  adulatory  man- 
ner. I  venture  to  say  this:  that  had  myself 
or  any  other  humble  member  of  the  House 
ventured  to  obstruct  its  business  in  the  shame* 
less  way  in  which  the  honourable  gentlemaiiL 
did  obstruct  this  Bill  in  Committee  it  would 
have  been  heralded  all  over  the  colony,  frmk 
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the  Press  gallery  ajid  by  the  Press  minions, 
thftt  there  was  obstruction  of  the  most  dis- 
giaceful  character  by  Mr.  So-and-so.  But 
not  so  with  the  honourable  member  for  loa- 
ngahua.  When  I  saw  this  fulsome  notice 
in  the  New  Zealand  Times  I  was  amazed.  I 
said,  *'  Surely  it  cannot  be  that  the  Ministerial 
journal  has  sacrificed  all  that  is  fair  and  just, 
and  has  given  up  all  right  dealing,  except 
for  some  very  powerful  reason."  I  therefore 
sought  about  for  this  reason,  and  I  looked  over 
the  share-list  of  the  company,  and  I  there 
found  the  reason  for  their  bowing  down  to  the 
prophets  of  Baal  in  this  way.  I  found  that 
the  name  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
down  for  one  thousand  shares  in  this  un- 
Icnrtunate  company.  As  in  all  probability  the 
proprietors  and  the  stofi,  very  shrewdly,  knew 
that  the  unfortunate  gentleman  will  lose  every 
shilling  of  his  money,  they  said  to  themselves 
the  least  thing  they  could  do  was  to  give  him 
ft  little  praise  when  they  got  the  opportunity, 
although  it  was  for  doing  a  very  improper 
thing.  I  do.  not  grudge  the  honourable  gentle- 
man the  flattery  that  has  been  bestowed  upon 
him,  for  the  country  will  recognise  what  he 
did  on  this  occasion,  and  the  country  will  say 
with  one  loud  voice  that  obstruction  of  the 
most  reprehensible  character  was  indulged  in 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  on  that  occasion. 
Fancy  a  member  of  this  House,  with  majorities 
of  fifty-three  to  ten  and  fifty  to  fourteen  against 
him,  from  time  to  time  causing  the  division- 
bells  to  be  rung,  and  weary  members  to  troop 
across  the  floor  of  the  House  to  give  their  votes 
for  that  in  respect  of  which  he  knew  before  he 
called  for  the  division  there  must  be  an  assured 
majority  against  him  I  Such  trifling  with  the 
dignity  of  Parliament  I  have  never  seen.  And 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  be  judged  not 
90  mach  by  the  fact  that  he  was  obstructive 
to  the  last  degree  as  by  the  fact  of  the  posi- 
tions he  has  occupied  in  this  colony.  He  will 
be  judged  by  what  is  expected  of  him,  and 
he  will  be  judged  also  from  the  presumptuous 
position  he  takes  up  in  this  Assembly  on  every 
occasion.  The  honourable  gentleman  again 
to-day  assumed  a  sublime  height  of  superiority  ^ 
to  the  opinion  of  the  House,  and  more  than  one 
sneer  was  levelled  at  those  whom  he  on  every 
occasion  designates  as  obstructive  to  the  pro- 
per business  of  Parliament.  As  the  New  Zea- 
land Times  has  given  the  honourable  gentleman 
great  praise  for  what  he  did,  I  suppose  they 
must  be  right,  and  that  we  must  be  wrong. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said,  '*  What  is  this 
Bill?  It  is  conceived  in  the  interests  of  the 
trade."  Now,  I  think  I  have  stated  sufficient 
to-night  to  show  that  this  Bill  is  not  con- 
ceived in  the  interests  of  the  trade.  Whilst 
it  is  a  little  better— and  I  admit  that  it  is  a 
little  better,  but  only  a  little — than  the  present 
law,  yet  it  is  far  less  better  for  them  tnan  for 
the  temperance  people,  whose  champion  the 
honourable  gentleman  professes  to  be.  Then, 
he  has  heard  that  the  possible  passage  of  this 
Bill  has  already  raised  the  value  of  hotel  pro- 
perty. If  that  be  so  I  am  delighted  to  hear  it, 
and  80  ought  every  member  of  the  House  to  be 


delighted  to  hear  that  any  legislation  that  is 
pdsssed  has  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
value  of  property  that  hitherto,  owing  to  the 
rabid  attempts  made  by  the  ezteme  section  ol 
prohibitionists,  had  become  reduced  in  value 
far  and  far  below  the  real  worth  of  the  property. 
It  is  a  cheering  thing,  indeed,  and  says  volumes 
for  the  Government,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's statement  made  to-day  is  a  correct 
one.  Then,  he  says  he  cannot  understand  how 
so  many  members  of  this  House  pledged 
to  local  option  can  vote  for  the  third  readmg 
of  this  Bill.  I  venture  to  say,  in  the  fij»t 
place,  that  there  is  a  considerable  minority  of 
members  in  this  House  who  are  not  pledged  to 
local  option  at  aU,  and  I  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  show  —  which  he  has  utterly 
failed  to  do — how  they  would  be  acting  incon- 
sistently by  voting  for  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill.  Why,  they  had  local  option  before,  they 
have  local  option  now;  and  here  they  have 
the  power  of  the  veto  —  the  thing  they  have 
been  asking  for  for  years.  So  how  any  honour- 
able member  can  be  called  inconsistent  for 
voting  in  favour  of  this  Bill  I  cannot  under- 
stand. The  honourable  gentleman,  in  his 
most  tragic  and  serious  style,  with  a  tremor 
in  his  voice,  said,  "  I  ask  the  members  to 
pause  before  they  pass  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill.  Let  them  put  it  to  the  constituencies  ; 
let  it  go  before  the  people ;  let  them  vote  on 
this  important  change."  Again,  he  said,  **I 
ask  this  House  to  pause  before  reading  this 
Bill."  Sir,  how  often  have  I  made  an  appeal  to 
honourable  members  like  himself — the  same 
appeal  with  regard  to  the  woman's  franchise  I 
— and  how  was  my  appeal  answered  by  those 
honourable  members  who  were  in  favour  of 
that  measure  ?  They  would  listen  to  no  request 
that  the  question  of  the  woman's  franchise 
should  be  referred  to  the  constituencies  before 
it  was  brought  into  operation ;  and  surely  there 
is  no  member  in  this  House  but  will  admit 
that  the  admission  of  women  to  the  fran- 
chise is  a  far  more  important  step,  and  may 
be  far  more  serious  and  far-reaching  in  its 
effects,  than  this  question  of  the  liquor  traffic. 
But  I  could  get  no  concession.  Is  it  not  proof 
of  the  real  inconsistency  that  always  clings 
to  persons  who  are  extreme  in  their  views  ? — 
but  more  particularly  is  this  conspicuous  with 
those  who  have  extreme  views  with  regard 
to  the  liquor  question.  I  number  among  my 
friends  and  supporters  in  Dunedin  a  consider- 
able number  of  men  who  are,  from  conviction, 
abstainers  from  the  use  of  intoxicants,  and  I 
shall  get  their  votes  at  the  next  election.  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  and  I  teU  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  and  those 
who  hang  upon  the  tails  of  his  skirt,  that  it  is 
only  a  very  considerable  minority  of  the  tem- 
perance party  that  believe  in  the  extreme 
views  he  has  put  before  this  House ;  and  the 
views  of  the  temperance  people  of  New  Zea- 
land are  not  in  accordance  with  those  of  that 
honourable  gentleman.  I  say,  distinctly,  the 
temperance  people,  as  a  whole,  are  not  with 
the  honourable  gentleman;  and  nothing  can 
more  plainly  show  that  fact  than  what  took 
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place  in  our  Parliamentary  Union  in  Dunedin 
a  few  days  ago  when  the  question  of  this  Bill 
was  brought  up,  debated,  and  discussed,  and 
a  vote  was  taken  on  it.  The  vote  of  almost 
every  man  of  what  we  might  call  the  tem- 
perance party  was  taken  on  that  occsbsion ;  and 
what  was  the  result  ?  A  large  minority  voted 
in  favour  of  this  Bill ;  and  that  proves  the  truth 
of  what  I  say— that  the  great  mass  of  the  tem- 
perance party  are  not  with  the  extremists,  as 
represented  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua.  The  honourable  gentleman  asked, 
**  What  control  does  the  Bill  give  to  the  people  ?" 
and  he  also  said,  "Is  this  House  to  go  back  on 
Liberalism?"  Well,  Sir,  I  have  already  shown 
that  this  Bill  is  giving  a  considerable  amount 
of  control  to  the  people  which  they  have  not 
enjoyed,  and  that  it  goes  a  long  way  in  the 
direction  he  wishes  ;  and,  if  we  and  this  House 
are  to  be  told  that  we  are  going  back  on 
Liberalism  when  we  legislate  in  the  direction 
of  protecting  the  people's  property,  the  people's 
vested  rights,  and  the  people's  interests  —  if 
this  be  going  back  on  Liberalism,  then,  1  say, 
the  sooner  this  House  becomes  Conservative 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  Colony  of  New  Zea- 
land. I  have  already  dealt  with  the  statement 
that  under  this  Bill  the  parties  interested  in 
the  liquor  traffic  would  not  vote.  I  am  sure 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  mistaken  in  that. 
The  interests  of  the  liquor  trade  wbuld  be  so 
imperilled  by  the  attempts  that  would  be 
made  to  interfere  with  it  that  they  would  not 
dare  to  risk  not  recording  their  votes.  The 
incentive  of  self-interest  will  compel  them  to 
poll  as  many  votes  as  they  can.  In  conclusion, 
I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  words  in  regard  to  the 
position  taken  up  by  the  leader  of  che  Opposi- 
tion. I  agree  with  almost  every  word  he  said 
with  regard  to  his  ideas  on  the  liquor  traffic ; 
but,  if  I  understood  him  aright,  he  said  he  wa^ 
going  to  vote  against  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill :  if  so,  I  cannot  understand  what  he  means 
by  giving  utterence  to  the  expressions  he  did. 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  was  opposed 
to  coercive  measures  of  this  kind — that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  attempt  maxle  to  tyrannize  over 
the  licensed  victuallers  ahd  the  trade.  To 
that  extent  I  agree  with  him  ;  but  that  is  no 
reason  why  he  should  refuse  to  vote  for  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man must  know  that  he  has  got  to  accept  the 
inevitable — that  there  is  to  be  some  change  in 
the  liquor  laws — in  the  laws  relating  to  the 
control  of  the  liquor  traffic;  therefore,  if  he 
knows  that,  he  can  hardly  hope  that  a  Bill 
more  favourable  for  the  trade  than  the  law  on 
the  statute-book  will  be  passed;  and  if  this 
Bill  before  the  House  serves  to  give  to  that 
trade  any  better  security — no  matter  how  little 
— than  they  at  present  hold,  then,  I  say,  with 
the  greatest  respect,  that,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  wishes  to  be  consistent,  he  must 
vote  for  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  am 
now  making  the  same  remarks  I  made  to  the 
Qood  Templars — it  is  folly  to  refuse  to  accept 
part  of  a  loaf  because  you  cannot  get  the 
whole,  and  this  Bill  does  give  some  little  better 
security  to  the  hotelkeepers,  and  I  think  we 
Mr.  Fish 


should  accept  it  on  this  ground,  and  also  on 
the  ground  chat  it  is  a  reform  to  some  extent 
in  the  direction  which  the  temperance  party  of 
this  colony  have  been  advocating.  Before  I  sit 
down  I  desire  once  more  to  express  my  sincere 
admiration  not  only  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  Government  have  drafted  this  Bill,  not  only 
at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  grappled 
with  a  most  complicated  question,  not  only  at 
the  desire  that  they  have  evidently  shown 
to  endeavour  to  please  the  inoderate  section 
of  the  community,  but  also  at  the  masterful 
way  in  which  the  Premier  has  carried  this 
Bill  throueh  Committee.  I  shall  not  be  ac- 
cused of  flimkyism  or  toadyism  when  I  say  I 
never  knew  so  difficult  a  question  dealt  with 
more  happily  or  with  greater  skill  than  has 
been  done  in  this  case.  In  conclusion,  I  may 
say  that  I  do  not  feel  satisfied  with  the 
Bill ;  it  is  not  what  I  should  have  liked  to  see  ; 
but,  in  order  to  remove  this  burning  question  as 
far  as  we  can  from  the  arena  of  politics  in  the 
next  election,  I  am  constrained  to  give  my 
vote,  though  not  with  absolute  ease,  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— In  the  few  minutes  which 
are  now  at  my  disposal — it  being  near  the 
dinner  adjournment — I  should  like  to  briefly 
explain  the  views  I  hold  in  connection  with 
this  matter.  I  earnestly  desire  to  see  a  redac- 
tion made  in  the  number  of  publichouses.  I 
should  like  to  see  that  number  made  not  to 
exceed  the  requirements  of  the  country.  But 
I  do  not  recognise  that  prohibition  is  possible 
in  this  generation.  I  regret  exceedingly  that 
people  who  desire  temperance  should  lose  the 
assistance  of  those  who  will  go  the  length  of 
insisting  on  prohibition.  This  Bill  does  not 
bring  about  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  it 
effects  one  reform  in  the  licensing-law  which 
I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  supporting,  and 
will  presently  refer  to.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man  who  moved  the  amendment  would  not 
assist  to  get  the  majority  of  three-fifths  I  pro- 
posed in  subsection  (2)  of  clause  15.  I  desired 
to  have  some  fair  margin  allowed,  and,  unable 
to  get  this  otherwise,  I  felt  compelled  to  vote 
for  that  clause  which  provides  for  a  majority 
at  the  poll.  'I  exceedingly  regret  this,  as  the 
operation  of  that  clause  will  be  that'we  shall 
not  get  houses  closed  under  this  Act,  and  I  feel 
sure  the  Committees  will  bo  largely  chosen  in 
the  interests  of  the  liquor  party.  Therefore  I 
am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  this  Bill.  But  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  and  others 
would  not  render  assistance  to  get  a  better- 
basis,  and  upon  them  must  rest  the  blame.  I 
am  going  to  vote  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill,  because  I  recognise  that  the  principle  of 
local  option  is  much  further  advanced.  On  a 
previous  occasion  I  expressed  my  views  as  to- 
the  indirect  influence  that  this  Bill  will  have* 
on  the  good  conduct  of  licensed  houses.  Public 
opinion  will  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  conduct 
of  these  houses  through  this  triennial  appeal 
to  the  electors ;  and  that  is  a  good  principle  in 
the  Bill.  I  recognise  also  as  important  that- 
there  is  a  responsibility  now  thrown  upon  th» 
ground  landlord  which'  will  prevent  the  degra* 
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dation  to  which  certain  houses  have  sunk — 
**  tied  houses/'  held  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
selling  as  much  drink  as  they  possibly  can. 
Into  some  of  these  houses  men  with  very  little 
capital  and  often  with  less  character  are  put. 
By  the  Bill  as  introduced  by  the  Government, 
and  more  especially  by  the  amendment  of 
the  hon3urable  member  for  Heathcote,  the 
indorsements  in  future  are  to  be  held  against 
the  house,  not  against  the  licensee;  and  it 
will  become  an  absolute  necessity  for  the 
ground  landlord  to  see  that  he  has  a  class  of 
tenant  that  will  conduct  his  house  in  a  proper 
manner,  otherwise  his  property  is  sacrificed. 
He  is  the  man  who  hitherto  has  reaped  the 
main  profits,  and  is  now  made  responsible. 
Under  the  present  law,  upon  a  couple  of  in- 
dorsements upon  the  license  the  tenant  is 
turned  oat,  and  another  man  of  the  same 
class  and  character  takes  his  place.  But 
under  this  Bill  the  ground  landlord  will  have 
to  see  that  he  gets  a  responsible  and  respect- 
able man  to  conduct  his  house  in  accordance 
with  the  law  and  without  this  outrage  to  public 
opinion.  Believing  that  much  is  gained  m  the 
cause  of  temperance  under  this  Bill,  and  as  I 
understand  this  is  not  to  be  a  party  question, 
I  feel  bound  to  support  the  Government  in  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TANNER.— The  fact  of  our  whole 
licensing  system  being  under  discussion  in  the 
Bill  now  before  us  for  its  third  reading  seems 
to  me  to  make  it  a  subject  too  large  to  be 
lightly  disposed  of,  and  I  feel  I  shall  be  justi- 
fied in  touching  upon  a  few  salient  points  of 
the  measure  in  a  few  very  brief  remarks.  I 
recognise  at  once  that,  in  dealing  as  we. deal 
now  with  this  licensing  question,  we  touch 
what  is  a  vast  public  convenience,  and  yet — 
paradoxical  though  it  may  appear — an  insti- 
tution which  is  the  source  of  some,  and  the 
nursery  of  many  other,  of  the  social  evils  that 
permeate  society  in  this  colony.  It  has  been 
placed  under  public  control  in  the  past  only  to 
a  partial  extent  by  the  Licensing  Act  of  1881. 
I  think  that  the  twelve  years*  experience  which 
the  colony  has  had  of  that  measure  is  sufficient 
to  show  that  it  has  worked  fairly  well,  and  that 
at  the  present  time,  in  spite  of  the  stir  that  has 
been  raised  on  the  question  during  the  present 
year,  that  statute  only  requires  a  moderate 
amount  of  amendment.  It  appears  to  me 
that  several  evils  have  displayed  themselves 
under  the  present  system;  and  one  of  them 
is  undoubtedly  the  process  of  subdividing 
the  licensing  districts,  which  places  it  in 
the  power  of  a  few  people  to  initiate  a  sys- 
tem of  persecution  which  in  certain  localities 
aJmost  amounts  to  social  warfare.  I  depre- 
cate that  in  the  highest  degree,  and  it  is  for 
that  reason  I  voted  for  the  abolition  of  the  ex- 
isting licensing  districts.  Another  evil  which 
has  been  developed,  and  for  which,  I  take  it, 
the  Government  are  responsible, — I  do  not  speak 
of  this  Government,  but  of  every  Government 
that  has  been  in  office  since  1881, — is  the  noto- 
rious laxity  with  which  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1881  have  been  administered.  Com- 
plaints have  been  so  general  that  it  is  needless 


to  go  into  that  matter  now,  and  the  fact  is 
very  well  known.  If  we  required  absolutd 
proof  of  this  assertion  it  would  be  found  in 
the  statement  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay — himself  for  years  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  Police  Department— 
when  he  stated  in  the  House  that  he  knew 
that  violations  of  the  Act  were  being  carried 
out  in  so  unconcealed  a  manner  —  and  the 
men  who  were  paid  by  the  State  to  see  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  were  enforced  were  by 
no  means  held  guiltless— that  he  was  compelled 
to  notify  his  officers  on  the  West  Coast  that  ho 
would  have  to  remove  them  from  their  positions 
if  they  did  not  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law 
more  strictly.  There  could  be  no  more  telling 
argument  than  those  words  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  I  have  referred  to.  Such  a  state  of 
things  could  only  cover  our  administration  with 
discredit.  And  there  is  another  element  which 
ought  to  be  considered.  There  has  been  during 
the  last  ten  or  a  dozen  years  a  distinct  growth 
of  public  feeling  in  the  colony  in  the  direction 
of  a  higher  and  purer  social  life.  There  are  a 
large  number  of  our  people  who  are  not  pro* 
hibitionists,  men  who  are  not  oven  abstainers, 
who  have  done  excellent  work  during  the  last 
decade,  and  who  know  that  if  the  Licensing 
Act  as  it  now  stands  had  been  properly 
administered  the  efforts  of  those  who  have 
been  working  in  the  interests  of  the  indus^ 
trial  classes  would  have  been  greatly  strength- 
ened. They  feel,  and  justly  so,  that  what  we 
have  required  has  been  firmness  in  adminis^ 
tering  the  existing  law  more  than  a  multipli^ 
city  of  legal  enactments.  These  men  have  been 
met  with  such  a  check  in  their  efforts  for  social 
reform  by  the  legal  decision  in  the  Sydenham 
oase  that  it  has  been  the  means  of  throwing 
open  before  the  public  of  the  colony  the  entire 
licensing  question.  This  incident  has  given 
them  an  opportunity  to  cry  out  against  the 
faulty  state  of  the  law ;  and  their  clamour  is 
strengthened  by  the  feeling  prevalent  among 
the  mass  of  the  community  tnat  it  is  the  duty 
of  Parliament  to  give  to  the  citizens  the  right 
of  reducing  the  evil  which  in  some  licensing 
districts  is  well  known  to  exist — the  right  of 
minimising  the  overgrown  dimensions  of  the 
traffic ;  and,  Sir,  in  that  desire  I  sympathize 
with  them  most  heartily.  What  appeared  to 
me  to  be  required,  and  what  the  House  ought 
to  have  done,  was  to  pass  a  short  measure  of, 
say,  half  a  dozen  clauses,  which  would  give 
the  unfettered  control  to  the  people  —  to  the 
majority  of  the  people  who  poll.  And,  Sir, 
to  the  mass  of  our  citizens  using  this  large 
electoral  privilege  we  might,  I  think,  at  the 
poll,  also  submit  the  question  of  the  increase 
of  licenses;  the  question  of  the  maintenance 
of  the  stattis  qtu)  in  the  districts ;  the  question 
of  the  gradual  and  sensible  decrease  of  licenses, 
extending  over  a  number  of  yeajrs ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  power  of  total  cancellation.  If 
we  also  provided  more  suitable  regulations 
under  which  licenses  should  be  issued,  and 
by  which  Sunday  trading  would  be  checked, 
and  the  sale  of  liquor  to  children  stopped,  we 
should  attain  a  great  degree  of  improvement* 
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Add  to  this  a  power  to  cftncel  licenses  on 
failure  to  comply  with  regulations,  and  the  re- 
moval of  the  legal  disabilities  which  are  now 
imposed,  and  I  think  we  should  have  reached  a 
position  which  would  have  been  satisfactory 
to  the  entire  people  of  the  colony,  with  the 
exception,  of  course,  of  those  few  extremists 
on  both  sides  who  are  not  likely  to  be  satis- 
fied with  any  legislation,  and  whom  it  is  our 
duty  distinctly  to  ignore.  If  this  had  been 
done  we  could  have  awaited  the  result  with 
calmness  and  confidence,  for  we  ought  to  be 
conscious  that  in  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
of  the  colony  there  exists,  as  there  always  exists 
in  any  large  body  of  people,  a  strong  sense  of 
Justice  and  right.  Teach  our  people  the  whole 
duty  of  citizenship  and  its  concomitant  respon- 
sibilities, and  greater  stability  wUl  be  imparted 
to  our  institutions.  I  say  that  the  representa- 
tions which  have  been  made  before  this  House, 
to  the  efiect  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
are  thirsting  to  rob  and  despoil  every  one 
possessed  of  property  in  any  form,  is  a  gross 
calumny  and  libel  on  the  people.  What  they 
require  is  local  control  of  the  liquor  traffic, 
and  it  is  not  likely  they  will  be  satisfied 
with  anything  short  of  it.  It  is  question- 
able whether  they  will  attain  it  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  but  there  will  be  other  Parliaments 
when  this  is  dissolved,  and  the  question  is 
certain  to  come  before  Parliament  during 
the  next  session.  The  Premier,  when  he  pro- 
posed this  Bill,  said  it  would  satisfy  all  parties. 
The  Bill  has  passed  its  second  reading,  has 
gone  through  Committee,  and  it  is  now  be- 
fore us  for  its  third  reading.  I  acknowledge 
that  it  contains  some  good  points.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly a  good  point  to  abolish  four  hundred 
Licensing  Committees  —  an  undue  number 
means  a  waste  of  energy ;  but  it  makes  the 
districts  far  too  large,  and  the  objections  which 
have  been  urged  in  connection  with  parliamen- 
tary representation  apply  with  tenfold  force  in 
the  present  case.  The  manner  in  which  licenses 
have  been  given  a  currency  of  three  years  gives 
them,  I  think,  a  too  tangible  form  as  projperty, 
and,  to  my  mind,  that  contravenes  the  spirit  of 
centuries  of  English  legislation.  I  regard  that 
as  the  most  grave  step  this  Parliament  has  yet 
sanctioned,  for  from  the  earliest  times  a  license 
has  been  only  a  twelvemonths'  permit  to  sell 
drink,  granted  or  withheld  at  the  discretion  of 
the  State.  The  stipulation  that  one-half  the 
voters  shall  poll  or  the  poll  shall  be  void  is,  to 
my  mind,  a  novel  and  a  dangerous  innovation, 
and  nullifies  any  good  the  Bill  might  otherwise 
achieve.  Those  who  urge  that  three-fifths  of 
the  electors  should  record  their  votes  in  a  given 
direction  must  see  that  there  is  no  limit  of 
finality  in  it  whatever.  The  question  was  an 
open  question  when  we  met,  but  it  will  be  a 
still  more  debatable  question  when  we  pajrt. 
It  would  be  unfair  to  condemn  any  particular 
points  in  the  Bill  unless  I  mentioned  those  of 
which  I  heartily  approve.  The  Bill  does,  to 
my  mind,  give  the  electors  complete  control 
of  the  licensing  traffic  in  theory.  But  that 
control  is  hedged  with  so  many  embarrassing 
xestrictions  that  I  am  inclined  to  look  far  less 
Mr,  Tanner 


favourably  upon  the  measure.  It  is  also  pro- 
vided that  no  increase  of  licenses  shall  take 
place  unless  there  is  a  sensible  increase  to  the 
population  in  any  given  district,  and  by  this- 
we  are  safeguarded  against  an  inundation  of 
additional  licenses.  Whilst  speaking  on  the 
points  which  to  me  are  objectionable,  I  must 
state  that,  though  not  a  prohibitionist,  though 
not  even  an  abstainer,  I  am  the  most  deter- 
mined local  opcionist  and  advocate  of  popular 
government  in  every  reasonable  and  politic 
form  —  a  government  through  the  people,  by 
the  people,  and  for  the  people ;  and  it  is  the 
inclusion  in  this  measure,  in  however  imper- 
fect a  form,  of  that  addition  to  our  consti- 
tutional liberties,  that  gives  me  great  room  for 
hope,  even  though  I  find  it  buried  in  a  great 
mass  of  dross.  There  will  be  other  Parlia- 
ments after  this,  which  will  remove  the  dis- 
abilities which  have  been  imposed  upon  the 
exercise  of  a  public  right.  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  for  one  moment  that  when  this  Bill 
comes  into  operation  the  liquor  traffic  will 
be  extinguished,  as  its  advocates  with  their 
assumed  panic  would  have  us  to  believe.  It 
would  be  impolitic,  it  would  be  inexpedient, 
it  would  be  impossible.  Sir,  to  extinguish  the 
liquor  traffic  at  a  sweep ;  and,  more  than  that, 
if  by  any  possibility  the  liquor  traffic  could  be 
extinguished  in  this  colony  to-day,  before  mid- 
night to-morrow  there  would  be  a  revulsion  of 
feeling  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other. 
It  is  recognised  by  every  reasonable  man  that 
the  stamping-out  process,  which  is  so  lightly 
spoken  of,  may  be  safely  relegated  to  another 
generation.  But,  by  our  efforts,  the  evils  of  the 
liquor  traffic  may  be  minimised,  and  we  may 
hand  down  to  our  children  a  task  of  manage- 
able proportions.  I  have  spoken  against  the 
clauses  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  inexpe- 
dient, and  I  have  supported  what  I  thought 
right,  and  now  the  Bill  is  before  us  for  its 
final  reading  I  fee)  I  should  not  be  justified  in 
opposing  any  further  resistance  to  it.  The  time 
will  come  when  we,  or  our  successors,  will  strike 
out  from  this  Bill  those  mistakes  which,  to  my 
mind,  it  contains ;  but  they  will  preserve  that 
splendid  principle  of  local  option  that  runs 
through  it.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  for 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— Sir,  it  is  my  intention 
to  speak  for  this  Bill,  and  to  vote  against  the 
amendment.  I  paid  very  great  attention  to 
the  able  speech  oi  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua,  and  I  was  very  sorry  that  he  was 
not  in  better  trim,  in  order  that  we  might  have 
heard  more  fully  from  him  upon  this  question. 
I  paid  very  great  attention  to  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  say,  and,  to  my  mind,  he  did 
not  advcuice  one  single  point  in  his  argument 
against  this  Bill.  He  asked  the  Government 
why  they  did  not  drop  this  Bill  and  allow 
it  to  go  to  the  next  general  election,  and  to  be 
settled  then.  The  honourable  gentleman  was 
followed  in  this  strain  by  several  other  speakers. 
I  say  that  the  Government  was  forced  to  take 
up  tnis  question  by  that  honourable  gentleman, 
and  those  satellites  who  are  hanging  round  his- 
coat-tails.     They  are  the  people  who  rashed 
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trbose  other  two  Bills  forward,  and  were  vety 
wild  because  the  GoTemment  did  not  put  oS 
the  financial  debate  to  allow  their  Bills  to  be 
dealt  with.  The  honourable  gentlemen  stated 
that  this  was  the  most  important  question  that 
oould  be  brought  before  the  House.  They  went 
so  far  as  to  indicate  that  it  ought  to  be  given 
precedence  before  any  other  business  was  gone 
on  with.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
not  hesitated  to  tell  the  House  that  the  tem- 
perance people  themselves  are  not  in  favour 
of  the  Bill.  Well,  I  skm  one  of  those  practical 
men  who  always  take  practical  and  common- 
sense  views  of  any  questions  that  come  before 
this  House,  and,  in  order  to  arrive  at  what 
the  people  think  of  the  measures  before  Par- 
liament, I  always  endeavour  to  send  Bills 
that  afiect  different  people  to  them  for  their 
opinions.  I  sent  the  Agricultural  Bill  to  the 
agricultural  associations.  I  also  took  great  care 
to  send  a  copy  of  the  Government  Bill,  and 
oopies  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  two  BiUs, 
to  the  people  interested;  and  what  is  the  re- 
snlt?  WeU,  we  find  in  the  local  papers  of 
the  district  I  have  the  honour  to  represent  that 
this  resolution  was  passed : — 

"The  Unity,  I.O.R.,  on  Tuesday  evening 
{Mkssed  the  following  resolution,  with  instruc- 
tions that  it  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Pre- 
mier: *That  this  meeting  views  with  satis- 
faction the  attempt  now  being  made  by  the 
Government  to  deal  with  the  liquor  question, 
and  urges  upon  the  Premier  to  push  forward 
to  the  utmost  those  parts  of  the  Bill  which  will 
tend  to  give  the  control  of  the  drink  traffic  into 
the  hands  of  the  electors.'  " 

KoWy  Sir,  we  have  that,  and  also  private 
letters  from  the  leaders  of  the  temperance 
movement — men  that  I  know  are  an  orna- 
ment to  the  organization.  This  is  the  private 
letter  I  got  from  one  of  them. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Will  that  letter  be  laid  on 
the  table  afterwards? 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— Yes,  Sir ;  and  I  hope 
that  the  House  will  have  it  framed  and  hung 
up,  for  the  information  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.    The  letter  is  as  follows : — 

*•  New  Plymouth,  23rd  August,  1893. 

"  Dear  Mb.  Smith, — Many  thanks  for  send- 
ing me  copy  of  the  Liquor  Sales  Bill.  I  am 
glad  the  Government  has  had  courage  to  face 
the  question.  To  my  mind,  they  are  the  right 
parties  to  do  it,  as  they  profess  to  be  a  Radical 
Government.  The  liquor  question  is  decidedly  a 
Badical  measure — ^giving  the  people  the  power 
to  control  it.  I  hope  they  won't  so  hedge  the 
question  round  with  difficulties  and  side-issues 
that  it  will  confuse  the  working-class  voters. 
As  far  as  I  can  see,  it  is  a  good  Bill.  I  hope 
tliey  will  push  it  along  and  get  it  to  become 
law  as  soon  as  possible.  With  kind  regards, 
trusting  you  will  give  the  Bill  all  the  support 
possible, — ^Yours,  &c., 

**  Thos.  Bsash." 

That  is  what  the  temperance  people  say  of 
this  measure — those  people  who  really  aidvo- 
eate  the  temperance  movement  in  a  rational, 
lair,  and  equitable  manner.    Such  being  the 


case,  I  shall  do  my  best  to  support  this  mea- 
sure and  to  carry  out  the  wishes  and  desires 
of  the  moderate  people  in  my  district.  These 
great  temperance  reformers,  these  extraordi- 
nary prohibitionists,  of  whom  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  is  the  great  apostle 
—  they  are  not  satisfied.  They  are  always 
trying  to  put  party  against  party.  They 
are  not  satisfied  with  moderation;  but  they 
have  paid  lecturers  going  round  the  colony, 
and  they  prate  that  they  have  been  asked  to 
stand  for  almost  every  constituency  in  the 
country,  and  that  they  were  going  to  bring 
out  prohibitionists  for  every  constituency.  I 
throw  out  the  challenge,  and  I  ask  one  of 
them  to  come  to  my  district.  Now,  they  talk 
about  moderation,  and  all  the  time  they  send 
these  paid  temperance  lecturers  round ;  and 
these  are  men  who  do  not  take  a  moderate 
view  of  the  question.  I  believe  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Walker  says  he  drafted  the  Bill  brought  in  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua.  He 
claims,  Sir,  to  have  done  so.  But,  at  any 
rate,  he  has  been  up  in  my  district  recently, 
and  this  is  what  he  says : — 

**They  need  have  no  apprehension,  how- 
ever, on  that  score,  as  the  Direct  Veto  Bill  did 
not  do  away  with  the  provisions  of  the  ^le- 
sent  Licensing  Act,  and  what  had  been  done 
under  that  Act  would  therefore  hold  good.  He 
believed  that  if  the  temperance  party  did  not 
carry  their  measure  this  year  they  would  be 
able  to  put  in  a  Parliament  that  would  carry 
the  Direct  Teto  Bill  next  session.  They  wanted 
all  the  electorates  to  arrange  for  a  direct- 
veto  candidate  being  nominated  at  the  next 
elections.  He  then  read  an  extract  from  a 
newspaper  commenting  on  the  speech  made 
by  Mr.  E.  M.  Smith  in  opposition  to  the 
Direct  Veto  Bill,  in  which  Mr.  Smith  said  he 
was  not  going  to  be  'bamboozled'  into  voting 
for  such  a  Bill.  He  (the  speaker)  hoped  the 
people  of  New  Plymouth  would  not  be  *  bam- 
boozled '  into  voting  for  Mr.  Smith." 

Now,  Sir,  I  have  on  a  former  occasion  ex- 
plained, and  you  all  heard  me  explain,  the 
position  I  took  up.  Did  I  not  vote  for  the 
Direct  Veto  Bill  ?  Of  course  I  did ;  but  the 
direct  veto  and  prohibition  are  totally  different 
things.  Now,  Sir,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walker  went  on 
to  Waitara,  another  important  seaport  town  in 
my  district,  and  then  he,  at  the  end  of  his 
meeting,  asked  the  electors  to  support  Mr. 
Chairman  against  me.  This,  I  consider,  was  an 
insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  electors. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  going  rather  far  from  the  Bill. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— No,  Sir ;  these  men  were 
going  about  the  country  advocating  this  mea- 
sure— calling  upon  the  Legislature  to  press 
these  extreme  measures.  I  am  trying  to  show 
honourable  gentlemen  why  we  should  bo  mode- 
rate, and  not  take  any  notice  of  these  people. 
Why  do  they  preach  these  views?  Why  are 
they  going  about  the  country  trying  co  set 
aside  the  programme  advocated  by  the  Tem- 
perance Alliance?  Their  programme  is  total 
prohibition,  without  any  compensation  or 
consideration.    They  say  they  will  never  be 
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satisfied  until  they  close  every  hotel  in  the 
colony.  They  say  that  the  liquor  is  a  curse  to 
humanity,  and  ought  only  to  be  sold  in  the 
chemists'  shops  as  a  drug.  That  is  their  pro- 
gramme, and  nothing  short  of  it  will  they  have. 
I  think  the  opposite.  They  also  say  that  be- 
fore next  general  election  they  will  bring  out  a 
candidate  for  every  electoratCi  and  they  will 
not  vote  for  any  man  who  does  not  go  so  far. 
If  those  gentlemen  were  returned  to  this  House, 
and  the  government  of  the  country  were  put 
in  the  hands  of  men  who  go  about  making 
these  wild  statements — well,  Sir,  much  as  I 
love  the  country,  I  would  pack  up  my  swag : 
I  and  my  good  lady  and  twelve  children  with 
their  progeny  would  leave  the  colony.  I  say 
that  if  one  of  Chose  gentlemen  goes  up  to  my 
district  and,  on  a  public  platform,  makes  that 
statement,  I  shall  not  condemn  him.  I  will 
wait  until  I  meet  him  in  Wellington.  I  can 
keep  this  in  my  pocket  and  ask  him  whether 
this  is  a  proper  report,  and  what  he  did  say. 
Every  member  here  knows  that  I  have  always 
been  in  favour  of  the  women's  franchise — 
have  voted  for  it  on  every  occasion.  I  hope 
it  will  become  law.  This  is  one  of  the  car- 
dinal points — a  great  lever  of  this  temperance 
movement.  I  am  sure  that,  if  this  were  given 
to  these  people,  by  a  large  majority  they 
would  settle  that  question  as  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned—  that  is,  if  we  attempted  to  bring  it 
into  this  House  again.  Are  we  sent  here  to 
represent  one  class  of  the  community?  No, 
Sir.  I  say  we  are  sent  here  to  represent  New 
Zealand  as  a  whole,  not  any  particular  class ; 
and  when  we  find  two  forces  contending  to- 
gether, then  it  is  our  duty,  as  members  of  this 
House  and  representatives  of  the  people,  to 
settle  the  thing.  We  are  a  Court  of  ConoUia- 
tion,  and  ought  to  be  the  umpire  between 
these  two  classes  of  people,  and  we  ought  to 
see  that  they  get  fair-play.  We  cannot  do 
better  than  support  this  Bill.  It  is  no  use  my 
trying  to  go  over  the  same  ground  again.  But 
these  temperance  a.dvocates  should  recognise 
this  fact:  that  you  have  to  be  a  ratepayer 
before  you  can  vote  under  the  present  system. 
That  means  that  a  man  must  oe  worth  some 
property,  be  a  property-owner,  before  he  can 
be  a  ratepayer,  unless  he  has  a  lease.  Very 
well,  that  confines  it  actually  to  property. 
'Under  this  Bill  it  does  not  matter  whether 
you  have  any  property  or  not,  because  an 
industrious  man,  a  resident  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Zealand,  and  living  in  a  country  that 
gives  the  greatest  amount  of  political  liberty  of 
any  country  on  God's  earth,  can  vote :  as  long 
as  a  man  is  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  has  a 
right  to  vote  for  a  member  of  Parliament,  and 
this  same  right  is  now  to  give  him  the  right 
of  having  a  voice  on  the  liquor-traffic  question 
of  this  colony.  This  is  a  great  advance  given 
to  those  people  who  are  prepared  to  face  this 
question.  Now,  Sir,  we  fi^d  that  these  people 
want  total  prohibition,  without  compensation 
or  consideration.  Then,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Sandford)  pro- 
posed only  one  simple  amendment  in  the  Bill, 
which  would  give  the  hotelkeepers  time  com- 
Mr.  E.  M.  Smith 


pensation;  but  these  honourable  gentlemea 
voted  against  time  compensation.  They  be- 
lieve these  houses  should  be  closed,  and  dosed 
to-day,  if  they  oould  have  their  wish.  I  have 
given  my  views  on  the  Bill  as  it  went  through 
the  various  stages,  and  I  am  not  going  to  pro- 
long this  debate.  I  have  only  to  say,  further. 
Sir,  that,  whatever  may  take  place,  at  the  next 
general  election  those  people  who  advocate 
this  temperance  programme  and  no  other  will 
find  themselves  still  in  the  majority,  as  in  the 
past,  and  will  not  advance  their  position. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — In  the  minority. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— Of  course,  I  mean  mi- 
nority.  Still,  the  facts  of  the  case  are  these :  It 
is  a  very  great  advance,  and  1  am  very  sure 
it  is  the  right  thing  to  do,  because,  if  the 
people  consider  that  the  drink  traffic  should 
be  removed  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  it  is  not 
too  much  to  ask  them  to  vote,  and  it  is  for 
them  to  say  what  shall  be  done.  I  have  gone  to 
a  great  amount  of  trouble  to  test  the  people. 
I  have  consulted  the  people  on  every  occasion, 
and  I  am  sure  there  is  a  majority  in  favour  of 
moderation ;  they  are  satisfied  with  the  Qo- 
vernment  Bill.  There  is  a  very  large  majority 
against  the  prohibition  people.  Still,  there 
may  be  a  large  number  of  people  who  sympa- 
thize with  the  temperance  people,  and  who  are 
willing  to  meet  them  in  a  fair  spirit.  I  say 
this  :  that  the  Government  deserve  the  greatest 
credit ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  know  that  when  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill  takes  pla.ce,  end 
when  the  division  on  this  Bill  is  called  for,  and 
the  papers  are  taken  up  to  the  Speaker,  we 
shall  find  out  that  men  who  are  Government 
supporters,  and  who  profess  to  be  Liberals, 
have  gone  into  the  Opposition  lobbies  to  swell 
the  minority  in  favour  of  the  amendment, — 
that  they  are  going  to  turn  round  and  vote 
against  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill.  And 
for  what?  Because  a  few  of  those  red-hot 
apostles  of  prohibition  have  been  all  over  the 
country  raising  the  people  up— getting  resolu- 
tions passed ;  and  these  men  are  frightened ; 
they  are  afraid  that  they  will  not  get  the  pro- 
hibition or  the  temperance  vote  at  the  next 
general  election;  so  they  are  going  to  turn 
round,  with  a  view  to  be  able  to  say,  "There, 
after  I  got  your  intimation  from  your  public 
meeting,  and  knew  that  you  wanted  the  settle- 
ment of  this  matter  held  over,  I  went  against 
all  my  previous  speeches  and  my  previous  de- 
clarations, and,  after  all  I  had  done  to  amend 
the  Bill,  and  after  voting  on  clause  after  clause, 
I  turned  round  and  voted  against  the  third 
refibding  of  the  Bill."  Well,  I  hope  when  the 
division  takes  place  we  shall  know  how  fax 
these  honourable  gentlemen  can  be  trusted 
in  future  on  any  other  Bill.  I  have  said  cdl 
I  intend  to  say  on  the  question;  but  I  have 
never  flinched  from  what  I  have  stated  on 
the  public  platform.  And  it  was  unneoessary 
for  me  to  make  any  pledges  on  this  question^ 
because  I  can  claim  that  I  was  returned  to 
this  House  on  an  independent  ticket,  because 
when  any  one  asked  me  whom  I  was  going 
to  support,  I  said,  '*  What  is  the  use  of  ask- 
ing that  question?    Wait  till  I  go  down   and 
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find  out  who  is  going  to  support  me  and  my 
measiues."  Now,  I  am  not  afiaid  of  this  ques- 
tion. I  caji  go  back  and  say  this:  I  always 
«ud  that  my  policy  was,  that  the  source  of 
all  power  is  the  people,  and  what  the  majority 
•of  the  people  want  they  should  have;  but 
the  majority  must  decide  what  they  want  by 
voting,  and  this  Bill  gives  them  that  right. 
Then,  again,  I  say  this :  I  was  returned  to  this 
House  under  the  most  peculiar  circumstances. 
I  never  had  a  committee;  I  never  had  three 
men  at  one  time  connected  with  me ;  I  came 
out  on  the  broad  Liberal  public  platform,  and 
fought  my  own  battle';  and  I  shaU  go  back  and 
fight  my  battle  again;  and  I  am  not  afraid 
of  any  temperance  orators,  because  I  can  say 
that  I  supported  the  Direct  Veto  Bill,  giving 
the  people  the  right  to  vote  and  settle  the 
liquor  traffic ;  and  the  Government  Bill  does 
that.  All  electors  can  vote,  but  only  half  on 
the  roll  are  required  to  vote,  and  a  majority 
of  three-fifths  to  rule :  so,  take  a  district  with 
one  thousand  on  the  roll,  five  hundred  vote, 
and,  if  three-fifths  of  those  vote  in  favour  of 
closing  all  hotels,  then  they  are  closed.  That 
proves  that  if  the  people  desire  to  do  so  they 
can,  by  a  small  majority  of  those  who  vote, 
and  a  minority  of  the  electors  on  the  roll, 
close  every  hotel  in  the  colony.  And  that  is 
why  I  support  this  Bill,  and  the  Government  in 
their  honest  endeavour  to  pass  a  fair  and  honest 
measure  to  suit  the  majority  of  the  people  in 
this  colony.  And,  Sir,  I  feel  convinced  the 
temperance  people  themselves,  together  with  a 
large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  will, 
when  they  carefully  analyse  the  Government 
Bill,  be  satisfied,  as  it  gives  them  very  great 
concessions.  It  is  on  those  grounds  I  sup- 
port the  Bill,  which  I  believe  is  fair  all  round. 
Mr.  WILLIS. — When  the  Government  were 
asked  to  bring  down  a  Licensing  Bill  that  would 
give  general  satisfaction  the  Premier  stated 
that  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  do  so ;  but  that  re- 
mark of  his  was  met  with  derisive  laughter 
from  both  sides  of  the  House.  The  thing  was 
thought  to  be  impossible,  in  that  there  were 
so  many  interests  at  stake  that  it  was  deemed 
impossible  that  they  could  ever  be  recon- 
oiled.  Well,  the  Premier  brought  down  this 
Bill,  -  and  that  derisive  laughter  was  changed 
to  applause,  and.  Sir,  it  was  applause  that 
resounded  from  all  sides.  And  the  first  and 
foremost  of  those  to  compliment  the  Premier 
was  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua. 
He  was  then  followed  by  a  number  of  mem- 
bers, one  and  all  saying  that  the  Premier 
had  accomplished  a  most  difficult  task,  and 
had  brought  down  a  Bill  that  would  be  found 
to  be  satisfactory  to  the  House.  We  must 
look  at  the  difficulties  the  Premier  had  to  con- 
tend with.  There  were  three  different  parties 
to  reconcile:  first  the  prohibitionists, — as  we 
all  know,  a  most  difficult  class  indeed  to  deal 
with ;  then  the  publicans ;  and  then  we  had 
the  clubs.  Now,  the  clubs  wiU  be  rather  a 
difficulty,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  future,  and 
there  will  be  some  clashing  between  the  pub- 
lioans  and  them.  Therefore  it  required  very 
great  judgment  in  deciding  what  the  legisla- 


tion should  be.  Well,  we  find  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  publicans,  they  were  given  an  ad-* 
ditional  security  of  three  years  for  their 
licenses,  which  was  conceded  so  that  there 
might  not  be  that  feeling  of  insecurity  which 
there  has  been  in  the  past.  Then  we  come 
to  the  clubs.  We  find  there  that,  beyond  the 
very  necessary  condition  that  was  imposed, 
that  supervision  should  be  allowed  over  them, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  abuse  of 
them  in  the  way  of  excessive  drinking  or  of 
gambling — beyond  that  the  clubs  are  allowed 
prebty  well  their  own  way,  and  can  keep  open 
to  what  hours  they  may  think  fit,  subject  to 
being  well  conducted.     Now  we  come  to  the 

Srohibitionists.  I  consider  that  the  Premier 
id  very  well  indeed  for  them.  lie  said,  **  You 
shall  have,  by  a  majority,  the  right  to  reduce 
the  licenses,  and  to  close  them  altogether  by 
a  majority  of  three-fifths."  But  the  prohibi- 
tionists are  not  satisfied  with  that.  Objec- 
tion was  taken  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua,  who  said  he  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  condition  that  half  the  electors  of 
a  district  must  vote.  Then  afterwards  we 
heard  difficulties  started  in  4his  way:  that, 
supposing  that  in  an  electoral  district  a  num- 
ber of  the  electors  were  told  not  to  vote,  it 
would  be  impossible  then  to  get  the  required 
half.  I  say  that  is  utter  nonsense.  When  we 
remember  that  those  districts  will  number, 
probably, — if  men  and  wpmen  are  included, — 
some  four  thousand  or  five  thousand  electors, 
I  say  it  would  be  a  very  hard  job  indeed  to  go 
round  to  large  numbers  of  them  and  ask  them 
not  to  vote.  Suppose  the  publicans  said,  '*  It 
is  against  our  interest  to  vote,  and  we  ask  you 
not  to  vote.**  I  say  the  result  would  be  that, 
if  the  publicans  acted  in  such  a  way  as  that, 
with  such  a  large  body  of  electors,  they  would 
be  found  to  be  in  the  minority,  and  that  the 
prohibitionists  would  get  ail  the  advantage, 
because  the  numbers  would  be  too  large  to  be 
so  dealt  with.  I  think  that  the  Premier  has 
accomplished  a  most  difficult  task,  and  the 
painstaking  way  in  which,  during  the  passage 
of  the  Bill  through  Committee,  he  endeavoured 
to  provide  for  the  clauses  being  safeguarded 
reflects  very  great  credit  on  him.  And  when 
I  hear  so  many  members  who  were  so  ready  to 
give  praise  to  the  measure  when  it  was  first 
brought  down  now  say  that  they  are  not  going 
to  vote  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  I  must 
say  it  causes  me  a  very  large  amount  of  sur- 
prise. I  think  the  Bill  is  one  this  House  can 
safely  support;  and,  considering  the  prohibi- 
tionists have  been  so  well  dealt  with,  they  have 
small  reason  to  complain.  Like  many  other 
honourable  members,  during  the  confusion 
caused  by  the  numerous  divisions  that  took 
place  in  Committee  I  on  one  occasion  went  into 
the  wrong  lobby.  I  was  not  singular  in  that. 
Honourable  members  know  that  1  advocated 
time  compensation.  My  belief  has  been  that, 
if  publicans  are  called  upon  suddenly  to  close, 
they  should,  at  any  rate,  get  some  extra  time 
allowed  them  to  make  up  their  loss.  I  am  not 
going  into  the  question  of  that  now  ;  but  what 
I  would  say  is  this :  When  the  division  took 
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place  against  giving  three  years,  an  amend- 
ment was  proposed  to  the  eSeot  that  it  should 
be  year  by  year,  and  I  by  mistake  went  into 
the  wrong  lobby  and  voted  for  the  amend- 
ment. I  thought  it  necessary  to  explain  this, 
because  it  might  look  as  if  I  had  been  very  in- 
consistent, after  supporting  time  compensation, 
in  going  into  the  looby  as  I  did.  It  was  purely 
an  accident.  I  need  not  detain  the  House  any 
longer.  I  have  given  my  views  on  the  Bill,  and 
I  can  only  say  that  I  trust  honourable  mem- 
bers will  support  the  third  reading,  and,  if 
errors  are  discovered  afterwards,  the  law  can 
be  amended.  Fresh  legislation  can  be  brought 
down  next  session,  and  perhaps  a  better  Bill 
will  result. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND.— Sir,  I  wish  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  this  Bill.  I  should  like  to  say,  in 
reference  to  some  of  the  remarks  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangskhua,  and  the 
action  of  the  temperance  party,  that  I  was 
one  of  those  who  were  pledged  to  local  option 
without  compensation.  While  on  this  subject, 
I  might  say  that  the  temperance  people  in 
Auckland  knew  perfectly  well  that  for  a  great 
many  years  I  refused  to  give  up  the  idea  of 
compensation,  because  I  was  strongly  of  the 
belief  that  some  of  the  first-class  houses,  on 
which  large  sums  of  money  had  been  spent, 
and  which  were  a  public  convenience,  ought  to 
be  compensated.  However,  I  eventually  said 
that,  if  a  majority  of  the  people  could  be 
found  prepared  to  shut  them  up,  I  should  be 
prepared  to  allow  it  to  be  done  without  com- 
pensation. I  shall  be  able  to  prove,  before  I 
sit  down,  that  I  have  not  departed  from  that 
pledge  in  any  way.  But  I  am  going  to  ask 
ikonourable  members,  and  the  leaders  of  the 
temperance  party,  who  is  our  guide  and  leader 
in  this  matter  in  the  House  ?  I  will  not  refer 
to  the  past  session,  when  we  had  admitted 
prohibitionist  lights  in  this  House  voting  on 
both  sides,  against  their  own  advantage,  and  to 
save  their  Government.  I  am  not  going  back 
to  that,  but  I  will  come  to  this  session  itself. 
I  am  not  one  of  the  prohibitionists ;  I  do  not 
attend  their  meetings;  but  I  am  prepared  to 
give  them  a  certain  amount  of  support  in  the 
direction  of  controlling  the  liquor  traffic  for  the 
better.  There  are  too  many  publichouses,  and 
a  great  many  of  those  we  have  ought  to  be 
better  kept ;  there  should  be  more  accommoda- 
tion, and  we  should  derive  more  benefit  from 
them  than  we  do.  I  think  that  is  the  truest 
course.  At  the  beginning  of  the  session  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  brought  in 
a  Direct  Veto  Bill  that  was,  I  believe,  drawn 
up  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  Alli- 
ance in  the  colony,  and  we  had  petitions  from 
thirty  or  forty  thousand  petitioners  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House  in  support  of  the  Bill.  We 
then,  suddenly,  had  another  Bill  brought  in— a 
Licensing  Act  Amendment  Bill— by  the  same 
honourable  gentleman,  which  was  completely 
opposed  to  the  first-mentioned  Bill  in  many 
respects,  having  different  sorts  of  districts,  dif- 
ferent rules  in  respect  of  licenses,  and  a  few 
other  things  which  were  not  in  the  first  Bill.  We 
then  had  a  reverend  gentleman  named  WeJker 
Mr.  Willis 


saying  that  we  ought  to  support  the  Direct 
Veto  Bill,  and  not  the  Licensing  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill.  Well,  I  was  prepared  to  give  the 
Direct  Veto  Bill,  under  certain  conditions,  my 
support.  I  was  not  prepared  to  support  this 
Licensing  Act  Amendment  Bill,  on  account  of 
the  smallness  of  the  districts ;  and  several  other 
unfair  things  were  in  it.  I  also  thought — 
and,  I  think,  rightly — that  to  a  great  extent 
the  Standing  Orders  of  this  House  have  been 
got  round  for  the  purpose  of  giving  that  Bill 
a  certain  amount  of  preference,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  the  Good  Templar  cause  will  stand 
unless  it  is  carried  on  in  a  fair  and  legitimate 
manner,  and  in  daylight,  and  before  men,  in  a 
proper  way.  No  catch-result  can  ever  be  of  any 
good,  if  they  cannot  maintain  it  afterwards. 
We  had,  in  addition  to  that,  the  promise  of  the 
Premier  that,  if  progress  was  reported  on  the 
Licensing  Bill,  he  would  bring  in  a  Bill  to  try 
to  deal  with  the  whole  question.  I  supported 
that  proposal,  and  I  wanted  to  see  the  Pre- 
mier's Bill,  because  I  felt  as  certain  as  possible 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
would  find  out  before  the  session  was  over  how 

Earties  stood  in  this  House.  He  could  never 
ave  passed  either  of  his  Bills  in  any  shape  or 
form  without  the  Government  support.  The 
Government  bring  in  a  Bill,  and  it  is  carried  to 
the  third  reading.  We  then  have  the  opinion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  as 
given  in  an  interview,  which  I  should  like  to 
read.  He  is  our  ** great  leading  star*'  in  these 
matters.  The  report  of  this  interview  has  not 
been  contradicted,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is 
correct,  as  it  appears  in  the  Auckland  HercUd, 
which  is  a  very  respectable  newspaper.  This 
is  from  the  Auckland  Herald  of  Friday,  the 
18th  August,  1893  :— 

"  As  a  whole,  I  am  well  pleased  with  the 
Bill,  though,  as  I  pointed  out,  it  does  not  go 
the  length  I  thought  it  would  in  section  15. 
I  hope,  however,  the  House  will  restore  the 
bare  majority,  and,  if  it  does  that,  the  Bill 
will  be  a  most  distinct  advantage  on  any  exist- 
ing law.  I  do  not  intend  to  move  any  amend- 
ments to  the  Bill  except  the  few  I  have  given 
notice  of,  in  order  that,  so  far  as  the  tem- 
perance party  is  concerned,  we  may  do  our  best 
to  get  the  Bill  put  through  the  House.  .  .  . 
I  do  not,  therefore,  wish  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House,  or  interfere  with  the  passage  of 
the  Government  measure. 

"  I  presume  you  wiU  fight  for  your  amend- 
ments ? 

'**  Certainly ;  I  shall  take  a  division  on  them, 
and  that  is  all  I  can  do." 

We  all  know  how  the  views  enunciated  in 
that  conversation  have  been  carried  out  in 
this  House.  I  thought  that  was  some  gaid- 
ance  for  us.  We  then  have  one  of  the  lead- 
ing lights  in  Auckland — Mr.  French- writing 
a  letter  to  the  paper.  And  he  approved  of 
this  Bill,  subject  to  slight  amendments,  and 
said  it  was  a  distinct  advantage.  That  great 
and  shining  light  in  temperance  matters,  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley, — who  is,  I  sup- 
pose, next  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua,  the  greatest  authority  we  have  in 
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IhiB  House  on  all  sacli  matters  appertaining 
to  goodness,  or  anything  approaching  good- 
ness,— said  it  WAS  an  excellent  Bill,  and  would 
have  his  support.  I  was  very  much  moved  by 
that  honourable  gentleman's  remarks.  I  felt 
there  must  be  something  extra  good  in  it,  and 
I  almost  felt  it  was  entirely  in  the  interests 
of  temperance.  But  there  has  been  a  sad  fall- 
ing-off  in  that  honourable  member.  I  advise 
him  the  next  time  not  to  stop  until  he  receives 
telegrams  to  turn  him.  He  first  supported 
the  Bill,  and  then,  I  believe,  he  received  nume- 
rous telegrams  which  made  him  turn  the  other 
way.  Then  we  come  to  the  question ,  Are  we  dele- 
gates in  this  House,  or  do  we  come  here  to  re- 
present the  colony  ?  I  may  say  I  had  a  telegram 
from  some  of  my  constituents,  and  they  said 
five  hundred  of  my  constituents  had  met  and 
condemned  me  in  wholesale  language.  There 
are  not  that  many  Good  Templars  in  that  part 
of  the  district,  and,  as  five  hundred  people  were 
present,  I  suppose  the  Good  Templars  were 
joined  by  some  of  my  opponents,  who  took 
occasion  to  abuse  me.  I  take  up  this  position ; 
that  I  do  not  follow  directions  sent  in  telegrams 
by  a  section  of  my  constituents.  I  do  not 
represent  one  part,  I  represent  the  whole  of  the 
constituency,  and  it  is  a  very  large  and  varied 
one,  including  all  kinds  of  interests.  In  some 
places  there  are  no  publichouses  at  all;  in 
others  there  are  two  or  three  well-conducted 
and  useful  ones;  and  in  other  places  there 
are  some  which  might  be  done  away  with : 
but  I  have  to  represent  the  whole  of  the  dis- 
trict and  the  whole  of  the  colony,  and  I 
think  every  member  should  do  the  same,  so 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  too  much  influenced 
by  outside  opinions.  And  then,  again,  what 
guidance  had  we  in  Committee  on  the  various 
points  raised  ?  We  have  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Sandford),  who 
has  displayed  in  this  matter  at  times  a  veiy 
strong  prohibitionist  feeling,  and  at  other  times 
a  very  generous  feeling  as  regards  fair-play. 
He  has,  however,  deaJt  fairly  with  the  Bill,  a 
good  many  times  voting  away  from  his  party. 
The  whole  matter  comes  down  to  this :  The 
BUI  as  brought  in  provides  for  no  compensa- 
tion whatever.  I  opposed  anything  being  put 
in  it  in  that  respect,  so  that,  as  far  as  the 
pledges  of  members  are  concerned — and  I  sup- 
pose every  honourable  member  gave  a  pledge 
at  last  election — we  have  not  gone  in  for  any 
compensation  whatever.  In  regard  to  the  Bill 
itself,  I  will  shortly  mention  some  of  the  facts. 
We  have  electoral  districts.  Practically  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  adopted 
that  in  his  Direct  Veto  Bill.  We  have  the 
roll  which  is  provided  for  the  general  election 
of  the  colony;  we  have  provision  for  purify- 
ing that  roll ;  and  I  may  say  that  this  is  a 
distinct  advance  for  the  temperance  party 
in  the  colony.  We  have  these  two  great  gains, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  only  point  in 
which  we  have  not  kept  our  pledges  was  in  pro- 
viding that  there  should  be  a  three-fifths  ma- 
iority.  I  was  perfectly  prepared,  and  always 
nave  been,  to  support  the  bare  majority  of  votes 
that  ore  able  to  poll.    As  to  this  teJk  about 


government  by  the  people,  through  the  people, 
and  for  the  people,  I  say  I  recognise  the  people, 
and  not  a  small  section  of  it.  I  recognise 
that  government  "by  the  people"  means  that 
all  of  them  are  to  have  a  vote ;  "  through  the 
people"  I  recognise  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  must  give  expression  to  their  feelings; 
and  if  '*  for  the  people  "  it  must  be  for  the  whole 
of  them.  If  you  ima.gine  a  bare  majority  of 
the  votes  of,  say,  a  himdred  and  fifty  people 
out  of  two  thousand,  do  you  mean  to  tell  me 
that  that  would  be  government  **  by  the  people, 
through  the  people,  and  for  the  people"?  It 
would  be  government  for  the  few  people  who 
went  to  that  particular  poll,  who  were  voting 
for  the  great  mass  that  had  no  opportunity, 
probably,  of  voting.  We  must  have  a  cer- 
tainty that,  whatever  way  it  is  carried,  it  will 
maintain  itself.  It  will  be  worse  than  disas- 
trous if  we  keep  chopping  and  changing; 
and  we  have  a  resolution  now  in  this  Bill, 
and  a  very  strong  one,  that,  once  local  op- 
tion is  granted,  before  it  can  be  altered  again 
you  must  get  a  three-fifths  majority,  and  an 
actual  majority  of  votes  on  the  roll  must  be 
polled ;  so  that,  if  local  option  is  once  got,  it 
will  be  just  as  hard  to  get  rid  of  it  as  it  is  to 
get  it  now.  The  most  important  part  is  the 
reduction  part,  and  that  is  by  a  bare  majority 
of  votes,  supposing  one-half  of  the  votes  are 
polled.  If  half  of  the  votes  are  polled,  one- 
quarter  of  the  people,  or  one  over  that  num- 
ber, can  bring  in  a  reduction — an  enactment 
which  is  a  most  valuable  one,  and  which  I 
should  like  to  see  carried  through.  I  do  say 
this :  that  in  all  the  larger  cities — I  do  not  say 
so  much  about  the  country  districts — there 
will  be  a  poll.  You  may  be  quite  certain 
that  it  is  a  serious  matter  for  the  publicans, 
and  they  will  not  sit  down  under  the  chance 
of  losing  the  whole  of  the  licenses  for  three 
years,  and  you  will  find  that  the  poll  will  take 
place  in  aJl  the  large  cities.  As  to  the  three- 
fifths  majority,  I  may  say,  first  of  all,  we  were 
feeling  our  way  to  get   an  Act  which  would 

Eass  this  House  and  probably  the  other  Cham- 
er,  and  I  hardly  think  a  bare  majority 
would  pass  this  time  ;  but  in  the  future  it  is 
quite  possible  that  another  House  may  ap- 
prove of  a  bare  majority.  But  I  hope,  what- 
ever is  done,  nobody  will  be  silly  enough  to 
say  that  with  less  than  one-half  the  people 
the  poll  is  to  be  carried.  Supposing  we  had 
some  important  measure  in  this  House  — 
we  know  that  the  Standing  Orders  require 
that  a  certain  number  shall  be  present  before 
anything  can  be  done — supposing  we  had  some 
important  question  before  us,  it  would  be  an 
unwise  thing  to  say  that  a  national  question 
should  be  decided  upon  the  votes  of  less  than 
half  the  number  of  members.  On  our  Com- 
mittees, too,  a  quorum  is  provided  for;  and 
this  is  just  on  the  same  principle.  At  first  I 
thought  it  a  great  hardship,  but  while  the 
Bill  was  being  taken  through  Committee  I 
felt  convinced  that,  with  the  great  advantage 
we  now  have  of  purifying  the  rolls  by  striking 
ofi  those  who  do  not  vote,  it  would  not  be 
out  of  the  way  at  all.    I  think  a  great  many 
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of  the  Good  Templars  themselves  most  find 
that  by-and-by,  when  they  get  used  to  the 
provisions,  they  will  be  able  to  work  under  it, 
and  with  advantage.  When  they  get  power- 
ful, the  other  side  will  have  to  roll  up  to  the 
poll ;  and,  if  the  three-fifths  majority  provided 
in  this  Bill  should  prove  unworkable,  I  have 
no  doubt  the  House  will  alter  it  to  one-half. 
Under  this  Bill  I  should  not  be  surprised  to 
see  the  publiohouses  reduced  in  every  laige 
oity  in  this  colony  ;  and  is  that  not  worth 
fighting  for  ?  When  I  see  the  Good  Templar 
people  refusing  a  measure  like  this  I  do  not 
know  to  what  extent  they  want  to  go.  The 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  kept  on 
using  the  words  that  he  wanted  the  people  to 
have  control.  It  is  evident  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  will  not  be  satisfied 
unless  you  substitute  for  the  word  ^^oontrol" 
the  word  "stifle,"  or  the  words  "do  away 
with."  He  wants  the  people  to  destroy  the 
liquor  traffic  :  that  is  the  whole  essence  of 
the  argument.  He  does  not  want  the  people 
to  control,  except  in  the  sense  of  controlling 
the  liquor  traffic  out  of  existence.  That  is 
the  only  control  that  will  suit  him,  and  that 
is  where  he  is  wrong,  and  where  he  does  not 
fight  fairly  for  the  temperance  interests.  This 
Bill  is  a  step  in  advance,  as  far  as  the  tem- 
perance cause  is  concerned — a  distinct  step; 
and,  according  to  the  voice  given  in  regard 
to  Liberal  measures,  we  ought  not  to  try  too 
much  at  once,  but  to  proceed  slowly.  There  is 
one  thing  in  the  Bill  which  I  was  very  sorry  to 
see  struck  out,  cuid  that  was  the  inclusion  of 
Bellamy's.  I  say  this:  that  when  we  are  legis- 
lating for  the  people  we  should  legislate  for 
ourselves.  If  we  are  going  to  place  the  clubs 
under  disabilities,  and  mcJse  such  restrictions 
with  regard  to  the  sale  of  liquor  in  public- 
houses,  I  say,  as  men,  we  ought  to  shut  up 
Bellamy's  entirely;  and,  if  we  do  not,  I  say 
we  are  not  true  to  ourselves,  and  we  are  not 
worthy  of  seats  in  this  House.  The  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  said  there  were  num- 
bers of  people  who  could  not  earn  a  living 
except  by  doing  work  in  connection  with  hotels 
— serving  behind  the  bars,  and  so  forth.  There 
are  plenty  of  people,  too,  who  can  only  earn  a 
living  by  being  temperance  lecturers.  They 
have  tried  everything  else,  and  they  have  come 
down  to  that  at  last.  I  do  not  say  that  they 
are  out  of  place,  but  I  say  every  man  finds  a 
billet  for  himself.  All  the  talk  about  inter- 
fering with  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  is  non- 
sense. It  is  just  the  same  as  at  any  election 
in  the  colony.  A  person  may  go  and  ask 
another  man  not  to  vote.  It  is  exactly  the 
same  thing.  It  does  not  interfere  with  the 
secrecy  of  the  ballot  one  way  or  the  other, 
and  the  whole  of  the  arguments  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  fall  to  the 
ground.  In  an  election  I  may  ask  a  person,  if 
he  will  not  vote  for  me,  not  to  go  to  the  poll. 
I  may  have  a  person,  so  to  speak,  under  my 
finger,  but  who  is  opposed  to  me,  and  I  say  to 
him,  "Be  cautious;  do  not  vote."  I  would 
not  do  so ;  but,  suppose  I  did,  I  could  tell  from 
my  scrutineers,  who  ticketed  the  roll,  if  that 
Jfr.  Buekland 


person  voted.  The  ballot  will  be  always  open 
to  that  argument.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
argument  whatever.  I  cannot  for  my  life  see 
why  a  lot  of  people  who  really  and  tmly 
have  not  any  strong  feelings  in  the  matter 
should  be  forced  to  rush  to  the  polls.  I 
really  think,  if  this  Bill  is  allowed  to  become 
law,  it  will  be  a  very  good  basis  for  future 
amendment  of  the  law,  and  that  it  will 
give  effect  to  the  wish  of  the  majority  of  this 
House.  There  is  one  other  subject  I  should 
like  to  say  a  word  or  two  on,  because  I  have 
given  it  a  good  deal  of  thought.  I  refer  to  the 
clause  in  regard  to  the  continuance  of  licenses 
for  three  years.  I  should  like  to  show,  first  of 
all,  what  is  the  present  law.  Section  78  of  the 
Licensing  Act  says,  "  Every  person  shall,  sub- 
ject to  objections  as  hereinbefore  provided 
for,  and  to  the  discretionary  power  vested 
in  every  Licensing  Committee  by  this  Act,  be 
entitled  to  obtain  from  the  Licensing  Com* 
mittee  a  certificate  authorising  the  renewal  of 
his  license."  That  is  no  stronger  wording  than 
the  wording  of  this  Bill.  The  words  "  entitled 
to"  are  practically  the  same  as  the  provision 
in  this  Bill.  There  is  no  difference  in  law 
between  the  two.  The  present  Act  says  that 
every  person,  provided  he  obeys  the  law,  is 
entitled  to  his  license,  subject  to  the  Commit- 
tee deciding  that  the  house  is  wanted  in  the 
district — subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Now,  the  only  difference  between  this 
clause  and  the  clause  in  the  present  Act  is 
the  omission  of  the  words  "the  discretionary 
power  of  the  Committee."  What  takes  the 
place  of  the  discretionary  power  of  the  Com- 
mittee ?  Have  we  not  provided  for  that  ?  We 
have  left  it  to  the  people.  The  people  have 
discretionary  power,  and  I  say  that,  if  a  poll 
takes  place  every  time,  there  is  no  wrong  what- 
ever in  that  clause.  Not  only  that,  but  the 
position  is  an  absolute  necessity :  it  is  a  con- 
sequential amendment  of  the  law.  You  could 
not  have  anything  else.  How  would  it  be 
leaving  it  to  the  people,  if  the  people  decided 
that  there  was  to  be  no  alteration  and  the 
Committee  used  their  discretionary  power? 
I  cannot  see  that  there  is  anything  excep- 
tional in  that,  except  in  one  case.  If  there 
be  no  poll,  if  the  poll  failed,  I  could  see  that 
there  would  be  a  slight  injustice  worked;  but 
it  would  be  only  to  this  extent :  that  it  would 
stir  the  people  up  to  go  more  strongly  to  the 
poll  next  time.  But  we  must  not  suppose 
for  one  moment — at  least,  I  do  not  suppose  for 
one  moment — that  we  are  framing  this  Act  for 
the  purpose  of  doing  away  with  the  public- 
houses  m  the  colony.  I  believe  the  honour* 
able  member  for  Inangahua's  -only  idea  of  a 
prohibition  Act  is  an  Act  which  is  absolutely, 
without  any  chance  to  the  contrary,  to  do 
away  with  all  the  publiohouses  in  the  colony. 
I  do  not  suppose  for  one  moment  that  this 
Bill  is  going  to  do  that.  I  suppose  it  is  going 
to  reduce  them,  and  in  some  cases  do  away 
with  them,  and  that  it  will  certainly  improve 
the  others.  I  do  not  think  that  in  any  of  the 
large  cities  a  poll  will  fail  where  reductions 
could  take  place ;  and  in  most  of  the  distriots 
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where  a  poll  oould  nofc  be  taken  there  ore  only 
one  or  two  publichouses,  so  that  it  will  be  yeiy 
fU£Scalt  to  reduce  them,  and  probably  the 
liicensing  Committee  would  not  carry  out  any 
reduction.  Here  is  a  tabulated  return  which 
I  have  made  out  in  regard  to  the  fearful  waste 
of  money  that  goes  on.  It  is  as  follows :  Under 
tiie  head  of  liquor  of  all  kinds  we  imported  last 
year  to  the  value  of  £273,489,  paying  duty  to 
the  extent  of  £404,728— a  total  expense  in 
liquor  of  £678,162.  Under  the  head  of  to- 
bacco, cigars,  pipes,  tt  cetera,  we  imported 
to  the  value  of  £146,629,  paying  duty  to 
the  extent  of  £299,769  — a  total  of  £446,898. 
Under  the  head  of  tea,  coffee,  et  cetera,  we 
imported  to  the  value  of  £181,849,  paying 
£109,687  in  duty— a  total  of  £291,536.  To- 
bacco and  tea  largely  exceed  liquor,  so  that, 
if  we  are  only  going  in  for  economy  in  doing 
away  with  liquor,  we  ought  to  go  in  for  doing 
away  with  tobacco  and  tea,  and  then  there 
would  be  a  very  large  saving  to  the  colony.  It 
18  said  that  the  districts  are  too  large  for  the 
Committees.  I  think  it  is  admitted  that  they 
are  not  too  large  for  prohibition,  and,  if  they 
are  not  too  large  for  prohibition,  I  cannot  see 
how  they  are  too  large  for  the  Committees. 
The  same  districts  will  elect  the  members  of 
this  House.  I  think,  myself,  and  always  have 
thought,  that  it  would  be  better  if  we  had 
larger  Committees,  instead  of  small  parish 
ones.  In  regard  to  the  thirsting  for  spoliation, 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Heathcote 
spoke  of,  I  must  say  this :  I  do  not  for  one  mo- 
ment suppose  he  is  doing  so,  but  I  cannot  help 
thinking  there  are  a  large  number  of  people 
in  the  colony  at  the  present  moment  who  are 
thirsting  for  it.  A  great  many  of  the  most  out- 
and-out  prohibitionists  are  desirous  of  closing 
np  every  house  at  once,  and  without  compensa- 
tion ;  and  I  do  not  think,  myself,  it  is  an  alto- 
gether wise  proceeding.  In  regard  to  the 
general  question  of  the  control  of  the  liquor 
traffic,  I  hold  that  there  are  only  two  ways  in 
which  it  can  be  controlled.  One  is  by  election 
of  Committees  as  under  the  present  Act,  and 
the  other  is  by  direct  and  popular  vote.  Our 
present  system  has  not  worked  altogether  well. 
The  districts  are  too  small,  and,  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  says,  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
wasted  energy,  not  only  at  the  polling,  but 
afterwards  in  the  practical  working.  This  Bill 
provides  to  a  certain  extent  for  the  popular 
voice  being  heard,  and  that  is  the  other  al- 
ternative, and  I  think  it  is  only  right  and  fair 
to  try  the  other  alternative.  And  I  now  say, 
Sir,  to  you,  to  this  House,  and  to  the  country 
that,  with  the  one  exception  of  the  three- 
fifths  majority,  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any- 
thing in  this  Bill  that  the  most  rabid  Good 
Templar  could  oppose.  I  say  it  is  a  start  in 
the  right  direction,  and  I  do  hope  it  will  have 
a  ^r  trial.  I  do  hope  it  will  have  the  effect 
of  reducing  the  number  of  publichouses  in  the 
laige  centres  of  the  colony,  and  I  really  think 
it  will  work  a  great  deal  more  good  than  some 
of  its  supporters  in  this  House  seem  to  believe. 
I  intend  to  support  the  Bill,  because  by  doing 
80  we  shall  be  conferring  on  the  people  the 


power  of  direct  veto,   without  compensation, 
and  that  is  what  I  have  pledged  myself  to  do. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  Bill  at  this,  its  final  stage,  but  I 
am  not  going  to  indulge,  as  some  honourable 
members  before  me  have  done,  in  any  recrimi- 
nations on  the  votes  which  have  been  taken,  or 
on  that  which  is  to  be  taken.  I  think  in  this 
matter  one  has  to  satisfy  his  own  conscience 
and  not  other  people.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact, 
in  connection  with  this  measure,  that  when 
it  first  saw  the  light,  judging  from  the  com- 
munications I  received  from  the  country,  it 
received  the  warm  approval  of  the  temperance 
party,  with  the  exception  of  clause  15,  while  ac 
the  same  time  it  seemed  to  meet  with  the  dis- 
approval of  those  who  are  spoken  of  as  being  "  in 
the  trade."    What  is  remarkable  is  that  the 

g)sition  appears  to  be  entirely  reversed.  The 
ill  is  now  receiving  the  condemnation  of  the 
temperance  partpr,  or  its  advocates,  in  this 
House,  and,  ounously  enough,  it  is  receiving 
the  approval  of  those  who  are  supposed,  at 
any  rate,  to  be  the  champions  of  those  engaged 
in  the  liquor  traffic.  Might  I  be  permitted  to 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  neither  of  these  ex* 
treme  sections  appear  to  understand  the  mea- 
sure? It  is,  in  reality,  largely  a  measure  of 
an  experimental  character.  What,  after  all,  is 
the  vital  principle  of  this  measure? — and  I 
am  addressing  myself  now  particularly  to  those 
so-called  extreme  advocates  of  temperance  in 
this  House — what  is  the  vital  principle  of  the 
measure?  It  is  to  give  expression  to  what 
have  been  the  wishes  of  the  temperance  party 
ever  since  I  have  been  in  this  colony — that  is, 
the  regulation  of  the  traffic  by  the  people,  in- 
stead of  by  Committees  elected  by  the  people. 
That  is  really  the  vital  principle  of  the  Bill, 
and  it  is  surrounded  by  safeguards  of  which  I, 
as  a  moderate  man,  entirely  approve.  I  may 
remark,  at  the  present  time  the  situation  is  not 
of  a  normal  character.  It  is  of  an  abnormal 
character.  What  have  we  heard  during  the 
last  few  minutes  ?  We  have  heard  of  the  pas- 
sage of  a  certain  measure  in  the  Upper  Cham* 
ber,  and  I  say  the  position  is  of  an  entirely 
abnormal  and  exceptional  character.  The 
women  of  this  colony,  I  regret  very  much,  will 
have  a  vote,  and  on  every  question 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BBUCE. — I  hear  an  honourable  mem- 
ber saying,  "  Hear,  hear,"  but  I  repeat  that  I 
regret  very  much  that  that  is  the  case.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  would  like  to  keep  women  on 
that  ideal  pedestal  she  has  occupied  in  the 
past,  and  who  do  not  think  that  she  should  be 
brought  down  into  the  impure  atmosphere  of 
political  strife.  I  will  not  say  it  is  reasonable 
to  assume,  but  I  think  it  may  be  so :  it  is  not 
unreasonable  to  assume  that  we  shall  now  have 
legislation  of  an  hysterical  and  experimental 
character.  I  think  it  will  go  in  the  direction 
of  attempting  to  make  people  sober  and  vir- 
tuous by  Act  of  Parliament.  It  has  been  said 
that  this  is  a  publicans'  Bill ;  that  it  is  all  in 
the  interest  of  the  publicans.  Can  it  be  for- 
gotten by  any  honourable  member  making  such 
an  assertion  as  that,  that  in  an  electorate  con* 
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taining  ten  thouBand  people,  two  thousand  of 
whom  are  on  the  roll,  it  a  thousand  vote,  six 
hundred  votes  can  shut  up  every  puhlichouse  ? 
'Can  it  he  said  that  any  measure  such  as  that 
unduly  favours  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
liquor  traffic  ?  It  appears  to  me  that  if  there 
is  any  virtue  in  regulating  the  liquor  traffic  at 
all  by  the  people,  this  Bill  goes,  with  excellent 
safeguards,  in  that  direction.  Now  I  want  to 
say  a  few  words  in  reference  to  something  that 
was  said  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua,  and  I  regret  very  much  that  I  am  at 
variance  with  the  honourable  gentleman  oi> 
this  question.  He  has  been  a  consistent  advo- 
cate of  temperance  for  so  many  years — indeed, 
before  I  settled  in  this  country ;  but  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  mistaken  in  his 
views  in  reference  |to  this  Bill.  He  has  com- 
plained to-day  that  under  this  measure  minori- 
ties will  rule.  If  minorities  will  rule  under 
this  Bill,  what  very  small  minorities  would 
have  ruled  under  the  measure  that  he  himself 
introduced  1  And  he  has  complained,  or  alleged 
rather,  that  the  working-men  do  not  wish 
publichouses  to  be  set  down  in  their  midst, 
and  he  instanced  the  constituency  of  Linwood 
as  one  where  no  publichouse  existed.  What  is 
this  Bill,  after  all  ?  Is  it  not  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  the  power  of  extinguishing 
the  liquor- trs^c?  And  if  the  working-classes 
«ce  so  strongly  in  favour  of  extinguishing  the 
liquor  traffic  as  he  contends,  here,  I  say,  is  a 
weapon  by  which  thoy  can  effect  their  purpose. 
I  do  not  think  these  arguments  are  worthy 
of  my  honourable  friend.  Now,  Sir,  I  have 
already  said  that  this  is  legislation  we  may 
accept.  At  any  rate,  it  is  legislation  of  an 
extremely  experimental  character.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  publichouses  can  now  be 
closed  without  any  compensation  whatever. 
From  an  abstract  point  of  view,  I  am  opposed 
to  that.  I  believe  that,  if  we  injure  the  people 
engaged  in  the  liquor  calling  by  enactment,  we 
should  compensate  them  for  the  injury  that  is 
done.  However,  that  is  a  question  which  is  not 
within  the  region  of  practical  politics.  Now 
I  want  to  say  two  or  three  words  with  refer- 
ence to  the  defects  of  the  measure.  In  the 
first  place,  the  licensing  districts  are  too  large. 
I  very  much  fear  that  in  the  country  districts 
'this  Bill  will  be,  in  very  many  instances,  ab- 
solutely inoperative.  The  licensing  districts 
should  have  been  the  counties  created  origin- 
ally in  consequence  of  community  of  interest. 
This  I  pointed  out  in  Committee  on  the  Bill. 
Now,  that  is,  I  believe,  a  fact ;  and  that  the 
proper  course  in  this  matter  was  not  adopted  is 
to  bo  regretted,  because  I  think  the  Bill  goes  in 
the  direction  of  reducing  the  number  of  public- 
houses  in  cities,  and,  I  think,  under  the  action 
of  this  Bill  the  worst  of  these  houses  would 
be  weeded  out.  There  is  another  defect  in 
tlie  Bill,  in  my  opinion,  and  that  is,  it  throws 
the  whole  expense  of  these  elections  upon  the 
ratepayers.  The  ratepayers  all  over  this  colony 
are  already  too  heavily  taxed.  Here  is  a  ques- 
tion relating  to  the  whole  population,  and  yet 
we  are  throwing  the  expense  of  these  matters 
Absolutely  on  the  ratepayers,  and  on  them 
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alone.  At  the  present  time  we  are  payinjg 
over  £500,000  in  local  taxation,  and  here  ia 
another  impost — the  last  pound  to  go  in  the 
direction  of  breckking  the  earners  back.  There 
is  another  thing  which  has  not  been  alluded 
to  by  any  of  the  preceding  speakers.  I  would 
have  gone  further  than  the  Bill  goes :  I  would 
have  said  that  a  three -fifths  majority  only 
could  reduce  the  number  of  licenses  in  a  dis- 
trict. Is  it  logical  to  give  ten  men  proteo- 
tion  under  the  three-fifths  majority,  and  ox^ 
man  only  the  protection  or  risk  of  the  bare 
majority?  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
lo^ic  in  that.  It  is  absolutely  inconsistent 
with  what  I  hold  to  be  the  principle  of 
the  BUI — that  of  giving  the  control  into  the 
hands  of  the  people.  The  apathy  of  the 
people  under  tne  existing  system  has  been 
alluded  to  to-night.  This  inertia,  however,  is 
not  likely  to  continue.  The  majority  of  the 
people,  I  believe,  are  content,  in  consequence 
of  tneir  action  under  the  old  system,  to  let — I 
will  not  say  "  well,**  but — "  not  too  bad*'  alone, 
I,  like  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu, 
who  has  just  spoken,  do  not  speak  as  an  ex- 
treme temperance  man ;  I  am  not  a  total 
abstainer,  nor  have  I  any  wish  to  be  so ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  I  am  very  strongly  opposed 
to  those  temperance  lecturers,  who  have  been 
alluded  to  to-night,  going  round  and  branding 
publicans  in  the  manner  in  which  they  do.  A 
publican  is  a  very  useful  man  in  the  com- 
munity, and  if  you  wish  to  make  a  man  an  out- 
cast you  have  only  to  treat  him  as  sucH,  and 
he  occupies  the  position  assigned  to  him.  All 
the  same,  I  believe  we  ought  to  have  the  regu- 
lation of  this  traffic,  so  that  its  efficiency  may 
be  secured — I  have  already  said  that.  I  have 
only  a  word  or  two  to  say  in  conclusion.  I  do 
not  believe,  as  I  said  before,  that  you  can 
make  people  either  sober  or  virtuous  by  Act 
of  Parliament.  But  you  may  assist  in  some 
degree  in  giving  them  an  inclination  in  that 
direction.  I  do  not  believe  that  you  can  by 
enactment  eradicate  all  that  is  vicious  in  a. 
people  ;  but  you  can  control,  perhaps,  in  some 
degree  the  vicious  propensities.  There  is  an- 
other thing  I  wish  to  say,  and  that  is  that, 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  said, 
this  is  not  a  settlement  of  the  question :  in 
fact,  no  member  of  the  House  could  bring 
in  a  measure  which  would  be  a  settlement 
of  the  question  so  long  as  extreme  views 
are  held  on  either  side.  No  Bill  contain- 
ing absolutely  prohibitive  provisions  would  be 
in  the  interest  of  the  community  under  ex- 
isting conditions ;  and  for  this  reason :  that  if 
you  legislate  in  advance  of  public  opinipn  you 
invite  infractions  of  the  law,  and  the  result 
is  demonstrated  in  America  to  be  demoralis- 
ing all  round.  I  believe  rather  in  evolution 
than  in  revolution.  The  more  slowly  we  go 
in  this  direction  the  more  quickly  we  shall 
travel.  All  steps  of  this  kind  must  be  taken 
slowly,  and  not  in  advance  of  public  opinion. 
The  reason  why  I  am  in  favour  of  this  Bill 
is  that  I  believe  it  goes  in  the  direction  of 
placing  the  regulation  of  the  traffic  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  and  even  though  it  ia 
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neoessaiy  to  hATe  half  of  the  total  number  of 
electors  on  the  roll  recording  their  votes  before 

S»a  can  have  a  valid  poll;  if  there  is  any 
terest  felt  in  the  question  at  all,  there  need 
be  no  diffionlty  about  that.  On  the  whole  the 
Qovemment  may  be,  from  my  point  of  view, 
congratulated  on  the  introduction  of  the  mea- 
sure. Of  course  it  is  experimental,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  think  it  is  a  measure  that  deserves 
a  fair  trial. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— Sir,  in  rising  to  speak  on 
this  subject,  I  may  say  that  I  have  listened 
with  very  great  attention  to  the  speeches 
made  on  the  subject  to-night;  but  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  a  good  many  of  the 
speakers— especially  the  last  two  speakers — 
have  spoken  without  having  made  themselves 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  on  which  they  spoke.  There  is  no 
man  whom  I  more  greatly  respect  for  his  gene- 
nJ  consistency  in  regard  to  great  principles 
than  I  do  the  last  speaker.  He  is  generally 
very  consistent  in  matters  of  this  kind ;  but  he 
has  spoken  on  this  Bill,  apparently,  without 
recognising  the  great  fact  that  the  Bill  violates 
one  of  the  first  and  greatest  principles  con- 
nected with  self-government  or  democracy.  I 
cannot  imagine  anything  more  inconsistent 
with  anything  like  what  we  call  first  prin- 
ciples, or  good  principles,  in  connection  with 
any  measure  than  that  we  should  first  of  all 
say  that  interested  parties — parties  who  have 
a  pecuniary  interest  in  any  public  question — 
are  the  parties  who  should  be  placed  in  a 
superior  position,  and  exercise  a  more  poten- 
tial vote  than  those  disinterested  parties  who 
have  no  object  in  view  but  the  welfare  of  their 
fellow  -  creatures.  But  the  great  blot  in  this 
Bill  is  at  the  latter  end  of  the  15th  clause, 
which  requires  that  one-half  of  the  electors 
on  the  roU  must  vote.  Now,  let  us  see,  what 
does  that  mean  ?  It  means  that  the  best-organ- 
ized, the  most  active,  the  most  wealthy,  and  in 
many  respects  the  most  influential  portion  of 
the  community,  who  have  a  direct  pecuniary 
interest  in  maintaining  this  traffic,  no  matter 
what  it  costs  in  the  way  of  blood,  groans,  or 
tears  to  the  rest  of  the  community — that  those 
who  have  an  interest  in  maintaining  it  for  the 
sake  of  their  own  pockets,  no  matter  what  may 
result,  or  how  many  thousands  of  widows  and 
orphans  and  still  greater  sufferers  it  may  create, 
are  under  this  Bill  not  only  to  be  placed  in  a 
superior  position,  and  to  have  a  more  potential 
vote,  than  those  who  have  no  interest  what- 
ever but  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-country- 
men and  of  their  country,  bat  we  actually  find 
a  special  provision  artfully  inserted  into  this 
Bill  by  which  the  votes  of  ten  thousand  patriots 
can  be  nullified  by  a  hundred  schemers,  who 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  stuff  the  electoral 
rolls  with  names  of  dummies  who  have  no 
existence,  and  therefore  cannot  vote.  Can  any- 
thing be  more  damaging  to  any  measure  than 
to  find  such  a  provision  in  it?  Talk  about 
minorities  or  majorities!  surely,  if  you  do 
make  a  difference,  you  should  let  that  differ- 
ence be  in  favour  of  those  who  have  no  pecu- 
luary  bias  in  the  matter.    But,  Sir,  I  do  not 


think  the  last  two  speakers  could  have  con- 
sidered for  one  moment  what  this  Bill  really 
does.  In  the  first  place,  it  gives  the  most  inter- 
ested and  the  best-informed  and  best-financed 
political  party  in  this  country  an  immediate 
and  direct  and  strong  interest  in  stuffing  the 
rolls  of  this  colony  as  far  as  they  can  possibly 
be  stuffed,  and  at  the  last  moment,  when  there 
is  no  prospect  of  and  no  power  for  revising  the 
rolls.  For  their  purpose,  dead  men  are  better 
than  live  men.  One  man  may  be  put  on  under 
half  a  dozen  different  names,  and  there  is  no 
penalty.  They  are  not  called  upon  to  record 
their  votes,  so  they  run  no  risk  with  regard  to 
personation.  There  is  nothing  to  do  but  to  get 
the  roll  stuffed,  and  to  stuff  it  to  any  extent, 
and  then  to  stop  away  from  the  poll,  not  taking 
the  trouble  to  vote,  and  keep  as  many  others 
away  as  possible.  I  say  the  thing  becomes  a 
dead-letter,  and  there  is  no  power  to  carry  out 
a  reduction  of  the  licenses  so  long  as  that  pro- 
vision remains  in  this  Bill.  We  know  that  is 
what  will  be  done ;  we  have  seen  it  done  when 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  getting 
persons  put  on  the  roll,  and  a  great  deal  of 
danger  in  calling  upon  them  to  vote ;  but  under 
this  Bill  there  is  no  limit — nothing  to  prevent 
rolls  from  being  doubled,  trebled,  quadrupled, 
if  we  are  to  leave  the  question  to  be  settled 
in  that  way — and  that  is  the  way  in  which  the 
question  will  be  settled ;  and  so  long  as  that 
provision  stays  in  the  Bill  the  Bill  will  be  abso- 
lutely worthless  in  every  sense  of  the  word — 
except  to  give  the  publicans  a  secure  tenure  of 
their  licenses.  In  fact,  it  is  a  delusion  and  a 
shskm.  The  country  asks  for  bread,  and  we  are 
giving  it  a  stone.  There  is  another  provision 
which,  as  I  said  before,  gives  a  positive  advan-. 
tage  to  the  pecuniarily  -  interested  portion  of 
the  community  with  regard  to  the  votes.  We 
have  heard — I  do  not  know  how  far  it  is  true 
— that  the  brewers  and  publicans  in  their 
wisdom  called  upon  the  Premier  and  sug- 
gested to  him  that  the  patriots  of  the  coun- 
try, those  who  are  called  the  prohibitionists 
and  those  who  were  interested,  as  they  said, 
in  the  abolition  of  the  traffic,  should  not  be 
allowed  to  vote.  Sir,  that  was  a  proposal  worthy 
of  them — worthy  of  their  ideas,  worthy  of  the 
men  whose  business  in  life  is  to  fill  their  own 
pockets  by  emptying  the  pockets  of  the  weak 
and  hungry,  and  to  call  every  one  who  resents 
these  selfish  designs  a  ffibddist  or  a  fanatic. 
Sir,  how  many  of  the  greatest  and  best  men 
whom  the  world  has  ever  seen  would  be  held 
unfit  to  vote  by  such  judges  1  When  one  whom 
they  would  call  the  greatest  fanatic  and  **  fad- 
dist" in  the  world — the  great  philanthropist 
Howard — went  through  Europe  and  expressed 
opinions  so  vastly  different  from  those  of  the 
rest  of  the  community,  and  so  strongly  ex- 
pressed those  opinions,  did  any  one  propose 
that  his  opinions  should  be  shut  out,  that  his 
views  should  not  be  heard,  that  he  should  not 
have  any  vote  in  the  matter?  So  far  from 
that,  even  the  Sovereigns  of  Kussia  and  Turkey 
treated  that  man's  opinion  as  worth  more 
than  the  opinions  of  any  thousand  in  the 
world  besides  — and  that  is  what  our  great 
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philanthropists  and  patriots  are  entitled  to  in 
matters  of  this  kind.  The  honest  opinion  of 
one  such  patriot  is  of  far  more  value  than 
the  ravings  of  all  the  licensees  and  publicans 
in  New  Zealand.  Sir,  I  speak  reluctantly 
against  the  Government  in  this  matter.  There 
is  some  good  in  the  Bill  as  a  Licensing  Bill, 
but  as  a  veto  it  is  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  hand  of  the  Government 
has  been  forced  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua.  Now,  if  the  Government  had 
been  wise  and  patriotic  it  would  have  been 
exceedingly  glad  to  see  the  subject  taken  in 
hand  by  some  one  else  rather  than  themselves. 
The  Premier  and  the  Minister  of  Bducation 
especially  have  aU  their  lives  been  engaged  in 
the  opposite  direction  to  that  of  temperance 
reform.  The  Premier's  early  education  was 
calculated  to  lead  all  his  sympathies  in  the 
direction  of  the  trade.  The  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation has  used  his  pen,  ever  since  he  left  off 
playing  marbles,  in  the  direction  of  defending 
the  traffic.  He  has  edited  papers  specially 
devoted  to  the  support  of  the  brewing  interest. 
What  is  still  worse,  he  has  acknowledged  in 
this  House  that  he  has  come  here  pledged  not 
to  improve  our  licensing  system.  Sir,  is  there 
anything  that  could  more  entirely  disqualify 
men  to  dea.1  with  this  question  than  the  posi- 
tion these  gentlemen  are  admitted  to  occupy  ? 
I  am  glad  to  support  them  in  matters  in  which 
I  believe  them  to  be  right,  and  I  hope  I  shall 
continue  to  do  so ;  but  I  shall  not  support 
them  in  matters  in  which  I  consider  their 
sympathies  are  not  in  the  right  direction, 
and  I  should  have  been  extremely  glad  if 
they  had  had  the  good  judgment  to  allow  this 
matter  to  be  dealt  with  by  those  whose  sym- 
pathies are  in  the  right  direction — that  is,  in 
the  interests  of  temperance,  morality,  and  the 
general  welfare  of  the  community  at  large. 
Now,  I  think,  under  these  circumstances,  it 
is  a  very  great  pity  that  this  Bill  has  been 
taken  up  by  the  Government  at  all.  Such  a 
Bill  will  not  give  satisfaction  to  the  country. 
It  will  not  prevent  this  burning  question  from 
taking  a  foremost  place  in  the  next  election, 
and  no  one  regrets  more  than  I  do  that  it 
should  be  left  as  a  leading  question  at  the 
next  election.  I  entirely  disapprove  of  block 
votes  altogether,  especially  of  block  votes  used 
to  exclude  men  from  this  House  because  their 
opinions  may  not  be  what  the  populace  believe 
to  be  right  on  one  or  two  questions.  This  is 
a  great  question,  I  admit ;  but  I  always  regret 
when  I  see  the  votes  of  the  people  thrown 
away  in  block  votes,  and  I  think  this  Bill  is 
directly  calculated  to  make  people  come  more 
determinedly  to  the  poll  on  this  question  than 
they  ever  did  before.  It  is  very  much  to  be 
regretted,  and  I  am  sorry  that  we  should  be 
obliged  to  lead  things  in  that  direction.  I 
know  the  Bill  is  about  to  be  carried,  and  I 
regret  it  on  other  grounds.  The  best  part  of 
the  present  Government  supporters — if  not  the 
largest  portion,  the  best  portion  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  supporters — have  come  to  this 
House  pledged  to  support  temperance  mea- 
sures. Their  support  of  the  Ballance  Govern- 
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ment,  and  even  of  this  Government,  has  been 
of  the  most  zealous,  faithful,  and  disinterested 
character,  and  yet  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  force  the  Bill  through  this  House 
whicli  their  best  supporters  do  not  approve  of — 
the  Bill  which  has  l>een  condemned  to-night 
strongly,  and  ably  too,  even  by  those  who  for 
party  purposes  intend  to  vote  for  it.  The 
Government  have  placed  all  these  temperance 
supporters  in  a  false  position  by  taking  up  this 
question,  which  might  have  been  better  left 
to  other  hands  of  their  own  party, — far  better 
left  in  the  stronger  and  cleaner  hands  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua.  I  need 
not  speak  longer  on  the  question ;  I  have  said 
strongly  what  I  think  on  the  subject.  I  may 
say  I  never  was  a  party -man.  I  never  felt 
that  my  duty  was  to  come  to  this  House  to 
follow  any  Government  through  thick  and  thin, 
right  or  wrong,  on  any  question.  This  is  a 
question  I  believe  to  be  an  important  one— one 
tnat  I  feel  very  strongly  upon — one  that  deeply 
affects  the  welfare  of  the  country;  and,  whether 
I  support  or  do  not  support  any  Government,. 
I  shall  do  what  I  consider  to  be  in  the  inter- 
ests and  for  the  safety  and  the  honour  of  the 
country  at  large. 

Mr.  MACKINTOSH.— Sir,  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  last  speaJcer  eis  to  the  action  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  this  measure.  I 
consider  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  ta 
introduce  this  measure,  and  unless  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  the  matter  in  hand  there  was- 
no  prospect  whatever  of  its  becoming  law.  The 
Bill  introduced  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  was  largely  supported  on  its  second 
reading.  One-half  of  those  who  voted  for  that 
measure  did  not  intend  to  follow  it  any  further. 
To  my  certain  knowledge  this  is  the  case,  as  a 
large  number  of  honourable  members  expressed 
themselves  to  that  effect.  The  question  is,  Is 
the  present  measure  an  improvement  on  the 
law  as  it  now  stands?  I  maintain  that  it  is 
a  vast  improvement.  Under  the  present  law 
ratepayers  alone  have  a  voice  in  regard  to  the 
control  of  the  liquor  traffic,  whereas  under  this 
Bill  the  whole  adult  population  of  the  colony, 
male  and  female,  are  called  upon  to  give  ex- 
pression to  their  views  as  to  whether  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  drinks  is  to  continue  or  not, 
and,  if  so,  to  what  extent.  Is  it  not  an  im- 
mense boon  that  the  question  has  been  rele- 
gated to  the  whole  population  of  the  colony^ 
male  and  female?  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  pointed  out  a  single  fault  in  this  measure, 
and  condemns  it  in  toto.  The  fault  he  finds  is 
in  the  proportion  of  voters  out  of  the  total 
number  of  the  adult  population  necessary  to* 
effect  certain  purposes.  Now,  there  is  nothing 
in  that.  If  experience  shows  that  the  Act 
does  not  work  well,  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  to 
amend  it  in  that  particular,  but  my  firm  belief 
is  that  it  will  work  very  well,  and  that  when 
the  vote  is  taken  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to 
the  other  more  than  half  of  the  population^ 
will  be  found  to  have  voted  on  the  question. 
The  publicans  may  plan  as  they  like,  but  they 
will  not  be  able  to  defeat  the  objects  of  thi& 
Bill.    Besides,  in  the  Bill  before  the  House' 
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the  districts  are  what  they  ought  to  be  — 
namely,  of  considerable  extent.  Fancy  what 
the  districts  are  at  present !  I  could  point  out 
some  small  townships  where  there  are  four 
Committees;  and  there  are  very  insignificant 
localities  also  where  two  Committees  exist. 
Now,  these  Committees  have  very  extensive 
powers.  They  can  by  a  little  agitation  shut 
up  one  or  two  houses  or  every  house  in  the 
locality.  This  Bill  is  calculated  to  do  justice 
to  the  present  publicans.  And  is  it  not  right 
it  should  be  so  ?  Was  not  that  interest  esta- 
blished by  law  ?  And  is  it  not  requisite  and 
perfectly  right  that  the  law  should  deal  justly 
with  them  ?  It  has  become  the  fashion  of  late 
to  ran  down  the  publicans  and  abuse  every- 
thing connected  with  them.  I  trust  that  total 
prohibition  will  be  brought  about  in  due  time 
by  educating  the  people  against  strong  drink. 
I  look  forward  to  the  time  when  every  public- 
house  in  the  colony  will  be  closed;  and  this 
measure  is  calculated  to  bring  that  about.  It 
will  give  the  publicans  peace,  and  a  certain 
amount  of  security,  while  lecturers  are  edu- 
cating the  people  to  give  one  vote  that  will 
extinguish  tne  liquor  traffic.  I  sincerely  wish 
to  see  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  drink 
abolished  in  this  colony ;  and  I  trust  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  drink  shall  not 
be  manufactured  or  legally  sold  in  the  colony. 
In  the  meantime,  deal  fairly  with  publicans ; 
as  in  addition  to  paying  £40  a  year  for  their 
license  they  have  many  other  difficulties  to 
contend  with,  and  they  are  interfered  with  in 
various  ways — by  the  police  and  others.  My 
wish  is  to  do  them  justice  while  the  drink 
traffic  is  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  the  land. 
The  present  Qovemment,  during  this  session, 
have  introduced  and  passed  several  measures 
highly  calculated  to  advance  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance, and  Id  doing  so  have  been  heartily 
supported  by  a  large  majority  of  the  members 
of  Uiis  House,  and  notably  so  in  extending  the 
voting-power  in  regard  to  the  management  of 
the  liquor  traffic  to  the  whole  of  the  adult 
population  of  the  colony.  Yet  if  you  dare  to 
have  an  opinion  of  your  own,  or  to  say  that 
one-half  of  the  people  should  vote  on  the  liquor 
question,  you  are  condemned  at  once  by  the 
extreme  prohibitionists  in  this  House  and  out 
of  it.  Had  not  this  Bill  been  introduced  by  a 
powerful  Government  it  would  not  have  been 
nearly  so  useful  a  measure.  Now,  my  honour- 
able friend  who  last  spoke  said  that  had  the 
Bill  been  introduced  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Inangahua  it  would  have  been  a  better 
Bill.  No,  it  would  not.  It  would  have  been 
a  one-sided  Bill.  It  would  not  have  done 
justice  to  the  licensing  interest,  as  this  Bill 
does.  The  action  of  the  extreme  prohibition- 
ists has  retarded  the  cause  of  temperance. 
The  extreme  action  taken  in  the  Sydenham 
case  raised  sympathy  in  favour  of  the  publi- 
cans. I  am  sure  that  is  the  case.  These  ex- 
treme men  will  not  give  this  Government 
credit  for  sincerity  in  endeavouring  to  pass 
this  useful  measure — a  measure  which,  I  con- 
tend, is  well  calculated  to  do  justice  to  both 
sides. 

VOL.  LXXXI.-30. 


Mr.  REEVES.— Sir,  I  hope  the  House  will 
pardon  me  for  rising  even  at  this  stage  to 
support  the  Bill,  and  to  defend  the  Govern- 
ment, possibly  at  some  little  length.  As  a 
rule,  the  debate  on  a  Bill  comes  on  its  second 
reading,  and  speeches  of  any  length  on  the 
third  reading  are  looked  upon  as  a  nuisance, 
and  almost  as  an  impertinence.  But  this 
time  we  have  the  unusual  spectacle  of  a  Bill 
passing  its  second  reading  on  the  voices,  and 
then  being  vehemently  debated,  criticized,  and 
denounced  on  its  third  reading.  At  the  same 
time,  I  may  say  that  this  turn  of  events  has 
not  at  all  taken  the  Government  by  surprise. 
It  is  only  to  a  great  extent  what  we  expected. 
We  never  supposed  for  a  moment  that  the 
Bill  would  please  both  extreme  parties  in  ex- 
istence in  me  colony  upon  this  question.  In 
fact,  it  was  a  moot  point  with  some  of  us 
whether  it  would  not  displease  both  of  them 
to  a  very  great  degree.  We  were  quite  certain  it 
would  displease  one  of  them,  and  the  only  con- 
solation we  had  was  that  if  it  displeased  one  it 
was  quite  certain  to  please  the  other,  and  vice 
versd.  We  did  not  know  when  we  introduced 
it  which  side  it  would  displease.  We  rather 
thought  it  would  be  hotly  opposed  by  the  pub- 
lican party,  and  supported  by  all  but  the  most 
extreme  of  the  temperance  side.  But  it  would 
appear  that  no  sooner  did  the  publicans  show 
signs  of  accepting  the  Bill  than  the  other  side 
seemed  disposed  to  denounce  it.  It  has  been 
laid  to  the  charge  of  this  unhappy  measure 
that  it  is  a  mockery,  a  delusion,  and  a  snare 
in  temperance  reform  because  it  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  a  number  of  those  supposed  to  be 
friendly  to  the  publicans.  Sir,  why  did  they 
accept  it?  It  was  because  they  thought  it 
was  the  less  of  two  evils ;  because  they  knew 
that  reform  must  come,  Gkud,  though  they  did 
not  like  reform,  they  were  prepared  to  accept 
anything  short  of  annihilation.  It  was  be- 
cause they  saw  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  denounced  the  Bill  hotly.  I 
say  it  was  the  eloquent  way  in  which  that 
honourable  gentleman  denounced  the  measure 
which  secured  for  this  Bill  a  great  deal  more 
support  from  the  friends  of  the  publicans  and 
brewers  than  it  would  otherwise  have  received 
from  them.  That  honourable  gentleman  has 
used  such  language  with  regard  to  the  mea- 
sure that  the  publicans,  many  of  them,  were 
tempted  to  distrust  the  evidence  of  thoir  senses 
and  their  intelligence,  and  to  think  that  this 
Bill  could  not  be  so  bad  from  their  point 
of  view  as  they  had  thought.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  know  that,  in  spite  of  all  that, 
they  do  not  like  the  Bill.  I  know  that  if  it 
were  not  for  the  existence  of  a  powerful  and 
ruthless  prohibitionist  party  in  this  colony 
this  Bill  would  have  been  cast  into  the  sea, 
if  the  publicans  and  the  brewers'  party  could 
have  cast  it  there.  But,  as  they  think  they 
must  'make  their  choice  between  reform  and 
annihilation,  a  number  of  them  are  prepared 
to  accept  reform,  and  to  make  the  best  of  a 
bad  job.  With  regard  to  some  of  the  argrmients 
which  have  been  cast  in  the  teeth  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  upon  the  head  of  the  Bill,  I 
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may  say  this :  The  Bill  has  been  criticized  in 
the  House  in  very  excited  language,  and  the 
same  kind  of  language  h£bs  been  applied  out- 
side the  House  to  the  Bill's  authors.  But, 
for  my  own  part,  I  think  that  temperance  in 
liquor  and  temperance  in  language  ought  not 
to  be  so  utterly  divorced  as  they  would  ap- 
pear to  be  held  to  be.  In  replying  to  objec- 
tions which  have  been  made,  I  may  say  that 
there  is  a  special  reason  for  dealing  calmly 
with  the  objections  which  have  been  hurled 
against  the  Bill  by  some  of  its  opponents,  and 
by  one  honourable  gentleman  in  particular, 
whom  I  still  wish  to  think  a  friend.  It  is  quite 
true  that  there  are  interested  persons  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony  who  are  attempting  to 
pit  one  portion  of  the  Liberal  party  against 
the  rest;  but  I  decline  at  the  present  time 
to  believe  that  their  efforts  will  be  successful. 
I  decline  to  believe  that  the  Liberal  party, 
which  upon  nineteen  questions  out  of  twenty 
is  at  one,  will  in  one  moment  be  cleft  asunder 
simply  because  on  the  temperance  question  they 
cannot  entirely  agree.  I  hope  the  day  is  not 
yet  come  when  the  Liberal  cause  will  be  divided 
because  we  happen  to  differ  on  one  important 
subject.  Let  us  remember  the  nineteen  sub- 
jects upon  which  we  can  agree  and  fight  side 
by  side,  and  let  us  not  be  severed  because  of 
the  twentieth  upon  which  we  disagree.  Mr. 
Saunders  gave  us  a  very  decided  speech  upon 
the  Bill,  and  such  a  one  as  might  have  b«en 
expected.  I  never  expected  that  honourable 
gentleman  would  see  with  the  same  eyes  as  the 
Government  on  the  temperance  question.  His 
beliefs  are  not  our  beliefs:  his  improvements 
are  not  our  improvements.  He  wants  such  a 
Bill  as  he  would  call  a  Veto  Bill,  and  which 
we  should  call  a  Prohibitionist  Bill.  But  he  re- 
luctantly admitted  that,  as  a  Licensing  Bill, 
there  was  some  good  in  this  Bill.  That  is  all 
we  could  expect  from  an  honourable  gentleman 
holding  his  views.  More  than  that  we  did  not 
expect  from  him,  and  more  than  that  we  did 
not  desire  or  deserve  from  him.  When  he 
turned  from  the  Bill  to  spoeJc  about  myself  he 
did  me  very  much  less  justice.  He  stated  that 
from  my  earliest  years  I  used  my  pen  con- 
sistently against  the  temperance  cause.  Well, 
Sir,  an  anonymous  journalist  is  not  usually  ex- 
pected to  take  the  public  into  his  confidence  as 
to  what  he  may  or  may  not  have  written.  But 
let  me  say  this :  As  far  as  I  can  remember,  I 
have,  during  the  course  of  my  life,  written  two 
articles,  and  two  only,  on  the  licensing  ques- 
tion. One  of  those  articles  was  written  in  the 
Lyttelton  Times  some  ten  or  eleven  years  ago, 
when  there  was  first  a  question  as  to  opening 
publichouses  in  Sydenham.  It  was  an  article 
strongly  against  the  step.  It  was  upon  the  side 
of  temperance.  The  people  of  Sydenham  had 
raised  the  point  themselves,  and  I  advised  them 
to  keep  the  publichouses  out  of  Sydenham  alto- 
gether while  there  was  yet  time.  The  other 
article  was  written  in  the  same  paper,  and 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  licensing 
cases  were  given  against  the  publicans  when 
heard  before  a  certain  Magistrate — they  were 
invariably  decided  in  the  .interests  of  the  pub- 
Mr,  Reeves 


lican.  The  article  did  not  mince  matters.  It 
openly  showed  that  in  a  number  of  cases  tried 
before  that  Magistrate  judgment  was  given  in 
a  certain  direction.  The  subject  occupied  a  good 
deal  of  public  attention  at  the  time,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  article,  of  which  I  was  the  author,  was 
the  means  of  doing  no  small  aonount  of  good. 
Those  are  the  only  two  articles  that  I  can 
remember  having  ever  written  in  a  newspaper 
on  the  licensing  question.  That  will  show  the 
great  injustice  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
remarks.  Then,  before  I  pass  from  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  speech,  I  would  say  that  he 
complained  that  this  was  a  Bill  which  put 
restrictions  in  the  way  of  disinterested  and 
self-sacrificing  people  who  went  to  the  licens- 
ing-polls  simply  for  the  good  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  and  that  it  gave  advantages  to  the 
other  side  who  are  not  disinterested — who  are 
not  seeking  the  good  of  their  fellow-creatures. 
But  the  advocates  of  reform  constantly  ask  for 
extraordinary  powers  to  enable  them  to  deal 
with  the  property  and  liberty  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  As  a  rule  I  support  the  measures 
which  give  them  the  powers  they  ask.  But 
are  these  ever  to  be  given  to  them  without 
being  hedged  round  with  some  safeguards? 
When  the  powers  are  so  extraordinary,  so 
unusual,  and  so  unprecedented  as  the  powers 
asked  for  by  the  prohibitionists,  I  say  that  we 
should  not  depart  from  our  usuaJ  custom  and 
give  them  without  any  safeguard  whatever. 
Bemember  this  :  What  are  these  disinterested 
gentlemen  asking  for?  They  are  asking  that 
the  bare  majority  should  virtually  confiscate 
a  large  amount  of  property  without  any  com- 
pensation. That  is  the  least  important  aspect 
of  it.  For  they  are  asking  for  the  power  to 
ruin  a  large  number  of  decent  and  respect- 
able citizens.  They  are  asking  for  power  to 
interfere  with  the  social  habits  of  ordinary 
life, — with  the  habits  of  thousands  of  tem- 
pnerate,  sober,  and  decent  people.  They  are  not 
simply  asking  for  power  to  do  away  with 
drunkenness,  but  they  want  to  take  away  the 
right  to  drink  alcoholic  liquor  from  hundreds 
and  thousajids  of  temperate  people.  That  is 
a  most  extraordinary  power  for  any  section  of 
the  commimity  to  ask,  and  I  say  that  in 
giving  that  power  we  have  a  right  to  hedge  it 
round  with  certain  safeguards.  There  is  one 
charge  I  wish  to  reply  to,  and  that  is  a  most 
unfair  charge  which  was  made  against  cer- 
tain of  us  this  afternoon  by  the  opponents  of 
the  Bill.  We  are  asked  now,  at  this  eleventh 
hour,  to  reverse  the  work  of  the  session — to 
postpone  dealing  with  this  question  until  next 
session.  We  are  told  that  those  who  come 
here  pledged  to  give  local  control  to  the  people 
should  vote  for  postponing  the  question,  and 
that  any  honourable  gentlemen  who  said  at 
the  last  election  that  they  would  oppose  any 
changes  in  the  existing  law  ought  to  turn 
round  now  and  vote  for  postponing  the  ques- 
tion until  the  next  session.  The  last  attack 
was  particularly  unfair,  and  it  was  levelled 
especially  at  me. 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^No;  there  are  several  in- 
stances. 
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Mr.  BEEVES.— Well,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's information  must  be  different  from  mine. 
As  far  as  I  know,  there  were  two  gentlemen 
who  were  thus  pledged  at  the  last  election. 
One  of  them  reconsidered  his  position,  and 
Toted  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  brought 
in. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— I  have  a  list  of  about  a 


Mr.  REEVES.— The  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  found  no  fault  with  him.  The  other 
one  to  the  very  last  voted  against  this  House 
dealing  with  the  licensing  question  this  session. 
At  the  Isist  time  he  stated  definitely  that,  if  the 
House  decided  to  deal  with  this  question  by 
passing  the  second  reading  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua's  Bill,  then  it  would 
become  the  duty  of  eveiy  one  who  did  not 
want  to  disfranchise  himself  to  try  to  make 
as  reasonable  and  as  sensible  a  reform  as  pos- 
sible. The  House  passed  the  second  reading 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua's 
Bill.  The  House  passed  it  by  an  enormous 
majority,  showing  thereby  its  determination 
to  deal  with  the  licensing  question  this  session. 
Moreover,  angry  accusations  were  hurled  at  the 
Government  by  those  who  suspected  them  of 
wishing  to  delay  the  question.  Therefore  the 
Government  were  put  in  this  position :  Either 
they  had  to  take  up  the  question  themselves, 
or  be  dragged  at  the  heels  of  a  private  mem- 
ber dealing  with  social  legislation  of  the  first 
ma^itude,  and  thereby  admit  that  they  were 
afraid  to  deal  with  it  themselves.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  took  the  matter  up,  and 
with  the  approval  of  a  large  majority  they  in- 
troduced a  Bill.  In  the  face  of  every  oppo- 
sition, that  Bill  was  read  and  passed  through 
'Committee  by  an  enormous  majority.  That 
Bill  had  to  be  forced  through  Committee,  and 
now  we  have  come  to  the  third  reading;  and 
yet  we  are  told  that  this  House  is  to  stultify 
itself,  that  the  Government  is  to  stultify  itself, 
and  that  I  am  to  stultify  myself 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  I  have  not  mentioned  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  name  in  any  speech  I  have 
made. 

Mr.  REEVES.— That  is  perfectly  true.  But 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  say  that  honour- 
able members  who  had  been  elected,  and  had 
pledged  themselves  at  the  time,  to  make  no 
alteration  in  the  licensing-laws  of  the  colony, 
would  break  their  pledge  should  they  vote 
against  him  to-night.  I  made  such  a  pledge. 
Therefore  his  words  applied  to  me,  and  there 
18  no  getting  out  of  it.  I  say  there  is  a  legal 
iriaTiTTi  that  one  cannot  blow  hot  and  blow 
cold.  The  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua has  been  blowing  very  hot  indeed  as 
to  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  the  licensing 
question  this  session.  I  think  it  will  be  pay- 
ing him  only  a  fair  compliment  to  say  that 
it  was  on  account  of  his  advocacy  of  it  that 
this  question  has  had  to  be  dealt  with  this 
session.  Had  a  less  vigorous,  less  determined 
man  been  returned  for  InangaJiua  this  question 
'would  never  have  been  forced  on  Parliament 


this  session ;  but,  having  forced  it  on,  I  do 
not  think  the  honourable  gentleman  can  now 
blow  cold,  and  protest  against  the  question 
being  dealt  with  this  session.  Is  that  a  fair 
way  to  treat  this  much-abused  Bill  ?  I  first  of 
all  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  a  Bill 
which  is  not  this  Bill — a  Bill  which  has  been 
referred  to  in  this  debate.  The  honourable 
member  for  Halswell,  in  the  very  interesting 
speech  delivered  this  afternoon,  quoted  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Bright  and  of  Mr.  Gladstone. 
He  was  assailed  for  doing  so,  and  was  re- 
minded that  Mr.  Bright  was  an  individualist 
Liberal — which  is  true — and  therefore  his  argu- 
ments would  not  be  given  very  much  weight  to 
by  socialistic  Liberals.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man was  also  reminded  that  Mr.  Gledstone 
bad  changed  his  views,  and  that  it  was  not  fair 
to  quote  the  opinions  of  the  Mr.  Gladstone  of 
many  years  ago — that  one  should  rather  look 
at  the  attitude  of  the  Mr.  Gladstone  of  to- 
day. The  member  for  Halswell  was  reminded 
that  a  Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Gladstone's  Go- 
vernment contains  the  principle  of  local  control 
of  the  liquor  trade.  I  admit  the  justice  of  the 
reminder,  and  I  look  not  at  the  Mr.  Gladstone 
of  years  ago,  but  at  the  Mr.  Gladstone  of  to- 
day. What  is  the  Bill  introduced  to-day  by  the 
Gladstone  Government?  It  is  a  Bill  which 
remits  the  question  of  the  direct  veto  to  a 
Conservative  class  of  people,  the  ratepayers. 
It  does  not  go  to  the  extent  of  providing  a 
periodical  veto  poll,  but  it  states  that,  unless  a 
tenth  of  the  ratepayers  petition  for  it,  no  matter 
what  may  be  the  views  of  the  mass  of  non- 
ratepayers  as  to  the  importance  of  having  the 
hotels  closed,  there  is  to  be  no  poll  at  all. 
The  Bill  does  not  touch  wholesale  licenses,  and 
so  is  there  open  to  the  same  objections  as  are 
urged  against  our  Bill.  Then,  if  it  becomes  law 
it  is  not  to  come  into  operation  for  three  years : 
three  years'  warning  is  to  be  given  to  the  pub 
lican  and  those  interested  before  a  direct- veto 
poll  can  be  taken.  And  then,  when  a  direct- 
veto  poll  is  to  be  taken,  how  is  it  to  be  taken  ? 
On  a  ratepayers'  vote,  with  a  two- thirds  ma- 
jority. They  do  not  go  nearly  so  far  as  our 
Bill,  which  proposes  a  majority  of  three-fifths. 
And  under  Gladstone's  Bill,  what  is  the  result 
of  a  poll  ?  Why,  Sir,  the  'licenses  of  the  railway 
restaurants,  of  hotels  established  for  the  com- 
fort and  accommodation  of  the  public,  and  of 
eating-houses  where  liquor  may  be  retailed  are 
in  no  case  to  be  affected.  As  Sir  William  Har- 
court  said  in  introducing  the  Bill,  it  was  only 
aimed  at  the  gin-palace,  the  bar  taproom,  and 
the  beer-shop.  It  did  not  propose  to  interfere 
with  the  ordinary  life  and  habits  of  the  people. 
As  a  measure  of  reform  our  Bill  is  leagues 
ahead  of  it.  Yet,  what  did  Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son  say  about  the  Gladstone  Government  Bill  ? 
I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  he  carries 
weight  with  temperance  people.  We  poo? 
politicians  may  deserve  the  hard  things  said 
of  us,  but  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  has  stood  in  the 
forefront  of  temperance  reform  for  at  least 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  What  did  he  say? 
Did  he  denounce  it  as  a  sham?  Did  he  say 
no  true  Liberal    could  vote   for  it?    Did  ha 
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denounce  it  as  reactionary  ?  No ;  he  called  it 
ft  Citizens'  Bill  brought  in  in  the  interests  of  all 
citizens  of  the  United  Kingdom.  He  called  it 
an  extension  of  local  self-government.  He  said 
he  could  not  comprehend  how  any  Liberal 
could  vote  against  it.  Finally,  he  called  it  the 
noblest  Bill  brought  in  since  the  attack  on 
negro  slavery,  and  prophesied  that  a  tempest  of 
public  approval  would  cany  it  to  a  triumphant 
issue.  Contrast  his  words  with  those  hurled 
by  New  Zealand  prohibitionists  against  our 
Bill,  much  more  advanced  as  it  is  than  Glad- 
stone's. Not  that  I  wish  to  press  the  analogy 
too  far.  I  do  not  suggest  that,  because  the 
English  licensing  reform  is  fur  behind  ours, 
therefore  we  should  not  go  on  at  all.  I  say, 
Sir,  that  we  ought  to  be  ahead  of  the  English 
law :  and  we  are  ahead  of  it.  Sir,  what  is  our 
Bill  ?  Let  us  look  at  it.  First  of  aJl,  in  pre- 
vious Acts  the  licensing  question  has  men 
simply  left  in  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers,  who 
are  a  conservative  class.  Our  Bill  popularises 
the  licensing  franchise ;  enables  all  residents  to 
vote;  will  shortly  enable  all  women  to  vote. 
Women  are  claimed  to  be  the  special  friends  of 
temperance.  I  believe  they  are,  though  not 
necessarily  of  prohi bition.  The  ratepayers  have 
been  tempted  to  oppose  the  closing  of  hotels 
for  fear  of  depriving  the  local  bodies  of  the  fees, 
and  so  raising  the  rates.  Now  the  ratepayers 
will  no  longer  dominate  the  'polls.  Then,  our 
Bill  greatly  reduces  the  number  of  districts 
and  Committees,  and  in  that  acts  in  the  spirit 
of  true  local-government  reform.  It  enlarges 
the  districts,  and  so  gives  prohibition,  if  ob- 
tained, a  chance  of  being  a  reality.  The 
honourable  member  for  Halswell  said  nothing 
truer  than  when  he  objected  to  "  parish  pro- 
hibition." The  attempt  on  such  a  scale  is 
absurd.  In  America,  when  they  try  prohibi- 
tion, they  try  it  in  what  are  virtually  na- 
tions ;  and  observers  of  their  experiments 
say  that  in  the  interior  of  prohibition  dis- 
tricts the  system  is  successful  enough,  whereas 
on  the  fringe  the  law  is  evaded  wholesale.  The 
only  objection  I  have  to  this  measure  is  with 
regard  to  the  prohibition  poll.  The  districts 
are  not  nearly  large  enough.  I  do  not  care 
how  small  the  administrative  districts  may  be, 
nor  do  I  care  how  largd  the  prohibition  districts 
are.  I  say  that,  as  regards  total  prohibition, 
if  the  districts  were  as  large  as  the  education 
districts  there  would  be  some  chance  of  its  be- 
coming a  rational  success ;  but  in  the  present 
size  of  the  districts  it  would  not  be  successful. 
Then,  the  Bill  enacts  that  in  the  case  of  a 
district  where  the  population  is  stationary  you 
will  never  have  an  increase  in  the  licenses. 
Then,  very  great  restrictions  are  placed  in  the 
way  of  increasing  licenses  in  districts  where 
the  population  may  increase.  It  involves 
the  principle  of  reduction  by  a  bare  majority 
to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent,  of  the  number 
of  houses  every  three  years.  This  mesuis 
that  every  three  years,  if  a  bare  majority 
wishes  to  close  25  per  cent,  of  the  houses, 
they  may  do  so,  and  the  result  is  that  with- 
in a  measurable  space  of  time  you  may 
carry  virtual  prohibition,  and  that  by  a  bare 
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majority.  This  Bill  does  give  prohibition, — 
virtual  prohibition,  by  a  bare  majority ;  but  it 
is  provided  that  it  shall  only  be  done  slowly, 
over  a  long  period  of  years.  Thus,  take  a 
district  containing  forty-eight  houses  as  a 
case  in  point.  In  seven  years  you  can  reduod 
those  forty-eight  to  twenty-one  houses,  and  in 
ten  years  you  can  reduce  the  number  to  sixteen. 
Do  you  believe,  does  anybody  maintain,  that 
the  mass  of  the  people  ask  for  greater  power 
to  be  given  to  a  hare  majority  than  that? — a 
bare  majority  not  merely  of  ratepayers,  but  of 
male  residents  and  of  female  residents.  Aa 
for  the  power  of  reduction,  it  is  quite  true 
that  reduction  is  not  equivalent  to  immediate 
prohibition.  What  we  say  is,  if  you  want 
local  prohibition  after  a  series  of  years  yoa 
may  have  it  by  a  bare  majority,  but  if  yoa 
want  it  in  a  hurry  then  you  must  get  it  by  a 
substantial  majority,  and  that  is  all.  I  have 
already  given  my  opinion  as  to  what  prohibition 
really  means — that  it  is  an  extraordinary  and 
tyrannical  power ;  that  it  not  only  affects  vested 
interests,  that  it  not  only  affects  the  livelihood 
of  working-men  and  women  and  investors,  but 
the  social  life  of  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
respectable,  honest  people ;  it  takes  away  from 
them  their  individual  freedom  as  regards  their 
social  life.  An  honourable  gentleman  who  was 
speaking  strongly  against  the  Bill  said,  **  If 
you  don't  trust  a  bare  majority  in  the  case  of 
licensing,  are  you  prepared  not  to  trust  it  in 
the  case  of  factory-laws  and  the  regulation  of 
shops?"  Well,  Sir,  what  are  our  factory-laws f 
What  are  the  laws  we  propose  to  carry  with 
regard  to  the  regulation  of  shops?  Is  there 
any  analogy  at  all  between  the  shop-laws  and 
the  confiscatory  and  tyrannical  proposals  of 
prohibition  ?  There  is  no  analogy  whatever. 
If  our  factors-law  was  a  law  that  gave  to  the 
people  in  a  district  every  three  years  the  power 
to  close  all  the  woollen-factories  and  all  the 
boot-factories  without  paying  any  compensa- 
tion, then  I  would  not  trust  it  to  a  bare  ma- 
jority. If  the  Act  with  regard  to  shops  were  an 
Act  which  meant  that  those  shops  should  be 
shut  up  not  half  a  day  in  six  days,  but  seven 
days  a  week,  without  giving  the  shopkeepers 
compensation,  I  would  not  trust  it  to  a  haze 
majority.  But  there  is  no  analogy  between 
regulating  these  industries  and  the  extraordi- 
nary power  that  is  asked  for  to  prohibit  the 
liquor  trade.  The  analogy  is  a  false  one.  To 
come  heuok  to  the  Bill.  It  transfers  from  a 
Committee  elected  by  the  ratepayers  the  power 
of  reduction:  that  is  taken  away  from  the 
Committee  and  transferred  to  a  bare  majority 
of  the  people.  And  remember  this:  Certain 
opponents  of  the  Bill  have  chosen  to  declare 
that  the  Committees  elected  by  the  ratepayers 
had  the  power  of  prohibition.  I  do  not  think 
)ihat  power  has  ever  belonged  to  them.  At  any 
rate,  let  us  look  and  see  what  they  have  done 
with  it.  Have  they  ever  exercised  it  except  in 
one  case  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Various  cases. 

Mr.  REEVES.— They  have  in  one  or  two 
trifling  instances  in  small  districts,  where  one 
or  two  houses  were  closed  because  they  were 
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not  requiied.  Bat  what  has  been  the  result  of 
the  administration  by  these  elective  Commit- 
tees ?  Contrast  the  number  of  licenses  in  New 
Zealand  in  1881  with  the  number  of  licenses 
existing  in  1893.  The  result  of  the  adminis- 
tration by  these  Committees,  with  these  fancied 
powers,  the  loss  of  which  is  regretted  and  de- 
plored, has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  licensed  houses  in  New  Zealand. 
That  has  been  the  result. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— How  many  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES.—A  large  number.  That  was 
the  result  of  giving  the  power  to  Committees. 
We  take  away  from  the  Committees  the  right 
of  doing  what  they  have  done  and  give  it  to 
the  people ;  we  take  it  from  the  ratepayers  and 
cive  it  to  men  and  women.  Then,  there  is  the 
by  no  means  unimportant  reform  in  regard  to 
the  hours.  Henceforth  licensed  houses  may 
keep  open  till  eleven  o'clock  and  no  longer.  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  experience  of  people 
who  have  watched  shows  that  there  have 
been  more  drunkenness  and  gambling  between 
eleven  and  twelve  at  night  than  during  any 
other  hour  in  the  twenty-four.  Then,  the  BiU 
stops  the  creation  of  special  districts— a  power 
which  was  always  open  to  abuse,  and  which 
in  some  instances  has  been  abused.  Then, 
the  Bill  makes  indorsed  convictions  affect  the 
house  and  not  merely  the  licensee.  Then,  the 
Bill  brings  clubs  under  inspection.  More- 
over, It  throws  obstructions  in  the  way  of  the 
creation  of  new  clubs,  and  gives  the  Licensing 
Committees,  elected  by  the  popular  voice  of 
the  district,  the  power  to  veto  the  granting  of 
any  fresh  charters.  And  this  is  the  Bill — a 
Bill  that  does  all  this — that  is  denounced  as  a 
mockery,  a  delusion,  and  a  sham.  This  is  de- 
clared to  be  a  Tory  Bill,  and  a  Bill  for  the 
introducing  of  which  we  are  not  true  Liberals. 
Now,  why  ?  On  what  grounds  do  honourable 
gentlemen  base  these  extraordincbry  charges? 
They  base  them,  apparently,  on  the  complaint, 
first  of  all,  that  we  .demand  a  three-fifths 
majority  for  total  prohibition,  and,  secondly, 
that  there  is  a  proviso  that  half  the  people 
on  the  roll  must  vote.  As  regards  the  three- 
fifths  majority,  I  have  to  a  certain  extent 
dealt  with  this  already;  but  I  do  not  flinch 
from  the  position  at  all.  I  do  not  accept  the 
taunt  that  has  been  thrown  out  that  any 
man  who  demands  a  distinct  majority  for  the 
direct  veto  is  no  true  Liberal.  I  again  go 
back  to  the  falsehood  of  the  analogy  between 
zepresentative  government  and  government  by 
direct  veto.  There  is  no  such  analogy;  the 
two  things  are  entirely  different.  Let  me 
say  I  do  mistrust  this  delegation  of  the  powers 
of  representative  government  to  a  direct  and 
simple  veto.  My  view  is  that  the  true  mission 
of  a  democracy  is  to  stand  by  representative 
government.  Make  the  franchise  as  liberal  as 
you  possibly  can ;  make  the  mode  of  election 
as  simple  as  you  possibly  can — no  Hare  system 
— no  complicated  fad  of  that  kind.  Bring  the 
representatives  in  as  close  touch  with  the 
people  as  you  can.  Bring  public  opinion  to 
worx  upon  your  representatives  as  much  as  you 
like,  through  the  newspapers,  through  the  plat- 


form, by  the  circulation  of  Hwnsardf  and  the 
reporting  of  speeches.  But,  when  all  that  is 
done,  leave  your  government  to  your  repre- 
sentatives. Because,  I  say,  the  verdict  of  history 
is  in  favour  of  representative  government  as 
against  government  by  direct  popular  vote. 
Now,  it  is  said  that  the  referendum  works 
well  in  certain  countries.  But  the  direct  veto 
is  not  the  referendum,  and  when  the  other 
night  I  stated  it  was  a  form  of  it  I  paid  it 
a  compliment  which  I  do  not  think  it  oy  any 
means  deserves.  Because  what  is  this  veto? 
It  is  neither  initiation  nor  referendum.  What 
is  the  initiative?  The  initiative  is  that  the 
people  shall  ask  Parliament  to  discuss  and 
take  up  certain  questions.  What  is  the  re- 
ferendum? It  is  that,  after  Parliament  has 
taken  up  the  question,  and  fought  it  out, 
discussed  it,  amended  it,  and  finished  with 
it,  possibly  the  question  may  be  referred  to 
the  people  to  say  whether  they  indorse  the 
action  of  their  representatives  or  not.  It  is 
a  simpler  form  of  appeal  to  the  country  than 
dissolution :  that  is  all  the  referendum  is. 
But  this  direct  veto  is  initiative,  referendum, 
and  discussion  by  representatives  all  rolled 
into  one.  This  is  government  not  by  repre- 
sentatives, not  by  discussion,  not  by  amend- 
ment, not  by  compromise  —  it  is  by  the  bare 
and  immediate  and  instantaneous  vote  of  a 
majority.  Now,  if  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua,  my  honourable  friend— if  he 
will  allow  me  to  call  him  my  friend — is  pre- 
pared to  say  that  he  will  dispense  with  all 
discussion  in  Parliament — that  a  printed 
Bill  is  to  be  brought  into  the  House;  that 
there  shall  be  no  motion  for  its  introduc- 
tion, no  first  reading,  no  second  reading; 
no  motion  to  go  into  Committee  on  it,  no 
discussion  on  clause  after  clause  and  clause 
after  clause,  with  the  accessory  innumerable 
amendments ;  no  division  after  division,  as  we 
saw  on  a  memorable  evening  here;  no  dis- 
cussion on  the  third  reading,  with  a  possible 
amendment  **  That  the  Bill  be  read  this  day 
three  months  "  on  the  third  reading ;  no  motion 
that  it  do  pass,  with  again  an  opportunity  for 
discussion  and  reconsidering  the  question ;  no 
reference  to  a  revisory  Chamber,  with  a  first 
reading,  second  reading,  discussion  in  Commit- 
tee, and  a  possible  reference  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  a  third  reading  there ;  no  veto  in  the 
hands  of  the  Crown ;  but  the  simple  introduc- 
tion of  a  printed  Bill,  to  be  passed  in  its  integ- 
rity there  and  then,  without  discussion  and  with- 
out hesitation— then,  I  say,  he  has  established 
a  case  for  an  analogy  between  representative 
government  and  government  by  direct  veto  by  a 
bare  majority.  But,  until  you  are  prepared  to 
abolish  all  this  procedure,  and  abrogate  all 
these  things,  there  is  no  true  analogy  between 
the  two.  I  do  hope  the  democracy  wiU  not 
abolish  all  checks  and  obstacles,  and  provi- 
sions for  consideration,  discussion,  and  re- 
consideration, and  amendment;  because  look 
at  the  histoiy  of  reform  in  New  Zealand  I 
How  many  times  has  any  proposal  as  placed 
before  the  people  at  a  general  election  there  and 
then  become  law  without  any  reference,  delay 
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or  amendment  ?  How  often  can  it  be  said  that 
a  Bill  or  a  proposal  submitted  to  the  people 
is  not  made  workable  and  improved  by  the 
process  that  it  goes  through?  Almost  never. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  the  delays  are  undue, 
but  they  are  a  concession  to  public  opinion. 
But,  as  a  rule,  all  this  process  results  in 
improvement.  And  what  it  does  result  in  is 
that  there  is  never  that  feeling  on  the  part 
of  the  minority  in  the  country  of  absolute, 
illogical,  unfair  tyranny  that  there  would  bo  if 
a  simple  bare  proposal  of  a  majority  at  the 
poll  were  forced  on  them  without  all  these 
opportunities  of  discussion,  amendment,  and 
improvement.  It  is  this  state  of  things  that 
makes  the  minority  submit  to  the  working  of 
a  democracy.  If  we  were  to  have  government 
by  the  simple  vote  of  the  people  I  doubt 
whether,  under  certain  circumstances,  the 
minority  would  not  be  driven  to  exasperation. 
Under  such  a  system  our  children  might  see  a 
civil  war.  Then,  Sir,  as  I  said  before,  what 
does  history  show  us  ?  Look  at  one  example, 
when,  under  the  most  favourable  circum- 
stances, national  democracy  tried  the  experi- 
ment of  government  by  popular  vote,  and  not 
by  representation.  Let  honourable  gentlemen 
read  the  work  of  Aristotle  on  the  Constitution 
of  Athens,  or,  if  they  have  not  the  time,  let 
them  peruse  any  common  Greek  history  to 
refresh  their  memories  as  to  the  history  of  the 
Athenian  democracy.  There  you  had  the  ex- 
periment tried  under  the  most  favourable  cir- 
cumstances in  which  it  could  be  tried.  The 
average  Athenian  democrat  was  what  we  should 
call  a  cultured  and  educated  gentleman ;  he 
was  a  man  of  property  ;  a  man  physically  and 
intellectually  trained ;  a  man  fit  to  talk  with 
Socrates  or  walk  with  Plato — to  appreciate  the 
poetry  of  Sophocles  and  the  art  of  Phidias.  The 
democracy  of  Athens  was  head  and  shoulders, 
intellectually  and  in  education,  above  a  large 
modem  community.  Moreover,  it  consisted  of 
men  who,  as  I  have  stated,  were  men  of  sub- 
stance ;  they  had  not  to  toil  incessantly ;  they 
had  not  to  devote  their  days  to  manual  labour. 
They  had  an  enormous  slave-population  to  do 
their  work  for  them ;  and  the  result  was  that 
they  were  able  to  devote  their  leisure  time — 
and  their  leisure  time  was  large — to  the  study 
of  public  questions.  They  were  almost  a  race 
of  professional  politicians — most  of  them  with- 
out pay.  And  yet  what  was  the  result  ?  That 
although  the  experiment  was  a  brilliant  and 
glorious  failure,  yet,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not 
impose  the  proper  checks  and  the  proper  ob- 
stacles to  hasty  decisions  of  the  people,  in  this 
respect  it  failed ;  and,  I  think,  in  this  respect 
at  least  it  has  been  deemed  to  be  a  failure  by 
all  constitutional  writers  and  abstract  critics. 
I  am  afraid  I  have  taken  the  House  rather  far 
away  from  the  Bill ;  honourable  gentlemen 
have  been  very  patient  to  listen  to  me,  and  are 
very  kind.  I  apologize  for  going  so  far  out  of 
the  way,  but  this  is  a  new  departure,  this  grant- 
ing of  the  direct  veto.  And,  as  I  shall  be  one 
who  will  have  to  defend  my  action  on  it,  and 
as  I  am  one  who  feel  very  keenly  about  it 
— as  I  feel  that  unless  it  is  accompanied  by 
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proper  checks  and  safeguards  the  democracy 
may  be  taking  a  new  departure  which  may  be 
fatal  hereafter— I  feel  it  my  duty  to  stand  up 
and  give,  frankly  and  fully,  my  reasons  for 
dissenting  from  it.  Passing  from  this,  it  is 
said  that  all  the  prohibitionists  ask  is  direct 
control  —  direct  local  control  —  absolute  local 
control;  that  they  do  not  want  prohibition; 
that  they  recognise  they  are  in  a  minority. 
I  am  glad  they  recognise  they  are  in  a 
minority.  But,  Sir,  I  do  not  recognise  the 
right  of  a  minority  to  absolutely  shape  the 
legislation  of  this  House.  I  say,  when  a 
minority  cannot  get  things  absolutely  its 
own  way,  cannot  get  a  Bill  which  absolutely 
satisfies  it,  I  do  not  think  it  should  turn 
round  and  use  strong  language  with  regard 
to  the  majority.  I  am  glad  the  prohibitionists 
recognise  that  they  are  in  a  minority.  I  am 
glad  they  recognise  that  the  moderates  and 
the  opposite  extremists  are  in  a  large  majority, 
and  I  think  they  should  concede  the  right  of 
the  large  majority  to  shape  the  legislation  of 
this  House  on  lines  which  that  majority  con- 
sider reasonable.  The  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  said  they  did  not  ask  for  prohibi- 
tion— all  they  asked  for  was  absolute  local 
control.  The  use  of  the  word  "control"  by 
platform  speakers  outside  is  a  sophisticated 
confusion  of  the  word  "  control "  with  the 
word  "  annihilation."  This  Bill  gives  you 
absolute  control,  in  so  far  as  you  can  control, 
govern,  and  restrict  the  trafiic.  It  gives  you 
more :  it  gives  you  power  gradually,  over  a 
series  of  years,  of  virtually  working  that  traffic 
out  of  existence  on  a  bare  majority  by  a  series 
of  reductions.  I  do  not  call  that  control.  I 
call  that  a  slow  process  of  annihilation.  The 
Bill  not  only  gives  control,  but  it  gives  mor© 
than  control,  to  the  bare  majority.  But  it 
says,  if  you  want  this  annihilation  to  be  done 
all  in  a  hurry,  then  that  power  must  only  be 
given  to  a  substantial  majority.  I  say  that 
control  is  one  thing,  and  annihilation  is  an- 
other, and  that  prohibition  is  not  control,  but 
annihilation.  We  ought  to  guard  ourselves 
against  confusing  these  two  terms.  A  father 
has  a  right  to  control  his  child,  but  he  has  not 
the  right  to  terminate  its  existence  at  his  own 
sweet  will.  A  schoolmaster  has  a  right  to  con- 
trol his  pupil,  but  he  has  no  right  to  murder 
him.  The  gaoler  has  control  of  the  prisoner* 
but  has  no  right  to  shoot  the  prisoner  at 
his  pleasure.  Control  is  one  thing;  onnihQa- 
tion  is  another ;  and  we  should  not  allow  the 
public  mind  to  be  confused  on  that  very  im- 
portant issue.  We  are  told  there  is  no  half- 
way house  between  absolute  free-trade  in  liquor 
and  the  giving  of  the  right  of  prohibition  by  a 
bare  majority.  That  is  exactly  what  I  deny. 
There  is  the  power  of  absolute  control ;  there 
is  the  whole  system  of  licensing,  or  else  the 
licensing-laws  ought  to  be  swept  off  the  statute- 
book.  Are  we  to  have  free-trade  in  liqaor, 
tempered  by  an  annual  poll  at  which  a  bare 
majority  of  the  people  shall  have  the  right  to- 
determine  what  is  right  for  us  ?  What  would 
be  the  result  ?  New  Zealand  would  be  deluged 
with  liquor  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the 
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other,  and  every  year  people  "would  be  driven 
to  the  poll  to  decide  "whether  they  should  be 
deluged  with  liquor  for  another  twelve  months, 
or  whether  the  whole  thing  was  to  be  suddenly 
knocked  on  the  head.  There  would  be  no 
moderation,  no  halting  between  these  two  ex- 
tremes, no  licensing,  no  restriction ;  but  free- 
trade  on  the  one  band,  and  prohibition  on  the 
other.  I  say  there  is  a  half-way  house  in  this 
matter,  and  the  half-way  house  is  provided  in 
this  Bill.  The  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn  admitted  that  there  was  good  in  this  Bill 
as  a  Licensing  Bill.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
peculiar  views  he  holds,  I  venture  to  say  he 
would  have  admitted  not  only  that  there  was 
good  in  the  Bill,  but  the  Bill  was  good 
almost  from  end  to  end.  I  do  not  agree,  as 
an  individual,  with  eveiything  that  is  in  the 
Bill.  Practical  politicians  know  that  a  Bill 
brought  down  by  the  Government  is  always  the 
result  of  compromise — that  no  member  of  a 
Government  is  allowed  to  have  absolutely  his 
own  way  in  a  Bill,  but  that  a  matter  is  fought 
out  in  Cabinet,  and  the  Bill  is  the  result  of  an 
agreement  between  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Then  it  is  brought  down,  and  members 
of  the  Government  stand  loyally  by  it  on 
important  points.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not 
think  that  in  any  of  the  important  charges 
that  have  been  brought  against  this  Bill  its 
opponents  have  substantiated  their  case.  I 
have  dealt  with  the  three-fifths  majority.  I 
now  come  to  deal  with  the  other  charge — that 
the  Bill  will  be  a  sham — will  be  nugatory — 
because  of  the  provision  in  subsection  (5)  of 
clause  15  that  one-half  the  people  on  the  roll 
shall  vote.  Now,  if  there  were  to  be  only  an 
ordinary  purging  of  the  rolls  between  now  and 
the  licensing  election  I  should  say  the  charge 
had  some  foundation.  But  there  is  to, be  no 
ordinary  purging  of  the  rolls ;  there  is  to  be 
such  a  purgation  as  New  Zealand  has  never 
seen  before.  It  is  to  be  more  than  purgation. 
The  whole  of  the  dead  men,  the  whole  of  the 
lunatics,  the  whole  of  the  lazy  and  apathetic 
people —  so  feelingly  referred  to  by  some  of 
my  honourable  friends — are  to  be  swept  oS  in 
one  act. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— They  are  to  be  put  on 
again  directly. 

Mr.  REEVES.— They  are  to  be  put  on  again 
directly !    I  venture  to  say,  Stufi  and  nonsense. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— And  ten  times  the  num- 
ber. 

Mr.  REEVES.—"  And  ten  times  the  num- 
ber!"  Well,  I  will  take  the  honourable  gentle- 
man on  that  statement.  In  Ghristchurch,  I 
fauicy,  when  the  women  are  on  the  roll,  it  will 
consist  of  about  thirteen  thousand  people.  I 
take  it,  if  the  general-election  poll  is  like  all 
other  polls,  at  the  outside  the  poll  will  be  about 
8,500 ;  so  that  4,500  people  will  be  knocked  oS. 
But,  according  to  my  honourable  friend,  they 
will  be  put  on  again,  and  ten  times  the  num- 
ber ;  in  other  words,  45,000  will  be  put  on  the 
Ghristchurch  roll — a  fair  example  of  the  hasty, 
unconsidered  language  into  which  the  oppo- 
nents of  this  Bill  are  betrayed.  I  should  like  to 
see  the  publicans'  ring  which  will  manage,  be- 


tween December  and  March,  to  put  4,500  bogus 
votes  on  the  roll.  Why,  Sir,  to  do  that  they 
must  corrupt  the  Government,  they  must  bribe 
the  public  officials,  they  must  hocus  the  whole 
of  the  prohibitionists  and  the  whole  of  the 
"  moderates  " — if  such  infamy  is  to  be  carried 
on  in  the  light  of  day.  Why,  a  week  after  the 
first  twenty  names  were  put  on  the  roll  there 
would  be  such  a  howl  as  would  re-echo  not  only 
in  Ghristchurch,  but  throughout  the  whole  of 
New  Zealand.  If  I  thought  the  honourable 
member  was  stating  facts  when  he  indulges  in 
these  awful  prophecies  I  should  vote  with  him 
now  to  stop  the  Bill  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the 
clause.  I  admit  the  whole  working  of  the  Bill 
hangs  on  that  clause.  I  admit,  if  the  pro- 
phecies of  those  honourable  gentlemen  are  true, 
the  Bill  will  be  rendered  largely  nugatory,  and 
will  have  to  be  amended ;  and,  if  their  friends 
give  me  a  chance  of  voting  in  the  direction 
of  amending  it  next  session,  I  will  give  them 
my  loyal  support  in  amending  it.  I  admit  it 
is  an  arguable  question  as  to  whether  two- 
fifths  or  one-half  is  the  proper  quota  to  prevent 
a  poll  being  void.  Individually,  I  should  have 
been  willing  that  the  proposal  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  Gity  (Mr.  Sand- 
ford)  should  be  carried,  and  the  one-hsJf 
be  reduced  to  two-fifths.  But,  however,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  purging  of  the  rolls  will  be 
such  as  has  never  been  seen  before,  and  the 
rolls  next  January  will  consist  solely  of  those 
who  are  able  to  vote.  You  will  have  a  roll  in 
Ghristchurch  next  January  solely  consisting  of 
people  able  and  willing  to  vote  at  the  licensing 
election,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  by  March 
there  will  be  very  little  difference  in  the  roll. 
Judging  by  the  present  state  of  popular  feeling 
about  licensing  in  Ghristchurch,  next  March 
you  will  have  a  four-fifths  vote  of  the  people 
on  the  roll.  And  I  venture  to  say  that  vote 
will  be  cast  by  a  large  majority  in  favour  of  a 
reduction.  So  the  first  result  of  this  much- 
abused  Bill  in  Ghristchurch  may  be  such  a  re- 
duction of  publichouses  within  twelve  months 
as  all  the  friends  of  temperance  and  prohibition 
have  not  been  able  to  bring  about  during  the 
last  generation.  It  is  in  that  belief  I  support 
the  l^ird  reading  of  the  Bill.  One  honourable 
gentleman  stated  that  the  Bill  puts  a  premium 
on  publichouses — that  the  licensed  victuallers 
themselves  would  have  given  a  more  reasonable 
measure.  That  sort  of  thing  is  not  criticism, 
it  is  fantastic  invective.  It  is  not  criticism,  it 
is  wild  exaggeration.  I  venture  to  say,  with  all 
due  deference  to  Sir  Robert  Stout,  that  I  know 
more  about  the  feelings  of  the  licensed  vic- 
tuallers than  he  does,  and  that  it  is  only  because 
the  licensed  victuallers  are  told  by  the  Govern- 
ment that  either  this  Bill  must  be  passed  or 
they  will  get  a  much  worse  Bill  that  they  ac- 
cept the  Bill  at  all. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Who  would  give  them  a 
much  worse  Bill  ? 

Mr.  REEVES.— You  and  your  friends  would. 
If  the  whole  question  of  licensing  reform  were 
to  be  blocked  for  six  years,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  virtually  asking,  then  I  venture 
to  say  that  six  years  hence  this  liquor  traffic 
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would  have  expanded  to  Buch  a  degree  that 
a  more  drastic  Bill  would  be  neoessary.  If 
this  Bill  were  not  passed,  then  for  six  years 
we  might  expect  mortal  conflict  between  the 
extreme  prohibitionists  on  the  one  side  and 
the  brewers  and  publicans  on  the  other.  In 
the  meantime  the  mass  of  the  people  would  go 
to  the  wall.  The  interests  of  the  mass  of  the 
people  would  be  neglected;  the  moderates 
would  have  no  voice  in  the  question;  the 
quantity  of  liquor  sold  in  the  colony  would 
be  enormously  increased ;  the  law  would  be 
evaded  and  laughed  at  wholesale ;  and  the  result 
would  be  that  six  or  seven  years  hence  a  mere 
drastic  Bill  would  be  necessary.  But  an  irre- 
parable evil  would  have  been  done,  and  the 
Bill  then  passed  would  only  do  what  this  Bill 
will  do  now.  I  ask  honourable  gentlemen  not 
to  wait— not  to  allow  the  licensing  question  to 
remain  a  happy  hunting-ground  for  extremists. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  right.  I  think  the  mass 
of  the  people,  who  are  moderates,  who  do 
not  belong  to  either  extreme,  should  take 
this  question  resolutely  in  hand  and  decide 
it  on  their  own  lines.  The  curse  of  New 
Zealand  has  been  that  these  licensing  elec- 
tions have  been  simply  duels  between  the 
extremists  on  either  side.  The  mass  of  the 
moderates  either  have  not  voted  at  all,  or 
have  voted  for  the  brewer  under  the  belief  that 
they  had  to  do  so  or  go  the  whole  way  for 
prohibition.  We  want  to  stop  that.  We  want 
to  bring  m  a  new  phase  altogether.  That 
phase  is  a  substantieil,  right,  and  regular  re- 
duction— a  thing  that  has  hardly  ever  been 
seen  in  New  Zealand  before,  but  which,  if  this 
Bill  passes,  and  works  properly,  will  be  seen 
year  by  year,  and  will  clothe  the  whole  ques- 
tion with  a  new  aspect.  We  want  to  see  this 
question  cease  to  be  a  dual  to  the  death  be- 
tween the  Bev.  Mr.  Isitt  and  his  friends  on  the 
one  side  and  the  Licensed  Victuallers*  Associa- 
tions on  the  other.  In  order  to  bring  about 
this  change,  I  beg  the  House  to  ^s  this  Bill. 
Again,  it  is  said — and  I  think  it  is  a  most 
unworthy  taunt — that  those  who  vote  for 
this  Bill,  and  did  not  vote  for  the  Bill  that 
came  before  it,  are  not  true  Liberals.  What 
does  that  mean?  It  means  that — ^with  one 
most  prominent  and  honourable  exception — 
almost  every  man  who  is  in  the  forefront  of 
Liberalism  in  the  colony  is  to  be  branded  as 
not  a  true  Liberal.  It  means  that  the  late 
Premier,  who  built  up  this  great  party  of  which 
we  are  now  so  proud — a  party  which  it  is  to  be 
fervently  hoped  will  not  be  cleft  asunder  by 
this  disturbing  element — it  means  that  the 
Premier  now  in  his  grave,  had  he  been  alive, 
would  be  branded  as  no  true  Liberal :  because, 
I  venture  to  say,  from  what  I  remember  of  his 
opinions,  he  would  have  thought  this  Govern- 
ment Bill  an  extreme  measure.  He  never 
denied  that  he  was  in  favour  of  fair  compensa- 
tion. It  means  that  the  present  Minister  of 
Lands,  who  is  supporting  this  Bill,  and  who  I 
should  say  is  not  only  truly  Liberal,  but  is  recog- 
nised as  such  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to 
the  other,  is  to  be  branded  as  no  true  Liberal. 
It  means  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
Mr,  Reeves 


member  of  the  Executive,  Mr.  Montgomery, 
who  led  this  party  for  years  in  the  face  of 
great  adversity,  and  who  has  always  been,  I 
venture  to  say,  as  true  and  faithful  a  Liberal 
as  any  man  in  New  Zealand,  is  to  be  branded 
as  no  true  Liberal.  It  means  that  the  Pre- 
mier,— ^who,  whatever  his  faults  may  be,  at 
any  rate,  no  one  will  deny,  has  stood  in  the 
forefront  and  fought  the  battle  of  Liberalism 
through  good  and  evil  report  for  the  last  fifteen 
years, — that  he  is  to  be  branded  as  not  a  true 
Liberal.  It  means  that  men  outside  the  Gro- 
vemment,  men  who  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve 
years  have  fought  for  our  party  without  office 
or  reward— men  like  the  honourable  member  for 
Oamaru  and  the  honourable  member  for  East 
Coast,  most  faithful  members  of  the  Liberal 
party — are  to  be  branded  8bs  not  true  Liberals. 
That  taunt  has  been  thrown  out  against  me  in 
Ohristchurch.  I  do  not  claim  to  be  in  the  same 
high  position  as  the  gentlemen  whose  names  I 
have  mentioned,  as  compared  with  whom  I  am 
a  man  of  yesterday.  But  this  I  do  claim: 
that  for  the  last  seven  years  I  have  stood  in  the 
hottest  of  the  fight,  and  fought  the  battle  of 
Liberalism  before  the  public  without  flinching. 
In  the  seven  years  before  that,  although  I 
was  not  in  public,  stiU  I  fought  the  battle  with 
my  pen.  And  I  ask  honourable  gentlemen 
to  consider  this:  With  one  very  honourable 
exception, — the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua, — are  the  leaders  of  the  prohibitionists 
the  men  to  whom  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
would  naturally  turn  if  they  were  asked  to 
point  out  their  own  leaders?  Look  at  the 
Liberal  legislation  of  the  last  twenty  years. 
Has  it,  as  a  whole,  been  carried  by  gentlemen 
who  have  been  prominent  in  the  prohibitionist 
party  ?  or  has  it  been  carried  by  the  men  against 
whom  the  taunt  is  now  thrown  out  that  they 
are  nb  true  Liberals?  I  say  we  hivve  done  the 
work :  and,  though  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  has  done  work,  and  though  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  W. 
Hutchison),  and  one  or  two  others,  have  stood 
by  us  and  done  work,  I  say  it  is,  on  the  whole, 
to  the  supporters  of  this  Bill,  and  to  the  man 
who  is  in  his  grave,  Mr.  Ballance,  that  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  would  turn  if  they 
were  asked  who  were  the  leaders  of  the  Libertd 
party, — who  were  the  true  Liberals  of  New 
Zealand.  And  therefore  I  ask  the  people  oat> 
side  the  House,  and  members  in  the  House, 
to  think  upon  that.  I  ask  Liberals  to  ap- 
proach this  question  free  from  bitterness.  I 
ask  them,  in  the  battle  now  coming  on  at  the 
general  election,  not  to  make  this  licensiog 
question  a  disturbing  element,  or  a  means  of 
cleaving  the  party  in  twain,  but  to  work,  as 
far  as  ihey  can,  hand  in  hand  and  shoulder 
to  shoulder. 

Mr.  SANDFOBD.— After  the  very  eloquent 
and  comprehensive  speech  which  we  have  heard 
from  the  Minister  I  think  we  might  oome  to 
an  issue  on  this  question,  .but  I  do  not  feel  dis- 
posed to  give  a  silent  vote,  especially  in  ityoe 
of  the  fact  that  I  suppose,  of  all  places  in  New 
Zealand,  the  constituency  which  the  Minister 
and  his  colleagues— Mr.  Taylor  and  myself — 
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represent  is  the  most  perturbed  in  resard  to  this 
liquor  question.  Honourable  members  will  no 
doubt  have  to  answer  to  their  constituents  for 
their  votes  on  this  subject,  and  if  there  are 
any  who  are  sure  to  be  called  upon  to  do  so 
it  is  we,  the  three  members  for  Ghristohurch 
City.  I  may  say,  in  approaching  this  subject, 
that  I  do  not  think  the  Premier  has  quite 
fulfilled  the  pledge  he  gave  the  House  when  he 
said  he  would  bring  down  a  Bill  which  would 
please  all  parties.  I,  however,  congratulate 
him  upon  not  having  fulfilled  that  promise. 
Had  he  brought  down  a  Bill  which  would  have 
pleased  all  parties — the  extreme  liquor  party 
and  the  extreme  temperance  party — I  should 
have  said  that  such  Bill  was  useless.  The  mere 
fact  that  both  the  liquor  parby  and  the  extreme 
temperance  party  have  abused  the  Government 
is  in  itself,  to  my  mind,  one  of  the  strongest 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  There  are 
in  it  two  or  three  weak  points,  to  which  I 
wish  to  refer.  I  consider  that  the  Minister — 
and  he  knows  my  opinion  on  the  subject — has 
made  a  very  grave  mistake  in  inserting  the 
three-years-Ucense  clause.  Up  to  the  present 
time  it  has  been  recognised  that  a  man  who 
kept  his  house  as  it  should  be  kept  almost  in- 
variably received  a  continuance  of  his  license, 
but  it  has  never  before  been  given  expression 
to  on  the  statute-book.  I  do  hope  even  now 
that  in  another  place  this  clause  will  be  struck 
out.  Another  weak  clause  is  that  which  pro- 
vides for  one-half  of  the  electors  on  the  roll 
voting.  On  this  point  I  think  the  Premier 
might  fairly  have  given  way  and  accepted  my 
amendment :  not  that,  personally,  I  have  any 
fear  of  the  vote  falling  through ;  but  placing 
the  limit  at  a  lower  proportion  would  have  re- 
moved any  cause  for  fear,  and  disarmed  much 
opposition.  I  believe  there  will  be  sufficient 
interest  throughout  the  oounti^  to  secdTe  a 
proper  poll  being  taken,  especially  with  the 
thoroughly-purged  rolls.  I  was  certainly  sur- 
prised to  near  the  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn  make  the  statement  that  the  bulk  of  the 
roll  would  be  doubled  and  quadrupled,  between 
the  time  of  the  general  election  and  the  licens- 
ing election,  by  the  addition  of  fresh  names. 
The  Minister,  I  think,  fairly  reduced  the  honour- 
able member's  contention  to  an  absurdity.  I 
should  like  to  point  out,  regarding  this  ques- 
tion of  three -year  licenses,  that  the  Alliance 
party  themselves  have,  to  some  extent,  recog- 
nised that  the  liquor  interest  has  some  claim 
to  compensation.  I  suppose  the  AUiacce  and 
the  extreme  party  will  oe  horrified  when  they 
are  told  that  such  is  the  case.  I  have  only  to 
draw  attention  to  this  fact :  that  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Walker's  Alcoholic  Veto  Bill  provided  for  some 
seventeen  months'  notice  being  given  to  the 
publican  in  the  shape  of  time  compensation 
before  the  vote  should  take  efiect.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua,  in  bringing  for- 
ward one  of  his  Bills— the  Direct  Veto  Bill- 
made  a  similar  provision.  Such  provisions  as 
these  show  that  the  proposers  think  that,  while 
there  is  no  legal  right,  there  is  some  moral  right 
to  compensation  or  consideration.  I  deny  ab- 
solutely that  there  is  any  legal  claim.   Before 


coming  to  this  House  I  did  not  pose  as 'a 
champion  of  the  extreme  temperance  party, 
and  I  think  the  liquor  party  will  hardly  re- 
gard me  as  their  champion.  The  honourable 
member  for  Manukau  referred  to  the  fact  that, 
while  this  Bill  has  been  before  the  House,  some- 
times I  have  voted  with  the  liquor  pflbrty  and 
sometimes  on  the  side  of  the  prohioitionists. 
My  action  may  be  accounted  for  by  this :  that 
I  distinctly  declined  to  be  led  or  dictated  to  by 
either  section.  Before  approaching  the  subject 
I  laid  out  for  myself  a  definite  line  of  action, 
which  was,  to  do  what  I  held  to  be  in  the  best 
interests  of  aU  parties  concerned;  so  on  this 
Bill  I  have  sometimes  voted  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua  and  sometimes  I 
have  been  directly  opposed  to  him.  For  my 
votes  and  action  here  I  am  prepared  to  answer 
to  my  constituents.  I  believe  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  are  not  extreme  prohibi- 
tionists, nor  are  they  supporters  of  the  liquor 
party.  I  believe  the  majority  desire  that  the 
licensing -laws  shaJl  be  amended.  They  wish 
to  have  the  power  of  reducing  the  number  of 
licenses,  and  of  ultimately  abolishing  them  al- 
together if  they  so  desire.  That  power  is  given 
to  them  by  this  Bill ;  and  if  it  should  prove 
that  my  support  of  this  measure  means  politi- 
cal death — and  of  this  some  of  my  friends  are 
quite  certain — at  least  I  shall  meet  that  fate 
with  the  assurance  that  I  have  done  what  I  be- 
lieved to  be  right,  irrespective  of  the  extremists 
on  either  side  of  the  question.  Exception  has 
been  taken  to  the  three-fifths  majority  to  carry 
total  prohibition,  but  in  this  respect  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  has  been  somewhat  inconsistent. 
Reference  was  made  the  other  night  to  the 
fact  that  in  1876  the  honourable  member  agreed 
to  a  two-thirds  majority ;  and  his  reply  was  to 
the  effect  that  in  those  days  he  was  prepared  to 
take  what  he  could  get ;  and  yet,  forsooth  I  be- 
cause some  of  us  choose  to  accept  what  we  can 
get,  we  are  told  in  the  first  place  that  we  are 
'*  Mr.  Face-both- ways,"  and  in  the  second  place 
that  we  are  under  the  thumb  of  the  liquor 
party.  I  was  certainly  surprised  that  a  gentle- 
man occupying  the  position  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  should  have  so  spoken 
of  those  who  stood  by  him  on  the  second  read- 
ing of  his  Bill,  and  who  gave  him  the  votes 
which  forced  this  question  on  the  Government. 
If  a  two-thirds  majority  in  1876  was,  upon  the 
admission  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua, a  moderate  and  reasonable  majority, 
surely,  taking  into  consideration  the  advance 
in  public  opinion,  a  three-fifths— or,  virtually, 
a  three-tenths — majority  of  the  entire  number 
of  electors  on  the  roll  is  a  reasonable  majority 
to-day.  I  think  it  should  not  be  lost  sight  of 
that  the  Bill  provides  for  a  three-fifths  majority 
of  the  half  of  the  electors — that  is,  in  reality, 
a  three-tenths  of  the  whole.  I  say  these  pro- 
visions are  of  an  extremely  Liberal  character. 
Exception  has  also  been  taken  to  the  size  of  the 
licensing  districts.  The  Alliance  people,  how- 
ever, are  in  favour  of  the  electoral  districts. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SANDFOBD.  — Is  it  disputed?   I  wiU 
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prove  it.  Not  long  since  the  Alliance  furnished 
each  member  of  the  House  with  a  paper  read 
by  Mr.  Bell  at  their  Convention,  and  I  take  it 
that,  in  supplying  honourable  members  with 
that  address,  the  Alliance  indorsed  the  state- 
ments made  by  that  gentleman. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  stated  so  to  me,  de- 
liberately. 

Mr.  SANDFORD.— Mr.  Bell  writes  on  this 
subject  as  follows : — 

"  Therefore  convenience  and  justice  are  met 
by  the  present  proposal  that  the  country  shall 
be  divided  into  licensing  districts  coterminous 
with  the  districts  appointed  for  the  return  of 
members  to  Parliament,  and  that  in  each  dis- 
trict the  persons  qualified  to  exercise  the  par- 
liamenta^  franchise  shall  be  the  electors  to 
deal  with  the  question  whether  licenses  to  sell 
liquor  shall  or  shall  not  be  granted  within  their 
district." 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Hear,  hear— but  not  to  elect 
Committees. 

Mr.  SANDFORD.— This  is  the  stand  taken 
up  by  the  Alliance  and  by  the  Bill  introduced  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua.  This 
is  the  stand  taken  up  by  the  Political  Commit- 
tee of  the  Sydenham  Prohibition  League,  mem- 
bers of  which,  as  I  mentioned  in  Committee, 
waited  upon  me  and  insisted  upon  the  districts 
being  the  electoral  districts. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

^Ir.  SANDFORD.— What  I  am  now  stating 
really  happened  in  my  own  case,  when  deputa- 
tions waited  upon  me  with  the  distinct  ooject 
of  preventing  tne  cutting-up  of  Sydenham.  I 
wired  to  the  Government  on  the  subject,  and  I 
have  the  Govemment*s  reply,  and  in  due  course 
I  shall  see  that  the  communications  are  made 
public.  Electoral  districts  were  demanded,  as 
T  ViftVfl  said 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  —  May  I  explain  ?  In  my 
Bill,  as  well  as  in  that  the  Alliance  demanded, 
they  asked  for  a  vote  on  Licenses  or  No  licenses 
in  electoral  districts  ;  but  so  far  as  the  election 
of  Committees  was  concerned,  it  was  to  remain 
with  the  licensing  districts  as  now  constituted. 

Mr.  SANDFORD.— I  should  like  to  noint  out 
that  the  direct-veto  poll  is  to  be  upon  the  larger 
districts.  That  is  the  most  important  poll. 
The  Licensing  Committees  are  only  adminis- 
trative bodies,  and  can  have  little  effect  on 
the  result  of  the  poll.  The  most  important 
proceeding  is  not  the  election  of  the  Licensing 
Committee,  but  the  direct-veto  poll.  The  veto 
question,  I  hold,  is  the  most  important  thing 
tnat  is  submitted  to  the  people,  as  upon  that 
poll  depends  whether  there  is  to  be  a  reduction 
m  the  number  of  licenses  or  the  total  extinction 
of  licensed  houses.  The  election  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  still  to  be  by  a  bare  majority,  and,  if 
there  is  anything  like  a  temperance  sentiment 
in  the  constituency,  that  temperance  sentiment 
should  have  no  difficulty  in  electing  a  Com- 
mittee that  will  carry  out  to  the  fullest  extent 
the  wish  of  the  electors  that  the  proportion 
of  licenses  should  be  reduced,  and  that  there 
should  be  stringent  action  in  regard  to  breaches 
of  the  law.  If  there  is  any  appreciable  tem- 
Mr,  Sandford 


perance  sentiment  in  a  constituency,  it  should 
have  no  difficulty  by  a  bare  majority  in  getting 
what  may  be  called  a  reduction  Committee,  if 
not  a  prohibition  Committee,  elected.  There- 
fore the  size  of  the  district  from  which  the 
Committee  is  elected  is  quite  immaterial  as 
compared  with  the  size  of  the  district  where 
the  direct- veto  poll  is  taken.  Now,  I  strongly 
assert  that  the  temperance  T»rty  did  ask  most 
distinctly  for  the  electoral  district  as  the  dis- 
trict over  which  the  licensing  poll  is  to  be 
taken:  the  Committee  is  a  secondary  con- 
sideration. Referring  again  for  one  moment  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  and  his 
speech  on  the  measure  which  he  introduced 
in  1876,  it  may  be  as  well,  perhaps,  that  I 
should  hansardise  his  remarks  on  that  occa- 
sion. In  speaking  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  he  says, — 

"  He  did  not  desire  that  the  measure  should 
be  passed  in  its  entirety,  without  alteration, 
and  would  be  prepared  to  concede  that,  in- 
stead of  a  majority  having  the  power  to  pre- 
vent licenses  being  issued,  an  amendment 
should  be  agreed  to  providing  that  it  should 
require  two -thirds,  as  under  'The  Licensing 
Act,  1873.* " 

Later  on,  the  honourable  gentleman  made 
this  remark : — 

"  If  the  colony  ever  came  to  a  decision  that, 
should  two-thirds  of  the  people  desire  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  sale  of  liquor,  their  desire 
should  be  allowed  to  take  effect,  then  he  was 
afraid  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  have  to 
look  for  some  other  source  of  revenue,  and 
there  would  have  to  be  a  change  in  the  inci- 
dence of  taxation." 

I  think  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man on  that  occasion  clearly  indicated — and, 
in  fact,  he  himself  in  one  part  of  his  speech 
made  use  of  the  statement— that  a  two-thirds 
majority  was  really  a  reasonable  majority — ^not 
to  cancel  the  licenses  already  in  existence,  but 
to  prevent  any  new  licenses.  If  this  two- 
thii^s  majority  was  a  reasonable  majority 
when  no  vested  interests  existed,  how  much 
more  must  the  three -fifths  majority  be  a 
reasonable  majority  when  there  are  very  large 
interests  at  stake!  I  contend  that,  making 
allowance  for  the  alteration  in  popular  opinion 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  meantime,  the 
three-fifths  majority  is  a  very  fair  compro- 
mise on  the  part  of  the  Government.  I  think, 
myself,  that  the  provision  for  the  half-vote  is 
a  mistake — not,  as  I  have  remarked,  that  I 
personally  fear  its  influence,  but  very  much 
opposition  would  have  been  disarmed  if  it  had 
not  been  insisted  on.  What  was  the  fact  in 
the  last  Sydenham  licensing  election  ?  It  may 
interest  honourable  members  to  know  that  at 
that  election  for  the  Licensing  Committee  two- 
thirds  of  the  total  number  of  ratepayers  voted. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  were  the  numbers  ? 

Mr.  SANDFORD.— The  number  was  1,061 
out  of  a  total  available  vote  of  1,580;  and  this 
was  for  the  election  of  a  Committee.  As  we  now 
have  it,  one-half  the  electors  must  vote ;  in  that 
case  they  had,  with  a  poll  of  two-thirds  of  the 
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possible  nmnber  of  Toters,  a  Ooxnmittde  elected 
which  was  avowedly  a  Prohibition  Committee. 
With  such  rolls  as  we  shall  have  when  this 
Bill  comes  into  force — rolls  purged  as  we  may 
expect  them  to  be  next  year— I  have  not  the 
slightest  fear  bat  that  one-half  of  the  electors 
will  go  to  the  poll.  I  am  convinced  of  this: 
that  the  liqaor  party  will  not  dare  to  abstain 
from  voting.  Still,  if  the  Premier  had  ac- 
cepted my  proposal  for  the  two-fifths  propor- 
tion it  would  have  had  the  effect  of  almost 
entirely  disarming  opposition  in  this  respect. 
At  any  rate,  I  believe  the  moderate  tem- 
perance party  are  satisfied.  But  the  extreme 
temperance  party,  who  are  admittedly  not 
satisfied,  lose  sight  of  this  fact :  that  under  the 
Bill  as  it  is  now  before  the  House  the  issue  of 
new  licenses  is  practically  prohibited  for  the 
next  fifteen,  if  not  twenty,  years.  Before  any 
new  licenses  can  be  issued  there  are  four  ob- 
stacles to  be  overcome.  In  the  first  place,  no 
new  licenses  can  be  issued  until  after  the  next 
censns.  There  must  then  be  an  increase  of  25 
per  cent,  in  the  population.  One- half  of  the 
electors  must  go  to  the  poll,  and  three-fifths  of 
the  voters  must  vote  in  favour  of  the  issue  of 
new  licenses,  before  any  can  be  granted.  The 
Bill  is  most  consistent  in  saying  that,  while  a 
substantial  majority  is  required  before  all  ex- 
isting licenses  can  be  withdrawn,  there  must 
also  be  a  substantial  majority  before  any  new 
licenses  can  be  granted.  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  entirely  consistent  in  that 
respect,  although  I  may  have  decided  against 
them  in  some  other  directions.  Now,  Sir,  I 
have  been  requested  to  read  a  letter  I  have  re- 
ceived from|the  chairman  of  a  public  meeting 
held  at  Ghristchurch.  I  wish  in  this  matter 
to  be  entirely  fair  to  both  sides  on  the  question 
before  the  House  and  the  country.  I  strongly 
protest  against  the  line  of  action  pursued  by 
some  of  the  extreme  temperance  advocates, ~ 
from  whom  we  were  entitled  to  expect  better 
things,  —  in  suppressing,  or  failing  to  moke 
themselves  fully  acquainted  with,  the  full  facts 
regarding  this  question.  I  have  no  wish  to  fol- 
low them  in  such  a  course.  I  have  received  this 
letter:— 

**  Ghristchurch,  28th  August,  1898. 
"  DsAB  Sib,— As  chairman  of  a  public  meet- 
ing held  in  the  Tuam-street  Hall  in  this  city 
last  evening  to  consider  the  Government  Licens- 
ing Bill,  I  have  to  advise  you  that  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  unanimously  carried,  amid 
much  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  large 
audience  which  crowded  the  building:  First, 
'That  this  meeting  enters  its  emphatic  pro- 
test against  the  unseemly  haste  exhibited  by 
the  Ghovemment  in  rushing  their  Licensing 
Bill  through  the  House.'  Second,  *  That  this 
meeting  is  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  prin- 
ciples embodied  in  the  Bill  are  anti-democratic, 
and  calculated  to  render  all  effort  for  temper- 
ance reform  futile  for  many  years,  and  urges 
the  Government  to  abandon  the  Bill,  and  refer 
the  question  to  the  peoi>le  for  their  decision 
at  the  approaching  election.'  In  view  of  the 
keen  interest  evinced  in  the  question,  will  you 
kindly  read   these   resolutions  to  the  House 


before  a  vote  is  taken  upon  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill  ?— I  am,  &c., 

**Gboboe  J.  Smith. 
"Mr.  E.  Sandford,  M.H.R.,  Wellington." 
I  hope  my  temperance  friends  will  not  ac- 
cuse me  of  suppressing  any  part  of  the  evi- 
dence they  have  furnished.  Now,  as  a  friend 
of  the  temperance  movement,  my  position  is 
this :  I  believe  that  by  this  measure  we  are 
giving  the  people  an  advantage ;  and,  while  I 
admit  that  there  is  a  grave  blot — a  three-year 
license,  providing  that  the  poll  does  not  go 
against  them,  to  owners  of  existing  houses — 
I  am  not  prepared  to  throw  away,  for  that 
reason,  what  good  there  is  in  the  Bill.  I 
am  going  to  take  the  Bill  as  the  best  I  can 
get;  but  I  take  it  with  the  understanding 
that,  either  in  the  House  or  out  of  the  House, 
I  shall  come  again,  hat  in  hand,  to  secure 
amendment  if  it  proves  faulty  in  its  working. 
I  think  that  to  refuse  what  is  offered  because 
one  cannot  get  all  that  one  requires  is  a  very 
short-sighted  policy :  that  is  my  view  at  pre- 
sent; and  I  believe  that  I  am  acting  in  the 
interests  of  the  entire  temperance  party,  of 
which  I  am  a  sincere,  although  moderate, 
friend,  in  securing  what  is  offered  by  the  Bill. 

Mr.  EARN  SHAW.— I  think  the  House 
listened,  and  certainly  I  myself  listened,  with 
intense  interest  to  the  fencing  and  defensive 
speech  of  the  Minister  of  Labour  on  this  ques- 
tion. That  speech  was  remarkable  in  many 
respects;  and  I  would  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  Licensed  Victuallers'  Association  the 
fact  that  it  would  be  well  for  them  if  they 
dropped  their  present  champion,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish),  and 
took  up  in  his  place  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  Gity  (Mr.  Reeves).  I  think 
they  would  gain  by  the  exchange,  for  I  say, 
undoubtedly,  his  speech  to-night  is  the  ablest 
speech  in  defence  of  the  liquor  traffic  we  have 
heard  during  this  debate.  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  endeavoured,  in  a  whirl  and  swirl 
of  words,  to  do  an  amount  of  skirt-dancing 
around  this  question  so  as  to  delude  one  into 
believing  that  the  Government  Bill  and  the 
Bill  of  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
rested  on  entirely  the  same  basis ;  and,  Sir, 
in  his  endeavour  to  hoodwink  the  House  he 
not  only  took  us  around  the  referendum  prin- 
ciples of  Switzerland,  and  tried  to  entrap 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn,  but  he 
also  took  us  back  to  ancient  Greece  in 
order  to  show  us  that  in  the  democracy  of 
Greece  the  putting  of  questions  directly  to  the 
people  brought  down  that  democracy.  Now, 
Sir,  he  tried  to  show  us  that  even  the  country 
which  produced  Socrates,  the  men  who  walked 
with  Plato  and  who  understood  the  art  of 
Phidias,  broke  down  their  democracy  by  sub- 
mitting these  questions  directly  to  the  people. 
Now,  I  say  it  was  no  such  thing  that  brought 
down  the  democracy  of  Greece,  and  nobody 
knows  it  better  than  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  certainly  must  know  ancient  his- 
tory well  enough  to  be  aware  that  that  whiph 
brought  down  the  democracy  of  Greece,  and 
that  which    brought  down   the  Republic   of 
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Borne  later  on,  and  that  which,  muoh  earlier, 
brought  down  the  dynasties  of  Egypt  and  Baby- 
lonia, was  the  founding  of  those  empires  on 
a  basis  of  slavery,  and  the  raising-up  of  an 
effete  aristocracy  by  means  of  the  wealth  pro- 
dnced  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  those  countries;  and  it  was  not  in 
consequence  of  trusting  the  people  to  decide 
these  issues  that  those  Powers  of  the  past 
broke  down.  And  what  has  nearly  led  to  the 
breaking-down  of  the  democracies  of  the  pre- 
sent day  is  simply  that  the  people  have  not 
been  directly  trusted  enough ;  and  it  is  only 
by  realising  the  fact  that,  in  any  of  these 
colonies,  we  must  go  more  directly  to  the 
people  than  we  have  done  in  the  past  that 
our  younger  democracies  can  hope  to  succeed. 
If  it  is  correct  for  the  Minister  of  Labour  to 
state  that  the  decision  of  a  bare  majority  on 
any  question  is  illiberal  and  not  democratic, 
&en,  I  say,  the  question  of  principle  is  carried 
out.  even  if  you  give  it  to  a  two-thirds,  a  three- 
fifths,  or  a  seven-eighths  maiority ;  the  prin- 
ciple is  absolutely  the  same.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  tried  to  delude  and  mislead 
the  House  on  that  point.  His  whole  speech 
bristled  throughout  as  a  defensive  speech.  It 
appeared  as  if  he  saw  a  spectre  before  him, 
and  he  made  a  most  masterly  attempt  to  de- 
fend the  Government.  Now,  Sir,  he  said  he 
did  not  believe  in  parish  prohibition.  Well, 
neither  do  I,  if  you  are  going  to  aJlow  the 
question  of  finance  to  come  into  this  ques- 
tion. And  I  venture  to  state  this :  that,  in 
spite  of  the  Government  Bill,  or  any  other  Bill 
— the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua's,  or 
the  Direct  Veto  Bill — until  the  Government 
of  the  day  grapples  with  the  question  of  local 
finance,  and  controls  the  sources  of  supply, 
you  have  not  got  to  the  crux  of  the  liquor- 
traffic  question ;  and  when  we  come  to  a  true 
solution  of  that  question  it  will  be  found  that 
the  Government  will  not  only  have  to  take 
the  administration  of  the  matter,  but  they 
will  have  to  carry  the  full  burden  upon  their 
own  shoulders,  and  in  some  other  measure 
give  relief  to  districts  for  the  revenue  they  take 
away  from  them.  I  should  not  have  risen  to 
speak  on  this  question,  because  I  know  that 
no  speeches  are  going  to  change  a  single  vote ; 
every  man  has  made  up  his  mind  how  he  is 
going  to  vote.  My  mind  has  been  meide  up 
from  the  very  commencement.  But,  Sir,  I 
speak  very  feelingly  upon  this  question,  be- 
cause I  am  one  of  those  who  believe,  with 
the  other  representatives  of  labour  in  Eng- 
land, America,  and  in  the  colonies,  that  if  the 
Liberal  party  are  to  succeed,  in  this  or  any 
other  country  in  the  world,  they  have  first  of 
all  to  grapple  with  the  drink  question ;  and, 
no  matter  what  other  measures  of  reform  we 
put  upon  the  statute-book,  until  the  workers 
have  got  this  drink  question  under  their  hand 
we  are  powerless  before  the  capitalists  of  the 
world ;  and  I  think  the  leaders  of  the  labour 
parties  are  thoroughly  alive  to  this  question. 
At  Home  we  have  Mann,  Tillett,  and  Burns; 
and  in  America  the  labour  party,  gloriously  led 
by  Powderley,  of  the  Knights  of  Labour — the 
Afr.  Eartuhaw 


whole  of  them  in  the  forefront  in  believins 
that  this  question  must  be  grappled  with,  and 
that  it  is  crucial  to  the  issues  of  labour ;  and 
I  hope  that  on  this  night  the  whole  of  the 
labour  party  will  keep  as  they  have  kept  right 
through  this  Parliament,  and  go  into  the 
lobby  determined  that  they  will  have  a  full  and 
proper  measure  of  reform  upon  t^is  question. 
I  regret  that  there  will  be,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  this  Parliament,  a  division 
among  the  labour  members  on  this  question ; 
no  one  in  this  House  more  regrets  that  than 
I  do.  Honourable  gentlemen  know  that  I  have 
some  views  of  my  own  upon  this  question, 
and  that  I  have  not  pleased  either  party; 
but  I  venture  to  state  that,  until  there  is  a 
Bill  before  this  House  that  is  uniform  in  its 
application,  and  deals  with  every  publican  in 
New  Zealand  alike,  not  giving  in  one  district 
a  monopoly  to  one  and  in  another  spoliation, 
but  takmg  the  licenses  from  every  publican— 
until  a  clear  decision  is  taken  in  every  dis- 
trict in  New  Zealand  as  to  whether  the  people 
want  liquor  sold  therein  or  not,  —  and  with 
the  question  of  local  revenue  entirely  elimi- 
nated from  it, — until  that  is  reached,  I  say,  we 
shall  have  no  final  solution  of  this  question. 
The  Minister  of  Labour  said  it  might  be  con- 
sidered a  nuisance,  if  not  an  impertinence,  to 
discuss  the  measure  on  its  third  reading,  and 
not  upon  its  second.  In  this  House  it  has  be- 
come the  custom  not  to  discuss  measures  before 
they  go  to  Committee,  but  afterwards;  and  I 
think  it  is  an  undesirable  innovation.  While 
I  have  joined  in  it,  for  purposes  quite  apparent 
to  members  of  the  Opposition,  still  I  think  it 
is  not  fair,  when  the  Government  have  adopted 
this  course  right  through,  to  lecture  the  House 
with  regard  to  not  debating  the  question  folly 
on  the  second  reading.  We  had  no  reason  to 
debate  this  Bill  largely  on  the  second  reading, 
because  the  Bill  could  be  so  amended  in  Com- 
mittee as  to  suit  the  needs  and  requirements 
for  the  present  of  the  temperance  party ;  and 
it  was  in  the  hope  that  this  Bill  would  be  so 
amended  in  Committee  that  honourable  mem- 
bers, all  round,  refrained  from  discussing  it 
at  any  length  upon  the  second  reading.  Now, 
Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  also  referred  to 
the  small  advance  in  liquor  legislation  that 
was  going  on  at  Home,  and  he  referred  to  the 
two -thirds  vote  that  is  in  Harcourt*s  Bill, 
which  practically  dealt  with  drinking -bars. 
The  Minister  of  Labour  should  have  been  the 
last  man  in  this  House  to  make  any  such  com- 
parison. Why,  Sir,  he  is  leading  the  section 
who  declare  that  we  are  far  in  advance  of 
the  old  countries  of  Europe, — that  our  labour 
legislation  is  far  in  advance  of  that  of  any 
other  country.  Who  would  think  of  bringing  in 
our  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  at  Home? 
And,  also,  who  would  bring  in  the  social 
legislation  that  has  been  introduced  in  this 
Parliament  with  regard  to  the  working^lasses  ? 
So,  I  say,  we  can  reasonably  look  upon  it  as  a 
fact  that  we  are  as  much  in  advance  of  the  pid 
Country  upon  this  great  question  of  the  liquor 
traffic.  J  will  now  pass  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man.   I  think  he  has  made  a  masterly  defence 
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of  the  Qoveinment,  and  of  the  views  that  he 
has  stood  by.  At  the  same  time,  I  saj  now, 
guietlj,  that  the  remarks  that  I  made  on  the 
Financial  Statement  have  been  amply  borne 
ont  through  the  whole  lines  of  this  debate. 
Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks  with 
regard  to  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
Oity  (Mr.  Fish).  He  said  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  was  obstructing  busi- 
ness, and  dragging  members  across  the  floor 
of  this  House  time  after  time,  facing  such  ma- 
jorities as  fifty  to  thirteen,  and  so  on.  He 
made  another  remark  the  other  night  to  this 
effect:  that  we  did  not  know  when  we  were 
beaten.  Well,  Sir,  that  has  been  the  proud 
boast  of  Britons  through  ages, — that  we  have 
not  known  when  we  were  beaten;  and  I  say 
we  are  not  beaten  to-night.  The  victory  of 
!  the  Government  is  just  equal  to  Napoleon's 
'  Austerlitz  —  another  such  victory  might  lead 
them  to  defeat.  To-night  the  division  may 
be  against  those  who  are  fighting  this  ques- 
tion of  going  deliberately  to  the  people  for  a 
decision  upon  it ;  but,  though  beaten  to-night, 
this  victory  of  the  Government  is  but  their 
Austerlitz.  Our  Waterloo  will  be  next  De- 
cember; and  I  venture  to  say  that,  whether 
this  Bill  goes  through  the  Upper  House  or  not, 
this  question  will  have  to  be  faced  in  the  large 
centres.  The  question  will  be,  **  Are  you  in 
favour  of  the  liquor  traffic,  or  are  you  in  favour 
of  the  prohibition  of  it  ?  "  and  I  can  assure 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish)  that  he  shall  have  his  wish  gratified ; 
and  that,  as  he  stands  on  the  side  of  liquor, 
I  shall  stand  on  the  side  of  temperance,  and 
we  shall  see  who  comes  out  the  victor.  Now, 
Sir,  he  also  made  a  reference  to  honourable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House — a  refer- 
ence that  I  think  was  an  impertinence,  and 
which  certainly  should  not  be  used  by  any 
member  of  this  House.  He  said,  "It  is  all 
very  well  for  members  to  talk  in  this  House 
who  have  not  a  shilling  to  jingle  on  a  tomb- 
stone." Well,  Sir.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that 
it  is  necessary  that  a  man,  to  be  able  to  repre- 
sent his  fellow-men,  or  to  be  able  to  write  a 
book,  or  to  be  able  to  gather  in  a  knowledge 
of  the  past  and  of  the  world  of  nature,  should 
own  money.  I  say  if  you  look  over  the  wide 
world  to-day  you  will  find  those  men  who  are 
the  thinkers  and  brain-workers  of  to-day  are 
practically  poor  men.  But,  if  we  are  to  be 
taunted  in  this  way,  it  should  be  by  a  man 
who  himself  is  pure,  who,  perhaps,  stands  in  a 
high  monetary  position ;  but  I  say  to  taunt 
men  in  this  House  on  their  poverty  comes  with 
a  bad  grace  from  a  man  when  he  cannot  say 
that  throaghout  his  life  he  has  paid  twenty 
shillings  in  the  pound.  A  man  who  on  several 
occasions  has  compromised  with  his  creditors 
is  not  the  man  to  taunt  any  men  on  their 
poverty. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  think  honourable  members  should  not  refer 
to  the  private  affairs  of  any  member  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Quite  right.  The  honour- 
able member  ought  not  to  have  made  the  re- 


mark he  has  made  with  regard  to  the  financial 
position  of  another  honourable  member. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Then,  I  ask,  Sir,  was  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  in  order 
in  referring  to  the  fact  that  I  had  shares  in 
a  certain  company  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  honourable  gentleman 
ought  not  to  have  done  that,  but  my  attention 
was  not  drawn  to  it  at  the  time :  and  the  cir- 
cumstance which  has  now  occurred  is  still 
more  objectionable.  A  member  is  entitled  to 
hold  shares  in  any  company  he  likes.     > 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.— I  wish  to  be  within  the 
finer  courtesies  of  the  House 

Mr.  MoLEAN.— Withdraw. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— They  are  not  words  of  a 
nature  to  demand  withdrawal. 

Mr.  EABNSHAW.- 1  am  trying  to  show 
that  a  man  should  be  pure  before  he  casts 
stones.  But  the  position  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  Oity  occupied,  and  occupies 
now,  is  not  one  to  give  him  the  privilege  of  cast- 
ing stones  at  any  man  in  this  House  because  of 
his  monetary  position.  That  is  what  I  wished 
to  bring  out,  and  I  think  I  am  quite  in  order 
in  doing  so.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman, 
in  a  speech  remarkable  for  ingenuity,  tried 
to  lead  this  House  to  believe,  and  after  this 
House  the  country,  that  he  did  not  know  how 
he  was  going  to  vote.  Why,  Sir,  have  we  not 
had  this  scene  enacted  on  the  fioor  of  this 
House  for  the  last  two  or  three  days  ?  What 
did  it  mean  ?  It  meant  this :  that  clause  after 
clause  moved  by  those  who  are  really  fighting 
on  the  side  of  the  licensed  victuallers  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  Premier;  and  I  ask  the  House  and 
the  country,  what  amendment  in  this  Bill  was 
accepted  coming  from  an  honourable  member 
fighting  on  the  side  of  temperance  ?  Not  one. 
Therefore  we  can  clearly  say  that  this  battle 
has  been  fought  on  the  side  of  the  licensed  vic- 
tuallers, and  I  say  the  Government  will  yet 
have  to  face  the  consequences  at  the  election. 
The  honourable  member  for  Masterton  said 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  had 
forced  the  Government  to  take  this  matter  up. 
The  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  did 
no  such  thing.  Indeed,  the  contrary  is  rather 
the  position,  for  the  Premier  practically 
challenged  the  House,  by  saying  that  if  it 
gave  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  a 
substantial  majority  on  his  Bill  the  Govern- 
ment would  bring  in  a  Bill.  That  was  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  House,  practically,  not  to  support 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua's  Bill, 
because  they  knew  then  it  meant  facing  these 
lobbies  with  a  Government  majority  behind 
them :  and,  so  far  from  his  forcing  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  up  his  Bill,  the  Government 
jumped  at  taking  it  up  themselves.  I  ques- 
tion whether,  when  that  statement  was  made,, 
they  believed  there  would  be  the  substantial 
vote  on  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua's Bill  that  was  recorded.  In  fact,  events 
in  which  I  was  made  somewhat  of  a  culprit 
clearly  showed  that  men  who  are  supporting 
the  Government  would  not  be  allowed  to  have 
the  courage  of  their  own  opinions  on  that  occa- 
sion.   Now,  Sir,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
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mode  one  remark  which  I  thoroughly  agree 
with :  in  fact,  he  made  two.  The  first  one 
was,  that  the  Bill  had  been  hurried  through 
the  House.  I  think  it  has  been  hurried  in 
an  unseemly  way  through  the  House.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wanganui  admitted 
that  he  himself  had  voted  in  one  lobby  when  he 
was  on  the  other  side.  He  made  a  statement, 
which  was  echoed  throughout  the  House,  that 
a  considerable  number  more  had  done  the 
same  thing ;  and  I  think  they  have,  although 
I  do  not  think  they  did  not  know  which  lobby 
they  were  going  into.  I  say,  in  connection 
with  this  Bill,  &at  the  impress  it  bears  upon 
it  is  that  it  has  been  unduly  forced  through  by 
the  Government. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— No. 

Mr.  BARNSHAW.— Then,  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchurch  City  says  **No"  to 
that,  will  he  say  •*No"  to  the  next  poipt? 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  said  that  the 
country  will  expect  members  to  speak  with  no 
uncertain  sound  on  this  question. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  agree  with  that ;  I  always 
do  that. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  say  that,  in  the  vote 
shortly  to  be  taken,  the  country  will  expect 
every  man  to  cast  his  vote  as  he  means  to  fight 
it  out  at  the  next  election;  and  I  trust  that 
every  honourable  member,  no  matter  on  which 
side  he  oasts  his  vote,  will  be  able  to  go  to  the 
electors  with  a  light  heart  upon  that  occasion. 
There  is  a  point  I  should  like  to  bring  before 
the  Government,  and  it  is  this:  Of  course  I 
am  utterly  opposed  to  this  Bill,  because  of  the 
principle  in  the  last  paragraph  in  clause  15,  in 
which  it  is  demanded  that  half  the  people  on 
the  roll  shall  record  their  votes  before  the  poll 
shall  be  declared  valid.  I  have  had  something 
to  do,  in  my  time,  with  elections  and  rolls,  and 
I  know  what  it  means.  At  the  same  time,  I 
am  well  aware  that  rolls  are  stuffed :  and  to-day 
the  female  franchise  has  been  carried  in  the 
other  Chamber  by  two.  I  do  not  know,  but  I  am 
still  of  opinion  that  the  women  of  New  Zealand 
will  not  get  their  votes  for  the  coming  election. 
I  have  stated  that  in  the  recess,  and  I  have  said 
it  right  up  to  now,  and  I  say  it  notwithstanding 
the  recora  given  in  the  Upper  House  to-day, 
— that  the  women  of  New  Zealand  will  not  have 
an  opportunity  of  recording  their  votes  at  the 
ensuing  election. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— How  do  you  know  ? 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Well,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  keep  quiet,  I  will  tell  him  this. 
It  was  not  by  "  spying."  Even  if  this  female 
franchise  becomes  law,  I  will  cbsk  the  honour- 
able gentleman  if  this  is  a  fact,  and  I  am 
making  an  assertion  that  it  is:  If  you  take 
the  electorates  throughout  New  Zealand,  there 
is  not  much  more  than  half  of  those  on  the 
rolls  who  can  record  their  votes.  Honour- 
able members  know  this  to  be  a  fact :  that  half 
of  the  women,  in  some  districts,  will  not  be  able 
to  get  to  the  polls.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
district  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waka- 
tipu :  do  you  mean  to  say  that  half  the  women 
in  that  electorate  could  get  to  the  poll  ?  And 
what  will  it  mean  ?  I  say  that  in  this  respect 
Mr,  Eamshaw 


the  Bill  is  a  sham  and  a  delusion,  and  no  one 
knows  that  better  than  the  leader  of  the  Liberal 
party. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Why  did  you  support  it 
last  year  ? 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  supported  the  women's 
franchise,  and  you  must  now  give  them  electoral 
rights  and  privileges  the  same  as  you  give  to 
travellers  and  others.  There  is  no  logical  stop- 
ping-place till  you  get  to  electoral  rights.  That 
is  the  position  I  take  up,  and  I  shall  be  one  in 
this  House  who,  now  that  travellers  and  others 
haVe  been  given  electoral  rights,  will  vote  for 
those  rights  being  extended  to  every  one  in 
New  Zealand.  I  cannot  see  the  liberality  o£ 
the  Government  when  it  steps  in  between  one 
class  and  another.  I  would  ask  the  Govern- 
ment this :  If  the  women's  franchise  is  not 
carried  into  law,  are  they  going  to  disfranchise 
the  women  who  now  have  the  right,  on  this 
question  of  licensing,  in  Dunedin  at  the  pre- 
sent time  ?  In  Dunedin  there  are  practically 
four  hundred  women  who  have  a  right  to  give 
a  vote  now  on  this  question.  I  ask,  are  they 
going  to  disfranchise  them,  by  not  passing  the 
Electoral  Bill  ?  I  say  it  is  a  step  oackwards. 
I  regret  that  the  Premier  has  seen  his  way  to 
bring  in  this  Bill,  for  I  feel  sure  that  had  he 
taken  the  advice  I  tendered  to  him  he  would 
have  been  in  a  proper  position  at  the  present 
time,  and  he  would  have  embarrassed  neither 
the  supporters  of  the  Gbvemment  nor  of  the 
Opposition  when  they  went  to  the  country.  If  he 
had  brought  before  this  House,  not  a  Bill  that 
would  please  neither  party,  but  a  thorough- 
going Bill,  and  said  to  this  House,  "  I  want  yon 
to  pass  its  second  reading,  and  then  when  we  go 
to  the  country  if  we  come  back  strong  enou^ 
we  will  carry  it  into  law,"  the  question  oould 
then  be  threshed  out  at  the  elections,  and  we 
could  have  had  some  finality  on  this  question. 
I  have  very  little  more  to  say,  but  I  should 
like  to  make  a  quotation.  Quotations  have 
been  made  once  or  twice  to-night  from  Mr. 
Gladstone ;  and  this  is  what  Mr.  Gladstone 
says:  *' The  diminution  of  the  revenue  from 
drink  goes  side  by  side  with  an  increase  and 
extension  of  the  saving  habits  of  the  people." 
That  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  liquor  question, 
inasmuch  as,  with  regard  to  this  question  of 
the  drink  traffic,  if  the  expenditure  upon  drink 
were  reduced  it  would  mean  money  to  the 
labouring-classes,  and  would  enable  them  to 
come  into  competition  with  those  who  employ 
them.  Here  is  another  quotation,  from  one 
of  the  greatest  drink-producers  England  has 
ever  had,  and  that  is  Mr.  Charles  Burton.  He 
says,— 

'*  Drunkenness  is  one  of  the  most  dreadful 
of  all  the  mflknifold  and  frightful  evils  which 
afflict  the  British  Isles;  and  the  worst  of 
plagues.  The  intellectual,  the  moral,  and  the 
religious  welfare  of  the  people,  their  material 
comforts,  their  domestic  happiness,  are  all  in- 
volved. The  question  is,  whether  millions  of 
our  countrymen  shall  be  helped  to  become 
happier  and  wiser ;  whether  pauperism,  lunacy, 
disease,  and  crime  shall  be  diminished;  whedier 
multitudes  of  men,  women,  and  children  shall 
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be  aided  to  eaoape  from  the  ruin  of  body  and 
soul." 

These  are  two  statements  from  two  very  dis- 
tingaished  men,  and  are  quite  sufficient  to  be  a 
bulwark  to  those  who  are  determined  to  fight 
this  battle  to  the  bitter  end  in  this  House  and 
on  the  hustings.  I  say  that  I  shall  go  back  to 
my  constituents  on  this  question  with  a  light 
heart,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  people  of  Dun- 
ediiL  believe  that  in  endeavouring  to  block  this 
Bill  from  going  into  law  I  have  done  so  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  people  and  in  the  inter- 
ests of  democracy. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  Minister  of  Labour,  as  well 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  (Mr.  Sandford),  alluded  to  my  Local  Option 
Bill  of  1876,  which  they  said  provided  for  a 
two-thirds  majority.  I  think  1  am  right  in 
that. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  beg  your  pardon;  I  did 
not. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — You  referred  to  a  Bill 
introduced  by  me  as  providing  for  two-thirds. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— I  was  talking  of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  wish  to  explain  that  my 
Bill,  by  section  13,  provided  that  the  question, 
License  or  No  license,  should  be  determined 
by  an  absolute  majority  of  votes.  Section  13 
of  the  Bill  is  here,  and  can  be  seen.  What  I 
did  say,  in  introducing  the  Bill,  was  that,  if 
I  could  get  a  law  which  provided  for  the  two- 
thirds  being  maintained  as  it  was  in  the  exist- 
ing Act,  I  was  willing  to  accept  that.  But  my 
Bill,  as  introduced,  was  for  a  bare  majority. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  was  a  ratepayers'  vote. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Of  course,  on  a  ratepayers' 
vote. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— I  should  like  to  have  it  re- 
corded by  the  reporter  that  I  never  made  any 
reference  to  the  honourable  gentleman  at  all. 
I  should  not  have  thought  it  in  the  least  degree 
relevant  to  this  as  to  whether  a  Bill  that  was 
introduced,  say,  seventeen  or  eighteen  years 
ago,  had  a  two-thirds  clause  in  it.  It  would  be 
quite  pardonable,  I  consider,  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  have  changed  his  opinion 
since  that  time. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— The  Bill  only  provided  for 
a  bafe  majority. 

]VIr.  O'GONOB.— I  cannot  say  I  am  satisfied 
with  the  Bill,  or  that  I  can  look  upon  it  as 
finally  and  satisfactorily  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion ;  but  I  may  say  this :  that  the  House  has 
stultified  itself  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  Some 
of  the  best  features  have  been  taken  out  of  it. 
But  I  am  not,  like  many  honourable  gentlemen 
in  this  House,  anxious  to  see  absolute  prohibi- 
tion carried  in  this  country,  and  least  of  all 
am  I  anxious  to  see  it  carried  out  without 
compensation.  I  approved  of  the  clause  giving 
compensation,  but  I  rose  to  my  feet  more  par- 
ticularly on  account  of  some  remarks  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  and  also  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice.  I  think  they  alike  misunder- 
stood the  question  of  reference  to  the  people 
and  veto  in  the  Bill.    The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 


tion said  that  he  distrusted  the  people,  and 
that  he  thought  the  direct  veto  of  the  people 
could  not  be  trusted ;  and  he  added  that  this 
House  was  the  voice  of  the  people.  Well,  can 
we  say  that  this  House  is  the  voice  of  the 
people,  when  it  only  represents  the  choice  of 
a  little  more  than  half  the  people  ?  The  system 
of  election  is  such  that  we  here  cannot  claim 
to  represent  all  the  people.  We  are  personally 
the  choice  of  a  section  of  the  people,  but  cer- 
tainly we  cannot  claim  to  represent  even  that 
part  on  any  particular  question.  I  think  that 
beyond  argument.  It  is  impossible  to  suppose 
that  the  people  can  issue  authority  or  instruc- 
tions as  to  their  views  on  every  question.  We 
in  this  House  assume  exclusive  functions  which 
we  were  never  intended  to  exercise.  We  are 
advised  to  set  aside  the  plain  authority  of 
those  who  sent  us  here ;  and  if  we  are  to  be- 
lieve the  honourable  gentleman,  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  our  authority  is  superior  to 
that  of  the  electors.  When  representative  in- 
stitutions were  first  formed  they  were  simply  a 
makeshift,  because  it  gave  those  who  could  not 
attend  mass  meetings  a  meems  of  approving  by 
proxy ;  consequently  the  first  meetings  were  a 
mixture  of  representatives  and  constituents; 
and  the  represeutatives  were  instructed  for  defi- 
nite purposes  and  one  meeting.  Now  members 
are  chosen  only  by  a  moiety  of  the  electors,  and 
act  almost  entirely  upon  their  own  volition, 
and  decide  what  they  shall  sanction  or  refuse 
assent  to.  Now  we  are  told  that  the  voice  of 
this  House  is  the  voice  of  the  electors  of  the 
country.  When  this  House  appoints  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  any  matter,  is  the  voice 
of  that  Committee  the  voice  of  this  House? 
Certainly  not.  We  can  indorse  their  report  or 
not:  and  that  is  the  principle  we  ought  to 
follow  in  regard  to  our  constituents.  But  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  of  Justice  does  not  seem  to 
know  that  he  is  going  further  in  the  direction 
of  the  referendum  by  this  Bill  giving  the  veto 
than  any  proposal  in  the  Referendum  Bill. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— It  is  the  other  way  about. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— I  wish  to  show  the  honour- 
able gentleman  where  he  is  entirely  mistaken. 
The  efiect  of  this  Bill  is  to  give  the  people  the 
power  of  dealing  on  their  own  motion  with  the 
question,  absolutely  without  reference  of  any 
kind — which  is  the  necessity  in  the  referen- 
dum :  to  insure  this,  a  question  is  referred  to 
the  people,  to  say  whether  they  will  accept  it 
or  not. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— The  honourable  gentleman 
misunderstood  me.  I  spoke  in  complimentary 
terms  of  the  referendum  by  comparison,  from 
what  we  know  of  it,  with  the  direct  veto. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— I  quite  misunderstood.  I 
did  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in 
favour  of  the  referendum.  I  understand  now 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  says  that  the 
referendum  is  better  in  its  effect  than  this  Bill. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Yes. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the 
honourable  gentleman  say  so ;  but  it  would 
have  been  more  satisfactory  if  he  had  said  so 
when  the  question  was  discussed  the  other  day, 
and  if  he  nad  voted  for  the  referendum.    The 
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difierence  is  simply  this :  The  referendmn  pro- 
vides that  after  a  question  has  heen  discussed 
and  decided  favourably,  it  is  then  referred  to 
the  people  for  final  approval  or  rejection.  In 
this  Bill  the  reference  to  the  people  is  final 
also,  but  the  subject  has  not  previously  been 
discussed  and  approved  by  the  representatives. 
Still,  it  has  the  redeeming  feature  that  we  have 
at  last  decided  that  we  will  leave  this  question 
to  the  people.  And,  Sir,  when  we  leave  ques- 
tions to  the  people  absolutely  to  be  decided 
without  the  interference  of  this  House  at  all, 
we  ought  to  have  safeguards.  If  Government 
decide  to  impose  safeguards,  they  should  be 
such  as  to  guard  against  hasty,  ill-considered, 
or  impulsive  action.  In  my  opinion  it  would 
be  a  most  dangerous  thing  in  a  democracy 
such  as  ours  not  to  impose  some  safeguards. 
I  can  very  well  see  that  there  might  be  an 
enthusiastic  and  eloquent  leader  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  and  he 
might  be  able  to  lead  the  whole  side  of  the 
country  with  him  by  his  speeches,  but  after- 
wards there  might  be  reason  for  regret.  To 
my  mind,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  there 
should  be  some  restraint.  I  think  the  pro- 
visions in  the  present  Bill  are  very  fair  and 
veiy  reasonable.  The  three-fifths  majority  is, 
I  think,  a  fair  majority,  when  you  consider  the 
result  of  such  a  vote,  and  how  it  might  be  used 
unthinkingly,  as  there  is  no  previous  discus- 
sion by  a  deliberative  Assembly.  That  is  where 
the  difference  lies  between  this  principle  and 
the  principle  of  referendum.  It  is  put  to  the 
representatives,  discussed,  and  then  left  to  the 
people  to  settle.  As  there  are  a  great  many 
persons  engaged  in  the  liquor  trade  with  the 
sanction  of  the  law,  I  think  we  ought  to  safe- 
guard this  action,  Eknd  see  that  the  vote  is  not 
taken  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  exercised  by  a 
bare  majority  only.  I  am  sony  that  the  Bill 
as  it  is  has  dealt  unequally  with  those  engaged 
in  the  liquor  traffic.  Its  dealings  are  most  un- 
equal :  but  it  has  been  passed  by  Parliament. 
The  way  in  which  the  owner  of  a  publichouse 
is  made  liable  when  he  might  not  be  blamable, 
and  is  made  to  bear  the  whole  oss  of  having 
the  license  taken  away,  is  not  a  reasonable 
provision.  At  the  se^me  time,  no  means  is  left 
to  him  to  safeguard  his  own  interest  by  resum- 
ing possession.  I  think  this  an  injustice,  and 
a  very  flagrant  injustice.  The  term  is  not  too 
strong  to  apply  to  it.  Then,  there  is  another 
thing.  While  we  deal  with  publichouses  in 
this  way,  we  allow  the  clubs  to  carry  on  really 
the  same  business  as  the  publichouses  without 
check  or  control.  This  is  a  great  mistake,  and 
I  think  the  House  has  stultified  itself  by  agree- 
ing to  such  conditions.  Some  of  the  votes 
given  on  this  occasion  ought  to  be  questioned, 
and  I  think  the  action  of  those  honourable 
members  who  supported  the  provision  regard- 
ing clubs  ought  to  be  deprecated.  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  votes  of  those  honourable 
members  should  not  be  excluded,  as  they  are 
interested  in  these  clubs.  They  should  not 
have  been  allowed  to  vote. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  about  the  brewers* 
votes? 

Mr,  O'Ccmor 


Mr.  O'CONOR.— The  brewers  are  no  more 
interested  in  that  particular  question  thaji  any 
of  the  members  of  dubs.  I  say  that  all  mem- 
bers of  clubs  who  voted  on  that  porticaiaf 
occasion  were  interested.  Brewers  might  be 
interested  in  other  parts  of  the  Bill,  or  they 
might  not.  I  do  not  raise  that  question  just 
now.  There  are  several  matters  in  conneotion 
with  the  working  of  the  measure  upon  which  I 
have  my  misgivings.  I  think  that  the  working 
machinery  might  be  very  well  improved  in  its 
operation;  but,  in  view  of  the  guarantee  the 
Premier  has  given  us  with  regc^  to  the  ex- 
pense, I  feel  somewhat  relieved.  And  I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  no  greater  ohaige  will  be 
thrown  on  local  bodies  than  they  bear  at  pre- 
sent for  carrying  out  the  election  of  Licensing 
Ck)mmittees.  I  do  not  wish  to  point  out  any 
further  what  I  think  will  prove  to  be  defects  in 
the  Act,  and  I  hope  we  shall  all  be  here  next 
year  to  improve  it  if  any  defects  are  then 
shown  to  exist. 

Mr.  PINKERTON.— Sir,  I  have  not  spoken 
before  on  this  matter,  but  I  think  this  is  one  of 
those  questions  it  is  not  right  to  give  a  silent 
vote  upon.    I  wish  now  to  state  my  own  im- 

Sressions  vdth  regard  to  it.  I  now  hold  very 
ecided  opinions  with  regard  to  the  liquor  traf- 
fic, and  I  wish  to  express  those  opinions.  My 
opinion  has  been  all  along  that  this  liquor  traf- 
fic is  one  which  it  is  right  to  place  under  the 
control  of  the  people.  That  being  so,  the  ques- 
tion remains.  What  is  a  proper  control  over  it  ? 
I  have  always  held  the  opimon  that  the  proper 
control  was  the  control  of  the  people,  and  in 
that  way  I  have  sketched  out  to  my  ovm  satis- 
faction— and  I  think  it  has  been  approved  by 
many  others— that  the  best  control  is  to  pro- 
vide large  districts,  so  that  the  votes  taken  in 
these  districts  may  be  a  fuU  expression  of 
opinion,  and  not  a  mere  catch -vote.  A  vote 
might  be  influenced  by  some  temperance  re- 
formers, or  be  the  result  of  some  personal 
influence ;  and  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why 
I  have  decided  in  favour  of  large  districts,  and 
of  large  Committees,  because  in  a  large  dis- 
trict we  should  have  a  large  Committee,  and 
men  would  be  elected  over  a  wider  range  of 
country  than  at  present,  and  would  be  able  to 
do  their  duty  entirely  free  from  local  prejudice. 
They  would  be  able  to  give  an  opinion  as  to 
the  closing  of  hotels,  and  in  case  of  any  dispute 
they  would  not  be  prejudiced  as  they  would 
be  if  they  were  merely  elected  in  a  small 
district.  We  have  found  that  the  members  of 
Licensing  Committees  elected  on  the  present 
Committees  have  very  strong  prejudices,  and 
are  constantly  deterred  from  reducing  the 
number  of  licenses  or  enforcing  their  opinions 
by  fear  of  local  consequences.  If  these  mem- 
bers were  elected  over  a  large  area  they  would 
be  able  to  do  their  duty  without  fear  or  favour. 
And,  in  connection  with  this  matter,  I  should 
like  to  mention  a  few  remeurks  made  by  the 
Minister  of  Labour.  He  said  it  was  wrong 
to  send  legislation  from  this  House,  and  after- 
wards to  take  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the 
colony  upon  it.  I  do  not  think  it  is  wrong 
in  tms  case,  because  the  Bill  leaves  it  to  a 
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majority  of  three-fifths ;  and,  if  it  is  wrong  to 
ask  the  people  of  the  country  now  to  give  their 
vote  npon  this  question,  it  is  equally  wrong  to 
say  that  the  minority  of  the  country  only  shall 
really  deal  with  it.  I  think  that  no  wrong 
exists,  and,  if  any  wrong  has  been  done,  the 
Bill  provides  that  we  shall  have  these  lai^ge 
districts,  and  therefore  we  shall  have  a  larger 
range  for  the  election  of  Committees.  I  have 
always  held  and  I  still  hold  that  it  is  not  fair  to 
leave  a  question  of  this  kind  to  the  ratepayers 
only.  I  think  the  electors  are  entitled  to  vote 
on  this  very  important  question,  and  I  have 
always  held  that  a  majority  in  number  only 
riioold  be  obtained  before  the  Act  is  carried 
out.  I  would  only  say,  Sir,  that  I  think, 
under  the  system  of  the  electors  settling  this 
matter,  IQiere  will  be  a  power  of  discrimina- 
tion which  will  have  a  good  effect.  Suppos- 
ing, in  a  large  district,  the  electors  vote  that 
a  reduction  shall  take  place.  The  Committee 
shotild  have  no  power  to  deal  with  it  beyond 
the  first  question.  If  the  electors  decide  that 
there  must  be  a  reduction,  the  reduction  must 
take  place,  and  the  Committee  must  decide 
at  once  what  reduction  shall  be  made.  That, 
in  my  opinion,  is  wrong.  The  Committee 
shonld  be  able  to  determine  the  number  an- 
nually for  each  of  the  three  years.  Supposing 
they  decide  to  reduce  the  number  of  hotels  by 
three,  they  must  reduce  that  number  at  once, 
or  the  licenses  for  these  three  houses  must  be 
granted  for  another  three  years.  In  such  a 
case  the  Committee  should  be  able  to  close, 
if  they  chose,  say  one  house  each  year — a 
course  which  might  be  fair  to  the  holders  of 
licenses  and  to  the  public  generally.  I  think  a 
very  objectionable  feature  of  the  Bill,  and  a 
chief  objection,  is  that  contained  in  the  latter 
part  of  clause  15.  I  can  never  understand 
why  the  person  who  does  not  go  to  the  poll 
should  be  allowed  a  privilege  over  the  person 
who  does  vote,  and  that  by  merely  abstaining 
izom  voting  he  should  confirm  a  license  for 
three  years.  That  is  one  reason,  but  it  is  not 
the  worst.  We  have  been  told  that  there 
is  no  warm  feeling  when  a  vote  is  taken  in  a 
oonntiy  district ;  but  I  think  there  is  very  great 
fear  that  the  votes  might  not  be  taken.  Sup- 
posing a  vote  is  taken  in  favour  of  there  being 
no  licenses  for  three  years,  there  may  be  per- 
aons  who  will  refrain  from  going  to  the  poll, 
as  man^  do  at  the  present  licensing  elections. 
And  this  is  not  by  the  vote  of  the  people,  but 
by  people  refraining  from  voting;  and  this,  I 
think,  is  one  of  the  most  objectionable  features 
in  the  Bill.  Take  this  as  an  instance :  Sup- 
pose nearly  but  not  quite  one-half  of  the  elec- 
Iocs,  or  rather  of  the  names  on  the  roll,  vote, 
wha^  may  the  absence  of  the  remaining  half 
mean  ?  Con sider  this  apart  from  roll-stuffing,  of 
which  we  have  heard  something.  A  portion  of 
the  absent  half  may  be  in  prison  or  in  a  lunatic 
arylnm,  may  be  absent  from  the  colony  or 
dead:  yet  this  fraction  of  the  whole  decide 
the  licenses  for  three  years  or  more — indeed, 
may  make  them  continuous.  Now,  we  have 
been  told  that  no  such  thing  will  happen — that 
no  poll  would  be  void  because  of  there  being 
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no  vote— that  the  publicans  will  take  care  to 
come  to  the  vote.  If  this  is  the  case,  what  is 
the  object  of  putting  it  in  the  Bill  ?  If  no  poll 
is  going  to  be  void,  if  we  are  perfectly  sure 
that  these  people  will  come  and  record  their 
votes,  this  portion  of  the  Bill  need  not  be  there. 
We  have  also  been  told  that  it  is  a  great 
power  to  place  in  the  hands  of  six  hundred  out 
of  ten  thousand  people  to  take  away  property. 
But  if  the  owners  of  property  choose  not  to  come 
to  vote  it  is  certainly  their  fault  if  the  property 
is  taken  away.  What  would  it  be  if  the  prin- 
ciple were  applied  to  this  House  ?  Let  evei^ 
member  who  goes  away  and  does  not  record  his 
vote  have  greater  power  to  enforce  legislation 
than  members  who  come  and  sit  the  whole 
night  and  record  their  votes  in  a  proper  way. 
The  persons  who  do  not  vote  are  those  who 
have  the  power,  and  the  persons  who  do  vote, 
unless  they  vote  in  certam  numbers,  are  per- 
fectly powerless.  And  by  refraining  from  doing 
what  I  consider  their  duty  these  persons  can 
inflict  a  hardship  on  the  country  which  no  ab- 
sentee ought  to  nave  the  power  of  doing.  Of 
course,  it  is  too  late  now ;  but  I  think  no  Com- 
mittee should  be  put  in  the  position  of  being 
forced  to  grant  all  the  licenses  at  once.  We 
have  also  been  told— I  think  by  the  Minister 
of  Labour — that  the  publicans  do  not  want 
this  Bill,— that  they  will  accept  this  Bill  merely 
for  fear  of  getting  something  worse.  Now,  we 
have  it  admitted  by  an  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish)  that  the  publicans  are 
being  placed  in  a  better  position  than  under 
the  present  Act.  He  went  over  the  Bill  in 
detaU,  and  gave  several  instances,  such  as  se- 
curity of  tenure  and  other  things.  Well,  I 
think  no  honourable  member  is  better  able  to 
speak  the  mind  of  the  liquor  party  than  the 
honourable  member,  and  I  would  take  his 
opinion  on  this  subject  before  that  of  the 
Minister  of  Labour. 

Mr.  REEVES. — In  most  respects  it  is  worse 
for  them. 

Mr.  PINKERTON.— The  Bill  is  for  them 
in  several  instances.  It  gives  them  a  fixity 
of  tenure  which  they  had  not  before.  This 
security  of  tenure  would  not  have  been  so 
great  had  the  Committee  retained  their  powers, 
but  the  powers  of  the  Committee  are  taken 
away.  The  powers  of  absentees  are  increased ; 
and,  between  the  two — one  side  having  lost 
power,  and  the  other  gaining  it  by  remainmg 
away  from  the  poll — it  simply  makes  the 
license  a  continuous  affair  instead  of  an  annual 
one.  It  offers  a  premium  to  roll-stuffing  with 
all  its  attendant  evils.  I  shall,  for  these  rea- 
sons, vote  against  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Sir,  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
evening  I  have  only  a  few  words  to  say  on  this 
Bill.  Its  history  in  the  House  has  been  short, 
and,  if  it  is  ever  placed  on  the  statute-book,  I 
venture  to  predict  that  it  will  have  a  very  short 
history  there  too.  The  Bill  was  said  to  be  one 
that  would  please  everybody.  The  newspapers 
are  evidence  that  it  does  not  please  one  side 
at  any  rate,  and  we  have  the  evidence  of  the 
Minister  of  Education  that  it  does  not  please 
the  publicans.    Very  well,  if  it  does  not  please 
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the  pnblioans,  are  they  going  to  vote  against 
it?  We  shall  see,  when  the  division  tokei 
place,  how  they  aire  going  to  vote.  I  want  to 
know  from  the  Minister  of  Education  whether 
he  calls  this  a  direct-veto  Bill.  I  understood 
from  his  speech  that  he  did. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — '*  Hear,  hear,*'  says  the honoor- 
able  gentleman.  Then  he  went  on  to  make 
some  remarks  about  the  referendum,  and  I 
understood  him  to  say  just  now  that  he  con- 
sidered the  referendum  something  better  than 
the  direct  veto —that  is,  that  the  direct  veto 
is  something  worse  than  the  referendum.  He 
has  introduced  a  Bill  with  the  direct  veto  in 
it.  He  tells  us  that  the  referendum  is  bad,  but 
the  direct  veto  is  far  worse.  Therefore  he  has 
introduced  a  Bill  with  a  clause  in  it  with  all 
that  is  possibly  bad,  according  to  his  own  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— I  said  it  was  bad  without 
safeguards. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— We  will  come  to  the  safe- 
guards presently.  Then,  Sir,  he  referred  us  to 
the  Athenian  democracy.  Comparing  this  coun- 
try with  the  Athenian  democracy!  Athens, 
with  her  slaves,  compared  with  New  Zealand  I 
I  do  not  think  I  need  take  the  comparison  any 
further.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  desires 
to  represent  a  democracy  that  believes  in 
slavery,  for  Goodness'  sake  let  him  represent 
it.  Is  this  Bill  any  advance  on  our  present 
legislation?  I  believe  our  present  legislation 
is  very  much  in  advance  of  this  measure,  and 
that  is  the  reason  I  shall  vote  against  the 
third  reading.  In  what  sense  is  it  an  im- 
provement on  our  present  Act  ?  The  present 
law  allows  us  to  elect  a  Oommittee  that  has 
power  to  abolish  licenses  altogether  in  small 
districts,  and  to  reduce  the  number  of  licenses ; 
and  both  of  these  powers  have  been  exer- 
cised. Instances  can  be  given  where  both  of 
these  powers  have  been  exercised.  What  will 
this  Bill  do  if  it  becomes  law  ?  It  professes  to 
give  to  the  people  the  power  of  direct  veto  as 
regards  the  abolition  of  licenses.  But  I  say 
that  power,  so  far  as  this  Bill  is  concerned, 
is  absolute  moonshine.  There  never  would  be 
recorded  a  three-fifths  vote  in  favour  of  the 
abolition  of  licenses,  and  therefore  in  this 
respect  it  is  a  retrograde  step  as  regards  the 
present  law.  And,  with  regard  to  the  reduction 
of  licenses,  I  admit  that  is  the  only  decent  part 
of  the  Bill:  by  putting  together  the  votes  in 
favour  of  abolishing  and  reducing  licenses,  the 
bare  majority  may  reduce  the  licenses.  But 
what  is  the  power  now?  The  Oommittee  have 
the  power  to  reduce  the  licenses,  and  there  is 
no  restriction  on  them.  But  read  clause  16 ; 
and  what  does  it  say  ?  It  says  that  even  now, 
under  this  Bill,  the  power  is  still  to  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  ;  but  how  ? — 
Limited  to  a  fourth.  The  Committee  has  still 
to  say  how  many  licenses  shall  be  reduced,  but 
it  is  limited  in  executing  that  power,  to 
one-fourth  of  the  existing  licenses.  The  Com- 
mittee may  only  reduce  one  out  of  two  hundred 
and  yet  be  within  the  law;  and  I  say  this  is 
no  .advance  on  the  present  law  in  any  respect 
afr.  AUen 


whatever.  Now,  time  after  time  membem 
opposed  to  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  have 
referred  to  two  main  features  which  are  ob- 
jectionable— those  of  the  half-poll  in  the  15tli 
section,  and  the  trienniaJ  licenses.  Now,  why 
was  the  half-poll  inserted?  I  wish  to  aigoe 
the  question  from  the  point  of  view  of  those 
who  are  arguing  in  favour  of  the  half-polL  I 
have  heard  many  say,  **  The  half-poll  is  sure  to 
take  place :  take,  for  instance,  the  poll  at  the 
general  election — in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  moee 
than  half  of  the  electors  poll ";  therefore,  they 
say,  **  Let  the  clause  stand."  Very  well,  let  as 
presume  that  half  will  poll.  In  that  case  let 
us  say  that  the  interests  are  so  great  that  hall 
will  poll — that  the  interests  of  the  prohibition- 
ists are  so  great  on  this  question  that  they  will 
roll  up  and  poll  heavily;  and  let  us  assume 
that  the  publicans  will  also  roll  up  and  vote 
heavily,  because  they  would  know  if  they  did 
not  they  would  very  Ukely  lose  all  their  licenses. 
Vety  well,  if  this  be  the  case,  if  we  are  assured 
that  half  are  coming  to  the  poll,  why  is  the 
clause  put  in  ?  It  is  put  in  for  a  reason ;  let  oa 
know  what  it  is.  If  me  G^rgument  of  that  side 
is  sound,  that  half  are  sure  to  come  to  the  poll, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  the  clause ;  and  I  say 
it  is  put  in  as  a  premium  offered  to  people  not 
to  vote :  that  is  what  it  is  put  in  for,  and  for 
no  other  reason  whatever.  Now,  there  was  a 
curious  argument  brought  forward — I  think,  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition — giving  certain 
figures.  It  was,  that  in  a  district  of  ten  thon- 
sand  people  there  would  be,  sav,  two  thousand 
on  the  roll,  the  half  of  those  being  one  thou- 
sand ;  so  that  six  hundred  would  carry  a  vote  in 
opposition  to  the  will  of  ten  thousand  peoide. 
Surely  that  was  not  putting  it  fairly.  Beallyy 
the  SIX  hundred  would  represent,  at  any  rate, 
two  thousand  four  hundred  of  the  otheis* 
and  the  four  hundred  would  represent  one 
thousand  six  hundred  of  the  others,  and  five 
thousand  would  be  absolutely  indifferent.  And 
it  would  be  the  fault  of  the  indifferent  ones 
that  they  did  not  turn  up  and  poll ;  and  these- 
fore  I  say  in  that  case  it  can  be  shown 
that  the  two  thousand  four  hundred  would  rule 
only  one  thousand  six  hundred ;  the  others 
are  uncertain,  because  they  do  not  roll  up,  and 
you  do  not  know  how  they  would  vote  if  t^ey 
did.  So  that  I  do  not  think  that  argument 
stands  at  all.  With  regard  to  triennial  licenaes, 
that,  I  think,  is  one  of  the  most  serious  blobs  on 
the  Bill.  All  through  the  history  of  the  liquor 
legislation  here  we  have  carefully  preserved 
the  annual  licenses,  and  for  a  distinct  reason—^ 
that  there  shall  be  no  possibility  of  a  claim  for 
compensation  being  set  up.  Under  this  Bill 
we  arc  beginning,  it  seems  to  me,  to  set  up  a 
claim  for  compensation.  It  is  not  the  triennial 
license  only.  If  there  is  no  poll  at  the  next 
period,  three  years  after  the  first  poll  is  taken« 
things  go  on  as  they  are,  and  the  license  is 
one  of  six  years,  and  it  may  be  for  nine  yearn 
or  twelve  years.  Well,  Sir,  if  a  license  of  nine 
or  twelve  years'  standing  does  not  set  up  a 
claim  for  compensation  I  do  not  know  what 
will,  and  I  think  this  Bill  is  taking  a  retrograde 
step  in  departing  from  the  system  of  issuini^ 
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«imnal  licenses,  and  annual  lioenses  only.  The 
hononiable  member  for  Manokan,  in  speak- 
ing this  afternoon,  said  the  same  power  ex- 
isted under  the  Act  of  1881.  Bat  when  he 
read  the  clause  of  the  Act  of  1881  every  one 
could  plainly  see  that  the  comparison  was 
not  at  all  a  fair  one.  The  Act  of  1881  says 
that  the  Gommittee  shall  have  complete  dis- 
cretionaxy  power.  This  Act  does  not  say  so ; 
it  does  not  give  the  Oommittees  any  power 
at  all.  It  says  a  man  has  a  right  to  a  three 
years'  license;  and  I  say  we  axe  here  bef^in- 
ning  to  set  up  the  question  of  compensation. 
There  are  only  one  or  two  small  points  in 
the  Bill,  which  arer  hardly  worth  notice  on  the 
third  re€iding:  still,  to  show  how  carelessly 
and  hurriedly  the  Bill  has  been  taken  through, 
I  will  suppose  the  case  of  an  election  taking 
place  three  years  after  a  district  has  voted  for 
absolute  prohibition.  There  is  no  publichouse 
m  the  district;  there  is  absolute  prohibition. 
An  election  takes  place  again  as  to  whether  any 
licenses  shall  be  granted.  Who  is  to  pay  the 
expenses  ?  The  Bill  says  that  the  expenses  are 
to  come  out  of  the  licensing-fees.  There  are  no 
licensing-fees  at  all ;  and  who  is  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses in  this  case  ?  Now,  I  think  we  should 
find  out  as  soon  as  we  come  to  the  third  reading 
•of  a  Bill  what  it  really  means ;  and  a  conversa- 
tion which  I  think  I  am  at  liberty  to  retail  to 
the  House  will  explain,  it  seems  to  me,  what 
the  present  Bill  really  means.  Two  gentlemen 
were  ticking  on  the  Bill  which  is  now  before  us 
— I  vrill  leave  it  to  the  House  to  judge  as  to 
what  party  they  belonged  to :  one  said,  '*  Well, 
I  think  this  is  a  very  good  Bill " ;  and  his  com- 
panion turned  round  and  said,  **Do  you? 
Why?"  "  Well."  replied  the  first  man,  "we 
have  got  a  halter  round  our  necks,  but  this  is 
a  reprieve  for  twenty  years  " ;  and  that  repre- 
sents the  case  of  those  who  are  really  interested 
in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  McLean.  —It  has  been  stated,  I  believe, 
in  a  jocular  manner,  inside  this  House,  and 
more  frequently  outside  the  House,  that  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  has  been  gone  on 
vrine,  while  the  other  House  is  a  little  weak 
on  the  woman  question.  I  am  glad,  however, 
to  state  that  woman  has  prevailed  among  the 
Lords,  and  I  hope  good  sense  will  prevail  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  on  this  question.  I 
•desire,  before  the  Bill  passes  the  third  reading, 
to  define  my  position  as  clearly  as  I  possibly 
can,  and  as  shortly  as  I  can.  When  I  was 
•elected  a  member  of  this  House  the  question 
upon  which  I  was  elected  was  the  question  of 
enpporting  the  Government  and  their  Liberal 
measures.  When  the  last  general  election  took 
place  I  was  a  candidate  for  this  city,  and 
upon  that  occasion  I  most  einphatically,  upon 
every  platform,  defined  that  I  was  a  Liberal 
first,  and  a  Liberal  in  all  things,  and  I  also 
stated  I  was  in  favour  of  reform  in  every  shape 
and  form.  And  I  am  also  in  favour  of  reform 
in  the  liquor  traffic.  I  wish  to  say  this :  that 
I  do  not  belong  to  the  so-called  liquor  ring — 
that  I  have  never  received  any  support  what- 
ever from  tliem.  I  also  desire  to  say  that  I 
4o  not  belong  to  the  other  party ;  and,  so  far  as 


I  know,  I  did  not  receive  the  support  of  either 
party.  I  believe  that  I  received  a  fair  share  of 
support  from  the  Liberal  party  belonging  to 
the  temperance  party,  but,  so  far  as  tiie  tem- 
perance reformers  themselves  were  concerned, 
they  took  no  part,  I  believe,  in  the  late  elec- 
tion. The  question  before  the  electors  in  this 
city  on  the  15th  of  January  was,  whether  they 
should  ring  "the  death-lmell  of  the  present 
Government," — whether  they  would  support 
the  present  Government  and  their  Liberal 
measures.  Therefore,  Sir,  the  question  of  the 
liquor  traffic  was  not  prominently  before  the 
electors  when  I  became  a  member  of  this 
House.  But,  as  I  have  stated,  I  am  in  favour 
of  reform  in  every  respect,  and  I  wish  to 
here  state  to  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua  that  when  he  brought  his  Bill  before 
this  House  I  supported  him  in  the  second 
reading  of  that  Bill.  I  left  my  party,  believ- 
ing it  was  not  a  party  measure,  and  believing 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  was 
leading  the  reform  of  the  liquor  trade.  I  fol- 
lowed him  upon  the  second  reading.  Further, 
I  went  to  this  extent :  Believing  he  was  the 
leader  of  that  party  and  the  leader  of  that 
measure,  I  warned  the  Government  here  that 
I  would  not  be  controlled  in  the  measute 
then  before  the  House,  because  I  looked  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  as  my 
leader  upon  the  Bill  before  the  House.  But 
we  were  beaten  by  a  very  narrow  majority; 
and,  as  a  party-man,  I  say — I  am  quite  sure 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  will 
agree  with  me— that,  as  he  had  no  Bill  before 
the  House,  as  he  was  fairly  beaten  upon  the 
question  of  reporting  progress,  my  duty,  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  was  to  fall  back  upon 
the  party  whom  I  supported  generally  in  their 
politics.  The  Government  announced  that  they 
were  going  to  bring  in  a  Liquors  Sale  Control 
Bill ;  and,  the  Government  having  brought  in 
this  Bill,  when  the  Bill  was  distributed  in  our 
pigeon-holes  I  took  home  the  measure,  and  I 
examined  it  well  the  first  evening  without 
consulting  anybody  or  hearing  any  person's 
views,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  it  was  an 
excellent  measure.  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Premier  had  brought  forward  a  Bill 
that  would  please  both  parties.  The  next  day, 
before  the  House  met,  I  met  a  number  of 
leading  citizens  in  this  city  —  temperance  re- 
formers, certainly  not  officers  of  the  Alliance, 
but  gentlemen  whom  I  have  known  in  the  city 
for  a  number  of  years  as  temperance  re- 
formers— and  they  agreed  with  me  that  the 
Bill  brought  forward  by  the  Government  was 
a  splendid  measure,  and  a  measure  that  would 
suit  both  parties.  That  being  the  case,  I  de- 
cided to  give  the  Bill  my  support  as  far  as  I 
could,  for  this  reason :  that  I  believe  it  is 
better  to  take  half  a  loaf  than  have  no  bread  at 
all.  I  have  come  to  this  conclusion — and  I  say 
it  now  in  this  House,  and  I  will  say  it  upon 
any  platform  in  this  city  or  in  this  colony :  I 
am  not  going  to  be  extreme  with  either  party. 
I  have  never  belonged  to  the  publican  party, 
and  I  hope  as  long  as  I  live  I  shall  never  belong 
to  any  extreme  party.    I  am  a  moderate  man 
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in  ftll  things,  and  therefore  I  do  not  believe  in 
an  intemperate  course  in  anything.  I  believe 
I  have  acted  conscientiously  as  a  conscientious 
Government  supporter.  Having  got  rid  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  two  Bills,  I 
think  that  my  duty  as  a  Government  man 
was  to  go  back  to  the  party  that  I  was  con- 
nected with,  and  support  them;  and  I  have 
done  so.  The  honourable  gentleman  may 
laugh ;  but.  Sir,  if  he  were  in  a  critical  posi- 
tion, and  he  found  one  of  his  party  leaving,  he 
would  laugh  on  the  other  side  of  his  face. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  is  not  a  party  question. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — No,  it  is  not  a  party  ques- 
tion; and,  therefore,  as  you  have  no  Bill  be- 
fore the  House 

Sir  R.  STOUT.—It  is  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— And  it  will  be  on  the  Order 
Paper  till  Doomsday  as  far  as  you  are  con- 
cerned. But  the  Government  have  a  real,  live 
Bill  before  this  House,  and  I  consider  in  this 
Bill  there  is  a  measure  of  reform,  because  it 
provides  for  the  will  of  the  people  being  carried 
out,  if  a  reduction  in  the  liquor  traffic  is 
desired;  and,  I  say,  so  far  as  the  cities  are 
concerned  at  all  events,  there  will  be  a  real, 
live  vote  taken  upon  this  question.  I  believe, 
as  far  as  the  cities  are  concerned,  a  man  may 
stake  his  existence  there  will  be  a  real,  live 
vote  taken  upon  this  question,  and,  instead  of 
half  of  the  electors  voting,  you  will  have 
three-fourths  voting.  What  was  the  case  in 
Wellington  at  the  last  general  election  ?  More 
tiian  three-fourths  voted.  What  was  the  case 
in  1892?  Out  of  ten  thousand -odd  voters 
seven  thousand  came  to  the  poll ;  and  that 
shows  that,  so  far  as  this  question  is  concerned, 
more  than  one-half  will  come  to  the  poll.  In 
addition  to  that,  what  was  the  case  in  Ina- 
ngahua  at  the  general  election  in  1890  ?  More 
than  three-fourths  of  the  electors  voted.  And 
I  think  more  than  one-half  voted  last  time.  So 
far  as  Wellington,  Inangahua,  Westport,  Wa- 
nganui,  Bruce,  and  Greymouth  were  concerned 
at  the  last  elections,  although  these  electorates 
were  very  wide,  and  scattered  over  a  large  area, 
more  then  one-half  went  to  the  poll.  With  a 
purified  roll,  which  we  shall  have  presently,  and 
with  the  votes  of  the  ladies  upon  it,  does  any 
honourable  gentleman  dare  to  stand  up  on  the 
platform  and  say  that  either  in  this  city  or  in 
the  country  the  publicans  can  prevent  the  ladies 
from  going  to  the  poll — can  prevent  one-half  the 
people  from  going  to  the  poll  ?  Sir,  they  would 
not  dare  to  risk  their  property,  to  risk  their 
all,  and  try,  as  it  were,  to  prevent  people  from 
using  their  legitimate  righcs,  and  going  to  the 
poll  upon  a  question  of  this  kind.  In  addition 
to  that,  I  say  the  new  poll  will  be  a  decided 
advance  upon  the  last  one.  In  the  last  one  the 
whole  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  City  of  Wel- 
lington would  not  come  to  over  four  thousand, 
and  now  we  shall  have  thirteen  thousand  or 
fourteen  thousand  upon  the  roll.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  purging  of  the  rolls,  we  are  told 
that  the  rolls  will  be  stufied  immediately  after 
the  election.  Does  any  honourable  gentle- 
man dare  to  stand  up  and  say  you  can  get 
vomen  to  take  a  false  declaration  —  to  run 
Mr,  McLean 


the  risk  of  being  imprisoned  for  two  or  thiea 
years,  as  the  case  may  be?  Sir,  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  think  that  the  colonists  of  New 
Zealand  will  run  these  risks,  and  allow  the 
rolls  to  be  stuffed  by  publicans  or  anybody 
else.  It  is  a  libel  on  respectable  people  to 
think  that  they  will  allow  themselves  after  the 
general  election  to  come  to  the  counter,  or  any- 
where else,  and  make  a  false  declaration 
that  they  are  entitled  to  vote  at  the  ensuing 
elections  under  this  Act.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  no  license,  and  the  three-fifths 
majority,  I  must  say  that  I  should  have  beezk 
inclined  at  the  time  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  brought  forward  his  Bill  to 
support  him  upon  the  bare  majority  of  those 
who  went  to  the  poll ;  but,  after  looking  at  his 
own  Bill,  and  after  considering  other  matters, 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  such  a 
large  question  as  this,  where  sixteen  thousand 

{>eople  are  engaged  in  this  trade  in  New  Zea- 
and,  and  where  the  property  amounts  to  over 
£600,000  in  value,  some  little  time  should  be 
given  them  to  consider  their  position.  Let  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  put  the 
question  on  one  side  for  the  moment,  and 
change  his  position  with  that  of  the  publican. 
What  happened  in  this  city?  A  little  over 
three  years  ago  there  were  three  hotels  closed 
at  the  Te  Aro  end  of  the  city  in  one  day,  and 
the  effect  of  that  was  this:  that  one  of  the 
men  had  to  go  bankrupt  immediately  after- 
wards. In  consequence  of  his  bankruptcy,  and 
in  consequence  of  his  family  being  turned  oat 
of  home,  it  preyed  upon  his  wife,  and  his  wife 
died — I  believe  it  was  stated  at  the  time — of  a 
broken  heart.  Bat  a  revulsion  of  feeling  set  in 
in  this  city,  and  at  the  very  next  licensiiig 
meeting  these  three  licenses  were  granted. 
What  was  the  case  not  more  than  two  or  three 
months  ago  ?  One  hotel  was  closed  on  Lamb- 
ton  Quay ;  I  need  not  mention  the  name,  fox 
it  is  well  known  to  every  honourable  gentle- 
man. The  publican  who  went  into  the  hotel 
paid  something  like  £900  to  go  in,  and  it  was 
shut  up  at  the  last  licensing  meeting.  What 
has  been  the  effect  of  tbat  ?  The  publican  has 
had  to  seek  the  protection  of  the  Bankruptcy 
Court ;  his  wife  and  family  are  turned  out  upon 
the  streets  of  Wellington,  and  they  are  now 
seeking  aid  from  the  Benevolent  Society. 
This  is  an  aspect  of  the  question  which  the  ex- 
treme party  on  the  other  side  should  consider. 
I  say  that,  assuming  a  direct  vote  will  be 
taken,  and  one-fourth  of  the  licenses  will  be 
reduced  in  this  city,  or  in  the  whole  colony,  it 
means  putting  out  into  the  street,  or  adding 
to  the  unemployed,  four  thousand  people,  and 
sweeping  away  the  whole  of  their  property.  I 
am  in  favour  of  giving  a  reasonable  time — 
such  time  as  the  Minister  of  Education  spoke 
about  —  and  I  am  in  favour  of  dealing  witik 
the  publicans  in  a  just  manner.  I  believe  that 
drink  has  been  a  great  curse  in  this  and  every 
country,  and  through  others  I  have  myself 
suffered  from  it;  through  others  who  have 
unfortunately  been  drawn  into  intemperate 
habits  I  have  suffered  very  severely;  and  I 
have  made  up  my  mind»  wherever  X  can,  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1893.]      .    Alcoholic  Liquors  [HOUSE.] 


SalB  Control  Bill. 


485 


help  to  improve  this  trade ;  but  I  am  not  going 
to  the  extent  of  saying  that,  in  a  popular  vote, 
taken  hurriedly,  the  properties  of  all  the  sixteen 
thousand  people  I  have  alluded  to  should  be 
Bwept  away  in  one  day.  And,  while  speaking 
upon  this  question,  I  think  the  Government 
should  seriously  take  this  into  consideration: 
that  if  the  Bill  is  passed — as  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  be — and  becomes  law,  presently  we  shall 
find  a  number  of  hotels  shut  up.  I  think  the 
Government  should  immediately  pass  an  Act 
which  will  enable  the  publicans  among  them- 
selves to  give  some  sort  of  compensation  to 
those  who  go  out— a  Bill  something  similar  to 
that  brought  in  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Pamell  last  year.  I  voted  against  that  Bill 
then,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  was  asking 
the  House,  as  it  were,  to  grant  in  some  form 
compensation,  when  the  question  was  not 
before  the  House;  but,  now  that  a  Bill  has 
been  passed  which  will  do  some  good,  and 
the  result  of  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  licenses,  I  think 
the  Government  should  allow  the  publicans, 
the  brewers,  and  the  wine  and  spirit  merchants 
to  compensate  in  some  measure  those  who  are 
turned  out  by  the  popular  will.  In  regard  to 
the  closing  of  hotels,  I  think  also  there  is 
some  measure  of  reform  in  that.  The  hotels 
will  be  closed  at  eleven  o'clock.  I  think  this 
Bill  is  a  step  in  advance,  and  I  do  not  think 
we  should  try  to  crush  these  people  out  at 
once.  We  should  give  them  reasonable  time 
to  put  their  house  in  order.  At  the  present 
time,  when  a  man  who  has  £200  or  £S0O  sees  a 
hotel  where  the  goodwill  is  worth,  say  £1,000, 
he  goes  to  the  brewer — no  matter  what  his 
character  may  bo  —  or  to  the  wine  and  spirit 
merchant,  and  buys  into  the  hotel  on  certain 
terms,  and  when  he  has  been  in  the  house  one 
or  two  months  he  finds  he  has  made  a  bad  bar- 
gain, and  the  chances  are  that  he  may  lose  his 
money.  The  very  next  step  he  takes  is  to  try 
to  find  another  customer,  and  so  the  changes 
go  on  ;  and  that  is  how  the  publican's  business 
has  become,  as  it  were,  a  very  low  business.  I 
think,  when  this  Bill  becomes  law,  it  will  im- 
prove the  class  of  people  holding  hotels.  The 
landlords  will  see  that  there  is  a  better  clskss  of 
men  put  into  the  houses.  The  brewers  and 
wine  and  spirit  merchants  will  not  trust  men 
unless  they  are  men  of  undoubted  character. 
In  the  town  where  I  came  from  at  Home  there 
are  only  three  hotels,  and  under  the  law  no 
new  hotels  can  be  opened  there.  The  trade  of 
a  hotelkeeper  is  a  respectable  one  there,  be- 
cause respectable  people  keep  them.  Now,  I 
wish  to  say,  further,  that  I  consider  there  is  a 
measure  of  reform  here,  because  first  of  all  it 
gives  power  to  the  people,  if  the  people  can  be 
brought  together.  I  consider  that  there  is  re- 
form in  this  Bill,  because  it  prohibits  Licens- 
ing Committees  from  granting  any  further 
licenses  excepting  in  special  cases— cases  where 
there  is  a  large  accession  to  the  population  in 
any  district.  So  far  as  the  electoral  districts 
are  concerned,  I  believe  that  every  temperance 
reformer  I  have  met  prior  to  the  introduction 
oi  this  Bill  was  in  favour  of  larger  districts ; 


but  now  they  are  not  happy  because  they  sed 
that  it  does  not  suit  them.  Under  the  Direct 
Veto  Bill  the  electoral  districts  were  to  be  the 
districts.  The  prohibition  party  some  months 
ago  were  in  favour  of  the  districts  being  in* 
creased  in  size,  and  now  they  have  got  that 
they  are  not  satisfied.  Now,  with  regard  to 
clause  9, 1  believe  that  is  an  improvement.  It 
gives  freedom  of  speech  and  freiedom  of  action 
to  the  candidates.  I  believe  there  is  also  re- 
form so  far  as  clubs  are  concerned.  Clubs  will 
now  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  police ; 
and  a  stop  may  be  put  to  the  drinking  which 
takes  place,  and  to  the  so-called  gambling— 
although,  as  I  have  said,  I  have  never  seen 
gambling  in  any  club  in  this  city ;  I  do  not  say 
it  does  not  take  place,  but  I  have  never  seen 
it.  I  say  this  is  a  measure  of  reform,  and  I  am 
not  going  to  stand  in  the  way  and  say  I  will 
take  no  part  in  this  matter.  If  we  are  going  to 
improve  this  colony,  if  we  are  going  to  improve 
the  people,  there  are  many  ways  we  may  do  it. 
The  people  must  be  educated  through  religion 
and  through  our  schools,  they  must  have  good 
laws,  and  they  must  be  educated  up  to  the  fact 
that  excessive  drinking  is  a  crime,  and  to  con- 
sider that  a  man  getting  drunk  and  making  a 
beast  of  himself  is  to  be  condenmed  in  the 
eyes  of  every  right  and  good  man.  The  whole 
community  must  enter  into  this  question  as  to 
the  drinking  trade ;  but,  as  I  have  said,  I  can* 
not  at  present  favour  the  whole  trade  being, 
as  it  were,  swept  away.  I  am,  however,  in 
favour  of  this  measure  passing;  and,  as  soon  as 
it  is  passed,  those  who  desire  that  further  im- 
provements should  be  made  in  the  law  may 
rely  upon  me  that  I  shall  help  them  as  fait 
as  I  possibly  can.  But  let  us  first  have  this 
Bill  upon  the  statute-book,  and,  if  honourable 
gentlemen  propose  an  amendment  next  year 
in  clause  15,  I  think  that  might  be  done  to 
advantage. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— They  will  have  got  three 
years'  licenses. 

Mr.  McLB AN.— Supposing  they  have.  Let 
us  consider  what  an  advance  has  been  made  in 
the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  We  have  been 
earnestly  requested  to  close  publichouses,  and 
in  this  Bill  we  have  a  measure  of  reform. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbeb. — No  reform  at  all. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  say.  Yes,  it  is.  I  have 
studied  this  Bill.  I  have  slept  over  it. 
Honourable  members  may  laugh,  but  I  have 
gone  to  sleep  thinking  of  this  measure,  and 
have  awoke  up  thinking  of  it;  and,  whether 
honourable  members  believe  me  or  not,  I  say 
conscientiously  that  there  has  never  been  a 
measure  introduced  into  this  House  during 
the  last  two  years  to  which  I  have  given 
more  consideration  than  this  one.  I  say,  with 
regard  to  the  guarantee  of  the  license  for 
three  ^ears,  that  it  is  perfectly  right,  after 
a  public  vote  has  been  taken,  and  after  the 
people  have  been  stirred  up — ^it  is,  I  say,  but 
right  that  a  man  who  has  fulfilled  the  law 
and  kept  his  house  well  should  have  some 
measure  of  security  for  the  next  three  years. 
What  would  honourable  members  say  if,  after 
having  gone  through  the  turmoil  of  an  election. 
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and  expended  all  their  energy  in  the  contest,  and 
after  they  have  been  a  year  here,  some  one 
oame  forward  and  said  that  they  ^ould  go  to 
the  poll  again -because  they  had  changed  their 
minds — ratted,  as  it  were,  ^m  the  Qovemment 
policy  ?  Members  would  treat  with  scorn  such 
a  suggestion — having,  as  I  have  said,  fairly 
fought  and  won  the  contest  at  the  general 
election.  I  shall  not  delay  the  House  much 
longer.  I  shall  be  prepared  to  go  before  my 
constituents ;  and,  if  I  have  not  done  right  on 
this  question,  it  is  because  I  have  not  had  the 
power  to  think  this  matter  out  on  a  better 
oasis;  but  I  have  done  everything  which  I 
could  conscientiously  do,  and  I  have  dealt 
witti  the  publicans  as  I  would  deal  with  any 
otiier  class  with  regard  to  this  question. 

Mr.  HABEKESS.— We  have  heard  to-night, 
Sir,  many  remarkable  speeches  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  perhaps  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
is  that  which  has  been  just  delivered  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr. 
McLean) ;  and  there  was  also  a  noteworthy 
speech  from  the  Minister  of  Education.  The 
aiguments  brought  forward  by  the  Minister  of 
Education  have  been  very  well  answered  by 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce;  but 
tiiere  is  one  point  in  connection  with  his  re- 
marks which  I  should  like  to  call  attention  to. 
He  sj^ke  in  his  speech  of  spoliation  and  con- 
fiscation by  a  maiority  of  the  votes  of  the 
people.  What  is  the  meaning  of  that  expres- 
sion? Does  he  wish  the  House  to  infer  that 
the  closing  of  publichouses  by  a  majority  vote 
is  confiscation  ?  If  it  is  confiscation  to  close 
houses  by  a  majority,  it  is  just  as  truly  con- 
fiscation, and  as  much  spoliation,  to  do  it  by  a 
three-fifths  majority.  I  do  not  wish  to  further 
refer  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man opposite,  for,  as  I  have  said,  they  were 
very  well  answered  by  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Peninsula  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce.  I  rose  for  the  express  purpose  of 
briefly  lodging  my  earnest  protest  against  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill.  When  the  second 
reading  was  being  discussed  I  spoke  strongly 
against  the  Bill,  and  I  am  somewhat  proud 
of  the  position  I  then  occupied,  because  I  was 
told  by  the  Premier  that  the  only  speaker  who 
had  condemned  it  was  myself ;  but  there  are 
many  in  the  House  to-night  who  are  taking  up 
the  exact  position  I  took  up  then.  On  the 
second  reading,  I  in  the  first  place  complained 
of  the  granting  of  compensation  to  the  present 
holders  of  licenses  by  the  fixing  of  triennial 
licenses.  I  complained  also  of  the  increased 
size  of  the  licensing  districts,  which  nullifies 
local  control.  There  was  also  the  disability 
of  the  17th  clause,  demanding  that  half  the 
electors  should  record  *their  votes :  and  there 
was  also  the  expense  which  we  cast  upon 
the  local  authorities  in  connection  with  the 
poll  to  be  taken.  For  these  reasons  I  spoke 
strongly  against  the  Bill,  and  told  the  Pre- 
mier that,  whilst  I  agreed  with  the  main 
principles  of  the  Bill,  I  would  do  iJI  in  my 
power  to  make  certain  amendments  in  it. 
Those  amendments  were  lost  in  Committee. 
Mr,  McLean 


The  measure  in  its  present  eondition  is  retro- 
gressive and  unworkable ;  I  therefore  feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  vote  against  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill.  And  I  may  tell  the  House  that, 
though  the  Premier  may  flatter  himself  that 
he  has  introduced  a  measure  which  will  give 
satisfaction  to  both  sides,  that  will  not  be  ao. 
The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish)  who  has  been  looked  upon  as  the  ex- 
ponent of  the  liquor  traffic  in  this  House,  and 
has  been  looked  upon  as  one  who  is  advocating 
the  interests  of  those  called  **  the  trade,"  hae 
clearly  shown  that  there  are  in  connection  with 
this  measure  but  two  parties,  and  two  parties 
alone — those  who  are  m  favour  of  the  liquet 
trade,  and  those  who  are  in  favour  of  pat- 
ting that  trade  under  fair  control.  Now,  I 
want  to  say,  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
in  my  opinion  this  Bill  is  not  about  to  give 
satisfaction,  at  all  events,  to  those  who  are  de» 
sirous  of  putting  the  trade  imder  fair  control. 
My  opinion  about  the  matter  is  simply  this 
with  reference  to  the  whole  question :  The  Qo- 
vemment have  in  this  Bill  confused  two  issues 
— ^that  is  to  say.  License  or  No  license,  and  the 
question  of  the  legitimate  and  local  control  of 
the  traffic.  These  two  things  are  entirely 
distinct,  and  there  are  many  members  of  the 
House  who  do  not  understand  that  theee 
two  questions  stand  on  an  entirely  different 
footing  from  each  other.  Those  who  are  in 
favour  of  the  question  to  be  put  to  the  electon 
being  simply.  License  or  No  license,  are  pre- 
pared to  take  extended  districts — larger  even 
than  the  electoral  districts,  if  you  like— and, 
under  the  poll  taken  for  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  they  are  prepared  in  these 
large  districts  to  give  to  the  people  a  vote  on 
the  question  of  License  or  No  hcense.  But, 
they  say,  when  you  come  to  the  question 
of  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  liquor 
traffic,  we  should  for  this  purpose  establish 
districts  in  which  there  is  a  community  of 
interests— which  the  districts  provided  for  in 
this  Bill  vnll  not  give.  I  say  that  these  two 
issues  have  been  confused  purposely  in  this 
House ;  and  I  believe  the  best  feature  in  con- 
nection with  the  Bill,  although  I  fear  it  will 
never  be  carried  out,  is  the  power  of  reducing 
the  number  of  licenses  by  a  percentage  every 
three  years.  I  approve  of  that  principle,  bat 
maintain  that,  under  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  17th  clause,  it  will  oe  impossible  to  get 
any  reduction  in  the  number  of  licenses,  and 
it  will  be  impossible  to  close  any  licensed 
houses,  and  therefore  I  say  that,  looking  at 
this  from  an  unprejudiced  point  of  view,  it  is 
a  decidedly  backward  movement. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Oh ! 

Mr.  HABENESS.— Yes,  Sir:  I  say,  from 
an  unprejudiced  point  of  view.  Now,  I  am 
not  an  Alliance  man ;  I  am  a  member  of  no 
Good  Templar  Lodge,  and  I  have  not  been 
influenced  by  any  one  outside  the  House,  for 
during  the  whole  time  this  Bill  has  been  be- 
fore the  House  I  have  not  received  a  single 
telegram  or  letter  from  any  Alliance  man  or 
member  of  any  other  union.  I  am  speakinff 
entirely  from  a  practical  point  of  view ;  and 
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I  inifciwtAiTi  the  Bill  will  giye  no  gaiiafaotton 
«D  those  who  are  striving  to  bring  the  liquor 
trade  under  proper  control ;  and,  in  fact,  yon 
will  find  that  if  it  does  pass  into  law,  and 
Is  pat  on  the  statute-book,  it  will  prove  to 
be  a  retrograde  moyement.  In  many  respects 
we  have  all  we  desire  in  the  present  lioens- 
Ing-law  of  1881.  It  is  needless  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  the  whole  Bill,  though  a  good 
deal  of  the  discussion  that  has  already  taken 
place  upon  it  has  been  wide  of  the  mark.  I 
wish  for  a  moment  or  two  to  refer  to  one  or 
two  remarks  that  have  fallen  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Halswell,  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition ;  and  on  this  point  I  may  say  that 
I  entirely  difier  from  my  respected  leader: 
much  as  I  respect  his  opinions  in  many  ways 
I  en^ely  disagree  with  him  on  this  matter. 
He  gave  us  a  very  carefully  prepared  speech 
—in  fact,  he  usually  prepares  nis  speeches 
with  much  care ;  and  the  speech  we  had  from 
him  this  afternoon  was  not  like  mine,  just  de- 
livered on  the  spur  of  the  moment— it  was  pre- 
pared with  a  great  deal  of  care  and  thou^t ; 
and  he  has  gone  even  so  far  as  to  ascertain  the 
views  which  John  Bright  and  other  Liberals 
have  expressed  on  this  question,  and  to  bring 
them  before  the  House.  One  point  in  his 
speech  I  wish  particularly  to  refer  to.  He 
said  that  he  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  de- 
termination of  such  a  question  by  a  bare 
majority  exercising  judicial  functions.  Do  yon 
ask  the  people  to  exercise  judicial  functions 
when  you  crive  them  the  power  of  exercising 
a  vote  on  the  question  as  to  whether  there 
diall  be  licenses  or  no  licenses,  or  as  to  whether 
there  shall  be  a  reduction  of  licenses?  Are 
you  asking  the  people  to  exercise  a  judicial 
function  on  these  questions?  By  no  means. 
I  am  as  strongly  opposed  as  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  placing  in  the  hands  of  the 
people  the  power  of  framing  enactments  or 
making  our  laws;  but  when  you  ask  the 
people  to  decide  these  questions  affecting  their 
social  welfare  it  is  not  the  formation  of  the 
law  that  is  involved — it  is  the  enforcement 
of  the  law  which  is  made  here  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  who  are  sent  to  decide 
these  questions  judicially,  and  to  frame  the 
laws  which  the  people  themselves  are  anxious 
to  cany  out.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
with  his  cautious  analytical  mind  and  his 
power  of  discerning  these  things,  carefully 
mixed  them  up  and  put  them  in  the  position 
in  which  he  did  in  opposing  the  Bill  on  the 
third  reading.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  to  dis- 
agree with  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  only 
wish  he  was  on  the  right  side  of  the  House 
cm  this  question,  and  viewed  this  matter  from 
a  different  standpoint;  but  I  believe  the  time 
will  come  when  not  only  he,  but  many  other 
honourable  members  who  are  now  opposing 
this  question,  will  come  to  see  that  it  is  wise 
to  give  people  the  control  of  the  liquor  traffic, 
and  to  uirow  on  the  people  the  entire  respon- 
sibility of  their  own  actions.  They  need  not 
Isar  that  they  will  be  called  upon  to  act  in 
the  exercise  of  a  judicial  function ;  but  they 
will  be  called  upon  to  exercise  a  vote  on  social 


questions — on  matters  in  which  they  are  so- 
cially interested — to  vote  not  judicially  but  on 
matters  of  fact.  I  shall  vote  against  this  Bill, 
and  wish  that  I  had  half  a  doaen  votes  to  cast 
against  it. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  before  the  final  passing  of  the  Bill,  lest 
my  reticence  should  be  taken  as  a  tacit  assent 
to  its  provisions.  I  did  not  speak  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  this  is  the  only 
opportunity  I  shall  have  of  doing  so.  I  do  not 
wish  to  make  any  lengthened  remarks  on  the 
Bill  for  several  reasons.  One  is,  Sir,  that  you 
have  been  occupying  that  chair,  as  Speaker 
of  the  House,  for  so  many  hours  to-night  that 
it  would  be  entirely  wrong  of  me  to  inflict  upon 
you  the  hardship  of  occupying  it  very  much 
longer.  In  the  second  place,  the  ground  has 
been  gone  over,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
have  been  so  exhaustively  dealt  with  that 
there  is  little  left  for  me  except  to  reiterate 
the  remarks  already  made  by  honourable  mem- 
bers. The  Government,  in  introducing  this 
measure,  has  acted,  I  think,  in  a  proper  man- 
ner. The  Licensing  Act  of  1872  was  passed 
in  consequence  of  educated  public  opinion ; 
the  Licensing  Act  of  1881  in  many  respects 
was  in  advance  of  the  Act  of  1872,  in  that  it 
was  a  much  more  liberal  measure;  but  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1881  a  considerable 
change  has  taken  place  in  public  opinion  on 
the  liquor  question,  and  any  measure  submitted 
to  this  House,  to  be  in  accordance  with  public 
opinion  of  to-day,  should  be  a  long  way  m  ad- 
vance of  the  Act  of  1881.  I  give  the  Govern- 
ment credit  for  introducing  this  Bill :  in  fact, 
the  hands  of  the  Government  were  forced. 
We  have  had  during  the  present  Parliament 
shoals  of  petitions  from  every  quarter  and 
every  centre  of  population  in  tiie  colony,  pre- 
sented by  almost  every  member  of  the  House, 
praying  that  the  Licensing  Act  might  be 
amended  in  the  direction  of  Riving  the  people 
greater  control.  We  have  had  letters  ana  tele- 
grams continually  arriving,  asking  members  to 
tckke  a  certain  course  in  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion. I  was  one  of  a  deputation  consisting  of 
ten  members  of  the  House  who  waited  upon 
the  Premier  some  four  or  five  weeks  ago,  asking 
him  when  it  would  be  convenient  for  him  to 
give  an  expression  of  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment— as  to  what  line  of  action  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  take  on  the  question.  The 
honourable  gentleman  received  us  with  his 
usual  courtesy,  and  promised  that  the  mind 
of  the  Government  would  be  made  known  to 
the  House  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Licen- 
sing Act  Amendment  Bill.  Lately  a  Temper- 
ance Convention  was  held  in  the  City  of  Wel- 
lington, and  a  deputation  from  that  Convention, 
consisting  of  some  fifty  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
waited  upon  the  Premier  and  brought  the 
matter  before  him.  I  had  not  the  honour  to 
be  one  of  the  members  of  the  House  who  intro- 
duced that  deputation,  but  I  was  informed  by 
the  senior  member  for  the  City  of  Auckland 
that  the  deputation  was  then  waiting  on  the 
Premier.  I  went  to  the  room  where  the  de- 
putation was,  and,  to  my  very  great  pleasure, 
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I  found  that  not  only  yna  there  a  deputation 
of  temperance  workers  waiting  on  the  Pre- 
mier, but  two  of  the  leading  brewers  of  the 
oolony  were  amongst  the  deputation  —  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Suburbs  (Mr. 
Dawson),  and  another  brewer,  Mr.  Moss  Davis, 
from  Auckland.  Both  gentlemen  were  amongst 
the  deputation,  and  it  was  to  me  a  matter 
of  -very  great  pleasure  to  see  the  lion  and 
the  lamb  about  to  sit  down  together,  and  that 
a  sort  of  amicable  agreement  was  being  made 
with  the  Premier  as  to  the  nature  of  &e  Bill 
to  be  submitted  to  the  House.  But  on  mature 
reflection  I  concluded  that  the  two  gentlemen 
I  have  just  referred  to,  instead  of  forming  part 
of  the  deputation  with  a  view  of  having  a  local- 
option  measure  submitted  to  the  House,  were 
engaged  in  what  is  commonly  called  eaves- 
dropping  

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  wish  to  call  your  atten- 
tion, Sir,  to  the  serious  charge  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  made  against  a 
member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKBB.—The  honourable  gentleman 
must  not  make  any  such  charge  against  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  ;  it  is  not  allowable. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Very  well.  Sir.  When 
the  Licensing  Act  Amendment  Bill  was  before 
the  House  the  Premier  gave  an  indication 
of  the  lines  upon  which  the  Government 
would  proceed  on  this  question.  When  that 
Bill  was  in  Committee,  and  the  Premier  moved 
that  progress  be  reported  with  the  view  of  sit- 
ting again,  he  then  stated  to  the  House  that 
he  would  accept  the  result  of  the  division 
about  to  take  place  as  an  indication  as  to 
whether  the  Government  was  to  go  on  with 
the  question  or  not.  I,  Sir,  was  in  favour  of 
the  continuance  of  the  Bill  in  Committee,  and 
consequently  I  went  into  the  "Noes"  lobby, 
with  the  view  of  showing  to  the  Premier 
that  it  was  my  wish  that  the  Government 
should  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  this 
question  of  local  option.  A  few  days  later 
a  leader  appeared  in  the  New  Zealand  Times 
dealing  somewhat  harshly  with  myself  and 
thirteen  other  members  of  the  House.  We 
were  called  to  account;  we  were  accused  of 
disloyalty,  and  many  other  wicked  things,  for 
daring  to  assert  our  rights,  and  acting  in  the 
interests  of  those  who  sent  us  here.  But  the 
inconsistency  of  this  will  be  apparent  when  I 
point  out  that  the  Minister  of  Education  de- 
clared on  the  floor  of  this  House  that  he  had 
given  certain  election  pledges  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  that  he  was  determined  to  cany  out 
those  pledges.  No  one  questioned  his  right  to 
make  those  pledges,  or  his  right  to  vote  ac- 
cording to  his  convictions ;  but  surely,  if  it 
were  allowable  for  the  Minister  of  Education 
to  make  pledges  to  his  constituents,  and 
rigidly  to  adhere  to  those  pledges,  it  is  also 
allowable  for  any  honourable  member  who  is 
supporting  the  Government  to  carry  out  his 
pledges  and  act  according  to  his  convictions. 
It  has  been  stated  in  the  lobby  that  the  ele- 
ments of  disintegration  have  entered  into  the 
Government  party.  I  do  not  think,  Sir,  that 
such  is  the  case.  The  very  best  friends  of 
Mr,  Meredith 


the  Government  are  those  who  think  and  aet 
for  themselves  on  questions  of  importance  that 
are  brought  before  this  House.  If  a  Govern- 
ment had  a  blind,  obedient  majority,  a  ma- 
jority of  servile  followers,  the  result  would  be 
that  such  Gk)vemment  might  be  led  into  politi- 
cal corruption,  and,  in  the  meantime,  lose  the 
confidence  of  the  country.  I  believe  the  best 
friends  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  oc- 
cupy the  Government  benches  to-day  are  those 
who  think  for  themselves  and  act  according  to 
their  convictions,  and  place  the  welfare  of  the 
country  above  party.  I  was  pleased  to  notice, 
in  the  speech  of  the  Minister  of  Education^ 
that,  while  there  were  nineteen  questions  on 
which  we  agreed,  the  twentieth  was  one  on 
which  we  might  agree  to  differ,  and  yet,  after 
all,  make  no  difference  in  the  solidity  of  the 
Government  party.  No  honourable  member 
will  deny  that  there  are  a  great  many  evils 
connected  with  the  li<|uor  trade.  The  con- 
sumption of  alcoholic  liquors  is  the  cause  of 
a  great  deal  of  evil,  pauperism,  and  crime: 
it  exercises  a  degrading  influence.  Honour- 
able members  have  questioned  the  right  of  the 
Government  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  the 
individual  by  controlling  the  consumption  of 
alcoholic  liquors.  Sir,  if  the  effects  of  the  con- 
sumption of  alcoholic  liquor  were  confined  to 
the  mdividual,  even  then  it  would  be  right  and 
proper  in  certain  cases  for  the  Legislature  to 
interfere ;  but  when  the  effects  of  the  consump- 
tion of  alcoholic  liquors  cure  not  confined  to 
the  individual,  then  it  is  perfectly  right  and 
proper  for  the  Legislature  to  step  in.  Looking 
at  the  police  report  laid  on  the  table  a  few 
days  ago,  I  find  that  the  number  of  arrests  for 
drunkenness  was  5,360,  or  40  per  cent,  of  the 
total  offences  under  the  Police  Act.  The  num- 
ber under  the  heading  of  lunacy  was  366 :  and 
the  total  cost  of  the  Police  Department  for 
last  year  is  £94,198  8s.  lid.  Those  connected 
with  the  temperance  reform  movement  have 
been  characterized  on  the  floor  of  this  House 
as  enthusiasts,  extremists,  and  faddists.  Sir,  I 
scarcely  think  that  any  honourable  gentleman 
is  justified  in  making  use  of  any  suoh  terms. 
While  those  terms  were  used  in  reference  to  one 
particular  class,  no  such  terms  of  opprobrium 
were  used  in  regard  to  the  liquor  trade  by 
temperance  advocates  in  the  House.  I  should 
like  to  remind  the  House  that  all  who  have 
been  engaged  in  any  great  reform  in  connec- 
tion with  our  country  in  years  gone  by  have 
been  characterized  in  the  very  same  terms. 
Take  Father  Mathew,  who  had  so  much  to  do 
with  the  temperance  reform  movement  both  in 
its  inception  and  advancement;  Cobden  and 
Bright,  who  had  to  do  with  the  repeal  of  the 
corn-laws ;  Clarkson  and  Wilberforce,  with  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  All  these  have  been  cha- 
racterized as  extremists  and  faddists.  Yes, 
and  the  greatest  social  reformer  that  ever  trod 
this  earth  had  his  life  taken  away,  while  the 
multitude  cried,  "  Away  with  him,  away  with 
him ;  crucify  him,  crucify  him."  So  that, 
Sir,  it  will  be  at  once  seen  that  those 
who  are  engaged  in  the  temperance  reform 
movement  at  the  present  time  are  only  xeceiv* 
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ing  the  treatment  that  was  given  to  other 
reformers  in  days  gone  by.  I  look  upon  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  connected  with  the  tem- 
perance reform  movement,  including  a  very 
large  section  of  the  clergy  of  all  denomina- 
tions, as  most  respectable  members  of  the 
community,  endeavouring  to  do  all  they  can 
to  exercise  an  influence  over  the  community, 
giving  it  a  higher  tone,  raising  it:  to  a  higher 
level,  and  so  benefiting  the  masses  of  society. 
Sir,  there  is  one  question  that  has  been  left 
out  of  this  Bill  altogether  that  I  should  like 
to  refer  to,  and  I  do  so  in  the  interest  of  those 
who  are  engaged  in  the  liquor  trade.  It  has 
been  remarked  to  me  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion by  those  engaged  in  the  trade  that  they 
consider  it  a  great  hardship  that,  while  other 
people  work  six  days  in  the  week,  and  have  the 
benefit  of  the  seventh  as  a  day  of  rest  and  for 
association  and  quiet  with  their  families,  those 
engaged  in  hotels  are  compelled  by  law  to  work 
seven  days  in  the  week.  I  think  every  respect- 
able publican  in  this  colony  would  be  well 
pleased  if  he  were  allowed  to  close  at  the  usual 
hour  on  Saturday  night  and  not  open  until 
the  Monday  morning  following.  The  bond  fide 
traveller  is  the  cause  of  a  very  great  deal  of 
drunkenness  on  Sunday,  and  the  Act  is  being 
continuously  violated  in  all  directions.  There 
is  nothing  easier  than  for  a  person  to  get  a 
railway-ticket  at  Wilson's  Siding,  which  is  about 
three  miles  from  Ghristchurch,  for  a  few  pence, 
and  go  to  Ghristchurch,  and  he  can  get  liquor 
at  every  hotel  in  Ghristchurch  on  presenting  his 
ticket ;  and  if  a  policeman  comes  on  the  scene 
he  presents  his  ticket  to  prove  he  is  a  bond  fide 
traveller.  While  I  take  exception  to  some  of 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  I  may  say  there  is  a 
good  deal  in  the  Bill  which  I  approve  of.  I 
admit  there  is  in  the  measure  a  great  reform. 
There  is  also  a  measure  of  retrograde  legislation 
— that  is  to  say,  while  it  takes  one  step  forward 
it  takes  two  steps  backward.  In  some  matters 
it  leaves  us  in  a  much  worse  condition  than 
under  the  Act  of  1881.  But  the  main  section 
I  take  exception  to,  and  which  I  cannot  bring 
myself  to  support,  and  in  consequence  of  which 
I  cannot  vote  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill, 
is  subsection  (6)  of  clause  12 : — 

"Whenever  a  license  is  granted  after  the 
taking  of  a  poll  in  any  district,  the  licensee 
shall  have  the  right  of  an  annual  renewal  of 
such  license  for  the  two  years  succeeding  the 
original  grant  thereof  until  the  taking  of  the 
next  poll,  unless  in  the  meantime  his  license 
becomes  indorsed  for  any  breach  of  law  in 
lespect  of  any  of  the  ofiences  mentioned  in 
section  nineteen  of  this  Act." 

This  is  the  principle  of  continuity.  When 
4he  Licensed  Victuallers  Oompensation  Bill 
was  before  the  House  last  session  I  opposed 
it  because  it  contained  the  principle  of  con- 
tinuity. The  principle  of  continuity  m  a  license 
has  never  before  been  placed  on  the  statute- 
book  of  New  Zealand,  and  I  consider  it  wrong  on 
the  part  of  this  House  to  sanction  the  placing 
such  a  measure  as  this  on  the  statute-book. 
If  the  Government  would  be  prepared  to  strike 
out  this  clause  I  should  be  prepared  to  give 


my  support  to  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill, 
though  I  look  upon  it  as  a  measure  which  is 
not  likely  to  last  vezy  long,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  next  session  will  see  a  measure  intro- 
duced to  modify  or  to  amend  this  Act.  But 
this  clause  would,  in  my  opinion,  impose  a  most 
vicious  principle,  a  principle  we  have  never 
admitted  the  right  to  place  on  the  statute-book, 
and  one  I  cannot  agree  with.  On  this  account 
I  shall  be  forced  from  conviction  to  go  into  the 
lobby  and  vote  against  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill.  Before  I  sit  down  I  should  like  to  refer 
to  one  or  two  remarks  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  McLean).  He 
referred  to  two  houses  having  been  closed  in 
Wellington,  and  to  the  reopening  of  one  of 
those  houses.  He  told  us  what  a  hardship  it 
was  upon  the  licensee,  who  had  been  deprived 
of  that  license,  resulting  in  domestic  troubles. 
Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  might  have 
gone  a  little  further  and  told  us  that  the  in- 
coming tenant  had  paid,  for  the  privilege  of 
going  into  that  house,  £700.  He  might  have 
told  us,  further,  that  a  gentleman  connected 
with  Parliament,  who  has  got  influence  with 
the  Licensing  Bench,  had  a  mortgage  of  £1,000 
on  that  hotel.  This  accounts  for  the  reopen- 
ing of  the  hotel.  There  is  one  circumstance 
which  should  arouse  the  suspicion  of  honourable 
members  against  the  Bill  as  a  Liberal  measure 
—that  is  the  attitude  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  Oity  (Mr.  Fish).  That  honour- 
able gentleman  is  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and 
I  should  like  to  point  out  that  if  this  were  a 
reform  measure  it  is  not  likely  that  it  would 
receive  his  support.  Honourable  members  will 
recollect  that  when  the  present  Government 
created  the  Labour  Department,  —  which  has 
conferred  a  great  boon  upon  a  very  large 
number  of  the  working-classes  of  New  Zea- 
land, giving  employment  and  bread  to  men, 
women,  and  children,  —that  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  spare  himself  in  holding  that 
department  up  to  public  ridicule,  and  heaping 
calumny  on  the  Minister  in  charge  of  it.  A^in 
and  again  he  attacked  the  Minister.  Then, 
with  regard  to  the  co-operative  system,  that 
has  been  attacked  again  and  again  by  that 
honourable  gentleman.  This  is  admitted  by  a 
majority  of  this  House  to  be  a  useful  systein. 
Then,  again,  the  woman's  suffrage  was  stone- 
walled by  that  honourable  gentleman ;  also  the 
Licensing  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Is  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  order  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
does  seem  to  be  wandering  from  the  question. 
I  tmderstood  he  was  endeavouring  to  establish 
some  connection  between  the  Bill  before  the 
House  and  the  matters  mentioned. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— I  am  trying  to  establish 
a  connection  and  to  show  the  House  the  reason 
why  my  suspicions  have  been  aroused.  When 
the  Licensing  Act  Amendment  Act  was  intro- 
duced by  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua,  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
Gity  (Mr.  Fish)  stonewalled  that  measure  for 
four  solid  hours,  while  he  is  in  favour  of  this 
Bill;   and  that  is  a  good  indication,  to  my 
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mind,  that  there  is  not  snch  a  measure  of  re- 
ioim  in  the  Bill  as  we  might  reasonably  ex- 
pect. Furthermore,  when  this  Bill  came  into 
my  hands  I  was  rather  taken  with  the  Bill, 
and  thought  it  a  very  fair  measure,  bnt  after 
I  read  it  two  or  three  times  I  found  it  was 
not  such  as  I  at  first  thought. 

Mr.  SWAK. — ^I  did  not  intend  to  say  one 
word  on  this  question,  as  it  has  been  so 
thoroughly  threshed  out  in  this  House,  but  for 
some  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce.  He  was  desirous  to  know  how  the 
publicans  would  vote  on  this  question.  I  do 
not  know  that  there  are  any  publicans  in 
this  House,  but  I  suppose  he  alluded  to  the 
brewing  interest.  As  one  representing  that 
interest,  I  can  inform  the  honourable  gentle- 
man tbat  I  intend  to  vote  for  the  measure: 
not  that  we  believe  that  it  is  in  the  interests 
of  our  trade,  but  that  it  is  far  preferable  to 
the  drastic  and  confiscatory  measure  which 
was  introduced  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua,  and  which  passed  its  second  read- 
ing. It  is  not  because  we  believe  that  this  is 
a  good  Bill,  but  because  it  is  a  far  more  just 
and  more  equitable  measure  than  the  one  it 
took  the  place  of.  The  Government  are  to  be 
congratulated,  when  placed  in  a  most  difficult 
position,  on  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
brought  this  question  to  the  front  and  carried 
it  through.  I  would,  therefore,  wish  it  to  be 
understood  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  trade  it 
is  not  a  desirable  Bill,  and  that  we  would  much 
prefer  that  it  should  not  have  been  brdught  so 
mr  as  it  has  been  brogbt,  and  we  believe,  pos- 
sibly, it  may  yet  not  be  put  on  the  statute-book. 
Nevertheless,  I  say  that,  considering  the  posi- 
tion, we  must  be  thankful  for  smaJl  mercies, 
and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fairness  and  gratitude, 
we  should  certainly  support  the  measure  that 
has  been  brought  in  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Sir,  I  feel  loth  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House,  seeing  how  well  the 
question  has  been  threshed  out.  I  am  well 
pleased  that  we  have  reached  this  stage  of  a 
Bill  which  has  caused  some  unpleasantness  in 
the  House,  and  especially  amongst  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Liberal  Party.  I  fully  recognised, 
when  the  Premier  told  us  he  would  bring  down 
a  Bill  to  satisfy  all  parties,  that  he  had  a  very 
difficult  task  before  him.  I  should  like  to  know 
whom  this  Bill  does  satisfy.  Does  it  satisfy  the 
brewing  interest  ?  or  does  it  satisfy  those  who 
desire  to  see  the  question  left  for  the  people 
to  decide?  We  shall  see  when  the  division 
takes  place  who  are  satisfied  with  this  Bill.  My 
honourable  friend  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
told  us  that  he  is  going  to  vote  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill.  I  think  that  is  an  indica- 
tion of  who  are  in  favour  of  it.  His  remarks 
somewhat  contradicted  the  statement  made  by 
the  Minister  of  Education — that  the  brewers 
would  like  to  cast  the  Bill  into  the  sea.  Well, 
if  the  brewers  are  not  satisfied,  it  is  certain  the 
temperance  party  are  not  satisfied ;  and  then  we 
have  the  intermediate  party,  who  represent  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  colony.  They, 
too,  are  not  satisfied  with  this  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Yes,  they  are. 
Mr.  MeredUh 


Mr.  HALL -JONES.— I  say  they  are  not 
satisfied.  They  look  upon  some  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill  as  an  insult  to  them.  Thtf 
Minister  of  Labour  expressed  the  hope  thai 
the  Liberal  vaxty  would  not  be  separated 
because  they  diffmd  upon  this  question  while 
they  agreed  upon  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
others.  We  must,  however,  not  forget  that 
this  twentieth  question,  over  which  they  do 
differ,  touches  upon  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant principles  of  Liberalism — ^that  is,  the  right 
of  the  people  to  decide  this  or  any  other  ques- 
tion. He  also  said  that  what  the  prohibition- 
ists asked  for  was  the  confiscation  of  property* 
without  compensation.  That  seems  to  me  a 
somewhat  extreme  statement.  The  Premier 
will  tell  us  that  this  Bill  provides  for  prohibi- 
tion by  a  three-fifths  majority,  and  that  that 
should  be  accepted;  while  ms  colleagne,  the 
Minister  of  Labour,  says  that  prohibition  by  a 
bare  majority  is  confiscation  without  compen> 
sation.  If  prohibition  is  right  if  carried  by  a 
three-fifths  majority,  how  can  it  be  confisca- 
tion if  it  is  carried  by  only  a  bare  majority? 
He  also  told  the  House  that  he  was  pledged  to 
maintain  the  existing  licensing-law.  We  heard 
that  statement  when  he  opposed  the  Bill  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua.  And 
yet  he  supports  this  Bill  brought  in  by  the 
Government.  He  also  told  us  of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's Permissive  Bill,  but  he  did  not  tell  us 
of  the  difference  between  the  Permissive  Bill 
of  Mr.  Gladstone  and  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House.  The  one  was  the  introduction  of  local 
control,  while  the  Bill  we  have  before  the 
House  takes  away  the  right  which  the  people 
already  have — the  right  of  local  option.  He 
told  us,  again,  that  the  prohibitionists  were  in 
a  minority,  and  that  he  did  not  see  why 
minorities  should  shape  the  legislation  of  thu 
House.  The  House  has  not  been  asked  t6 
pass  a  prohibition  Bill.  Had  that  been  the 
case  I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  vote 
against  it.  All  we  ask  is  that  the  people  shall 
be  allowed  to  deoide  this  question.  But  let  us 
see  how  far  minorities  do  control  the  legislation 
of  this  House.  We  find  that  at  the  general 
election  of  1890  the  total  votes  recorded  were 
150,025.  The  number  recorded  for  members 
who  were  elected  was  88,150,  and  the  whole  of 
the  legislation  passed  during  the  last  three 
sessions  and  part  of  this  one  has  been  passed 
by  honourable  members  who  were  elected  by- 
some  fifty  thousand  out  of  these  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  votes,  or,  in  other  words, 
by  about  one-third  of  the  total  number  of  votes 
recorded.  I  do  not  wish  to  add  anything  to 
what  has  been  said  about  the  great  cost  to  local 
bodies,  or  the  continuity  of  licenses  in  the 
12th  clause,  or  the  three-fifths  majority  in  the 
17th  clause.  I  should  have  been  content  to 
accept  these  provisions  had  it  not  been  for  the 
proviso  at  the  end  of  this  17th  clause,  under 
which  one-half  of  the  voters  upon  the  electoral 
roll  will  have  to  record  their  votes  before  the 
ballot  is  valid.  This  is  the  worst  feature  of  the 
Bill,  not  aJone  because  all  absentees,  all  sick 
men,  and  men  who  have  been  dead  for  years 
will  be  a  factor,  but,  what  I  fear  most,  ba- 
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I  fiotitiouB  names  will  be  placed  upon  the 
)H>11  for  the  purpose  of  swelling  the  number 
required  to  make  a  legal  poll.  We  are  told  that 
Ihe  roll  will  be  puiged,-^that,  if  the  Electoral 
Bill  does  not  pass  its  other  stages,  some  short 
measure  will  be  brought  in  for  the  purging  of 
these  rolls.  The  general  election  will  take 
nlaoe  in  December,  and  the  licensing  poll  will 
be  taken  in  March.  Now,  what  will  be  done  ? 
What  do  we  find  in  Dunedin  ?  Only  the  other 
day  we  were  told  that  fifty-two  claims  to  be  en- 
rolled on  the  burgess-roll  were  made,  that  the 
City  Council  valuer  declined  to  certify  them  as 
porrect,  but  a  majority  of  the  Council  allowed 
them,  and  that  amongst  these  claims  there 
were  the  following :  eleven  claims  in  respect  of 
one  lease  which  bad  been  subdivided,  a  brewer 
olaiming  for  his  son,  his  son's  wife,  and  his 
bottler  in  respect  of  his  bottling-house,  for  his 
cooper  in  respect  of  a  shed,  and  for  five  or  six 
others  for  other  portions  of  his  property.  And 
why  was  this  done?  Simply  to  increase  the 
power  of  the  brewer  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
general  public.  If  they  would  do  this,  they 
would  not  hesitate  to  place  fictitious  names  on 
the  roll,  so  that  they  might  have  the  power  of 
using  these  fictitious  names  also.  The  whole 
question,  to  my  mind,  is.  Are  the  people  as  a 
whole  competent  to  deal  with  this  question  ? 
Are  they  capable  of  expressing  an  intelligent 
opinion  on  this  matter,  without  inflicting  in« 
justice  on  any  section  of  the  community?  I 
think  they  are.  I  do  not  think  all  the  wisdom 
of  the  colony  is  centred  within  the  four  walls 
of  this  building.  I  think  the  people  are  fully  as 
competent  to  deal  with  this  question  as  are 
members  of  this  House;  and,  if  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  are  supporting  this  Bill 
think  that  the  people  are  so  incompetent,  so 
ignorant,  that  they  cannot  fairly  deal  with  this 
question,  let  them  say  so  at  once  and  have 
done  with  it.  I  say  emphatically  that  those 
who  vote  for  this  Bill  will  vote  for  taking  away 
the  rights  and  privileges  which  people  held 
under  the  Act  of  1881  and  the  Amendment 
Act ;  and  that  all  those  who  are  pledged  to 
vote  for  local  option  and  vote  for  this  Bill 
will  be  betraying  the  trust  reposed  in  them. 
The^  is  no  possibility  of  prohibition  being 
Inought  about  by  this  Bill,  and  I  do  not  think 
reductions  can  be  made  under  its  provisions; 
and,  as  it  takes  away  the  rights  of  the  people, 
I  shall  vote  against  the  third  reading. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
ihe  question." 

Aybs,  85. 
Blake  Kelly,  W.  Smith,  E.  M. 

Bruce  Lawry  Smith,  W.  C. 

Buckland  Mackintosh       Swan 

Cadman  McGowan  Tanner 

Camcross  McGuire  Taylor 

Carroll  McLean  Thompson,  B. 

Dawson  Mills,  C.  H.       Thompson,  T. 

Fish  Mitchelson        Valentine 

Fraser  Palmer  Willis. 

Guinness  Parata  TelUrs. 

Houston  Beeves  Hogg 

Kally,  J.  Seddon  Sandiord. 


Nous,  18. 

Hall-Jones         Meredith  Wright. 
Hutchison,  W.  Pinkerton 
Joyce                 Bolleston  TelUrs. 

Lake  Saunders  Eamshaw 

Mackensie,  T.    Stout  Harkness. 


PAIB£ 

For. 

Against, 

Buchanan 

Hall 

Duncan 

Moore 

Duthie 

Allen 

Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 

Bhodes 

McKenzie,  J. 

Newman 

O'Conor 

WUson 

Bichardson 

Buick 

Bussell 

Hutchison,  G. 

Shera 

Mills,  J. 

Ward. 

Fergus. 

Majority  for,  23. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  Bill  do  now 
pass. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS.-— Sir,  before  the  Bill  is 
passed  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two.  I  have 
not  said  anything  on  this  Bill,  but  I  have  voted 
consistently  in  the  direction  I  think  best  in 
the  interests  of  the  colony  at  large.  I  have 
no  intention  to  keep  the  House  any  time,  but 
would  simply  like  to  say  that  I  believe  the 
measure  as  passed  is  one  that  will  be  received 
by  all  sides—whenever  it  is  fully  understood 
by  the  country— as  a  great  step,  and  a  good 
step,  in  the  right  direction.  ^  I  was  sorry  ta 
hear  the  remarks  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, who,  until  the  present  time,  has  sup- 
ported the  Bill.  While  I  was  listening  to  him 
I  thought  at  first  that  he  was  following  a  good 
lead,  but  he  then  seemed  to  me  to  make  a  big 
buck  at  a  four-rail  fence,  and  yet  not  take  it. 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  further  upon 
this  measure. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  am  very  much  surprised 
that  the  Qovemment  should  put  up  their  Whip 
to  prolong  the  debate.  The  object  of  prolong, 
ing  the  debate  is  really  to  give  the  Premier  a 
right  to  reply,  which  he  did  not  avail  himself 
of  on  the  third  reading.  I  submit  that  it  is 
wrong  for  the  Premier  to  reply  on  the  motion,. 
**That  the  Bill  do  pass."  It  is  entirely  an 
innovation  in  this  House.  It  is  never  done 
in  the  House  of  Commons  except  as  a  matter 
of  explanation ;  but,  now  it  has  been  done,  I 
must  t£^e  this  opportunity  to  make  a  speech 
in  reply  to  the  Minister  of  Education.  I 
am  very  sorry  that  I  should  feel  called  upon 
to  take  this  course;  but,  if  these  tactics 
are  resorted  to,  I  must  exercise  my  right,  and 
I  am  afraid  I  shall  take  up  some  time  in 
doing  so.  I  want  to  reply  to  the  speeches 
that  have  been  made  on  the  third  reading.  It 
has  been  said  that  this  Bill  is  an  advance,  and 
gives  greater  control  to  the  people  than  the 
present  law.  I  say  it  gives  less  control  to  the 
people.  I  must  trace  down  what  the  existingf 
law  is.  The  old  Act,  which  was  repealed  by 
the  Act  of  1881,  provided  that  two-thirds  of  the 
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people  could  prevent  the  issue  of  a  porfcioular 
license;  but  this  was  considered  entirely  un- 
satisfactory, and  wsks  found  impossible  to  be  car- 
ried out  in  a  rational  manner.  In  1876  I  intro- 
duced a  Bill  which  gave  a  bare  majority  the 
right  to  vote  for  Licenses  or  No  licenses,  and 
if  a  bare  majority  carried  No  licenses  there 
could  be  no  licenses  issued.  On  the  second 
reading  of  that  Bill  I  stated  that  I  should  be 
willing  that  the  existing  law  should  be  retained 
as  regards  the  two-thirds  majority  if  I  could 
get  the  other  provisions  of  the  Bill — that  is, 
if  I  could  make  the  vote  a  vote  for  the  whole 
district  and  not  for  individual  licenses.  That 
Bill  was  carried  on  the  second  reading :  it  was 
not  proceeded  with  further  then.  One  reason 
for  the  delay  was  Dr.  Feathers  ton's  death,  and 
the  debate  was  adjourned.  After  that  nothing 
was  done  that  session,  but,  I  think  in  the 
next  session,  Sir  William  Fox  introduced  a  Bill 
which  gave  control  to  a  bare  majority,  and  I 
strongly  supported  that  Bill.  In  consequence 
of  that  agitation,  which  extended  for  several 
years,  the  1881  Act  was  introduced.  That  Act 
for  the  first  time  gave  the  right  to  vote  gene- 
rally, but  it  did  not  put  the  question,  *'  Licenses 
or  No  licenses?"  It  put  another  question  be- 
fore the  people — namely,  as  to  the  increase  of 
licenses ;  and  in  that  Act  a  bare  majority  de- 
cided. Since  that  Act  was  passed  tne  agita- 
tion has  been  continually  before  the  country 
to  have  the  question  of  Licenses  or  No  licenses 
decided  by  the  people.  Now  I  want  to  trace 
what  has  been  done  this  session,  in  order  to 
show  how  the  Oovemment  have  dealt  with  this 
matter.  I  brought  down  first  the  Direct  Veto 
Bill;  but  I  had  no  opportunity  of  explaining 
the  provisions  of  that  Bill,  and  it  was  simply 
allowed  to  remain  on  the  Order  Paper.  I  then 
brought  in  the  Licensing  Act  Amendment  Bill. 
That  Licensing  Act  Amendment  Bill  allowed 
the  question  to  be  put  to  electors  of  the  colony 
—  not  merely  electors  who  were  ratepayers, 
but  to  all  electors — and  it  contained  the  ques- 
tion whether  there  should  be  Licenses  or 
No  licenses.  Practically  in  all  other  respects 
it  left  the  Act  of  1881  unaltered.  That  Bill 
passed  its  second  reading ;  and  how  honourable 
members  who  voted  for  the  permanent  prin- 
ciples in  that  Bill  could  vote  for  affirming  the 
principle  in  the  Bill  now  before  the  House — 
namely,  the  Government  Bill — is  entirely  be- 
yond my  comprehension.  The  principle  of  the 
Government  Bill  is  entirely  different  from  that 
of  my  Bill.  The  next  thing  was  that  my 
Bill  went  into  Committee,  and  one  clause 
was  passed.  The  Premier  moved  that  progress 
should  be  reported,  and  said  he  would  bring 
down  a  Bill  that  would  satisfy  all  parties. 
This  Bill  has  been  brought  down ;  and  the  Go- 
vernment party  in  the  House — which  is  known 
as  the  party  in  favour  of  the  trade — is  the  only 
party  satisfied.  I  want  to  meet  the  objections 
urged  that  this  Bill  is  a  reform.  In  what  re- 
spect is  it  a  reform  ?  The  only  reform  in  the 
Bill  is  this :  that  it  allows  all  on  the  electoral 
colls  to  vote.  As  to  that,  I  have  to  say  that 
it  depends  entirely  on  who  are  to  be  on  the 
electoral  roll  whether  it  is  a  reform  or  not. 
Sir  R,  SUmt 


Now,  if  woman's  franchise  does  not  become 
law  it  will  be  no  improvement,  because  on 
the  ratepayers*  rolls  now  women  have  the 
right  to  vote,  and  three-fourths  of  the  women 
vote  in  one  direction,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City,  who  questions  it,  knew 
to  his  cost  at  the  mayoralty  elections.  What, 
then,  Sir,  does  this  Bill  do  ?  This  Bill  repeals 
the  Act  of  1881  in  so  far  that  it  outs  out  the 

Sower  which  that  Act  contains  of  refusing 
censes.  The  power  that  Act  contains  is  such 
that  the  Licensing  Committee  can  refuse  all 
the  licenses  in  a  district — in  fact,  abolish  them. 
The  present  Act  contains  that  power ;  and  it  has 
been  exercised  in  the  West  Harbour  District, 
in  the  Roslyn  District,  in  the  Catlin's  Rivec 
District,  and  in  various  other  licensing  districts 
throughout  the  colony  ;  and  certainly  in  some 
districts  in  the  North  Island.  Some  of  these 
oases  indicate,  in  my  opinion,  what  can  be 
done  under  the  Act  of  1881.  The  power  that 
existed  under  that  Act  is  taken  away.  That 
power  is  taken  away ;  and  what  is  substituted 
for  it? 
An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Quite  right,  too. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  honourable  member 
says, "  Quite  right.*'  I  know  that  that  honour- 
able member  votes  on  the  other  side,  and  he 
also  votes  with  the  temperance  party  —  ho 
is  able  to  vote  on  both  sides.  I  allude  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Msksterton.  One 
would  have  thought  that  he  would  have  voted 
in  a  different  direction.  What  do  we  get  in 
exchange  under  this  Bill?  We  have  in  ex- 
change the  right  to  vote ;  but  how  is  that  vote 
dealt  with  ?  First,  half  of  the  electors  on  the 
roll  must  record  their  votes.  What  does  that 
mean?  I  again  point  out  that  it  means  that 
every  one  who  abstains  from  voting  is  treated 
as  having  recorded  his  vote  in  a  certain  direc- 
tion. The  right  of  the  people  is  absolutely 
and  utterly  destroyed  under  this  Bill,  be- 
cause the  voting  means  this :  not  that  the  poll 
is  declared  void — I  could  understand  that ;  I 
could  understand  an  Act  sa3ring  that  if  half  the 
people  did  not  vote  the  poll  should  be  declared 
void,  and  referring  the  whole  question  to  the 
Committee.  You  might  say,  in  such  a  case, 
that,  as  the  electors  had  not  chosen  to  vote, 
their  opinions  had  not  been  declared,  and  as 
they  had  not  been  declared  we  were  not  to  be 
subject  to  their  views  on  the  matter.  But  that 
is  not  what  this  does.  It  says,  though  the 
poll  is  declared  void,  yet  the  vote  shall  be 
taken  as  if  the  people  had  answered  the  ques- 
tion in  the  affirmative  that  licenses  shall  be 
granted;  and  that  where  there  is  no  poll 
these  three-year  licenses  are  to  remiun — uat 
the  number  of  licenses  is  not  to  be  touched 
for  three  years,  and  the  Committee  must 
give  licenses  running  for  three  years.  No 
wonder  that  those  in  favour  of  the  trade  vote 
for  such  a  Bill.  This  is,  instead  of  a  reform, 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley  well 
said,  two  steps  backwards.  I  contend  that  this 
is  a  principle  that  has  never  been  in  any 
Licensing  Act  in  New  Zealand  before,  and 
there  has  never  been  a  Licensing  Act  in  New^ 
Zealand  before  so  favourable  to  the  trade  as 
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this  Bill  in  this  respeot.  What,  then,  is  the 
ease  ?  The  case  is,  that  you  may  vote  for  what 
18  tezmed  a  redaction.  But  you  have  this  power 
now  without  this  Bill  at  all.  The  Licensing 
Committee,  if  elected  in  favour  of  reduction, 
oan  reduce  without  any  vote  of  the  people. 
But  it  may  be  said,  **  You  have  the  direct  veto 
of  *  No  license.'  "  But  how  is  it  encumbered  ? 
You  must  first  get  half  the  voters  on  the  roll 
to  vote,  and  then  you  are  to  have  a  majority 
of  three -fifths.  And  then,  it  was  pointed 
out  by  one  honourable  member  that  at  a 
general  election  a  great  many  more  than  half 
the  voters  voted.  Why,  they  have  to  vote, 
because  it  is  whether  A  or  B  shall  be  chosen — 
those  in  favour  of  A  go  to  the  poll,  and  so  do 
tiiose  in  favour  of  B.  But  this  new  poll  is  not 
a  question  of  whether  A  or  B  shall  be  chosen, 
for  if  you  abstain  from  voting  you  may  win 
the  election.  That  is  how  it  stands.  Then, 
vou  are  asked  to  get  one-half.  The  Premier 
laughs :  he  knows  perfectly  well  what  this  Bill 
is  designed  to  do— it  is  wholly  designed  to  get 
triennial  licenses,  and  to  have  the  temperance 
party  deceived  at  the  general  election.  Be- 
cause what  would  their  position  be  at  the 
next  poll  ?  It  would  be  this :  They  might  win 
the  general  election  and  return  men  pledged 
to  local  option,  —  men  who  would  hold  their 

g ledges  and  not  break  them.  But  what  would 
appen,  even  with  this  ?  You  have  got  three- 
year  licenses,  and  you  cannot  interfere  with 
them,  because  Parliament  has  given  them.  I 
say  this  Bill  is  not  a  step  forward,  but  a  step 
baokwMxL;  and  I  ask,  even  now,  honourable 
members  to  pause  before  they  pass  this  Bill. 
Why,  Sir,  some  of  the  reasons  given  for  the 
support  of  the  Bill  are  hardly  worth  mention- 
ing—  they  are  so  trivial.  One  honourable 
fntleman  said  he  voted  for  this  Bill  because 
had  brought  in  a  Bill  and  he  had  voted  for 
that.  I  suppose  if  half  a  dozen  Bills  had  been 
brought  in  he  would  have  voted  for  them 
e4)ually,  forgetting  that  there  was  a  distinc- 
tion of  principle  between  them,  and  that  he 
oould  not,  by  any  salve  to  his  conscience,  prove 
to  his  constituents  that  he  had  voted  rightly. 
I  say  those  who  voted  against  my  Bill  are  right 
in  voting  for  this  Bill,  but  not  in  the  converse 
way.  Now,  what  is  the  object  of  this  Bill  ? 
Is  it  a  settlement  of  the  question  ?  We  have 
been  told  that  there  is  a  split  in  the  Liberal 
party.  If  there  is,  who  has  caused  it  ?  It  is 
not  I.  What  did  I  urge  the  Government  ?  I 
said  they  would  do  wrong  in  touching  this  ques- 
tion, and  I  read  from  Heam's  "  Government 
of  England  " ;  and  I  appeal  to  any  book  on  con- 
stitutional government — I  do  not  care  what 
book  you  refer  to — and  I  venture  to  say  there  is 
not  a  single  book  on  constitutional  government 
in  the  library  but  would  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  wrong  in  touching  this  question. 
They  were  not  called  upon  to  do  so.  When  is  a 
Qovemment  called  upon  to  do  so  ?  Only  when 
it  will  affect  their  administration.  How  did 
this  afiect  it  ?  Is  every  o^uestion  of  legislation 
because  it  is  a  large  question  to  be  taken  up  by 
€he  Government?  If  so,  instead  of  eignty^ 
three  Bills  being  on  the  Order  Paper  there 


would  be  three  times  that  number,  and  not  a 
third  would  pass.  Are  the  Government  going 
to  say  that  they  are  to  call  upon  men  who  are 
Liberals,  and  who  have  been  temperance  men 
all  their  lives,  to  abandon  their  principles? 
They  have  no  right  to  call  upon  their  party  to 
do  so.  They  are  doing  wrong  in  this  respect ; 
and  they  may  be  imperilling  the  seats  of  some 
of  the  Liberal  party  by  causing  them  to  vote 
for  a  Bill  which  the  temperance  party  cannot 
support.  And  they  ought  to  know  that  in 
every  town  in  New  Zealand  —  let  me  take 
Dunedin,  for  example — there  is  a  Workmen's 
Electoral  Committee,  who  have  issued  a  plat- 
form by  themselves,  and  what  is  laid  down  as- 
one  of  its  chief  pluiks  is  that  there  must  be 
direct  veto  by  a  majority;  and  we  find  the 
same  laid  down  a  while  ago  in  Christchurch, 
although  there  it  is  apparently  withdrawn,  and 
the  association  is  split  on  this  very  point.  The 
same  thing  has  been  laid  down  in  Auckland ;  and 
I  undertake  to  say  that  in  the  various  Liberal 
Associations  I  know  of  there  is  hardly  one  but 
what  has  laid  this  down  as  a  plank  in  its 
platform ;  and  do  the  Grovemment  think  that 
this  is  going  to  be  abandoned  at  the  next  elec- 
tion? I  undertake  to  say  that  in  Dunedin — 
because  I  only  speak  of  what  I  know  best — at 
least  three-fourths  of  the  working-men,  though 
not  total  abstainers  at  all,  yet  see  that  the 
only  truly  democratic  course  is  to  allow  the 
local  control  of  the  liquor  traffic  to  be  a  part 
of  their  platform,  and  one  of  its  main  planks ; 
and  that  cannot  be  got  rid  of.  And  let 
me  mention  one  very  important  and  influ- 
ential organization  which,  I  say,  the  Liberal 
party  cannot  ignore — namely,  the  Knights  of 
Labour.  And  what  is  one  plank  of  their  plat- 
form also  ?  It  is  the  local  control  of  the  liquor 
traffic.  And  so  strong  is  the  stand  of  that 
organization  on  this  question  that  it  objects- 
even  to  receive  as  one  of  its  members  a  man 
who  sells  liquor:  it  does  not  matter  how  he 
sells  it,  if  he  sells  it  at  all  he  cannot  become 
a  member. 

Mr.  HOGG. — ^And  lawyers,  as  well. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Yes,  lawyers  too ;  and  per- 
haps they  might  draw  the  line  at  some  jour- 
nalists, if  they  knew  all  about  them.  But 
what  do  they  do  —  so  strong  are  they?  Of 
course,  the  reason  they  exclude  lawyers  is  per- 
fectly well  known ;  the  lawyer  is  not  a  work- 
ing-man, and  they  will  only  receive  working- 
men.    But  that  organization  is  so  strong  that 

Mr.  Powderley^  in  his  book  on  labour 1  have. 

not  brought  his  book,  else  I  might  read  a  few 
extracts;  but  I  will  give  one  or  two  illustra- 
tions to  show  how  particular  they  have  been 
They  have  laid  down  this  principle  :  The  wife- 
of  one  member  of  their  organization  opened  a 
saloon.  The  husband  said  he  had  nothing  tO' 
do  with  it.  He  was  himself  a  working-man  on 
the  railways— a  railway  employ6 ;  but  his  wife 
opened  a  saloon  in  America.  It  was  referred 
to  the  Master  Workman  as  to  what  was  to 
be  done;  and  what  did  the  Master  Work- 
man say  ?  "  We  will  give  the  man  an  honour- 
able discharge  if  he  so  desires,  but  he  can- 
not remain  in  our  organization  when  his  wife^ 
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IB  a  saloon-keeper;  he  must  either  take  his 
honourable  disonarge  or  get  a  divorce.*'  They 
would  not  keep  him  otherwise  in  their  organiza- 
tion. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — They  are  Liberals. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.—Yes,  they  were  perfectly 
liberal  I  because  they  see  that  there  is  no  hope, 
I  say,  for  the  workman  if  you  are  to  allow  the 
liquor  traffic  to  dominate.  You  may  pass  In- 
dustrial Conciliation  Bills  by  the  bushel,  you 
may  pass  as  many  Shop-hours  Bills  as  you 
please,  you  may  if  you  like  pass  Workmen's 
Wages  Bills ;  but  if  you  allow  the  liquor  traffic 
to  throttle  your  working-men  such  Bills  are 
utterly  valueless,  and  may  be  cast  into  the 
waste-paper  basket.  And  do  you  think  a  great 
organization  like  the  Knights  of  Labour  does 
not  know  the  issues  at  stake  in  this  matter  ? 
The  Knights  of  Labour  is  an  organization 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  United  States ;  it 
is  now  in  Australasia,  and  is  entering  Europe. 
These  Knights  have  the  interests  of  working- 
men  entirely  at  heart:  do  you  think  that 
they  do  not  know  what  is  best  for  them- 
selves as  working-men?  And  this  is  an 
organization  that  the  Liberal  party  cannot 
afford  to  ignore.  If  they  are  going  to  the 
elections,  and  are  going  to  have  against  them 
the  Knights  of  Labour,  who  are  so  strong  now 
in  many  electoral  districts,  and  are  binding 
the  working-men  together — and  properly  so, 
because  it  is  only  by  union  that  the  working- 
men  can  accomplish  anything— and,  if  we  are 
going  to  have  against  the  Liberal  party  the 
various  associations  throughout  the  colony, 
what  will  be  the  effect  on  the  Liberal  party  ? 
They  are  not  going  to  sacrifice  their  liberty  on 
the  altar  of  the  liquor  party;  and  why  should 
the  Liberal  party  have  brought  forward  this 
Bill  entirely  in  the  interests  of  the  liquor  party, 
and  have  placed  their  supporters  who  are 
temperance  men  in  this  most  unfortunate 
position  ?  They  have  imperilled  the  seats  of 
many  of  their  supporters  by  having  made  it  a 
party  question.  Then,  we  are  told  that  it  is 
undemocratic  to  settle  this  question  by  a  direct 
vote,  and  that  if  the  people  are  at  all  to  be 
heard  it  must  be  through  direct  representa- 
tion. Undemocratic  1  What  is  the  meaning  of 
Liberalism  but  a  trust  in  the  people,  and  that 
the  people  are  the  rulers  ?  If  you  can  get  the 
voice  of  the  people,  your  duty  is  to  get  it  and 
obey  it.  That  is  what  Liberalism  means.  All 
these  forms  of  representative  government  are 
Simply  the  machinery  to  get  at  the  voice  of 
the  people.  I  admit  that  to  give  due  time  for 
reflection  and  consideration  you  must  have 
certain  checks  ;  but  in  the  end  you  are  guided 
by  the  majority.  What  is  this  principle — the 
principle  of  the  direct  veto?  what  does  it  mean  ? 
It  does  not  mean  the  referendum.  The  refe- 
rendum means  legislation — this  means  simply 
an  administrative  act ;  it  has  no  bearing  on 
the  (question  of  reading  Bills  a  first,  a  second,  or 
a  third  time,  and  of  two  Chambers.  It  is  an 
administrative  act ;  it  is  License  or  No  license  : 
that  is  purely  an  administrative  act.  And 
who  is  to  confer  the  license?  If  we  say  the 
license  is  to  be  given  by  a  judicial  body,  this 
Sir  R,  Stout 


Bill  is  useless.  Who  are  to  give  the  lioenMS, 
then,  but  the  people?  And,  if  it  is  to  bd 
the  people,  ought  it  not  to  be  a  majority 
of  the  people?  Surely  you  are  not  going  t6 
say,  as  this  Bill  says,  that  the  minority  of  tiie 
people  have  the  right  to  keep  the  present  sys- 
tem in  force  against  the  majority  t  That  is 
what  this  Bill  says.  Is  that  Liberalism  ?  Has 
it  come  to  this— that  we  are  to  have  a  minori^ 
ruling  us  in  reference  to  licensing?  That  is 
what  this  Bill  says,  and  I  therefore  submit  that 
it  is  not  a  liberal  measure ;  and  I  go  further 
and  say  that  it  is  distinctly  a  retrograde  step : 
it  gives  less  control  to  the  people  than  they 
have  now  under  the  existing  law,  and  I  say 
that  no  Government  is  called  upon,  in  the  last 
part  of  a  session,  to  limit  the  privileges  ol  the 
people;— it  ought  to  increase  them.  And  my 
niU  proposed  to  increase  them,  while  this  Bill 
proposes  to  limit  them.  If  it  gave  any  increase 
of  power  to  the  people  I  should  not  have  op- 
posed it,  though  it  did  not  go  the  length  I 
wished ;  but  I  have  shown  that  this  Bill,  by  de- 
stroying the  powers  of  the  elective  Committees, 
and  limiting  their  power  of  reducing  licenses 
as  they  pleased,  and  of  doin^  away  with  li- 
censes if  they  pleased,  is  limiting  the  powers 
of  the  people.  And  it  is  doing  more  —  it 
is  so  far  limiting  the  power  of  the  people  as 
to  prevent  legislation  in  the  future,  and  thai 
is  what  I  say  is  entirely  unfair.  I  am  sorry  I 
had  to  rise,  but  the  Government  are  adopt- 
ing, apparently,  a  new  policy  of  having  two 
discussions,  one  on  the  third  reading  of  a  Bill 
and  the  other  on  the  passing  stage,  which  I 
think  is  entirely  wrong,  and  an  entire  innova- 
tion. Again  I  say  that  I  have  never  seen  the 
question  *'  That  the  Bill  do  pass  '*  used  for  any 
other  purpose  than  for  a  personal  explanation, 
or  if  something  has  been  omitted ;  and  I  can 
refer  to  Hansard  after  Hansard  of  the  English 
House  of  Commons  to  show  this.  I  am  not 
saying  that  your  ruling.  Sir,  is  wrong ;  I  am 
not  denying  the  right — I  am  only  referring  to 
the  custom ;  but  I  can  refer  to  Hansard  after 
Hansard  of  the  English  House  of  Commons,  in 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  right  is  never 
availed  of  except  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
making  a  personal  explanation  or  saying  a  few 
words  in  explanation  of  the  Bill.  No  doubt 
the  Premier  was  within  his  rights  in  acting 
as  he  did  on  a  previous  occasion;  bat  it 
is  a  very  dangerous  proceeding,  and  it  is 
another  proof,  if  proof  were  needed,  of  the 
necessity  for  an  alteration  of  our  Standing 
Orders.  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  reply  to  the  remarks  made  on  the 
third  reading,  and  I  can  only  repeat  that  I  ex- 
ceedingly regret  the  position  in  which  many 
members  of  this  House  have  been  placed.  I 
doubt  not  many  of  them  have  been  placed  in  a 
position  of  very  great  difficulty.  It  was  not 
I  who  placed  them  in  that  position ;  it  wtas 
the  Government.  They  should  not  have  been 
placed  in  that  position;  because  I  feel  assored 
that  many  of  them,  through  a  feeling  of  loyalty 
to  the  party  and  loyalty  to  the  Government, 
are  supporting  a  Bill  which  they  believe  to  be 
wrong  in  principle. 
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Mr.  BOIiLESTON.— I  wish  to  confirm  what 
has  fallen  from  the  last  speaker  as  to  the  prao- 
tioe  which  has  been  followed  by  the  Premier 
in  debates,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  a  lesson  to 
that  honourable  gentleman.  He  has  adopted 
a  practice  which  reopens  the  debate,  and 
which,  it  is  now  shown,  will  not  be  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Qovemment.  It  is  not  a  course 
that  shows  courage.  It  is  a  determination  to 
have  the  last  word  without  the  possibility  of 
any  interpolation  thereafter,  and  it  leads,  as 
it  led  last  session,  to  statements  being  mtade 
in  regard  to  which  there  is  no  opportunity  on 
the  part  of  honourable  members  affected  by 
those  statements  to  give  any  explanation  there- 
after. I  have  just  one  word,  to  say.  I  am  not 
going  into  the  question  of  this  Bill  any  more. 
I  took  some  pains  to  explain  my  views,  and  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  the  remarks  I  made  on 
the  main  subiect.  I  just  wish  to  refer  to  the 
speech  m€ide  by  the  Minister  of  Education  on 
behalf,  I  presume,  of  the  Government.  The 
speech  was,  I  think,  on  the  whole,  from  his 
point  of  view  and  from  my  point  of  view,  a 
very  good  one,  except  that  at  the  end  of  it  he 
brought  in  what  he  had  no  right  whatever  to 
bring  in.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about 
the  ory  of  the  Liberal  party,  and  we  have  heard 
fKxm  that  honourable  gentleman  an  impas- 
sioned appeal  to  the  Liberal  party  of  this  House 
not  to  break  up  this  great  party,  which  is  doing 
such  enormous  service  in  the  interests  of  the 
working-men  and  in  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try generally.  That  appeal,  and  the  way  in 
which  he  went  over  the  names  of  members 
of  the  great  Liberal  party,  and  called  upon 
this  House  to  bow  down  and  worship  them  as 
men  who  deserved  the  praise  and  confidence 
of  their  fellow-men,  was,  I  think,  entirely  beside 
the  purpose.  What  has  the  great  Liberal  party 
done  with  regard  to  these  social  questions? 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  Liberal 
party  who  have  dealt  with  these  great  social 
questions.  That  is  all  nonsense.  Liberality, 
tn  these  matters,  does  not  exist  on  one  side 
or  the  other ;  it  exists  with  tiiose  public  men, 
on  both  sides,  who  are  in  sympathy  with 
their  fellow-men,  and  who  are  determined  to 
oarry  out  social  reforms.  At  any  rate,  the  re- 
cord of  social  reforms  carried  out  by  honourable 
members  on  this  side  bears  favourable  com- 
pariRon  with  that  of  honourable  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  Take  the  liquor 
law  of  1881.  I  call  that  a  Liberal  measure.  I 
oall  that  a  measure  which  was  a  step  in  ad- 
vance— due,  no  doubt,  to  a  great  extent  to  the 
action  of  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
and  his  temperance  friends  in  bringing  the 
question  forward.  There  is  no  exclusive  claim 
on  the  part  of  any  side  of  this  House  in  the 
matter  of  this  liquor  legislation,  but  the  Act 
represented  a  very  carefully-thought-out  mea- 
sure, bringing  the  liquor  question  up  to  the 
point  which  represents  the  advance  of  popular 
opinion.  That  measure  stood  the  test  of  time, 
and,  as  I  have  said  on  a  previous  occasion  to- 
day, it  is  simply  through  the  apathy  of  the 
people  that  that  measure  has  not  had  proper 
effect.  And  to-day  we  ane  having  forced  upon  as 


a  hasty  and  premature,  a  crude  and  useless 
measure.  That  is  my  belief  with  regard  to 
this  measure,  and  I  look  upon  the  measure  aJ* 
together  with  the  greatest  apprehension,  par- 
ticularly in  conjunction  witn  the  measure 
that  has  been  passed  affecting  tiie  electoral 
law  of  the  colony.  Let  us  not  hear  any  more 
about  this  term  "Liberalism"  when  we  are 
dealing  with  social  questions.  It  is  quite  be- 
side the  purpose.  I  myself  and  others  have 
quite  as  great  a  claim  to  the  confidence  of  our 
fellow-men  in  respect  of  what  they  are  pleased 
to  call  Liberal  measures  as  the  members 
on  those  benches.  I  suppose  the  honourable 
gentleman,  when  he  replies,  will  stonewall  the 
Bill  for  about  an  hour,  and  I  hope  he  will  let 
us  hear  what  these  measures  are  that  have 
been  brought  in  in  the  interests  of  their 
fellow-men.  What  have  the  working-men  in 
the  colony  got  to  look  to,  and  what  have  they 
got  in  the  past?  I  know  of  nothing.  I  have 
seen  a  party  attempting  to  place  itself  at  the 
head  of  an  agitation  in  this  country,  which  is 
just  a  lapping  of  the  wave  on  the  shore — a 
wave  that  is  coming  from  older  countries — 
trying  to  put  themselves  on  the  crest  of  the 
wave  and  ride  to  power  on  that.  I  think  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  public  of  the 
colony  will  see  how  little  they  have  to  thank 
that  party  for.  Those  the  public  have  to  thank 
are  those  public  men  who  are  in  sympathy  with 
them,  ana  lose  no  opportunity  of  working  in 
their  interests.  But  to  maJke  these  social 
questions  party  questions,  as,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  the  Minister  of  Education  did  to-day,  is 
an  entirely  wrong  thing.  The  great  social  re- 
forms, even  at  Home,  have  not  been  carried 
out  by  the  Liberal  party.  The  great  social 
advances  cannot  be  credited  to  any  one  party, 
and  never  will  be  the  work  of  any  one  party. 
Sir,  what  has  this  Government  done  in  re- 
spect to  the  liquor  trade?  Can  it  look  back 
to  its  resord  and  say  that  its  action  in  respect 
to  the  licensing-law  has  been  a  happy  one? 
What  were  the  papers  teeming  with  with  re- 
gard to  that  license  in  the  Waikato?  What 
have  the  papers  been  teeming  with  with  re- 
gard to  granting  club  licenses,  when  the  hotel 
licenses  were  being  done  away  with  in  Wanga- 
nui  ?  I  do  not  know  that  their  action — I  have 
not  followed  it  very  closely — in  the  Sydenham 
matter  has  been  in  the  interests  of  the  cause 
of  temperance.  I  do  not  think  it  has,  as  far 
as  I  know;  and  I  do  not  think  the  present 
Grovemment  are  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
tihe  public  in  respect  either  of  their  legislation 
in  regard  to  the  liquor  trade  or  in  respect  of  any 
other  social  movement  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Sir,  there  is  one  thing  quite 
certain,  and  that  is  that  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  will  never  be  at  a  loes  to  find  a 
grievance,  or  fail  to  pick  out  some  fault  when 
the  measure  itself  does  not  contain  one. 
The  honourable  gentleman  is  the  most  im- 
aginative grumbler  in  New  Zealand,  and  the 
most  determined.  More  uncalled-for  grumblingy 
fault-finding,  and  carping  than  he  has  treated 
us  to  with  regard  to  my  speech  to-night  I 
have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to 
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Bince  I  have  been  in  this  House.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  seized  hold  of  the  latter  part 
of  my  speech  and  foisted  a  meaning  upon  it 
which  was  never  intended  to  be  placed  upon 
it,  and  he  proceeded  to  found  upon  that  an  ex- 
aggerated diatribe  against  my  political  friends 
and  myself.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  I 
made  a  frank  appeal  to  the  House,  and  alluded 
to  the  voice  of  the  great  Liberal  pajrty.  I  made 
no  appeal  to  honourable  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House  at  all.  For  the  moment  I 
left  that  out  of  the  question  altogether.  I  made 
an  appeal  to  certain  members  of  this  House 
who  belong  to  our  party  to  remember  that  they 
do  belong  to  our  party.  I  did  not  ask  them  to 
abandon  any  principle  they  had  taken  up,  or 
any  line  of  conduct  they  had  laid  down.  I 
only  asked  them  to  reflect  that,  in  differing  on 
this  question,  we  should  try  to  differ  as  friends, 
not  as  enemies.  On  the  strength  of  that,  my 
honourable  friend  was  pleased  to  call  from  the 
depths  of  his  fancy  a  series  of  insulting  reflec- 
tions upon  himself  and  his  friends.  Nothing 
of  the  kind  existed.  There  was  no  reflection 
cast  upon  that  side  of  the  House.  I  never  said 
what  any  of  them  had  or  had  not  done  in  the 
past.  We  know  social  reforms  have  been  passed 
with  the  help  of  certain  honourable  members 
on  that  side.  I  passed  no  judgment  on  their 
conduct  in  the  past,  at  the  present  time,  or 
on  what  it  may  be  in  the  future.  I  simply 
made  an  appeal  to  certain  members  of  one 
party  to  remember  that  they  belonged  to  that 
party.  Surely  no  more  justifiable  appeal  was 
ever  made  by  mortal  man  in  this  House.  Then 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  that  the  social 
reforms  in  the  Mother-country  were  carried 
out  by  the  Conservative  party.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  is  absolutely  contrary  to  historical 
truth.  It  is  quite  true  that  one  leading  social 
reform  was  carried  out  by  Lord  Shaftesbury, 
who  belonged  to  the  Conservative  party ;  but  it 
is  also  true — we  have  it  from  Lord  Shaftes- 
bui^'s  own  mouth— that  that  reform  was  car- 
ried out  against  the  wishes  of  his  ovm  party ; 
and  if  you  read  up  history  you  may  hunt  long 
before  you  find  the  record  of  any  social  re- 
form carried  out  by  a  Conservative  Minister 
or  the  Conservative  party.  The  honourable 
gentleman  made  a  very  serious  refiection  upon 
us  with  regard  to  Native  licenses  in  the  Wai- 
kato— "  the  papers  teeming  with  complaints,** 
he  said.  As  Minister  of  Justice,  the  matter 
concerns  me ;  and  let  me  say  this :  While  I 
have  been  Minister  I  have  only  had  one  appli- 
cation for  a  Native  license,  in  what  is  called 
the  King-country — that  is,  I  suppose,  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to.  That  ap- 
plication I  peremptorily  refused.  I  did  not 
take  the  trouble  to  lay  the  matter  before  the 
Cabinet.  I  took  the  responsibility  of  refusing 
it,  and  it  was  refused.  I  thought  it  was  my 
clear  duty  to  refuse  the  license,  and  I  did  so. 
That  is  the  only  case  which  has  come  before 
me  of  an  application  for  a  license  there.  The 
other  day  I  was  applied  to  to  grant  a  license  in 
a  certain  district  in  the  North  Island.  The 
Natives  did  not  want  the  license  to  be  granted. 
I  was  asked  to  grant  it — in  the  ^e  of  the 
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fact  that  the  local-option  poll  had  been  against 
the  granting  of  licenses — on  the  score  that 
the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  Licensing 
Committee  had  signed  the  petition  to  me  to 
grant  the  license.  I  simply  refused  to  grant 
it :  and  that  may  be  taken  as  an  instance  of 
what  these  elective  Committees  will  do,  even 
where  the  people,  at  the  time  of  their  election, 
have  declared  by  their  vote  that  there  should 
be  no  licenses.  Let  me  say,  in  conclusion,  I 
think  the  comparison  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  between  the  Licensing' 
Committees  and  their  working  and  the  possible 
working  of  our  Act  is  not  at  all  a  happy  one. 
Will  he  say  what  the  Licensing  Conmiittees 
have  done  in  regard  to  this  question?  I  aak 
him  to  look  and  say  what  they  have  done ; 
and,  looking  at  the  history  of  the  colony  for 
the  last  ten  years,  you  will  see  that  the  result 
of  the  working  of  the  licensing  system  by  the 
Committees  has  been  a  general  increase  of 
licenses  throughout  the  colony,  although  in 
one  or  two  isolated  cases — one  or  two  com- 
paratively trifling  cases — there  may  have  been 
a  reduction. 

Mr.  SEDDON.^I  may  say,  first,  as  regazda 
the  practice  of  replying  on  the  question  **  Thafe 
the  Bill  do  pass,**  that  such  a  course  is  not  of 
my  creation.  That  was  done  before  I  held  tha 
position  of  Premier,  and  before  we  came  on 
these  benches  at  all.  Again,  who  commenced 
it?  And  what  would  have  been  the  position  to- 
night if  what  the  honourable  gentleman  con- 
tends for  had  been  carried  out  ?  Had  I  spoken 
to  the  third  reading  in  reply  we  should  have- 
had  the  same  speech  we  have  just  listened  to- 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahu&^ 
and  another  reply  to  that. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— «*No,**  says  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition.  I  know  about  the  preparation 
that  was  made,  and  I  know  positively  that  we 
should  have  had  the  same  speech. 

An  Hon.  Mumbeb. — He  has  left. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  has  the  member  for 
Inangahua  left?  I  ask  the  question  —  why?^ 
To  make  the  statement  that  has  been  made, 
and  to  give  that  as  the  excuse  for  making 
a  speech  in  the  face  of  the  fact  which  I  have 
now  stated — I  say  it  is  endeavouring  to  place 
myself  and  the  Government  in  an  unfair  posi- 
tion  before  the  people.  I  consider  that  I  was 
consulting  the  convenience  of  honourable 
members,  who  have  stayed  up  to  this  hour  of 
the  morning,  in  not  reopening  the  debate,  or 
giving  an  opportunity  for  reopening  it,  after 
the  third  reacUng.  I  am  quite  prepared,  in  the 
future,  if  honourable  members  agree  to  that 
course,  that  the  final  reply  shall  be  on  the 
third  reading  of  a  Bill.  Of  course  the  final 
reply  is  always  given  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber or  Minister  who  has  moved  a  motion.  We 
know  that  only  recently,  and  after  the  ques- 
tion had  been  put  and  carried  *^  That  the  Bill 
do  pass,**  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  to  get  behind  your  rulings 
Sir,  so  as  to  speak  on  the  main  question,  by 
moving  an  amendment  to  the  title  of  the 
Bill.    If  it  is  to  be  the  rule  that  the  teply 
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shall  be  on  the  third  reading  nothing  will 
please  me  better,  and  I  am  quite  prepajred  to 
sabmit  proposals  to  alter  the  Standing  Orders 
to  that  effect.  But  so  long  as  the  Standing 
Orders  remain  as  they  are,  it  means  that  a  de- 
bate may  be  reopened  after  the  third  reading. 
I  am  surprised  at  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua.  After  the  two  speeches  which  he 
has  made  to-day,  and  after  all  that  has  taken 
place,  I  feel  that  I  have  every  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  treatment  the  Government  has 
received  at  his  hands.  When  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  leaving  for  the  South  on  private 
business  he  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  post- 
pone the  third  reading  of  the  Alcoholic  Liquors 
Sale  Control  Bill  until  he  came  back,  and  I, 
generously,  believing  that  I  should  be  treated 
m  a  similar  spirit,  said  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
postpone  the  third  reading  until  he  returned. 
The  measure  was  of  such  importance  that  I  did 
not  think  it  would  look  well — ^seeing  that  he 
had  opposed  it  in  Committee — if  I  had  refused 
his  request,  and  I  said  Yes ;  but  I  added  that 
I  expected  that  there  would  be  Sku  agitation 
against  the  Bill  while  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  on  his  journey :  and  I  had  an  idea 
that  such  would  be  the  case.  What  has  been 
the  result  ?  Bight  along  the  line,  from  Christ- 
church  to  Dunedin,  there  has  been  an  agita- 
tion; and  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
addressed  two  meetings  in  Dunedin  on  this 
question.  I  say  the  reply  to  that  agitation  in 
reference  to  this  Bill  is  the  division  which  has 
just  teJcen  place.  In  reference  to  this  measure, 
I  will  ask  honourable  members  to  remember 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
called  back  the  recollection  of  honourable 
gentlemen  to  the  facts  that  had  taken  place 
in  connection  with  the  Bill.  I  ask  honour- 
able members  not  to  forget  what  occurred 
when  the  honourable  member,  in  his  place, 
moved  that  you,  Sir,  do  leave  the  Chair  in 
order  to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Licensing 
Act  Amendment  Bill.  What  was  the  offer  then 
made  by  the  Qovemment  to  the  honourable 
gentleman?  The  offer  was  then  made  that 
we  should  go  into  Conmxittee  and  pass  one 
clause,  and  report  progress,  with  the  pledge 
that,  if  he  was  not  satisfied  when  the  Govern- 
ment Bill  came  down,  he  should  be  restored 
to  as  good  a  position  with  his  Bill  —  that 
another  night  should  be  set  apart  so  that  he 
would  be  enabled  to  go  on  with  his  Bill.  But 
when  the  honourable  member  carried  the  mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill,  and  he 
came  to  this  chair  at  the  table,  and  I  made  the 
offer  to  him,  how  did  he  meet  that  proposal? 
There  was  nothing  said  as  regards  the  ques- 
tion of  the  vote  of  the  bare  majority  when  the 
proposal  was  first  made.  When  it  came  to  the 
question  of  reporting  progress,  then  we  heard 
for  the  first  time  the  question  of  the  bare  ma- 
tority  ;  and  then  we  heard  for  the  first  time  of 
License  or  Ko  license.  I  said  then,  and  I  say 
again — and  I  feel  now  very  strongly  upon  that 
point — that  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua might  have  added  to  what  he  then  said, 
"  My  Bill  or  no  Bill."  The  honourable  mem- 
ber   asked   the   Grovemment    to  take  up   his 
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Bill.  Did  he  tell  us  then  as  he  did  to-nigh. 
— did  he  tell  honourable  members  then  that  we 
should  relegate  this  question  to  the  general 
elections  ?  No,  Sir.  It  was  owing  to  the  posi- 
tion the  Direct  Veto  Bill  got  into  through  the 
financial  debate  that  he  introduced  the  Licens- 
ing Act  Amendment  Bill ;  and  when  the  second 
Bill  got  into  position  he  tried  to  force  that  Bill 
through  the  House,  even  in  the  face '  of  the 
pledge  given  by  the  Government  that  it  would 
reinstate  that  Bill,  should  he  afterwards  de- 
sire it,  and  that  the  Government  in  the  mean- 
time would  bring  down  a  measure  to  deal  with 
this  question.  The  honourable  gentleman  gave 
us  a  history  of  this  matter  this  session  ;  but  let 
us  look  at  the  Bill  of  1876.  What  was  then 
offered?  A  ratepayers'  franchise,  where  the 
ratepayers  had  from  one  to  five  votes,  the  same 
as  tney  would  have  in  a  borough  election. 
On  reference  to  Hansard  honourable  members 
will  see,  when  going  into  Committee  on  that 
very  Bill,  that  he  was  quite  prepared  to  accept 
a  two-thirds  majority,  and  that  of  ratepayers. 
He  admits  that  now.  All  I  say  is  this :  Time, 
as  he  says,  changes  one's  opinions.  But  I  wish 
to  bring  honourable  members  back  to  1884, 
1885,  and  1886,  when  he  was  Prime  Minister. 
Knowing  the  defects  in  "  The  Licensing  Act, 
1881,"  knowing  the  demand  that  was  made  in 
the  colony  by  the  temperance  reformers,  did  he, 
when  the  responsibility  was  upon  his  shoulders 
a.s  Premier,  take  any  steps  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Licensing  Act  so  as  to  carry  out 
the  reforms  that  he  now  demands  ?  No, 
Sir;  I  say  there  was  on  his  part  no  attempt 
made.  And  I  go  further  and  say  that,  when 
seeking  election  to  this  House — I  have  carefully 
read  the  honourable  member's  speeches  to  the 
electors  of  Inangahua — he  did  not  take  them 
into  his  confidence  and  say  that  he  looked  upon 
this  reform  as  being  imperative— that  it  must 
be  dealt  with  this  session,  or  that  he  was  going 
to  introduce  the  Bills  he  has  since  introduced 
dealing  with  it.  Let  me  ask  the  question  why, 
if  it  was  so  imperative  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  if  this  liquor  traffic  was  the  great  curse 
that  he  tells  the  House  it  is,  did  he  not  take 
the  constituents  he  represents  and  the  colony 
into  his  confidence  before  the  House  met  ?  The 
first  we  knew  of  it  was  when  he  introduced  the 
Direct  Veto  Bill,  and  subsequently  the  Licens- 
ing Act  Amendment  Bill.  When  the  Direct 
Veto  Bill  was  introduced,  what  were  its  pro- 
visions? I  say  its  provisions  were,  lino  for 
line,  the  provisions  in  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House  and  before  the  country — namely,  that 
there  should  be  a  direct  issue  upon  four  ques- 
tions. One  was  as  to  the  increase  of  licenses  ; 
the  second  was,  Shall  licenses  remain  as  they 
are  ?  the  third.  Shall  there  be  a  reduction  ?  and 
the  fourth.  Shall  no  licenses  be  granted  ?  The 
electoral  districts  were  to  be  the  boundaries, 
and  the  electoral  rolls  were  to  be  the  rolls 
used  for  licensing  elections.  I  repeat  that, 
when  the  Temperance  Convention  met  in 
Wellington  and  interviewed  me,  and  when  I 
asked  the  question  of  them  as  to  the  bound- 
aries and  licensing  districts — and  it  is  on  the 
records  and  in  public  prints — representing,  ad 


Digitized  by 


Google 


498 


Alcoholic  Liquors 


[HOU  BE.]         SaU  Control  Bill.        [Aug.  30 


tbey  did,  tho  whole  temperance  party  in  the 
colony,  and  speaking  to  the  Prime  Minister, 
they  recommended  me  to  adopt  the  electoral 
boundaries  and  the  electoral  rolls.  Then,  when 
we  have  a  measure  brought  down  containing 
these  boundaries  and  with  the  electoral  rolls, 
we  have  this  opposition  springing  up,  and  we 
are  told  that  we  are  going  oackwards.  We  are 
told  that  we  are  taking  from  the  women  the 
right  which  tbey  now  have  of  voting  on  the 
ratepayers'  roll.  I  think  the  speech  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  ought  to  be  a  warn- 
ing to  the  temperance  party ;  it  ought  to  be  a 
warning  to  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua,  and  I  wish  to  warn  tbem.  I  say,  by  tho 
course  they  are  taking  they  are  jeopardizing  the 
women's  franchise  in  another  place — a  measure 
which  .the  Government  and  the  majority  of 
this  House  have  passed ;  and  I  warn  them  not 
to  persist  m  the  course  they  are  taking  or  they 
will  be  working  into  the  hands  of  those  who, 
like  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  consider  that 
the  women  of  the  colony  should  not  have  the 
right  to  vote  conferred  upon  them.  As  to  the 
vote  of  women  on  the  ratepayers'  roll,  I  at  once 
dissent  from  what  'has  been  laid  down  by  the 
member  for  Inangahua, — that  they  vote  with 
the  Liberal  party  and  in  support  of  Liberal 
questions.  I  at  once  say — and  I  have  had  some 
experience  in  this  matter — that  the  tendency  of 
the  women  who  are  on  the  ratepayers'  roll  as 
property-owners  is  to  vote  for  the  Conservative 
party. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  — I  never  said  a  word 
about  the  ratepayers'  roll. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  am  referring  to  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua. The  honourable  member  has  said  of 
this  Bill  that  it  is  taking  away  the  powers 
of  the  Committee.  I  say  the  power  of  the 
Committee  was  taken  away  by  the  decision 
of  the  Appeal  Court  on  the  decision  of  Judge 
Denniston ;  and  I  might  go  further  and 
say  that  the  opinions  previously  held  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  ought  to 
have  changed  when  the  decision  was  given. 
What  has  given  rise  to  the  Bills  which  he 
has  introduced  to  the  House  ?  I  say  they  were 
the  result  of  the  decision  of  the  Appeal  Court ; 
and  I  say  that,  the  power  having  been  taken 
away  by  the  Courts  of  the  colony,  we  were 
bound,  and  the  honourable  member  was  bound, 
to  place  the  Committees  in  the  same  position 
that  they  were  in  before.  But  we  have  gone 
much  further  than  that.  If  an  indorsement 
takes  place  upon  a  license  under  the  Act  of 
1881—1  may  say  we  have  not  altered  that  in 
the  slightest — if  a  house  has  not  been  well 
kept,  and  if  a  license  is  indorsed,  the  licensee 
is  subject  to  the  same  law  as  before.  We  have 
not  altered  the  law  in  this  respect  one  jot ;  we 
have  not  repealed  that  provision  by  this  Bill, 
but  more  power  is  given  to  the  Committees 
than  they  had. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Have  you  included  sec- 
tion 6  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  It  does  not  require  to  be 
included.    That  section  is  not  repealed.    The 
Committees  have  in  that  respect  the  same 
Mr,  Seddon 


powers  now  that  they  had  before.    We  have 
gone  further  in  this  Bill,  by  adopting  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Heathcote,  to  the   effect  that  the  owner  of 
the  licensed  premises  must  have  in  the  house 
a. person  of  good  repute;  and  if  he  keeps  a 
tenant,  and  that  tenant  does  not  conduct  the 
house  as  he  should  do,  the  landlord  has  every- 
thing at  stake ;— and,  in  fact,  he  is  bound  to  see 
that  a  proper  and  good  tenant  is  in  the  pre- 
mises. Then,  we  are  told,  as  regards  reductions, 
that  reductions  will  not  take  place.    I  am  as- 
tonished to  hear  such  a  statement  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua.   Sir,  would 
honourable  members  believe  it!  although  the 
power  is  already  given  to  the  people  of  electing 
the  Licensing  Committees,  repeatedly  Govern- 
ments have  from  time  to  time  been  obliged  to 
step  in  and  appoint  Committees,  through  the 
failure  of  the  people  to  elect  the  same.    This, 
Sir,  has  happened  again  and  again,  notwith- 
standing that  the  power  of  electing  these  Com- 
mittees was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
It  might  be  said  that  the  privilege  given  to  the 
people  under  the  Licensing  Act  of  1881  was  not 
exorcised  if  the  Government  of  the  day  were 
called  upon  to  nominate  these  Licensing  Com* 
mittees.    But  we  are  now,  by  this  Bill,  enlarg- 
ing the  privilege,  and  providing  against  such 
failure  by  an  extension  of  the  boimdaries  of 
the  districts,  and  so  having  the  Committees 
elected  from  large  districts.    I  say,  too,  that, 
as  a  consequence  of  this,  you  will  have  on 
these  Committees  representative  men,  and  I 
will  undertake  to  say  that,  with  this  class 
of  men  on  the  Committees,  you  will  have  the  * 
Act  so  administered  that,  for  the  first  time  in 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  it  may  be  hoped 
that  the  sale  of  alcoholic  liquor  will  be  under 
direct  control,  and  under  regulations  that  will 
redound  to  the  credit  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people.    Now,  we  are 
told  that  we  have  retrograded,  and  that  when 
a  poll  has  been  taken  it  practically  means  that 
the  licensed  houses  will  be  kept  open  for  three 
years.    Sir,  I  at  once  deny  that.    I  say  that 
under  this  Bill,  once  the   poll  is  taken,  the 
Committee  that  is  elected   will  immediately 
have  to  make  the  reduction  in  accordance  with 
the  poll ;  and  what  I  say  and  what  I  have  told 
the  country  is  this:   that  the  decision  of  the 
electors   who  elect  the  Committee  must   be 
carried  out.    There  must  be,  and  there  will  be, 
consistency  as  to  that.    It  is  a  foolish  thing  to 
say  you  will  have  electors  saying  there  shall 
be  a  reduction,  and  then  the  same  electors 
electing  members  on  a  Licensing  Committee 
who  wUl  not  carry  out  the  reduction.    I  say 
it  is  unfair  to  assume  anything  of  the  sort. 
The  position  as  put  by  the  honourable  mem* 
her  for  Inangahua  is  unfair,  because  he  for- 
got to  take  the  country  into  his   confidence 
and  to  say  that  those  who  vote  for  the  non- 
granting  of  licenses  and  those  who  vote  foe 
reduction  would  be  counted  together  for  re- 
duction ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  that  more 
than  compensates  for  the  cases  pointed  out  by 
him  where,  in  the  event  of  there  not  being  & 
sufficient  number  of  votes,  tho  election  would 
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be  void.  What  has  he  argued,  and  \vhat  has 
the  honourable  member  lor  Selwjn  argued, 
from  time  to  time  ?  They  have  told  us  that, 
in  electing  members  of  this  House,  unless  the 
member  received  an  absolute  majority  of  votes 
on  the  roll  he  ought  not  to  be  declared  elected 
until  another  poll  was  taken  or  until  such  time 
as  the  candidate  obtained  an  absolute  majority. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— What  we  said  was  that 
unless  a  candidate  received  an  absolute  majority 
ol  the  votes  recorded  he  should  not  be  declared 
elected. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  will  say  there  are  a 
thousand  votes  recorded :  one  of  the  candidates 
must  receive  501  votes,  or  else  he  is  not  to  be 
declared  elected.  But  if  there  are  three  can- 
didates, and  one  of  them  gets  350  votes,  and 
another  gets  840  votes,  and  the  third  810  votes 
-^that  is  exactly  what  it  says  here. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— No,  the  two  things  are 
•difierent.  It  makes  all  the  difference  whether 
yovL  take  the  votes  recorded  or  the  votes  on  the 
roll.    That  is  where  the  great  difference  lies. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  exactly  on  all  fours 
with  that.  In  the  case  I  quoted  the  highest 
number  of  votes  recorded  was  850:  not  being 
501,  the  election  would  be  void.  We  have 
three  proposals  here  to  submit  to  the  elec- 
tors; but  in  voting  on  these  three  proposals 
we  say  there  must  be  recorded  one -half  the 
total  number  of  votes  on  the  roll.  That  is 
what  we  say ;  and  I  ask  this — and  this  ques- 
tion has  not  been  touched  yet  by  any  other 
speaker:  How  does  this  question  affect  the 
country  from  a  revenue  point  of  view?  The 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  said  the 
question  of  administration  was  not  here  in- 
volved. I  say  the  question  of  administration 
is  involved.  I  say  that  it  involves  £60,000  a 
year  of  local  revenue  which  is  raised  from 
these  licenses,  and  that  it  involves  £400,000 
a  year  of  colonial  revenue  received  through 
the  Customs.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Go- 
vernment, having  that  responsibility  upon 
our  shoulders,  to  allow  a  handful  of  persons 
in  any  electoral  district  of  the  colony  to 
upset  the  local  and  general  finances ;  and  I 
say,  therefore,  to  that  extent  and  in  that  re- 
spect the  administration  of  the  country  is  in- 
volved, and  that  we  must  safeguard  it,  as,  in 
fact,  we  have  safeguarded  it,  in  a  way  that  is 
fair  to  all  concerned.  Then,  I  was  asked  the 
question  as  to  who  it  was  made  a  split  in 
our  party.  If  there  is  a  split  at  all,  1  may 
answer  at  once  that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
it  is  not  I  that  have  caused  it;  and  neither 
is  it  the  Government.  Can  the  member  for 
Inangahua  say  the  same  ?  I  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment could  not  accept  the  position  which 
the  honourably  member  for  Inangahua  asked 
the  Government  to  accept:  to  see  members 
dragged  across  the  floor  of  the  House,  voting  on 
the  various  clauses  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's Bill  during  one,  two,  or  three  nights, 
knowing  that  obstruction  would  necessarily  take 
place,  and  that  it  all  meant  simply  a  waste 
of  time,  and  that  ill-feeling  would  be  engen- 
dered amongst  honourable  members.  I  ask  the 
House  whether,  under  these  circumstances,  the 


Government  would  have  been  doing  right  in 
allowing  all  this  to  take  place.  I  say  that 
the  Government  were  bound,  in  view  of  the 
mcbgnitude  of  the  interests  involved,  to  take  up 
this  question  themselves  and  to  bring  down  a 
Bill  dealing  with  it.  We  have  done  so.  It  has 
been  a  most  difficult  subject  to  deal  with,  but 
I  believe  the  Bill  will  give  general  satisfaction 
to  moderate  people.  I  feel  satisfied  that  the 
seats  of  those  members  who  vote  for  this  mea- 
sure will  not  be  imperilled  at  the  next  general 
election.  I  think.  Sir,  it  is  unfair  for  the  mem* 
ber  for  Inangahua  to  say  that  such  will  be  the 
case ;  it  is  unfair  that,  because  members,  after 
carefully  considering  the  Bill,  have  done  their 
duty  conscientiously  as  representatives  of  the 
people,  it  should  be  held  over  their  heads  by  a 
small  section  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand— a 
section  that  is  admitted  to  be  in  the  minority, 
but  a  section  who,  I  admit,  are  working  in  the 
interests  of  their  fellow-men — that  their  seats 
were  imperilled.  I  say  that  if  that  section 
of  the  community  would  be  less  dictatorial 
towards,  and  more  disposed  to  reason  with, 
their  fellow-men  it  would  be  much  better  for 
the  cause  they  advocate.  But  when  they  come 
to  dictate  to  members  of  the  House,  when  they 
import  into  New  Zealand  canvassers  and  lec- 
turers, strangers,  men  unknown  to  the  people 
of  the  country,  who  take  upon  themselves  to 
dictate  to  the  representatives  of  New  Zealand 
as  to  how  they  should  vote  on  this  question,  it 
does  not  say  much  for  the  intelligence  of  the 
people  of  New  Zealand,  and  the  intelligence 
of  members  of  this  House,  if  they  allow  them- 
selves by  such  means  to  be  swayed  as  to  the 
decisions  they  may  arrive  at  in  regard  to  this 
question.  I  will  not  now  say  aaiything  fur- 
ther upon  this  question ;  but  I  will  just  briefly 
recount,  on  what  I  think  should  be  the  final 
stage  of  this  measure,  the  advantages  that  are 
to  be  gained  on  its  becoming  law.  I  feel  as- 
sured that  a  good  deal  will  be  said  during  the 
recess  on  this  Bill,  and  that  a  great  deal  will 
be  said  during  the  next  election  upon  it.  But  I 
ask  honourable  members,  and  especiallv  those 
who  desire  this  reform,  to  consider  the  ad- 
vance that  has  been  made.  Is  it  no  advance 
that  we  have  given  directly  to  the  people  the 
right  to  say  whether  there  shall  be  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  licenses,  to  say  whether 
the  licenses  shall  continue  as  they  are,  or  to 
say  that  there  shall  be  no  licenses  at  all 
granted?  I  undertake  to  say  that  if  I  had 
been  prepared  to  tell  the  convention  of  the 
temperance  pe^ty  which  was  recently  held  in 
Wellington  that  the  Government  were  prepared 
to  carry  this  Bill  we  should  have  had  this  con- 
vention, as  I  believe  we  had  one  lady,  actu- 
ally offering  up  a  prayer  for  myself  and  the 
Government.  If  that  convention  had  been  told 
that  we  were  prepared  to  do  what  has  been 
done  in  this  Bill,  I  feel  sure  they  would  have 
accepted  it  with  gladness,  and  probably,  under 
these  circmnstances,  we  should  have  found  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish)  opposing  it.  I  think  there  is  a  great 
deal  in  this.  When  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  first  read  the  Bill,  and  after 
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he  had  oarefnlly  perused  it,  his  opinion  then 
tpas  that  there  was  a  great  adyance  made 
in  this  Bill  as  compared  with  the  existing 
licensing-laws.  There  is  no  doaht  whatever 
about  that;  and  I  am  inolined  to  think  that 
had  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Fish),  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Kapler,  and  one  or  two  others  who  represent 
the  trade  taken  the  extreme  step  of  opposing  the 
Bill  in  Committee — had  they  opposed  the  Bill 
at  every  stage — the  probabilities  are — in  fact,  I 
feel  assured  of  it — that  we  should  have  had  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  at  the  back 
of  the  Government  supporting  the  Bill.  Pro- 
bably in  one  or  two  clauses  he  would  have 
moved  amendments ;  but  I  believe  generally 
we  should  have  had  his  support.  Is  there 
nothing  gained  in  taking  away  from  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day  the  power  previously  given 
to  it  of  creating  special  districts?  We  have 
taken  that  away  altogether  by  the  Bill  now 
before  the  country  and  this  House.  Then,  we 
have  enlarged  the  boundaries  of  the  districts. 
I  think  that  that  alone  is  a  great  advance 
as  compared  with  the  small  districts  we  have 
under  the  present  licensing  -  law.  We  have 
abolished  413  licensing  districts,  and  now,  in- 
stead of  them,  we  have  provided  for  sixty-two 
districts.  And  the  Government  have  gone  fur- 
ther and  said  that,  if  the  changes  as  regards 
the  elections  mean  an  increased  expense  being 
thrown  on  the  local  bodies  by  reason  of  the 
increased  size  of  the  districts,  we  are  prepared 
to  ask  the  House  next  session  to  assist  the  local 
bodies,  so  as  to  meet  the  additional  expense. 
Then,  we  have  said,  further,  that  there  shall  be 
a  purging  of  the  rolls.  Experience  teaches  us 
that  in  country  districts  there  is  not  that  in- 
terest taken  in  the  poll  that  should  be  taken. 
How  easy,  if  the  prognostications  of  the  tem- 
perance advocates  are  verified,  will  it  be  then 
to  come  to  the  House  next  session  and  insist 
on  having  the  law  amended  and  made  com- 
plete, simply  by  moving  amendments  in  those 
sections  that  may  have  been  proved  to  be  de- 
fective! The  issue  is  now  narrowed  down  to 
the  country  districts,  and  I  say  that,  so  far  as 
we  have  gone,  the  Bill  is  far  in  advance  of  our 

E resent  legislation,  and  the  results  must  prove 
eneficial.  Then,  Sir,  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
mittees, I  say,  have  not  been  curtailed — they 
have  been  extended ;  and  that,  too,  is  a  great 
improvement.  Then  there  is  the  removal  of 
the  "  incurable  bias  " :  that  has  been  removed. 
The  Government  thought  it  was  only  right 
that  those  who  were  elected  to  the  Licensing 
Committees  should  have  every  opportunity 
ol  carrying  out  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  elected,  and  that  they  should  be  allowed 
to  vote  according  to  their  convictions ;  and  in 
doing  this  we  are  supporting  what  is  asked  for 
by  the  champions  of  reform.  I  should  have 
thought  that,  from  the  very  fact  that  we  were 
taking  away  the  objection  on  the  ground  of 
incurable  bias,  it  would  be  recognised  at  once 
that  we  were  offering  every  facility  for  the 
people  to  determine,  in  the  election  of  the 
Licensing  Committee,  how  the  trade  should  be 
regulated  and  dealt  with.  If  it  is  to  be  done 
Mr.  Sedd(m 


at  all  it  should  be  done  now,  because  the 
licensing  elections  will  take  place,  in  any  case,, 
before  the  House  meets  again.  During  the* 
next  nine  months  you  will  have  the  elections 
of  the  Licensing  Committees  to  hold  office  for- 
the  next  three  years ;  and  the  members  of 
those  Committees,  if  elected  under  the  exist- 
ing system,  would  probably  grant  an  increased 
number  of  licenses :  at  any  rate,  to  postpone 
this  question  till  after  the  elections  would 
have  the  effect  of  delaying  for  the  next  three 
years  the  powers  given  under  this  Bill.  To 
allow  the  law  to  remain  upon  its  present  basis^ 
with  the  non-removal  of  the  incurable  bias,  is 
to  abandon  all  that  has  been  gained  by  the 
temperance  party  after  years  of  agitation  and 
good  work.  Then,  Sir,  what  has  been  asked 
for  with  regard  to  the  clubs  ?— and  is  that  no 
advance  of  temperance  reform  ?  What  power 
had  we  under  the  licensing-law  as  regards  the 
clubs  throughout  the  colony  ?  And  I  say,  with 
a  due  sense  of  the  responsibility  upon  me  for 
saying  it,  though  there  are  clubs  in  the  oolony- 
which  are  a  credit  to  it,  there  are  clubs  in 
some  parts  of  the  colony  which  have  no  accom- 
modation whatever — nothing  but  a  reading- 
room,  a  billiard-room,  and  a  bar;  and  these, 
during  Sundays  and  week-days,  are  open  and 
are  dispensing  alcoholic  stimulants,  not  to- 
members  of  the  club  alone,  but  to  others  who 
are  brought  there ;  and  there  are  some,  again, 
with  respect  to  which  we  have  records  that 
there  has  been  gambling  going  on,  and,  instead 
of  being  conducted  as  they  ought  to  be,  grave 
complaints  have  been  made  against  them ; 
numerously-signed  petitions  have  been  sent  in, 
and,  after  inquiry,  though  the  police  had  not 
a  chance  of  making  an  inspection,  yet  they 
obtained  sufficient  information  to  tell  the 
Government  it  was  high  time  something  was 
done  to  remedy  this  improper  state  of  things. 
The  very  fact  of  the  clubs  of  the  colony  being 
placed  under  inspection  and  brought  under 
control,  I  should  have  thought  would  have 
been  considered  by  all  temperance  reformers 
a  step  in  the  right  direction.  I  believe,  in  re* 
gard  to  this  Bill,  and  the  efforts  to  block  its 
passage  through  the  House,  that  it  has  been  an 
attempt  by  a  minority  to  dictate  to  a  majority. 
I  have  assisted  to  maintain  the  true  position  of 
the  House  of  Representatives — of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  —  and  that  is,  that 
majorities  must  rule,  and  that  there  shall  be  no 
dictation  on  the  part  of  minorities.  I  say  there 
has  been  an  attempt  made  to  dictate  to  the 
majority  by  a  minority,  and  I  have  properiy 
resisted  the  same.  I  have  been  as  reasonable 
as  I  could  be  consistently  with  what  I  believe  to 
be  my  duty,  and  what  is  due  to  the  people  and 
to  the  good  government  of  this  colony.  I  hope 
it  may  never  again  fall  to  my  lot  to  have  to 
take  charge  of  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  liquor 
question.  If  I  wished  to  punish  my  political 
opponents  I  could  not'  do  it  more  effectually 
than  by  giving  them  a  Licensing  Bill  to  get 
through  the  House.  I  told  the  House,  on  be- 
half of  the  Government,  that  I  would  bring  ia 
a  Bill  til  at  would  prove  generally  satisfactory; 
and  in  this  I  claim  to  have  succeeded.    I  have 
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not  made  it  a  party  question  in  any  sense  of 
the  term;  and  the  support  given  has  been 
l^en  from  conviction,  and  has  been  conscien- 
tiously  accorded.  But  when  we  find  that,  after 
the  determined  opposition  shown  to  this  Bill — 
when  one  finds  that  outside  the  House  agitation 
lias  been  going  on  against  it,  and  that  that 
opposition  is  reflected  here — complaints  are 
bemg  made  that  the  Bill  is  being  hurried 
through,  1  say  the  time  given  to  the  Bill  has 
been  such  that  it  has  not  been  run  hurriedly 
*  through  the  House  at  all.  It  was  recommitted ; 
three  days  intervened;  and  the  Bill  has  been 
before  the  House  about  a  fortnight.  This  liquor 
•question  has  really  been  before  the  House 
almost  from  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  from  the  time  the  Direct  Veto  Bill 
was  introduced.  It  has  not  been  hurried,  and 
there  never  was  a  measure  that  has  had  the 
«ame  amount  of  attention  devoted  to  it  as 
has  been  devoted  to  this  Bill.  And  this  I  say 
in  conclusion :  When  we  find  a  solid  majority 
^f  twenty-two  members  supporting  the  third 
reading,  I  say  the  Bill  is  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  large  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers in  this  House;  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  in 
Accordance  with  the  wishes  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  people  in  New  Zealand. 
Bill  passed. 

The    House    adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to 
three  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday^  31st  Aitgusty  1893, 


First  Beading— Third  Beading— Industrial  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill— Workmen's  Wages  Bill 
—Electoral  BUL 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
^alf-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Wanganui  Hospital  Board  Empowering  Bill. 

INDUSTRIAL    CONCILIATION    AND 
ARBITRATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— This  Bill, 
•or  one  almost  identical  with  it,  came  before 
this  Council  last  session.  I  do  not  think  I 
should  be  acting  wisely  if  I  were  to  commence 
•quoting  the  difierent  clauses  of  the  Bill,  nor 
will  I  make  a  long  speech. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— I  would  suggest 
that  the  honourable  member  postpone  his  mo- 
tion, as  the  minds  of  honourable  members  are 
iull  of  another  very  important  subject,  and  this 
•Bill  only  came  to  our  hands  yesterday.  I,  as 
well  as  other  honourable  members,  should  like 
to  have  a  little  time  to  study  the  Bill  before  it 
is  read  a  second  time.  I  hope  it  will  not  make 
any  difference  to  my  honourable  friend  if  he 
.postpones  it  to  another  day.    I  know  it  is  pro- 


posed to  send  the  Bill  without  debate  to  the 
Labour  Bills  Committee  ;  but  that  is  a  subver- 
sion of  the  ordinary  way  of  dealing  with  these 
matters,  and  I  do  not  think  any  good  result  will 
follow  the  violation  of  the  ordinary  rule.  I 
appeal  to  my  honourable  friend  to  agree  to 
postpone  the  motion,  and  to  put  it  down  for 
another  day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  should 
like,  Sir,  to  go  on  with  this  Bill.  I  do  not  think 
it  would  take  very  long,  as  I  do  not  intend,  for 
my  own  part,  to  give  more  than  ten  minutes  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  because  it  will 
go  to  a  Committee  where  it  will  be  threshed  out. 
At  the  same  time,  I  will  defer  to  the  general 
expression  of  opinion  of  this  Council  if,  as  my 
honourable  friend  appears  to  think,  honour- 
able members  wish  to  have  it  postponed.  I 
think,  however,  that  honourable  members  will 
refrain  from  speaking  at  any  length  now  on  the 
Bill,  as  it  is  going  to  a  Committee  where  it  will 
be  discussed  thoroughly,  and  therefore  much 
time  will  not  be  taken  up.  I  am,  ^however,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Council.  I  am  sure  I  do-  not 
know  how  to  get  that  general  expression  from 
honourable  members.  I  trust  the  Council  will 
allow  me  to  go  on  with  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — I  hope  my  honour- 
able friend  will  keep  to  the  Order  Paper. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— This  discussion  is 
not  in  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Well,  Sir, 
I  think  I  shall  have  to  go  on.  I  was  saying  that 
this  Bill  was  before  the  Council  on  a  previous 
occasion.  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Council  by  quoting  the  clauses  of  the  Bill.  I 
simply  wish  to  say  that  these  deplorable  dis- 
sensions between  working-men  and  employers 
have  been  veiy  calamitous  in  their  results. 
The  men  themselves  have  suffered  very  much, 
misery  has  been  brought  upon  their  families, 
and  anything  we  can  do  in  this  Council  to  stop 
these  calamities  I  am  sure  we  will  do.  This 
Bill  is  essentially  a  conciliation  measure.  It 
is  one  to  enable  unions  to  consider  matters 
affecting  themselves  and  their  employers.  The 
representatives  of  these  unions  can  meet  em- 
ployers of  labour,  eind  talk  matters  over  at  the 
table,  free  from  excitement,  and  in  an  ami- 
cable spirit,  so  that  they  may  arrive  at  a  con- 
clusion satisfactory  to  both  parties.  That  is 
the  object  of  the  Conciliation  Bill.  In  case 
they  cannot  settle  a  dispute  amicably,  either 
party  can  refer  it  to  a  Board  of  Arbitration,, 
which  Board  is  to  consist  of  a  member  chosen 
by  each  party  and  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  or  District  Court,  and  their  award  is  to 
be  final.  In  these  few  words  I  have  given 
the  principle  of  the  Bill.  My  desire  is  that 
it  should  be  sent  before  the  Labour  Bills  Com- 
mittee, and  then  be  considered  in  all  its  de- 
tails. When  it  comes  from  that  Committee 
the  whole  matter  can  be  discussed  at  any 
length  honourable  members  may  think  expe- 
dient, for  this  is  a  lar^e  and  important  mea- 
sure. Having  said  this  much,  I  should  lilra 
to  conclude  my  remarks  with  a  few  lines  from 
a  very  valuable  paper  contributed  to  the  Con- 
temporary Beview  of  September  last  by  Mr» 
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John  Bae.  I  will  qaote  these  few  lines,  with 
the  ohject  of  showing  how  reasonahle  the  repre- 
sentatives of  labour  have  been  in  England, 
and  what  beneficial  results  have  come  from 
their  deliberations ;  and  then  I  will  leave  the 
matter,  simply  moving  that  this  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time.  I  hope  honourable  members 
will  not  think  I  am  unnecessarily  trespassing 
upon  the  time  of  the  Council,  but  I  may  say 
that  this  is  very  material  to  the  subject : — 

*'  But  the  Boilermakers  and  Iron  and  Steel 
Shipbuilding  Society  has  struck  out  a  most 
interesting  and  novel  development  in  this 
direction.  It  guarantees  the  good  faith  of  its 
members,  and  undertakes  to  compensate  em- 
ployers for  their  default.  This  important 
society  was  established  in  1834,  and  has  a 
membership  of  87,300  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
constituting  95  per  cent,  of  all  the  mechanics 
engaged  in  the  industry — virtually  the  whole 
trade,  for  the  other  5  per  cent,  are  men  of 
indifferent  character  or  skill,  so  that  it  enjoys 
a  position  of  exceptional  strength.  Its  affairs 
are  governed  by  an  executive  council  of  seven, 
who  must  be  members  of  ten  years'  standing 
and  past  officers  of  the  society.  They  are 
elected  not  by  the  entire  membership  of  the 
society,  but  only  by  the  Tyne  and  Wear 
branches,  and  they  all  live  in  that  district; 
but  they  settle  disputes  even  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  and,  indeed,  they  seem  to  exercise 
without  any  demur  a  singularly  absolute  and 
autocratic  authority.  Other  trades  -  unions 
resort  to  fines  and  expulsion  when  their  mem- 
bers violate  arrangements  made  for  them  by 
their  union:  but  that  is  only  a  matter  between 
the  union  and  its  members.  This  society  en- 
gages with  the  employers  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  labour  contract  by  its  members,  and  for 
compensation  in  case  of  violation.  At  Hartle- 
pool a  vessel  was  lately  being  built  in  a  hurry, 
and  the  men  employed  upon  her  thought  it  a 
good  opportunity  to  strike  for  an  advance  of 
two  shillings,  in  the  teeth  of  the  agreement 
under  which  they  were  working.  The  ship- 
building firm  immediately  wired  to  the  execu- 
tive council  of  the  trades-union  an  account  of 
the  situation.  The  council  wired  back  at  once, 
asking  them  to  pay  the  advance  in  the  mean- 
time, and  proceed  with  the  work,  because  they 
knew  the  vessel  was  needed  in  a  hurry,  and 
they  did  not  vnsh  to  cause  any  delay ;  but  when 
the  vessel  was  finished  the  council  compelled 
the  men  who  had  struck  to  refund  the  money, 
and  then  sent  a  cheque  for  the  amount  to  the 
firm  that  paid  it." 

Sir,  this  extract  shows  that  the  managers  of 
the  trade-unions  can  be  exceedingly  fair  in 
their  ideas.  I  beg  to  move,  That  the  Bill  be 
now  read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Sir,  in  deference 
to  the  wish  that  has  been  expressed  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery,  I  shall  refrain  from 
saying  the  few  words  I  was  prepared  to  say. 
The  importance  of  the  subject  is  so  great  that 
I  think  it  deserves  a  very  thorough  examina- 
tion, and  no  doubt  we  should  have  had  an 
important  debate  upon  it  had  it  been  allowed. 
Hon,  Mr,  Montgomery 


I  am  afraid,  however,  that  we  shall  gain  nothing- 
really  in  time.  That  we  must  have  a  debate 
is  quite  certain,  wHether  it  takes  place  now 
or  on  some  future  day.  Even  the  few  worda 
that  have  fallen  from  my  honourable  friend  I 
caimot  entirely  accept ;  but  under  the  circum- 
stances I  will  refrain  from  entering  into  dis- 
cussion of  them,  and  defer  what  I  have  to  say. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAJST.— Su:,  as  a  member 
of  that  Committee,  I  should  like  to  see  the- 
opposice  course  taken  to  what  is  proposed.  I 
should  like  first  to  hear  the  discussion  in  this' 
Council  on  the  merits  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill. 
It  would  help  to  enlighten  the  Committee  as 
to  the  way  they  should  deal  with  an  important 
Bill  like  this.  If  the  Committee  had  the  opin- 
ions of  members  of  the  Council  when  the  Bill 
came  before  them  it  would  help  them  mate- 
rially. I  should  like  to  hear  something  from 
those  honourable  members  who  are  acquainted 
with  this  subject,  and  who  are  familiar  with 
it  from  personal  experience.  I  am  anxious 
that  they  should  discuss  this  Bill  before  it  goes 
to  the  Committee,  and  I  should  like  to  hiave 
their  experience  on  it.  I  feel  that  this  Bill 
itself  looks  very  well,  but  it  is  not  a  Bill  that  I 
think  will  do  much  good.  I  do  not  know  why 
you  call  a  compulsory  Bill  a  Conciliation  Bill : 
because  there  is  compulsion  in  it;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  good  intentions  of  the  Bill,  I 
do  not  see  how  it  can  be  carried  out.  My 
honourable  friend  quoted  from  a  newspaper 
showing  how  such  a  measure  worked  at  Home. 
Well,  Sir,  I  know  a  good  deal  about  the  work- 
ing of  these  things,  and  I  know  this :  that  you 
find  men  who  have  become  officers  of  unions 
begin  to  realise  the  responsibilities  of  their 
position.  You  find  them  endeavouring  to  stem 
the  current.  When  they  see  that  those  respon- 
sibilities are  greater  than  they  imagined,  and 
feel  the  responsibilities  they  have  taken  upon 
themselves,  they  moderate  their  ideas,  and  they 
begin  to  see  that  the  views  they  held  as  com- 
mon members  of  these  unions  cannot  be  car- 
ried out  when  they  get  into  power.  Often 
he^  it  been  that  all  those  men  who  have  found 
their  responsibilities  great  begin  to  get  mode- 
rate. Then  they  do  not  suit  the  societies,  and 
they  are  replaced  by  some  who  are  prepared 
to  go  ahead  a  good  deal  faster.  It  will  always 
be  so  until  the  working-men  of  the  colony 
realise  that  there  is  no  mint  behind  the  em- 
ployer, but  that  the  employer  must  make 
the  money  out  of  the  public  before  he  caa 
hand  it  over  to  the  men.  And  as  the  price 
of  produce  comes  down,  and  everything  comes 
down,  when  the  employers  of  the  colony  get 
poorer  and  poorer,  and  have  less  money  to  pay 
out  to  the  workers,  the  workers  will  have  to  be 
content  with  less;  then  again,  as  prosperity 
returns,  the  workmen  will  get  the  advantage  of 
the  increase.  But  trade  disputes  will  never 
cease  until  the  workers  of  this  colony  understand 
that  behind  the  employers  there  is  no  mint  to 
coin  sovereigns,  and  that  the  employers  have 
not  got  the  sovereigns,  and  cannot  make  them, 
and  that  there  is  nothmg  for  them  but  the 
Insolvent  Court,  and  in  that  case  the  men  will 
lose  their  employment.     So  that  forbearance 
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on  the  part  of  the  men  is  as  greatly  needed 
as  forhearance  on  the  part  of  the  employers. 
As  honourable  members  are  well  aware,  I 
myself  am  connected  with  large  labour-em- 
ploying institutions.  We  have  been  endeavour- 
ing to  treat  those  in  our  employ  as  men,  have 
studied  their  feelings,  knowing  that  they  have 
feelings  like  ourselves,  and  whenever  I  have 
seen  any  affront  to  the  feelings  of  the  men  by 
any  one  over  them  I  have  immediately  checked 
it.  If  employers  understood  that  the  men  have 
feelings  like  themselves  they  would  work  with 
them  in  harmony,  and  there  would  be  less  of 
these  disputes  we  have  seen  here,  and  less  of 
the  difficulties  and  the  strikes  that  have  taken 
place.  The  result  of  the  late  strike  is  that  the 
colony  has  not  recovered  from  it  yet,  and  will 
not  be  likely  to  recover  for  a  long  time.  It  wUl 
take  a  long,  long  time  to  get  over  those  strikes. 
I  have  always  explained  to  our  men  in  this 
matter  that  unless  we  collect  the  money  from 
the  public  we  cannot  give  it  to  them.  We  have 
first  to  get  it  from  the  public;  and  the  men 
know  perfectly  well,  when  they  see  ship  after 
ship  laid  up  and  the  men  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment, that  there  is  no  work  for  them — 
that  we  are  not  collecting  sufficient.  They 
see  x>erfectly  well  it  is  impossible  to  collect 
from  the  public,  and  they  realise  the  position, 
and  accept  it.  We  have  had  no  difficulty ;  and 
if  people  are  moderate  and  deal  fairly  with 
their  men,  things  would  be  dlfierent.  There 
are  employers  and  employers.  There  are  bad 
employers,  who  want  to  take  advantage,  if 
they  can,  of  their  men.  There  is  that  class 
of  employers,  and  there  is  also  that  class  of 
men  who  do  not  study  their  employers,  but 
endeavour  to  screw  the  money  out  of  them. 
It  would  be  well  if  the  people  of  the  colony, 
both  employers  and  employed,  would  realise  the 
position  and  work  together,  and  then  matters 
would  go  on  much  smoother.  Strikes,  Sir,  will 
do  nobody  any  good.  Disputes  but  react  on 
the  men  themselves.  And  now  I  come  to  the 
class  of  legislation  that  has  been  going  on.  We 
have  been  endeavouring  to  check  the  employ- 
ment of  capital  by  all  the  legislation  we  have 
been  passing.  Now,  are  we  in  a  position  to  do 
that  ?  Is  the  colony  in  that  prosperous  con- 
dition which  will  enable  us  to  do  that  ?  Sup- 
posing the  colony  were  prospering,  and  work 
plentiful,  and  there  were  not  sufficient  labour 
to  accomplish  the  work,  then  you  could  pass 
all  these  laws,  and  restrict  everything,  and  all 
would  be  well.  But  that  is  not  the  case ;  and 
the  people  of  this  colony,  the  workers  of  this 
colony,  will  soon  begin  to  realise  that  all  these 
restriotions — I  do  not  mean  necessary  restric- 
tions, but  all  these  unnecessary  restrictions — 
stop  the  employment  of  labour ;  and  I  hope 
the  public  of  this  colony,  and  the  workers 
of  this  colony,  will  soon  realise  that  that  is 
what  they  are  doing.  That  there  will  be  a 
great  reaction  I  am  perfectly  satisfied.  Sir,  if 
the  Bills  that  are  coming  forward  were  some 
of  them  reasonable  Bills  nobody  would  say 
anything  against  them ;  but  they  are  not.  I 
am  referring  more  to  other  Bills,  such  as  this 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill  which  eomes  next.    I 


do  not  intend  to  speak  on  every  Bill;  I  will 
take  them  together. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  referring  to  another  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLEAN.— I  am  allowed  to 
refer  to  it  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Council,  and 
it  will  save  me  from  getting  on  my  legs  to  speak 
on  the  Bill  that  follows  this  Bill.  £  say  that 
such  a  Bill  as  the  one  that  follows  this  Bill  will 
prevent  people  from  going  on  with  work  that 
they  would  otherwise  do.  What  we  have  to  do 
in  times  like  the  present  is  to  encourage  people 
by  eveiT  means  in  our  power,  and  endeavour  to 
find  labour  for  the  people,  and  then  you  will 
have  work  for  your  labourers  and  prosperity  for 
your  country.  Coming  to  this  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Bill — the  provisions  of  this  Bill — 
I  notice  the  way  in  which  it  is  to  be  worked  as 
regards  the  industrial  unions.  In  my  opinion 
this  requires  amendment.  It  is  proposed  in 
this  Bill  to  register  the  unions.  That  is  all 
correct.  And  then  it  is  proposed  that  no  one 
shall  be  allowed  to  resign  his  membership  in 
a  union  for  three  months,  and  then  he  must 
have  paid  up  the  back  amount.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  allow  the  imions  now  in  existence  to 
be  registered  under  this  Bill.  Let  me  show 
how  that  would  work.  There  are  certain  unions, 
Sir,  which  keep  the  men  on  the  roll,  and  they 
cannot  get  ofi  again.  They  simply  cannot 
resign.  They  are  simply  non-financial  mem- 
bers— that  is,  if  they  do  not  pay.  They  are  still 
kept  on  the  books,  and  they  are  non-financial. 
If  you  brought  them  in  as  proposed  in  this  Bill 
you  would  have  a  number  of  men  with  a  year 
or  two's  subscriptions  in  an-ear,  and  you  would 
compel  them  to  pay  up  the  whole  of  that 
amount,  even  though  they  had  been  out  of  the 
union  for  the  previous  two  years.  I  say  you 
would  compel  them  under  this  Bill  to  pay  the 
whole  amount  of  the  subscriptions  for  those 
two  years. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— They  would  be  only  pay- 
ing their  debts. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — It  is  not  paying 
their  debts.  I  would  make  every  one  pay  his 
debts.  But  that  is  not  the  point  in  this  case. 
These  people  whose  case  I  am  dealing  with 
have  left  the  union  long  ago.  But  under  this 
Bill  they  cannot  resign  ;  they  are  simply  non- 
financial,  and  they  may  have  been  out  of  the 
union  for  years,  and  by  this  Bill  you  can  go 
and  collect  from  them  the  subscriptions  for 
those  years  during  which  they  have  been  prac- 
tically out  of  the  union.  I  do  not  think  the 
Legislature  will  allow  that.  Those  connected 
witii  the  unions  know  perfectly  well  that,  while 
the  imions  were  in  existence,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned  I  never  had  any  complaint  to  make 
against  the  unions.  We  worked  with  them  and 
they  worked  with  us.  When  they  broke  up  the 
unions  I  did  not  want  them  to  do  it,  and,  in 
fact,  I  pleaded  with  them  not  to  break  them 
up,  pointing  out  to  them  that  the  action  they 
were  taking  would  have  the  effect  of  breaking 
them  up.  Their  leaders  then,  I  will  say,  dis- 
cussed the  whole  thing  fairly.  They  came  to 
the  office  day  afeer  day  and  discussed  the 
question  with  tts ;  and  it  was  their  feeling  that 
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they  were  tied  up  with  those  in  Australia,  and 
would  not  dare  to  show  their  faces  on  the  other 
side  if  they  did  not  call  their  men  out.  Now, 
that  was  the  position  they  were  in.  They  were 
forced  into  the  action  they  then  took  against 
their  own  better  judgment.  I  think,  if  this 
Bill  is  to  pass,  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to 
cut  out  the  part  relating  to  arbitration,  as  we 
did  the  last  time  this  measure  was  before  us, 
and  leaye  in  the  conciliation  part,  so  that  the 
people  may  take  advantage  of  it  if  they  choose. 
I  believe,  if  it  were  taken  advantage  of,  it  would 
have  this  effect :  that  if  the  Board  of  Concilia- 
tion decided  a  matter  fairly,  and  the  men  did 
not  agree  to  the  decision,  or  the  employer  did 
not  agree,  the  force  of  public  opinion,  if  it 
thought  them  wrong,  would  compel  them  to 
accept  the  decision.  I  would  decide  who  was 
in  the  wrong,  and  leave  the  rest  to  public 
opinion.  I  do  not  like  to  take  up  thd  time  of 
the  Council  at  any  length  in  discussing  the 
Bill  at  its  present  stage,  but  I  thought  it  was 
necessary,  knowing  the  position  I  hold,  and 
seeing  that  I  know  a  good  deal  about  this 
matter,  that  I  should  say  something  on  the 
subject.  I  do  hope  that  honourable  members 
will  discuss  the  Bill  well  before  sending  it 
before  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG. — I  shall  have  some- 
thing to  say  later  on  in  regard  to  this  measure. 
I  did  intend  to  say  something  at  the  present 
stage,  but  I  recognise  that  it  is  our  duty  not  to 
do  so,  out  of  deference  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  moved  the  second  reading,  and  who 
has  not  gone  into  the  matter  as  he  might 
have  done  hskd  he  believed  a  debate  would  take 
place.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  will  re- 
serve my  remarks  until  after  the  Bill  has  been 
before  the  Committee.  I  quite  agree  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  that  the  time  for  considering 
ic  has  been  very  short.  I  do  not  know  how 
other  honourable  gentlemen  act  imder  the 
circumstances,  but  I  purposely  refrain  from 
considering  any  measure  that  is  before  the 
members  in  another  place.  I  prefer  to  wait 
until  it  comes  before  us  in  this  Chamber,  and 
so  avoid  any  confusion  of  ideas  which  might 
arise  under  other  circumstances.  The  Bill  has 
been  before  us  but  a  very  short  tin^e,  and  I 
can  quite  understand  that  any  one  who  is  not 
thoroughly  up  in  the  question  may  be  placed 
under  a  very  great  disadvantage. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— I 
think  it  is  very  unfortunate  to  have  to  discuss 
this  Bill  to-day,  when  there  are  two  or  three 
other  important  Bills  under  our  consideration. 
This  Bill  involves  two  very  important  prin- 
ciples, and  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  would  be 
be  a  decided  advantage — if  a  consensus  of 
opinion  prevailed  in  any  particular  direction 
in  reference  to  the  Bill — that  the  alterations 
to  be  made  should  be  made  in  the  Committee 
to  which  the  Bill  is  to  be  referred,  instead 
of  being  first  debated  in  the  Council  here,  and 
then  we  could  discuss  the  Bill  on  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  conciliation,  of  course  it  has  my  entire 
approval ;  but  it  is  a  curious  circumstance  that 
When  I  introduced  a  Bill  in  that  direction  in, 
Eon,  Mr,  McLean 


I  think,  1889  the  greatest  opponents  of  that 
Bill  were  those  parties  who  are  now  so  strongly 
advocating  this  Bill.  Those  members  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  who  are  now 
advocating  with  enthusiasm  not  only  concilia- 
tion, but  arbitration,  were  bitterly  opposed  to 
the  proposal  I  then  made :  and  the  reason  for 
that  is  obvious.  At  that  particular  time  it  was 
thought  the  labour  party  were  all-powerful 
throughout  the  colony — that  they  could  boycott 
and  make  laws  for  themselves,  subordinating 
the  employers,  and  practically  bringing  every- 
thing into  subjection  to  themselves.  Then 
they  found  by  bitter  experience  that  that  could 
not  be  done,  and  they  fell  back  upon  this 
conciliation,  coupled  with  arbitration.  Now, 
as  I  have  aJready  stated,  this  question  of  con- 
ciliation has  my  entire  sympathy,  and  I  agree 
with  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  when  he  says,  if  yon 
have  the  machinery  established  for  concilia- 
tion, public  opinion  will  pronounce  itself  quite 
immistakably  against  the  person  who  refuses 
to  submit  to  that  tribunal ;  that,  in  fact,  it 
will  have  more  force  than  the  judgment  of  a 
Court  of  law.  With  regard  to  this  question  of 
compulsory  arbitration,  it  is  weU  known  that 
that  is  a  very  debatable  question,  not  only  in 
Great  Britain,  but  in  America.  We  have  not 
yet  reached  the  stage  of  arbitration  in  any  of 
the  colonies.  It  does  not  exist  in  England, 
although  tribunals  for  conciliation  have  existed 
there  for  a  considerable  time,  and  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  has  existed  in  any  of  the  Ame- 
rican States.  I  was  reading  some  little  time 
back  a  book  entitled  "The  Voice  of  Labour,'* 
and  I  have  studied  it  with  very  great  in- 
terest, and  I  must  say  that  the  problems 
that  are  being  worked  out  in  America  ate 
being  worked  out  on  very  broad  lines.  I  feel 
satisfied  that  the  representatives  of  labour  in 
England,  as  well  as  a  very  large  percentage  of 
the  leaders  of  what  might  be  termed  the 
"  labour  party "  in  America,  are  opposed  to 
compulsory  arbitration.  There  are  many  con- 
siderations which  might  be  urged  in  support 
of  that  view.  The  subject  has  been  very  fully 
discussed  in  some  of  the  American  periodicals 
during  the  last  few  years.  I  have  had  my 
attention  directed  to  one  article  in  the  North 
American  BevieWt  in  which  the  subject  has 
been  discussed  very  fully.  I  have  not  had  the 
time  to  prepare  any  arguments  against  this 
compulsory  arbitration,  but  I  may  state  that 
I  have  always  had  what  I  believe  to  be  a  fair 
and  impartial  consideration  for  the  interests  of 
both  parties,  knowing  that  the  welfare  of  all 
is  the  welfare  of  the  colony.  But  my  present 
opinion  is  against  compulsory  arbitration,  and, 
unless  I  am  shown  good  reasons  to  the  contrary, 
I  intend  to  support  the  excision  of  that  part  of 
the  Bill  which  relates  to  compulsory  arbitra- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— This  Bill  is 
practically  the  same  Bill  that  was  before  ns 
last  year,  and  the  course  then  adopted  by  the 
Council  was  to  make  it  as  little  narmful  as 
possible,  by  cutting  out  that  part  of  it  which 
was  concerned  with  the  establishment  of  Coorls 
•of  Arbitration.    It  appears  to  me  that  this  is 
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very  likely  to  be  the  course  adopted  by  us  this 
year  also,  especially  as  the  Bill  must  go  before 
the  Select  Committee,  without  any  previous 
discussion  in  the  Council  as  a  whole.  Well, 
Sir,  I  confess  that  I  have  not  in  any  way 
altered  the  opinions  which  I  held  last  year,  and 
which  I  expressed  in  speaking  upon  the  Bill, 
and  also  by  the  vote  that  I  gave  upon  it.  I 
believe  that  the  whole  principle  of  the  Courts 
of  Arbitration  is  a  mistake— that,  in  fact,  it  is 
a  perfect  delusion  to  suppose  these  Courts  will 
have  any  good  effect.  On  the  contrary,  I  be- 
lieve they  must  have  a  very  bad  effect  indeed, 
especially  on  labour.  The  efieot  will  be  rather 
negative  than  positive.  The  adoption  of  such 
a  principle  will  tend  to  prevent  the  investment 
of  capital,  and  will  thereby  diminish  the  wages 
fund,  and  altogether  will  afieot  the  labouring- 
classes  in  a  very  severe  manner.  I  do  not 
propose  to  discuss  the  Bill  before  us  at  any 
length,  as  it  seems  to  be  the  wish  of  the 
Council  that  there  should  be  no  debate  at  the 
present  stage.  I  only  wish  to  point  out  that 
the  whole  principle  of  the  Bill  is  to  affect 
or  to  ^x  the  rate  of  wages— either  to  fix  the 
amount  a  man  is  to  receive  for  his  labour,  or  to 
limit  the  time  that  he  is  to  work  for  his  wages ; 
and  it  practically  comes  to  this :  that,  while  it 
seeks  to  increase  the  wages,  it  stops  short  of 
fixing  the  price  of  commodities.  If  we  could 
&L  the  price  of  commodities  as  well  as  the  rate 
of  wages,  there  might  be  something  in  it ;  but 
it  is  perfectly  clear  that  this  is  impossible,  for 
we  cannot  force  the  consumer  to  pay  more 
for  an  article  than  he  is  prepared  to  give,  or 
the  producer  to  accept  for  his  goods  less  than 
will  yield  him  a  reasonable  profit.  The  same 
thing  applies  to  other  services,  for,  as  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean  has  pointed  out,  it  is  quite  clear 
that  such  a  company  as  the  Union  Steamship 
Company  could  not  be  forced  to  pay  a  higher 
rate  of  wages  than  they  can  afford  to  pay.  The 
question  is  determined  in  this  case  also  by  the 
consumers,  or,  rather,  by  the  persons  for  whose 
convenience  the  kind  of  work  performed  by  the 
Union  Steamship  Company  is  carried  on.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  so  perfectly  obvious  that  I 
am  surprised  such  a  strong  feeling  should  exist 
as  I  believe  does  exist  in  the  country,  especially 
amongst  the  trade-unions,  in  favour  of  this 
measure.  Indeed,  I  should  not  bo  at  all  sorry 
to  see  the  measure  passed  as  it  stands,  simply 
because  I  think  it  is  so  hopeless  to  reason  with 
the  people  who  believe  in  it  that  I  am  con- 
vinced that  experience  alone  will  open  their 
eyes.  All  classes  of  people  in  the  colony  would 
then  realise  that  it  is  quite  wrong :  I  think, 
if  the  Bill  should  pass,  that  will  be  the  experi- 
ence they  will  have.  Although  I  should  feel 
bound  to  vote  against  the  Bill,  I  say  again 
that  I  should  be  pleased  to  see  it  passed  as  it 
stands,  so  that  the  country  might  have  prac- 
tical experience  of  the  mischievous  effects  of 
this  kind  of  legislation.  There  are  various 
clauses  in  the  Bill  upon  which  I  should  like 
to  say  something.  There  is,  for  instance,  the 
question  of  the  Railway  Commissioners,  which 
is  a  very  important  subject  in  itself.  I  believe 
it  wotUd  be  a  most  disastrous  measure  to  intro- 


duce such  a  system  as  is  provided  for  in  this 
Bill  in  connection  with  the  working  of  our  rail- 
ways. It  would  certainly  lead  to  great  mis- 
chief, and  possibly  accidents  might  happen 
from  which  the  public  would  suffer,  and  it  cer- 
tainly would  lead  to  a  loss  of  revenue  and 
to  general  mismanagement.  I  think,  also, 
that  no  Judge,  either  of  the  Supreme  Court  or 
of  the  District  Court,  is  especially  qualified  to 
pronounce  opinions  and  to  give  decisions  upon 
ordinary  questions  of  business,  and  such  a  pro- 
posal seems  to  me  to  be  a  most  preposterous  one. 
The  Judges  have  no  special  knowledge  of  or 
training  in  such  matters.  The  idea  that,  by 
examining  an  employer's  books  and  seeing  what 
profit  he  makes,  on  that  basis  you  can  fix  the 
rate  of  wages,  shows  a  perfect  misunderstanding 
of  the  laws  which  govern  the  rate  of  wages 
throughout  the  country.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that,  in  the  long-run,  taking  all  kinds  of  em- 
ployment together,  the  rate  of  profits  and  wages 
are  necessarily  connected ;  but,  if  you  take  any 
one  particular  industry,  it  does  not  at  all  follow 
that,  because  a  man  is  making  a  large  amount 
of  profit,  therefore  he  must  divide  it  amongst 
all  the  men  he  employs.  It  depends  upon  the 
supply  of  and  demand  for  labour,  and  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  perfectly  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that,  in  such  an  extremely  complex  question  as 
the  rate  of  wages  throughout  the  whole  com- 
munity, such  a  thing  could  be  done.  The 
whole  thing  is  extremely  complex,  and  can  only 
be  worked  out  by  the  ordinary  competition 
of  industrial  pursuits.  I  cannot  understand 
how  it  can  be  thought  to  be  possible  that  any 
Court  can,  by  simply  Investigating  some  par- 
ticular case,  decide  such  an  enormous  ques- 
tion as  is  involved  in  all  these  questions  of 
wsiges,  and  in  all  matters  between  employer 
and  employ^.  I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Council,  however,  on  the  matter  ;  but  I  do 
hope  that  the  members  to  whom  the  Bill  is  to 
be  referred  will  consider  it  carefully,  and,  if 
they  do  see  any  point  on  which  something  like 
a  compromise  may  be  arrived  at,  that  they  will 
endeavour  to  modify  it.  I,  however,  feel  that 
there  is  nothing  for  it  but  to  aUow  the  country 
to  gain  experience  by  letting  the  BUI  practi- 
cally remain  very  much  as  it  is.  There  may 
be  some  little  points  here  and  there  in  con- 
nection with  which  it  is  possible  to  make  it 
less  mischievous,  but,  on  the  whole,  I  believe 
it  will  really  be  the  best  thing  to  leave  it  to  its 
operation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERB.— Sir,  like  the  last 
speaker,  I  trust  that  the  Bill,  or,  at  any  rate, 
the  conciliation  and  arbitration  parts  of  it,  will 
become  law.  It  has  received  a  considerable 
eauount  of  discussion  by  the  representatives 
of  the  people;  and  the  working-men  of  the 
colony  support  and  approve  of  the  Bill,  and 
they  are  the  best,  in  my  opinion,  to  determine 
on  such  matters.  If  it  prevents  a  repetition 
of  the  strikes  we  have  experienced  in  past 
years  it  will  be  good  not  only  for  workmen  and 
employers,  but  for  the  colony  generally.  We 
have  never  recovered  from  the  strikes  that  took 
place  some  few  years  ago.  Many  employees 
and  workmen  were  then  ruined  throughout  the 
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colony,  and  the  colony  went  back  considerably. 
Anything  we  can  do  to  prevent  a  recurrence 
of  such  a  thing  by  passing  these  measures  we 
ought  to  do.  As  far  as  the  arbitration  part  of 
the  Bill  is  concerned,  it  is  evident  to  me  that 
there  will  probably  be  very  little  arbitration 
at  any  time.  When  employers  and  workmen 
know  that  their  case  will  be  decided  by  arbi- 
tration they  will  reason  together,  and  come  to 
some  mutual  arrangement  before  proceeding  to 
the  law-courts.  The  employer  must  be  sure  of 
his  ground  as  well  as  the  working-man,  and,  be- 
fore they  submit  their  case  to  a  Supreme  Court 
Judge,  they  will  endeavour  to  mutually  agree, 
and  to  understand  each  other  on  the  question. 
But,  knowing  that,  if  they  do  not  agree,  their 
case  will  bo  tried  by  a  Supreme  Court  Judge, 
they  will  be  satisfied  to  have  that  just  tribunal 
to  decide  their  case.  I  will  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Council  now,  or  trouble  honourable 
gentlemen  to  listen  to  me  further  on  this 
matter.  The  Bill  will,  no  doubt,  receive  every 
necessary  consideration,  but  there  are  several 
clauses  that  I  shall  refer  to  when  in  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GBACE.— Sir,  after  the  nice, 
moderate,  sensible  speech  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Kerr,  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  old  custom  in 
the  Council  should  not  obtain  on  this  occasion, 
and  that  we  should  not  have  proceeded  to  de- 
bate the  Bill  on  its  second  reading,  which  affirms 
the  principle  of  a  measure.  We  have  of  late 
years  been  drifting  into  a  custom  which  I  think 
may  prove  very  prejudicial  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  country.  We  were  influenced  in  this 
course,  I  submit,  by  the  consideration  of  the 
agitated  feeling  that  existed  in  the  country  at 
one  time,  and  by  our  desire  to  impress  on  the 
country  generally  the  sense  we  entertained  that 
the  gravity  of  these  large  questions  necessitated 
their  receiving  consideration.  The  exceptional 
circumstances  seemed  to  justify  us  in  departing 
from  our  usual  constitutional  procedure,  and 
therefore  at  that  time  we  agreed  to  refer  this 
and  similar  measures  to  Select  Committees, 
that  they  might  be  calmly  and  dispassionately 
considered  by  these  Committees  before  being 
discussed  in  the  body  of  the  Council.  If 
any  necessity  existed  for  adopting  this  course 
at  that  time,  it  has  happily  passed  away.  An 
epoch  of  reason  has  now  arrived,  and  we  are 
here  together  most  favourably  placed  to  edu- 
cate each  other  to  the  importance  and  the 
character  of  the  intricacies  of  these  large  ques- 
tions. I  was  most  anxious  to  hear  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Bigg  on  this  subject.  I  am 
anxious  to  receive  instruction  at  the  hands  of 
these  honourable  gentlemen,  and  to  impress 
upon  them,  to  the  best  of  my  power,  the 
views  I  entertain;  and  I  feel  that  it  would 
have  been  much  better  for  us  to  go  fully  into 
the  whole  question,  because  I  hold  that  this 
Bill  is  of  far  more  importance  than  the  Bill  we 
have  recently  discussed.  In  any  case,  the  prin- 
ciple of  female  sufirage  which  was  afiirmed 
by  this  Council  yesterday  would  sooner  or  later 
have  become  law  in  this  country.  I  merely 
wished  to  delay  its  introduction.  Still,  I  re- 
cognised that,  as  there  is  such  a  passion  for 
Eon,  Mr,  Kerr 


change  in  the  colony,  this  change  would  sooner 
or  later  be  affected.  But  here  is  the  greatest 
problem  of  modem  times  submitted  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Council;  and  where  is 
there  a  body  better  qualified  to  consider  it? 
We  are  not  influenced  by  passion ;  we  are  a 
fairly  mixed-up  gathering  of  employers  and  em- 
ployed, actuated  by  the  sinoerest  desire  to  do 
what  is  best  and  right,  and  encouraged  in  the 
pathway  of  duty  by  the  highest  sense  of  mutuiJ 
respect.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  regret 
sincerely  that  this  measure  should  not  now 
have  been  fully  threshed  out.  I  want  time  to 
study  the  arguments  of  my  honourable  friends. 
It  would  have  been  to  me  a  privilege  and  an 
advantage  to  have  taken  days  to  consider  what 
they  could  have  alleged  in  the  matter.  I  am 
now  in  the  position  of  a  man  whor  must  go 
against  the  sense  of  the  Council  as  expressed, 
or  bo  forced — as  I  am  not  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee — into  the  mistake  of  coming 
rapidly  to  a  decision  on  the  measure.  I  trost 
this  method  will  not  be  persisted  in  by  the 
Council.  I  foresee  results  disastrous  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country.  I  am  quite  sore 
it  is  not  fair  to  the  country,  and  it  is  not  fair 
to  our  honourable  friends  in  this  Council,  to 
deprive  them  of  the  opportunity  of  affording 
us  ample  time  to  consider  the  reasons  which 
they  are  no  doubt  prepared  to  submit  for  our 
consideration  in  order  to  justify  our  carrying 
this  measure. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— Sir,  it  is 
a  most  extraordinary  thing  that  nobody  appa- 
rently— not  even  the  cleverest  young  politicians 
in  England — can  make  any  suggestion  for  the 
settling  of  any  trade  dispute  except  this  one  of 
conciliation  and  arbitration.  It  appears  that 
nothing  else  can  be  done  except  this  hrutum 
fulmen  of  conciliation  and  arbitration.  Con- 
ciliation ?  Yes  ;  it  is  a  very  proper  thing,  on- 
doubtedlv,  for  us  to  encourage  in  every  possible 
way.  Arbitration  ?  Yes ;  supposing  that  arbi- 
tration meant  anything,  whicn  it  certainly  does 
not.  The  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharasyn 
just  now  made  me  think  how  very  impossible 
it  must  be  to  hope  ever  to  settle  anything  in 
this  sort  of  manner.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said,  "  It  has  been  stated  that  if  an  em* 
ployer  is  making  large  proflts  it  is  his  dnty  to 
share  those  profits  with  his  workmen."  That 
would  be  a  perfectly  good  argument  supposing, 
if  he  were  making  a  loss,  that  those  workmen, 
were  to  make  it  good;  but  that  is  what  they 
will  not  and  cannot  do.  In  the  coal  famine  in 
England,  one  of  the  largest  firms  in  the  West  o£ 
England — the  Fotheringhams— announced  to 
their  people  that  they  must  reduce  their  wages, 
because  they  were  working  at  a  loss.  Their 
people  said,  "Show  us  your  books.  We  will 
appoint  a  committee,  and  if  yon  diow  a  loss 
we  will  submit."  The  Fotheringhams  refosed 
to  do  anything  of  the  sort ;  they  would  on  no 
account  show  their  books.  Well,  the  work- 
people said,  "  There  is  proof  positive  that  tiie 
firm  have  been  misrepresenting  things  to  us, 
and  are  not  working  at  a  loss ;  and  they  have 
no  right  to  reduce  our  wages."  Well,  the  feel- 
ing ran  high  all  over  Eiagland,  and  almost 
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eveiybody  in  the  mines  went  out  on  strike. 
Well,  in  the  end,  through  the  action  of  a 
gentleman  who  was  well  known  in  New  Zea- 
und — Mr.  Brogden — the  workmen  gained  their 
point,  and  all  the  miners  went  to  work  again, 
and  the  higher  price  of  ooal  enabled  the  em- 
ployers to  pay  wages  until  trade  got  better. 
Almost  immediately  after  this — after  the  em- 
ployers had  ffiven  in  because  one  or  two  of  the 
association  broke  faith — the  Fotheringhams 
went  bankrupt,  and  it  was  found  that  they  had 
been  working  at  a  loss  for  seven  years,  and 
the  only  reason  for  their  not  wanting  to  show 
their  books  was  that  they  had  been  paying  far 
too  high  wages  for  seven  years,  ana  it  would 
not  have  been  possible  for  them  to  continue 
if  tiiat  fact  had  been  known  in  financial  circles. 
This  only  shows  just  this  one  point:  that 
employers,  having  to  stand  losses,  must  be  al- 
lowed sometimes  to  make  gains.  Then  comes 
the  question  of  conciliation  and  arbitration. 
It  is  impossible  to  make  an  employer  pay 
wages  which  he  cannot  afford  and  which  the 
men  do  not  earn,  and  it  is  also  impossible  to 
make  the  labourer  take  what  he  is  disinclined 
to  accept.  Therefore,  as  to  any  compulsion,  it 
is  aU  nonsense.  Then  we  come  to  the  question 
of  appointing  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I 
have  a  very  great  objection  to  that.  We  have 
very  few  Judges,  and  they  have  a  great  deal  of 
work  to  do,  and  it  is  most  desirable  that  the 
country  should  have  perfect  confidence  in  these 
Judges.  There  is  a  large  portion  of  the  com- 
munity with  whom  they  might  become  exceed- 
ingly unpopular  if  they  were  placed  in  this 
position.  If  they  gave  decisions  in  favour  of  the 
employers  they  might  be  accused  of  favouring 
the  wealthy  classes ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
gave  decisions  in  favour  of  the  men,  they  might 
be  accused  by  the  employers  of  toadying  to  the 
profanum  vulgua.  It  is  not  at  all  a  desirable 
position  for  a  Supreme  Court  Judge  to  be  placed 
in.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  obvious  we  should 
not  have  any  Judge  placed  in  the  position,  as 
was  said  a  little  while  ago,  of  a  temporary  Judge 
—one  having  his  salary  placed  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates,  so  that  if  he  were  a  good 
boy  he  would  get  his  salary  voted,  and  if  he 
were  not  it  would  not  be  put  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates.  And  it  would  not  do  to 
give  the  work  to  District  Court  Judges.  I  think 
we  saw  something  of  that  not  long  ago.  It 
is  very  hard.  Sir,  to  suggest  any  person  who 
would  be  altogether  suitable  for  the  office. 
I  should  prefer,  myself,  to  see  the  Controller 
and  Auditor-General,  or  his  Deputy,  act.  They 
are  statutory  officers,  and  they  would  have  a 
great  deal  more  knowledge  of  matters  of  this 
kind  than  any  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
Would  have.  I  think,  to  properly  carry  out 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  it  would  be  far  better 
to  allow  each  party  to  elect  their  own  arbi- 
trators. It  must  always,  however,  be  a  matter 
of  honour  with  both  sides  as  to  whether  they 
accept  an  award  of  the  Court.  It  would  involve 
.the  willingness  of  the  men  to  work.  And  in 
the  case  of  the  employers,  if  there  is  no  money, 
even  if  the  award  should  be  against  them,  how 
are  the  winners  to  get  it?    These  are  diffi- 


culties with  which  the  Cdmmittee  will  have 
to  deal.  I  do  not  say  that  this  is  not  as  good 
a  Bill  as  I  have  seen  drafted  anywhere  else, 
for  I  have  not  seen  any  proposal  in  England 
or  anywhere  that  exactly  meets  what  I  should 
like.  I  suppose  we  shall  have  to  get  over  the 
difficulties  In  the  best  way  we  can.  I  certainly 
object  to  that  part  of  the  Bill  about  railway 
employ^.  I  am  sorry  it  is  in  the  Bill  at  all. 
I  look  upon  this  as  a  well-intentioned  proposal, 
but  it  is  one  that  will  require  most  careful  con- 
sideration in  Committee. 
Bill  read  the  second  time. 

WORKMEN'S  WAGES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  I  only 
intend  to  speak  for  a  couple  of  minutes  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  It  is  a 
very  short  measure,  and  it  is  intended  to  pro- 
vide that  workmen  shall  be  paid  once  a  week, 
and  that,  under  certain  circumstances,  the 
employer  shall  hold  the  money  due  to  a  con- 
tractor, and  pay  claims  for  wages  to  workmen. 
I  will  simply  move,  That  the  Bill  be  read  the 
second  time,  and  be  referred  to  the  Labour  Bills 
Committee, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  hope  my 
honourable  friend,  when  he  replies,  will  be  so 
good  as  to  inform  the  Council  what  change  is 
proposed  to  be  effected  by  this  Bill.  Last  year 
we  passed  a  Contractors'  and  Workmen's  Lien 
Bill,  which  provided  a  considerable  degree  of 
security  for  wages  amongst  other  things;  and 
that  Act  is  referred  to  in  this  Bill.  In  point  of 
fact,  I  see,  by  the  very  imperfect  glance  which 
I  have  given  to  the  Bill  in  the  limited  time  at 
our  disposal,  that  this  BiU  is  made  subject  to 
the  Contractors'  and  Workmen's  Lien  Act  of 
last  year.  Well,  I  do  not  desire  to  provoke  any 
debate  on  the  present  occasion,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  too  much  to  ask  my  honour- 
able friend,. at  all  events,  to  give  us  some  kind 
of  idea  for  our  guidance  as  to  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  any  change  in  the 
law.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  that  I  have 
gathered  what  is  proposed  to  be  effected  by  this 
measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  may  say 
at  once  that  I  am  not  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  BiU  of  1891—1  state  that  frankly— 
and  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  this  Bill  will 
affect  it ;  but  I  know  the  Bill  itself,  as  far  as  I 
have  read  it,  seems  a  perfectly  reasonable,  fair, 
and  just  measure.  It  is  going  before  the  Labour 
Bills  Conmiittee,  and  will  be  there  considered ; 
and  if  it  is  not  an  improvement,  and  does  not 
make  any  alteration  in  the  present  law,  and  is 
not  required,  the  Committee  will  report  accord- 
ingly. I  do  not  think  my  honourable  friend 
should  raise  this  objection. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  raised  no  objec- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— All  I  know 
is  that  it  is  a  good  Bill,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Committee  vnll  take  care  to  thoroughly 
discuss  and  examine  it. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 
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ELECTORAL  BILL* 

IS  OOHMITTEB. 

Clause  8. — Aliens,  public  offenders,  and  de- 
faulters disqualified. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved  to  insert  in 
line  30,  after  the  word  "offence,'*  the  following 
words :  '*  nor  any  person  who  has  been  con- 
victed of  being  an  habitual  drunkard,  or  against 
whom  there  is  an  unsatisfied  order  of  the  Court 
for  the  maintenance  of  his  wife,  or  children, 
whether  legitimate  or  illegitimate,  or  who  has 
been  convicted  of  having  committed  an  aggra- 
vated assault  on  his  wife  within  one  year." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 


Ayes,  16. 

Bonar 

Kerr 

Stevens 

Bowen 

McLean 

Swanson 

Feldwick 

Peacock 

Walker,  W.  0. 

Hart 

Reynolds 

Wahawaha 

Jennings 

Shrimski 
Nobs,  20. 

Whitmore. 

Acland 

Kelly 

PoUen 

Barnicoat 

MacGregor 

Richardson 

Bolt 

McCuUough 

Rigg 

Buckley 

Montgomery 

Stewart 

Dignan 

Oliver 

Walker,  L. 

Jenkinson 

Ormond 

Williams. 

Johnston 

Pharazyn 

Majority  against,  5. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  9.- 

-Registered  male  elector  qualified 

as  a  member 

The  Hon. 

Mr.  L.  WALKER  moved.  That 

progress  be  reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  14. 

Acland 

McLean 

Walker,  L. 

Bonar 

Oliver 

Wahawaha 

Dignan 

Pharazyn 

Whitmore 

Hart 

Richardson 

Williams. 

Kelly 

Stewart 
Nobs.  16. 

Barnicoat 

MacGregor 

Reynolds 

Bolt 

McCullough 

Shrimski 

Buckley 

Montgomery 

Stevens 

Jenkinson 

Ormond 

Swanson 

Jennings 

Pollen 

Whyte. 

Kerr 

Majority  against,  2. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  moved,  That  the  word 
**  man  *'  be  struck  out,  for  the  piirpose  of  in- 
serting the  word  **  person." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Acland 

Barnicoat 

Bolt 

Buckley 

Dignan 

Jenkinson 


Ayes,  18. 
Jennings 
MacGregor 
McCullough 
Montgomery 
Oliver 
Ormond 


Pharazyn 

Pollen 

Stevens 

Stewart 

Whyte 

Williams. 


Noes,  15. 
Bonar  Peacock  Swanson 

Feldwick  Reynolds  Walker,  L. 

Kelly  Richardson       Walker,  W.  C. 

Kerr  Rigg  Wahawaha 

McLean  Shrimski  Whitmore. 

Majority  for,  3. 

Word  retained. 

Progress  reported. 

The  Coimcil  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  nine 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF   EEPRESENTATIVB8. 
Thursday,  31st  August,  J893. 


First  BeadingB— Second  Beading— Third  Beading^- 
Alcobolic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill— Egmont 
County  Bill— Harbours  Bill— Native  Ijand  Pid> 
chase  and  Acquisition  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaebb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Halswell  River  Drainage  District  Bill,  Blind 
Asylum  Reserve  BilL 

SECOND   READING. 
District  of  Palmerston  North  HospitaJ  and 
Charitahle  Aid  Board  Empowering  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Dunedin  Garrison  Hall  Trustees  Empower- 
ing Bill,  Christchurch  Hospital  Bill. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS  SALE  CONTROL 
BILL. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  wish,  with  the  leave  of  the 
House,  to  make  a  very  short  personal  explana- 
tion. I  may  state  that  I  arrived  from  the 
South  yesterday  by  steamer,  and  was  in  the 
House  here  till  two  o*clock  this  morning.  I 
left  then ;  and  I  understand  that,  because  I  left 
and  did  not  wait  for  the  speech  of  the  Premier 
on  the  motion,  **  That  the  Bill  do  pass,"  fault 
was  found  with  me  for  so  leaving.  I  left  the 
House  because  I  had  come  up  from  the  South 
by  steamer  in  the  afternoon.  I  understand  the 
Premier  said  that  I  had  asked  him  to  postpone 
the  third  reading  till  Wednesday,  and,  after 
getting  this  concession  from  him,  I  left  for  the 
South  and  stirred  up  public  meetings  against 
the  Bill.  I  asked  him  when  the  third  reading 
would  come  on — would  it  be  on  Wednesday? 
He  said,  '*  Yes."  If  he  had  decided  upon  an 
earlier  day  I  should  not  have  left  Welling- 
ton. As  to  the  statement  that  I  had  stirred 
up  meetings  against  the  Bill,  it  would  have 
been  a  legitimate  thing  if  I  had  done  so ;  but 
I  did  not  do  so.  That  statement  is  entirely 
without  the  slightest  foundation  in  fact.  When 
I  arrived  in  Dunedin  on  Saturday  night  a 
deputation  waited  on  me,  and  stated  that  a 
meeting  was  being  held  at  the  Octagon,  and 
that  another  meeting  was  to  be  held  on  Sunday 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1893.]     ;      Alcoholic  Liquors^  [HOUSE.] 


Sale  Control  Bill 


509 


evening,  and  asked  me  to  attend.  I  consented 
to  attend,  and  on  the  Sunday  night  I  did  at- 
tend the  meeting.  I  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  in  calling  any  meeting;  and  I  deeply 
r^^ret  that  a  gentleman  in  the  position  of  the 
F^mier  should  make  statements  that  have  no 
foundation  in  fact. 

Mr.  SEDDON.^The  honourable  member  is 
entirely  incorrect.  It  was  he  who  came  to  me 
in  the  lobby,  and  asked  me  what  course  I  was 
going  to  pursue  in  regard  to  the  Bill.  I  said 
the  Grovemment  wanted  to  get  it  through  and 
have  done  with  it.  He  informed  me  he  waA 
going  down  South,  and  asked  me  if  I  would 
postpone  the  third  reading  until  he  returned. 
I  a^ed  him  when  he  would  be  likely  to  be 
back.  He  said, "  On  Wednesday."  I  said,  "  Very 
well ;  I  will  postpone  the  third  reading  until 
Wednesday.'*  I  am  under  the  impression  I  can 
I  call  several  members  to  bear  me  out  in  that 
statement. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  statement  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  statement  was  that  you 
said  you  were  compelled  to  go  down  South — 
that  you  would  not  be  back  till  Wednesday ; 
and  you  asked  me  to  postpone  the  third  reading 
until  you  returned,  as  you  would  like  to  be 
present  when  the  third  reading  took  place. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Do  you  remember  the  words 
I  used  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Certainly.  You  said  you 
were  going  South,  and  that  you  wanted  to  be 
present  when  the  third  reading  took  place.  I 
say  I  could  not  be  imder  any  wrong  impression, 
because,  as  both  sides  of  the  House  know, 
the  Government  had  kept  back  all  other  busi- 
ness in  order  to  go  on  with  this  Bill,  and  it  was 
not  in  keeping,  after  getting  the  Bill  through, 
sitting  night  after  night,  that  I  should  suddenly 
postpone  the  Bill  for  three  days  if  the  request 
had  not  been  made.  I  say  that,  whatever  the 
honourable  gentleman's  impression  may  have 
been,  the  application  came  from  him  to  post- 
pone the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  until  he  re- 
turned, and  I  ask  the  honourable  gentleman 
whether  he  did  not  express  to  me  a  wish  to  be 
present  when  the  third  reading  took  place. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  said  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Very  well ;  I  said  it  was  only 
generous  on  my  part,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man having  expressed  that  wish,  to  meet  him 
and  to  postpone  it ;  and  I  postponed  it  accord- 
ingly. Then  I  chaffingly  remarked  to  him — 
and  perhaps  he  will  bear  this  out — "  I  suppose 
during  the  time  you  are  away  the  agitation 
against  the  BiU  will  commence." 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No,  no ;  I  do  not  remember 
that. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
says  **  No,  no  ";  but  I  took  it  for  granted,  and  in 
fact  it  happened  exactly  as  I  anticipated.  We 
saw  in  the  Ghristchurch  papers  that  a  meeting 
was  held  there,  I  think,  as  soon  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  landed  in  Ghristchurch.  He 
landed  on  Saturday,  and  a  mass  meeting  was 
held,  of  which  no  notice  whatever  had  been 
given ;  and  a  mass  meeting  was  held  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  Then  we  see  that  there  was  some 
requisition,  and  that  meetings  were  called  in 


Dnnedin,  and  we  see  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  addressed  those  meetings. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Only  one. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  may  be  wrong  if  I  said 
two,  but  I  simply  said  in  the  House  what  I  say 
now :  I  have  nothing  to  withdraw.  I  postponed 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  to  meet  tne  wishes 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and,  after  having 
so  postponed  it  to  suit  his  convenience,  I  think 
it  was  ungenerous  on  his  part  not  to  have 
remained  to  the  close  of  the  debate,  because, 
one  is  put  to  a  disadvantage  when  he  has 
to  reply  to  an  honourable  member  who  has  left 
the  Chamber. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Allow  me  to  explain.  The 
honourable  member  has  apparently  not  heard 
my  explanation.  I  would  have  remained  if 
the  honourable  member  had  adopted  the  course 
usual  in  this  House  ever  since  I  knew  it — 
namely,  to  reply  on  the  third  reading.  The 
course  adopted  by  the  honourable  member  is 
unprecedented.  And  further,  as  I  explained  to 
him,  I  had  come  up  in  the  steamer  in  the  after- 
noon, and  I  thought  that  waiting  until  two 
o'clock  was  long  enough. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  claim  J;he  right  of  reply  to 
those  remarks.  The  honourable  member  has 
been  a  long  time  out  of  this  House.  If  he  will 
look  to  the  records  he  will  see  that  I  simply  in 
this  respect  carried  out  what  was  done  before 
I  became  Prime  Minister,  and  before  I  became 
a  Minister  at  all.  The  practice  was  adopted 
years  ago ;  and  the  honourable  member  knows 
full  well  that  the  right  of  reply  rests  in  the 
Minister  or  member  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  under  review,  and  that  the  reply  is  usually 
made  at  the  last  stage.  Had  it  been  made  on 
the  third  reading  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  we  should  have  had  the  honourable 
member  speaking  again  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  do  pass." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  now  entering  into  new  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  wish  to  say  that  I  have 
adopted  the  usual  course  —  that  I  took  the 
course  that  has  been  ruled  to  be  correct,  and 
which  is  in  accordance  with  the  Standing 
Orders. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — That  is  not  the  usual 
course. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  would  ask  you,  Sir,  if 
you  would  really  give  a  ruling  upon  the  ques- 
tion as  to  how  the  convenience  of  Parliament 
and  business  is  best  promoted  in  respect  to  this 
renewing  of  debates  on  the  question,  **  That  the 
Bill  do  pass."  My  own  opinion  is  that  it  is  an 
entire  innovation;  and  I  have  been  a  great 
many  years  in  Parliament.  It  is  an  extremely 
inconvenient  prebctice,  as  is  shown  by  this  de- 
bate, and  it  is  quite  clear  from  what  ha«  just 
transpired  that  this  custom  is  likely  to  lead  ta 
the  introduction  of  matter  to  which  no  possible 
reply  can  be  given :  and  that  is  a  most  unfor- 
tunate circumstance. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Then,  I  would  ask  Mr. 
Speaker  to  rule  on  this  question :  After  the 
Minister  or  member  in  charge  of  a  Bill  has 
replied  on  the  third  residing,  can  any  member^ 
on  the  question  **That  the  Bill  do  pass,"  again 
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Bpeak  on  the  question,  and  refer  to  the  debate 
that  has  taJcen  place  on  the  third  reading? 
If  you  will  rule  that  tihat  cannot  be  done,  I 
shall  be  only  too  glad  in  future  to  follow  that 
course,  and  would  prefer  so  to  do. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.--I  spoke  on  the  question 
of  good  order,  and  what  has  been  the  custom 
that  has  always  ruled  Parliament  up  to  the 
present  time,  without  its  being  {strained  in  the 
way  there  has  recently  been  an  attempt  to 
strain  it. 

Colonel  FBASER.— I  would  point  out  to  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  that  it  was  a  member 
of  his  own  Government  who  allowed  the  first 
introduction  into  Parliament  of  this  pernicious 
nractice.  On  the  District  Bailways  Purchasing 
Bill  Mr.  Hislop  was  the  first  since  I  entered  the 
House  to  allow  the  practice  referred  to. 

Mr.  SEDDOK.— I  am  alad  the  honourable 
member  has  mentioned  this,  because  it  only 
bears  out  what  I  have  previously  said,  that 
during  the  time  I  have  been  in  the  House  I 
have  always  known  it  to  be  done. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —If  honourable  members 
will  turn  to  May,  ninth  edition,  page  582,  they 
will  find  the  followiEig  authority : — 

**  Occasionally  a  Bill  is  read  a  third  time, 
and  further  proceedings  thereon  are  adjourned 
till  a  future  day ;  but  the  general  practice  is  to 
follow  up  the  third  reading  with  the  question, 
'That  this  Bill  do  pass.'  This  question  has 
sometimes  passed  in  the  negative,  after  all  the 
preceding  stages  of  the  Bill  have  been  agreed 
to;  but,  though  debates  and  divisions  have 
occasionally  taken  place  at  that  stage,  it  is  not 
usual  to  divide  upon  it ;  and  of  late  years  the 
question  has  gradually  fallen  into  disuse  as 
formal  and  superfluous  ;  and  if  it  be  put  in  the 
case  of  a  severely-contested  Bill  no  amendment 
is  permissible/' 

If .  honourable  gentlemen  will  read  further 
on,  they  will  find  not  only  that  the  question 
referred  to  here — namely,  "That  the  Bill  do 
pass  " — is  not  put  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  also  that  tne  question,  "  That  this  be  the 
title  of  the  Bill,"  is  not  put  by  the  Speaker 
unless  it  is  intended  to  move  an  amendment ; 
and  at  the  bottom  of  page  582  instances  are 
given  in  which  debate  took  place  upon  the 
question,  "That  the  Bill  do  pass."  One  was 
on  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill  of  1831, 
another  on  the  Ecclesiastical  Titles  Bill  of 
1851,  another  on  the  Succession  Duty  Bill  of 
1853,  another  on  the  Bribery  Bill  of  1854 ;  and 
the  last  cited  is  on  the  Education  (Scotland) 
Bill  of  1855.  So,  at  any  rate,  it  seems  that 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  centuzy  has  passed 
fiince  the  date  of  the  last  reference.  Neverthe- 
less, there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  question 
eannot  be  debated  in  any  Legislature  having  its 
institutions  on  the  model  of  those  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  Now,  unfortunately — I  do  not 
know  whether  I  should  say  unfortunately,  but, 
at  any  rate,  it  is  the  fact  that  we  have  not 
adopted  the  new  Standing  Orders  of  the  House 
of  Commons ;  and  the  practice  of  the  House 
of  Commons  which  we  have  to  follow  is  the 
practice  that  was  existent  at  the  time  when  our 
original  Standing  Orders  were  adopted— that  is, 
Mr.  Seddon 


something  like  thirty  yean  ago.  Hence,  the 
modem  precedent  of  the  House  of  Conunons 
of  dropping  the  question,  "That  the  Bill  do 
pass,"  does  not  avail  us.  Therefore,  in  this 
House,  my  predecessors  have  always  put  the 
question,  "  That  the  Bill  do  pass."  In  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  where  they  have 
different  Standing  Orders,  it  may  be  noticed, 
if  honourable  gentlemen  will  look  it  up,  that 
they  do  not  put  the  question,  "  That  the  Bill 
do  pass";  and  when  I  was  asked  by  the  late 
Premier  to  consider  the  question  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  and  to  submit  such  amendments 
in  them  as  I  thought  desirable,  among  others 
that  I  recommended  was  one  to  bring  the 
practice  of  this  House  into  conformity  with 
the  practice  of  the  House  of  Conunons  in  this 
particular,  and  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  House 
that  this  and  some  other  amendments  should 
be  made.  Until  that  amendment  has  been 
made,  my  duty,  of  course,  is  to  put  the  ques- 
tion as  it  alwavs  has  been  put,  "  That  the  Bill 
do  pass,"  and,  that  question  being  put,  it  follows 
that  it  may  be  debated,  because  the  motion 
may  be  negatived,  and  the  Bill  may  be  thrown 
out:  the  whole  Bill  is  at  stake.  And  it  only 
comes  to  be  a  question.  Is  there  a  right  of 
reply,  and  who  has  it?  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  formal  question  put  by  the  Speaker  pre- 
sumes that  it  has  been  in  effect  moved  by  t^e 
person  in  charge  of  the  Bill.  If  that  be  so  it 
would  follow  that  when  the  person  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  has  spoken  that  would  close  the 
debate.  I  am  quite  willing  to  take  the  matter 
into  further  consideration,  because  I  see  that 
the  practice  that  is  growing  up  in  the  House  is 
one  calculated  to  lead  to  a  great  webste  of  time, 
and  my  own  impression  is  that  the  House 
would  do  well  to  decide  that  there  should  be 
no  debate  on  the  question  "That  the  Bill  do 
pass,"  but  that  the  debate  should  close  with 
the  third  reading. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  being  your  view.  Sir,  I 
will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  placing  the 
matter  before  the  Houie  by  a  motion  amending 
the  Standing  Orders  so  that  the  reply  to  the 
third  reading  of  a  Bill  shall  finally  olose  the 
debate.  As  long  as  we  know  that  to  be  the 
ruling  of  the  Speaker,  we  shall  know  where  we 
are. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  understand,  Sir,  you  have 
stated  you  will  consider  the  matter.  Would 
you  allow  me  to  point  out— though,  no  doubt» 
your  attention  has  been  drawn  to  it — that  in 
Standing  Order  327  there  is  this  statement: 
"  The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  third 
reading  of  a  Bill,  the  motion  is  made  and  the 
question  put"?  Now,  in  Standing  Order  329 
there  is  no  provision  for  the  motion  being 
made,  and,  consequently,  I  submit  to  you 
there  can  be  no  reply,  because  there  is  no 
mover  of  a  motion ;  but  you  yourself  put  the 
question  simply,  "  That  this  Bill  do  pass."  II 
any  person  speaks  on  that,  there  is  no  right  of 
reply,  because  there  is  no  right  of  motion.  I 
ask  you  to  consider  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  will  take  that  into  foe- 
ther  consideration. 
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Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAOKENZIB.— That  WM  the 
point  raised  the  other  day. 

EGMONT  COUNTY  BILL. 

IN  COiaaTTSB. 

Mr.  FISH  moved,  That  progress  he  reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  33. 

Allen 

Meredith 

Shera 

Buckland 

MiUs,  C.  H. 

Smith,  W.  C. 

Buick 

Mitchelson 

Stout 

Camcross 

Moore 

Tanner 

Dawson 

Newman 

Taylor 

Eamshaw 

Pinkerton 

Thompson,  T. 

Fergus 
Hall-Jones 

Beeves 

Ward 

Rhodes 

Wilson. 

Kelly,  J. 

Bussell 

Tellers, 

Lake 

Sandford 

Mills,  J. 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Thompson,  B. 

McGowan 

Nobs,  19. 

Blake 

Mackenzie,  M 

Taipua 

Brace 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Valentine 

Duncan 

McEenzie,  J. 

Wright. 

Pish 

McLean 

Hall 

Palmer 

TelUrs, 

Joyce 

Bolleston 

Harkness 

Kapa 

Swan 

Hutchison,  Q, 

Paib. 
For.  Against, 

Duthie.  Hamlin. 

Majority  for,  14. 
Progress  reported. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee,  and 
reported  with  amendments. 

On  the  question,  That  the  amendments  he 
considered  that  day  week, 

Mr.  FISH  said  he  would  like  to  place  it  on 
record  that  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  pro- 
ceedings which  he  had  ever  seen  in  his  life,  so 
far  as  his  parliamentary  experience  was  con- 
cerned, happened  in  Committee  on  this  Bill. 
When  the  BiU  went  into  Conmiittee  it  was  a 
Bill  of  two  clauses,  and  those  two  clauses  were 
struck  out,  and  nine  new  clauses  were  passed 
through  Committee  in  two  or  three  mmutes. 
He  thought  Mr.  Speaker  would  admit  that  that 
was  rather  an  extraordinary  thing  to  take  place 
in  any  Legislature.  They  were  told  that  the 
new  clauses  were  exactly  to  the  same  effect  as 
the  new  clauses  which  had  been  struck  out: 
that  was  to  say,  they  were  asked  to  believe 
that  it  took  nine  new  clauses  to  express  the 
same  meaning  as  the  two  did.  The  clauses 
had  been  hurriedly  read  through,  and  nobody 
could  possibly  understand  their  meaning. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  as  a  point  of  order,  desired  to 
know  whether  it  was  right  that  a  local  Bill 
which  had  gone  before  the  Local  Bilk  Com- 
mittee as  a  BiU  of  two  clauses  should  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  have  nine  new  clauses 
substituted  for  the  two  clauses.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  clauses  had  been  advertised 
in  the  district. 


Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  not  had  time 
to  read  the  clauses,  nor  even  to  see  the  effect. 
The  clauses  might  be,  for  aught  he  knew, 
simply  an  amplification  of  the  original  clauses 
of  the  Bill.  If,  however,  they  were  of  a  totally 
different  purport  they  could  not  be  introduced. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LAND  PURCHASE  AND 
ACQUISITION  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— -Sir,  in  rising  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House,  I  must  say  that  I  wish  it  had  fallen  to 
the  lot  of  some  member  more  conversant  with 
the  subject  of  Native-land  legislation  and  pur- 
chase in  the  North  Island  than  I  am  myself  to 
move  the  second  reading.  This  Bill  is  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  Government  to  get  for 
settlement,  either  by  purchase  or  by  a  process 
of  leasing  through  the  Crown,  Native  lands  in 
the  Nortn  Island.  It  is  not  intended  that  it 
shall  be  in  any  way  compulsory  on  the  Natives 
to  dispose  of  their  land  to  the  Crown.  It  is 
entirely  optional  on  their  part  to  do  so. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh,  oh ! 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE. — An  honourable  mem- 
ber says,  *'0h,  oh  I"  but  he  will  find  that  in 
this  Bill  there  is  nothing  compulsory ;  and  we 
8kre  quite  prepared',  if  any  member  of  this 
House  thinks  it  is  so,  to  so  amend  the  Bill  in 
Committee  as  to  make  it  clear,  and  put  it 
beyond  all  doubt  that  there  shall  be  nothing 
compulsory  in  the  Bill.  Honourable  mem- 
bers, I  have  no  doubt,  and  the  whole  popu- 
lation of  this  North  Island  of  Now  Zealand, 
must  have  now  arrived  at  this  conclusion: 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  it  is  necessary 
that  something  should  be  done  to  enable  the 
large  areas  of  Native  lands  in  this  Island  to  be 
made  more  productive  than  they  are  at  the 
present  time.  We  have  arrived  at  that  stage 
m  the  history  of  the  colony  when  it  is  impos- 
sible for  us  to  remain,  as  it  were,  quiet  in  this 
matter— to  allow  those  large  areas  of  Native 
lands  to  remain  in  the  position  they  are  in  at 
the  present  time.  We  have  at  the  present  time 
an  area  of  something  like  seven  millions  of 
acres  of  land  in  the  North  Island  which  I  may 
put  down  as  unproductive — ^yielding  nothing 
to  the  Natives  tnemselves,  doing  no  good  to 
the  colony,  and,  worse  than  that,  to  a  large 
extent  blocking  the  settlement  of  the  Crown 
lands  of  the  colony.  Now,  it  is  quite  evi- 
dent that  we  caimot  much  longer  remain  in 
this  position,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  endeavour 
to  legislate  in  such  a  manner  as  will  give  to 
the  people  of  the  colony  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring portions  of  these  lands  for  settlement 
purposes,  and  to  do  so  in  such  a  way  that  no 
mjustice  will  be  done  to  the  Natives  them- 
selves, who  are  the  owners  of  the  land. 
Then,  Sir,  the  question  arises,  How  can  this  be 
done?  How  can  we  arrive  at  some  legisla- 
tion which  will  enable  these  lands  to  be  used 
in  a  reproductive  manner,  to  be  made  use  of  for 
settlement  and  to  assist  the  colonisation  of  the 
cotmtry,  and  at  the  same  time  yield  to  those 
Natives  to  whom  the  land  really  belongs  fair 
and  honest  value  therefor  ?    Well,  the  Govern- 
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ment  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
possible  to  do  this,  —  that  it  is  possible  to 
acquire  large  areas  of  land  for  settlement  pur- 
poses and,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  no  injuiy 
whatever  to  the  Native  owners.  We  think  it 
can  be  made  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  colony  that  some  of  these  lands  should  be 
acquired  from  time  to  time  as  settlement  can 
proceed  and  as  applicants  arise  who  are  pre- 
pared to  take  up  the  land  and  make  good  use 
of  it  for  settlement  purposes.  This  Bill  which 
we  submit  to  the  House  provides  the  machinery 
that  we  think  is  necessary  to  do  this ;  but,  as 
I  said  before,  the  measure  itself  is  not  compul- 
sory. I  am  sorry  to  say  that  an  impression 
has  got  abroad  amongst  the  Native  members 
and  amongst  a  large  number  of  Native  chiefs 
throughout  the  colony  that  this  is  a  compulsory 
Bill — that  by  it  they  are  bound  to  sell. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Why  does  it  say  so  if  it 
does  not  mean  it  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— It  does  not  say  so.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  only  study  this 
Bill  carefully  he  will  find  that,  although  the 
Natives  are  required  at  a  certain  time  to  state 
whether  they  are  prepared  to  sell,  or  give  a 
lease  to  the  Government  of,  certain  areas  of 
their  land,  if  they  do  not  elect  to  do  one 
thing  or  the  other  there'  is  nothing  com- 
pulsory in  the  Bill  to  make  them  do  it.  The 
Bill  is  not  compulsory,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  find  that  out.  Now,  Sir,  when 
the  Natives  are  called  upon  to  elect  what 
they  will  do  in  this  matter,  if  they  do  nothing, 
then  things  will  remain  as  they  are,  and,  of 
course,  the  land  cannot  be  acquired  by  the 
Government;  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  find  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  ma- 
chinery of  this  Bill  which  will  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  step  in  and  say  to  the  Natives, 
**  Unless  you  do  so-and-so  we  will  take  this 
land  compulsorily."  It  is  just  possible  that 
the  one  word,  "require,"  in  the  7th  clause, 
may  have  caused  the  impression  on  the  minds 
of  the  Native  members  and  other  people  who 
are  interested  in  the  subject.  But,  if  so,  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  the  amending  of  this  Bill 
in  its  passage  through  Committee  so  as,  as  I 
said  before,  to  make  it  clear  and  distinct  that 
there  is  no  intention  whatever  to  take  Native 
lands  compulsorily.  But  we  have  to  face  this 
difficulty,  and  I  have  no  doubt  members  of 
this  House  who  know  anything  at  all  about 
the  Native  mind  and  the  views  held  by  the 
Native  people  will  recognise  that  something 
must  be  done  to  bring  them  face  to  face  with 
the  question  of  whether  these  large  areas  of 
land  are  to  be  held  in  a  manner  conducive  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  colony,  or  whether 
they  are  to  remain  as  they  are  at  the  present 
time — lying  idle,  useless  to  the  Europeans,  and 
yielding  nothing  to  the  Natives  themselves. 
The  Native  people,  I  may  say,  are  very  prone 
to  procrastination  and  delay  in  matters  of  this 
sort.  We  always  hear  from  them,  when  any 
legislation  affecting  them  is  brought  up  in  this 
House,  "Delay  this  measure  for  another  year." 
I  think  I  have  heard  that  hundreds  of  times 
in  this  House  since  I  have  been  a  member. 
Mr.  J".  McKengie 


The  general  cry  is,  Delay—delay  till  next  year, 
so  that  the  Natives  may  consider  it.  If  we, 
year  after  year,  delay  legislation  in  connection 
with  Native  matters,  I  am  sure  we  shall 
never  get  anything  at  all  passed,  and  I  am 
sure  the  Natives  themselves  must  acknowledge 
this  fact:  that  legislation  has  gone  through 
this  House  which  has  conduced  very  largely  to 
their  benefit,  and  yielded  them  considerable 
income.  There  is  no  desire  whatsoever  on 
our  part  to  do  them  any  injustice,  or  to  take 
their  land  from  them.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  something  must  be  done  to  fix 
the  time  when  the  Natives  shall  be  called 
upon  to  make  up  their  minds  as  to  whether 
they  will  make  good  use  of  their  land,  or  allow 
good  use  to  be  made  of  it  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  colony  and  the  people  of  the 
colony.  This  Bill,  if  passed,  in  my  opinion, 
will  give  a  new  start  to  the  North  Island  of 
New  Zealand.  You  will  have  a  new  area 
opened  up  on  which  settlement  can  be  pro- 
ceeded with  in  a  very  different  manner  from 
that  which  obtains  at  the  present  time — that  is, 
if  we  can  get  some  of  these  Native  lands  foe 
the  purposes  of  settlement,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  we  shall  be  able  to  get  some  very  large 
areas  under  this  measure  if  it  becomes  law.  In 
the  past  history  of  Native-land  legislation  in 
the  North  Island,  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  any 
one  of  small  means — any  settler  with  two  or 
three  hundred  pounds — wishing  to  settle  on 
Native  land  in  the  North  Island  was  debarred 
from  coming  near  or  touching  Native  lands  at 
all.  No  private  individual  could  get  hold  of 
Native  land  in  the  North  Island  unless  he  waa 
prepared  to  acquire  it  on  a  large  scale — to  bay 
a  large  block:  to  resell  it  at  a  much  higher 
price  than  he  paid  for  it  himself.  This  Bill, 
if  it  becomes  law,  will  enable  Natives  to  say, 
"We  will  place  our  lands  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government  of  the  colony ;  they  will 
then  be  able  to  get  our  land  sold  for  us,  and 
it  will  give  us  an  assured  income  year  after 
year."  It  will  enable  a  larger  number  of  pur- 
chasers to  take  advantage  of  these  lands  than 
was  the  case  in  the  past  owing  to  the  various 
restrictions  regarding  the  disposal  of  Native 
lands.  I  am  sure  every  member  of  the  House 
who  has  had  anything  to  do  with  Native-land 
legislation  and  Native-land  transactions  will 
admit  that  we  have  in  the  past  had  too  much 
of  the  middleman  and  the  speculator  in  deal- 
ing with  Native  lands;  and  it  would,  in  my 
opinion,  have  been  a  very  good  thing  for  a 
very  large  number  of  gentlemen  who  went  into 
the  purchase  of  Native  lands  in  the  North 
Island  had  they  never  touched  it  themselves. 
What  do  we  find  to  be  the  case  in  this  colony  t 
There  is  hardly  a  Court  where  there  are  not  dis- 
putes and  lawsuits,  in  which  are  being  settled 
large  questions  in  connection  with  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  Native  lands ;  and  the  effect  is  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  purchase-money  of  these 
lands  goes  to  the  lawyers  of  the  colony.  There 
is  under  this  measure,  if  the  Natives  consent  to 
sell  to  the  Government  their  land,  or  to  hand  it 
over  for  lease,  a  security  that  they  would  get 
for  themselves  an  assured  rental ;  and  not  only 
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lor  thMBQselves  at  nreaent,  bat  for  their  ohildron 
afterwards.  The  Natives  would  benefit  in  this 
way,  and  the  colony  also,  as  under  this  mea- 
flore  we  should  not  require  to  find  large  suns 
of  money  for  the  purchase  of  Native  land, 
Willie  at  the  same  time  the  State  will  be  able 
to  throw  open  for  settlement  large  areas  of 
300imtEy.  What  I  mean  is  this :  If  the  Natives 
eome  forward  and  say  they  are  prepared  to 
lease  their  lands  under  the  land-kws  of  the 
eolony,  we  shall  not  require  to  find  money  to 
porehiAse:  at  the  earns  time,  the  oolonisa- 
iion  of  the  country  will  go  cm,  and  settlemeat 
of  laod  i^in  proceed  in  due  course.  Then, 
Sir,  there  is  a  very  important  matter  in  con- 
nection with  this  disposal  of  Native  lands  in 
the  North  Islaind,  and  that  is  the  question  cf 
makiz^  the  surveys  of  the  lands,  and  roading 
them.  If  the  lana  is  purchased  by  the  Grown, 
^that  is,  if  the  Natives  elect  to  sell  any  por- 
tion of  their  land, — it  becomes  Grown  Isjid, 
and  will  be  dealt  with  under  the  land-laws 
of  the  colony  in  the  usual  way;  and  conse- 
quently provision  will  have  to  be  made  for 
roading  the  country,  and  enabling  settlement 
ktx  take  place. 

Hr.  BOL1LE8TON.— When  does  the  survey 
lake  place? 

Kr.  J.  MqKBNZIE.  — The  survey  is,  of 
•oonDse,  made  as  the  lands  are  given  over  to 
the  Grown;  but  if  the  Grown  purchases  a 
survey  must  be  made  before  the  purchase  is 
odncluded.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  land  is . 
to  be  leased,  then  the  Grown  will  acquire  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
4oir  the  surveying  and  the  roading  of  the  coun- 
"taey,  thus  enabling  the  Natives  to  get  full  value 
lor  the  balance  of  the  land.  One  very  import- 
:aiit  matter  we  have  to  look  at  on  this  subject 
is  the  continuity  of  road-making  throughout 
!|he  country.  I  am  sure  every  one  connected 
with  the  country,  every  member  connected  with 
<lhe  ^Native  districts,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
bers opposite  who  have  been  connected  with 
41ie  a£ninistration  of  the  countiy,  will  admit 
with  me  that  we  have  had  great  difficulty  up 
4o  the  present  time  in  making  roads  through 
^Native  lands,  in  some  cases,  to  more  distant 
Crown  lands.  I  myself  have  seen  blocks  of 
W9ey  valuable  land  owned  by  Natives  which 
have  had  to  be  surveyed  by  Government  for  the 
tpurpose  of  making  roads  through  them  to  get 
lat  Grown  lands  beyond.  Thus,  by  making 
«  road  to  open  up  our  own  country,  we  are 
adding  considerable  value  to  the  Native  lands, 
lor  which  we  have  received  nothing.  And 
the  same  thing  would  applv  to  local  bodies 
in  regard  to  dealing  with  the  opening -up  of 
oenntry  under  their  control  in  the  North  Island. 
Aaoh  local  body  finds  the  same  difficulty.  We 
(ksar  from  all  sides  that,  owing  to  the  large 
/Aieas  of  Native  land  in  their  midst,  they  are 
net  able  to  raise  sufficient  rates  to  keep  up 
tlie  roads.  The  construction  of  roads  by  uiese 
'leeal  bodies,  and  by  the  colony,  adds  value  to 
-these  Native  lands,  while  at  the  same  time 
they  get  nothing  in  return.  Now,  this  will  be 
^ttt  ma  end  to  under  this  system,  because  we 
shall  Jittve  the  power  to.  continue  the   road-. 
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making  of  the  oountry,  not  only,  as  done  some- 
times at  the  present  time,  through  the  Native 
blocks,  but  making  roads  through  Grown  lands 
to  Native  bkKsks,  and  adding  value  to  them  in 
that  way.  I  have  qo  hesitation  in  saying  that 
if  the  measure  now  'before  the  House  becomes 
law,  with  perhaps  some  few  amendments  which 
may  he  found  necessary,  it  will  prove  beneficial 
not  only  to  the  colony  as  a  whole,  but  also  to 
the  Natives  themselves ;  and  I  woald  impress 
this  matter  upon  the  Native  members  of  the 
House:  that  they  oannot  stand  much  longer 
in  the  way  of  settlement  with  those  lands  be- 
longing to  them.  Unless  they  are  prepared  of 
then:  own  aocord  to  open  up  land  for  settle- 
ment they  must  be  prepared  to  hand  it  over 
to  the  Grown  at  a  fair  and  isasonable  value, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  opened  up  for  settle- 
ment. The  colonists  of  New  Zealand  will  not 
stand  much  longer  the  cost  of  making  roads  to 
Native  lands  for  which  they  receive  nothing, 
and  they  will  not  stand  large  areas  of  land 
lying  uiqiroduotive  while  they  are  themselves 
addmg  value  to  those  lands  in  the  way  of 
colonisation.  We  cannot  stand  the  fact  ef  the 
population  which  comes  here  and  adds  value  to 
these  lands  being  driven  out  of  the  countiy  for 
want  of  room  while  these  lands  are  lying  un- 
productive ;  and  I  would  impress  this  upon  the 
Native  members :  that  they  must  be  prepared 
to  do  one  thing  or  the  other ;  they  must  either 
be  prepared  to  survev  and  open  up  the  lands 
themselves,  or  to  hand  them  over  to  the  Grown 
to  do  BO.  Now,  we  know  perfectly  well  that 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Natives  to  do  the  first.; 
they  have  neither  the  machinery  nor  the  stafE 
necessary  to  do  so,  and  in  many  cases  they 
have  not  the  means  to  do  it.  And  what  we 
want  in  the  Bill  is  that  they  shall  elect  for 
themselves  whether  they  are  prepared  to  sell  to 
the  Grown,  or  to  hand  their  land  over  to  the 
Grown  to  be  leased,  for  the  people  to  settle  on, 
and  to  pay  a  fair  amount  of  rent.  I  think 
they  should  make  up  their  minds  to  face  this 
question,  and  treat  the  House  and  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  fair  and  reasonable  spirit  in  dealing 
with  this  very  important  question.  Now,  Sir, 
having  made  these  few  prefatory  remarks  with 
regard  to  the  reasons  wnioh  have  induced  the 
Government  to  bring  in  this  Bill,  I  may  say 
that  the  Bill  itself  as  a  whole  contains  the 
necessary  machinery  to  enable  the  views  of  the 
Government  to  be  carried  out.  Honourable 
members  will  find  that  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing out  the  provisions  of  this  Act  we  establish  a 
Board  called  the  Native  Land  Purchase  Board. 
On  this  Board  there  are  to  be  the  Surveyor- 
General,  the  Gommissioner  of  Taxes,  and  the 
Oommissioner  of  Grown  Lands  for  the  district 
where  land  is  proposed  to  be  acquired  under 
the  Act.  Then  inere  is  provision  that  the 
Native  member  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  for  the  electoral  district  in  which  the 
land  is  proposed  to  be  acquired  shall  also  be 
a  member  of  the  Board ;  and  then  a  Native 
owner,  to  be  called  a  Maori  Commissioner,  is 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Ghief  Judge  of  the 
Native  Land  Court,  on  recommendation  sup- 
plied I9  members  of  the  Legislature  represent* 
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iDg  the  Natives.  This  provision  lis  in  clause  8. 
Then,  after  this  Board  is  created,  the  Go- 
vernment will  have  the  right  of  iasaing  a  Pro- 
clamation over  land  to  which  this  Act  will 
apply ;  and  no  doubt  any  Government  which 
has  the  administration  of  this  Act  would  be 
careful  that  the  Proclamation  should  not  be 
issued  over  any  area  of  oounttj  except  such  as 
can  be  made  good  use  of  for  settlement  pur- 
poses. Then,  the  Board  is  to  report  to  the 
Government  as  to  the  character  of  the  land 
and  its  suitabili^  for  settlement,  and  as  to  its 
value.  This  in  itself  is  of  very  great  import- 
ance, because  before  anything  is  done  in  the 
shape  of  acquiring  any  of  these  lands  these 
questions  must  be  first  settled :  as  to  whether 
the  land  is  suitable  for  settlement  or  not,  and 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  land  and  its  resJ  value. 
Then,  the  Bill  provides  machinery  for  ascer- 
taining the  value;  and  I  think  in  this  con- 
nection it  gives  full  justice  to  the  Natives ;  it 
gives  them  every  opportunity  of  seeing  that 
their  lands  are  properly  and  fairly  valued  before 
they  are  called  upon  in  any  way  to  deaJ  with 
them.  Then,  on  these  conditions  being  com- 
plied with,  the  Governor  may  require  the  Na- 
tives to  elect  whether  they  will  sell  any  of 
the  land  to  the  Government,  or  whether  they 
vnll  hand  it  over  for  settlement  purposes. 
The  Native  owners  may  elect  what  they  will 
do ;  and  here  I  may  say  that  the  Bill  is  not 
compulsory,  because,  supposing  the  Native 
owners  of  the  land  do  not  elect  either  to  sell 
or  to  lease,  there  is  nothing  to  compel  them 
to  do  so. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— What  is  to  happen? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB.— Things  just  remain  as 
they  are. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Can  they  lease  to  anybody 
else? 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— No ;  so  long  as  the 
Proclamation  is  there  they  cannot  deal  with 
them.  However,  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  us  his  views 
on  the  question,  and  many  members  in  this 
House  are  far  more  qualified  to  deal  with  the 
question  than  I  profess  to  be  myself,  for  it  is 
almost  a  new  subject  to  me. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY.— You  are  doing  very  well. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.  — However,  I  never 
grumble  at  any  work  which  may  fall  to  my 
lot,  and  I  am  ^oing  to  have  a  try,  at  any 
rate,  at  this  busmess.  If  the  Native  owners 
of  the  land  fail  to  make  up  their  minds,  they 
can  take  a  vote  of  the  Native  owners,  and 
the  decision  come  to  by  the  majority  would 
be  binding.  '*The  majority"  would  mean 
the  Natives  owning  more  than  one-half  of  the 
value  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  dealt  with. 
This,  I  think,  is  only  fair  and  reasonable,  so  as 
to  give  an  opportunity  to  a  majority  to  dis- 

Sose  of  the  land,  if  they  thought  necessary  to 
0  80.  Then,  if  the  Natives  elect  to  sell  the 
land  to  the  Government,  it  becomes,  of  course. 
Crown  land ;  and  we  shall  pay  for  it  by  de- 
bentures or  in  cash,  and  the  owners,  if  they 
choose  to  take  up  debentures  for  the  value 
of  the  land,  will  receive  fair  and  reasonable 
interest  on  their  money.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
Mr,  J.  McKensie 


they  should  choose  to  lease  to  the  Grown,  or 
allow  the  Crown  to  deal  with  the  land  imder 
the  land-laws,  then  they  wiU  have  to  give  a 
certain  area  of  land  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost 
of  surveying  and  reading  the  land.  This  is 
provided  for  in  the  Bill  accordingly,  and  when 
that  is  done  then  the  rent  arising  from  this 
land  will  be  handed  over  to  the  Natives  for  a 
time ;  when,  after  a  time,  a  majority  of  them, 
if  they  think  it  necessary,  can  sell  any  portion 
of  those  leased  lands  to  the  Crown,  and  the 
Government,  in  that  case,  will  simply  becoma 
the  trustees  of  the  Native  owners  of  the  land. 
and  will  see  that  they  get  what  is  right,  fair, 
and  honest.  There  oan  be  no  loss  whatever 
to  the  Native  owners.  The  Government  will 
be  prepared  to  see  that  the  rents  are  fairly 
and  honestly  paid.  We  say  this:  that,  if  the 
Natives  are  prepared  to  offer  to  us  a  block  of 
land,  and  if  the  whole  of  it  is  not  disposed  of, 
we  are  prepared  to  find  the  interest  on  such 
portions  as  are  not  disposed  of  at  once  until  the 
land  comes  to  be  settled  upon:  that  is,  we  shall 
be  prepared  to  find  a  certain  amount  of  in- 
terest on  the  land  which  may  not  be  yielding 
anything  at  the  time.    At  the  same  time,  the 

Erice  of  the  land  will  have  to  be  paid  at  a 
iture  date,  when  the  land  shall  come  to  yield 
a  profit  to  the  owners  and  to  the  Government. 
Then,  we  have  made  ample  provision  here,  I 
think — and  if  not  ample  it  can  of  course  be 
amended  as  it  goes  through  Committee — to 
enable  the  Courts  to  decide  who  are  the  Native 
owners  of  Uie  land — that  is,  who  are  entitled 
to  receive  value  in  debentures  or  cash,  or  the 
rents  of  the  lands  to  be  leased.  Then,  there  ace 
provisions  made  to  guard  against  any  number 
of  Natives  being  rendered  landless ;  and  their 
cultivations,  under  this  Act,  will  be  retained 
for  their  own  use.  Provision  is  made  also  for 
children  and  others  who  may  not  be  able  to  act 
for  themselves.  There  is  also  ample  provision 
made  as  to  the  manner  in  which  money  shall 
be  paid,  and  to  whom  it  shall  be  paid,  and  to 
see  that  full  justice  is  done  to  the  Natives  in 
evezy  respect.  Now,  the  measure  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  foe 
consideration,  where  it  may  be  studied  olanse 
by  clause.  The  Native  members  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  being  present,  so  that  their 
views  may  be  made  known  in  the  matter.  I 
think,  then,  this  House  will  agree'  that  it  is 
only  fair  that  the  second  rea£ng  should  be 
allowed  to  proceed,  and  that  the  BUI  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
where  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  receive  careful 
consideration.  My  honourable  colleague  Mr. 
Carroll  will  be  present  at  that  Conunittee, 
for  he  understands  the  Native  mind  and  the 
Native  temperament  better  than  I  do ;  and  he 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining  to  the 
Natives  the  objects  of  the  measure  in  all  its 
details.  I  may  say  that  I  am  very  much  in- 
debted to  my  colleague,  Mr.  Carroll,  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  measure,  as  he  has  had  a  ereal 
deal  more  to  do  with  it  than  I  have  had  my* 
self,  although  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  take 
charge  of  it  to-night  That  honourable  gentl*> 
man  is  much  more  conversant  with  it  than  I 
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4un,  and  he  will  be  able  to  explain  it  to  the 
Katiye  members  of  the  House,  and  to  others 
of  the  Native  race  who  may  be  interested,  and 
also  to  the  House  generally.  Sir,  I  move  the 
Mcond  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Sir,  I  do  not  propose 
to  oeonpy  the  attention  of  the  House  very  long 
in  speaiang  on  this  Bill.  I  differ  so  entirely 
iiom  the  whole  policy  of  the  Government  on 
the  question  of  dealing  with  Native  lands  that 
on  this  occasion  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  review 
this  Bill  at  all  in  detail.  As  I  came  into  the 
Chamber  this  evening,  shortly  after  the  half- 
honr  adjournment,  I  heard  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  is  moving  this  Bill  waming 
the  Natives  that  they  must  not  delay  this  Bill 
until  next  session,  and  saying  that  it  was  always 
the  cry  of  the  Natives  to  delay  matters  until 
the  next  year.  Sir,  the  Natives  are  perfectly 
jurtified  in  raising  this  cry.  Why  do  tkey  say, 
•'  Delay  this  Bill  till  next  year  "  ?  The  reason 
18  perfectly  obvious.  These  Bills  are  invariably 
brought  down  when  our  minds  are  so  filled 
with  other  business  that  it  is  perfectly  impos- 
sible that  we  can  give  full  attention  to  a 
su^'ect  of  such  paramount  importance  to  the 
Native  race  and  to  the  whole  colony.  When 
the  session  is  far  advanced,  and  honourable 
members  have  become  jaded  in  their  intellect, 
this  mighty  subject  is  put  before  us ;  and  the 
Natives  are  warned,  forsooth  t  that  they  must 
not  ask  that  the  Bill  be  delayed  until  next 
session.  If  the  Qovemment  desire  to  deal 
with  a  question  of  such  great  importance  they 
should  bring  down  their  Bills  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session ;  and  not  only  that,  but  aJl  the 
provisions  of  those  Bills  ought  to  be  made 
Known  beforehand,  not  only  to  honourable 
gentlemen  representing  the  Native  race  in 
this  House,  but  to  the  Natives  themselves 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other.  The 
question  of  the  administration  of  their  lands 
affects  not  only  their  present  material  welfare, 
but  the  whole  future  of  the  race.  If  the  race 
is  to  be  kept  in  leading-strings,  as  is  proposed 
to  be  done  by  this  Bill,  the  knell  of  the  doom 
of  that  race  is  inevitably  rung.  It  is  only  by 
trusting  the  Native  people  to  manage  aU 
Native  affairs,  under  such  restrictions  as  this 
House  may  impose,  even  to  the  final  aliena- 
tion of  their  lands,  that  they  can  be  advanced 
to  any  degree  of  civilisation.  If  their  lands 
are  to  be  perpetually  tied  in  the  hands  of  the 
Public  Trustee,  or  in  those  of  a  Board  so 
numerous  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  remem- 
ber the  names  of  the  various  people  who  are 
members  of  it,  then  you  sap  the  independence 
and  the  powers  of  origination  of.  that  people, 
when  you  require  them  to  remain  in  a  s&te 
of  tutelage  wnich  it  is  time  they  had  passed 
through.  We  were  told  that  this  Bill  was  not 
•compulsory.  I  understood  the  Premier,  not 
Jong  ago,  in  the  course  of  an  interview  with  a 
Native  deputation,  to  say  that  it  was  not  com- 
pulsory by  any  means.  Well,  if  not  compul- 
8ory»  uie  Bill  simply  means,  "  If  you  do  not 
«ohoose  to  do  what  we  tell  you,  you  shall  do 
jaothing  else."  That  may  not  be  compulsion, 
hut  it  is  something  very  like  it.    The  Minister 


of  Lands  tells  us  that  he  has  only  recently 
taken  up  the  subject  of  Native  matters,  aoa 
that  he  is  not  very  conversant  with  it.  He  also 
informed  us  that  he  never  refused  to  take  in 
hand  any  subject  that  might  come  before  him. 
Does  he  not  know  the  old  adage  which  says 
that  certain  persons  rush  in  where  angda 
might  fear  to  tread  ?  I  do  not  believe  in  this 
BiU;  I  disagree  with  it  from  beginning  to  end. 
I  do  not  believe  that  we  should  take  away,  as 
this  Bill  does,  the  rights  which  we  have  granted 
to  the  Native  people.  We  have  seen  in  the 
local  papers  lately  what  rights  those  people 
were  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  It  is 
our  duty  to  treat  the  Native  people,  as  neady 
as  we  possibly  can,  as  we  would  be  treated  our- 
selves. Our  endeavours  and  our  policy  shoiUd 
on  all  occasions  be  to  place  the  Natives  on  iden- 
tically the  same  plane  as  ourselves.  The  ques- 
tion of  Native -land  administration  is  befose 
us  in  various  Bills,  which  I  may  not  refer 
to ;  but  I  do  not  think  I  shall  be  transgressing 
the  rules  of  the  House  if  I  mention  that 
there  is — as  the  Natives  were  informed  by  the 
Minister  of  Lands  just  now,  when  he  warned 
them  that  the  Europeans  were  no  longer  going 
to  tolerate  the  occupation  of  their  lands  with- 
out due  taxation — a  Bill  before  us  this  year  to 
impose  direct  taxation  on  the  Natives ;  and  I 
do  not  think  it  is  quite  right  that  the  Natives 
should  be  placed  on  exactly  the  same  footing, 
as  regards  taxation,  with  the  same  responsibili- 
ties, as  ourselves,  if  we  do  not  give  them  at 
the  same  time  the  same  privileges  as  ourselves. 
But  this  is  not  now  proposed.  And  then  we  are 
told.  Sir,  that  the  speculator  has  done  incaU 
culable  harm  to  the  Natives.  In  many  ways 
the  speculator  has  been  a  benefit  to  the  Na- 
tives, and  in  many  ways  he  has  not.  If  any 
one  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  through  some 
of  the  records  in  the  Native  Department  he 
will  find  that  those  charges,  frequently  calum- 
nies, which  have  been  hurled  at  the  land-specu- 
lator might  be  hurled  with  greater  force,  and 
with  equal  justice,  at  the  Gtovemment  Native- 
land  -  purchase  officers.  In  past  years  the 
Qovemment  absolutely  issued  instructions  to 
their  officers  as  to  the  price  they  were  to  pay 
for  valuable  land — a  price  per  acre  a  great  dei^ 
less  than  the  land -speculator  has  ever  paid. 
They  were  actually  censured  if  they  paid  a  price 
which,  if  given  by  a  private  buyer,  would  be 
denounced  as  a  very  small  one :  they  were  told 
that  it  was  an  extravagant  price.  If  we  ^ve 
power  to  the  Qovemment  to  control  the  prices 
that  are  to  be  paid  to  the  Natives,  the  Natives 
will  not,  at  any  rate,  benefit  by  enhanced  values. 
I  believe  the  opposite  will  be  the  effect,  and  the 
price  which  will  be  paid  by  the  Gh>vernment  will 
be  considerably  less  than  that  which  would  be 
paid  by  the  speculator.  I  am  not  here  to  speak 
as  an  advocate  of  the  speculator.  I  realise,  to 
begin  with,  that  the  whole  opinion  of  the  coun« 
try  is  against  land-speculation,  and  therefore  I 
put  it  aside  as  being  a  point  unworthy  of  argu- 
ment on  the  present  occasion.  Sir,  is  it  pos- 
sible to  think  that  the  Government  can  com- 
pel the  Natives  to  sell  their  land  ?  I  venture 
to  say  it  is  not  so.    But  the  Qovemment,  to 
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>e  jtiart  to  the  NtktiTes,  and  f^  order  to  bring 
%boiit  the  settlement  of  the  lands  of  the  oolony, 
^nst  agree  to  some  soheme  Tvfaieh  will  allow 
4be  KatiTe  to  sell,  and  the  fndiTidual  or  €k>- 
•ipenmient  to  buy  on  an  indefeasible  title.  The 
^expense  involyed  under  snch  a  scheoae  will  be 
^Mbsiderable ;  bttt  it  seems  to  me  the  duty  of 
"ttie  Government  to  enter  into  such  eirpense. 
•#o  begin  with,  we  most  recognise  fully  that  a 
'«oni^derable  amount  of  money  will  have  to  be 
ekpended  by  the  Government  to  enable  the  Na- 
tive lands  to  be  individuaKsed,  or  "hapu^sed," 
If  I  may  coin  such  a  word.  But  I  would  take 
'Qare  that  the  land  vras  subdivided  in  such  areas 
that  the  person  who  has  been  alluded  to  by  the 
Ifinister  of  Lands,  the  man  with  a  small  sum 
of  money  in  his  pocket,  should  be  able  to  ffo 
-and  buy  Native  land  if  he  thought  it  wise  to  do 
flo.  I  would  have  it  Crown-granted  in  areas, 
^y  in  no  larger  area  than  one  squaxe  mile,  or, 
^t  most,  a  thousand  acres,  unless  the  land  was 
.very  poor.  It  shoxrld  be  Grown-granted  to  an 
htdividual  Native,  or  bodies  of  Natives.  I  think 
that  the  expense  of  survey  should  be  charged 
to  the  lands  surveyed,  but  I  should  be  glad  if 
ft  certain  portion  of  it  could  be  borne  by  the 
Government  of  the  countcy,  as  this  is  a  na- 
tional and  not  a  local  question.  In  the  more 
'fertile  districts  the  lands  might  be  subdivided 
into  smaller  areas,  and  this  would  be  of  benefit 
•both  to  the  Natives  and  to  the  Europeans.  The 
Natives  would  be  able  to  get  enhanced  prioes 
fdr  their  lands  on  account  of  numerous  buyers, 
instead  of  having,  as  in  many  cases,  to  accept 
small  sums  from  the  speculators.  It  has  been 
-said  that  this  is  attempting  kd.  impossibility. 
But  any  difficulty  can  be  got  over  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  considerable  number  of  Land  Court 
fudges  to  inquire  into  the  titles.  At  present, 
suppose  a  Court  sits,  say.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  Wellington :  a  Judge,  having  examined  one 
ease,  may  be  despatched  possibly  to  somewhere 
In  the  North  of  Auckland.  Instead  of  that,  the 
7udge  should  be  ffiVen  a  Court  at  some  fixed 
centre,  and  should  there  remain,  instead  of 
liaving  to  adiudicate  upon  the  titles  of  various 
^eces  of  land  dotted  about  in  various  districts. 
It  should  be  his  duty,  first  of  all,  to  let  it  be 
Imown  throughout  the  district  that  on  a  cer- 
tain date  he  would  open  his  Court.  Ample  time 
ishould  be  given,  and  notioes  should  be  inserted 
in  the  KahiHt  and  in  different  papers  far  and 
%ide,  both  in  the  Maori  papers  and  in  the  Buro- 
p^an,  that  on  a  oertain  given  date  the  title  to 
"Ihe  piece  of  Maori  land  nearest  where  the 
Court  was  sitting  would  be  inquired  into ;  and, 
After  having  examined  the  title  of  such  piece  of 
land  adjacent  to  the  place  where  the  Court 
was  sitting,  the  Judge  should  proceed  also  to 
inquire  into  the  titles  of  the  pieces  of  land 
next  adjacent,  and  so  onward.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  if  this  were  done  the  Judge 
would  become  equally  well  acquainted  with 
Maori  titles  throughout  that  district:  that  is 
to  say,  he  would  become  acquainted  with  the 
Prions  hapus  directly  interested  In  the  differ- 
ent lands  in  the  various  localities, — ^he  would 
work  out  in  ever-widening  circles.  So  so6n  as 
the  Native  title  was  extinguished  over  a  pieo^ 
Captain  BusseU 


of  land  the  Native  owners  would  be  in  the  por- 
tion of  being  able  to  occupy  it  themselves  if 
they  6hose,  or,  if  they  did  not  so  choose,  they 
would  be  able  to  sell  it  to  the  Government  or 
to  a  European,  or  to  lease  it.  In  any  ease,  tftie 
land  would  be  enhanced  in  value  by  its  recog- 
nised title,  and  would  be  placed  in  the  same 
position  as  land  held  by  Europeans.  It  would 
be  subject  to  the  same  rates  and  the  same 
taxes.  The  Native  would  be  able  to  lease  it  or 
sell  it  to  the  European  or  to  the  Government,  or 
to  occupy  it  himself  individually,  or  do  whatever 
he  liked  with  it ;  and  there  would  be  no  harm 
in  oidling  on  him  to  pay  rates  and  taxes,  just 
as  if  he  were  in  the  occupation  of  his  lazid 
himself.  By  following  that  course,  we  oan 
quite  understand  that  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty with  the  Natives,  either  here  or  in  the 
King-coimtry,  or  in  the  more  remote  ^rtions 
of  the  colony.  The  Natives  would  assent  to 
such  a  scheme,  and  there  need  be  no  difficulty 
anticipated,  for  this  reason :  that  it  would  tales 
several  years,  working  outwards,  to  get  into 
the  more  remote  centres  of  the  Island.  By 
this  means— by  the  Natives  leasing  their  lands, 
or  by  their  keeping  it  in  profitable  oocupation 
themselves  —  we  should  znoreaee  civilisation 
among  them.  It  would  show  them  that  ^e 
aim  of  the  Europeans  was  to  endeavour  to  do 
them  no  injustice,  but  to  treat  them  so  ths(t 
they  may  become  one  people  with  ourselves, 
with  equal  rights,  eeual  responsibiliiies,  and 
equal  privileges.  I  believe  that  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  Government  generally,  in  deal- 
ing with  the  Natives,  is  not  in  the  direction  I 
have  imperfectly  sketched,  and  is  injurious  to 
their  independence  and  spirit  of  self-relianee, 
and  ought  not  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.  — Sir,  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  at  the  beginning  of  his  speech,  in 
moving  the  introduction  of  this  Bill,  apolo^unk 
to  the  House  for  not  having  had  much  experi- 
euoe  in  dealing  with  Native  lands,  and  he  ex- 
pressed the  wish  that  it  had  been  left  to  some 
other  honourable  member  to  take  charge  of  it. 
That  would  not  have  occurred,  and  there  would 
have  been  no  reason  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's remarks,  had  the  Government  filled  up 
the  position  of  Native  Minister,  as  they  ought 
to  have  done  weeks  ago.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  in  Introducing  the  Bill,  explained 
its  provisions,  and  showed  verv  clearly  that  be 
was  verv  well  acquainted  with  the  aetails  ol 
the  Bill  he  had  introduced ;  but  the  funny  pari 
of  it  is  that  when  the  Bill  was  first  introduced 
into  this  Houss  it  b6re  the  name  of  Mr.  Garzoli, 
and  I  think  the  House  would  like  to  undersAsdid 
why  the  Minister  of  Lands  and  not  that  honour- 
able gentleman  has  taken  change  of  it-— why 
Mr.  Carroll  had  not  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.    This  requires  some  explanation. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Minister  ol  Lands  has 
been  in  ohattge  of  the  Native  Land  PuiohaBe 
Department  for  the  last  few  months. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— I  oould  undentMid 
that,  had  the  Bill  proposed  to  desll  exoluaively 
with  the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  that,  pro- 
bablv,  might  have  been  an  excuse  fbr  ttib 
Minister  of  Lands  helving  introdueed  it.  But  it. 
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does  not.  The  honourable  gentleman  told  ug 
tiiat  this  Bill  was  not  compulsory  in  its  oha- 
racter,  and  the  Premier  also  took  it  upon  him  to 
inform  a  number  of  Native  chiefs  who  waited 
upon  him  that  the  Bill  was  voluntary  and  not 
compulsory.  I  have  read  the  Bill  very  care- 
fully, and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating 
that  no  man  who  read  the  Bill  could  say  that 
it  is  voluntary  in  its  character.  It  is  oom- 
pnlsoiy,  not  only  in  clause  7,  but  in  several 
other  clauses,  to  which  I  shall  presently  refer. 
I  shall  endeavour  to  show  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  has  contradicted  himself 
sjy  saying  that  the  Bill  would  be  voluntary 
in  its  operation.  The  honourable  gentleman 
told  the  Natives  before,  and  has  also  drawn 
i^ttention  to  the  fact  when  moving  the  second 
reading,  that  if  they  did  not  deal  with  their 
lands  themselves  the  Government  would  take 
action.  This  was  in  itself  a  veiled  threat. 
13ia  honourable  gentleman  was  no  doubt  right 
in  stating  that  the  time  had  airived  when 
Natives  could  not  any  longer  be  permitted  to 
retain  in  their  occupation  such  large  areas  of 
land,  without  disposing  of  them  or  bringing 
them  into  profitable  use.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  informed  the  House  that  after 
the  Bill  has  been  read  a  second  time  it  is 
his  intention  to  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Native  Aftairs  Committee.  That  being  so,  it 
will  prevent  my  dealing  with  the  Bill  at  the 
length  I  first  intended  to  do.  As  a  member 
ol  that  Committee  I  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  dealing  with  the  Bill  there,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  now  that  that  Committee  has  been 
Btxengthened  by  the  appointment  of  several 
members  of  this  House  who  previously  occu- 
pied seats  on  that  CommittelB  and  who  are 
thoroughly  conversant  with  Native  matters,  the 
Bill  will  receive  every  consideration  at  their 
hands,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  when  it  comes 
hack  it  will  have  been  put  into  the  right 
shape,  and  that  it  will  receive  fair  considera- 
tion, which  will  make  it  acceptable  not  only 
to  the  members  of  this  House,  but  also  to  the 
Hatives  themselves.  I  do  not  propose  to  deal 
extensively  with  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  but 
I  think  it  only  right  to  point  out  to  honour- 
able members  one  or  two  of  what  I  think  are 
its  most  objectionable  features,  according  to 
the  manner  in  which  I  read  them.  Sir,  the 
Bill  has  not  been  translated  for  more  than 
two  or  three  weeks,  and  it  has  not  been 
circulated  to  any  great  extent,  if  at  all, 
throughout  the  country.  I  venture  to  say 
that  Uiere  is  a  very  large  number  of  Natives 
that  are  personally  interested  who  want  to 
know  something  .aoout  it.  There  are  many 
ol  them  who  do  not  or  cannot  understand  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  do  not  even  know 
that  such  a  Bill  has  been  introduced  into  the 
House.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Government, 
in  bringing  in  this  Bill,  should  have  taken 
pteps  to  have  it  translated  into  the  Maori 
language  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session, 
and  they  should  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
toe  that  every  Native  throughout  the  country 
who  had  any  land,  or  any  interest  in  land, 
)iad  been  made  acc^uainted  with  the  provisions 


of  the  measure  we  are  now  dealing  with  before- 
it  had  been  introduced  into  the  House.  There 
are  a  number  of  Natives  and  chiefs  assembled 
in  Wellington  at  the  present  time,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  petitions 
that  have  been  presented  to  the  House  this 
session  have  emanated  from  them.  The  Na* 
tive  members  have  presented  a  considerable 
number  of  petitions.  Some  of  them  that  have 
been  read  urge  the  House  and  the  Government 
that  the  present  Bill  should  not  be  proceeded 
with,  and  that  it  be  not  allowed  to  pass  into 
law  this  session.  I  have  no  doubt  that  when 
these  ipetitions  come  before  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  they  will  receive  careful  considera- 
tion at  the  same  time  as  the  Bill  is  first  re- 
ceived. If  the  Government  have  any  inten- 
tion of  passing  this  Bill  in  its  present  form, 
I  should  strongly  advise  them  to  proceed  no 
further  with  it  than  the  second  reading  this 
session.  I  am  convinced  that,  if  the  Native 
members  feel  that  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernment are  not  such  as  are  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  the  Native  people,  they  will  use 
every  effort  to  prevent  this  Bill  from  becoming 
law  this  session.  I  am  not  going  to  oppose 
the  Bill  at  this  stage  in  any  shape  or  form. 
Whatever  opposition  I  have  to  offer  will  be 
made  before  the  Committee.  I  think  the  Bill 
should  be  read  a  second  time,  and  go  befora 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  when  the 
Bill  comes  back  honourable  gentlemen  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  its  provisions. 
Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  stated 
in  his  speech  that  the  Government  are  going 
to  take  the  power,  through  the  Gbvemor,  to 
proclaim  any  Native  lands  which  it  is  con- 
sidered desirable  to  acquire  in  the  interests  of 
settlement ;  and,  in  answer  to  an  interjection, 
he  stated  that  such  Proclamation  would  be  the 
means  of  preventing  private  persons  from  dealing 
with  the  lands.  I  understood  the  Premier  to 
state  that  if  the  Natives  objected  to  any  por- 
tion of  their  lands  being  proclaimed,  and  uuhde 
an  objection  to  that  effect,  the  Government 
would  be  prepared  to  remove  such  Proclamah 
tion.  The  Government  have  already  taken 
power  to  proclaim  land  for  certain  purposes 
under  the  Native  Land  Purchases  Act  of  last 
year,  and  therefore  I  see  no  necessity  for  the 
same  provision  being  in  this  Bill.  In  the 
past  Proclamations  have  been  made  over  Na^^ 
tive  lands  strongly  against  the  desire  of  the 
Natives,  and  there  has  been  considerable  liti- 
gation in  consequence,  and  rarely  if  ever  has 
a  Proclamation  oeen  removed.  And  I  believe 
that  wherever  a  block  of  land  is  chosen  as  fit 
for  settlement  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony  that  that  land  should 
be  proclaimed,  in  order  to  prevent  its  g[etting 
into  the  hands  of  speculators;  but,  if  the 
Natives  are  unwilling  to  sell  to  the  Crown^ 
then  the  Proclamation  should  be  removed. 
There  is  another  question  with  regard  to  these 
Proclamations.  In  clause  26  of  the  Bill,  I 
think,  where  it  re-enacts  practically  the  vn^ 
emptive  right,  it  is  stated  that  those  lands  tnat 
have  not  been  proclaimed  cannot  be  purchased 
by  private  persons  until  the  Queen  or  the  Go- 
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Temment  have  declined  to  purchase  those  lands 
that  practically  lock  up  the  whole  country. 
Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  has  ad- 
mitted that,  although  clause  7  as  at  present 
drafted  is  probably  ol  a  oompulsoiy  character, 
tiie  Government  are  prepared  to  accept  an 
amendment  in  that  clause  which  will  make  it 
voluntary.  I  understood  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  say  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — To  make  dear  the  inten- 
tion. 

Mr.  MITGHELSON.  — If  the  Government 
are  prepared  to  accept  an  amendment  which 
will  declare  the  fact  tnat  this  measure  is  to  be 
voluntaiy,  and  not  compulsory,  I  do  not  think 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  will  have  much 
trouble  in  dealing  with  it.  But  I  have  no  doubt 
this  clause  specifically  states  that  the  Natives 
have  either  to  agree  to  sell  to  the  Queen,  or 
lease  under  the  provisions  of  the  Land  Act 
of  1892.  There  is  no  doubt  the  clause  as 
drafted  most  distinctly  states  that,  and  there 
is  no  getting  over  that  fact.  Now,  Sir,  clause  7 
is  no  doubt  the  principal  clause  in  the  Bill, 
and  I  am  quite  convinced  that  if  it  is  allowed 
to  be  passed  in  its  present  form  grave  and 
serious  consequences  will  arise  from  it.  Now, 
there  is  another  clause  in  the  Bill  which  is 
of  a  compulsory  character,  and  that  is  clause 
12.  Clause  12  states  that,  if  the  majority  of 
the  owners  of  the  land  agree  to  sell  to  the 
Government,  the  minority  who  do  not  wish 
to  sell  have  to  abide  by  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority, who  have  power  to  sign  away  the  land 
of  the  minority;  and,  in  the  event  of  those 
who  are  not  desirous  of  selling  or  who  do 
not  care  to  sell  to  the  Grown  objecting  to 
receive  the  purchase-money,  the  Government 
then  take  power  in  another  clause  to  invest 
this  money  through  the  Public  Trustee  in  the 
interests  of  the  Natives  concerned.  There  is 
another  clause  which  I  look  upon  as  of  a  com- 
pulsory character  also,  and  that  is  clause  18. 
Clause  13  gives  the  Governor  in  Council  power 
to  order  the  Native  Land  Court  to  investigate 
the  Native  title  to  land— that  is  to  say,  that 
if  there  are  any  blocks  of  Native  land  in  the 
Country  that  have  not  been  adjudicated  upon 
and  the  acquirement  of  which  the  Government 
consider  necessary  in  the  interests  of  settle- 
ment, and  if  the  Natives  decline  or  refuse  to 
make  application  for  the  investigation  of  title, 
the  Governor  may  order  an  investigation  of 
the  title;  and  there  is  an  addition  to  the 
clause  which  states  that,  after  the  title  has 
been  investigated,  *<  all  costs,  charges,  and  ex- 
penses of,  and  incidental  to,  the  carrying  into 
effect  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be 
borne  and  paid  by  the  Native  owners,  and  shall 
be  a  charge  upon  such  Native  lands  in  favour 
of  Her  Majesty."  At  the  present  time,  if  the 
Natives  make  an  application  to  the  Court  to 
have  their  titles  investigated,  no  such  charges 
are  made.  Now,  I  do  not  think  that  when  the 
Government  are  going  to  take  power  to  com- 
pulsorily  adjudicate  on  Native  titles  against  the 
vnsh  of  the  Natives  they  should  saddle  the 
land  with  the  cost  of  so  doing.  The  Bill,  no 
doubt,  will  be  very  fairly  and  fully  considered 
Mr,  Mitchelaon 


by  the  Native  Affairs  Committee ;  and  after 
amendments  have  been  made  in  it,  and  the 
Bill  is  reported  to  the  House,  honourable  mem- 
bers will  then  have  a  further  opportunity  of 
discussing  it.  Meanwhile  I  shall  refrain  trom 
making  further  oonmient  upon  it.  As  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  I  intend  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  am  also  pleased 
at  the  tone  of  his  remarks,  because  they  mnsi 
be  somewhat  reassuring  to  the  members  of  the 
Native  race  representing  the  Maoris  in  thiff 
House.  Sir,  this  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
questions  that  this  Government,  or  any  Govern-* 
ment  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  has,  or 
may  have,  to  deal  with.  And  what  the  Gk>vom- 
ment,  in  dealing  with  the  question,  deter- 
mined upon  was,  that  we  would  do  justice  to  the 
Native  race.  At  the  same  time,  we  must  also 
do  what  is  right  in  promoting  European  settle- 
ment in  the  colony.  And  the  necessity  for 
dealing  with  this  question  year  by  year  be- 
comes all  the  more  apparent.  It  is,  I  say,  a 
standing  blot  on  the  legislation  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  Native  affairs  in  this  colony* 
to  see  our  Native  brethren  rich  in  lands,  but 
otherwise,  wherever  you  meet  them,  poor,  and, 
I  regret  to  say,  in  some  cases  living  in  a. 
state  of  semi-starvation.  And  when  we  look 
to  the  cause,  when  we  ask  ourselves  what 
has  brought  this  about,  it  would  appear  to  be 
that  no  attempts  have  been  made,  or,  rather, 
that  no  sufficient  attempts  have  been  made,  to 
give  the  Natives  an  opportunity  of  disposing  of 
their  lands  to  Europeans  through  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  a  way  that  their  rights  would  be 
preserved,  and  that  they  should  get  the  fair 
value  for  the  land.  Sir,  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House  sets  forth  that  the  very  first  thing 
to  be  done  is  to  appoint  a  Board,  composed  of 
men  who  will  act  fairly  and  impartially  to  the 
Natives,  and  that  this  Board  will  fix  what  ifl 
the  value  of  the  land.  Now,  the  price  for  land 
acquired  in  the  past  from  the  Natives  has  been^ 
I  say,  abnormally  low.  I  say,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  Natives  have,  in  many 
instances  in  the  past,  not  got  from  the  State 
a  fair  value  for  the  lands  they  have  parted 
with.  We  have  passed  laws  dealing  with 
Europeans  on  exactly  the  same  lines  as  in 
this  Bill :  that  is,  under  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act  of  last  session,  we  decided  that 
where  land  is  required  for  settlement  purposes 
Europeans  can  come  to  the  Government  and 
say,  "  We  are  prepared  to  sell  these  lands,  and 
are  prepared  to  take  a  certain  price  for  the 
same."  Then,  there  was  set  up  a  Board  of 
Commissioners,  and  the  Board  had  to  say 
whether  or  not  the  price  at  which  the  land 
was  offered  was  fair  and  reasonable,  cuad  such 
as  the  colony  should  pay  for  the  land.  We 
therefore  appoint  a  Board  in  this  Bill  —  the 
Surveyor-General,  the  Commissioner  of  Taxes, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  in  the 
district.  We  also  appoint  a  Native  Commis- 
sioner ;  and,  so  as  to  insure  that  in  all  parts 
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of  the  colony  all  the  Natives  shall  haye  fair 
zepxesentation,  we   have   provided  that   this 
Native  Comimssioner  shsJl  he  taken  from  a  list 
that  18  to  be  supplied  by  the  Natives  represent- 
ing the  Native  race  in  the  General  Assembly. 
The  appointment  is  to  be  made  by  the  Chief 
Judge  at  the  Native  Land  Goort — that  is,  the 
selection  from  this  list.    There  may  probably 
be  some  objections  raised  to  the  Chief  Judge 
being  the  one  to  make  this  selection ;  but  that 
would  be  only  a  Committee  objection,  and  we 
are  prepared,  if  it  is  possible,  to  give  the 
work  of  selection  to  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  if  it  is  thought  that  to  leave  it  to 
tiie  Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court 
would  not  meet  with  general  approval.    The 
Government  only  wish,  I  may  say,  to  get  the 
selection  of  the  Native  Commissioner  made  by 
some  person  whom  every  one  —  Natives  and 
Europeans — can  trust,  by  giving  the  appoint- 
ment to  some  impartial  person  of  the  Native 
race,  being  a  Native  owner,  and  one  acceptable 
to  them.    Then  we  give  the  direct  representsb^ 
iion  of  the  member.    We  say  that  every  three 
years  when  we  have  elections  the  member  who 
represents  that  particular  part  of  the  colony 
in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  must  be  one 
who  has  the  confidence  of  the  majority  of  the 
Natives  in  that  district.     Hence  the  reason 
why  he  is  placed  upon  this  Board.    Now,  I  say 
tiiat  by  a  Board  so  composed  you  will  have  the 
fair  value  of  the  land  ascertained,  and  then, 
when  that  is  ascertained,  the  Natives  can  say 
to  the  Government  whether  they  are  prepared 
to  sell  or  whether  they  are  prepared  to  let. 
Looking  at  the  Bill,  I  admit  &at  the  wording 
of  it — the  words  which  I  say  might  have  been 
made  clearer — the  word  **  require,"  and  the 
words  **  the  Natives  shall  elect  to  sell  or  lease  " 
— ^I  admit  that  these  words  might  be  taken  as 
indicating  compulsion.     Were  it  not  for  the 
Section  which  takes  place,  in  the  subsequent 
clause  it  might  be  taken  as  if  the  Government 
were  saying,  *'You  must  sell  to  us."    But 
that  clause  is  not  supported  as  to  compulsoiy 
taking  by  any  other  part  of  the  Bill.    There  is 
no  compulsory  taking  contemplated — it  is  not 
asked  for.     Members  of  the  Native  race,  or 
tiiose  who  say  that  it  is  compulsory,  will  see 
that  wherever  there  is  a  compulsory  taking  of 
land  the  machinery  for  so  doing  is  provided. 
Look,  for  comparison,  at  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act  now  in  force ;  look  at  the  Public 
Works  Acts,  where  the  power  is  taken  by  the 
oolony  to  compulsorily  take :  but  you  cannot 
find  in  this  Bill  a  single  word  of  any  machinery 
whatever  for  a  compulsory  taking.   The  whole 
principle  is  voluntary.    Some  days  ago  I  assured 
ft  deputation  of  Native  chiefs — and  the  word 
of  the  Government  is  given — that  there  was  no 
intention  of  taking  compulsorily,  that  the  Bill 
does  not    take   compulsorily,  that   the  pur- 
ohases  to  be  made  under  it  are  intended  to 
be  voluntaiy:  and  voluntary  they  shall  be. 
Now,  I  would  ask,  therefore,  what  objections 
can  reasonably  be  made  to  the  Natives  having 
their   lands   valued   and   having   the   values 
assessed  by  an  impartisJ  Board?    There  can 
be  no  possible  harm  whatever  in  that  course 


being  pursued.  A»the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  put  the  question  very  pertinently 
to  my  colleague,  **  After  the  Proclamation  is 
thrown  over  the  land,  and  the  Natives  have 
been  asked  to  elect  whether  they  will  sell 
or  lease,  if  they  make  no  offer  to  the  Go- 
vernment, what  then  ?  "  There  is  the  other 
course,  and  that  is  the  withdrawing  of  the 
reclamation ;  and  if  you  withdraw  the  Pro- 
clamation, then,  under  section  26  of  the  Bill, 
power  is  given  fint  to  the  Natives  to  offer  to  the 
Board  any  of  the  land  outside  the  proclaimed 
area,  and,  if  the  Board  are  not  prepared  to 
accept  that  land,  then  the  Natives  can  sell  to 
persons  outside  the  Government,  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  restrictions  herein  mentioned. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— With  the  consent  of  the 
Boa^. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That,  of  course,  is  the  re- 
striction, and  a  necessary  restriction,  because 
it  might  be  found  that  speculators  and  others 
might   be    offering   a  price   to   the   Natives 
which,  if  the  Natives  had  offered  the  land  to 
the  Government  at  that  price,  probably  the 
Government  might  accept.    This  is  a  very  im* 
portant  thing,  tending,  as  it  does,  to  protect 
the  Natives  from  having  to  sell  at  a  price  which 
would  probably  be  much  below  that  which  the 
Board  would  have  assessed  as  the  value  of  the 
land«    And  I  think.  Sir,  it  will  be  admitted 
that  that   provision   is   a   safeguard  to   the 
Natives.     Now,  let  us  compare  the  position 
of  the  Natives  under  the  existing  law  with 
their   position   as  proposed   under  this  Bill. 
Under  the  existing  law,  the  Government  can, 
by  placing  a  Proclamation  over  any  land,  pre- 
vent any  one  from  attempting  to  purchase  or 
deal  with  it  without  subjecting  himself  to  severe 
penalties ;  and  so  long  as  the  Proclamation  was 
kept  over  it,  all  the  Natives  could  do— and  in 
many  cases  I  am  informed.  Sir,  they  have  been 
forced  by  their  necessities  to  do  it— was  to  go 
to  the  Native-land  Purchaser,  and  by  him  their 
land  is  bought.    They  offer  to  sell,  and  their 
land  is  bought  at  a  price  below  its  real  value. 
Compare  that,  I  say,  with  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill.     The  first  thing  we  do  is  to  assess  the 
value  of  the  land,  and   then  we  say  to  the 
Natives,  "Do  you  elect  to  sell  this  land,  or 
will  you  allow  us  to  take  the  land  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Land  Act  ?  "    And  then,  so 
that  their  necessities  shall  not  press  too  hardly 
upon  them,  seeing  that  we  have  put  the  Pro- 
clamation probably  over  a  large  area  of  land,  we 
say  the  State  is  empowered  as  agent  to  lease  or 
sell,  and  power  is  taken  herd  to  make  advances 
to  the  owners  of  the  land  to  meet  their  pressing 
needs.    All  we  charge  for  that  advance  is  4  per 
cent. ;  and  any  advance  so  made  will  be  made 
a  charge  upon  the  land  itself,  so  that  when 
the  owners  let  or  sell  the  Government  will  be 
recompensed  for  what  is  advanced.     Now,  in 
dealing  with  the  land  it  will  probably  be  found 
that  it  requires  reading,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  that  is  a  drawback  so  far  as  the  Natives 
are  concerned,  and  I  know  that  in  some  parts 
of  the  colony  there  are  many  Natives  living 
together,  who  have  far  more  land  than  they 
can  cultivate.    They  are  forced  to  Uve  on  it, 
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but  thfify  have  not  the  mdahs,.lhotigh  ihey 
hold  thousands  ol  aozes  of  land  in  other  parts, 
to  go  upon  the  lands  ai  all.  They  eannot  seU 
tjfaem ;  they  have  not  the  xneniis  to  bring  the  land 
into  use,  and  they  are  living  in  an  impover^ 
ished  state;.  Piovision  ia  made  tor  their  oasew 
Onoe  they  have  met  tbgtither  and  elected  either 
to  sell  or  lease,  then  the  Qovemment  oom- 
mence  to  make  roads  tbrootrh  the  land  and 
to  survey  it,  and  to  provide  otner  oonvenienees 
such  as  Europeans  require  for  getting  upon 
their  lands.  They  reserve  to  the  Natives  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  land ;  end  one  portkm  will 
be  sold  or  leased,  which  will  bring  tnem  in  the 
means  of  living,  and  provide  them  with  the 
means  of  cultivating  and  settling  down  on  the 
remaining  portion  of  the  land.  I  say. that  at 
the  present  time  they  are  entirely  blocked  out. 
The  provisions  of  this  Bill  will  give  them  the 
opportunity  of  settling  on  their  own  lands^ 
and  will  remove  the  cdsabilities  under  which 
they  labour  at  the  present  time.  Now,  my  col- 
league put  it,  I  think,  very  fairly  to  the  Native 
members,  and  not  in  any  way  with  the  intention 
to  threaten  or  coerce  the  Natives,  or  to  force 
this  legislation  upon  them.  He  told  them  that 
the  time  was  now  fast  arriving  when  the  Euro- 
peans, in  view  of  the  way  in  which  settlement 
IS  retarded  in  the  North  Island,  will  insist  on 
the  present  state  of  affairs  coming  to  an  end. 
There  is  no  one  who  has  travelled  over  any  dis- 
trict in  the  North  Island,  and  ^o  has  sp!oken 
to  those  who  are  taking,  and  do  take,  a  kindly 
interest  in  the  Native  race — but  has  been 
told  by  these  people  that  it  is  impossible 
to  carry  on  with  the  present  state  of  things, 
and  that,  in  fact,  the  whole  of  these  Native  dis- 
tricts are  being  kept  ba<^.  Then,  there  are 
no  means  of  communication,  and  wherever 
these  Native  lands  are  looked  up  there  is 
no  European  settlement,  and  the  local  bodies 
cannot  find  the  means  for  making  roads. 
These  tracts  of  Native  land  the  Qovemment 
cannot,  or  do  not,  or  will  not  find  money 
for;  and  the  result  is  that  the  settlement  of 
the  North  Island  is  retarded  owing  to  the  vast 
tracts  of  Native  lands  which  are  at  the  pre- 
sent time  locked  up,  and  which  block  the  pro- 
gress of  settlement.  In  the  Bill  before  us  we 
are  asking  the  Natives  to  voluntarily  sell  to  us, 
giving  them  a  reasonable  time — letting  them 
well  understand  there  is  no  advantage,  as  I 
say,  in  postponing  the  bringing  into  force  of  this 
Act.  The  sooner  this  Act  is  brought  into  force, 
with  the  liberty  that  is  given  to  them  under 
the  law — the  sooner  this  opportunity  is  given 
to  the  Native  race  to  have  their  land  valued 
and  to  sell  to  the  Government  voluntarily,  the 
better  it  will  be  for  them.  The  Government 
has  no  wish  whatever  to  do  anything  hMtily. 
The  issue  of  the  Proclamations  may  be  kept 
back.  The  Gk>vemment  will  only  take  small 
areas,  to  see  what  the  Natives  will  do  to  meet 
the  Government  in  this  respect.  We  are  not 
bound  to  take  the  whole  of  the  land.  It  is 
entirely  a  matter  for  the  Government.  We 
may  try  this  in  certain  districts,  where  settle- 
ment is  retarded;  and  I  say,  if  the  Govern- 
ment, with  the  powers  ocnfened  on  them  by 
Mr.  Seddcn 


this  Bill,  find  any  iMctioukr  distriot  whievs 
settlement  is  now  being  retarded,  and  whses 
the  Natives  are  desirous  of  disposing  of  thete 
land  at  a  fair  value,  then  we  shall  put  iHnfb  Aot 
in  force,  issue  a  Proclamation,  and  get  &e  land 
valued.  And  if  the  Natives  then  found  tlm% 
they  were  getting  a  fair  value  from  the  Go-  - 
vemmeat  for  the  land,  safeguarded  as  it  wouM . 
be,  this  method  of  disposing  of  their  landb^ 
would  become  popular,  and  we  could  eiztond 
the  Proclamations,  and  we  should  have  the 
Natives  in  all  paxts  coming  to  us  and  a&er*- " 
ing  to  sell  their  lands  under  the  terms  and 
conditions  proposed  by  this  Bill.  In  support 
of  the  contention  of  the  Government  as  to  the 
time  having  arrived  now  when  something  musk 
be  done  to  meet  the  demands  for  settlement 
in  the  North  Island,  let  me  tell  them  there  is 
the  construction  of  the  Main  Trunk  Railway 
to  be  provided  for,  and  the  construction  of 
the  main  arterial  roads  in  the  North  Island. 
We  have  to  look  to  the  condition  of  aftaits 
in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Govern- 
ment Land  Purchase  Commissioners ;  and  the 
oondition  of  the  roads  north  of  Auckland, 
where  you  have  tracte  of  Native  land  whioh 
will  maintain  a  large  European  population,  and 
which,  if  disposed  of  either  by  ssJe  or  by  lease, 
would  place  the  Natives  in  that  position  iHueb 
they,  as  landowners  in  this  colony,  have  a  right 
to  be  placed  in.  I  say  it  would  be  only  wise  in 
their  own  interest  if  they  met  the  Gtovemment 
and  accepted  the  provisions  of  this  measure 
and  gave  it  a  fair  trial.  They  would  find  that 
there  is  no  wish  to  do  them  an  injustice— no 
wish  to  take  from  them  in  any  way  what  they 
possess ;  but  we  do  say  the  time  has  arrivea 
now  when  settlement  can  no  longer  be  retarded 
in  the  North  Island.  This  brings  me  to  that 
section  of  the  Act  mentioned  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Eden — the  section  providing  that 
a  decision  of  the  majority  of  Native  owners  of 
a  piece  of  land  to  sell  or  lease  should  bind  the 
minority.  Well,  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
might  not  be  said  that  perhaps  a  three-fifths 
majority  might  force  the  others  to  agree.  At 
any  rate,  whether  or  not  a  simple  majority 
should  be  considered  sufficient,  that  is  a  ques- 
tion to  be  settled  in  Committee,  and  one  wliioh 
the  Government  would  be  prepared  to  meet 
fairly.  But  it  would  be  a  great  pity,  I  think, 
where  a  large  body  of  the  Native  owners  dcK 
sired  to  hand  over  their  land  to  the  Oovecn- 
ment  for  leasing  under  the  Land  Act,  or  to  sell 
to  the  Government  at  the  fair  value  assessed 
by  the  Board,  to  say  that  the  minority  of  the 
owners  should  say,  <*We  won't  allow  yon  to 
sell  or  to  lease  that  block,"  particularly  where 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  (Government  to 
deal  with  that  block  of  land  unless  they  got  the 
block  as  a  whole.  That  is  the  diffioiuty  ^** 
had  to  meet,  and  that  is  why  this  partionlar 
provision  has  been  placed  in  the  Bill.  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  is  oonsis- 
tent.  He  has  always  contended  there  shoold 
be  free-trade  in  Native  land.  Well,  Sir,  I  must 
say  that  the  Government  does  not  see  ite  wi^ 
cle£br  to  admit  that.  We  say  that  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  Native  race,  and  iajuEioas  to 
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tke  oouniry.  And,  at  (ihe  suae  time,  we  uj 
UMt,  the  Slate  holding  that  view,  or  the  Qo- 
TMmment  holding  that  view,  we  have  no  right 
t»  deny  to  the  Natives  the  privilege  that  we 
give  to  the  Europeans,  and  toat  is,  that  they 
shall  obtain  a  fair  value  for  their  lajid.  That  is 
the  main  principle  of  this  Bill.  The  maohinery 
and  the  whole  i^irit  of  the  measure  now  be- 
fore the  House  have  sJl  been  fruned  for  that 
porpose.  We  hope  to  see  it  aooepted.  I  will 
ask  that,  the  principle  being  agreed  upon,  we 
should  refer  the  Bill — not  to  take  up  too  much 
time,  although,  of  course,  it  is  a  Bill  dealing 
with  a  large  subject—to  the  Native  Affairs  Oom- 
mittee.  We  have  on  that  Oommittee  those 
who  will,  I  feel  assured,  do  what  is  right  to  the 
Natives,  and  at  the  same  time  will  act  fairly 
towards  the  Europeans.  I  think  that  the  ex- 
planation of  this  Bill  was  well  given  by  my 
colleague :  in  fact,  there  is  no  necessity  what- 
ever to  repeat  to  the  House  the  speech  he 
deliveiod,  for  the  details  he  has  given  of  the 
measure  were  such  as  every  one  should  well 
understand.  I  should  like  to  see  sJl  party  feeling 
set  aside  when  dealing  with  a  measure  of  this 
kind.  I  should  like  to  see  party  feeling  kept 
dear  altogether  from  Bills  dealing  witn  tms 
very  important  subject.  Let  both  sides  of  the 
House  go  together.  Let  us  endeavour  to  pro- 
duoe  a  good  Bill — a  Bill  which  will  do  justice 
to  the  Natives,  and  at  the  same  time  promote 
the  settlement  of  the  North  Island,  and  not 
keep  things  in  the  unsatisfactory  state  they 
axe  now  in.  That  is  the  wish  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  in  introducing  this  measure,  and  I  am 
pleased  that  so  far  it  has  been  so  well  received. 
Mr.  KAPA. — I  feel  compelled  to  speak  on 
this  Bill,  because  my  mind  is  full  of  appre- 
hension, notwithstanding  the  very  satisfactory 
eocplanation  made  by  the  Minister.  Honourable 
members  will  have  observed  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  petitions  have  already  been  received 
from  Natives  protesting  against  this  measure. 
They  have  oome  principally  from  the  Wange^ 
nui  district.  Notwithstanding  the  statement 
of  Ministers  that  no  harm  can  come  to  the 
Maoris  if  this  Bill  becomes  law,  I  cannot  ac- 
cept that,  because  my  eyes  do  not  deceive  me 
when  I  look  at  the  contents  of  the  Bill.  The 
Premier  has  stated  that  not  one  acre  can  be 
taken  from  the  Natives  compulsorily  under  this 
measure;  other  well-informed  gentlemen  in- 
form us  that  it  simply  means  confiscation. 
Now,  which  of  these  two  statements  can  we 
place  dependence  upon  ?  Although  the  Natives 
nave  never  ceased  to  sell  land  to  the  Qovem- 
ment,  and  though  they  sell  large  quantities  year 
by  year,  yet  this  Bill  is  introduced,  and  is 
entitled  a  Bill  to  purchase  Native  land.  And  it 
diould  flJso  be  remembered  that,  in  a  great 
many  of  the  land-purchases  of  the  Qovemment 
in  the  put,  gross  acts  of  injustice  have  been 
^one  to  the  Natives.  The  House  has  not  for- 
gotten, and  will  not  forget,  a  most  shameful 
transaction  that  occurred  last  year — I  allude  to 
the  Lundonpurohase ;  and  the  matter  has  come 
before  the  House  again  quite  recently.  What 
guarantee  have  we  that  such  abuses  will  not 
4o«mv  in  the  future  ?    Are  these  CommltiiMMKS 


who  tdter  to  be  appointed  under  this  measure 
to  be  above  suspicion?  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Government  what  steps  they  intend  to  take  - 
with  regard  to  the  petition  of  Major  Kemp  and 
other  Native  ohiefs,  who  have  asked  for  soma 
local  self -government.  It  seems  that  the 
foundation  of  their  request  is  taken  away  by 
this  measure.  The  Natives  ask  that  certain 
rights  which  were  guaranteed  to  them  under 
the  71st  danse  of  the  New  Zealand  Constitu- 
tion Act  should  be  maintained  to  them.  If 
the  Qovemment  tell  us  that  those  provisions' 
have  no  legal  effect  at  present,  then,  of  coone, 
I  must  accept  that  as  true.  It  seems  a  strange  . 
coincidence  that  at  this  time,  when  the 
Natives  are  asking  for  some  local  Rclf-govem* 
ment,  the  Government  should  be  bringing  in  a 
drastic  measure  of  this  sort.  I  think  it  is  a 
great  pity  that  the  reasonable  request  that  the 
Natives,  are  now  making,  and  which  they  aee 
perfectly  justified  in  making,  is  not  granted. 
A  numMr  of  Natives  are  waitiiig  patiently  in 
Wellington  in  the  hope  of  receiving  some  reply 
&om  the  Qovemment  to  petitions  that  they 
have  presented,  and  the  only  answer  they  seem 
likely  to  get  is  the  introduction  of  Bills  fay' 
the  Qovemment  dealing  with  their  land.  The 
Minister  of  Lands,  in  introducing  this  Bill, 
has  stated  that  the  Natives  constantly  ask  for 
delay.  I  consider  that  they  are  entitled  to  ask 
for  aelay.  Their  land  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  them,  and  they  should  have 
every  opportunity  of  considering  what  is  best 
to  be  done  under  the  circumstances.  Another 
reason  why  the  Natives  eak  for  delay  is  that 
they  are  disgusted  with  the  nature  of  the 
legislation  which  has  been  introduced  by 
Governments  in  former  times;  they  have  no 
confidence  in  it,  and  therefore  they  are  quite 
right  in  asking  for  delay.  I  think,  if  such  a 
measure  as  t^s  were  proposed  to  be  brought 
into  operation  over  European  lands,  every  man 
would  seize  his  rifle,  and  blood  would  be  shed. 
The  House  will  remember  the  Biblioal  story 
of  King  Ahab  demanding  the  vineyard  from 
Naboth:  on  his  refusing  to  give  it  the  king 
threatened  to  put  him  to  death.  It  seems  to 
me  that  story  is  illustrated  by  the  policy  of 
the  Government  regarding  Native  lands  at  the 
present  time.  Last  year  we  passed  the  Native 
Land  PurohMcs  Act,  and  clause  15  of  that 
Act  provides  that  before  the  share  of  any 
minor  can  pass  to  the  Grown  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  has  to  give  his  consent.  Now, 
that  olause,  which  afforded  some  protection  to 
the  Natives,  is  proposed  to  be  repealed  by  this 
measure.  Under  the  law  now  in  force  the 
Government  have  power  to  proclaim  Native 
land  for  two  years  only  as  being  under  negotia- 
tion, but  under  this  Act  it  can  be  proclaimed 
to  all  eternity.  Under  this  Bill  it  is  proposed 
to  reserve  to  the  Natives  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  acres  of  first-class  land  for  each  person; 
but  should  it  happen  that  a  man  has  a 
large  number  of  children  bom  to  him,  hoW 
can  they  all  be  maintained  on  such  a  small 
area  as  that?  The  Maoris  are  not  in  a  too 
prosperous  condition  at  the  present  time,  not- 
withstanding the  large  quantity  of  land  thaft 
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they  own,  and  I  attribute  their  poverty  to  the 
obnozious  laws  which  this  Parliament  has 
passed.  Now,  the  Minister,  in  introdnoing  this 
measure,  stated  that  it  emanated  from  the  Na- 
tive member  of  the  Executive ;  and  I  assume 
that  is  true,  because  both  the  Ministers  have 
left  the  chamber.  I  know  of  cases  where  the 
Govexnment,  as  far  back  as  1874,  proclaimed 
oertain  land  as  being  under  negotiation,  and 
these  lands  have  not  been  purchased  by  the 
Government  up  to  the  present  time.  Now,  if 
I  were  to  follow  out  my  own  wishes  I  should 
speak  at  very  great  length  in  opposition  to  this 
measure ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  weary  honour- 
able members,  and  I  know  there  are  many 
honourable  gentlemen  who  wish  to  speak  on 
the  question,  I  am  not  enamoured  of  the  pro- 
position to  refer  this  Bill  to  the  Native  Affairs 
Uommittee,  because  I  believe  when  it  does  get 
there  I  shall  still  feel  bound  to  oppose  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  wish  to  say  one  or  two 
words  about  this  Bill,  but  I  do  not  intend  to 
debate  its  provisions,  because  I  am  on  the  Na- 
tive Affairs  Committee,  and  this  Bill,  I  under- 
stand, is  to  be  referred  to  that  Committee. 
I  wish,  however,  to  say  one  or  two  words  as  to 
how  I  think  the  House  should  approach  Bills 
dealing  with  Native  lands.  I  think  the  House 
should  not  forget  that  land,  to  the  Maori,  is 
everything.  His  civilisation  is  quite  distinct 
from  ours.  He  has  not  our  pecuniary  wealth 
in  other  directions.  To  him  the  land  is  the 
only  wealth.  It  is  not  only  his  only  heritage, 
but  all  his  associations  are  linked  with  it ;  and 
therefore  we,  in  dealing  with  the  Maori  race, 
should  deal  more  leniently  with  them  than  we 
would  deal  with  the  land  of  Europeans,  and, 
if  we  have  to  pass  a  Bill  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  settlement  of  Native  landd,  that  Bill 
should  not  be  so  drastic  as  would  be  a  mea- 
sure for  the  settlement  of  European  lands.  I 
submit,  Sir,  that  we  should  start  with  that; 
and  we  should  also  remember  this  :  that  the 
Maoris  are  really  a  race  subject  to  us.  We 
are  far  more  numerous  than  the  Maoris,  and 
they  cannot  compete  with  us  in  any  waJk  of 
life ;  and  in  dealing  with  these  Maori  lands 
and  the  Maori  race  we  should  respect  what  we 
may  call  their  prejudices,  because  that  really 
means  respecting  their  past  history  and  their 
present  life.  Any  one,  I  think,  who  heard  the 
introduction  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  must 
have  been  struck  by  the  fairness  and  by  the 
ability  with  which  he  placed  this  Bill  before 
us.  I  am  not  going  to  criticize  his  speech, 
but  I  wish  to  say  this :  that  if  it  is  imagined 
this  Bill  is  going  to  settle  the  Native  question 
we  shall  all  live  to  be  grievously  disappointed. 
This  Bill  does  not  touch  even  the  fringe  of  the 
question.  There  are  v£brious  things  in  connec- 
tion with  the  question  of  dealing  with  Native 
lands  which  this  Bill  does  not  touch,  and  which 
no  one  Bill  can  touch.  We  are  dealing  with 
a  race  that  is  not  increasing  in  numbers,  and 
that  cannot  possibly  equal  us  in  civilisation 
for  perhaps  centuries  to  come ;  and  we  must 
never  forget  that.  What  does  this  Bill  propose 
to  do  ?  We  are  told  by  the  Premier  that  this 
is  a  new  departure  in  legislation  dealing  with 
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the  Maoris.  I  shall  ahow  before  I  sit  down 
that  the  only  good  thing  in  this  Bill  is  oopied 
from  the  Native  Land  Administration  Act  of 
1886 ;  and  wherever  this  Bill  departs  from  that 
Act  of  1886  I  submit  it  is  not  fair  to  the 
Maori  people.  And  let  me  say  it  is  a  wholly 
wrong  thing  to  assume  that  land  cannot  be 
purchased  from  the  Maori  people.  The  Maoris 
are  only  too  anxious  to  s^  their  land.  The 
only  thing  that  has  stopped  the  acquisition 
of  land  in  New  Zealand  has  been  the  want 
of  money.  We  could  have  obtained  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  acres  of  lands  from  the 
Maoris  if  the  Qovernments  in  the  past,  and 
the  present  Government,  had  had  the  money 
to  go  into  the  market  and  buy  land  from  the 
Maoris,  and  pay  them  a  fair  price  for  it.  So 
far,  therefore,  as  any  statement  is  concerned 
tiiat  it  is  necessary  to  g^ive  the  Gbvemment 

Sower  to  coinpel  the  Maoris  to  sell,  I  altogether 
eny  that.  The  Maoris  are  only  too  willing  to 
sell  their  lands.  Now,  what  does  this  Bill 
propose  ?  I  shall  state  its  provisions  in  a  very 
few  words,  so  that  those  honourable  members 
who,  perhaps,  have  not  paid  attention  to  the 
Bill  may  clearly  understand  it.  The  Bill  pro- 
poses to  do  this :  It  proposes  to  issue  Proclama- 
tions over  parts  of  the  North  Island  in  which 
there  are  Native  lands.  These  are  proclaimed 
areas.  Once  that  area  is  proclaimed  Govern- 
ment can  send  a  Board  to  ascertain  the  actual 
vfljue  of  that  land.  Once  the  land-value  has 
been  ascertained  by  the  Boskrd,  then  the  Gh>- 
vemment  has  the  right  to  go  to  the  Maoris 
and  say,  ^*  You  must  elect  either  to  sell  this 
land  to  the  Crown,  or.  If  you  choose,  vou  can 
elect  to  dispose  of  it  under  the  Land  Act  of 
1892."  That  means,  practically,  leasing  it,  if  it 
is  pastoral  land,  and,  if  it  is  not  pastoral  land, 
then  leasing  It  on  what  is  termed  the  eternal 
lease,  or  selling  it.  These  are  exactly  the  two 
things  put  to  the  Maoris.  If  the  Maoris  do 
not  care  to  sell  the  land  or  lease  the  land,  then 
the  land  is,  like  Mahomet's  coffin,  hung  up, 
and  the  Maoris  can  do  nothing  with  it.  Thai 
is  not  put  clearly  in  the  Bill,  but  that  is  the 
meaning  of  it.  If  honourable  members  will 
refer  to  the  16th  section  of  the  Native  Land 
Purchases  Act  of  1892  they  will  see  there  is, 
as  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  pointed  out,  this  distinction  be- 
tween that  Act  and  this  Bill :  that  in  that  Act 
of  1892  the  Proclamation  was  only  valid  for 
two  years ;  but  now  the  Proclamation  becomes, 
like  this  eternal  lease,  eternally  valid,  unless 
the  Government  like  to  withdraw  it.  Those 
are  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  shortly  stated, 
— only  that  the  Government  are  not  bound  to 
give  uie  Maoris  cash,  but  can  issue  debentures, 
on  which  they  pay  8^  per  cent.  So  that  if  the 
Maoris  do  not  choose  to  sell  the  land  at  the 
price  fixed  upon  it,  and  do  not  choose  to  lease 
it  under  the  Land  Act,  then  they  can  do  no- 
thing with  their  land  whatever.  Those  are 
the  chief  provisions  of  the  Bill.  There  is  this 
other  provision :  that  in  the  land  not  within 
the  proclaimed  areas — that  is,  all  Maori  land — 
the  Government  has  the  right  of  what  is  called 
pre-emption:  that  is,  the  Maoris  oannot  sell 
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the  land  without  first  oflfeiing  it  to  tha  Qoyem- 
ment.  Those  are,  praotioally,  the  whole  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  There  are,  of  oourse, 
laheidiary  provisions,  such  as  this:  that  the 
majority  of  the  owners  in  number  if  their 
interests  are  not  ascertained,  or  one-hsJf  in 
value  if  their  interests  have  been  ascertained, 
can  compel  the  other  half  to  sell  the  land  to 
the  Government.  That  is  the  other  provision  of 
the  Bill.  There  is  no  provision  for  partition. 
It  has  been  said  this  is  a  new  departure.  In 
some  respects  it  is  not ;  in  some  respects  it  is. 
But  in  the  Native  Land  Administration  Act  of 
18B6  what  was  the  provision?  The  provision 
was  this :  If  the  Maoris  wished  to  sell  the  land 
they  were  bound  to  go  to  the  Government, 
and  to  sell  it  under  the  Land  Act  of  1885. 
Then  the  land  was  to  be  sold  by  auction.  The 
Maoris  could  then  get  the  best  price,  and  were 
not  bound  to  put  weir  land  under  this  stupid 
tenure  of  the  eternal  lease.  That  would  have 
been  far  fairer  to  them.  The  Act  of  1886  was 
&ur  fairer  in  another  direction,  because  it  said, 
if  the  owners  could  not  agree,  there  was  to  be 
partition,  and  the  owners  who  did  not  choose 
to  sell  had  their  land  separated  from  that  pos- 
sessed by  those  who  desired  to  sell.  Another 
provision  was  made  also  that  where  there 
were  a  large  number  of  owners  in  one  title 
they  could  elect  a  committee,  and  that  com- 
mittee could  €bct  for  the  owners  and  authorise 
the  disposal  of  the  land,  and  then  the  money 
would  be  carefully  looked  after,  and  the  rents  or 
other  moneys  distributed  to  them  through  the 
Audit  Office,  to  see  that  they  got  their  money. 
I  submit  that  the  Act  of  1886  was  fairer  than 
this  Act,  and  would  have  been  more  workable. 
It  would  not  have  been  so  drastic  as  many  of 
the  provisions  in  this  Bill,  and  it  provided  for 
settlement  in  a  better  way  than  this  Bill  pro- 
vides for  it.  In  saying  that  this  is  a  new  de- 
parture the  Premier  must  have  been  entirely 
forgetful  of  OUT  proposal  in  the  Act  of  1886.  So 
far  as  the  Act  of  1886  wsbs  concerned,  of  course 
it  was  repealed  shortly  afterwards,  but  up  to 
1888  the  Natives  did  not  come  under  it:  and 
I  doubt  very  much  if  for  two  years  the  Natives 
will  come  under  this  Bill.  As  far  as  that  is 
concerned,  there  is  nothing  to  compel  them 
to  come  in ;  they  may  do  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District 
said  they  have  a  right  to  do — they  may  say, 
*'  Taihoa;  we  will  delay,  and  delay,  and  delay," 
and  they  may  hang  the  thing  up,  and  there  is 
no  power  to  compel  them  to  do  otherwise.  So 
thia  Bill  is  not  a  settlement  of  the  Native-lands 
question,  nor  do  I  think  it  can  be  expected 
tnat  any  Government  will  bring  in  a  Bill  that 
vnll  lead  to  a  settlement  of  the  question.  We 
must  deal  tentatively  with  it,  we  must  deal 
escperimentally  with  it,  and  we  must  deal 
with  the  Natives,  knowing  their  prejudices, 
as  we  would  with  people  whom  we  wish  to 
vrin  over,  and  not  to  force.  There  are  some 
provisions  of  the  Bill  which,  I  think,  will  be 
altered,  and  I  only  wish  to  mention  one  that 
has  been  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Northern  Maori  District.  What 
Is  the  meaning  of  section  15  ?    What  does  it 


provide  ?  You  are  to  consider  the  land  that  the 
Maori  hae  for  disposal ;  and  what  are  you  to 
consider  sufficient  land?  You  are  to  consider, 
if  a  Maori  gets  25  acres  of  first-class  land, 
50  acres  of  second-class  land,  and  100  acres  of 
pastoral  land,  that  is  sufficient  for  a  Maori. 
Are  we  willing  to  apply  that  to  Europeans? 
Would  we  go,  for  instance,  to  the  districts  of 
Oamaru  and  Timaru,  or  other  parts,  and  are 
we  prepared  to  say  to  the  owners  of  the  large 
estates  there,  "You  shall  not  sell  and  you 
shall  not  lease  a  single  acre,  unless  you  do 
so  through  our  eternal  lease ;  and,  if  you  say 
you  are  entitled  to  have  some  land  for  yourself, 
the  only  area  you  shall  be  entitled  to  shall  be 
25  acres  of  first-class  land,  50  acres  of  second* 
class  land,  and  100  acres  of  pastoral  land  "  ? 
Were  such  a  Bill  proposed  in  this  House  by  any 
GK)vemment  it  would  be  at  once  declared  they 
were  that  class  of  people  for  whom  trustees  are 
appointed  in  this  Bill — called  lunatics.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District  is  qalte  right  in  objecting  to  that 
provision.  This  is  surely  insufficient  for  the 
Mcu^ris,  who  are  beginning  themselves  to  be 
sheep-farmers.  I  know  a  number  of  Maoris  who 
have  thousands  of  sheep ;  and  would  you  say  to 
them,  **  We  will  take  all  your  land  from  you, 
and  leave  you  each  a  hundred  acres  of  pastoral 
land,  and  that  will  be  sufficient  to  maintain 
you  "?  That  provision  will  have  to  be  changed. 
This  Bill,  I  submit,  therefore,  will  have  to  be 
altered.  I  do  not  object  to  the  provision  that 
the  Natives  should  be  compelled,  if  they  wish 
to  sell  or  lease  their  land,  to  do  so  through 
Government  officers.  But  I  submit  that  the 
Natives  ought  not,  under  this  or  any  Bill,  to 
be  forced  to  take  up  this  stupid  eternal  lease ; 
and  they  should  be  allowed,  if  they  desire  it,  to 
lease  their  lands  in  a  manner  similar  to  that 
in  which  the  West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves 
are  being  leased ;  and  we  should  give  them  the 
right  of  purchase  also.  If  they  choose  to  lease 
their  land  let  it  be  done  by  auction,  let  it  be 
open  to  all,  let  every  one  have  an  equal  right 
to  compete.  But  we  have  no  right  to  force  the 
Natives  to  come  under  our  own  Land  Act.  We 
should  give  them  the  same  right  as  the  PubUo 
Trustee  has  under  the  West  Coast  Settlement 
Beserves  Act,  and  also  under  another  BiU 
which  has  yet  to  be  considered — namely,  the 
Native  Reserves  Bill — and  then,  I  submit,  it 
will  be  fair.  If  you  do  that  I  believe  they  will 
come  to  see — once  they  get  their  lands  leased 
— that  their  land  has  not  wholly  departed  from 
them ;  that  it  may  come  back,  as  their  young 
people  desire  to  become  farmers  themselves; 
and  you  would  thus  provide  some  chance  of 
the  race  rising.  But  you  will  afford  no  chance 
of  the  race  rising  if  you  take  the  whole  of 
their  land  from  them  and  leave  them  with  25 
acres  of  first-class  land,  50  acres  of  second* 
class  land,  and  100  acres  of  pastoral  land. 
What  must  you  look  forward  to  the  Maoris 
becoming  ?  You  must  look  to  their  becoming 
farmers.  You  cannot  expect  them  to  be  able — 
although  they  may  in  some  cases — to  become 
manufacturers,  or  to  take  up  what  may  be 
termed  the  higher  walks  of  civilisation.    There 
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have  been,  and  will  be,  eome  mechanicB,  and 
flome  who  can  emulate  our  race  in  other  walk% 
bat  you  mast  expect  them  to  be  what  they  were 
in  the  past — a  pastoral  people.  They  ace  not 
eacpeoted  to  be  equal  to  us  in  the  higher  walks 
of  civilisation,  and  therefore  you  must  allow 
l^em  to  keep  even  larger  quantities  o£  land 
than  Europeans ;  and  it  is  therefore  absurd  to 
limit  them  to  these  small  areas.  What,  I  sub- 
mit, you  have  to  do  in  dealing  with  Native 
lands  is  this :  You  have  a  right  to  say  that  if 
tioieir  lands  are  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of  they 
must  go  through  a  certain  procedure,  and  are 
not  to  be  disposed  of  as  in  the  past.  I  think 
that  ^  is  right.  As  to  the  purchase  of  Maori 
land,  I  again  repeat,  there  is  no  dlfficultr^ 
injgetting  lands  provided  you  have  enough 
money  to  pay.  I  undertake  to  say,  if  you  placed 
half  a  million  at  the  disposal  of  the  Slative 
Land  Office,  you  could  buy  half  a  million's  worth 
of  land  to-morrow,  if  ic  were  sold  at  such  a 
value  as  is  proposed  in  this  Bill.  It  is  not  the 
want  of  land,  but  the  want  of  money  to  spend 
in  purchasing  it,  that  has  interfered  with  the 
purchase  of  land  in  the  past.  I  shall  not  deal 
with  the  other  details  of  the  Bill,  because  I  am 
on  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee,  and  have 
noted  on  my  copy  a  great  number  of  altera- 
tions— I  do  not  mean  to  say  they  touch  the 
main  part  of  the  Bill ;  and  I  shall,  no  doubti 
have  an  opportunity  on  the  Committee  of  deal- 
ing with  l^em. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— Sir,  I  have  a  few 
words  to  say  on  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  There  is  no  use  opposing  the  second 
reading,  as  it  will,  no  doubt,  go  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee.  But  I  do  think  one  is 
justified  in  entering  a  protest  against  the 
course  which  is  being  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  an  extent  I  have  never  known  before 
in  this  House— that  is,  the  course  of  legislation 
by  Committees.  We  have  Bills  put  before  us 
without  proper  consideration ;  we  have  them 
sent  to  a  Committee,  and  they  come  back  from 
ihe  Committee  with  the  title,  and  perhaps  the 
title  only,  unamended.  We  have  been  deal- 
ing with  a  very  important  Bill  on  the  Native 
Anairs  Committee  for  days  and  days,  with  the 
result  that  we  are  making  something  of  a  Bill 
which  was  simply  unworkable  as  it  came  to 
OS ;  and  it  is  now  very  difficult  to  say  how 
much  is  Bill  and  how  much  is  amendment,  and 
I  believe  there  is  quite  as  much  amendment 
as  Bill,  if  not  more.  Now  we  have  tiiis  Bill 
to  be  read  a  second  time,  and  to  go  to  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee— a  Bill  which  has 
not  been  carefully  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment, for  if  it  bad  been  drafted  by  the  Na- 
tive member  of  the  Executive  I  do  not  think 
it  would  have  been  in  this  form ;  and  I  think 
I  must  have  misunderstood  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  who  introduced  it,  when  he  attributed 
the  authorship  of  the  Bill  to  that  honour- 
able gentieman.  In  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  the  Minister  of  Lands  said 
he  had  no  desire  to  do  the  Natives  an  in- 
justice—  that  if  the  Natives  handed  their 
luid  to  the  Government  under  the  Land  Act 
they  would  have  an  assured  income.  If  it  is 
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handed  over  under  the  Land  Act  it  wiU  b* 
leased  for  909  years,  at  4  per  cent.  There  ia  » 
provision  in  this  Bill  that  if  it  is  handed  oves 
the  Government  shall  take  from  the  blook 
sufficient  land  to  pay  for  the  expense  ol  Um- 
survey  and  of  roadmg.  That  in  itself,  as  oom» 
pared  with  the  value  of  ordinary  land,  will  be  m 
very  lajrge  proportion  of  the  whole,  and  will  b* 
simply  confiscated,  while  the  remainder^  of 
which  the  Natives  will  receive  the  rents,  wi]^ 
bring  in  some  nominal  amount,  which  wlU  in  no. 
sense  rewesent  an  income  of  value,  or  anything 
like  a  value  representative  of  the  l^ds  titiey  are 
parting  with.  The  honourable  member  for  In*> 
ngahua,  in  speaking  just  now,  put  the  oaia 
very  plainly.  One  of  the  Ministers— I  think  ii 
was  tne  Pn»mier — stated  that  this  was  on  the 
same  lined  as  the  Land  for  Settiements  Act  of 
last  year.  AU  I  can  say  is,  let  any  Minister 
try  to  bring  down  a  Bill  to  deal  with  European 
lands  in  the  same  way  as  this  Bill,  and  he  wili 
very  soon  hear  enough  about  it.  No  Minister 
would  dare  to  propose  such  a  thing.  The  Bill 
is  unjust  from  start  to  finish.  To  start  with 
the  interpretation  clause,  all  Native  leuad  whioh 
has,  or  which  has  not,  passed  through  the 
Land  Court,— land  held  under  every  description, 
of  titie, — comes  within  the  scope  of  this  BilL 
None  of  these  lands  escape  from  the  eSeota 
of  this  Bill.  Then,  we  are  told  that  the  value 
of  the  land  is  to  be  assessed  by  a  Bosfd.  But 
what  sort  of  a  Board  ?  Three  Government  offi- 
cials and  two  Natives ;  and  one  of  the  Govern- 
ment officials  is  to  have  a  casting-vote,  so  that 
if  only  two  of  the  Government  officials  and 
the  Natives  are  present  the  Natives  are  de- 
feated. The  Natives  are  only  put  on  the  Boascl 
for  the  sake  of  ornament,  for  there  is  no 
chance  of  their  being  any  use  in  the  matter. 
And,  Sir,  it  is  a  most  objectionable  thing  thnt 
Civil  servants  —  I  am  not  saying  anything  in 
disparagement  of  the  Civil  servants,  but  they 
are  under  the  control  of  the  Minister  of  the 
day — ^it  is  most  unfair  that  men  in  an  official 
position  should  be  plaoed  in  a  position  where 
the  responsibility  would  devolve  upon  them  of 
defining  the  value  of  large  areas  of  land,  and 
dealing  with  matters  of  such  nu^pnitude  as  9^ 
pear  here.  This  function  is  more  of  a  judicial 
character.  Decisions  on  such  lar^e  questions 
as  this  should  be  left  to  some  mdependant 
officer  who  would  not  be  under  the  control  ol 
the  Ministry  of  the  day.  Then,  the  alteznative 
that  is  given  to  the  unfortunate  Natives  ia 
this :  They  must  either  sell  at  the  price  fixed 
by  this  official  Board,  or  else  consent  to  their 
land  being  leased  for  999  years  at  4  per  oenk 
That  is  the  alternative.  Can  the  members  of 
the  Government  say  that  this  is  a  fair  prin- 
ci]fle  ?  To  make  it  fair,  you  want  to  have  n 
third  alternative,  to  this  effect :  **  or  to  dispoea 
of  such  land  by  sale  or  lease  to  any  pemn 
whomsoever,  at  a  price  not  being  lesa  than 
that  fixed  by  the  Board."  Are  the  Natives  tp 
be  forced  to  accept  5s.  from  the  Government 
when  I  can  give  Ts.  6d.  for  their  land  ?  la 
that  fair  ?  Why  should  we  interfere  with  their 
lands  in  a  way  tiiat  nobody  would  dare  to  inteiK 
fere  with  European  lands  ?    Then,  with  regard 
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%0  being  on  fhe  ssme  footing  witb  our  Lttnd 
ioT  Bettlements  Act  of  last  year,  '*  eleotion  "  in 
4SAb  Bill  means  a  form  which  may  be  signed  by 
one  or  more  people,  Native  owners,  agreeing  1k> 
KAie  of  the  two  courses  set  forth.  A  oanvaBser 
for  the  sale — I  think  that  term  fits  the  occasion 
--getB  a  signature  of  one  of  the  owners  here, 
«tta  another  signature  yonder.  To  take  a  paral- 
lel ease  among  Europeans,  he  goes  to  farmer 
Ko.  1,  who  agrees  to  this,  and  to  fanners  Nob. 
S  and  5 :  we  will  suppose  them  to  be  in  a  district 
xd  8oath  Canterbury.  He  succeeds  in  getting 
iialf  the  owners  to  agree  to  sell  to  the  Govem- 
tnent  at  a  fixed  price,  and,  if  the  policy  of  the 
Bill  is  applied  to  the  case,  then  the  Govern- 
ment cain  compel  every  other  one  of  these 
farmers,  or  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  the 
^nd  in  that  district,  whether  they  are  willing 
^  do  so  or  not,  to  take  the  Government  price, 
«nd  the  Government  can  remove  them  from 
iheir  lands.  The  Bill  is  really,  in  its  present 
'4orm,  too  absurd,  regarded  from  a  European 
standpoint,  to  he  worthy  of  criticism.  If  honour- 
able members  turn  to  the  end  of  clause  9,  on 
the  top  of  page  6,  they  will  find, — 

**  Trustees  for  infants,  lunatics,  or  others 
imder  any  disahility  may,  on  behalf  of  such 
persons,  and  notwithstanding  the  terms  of  the 
trust,  make  such  eleotion,  and  any  election  so 
made  shall  be  binding  on  such  persons  and  be 
valid  as  if  expressly  authorised  by  the  trust." 

Then,  a  little  lower  down, — 

"The  Order  in  Council  may  be  registered 
tmder  *  The  Deeds  Registration  Act,  1868,*  m 
the  Deeds  Registration  Office  for  the  district 
within  which  the  land  is  situated,  if  the  land 
is  subject  to  that  Act,  and,  if  not,  then  the 
Order  in  Council  may  be  registered  under  *  The 
Land  Transfer  Act,  1885,'  as  if  the  same  was  a 
Tftlid  transfer  to  Her  Majesty,  and  the  District 
Land  Registrar  shall  cancel  all  entries  on  the 
register  affecting  or  relating  to  the  title  to  such 
land." 

Purther  down,  in  olause  11,  if  the  election 
oomes  under  the  Land  Act : — 

*'  Such  Order  in  Council  shall  vest  the  land 
in  Her  Majesty,  subject  to  the  trust  aforesaid, 
but  freed  and  discharged  from  all  estates, 
olsims,  charges,  rights,  and  interests  therein." 

If  the  Natives  elect  under  this  law  to  bring 
%heir  land  under  the  Land  Act,  and  lease  it 
•fn  this  manner,  those  Europeans  who  have 
Tftlid  leases  for  long  terms  will  be  forced  to 
give  up  those  leases,  or,  rather,  those  leases  are 
absolutely  cancelled.  That  is  what  the  Bill 
'proposes.  No  doubt,  provision  is  made  later 
on  in  the  Bill  that  some  consideration  shall 
be  paid  for  this ;  but  I  say  that  if  a  man  has 
a  valid  and  proper  lease,  putting  him  in  occu- 
•pntion  of  the  land  for  a  definite  period,  the 
^vemment  have  no  right  whatever,  without 
bis  consent,  to  interfere  with  his  rights,  and 
eompulsorily  to  turn  him  off  his  land.  It  ha^ 
been  suggested  to  me  that  there  can  be  no 
valid  lease  of  proclaimed  land.  There  can 
<be  no  valid  lease  after  land  is  proclaimed; 
'but  the  Government  here  take  power  to  pro- 
claim land  anywhere  covering  ground  which 
is  now  held  under  lease:   at   least,  that  is 


iiow  I  read  the  Bill.  Now,  I  think  the  most 
inequitable  portion  of  the  whole  Bill  is  to  be 
found  in  the  latter  portion  of  clause  12,  which 
says,  "  and  such  instrument  so  execut^  shall 
bind  all  the  owners  of  such  land,  and  all  other 
persons  whomsoever,  whether  infants,  lunatics, 
or  other  persons  under  any  disability,  and 
'whether  assenting  to  or  dissenting  from  such 
conveyance  or  surrender."  There  is  one  thing 
the  Minister  may  make  himself  perfectly  satis- 
fied about — ^that,  unless  this  Bill  is  so  amended 
by  the  Native  Affairs  Conimittee  as  to  be  per- 
fectly unrecognisable  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, it  will  never  pass  through  this  House  this 
session,  or  any  other  session. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.  — I  should  have  ex- 
pected from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
]U8t  sat  down  that  he  would  view  this  Bill  in 
some  spirit  of  fairness.  On  the  present  occa- 
sion he  seems  to  have  considered  it  his  duty  to 
find  nothing  but  fault  in  this  Bill.  He  com- 
menced by  objecting  to  the  Government  sui^ 
veying  or  reading  Native  lands,  and  he  tola 
the  House  that  it  would  be  a  great  injustice  to 
the  Natives,  and  that  very  little  would  be  left 
to  them  if  this  were  done.  I  need  only  point 
out  to  him  that  the  Government  are  going  to 
do  exactly  the  same  with  the  Cheviot  Estate. 
They  are  going  to  survey  and  road  that  estate 
and  then  charge  the  cost  of  that  to  those  who 
purchase  the  land.  And  why  should  they 
not  do  the  same  to  the  Natives  ?  In  this  case 
they  are  treating  the  Natives  as  they  are  now 
proposing  to  treat  persons  who  are  about  to 
settle  on  the  Cheviot  Estate.  There  is  no  in- 
justice whatever,  and  no  difference  between  the 
treatment  of  the  Natives  and  the  treatment  of 
the  Europeans.  He  went  on  to  say  that  the- 
whole  Bill  is  unjust  from  beginning  to  end.  I 
see  nothing  whatever  unjust  in  it.  I  may  be- 
mistaken,  but  I  take  a  very  different  view  tcom^ 
his.  Then  he  went  on  to  object  to  the  Board. 
There  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  him  to  some- 
extent.  I  think  there  are  certain  Civil  servants 
who  are  being  placed  on  too  many  Boards.  I 
think  it  would  be  better  if  some  of  those  Civil 
servants  were  not  upon  as  many  Boards  as  they 
are.  I  believe  it  would  be  much  better  if 
persons  outside  the  immediate  control  of  the 
Government  were  appointed  to  such  Boards 
as  these.  At  the  same  time,  I  believe  that  at 
least  some  of  these  gentlemen  should  be  on 
the  Board,  such  as  the  Surveyor-General.  Of 
course  this  is  merely  a  Committee  objection. 
And,  so  for  as  the  Bill  goes,  it  provides  that 
the  Board  shall  appoint  competent  valuers,  so 
that  the  Board  itself  does  not  value  the  land. 
It  employs  valuers,  and  the  Board  must  take 
all  the  necessary  precautions  to  see  that  the 
valuers  "Rx  a  fair  and  reasonable  price  on  the 
land.  So  far  as  the  objection  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  the  Board  goes,  it  has  not 
very  much  weight.  Now,  in  reference  to  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke*s 
Bay,  he  should  be  an  authority  on  subjects 
of  this  kind.  He  commences  by  using  a  term 
Which  is  often  used  in  the  House.  He  says  we 
should  ** trust  the  people."  That  has  been  a 
very  common  term  in  the  House  during  the- 
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past  week.  What  did  the  honoarable  gentle- 
man mean  in  this  case  ?  I  presume  he  meant 
that  Vie  should  trust  the  Natives  in  the  hands 
•ol  the  land-speculators  and  sharpers,  so  that 
they  might  rob  them  just  as  they  have  been 
doing  during  the  last  thirty  years.  He  went 
on  to  say  that  experience  should  show  us  that 
they  were  not  plundered  of  their  lands:  but  X 
say  that  when  the  Natives  dealt  with  the  land- 
speculators  very  little  of  the  money  paid  for 
their  lands  ever  reached  their  pookete.  Then 
he  went  on  to  say  that  he  would  treat  the 
Natives  as  ourselves.  Very  well ;  that  is  just 
what  this  Bill  proposes  to  do.  This  is  not  a 
Bill  introduced  to  sell  land  in  any  sense,  so  far 
as  I  can  read  it.  It  is  only  fair  and  reasonable 
that  if  the  Natives  decline  to  part  with  their 
lands,  or  to  sell  them  to  the  Qovernment  or  to 
any  one  else,  they  should  be  treated  exacti^  as 
ourselves  and  be  under  the  same  laws.  That 
is,  I  presume,  what  it  is  going  to  lead  up  to, 
because  the  Natives  must  make  this  decision : 
They  must  either  be  prepared  to  use  their  lands 
and  be  taxed  on  their  lands  the  same  as  Euro- 
peans, or  be  prepared  to  sell  them  or  dispose  of 
them  in  some  other  way.  That,  I  believe,  the 
Natives  are  beginning  to  realise,  and  I  have 
heard  the  Native  members  say  time  after  time 
in  this  House  that  they  were  prepared  to  do 
so  as  soon  as  the  restrictions  were  taken  ofi  the 
lands;  and  I  presume  that,  as  soon  as  this 
law  is  brought  into  force,  in  any  case  where  the 
Natives  decline  to  sell  the  restrictions  will  be 
removed,  and  they  will  be  subjected  to  the 
same  local  taxation  as  are  Europeans.  Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  advocate 
a  most  extraordinary  system  of  dealing  with 
Native  lands.  I  was  astonished  when  I  heard 
the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks.  He  said 
he  would  employ  a  number  of  Native  Land 
Court  Judges.  He  would  begin  what  might  be 
called  a  working-backward  system :  he  would 
place  these  men  out  in  the  country,  where  they 
would  deal  with  the  lands  in  a  small  circle 
round  them ;  they  would  commence  to  work  a 
backward  system.  It  would  take  a  thousand 
years  to  settle  these  lands  in  that  way.  I  was 
astonished  at  the  honourable  gentleman's  re- 
marks. I  suppose  he  had  to  say  something 
as  far  as  he  could  to  find  fault  with  the  Bill, 
and,  as  he  could  see  nothing  very  objection- 
able in  it,  he  must  necessarily  ridicule  it  in 
some  way  or  another.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Eden  seemed  to  attach  consider- 
able importance  to  what  he  termed  **  the 
threats  of  the  Minister  in  reference  to  the 
Natives."  Now,  Sir,  I  listened  very  carefully 
to  what  the  Minister  said  when  introducing 
the  Bill,  and  I  failed  to  hear  one  word  which 
might  in  any  way  be  termed  a  threat.  He 
merely  pointed  out  to  the  Natives  the  position, 
^sailing  their  attention  to  the  responsibilities 
that  attached  to  their  ownership  of  land,  and 
telling  them  that  they  must  face  the  inevit- 
able— that  they  must  face  the  responsibilities 
attaching  to  the  ownership  of  land,  either  by 
cultivating  it  or  by  using  it  in  such  a  way  as 
not  to  retard  settlement.  In  dealing  with  a 
Bill  like  this  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  am  afraid  it  is 
Mr,  B.  Thompson 


,  to  be  treated  in  a  similar  manner  to 
other  Bills  introduced  in  this  House :  that  ia» 
it  will  be  treated  from  a  party  point  of  view* 
and  the  honourable  gentlemen  sitting  on  the 
Opposition  benches  will  fail  to  discover  any^ 
thing  good  in  it,  and  they  will  do  all  they  can 
to  turn  it  to  ridicule,  and  prejudice  the  minds 
of  the  Natives  against  it.  I  have  seen  thftt 
over  and  over  again  during  the  last  six  years 
in  this  House.  No  matter  what  Bill  is  brought 
in  by  the  Government  occupying  these  benches, 
the  Opposition  always  consider  it  their  duty 
to  abuse  that  Bill.  I  should  be  sorry  if  anvi^ 
thing  of  that  kind  should  happen  to  this  Biu. 
I  do  not  think  the  passing  of  such  a  Bill — ^if 
it  is  possible  to  pass  such  a  Bill — will  enable 
Natives  to  deal  directly  with  their  lands,  but  it 
will  save  them  from  plunderers  and  speculator8» 
and  it  will  do  more  to  settle  the  North  Island 
tidan  all  the  Bills  we  have  been  tinkering 
with  here.  I  say  such  a  Bill  will  do  more  to 
give  employment  to  workmen  in  this  Island  in 
clearing  bush-lands ;  it  will  promote  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  and  by  t^ese  means  bring 
about  such  a  state  of  prosperity  as  we  have  not 
yet  had  in  this  Island.  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of 
the  colony,  that  every  member  in  this  House 
will  do  his  best  to  improve  this  Bill  where  it  re- 
quires improving,  and  put  it  into  the  best  pos- 
sible shape,  so  that  justice  may  be  done  both  to 
the  Natives  and  to  the  colony.  The  Bill,  so  far 
as  I  can  see,  is  one  altogether  beyond  party 
politics,  and  it  should  not  be  approached  from 
a  party  point  of  view.  Every  one  who  occupies 
a  seat  in  this  House  should  be  deeply  interested 
in  the  passing  of  such  a  Bill  as  this,  and  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  see  any  attempt  to  post- 
pone its  pfiissing.  The  condition  of  the  Natives 
throughout  this  North  Island,  as  is  well  known 
by  those  who  have  liv^ed  among  them,  is  sonie- 
thing  to  be  deeply  regretted.  In  many  dis- 
tricts the  Natives  are  possessed  of  large  areas 
of  first-class  country,  from  which  they  derive 
no  income  whatever.  They  do  not  cultivate 
the  land,  which  is  mostly  covered  with  bush. 
It  is  lying  waste,  and  the  Natives  are  in 
such  a  condition  of  mind  that  they  are  afraid 
to  deal  with  any  one  in  land.  They  have  a 
suspicion  of  every  one  who  approaches  them 
in  reference  to  their  lands,  owing  to  many 
transactions  that  have  taken  place,  and  whicB 
were  not  such  as  they  ought  to  have  been. 
Q^hey  look  upon  every  person  who  approaches 
them  as  a  person  who  wishes  to  take  advantage 
of  them.  If  a  Bill  such  as  this  were  passed,  it 
would  do  away  with  that  class  of  speculators, 
and  would  tend  to  bring  the  Natives  and  the 
Government  together  in  such  a  way  that  it 
would  in  a  short  time  settle  the  Natives'  minds, 
and  they  would  find  it  was  to  their  advantage 
to  bring  large  areas  of  their  lands  under  the 
operation  of  this  Bill.  Of  course  it  is  not  in- 
tended to  in  any  way  interfere  with  Native 
lands  that  are  occupied,  but  only  with  the 
waste  lands  which  are  of  no  use  to  &e  Natives. 
So  far  as  I  read  this  Bill,  it  is  optional ;  there 
is  nothing  compulsory  in  the  measure,  so  far  as 
I  can  see,  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  The 
Natives  have  the  option  of  deciding  by  election 
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whether  they  will  sell  oc  not.  The  quefition  of 
introdacmg  the  three-fifths  into  the  Bill  is 
merely  ft  Oommittee  question.  This  is  really 
a  protective  measnre.  If  this  Bill  is  passed 
through  the  House  with  several  amencuodents 
that  are  necessary,  I  believe  it  will  really  pro- 
tect the  !Natives,  and  prevent  them  from  being 
treated  as  they  are  treated  at  the  present  time. 
The  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  alluded 
to  the  smallness  of  the  area  of  land  which  it 
was  proposed  to  retain  to  the  Natives.  Well, 
of  course  that  is  the  minimum. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— That  is  deemed  to  be  a 
sufficient  maximum. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— I  do  not  consider  that 
it  is  sufficient.  I  think  the  greatest  care  should 
be  taken  to  see  that  the  Natives  retain  in  their 
hands  ample  lands  for  their  own  use.  There 
should  be  no  attempt  to  take  land  from  the 
Natives  where  there  is  any  possibility  of  its 
being  required  for  their  own  use.  They  should 
be  fiJlowed  to  retain  it;  and,  in  fact,  if  the 
Natives  would  cultivate  their  lands  the  same  as 
Europeans,  I  would  not  interfere  with  them  at 
all.  If  the  Natives  would  do  that,  and  would 
place  sheep  upon  the  large  areas  of  land  they 
possess,  I  ^ould  be  inclined  to  place  them  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  Europeans.  It  is  only 
where  the  land  is  lying  unoccupied  that  this 
Bill  should  have  application.  I  look  upon  the 
Bill  entirely  as  a  machinery  Bill.  In  my 
•opinion,  if  the  Bill  were  put  on  the  statute- 
book  even  in  its  present  shape,  it  could  do  no 
harm  to  the  Natives,  and,  unless  they  choose 
to  agree  to  sell  their  land  to  the  Government, 
they  should  not  be  compelled  to  sell.  The 
matter  rests  entirely  in  their  hands.  If  the 
Natives,  in  making  their  election,  decide  to 
sell  their  land,  I  do  not  see  why  they  shoul^ 
not  be  allowed  to  sell  it,  and  I  think  a  pro- 
vision should  be  put  into  the  Bill  to  this  effect. 
The  proposal  to  invest  half  of  the  money  for 
their  b^efit  with  the  Public  Trustee  is,  I 
think,  a  very  wise  one.  The  greatest  fault  in 
our  legislation  hitherto  has  been  that  the 
money  has  been  paid  direct  to  the  Natives 
themselves,  and  it  has  very  soon  disappeared, 
and  ha>3  done  them  very  little  good.  Provision 
is  made  in  the  Bill  for  the  Native  Land  Court  to 
define  the  ownership  of  the  land.  Every  pro- 
tection is  given  them  so  that  no  injustice  shall 
be  done  where  land  is  taken  under  this  Bill.  I 
do  not  object  to  the  Natives  leasing  their  land. 
My  impression  is  that  in  most  cases  it  would 
be  really  better  if  the  Natives  were  to  lease 
instead  ol  selling.  They  would  then  have  a 
perpetual  income.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  charging  the  expenses  of  opening  up 
these  lands  on  the  land,  I  do  not  agree  at  all 
with  the  view  taken  that  these  lands  are  not 
fit  for  settlement,  but  without  roads  it  is  im- 
possible to  dispose  of  them.  I  think  it  is  only 
fair  and  reasonable  that  the  money  spent  in 
opening  up  Native  lands  for  setlement  should 
be  charged  against  those  lands.  If  that  were 
•done  as  proposed  the  Natives  would  be  no 
losers  in  any  way.  The  provision  that  half 
the  purchase-money  may  be  paid  in,  so  that 
ihere  cannot  be  default,  is  a  very  wise  one. 


Then  I  come  to  the  point  where  the  Natives 
refuse  to  sell  their  lands.  I  presume  that  if 
they  do  so  they  should  be  placed  in  exactly  the 
same  position  as  the  European  landlord :  that 
is,  if  they  refuse  to  deal  with  the  Government 
and  to  sell  their  lands,  all  restrictions  should  be 
removed  from  the  land,  and  the  Native  owners 
should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
Europeans — they  should  have  the  right  to  sdl 
and  dispose  of  their  lands  as  they  choose. 

An  ELon.  Msmbeb. — That  is  not  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— I  say  it  should  be  in 
the  Bill.  It  can  be  put  in.  If  you  remove  8J1 
restrictions  from  those  blocks  of  land  the 
Natives  wiU  get  a  better  price  for  them  from 
those  who  purchase.  The  Government,  I  be- 
lieve, will  take  care,  in  anything  that  is  done, 
to  see  that  the  Natives  are  treated  fairly.  I 
would  be  the  last  to  advocate  anything  that 
would  inflict  an  injustice  on  the  Natives.  I 
say  distinctly  we  must  not  attempt  to  force  the 
Native  to  sell  his  land,  or  to  tax  his  land,  im- 
less  we  are  prepared  to  remove  restrictions 
from  that  land,  and  to  place  him  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  European.  If  we  do  that,  the 
objections  the  Native  has  to  sell  his  land  will 
very  soon  disappear,  and  the  Natives  will  in 
a  short  time  find  it  will  be  in  their  interests 
to  come  forward  and  offer  their  lands  to  the 
Government.  The  great  difficulty  the  Govern- 
ment have  to  face  is  to  remove  the  fears  from 
the  minds  of  the  Natives.  They  are  suspicious 
of  every  Government,  and  of  every  party, 
and  of  every  white  man.  They  have  been  so 
abused  that  I  feel  that  the  first  duty  of  the 
Gk>vernment  will  be  to  so  act  as  to  remove  this 
suspicion  from  the  minds  of  the  Natives,  and 
to  induce  them  to  act  in  their  own  interest ;  and 
to  take  every  precaution  to  see  that  any  money 
they  agree  to  pay  the  Natives  shall  be  actually 
paid  them,  or  that  it  shell  be  invested  for 
the  benefit  of  themselves  and  their  children, 
and  also  that  all  land-purchase  transactions 
shall  cease.  As  soon  as  the  Government  do 
that,  and  convince  the  Natives  that  they  are 
going  to  deal  fairly  and  justly  by  them,  I  be- 
lieve the  strength  of  mind  and  common-sense 
and  shrewdness  which  we  all  know  the  Natives 
are  possessed  of  will,  in  a  short  time,  lead 
them  to  accept  this  measure,  and  to  approach 
the  Government  and  plcbce  any  lands  they  do 
not  require  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government. 
I  tell  tiie  Natives  plainly  they  must  be  prepared 
to  be  treated  the  same  as  the  Europeans.  The 
Natives  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  Europeans.  They  should  be  freed  of 
all  disabilities,  and  placed  in  the  position  to 
do  what  they  please  with  their  land.  I  believe 
it  would  be  to  their  interest  to  deal  with 
the  Government,  and  I  think  they  would  feel 
satisfied  that  the  Government  would  see  to 
their  interests. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — As  this  Bill  is  going 
before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  I  do  not 
propose  to  make  any  lengthy  remarks  upon  it 
at  tiiis  stage ;  but  I  think  it  is  my  duty,  in  the 
interests  of  the  district  I  represent,  to  say  a  few 
words  before  the  second  reading  is  passed.  And 
here  let  me  say  I  have  no  desire  at  all  to  say 
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ohe  word  of  a  party  character.  I  iSibik  this 
Bill  should  b«  deaU  with  free  of  i^  smoh  feel- 
ing, and  solely  on  its  merits.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  made 
one  or  two  remarics  applying  more  to  lus  own 
district  than  to  the  other  districts  of  the  North 
Island.  These  remarks  referred  to  the  atti- 
tude of  the  Natives  to  the  Europeans  resid- 
ing amongst  them.  I  am  yety  glad  to  say 
that  my  experience  in  the  district  I  represent 
has  been  of  an  opposite  character.  The  im- 
pression the  honourable  gentleman  gave  to  the 
-  House  was  that  the  Natives  are  very  suspicious 
^f  the  Europeans  amongst  whom  they  live. 

Mr.  B.  THOBIPSON.  —  Sir,  I  ask  to  be 
allowed  to  make  a  personal  explanation.  I 
made  no  reference  whatever  to  the  Europeans 
-amongst  whom  the  Natives  resided.  I  only 
referred  to  land-speculators,  and  to  those  who 
approached  the  Natives  with  the  view  of  buying 
their  land. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  am  very  glad  indeed 
-to  bear  that  I  misunderstood  the  honourable 
gentleman's  remarks,  because  I  think  it  is  vety 
tmfortunate,  at  this  stage  of  the  colony's  his- 
tory, that  Europeans  settled  and  living  among 
the  Natives  should  be  regarded  in  that  light. 

Mr.  K.  THOMPSON.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  misunderstood  my  remarks. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— At  aU  events,  I  do  not 
think  I  misunderstood  the  honourable  gentle- 
man when  he  referred  to  the  Natives  as  being 
suspicious  of  the  Gk)vemment;  and  this  BiU 
must  necessarily  increase  that  suspicion  rather 
than  decrease  it.  I  have  made  tne  necessary 
inquiries  since  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands 
proposed  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and 
I  have  ascertained  that  the  measure  was  not 
interpreted  until  about  the  beginning  of  this 
month ;  and  I  am  given  to  understand  that  the 
Government  have  taken  no  steps  whatever  to 
make  its  contents  known  amongst  the  large 
number  of  Natives  in  the  North  Island  whom 
this  Bill  will  very  deeply  a£Eect.  Now,  I  en- 
tirely agree  with  the  remark  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  that  this 
House  should  give  this  subject  more  careful 
consideration  than  it  is  likely  to  receive,  for  the 
reason  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member. 
That  reason  was,  that  the  land  of  a  Native 
means  so  much  more  to  him  than  it  does  to 
the  European.  And  I  would  ask  the  Minister 
of  Lands — ^not  from  any  Opposition  point  of 
view,  but  from  a  fair  and  just  'point  of  view 
— does  he  think  it  right  that,  in  such  an  im- 
portant matter  as  this,  the  Natives  throughout 
the  North  Island  should  practically  be  without 
any  knowledge  whatever  of  a  BiU  which  will 
so  deeply  affect  them  as  this  measure  will  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— We  have  proof  that 
the  Natives  have  a  knowledge  of  it  by  the 
number  of  petitions  received. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.—"  By  the  number  of  peti- 
tions I"  These  petitions  possibly  mean  that  a 
garbled  account  of  the  Bill  has  reached  them, 
possibly  from  interested  points  Of  view,  as  to 
what  its  probable  effect  would  be.  I  understand 
that,  to  a  large  extent,  they  really  do  not  know 
the  ^oontents  of  the  Bill.  I  am,  however}  quite 
Mr,  Buchanan 


oonte&t  that  it  shcmld  go  before  the  Na^e 
Affairs  Committee,  to  be  dealt  with  there  by 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  special  know- 
ledge on  the  subject.  I  -say  again  that  the^o> 
vennnent  have  been  very  unfair  and  impolitic 
with  regard  to  this  Bill  in  failing  to  prepare  it 
at  an  earlier  date,  and  to  circulate  it  among 
the  whole  of  the  Natives  of  the  North  Island, 
RO  that  they  should  thoroughly  understand  it. 
Coming  baok  to  the  Bill,  the  Government  esti- 
mate,  I  understand,  is  that  they  cannot  affoid 
to  pay  more  to  the  Natives  than  about  ona- 
third  of  the  price  they  expect  to  receive  for  it 
when  surveyed  and  put  upon  <^e  market. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— And  roaded. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No ;  I  did  not  understand 
that.  And  this  is  the  general  estimate  of  the 
department ;  and,  taking  the  Commission  which 
is  proposed  to  be  set  up  in  the  Bill  for  the  pot- 
chase  of  these  lands,  I  think  when  a  settle- 
ment is  arrived  at  the  Natives  will  not  have 
very  much  for  themselves  out  of  the  whole 
transaction.  However,  that  is  a  matter  which 
will  be  decided  in  time  after  the  Bill  becomes 
law.  I  agree  also  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Inangahua  as  to  the  inadequacy  of  the 
reserves  it  is  proposed  to  make.  There  are  a 
number  of  Natives  in  my  district  who,  as  yean 
have  run  on,  have  assimilated  themselves  in 
their  habits  to  the  Europeans  among  whom 
they  live,  and  it  would  be  nonsense  to  think 
of  restricting  men  like  these  to  such  a  small 
acreage  as  this.  In  many  oases  they  ane 
making  good  use  of  the  land  they  occupy,  and 
I  am  sure  the  Native  members  will  not  allow 
this  clause  to  pass  in  its  present  form.  And  I 
would  also  say  that  the  Mmister  of  Lands  was 
wanting  in  consideration  for  the  Natives  when 
he  used  such  strong  language  in  proposing  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  To  such  an  extant 
did  he  do  this  that  the  Premier  found  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  get  up,  very  shortly  after 
the  honourable  gentleman  sat  down,  and  de 
his  best  to  explain  away  the  unfavourable  im- 
pression which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
created. 

Mr.  J.  MoSlENZIE.  — I  did  not  threaten 
them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man may  not  have  meant  to  do  so — ^I  do  not 
say  he  did— but  I  am  sure  that  the  House  felt 
he  was  putting  before  the  Natives  Che  absolute 
alternative  of  being  forced  by  the  strong  aon 
of  the  law  either  to  sell  or  lease  their  lands. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— It  was  a  iriendly  faint. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — I  think  the  hint  was 
that  they  would  have  to  accept  the  aJteznative 
of  being  hanged  or  drowned. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  want  to  be  honest. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Well,  to  be  honest  is  a 
very  good  trait;  but  I  should  like  to  see  the 
bludgeon  put  on  one  side,  and  the  remedy  ap- 
plied in  a  less  drastic  form  than  it  is  applied 
m  this  Bill.  Another  point  that  J  should  like 
to  touch  upon  is  that  the  members  of  the  Go^ 
vernment,  in  the  various  speeches  they  made 
during  the  recess,  were  eloquent  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  millions  of  acres  of  land  that 
are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Natives  in  the 
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North  Island.  I  should  he  vety  glad  if  I 
could  agree  with  the  flowery  picture  put  before 
their  various  audiences,  but  I  warn  this  House 
and  the  country  generally  that  the  quality  of 
the  land  and  its  fitness  for  settlemenc  have  been 
greatly  overestimated  by  the  members  of  the 
Qovemment  and  by  the  Press  of  the  colony.  I 
am  sure  that  the  land  already  in  the  hands  of 
settlers,  and  practically  settled,  is  by  much  the 
best-quality  land  we  have  in  the  North  Island. 
These  are  the  few  remarks  I  think  it  necessary 
to  make  at  the  present  time,  and  I  shall  probably 
have  more  to  say  upon  the  Bill  when  it  comes 
back  from  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 

Mr.  TAIPUA.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  some- 
thing to  say  on  the  Bill  now  under  discussion. 
Now,  there  are  certain  clauses  that  I  object  to 
in  this  Bill.  I  object  to  clauses  26  and  27.  I 
should  have  commenced  with  the  beginning  of 
the  Bill  and  taken  each  clause.  Now,  I  shall 
commence  by  saying  I  object  to  clause  2.  It  is 
quite  needless  for  me  to  read  each  clause,  for 
honourable  members  can  see  for  themselves, 
and  they  can  see  that  clause  2  is  a  very  objec- 
tionable one  in  its  character.  I  hope  the 
House  will  follow  me  in  the  clauses  that  I 
shall  state  my  objection  to.  There  are  a  good 
number  of  clauses  in  the  Bill  that  I  consider 
objectionable.  This  BUI  seems  to  me  to  be 
an  entirely  new  departure,  one  quite  different 
from  anything  that  we  have  had  heretofore. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  it  has  been  pro- 
posed to  take  away  our  lands  from  us,  and  to 
lease  them  for  999  years.    And  I  wish  to  ex- 

Eress  my  gratitude  to  the  Government  for 
aving  proposed  to  lease  our  lands  for  only  999 
years,  when  they  might  make  it  even  a  thou- 
sand years ;  and  this  is  why  I  feel  very  grate- 
ful to  those  honourable  gentlemen  for  Uie  only 
concession  which  they  have  made  to  us.  This 
is  the  first  time,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  that 
such  a  proposal  as  this  was  ever  made.  There 
is  another  novel  proposal  in  the  Bill,  which  is 
to  g^ve  minors  seventeen  years  of  age  the  right 
to  alienate  their  lands.  Hitherto  the  law  has 
been  that  children  must  arrive  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  before  they  are  fully  competent  to 
alienate  their  lands  or  to  give  leases  of  their 
lands,  and  such  a  proposal  as  this — to  give  power 
to  minors  to  alienate  their  lands — in  my  opin- 
ion is  most  unjust  and  most  unfair  to  the  Na- 
tives. I  have  never  before  listened  to  such 
speeches  as  have  been  made  by  the  Minister  of 
Lands  in  introducing  the  Bill,  and  by  the 
Premier.  The  Government  seem  to  be  actu- 
ated by  the  desire  to  get  hold  of  everything 
they  possibly  can.  They  wish  to  prevent  all 
other  persons  from  getting  any  land  at  all. 
They  seem  to  have  a  longing  desire  to  take  the 
lancU.  I  have  always  said  that  the  one  fault 
of  the  Government  system  of  purchasing  land 
was  that  the  Natives  did  not  get  a  fair  price  for 
it.  Hitherto  the  Government  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  necessities  of  the  Natives  and 
got  their  lands  from  them  at  very  insufficient 
prices — Is.,  or  68.,  or  6s.  an  acre,  sometimes. 
And  it  is  because  the  Government  have  not 
acquired  our  lands  in  a  proper  manner,  because 
Uiey  have  not  given  us  that  sufficient  price  for 
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them,  that  I  have  always  maintained  that  we 
should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  rates.  The 
Government  should  remember  the  disabilities 
under  which  the  Natives  live,  the  restrictions 
placed  upon  them,  and  they  should  be  very 
careful  how  they  act,  so  as  not  to  do  us  in- 
justice. It  is  affirmed  that  the  Natives  do 
not  contribute  to  the  cost  of  government. 
That  is  quite  erroneous,  and  I  have  frequently 
shown  that  it  is  erroneous.  It  is  proposed  to 
amend  this  Bill  in  the  hope  of  making  it 
more  workable,  but  I  cannot  undertake  to  do 
that,  because  no  answer  has  been  made  to 
the  Natives  who  have  recently  been  agitat- 
ing for  some  system  of  governing  themselves. 
Under  the  law  at  present  in  force  relating 
to  the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  the  Govern- 
ment can  proclaim  blocks  for  two  years :  under 
the  present  measure  they  propose  to  take  power 
to  proclaim  our  lands  for  all  eternity.  Sir,  I 
have  very  little  further  to  add  to  what  I 
have  already  said,  but  I  wish  to  urge  on  the 
Government  to  show  the  greatest  considera* 
tion  they  possibly  can  to  the  Native  people. 
Before  I  conclude  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks 
to  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  on  behalf  of  the  Natives  on  this  occa- 
sion this  evening.  I  allude  particularly  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay, 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura,  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Eden,  and  also  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua ;  and 
I  shall  feel  very  much  rejoiced  indeed  if  other 
honourable  members  will  deal  with  the  Bill 
in  the  same  spirit  as  these  honourable  gentle- 
men have  done.  And  I  am  also  grateful  to 
the  Government  for  referring  such  a  Bill  as 
this  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  But  in 
attending  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee  I  may 
say  I  am  acting  contrary  to  the  wish  of  the 
Native  chiefs  who  are  assembled  in  Wellington  ; 
the  Native  chiefs  here  in  Wellington  think 
it  would  be  far  better  for  mo  not  to  attend  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  when  dealing  with 
these  Native  measures. 
Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 

Eropose  to  occupy  more  than  a  few  minutes, 
ut  I  cannot  let  this  Bill  go  to  a  second  read- 
ing without  a  few  observations.  I  shall  first 
refer  to  a  remark  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden.  He  intimated  that  he 
thought  the  Opposition  were  given  to  obstruct- 
ing tiiese  Native  Bills,  and  that  practically 
they  considered  it  their  business  to  prevent 
Native  legislation.  Sir,  I  just  wish  to  say  I 
know  nothing  whatever  to  justify  such  a  state- 
ment. The  fact  is  that  the  Native -land 
question  has  been  one  that  has  been  dealt 
with  by  very  few  honourable  members  on  either 
side  of  the  House ;  and  I  think  that  at  the  pre- 
sent time  we  have  got  into  very  considerable 
trouble  from  the  fact  that  the  Government 
of  the  day  have  not  given  the  opportunity  to 
more  honourable  members  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  what  is  a  very  intricate  sub- 
ject. The  Native-land  legislation  of  the  past 
few  years  has  been,  I  think,  of  a  very  oppor- 
tunist character,  and  there  are  very  few  msn 
who  understand  much  about  it.    And  that  is 
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not  only  true  of  members  of  the  Honse,  but  it  is 
true  generally,  for  there  are  hardly  any  lawyers 
who  understand  the  Native -land  law  at  the 
present  time,  and  a  Icnowledge  of  the  question, 
intricate  as  it  is,  has  not  been  facilitated  by 
the  action  that  has  been  taken  in  this  House. 
Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  refer  to  myself  par- 
oularly,  but  for  a  man  who  has  been  as  I 
have  been  for  many  years  —  I  think  for  some 
fifteen  years  —  upon  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, and  who  has  some  knowledge  of  its 
affairs,  it  is  an  unfortunate  thing  that  one 
should  not  have  the  means  of  pursuing  Na- 
tive questions  in  the  best  manner  on  that 
Committee.  I  wish  to  say  also  with  re- 
gard to  Native  affairs  that  we  approach  them 
under  circumstances  of  very  great  difficulty. 
What  is  the  position?  We  have  no  Native 
Minister,  no  one  who  represents  either  to 
the  House  or  to  the  country  any  definite  view 
upon  Native  matters,  no  one  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  intricacies  of  Native  affairs  in  the 
past.  Sir,  the  position  is  an  extremely  un- 
fortunate one.  We  have  no  Chief  Judge  of  the 
Native  Land  Court  to  guide  the  Native  Land 
tribunal. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  is  away  at  present. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— He  has  been  away  for 
a  year  or  a  year  and  a  half,  and,  apart  from 
that,  he  is  a  man  fresh  in  that  position ;  and, 
in  addition  to  that,  there  is  no  one  now  acting 
as  Secretary  of  the  department ;  and  generally 
Native  matters  have  been  allowed  to  go  adrift 
for  some  time  back.  There  was  something 
quite  pathetic  in  what  fell  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District 
just  now.  He  said,  **We  petition  the  House 
and  we  bring  our  complaints  before  you,  and 
all  the  reply  we  get  is  that  Bill  after  Bill  is 
brought  do\«n  dealing  with  our  lands  and 
taking  them  from  us,  without  any  consulta- 
tion with  us."  And  I  think  the  Natives  have 
very  considerable  grounds  for  complaint  in 
that  they  were  not  consulted  with  regard  to 
this  Bill,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  session 
has  far  advanced  before  the  Bill  is  circu- 
lated. We  are  half  through  the  session  when 
a  Bill  of  the  most  far-reaching  character  is 
brought  down,  and  it  has  only  been  for  a  short 
time  circulated  among  the  Natives,  or  among 
Europeans  who  may  wish  to  judge  of  its  merits 
or  to  make  suggestions  with  regard  to  it.  I 
hope  mv  honourable  friend  opposite  will  tell 
us  whether  we  are  to  regard  him  as  Native 
Minister.  We  have  seen  him  acting  in  several 
capGicities,  and  to-night  it  was  an  extremely 
instructive  sight  to  see  him  taking  up  a  Native 
Bill  and  dealing  with  it  as  though  he  were  per- 
fectly familiar  with  the  whole  subject.  I  think 
this  is  not  a  right  position  for  the  House  to 
be  in.  I  have  a  great  respect  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  I  do  not  want  to  see  him 
?o  beyond  his  last,  like  the  proverbial  cobbler : 
want  to  see  him  stick  to  *'  Lands  "  while  he 
is  on  those  benches.  Not  that  our  own  land 
legislation  is  in  a  very  much  better  condition 
than  the  Native -land  legislation,  but,  still,  I 
think  that  if  he  sticks  to  European  land- 
laws  he  may  do  very  well.  But  I  do  not 
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think  he  is  anything  more  than  an  appren- 
tice, and  he  cannot  be  said  to  be  doing  more 
than  putting  a  'prentice  hand  to  these  Native 
affairs,  and  I  am  afraid  that  if  another  Bill  is 
placed  in  his  power  we  shall  find  a  good  deal  of 
confusion  in  connection  with  it,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  a  good  deal  of  amendment  in  it  in  the 
future.  The  Premier  also  has  treated  us  to- 
night to  a  dissertation  on  Native  affairs.  I  do 
not  think  that  other  honourable  members  aro 
much  wiser  for  that  dissertation — I  certainly  am 
not — than  they  were  before  he  started  :  though 
he  displayed  more  confidence,  or  less  diffidence, 
if  you  will,  than  the  Minister  of  Lands  in 
taking  it  up.  He  talked  in  a  very  light  strain 
of  this  Bill,  as  though  to  provide  a  settle- 
ment of  the  matter  was  not  difficult,  and  as 
though  he  knew  all  about  it.  Well,  first  of  all, 
I  must  say  he  was  very  unfortunate  in  the  way 
in  which  he  dealt  with  this  question  when  the 
Natives  met  him  some  time  back.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  whatever  that  this  Bill  deals  with 
the  compulsory  taking  of  Native  lands.  This 
Bill,  as  it  stands,  says  to  the  Natives,  '*  You 
must  take  your  choice  of  two  ways  of  dealing 
with  your  land :  one  is  to  sell,  and  the  other 
is  to  lease,  to  the  Crown ;  and,  if  you  do  not 
do  one  or  the  other,  we  vrill  simply  hold  a 
Proclamation  over  you."  That  is  the  position 
of  the  Bill  as  it  stands.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to 
make  a  few  remarks  about  the  Bill,  without 
going  at  any  length  into  details.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  Natives 
that  their  lands  to  a  large  extent  should  be 
alienated.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  the  Natives 
that  there  should  be  among  them  a  working- 
class.  It  is,  to  my  mind,  the  hope  of  the  future 
that  there  should  be  Natives  working  their 
way  like  Europeans  up  to  positions  of  wealth 
by  their  own  industry ;  that  we  should  put  the 
Natives  in  such  a  position  that  they  should  not 
fear  to  be  dependent  on  their  own  exertions ; 
that  they  should  not  be  sitting  still,  trafficking 
in  the  sale  of  their  lands  to  us.  And  at  the  same 
time  the  necessity  of  the  future  is,  that  this 
question  should  be  dealt  with  so  as  to  bring 
both  races  together  without  divisional  feeling 
and  with  good-will.  I  realise,  myself,  most 
thoroughly  that,  unless  this  question  is  dealt 
with  shortly,  we  have  very  considerable  trouble 
before  us.  There  is  no  question  of  larger 
importance  both  to  Europeans  and  to  Maoris 
than  this  question  of  Native  lands,  and  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  notwithstanding  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden,  that 
these  Bills  are  trifling  vdth  the  question,  and 
that  they  do  not  show,  and  cannot  show,  that 
knowledge  on  the  question  which  is  essential 
to  dealing  with  it  effectively.  Are  we  going  to 
take  the  Native  lands  by  force  ?  "  No,  cer- 
tainly not,"  the  Minister  says  at  once.  Are 
we  going  to  pursue  the  course  which  has  been 
indicated  by  some  of  the  public  prints,  and  in 
public  utterances,  sometimes  by  public  men — 
are  we  going  to  force  the  Natives,  by  a  sys- 
tem of  rating,  into  parting  with  their  lands? 
I  say  such  a  policy  as  that  will  not  work  out. 
I  hold  that  the  Natives  in  receiving  privileges 
must  also  accept  liabilities ;  but  to  force  upon 
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ihem  liabilities  before  yon  have  assured  them 
of  their  privileges  is  a  course  that  wiU  not 
work  out  fairly  or  justly.  That  is,  I  think,  a 
simple  axiom,  and  one  that  need  hardly  be 
laid  down.  Do  not  let  there  be  any  mistake 
about  it.  You  cannot  deal  with  this  question, 
as  you  are  trying  to  do,  in  a  sort  of  half-hearted 
way,  as  in  the  case  of  the  graduated  tax, 
where  your  object  is  to  break  up  the  lands  of 
certain  Europeans.  You  cannot  by  such 
means  force  the  Natives  to  dispose  of  their 
land.  That  is  not  the  way  to  approach  this 
question.  How  does  this  i5ill  propose  to  deal 
with  this  question?  It  puts— if  I  may  use 
a  familiar  illustration — the  cart  before  the 
horse.  The  first  thing  you  have  to  do  is  to 
ascertain  the  ownership  of  the  land.  You  can- 
not take  a  single  step  until  you  have  it.  And 
what  does  this  Bill  do?  It  entirely  ignores 
that.  It  starts  wich  taking  the  land.  The 
whole  policy  of  the  Government  with  regard 
to  European  and  Native  lands  seems  to  me 
to  resolve  itself  into  the  question,  Whose  land 
shall  I  take  ?  And  then  when  they  have  got  it 
they  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  it.  As  I 
said,  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  determine  the 
ownership  of  the  land.  The  second  thing  to 
do  is  to  survey  according  to  the  results  of  the 
investigation  that  decides  upon  that  owner- 
ship ;  and  then  you  may  determine,  in  accord- 
ance with  such  policy  as  you  may  lay  down, 
as  to  how  these  lands  may  best  be  distributed 
as  between  the  Natives  and  Europeans  in  the 
future — that  is,  whether  you  want  to  deal 
with  the  land  primarily  and  absolutely  through 
the  Crown,  or  whether  you  will  deal  with  it 
on  a  system  of  free-trade,  allowing  Europeans 
to  acquire  land  when  the  title  has  been  as- 
certained and  when  there  are  the  means 
of  acquiring  the  land  with  some  security  of 
tenure.  Our  whole  policy,  for  years  past,  has 
been  very  much  confused;  but  there  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  this  Bill  is  utterly 
valueless,  and  the  whole  legislation  bearing 
en  the  matter  that  you  are  bringing  down  this 
session  will  prove  virtually  valueless,  until 
yon  make  a  clean  sweep  of  your  present  Na- 
tive legislation  affecting  the  investigation  of 
titles  through  your  Native  Land  Court.  That 
legislation,  of  course,  started  in  1865.  I  do  not 
want  to  go  back  and  give  the  whole  history  of 
the  legislation,  but  it  has  been  a  subject  of  op- 
portunist amendment  from  time  to  time,  until 
it  has  been  so  overlaid  that  not  even  any  law- 
yer or  expert  in  Native  matters  in  the  country 
understands  that  legislation.  You  ought,  to 
my  mind,  to  set  to  work  a  Commission  of  two 
or  three  men  of  the  very  highest  quality :  not 
men  who  are  interested  in  Native -land  trans- 
actions—not such  a  Commission  as  we  had  a 
short  time  ago,  which  commanded  no  respect 
because  it  was  brought  about  by  interested 
motives — but  we  want  a  Commission  consist- 
ing of  the  highest  legal  talent,  coupled  with 
the  highest  expert  knowledge  of  Maori  title. 
When  I  say  you  have  to  sweep  off  the  old  legis- 
lation, I  should  not  like  it  to  be  imderstood 
that  I  think  there  can  be  any  absolutely  clean 
sweep,  because  there  are  complications  in  re- 


spect of  Native  lands  at  the  present  time  that 
involve  interests  which  must  oe  respected.  But 
to  do  this  you  have  to  get  a  law  upon  the  sta- 
tute-book under  which  a  good  Court  can  work, 
and  you  have,  as  I  have  said,  first  to  ascertain 
the  title,  secondly  to  get  the  land  surveyed, 
and  you  have,  at  the  same  time,  or  thereafter, 
to  determine  your  course  in  dealing  with  those 
lands  both  in  the  interests  of  the  Maori  and  the 
public.  Now,  what  have  the  Oovemment  been 
doing?  They  have  no  policy,  and  they  are 
not  likely  to  have  any  policy.  They  have  no- 
body among  them  who  has  any  definite  views. 
With  all  due  respect  to  my  honourable  friend 
opposite  (Mr.  Cadman),  I  may  say  I  have  never 
known  what  his  Native- land  policy  has  been. 
I  have  never  known  what  he  was  going  to  do, 
and  have  never  understood  the  Bills  which 
have  been  brought  down.  That  may  have  been 
my  stupidity.  But  I  say  we  want  a  Minister 
of  Native  Affairs  who,  in  regard  to  Native 
legislation,  will  accommodate  himself  to  the 
stupidity  of  men  like  myself.  No  one  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  subject  will  deny  that  the 
law  in  respect  of  Native  titles  is  in  great  confu- 
sion. Just  to  illustrate  what  I  mean  a  little  out 
of  this  Bill :  My  honourable  friend  the  Minis- 
ter of  Landq  approaches  the  thing  with  the 
lightest  heart  possible,  and  the  Premier  with  a 
still  lighter  heart,  and  he  talks  of  bringing  in  a 
law  affecting  Native  titles  which  has  no  rela- 
tion to  the  law  that  has  guided  the  ascertain- 
ment of  titles  in  the  past.  He  talks  of  quietly 
establishing  the  rule  of  numerical  majorities 
tyrannizing  over  minorities,  which  Ministers 
have  been  establishing  in  the  liquor  law. 
There  will  come  considerable  trouble  through 
adopting  that  principle.  Then,  we  have  here  a 
number  of  other  questions,  which  are  dealt 
with  in  a  way  which  shows  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  no  understanding  of  the  intricacy  of 
Native  titles.  Let  me  take  clause  12.  That  is 
a  clause  which  will  illustrate  what  I  mean. 
As  to  the  whole  question  of  Native  shares  in 
land,  any  one  acquainted  with  these  matters 
will  admit  that  probably  half  the  difficulties 
existing  on  the  East  Coast  and  elsewhere  turn 
upon  this  point  of  establishing  shares  in  land 
without  really  recognising  the  Native  customs 
and  laws  that  rule  the  apportionment  of  Native 
lands.  I  hope  the  Minister  who  represents  the 
Native  race  will  tell  us  what  he  thinks  of  this 
Bill.  He  has  been  very  silent  about  it.  I 
venture  to  think  that  if  he  supports  the  Bill 
as  it  stands  now,  and  if  he  does  not  at  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  take  care  that  the 
measure  shall  be  altered  very  considerably,  he 
will  have  very  little  chance  of  appearing  here 
again  as  a  representative  of  the  Native  race. 
I  am  not  going  to  trouble  the  House  with 
many  more  observations.  I  am  not  satisfied 
with  this  Bill.  I  am  content  that  it  should 
go  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  because 
the  Committee  might  unravel  some  of  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  measure ;  but  I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  Bill  cannot  become  law  in  anything 
like  its  present  shape.  Let  me  make  one 
other  criticism,  and  that  is  with  regard  to 
the  drafting.    I  do  not  know  who  drafts  these 
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Bills,  but  certainly  nothing  could  be  very  much 
worse  than  the  arrangement  of  this  Bill,  and 
the  general  difficulty  there  is  in  ascertaining 
its  meaning.  I  will  not  detain  the  House  any 
longer.  I  nope  that  the  honourable  mem- 
bers of  the  Native  race  here  will  take  good 
heart  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  and  that  they 
will  determine  to  make  it  something  which 
represents  their  views;  and  if  they  do  that 
they  will  find  plenty  of  people  in  this  House 
who  will  help  them.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
party  at  all.  I  am  sure  they  will  admit  that 
myself  and  others  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  dealt  with  this  question  in  an  earnest 
desire  to  serve  their  interests,  and  we  shall 
continue  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CADMAN. — I  intend  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  Bill ;  but  I  find  that,  owing  to  leaving 
it  so  long,  many  of  the  notes  I  have  made  have 
been  dealt  with  by  others.  We  have  had 
speeches  from  three  members  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, all  of  course  in  opposition  to  the 
Bill — perhaps  legitimately  so — and  all  express- 
ing different  opinions.  I  venture  to  say,  if  you 
took  all  the  North  Island  members  in  this 
House  and  asked  their  opinions  on  Native 
affairs  you  would  hardly  get  any  two  to  coin- 
cide. The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  thought  we  should  individualise  the  titles 
down  to  either  families  or  hapus.  We  might 
individualise  titles  down  as  far  as  hapus,  but  I 
do  not  think  the  Natives  could  afford  to  go  any 
lower  than  that,  because  anybody  who  knows 
anything  of  Native  matters,  especially  in  re- 
gard to  the  ownership  of  land,  knows  that  to 
individualise  titles  down  to  individuals  would 
in  surveys  alone  swamp  the  whole  value  of  the 
land.  Then  he  gave  us  his  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  Judges  of  the  Native  Land  Court.  He 
thought  that  a  large  number  of  Judges  should 
again  be  created,  and  that  they  should  not  do 
peripatetic  work.  Peripatetic  work  has  been 
done  away  with  by  the  present  Government. 
The  peripatetic  work  of  Judges  in  the  past  was 
done  at  the  time  when  his  Government  was 
in  office,  and,  with  respect  to  the  amount  of 
work  done,  I  say  unhesitatingly  that,  since  we 
have  abolished  five  Judges,  more  actual  work 
has  been  done  by  the  seven  Judges  than  was 
done  previously  by  the  twelve,  simply  because 
the  Judges  have  been  constajitly  at  work.  For- 
merly the  Judges  travelled  about  in  different 
districts,  and  they  arranged  with  the  Chief 
Judge  when  a  Court  was  to  be  held :  they  inti- 
mated to  the  Chief  Judge  that  the  sitting  of 
their  Court  would  probably  last,  say,  a  month, 
and  the  Chief  Judge  would  arrange  accordingly 
for  them  to  take  another  Court  somewhere  else 
in  a  month's  time;  but  perhaps  in  a  week's 
time  their  work  would  be  finished,  and  the  con- 
sequence would  be  that  the  Judge  and  some  of 
his  staff  would  be  virtually  idle  for  two  or  three 
weeks  out  of  a  month.  Under  the  present 
system  such  things  do  not  happen  to  nearly  the 
same  extent.  I  think,  as  far  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  concerned,  that  he,  at  least, 
should  have  said  nothing  about  peripatetic 
Judges.  With  respect  to  the  utterances  of  the 
other  members  of  the  late  Government,,  they 
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were  in  office  for  three  years,  and  why  did  not 
they  bring  in  a  measure  to  deal  with  this  8ub> 
ject  ?  The  present  Government  may  claim 
credit  for  having  taken  the  matter  in  hand. 
We  all  know  that  the  question  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  surplus  Native  land  is  a  burning 
question,  and  has  been  so  for  a  very  long  time  ; 
and  so,  whether  the  present  measure  is  workable 
or  not,  at  all  events  the  present  Government 
have  taken  the  matter  in  hand  and  endea- 
voured to  face  it  in  some  way  or  another.  We 
were  told  also  by  the  late  Native  Minister  (Mr. 
Mitchelson)  that  this  Bill  is  compulsory.  He 
said  he  was  going  to  show  how  it  was  oom- 
pulsory,  but  he  did  not  do  so.  To  my  mind 
one  of  the  weakest  spots  in  the  Bill  is  that 
it  is  not  compulsory.  Then,  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  gave  us  his  opinion  as  to  what  we 
should  do  first ;  and  his  idea  is  that  we  should 
determine  the  ownership  of  the  land  first.  If 
we  are  going  to  deal  with  Native  lands  in  any- 
thing like  the  manner  proposed  in  this  Bill, 
my  opinion  is  we  should  determine  the  value 
of  these  outside  surplus  lands  first.  We  should 
fix  the  value  of  these  lands  before  we  put  any 
roads  through  them  or  works  on  them  to  in- 
crease their  value,  so  that  we  may  not  have 
to  pay  .the  enhanced  price  occasioned  by  our 
putting  roads  and  works  on  them,  and  thus  in- 
creasing their  value  before  purchasing.  With 
reference  to  the  ^rice  paid  for  Native  lands^ 
I  do  not  agree  with  what  the  Premier  said* 
As  far  as  I  can  see,  the  Natives  have,  on  the 
whole,  been  paid  fair  prices  for  their  lands. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  land  in  the  back  coun- 
try, the  land  in  the  back  of  the  King-country, 
land  in  the  back  of  the  Taranaki  District,  or 
the  land  in  the  Uriwera  country,  where  it  is- 
inaccessible.  What  is  the  value  of  that  land 
to  any  one  to-day  ?  Two  or  three  shillings  pec 
acre  is  its  full  value.  But  if  we  were  to  put 
roads,  bridges,  railways,  and  post-  and  tele- 
graph-offices in  those  places  the  value  of  the 
land  would  be  considerably  increased;  and  if 
we  were  to  buy  it  we  should  have  to  pay  the 
enhanced  price  brought  about  by  the  ex{»endi- 
ture  of  the  public  money.  Therefore,  I  say^ 
in  dealing  with  the  Native  lands  under  tfaiis 
Bill  we  should  decide  to  value  the  land  before 
putting  an  enhanced  value  on  it  by  expending 
money  on  it,  which  would  necessitate  our  paying 
the  enhanced  price  to  the  owners.  Then,  again, 
with  respect  to  the  lands  required  to  be  dealt 
with  under  this  Bill,  the  Bill  does  not  propose 
to  deal  with  all  the  Native  lands  in  the  North 
Island.  The  proposition  is  to  take  lands  where 
they  are  supposed  to  be  urgently  required  for 
settlement,  and  where  they  are  unoccupied  and 
lying  idle.  There  are  several  blocks  of  this  cha- 
racter in  the  Auckland  District  which  I  could 
name.  There  is  a  block  called  the  Opuatia,  the 
lands  round  Te  Kuiti  and  Otorohanga,  also  land 
in  the  Kawhia  district.  There  are  in  various 
districts  elsewhere  blocks  of  land  suitable  for 
settlement  at  present  locked  up.  These  lands 
are  increasing  in  value.  Before  we  put  roada 
and  bridges  on  thorn  they  were  not  worth  more 
than  2s.  an  acre ;  now  the  Crown  could  not  buy 
them  under,  I.  suppose,  £1 10s.  or  £2  an  acre.. 
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If  we  are  going  to  deal  wifch  Native  lands  nnder 
this  Bill  we  mast  be  prepared  to  deal  with  these 
lands  before  we  put  roads  and  bridges  on  them 
to  enhance  the  value  to  ourselves.  In  dealing 
with  this  question,  to  my  mind  we  have  two 
classes  of  Natives  to  deal  with".  We  have, 
first,  one  lot  of  persons  who  are  able  to  take 
«are  of  themselves.  Many  of  them  appear 
dowif  here  in  Wellington  every  year,  and  tell 
us  distinctly  they  are  able  to  look  after  them- 
selves ;  and  from  what  one  sees  of  the  Natives 
travelling  about  the  country  one  feels  that 
there  are  some  who  are  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves.  Then,  we  have  a  class  who  are  not 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  this  is  the 
class  whom  we  should  look  after,  and  whom 
it  is  the  duty  of  any  Government  to  look  after. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  Government,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  to  act  as  a  parent  to  these  people, 
to  be  kind  to  them,  and  to  be  firm  in  what 
we  do  with  them.  Look  at  the  amount  of 
money  paid  to  the  Natives  in  years  past.  How 
many  thousands  of  pounds  haipe  they  received ! 
juid  how  much  of  that  money  is  invested 
profitably  for  them  to-day?  Do  we  not  all 
know  that  nine-tenths,  and  probably  more,  of  it 
has  been  squandered  ?  The  Natives  who  have 
received  large  sums  of  money  from  the  Crown, 
and  from  private  individuals,  have  simply  lost 
most  of  it,  having  no  idea  of  the  value  of 
money.  With  respect  to  this  Bill  in  its  pre- 
sent shape,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  the  Natives, 
at  all  events,  have  no  cause  for  complaint. 
My  experience  of  Natives  has  been  that  they 
are  always  prepared  to  grumble  at  the  existing 
state  of  things.  They  have  nothing  them- 
selves to  propose,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
they  object  to  anything  and  everything  in- 
troduced by  the  Government  or  by  any  one 
else  on  their  behalf.  To  reduce  this  Bill  to 
practice,  we  should  start  with  the  assumption 
that  its  object  is  to  settle  the  surplus  lands 
of  the  Natives—the  lands  they  are  not  able  to 
use — lands  lying  unoccupied.  The  Bill  pro- 
poses to  set  up  a  Board  to  fix  the  value,  and  to 
allow  the  Natives  to  sell  at  that  value  or  throw 
their  lands  open  under  the  land-laws  of  the 
colony.  The  trouble  in  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion is  to  get  the  Natives  to  do  anything  at 
all.  My  experience  of  Natives,  on  the  whole,  is 
that  they  sit  down  and  do  nothing;  and  the 
trouble  is  to  move  them,  and  move  them  in  the 
right  way.  And  if  this  Bill  is  to  be  amended, 
as  probably  it  will  be,  by  the  Native  Affairs 
Oommittee,  it  will  do  a  great  deal  towards 
assisting  the  Natives  to  move  in  the  direc- 
tion we  require  them  to  move.  Of  course 
there  are  oojections  to  the  way  the  Bill  is 
drafted ;  there  are  objections  to  the  details  of 
tiie  Bill,  and  these  are  Committee  objections. 
I  could  raise  many  points  in  which,  I  think, 
the  Bill  might  be  suitably  amended,  but  as 
they  are  Conmiittee  objections  there  is  no  use 
in  going  into  these  details  now.  To  my  mind 
l^e  weak  point  in  the  Bill  is  that  there  is  no 
iiJtemative  proposal  for  the  Natives  interested 
to  sell  or  lease.  If  you  pass  the  Bill  in 
its  present  shape  as  regards  that  portion,  the 
Jlativea  will  simply  do  nothing,  and  nothing 


happens ;  and  the  Bill  therefore  in  that  respect 
will  be  a  dead-letter  until  amendment  is  made. 
Then,  there  is  a  clause  in  the  Bill  compelling 
the  land  to  be  brought  before  the  Native  Land 
Court.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  clause  would 
probably  be  better  in  some  other  Bill  than  this. 
However,  that  is  a  jnatter  of  opinion,  and  it 
is  a  matter  that  probably  the  Committee  will 
deal  with.  Then,  with  respect  to  the  pre-emp- 
tive right  taken  in  one  clause  of  the  Bill, 
objection  is  made  to  that  in  some  quarters,  and 
in  other  quarters  people  naturally  think  that 
the  Crown  should  take  the  pre-emptive  right. 
I  look  at  this  from  a  midway  point  of  view. 
With  respect  to  large  blocks  of  land  which  are 
required  for  settlement,  I  think  the  Crown 
should  have  the  prior  right  to  the  whole  of  it, 
because  the  Crown  can  deal  with  large  blocks 
of  land  and  cut  them  up  and  road  theiH  for 
settlement.  But  in  the  case  of  small  blocks, 
say  of  from  one  to  fifteen  hundred  or  two 
thousand  acres,  which  are  scattered  through- 
out the  country,  I  do  not  see  how  the  Crown 
can  deal  with  them.  It  is  hardly  worth  the 
Crown's  while  to  buy  small  areas  of  that  sort 
and  place  one  or  two  persons  on  them.  The 
whole  object  of  Government  and  of  Parliament 
and  of  the  country  is  to  get  settlement.  It  is 
not  worth  the  country's  while  to  deal  with  these 
small  blocks,  and  I  think  it  would  be  just  as 
well  to  allow  the  owners  to  dispose  of  them  to 
Europeans  in  their  own  way,  and  thus  achieve 
the  settlement  we  all  desire.  In  that  same 
clause  there  is  power  given  to  the  Board  which 
I  do  not  think  is  quite  proper.  That  can  be 
amended,  and  I  think  it  should  be.  The  object 
of  the  Board  is  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
land,  and  I  think  that  should  be  the  sole  object 
of  the  Board.  At  present  the  Board  can  say  to 
a  private  individual  whether  or  not  he  will  be 
allowed  to  purchase  a  certain  piece  of  land.  The 
result  of  that,  reduced  to  practice,  will  be  that 
one  individual  will  be  told  that  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  want  the  land  and  that  he  can 
buy  it.  Another  individual  will  come  along, 
and  he  will  be  told  that  the  Government  do 
want  the  land  and  he  cannot  buy  it.  That 
will  cause  friction,  and  it  will  cause  the  Board 
to  be  put  in  the  same  position  as  the  Railway 
Commissioners  sometimes  are  in,  and  political 
influence  will  be  imputed  to  the  members  of 
the  Board.  The  sole  object  of  the  Board,  I 
think,  should  be  to  fix  the  value  of  the  land  for 
the  Government  and  the  Natives ;  and  I  do  not 
think  it  should  have  any  other  duties  cast  upon 
it.  Then,  with  respect  to  what  has  been  said 
about  taxing  the  Natives,  it  is  only  fair,  and  we 
all  agree,  that  the  Natives  should  now  begin 
to  contribute  something  towards  the  taxation 
of  the  country.  At  the  same  time  I  think  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden  is  correct 
in  a  great  measure  in  the  views  he  has  enun- 
ciated in  that  respect.  If  we  are  to  tax  them 
we  should  also  be  prepared  to  give  them  certain 
privileges  that  we  possess  ourselves.  I  think  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  is  good  on  the  whole,  but  I 
think  we  should  be  prepared  to  carry  out  the 
same  principle  in  regard  to  large  blocks  held  by 
Europeans  which  are  unused  and  un worked. 
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If  the  Natives  are  prepared  to  work  their  own 
lands  and  farm  them,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Inangahua  said  they  are  doing  now, 
these  blocks  should  not  be  taken  from  them. 
I  shall  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
I  shall  be  ^ad  to  help  in  improving  it  on  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  I  hope,  at  all 
events,  that  we  shall  get  some  Bill  through 
the  House  this  session  which  will,  in  a  great 
measure,  facilitate  the  settlement  of  unused 
and  unoccupied  surplus  lands  in  the  North 
Island. 

Mr.  GARBOLL.  — I  have  to  congratulate 
honourable  members  on  the  temperate  tone 
with  which  they  have  criticized  this  measure 
right  through,  and  I  quite  agree  with  the 
general  feeling  that  exists  in  the  minds  of 
honourable  gentlemen  that  a  question  of  this 
magnitude,  and  of  such  importance  in  the 
interests  of  both  races,  should  be  approached 
carefully  and  gradually,  and  treated  altogether 
apart  from  what  we  know  as  a  party  question ; 
and  I  think  every  honourable  member  to-night 
had  that  feeling  when  he  was  discussing  this 
measure.  I  quite  agree  with  the  remark  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
when  he  criticized  the  Bill.  He  described  the 
Native-land  question  as  being  one  that  it  is 
impossible  to  settle  or  do  justice  to  in  one 
single  measure.  The  question  is  so  wide,  so 
varied  in  aspect,  and  is  surrounded  by  such  ex- 
ceptional circumstances,  that  no  ingenuity  of 
man  could  contrive  a  single  measure  that  could 
possibly  deal  with  it  in  all  its  details.  There- 
fore it  follows  that  we  must  deal  with  this 
question  by  a  series  of  Bills.  For  instance, 
in  dealing  with  the  Native  Heserves  Bill  and 
the  administration  of  Native  Reserves  we  can- 
not possibly  include  in  that  measure  proposals 
dealing  with  surplus  Native  lajids.  Then, 
again,  we  have  another  class  of  legislation 
which  was  called  into  existence  by  the  peculiar 
circumstances  attached  to  the  cases.  For  in- 
stance, the  West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves 
Act.  There  are  special  circumstances  and 
conditions  which  surround  those  lands  which 
we  could  not  possibly  deal  with  in  a  policy 
measure  of  this  kind,  in  which  we  attempt  to 
treat  with  the  future  disposal  of  Native  lands. 
There  are  various  other  aspects  of  this  ques- 
tion which  go  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  remark,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  deal  with  the  question  as  a  whole  in  one 
large  comprehensive  measure.  I  think,  under 
the  circumstances,  we  might  confine  our  criti- 
cisms to  the  principle  which  is  laid  down  in 
the  Bill  before  us.  Although  the  criticism 
has  wandered  unnecessarily  over  ground  which 
is  not  touched  by  this  Bill,  still,  at  the  same 
time,  it  cannot  very  well  be  avoided,  because 
the  Bill  to  a  great  extent  treats  with  new 
machinery  which  is  called  into  force  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  You  have  to  bring  the  Na- 
tive Land  Court  in ;  you  have  to  bring  in  a 
Board  to  value ;  you  have  then  the  system  by 
which  the  Natives  can  elect  to  dispose  of  their 
lands ;  and  so  forth.  Now,  the  Bill,  shortly,  is 
this:  It  provides  that,  when  the  Government 
ascertain  that  certain  areas  of  Native  land  in 
Mr.  Cadman 


this  colony  are  deshable  for  settlement,  they 
shall  proclaim  suoh  areas.  After  doing  so  they 
will  then  form  a  Board  which  is  here  created 
in  this  Bill,  and  they  will  move  that  Board  to 
value  the  land.  Then,,  when  the  value  is  ascer- 
tained, the  I^atives  will  be  required  to  elect 
whether  they  will  sell  to  the  Grown  or  lease. 
In  the  case  of  sale,  it  is  herein  provided  how 
it  shall  be  carried  out,  and^  in  the  case  of  Ibase, 
the  lease  is  under  the*  land-laws  of  the  colony. 
That  is  a  debatable-  point.  I  myself  am  not 
in  favour  of  this.  I  think  we  should  provide  a 
different  system  from  that.  Then,  if  the  Na- 
tives elect  to  sell  to  the  Grown,  the  Grown  is 
empowered  to  pay  them  either  in  cash  or  in 
debentures,  or  partly  in  cash  and  partly  in 
debentures.  Now,  it  was  only  by  an  Act  of  last 
year  that  we  brought  the  system  of  purchas- 
ing land  by  debentures  into  vogue,  and  it  is  my 
firm  conviction  that,  had  it  been  in  force  years 
ago,  many  of  the  Natives  would  be  in  a  better 
and  more  prosperous  condition  than  they  are 
in  to-day.  Because,  as  a  rule,  the  Natives  have 
not  been  provident  with  their  money.  They 
have  received  time  after  time  large  sums  of 
money  in  payment  of  their  lands  from  the  Qxy- 
vemment,  as  well  as  from  private  persons,  and  in 
a  short  time  they  have  spent  all  the  purchase- 
money,  and  really  it  has  done  them  little  or 
no  good;  and  I  have  every  reason  to  belieye 
that  under  this  system  there  would  be  always 
an  annuity  to  the  Natives.  Then,  Sir,  a 
point  that  was  dealt  with  by  speakers  in  thia 
same  connection  was  the  absence  of  an  alter- 
native :  that  is,  if  the  Natives  did  not  elect  to 
sell  to  the  Government  the  land  was  hung  up 
thereby.  Of  course  that  was  an  unsatisfactory 
state  of  things ;  but  this  only  proves  the  con- 
tention that  the  Bill  is  not  compulsory — that  it 
is  purely  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  Nativea 
if  tney  elect  to  sell  to  the  Government,  and,  if 
they  do  not,  the  land  does  not  go  from  them 
by  any  compulsory  measure.  And  furthermore, 
this  is  toned  down  by  the  provision  in  the 
Bill  that  the  Governor  can  alter  and  revoke 
any  Proclamation  that  he  may  place  over  any 
Native  land ;  consequently  the  result  vroxdd  be 
that,  if  the  Natives  did  not  elect  to  sell  to 
the  Governor,  the  Grovemor,  in  all  probability, 
would  remove  the  Proclamation,  and  allow  the 
Natives  to  do  what  they  liked  with  the  land. 
I  think  it  would  be  only  fair  that,  where  the 
Natives  do  not  wish  to  sell,  the  Government 
should  not  keep  the  Proclamation  for  ever  and 
a  day  over  their  lands.  Now,  treating  of  the 
objections  advanced  by  the  various  speakers,  I 
have  very  little  to  say.  Taking  the  speeches 
right  through,  there  was  nothing  of  a  vezy 
serious  nature  advanced  against  the  Bill  fay 
any  of  the  speakers.  First  of  all,  with  regard 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay» 
his  views  were  free-trade  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  District  Judges, — who,  he  thought, 
should  work  on  the  going-backward  system, — 
and  individualisation  of  Native  titles.  Now, 
with  regard  to  free-trade,  I  have  to  remark 
that  it  would  not  at  all  suit  the  interests  of 
the  Natives  and  the  colony  generally  that 
general  free-trade  should  be  allowed  in  Na- 
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tive  lands ;  because  there  are  Native  lands 
held  by  a  large  nomber  of  Natives  not  near 
the  centres  of  population,  of  a  rugged  and  in- 
ferior character,  and  that  could  not  very  well 
be  sold  on  the  free- trade  principle,  for  the 
reason  that  there  are  so  many  owners,  as  a 
rule,  now  put  by  the  Native  Land  Court  into 
blocks  of  land  that,  if  any  one  were  to  under- 
take a  purchase  by  the  usual  process  of  going 
and  collecting  signatures,  he  would  have  to  be 
prepared  to  devote  his  whole  lifetime  before  he 
would  get  a  complete  title.  It  is  through  this 
pernicious  system,  which  was  brought  into 
operation  by  the  Act  of  1878,  that  we  have 
now  to  face  the  question  of  validating  the 
titles  on  the  East  Coast.  The  greatest  drag 
on  free -trade  you  can  have  is  the  difficulty 
and  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  securing  what 
you  may  call  an  effective  tenure.  The  thing 
is  impossible.  I  do  not  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  there  should  never  be  any  free -trade, 
but  I  would  confine  the  free-trade  to  such 
lands  as  are  under  absolute  title — that  is  to 
say,  where  lands  are  individualised — and  much 
land  is  now  held  in  fee-simple  by  the  Natives. 
There  is  no  reason  why  such  owners  should 
not  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  their  lands  as 
they  will,  because  in  such  cases  they  hold 
under  a  European  title.  There  is  no  question 
about  it :  that  in  cases  where  they  do  hold 
absolutely  under  European  title  they  should 
be  allowed  to  deal  with  their  land  the  same 
as  Europeans;  and  they  should  be  allowed 
to  bear  the  same  responsibilities  in  respect  to 
the  general  taxation  of  the  country  as  Euro- 
peans. But  where  a  man  is  not  in  this  posi- 
tion, where  you  tie  him  up  in  a  block  of  land 
with  his  share  undefined,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  tell  what  part  of  the  block  he  can  dispose 
of,  he  should  be  treated  differently.  Then,  the 
other  question  touched  upon  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  was  the  appointment 
of  District  Judges :  he  thought  they  should 
gradually  work  out  and  individualise  the  whole 
country — that  they  should  gradually  clothe  the 
whole  of  the  lands  with  titles.  That  is  a  work 
that  would  take  years  to  do.  It  is  ail  very  well 
when  the  character  of  the  land  will  admit  of 
individualisation — where  we  have  land  of  such 
value  that  we  could  go  to  the  expense  of  sub- 
division. But  where  you  have  lands — as  is 
mostly  the  case  with  the  Natives  now — not 
of  a  first-class  value,  and  with  innumerable 
owners,  the  cost  of  surveying  and  of  individu- 
alising the  portions  that  the  Court  must  define 
would  use  up  the  whole  value  of  the  land.  So 
in  that  respect  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry 
out  this  theory  of  a  general  individualisation 
all  over  the  country.  The  system  might  be 
modified,  as  was  suggested  by  himself,  and 
in  many  cases  the  lands  could  be  "  hapuised  " 
or  tribalised.  That  is  going  on  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  honourable  gentleman  could 
not  have  kept  account  in  his  mind  of  these 
things.  At  the  present  time  we  have  divided 
the  colony  into  four  Land  Court  districts,  and 
in  each  district  we  have  appointed  one  or  two 
Judges,  and  these  Judges  are  at  work  in  each 
of  tiieir  respective  districts  to  clothe  Native 


lands,  as  fast  as  applications  come  in,  with 
titles.  That  work  is  going  on  now,  and  wher- 
ever the  Natives  see  it  is  for  their  benefit  and 
advantage  to  apply  for  subdivision  of  interests 
they  do  so.  And  not  only  is  the  Native  Land 
Court  Judge  of  each  district  engaged  in  doing 
this  subdivision  work,  but  Becorders,  as  well, 
are  helping  the  Judges  to  individualise  titles. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  for  Eden  had  a 
particular  objection  to  section  18  of  the  Bill, 
and  he  argued  that,  in  consequence  of  this 
section,  the  Natives  would  be  placed  under  a 
difficulty  by  being  compelled  to  pay  the  coat 
of  reading  and  other  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  land  that  was  to  be  taken  up.  Now, 
my  reading  of  this  clause  is  that  the  expenses 
therein  mentioned  are  the  expenses  which  they 
at  present  pay  in  the  investigation  of  Native 
titles,  and  no  more.  In  the  present  case, 
without  this  measure  passing  mto  law,  the 
Natives  have  to  stand  tne  survey  of  the  land, 
and  when  they  come  before  the  Court  they 
have  to  pay  the  expenses  that  are  necessary  in 
the  investigation  of  title :  so  it  is  no  new  thing 
at  aU.  The  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
dealt  in  a  very  generous  manner  with  this 
measure,  and  I  must  say  he  gave  a  very  clear 
description  of  the  principle  of  it.  He  said  he 
had  a  few  objections  to  make,  but  they  were 
Committee  objections,  and  that  he  had  made 
notes  on  the  margin  of  his  copy  of  the  Bill  as  to 
the  various  clauses  he  wished  to  amend.  He 
emphasized  one  objection,  and  that  was  to  the 
eternal  lease,  which  more  than  one  honourable 
gentleman  has  alluded  to.  There  are  very  good 
grounds,  especially  those  advanced  by  him  and 
the  Native  members,  on  which  the  Native  lands 
proposed  to  be  dealt  with  by  this  measure 
should  not  come  under  this  system  of  leasing. 
I  myself,  as  I  have  already  explained,  am  not 
in  favour  of  the  eternal  lease  ;  but  we  have  in 
other  measures  dealing  with  Native  lands  a 
system  under  which  they  can  be  leased  for  not 
more  than  twenty-one  years  with  revaluation, 
and  I  say,  to  be  uniform,  we  should  have  one 
system  running  through  all  our  Native  land 
legislation.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  I  believe  my  honoiurable  colleague  the 
Minister  of  Lands  will  give  way  on  that  point. 
The  honourable  member  for  Mataura  made  a 
strong  objection  to  the  principle  of  legislating 
by  Select  Committees.  I  think,  on  a  question 
like  this, — the  Native  question, — which  has 
so  many  parts,  that  it  is  impossible  for  this 
House,  by  rushing  it  through  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  do  justice  to  it.  I  am  fully 
convinced  that  Native  legislation  proposed  in 
this  House  should,  after  the  second  reading, 
be  all  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee. It  could  there  be  dealt  with  carefully 
and  prudently,  clause  by  clause,  and  there 
the  Native  members  especially  could  have  an 
opportunity  of  having  every .  single  line  ex- 
plained to  them,  and  also  the  bearing  of  every 
clause.  This  they  could  not  possibly  get  in 
this  House  in  the  hurried  transition  of  a  BiU 
through  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  am  fully 
convinced  that  when  this  Bill  goes  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  it  will  receive  consideration 
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in  the  direction  of  amendments,  so  that  it  may 
be  made  suitable  and  in  the  interests  of  both 
races.  My  own  views  in  regard  to  the  Native 
question  travel  in  a  direction  beyond  this  Bill. 
I  am  q^uite  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  I  think 
there  are  parts  in  it  which  might  well  be 
altered,  but  I  say  that  this  measure,  with 
careful  attention  and  consideration,  can  be 
made  a  very  good  and  valuable  one  indeed.  It 
is  an  initiatory  step,  I  take  it,  in  the  direction 
of  establishing  some  system  under  which  in 
future  the  waste  lands  of  the  Natives  may  be 
admioistered  on  a  different  principle  from  what 
they  are  now.  What  is  the  present  principle 
in  force?  The  Government,  through  their 
agents,  acquire  these  lands  when  there  is  no 
valuation  put  upon  them.  The  agents  have 
simply  to  make  the  best  bargain  they  can  with 
each  individual.  The  patience  of  the  Native 
is  worn  out — he  has  already  large  calls  upon 
him;  he  gets  into  debt,  and  in  the  end  he 
sacrifices  his  share  for  a  mere  song.  That  is 
the  present  mode  of  acquiring  Native  land. 
The  Native  in  many  cases  refuses  to  sell  to 
the  Native  Land-Purchase  Commissioner.  He 
says  to  the  Land- Purchase  Commissioner,  **  I 
can  get  a  great  deal  more  for  my  land  from 
private  individuals  than  I  can  from  you." 
That  was  the  contention  at  Waikato.  The 
Government  were  ofiering  the  owners  much 
lower  prices  than  the  value  of  the  land.  But 
time  had  its  effect,  and,  in  many  cases,  a  good 
percentage  of  them  sold  at  prices  fixed  by  the 
Government  Commissioner.  That  is  a  system 
we  should  not  adhere  to.  We  should  take 
up  a  broad  and  fair  principle;  and,  conse- 
quently, I  admire  this  Bill  because  of  these 
points:  that  before  the  Government  acquire 
lands  from  the  Natives  each  Native's  share 
is  to  be  valued,  so  that  it  cannot  be  said 
that  the  Government  are  getting  land  out  of 
the  Natives  for  little  or  nothing.  We  are  in 
the  position,  in  a  sense,  of  guardians  and  cus- 
todians of  the  interests  of  the  Natives,  and  we 
should  be  mindful  of  that  duty,  and  of  our  duty 
to  the  European  population,  and  to  aid  the 
general  progress  of  the  colony.  We  should  in 
every  respect  deal  as  fairly  and  honestly  with 
the  Natives.  At  the  present  time,  although  in 
many  cases  the  Land-Purchase  Commissioners 
will  give  a  fair  price  and  the  full  value  for  the 
land,  still,  taking  the  average  price,  they  do 
not  do  so,  and  this  Bill  proposes  that  before 
the  Government  acquire  Native  lands  such 
lands  shall  be  valued  by  a  Board  upon  which 
the  Natives  will  have  representation.  It  may 
be  that  the  Native  representation  on  that 
Board  is  not  sufficient,  and  objection  has  been 
taken  to  that  by  some  honourable  members; 
but  their  representation  on  the  Board  can  be 
increased — that  is  a  mere  Conunittee  considera- 
tion, I  take  it.  In  some  respects  the  Bill  might 
be  altered  with  advantage.  I  thmk  the  State 
ought  to  demand  that  all  Native  lands  in  this 
colony  shall  be  clothed  with  a  legal  title: 
that  IS  the  first  thing  to  attain.  That  would 
necessarily  mean  survey.  I  think  we  all  agree 
on  that  point.  The  ownership  of  the  land  should 
first  be  ascertained ;  then  the  State  should  in- 
Mr,  Carroll 


sist  upon  the  settlement  of  the  land  either  by 
the  Natives  themselves  or  by  Europeans,  or 
it  should  be  acquired  by  the  Government.  Then 
the  State  should  give  every  assistance  where 
it  was  desirable  —  where  they  saw  evidence 
of  settlement  coming  about  among  the  Natives 
in  different  parts  of  the  colony — to  those  who 
were  willing  to  settle  their  lands,  because  it 
should  not  matter  so  much  whether  these  lands 
were  settled  by  Natives  or  by  Europeans  as  long 
as  they  were  settled  to  their  full  productive 
power.  Now,  in  many  cases  it  would  be  a  great 
help  to  the  Natives,  by  making  respectable 
settlers  of  them,  and  making  them  good  citizens. 
That  could  be  done  in  many  parts  of  the  colony ; 
and  I  should  think,  in  carrying  out  a  system 
of  that  kind,  there  might  be  some  method  of 
sandwiching  the  Native  and  European  settle- 
ments throughout  the  country.  This  would 
be  in  the  interest  of  the  Natives,  who  would 
be  able  to  copy  the  example  of  their  neigh- 
bours. They  would  be  brought  into  touch 
with  the  settlers.  The  proper  way  to  settle 
the  Native  question  is  to  bring  the  Maori 
alongside  of  the  European.  The  sooner  you 
do  that,  the  sooner  you  get  a  solution  of 
the  Native  question;  and  the  old  ways  of 
living  of  the  Natives  could  be  then  entirely 
obliterated  without  any  violent  wrench.  Out- 
side the  lands  sufficient  for  settlement,  to 
which  I  have  just  referred,  there  are  surplus 
lands  which  could  be  disposed  of.  This  Bill 
refers  particularly  to  the  surplus  and  waste 
lands  owned  by  Natives  in  New  Zealand  which 
are  fit  for  settlement.  I  say  in  that  case^the 
Government  should  have  the  prior  claim,  at  a 
fair  valuation,  to  acquire  those  lands.  The  time 
may  not  be  far  ofE  when  we  may  get  what  we 
consider  to  be  the  perfection  of  Native  legisla- 
tion by  a  process  of  evolution — when  we  shall 
have  a  more  comprehensive  way  of  dealing 
with  the  Natives  and  the  settlement  of  the 
country.  I  think,  in  future,  we  shall  have  the 
co-operation  of  the  Natives  and  Europeans  in 
the  different  districts.  You  will  find  the  Na- 
tives occupying  seats  on  the  Land  Boards  and 
on  local  bodies.  I  believe  that,  when  this  Bill 
goes  before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
every  member  of  the  Committee  will  insist 
that,  though  the  measure  is  a  Government 
policy  measure,  the  element  of  party  shall  be 
laid  aside,  and  that  every  one  will  endeavour 
to  turn  it  out  in  such  a  form  that  it  will  be 
creditable  to  Parliament,  and  in  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  country. 

Mr.  LAKE. — Sir,  after  the  very  clear  man- 
ner, and  the  conciliatory  manner  also,  in 
which  the  honourable  member  who  has  just 
sat  down  has  expressed  himself  I  feel  al- 
most ashamed  to  get  up  and  say  a  word  or 
two,  because  I  have  never  in  my  life  been 
brought  much  into  contact  with  the  Native8« 
and  I  do  not  know  half  a  dozen  words  of  the 
Maori  language.  And  yet,  as  living  on  the 
borders  of  one  of  the  largest  tracts  of  Native 
land  in  either  of  the  two  Islsuids,  I  know  some- 
thing of  the  present  system  of  dealing  with 
Native  lands.  I  may,  in  the  first  place,  say 
that,  from  what  I  have  gathered  from  those 
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who  have  studied  the  snbjeot  thoroughly,  it 
appears  to  me  that  we  have  not  made  any 
progress  whatever,  but  rather  the  reverse,  i  n 
our  Natdve  land-legislation  sinoe  1665.  This 
Bill  is  not  at  all  what  I  had  hoped  to  see,  after 
what  we  had  heard  about  it.  It  has  come  at 
a  very  late  period  of  the  session  —  which  is 
much  to  be  regretted,  because  I  did  hope,  from 
what  had  been  said,  that  a  serious  and  ear- 
nest attempt  would  be  made  to  grapple  with 
the  Native  question  this  session.  That,  I  am 
afraid,  is  now  almost  out  of  the  question. 
But,  such  as  this  Bill  is,  I  should  like  to  say 
one  or  two  words  on  the  question  as  it  strikes 
me.  In  the  first  place,  I  am  glad  to  see  in 
it  the  principle  of  the  valuation  of  Native 
lands.  I  live  on  the  edge  of  the  King- 
country,  where  the  Government  have  for  some 
eight  years  locked  up  some  of  the  best  coun- 
try we  have  left;  and  there  is  very  little  of 
the  Maori  count^  now  left,  and  it  is  really 
lying  idle,  and  running  to  waste  for  want 
of  use.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Natives 
have  not  been  given  a  chance  of  selling  their 
lands,  for  I  am  convinced  that  a  large  quantity 
of  that  country  close  to  the  railway-Une,  though 
not  immediately  bordering  on  it,  could  be 
bought  if  the  Government  were  prepared  with 
the  necessary  fundd,  and  would  instruct  their 
agents  to  give  a  reasonable  price.  If  the  Go- 
vernment take  away  all  power  of  action  from 
the  Natives  it  is  only  proper  and  right  that  a 
lair  valuation  should  be  made  of  the  land. 
I  am  not  blaming  one  Government  more  than 
another,  for,  although  Mr.  Ballance  issued 
the  Proclamation,  it  was  continued  by  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House.  Looking  at 
the  details  of  this  measure,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  Board  is  not  such  as  would 
give  satisfaction.  I  think  it  would  be  very 
much  more  in  the  interests  both  of  the  Natives 
and  of  Europeans,  and  of  settlement,  if  some 
man  of  high  character,  some  one  invested  with 
the  status  of  a  Supreme  Court  Judge,  some  one 
to  whom  the  Natives  could  look  up  with  per- 
fect Qertainty  that  he  would  not  be  influenced 
by  any  political  motives  whatever,  were  ap- 
pointed instead  of  the  Board.  I  do  not  like 
this  Board,  because  it  seems  to  me  the  Maoris 
are  only  put  there  for  the  sake  of  being  com- 
pletely ignored,  as  they  can  always  be  out- 
voted. 8till,  I  think  that  in  Committee  we 
shall  possibly  be  able  to  improve  the  Bill,  and 
I  hope  we  may  be  able  to  alter  this  power  for 
the  better.  I  think  it  is  perfectly  clear,  from 
what  is  known  in  the  Native  Office,  that  the 
prices  now  offered  for  this  proclaimed  land 
along  the  railway  would  only  be  fair  for  land 
about  the  Taupo  Plains.  This  land  is  worth 
from  £1  to  £1 10s.  per  acre,  but  about  two- thirds 
is  only  second-class,  and,  if  a  fair  valuation  were 
ofiered  to  the  Maoris,  would  be  settled  at  once. 
Begarding  section  7,  it  seems  to  me,  and  from 
what  I  have  heard  from  the  last  speaker,  to 
have  in  it  an  element  of  compulsion.  Now, 
I  have  known  land  that  has  been  proclaimed 
for  eight  years  and  not  used,  and  there  are  no 
indications  of  the  Government  cancelling  that 
Proclamation.    If  the  Natives  generally  choose 


for  any  reason  not  to  sell  the  land  or  to  lease 
it  in  the  terms  of  the  Land  Act  of  1892,  it  is 
all  very  well  to  say  that  there  is  nothing  com- 
pulsory in  this  Bill,  but  the  Proclamation  is 
kept  on,  and  the  Natives  cannot  sell  to  others  ; 
so  they  are  compelled  ultimately  to  sell  at  the 
Government's  own  price.  In  the  district  I 
am  speaking  of  the  land  could  be  bought  at 
a  reasonable  price  as  soon  as  the  title  has  been 
individualised  and  the  land  cut  up  into  blocks 
of  moderate  size.  There  are  one  or  two  clauses 
in  the  Bill  that  strike  me — possibly,  in  my 
ignorance — as  dangerous.  Take  clause  9.  I 
think  I  can  explain  What  the  object  of  it  is.  It 
seems  the  Government,  who  are  placing  them- 
selves in  the  position  of  trustees,  are  interfer- 
ing with  trusts  in  a  way  they  have  no  right  to 
do.  I  may  be  wrong  in  my  interpretation; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  as  long  as  these 
powers  are  kept  in  the  Bill  we  shall  be  liable  to 
have  more  serious  legal  difficulties  afterwards. 
Section  9  is  an  instance  of  that — perhaps  one 
of  the  strongest  of  any ;  also  section  12.  In 
the  15th  section  there  is  provision  for  reserving 
lands  for  the  Natives.  It  seems  to  me  that 
that  requires  some  explanation.  In  my  own 
district,  where  the  Natives  have  no  encourage- 
ment, and  are  practically  free  from  individual 
ownership,  they  are  running  large  flocks  of 
sheep,  and  only  last  year  the  finest  pen  of 
lambs  produced  in  the  whole  district  belonged 
to  some  Maoris  near  Te  Awamutu.  I  do  not 
see  any  reason  why  we  sbould  not  allow  the 
Maoris  to  occupy  the  same  areas  of  land  as 
white  people.  The  great  bulk  of  the  country 
is  only  second-class,  though  some  of  it  is  first- 
class.  It  is  very  good  pastoral  country,  but 
still  only  second-class  at  the  best,  and  such 
restricted  areas  as  shown  in  section  15  are 
utterly  ridiculous.  In  section  22  a  Native  is 
declared  to  be  of  age  at  seventeen;  and  why 
this  is  done,  when  a  white  man  is  not  legally 
of  age  until  twenty-one,  I  do  not  understandf, 
but  I  presume  it  is  to  agree  with  the  provi- 
sions in  the  Land  Bill.  Section  26  seems  to 
me  to  meet  the  principal  difficulty,  but  will 
have  to  be  altered  to  suit  lands  now  pro- 
claimed. The  latter  part  of  the  Sill  could 
be  made  much  more  satisfactory  if  the  Go- 
vernment, when  they  proclaimed  the  land, 
would  fix  a  certain  date,  as  clearly  as  pos- 
sible, for  which  the  land  was  to  be  pro- 
claimed. If  the  Government  could  see  their 
way  to  proclaim  the  land  for,  say,  three  years, 
and  then,  if  in  that  time  they  could  not  deal 
with  it  themselves,  take  their  Proclamation  off, 
and  let  the  Maoris  deal  with  some  one  else, 
the  Bill  would  be  more  satisfactory.  I  hope 
that  when  the  Bill  comes  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee it  will  be  very  considerably  altered; 
and  if  we  want  to  make  it  a  success — which 
I  hope  will  be  done — it  will  be  necessary  to 
improve  it  very  much. 

Mr.  SHEBA. — Sir,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to-night  to  do  more  than  make  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  Bill.  What  I  have  to  state  upon 
the  subject  I  will  state  when  the  Bill  comes 
back  to  us  from  the  Native  Aflairs  Committee. 
There  are  one  or  two    things  I  wish  to  say 
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about  the  Bill,  although  the  hour  is  very  late. 
I  look  upon  it  as  a  forward  movement  in  the 
interests  of  settlement,  and  also  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Native  race.  Under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill  the  Natives  will  get  a  muoh 
fairer  price  for  their  land  than  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  receive.  In  many  of  its 
clauses  there  is  great  room  for  improvement. 
There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  among  honour- 
able members  as  to  whether  the  7th  clause 
is  compulsory  or  not  in  its  effect.  In  my 
opinion,  Sir,  unless  it  is  made  compulsory 
the  Bill  will  be  of  no  use  whatever.  In  this 
respect  I  agree  with  the  honourable  member, 
the  ex-Native  Minister.  If  it  be  left  merely  op- 
tional it  will  be  almost  waste  paper.  It  is  bet- 
ter to  have  it  made  compulsory,  and  its  effect 
may  be  good.  But,  Sir,  m  making  it  compul^ 
sory  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  give  the 
Natives  the  option  of  an  additional  mode  of 
parting  with  their  land:  that  is,  if  they  neither 
elect  to  sell  it  nor  to  otherwise  convey  it  to  the 
Crown,  they  should  have  the  choice  of  sell- 
ing it,  or  leasing  it,  to  the  highest  bidder  in 
accordance  with  the  land-laws  of  the  colony, 
or  of  using  it  themselves.  To  my  mind,  this 
would  be  a  great  improvement,  and  it  would 
be  just  and  fair;  I  believe  it  would  be  not 
only  in  the  interests  of  the  Natives  but  of 
settlement.  In  this  Bill  there  is  a  very  great 
power — almost  absolute  power — given  to  the 
Government  of  the  day :  in  fact  it  is  aJmost  a 
despotic  power  over  the  Native  people  and  over 
their  lands.  It  must  be  evident,  then.  Sir, 
that  there  should  be  no  dealings  in  land  by 
any  Native  Minister  to  whom  would  be  in- 
trusted the  administration  of  this  Bill, — that 
no  Minister  should  be  allowed  to  traffic  in  any 
lands,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  himself.  I 
think  it  must  be  evident,  also,  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Cabinet  should  be  permitted  to 
traffic  in  £uiy  Native  land  for  himself,  when 
we  take  into  consideration  the  extraordinary 
power  that  is  given  to  the  Government  of  the 
day  to  proclaim  districts  and  to  buy  from  the 
Natives  for  the  State.  I  must  say  1  am  some- 
what puzzled  in  respect  to  clause  22,  as  to 
why  such  a  clause  has  been  proposed  in  the 
Bill.    The  clause  reads  as  follows  : — 

**A  Native  over  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
shall,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  be  deemed 
of  full  age,  and  may  make  any  election,  exe- 
cute any  instrument,  give  discharges,  and  do 
all  acts  and  things  which  such  Native  could 
do  if  of  full  age." 

I  think  it  is  a  great  misfortune  that  such 
a  clause  was  put  into  the  Bill ;  it  will  raise 
the  suspicions  of  the  Natives,  and  the  least 
suspicion  of  any  attempt  to  get  hold  of  their 
lands  improperly  should  be  guarded  against. 
I  cannot  understand  how  this  clause  got  into 
the  Bill.  There  is  another  clause  in  the  Bill 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  of  importance.  I  would 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  clause  7, — 
the  latter  part  of  the  clause,  subsection  ((2), — 
"which  person  and  place  shall"— ^I  think  it 
should  be  "may"-— "be  fixed  by  the  Governor." 
I  think.  Sir,  there  is  a  great  question  involved 
in  this,  and  that  under  this  speculators  might 
Mr.  Shera 


be  able  to  mop  up  all  the  lands  in  the  country. 
I  would  just  say  that  muoh  will  depend  upon 
the  administration  of  this  Act.  It  may  be 
used  as  a  great  engine  of  evil,  or  it  may  be 
a  great  force  for  good.  It  may  produce  strife 
which  would  bring  disastrous  results  upon 
this  colony,  or  it  may  conduce  to  plenty  and 
prosperity  among  the  Native  people.  Tha^ 
will  depend  very  much  upon  its  administration. 
In  many  respects  it  will  apply  at  the  present 
time  more  to  the  lands  North  of  Auckland 
than  to  the  King-oouniry ;  and  it  seems  in 
many  respects,  to  my  mind,  to  be  framed 
with  a  view  to  be  brought  into  operation  in 
the  North  of  Auckland.  It  is  well  known  to 
honourable  members  that  on  the  question  of 
equal  electoral  rights  with  ourselves  to  the 
Natives  I  hold,  in  common  with  a  number  of 
members  of  this  House,  somewhat  advanced 
views;  and,  when  considering  a  question  of 
this  sort,  it  is  forcibly  impressed  upon  myself, 
and,  I  think,  Sir,  it  should  similarly  impress 
every  member  of  this  House,  that,  as  we  are 
placing  equal  responsibilities  upon  the  Natives, 
we  must  give  them  very  soon  equal  electoral 
rights  with  ourselves.  I  intend  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.— I  do  not  intend  to  make 
any  lengthy  remarks,  the  hour  being  late,  and 
for  the  reason  that  the  Bill  is  to  be  referred 
to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  of  which  I 
am  a  member.  But  I  would  say,  in  reference 
to  a  Bill  which  passed  this  House  last  session, 
that,  in  order  to  make  that  Bill  perfect,  such  a 
Bill  as  this  should  be  brought  into  the  House. 
I  consider  this  Bill  the  sequel  to  the  Bill  passed 
last  session,  and  I  hold,  with  others,  that  where 
lands  are  held  in  large  areas  by  private  in- 
dividuals  it  is  a  bar  to  progress.  For  a  great 
many  years  I  have  felt  this  to  be  a  bsur  to 
progress  in  the  district  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  represent.  In  that  part  of  the  country  there 
are  large  areas  held  by  Natives  from  which 
they  derive  no  benefit ;  and  that  has  been  a  bar 
to  progress  in  that  district.  As  an  illustration 
of  what  I  say,  I  may  mention  Hokianga.  In 
that  county  there  is  more  than  three-fourths 
of  the  land  held  by  the  Natives  lying  waste 
and  idle.  They  are  deriving  no  benefit  from 
it,  and  are  contributing  nothing  to  the  general 
rates  by  which  roads  are  made  and  maintained ; 
and  I  believe  if  this  measure  were  made  to 
apply  to  the  Native  lands  in  the  North  of  Auck- 
land alone  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  that 
district.  It  has  been  said  by  some  honourable 
members  that  this  Bill  is  drastic  and  compol- 
sory.  Well,  Sir,  if  it  is  not  compulsory,  I 
consider  that  the  defect  of  the  Bill.  Unless 
it  is  made  compulsory  I  think  it  will  be  in- 
operative, and  if  any  means  can  be  devised  to 
make  it  compulsory  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Natives  themselves,  and  will  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  North.  I  think  it  would  be 
unwise,  as  a  member  of  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, to  enter  into  any  lengthened  arguments  I 
for  or  against  the  Bill.  I  certainly  approve  of 
the  general  principle  of  the  Bill.  There  ato 
many  parts  of  it  which  I  consider  ought  to  be 
amended,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Committee 
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whioh  has  given  ifcs  attention  to  other  Bills 
will  try  to  make  this  a  good  and  wise  measure. 
I  have  preached  the  principle  contained  in  this 
Bill  for  many  years  in  my  district,  and  I  re- 
gretted to  hear  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  speak  as  he  did.  He 
certainly  does  not  understand  the  mind  of  the 
Natives  in  that  pc^  of  the  colony.  I  believe 
that  the  Natives  in  the  northern  district  will 
agree  with  the  principle  contained  in  this  Bill. 
I  have  had  many  conversations  with  Natives 
on  the  subject,  and  they  have  approved  of  the 
principle  embodied  in  this  Bill.  If  the  mea- 
sure becomes  law  I  believe  the  Natives  there 
will  take  advantage  of  its  provisions;  but,  in 
order  to  make  the  thing  complete,  I  think  all 
restrictions  should  be  removed  from  Native 
lands,  especially  in  the  North.  If  the  Natives 
are  willing  to  sell  to  the  Government,  well 
and  good ;  but  if  they  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  price  offered  by  the  Government  they 
should  be  allowed  to  sell  to  any  Europeans 
who  like  to  buy.  The  large  tracts  of  land  from 
which  they  are  deriviog  no  benefit  have  been 
an  injury  to  them,  and  they  certainly  have 
been  a  great  bar  to  the  progress  of  the  North, 
and,  if  we  recognise  the  fact  that  the  holding 
of  large  areas  by  private  individuals,  whether 
Europeans  or  Natives,  is  a  bar  to  progress,  then 
the  Government  is  justified  in  removing  this 
bar,  whether  the  land  belongs  to  Natives  or  to 
Europeans.  I  shall  support  the  Bill,  and  shall 
do  all  in  my  power  as  a  member  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  to  put  it  into  good  shape. 
I  feel  satisfied  that  in  the  consideration  of  this 
measure  the  question  of  party  will  be  cast 
aside,  and  that  each  and  all  will  do  their 
utmost  to  make  this  a  proper  measure. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY.— Sir,  as  a  member  of  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  I  have  to  say  that  I 
do  not  intend  to  speak  at  any  length  on  the 
Bill  to-night.  It  will  be  thoroughly  analysed 
when  it  goes  before  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, and  each  clause  will  be  discussed,  and 
amended  to  suit  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  During  the  first  session  that  the  present 
Gk>vemment  held  office  they  submitted  a  Bill 
to  the  House  that  I  regret  very  much  has  not 
been  adhered  to.  That  Bill,  Sir,  proposed  to 
repeal,  first,  all  the  Native  Acts  that  are  at 
present  in  existence  ;  and  had  that  policy  been 
carried  out  I  think  the  country  would  have  re- 
ceived great  benefit  from  it,  because  we  know 
all  over  the  country,  wherever  Native  Land 
Courts  sit,  or  wherever  Native  agents  and  law- 
yers appear  on  behalf  of  the  Natives,  it  is  found 
exceedingly  difficult  to  pass  the  different  blocks 
through  the  Court  so  as  to  avoid  future  litiga- 
tion. The  honourable  member,  for  Auckland 
City  (Mr.  Cadman),  when  he  introduced  that 
measure,  I  must  say,  did  his  utmost  to  en- 
deavour to  get  it  through.  Joint  Committees 
were  appointed  by  both  Houses,  but  the  oppo- 
sition was  so  strong  that  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible to  succeed  in  getting  it  through.  But  I 
think  the  Government,  with  the  large  support 
they  have  had  in  the  present  Parliament,  should 
have  attempted  before  now  to  pass  a  measure 
that  would  place  Native  legislation  on  a  dif- 


ferent footing  altogether.  With  regard  to  this 
Bill,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  going  to  be 
of  any  use  to  the  country  or  not.  I  may  men- 
tion, with  regard  to  the  district  of  Botorua, 
that  the  Thermal  Springs  Act  was  passed  in 
1881,  and,  in  regard  to  the  lands  that  are  com- 
prised in  this  Act — some  seven  thousand  acres 
— nothing  has  been  done  by  the  Government  in 
the  way  of  purchasing  the  land  from  the  Natives ; 
in  point  of  fact,  the  district  has  been  practically 
shut  up, — surveys  have  been  stopped,  and  every- 
thing that  was  in  any  way  tending  to  promote 
the  settlement  of  the  district  has  been  practic- 
ally retarded;  and  I  am  only  afraid  that  this 
Bill  will,  to  a  great  extent,  be  of  a  similar 
character.  Unless  the  Government  intends  to 
operate  under  this  Bill — and  they  cannot  do 
that  unless  this  House  votes  a  siifficient  sum 
of  money  to  enable  them  to  acquire  lands — I 
do  not  believe  in  this  legislation  at  all.  I 
believe  in  giving  the  Natives  a  free  hand  to 
deal  with  their  lands  as  best  they  can.  I  have 
always  advocated  this  policy  since  coming  into 
the  House.  With  regard  to  all  land  outside 
what  the  Government  want  for  settlement,  I 
think  the  Natives  should  be  allowed  to  do  what 
they  like  with  it,  and  get  what  they  can  for 
it.  They  have  got  a  very  small  price  for  the 
Ismd  they  have  disposed  of  to  the  Government ; 
but  under  the  present  Bill  I  believe  they  will 
fare  better,  because  I  have  no  doubt  a  fair  and 
reasonable  price  will  be  put  on  the  land  by  the 
Board.  What  we  want  most  at  the  present  time 
in  regard  to  Native  matters  is  a  large  number 
of  Judges.  I  do  not  approve  of  the  present 
policy  of  the  Government,  with  regard  to  the 
dismissal  of  a  number  of  Native  Land  Court 
Judges.  There  were  ten  or  twelve  when  they 
took  office.  These  Judges  were  actively  at  work ; 
and  we  are  now  told  that  there  is  as  much  work 
done  by  the  seven  that  remain  as  was  done  by 
the  twelve.  I  cannot  agree  with  that  state- 
ment, because  I  know  there  is  nothing  like  the 
same  amount  of  work  done ;  and  all  the  Native 
officers  in  the  centres  are  overworked,  and  there 
are  not  enough  Judges  to  deal  with  the  wdrk 
that  is  daily  coming  in.  By  a  return  laid  on 
the  table  last  year  there  were  some  two  thou- 
sand claims  waiting  to  be  heard  in  the  Auckland 
Registrar's  District.  I  have  always  held  that 
the  Judges  of  the  Native  Land  Court  are  not 
properly  paid.  I  believe  in  giving  the  Native 
Land  Court  Judges  good  salaries.  A  Land 
Court  Judge  has  to  decide  upon  property  of 
very  great  value.  Some  blocks  are  valued  up 
to  as  much  as  £100,000.  The  other  day,  when 
at  Napier,  I  was  told  there  was  a  block  going 
through  the  Land  Court  valued  at  from  £22,000 
to  £25,000.  Receiving  the  small  salaries  they 
do.  Judges  of  the  Native  Land  Court  must 
lie  under  great  temptation ;  and  I  should  give 
them  large  salaries,  and  expect  them  to  do  their 
work  properly;  and  I  would  keep  them  con- 
stantly at  it.  All  over  the  Auckland  Provincial 
District  applications  have  been  made  to  have 
lands  passed  through  the  Court,  but  no  Judge 
is  available  to  take  up  the  work.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  use  discussing  this  Bill. 
There  are  several  clauses  that  I  have  marked 
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down  to  discuss,  in  order  to  show  where  amend- 
ments should  be  made,  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
get  those  clauses  amended  at  the  proper  time. 
I  think,  on  the  whole,  the  Bill  is  in  the  right 
direction.  I  believe  the  Natives  will  be  better 
off  under  this  Bill  than  they  are  at  present — 
they  will,  at  all  events,  get  a  higher  price  for 
their  land — but  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  the  Bill 
amended  so  that  it  will  be  of  general  utility. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Sir,  at  this  late  hour 
of  the  night  it  is  not  my  intention  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  at  any  length  in  reply, 
and,  besides,  the  reception  the  Bill  has  met 
with  to-night  as  a  whole  is,  I  think,  very  fa- 
vourable ;  and  a  great  many  of  the  speeches  we 
have  had  were  in  reply  to  speeches  delivered  by 
other  honourable  members.  However,  there 
are  a  few  points  I  should  like  briefly  to  refer 
to  before  the  second  reading  is  carried.  First, 
we  find  that  a  considerable  amount  of  the  dis- 
cussion we  have  had  to-night  has  been  in  con- 
nection with  Native  legislation  of  the  past. 
Sir,  we  had  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  giving 
us  a  speech  on  this  subject  to-night,  and  I  am 
sure  there  is  no  one  more  competent  in  this 
House  to  deal  with  the  subject  than  he  is, 
because  of  his  long  connection  with  the  Native 
Lands  Department,  long  before  he  became  a 
member  of  the  House,  and  because  of  the  long 
experience  he  has  had  during  the  time  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  House.  I  am  sure  he 
must  be  convinced  of  the  very  great  difficulty 
there  is  in  dealing  with  this  subject  of  Native- 
land  legislation.  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  said  so  to-night,  and  I  am  sorry  he  did  not 
give  us  more  of  his  experience,  and  did  not  say 
by  what  process  we  could  make  this  Bill  more 
acceptable  to  the  country  and  to  the  Natives 
than  we  have  done.  But  I  hope  we  shaJl  get 
his  assistance  in  this  matter ;  and  in  this  con- 
nection I  may  say  that  I  am  sorry  he  is  not 
a  member  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
because  had  I  known  earlier  that  this  measure 
was  likely  to  go  to  that  Committee  I  should 
only  have  been  too  glad  to  have  his  name 
put  on  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  so  that 
he  might  have  given  us  the  advantage  of  his 
experience  on  that  Committee.  The  leader  of 
the  Opposition  asked  why  I  was  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  to-night,  and  he  found  fault  with  the 
Government  because  we  had  no  person  who  had 
full  control  of  the  Native  Department.  Now, 
Sir,  I  think  that  the  House,  after  listening  to 
the  speech  delivered  by  the  Native  Member  of 
the  Executive  (Mr.  Carroll),  could  come  to  no 
other  conclusion  than  that  the  Government 
have  got  good  assistance  in  the  Cabinet  when 
they  have  got  Mr.  Carroll  to  advise  them 
on  Native  affairs.  The  reason  why  I  have 
charge  of  the  Bill  to-night  is  this :  that  I  have 
for  some  time  back  taken  charge  of  the 
Native  Land  Purchase  Department,  and,  as 
this  Bill  deals  entirely  with  the  purchase  of 
Native  lands,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  take  charge 
of  it.  And  during  the  time  that  1  have  had 
charge  of  the  Native  Land  Purchase  Depart- 
ment I  find  that  it  is  as  I  thought — what  we 
want  in  this  Native  Department  is  an  honest 
desire  to  do  what  is  right  for  the  country  and 
Mr.  W.  Kelly 


also  for  the  Natives.  There  is  nothing  difficult 
about  the  purchase  of  Native  lands  further 
than  to  act  in  a  straightforward  and  upright 
manner  in  connection  with  the  whole  subject, 
and  to  see,  when  we  endeavour  to  purchase  land 
from  the  Natives;  that  we  protect  the  intereets 
of  the  colony,  and  at  the  same  time  do  what 
is  right  and  just  to  the  Natives  themselves. 
That  is  the  whole  matter,  and  it  does  not  re- 
quire any  great  expert  to  do  that :  you  need 
business  knowledge,  and  a  desire  to  do  your 
duty  faithfully  and  honestly.  We  have  had 
three  speeches  to-night  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer;  but,  before  I  leave  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  there  are  one  or  two  points  raised 
by  nim  that  call  for  notice,  and  one  was  in 
connection  with  the  eternal  lease.  He  told 
the  House  that  it  was  not  likely  the  Natives 
would  be  satisfied  with  the  dispdsing  of  their 
land  on  the  eternal-lease  principle.  I  cannot 
understand  how  honourable  gentlemen  who 
are  prepared  to  allow  the  Natives  to  dispose  of 
their  lands  entirely  for  cash  can  object  to  the 
eternal  lease.  Let  us  take,  for  instance,  a 
block  of  land  worth  £2,000  purchased  from  the 
Natives.  Instead  of  the  Natives  getting  that 
£2,000  cash  down,  or  tn  debentures  bearing 
4^  "per  cent,  interest,  if  that  land  should  be 
leased  at  4^  per  cent,  interest,  for  a  long  time 
to  come,  what  is  the  difference  ?  Is  it  not  bet- 
ter that  the  Natives  should  have  an  assured 
income  for  all  time  than  that  they  should  get 
this  money  to  dispose  of  as  they  choose,  and 
so  get  through  it.  If  those  honourable  gentle- 
men said  no  Native  land  should  be  sold  for 
cash  I  could  understand  their  objection  to  the 
eternal  lease ;  but,  if  they  are  in  favour  of  the 
Natives  selling  for  cash,  they  cannot  logically 
object  to  the  eternal  lease.  On  this  question 
the  Government  are  quite  prepared  to  meet 
the  Natives  fairly.  The  honourable  member 
for  Mataura  to-night  advocated  the  perpetual 
lease.  Now,  he  is  the  last  man  in  this  House 
who  should  get  up  and  advocate  the  perpetual 
lease.  He  it  was  who  destroyed  the  perpetual 
lease  by  giving  the  right  of  purchase ;  and  the 
same  thing  will  apply  here.  The  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  gave  us  to-night 
his  opinion  that  there  should  be  free-trade  in 
Native  land,  and  that  a  Bill  of  this  sort  would 
not  be  at  all  acceptable  to  the  Natives,  and 
would  not  work  out  well.  I  think  he  went  the 
length  of  saying  that  the  Government,  in  deal- 
ing with  the  Natives  in  connection  with  lands, 
was  not  fair,  and  the  Natives  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent were  robbed  of  their  lands  by  Government 
purchasers.  Now,  I  would  ask  the  House  to 
consider  for  one  moment — let  them  look  back 
over  the  history  of  New  Zealand  and  ask  them- 
selves this  question:  By  whom  have  the  Na- 
tives been  robbed  mostly  of  their  land?  By 
the  Government,  or  by  private  individuals  when 
we  had  the  right  of  free-trade  in  Native  lands  ? 
1  think  it  will  be  found,  if  we  go  back  over  the 
history  of  the  colony,  if  we  look  up  its  records 
and  look  up  the  newspapers  of  the  day  from. 
time  to  time,  that  if  there  has  been  any  robberv 
at  all  it  has  been  done  rather  by  private  ixidi> 
viduals  than  by  Government  officers;  and  I 
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have  no  doubt  this  will  be  the  case  again  if 
free -trade  in  Native  land  is  allowed.  Why 
should  this  House  legislate  at  all  on  this  sub- 
ject, if  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  protect 
the  Natives,  as  it  were,  from  private  indivi- 
duals in  the  matter  of  the  purohasing  of  their 
land?  Why  has  legislation  been  brought  in 
time  after  time,  and  why,  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  was  a  member  of  the  late 
Government,  aid  he  permit  Native-land  legisla- 
tion ?  Was  it  not  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  whole  country  from  being  purchased 
up  by  a  few  individuals  from  the  Natives,  and 
so  making  large  profits  at  the  expense  of  the 
country,  .after  it  had  made  the  land  valuable 
by  the  construction  of  roads  and  railways,  and 
by  colonisation  generally?  Then,  we  had  three 
members  of  the  late  Government  finding  fault 
with  this  Bill,  and  finding  fault  with  the  (Go- 
vernment for  not  bringing  this  measure  in 
earlier  in  the  session,  and  giving  a  certain  length 
of  time  for  its  oonsideratioa  In  their  opinion, 
we  had  not  brought  in  any  satisfactory  Native- 
land  legislation.  Now,  may  we  not  ask  those 
honourable  gentlemen  what  they  did  in  the 
matter  when  they  were  in  office  ?  At  any  rate, 
I  say  they  were  not  so  successful  as  we  have 
been.  I  feel  sure  the  country  will  give  us  the 
credit  of  doing  what  we  could  to  meet  this 
case.  We  know,  and  every  honourable  mem- 
ber must  know,  the  great  difficulty  there  is  in 
dealing  with  Native  land,  and  no  person  can 

Set  up  in  the  House  and  say,  **  We  ought  to 
eal  with  Native  land  and  the  Native  popu- 
lation in  the  same  way  that  we  deal  with 
European  land  and  the  European  population." 
We  have  been  told  that  if  this  measure  were 
applied  to  European  lands  we  could  never  get 
it  passed  through  the  House.  I  agree  with 
that  at  once.  But  what  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Native  land  and  the  land  held  by 
Europeans?  The  Europeans  buy  their  land 
from  the  Grown.  They  pay  a  price  for  it, 
and  they  receive  a  Crown  grant.  Now,  let 
us  take  a  block  of  a  hundred  thousand  acres 
owned  by  a  tribe  or  hapu  of  Natives.  In 
the  first  place,  they  cannot  deal  with  that  land 
until  such  time  as  the  colony  gives  them  a  title 
to  it.  It  has  to  be  decided  to  whom  the  land 
belongs ;  and,  after  that  is  found  out,  who  is 
it  gives  a  title  to  the  land?  Is  it  not  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  ?  And  to  compare  the 
position  of  Natives  who  claim  to  be  the  owners 
of  a  block  of  land  which,  perhaps,  was  never 
settled,  or  was  never  under  cultivation,  but  to 
which,  from  some  remote  period,  they  had  some 
right  or  claim  under  Maori  custom,  on  which 
thev  called  themselves  the  owners  of  the  land, 
with  the  position  occupied  by  European  land- 
owners is  absurd.  In  the  fiirst  place,  we  re- 
cognise the  old  Maori  custom  as  to  ownership 
of  land,  and  we  set  up  Judges,  at  great  expense 
to  the  colony,  to  find  out  who  are  the  owners  of 
the  land,  and  to  give  them  a  title.  When  we 
do  all  this,  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  say  they 
are  not  to  keep  a  larger  area  of  land  locked  up 
than  is  necessary  for  their  use.  This  Bill  is 
not  intended  to  deal  with  lands  which  the 
Natives  can  and  will  use,  which  they  may  stock 


with  cattle  and  sheep,  and  upon  which  they 
can  bring  up  their  families.  It  is  intended 
entirely  to  deal  with  their  surplus  land,  which 
they  cannot  use  for  their  own  purposes,  and 
which  they  will  not  make  use  of.  The  ques- 
tion has  been  brought  up  to-night  as  to  the 
area  of  land  that  is  sufficient  for  these  Natives. 
That  area  can  be  increased  if  necessary.  If 
a  hundred  acres  is  not  enough,  then  make  it 
more.  I  shall  be  only  too  glad  to  give  any 
Native  who  will  make  a  good  use  of  it  the  same 
quantity  of  land  that  a  European  is  permitted 
to  have.  Under  the  Land  Act,  Natives  who  wish 
to  dispose  of  a  block  of  land  will  not  only  get  a 
sufficient  portion  of  this  land  for  their  own 
immediate  use,  but  they  will  see  that  in  dis- 
posing of  the  surplus  land  to  us  they  will  be 
obtaining  for  themselves  an  income  over  and 
above  what  they  may  derive  from  the  use  of 
the  land  that  they  retain.  If  a  number  of 
Natives  who  may  have  a  block  of  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  acres  wish  to  dispose  of  that  to  the 
Government,  and  get  a  sum  of  money  for  it, 
the  whole  of  the  interest  of  the  money  involved 
goes  to  them,  and  they  will  not  be  aependent 
entirely  on  the  area  of  land  set  apart  for  them 
to  occupy.  However,  that  is  a  Committee  ob- 
jection, and  can  easily  be  got  over.  Now,  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  made  a  very 
strong  case,  or  tried  to  make  a  very  strong 
point,  against  the  Government  for  bringing 
down  legislation  of  this  sort  at  a  late  period  of 
the  session,  and  for  legislating,  as  he  said,  by 
Committee.  Well,  I  should  like  to  know  at 
what  time  in  the  history  of  this  colony  the 
House  was  prepared  to  carry  out  legislation 
without  Committees.  Ever  since  1  came  into 
the  House,  and  long  before  that  period,  when  I 
read  of  its  proceedings,  I  have  seen  time  after 
time  that  certain  BiUs  have  been  read  a  second 
time  and  referred  to  a  Committee.  Why  this 
reference  to  a  Committee?  Is  it  not  that  we 
expect  the  whole  subject  to  be  threshed  out 
clause  by  clause  in  a  way  that  it  is  impossible 
to  do  in  the  House?  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  told  the  House  co-night  that  if  ever 
we  saw  the  Bill  return  from  the  Native  Afiairs 
Committee  it  would  be  so  very  much  altered 
that  I  should  not  know  it.  I  remember  that 
when  the  honourable  genUeman  was  sitting  in 
the  seat  I  now  occupy  a  Bill  of  his  went  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  when  it  came 
back  from  the  Committee  it  was  shorn  of  so 
many  of  its  clauses  that  he  hardly  knew  it. 
Seeing  that  on  that  occasion  he  submitted  to 
what  was  proposed  by  the  Committee,  he  is  the 
last  man  in  the  House  who  should  get  up  and 
put  this  sort  of  thing  to  this  side  of  the  House. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  say 
he  was  assured  the  statement  I  made  in  con- 
nection with  my  colleague,  Mr.  Carroll,  having 
been  engaged  on  the  Bill,  and  being  one  of  the 
authors  of  it,  was  not  correct.  The  statement 
I  made  was  quite  correct.  Mr.  Carroll  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  it.  It  is  not  the  Bill  of 
one  individual,  but  of  the  Government.  And 
the  Premier  had  also  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
it:  in  fact,  all  the  Ministers  assisted  to  put  it- 
into  as  good  a  shape  as  possible,  so  as  to  bring 
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it  down  to  the  House  in  a  form  we  thought 
would  prove  acceptable  to  the  Natives  con- 
cerned, and  to  the  people  of  the  colony  also. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura 
went  on  to  say  that  it  would  be  confiscation 
if  we  took  this  Native  land,  as  we  proposed  to 
do  under  the  Bill.  The  intention  of  this  Bill 
is  nothing  of  the  sort.  The  intention  is  to  get 
sufficient  land  to  cover  the  cost  of  survey  and 
of  putting  it  through  the  Court.  We  propose  to 
apply  to  this  land  the  same  rule  that  we  apply 
at  the  present  time  in  respect  to  other  land : 
that  is,  we  add  to  the  original  value  a  suffi- 
cient sum  to  "road"  the  country.  That  money 
will  not  come  from  the  Natives,  but  it  will  be 
paid  by  the  settlers  who  take  up  the  land,  as 
they  do  now  when  thev  take  up  Crown  land. 
So  that  it  cannot  possibly  be  said  that  we  are 
taking  from  the  Natives  money  to  road  their 
own  land.  Let  us  take  a  block  of  land,  as  an 
illustration.  In  such  a  case  we  would  appoint 
a  competent  valuer  to  see  what  it  is  worth  with- 
out roads.  Every  honourable  member  knows 
that  if  arterial  and  other  roads  are  made 
through  a  block  of  land,  of  course  the  land 
becomes  of  more  value  in  consequence.  In  the 
case  of  Crown  lands,  the  increased  value  is 
added  to  the  price,  and  eventually  the  settlers 
have  to  pay  it.  It  cannot  be  said  that  that  is 
in  any  way  robbing  the  Natives  or  taking  away 
the  value  of  the  land.  If  our  arrangement  is 
not  carried  out,  how  is  it  possible  for  the  Na- 
tives to  dispose  of  the  land  to  small  settlers? 
I  ask  this  question  of  the  House,  and  I  trust 
they  will  consider  it  carefully.  How  will  it  be 
possible  to  4ispose  of  the  Native  lands  to  small 
settlers  unless  there  is  to  be  some  system  by 
which  the  land  will  be  surveyed  and  roaded  ? 
It  is  impossible  that  small  settlers,  with  a  few 
hundred  pounds,  can  go  into  the  wilderness 
and  buy,  say,  four  hundred  acres  of  land  from 
the  Natives,  not  knowing  whether  there  is  to 
be  a  continuation  of  settlement  or  reading.  The 
fact  of  the  matter  is  that  they  would  not  go 
there  at  all ;  and  the  end  would  be,  as  it  has 
been  in  the  past,  that  some  speculator  would 
buy  the  whole  block,  and  make  the  settlers  pur- 
chasing from  him  pay  far  more  for  the  land 
than  the  Government  would  have  sold  it  for. 
And  then,  also,  the  Natives  would  be  deprived 
of  any  interest  in  the  land  in  the  future. 
From  the  experience  I  have  had  during  the 
time  I  have  been  Minister,  I  may  say  that  in 
my  opinion  tbere  is  nothing  which  is  more 
hurtful  to  the  Natives  than  the  receipt  of  lump 
sums  for  their  land,  because  they  are  a  class  of 
people  who  do  not  look  very  much  to  the  future, 
and  when  they  get  it  in  that  way  they  get  rid  of 
it  in  all  sorts  of  ways,  and  so  become  every  year 
poorer  as  they  dispose  of  their  land :  in  fact, 
they  live  on  their  capital,  and  will  do  nothing 
so  long  as  their  capital  lasts.  This  process  of 
giving  them  only  a  living  out  of  the  interest 
on  their  capital  will  be  of  far  greater  advantage 
to  them,  and  it  will  be  a  lasting  benefit  to  them 
and  to  their  children  after  them.  Then,  the 
process  we  have  had  in  the  past  was  that  pri- 
vate surveyors  got  contracts  from  the  Natives 
to  survey  the  land.  What  has  been  the  result 
Mr,  J,  McKentne 


of  that?  The  result  has  been  that  in  many 
cases  the  Natives  have  not  had  the  money  to 

{)a7  them,  and  they  have  had  to  pay  them  in 
and,  and  the  end  has  been  that  in  a  great  many 
cases  the  Government  have  had  to  come  to  the 
rescue  and  settle  matters.  In  cases  where  that 
has  not  been  done  private  individuals  have 
bought  u^  these  liens  over  the  land,  and  have 
made  claims  in  many  cases  far  beyond  what 
they  were  entitled  to.  As  I  have  said  before, 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  asked  this 
House  to  take  into  consideration  for  a  moment 
what  would  be  the  position  if  a  certain  number 
of  settlers  in  South  Canterbury,  or  in  any  other 
populous  portion  of  the  colony,  were  to  tie 
caUed  upon  by  a  majority  in  a  certain  district 
to  dispose  of  their  land  to  the  Government. 
Why,  there  is  no  comparison  at  all  between  a 
number  of  settlers  who  have  purchased  their 
land  from  the  Crown  and  a  number  of  Natives 
who  hold  their  land  in  common.  It  is  not  to 
be  supposed  for  one  moment  that  this  measure 
will  deal  in  any  way  with  lands  where  the  titles 
have  been  individualised.  It  is  only  intended 
to  deal  with  lands  that  are  held  in  common  by 
a  number  of  Natives,  and  the  rule  we  want  to 
apply  here  is  that  a  majority  of  those  who 
hold  the  land  in  common  shall  say  whether  the 
land  should  be  disposed  of  or  not.  The  same 
rule  applies  to  companies  which  hold  property 
of  all  sorts.  Supposing  a  company  in  Welling- 
ton carries  on  a  business  of  any  description, 
and  they  have  taken  into  consideration  the 
question  of  selling  that  business:  of  course, 
it  would  be  the  majority  of  the  shareholders 
of  the  company  who  would  decide  whether  the 
company  should  sell  or  not.  And  that  is  exactly 
what  ought  to  be  done  in  this  case—where  the 
Natives  hold  land  in  common  in  large  areas,  a 
majority  of  them  should  decide  whether  they 
will  dispose  of  the  land  or  not.  Then,  another 
point  raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura  was  in  regard  to  the  valuing  of  these 
lands,  as  he  said,  by  Government  officials.  So 
far  as  I  know,  I  believe  the  gentlemen  who  it 
is  proposed  shall  act  as  a  Board  for  the  purpose 
of  fixing  the  valuation  are  just  as  independent 
a  class  of  men  to  do  that  work  as  you  could 
get  anywhere  in  the  colony ;  and  I  say,  with- 
out any  hesitation,  that  no  Government  would 
try  to  bring  any  influence  to  bear  upon  those 
men,  and  if  they  did  try  they  would  not  be 
successful,  because  if  those  gentlemen  were 
appointed  by  statute  to  do  this  particular 
work  they  would  be  quite  independent  of  the 
Government  as  to  how  they  should  carry  out 
their  duties.  I  have  no  doubt  that  honourable 
members  who  know  these  gentlemen  will  admit 
that  they  will  do  their  duty  faithfully  when 
called  upon  to  do  so  by  the  House,  and  quite 
independently  of  any  Government.  It  is  very 
refreshing  to  have  statements  of  this  sort  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura,  who  is 
quite  prepared,  however,  to  hand  over  to  three 
Government  officials  a  property  worth  some- 
thing like  £16,000,000  or  £17,000,000  to  deal 
with  as  they  choose.  Under  this  Bill,  however, 
all  that  the  Board  will  have  to  do  will  be  to  see 
to  the  valuation  of  the  land,  and  that  is  nothiag 
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like  sncli  an  important  duty  as  oazzying  on  the 
railways  of  New  Zealand.  In  the  caee  of  the 
Railway  Commissioners,  what  influence  has  the 
Government  over  them?  And  I  say,  without 
hesitation,  that  the  gentlemen  whom  it  is  pro- 
posed to  set  up  as  a  Board  under  this  Bill  will 
be  just  as  independent,  and  will  do  their  duty 
quite  as  faithfully,  as  any  gentlemen  who  could 
he  placed  in  the  position.  Then,  there  were  a 
few  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  which  I  should  like  to  refer 
to.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  apparently 
anxious  to  have  free-trade  in  land.  That  may 
be  right  enough  from  his  point  of  view,  and 
might  suit  his  constituents.  For  my  own  part, 
I  may  say  that  I  have  never  bought  an  acre  of 
Native  land,  and  I  do  not  know  the  process 
by  which  it  is  gone  about ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  went  on  to  say  of  this  measure 
that  it  was  very  drastic  in  its  nature,  and  that 
the  Natives  would  not  feel  themselves  secure 
in  disposing  of  their  land  to  the  Government 
under  its  provisions — that  they  were  always 
suspicious  that  the  Government  wanted  to 
rob  them.  I  assume  that  those  who  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  purchasing  of  Native 
land  in  their  private  capacity  know  the  system 
under  which  it  is  gone  about,  and  I  believe 
that  the  object  is  to  get  the  land  as  cheaply  as 
possible  from  the  Natives,  and  that  they  use  a 
certain  amount  of  soft-soap  on  the  Natives  to 
make  them  believe  that  they  are  their  best 
friends,  and  that  they  are  doing  them  a  very 
great  beneflt  in  purchasing  their  land.  When 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  referring  to 
these  matters  it  reminded  me  of  what  hap- 
pened in  my  own  country,  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  when  the  Highland  landlords  were 
driving  the  people  out  of  the  country  by  evic- 
tion— setting  fire  to  their  houses  and  turn- 
ing them  away  from  the  land  which  had  been 
held  by  their  forefathers  for  generations.  The 
people,  when  they  were  persecuted  in  this 
manner,  appealed  to  the  clergymen  of  the  dis- 
trict to  give  them  some  protection  and  advice, 
and  they  were  told  by  the  clergymen  that  it 
was  the  will  of  God  that  they  should  be  so 
disposed  of.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  was 
not  very  much  of  the  "will  of  God"  in  the 
matter,  and  that  there  was  more  of  the  will  of 
man  than  the  will  of  God  in  it.  At  any  rate,  it 
appears  to  me  that  there  is  something  similar 
in  oqnnection  with  certain  gentlemen  in  this 
country,  who  try  to  buy  Native  lands  at  a  far 
less  price  than  the  land  is  worth,  at  the 
same  time  telling  the  Natives,  in  so  many 
words,  that  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  they 
should  part  with  their  land  to  them.  I  think 
that,  on  the  whole,  the  Natives  will  not  dis- 
trust the  Government  in  this  matter;  and,  if 
there  is  any  distrust,  it  must  be  owing  to  the 
bad  legislation  in  the  past,  and  the  bad  ad- 
ministination  in  regard  to  these  lands  by  allow- 
ing the  Natives  to  be  "got  over  "  in  the  disposal 
of  their  land  at  less  than  its  value.  And  they 
can  only  be  cured  by  honest  and  straightforward 
administration,  —  by  dealing  with  them  in  a 
way  which  will  gain  their  confidence.  Now,  I 
should  say  this  with  regard  to  that  point :  that 


this  Bill  is  to  prevent  anything  in  the  shape  of 
robbery  of  the  Natives  in  the  purchasing  of 
their  land  by  any  Government  officer,  because 
it  first  provides  that  the  value  of  the  land  is  to 
be  ascertained  by  an  independent  Board  —  a 
Board  in  which  the  Natives  themselves  will 
have  a  voice.  If  the  price  is  fixed  before  the 
Natives  are  called  upon  to  decide  whether  they 
will  dispose  of  it  or  not  they  know  what  the 
land  is  worth.  There  is  no  back-door  influence 
afterwards.  They  simply  know  what  they  are 
going  to  get  for  the  land  if  they  part  with 
it,  and  they  have  then  to  elect  whether  they 
will  do  so  or  not.  If  they  elect  to  do  so,  of 
course  they  must  be  satisfied  with  what  they 
receive.  Certainly,  after  the  arrangements  are 
complete,  the  Natives  will  receive  the  value  of 
the  laud  as  fixed  by  the  Board :  that  is,  they 
will  have  the  Government  security  that  they 
will  get  their  money  or  the  interest  of  their 
money.  It  has  been  stated  that  any  amount 
of  Native  land  could  be  bought  i£  we  had 
the  money  to  purchase  it.  This  Bill  makes 
provision  for  circumstances  in  which  we  do 
not  want  a  lot  of  money  at  all,  because  we 
know  that  a  large  number  of  Natives  do  not 
wish  to  get  cash  for  their  land.  They  are  quite 
willing  to  take  debentures,  and  some  of  them 
who  do  not  wish  to  sell  the  land  will  be  satis- 
fied with  debentures,  so  that  Government  will 
be  getting  areas  of  land  that  could  not  be  got 
in  any  other  way  for  the  purposes  of  settlement, 
without  having  to  find  large  sums  of  money  for 
the  purpose.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
if  this  Bill  is  passed  —  anything  that  requires 
amendment  I  have  no  doubt  wUl  be  amended 
in  Committee  —  by  this  House,  and  is  honesUy 
administered,  we  shall  find  in  a  few  years  that 
the  Natives  will  be  satisfied  in  the  matter.  I 
may  point  out,  as  an  example  of  what  can  be 
done,  that  the  effect  of  the  measure  passed 
last  year  in  connection  with  the  West  Coast 
Reserves  is  that  the  Natives  are  actually  bring- 
ing their  land  under  the  Public  Trustee  for  the 
purpose  of  being  able  to  lease  it  themselves. 
And  the  same  thing  can  be  applied  here.  Sup- 
pose a  number  of  Natives,  who  hold  land  at 
the  present  time  in  common,  agree  to  dispose 
of  it  to  the  Government,  either  by  making  it 
Crown  lands  right  off  or  by  leasing  it,  they 
themselves  can  become  tenants  of  their  own 
land,  and  individualise  their  title,  and  in  that 
way  do  what  could  not  be  done  in  any  other 
way.  And  that  is  the  reason  why  the  age  is 
fixed  at  seventeen,  to  enable  these  young  Na- 
tives to  get  the  same  advantage  of  acquiring 
their  own  lands  as  the  Europeans  have  got. 
If  a  block  of  land  is  thrown  open  for  settle-, 
ment  you  allow  Europeans'  sons  who  are  seven- 
teen years  of  age  to  become  settlers.  Why 
debar  Natives  from  becoming  settlers  at  that 
age  ?  We  hear  a  great  deal  said  in  this  House 
about  having  the  same  law  for  the  Europeans 
and  for  the  Natives ;  and  when  we  try  to  make 
the  same  law  —  that  is,  to  enable  Natives  of 
seventeen  years  to  become  settlers,  even  as 
Europeans  youths  do  now  —  we  are  imme- 
diately met  with  the  objection.  Why  do  you 
allow  a  Native  of  seventeen  years  of  age  to 
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do  this  sort  of  thing?  All  this  sort  of  thing 
simply  amounts  to  this:  Honourable  mem- 
bers have  not  given  the  attention  to  the  mW- 
sure  which  they  might  have  given ;  they  have 
not  got  the  information,  and  they  do  not  know 
the  exact  opinions  of  the  Government  in  the 
matter.  However,  I  intend  to  propose  that 
the  Bill  be  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee,  and  honourable  members  who  are 
on  that  Committee  will  have  the  opportunity 
of  going  very  carefully  through  it  clause  by 
clause,  and  of  bringing  it  down  to  this  House, 
I  hope,  in  a  shape  that  will  make  it  acceptable 
to  the  House,  and  get  it  through  this  session. 
With  regard  to  delay  in  bringing  forward  this 
measure,  we  are  told  that  the  Bill  should  have 
been  in  print  months  ago,  and  circulated  all 
over  the  country.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  since  the  Bill  was  put  into  shape,  and 
translated  into  the  Native  language,  and  sent 
through  the  country,  those  who  were  most 
interested  in  the  subject  have  learned  exactly 
what  was  going  on  in  this  matter;  and  the  very 
fact  of  petitions  being  before  this  House  ask- 
ing that  this  legislation  should  not  be  carried 
out  shows  they  do  know  perfectly  well  what 
is  going  on.  I  do  not  recollect  in  the  history 
of  this  colony  when  the  Government  was  called 
upon  to  send  all  the  Native  legislation  they  in- 
tended to  bring  down  to  the  House  all  over  the 
country  months  beforehand,  so  that  the  Natives 
would  know  of  it.  In  legislating  in  this  matter 
any  Government,  to  give  effect  to  the  wishes  of 
the  House,  must  know  to  a  certain  extent  what 
the  views  of  members  are  on  the  subject,  to  give 
satisfaction.  We  could  easily  bring  down  a 
measure  which  we  ourselves  approved  of,  but 
we  have  to  look  at  what  is  practical,  and,  in- 
deed, fair  and  reasonable,  and  for  that  we  have 
to  get  the  opinions  of  other  members  in  the 
House.  It  is  proposed  that  months  before 
the  House  meets  the  Government  Bill  should 
be  sent  all  over  the  country,  and  that  that 
should  be  the  measure,  and  nothing  but  that ; 
and  that  members  of  the  House  representing 
the  people  should  have  no  voice  in  it  at  all. 
That  is  not  our  wish.  We  provide  what  we 
think  will  be  a  favourable  measure,  and  will 
be  likely  to  go  through  the  House,  and  ask 
the  House  to  assist  us  in  getting  it  through. 
We  do  not  think  it  necessary  at  all  that  this 
legislation  should  be  printed  months  before 
the  House  meets,  and  circulated  amongst  the 
Native  population.  During  the  whole  time  I 
have  been  in  this  House,  on  every  occasion 
that  this  question  of  Native-land  legislation 
has  come  before  us,  I  have  always  heard  the 
same  cry,  *'  Delay  this  matter  for  another  year, 
80  that  the  Natives  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  considering  it."  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that,  if  we  delay  this  measure  now  for 
another  twelve  months,  the  same  cry  would  be 
heard  next  year :  "  The  Natives  have  not  suf- 
ficiently considered  this  matter.  You  had 
better  put  it  off  for  another  year."  I  say  the 
House  must  tackle  the  question.  One  honour- 
able member  accused  me  of  using  some  threat 
towards  the  Natives  that  if  they  did  not  accept 
the  Bill  they  would  get  something  worse.  I 
Mr,  J,  McKengie 


did  nothing  of  the  sort.  I  made  no  threat 
whatsoever;  but  what  I  said  was  this :  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  the  people  of  New  Zea< 
land  would  not  allow  seven  million  acres  of  land 
to  lie  unproductive  and  useless,  and  that  if  the 
Natives  were  wise  they  would  take  advantage 
of  public  opinion  and  try  to  get  such  legisla- 
tion passed  as  would  be  beneficial  to  themselves, 
and  beneficial  to  the  colony,  before  the  people 
took  the  bit  in  their  teeth  and  determined  to 
deal  with  it  without  any  further  consideration. 
I  had  no  intention  of  making  any  threat  towards 
these  Native  owners  at  all.  I  wished  to  give 
them  good,  friendly  advice  to  take  advantage 
of  public  opinion,  and  get  legislation  passed 
which  will  be  beneficial  to  themselves  and  to 
the  colony.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  if  this  measure  passes  and  is  honestly 
administered  it  will  prove  beneficial  to  both 
races. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at   twenty    minutes 
past  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday^  Ut  S^tember,  1893. 

First  Beadlngs— Third  Readings— Imprest   Sul 
BUI  (No.  S)— Electoral  Bill— Bank-note  Issue  Bj 

The  Hon.  the  Speaksb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Dunedin  Garrison  Hall  Trustees  Empower- 
ing Bill,  Ghristchurch  Hospital  Bill,  Banks  and 
Bankers  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Companies  Bill,   Eaiapoi    Borough  Ck>uncil 
Vesting  Bill. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  3). 
This  Bill  was  read  the  first,  the  second,  and 
the  third  time. 

ELECTORAL  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTSE. 

Clause  11.— Persons  entitled  to  be  registered. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved.  That  the 
words  **  and,  unless  his  name  is  already  on  the 
roll,"  in  lines  19  and  20,  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause.'' 


Atbs,  22. 

Acland 

Johnston 

Ormond 

Bamicoat 

Kelly 

Pharazyn 

Bolt 

Mantell 

PoUen 

Buckley 

MacGregor 

Stevens 

Dignan 

McCullough 

Stewart 

Hart 

Montgomery 

Whyte 

Jenkinson 

Oliver 
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Bonar 
Kerr 
McLean 
Peaoook 


Noes,  11. 
Reynolds 
Bichardson 
Shrimski 
Swanson 


Wahawaha 
Walker,  L. 
Whitmore. 


Majority  for,  11. 

Words  retained. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMOKE  moved  to 
add,  **  Notwithstanding  anything  in  *  The  De- 
fence Act,  1886,'  contained,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  officer  or  member  of  the  Permanent 
Militia,  during  the  time  he  shall  continue 
therein,  to  register  as  a  voter,  and  to  vote  for 
the  election  of  a  member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly.*' 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so 
added." 

Ayes,  17. 
Bonar  McLean  Swanson 

Feldwick  Peacock  Wahawaha 

Grace  Reynolds  Walker,  L. 

Kelly  Richardson        Walker,  W.  C. 

Kerr  Rigg  Whitmore. 

Mantell  Shrimski 


Adand 

Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Buckley 

Dignan 

Hart 

Jenkinson 


Nobs,  20. 
Jennings 
Johnston 
MacGregor 
McGuUough 
Montgomery 
Oliver 
Ormond 


Pharazyn 

Pollen 

Stevens 

Stewart 

Whyte 

Williams. 


Majority  against,  8. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  13. — Names  of  persons  now  registered 
on  more  than  one  roll  to  remain  on  one  roll 
only. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  moved,  That  the 
words  "  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing five  pounds  and,"  in  lines  45  and  46,  be 
struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ates,  18. 

Acland 

Jenkinson 

Ormond 

Bamicoat 

Jennings 

Pharazyn 

Bolt 

Johnston 

Pollen 

Buckley 

MacGregor 

Stewart 

Dignan 

Montgomery 

Whyte 

Hart 

Oliver 

Noes,  16. 

Williams. 

Bonar 

McLean 

Swanson 

Feldwick 

Peacock 

Wahawaha 

Kelly 

Reynolds 

Walker,  L. 

Kerr 

Richardson 

Walker,  W.C. 

Mantell 

Shrimski 

Whitmore. 

McCullough 

Majority  for, 

2. 

Words  retained. 

The  Hon. 

Mr.  McLEAN 

moved,  That  the 

farther  consideration  of  the  clause  be  post- 

poned. 

VOIj.  IjXXXL- 


The  Committee   divided   on   the  question, 
'  That  the  clause  be  postponed." 


Bonar 

Feldwick 

Jennings 

Johnston 

Kelly 

Kerr 


Ayes,  18. 
Mantell 
McLean 
Oliver 
Ormond 
Peacock 
Reynolds 


Richardson 

Shrimski 

Swanson 

Walker,  L. 

Whitmore 

Whyte. 


Noes,  14. 
Acland  Hart  Pollen 

Bamicoat  Jenkinson  Stewart 

Bolt  MacGregor        Wahawaha 

Buckley  Montgomery      Williams. 

Dignan  Pharazyn 

Majority  for,  4. 

Clause  postponed. 

Clause  42. — Registrar  to  remove  names  in 
case  of  death,  or  on  request,  or  for  disqualifica- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  moved  to  insert 
in  line  20,  after  the  word  '*  and,"  the  following 
words:  "shall  within  one  month  from  the 
completion  of  the  election  expunge  from  any 
rollm  the  district." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 


Feldwick 

Grace 

Jenkinson 

Kerr 

Mantell 


Ates,  14. 
MacGregor 
McLean 
Peacock 
Reynolds 
Rigg 


Shrimski 
Swanson 
Walker,  W.  0. 
Whitmore. 


Noes,  21. 

Acland  Johnston  Pollen 

Bamicoat  Kelly  Richardson 

Bolt  McCullough  Stevens 

Bonar  Montgomery  Stewart 

Buckley  Oliver  Wahawaha 

Dignan  Ormond  Whyte 

Jennings  Pharazyn  Williams. 

Majority  against,  7. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  61.  —  Seamen  and  commercial  tra»- 
vellers  to  make  declckration,  and  claim  for  an 
electoral  right. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  commercial  traveller,"  in  lines  18  and 
19. 

The  Conmiittee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Acland 

Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Bonar 

Buckley 

Dignan 

Hart 


Ates,  21. 
Johnston 
Kerr 

MacGregor 
McCullough 
McLean 
Montgomery 
Oliver 
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Feld'wick 

Jenkinson 

Jennings 

Kelly 

Mantell 


Nobs,  16. 
Peacock 
Bichardson 

Rigg 

Shrimski 
Stewart 


Swaneon 

Wahawaha 
Walker,  L. 
Walker,  W.O. 
Whitmore. 


Majority  for,  6. 
Words  retained. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG  moved  to  insert  in  line 
19,  after  the  word  "  traveller,"  the  words  **  or 
shearer.'* 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  Inserted  be  so 
inserted." 

Ayes,  16. 

Acland  Kerr  Swanson 

Bonar  McLean  Wahawaha 

Feldwick  Bichardson        Walker,  L. 

Hart  Bigg  Walker,  W.  C. 

Jenkinson  Shrimski.  Whitmore. 

Kelly 

Noes,  18. 
Barnicoat  McCuUough       Pollen 

Bolt  Montgomery      Beynolds 

Buckley  Oliver  Stevens 

Dignan  Ormond  Stewart 

Johnston  Peacock  Whyte 

MacGregor         Pharazyn  Williams. 

Majority  against,  2. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI  moved  to  insert 
in  line  19,  after  the  word  "  traveller,"  the  words 
**  or  harvester." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 


Ayes,  15. 

Acland 

Kerr 

Swanson 

Bonar 

Peacock 

Wahawaha 

Feldwick 

Bichardson 

Walker.  L. 

Hart 

Bigg 

Walker,  W.  C 

Kelly 

Shrimski 
Noes,  19. 

Whitmore. 

Barnicoat 

McCullough 

Pollen 

Bolt 

McGregor 

Beynolds 

Buckley 

Montgomery 

Stevens 

Dignan 

Oliver 

Stewart 

Jenkinson 

Ormond 

Whyte 

Jennings 

Pharazyn 

Williams. 

Johnston 

Majority  against,  4. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Progress 

reported. 

BANKNOTE  ISSUE  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A,  BUCKLEY.—Sir,  in  ask- 
ing the  Council  to  pass  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill  to-night,  I  am,  I  admit,  taking  a 
very  unusual  course ;  but  it  is  a  Bill  of  a 
character  for  which  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
necessity  in  future  as  there  has  never  been 
in  the  past.  We  are  following  in  the  lines  of 
legislation  in  another  colony,  and  legislation 
of  a  character  which,  if  it  had  been  adopted 


prior  to  the  panic  that  has  there  taken  place, 
might  have  obviated  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
An  occasion  has  arisen  for  this  Bill  in  the 
City  of  Auckland,  where  what  is  known  as  a 
run  has  tsJcen  place  upon  what  I  believe  is 
one  of  the  safest  institutions  in  the  country. 
For  some  reason  or  another  this  run  has  taken 
place  upon  that  institution,  which,  I  believe, 
from  the  information  which  the  Government 
have,  is  perfectly  safe,  and  able  not  only  to 
pay  its  debts,  but  a  great  deal  more.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  present  Bill  is,  to  a  great  extent,  to 
obviate  any  accident  that  might  occur  in  con- 
nection with  any  other  institution.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  the  bank  in  question  had  obli- 
gations of  a  sort  which  really  do  not  exist,  and 
from  all  the  information  which  we  are  able  to 
obtain  we  find  that,  although  we  do  nothing 
to  commit  the  colony  in  any  way,  it  will  be 
wise  to  place  the  banks  in  such  a  position  as 
will  prevent  a  run  on  any  of  them.  The 
First  Part  of  this  Bill  is  composed  of  matter  of 
a  permanent  character,  and  the  Second  of  a 
temporary  character.  The  First  Part  makes  the 
notes  a  first  charge  on  the  assets  of  the  bank — 
and  a  proper  thing,  too ;  and  the  Second  Part 
of  the  Bill  gives  the  Governor  power,  by  Order 
in  Council,  to  guarantee  to  a  certain  extent 

Eayment  for  a  certain  period  of  a  bank's  notes ; 
ut,  at  the  same  time,  the  Government 
and  the  Governor  must  be  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  assets  of  any  such  institution  are 
sufficient  to  relieve  the  colony  from  any  conse- 
quent obligation.  These  are  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  which  are  of  a  character  which  will 
be  beneficial  to  the  colony,  and  which  will 
prevent  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  panic 
such  as  might  be  likely  to  ensue  if  we  do  not 
pass  the  Bill.  I  was  pleased  a  few  moments 
ago  to  see  in  the  other  Chamber  both  sides  of 
the  House  taking  the  responsibility  for  the 
Bill :  that  is  to  say,  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion and  the  Government  both  acknowledged 
the  necessity  for  a  measure  of  this  kind.  I 
think  I  have  said  sufficient  to  explain  the  Bill, 
and  it  is  unnecessary  to  ofier  any  further  com- 
ment. I  beg  leave  now  to  move.  That  tlie  BUI 
be  read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMOBE.— I  eon- 
gratulate  the  Government  on  having  brought 
this  Bill  forward.  At  the  same  time,  I  demur 
to,  or  complain  to  a  certain  extent  of,  a  remark 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  ad- 
dressed us ;  because  the  Auckland  Savings-bank 
is  in  no  way  concerned  in  this  Bill.  That  bank 
does  not  issue  notes,  so  this  Bill  is  not  to  gua- 
rantee their  notes ;  and  I  do  not  think  there 
was  any  occasion  to  have  brought  up  this  tem- 
porary run  on  the  Auckland  Saving-bank  as 
an  occasion  for  this  Bill.  The  fact  is  that  the 
Government  owes  the  bank  money — it  is  not 
that  the  bank  owes  anybody  else  anything. 
The  Auckland  Savings-bank  is  a  creditor  of 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  to  the  extent  of 
£125,000,  and  it  has  deposits  in  all  the  other 
banks  to  an  extent  considerably  more  than 
its  liabilities.  The  Auckland  Savings-bank  is 
therefore  not  the  occasion  of  this  at  all.  It  is 
very  properly  the  duty  of  the  Govenunent  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1893.] 


Bank-fiote 


[COUNCIL.] 


IssiLe  Bill, 


647 


time  this  Action  so  that  no  inconvenience, 
<ach  as  ocoorred  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne, 
may  arise.  The  remainder  of  the  Bill  is  in 
accordance  with  what  the  Government  ought 
to  do  in  the  time  of  a  crisis.  This  is  a  sort 
of  indirect  protection  of  savings-banks  in  the 
country.  The  savings-bank  of  Dunedin  and 
the  savings-bank  of  Hawke*s  Bay  I  know  are 
largely  in  credit,  and  not  many  years  ago  they 
obtained  authority  to  spend  money  which  they 
did  not  Imow  what  to  do  with.  That  money 
was  spent,  and  wisely  spent,  I  think,  in  build- 
ing suitable  offices.  That  is  all  I  have  got  to 
say.  The  necessity  for  the  Bill  is  the  neces- 
sity which  existed  all  over  the  Australasian 
Colonies  during  the  time  of  great  difficulty  to 
realise  their  securities  at  a  short  notice.  I 
think  the  Government  have  done  perfectly  right 
in  bringing  in  this  Bill,  but  I  do  not  want  the 
Auckland  bank  to  be  made  the  occasion  of  this 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  should  just 
like  to  say  a  few  words.  The  Hon.  Sir  George 
Whitmore  has  stated  that  the  Auckland  bank 
owes  nothing. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMOBE.— I  said  it 
has  no  notes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— And  that  the 
Government  owes  it  a  large  sum  of  money. 
Now,  it  is  quite  true  that  the  Government 
owes  the  bank  a  large  sum  of  money,  because 
the  bank  holds  Treasury  bills  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  these  are  not  immediately  realisable. 
These  banks  were  established,  I  think,  in  1858, 
and  the  Government  appointed  the  trustees 
of  each  bank,  and  those  trustees  appointed 
Tioe-presidents.  I  do  not  think  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General  is  paying  attention. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  always 
pay  attention  to  my  honourable  friend's  re- 
marks. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— It  does  not 
look  like  it.  I  want  to  give  an  explanation 
as  to  how  the  matter  stands.  I  say  this  Bill 
does  not  provide  for  the  savings-banks  in  any 
way.  I  am  aware  that  the  Auckland  Savings- 
bank,  as  well  as  the  other  savings-banks,  has 
large  deposits  in  other  banks,  as  also  other 
securities;  but  these  are  not  altogether  liquid, 
and  should  a  run  continue  on  the  savings-bank 
the  Government  would  have  to  come  to  the 
rescue,  and  pay  the  depositors  their  deposit- 
money.  The  Government  is  responsible  to 
the  depositors.  We  had  a  case  in  point  in  the 
early  days — I  think,  during  the  first  session  in 
Wellington.  The  savings-bank  of  the  City  of 
Wellington  had  advanced  to  the  Provincial  Go- 
vernment— I  am  not  quite  certain  of  the  parti- 
culars now,  but  I  think  it  was  somewhere  about 
£20,000.  There  was  a  run  on  the  saving-banks, 
and  the  Government  had  to  step  forward  and 
paj  the  depositors,  and  it  never  got  back  a 
penny  from  the  Province  of  Wellington.  Now, 
supposing  the  run  on  the  Auckland  Savings- 
bank  were  to  continue,  and  its  liquid  funds  be 
exhausted,  I  hold  that,  as  the  colony  is  re- 
sponsible to  the  depositors,  the  Treasury  would 
Jiave  to  advance  whatever  funds  might  be  re- 
4qjcdxed;  and  so  with  other  savings- bajoks  in  the 


colony.  I  quite  believe  these  institutions  are 
perfectly  sound;  and  I  believe  this  one  is  as 
sound  as  the  Bank  of  England.  I  happen  to 
have  been  for  many  years  a  trustee  of  one  of 
these  institutions  since  the  Act  was  passed,  and 
I  can  guarantee  as  to  its  stability — that  there 
is  not  the  least  fear  of  any  loss  in  Dunedin.  I 
do  not  for  a  moment  suppose  there  would  be 
any  loss  in  Auckland.  At  the  same  time,  if 
there  be  a  run  on  this  or  any  other  similar 
bank  in  the  colony,  the  Treasury  will  have  to 
find  the  money  and  pay  the  depositors ;  other- 
wise the  colony  will  oecome  itself,  I  may  say, 
a  defaulter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— They  will  pay  it 
themselves. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  Hon.  Mr. 
Bonar  says  they  will  pay  it  themselves.  Yes,  it 
is  all  very  well,  but  it  may  be  difficult  for  them 
to  pay  if  they  have  their  funds  locked  up,  as 
most  of  them  have. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— We  have  not  got 
ours  locked  up. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Well,  that  is 
an  exception  to  the  rule.  I  know  they  are 
locked  up  to  a  certain  extent  in  Auckland 
and  Dunedin ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  these 
banks  within  a  very  limited  period  would  be 
able  to  meet  all  demands  upon  them,  but  while 
the  run  continued  the  savings-banks  would 
have  to  lean  upon  the  Treasury  to  meet  the 
calls  of  the  depositors  for  payment.  There  is 
not  the  least  question  in  my  mind  that  the 
savings-banks  would  call  upon  the  colony  to 
pay  the  depositors. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  have  only  one 
or  two  words  to  say.  Sir.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  present  occasion  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant that  could  possibly  arise  in  the  history 
of  the  colony.  It  is  the  first  time  such  a  thing 
has  been  contemplated  since  the  Constitution 
Act — namely,  to  establish  a  legal  tender  of 
notes  in  the  colony.  It  is  not  for  the  purpose 
of  going  into  the  question  of  the  legal  tender  of 
notes  that  I  rise.  But  I  have  to  say  that  I 
think  this  Council  would  not  consent  to  pass 
this  Bill  were  it  not  entirely  on  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Government.  I  say  this  because 
my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary 
said,  from  what  he  had  heard  in  another  place, 
that  such  a  view  was  taken  of  the  question  that 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House  had  accepted 
joint  responsibility  with  the  Government  upon 
this  important  question.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  not 
think  they  can  have  done  so,  although  they 
no  doubt  expressed  a  proper  syijipathy  wi& 
the  Government  under  the  difficult  circum- 
stances alleged  to  exist.  I  repeat  that,  if  a 
measure  of  this  kind  is  passed  through  with 
such  extraordinary  expedition,  the  responsi- 
bility must  be  entirely  with  the  Government 
of  the  day.  I  do  not  propose  to  offer  any 
further  remarks  upon  that  subject;  the  Go- 
vernment in  charge  is  responsible  for  the  Bill, 
and,  that  being  so,  I  do  not  intend  to  say  any- 
thing further ;  but  I  desire  to  express  the  hope 
that  this  will  not  be  twisted  at  any  future 
period  into  an  acceptance  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  principle  of  irredeemable  currency  in 
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any  shape  or  form.  It  does  not  propose  to 
establish  an  irredeemable  currency,  bat  a  re- 
deemable guarantee  for  a  limited  period.  I 
do  hope  that  it  will  not  be  quoted  as  a  pre- 
cedent, or  as  giving  any  colour  to  the  idea 
that  the  Legislature  had  it  in  its  mind  at  any 
time  that  an  irredeemable  currency  should  be 
established. 
Bill  read  the  second  and  the  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half-past  ten  o'clock 
p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESBNTATIVBS. 

Friday^  1st  September^  1893, 

First  BeodingB— Second  Beadinff--ImpreBt  Supply 
Bill  (No.  8)— J.  JerviB— E.  M.  Smith— Lunatics— 
Dr.  MacGregor— Lunatic  Asylnm  Attendants- 
Appointment  of  Teachers— Teachers'  Salaries- 
Kapler  Breakwater— Influx  of  CrlminalB-^hari- 
table  Aid— Thames  and  Coromandel  Hospitals 
—  Gumflelds— Hospitals  and  Charitahlo  Aid  — 
Police  Superannuation  —  Otorohanga  Native 
Land  Court— B.  Poster— Christchuroh  Night 
Watchman— Native  Acts— Lincoln  School  of 
Agriculture— Awakino  Block— West  Coast  Settle- 
ment Beserves  — Sale  of  Alcoholic  Liquor  at 
Sydenham— Waitaki  Land— Eketahuna-Alfred- 
ton  Telephone  — Native  Land  (Validation  of 
Titles)  BUI— Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill— 
Bank-note  Issue  Bill— Banks  and  JBankers  Bill- 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill. 

Mr.  Sfsakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Bank-note  Issue  Bill,  Companies  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Native  Land  Court  Certificates  Confirmation 
Bill. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  3). 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a 
third  time. 

J.  JERVIS. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  received  a  letter 
addressed  to  himself  and  to  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  respectfully  worded, 
and  purporting  to  be  signed  by  one  *'  John  Jervis, 
Victoria  Road,  Devonport,'*  wherein  it  was  re- 
presented that  a  certain  petition  presented  on 
a  previous  occasion  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitemata,  and  purporting  to  have  been 
signed  by  the  said  John  Jervis,  was  not  signed 
by  him,  but  was  a  forgery.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  would  ask  some  member  of  the 
Government  to  move  that  the  letter  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  referred  to  the  Public  Petitions 
A  to  L  Committee,  to  whom  the  petition  had 
been  referred,  in  order  that  the  Committee 
might  inquire  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved.  That  the  letter 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  referred  to  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee. 

Mr.  PALMER  was  very  glad  this  matter  had 

come  up  in  the  House.    This  man  John  Jervis 

had  sent  a  petition,  and  had  sent  letters  to  Mr. 

Rees,  and  also  to  himself,  and  the  petition  was 

Hon,  Mr,  Stevms 


still  before  the  Petitions  Committee.  He  did 
not  know  whether  he  or  Mr.  Rees  presented 
it.  He  had  ffone  to  the  Speaker  with  it ;  and* 
as  it  charged  some  people  with  forgery,  others 
with  conspiracy,  others  with  perjury,  and  had 
made  charges  against  the  Government,  and 
also  against  His  Excellency  the  late  Govemor» 
he  had  asked  the  Speaker  whether  he  ought  to 
present  the  petition,  and  had  been  told  that 
under  the  circumstcmces  he  should  do  so. 
The  petition  had  been  presented  not  this  year, 
but  last  year ;  but  the  petitions  not  dealt  with 
last  year  were,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  House,  brought  up  this  session.  He  had 
gone  before  the  Petitions  Committee,  and  told 
them  he  knew  nothing  whatever  about  it, — ^that 
he  simply  presented  the  petition,  but  could  give 
no  evidence.  They  had  sent  back  a  letter  from 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  John  Jervis,  of  Devon- 
port,  Auckland,  and  the  result  was,  the  Speaker 
had  received  the  communication  he  had  just 
mentioned.  He  might  say  he  had  a  petition  pur- 
porting to  have  been  signed  by  J.  Jervis,  and  that 
the  petition  set  out  all  the  facts  he  had  come 
to  him  about,  and  that  it  was  in  accordance 
with  letters  and  signatures  he  had  seen  in  his 
handwriting;  so  that  he  actually  knew  the 
petition  was  in  Mr.  Jervis's  handwriting.  This 
man  appeared  to  have  acted  in  a  most  extra- 
ordinary manner,  and  therefore  he  would  like 
steps  to  be  taken  to  see  whether  the  petition 
was  in  the  handwriting  of  this  man  or  not. 
He  felt  satisfied  that  it  was  in  his  handwritings 
and  he  really  could  not  tell  what  was  the  mat- 
ter with  the  man,  unless  he  was  **  a  bit  strange." 
That  was  the  only  conclusion  he  could  arrive 
at.  The  petition  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee,  and  it  could  be  clearly  proved 
whether  it  was  in  his  handwriting  or  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  some  of  the  circum- 
stances mentioned  by  the  honourable  member 
had  been  within  his  knowledge  previoosly. 
There  was  at  the  present  moment  in  the  hsknds 
of  a  member  of  the  House  another  petition 

Purporting  to  be  signed  by  the  same  person, 
'herefore  he  thought  the  better  course  was  to 
move  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  A  to  I* 
Committee  for  inquiry. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Subsequently, 

Mr.  Cadman  presented  a  petition  from  J. 
Jervis,  praying  the  House  to  Inquire  into  cer- 
tain irregularities  complained  of. 

Mr.  PALMER  would  move,  That  the  petition 
be  read,  because  it  was  from  the  person  who  had 
been  previously  referred  to,  emd  who  had  made 
certain  charges  against  him  as  a  member  of  the 
House.  In  the  previous  petition  he  also  charged 
members  of  a  legal  firm  in  Wellington  with 
forgery,  and  certain  other  persons  with  perjarj 
and  with  stealing  land.  The  previous  petition 
was  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature  that  he  asked 
Mr.  Speaker  whether  or  not  he  ought  to  present 
it,  and  Mr.  Speaker  said  he  thought  that  he 
should  do  so.  The  petition  was  presented,  and 
the  Petitions  Committee  reported  that  they  had 
no  recommeudation  to  make.  The  Clerk  of  the 
House  sent  him  a  copy  of  the  decision  of  the 
Committee,  which  he  immediately  posted    U> 
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the  petitioner's  address  at  Devonport,  Auck- 
land. Papers  were  then  received  from  the 
Sititioner,  in  which  he  charged  the  Clerk  of  the 
ouse  and  himself  with  conspiracy.  He  thought 
the  letter  ought  to  be  read  and  spoken  on  :  if 
it  were  read  honourable  members  would  see  the 
ertraordinary  nature  of  the  allegations  which 
the  petition  contained,  and  they  would  see  the 
aheurdity  of  the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAGKBNZIE  said  that  if  the 
all^ations  of  the  honourable  member  were  cor- 
rect, as  he  had  no  doubt  they  were,  the  peti- 
tion could  not  be  received  at  all,  and  therefore 
the  time  of  the  House  ought  not  to  be  taken 
up  by  reading  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  this  petition  had  no- 
thing  whatever  to  do  with  the  previous  petition. 
The  present  petition  made  certain  complaints 
against  a  certain  person  who,  as  the  petitioner 
alleged,  was  wrongfully  allowed  to  practise  the 
art  of  a  lawyer  in  the  Courts  of  New  Zealand. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  PALMER  said  there  was  yet  another 
petition  which  Mr.  SpecJcer  had  handed  to  him 
from  the  same  individual,  who  stated  that  no 
lawyer  was  to  present  it.  Ho  was  therefore 
retaining  it  until  some  one  was  willing  to  pre- 
sent it,  and  he  moved.  That  the  petition  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  understand  the  posi- 
tion taken  up  by  the  honourable  member.  It 
would  be  irregular  to  put  such  a  motion,  as 
the  petition  had  not  been  presented.  The 
honourable  gentleman  might  bring  all  the 
documents  before  the  Petitions  Committee  in 
connection  with  the  letter  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  it. 

E.  M.  SMITH. 
.  Mr.  WILSON  brought  up  a  report  of  the 
Manufactures  and  Industries  Committee  on 
the  petition  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Smith.  The  petitioner 
prayed  that  the  Committee  should  recommend 
the  Government  to  grant  a  subsidy  of  pound 
for  pound  up  to  £250  for  that  or  any  lesser  sum 
subscribed  by  the  public  to  assist  in  sending 
him  Home  to  endeavour  to  start  the  iron  indus- 
try in  the  colony.  The  Committee  reported 
tliat  they  had  no  recommendation  to  miJce.  He 
moved,  That  the  report  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
ferred back.  It  appeared  that  owing  to  pressure 
of  business  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Hymouth  had  not  been  able  to  give  his  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee.  As  he  ought  to 
be  enabled  to  do  so,  he  would  move.  That  the 
report  be  referred  back,  so  that  the  Committee 
might  take  the  evidence  of  the  petitioner. 

Mr.  WILSON  might  explain  that  it  was  not 
that  Mr.  Smith's  evidence  should  be  taken, 
hot  that  he  might  be  present  when  the  report 
was  brought  up,  the  honourable  gentleman 
being  now  absent. 

Words  **  do  lie  on  the  table  "  struck  out. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
Ihe  words  '  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee, 
m  order  that  Mr.  Smith's  evidence  may  be 
taken,*  be  inserted.'* 


Atbs,  35. 


Allen 

Hutchison,  G. 

Pinkerton 

Blake 

Hutchison,  W 

Reeves 

Cadman 

Joyce 

Seddon 

Oarnoross 

Kapa 
Kelly,  W. 

Shera 

Carroll 

Swan 

McGowan 

Tanner 

Fish 

McGuire 

Thompson,  T 

Fisher 

McKenzie,  J. 

Ward 

Fraser 

McLean 

Wilson. 

Hall-Jones 

Meredith 

TelUra. 

Hamlin 

O'Conor 

Lawry 

Houston 

Palmer 
Noes,  14. 

Mills,  C.  H. 

Buchanan 

Harkness 

Rolleston 

Buckland 

Lake 

Valentine. 

Duthie 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Tellers, 

Eamshaw 

Mills,  J. 

Richardson 

Hall 

Moore 

Wright. 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Duncan  Buchanan 

Parata  Mackenzie,  T. 

Smith,  E.  M.  Rhodes. 

Majority  for,  21. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  report  referred 
back  to  the  Committee. 

LUNATICS. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Premier,— (1)  Whether  it 
is  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Lunacy 
Department  to  knowingly  admit  patients  under 
an  assumed  name ;  and  (2)  whether  he  is  aware 
of  any  case  or  cases  in  which  such  has  been 
done? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  there  was  no  such  prac- 
tice, and  there  was  no  such  caise. 

DR.  MACGREGOR. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  renew  the 
engagement  of  Dr.  MacGregor  at  the  salary  of 
£1,200,  which  he  now  receives  7 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  matter  had  not  yet 
received  the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUM  ATTENDANTS. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  he 
is  aware  that,  since  Dr.  MacGregor*8  appoint- 
ment as  Inspector  of  Hospitals  and  Lunatic 
Asylums,  at  least  five  hundred  employes  in  tiie 
latter  department  have  either  been  dismissed 
or  voluntarily  left  the  service,  and  can  he  ex- 
plain why  this  is  so  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  it  was  quite  true  that  a 
very  large  number  of  asylum  employes  had 
either  voluntarily  left  the  service  or  been  re- 
tired or  dismissed.  But  the  majority  of  these 
left  during  the  first  five  years.  During  the 
last  two  and  a  half  years  about  fifty-six  persons 
had  been  dismissed.  Those  who  left  during 
the  first  two  years  of  Dr.  MacGregor's  inspec- 
torship were  dispensed  with  chiefly  for  this 
reason:  that  the  three  largest  establishments 
of  the  colony  had  been  completely  reorganized 
from  top  to  bottom,  and  the  dispensing  with  a 
large  number  of  assistants  and  persons  em- 
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ployed  was  part  of  the  reorganization.  With 
regard  to  the  lower  officials  of  the  asylums,  they 
were  dismissed,  dispensed  with,  or  retired  not 
hy  the  Inspector- General,  hut  hy  the  Medioal 
Superintendents.  The  Medical  Superintend- 
ents dispensed  with  them,  and*,  after  dispensing 
with  them,  reported  to  the  Inspector^General ; 
and  the  Inspector -General  would  have  the 
power,  of  course,  to  inquire  into  any  dismissal 
he  did  not  approve  of.  Certain  dismissals  had 
heen  effected  by  the  Inspector-General  himself. 
He  thought,  speaking  from  memory,  some  nine 
or  twelve  dismissals  were  stated  to  have  been 
effected  by  Dr.  MacGregor. 

Mr.  FISH  desired  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House.  He  was  not  able  to  be  present 
when  the  departmental  estimates  in  connec- 
tion with  this  Lunacy  Department  were  be- 
fore the  House.  Had  he  been,  he  would  then 
have  made  the  few  remarks  that  he  proposed 
to  make  on  this  occasion.  He  was  very  glad 
to  hear  the  reply  of  the  Minister  to  his  first 
question.  He  had  heard  that  the  contrary 
was  the  case,  and  he  was  pleased  to  hear  that 
hat  was  so, — because  he  assumed  that  before 
an  answer  was  given  the  Minister  had  made 
it  his  duty  to  inquire  into  the  actual  facts. 
With  regard  to  the  second  question,  relating 
to  the  salary  of  Dr.  MacGregor,  he  was  strongly 
of  opinion  that  £1,200  per  annum  was  far  too 
much  for  the  services  he  performed  to  the 
State.  It  seemed  to  be  quite  an  anomaly 
that  a  professional  man  of  Dr.  MacGregor's 
standing  should  be  receiving  so  large  a  ssJary 
as  €hat~£200  in  excess  of  the  amount  received 
by  the  Premier  of  the  country,  and  larger  than 
that  paid  to  any  other  Civil  servant  under  the 
Crown.  He  thought  that,  even  sapposing  that 
gentleman's  abilities  were  greater  than  he  (Mr. 
Fish)  thought  they  were  for  the  special  work 
he  performed,  a  salaiy  of  £1,200  was  far  too 
large.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  par- 
ticularly harsh  against  a  man  who  could  not 
reply  for  himself.  He  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  it  was  not  possible  that  Dr.  MacGregor's 
professional  training  as  a  doctor  before  joining 
the  Government  service  was  sufficient  to  justify 
a  salary  of  that  magnitude  being  paid  t^  him, 
or,  indeed,  to  justify  his  appointment  to  the 
Lunacy  Department.  He  must  say  that  he 
had  never  heard  that  any  one  else  ever  under- 
stood what  Dr.  MacGregor's  qualifications  had 
been  for  the  particular  department  over  which 
he  presided.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  third 
question,  about  the  number  of  dismissals  which 
had  taken  place  during  Dr.  MacGregor's  term 
of  office,  although  the  Minister  had  stated 
that  a  number  had  been  made  by  the  doctors 
in  charge  of  the  asylums,  still  they  could 
not  be  made  without  the  sanction,  and  pos- 
siblv  the  previous  instructions,  of  the  Inspec- 
tor himself ;  and  he  (Mr.  Fish)  was  free  to  con- 
fess his  belief  that  a  large  number  of  the  dis- 
missals and  voluntary  retirements  from  the 
service  only  arose  from  one  reason,  and  that 
was  on  account  of  the  tyrannical  and  over- 
bearing management  by  Dr.  MacGregor  of  these 
institutions.  A  case  nad  recently  come  under 
his  notice,  and  it  fully  bore  out  the  state- 
Mr,  Reeves 


ment  as  to  the  harsh,  tyrannical,  and  over- 
bearing manner  of  this  gentleman,  and  alea 
what  he  thought  he  might  be  justified  in 
terming  the  unfaimeee  with  which  he  treated 
the  persons  under  him  in  these  public  institn- 
tions.  The  case  to  which  he  was  about  to 
refer  seemed  to  him  to  be  about  as  anjusk 
a  one  as  could  possibly  occur,  and  it  showed 
him,  further,  that  Dr.  MacGregor  must  he 
subject  to  very  sudden  changes  of  opinion 
with  regard  to  Civil  servants.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
Fish)  thought  that  a  Civil  servant  who  re- 
received  what  was  practically  a  dismissal,  or 
who  was  compelled  to  resign  at  the  mandate  or 
dictation  of  the  chief  official  of  the  department, 
had  the  same  right  as  every  one  had  of  being 
heard  in  his  own  defence.  Any  Civil  servant 
who  was  dispensed  with — as  he  understood  the 
regulations — had  the  right  to  demand  an  in- 
quiry,  and  that  inquiry  was  in  all  cases,  without 
distinction,  granted  to  the  person  so  dispensed 
with.  He  was  alluding  to  the  case  of  Miss 
Finch,  who  was,  until  recently.  Matron  of  the 
Wellington  Asylum — Mount  View,  he  thought 
it  was  called.  This  lady  had  all  of  a  sudden 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  Dr.  MacGregor. 
He  understood  she  was  egged  on,  or  forced  on, 
by  his  treatment  of  her,  and  by  the  remarks  he 
made  about  her  management,  to  send  in  her 
resignation  of  her  position  of  Matron  of  that 
institution.  After  she  had  tendered  it,  acting, 
possibly,  under  the  hasty  impulse  of  a  woman, 
her  friends  pointed  out  to  her  that  she  had 
done  wrong,  and  requested  her,  in  her  own  in- 
terests, to  withdraw  her  resignation.  She  did 
60.  That  request  was  summarily  and,  as  he 
understood,  most  discourteously  refused  by  Dr. 
MacGregor;  and,  in  reply  to  the  request  to 
be  permitted  to  withdraw  her  resignation,  she 
was  discourteously  informed,  not  only  that  she 
could  not  be  allowed  to  withdraw  her  resigiLa- 
tion,  but  that  actually  the  position  she  oocn- 
pied  had  been  filled  up ;  and  the  time  between 
the  tendering  of  the  resignation  and  filling- 
up  of  the  vacancy  was  so  short  as  to  lead 
many  persons  to  the  inevitable  conclusion  that 
the  office  had  been  marked  out  for  somebodj 
beforehand,  who  was  ready  to  be  pitchforked 
into  it  immediately  this  unfortunate  young 
lady  w€M  induced  to  tender  her  resignation. 
To  show  the  extraordinary  action,  as  he  thought 
it  was,  of  Dr.  MacGregor  with  regard  to  this 
young  lady, — whom,  he  might  say,  he  did  not 
know  and  had  never  seen,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge, — he  would  just  read  one  or  two  ex- 
tracts from  reports,  which  would  show,  at  any 
rate,  that  a  very  sudden  change  of  opinion  had 
taken  place  in  Dr.  MacGregor's  mind,  and  went 
to  prove  one  of  two  things :  either  that  that 
gentleman  was  capable  of  coming  to  very  hasty 
and  immature  conclusions,  or  was  actuated  in 
this  case  by  something  more  than  a  legitimate 
zeal  for  the  general  interests  of  the  Service  of 
the  colony,  and  of  his  department  in  particolac. 
He  would  say,  before  going  further,  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  discuss  this  case  at  any  length, 
for  this  reason :  that  he  believed  further  cor- 
respondence was  now  taking  place  between  thia 
young  lady's  legal  advisers  and  the  department. 
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in  order  to  obtain  an  inquiry,  and,  failing  that, 
— and  it  seemed  to  him  it  was  a  foregone  oon- 
clusion  that  it  would  be  a  failure — the  young 
lady  would  petition  the  Houses  He  only  desired 
to  point  out  what  he  deemed  an  extraordinary 
inconsistency  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  to 
whom  he  referred.  On  the  let  August,  1889,  Dr. 
MacGregor  made  an  entry  in  the  Inspector's 
book — which  was  kept  by  virtue  of  a  section  of 
the  Act  of  1882— in  which  he  stated,  "  Miss 
Finch  promises  to  be  a  most  satisfactory  Ma- 
tron." Then,  on  the  21st  February,  1891,  the 
Inspector  made  an  entry — which  was  included 
in  his  report  dated  the  1st  April,  1891— in  these 
words:  "Especially  I  noticed  an  improve- 
ment on  the  female  side.  Notwithstanding 
that  the  Matron  was  absent  on  leave,  every- 
thing was  going  on  satisfactorily."  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1892  he  stated  that 
he  intended  to  have  her  salary  raised  owing  to 
the  manner  in  which  she  performed  her  duty. 
On  the  26th  October,  1891,  he  made  an  entry— 
which  was  included  in  his  report  of  the  1st 
April,  1892— in  which  he  pointed  out  the  diffi- 
culties which  had  to  be  contended  with  on  the 
female  side  on  account  of  overcrowding,  there 
being  over  25  per  cent,  more  patients  than 
there  was  accommodation  for.  In  the  entry 
tbe  Inspector  said,  "Considering  the  great 
difficulties  the  Matron  and  her  stafi  had  to 
contend  with,  it" — the  female  side— ** is  very 
creditable  to  her."  Then,  he  (Mr.  Fish)  under- 
stood it  was  a  fact  that,  in  various  conversa- 
tions, at  various  times,  and  especially  with  a 
gentleman  who  was  on  a  professional  visit  to 
Wellington  in  1891,  Dr.  MacGregor  spoke 
highly  of  the  manner  in  which  Miss  Finch 
performed  her  duties,  and  of  her  capacity. 
These  were  facts  which  were  in  print,  and 
could  not,  he  apprehended,  be  denied;  and 
therefore  it  appeared  to  him,  on  the  face  of 
it,  that  the  department  had  acted  in  a  most 
arbitrary  manner  in  refusing,  in  the  first  place, 
to  allow  the  young  lady  to  withdraw  her  resig- 
nation, and,  secondly,  in  a  more  arbitnuy  man- 
ner still  in  refusing  to  grant  her  an  inquiry, 
which  was  the  common  right,  and  was  given 
to  every  member  of  the  Civil  Service,  as  he 
nnderstood,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest. 
There  was  something  wrong  somewhere,  and  he 
could  not  help  saying  that,  so  far  as  he  knew 
the  facts,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  young 
lady  had  been  very  unjustly  treated.  However, 
there  mig^t  be  another  side  to  the  question, 
and  it  might  be  possible  that  Dr.  MacGregor 
could  justify  his  conduct  with  regard  to  her; 
but,  if  that  were  the  case,  it  appeared  to  him 
the  department.  Dr.  MacGregor,  and  the  Minis- 
ter should  have  hailed  with  delight  the  appli- 
cation of  this  young  lady  for  an  inquiry  into 
her  case ;  and  he  thought  the  House  would  be 
unanimous  in  saying  that  such  an  inquiry 
should  be  granted,  as  a  matter  pf  justice.  He 
had  opposed  that  gentleman's  salary  in  the 
House  on  more  occasions  than  one,  and  had 
expressed  the  conviction  that  he  held,  from  no 
feeling  of  personal  hostility  to  the  gentleman 
referred  to,  that  that  gentleman  was  not  the 
lEight  man  in  the  right  place.    He  had  never 


been  able  to  see  that  so  important  a  department 
as  that  of  Lunacy  and  Hospitals  would  be  safe 
under  the  control  of  Dr.  MacGregor.  So  far  as 
his  (Mr.  Fish's)  knowledge  was  concerned,  that 
gentleman  had  never,  since  his  appointment  to 
that  important  position,  advocated  a  reform  of 
any  kind.  He  believed  it  was  on  record  that 
during  one  visit  to  Dunedin  he  had  suggested 
to  the  authorities  that  they  might  make  an 
improvement  in  some  ventilator  or  valve  in 
connection  with  the  Benevolent  Asylum  at 
that  place.  But,  apart  from  that,  in  no  part 
of  the  colony  had  he  made  any  suggestion  of 
reform  or  improvement  in  the  great  department 
he  had  under  his  charge.  He  need  hardly  say 
more  than  this:  that  for  the  control  of  insti- 
tutions of  the  kind  which  Dr.  MacGregor  had 
under  his  charge  it  was  absolutely  essential 
beyond  all  things  that  the  right  man  should  be 
in  the  right  place ;  and  if  it  could  be  shown,  as 
he  thought  it  could  easily  be  shown,  with  regard 
to  his  general  management  that  he  was  sys- 
tematically fiery  and  overbearing  to  those  under 
him,  and  subject  to  spasmodic  fits  of  vacilla- 
tion with  regard  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
persons  under  his  control,  it  proved  more  dis- 
tinctly than  anything  else  that  a  gentleman 
such  as  that  should  not  be  intrusted  with  these 
large  powers.  There  was  another  very  strong 
impression  on  his  mind,  that  Dr.  MacGregor 
had  too  much  command  over  his  department. 
He  understood  that  in  times  gone  by,  when 
the  department  was  under  the  control  of  Mr. 
Cooper  as  Under-Secretary,  that  gentleman 
acted  as  a  connecting-link  between  the  In- 
spector of  Asylums  and  the  Minister;  but  he 
was  informed  that  the  circumstances  were 
altered,  and  that  the  gentleman  who  now  occu- 
pied Mr.  Cooper's  position  did  not  attempt 
in  any  way  to  interfere  with  the  management 
of  these  important  institutions  which  were 
controlled  by  Dr.  MacGregor;  and,  with  the 
greatest  respect  to  tbe  Minister,  he  (Mr.  Fish) 
was  inclined  to  think  it  was  Dr.  MacGregor  who 
wagged  that  gentleman's  tail  rather  than  him- 
self. He  did  not  say  this  at  all  offensively  to  the 
Minister,  and  he  hoped  he  would  not  take  it 
so,  but  he  believed  the  whole  and  sole  control 
of  the  institutions  was  under  that  gentleman ; 
and,  if  that  were  so,  it  was  the  more  necessary 
that  he  should  be  a  person  with  thorough  con- 
trol over  himself,  one  in  whom  all  motives  and 
actions  should  be  controlled  to  the  greatest 
extent  bv  a  sense  of  justice  and  propriety. 
He  would  not  say  more  upon  the  case  of  Miss 
Finch,  for  the  reason  he  had  already  stated ;  but 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  as  a  member  of  the 
House  not  merely  to  put  the  questions  on  the 
Paper,  but  to  speak  in  the  manner  he  had  done ; 
and  he  trusted  that  in  what  he  had  said  he 
had  not  said  a  word  that  had  failed  to  satisfy 
the  courtesies  of  life  and  those  of  a  member  of 
Parliament.  He  had  been  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  the  institutions  controlled  by 
Dr.  MacGregor,  and  that  had  induced  him  to 
bring  the  matter  forward,  in  the  hope  that 
the  attention  of  the  House  and  the  country 
would  be  attracted  to  his  remarks ;  but,  more 
than  all  that,  the  Minister  himself  would  be 
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able  to  say  something,  personally,  which  would 
entirely  disperse  the  mists  and  cobwebs  which 
his  remarks  had  been  calculated  to  create. 

Mr.  McLEAN  would  not  detain  the  House  a 
moment,  but  desired  to  say  that  he  had  nothing 
to  say  with  regard  to  the  management  of  Dr. 
MacGregor,  nor  as  to  the  question  of  his  salary, 
or  the  other  matters  touched  upon  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City ;  but  he 
had  a  very  strong  feeling  and  conviction  that 
these  institutions  were  not  managed  on  the  best 
or  most  scientific  principles.  If  the  Minister 
did  not  do  something  in  the  matter  during  the 
recess  he  (Mr.  McLean)  would  promise  him 
that,  if  he  came  back  to  the  House,  he  would 
do  the  best  he  could  to  have  some  alteration 
made  in  the  system  of  treatment  of  those  poor 
people  who,  from  various  causes,  found  their 
way  into  those  institutions. 

Mr.  PIKKERTON  regretted  somewhat  that 
the  question  had  been  brought  forward  on  a 
motion  for  adjournment  of  the  House.  He 
had  reason  to  believe  that  a  petition  was 
bdng  prepared  for  presentation  to  the  House 
dealing  with  whac  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish)  had  spoken  of,  and, 
«if  that  were  so,  it  would  be  better  to  delay  any 
debate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  BEEVES  thought  it  would  be  better  for 
him  to  say  a  few  words.  First  of  all,  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  dismissal,  honour- 
able members  must  remember  that  the  staff 
in  the  employ  of  the  Lunacy  Department  was 
a  large  one  —  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty 
persons.  It  was  quite  true  that  five  hundred 
changes  in  seven  and  a  half  years  wa»  a  large 
number  even  with  so  large  a  staff.  But  it 
must  also  be  remembered  that  many  had  left 
owing  to  voluntary  causes.  It  was  also  to  be 
remembered  that  special  qualifications  were  re- 
quired in  connection  with  the  service  in  lunatic 
asylums,  and  that,  for  obvious  reasons,  the 
discipline  was  very  strict.  It  frequently  hap- 
pened that  men  or  women  entered  the  ser- 
vice of  the  department,  and,  after  a  short 
time,  found  that  they  were  not  specially  fitted 
for  the  service,  and  of  their  own  accord  they 
resigned .  It  also  happened  that  attendants 
were  not  dismissed  at  all,  but  paid  off  and 
dispensed  with  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons ; 
they  might  be  too  old,  or  unfitted  in  various 
ways  for  the  work,  and  a  great  many  changes 
were  accounted  for  in  that  way.  He  thought 
honourable  members  would  agree  that  in  suon  a 
peculiar  department  as  this  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  there  should  be  the  strictest 
discipline  observed,  and  that  the  staff  should 
be  weeded  out  from  time  to  time.  Now,  as  to 
the  case  of  Miss  Finch,  he  would  not  go  into 
that  at  the  present  time.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  stated,  quite  correctly,  that  if 
she  and  her  legal  advisers  felt  aggrieved  they 
had  the  course  open  to  them  of  petitioning 
the  House.  The  department  had  no  wish  to 
buzke  a  petition  to  the  House,  or  say  one  word 
against  it.  If  the  young  lady  and  her  ad- 
visers liked  to  petition  let  them  petition,  and 
the  department  would  be  ready  to  meet  them. 
He  had  no  fear,  speaking  as  the  head  of  the 
Mr,  Fish 


department,  but  that  the  course  taken  by  his 
omcer  would  be  fully  vindicated  by  Parlia- 
ment if  the  case  came  before  it.  He  would 
just  say  that  Dr.  MacGregor  was  quite  satis- 
fied that  Miss  Finch,  though  an  excellent  lady, 
was  neither  physically  nor  by  temperament 
fitted  for  the  peculiar  position  of  Matron  of  a 
lunatic  asylum.  He  was  quite  satisfied  that 
she  ought  never  to  have  been  appointed,  and, 
after  a  lengthy  and  very  kindly  trial,  it  was 
found  desirable  that  some  one  else  should  be 
appointed  in  her  place.  It  was  not  the  case 
that  she  first  resigned  and  then  was  not 
aJlowed  to  withdraw  her  resignation;  but  she 
resigned  and  did  withdraw  it,  and  her  ser- 
vices were  afterwards  dispensed  with  under  the 
Act  of  1886 ;  and  under  such  circumstances  9h« 
had  no  right  to  an  inquiry.  He  wished  to  say, 
with  regard  to  these  perpetual  outcries  for 
inquiries  of  all  kinds— ranging  from  investiga- 
tions by  an  officer  of  the  Service  to  Royal  Com- 
missions— he  thought  the  time  had  come  when 
this  system  should  be  put  a  stop  to.  A  Minister 
was  responsible  to  Parliament  and  the  country 
for  the  management  of  his  department  with 
the  assistance  of  his  officers,  and,  if  he  could 
not  manage  it  with  his  officers,  then  he  and 
they  ought  not  to  be  there.  Parliament  should 
get  rid  of  them,  and,  except  under  exceptional 
and  peculiar  circumstances,  he  did  not  think 
these  Royal  Commissions  or  special  inquiries 
should  be  authorised.  In  this  case  there  was 
no  cause  for  inquiry,  much  less  for  a  Royal 
Commission.  Lastly,  as  to  Dr.  MacGregor,  the 
honourable  gentleman  somewhat  strongly  dwelt 
upon  him  as  an  officer  and  a  man.  He  de- 
scribed that  gentleman  as  a  man  of  arbitrary 
and  tyrannicskl  disposition,  subject  to  tempestu- 
ous gusts  of  passion  and  feeling  —  subject  to 
fits,  he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
said. 

Mr.  FISH.— No,  not  fits. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  only  fits  he  wae  sub- 
ject to  were  those  from  honourable  gentlemen 
in  that  House,  who  were  not  always  so  careful 
in  their  accusations  as  they  ought  to  be.  But, 
having  had  some  experience  of  Dr.  MacGregor 
as  an  officer,  he  would  say — and  he  was  glad  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  saying  it — he  had  never 
seen  a  Civil  servant  of  whom  he  had  a  higher 
opinion  than  he  had  .of  him.  It  was  not  a 
mere  question  of  ability,  of  which  he  had 
plenty,  but  as  an  officer  he  (Mr.  Reeves)  be- 
lieved there  was  no  more  enthusiastic,  skilful, 
or  devoted  public  servant  in  the  service  of  the 
colony.  When  the  time  came  for  the  consi- 
deration of  Dr.  MacGregor's  engagement  and 
position,  if  he  (Mr.  Reeves)  were  to  have  a 
voice  in  it,  he  would  say  that  Dr.  MacGregor 
should  be  re-engaged,  and  at  no  less  a  salary 
than  he  now  received. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  he  could  not  agree  with 
the  doctrine  just  laid  down  by  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  this  department.  They  knew  it  was 
desirable,  as  a  rule,  that  the  Minister  should 
have  some  control  of  his  department,  and  he 
took  it  that  the  Minister  should  take  individoal 
interest  in  his  department  occasionally.  With 
regard  to  his  remark  that  they  had  no  right  to 
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make  inquirieB  when  an  honourable  member 
made  a  statement,  he  oould  not  conceive  that 
to  be  the  position. 

Mr.  BE£V£S.— Nothing  of  the  kind  was 
said. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  then  he  could  not  under- 
stand plain  English ;  but  he  oould,  at  any  rate, 
understand  the  common  vemaoular.  Any  one 
listening  so  the  remarks  made  by  the  Minister 
would  entirely  agree  with  him  (Mr.  Taylor)  that 
it  was  very  undesirable  to  say  that  there  should 
be  no  inquiry  if  members  of  the  House  thought 
proper  that  there  should  be  one.  He  was  not 
^oing  to  say  a  word  against  Dr.  MacGregor  on 
this  ooccMion,  because  the  question  under  con- 
sideration was  not  the  departmental  adminis- 
tration of  the  Lunacy  Department ;  it  was  only 
one  peculiar  part  of  it — the  dismissal  of  some 
Attendant  or  other.  Members  had  no  greater 
duty  than  to  get  up  in  their  places  and  protect 
some  two  thousand  unfortunate  people  who 
were  confined  in  these  asylums,  and  who  had  no 
mode  of  expressing  their  views  on  the  question. 
He  trusted  the  Minister  would  be  considerate. 
As  he  (the  Minister)  had  spoken,  he  should  allow 
other  members  to  speak  also  if  they  thought 
proper  so  to  do.  He  was  not  going  to  say  any- 
thing about  the  general  management  of  the 
-department,  as  he  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  dealing  with  that  at  another  time ;  but  he 
hoped  the  discussion  that  day  would  have  a 
beneficial  effect  on  the  management  of  the 
dei>artment. 

Mr.  HOGG  thought  the  whole  history  of 
these  lunatic  asylums  had  been  a  history  from 
time  to  time  of  grievous  abuse  and  very  great 
injustice.  He  also  dissented,  with  the  last 
speaker,  from  the  remarks  made  by  the  Minis- 
ter in  replying,  to  the  effect  that  these  in- 
•quiries  should  not  be  granted.  He  maintained 
that,  if  there  were  serious  abuses,  they  ought 
to  be  exhibited  in  the  light  of  day,  and  have 
the  fullest  inquiry  made  into  them.  He  had 
only  to  say  that,  even  if  occasional  inquiries  oc- 
ourred  where  no  inquiry  was  necessary,  tiiese 
inquiries  should  be  made,  if  only  with  the 
view  of  keeping  these  institutions  in  a  whole- 
some condition.  Inquiries  from  time  to  time 
were  absolutely  necessary,  and  he  certainly 
would  not  for  a  moment  admit  the  doctrine 
that,  where  abuses  were  calculated  to  spring 
np,  there  should  be  no  inquiry.  In  connection 
with  the  asylums  attached  to  the  City  of  Wel- 
lington there  had  been  abuses  of  a  most  grave, 
most  flagrant,  and  fearful  description.  Within 
recent  years  they  knew  that  inmates  of  these 
Asylums  had  been  subjected  to  the  most  in- 
human treatment,  and  he  would  like  to  know 
whether  no  inquiry  was  necessary.  They  knew, 
in  regard  to  some  recent  inquiries,  that  they 
had  been  resultless;  but  the  general  opinion, 
he  believed,  of  the  public — and  it  was  his 
opinion  in  the  matter  also— was  that  these 
inquiries  had  been  simply  farcical,  and  had 
not  been  conducted  in  the  spirit  in  which  they 
should  have  been  conducted.  There  was  an- 
other thing  in  regard  to  these  asylums  which 
had  become  a  very  serious  item.  On  refer- 
aong  to  the  estimates  before  them,  he  saw 


the  amount  to  be  appropriated  this  year  for 
salaries  was  £21,000  for  lunatic  asylums  alone ; 
and  on  reference  to  the  same  estimates  he 
found  that  the  total  amount  for  fees,  medical 
witnesses,  rations,  fuel  and  lighting,  bedding, 
olothing,  surgery  and  dispensary,  wines,  spirits, 
and  all  other  expenses  in  connection  with  the 
same  institutions—the  net  cost— was  £21,560. 
Here  they  had  public  institutions  in  which  for 
salaries  alone  the  expenditure  was  equal  to  the 
total  amount  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
inmates,  inclusive  of  surgery,  dispensary,  fuel, 
light,  and  everything.  That  was  a  matter  that 
demanded  inquiry,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister 
would  make  inquiry  into  it.  He  thought  the 
amount  expended  in  salaries  was  something 
enormous.  But  he  was  not  surprised  that  the 
amount  was  so  large,  considering  that  the 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  affairs  received 
£1,200  per  annum.  He  (Mr.  Hogg)  did  not  say 
this  gentleman  was  not  perhaps  the  best  officer 
that  oould  possibly  be  selected — a  gentleman 
whose  education  reflected  the  highest  credit 
upon  the  appointment  that  had  been  made — 
a  gentleman  well  adapted  for  the  position  he 
occupied — he  did  not  deny  that  for  a  mo- 
ment; but,  at  the  same  time,  he  said,  when 
they  considered  that  the  salary  he  received 
annually,  irrespective  of  his  travelling-allow- 
ances, represented  the  cost  of  the  mainten- 
ance of  two  well-equipped  country  hospitals,  it 
was  altogether  too  much  for  one  man.  What- 
ever might  be  the  opinion  of  honourable  mem- 
bers in  the  House,  whatever  might  be  the 
opinion  of  Ministers  on  this  subject,  he  main- 
tained that  £1,200  for  a  gentleman  occupying 
the  position  in  question  was  more  than  a  colony 
like  this  ought  to  be  called  upon  to  spend. 
While  on  this  subject,  he  would  like  to  make 
a  few  remarks  as  to  charitable  aid  generally, 
and  especially  to  the  Hospitals  and  Charitable 
Institutions  Act.  It  was  notorious  that  that 
Act  had  proved  a  wretched  failure.  The  facts 
and  flgures  showed  that  most  conclusively. 
These  facts  and  figures  showed  that  the  Act, 
so  far  from  doing  good  since  it  had  been  put  in 
operation,  had  offered  a  gratuity  to  the  wildest 
improvidence.  It  had  produced  widespread 
wife  •  desertion  in  the  country.  It  had  also 
brought  about  parental  negligence,  and,  he 
believed,  it  had  been  productive  of  gross  im- 
morality. He  did  not  know  whether  an  Act 
of  that  kind  should  be  tolerated.  He  thought, 
there  was  very  great  room  for  reform.  The 
operation  of  the  measure  was  destructive  of 
thrift,  it  produced  professional  pauperism, 
and,  while  it  had  fostered  pauperism,  the  de- 
serving poor  had  been  neglected.  He  did  not 
deny  for  a  moment  that  from  time  to  time 
there  were  pitiable  cases  of  poverty  cropping 
up,  especially  in  large  centres ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  alongside  those  cases  they  had 
the  grossest  imposition  practised.  Now,  under 
the  Act  the  unthrifty,  the  ne'er-do-well,  in 
every  community  possessed  a  recognised  claim 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  colony  —  they  must 
and  would  be  supported.  And  what  did  that 
mean  ?  It  simply  meant  that  the  thrifty  were 
saddled  with  the  family  responsibilities  of  the 
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dissolute,  the  immoral,  and  the  improvident. 
A  few  years  ago,  during  the  Kimberley  rush  — 
not  to  travel  very  far  from  Wellington,  in 
his  own  district — they  had  cases  of  men  who 
deserted  their  families,  and  went  away  to  the 
rush,  casting  their  family  responsibilities  com* 
pletely  behind  them,  without  the  slightest 
consideration  for  the  interests  of  their  wives 
and  children,  who,  consequently,  became  a 
burden  upon  the  general  public  ;  and  it  was 
owing  to  the  operation  of  this  Hospitals  and 
Charitable  Institutions  Act  that  this  state  of 
things  existed.  As  regarded  the  amelioration 
of  the  sufferings  of  the  poor,  he  said  that  no 
Act  could  possibly  be  a  greater  failure.  Suffer- 
ing had  not  been  reduced,  but  under  this  Act 
it  had  been  increased,  and  he  would  point  out 
how.  In  the  first  place,  the  Act  had  imposed 
very  heavy  taxation  upon  the  poor.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  author  of  the  Act,  the  poor  in 
the  country  were  disposed  to  gravitate  to  the 
centres ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  improvi- 
dent,  when  they  were  hard  pushed  in  the 
centres,  radiated  towards  the  country,  and  that 
was  why  they  found  so  many  men  travelling 
about  with  swags  on  their  backs.  The  author 
of  the  Act,  no  doubt  animated  by  the  very  best 
of  motives,  pictured  the  country  population  as 
an  assemblage  of  squatters  roiling  in  wealth, 
with  unlimited  funds  at  their  command,  and 
unwilling  to  find  labour  or  to  assist  the  poor. 
But  they  had  another  class  of  taxpayers  in  the 
country — a  very  numerous  class:  he  referred 
to  the  small  settlers.  These  were  very  heavily 
taxed.  It  took  as  much  as  ever  they  could 
do,  struggling  from  morning  till  night,  to  find 
means  to  pay  their  taxes,  pay  their  way,  and 
feed  and  clothe  their  families.  Upon  this 
portion  of  the  poor  the  Act  was  a  very  serious 
infliction  indeed  :  it  had  imposed  a  most  cruel 
tax.  In  the  Charitable  Aid  Board  in  Welling- 
ton they  had  the  members  divided  amongst 
themselves,  and  so  disgusted  were  they  that 
they  were  prepared  to  abnegate  their  functions ; 
and  he  was  not  surprised  at  it.  Let  them  look 
at  the  figures.  Wellington  and  the  country 
districts,  with  regard  to  charitable  aid,  were 
lumped  together  ;  and  the  result  was  this : 
Wairarapa  North  County — one  little  county, 
let  them  remember — during  the  year  1890-91 
contributed,  subsidy  included,  no  less  a  sum 
than  £1,051  to  the  United  Charitable  Aid 
Board ;  and  out  of  this  sum  of  over  £1,000  it 
received  back  £350.  Wairarapa  South  County 
in  the  same  year  contributed  £1,085,  and  out 
of  that  large  amount  it  had  received  back 
£80  towards  the  support  of  its  own  poor.  The 
Borough  of  Masterton — a  comparatively  small 
borough,  with  very  slender  resources,  contain- 
ing a  larger  number  of  poor  ratepayers— had 
contributed  £249,  and  out  of  that  had  received 
nothing.  In  the  year  1892-93  he  found  that 
the  two  counties  contributed  £3,280,  and  re- 
ceived back  £650,  the  balance  of  £2,580  going 
to  the  City  of  Wellington.  As  long  as  this  Act 
continued  to  operate,  a  sum  of  from  £2,000  to 
£3,000  would  be  exacted  from  the  unfortunate 
struggling  settlers  in  the  country,  who  were 
striving  to  make  homes  for  themselves,  and  to 
Mr.  Hogg 


whom  every  shilling  was  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance at  the  present  moment.  This  large  sum 
of  between  £2,000  and  £3,000  was  exacted  annu- 
ally, and  carried  down  to  Wellington  to  foster 
a  system  of  downright  pauperism.  The  country 
people  had  resisted  this  by  legal  process,  be- 
cause they  looked  upon  it  as  blackmail :  and  it 
was  nothing  else.  The  Act  had  had  the  effect  of 
drying  up  the  well-springs  of  benevolence ;  and 
it  had  this  very  bad  effect :  It  took  from  the 
contributor  in  the  country  all  control  over  the 
expenditure.  Nothing  more  monstrous  could 
possibly  be  contemplated  than  to  levy  a  tax 
of  this  unjust  character  on  the  counti^  popu- 
lation, and  give  them  no  control  over  it  what- 
ever. They  had  no  control  over  the  expenditure 
of  the  money.  No  doubt  they  had  control  over 
the  £200  or  £300  which  they  expended  them- 
selves on  the  ^or  of  their  own  district,  but  that 
was  comparatively  an  insignificant  amount.  He 
would  like  to  point  out  to  Ministers  and  to 
honourable  members  that  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts this  Act  was  having  a  very  bad  effect, 
because  it  was  leading  to  a  system  of  extrava- 
gance. Demands  for  the  maintenance  not  of 
the  poor,  but  of  the  improvident,  were  continu- 
ally increasing,  and  the  representatives  of  the 
benevolent  institutions  in  the  country,  see- 
ing that  they  really  had  no  control  over  the 
heavy  taxes  that  were  exacted  from  the  rate- 
payers, did  not  pay  the  same  attention  to 
economy  as  they  did  in  former  years.  The  Act 
had  had  the  effect,  in  the  first  place,  of  stifling 
private  benevolence,  and,  in  the  second  place,  it 
had  the  effect  of  doing  away  with  a  proper  sys- 
tem of  economy.  It  had  prevented  cases  of 
destitution  brought  before  those  members  from 
being  inquired  into  as  they  should  have  been. 
A  great  deal  more  could  be  said  with  regard  to 
the  pernicious  effect  of  the  legislation  that  had 
been  unfortunately  introduced,  and  he  hoped 
the  Minister  would  deal  with  the  question,  for 
it  was  really  a  question  which  demanded  im- 
mediate attention.  He  was  speaking  on  behalf 
of  his  constituents,  and  of  the  coimtry  in  gene- 
ral, for  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  same  state  of 
affairs  existed  in  other  parts  of  New  Zealand. 
He  was  only  reiterating  the  views  of  hun- 
dreds of  settlers  when  he  said  that  it  was 
time  there  should  be  an  alteration  of  the  law. 
The  country  people  had  now  no  benefit  from 
the  money  which  they  were  compelled  to  con- 
tribute. It  was  a  most  serious  matter,  affect- 
ing the  country  population  generaJly.  It  was 
not  a  question  between  country  and  town,  be- 
cause he  believed  this  evil  was  doing  as  much 
injury  to  large  centres  as  to  the  people  in  the 
country.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  In- 
spector of  this  department  had  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  some  remedy  was  needed,  and 
that  something  should  be  done  to  stop  this 
heavy  expenditure  on  charitable  aid,  which 
amounted  to  something  like  £150,000.  It 
amounted  to  nearly  one-half  of  the  total  ex- 
penditure on  education,  and  it  was  far  too 
much.  He  maintained  that  under  our  present 
system,  under  the  statute  in  existenoe>  so  far 
from  remedying  distress  where  there  was  really 
distress  in  the  odony,  they  were  fostering  the 
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growth  of  a  pauper  population.  They  were 
creating  jsoor  people,  instead  of  trying  to  alle- 
viate their  scufferings.  He  was  speaking  on 
behalf  of  the  poor  settlers,  many  of  whom  were 
in  a  worse  position  than  those  to  whom  chari- 
table aid  was  doled  out  from  time  to  time. 
The  matter  had  been  brought  before  the 
Minister  year  after  year,  and  he  trusted  that 
before  the  present  year  passed  some  attempt 
would  be  made  to  alter  the  state  of  things. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  was  not  going  to  say 
one  word  about  the  particular  cases  referred 
to.  He  must,  however,  say  that  he  thought 
the  Minister  of  Justice  was  very  unfortunate 
in  the  remarks  he  made.  In  the  first  place, 
the  honourable  gentleman  deprecated  inquiry 
generally.  But  he  ^Mr.  Hutchison)  would  ask, 
how  were  these  institutions  to  be  main- 
tained at  all  if  they  were  not  kept  in  touch 
with  the  public  ?  Unfortunately,  in  the  district 
he  came  from  the  asylum  was  placed  entirely 
away  from  the  population.  A  most  unfor- 
tunate selection  of  a  site  had  been  made.  It 
was  entirely  removed  from  the  influence  of 
public  opinion  of  any  sort,  and,  unless  inquiry 
was  made  into  its  working  frequently,  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  maintain  it  at  all.  Not  only 
BO,  but  the  way  in  which  inquiries  were  made 
at  present  was  not  at  all  satisfactory.  One  or 
two  sessions  ago  he  had  made  a  suggestion  to 
the  Minist^  that  there  should  be  five  or  six 
individuals  appointed  to  officially  visit  the  Asy- 
lum from  time  to  time.  There  were,  it  is  true, 
the  Inspector  and  the  Sub-Inspector,  two  in- 
terested officers  ;  but  in  addition  to  them  they 
should  have  five  or  six  more,  and  he  ventured 
to  suggest  that  some  of  those  should  be  selected 
from  the  working -classes,  so  that  the  whole 
community  might  know  that  their  interests 
were  cared  for.  With  regard  to  an  inquiry 
that  had  been  held  recently,  the  evidence 
taken  at  which  was  laid  on  the  table  the 
other  day,  that  inquiry  was  conducted  by  Dr. 
MacGregor  in  the  most  official  way  possible. 
There  was  no  one  else  present  but  Dr.  Mac- 
'Gregor,  the  doctor  of  the  Asylum,  and  one  or 
two  subordinate  officials;  and  the  defendants 
came  before  their  judge  or  judges  one  by  one. 
Supposing  there  had  been  two  or  three  indi- 
viduals there  of  an  unbiassed  character,  assist- 
ing at  that  inquiry,  it  would  have  had  a 
difierent  aspect  to  the  public  altogether.  It 
came  to  the  employes  simply  as  an  inquiry 
held  by  Dr.  MacGregor  alone,  and  therefore 
it  could  not  be  a  satisfactory  inquiry.  He 
might  mention  that  the  doctor  was  a  personal 
friend  of  his,  and  he  could  say  with  confi- 
dence that  the  doctor  was  a  most  able  and 
conscientious  officer ;  but  he  must  add  that  an 
inquiry  held  by  him  in  the  presence  only  of 
Dr.  Truby  King  was  not  such  as  would  carry 
with  it  the  confidence  of  the  community. 
There  ought  to  be  persons  representing  all 
olasses  of  the  community  present  at  inquiries 
of  that  sort.  With  regard  to  an  inquiry  which 
tamed  upon  the  sort  of  food  that  tne  servants 
were  to  eat,  that  might  seem  an  absurd  thing 
to  inquire  into,  but  the  doctor  forgot  that  it 
<oall^  up  the  whole  question  of  the  adminis- 


tration of  the  Medical  Superintendent.  He 
ventured  again  to  suggest  to  the  Minister  that 
it  would  be  well,  in  the  interests  of  those 
institutions  and  of  the  inmates,  that  he  should 
appoint  half  a  dozen  persons — some  of  them 
working-men — as  Official  Visitors,  from  Dun- 
edin  and  the  surrounding  districts,  who  oonld 
make  periodical  visits.  There  were  a  large 
number  of  unfortunate  people  at  Seaclilf,  who 
were  cut  ofi  from  all  contact  with  the  public, 
and  unless  the  public  were  kept  constantly  in 
touch  with  that  institution  there  must  be  a 
feeling  of  insecurity  about  it. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — It  is  the  same  here. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  it  was  quite  a 
different  thing  in  Wellington,  as  the  asylum 
was  quite  dose  to  the  town ;  and  if  the  asylum 
at  Seacliff  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Dunedin  it  would  also  be  different.  And  this 
was  not  a  thing  to  be  put  off  from  month  to 
month.  He  had  had  no  intention  of  speaking 
on  this  occasion,  but  the  remarks  of  the 
Minister  led  him  to  say  a  few  words.  Then, 
that  honourable  gentleman  was  pleased  to  say 
that  he  would  be  quite  prepared  to  maintain 
the  Inspector's  salary  at  £1,200  when  oppor- 
tunity occurred.  He  (Mr.  Hutchison)  would 
say,  publicly,  that  that  was  far  too  high  a 
salary.  Dr.  MacGregor  knew  his  views  regard- 
ing it.  He  thought  it  should  be  half  that  and 
no  more. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb.— Oh,  oh ! 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  he  heard  some- 
body say,  *'  Oh  t  "  Well,  he  thought  that  sum 
was  quite  sufficient  to  pay  that  officer.  He 
knew  that  Dr.  MacGregor  was  a  most  capable 
and  able  officer,  and  probably  as  suited  for 
the  position  as  any  who  could  be  selected.  In 
conclusion,  he  would  express  a  hope  that  the 
Minister  would  not  seek  to  prevent  inquiries, 
for  he  might  rest  assured  they  must  be  made, 
more  especially  in  connection  with  the  Sea- 
cliff  Asylum. 

Mr.  BEEVES  rose  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. It  was  only  right  that  the  words 
used  by  him  should  be  emphasised,  but  he 
thought  there  should  not  be  a  meaning  at- 
tached to  them  which  they  would  not  fairly 
bear.  He  deprecated  special  inquiry  in  the 
absence  of  special  or  unusual  circumstances: 
that  was  all.  He  frankly  admitted  that  where 
anything  special  or  unusual  had  occurred  in 
connection  with  the  Lunacy  Department  there 
ought  to  be  a  special  inquiry,  and  he  had  more 
than  once  autnorised  a  special  inquiry.  He 
might  say,  for  the  information  of  the'  House 
and  of  the  public, — for  he  did  not  think  a  false 
impression  should  be  aJlowed  to  go  abroad, — 
that  there  were  already  regular  Visitors  to  the 
Seacliff  Asylum.  There  were  Messrs.  Maitland 
and  Chapman,  and  the  Hon.  George  McLean. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  that  did  not  at 
all  carry  out  the  view  he  had  placed  before  the 
Minister.  He  had  spoken  of  a  different  class 
of  people  altogether  as  Visitors. 

Mr.  WILLIS  quite  agreed  that  there  ought 
to  be  more  inquiries.  He  would  quote  the  case 
of  the  Wanganui  Hospital  as  a  case  in  point. 
Of  course,  as  far  as  Wanganui  was  concerned, 
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it  might,  perhaps,  be  looked  upon  as  a  matter 
past  and  gone.  He  could  only  say  this :  that 
at  the  time  that  inquiry  was  asked  for  in 
Wanganui  there  was  some  disposition  to  burke 
it  on  the  part  of  the  very  people  who  should 
be  most  anxious  to  have  inquiries — namely, 
the  Hospital  authorities.  He  did  not  wish  to 
go  into  the  painful  ciruumstanoes  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Wanganui  case  again,  but  he 
thought  that,  where  it  was  necessary  that  an 
inquiry  should  be  held,  every  facility  should 
be  given  for  that  purpose;  and  they  should 
not  be  content  with  a  report  simply  stating 
that  the  case  did  not  require  to  be  proceeded 
with  any  further,  especially  when  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  that  the  case  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  He  thought  that  whenever  an 
inquiry  into  any  case  had  been  burked  it  had 
had  a  bad  effect. 

Mr.  0*GONOR  said  the  way  in  which  that 
debate  had  been  introduced  was  one  which  was 
becoming  an  every-day  occurrence,  and  it  led 
to  very  great  waste  of  time.  He  thought  the 
subject  very  unpleasant,  and  somewhat  pain- 
ful. A  discussion  of  a  personal  character  such 
as  this  should  not  be  thus  introduced.  Now, 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  had 
brought  this  matter  forward  in  the  shape  of 
two  questions,  in  his  endeavour  to  make  a  cskse 
against  a  valuable  officer  in  the  Government 
service,  holding  a  high  position.  Well,  he 
would  say  to  that  honourable  gentleman  that 
he  did  not  think  it  was  a  manly  course,  or  a 
proper  course,  that  any  member  of  the  House 
should  make  use  of  the  privileges  of  the  House 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  ex  parte  state- 
ment against  any  individual  who  was  not  there 
to  defend  himself.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
in  his  speech,  assured  the  House  that  he  had 
no  hostile  feeling;  but  everybody  must  feel  that 
he  was  not  only  hostile  to  the  indfvidual  in 
question,  but  that  he  was  hitting  at  somebody 

Mr.FISH.--0h,l8eel 

Mr.  O'GOKOB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man thought  nobody  would  see  but  himself. 
It  was  unfortunate  for  the  chief  officer  of  the 
lunatic  asylums  in  this  colony  that  he  was 
related  to  a  member  of  that  House  who  came 
from  the  same  locality  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber .for  Dunedin  City,  and  who  did  not  agree 
with  him.  Well,  if  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  had  taken  a  proper  amount  of 
care  against  mixing  up  any  personal  matters 
of  this  kind  he  would  have  avoided  taking  a 
discussion  of  this  kind  upon  his  hands ;  but  it 
seemed  cougenial  to  that  honourable  gentle- 
man :  he  seemed  to  like  it — the  more  vile  the 
better.  The  answer  he  got  from  Ministers 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  O'Gonor)  to  be  a  perfectly 
satisfactory  one.  It  was  absurd  to  talk  of  this 
gentleman's  office  and  the  salary  attaching  to 
it  at  this  present  time,  because  the  country 
was  under  an  agreement  for  a  certain  lengtii  of 
time  at  a  certain  amount  of  salary  for  his 
services.  When  the  time  came  to  review  that 
engagement  and  salary,  then  it  would  be  a 
question  for  the  Government  to  decide  whether 
the  engagement  and  salary  should  be  renewed 
Mr.  WUlia 


or  not.  It  was  sufficient  for  honourable  ] 
hers  now  to  know  that  under  three  successive 
Governments  that  officer  had  served  the  coun- 
try faithfully;  and  that  fact,  he  (Mr.  O'Gonor) 
thought,  ought  to  protect  him  from  these  at- 
tacks. The  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  ought  not  to  have  brought  thia 
trumped-up  charge  against  Dr.  MaoGregor 
because  of  the  dismissal  of  this  girl.  It  was 
an  easy  matter  for  an  honourable  member  to 
trump  up  a  charge  against  an  officer  in  the 
public  service,  but  in  doing  it  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  had  shown  his 
animus.  He  (Mr.  O'Gonor)  objected  to  any 
member  making  personal  observations  of  the 
kind  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Citj 
was  in  the  habit  of  making  in  the  Hooae. 
He  regretted  very  much  that  what  was  called 
disorderly  with  regard  to  members  inside  the 
House  was  not  called  disorderly  when  applied 
to  persons  outside  the  House.  He  believed 
the  whole  of  this  discussion  was  subversive 
of  order.  If  a  member  interrupted  another, 
he  disturbed  the  business  of  the  House  and 
was  out  of  order ;  but  when  business  was  intro- 
duced in  an  irregular  way,  that  was  breaking 
up  the  whole  order  of  business  and  sacrificing 
the  time  of  the  House.  Although  honourable 
members  had  gone  into  the  merits  of  the 
charitable -aid  question,  it  must  have  been 
noticeable  that  a  number  of  members  vacated 
tiie  chamber  as  soon  as  this  matter  was  brought 
under  discussion.  It  would  be  seen  from  Ukis 
action  on  their  part  that  very  many  honour- 
able members  disapproved  of  the  action  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City. 

Mr.  PISH.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  O'GONOR  said  the  honourable  member 
said,  *'  Hear,  hear."  It  was  no  doubt  a  source 
of  gratification  to  that  honourable  gentleman 
to  use  the  kind  of  language  he  did.  He  seemed 
to  have  a  perfect  flood  of  it.  He  seemed  to 
have  a  talent  in  that  way,  and  it  was  a  most 
unfortunate  thing  for  him  that  he  had.  If  ha 
had  not  that  talent  he  would  be  of  much  more 
use  to  society,  and  if,  having  that  talent,  he 
did  not  exercise  it  so  often  he  would  be  held 
in  greeiter  respect  by  members  of  the  House. 
Now,  he  gave  the  honourable  gentleman  a  fair 
chance  of  giving  him  a  return  for  the  compli- 
ments he  had  paid,  and  for  the  kindly  advice 
he  had  given,  and  of  turning  his  wrath  upon 
him.  He  was  quite  welcome  to  do  so,  but  one 
thing  was  certain— the  honourable  gentleman 
knew  perfectly  well  he  (Mr.  O'Gonor)  could  pay 
back. 

Captain  BUS  SELL  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had  spoken 
so  much  in  a  direction  that  he  himself  was 
about  to  pursue  that  it  was  almost  unnecessary 
he  should  speak  at  all.  It  was  with  extreme 
regret  he  found  the  forms  of  the  House  had 
a^in  been  availed  of  to  discuss  what  now 
appeckred  to  be  an  abstract  question.  Tbe 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  moved 
the  adjournment  of  the  House,  and  went  on  to 
refer  to  the  dismissal  of  some  nurse  in  a  lunatic 
asylum.   Of  course,  as  he  (Captain  Bussell)  was 
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not  present  in  the  chamber,  he  did  not  know 
what  happened.  He  was  more  or  less  cogni- 
sant of  the  fact  that  a  Matron  had  been  dis- 
missed, and  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Dnnedin  City  had  spoken  on  that  sabjeot ;  bat 
as  he  (Oaptain  Russell)  did  not  know  the  argu- 
ments he  used,  it  was  not  necessary  that  he 
should  attempt  to  follow  what  he  had  not  heard. 
Bat  there  had  been  two  or  three  statements 
made  in  the  debate  which,  to  his  mind,  required 
an  answer.  It  had  been  stated  that  half  the 
salary  paid  to  the  present  Inspector  of  Lunatic 
Asylums  would  be  sufficient.  He  was  entirely 
at  issue  on  that  point.  It  had  been  alleged 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  country— and  that 
such  was  the  case  went  without  saying — ^to  see 
that  the  lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony  were 
carefully  supervised.  It  had  been  suggested  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
W.  Hutchison)  that  they  should  appoint  six 
visiting  gentlemen,  some  of  whom  should  oome 
from  the  labouring-classes,  to  be  inspectors  of 
these  lunatic  asylums.  Did  anybody  imagine 
for  an  instant  that  anybody  without  special 
knowledge  of  the  subject  could  do  much  good 
by  merely  visiting  the  lunatic  asylums?  On 
the  contrary,  any  one  of  them  who  had  visited 
the  asylums  had  been  struck,  on  every  occasion, 
with  the  extreme  orderliness  and  wonderful 
control  in  which  the  patients  were  held  by 
those  in  charge  of  them,  and  the  apparent 
good-feeling,  at  any  rate,  which  existed  between 
the  patients  and  Uiose  in  charge  of  them.  He 
must  say  that,  on  occasions  when  he  had 
visited  lunatic  asylums,  he  had  been  filled  with 
admiration  of  the  kindly  feeling  maintained 
in  those  institutions  amongst  the  patients  and 
their  guardians.  Then,  was  it  to  be  supposed 
that  they  were  competent  to  examine  and  in- 
quire into  the  management  of  these  asylums  by 
simply  casual  visits  ?  Of  course  it  could  not  be 
the  case.  Was  it  possible  they  could  arrive  at 
any  conclusion  worth  having  by  a  cursory  ex- 
amination of  the  kind  suggested?  That  was 
not  the  way  to  examine  the  management  of 
lunatic  asylums.  While  upon  the  same  point, 
he  would  remind  honourable  members  that  the 
official  upon  whom  must  primarily  rest — and 
not  only  primarily  but  almost  entirely  rest — 
the  efficient  conduct  of  their  asylums  was  the 
Inspector-General.  Then,  they  might  settle,  if 
they  chose,  whether  the  gentleman  who  filled 
that  position  was  a  suitable  person.  It  was 
absnrd  to  suppose  that  they  could  settle  the 
question  of  suitability  by  such  a  discussion  as 
that  which  had  taken  place  that  afternoon.  If 
an  inquiry  into  that  subject  was  necessary,  it 
should  be  gone  into  carefully,  and  they  should 
see  whether  he  was  a  fit  and  suitable  person. 
Bat  they  must  not  imagine  that  they  were 
going  to  get  a  fit  and  suitable  person  at  £600  a 
year.  For  a  position  of  this  kind  they  must 
have  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  capacity,  and 
whether  that  involved  an  expenditure  of  £600 
or  £6,000  he  did  not  ccure  twopence.  Their 
duty  was  to  see  that  they  had  a  first-class  man. 
Daring  the  time  the  gentleman  who  now  held 
the  ^sition  had  filled  it,  had  it  been  alleged, 
had  it  been  proved  in  any  way  that  he  was 


other  than  highly  qualified  for  it  ?  He  should 
have  liked  a  debate  of  this  kind  to  have  been 
given  due  notice  of,  so  that  honourable  members 
oould  have  come  prepared  to  discuss  generally 
the  management  of  the  lunatic  asylums.  He 
inight  say  that  he  had  had  the  honour,  during 
eighteen  months,  to  be  connected  through  his 
department  with  the  management  of  the  asy- 
lums ;  and  he  could  say  that,  at  any  rate,  he 
had  been  greatly  impressed  with  the  untiring 
energy  of  the  officials  who  were  connected  with 
the  lunatic  asylums,  and  every  one  of  the 
persons  employed  in  those  institutions  placed 
the  utmost  confidence  and  respect  in  the 
Inspector-General.  It  was  of  no  use,  for  the 
purpose  of  this  discussion,  to  say  whether 
he  (Captain  Russell)  did  or  did  not ;  but  he  had 
much  pleasure  in  saying — of  course  he  did  not 
profess  to  have  any  expert  knowledge  on  the 
subject — that  he  was  very  much  pleased  with  the 
management  of  those  institutions  by  the  In- 
spector-General. The  House  should  not  run 
away  for  one  moment  with  the  idea  that 
by  reducing  the  salary  of  such  an  important 
officer  as  this  they  would  protect  the  rights  of 
the  poor  lunatics.  If  there  was  any  demand, 
any  real  and  proper  demand  for  inquiry  into 
the  management  of  any  asylum,  by  all  means 
let  it  be  granted ;  but  let  that  demand  be  pro- 
perly formulated.  They  should  not  have  it 
brought  up  as  this  discussion  was  introduced, 
but  the  Minister  should  be  instructed  as  to  the 
cause  for  the  inquiry,  and  then  a  proper  Com- 
mission should  be  appointed—not  of  men  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  subject,  but  of  men  who 
were  properly  qualified  to  inquire  into  the 
matter ;  and  he  presumed  no  Minister  or  mem- 
ber of  that  House  would  be  likely  to  oppose 
the  appointment  of  such  a  Commission.  But 
to  say  that  any  human  institution  was  perfect 
was  absurd.  That  the  asylums  of  this  colony 
bore  favourable  comparison  with  the  asylums  of 
any  colony  of  Australasia  he  firmly  believed. 
It  had  been  his  duty  to  read  the  reports  on 
lunatic  asylums  in  the  neighbouring  colonies ; 
he  had  tflJcen  more  or  less  an  interest  in  the 
matter ;  and  without  a  shadow  of  a  doubt,  and 
with  every  sense  of  the  responsibility  that  was 
on  him,  he  could  say  that  the  asylums  in  this 
colony  were  thoroughly  and  properly  managed 
as  compared  with  the  institutions  in  the  other 
colonies  of  Australasia.  They  should  not  at- 
tempt in  that  House  to  condemn  the  adminis- 
tration of  any  officer  before  full  and  competent 
inquiry  had  been  made  into  that  administra- 
tion. If  the  administration  was  bad,  he  should 
not  object  to  its  being  thoroughly  inquired 
into.  He  did  not  believe  that  such  had  been 
the  case,  but  if  others  held  a  different  opinion 
they  should  assist  in  getting  a  properly-ap- 
pointed Commission  to  inquire  into  it.  But 
m  his  opinion  they  ought  not  to  debate,  in  the 
manner  they  were  doing  that  afternoon,  the 
conduct  of  an  officer  who  held  such  a  high  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  thought  the  honooiable 
member  for  Dunedin  City,  who  had  provoked 
so  much  discussion  and  occupied  so  much 
time  of  the  House  that  afternoon,  had  aoted 
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somewhat  prematuxely  in  bringing  forward  the 
matter  at  this  stage.  He  thought  it  woald 
have  been  better  to  have  allowed  the  matter 
to  remain  in  abeyance  until  such  time  as  the 
petition  he  had  indicated  would  be  presented 
on  behalf  of  some  aggrieved  lady  who  was 
formerly  connected  with  the  Seacliff  Asylum. 
Members  of  that  House  had  a  right  to  visit 
public  institutions,  and  he  thought  it  was  the 
duty  of  honourable  members  to  avail  them- 
selves of  that  right  and  visit  these  institutions 
before  they  stood  up  and  preferred  charges 
against  public  officers  upon  mere  hearsay.  He 
did  not  pretend  to  know  much  about,  it  or 
about  the  professional  qualifications  of  Dr. 
MacGregor,  who  was  now  at  the  head  of  this 
department.  But  he  would  say  this:  that, 
having  heard  certain  reports  for  and  a^^ainst 
the  management  of  the  lunatic  asylums  m  the 
colony,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  suspend  his 
judgment  until  he  saw  for  himself.  During 
last  session  he  visited  the  lunatic  asylums  ac 
Wellington  and  Porirua.  He  gave  no  intima- 
tion to  the  officials  that  he  intended  to  visit 
them.  He  went  by  a  morning  train  to  Porirua, 
and  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  Dr.  Fooks 
on  the  spot.  Ho  spent  several  hours  in  looking 
over  the  institution  and  observing  the  treat- 
ment of  the  patients,  and  he  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  institution  was  under  careful 
management.  He  subsequently  visited  the 
Wellington  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  looked  over 
the  management  of  that  institution,  both 
externally  and  internally.  He  observed  the 
treatment  pursued  by  those  in  charge  of  the 
inmates,  and  he  came  to  this  conclusion :  that 
the  management  of  both  institutions  reflected 
the  highest  possible  credit  on  the  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony. 
He  had  not  gone  into  the  question  of  the  salary 
of  Dr.  MacGregor,  and  whether  it  should  be 
reduced  or  otherwise,  and  therefore  he  was 
incompetent  to  express  an  opinion.  But  he 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  honourable  mem- 
bers to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the 
management  of  their  public  institutions  before 
they  stood  up  on  the  floor  of  that  House  and 
made  statements  that  were  not  borne  out  by 
facts. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  he  did  not  intend  to  dis- 
cuss  this  question  at  all  at  any  length,  but 
he  muEt  defend  the  right  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish)  to  bring 
it  forward.  And,  more  than  that,  he  thought 
the  head  of  the  department  was  only  too  glad 
it  was  brought  forward,  because  there  was  no 
doubt  a  great  deal  of  capital  had  been  made 
and  was  now  being  made  out  of  the  one  case 
connected  with  this  question  here  —  he  re- 
ferred to  the  case  of  Miss  Finch ;  and  from  the 
ex  parte  statements  he  had  heard  he  was  in- 
clined to  believe  something  had  been  gravely 
wrong  in  the  case,  and  it  was  far  better  that 
they  should  get  this  out  at  once  than  keep 
it  simmering.  However,  seeing  that  Miss 
Finch  was  about  to  petition  the  House  and 
faring  her  grievance  before  Parliament,  he 
thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  discuss  the 
matter  at  great  length  on  the  present  occasion. 
Mr,  Meredith 


What  he  wished  to  say  now,  however,  was 
that  he  dissented  entirely  from  the  doctrine 
laid  down  by  another  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  Gity,  that  they  should  appoint  half  a 
dozen  nobodies  to  go  out  and  interfere  with  the 
mans^ement  of  the  various  lunatic  asylums 
throughout  the  country.  To  do  this  would 
be  to  lessen  the  responsibilities  of  the  officers 
in  charge,  who,  he  thought,  were  rightly  held 
responsible  for  the  management  of  the  institu- 
tions under  their  care.  He  did  not  think  that 
in  the  past  these  Visitors  had  proved  an  un- 
qualified success,  and  he  thought  their  multi- 
plication would  be  an  undoubted  evil.  He 
must  also  dissent  entirely  from  the  opinion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton  with 
regard  to  the  salary  paid  to  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment. A  salary  of  £1,200  a  year  was  not 
at  all  too  largo  to  give  to  an  officer  in  charge 
of  such  an  important  department,  for  he  was 
either  worth  that  or  worth  nothing  at  all.  He 
was  certain  that  any  gentleman  capable  of 
filling  the  position  of  Inspector -General  of 
Hospitals  and  Asylums  could  obtain  a  much 
larger  salary  in  some  of  our  second-  or  third- 
rate  towns  by  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  had  a  good  deal  to  say  on  some  of  the  ques- 
tions that  were  coming  up  on  the  estimates 
by-and-by  with  regard  to  the  administration 
of  the  depsftment  in  another  branch,  but 
would  defer  it  until  the  estimates  were  before 
the  House.  He  must,  however,  again  most  em- 
phatically express  his  dissent  from  the  views 
expressed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  and  from  the 
views  of  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton. 
Mr.  FISH  said  his  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  the  Buller  need  not  be  in  the  least 
alarmed  that  he  should  take  any  notice  of  what 
he  said.  He  had  heard  the  honourable  gentle- 
man too  often  not  to  know  that  his  word  had 
no  weight  or  influence  either  in  or  outside  of 
that  House;  therefore  he  thought  he  should 
be  misjudging  the  status  he  himself  occupied 
in  that  Chamber  if  he  were  to  take  any  notice 
of  what  the  honourable  gentleman  said.  There 
was,  however,  just  one  remark  of  his  he  would 
notice,  and  that  was  where  he  insinuated  that 
some  friend  of  his  was  being  covertly  attacked 
by  one  of  his  (Mr.  Fish's)  questions.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  in  the  House  when  he  (Mr.  Fish)  spoke, 
but,  if  he  was,  it  was  perfectly  certain  the 
honourable  gentlemen  could  not  have  listened 
to  his  remarks,  because  he  was  studiously  careful 
to  refrain  from  anything  of  the  kind.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  know  of  a  case  that 
came  within  the  limits  of  any  one  of  his  ques- 
tions, he  would  like  to  ask  from  whom  he  got 
his  information — who  told  him  ?  How  came  he 
to  know  of  it  ?  He  had  not  told  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  Having  said  this  much,  he 
had  done  with  the  honourable  gentleman.  The 
reply  of  the  Minister  to  his  (Mr.  Fish's)  remarks 
had  been  of  a  most  unsatisfactory  nature,  and 
proved  to  him  conclusively  that  that  honour- 
able gentleman  was  not  the  best  man  for  the 
position  he  held  as  the  political  head  of  these 
institutions.    He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
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that,  whatever  the  honourable  gentleman's 
abilities  might  be  in  another  direction,  the 
remarks  he  had  made  with  regard  to  these 
institutions  and  the  mode  in  which  they 
should  be  conducted  caused  him  (Mr.  Fish)  to 
look  upon  him  as  not  being  the  right  man  for 
the  position.  The  honourable  gentleman  said 
that  the  staff  of  those  institutions  was  neces- 
sarily a  large  one,  and  therefore  there  would  be 
necessarily  continual  changes.  He  admitted 
both  these  statements ;  they  were  self-eyldent 
propositions,  which  need  not  be  laid  down  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  answer  to  his 
remarks  in  any  shape  or  form.  But,  whilst 
there  must  be  in  the  nature  of  things  nume- 
rous changes  and  dismissals,  they  ought  not  to 
be  carried  out  without  a  proper  and  due  con- 
sideration of  the  abilities,  rights,  and  feelings 
of  the  employes;  and,  if  it  could  be  shown 
that  any  one  of  these  employes  had  been  dis- 
missed through  unftur  animus  on  the  part  of 
the  Inspector-General  or  of  any  of  his  under- 
officers,  then  it  was  a  fair  case  for  reproval  and 
alteration.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
said  that  the  discipline  in  these  institutions 
should  and  must  be  strict — that  it  must  be  of 
the  strictest  character.  He  was  entirely  at 
one  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in  that. 
The  discipline  in  these  institutions  could  not 
be  too  stnct  in  its  character.  But,  while  he 
admitted  that, — ^that  it  must  bo  effective,  and 
be  controlled  by  the  working-head  of  the  de- 

gartment,— it  should  be  absolutely  just  and 
onest  in  its  character;  and  that  vras  what 
he  challenged  in  the  particular  case  here 
referred  to.  The  Minister  had  kindly  told 
them,  forsooth,  that  he  had  no  wish  to  burke 
apetition.  There  was  nothing  to  thank  him  for. 
The  honourable  gentleman  and  all  his  satellites 
could  not  prevent  a  petition  from  being  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  The  right  of  petition  was 
one  of  the  inherent  rights  of  the  British  race, 
which  neither  he  nor  any  hundred  autocrats 
could  take  away  from  the  people  of  the  colony. 
But  what  he  could  do,  and  had  done,  was  this : 
He  had  burked  and  prevented  an  inquiry  from 
being  granted  to  this  unfortunate  lady,  when, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  Civil  Service, 
it  was  his  duty  to  grant  it,  and  she  bad 
every  right  to  demand  it.  He  was  not  saying 
whether  this  lady  was  a  good  Matron  or  not, 
but  this  lady  had  a  right,  the  undoubted  right 
of  every  man  or  woman  in  this  country,  and 
especially  in  the  Civil  Service,  when  sum- 
marily, arbitrarily,  and  autocratically  dis- 
missed, to  demand  an  inquinr  into  the  causes 
of  dismissal.  They  were  told  they  must  not 
bring  matters  of  this  kind  before  the  House. 
Why  should  they  not,  when  the  humblest 
among  them  was  wronged  —  wronged  by  a 
person  occupying  a  secure  official  position, 
governed,  strengtixened,  and  assisted  by  the 
Minister — why  should  they  not  bring  the  com- 
plaint upon  the  floor  of  the  House  and  have  it 
properly  ventilated?  He  must  say  he  had 
done  quite  right  in  doing  what  he  had  done, 
notwithstanding  any  remarks  made  to  the 
contrary ;  and  he  should,  so  long  as  he  had 
a  seat  in  that  House,  always  do  exactly  the 


same  thing.  There  could  be  no  doubt  at  all 
that  the  Minister  was  dominated  entirely  by 
the  official  head  of  this  department.  He 
knew  that  gentleman  as  well  as,  or  better  than, 
he  knew  the  Minister.  He  knew  the  peculiar 
characteristics  of  the  Inspector  of  Lunatic 
Asylums  and  Hospitals,  and  he  knew  that  he 
was  just  the  very  man  that  could  by'  the  force 
of  his  will — he  did  not  say  whether  that  force 
was  well-directed,  or  whether  it  went  any  more 
than  the  wild  wind  in  the  right  direction— but 
his  force  of  character  was  such  that  he  could 
as  easily  dominate  the  Ministerial  head  of  the 
department  as  he  could  turn  his  finger.  And 
he  knew,  too,  that  the  official  head  of  the 
department  was  inclined  to  be  at  times,  and  to 
certain  persons,  extremely  sycophantic,  and  he 
thought  if  he  applied  a  blister  of  that  sort  to 
the  Ministerial  head  it  would  have  the  most 
soothing  effect  upon  him  possible.  Therefore  he 
thought,  from  the  two  causes  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  that  the  Inspector  entirely  dominated 
the  Minister,  and  directed  the  actions  of  the 
Minister,  who  practically  had  not  a  word  to  say 
with  regard  to  the  management  of  these  two 
most  important  institutions.  Then,  it  came 
to  this :  that,  as  a  representative  of  the  people, 
and  as  a  member  of  that  House,  he  had  to 
acknowledge  to  himself  the  inability  of  the 
Minister  to  cope  with  the  peculiar  characteris- 
tics of  the  head  of  the  department,  and  to 
consider  within  himself  whether  that  gentle- 
man was  a  proper  person  to  be  intrusted  without 
Ministerial  control  with  the  important  functions 
that  he  held.  With  the  greatest  respect  for 
the  opinions  of  other  honourable  members,  he 
must  say  that  he  did  not  think  that  gentleman 
was  professionally  or  otherwise  the  proper  man 
for  the  situation  he  held.  They  were  told  by 
the  Minister— tutored,  of  course,  by  the  officiia 
head — ^that  Miss  Finch  was  neither  physically 
nor  by  temperament  fitted  for  this  position. 
Then,  if  that  was  so,  how  came  it  that  on 
three  or  four  different  occasions,  extending  over 
a  period  of  more  than  two  years,  the  official 
head  of  the  department,  in  official  documents, 
told  the  House  and  the  public  that  this  lady 
was  eminently  fitted  for  tne  position,  and  that 
continual  improvement  was  being  made  under 
her  matronship  in  the  conduct  of  this  asylum  ? 
If  this  was  so,  as  the  records  proved,  how 
did  it  happen  that  there  was  this  sudden 
change  of  opinion  ?  And,  when  he  gave  effect 
to  his  sudden  change  of  opinion,  why  did  he 
do  so  in  a  manner  which  he  (Mr.  Fish)  was 
justified  in  saying  was  brutal  ?  His  conduct 
was  unjustifiable,  brusque,  and  rude.  If  it  had 
been  a  chimney-sweeper  who  had  been  con- 
cerned, even  then  it  would  have  been  intoler- 
able, but,  when  applied  to  a  lady,  he  asked 
those  honourable  gentlemen  who  were  always 
talking  so  fulsomely  of  women's  rights  to  stand 
by  them  in  such  a  case  as  this.  He  must  say 
that  the  manner  in  which  this  lady  had  been 
treated  by  this  officer,  either  with  or  without 
the  consent  of  the  Minister — if  with  his  con- 
sent, then  so  much  the  worse — was  brutal  in 
its  curtness,  and  brutal  in  the  coarseness  or 
rou{^ness  of  language,  which  was  calculated 
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to  offend  the  Bensibilities  of  the  lady  to  a  large 
degree.  It  had  been  said  by  the  Minister  that 
it  was  not  correct  to  say  that  this  young  lady 
was  not  allowed  to  withdraw  her  resignation — 
that  she  might  have  been  allowed  to  withdraw 
it.  But  the  fact  was  that  the  threat  was  made 
to  her  that  if  she  withdrew  her  resignation  she 
would  be  "dismissed,  and  would  then  lose  the 
compensation  she  was  entitled  to,  in  common 
with  other  Civil  servants.  Was  that  a  proper 
course  for  an  officer  to  take  ?  Was  it  a  proper 
course  for  ihe  Ministerial  head  of  the  depart- 
ment to  allow  to  be  taken — that  she  should 
be  threatened  that  if  she  did  withdraw  her 
resignation  she  should  be  punished,  not  only, 
as  he  insinuated  in  his  letter,  by  proving  some- 
thing detrimental  to  her  ability  as  a  Matron, 
but  also  that  it  would  entail  the  loss  of  com- 
pensation to  which  she  was  entitled  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES.— She  was  not  entitled  to  any 
compensation, 

Mr.  FISH  had  yet  to  learn  that  that  was  the 
case.  That  was  the  threat,  and  he  challenged 
the  Minister  to  deny  it.  The  threat  was  made 
to  deprive  her  of  compensation  for  loss  of  office. 
This  lady,  if  he  was  correctly  informed,  was  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  a  Civil  servant,  and, 
if  that  was  so,  she  was  entitled  to  one  month's 
salary  for  every  year  of  service  she  had  given 
to  the  State;  and,  if  what  he  was  informed 
as  to  what  took  place  was  correct,  he  must 
say  that  the  treatment  which  this  young  lady 
had  received  had  been  brutal  in  the  extreme. 
They  were  told  that  the  management  of  these 
institutions  was  superior,  or  at  least  equal,  to 
the  management  of  similar  institutions  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  What  rubbish  that  was  I 
Did  they  not  know  as  a  fact  that  there  were 
complaints  from  time  to  time — he  might  say, 
figuratively,  from  day  to  day — from  one  end 
of  the  colony  to  the  other,  with  regard  to 
these  institutions  ?  They  had  a  scandal  here 
to-day,  a  scandal  there  to-morrow;  to-day  a 
charge  here,  to-morrow  a  charge  there.  From 
the  North  Cape  to  the  BluJS  there  were  con- 
tinual complaints  of  bad  management  on  the 
part  of  the  resident  officers  of  the  institutions. 
And  who  could  be  to  blame  for  this  if  it  was 
not  the  official  head,  for  whom  so  much  had 
been  said  by  the  Hon.  the  Minister?  Why, 
the  mere  fact  of  the  existence  of  these  things 
proved  that  he  was  not  the  man  he  should  be, 
and  that  he  did  not  manage  these  institutions 
in  a  way  which  was  calculated  to  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  public  at  large.  Let  them  look  at 
the  Seacliff  Asylum  inquiry  now  going  on, 
where  a  man  was  being  tried  for  libel.  Let 
them  look  at  the  inquiry  last  year.  Let  them 
recollect  the  connection  of  the  official  head  of 
the  department  with  those  interested  in  that 
inquiry.  Let  them  recall  the  incident  that 
took  place  in  the  railway-carriage  between  the 
head  of  the  department  and  the  gentleman 
who  was  going  to  make  the  inquiry.  Let 
them  look  at  the  scandal  at  the  Wanganui 
Hospital  the  other  day.  Let  them  remember 
what  the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui 
had  said  on  that  subject.  There  had  been  a 
similar  scandal  at  the  Ghristchurch  Hospital : 
Mr.FUh 


why  had  inquiry  into  that  been  burked? 
They  had  heard  nothing  at  all  ai>out  that; 
and  yet  they  were  told  that  these  institutions 
were  managed  well.  Why,  the  thing  was 
ridiculous.  He  was  surprised  that  the  Minis- 
ter should  have  said  what  he  had  said,  and  it 
only  proved  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  not  the  real  head  of  the  department.  The 
officer  he  had  referred  to  was  the  head  and 
controller  of  these  institutions,  and  he  was  un- 
tranmielled,  except  for  official  form's  sake,  by 
the  Minister.  If  he  wanted  the  Minister's  sig- 
nature he  went  to  the  Minister  and  got  it.  If 
he  wanted  the  Minister's  approval  he  went  to 
the  Minister's  office,  made  a  few  remarks,  and 
got  it ;  and  that  the  Minister  went  further  than 
that  be  (Mr.  Fish)  did  not  believe,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  have  to  say  so.  Then,  the  Minister 
had  laid  down  this  proposition,  to  which  he 
(Mr.  Fish)  took  the  strongest  exception:  The 
Minister  said  he  was  strongly  of  opinion — not- 
withstanding his  attempt  to  get  out  of  it  on 
what  he  called  a  personal  explanation — that 
inquiries  and  oonmiissions  ought  not  to  be  held. 
What  did  that  mean?  It  meant  this:  that,  if 
that  view  was  to  be  carried  out,  the  whole 
power  and  control  of  these  institutions  would 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister,  or,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  he  had 
alluded  to.  What  would  be  the  result  ?  Every 
official  in  these  institutions  would  know  that 
he  was  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  official 
head,  and  a  system  of  toadyism  would  spring 
up  in  the  ranks  of  the  employes  at  these  insti- 
tutions. That  was  the  system  which  had  been 
attempted  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Govern- 
ment; and  yet  they  had  the  Minister  tellliig 
them  that  there  should  be  no  Boards  of  inquiry 
set  up  to  inquire  into  cases  of  injustice  done  to 
the  employes.  He  was  surprised,  and  he  felt 
humiliated,  when  he  heard  the  Minister  say 
what  he  did.  It  might  be  true,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  Minister,  that  the  officer  to  whom 
he  had  referred  was  very  enthusiastic.  But  they 
found  that  enthusiasm  sometimes  with  some 
people — and  especially  with  gentlemen  of  the 
peculiar  characteristics  of  the  officer  referred 
to — was  another  name  for  doggedness,  auto- 
cracy, domineering,  and  tyrannical  conduct; 
and  he  would  not  withdraw  one  of  those  words 
which  he  had  used  in  his  opening  remarks 
with  regard  to  the  official  head  of  the  depart- 
ment. Did  they  not  know  that  wherever  that 
gentleman  went  you  could  find  his  trail  in- 
evitably by  the  friction  that  he  left  behind  him 
in  every  part  of  the  colony  ?  Let  honourable 
members  ask  the  gentlemen  in  chaise  of  the 
Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid  Boards — those 
independent  Boards  put,  fortunately  for  the 
people,  as  buffers  between  the  people  and  the 
Ministerial  head  of  the  department,  and  in  this 
case  the  official  head  of  the  department — ^let 
honourable  members  ask  these  Boards  what 
was  their  experience,  and  from  one  end  of  the 
colony  to  the  other  they  would  find  there  was 
a  widespread  complaint  of  the  irritation  he 
caused  and  the  obstinacy  with  which  he  dis- 
regarded all  their  complaints  and  waved  them 
aside  with  a  wave  of  the  hand.    Some  honour- 
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able  gentlemen  seemed  to  think  it  degrading 
and  undignified  to  say  one  word  about  the 
management  of  our  institutions.  They  were 
told  that  a  member  of  Parliament  must  hold 
his  tongue,  because  it  was  infra  di^. — it  was 
not  delicate.  Kemarks  of  that  kind  would  not 
influence  him  in  the  least.  He  despised  such 
statements,  and  he  thought  they  were  often 
only  made  to  cover  up  and  hide  deficiencies 
which  ought  to  be  exposed  to  the  public  gaze. 
They  were  told  also — and  this  was  another  ad- 
mission which  was  most  a.stonishing  to  him — 
the  Minister  stated  that  if  he  had  his  way  he 
would  re- engage  this  oiHcer  for  a  term  of  years, 
and  at  his  present  salary.  He  understood  that 
this  gentleman's  engagement  was  entered  into 
by  a  Conservative  Government — as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  call  them ;  and  he  would 
like  to  ask  him 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  FISH  said,  Well,  it  was  by  a  personal 
friend,  Sir  Robert  Stout. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Stout- Buckley. 

Mr.  FISH  said.  Yes ;  and  that  would  ac- 
count for  many  other  little  things  he  knew  of, 
bat  which  he  would  not  speak  of  more  plainly 
than  he  had  done  that  day — that  would  ao- 
count  for  them  all.  He  would  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  this :  By  what  authority  and 
zeasoning  did  he  justify  the  appointment  for  a 
term  of  years  of  this  particular  officer  when 
snoh  was  not  done  in  the  case  of  other  officers? 
Why  should  he  be  given  a  three  years'  engage- 
ment? Were  his  servioM  of  so  intrinsioally 
valuable  a  character  that  the  Govemmjont  o.' 
the  day,  and  especially  a  Liberal  and  demo- 
cratic Government,  should  go  to  him  on  their 
knees  and  say,  **  Will  you  kindly  stop  with  us  ? 
— and,  if  you  do,  we  will  give  you  this  large 
salary  and  a  three  years'  engagement"?  He 
and  others  had  opposed  the  engagement  for  a 
term.  He  trusted  the  other  members  of  the 
Government  would  not  allow  the  Minister  of 
Justice  to  have  his  way  upon  this  occasion.  It 
had  been  said  by  his  colleague,  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City,  that  £600  was  a 
sufficient  recompense  for  the  gentleman  hold- 
ing this  office ;  but  he  did  not  agree  with  that 
— a  gentleman  with  the  requisite  professional 
standing  deserved  more  than  that.  He  however 
utterly  denied  that  the  professional  standing 
of  the  gentleman  to  whom  they  had  been  re- 
ferring was  of  such  a  character  as  to  justify  the 
payment  of  the  salary  he  received — £1,200. 
He  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  no  greater 
benefit  could  be  conferred  upon  the  community 
of  Now  Zealand  than  that  there  should  be  a 
rigid  and  impartial  inquiry  into  the  manage- 
ment of  the  whole  of  our  institutions  con- 
nected with  charitable  aid,  hospitals,  and 
lunatic  asylums.  That  would  be  a  Commis- 
sion, he  was  sure,  which  it  would  pay  the 
colony  well  to  set  up.  They  would  then  find 
out  where  the  weak  spots  of  these  institu- 
tions were,  and  might  also  provide  for  a 
management  that  would  be  effective  in  its 
working  and  in  the  interests  of  the  general 
public.    He  had  brought  the  question  up  that 
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day  from  a  strong  conviction  that  ho  was  act- 
ing rightly  in  doing  so,  and,  when  ho  thought 
ho  was  right,  no  power  on  earth  would  prevent 
him  from  doing  what  he  deemed  to  be  his  duty 
on  the  floor  of  the  House.  In  making  his 
opening  remarks  he  had  considered  the  matter 
very  carefully,  and  he  had  been  very  careful 
not  in  any  way  to  prejudice  the  case  of  the 
young  lady  to  whom  he  had  referred.  But 
what  was  the  good  of  talking  ?  It  made  one's 
blood  boil — at  least  it  did  his— when  he  con- 
sidered this  matter.  What  justice  could  she 
get  on  the  floor  of  the  House  ?  She  had  been 
denied  an  impartial  inquiry  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  what  could  she  get  in  the  House  ? 
She  would  petition  the  House ;  a  Committee  in 
all  probability  would  make  a  report  that  she 
had  been  wrongly  treated,  but  would  modify 
it  so  as  not  to  move  the  susceptibilities  of 
Ministers,  because  there  were  always  Minis- 
terial majorities  on  Committees,  and  the  thing 
was  likely  to  go  no  further,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  ignore  her  claim.  In  many  cases 
petitioning  the  House  was  simply  a  perfect 
farce,  unless  the  petitioner  happened  to  be  a 
personal  political  friend  of  the  Government : 
unless  that  was  so,  the  recommendations  of 
Committees  were  seldom  given  eflect  to.  He 
felt  that  he  had  done  his  duty  in  speaking 
as  he  had  done  that  day.  He  should  have 
done  exactly  the  same  during  the  discussion 
on  the  estimates  of  the  department  had  he 
been  in  the  House  at  the  time,  but,  having  lost 
that  opportunity,  he  had  taken  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  bringing  the  matter  up.  Al- 
though he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  answer 
of  the  Government  to  his  questions,  still 
he  was  certain  that  the  discussion  which 
had  taken  place  would  awaken  the  minds 
of  the  people  on  this  matter,  and  more  ques- 
tions would  be  asked  in  regard  to  it.  He  had 
another  question  to  ask  with  regard  to  some- 
thing which  ho  had  been  told  had  occurred  at 
Christohurch,  and  he  would  put  a  question  on 
the  subject  presently.  He  would  say  again  he 
was  not  going  to  be  deterred  from  putting  these 
questions  by  any  false  feeling  of  delicacy  be- 
cause the  person  to  whom  he  referred  was  not 
within  the  walls  of  the  House  to  answer  the 
charges.  It  would  always  be  found — and  he 
was  sure  honourable  members  would  agree 
with  him  in  this — that  in  the  case  of  Civil 
servants  moving  in  the  higher  social  circles  in 
Wellington  they  never  lacked  friends  on  the 
floor  of  the  House.  If,  however,  it  was  the 
case  of  some  understrapper  in  the  service,  his 
case  would  receive  very  different  treatment. 
In  the  case,  however,  of  a  gentleman  who 
moved  among  the  upper  circles  in  Wellington, 
it  was  a  thankless  thing  to  attempt  to  bring 
his  name  up  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  They 
had  seen  such  things  before,  and  they  would 
see  them  again:  and  his  honourable  friends 
around  him  knew  that  this  was  so.  Although 
some  time  had  been  occupied  in  the  discussion 
on  this  question,  ho  did  not  think,  under  the 
special  circumstances,  that  the  time  had  been 
wasted. 
Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


562 


Teachers'  Salaries, 


[HOU SE.]         Charitable  Aid. 


[Sept.  1 


APPOINTMENT  OF  TEACHEKS. 

Mr.  HARKNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, If  his  attention  has  been  directed  to  a 
resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  of  householders 
held  at  Nelson  on  3rd  August,  1898  ?  If  so,  is 
it  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  amend 
clause  45  of  "  The  Education  Act,  1877,"  so  as 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  difficulty  which 
may  at  any  future  time  occur  between  Educa- 
tion Boards  and  School  Committees  in  refer- 
ence to  the  appointment  and  transfer  of 
teachers  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
was  not  aware  the  Act  needed  amendment  in 
the  direction  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated.  As  a  rule  the  Boards  and  Committees 
got  on  well  together. 

TEACHERS'  SALARIES. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Education,  If  he  has  received  the  following 
resolution  from  the  North  Canterbury  Educa- 
tion Board — ^namely,  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Board,  the  present  system  of  payment  of 
salaries  to  teachers  on  the  strict  average  is 
unfair  and  unjust;  and  that  the  Minister  of 
Education  be  asked  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  adopting  a  more  equitable  basis  for  the  pay- 
ment of  teachers'  salaries  " ;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
give  effect  to  the  recommendation  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  could  not  say  that  he  would 
be  able  this  session  to  deal  with  the  question. 
As  regarded  the  difference  between  the  strict 
and  the  working  average,  did  the  honourable 
gentleman  refer  to  the  system  of  paying  capita- 
tion on  the  strict  average  7 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Yes. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  had  an  inquiiy  going 
on  at  the  present  time,  and  when  it  was 
finished  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  come  to  a  con- 
clusion as  to  tne  exact  difference  between  the 
working  of  the  strict  and  the  working  average. 
They  might  restore  the  strict  average  for  one 
or  two  portions  of  the  year  so  as  to  ascertain 
the  effect. 

NAPIER  BREAKWATER. 
Mr.  SWAN  asked  the  Government,  If,  taking 
into  consideration  the  very  exceptional  circum- 
stances in  connection  with  the  Napier  break- 
water—namely, that  this  large  and  important 
work  is  really  a  colonial  work,  inasmuch  as  it 
will  be  a  harbour  of  refuge  for  the  East  Coast, 
and  the  only  safe  harbour  for  vessels  to  make  for 
in  bad  weather  between  Wellington  and  Auck- 
land, covering  a  coast-line  of  near  six  hundred 
miles  ;  that  the  cost  of  the  work  when  finished 
will  be  over  £500,000,  every  penny  of  which 
is  borne  by  the  district ;  that  when  the  work 
was  projected  the  duty  on  cement  (Is.  per 
oask)  was  remitted,  but  the  remission  was  sub- 
sequently revoked,  and  the  duty  increased  to  28. 
per  cask,  which  meant  an  unexpected  outlay 
for  duty  of  £10,500— looking  at  the  above  cir- 
cumstances, will  the  Government  allow  the 
cement  for  this  great  public  work  to  come  in 
duty-free  ?  This  matter  was  of  such  great  im- 
portance to  the  colony  generally  that  he  hoped 


he  would  have  a  favourable  answer  to  the 
question. 

Mr.  WARD  might  say,  in  reply  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  what  he  asked 
could  not  possibly  be  done.  It  could  not  be 
done  without  a  change  in  the  law  in  the  first 
place ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  if  they  granted 
the  request  they  would  have  a  similar  appli- 
cation from  every  Harbour  Board  in  the 
colony  which  found  it  necessary  to  use  cement 
for  carrying  out  its  works.  Therefore  he  was 
not  able  to  hold  out  the  slightest  hope  to  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  SWAN  said  he  belieVed  he  was  pre- 
cluded from  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  at  that  time,  but  he  would  take  another 
opportunity  of  doing  so. 

INFLUX  OF  CRnriNALS. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked,  Whether,  having  re- 
gard to  the  recent  infiux  of  the  criminal  class 
and  increase  of  crime  in  the  colony,  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commissioner  and  increase 
the  Police  Force  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  so  far  as  they  could 
judge  from  reports  to  hand,  there  was  no  sufi&- 
cient  cause  shown  for  increasing  the  strength 
of  the  Police  Force  generally  throughout  tho 
colony.  It  might  be  that  in  some  parts  there 
was  a  little  need  for  doing  so ;  but,  taking  the 
colony  as  a  whole,  he  could  not  see  any  neces- 
sity for  strengthening  the  Force.  As  regarded 
the  other  parts  of  the  colony  alluded  to,  steps 
would  be  taken  to  see  that  due  protection  was 
given. 

CHARITABLE  AID. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Government,  Whether, 
seeing  that  the  expenditure  of  the  State  in 
hospital  and  charitable  aid  has  reached  the 
colossal  dimensions  of  £154,000,  and  that  the 
Inspector  of  Hospitals  and  Asylums  reports 
that  *<  a  change  of  the  law  is  urgently  required,** 
they  will  be  prepared  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  charitable-aid  reform  without  further  delay, 
or,  at  least,  to  indicate  the  direction  which 
they  consider  reform  should  take  before  the 
close  of  the  present  session,  so  that  the  ques- 
tion may  be  submitted  to  the  electors  of  the 
colony  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  had  stated  the  prevlons 
day  that  he  was  afraid  that  during  the  present 
session  the  course  of  public  business  would 
hardly  permit  of  it. 

THAMES  AND  COROMANDEL 
HOSPITALS. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, If  he  is  aware  that  the  endowments 
made  by  the  General  and  Provincial  Govern- 
ments for  hospitals  in  Auckland  are  monopo- 
lized by  one  institution  ?  If  so  aware,  will  he 
take  steps  to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  250,000 
acres  of  land  mentioned  in  section  88  of  **  The 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Act, 
1885,"  as  an  endowment  for  the  Thames  ajid 
Coromandel  District  Hospitals  7 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  Auckland  Hospital 
Reserves  Act  of  1883  vested  many   hospital 
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reserves  in  the  Public  Trustee  under  security 
for  a  loon  raised  for  the  purposes  of  the  Auck- 
land Hospital  and  the  buildings  there.  These 
reserves  were  a  most  valuable  property,  and  no 
doubt  an  income  was  -derived  from  them. 
Some  other  reserves  were  vested  in  the  Auck- 
land Charitable  Aid  Board.  There  were  others 
which  were  not  dealt  with  which  the  Hospitals 
and  Charitable  Institutions  Act  of  1885  enabled 
the  Government  to  vest  in  a  particular  district, 
if  applied  to  for  that  purpose.  The  only  reserve 
in  the  Coromandel  district  was  half  an  acre  in 
the  Township  of  Buckingham,  but  it  was  of 
little  value.  No  steps  had  been  taken  under 
section  18  of  the  Act  of  1885  to  set  aside  this 
land  as  an  endowment,  but  should  any  appli- 
cation be  made  by  the  people  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  district  to  the  Hospital  Trustees 
they  could  of  course  take  action. 

GUMFIELDS. 

Mr.  PALMER  asked  the  Government,~(l) 
If  they  intend  to  fix  a  time  for  the  House  to 
discuss  the  Gumfields  Beport ;  and  (2)  do  the 
Government  intend  to  introduce  any  legisla- 
tion in  regajrd  to  the  gumfields  and  gum-diggers 
this  session?  He  would  point  out  to  the 
Minister  that  the  Government  were  now  taking 
away  private  members'  days,  and  it  was  im- 
possible therefore  for  any  private  member  to 
bring  in  a  measure  in  regard  to  the  gumfields, 
the  influx  of  Austrians,  and  so  forth.  He 
had  himself  introduced  a  Bill  on  the  subject, 
but,  as  private  members'  days  had  been  taken 
away,  his  Bill,  along  with  other  Bills  of  pri- 
vate members,  would  now  be  killed.  He  had 
received  a  petition  from  876  settlers  and  gum- 
diggers  praying  for  legislation  against  the 
influx  of  the  Austrians  on  the  gumfields ;  and 
if  the  Government  intended  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
on  the  subject  he  would  reserve  his  petition — 
following  the  step  taken  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  in  regard  to  the  woman's 
franchise — until  it  wcks  before  the  House,  when 
he  would  press  this  petition  in  support  of  some 
legislation.  He  would  like  to  have  an  answer 
from  the  Minister  as  to  what  the  Government 
intended  to  do. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  impossible  to  state 
the  time  when  the  discussion  of  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  would  take  place.  It  was, 
he  might  say,  an  elaborate  and  a  very  good 
report.  An  inquiry  of  an  exhaustive  character 
haid  taken  place,  and  the  Government  con- 
sidered the  House  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  report.  When  they  came  to 
a  conclusion  as  to  the  time  for  discussing  it 
he  would  acquaint  the  honourable  gentleman 
with  it. 

Mr.  PALMEB  asked  if  the  Government  had 
made  up  their  mind  to  bring  down  some  legis- 
lation on  the  subject. 

IMr.  SEDDON  said  they  had  not  made  up 
their  mind  on  the  question. 

HOSPITALS  AND  CHARITABLE  AID. 

ilr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Government,  If 
the  provisions  of  section  88  of  **  The  Hospitals 
and  Charitable  Institutions  Act,  1885,"  have 


been  complied  with  since  the  passing  of  the 
said  Act?  If  not,  will  the  Government  take 
immediate  steps  to  have  the  provisions  of  the 
section  quoted  carried  into  eflect,  in  order  to  re- 
lieve the  present  great  strain  upon  the  finances 
of  the  local  bodies,  which  have  to  contribute  an 
unduly  largo  share  towards  the  maintenance  of 
institutions  ?  This  was  a  very  important  ques- 
tion, and  one  in  respect  of  which  something 
should  have  been  done  long  before  this.  In 
1885  an  Act  was  passed  authorising  the  pur- 
chase of  250,000  acres  of  land  as  endowments 
for  the  Charitable  Aid  Boards  all  over  the 
colony.  He  believed  nothing  had  been  done  in 
that  respect  yet,  and  the  Charitable  Aid  Boards 
were  languishing  for  want  of  funds  in  many 
parts  of  the  colony.  He  thought  something 
ought  to  be  done,  and  he  simply  put  the  ques- 
tion to  stir  up  the  Government  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  it  was  quite  true  that  the 
Act  had  not  been  complied  with,  but  he  was 
afraid  he  could  not  promise  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  immediate  steps  to  have  it 
complied  with,  although  he  would  be  very  glad 
to  see  it  done. 

POLICE  SUPERANNUATION. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  If,  during  the  recess,  he  will  cause  a 
scheme  of  superannuation  for  the  Police  Force 
to  be  formulated ;  said  scheme,  with  such 
amendments  in  detail  as  he  may  consider  ne- 
cessary, to  be  based  on  the  lines  of  a  scheme 
agreed  to  almost  unanimously  by  the  members 
of  the  Force,  and  submitted  to  Government  in 
1892? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  had 
already  given  this  question  of  the  superannua- 
tion of  the  police  consideration,  and,  though 
the  scheme  referred  to  was  not  before  the 
House,  he  thought  it  might  be  altered  so  as  to 
meet  the  case  of  each  and  every  servant  they 
had  in  the  colony.  He  believed  any  scheme 
that  was  submitted  ought  to  deal  generally 
with  the  Public  Service,  and  not  merely  with 
one  branch  of  the  Service. 

OTOROHANGA  NATIVE  LAND  COURT. 

^Ir.  SHERA  asked  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
Native  Affairs,  When  the  Native  Land  Court 
at  Otorohanga  will  again  sit  there?  The 
sitting  of  the  Court  at  Otorohanga  was  a  very 
important  matter.  He  hoped  the  Minister 
would  give  a  favourable  reply.  If  he  did  not, 
he  would  repeat  the  question  again. 

Mr.  REEVES  was  afraid  it  was  impossible 
to  say  when.  All  the  Judges  were  engaged 
elsewhere  holding  Courts  the  sittings  of  which 
were  likely  to  last  some  months. 

R.  FOSTER. 

Mr.  RHODES  asked  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture, Whether  the  Government  will  place 
a  sum  on  the  supplementary  estimates  to  pay 
Reginald  Foster  the  compensation  asked  for 
in  a  petition  reported  on  by  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee  on  the  7th  October,  1892  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  might  say  that  this 
officer  was  retired  on  the  31st  March,  1892, 
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compensation  being  calculated  on  £300,  the 
salary  received  by  him  at  that  date.  He  how- 
ever claimed  that  it  should  have  been  calcu- 
lated on  £400,  the  salary  ho  had  drawn  up  to 
July,  1891.  If  the  compensation  asked  for 
were  given  it  would  mean  that  a  very  large 
sum  of  money  would  have  to  be  paid. 

CHRISTCHURCH  NIGHT  WATCHMAN. 

Mr.  MOORE  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  night  watchman 
at  the  Christchurch  Police  D6p6t  is  compelled 
to  remain  on  duty  for  ten  consecutive  hours 
—  namely,  from  nine  p.m.  till  seven  a.m. — 
whereas  the  Police  Regulations  provide  that  the 
hours  of  the  night-relief  are  from  nine  p.m. 
till  five  a.m.  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  ha.d  received  no  defi- 
nite Information  upon  this  question.  He  had 
telegraphed  to  Christchurch,  and  on  receipt  of 
the  information  he  would  give  it  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman. 

NATIVE  ACTS. 

Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  will  have  a  reprint  in  Maori  and  Eng- 
lish made  of  all  the  Native  Acts  dating  from  the 
establishment  of  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  ? 
It  was  desirable  the  Natives  should  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  these  laws,  and 
for  that  purpose  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
to  have  them  bound  up  in  one  volume.  Instead 
of  the  Natives  having  to  look  up  all  these 
Acts,  it  was  only  right  that  they  should  be  able 
to  get  all  the  Acts  together,  and,  if  the  Govern- 
ment could  see  its  way  to  do  what  he  asked  he 
"was  sure  the  money  it  cost  would  be  recouped. 

Mr.  REEVES  was  afraid  he  could  not  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  a  favourable  answer. 
The  expense  involved  would  be  very  consider- 
able, and  he  hardly  thought  the  step  was  neces- 
sary. Most  of  the  recent  Acts  were  in  print, 
and  in  Maori  also,  he  was  informed. 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Whether  he  has  received  an  appli- 
cation requesting  that  the  Government  will 
take  the  necessary  steps  for  providing  for  the 
repayment  to  the  account  of  the  School  of 
Agriculture  at  Lincoln  of  I  the  sum  of  £(3,000, 
which  is  agreed  to  be  due  to  that  account  from 
the  funds  of  the  Canterbury  College? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  Yes.  Letters  had 
been  received  from  the  Canterbury  Agricultural 
Society,  asking  the  Government  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  make  available  for  scholarships,  et  cetera^ 
the  sum  of  £5,000— part  of  a  sum  of  £7,900  be- 
lieved to  be  due  to  the  School  of  Agriculture 
from  other  departments  of  the  Canterbury 
College.  Before  this  could  be  done  he  thought 
the  consent  of  the  parties  directly  interested 
in  the  matter  should  be  got. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  had  been  got  to 
the  repayment  of  the  £5,000. 

Mr.  J.  McKEN  ZIE  said  the  Government  had 
the  matter  under  consideration  at  the  present 
time.    Whether  they  would  be  able  to  introduce 
a  Bill  this  session  he  could  not  say. 
Afr.  J.  McKenzie 


Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  need  only  be  a  very 
short  Bill.     The  matter  was  very  important. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE  said  the  Government  had 
the  matter  under  consideration. 

AWAKINO  BLOCK. 

^Ir.  SHERA  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  put  a  sum  on  the  estimates  to  make  a 
stock-road  through  the  Awakino  Block,  so  as 
to  enable  stock  to  be  driven  from  Taranaki  to 
the  Waikato  ?  He  wished  to  point  out  to  the 
Minister  that  the  road  would  have  the  effect 
of  increasing  the  value  of  stock  in  the  North  of 
Auckland  five  shillings  a  head.  He  hoped  the 
Minister  would  be  able  to  give  a  favourable 
reply. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  matter  was 
under  consideration  at  present,  and  an  officer 
in  the  district  had  been  asked  to  report  on  the 
road.  If  the  report  was  favourable,  and  the 
matter  was  shown  to  be  one  of  great  urgency, 
he  hoped  provision  would  be  made  for  it  on  the 
estimates. 

WEST  COAST  SETTLEMENT  RESERVES. 

Mr.  HARENESS  asked  the  Premier,  Is  the 
Government  aware  that  sums  of  money  have 
been  paid  on  or  about  December  last  to  the 
Public  Trustee  on  account  of  rents  accrued 
under  "The  West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves 
Act,  1892,"  and  that  up  to  date  the  amounts 
due  to  the  several  Maori  beneficiaries  have  not 
yet  been  paid;  and  will  the  Government  in 
future  have  these  payments  more  promptly 
made? 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  referred  to  a  sum  of 
£1,135  which  was  lodged  with  the  Public 
Trustee  last  December  on  account  of  '*  fair 
rent*'  for  the  period  which  had  elapsed  from 
the  expiration  of  the  old  lease  to  the  date  of 
the  application.  The  Public  Trustee  delayed 
its  distribution  in  order  that  he  might  satisfy 
himself,  from  the  present  actual  value  of  the 
land,  that  the  amount  was  beyond  all  ques- 
tion paid.  The  land  had  now  been  examined, 
and  the  report  was  expected  daily,  from  which 
the  value  of  the  land  would  be  fixed.  The  dis- 
tribution of  the  money  would  then  take  place. 
He  might  inform  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  the  examination  of  the  land  had  been 
delayed  by  bad  weather. 

SALE    OP    ALCOHOLIC   LIQUOR    AT 
SYDENHAM. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
What  steps  the  Government  intend  to  take  to 
prevent  the  illegal  sale  of  alcoholic  liquor  in 
Sydenham?  He  wished  to  state  the  position 
in  which  the  matter  stood.  A  Licensing  Com- 
mittee wa,s  elected  about  three  years  ago  for 
Sydenham,  and  at  their  first  meeting  they 
refused  certain  licenses.  Their  right  to  refuse 
them  was  tested  in  the  Supreme  Court  and 
the  Appeal  Court,  and  it  was  decided  that  they 
had  the  right  to  refuse  them.  The  Committee 
met  next  year,  and  refused  the  three  licenses 
that  had  been  formerly  granted.  There  was 
an  appeal  to  the  Courts,  and  the  Appeal  Court 
decided  that  the  Committee  was  wrong.    Pend- 
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ing  that  decision,  the  publicans  continued  sell- 
ing without  license,  and  without  paying  fees. 
Then  there  were  new  licensing  districts  created, 
and  new  Committees  chosen.  Licenses  were 
granted,  and  the  Court  held  these  wore  illegal ; 
but  the  licensees  were  still  selling.  Seeing, 
therefore,  that  this  was  practically  sly  grog- 
selling,  he  wished  to  know  what  steps  would 
be  taken  by  the  Government. 

!Mr.  REEVES  said  his  information  from  the 
Police  Department  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
police  did  not  intend  to  proceed  in  the  matter. 
It  was,  of  course,  open  to  any  private  person  to 
do  so. 

WAITAKI  LAND. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
What  lands,  if  any,  have  been  acquired  for 
settlement  under  the  Act  for  purchase  of  lands 
for  settlement  in  the  Waitaki  County,  what 
lands  have  been  offered,  and  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  report  made  by  the  Commis- 
sioners in  each  case,  and  whether  there  are 
lands  offered  and  not  reported  upon?  And, 
further,  what  steps,  if  any,  have  the  Govern- 
ment taken  to  acquire  lands  for  settlement  in 
this  county  ?  And,  furtfher,  do  the  Government 
intend  to  pass  a  Bill  this  session  to  empower 
the  Minister  to  take  lands  for  settlement  by 
arbitration  or  under  the  same  regulations  as 
lands  are  now  taken  under  the  Public  Works 
Act? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  no  lands  had 
been  acquired  in  Waitaki  County  under  the  Act 
in  question.  Six  properties  had  been  offered, 
and  had  been  declined,  the  price  of  some  of 
them  being  too  high,  and  some  being  unsuit- 
able. There  were  some  lands  in  the  Waiareka 
Valley  which  were  at  present  under  offer,  and 
would  bo  dealt  with  by  the  Commissioners  at 
their  next  meeting,  and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to 
purchase  some  there. 

EKETAHUNA-ALFREDTON  TELE- 
PHONE. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Postmaster-General,  If, 
in  view  of  the  large  amount  of  settlement  that 
is  going  on  in  the  district,  and  the  great  benefit 
which  the  expenditure  involved  would  confer 
on  a  numerous  body  of  settlers,  he  will  make 
provision  for  the  extension  of  the  telephone 
service  from  Eketahuna  to  Alfredton?  The 
necessary  expenditure  would  be  trifling  and 
would  prove  reproductive,  and,  as  it  would 
be  of  immense  advantage  to  a  large  body  of 
settlers,  he  hoped  for  a  favourable  reply. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  matter  would  be  con- 
sidered, with  a  view  to  seeing  what  could  be 
done. 

NATIVE  LAND  (VALIDATION  OP 
TITLES)  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  formally  move  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  I  propose  to  refer  it  to 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  when  it 
comes  back  from  the  Committee  the  discussion 
on  it  can  be  taken. 

Mr.  SHERA.  —  We  passed  last  session  a 
Native  Land  (V£|,lidation  of  Titles)  Bill,  and  it 
would  appear  by  the  introduction  of  this  Bill 


that  the  fence  erected  was  too  high  for  the 
transgressions  of  those  who  have  broken  the 
law  to  get  over.  The  Bill  was  carefully  guarded 
so  as  to  prevent  those  persons  who  had  broken 
the  law  in  the  inception  of  their  transactions 
from  getting  their  titles ;  and  I  think,  before 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  is  allowed  to 
pass,  there  should  be  a  full  explanation  from 
the  Government  as  to  why  this  Bill  has  been 
introduced.  Honourable  members  will  recol- 
lect that  there  was  considerable  discussion  on 
the  subject  at  the  end  of  last  session,  and  it 
was  with  very  great  reluctance  that  the  House 
passed  the*  Bill.  But  the  House  provided 
certain  safeguards.  Is  it  the  wish  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  remove  those  safeguards  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— In  reply,  I  desire  to  say  that 
this  Bill  has  safeguards  much  more  complete 
than  those  ^in  the  measure  of  last  session,  and 
the  powers  of  the  Judge  are  restricted  also 
much  more  than  in  last  year's  Act.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman  that  in 
legislation  of  this  kind,  dealing  with  trans- 
actions in  the  inception  of  which  there  has 
been  absolute  wrongdoing  and  illegality,  power 
should  not  be  given  to  any  Judge  to  validate 
such  transactions ;  and  this  Bill  is  completely 
safeguarded  in  that  direction.  I  shall  be 
pleased,  however,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  place  any  suggestions  ho  may  have  to  make 
before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  will 
assist  in  passing  the  Bill  with  every  safeguard, 
and  at  the  same  time  remove  disabilities  in 
those  cases  where  there  has  been  no  illegality, 
or  where  the  disabilities  have  been  occasioned 
by  the  passing  of  laws,  and  in  this  way  pro- 
mote the  settlement  of  the  country. 

Mr.  KAPA.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Premier  a 
question.  I  wish  to  know  whether,  under  the 
proposed  measure,  the  Natives  will  be  allowed 
to  make  application  to  have  their  grievances 
inquired  into,  as  was  provided  for  by  a  clause 
in  the  Act  of  last  year.  I  refer  particularly  to 
clause  19  of  the  Act  of  last  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— When  the  Bill  is  before  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  opportunity  will  be 
given  to  the  honourable  member  to  propose 
that  clause,  and  it  will  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Committee.  I  do  not  see  any  serious  objection 
to  including  it  in  this  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CHEVIOT  ESTATE  DISPOSITION  BILL. 
i:t  committee. 

Clause  5. — Residue  of  the  estate  to  be  rural 
land. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved.  That  the  words 
"  sold  or,"  in  line  26,  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  50. 

Allen  Carroll  Hall 

Blake  Dawson  Hall- Jones 

Buckland  Duthio  Harkness 

Buick  Fish  Houston 

Cadman  Fisher  Hutchison,  W. 

Carncross  Proser  Kapa 
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KeUy,  J. 

Kelly.  W. 

Lake 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Mackintosh 

McGk)wan 

McGuire 

McKenzie,  J. 

Mills,  C.  H. 

Mitchelson 

Moore 

Hogg 
Joyce 
McLean 


For. 
Duncan 
Bhodes 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Willis. 


Newman 

Palmer 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Beeves 

Bichardson 

BoUeston 

Bussell 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Shera 

Noes,  7. 

Sandford 
Tanner. 

Paiks. 


Smith,  W.  C. 
Swan 
Taipua 
Thompson,  B. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Wilson 
Wright. 

Tellers, 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Meredith. 

Tellers. 
Eamshaw 
Taylor. 


Against, 
Buchanan 
Lawry 
Bruce 
Valentine. 


Majority  for,  43. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  EABNSHAW  moved,  That  the  following 
words  be  struck  out :  "  in  the  following  propor- 
tions :  One-third  part  thereof  shall  be  sold  for 
cash  by  public  auction  "  ;  with  the  view  of  in- 
serting the  following  words  in  lieu  thereof: 
**  Not  more  than  one-third  part  of  the  estate  as 
a  whole  shall  be  sold  for  cash." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  50. 
Hutchison,  W.  Pinkerton 


Allen 

Blake 

Buckland 

Buiok 

Gadman 

Camcross 

Garroll 

Dawson 

Duthie 

Fish 

Fisher 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Hamlin 

Harkness 

Hogg 

Houston 


Kapa 

Kelly,  J. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lake 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Mackintosh 

MoKenzie,  J. 

McLean 

Meredith 

Mills,  C.  H. 

Mitchelson 

Moore 

Newman 

O'Conor 

Palmer 

Parata 


BoUeston 

Bussell 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Shera 

Smith,  W.  0. 

Taipua 

Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Wilson 

Wright. 

Tellers, 
Fraser 
McGowan. 


Joyce 
Tanner. 


Noes,  4. 

Tellers, 
Eamshaw 
Sandford. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against, 

Duncan  Buchanan 

Bhodes  Lawry 

Smith,  E.  M.  Beeves,  W.  P. 

Willis.  Valentine. 

Majority  for,  46. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  EABNSHAW  moved,  That,  in  line  29, 
H  One-third  part  thereof  shall  be  disposed  of 
upon  lease  in  perpetuity/'  the  worn   "per- 


petual "  be  inserted  before  **  lease,"  and  that 
*•  in  perpetuity  "  be  struck  out. 
The  Committee  divided. 


AUen 

Duthie 

Fisher 

Hamlin 

Kapa 

Lake] 

Mackenzie,  M.  Sandford 


Ayes,  19. 
Mitchelson 
Newman 
Parata 
Beeves 
Bichardson 
BoUeston 


Blake 

Buick 

Cadman 

HaU 

Hall-Jones 

Hogg 

Houston 


Noes,  80. 
McKenzie,  J. 
McGowan 
McLean 
Meredith 
Moore 
O'Conor 
Palmer 


Hutchison,  W.  Bussell 


Kelly,  J. 
Kelly,  W. 
Mackintosh 


Saunders 
Seddon 


Taipua 
Tanner 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Eamshaw 
Joyce. 


Shera 

Smith,  W^  C. 
Taylor 

Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Wright. 

Tellers, 
Camcross 
MiUs,  C.  H. 


For, 
Dawson 
Duncan 
Lawry 
Pinkerton 
Bhodes 
Smith,  E.  M. 
WUlis. 


PAffes. 


Against. 
Bruce 
Buchanan 
Swan 
Fish 

Hutchison,  G. 
Harkness 
Valentine. 


Majority  against,  11. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  19.— Power  to  sell  the  mansion-house 
and  land  adjacent. 

Mr.  SANDFOBD  moved.  That  the  words 
*'  not  exceeding  five  thousand  acres "  be  in- 
serted after  the  word  "  land,"  in  the  third  line 
of  the  clause. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Hall-Jones 
Hogg 
Joyce 
McLean 


Allen 

Buckland 

Buick 

Cadman 

Camcross 

Duthie 

Fisher 

Hall 

Harkness 

Houston 

Hutchison,  W. 

Kelly,  J. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lake 

For. 
Brace 
Bachanan 


Ayes,  10. 
Newman 
Beeves 
Smith,  W.  0. 
Taylor. 

Noes,  39. 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  J. 
Mills,  C.  H. 
Moore 
O'Conor 
Palmer 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Bichardson 


Tellers. 
Sandford 
Tanner. 


BoUeston 

Bussell 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Shera 

Taipua 

Thompson,  R. 

Ward 

Wilson 

Wright. 

Tellers. 
Blake 
Meredith. 


Paibs. 
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Hutchison,  G. 

Swan 

Willis. 


Rhodes 
Dawson 
Valentine. 


Majority  against,  29. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Bill  reported. 

BANK-NOTE  ISSUE  BILL. 
Mr.  WABD. — Sir,  honourable  members  will 
doubtless  expect  some  reasons  to  be  given  by 
me  for  asking  the  House  to  allow  this  Bill 
to  be  put  through  all  its  stages  this  evening. 
I  would  remind  the  House  that  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  an  indication  was  given  by 
the  Government  that  it  might  be  necessary  to 
introduce  bank  legislation ;  but  it  was  not 
anticipated  that  there  would  be  any  actual 
necessity  for  the  Bill  honourable  members 
have  now  in  their  hands.  But  there  are  cir- 
cumstances which  render  it  desirable  that  the 
Government  should,  as  a  precautionary  step, 
be  prepared,  if  any  necessity  should  arise,  to 
cope  with  any  difficulty  that  might  take  place, 
and  to  do  what  might  seem  necessary  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  country.  I  think 
it  will  be  admitted,  when  legislation  upon  an 
important  matter  of  this  kind  is  introduced 
into  the  House,  that  there  should  be  no  such 
thing  as  delay  in  putting  it  through  all  its 
stages.  I  think  the  reasons  for  that  will  be 
obvious  to  every  honourable  member.  I  desire 
to  say  that  there  is  not,  so  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment are  aware,  any  immediate  necessity  for 
this  Bill  being  placed  upon  the  statute-book. 
Honourable  members  are  aware  that  in  the 
adjacent  colonies,  for  some  months  past,  a 
keen  financial  crisis  has  existed,  but  this  colony 
has  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  escaped 
the  disaster  that  has  overtaken  every  class  of 
people  in  the  more  unfortunate  neighbouring 
colonies.  A  circumstance  has  arisen  during 
the  last  day  or  two  in  the  North  of  this  colony 
which  has  brought  prominently  before  every 
member  of  this  House  the  fact  that  even  in 
a  small  way  a  financial  panic  in  a  city  may 
arise  without  the  slightest  cause.  I  refer 
specially  to  a  run  which  has  been  reported  to 
have  occurred  in  connection  with  a  powerful 
institution  in  the  City  of  Auckland.  I  must 
say  that  it  seems  extraordinary  that  that  run 
should  have  taken  place.  The  institution  in 
question  is  a  strong  one  financially ;  its  in- 
vestments are  sound,  and,  in  addition  to  that, 
it  has  very  large  resources.  Nevertheless,  with- 
out any  apparent  reason,  a  small  panic — a  very 
small  one  indeed,  I  am  glad  to  say — has  oc- 
curred there.  I  may  state  that  this  institution 
has  invested  in  securities  of  this  colony  the  sum 
of  £125,000,  and  of  course  I  may  intimate  to 
honourable  members  that  this  is  a  liquid  asset, 
and  they  will  at  once  see  it  is  available  for  the 
institution  should  it  require  it.  That  being 
80,  it  does  seem  to  me  the  more  extraordinary 
that  some  people  in  that  city,  without  cause, 
shoold  have  taken  such  action  as  has  resulted 
in  a  small  panic,  and  a  run  being  made  upon 
the  institution.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  that  panic  will  be  allayed  without  the  least 


difficulty.  I  may,  however,  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment think  it  necessary  that  they  should, 
without  the  slightest  hesitancy,  guarantee  the 
deposits  of  the  institution,  so  sure  are  the  (Go- 
vernment that  the  institution  is  thoroughly 
and  absolutely  sound.  I  think  it  right,  in 
proposing  this  Bill,  that  I  should  explain  he 
circumstances  which  have  brought  this  matter 
prominently  before  us.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  quite 
unlikely,  I  think,  that,  as  a  result  of  the  dis- 
turbance that  has  taken  place  in  the  financial 
world  of  Auckland,  any  trouble  will  arise  in 
any  other  portions  of  this  colony.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  think  that  honourable  mem- 
bers will  agree  with  me  that,  as  we  have 
seen  what  has  taken  place  in  that  portion 
of  the  colony  without  ihe  slightest  justi- 
fication, the  representatives  of  the  people  as- 
sembled here  are  in  duty  bound  to  take  such 
steps  as  we  may  deem  necessary  to  prevent 
the  slightest  possibility  of  a  disaster  overtaking 
any  institution  of  this  colony.  I  have  to  state 
that  this  step  is  entirely  one  of  a  precautionary 
character.  If  honourable  members  will  be 
good  enough  to  look  at  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  they  will  see  that  under  it  this  country 
undertakes  no  financial  responsibility  or  lia- 
bility whatever.  Honourable  members,  by  re- 
ferring to  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  will  see  at 
once  that  we  do  not  undertake  to  guarantee 
any  bank  or  any  bank-notes.  We  do  not, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  propose  that  this  legisla- 
tion, when  it  passes  through  the  House,  should 
be  available  by  any  institution  in  this  coun- 
try unless  extraordinary  circumstances  should 
arise,  and  then  the  main  provisions  of  the  mea- 
sure would  only  be  put  into  operation  by  the 
Governor  in  Council.  Members  will  observe  by 
looking  at  the  Bill  that  it  is  not  intended  to  be 
an  Act  of  a  permanent  character.  The  whole 
of  its  provisions,  except  one  clause  in  Part  I., 
are  of  a  temporary  nature.  Part  I.,  it  will  be 
observed,  provides  that  which  is  necessary  to 
make  a  Bill  such  as  this  effective.  It  makes 
the  notes  of  all  banking  institutions  trading 
in  this  colony  a  first  charge  upon  their  assets. 
That  being  so,  honourable  members  will  see 
that,  if  the  assets  of  a  bank  exceed  its  notes, 
should  the  time  arrive  when  this  colony,  by  Order 
in  Council  under  the  provisions  of  this  measure 
in  Part  II.,  should  find  it  necessary  to  make 
these  notes  a  legal  tender,  the  colony  would 
undertake  no  direct  financial  liability,  the 
notes  issued  by  the  bank  being  a  first  charge 
against  its  assets.  That  is  a  very  important 
point.  I  wish  the  House  to  realise  clearly  what 
it  means.  It  means  that,  the  bank-notes  being 
a  first  charge  upon  its  assets,  should  it  ever  be 
necessary  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  to 
issue  such  a  Proclamation  as  is  mentioned  in 
clause  5,  then  the  colony  will  undertake  no 
direct  financial  liability  or  responsibility  by  so 
doing ;  it  will  be  secured  by  the  whole  of  the 
assets  of  the  bank  as  against  the  note -issue. 
In  this  respect  I  may  say  that  this  legislation 
is  assimilated  to  that  passed  a  short  time  ago 
in  New  South  Wales.  There  a  similar  provi- 
sion was  put  upon  the  statute-book,  the  only 
difference  between  that  and  the  Bill  now  intro- 
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duced  into  the  House  being  that  it  was  passed 
when  the  colony  was  in  the  throes  of  a  great 
financial  panic,  and  there  was  an  upheaval  of 
every  branch  of  industry,  and  that  in  the  height 
of  that  upheaval  they  put  on  the  statute-book 
that  which  we  are  in  a  time  of  perfect  quiet 
asking  the  House  to  assent  to  ;  and  after  it  was 
placed  on  the  statute-book  the  panic  which 
existed,  and  which  was  a  very  severe  one  in- 
deed, was  allayed,  and  those  clauses  of  the  Bill 
which  made  a  permanent  provision  in  the  Act 
enabled  the  colony  to  overcome  what  threatened 
to  be  a  ruinous  financial  catastrophe.  That 
is  the  only  permanent  clause  that  honourable 
members  are  asked  to  approve  of,  so  far  as 
this  Bill  is  concerned.  Now,  Sir,  we  propose 
that  Part  II.  shall  be  of  a  temporary  character 
only,  and  shall  expire  in  twelve  months,  or 
within  two  months  after  the  next  meeting  of 
Parliament.  Honourable  members  will  see 
that  nothing  can  be  done,  should  any  necessity 
arise,  under  this  portion  of  the  Bill  without  the 
Government  placmg  the  whole  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  matter  before  the  House,  and 
asking  them  to  legislate  afresh  for  a  re-enact- 
ment of  this  measure,  should  it  be  necessary. 
It  will  also  bo  seen,  by  reading  the  Bill,  that  it 
is  not  intended,  should  a  Proclamation  ever  be 
issued,  to  even  render  it  possible  for  a  bank's 
notes  to  be  made  a  legal  tender  unless  the 
Governor  in  Council  is  satisfied  that  the  as- 
sets of  the  bank  and  its  credits  exceed  its 
liabilities  by  at  least  the  amount  of  its  paid-up 
capital  and  the  reserved  profits.  That  is  a  very 
important  point.  We  have,  I  may  say,  a  double 
security  under  the  proposals  of  this  13111.  We 
have,  in  the  first  place,  the  assets  of  the  bank 
made  the  first  security  against  the  note-issue ; 
and  we  have,  in  the  second  place,  the  double 
assurance  that,  even  should  a  Proclamation  be 
issued  under  the  Second  Part  of  this  Bill,  the 
Governor  in  Council  cannot  allow  any  bank 
which  is  desirous  of  taking  advantage  of  the 
Act  to  avail  itself  of  it  unless  its  assets  ex- 
ceed its  liabilities  by  at  least  the  sum  of  its 
paid-up  capital  and  the  reserved  profits.  And 
another  important  point  is  that,  even  should 
it  be  necessary — and  I  do  not  think  it  will  be 
— but  even  should  it  be  so,  that  the  notes  of  a 
bank  should  be  made  a  legal  tender  in  this 
country  by  Proclamation,  it  is  not  intended 
it  should  be  so  for  a  longer  period  than  six 
months.  The  whole  object  of  this  Bill  is  in- 
tended by  the  Government,  as  I  have  said,  to 
be  of  a  temporary  character.  There  never  has 
been  a  time,  perhaps,  in  the  history  of  the 
world  when  such  an  extraordinary  financial 
crisis  as  we  have  lately  seen  in  the  adjacent 
colonies  has  taken  place ;  and  I  think  that, 
considering  the  strong  position  that  this  coun- 
try occupies,  and  the  very  close  association 
between  its  prosperous  position  and  the  insti- 
tutions which  conduct  the  financial  operations 
of  every  industry  in  the  country,  honourable 
members  will  agree  with  me  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  wanting  in  its  duty  to  the 
people  of  this  colony  if  it  did  not  enable  it- 
self, by  proper  legislative  provisions,  should  the 
occasion  arise,  to  prevent  a  panic  from  occur- 
Mr,  Ward 


ring  in  this  country.  I  may  say  that,  so  far 
as  the  Government  is  aware,  no  financial  in- 
stitution in  the  colony  requires  assistance 
under  this  Bill.  We  have  had  no  indication, 
no  intimation,  that  the  provisions  of  this  Bill 
are  necessary  in  regard  to  any  financial  insti- 
tution of  the  country ;  but,  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  whole  circumstances  of  the  dis- 
turbed financial  position  of  affairs  outside 
the  colony,  we  do  not  believe  it  is  right  that 
the  great  intercuts  involved  should  be  allowed 
to  run  the  sligl.test  possible  risk  for  the  want 
of  doing  that  which  reasonable  men  should 
do,  so  long  as  they  are  not  imposing  a  heavy 
financial  liability  upon  the  colony.  I  think 
the  present  position  verifies  what  I  stated  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  session.  I  then  remarked 
how  desirable  and  necessary  it  was  in  times  of 
peace  to  be  prepared  for  war.  If  honourable 
members  who  have  had  the  Bill  in  their  hands 
will  peruse  the  various  clauses,  I  think  they 
will  agree  with  me  in  saying  that  there  is 
nothing  in  this  Bill  of  what  may  be  termed  an 
experimental  character.  It  is  a  Bill  framed 
upon  the  basis  of  being  put  in  practice  if  re- 
quired. It  is  a  Bill  which  —  in  almost  every 
particular  but  one,  and  that  is  the  extension  of 
the  period  from  one  to  two  months  after  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  in  clause  5  —  closely 
resembles  the  Bill  passed  by  New  South  Wales 
some  two  months  ago.  I  may  state  that  the 
Government  for  some  months  past  has  been 
in  close  touch  with  the  Governments  of  the 
other  colonies  in  order  to  assimilate,  if  pos- 
sible, the  necessary  legislation  in  important 
matters  which  are  calculated  to  have  an  im- 
portant effect  upon  the  progress  of  this  coun- 
try and  of  the  other  colonies ;  and  the  House, 
if  it  places  this  legislation  on  the  statute-book, 
will  have  passed  a  measure  which,  so  far  as 
this  particular  subject  is  concerned,  is  upon 
all  fours  with  that  found  necessary  during  a 
severe  panic  in  the  Colony  of  New  South 
Wales.  I  repeat,  Sir,  that  at  present,  and  as 
far  as  wo  can  see,  there  is  no  likelihood  of 
the  temporary  provisions  of  this  Bill  being  re- 
quired ;  but  I  also  repeat  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Government,  it  is  necessary  and  desir- 
able that  the  Governor  in  Council  should  have 
the  power  to  take  such  steps  as  are  proposed 
under  this  Bill  to  prevent  a  panic  from  aris- 
ing in  this  country.  And  I  would  go  further 
and  say  that,  had  the  great  Colony  of  New 
South  Wales  placed  upon  its  statute-book  a  few 
months  sooner  than  it  did  a  measure  similar 
to  the  one  I  am  now  asking  the  House  to  pass 
through  all  its  stages,  the  great  financial 
disaster,  the  great  disturbance  of  trade,  the 
troubles  between  the  masses  and  the  classes, 
that  have  taken  place  in  that  colony  would  have 
been  averted ;  and  in  that  belief,  and  as  pru- 
dent men,  I  think  we  should,  guided  by  the 
experience  of  our  neighbours,  not  allow  time  to 
pass  by,  but  take  Time  by  the  forejock,  and  place 
upon  the  statute-book  an  Act  which  I  venture 
to  say  may  be  of  considerable  value  to  this 
colony.  This  I  may  say  is  in  no  sense  a  pjwrty 
matter.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  honourable 
members    on  the    other    side  of  the    House, 
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equally  with  those  on  this  side,  are  animated  I 
by  a  common  desire  to  do  that  which  under 
circumstances  of  this  kind  they  believe  to 
be  for  their  country's  good.  And,  Sir,  under 
the  belief  that  this  measure  is  necessary,  I 
hope  that  honourable  members  on  all  sides  will 
support  it.  It  has  received  the  careful  and 
matured  consideration  of  the  Government.  I 
now  ask  the  House  to  pass  this  Bill.  I  am 
certain  that  leading  members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  equally  with  the  Govern- 
ment, are  anxious  and  desirous  that  no  dis- 
aster of  any  description  should  overtake  this 
country.  1  am  confident  that,  equally  with 
the  members  of  the  Government,  it  is  the 
desire  to  see  that  this  colony  does  not,  for 
want  of  legislation  passing  through  this  House, 
got  even  on  the  verge  of  anything  in  the  shape 
of  financial  trouble.  I  confidently  believe  that 
we  shall  escape  anything  in  the  shape  of  finan- 
cial troubles  in  this  country.  And,  believing 
that,  at  the  same  time  I  also  believe  the  House 
will  be  doing  wisely  and  well  in  enabling  the 
Governor  in  Council,  if  it  bo  found  desirable, 
to  take  advantage  of  the  proposals  contained 
in  this  Bill ;  and  I  now  have  much  pleasure  in 
asking  the  House  to  allow  the  Bill  to  pass 
through  all  its  stages. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  Colonial  Treasurer 
has  put  his  case,  I  think,  very  clearly  to  the 
House.  The  Government  is  taking  upon  it- 
self a  great  responsibility,  and  the  occasion,  I 
think,  is  one  when  the  House  ought  to  back 
the  Government  in  taking  that  responsibility. 
At  any  rate,  I  think  this :  that  to  take  any 
other  course  would  involve  on  the  part  of 
private  members  of  this  House  a  responsibility 
which  I  dp  not  think  any  member  is  prepared 
to  take.  No  persons  could  take  the  responsi- 
bility involved  in  this  question  but  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country,  with  the  knowledge 
in  their  possession  —  a  knowledge  superior  to 
that  of  private  members  of  this  House.  It  is 
not.  Sir,  as  though  the  question  was  a  new 
one  to  any  of  us.  I  venture  to  think  it  is  one 
that  has  occupied  the  minds  of  all  thoughtful 
men  in  this  House  for  weeks  past — aye,  for 
months  past.  The  position,  in  fact,  is  briefly 
this,  according  as  I  understand  it :  that  the 
House  could  not  properly  separate  for  the  re- 
cess, with  a  dissolution  in  view,  without  making 
some  provision  against  possible  financial  diffi- 
culties such  as  has  been  made  in  the  other  colo- 
nies. That  being  the  case  it  is  only  a  question 
of  when  that  action  should  be  taken,  and  I 
think  the  Government  are  doing  right  in  bring- 
ing this  question  down  in  such  a  way  and  at 
such  a  time  as  commends  itself  especially  to  the 
minds  of  honourable  members.  I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  reason  for  panic ;  and  I  may 
say  I  am  sure  that  honourable  members  would 
have  desired  to  see  what  would  have  been  the 
case — what  I  believe  will  now  bo  the  case — 
that  this  temporary'  trouble  which  has  arisen 
would  have  solved  itself;  that  it  would  have 
been  better,  if  wo  could  have  been  sure  that 
any  further  difficulty  of  that  character  would 
not  occur  afterwards,  that  it  should  have  been 
left  to  solve  itself.    But  the  position  is  that 


the  wisest  of  men  cannot  tell  what  will  occur 
in  the  months  when  Parliament  cannot  sit,  and 
it  is  advisable,  therefore,  as  I  think,  to  put 
ourselves  on  uniform  linos  with  the  Austra- 
lian Colonics — to  take  the  course  those  colonies 
have  taken,  to  adopt  the  legislation  they  have 
adopted,  and  which  they  have  adopted  suc- 
cessfully! in  respect  to  the  financial  crisis.  I 
think,  in  doing  that,  we  are  taking  the  course 
of  wise  men,  and,  for  my  part,  I  am  prepared 
to  cordially  support  the  Government  in  the 
course  they  are  taking.  I  do  not  propose  to 
debate  the  details  of  the  question  at  all.  The 
Government  are  responsible  for  the  details,  and 
I  believe  they  have  approached  this  question 
with  an  earnest  desire  to  serve  the  country, 
and  I  think  that  will  be  the  general  opinion 
of  the  House  on  tho  matter. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  consider  a  resolution  to  provide  for 
clause  7. 

On  the  question.  That  the  resolution  be 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said,— It  seems  to  be 
understood  that  we  are  not  to  debate  this 
Bill,  but,  if  nobody  else  does,  I  wish  to  enter 
a  few  words  of  protest  against  what  is  being 
done.  So  far  as  it  has  been  disclosed,  to  my 
mind  we  are  not  doing  a  wise  thing.  There 
may  be  matters  purposely  not  disclosed  which 
render  this  action  necessary,  but,  so  far  as  has 
been  explained  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  we 
have  not  sufficient  warrant  for  passing  legisla- 
tion calling  in  the  aid  of  the  national  credit, 
which  this  Bill  proposes  to  do.  Having  said 
these  few  words,  I  leave  the  responsibility  with 
the  Government,  as  it  is  not  a  matter  for  a 
private  member,  however  strong  his  views,  to 
take  action  upon. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

BANKS  AND  BANKERS  BILL. 
Mr.  WARD.— This  Bill  has  been  circulated 
for  some  days  past,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
honourable  members  are  conversant  with  its 
provisions.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  it  is  a 
measure  which  is  intended  solely  and  wholly  to 
allow  any  institutions  that  may  think  proper 
to  help  themselves  under  its  provisions,  and, 
unlike  the  other  Bill,  this  one  in  no  way,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  calls  for  the  interference 
of  the  Government,  or  in  any  way  requires  to 
be  dealt  with  cither  by  Order  in  Council  or  by 
the  Government  hereafter.  The  necessity  for 
it,  I  may  say,  is  this :  Under  the  legislation 
existing  at  the  present  time,  should  any  institu- 
tion desire  to  increase  its  share-proprietary  it 
has,  under  the  existing  banking-laws,  to  obtain 
special  legislation  before  it  can  proceed.  All 
that  this  Bill  does  in  this  respect  is  to  enable 
the  shareholders  in  any  institution  to  deal  with 
their  own  affairs  in  their  own  way,  and  to 
issue,  if  they  so  desire  to  do,  preference  shares. 
The  difference  between  tho  preference  ihares 
as  proposed  under  this  Bill  and  the  shares  of 
an  institution  at  tho  present  moment  is 
this :    Now   there  is  a  liability  of  pound  foe 
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pound  upon  the  shares  issued  by  the  institu- 
tion, and  should  any  institution  desire  to  issue 
preference  shares  there  is  no  liability  over  the 
actual  amount  of  the  face  value  of  the  shares. 
It  may  be  found  desirable  in  the  interests  of 
any  institution  to  avail  itself  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  will 
avail  themselves  of  it  or  not.  I  may  say,  at 
the  present  time,  if  the  shareholders  in  any  in- 
stitution thought  proper  to  increase  the  capital 
in  the  way  proposed  in  this  Bill,  they  would 
require  to  come  to  this  House  and  ask  for 
special  legislation,  and  then,  having  got  special 
legislation,  they  would,  so  far  as  their  shares 
were  concerned,  have  the  extra  liability  of 
whatever  amount  over  and  above  the  face  value 
of  the  shares  existed.  If  the  shares  were,  say, 
£5,  under  the  existing  position  shareholders 
would  be  responsible  for  £10;  but  under  this 
Bill  a  £5  preference  share  would  have  its 
exact  value,  and  there  would  not  be  an  extra 
liability  of  £5.  Why  the  Government  think  it 
necessary  to  put  this  Bill  on  the  statute-book 
is  this :  Every  honourable  member  who  has 
watched  what  has  taken  place  during  the  last 
few  months  will  realise  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible, in  the  present  state  of  feeling  of  those  who 
live  in  distant  countries,  to  obtain  the  money 
wanted  by  way  of  debenture.  This  measure 
will  enable  the  shareholders  in  any  existing  in- 
stitution to  obtain  preference  shares,  and  so 
increase  the  capital  of  the  institution  if  they 
want  to  do  so.  And  I  think  every  honourable 
member  will  agree  with  me  that,  without  such 
a  Bill  as  this  on  the  statute-book,  should  any 
institution  want  to  increase  its  capital  it  would 
have  a  poor  chance  of  doing  so  at  present  under 
the  existing  law.  That  is,  generally,  the  object 
of  the  Bill,  and  I  think  that  the  House  would 
do  well  to  pass  it  to-night,  and  aJlovv  it  to  pro- 
ceed to  another  place  as  the  other  Bill  has 
done.  Therefore  I  beg  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  —  I  do  not  propose  to 
raise  any  objection  to  the  Bill  being  taken 
through  like  the  other  Bill,  though  I  do  not 
admit  there  is  any  urgency,  and  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  contend  there 
is.  There  is  not  the  same  necessity  for  it  as  for 
the  other  Bill ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  as  it  is 
of  a  cognate  character,  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  objection  to  proceeding  with  the  BiU  this 
evening.  The  details  of  the  BUI  are  such  as 
rather  require  an  expert  to  understand,  and  I 
do  not  profess  thoroughly  to  understand  the 
position  that  has  been  described  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  of  the  holders  of  these  prefer- 
ential shares.  However,  there  is  no  doubt  the 
general  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable  banks  to 
take  steps  to  increase  their  capital  rather  than 
get  into  trouble  and  then  proceed  to  remedy 
that  trouble  by  the  course  that  is  being  adopted 
of  reconstruction,  and  by  steps  which  I  do  not 
think  are  very  nice,  in  the  commercial  world 
at  the  present  time.  Technically,  there  is  this 
objection  to  the  Bill :  that  it  deals  generally 
by  general  enactment  with  a  subject  which  has 
hitherto  been  sepskrately  and  specially  dealt 
with  by  specific  enactments,  and  you  are  get- 
3fr.  Ward 


ting  therefore  by  this  Bill  into  general  legisla- 
tion where  hitherto  the  colony  has  only  dealt 
by  special  legislation.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say 
that  is  an  insuperable  objection  to  the  Bill,  but 
the  course  proposed  has  this  in  it:  It  has  & 
tendency  towards  what  I  do  not  wish  to  see, 
and  that  is,  to  the  State  taking  the  general 
control  of  the  banking.  I  say  this  is  dealing 
generally  with  banks,  and  the  general  enact- 
ment may  be  said  to  tend  in  that  direction; 
but  the  object  of  the  Bill,  as  a  temporary 
measure  dealing  with  abnormal  circumstances, 
is  good.  I  believe  the  Bill  is  one  that  ought  to 
commend  itself,  under  existing  circumstances, 
to  the  House. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

On  the  question.  That  the  BiU  do  now  pass, 

Mr.  McLean  said, — I  just  want  to  say  a  few 
words  before  the  Bill  is  passed,  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  raise  a  debate  upon  it  now  that  it  has 
reached  its  last  stage.  I  may  say,  with  regard 
to  the  first  Bill,  I  think  it  is  a  much  better 
Bill 

Mr.  SPEAKER.-— The  honourable  gentleman 
cannot  discuss  that  Bill  now. 

Mr.  McLean.— I  shall  not  discuss  it,  bat 
the  two  Bills  are  together. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— They  are  distinctly  not 
together. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  have  only  one  word  to  say 
with  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
must  confine  his  remarks  to  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to 
this  second  Bill,  I  have  to  say  that  we  are 
passing  it  through  very  hurriedly,  sind  without 
giving  due  consideration.  I  think  that  share- 
holders in  banks  may  be  very  seriously  aSeoted 
by  this  Bill ;  but,  as  honourable  gentlemen  are 
not  desirous  of  discussing  it,  I  shall  not  discuss 
it,  except  to  say  that,  while  I  approve  of  this 
BUI  going  through  this  House,  it  does  not  bind 
members  in  the  future  to  approve  of  the  whole 
of  the  principles  of  this  BUI  or  of  the  Bill  pre- 
viously passed. 

BUI  passed. 

LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.  — Sir,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  BUI  I  shall  be  as  brief 
as  possible  in  the  few  remarks  I  intend  to 
make.  Honourable  members  will  recollect  that 
last  year  we  passed  a  Land  for  Settlements  Act, 
and  we  had  hoped  on  that  occasion  to  get 
whatever  land  was  necessary  for  settlement  in 
localities  near  towns,  where  the  population 
would  be  ready  to  take  up  such  lands.  But  I 
am  sorry  to  say  the  Act  of  last  session  has  not 
turned  out  so  successful  as  was  expected :  not 
but  what  we  had  ofiered  to  us  during  the  year 
very  large  areas  of  land  under  it ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, the  land  ofiered  to  us  was  either  unsuit- 
able for  settlement,  or  the  price  was  so  high 
that  we  could  not  afiord  to  purchase  it.    I  may 

i'ust  mention  to  the  House  that  the  area  we 
lave  been  able  to  purchase  under  the  Act  of 
last  year  only  amounted  to  1,026  acres.  We 
had  offered  us  a  very  large  number  of  proper- 
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ties,  amounting  to  189,923  aores  —  properties 
that  we  did  not  even  consider  worth  while 
referring  to  the  Boards  set  up  for  the  purpose 
of  recommending  the  purchase  of  estates.  After 
getting  information  from  the  officers  of  the 
department  .and  from  competent  authorities 
as  to  the  suitability  of  the  land  for  settlement, 
and  its  value,  we  thought  in  these  cases  it  was 
unnecessary  to  refer  this  large  area  of  land  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Board,  for  this  reason : 
that  we  were  quite  satisfied  the  Board  could 
not  recommend  its  purchase.  Then,  we  had 
the  ofier  of  forty  properties,  amounting  to  67,285 
acres,  which  the  Board  considered,  and  would 
not  recommend.  The  reasons  why  they  could 
not  recommend  the  purchase  of  this  property 
were  various.  In  some  cases  they  were  un- 
suitable for  settlement.  In  other  cases,  when 
the  land  was  very  good,  the  price  was  too  high. 
In  other  cases  the  land  was  very  good,  but 
want  of  water  made  it,  in  fact,  worthless  for 
cutting  up  into  small  holdings.  The  oSer^that 
the  Board  recommended  for  purchase  related 
to  three  properties,  amounting  to  an  area  of 
1,026  acres.  Since  then  we  have  received  offers 
of  eleven  properties,  amounting  to  52,260  acres ; 
but,  from  what  I  can  gather  from  reports  at 
present  to  hand  in  connection  with  this  land, 
I  am  afraid  we  shall  not  be  able  to  purchase 
very  much  of  those  properties.  At  any  rate, 
the  position  now  is  this :  that  it  is  most  difficult 
to  get  land  under  this  Act,  and,  if  wo  do  get 
an  offer  of  good  land  that  is  well  watered  and 
suitable  to  be  cut  up  into  small  areas  for  the 
purposes  of  settlement,  then  the  price  is  beyond 
our  reach :  that  is,  we  are  certain  that  if  we 
purchased  the  land  we  could  not  get  interest  on 
our  money  after  paying  the  cost  of  surveys  and 
of  the  disposal  of  the  land.  Now,  I  dare  say 
some  honourable  members  will  consider  this 
Bill  rather  drastic  in  its  character*,  but  I  think 
it  is  necessary,  if  we  expect  to  get  any  land  at 
all  for  settlement,  to  have  a  measure  something 
similar  to  this.  It  is  possible  that  the  Bill,  as 
drafted,  may  require  some  amendment,  and  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  receive  any  recommenda- 
tions that  will  amend  the  Bill,  if  it  can  be 
Eut  in  a  more  satisfactory  shape  than  it  is 
rought  down  in,  while  at  the  same  time  giving 
the  right  to  the  Government  to  purchase  the 
amount  of  land  actually  necessary  for  settle- 
ment. The  first  portion  of  the  Bill  provides  for 
the  compulsory  taking  of  land,  in  place  of  volun- 
tary, as  in  the  Act  of  last  session.  In  some  parts 
of  the  colony  the  land  has  been  disposed  of  in 
such  a  manner  that  we  have  large  areas  of  pas- 
toral land  belonging  to  the  Grown  where  so 
much  freehold  has  been  taken  up  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Grown  to 
make  use  of  these  pastoral  lands  in  their  pre- 
sent shape.  I  may  say,  also,  that  when  the 
leases  of  this  pastoral  country  expire  some  of 
the  leaseholders,  who  have  acquired  consider- 
able areas  of  freehold,  will  themselves  be  put 
to  very  great  disadvantage  if  they  do  not  get  a 
renewal  of  the  leasehold  of  the  country ;  while, 
at  the  some  time,  the  Grown  is  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  these  people,  because  they  have  got 
the  low  country,— the  valleys, — and  unles   we 


give  the  land  back  to  them  we  shall  have  very 
great  difficulty  in  the  disposal  of  it.  I  visited 
some  of  the  lands  myself,  in  the  Provinces  of 
Marlborough  and  Nelson,  and  I  saw  the  valleys 
and  low  river-flats  and  gullies  were  all  being 
taken  up  as  freehold,  leaving  for  us  the  ranges 
and  back-country.  I  also  saw  some  places 
where  the  Grown  owned  a  fairly  large  area  of 
country  surrounded  by  a  strip  of  freehold  cut- 
ting away  the  whole  of  the  water-frontages, 
and,  although  the  land  let  is  quite  as  good 
as  the  frontages,  its  value  is  largely  reduced 
owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  access  to 
the  water.  On  one  of  the  properties  I  visited 
the  gentleman  who  owned  the  freehold,  and  who 
at  the  present  time  has  got  a  leasehold  from 
the  Grown,  pointed  out  to  me  that  if  I  did  not 
give  him  back  his  country  at  the  end  of  his 
lease  he  would  be  ruined,  because  this  narrow 
strip,  which  had  been  purchased  by  his  father  in 
the  early  days,  would  be  almost  useless  unless 
he  had  the  same  pastoral  land  he  has  got  the 
lease  of  at  the  present  time.  It  was  then 
the  idea  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  for  the  Minister  of  Lands  to 
have  power  to  make  exchanges  —  that  is,  to 
get  frontages,  and  be  able  to  give  a  piece  of 
back-country  in  exchange  for  it.  I  know,  in 
the  case  of  the  property  I  am  referring  to 
now,  that  a  very  advantageous  exchange  could 
be  made  both  for  the  present  proprietor  and 
for  the  Grown.  Of  course,  I  make  provision 
for  this  in  the  Bill,  to  enable  exchanges  to 
be  made  in  that  way;  and  I  feel  sure  that, 
if  any  member  of  this  House  chooses  to  go 
down  there,  to  Nelson  and  Marlborough,  and 
look  at  the  properties,  he  will  see  that  what 
I  am  stating  is  correct — that  such  a  power 
to  enable  exchanges  to  be  made  from  the 
Grown  to  the  tenants,  and  from  the  tenants  to 
the  Grown,  would  be  for  their  mutual  benefit. 
There  is  another  provision  which  I  think  is 
necessary.  In  some  places  we  have  no  front- 
ages at  all,  and  no  exchange  can  be  carried 
out  that  would  be  of  any  benefit.  However,  I 
think  we  should  have  the  right  of  purchasing 
frontages  to  enable  us  to  promote  settlement. 
I  regret  very  much  that  it  is  necessary  in 
a  young  country  like  New  Zealand — that  we 
should  have  arrived  at  that  stage  when  we  have 
large  areas  of  back  pastoral  country  useless  to- 
the  Grown,  and  which  can  only  be  disposed  of 
to  the  people  who  have  got  the  frontages.  At 
the  present  time  we  have  got  large  areas  of 
this  country,  the  leases  of  which  have  expired, 
and  the  present  freeholders  occupy  the  front- 
ages for  keeping  down  the  rabbits.  In  one 
instance  we  were  giving  something  like  ninety 
thousand  or  one  hundred  thousand  acres  to 
the  freeholder  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  down 
the  rabbits,  and  paying  him,  besides,  a  sum  of 
money  to  assist  him  in  keeping  them  down.  It 
must  be  apparent  to  members  of  this  House 
that  such  a  system  as  that  must  be  very  in- 
jurious to  the  colony,  and  it  is  necessary,  if  we 
would  make  good  use  of  that  back-country,  that 
we  should  have  power  to  purchase  sufficient 
frontages  to  enable  it  to  be  made  good  use  of. 
There  is  another  provision,  which  will  enable 
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the  Government  to  arrange  with  freeholders 
who  possess  a  piece  of  agricultural  country 
suitable  for  small  settlement,  and  give  in  ex- 
change for  ifc  pastoral  country  that  can  only  be 
used  for  all  time  to  como  as  pastoral  country. 
There  is  another  provision  in  the  Bill  to  which, 
I  dare  say,  considerable  objection  may  be  taken, 
and  that  is  the  provision  giving  power  to  the 
Crown  to  resume  the  pre-emptive  right  held 
by  some  pastoral  tenants  in  ^larlborough  and 
Nelson. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE. — Tho  honourable  mem- 
ber says,  **  Hear,  hear."  Well,  I  have  looked 
into  this  matter,  and  I  can  assure  tho  honour- 
able gentleman  that  I  only  came  to  tho  con- 
clusion I  have  come  to  in  the  matter  after  very 
mature  consideration.  The  position  is  this  : 
Under  tho  leases  these  people  have  got  they 
can,  during  tho  next  three  years,  render  a  large 
area  of  pastoral  country  completely  useless  to 
the  Crown — that  is,  if  they  choose  to  exercise 
their  right  to  purchase  during  the  next  three 
years — a  right  which  they  have  got,  and  which 
I  do  not  think  should  be  taken  from  them 
without  due  consideration,  and  without  giving 
them  full  value  for  whatever  rights  they  hold. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^Nothing  is  said  in  the 
Bill  about  compensation. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— There  is  nothing  there 
about  compensation,  but  reference  is  made  to 
the  Public  Works  Act,  which  will  give  them 
compensation.  My  own  opinion  is  this  :  that 
the  Crown  should  have  tho  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion in  these  cases.  Those  gentlemen  have  not 
the  right  to  purchase  at  a  certain  price.  Their 
right  is  in  this  way  :  They  can  claim  that  the 
land  shall  be  put  up  for  sale  by  public  auction 
at  a  certain  price,  and  any  other  person  can 
compete  against  them  for  it.  I  think  the 
Crown  should  be  put  in  a  position  of  being 
able  to  compete  with  them,  and  to  purchase  in 
cases  where  we  find  it  necessary  to  do  so : 
then  we  shall  not  be  robbing  them  of  any  rights 
they  have  got.  All  they  can  do  is,  they  can 
say,  "  We  desire  you  should  put  up  a  certain 
area  of  our  country  at  a  certain  upset  price  per 
acre,  by  public  auction  ";  but  there  is  nothing 
to  compel  us  to  give  the  land  to  them  at  that 
price ;  it  is  open  to  be  competed  for  by  any 
person  who  chooses  to  do  so.  Then,  if  the 
Crown  is  put  in  the  position  to  purchase  this 
after  putting  it  up,  they  may  be  able  to  acquire 
such  frontages  as  will  preserve  tho  Crown  lands 
behind.  These  are  the  principal  features  of  the 
Bill.  I  may  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  may 
delay  this  matter,  but  we  cannot  delay  it  long. 
Tho  necessity  for  it  will  force  itself  upon  us 
whether  we  like  it  or  not.  Before  the  end 
of  thriic  years  tho  leases  in  Marlborough  and 
Nelson  will  be  up,  and  before  these  leases  ex- 
pire it  will  be  necessary  for  the  House  to  deal 
with  them ;  and  the  longer  the  matter  is 
delayed,  very  likely  the  worse  it  will  get,  and 
the  sooner  wc  face  the  question  to  arrive  at  a 
solution  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  colony. 
Tho  proper  way  is  to  give  power  to  tho  Crown 
to  exchange,  and  in  a  great  many  cases  ex- 
changes can  be  made  which  will  be  beneficial, 
Mr,  J.  McKemie 


as  I  said  before,  to  the  present  holders  and  to 
the  Crown.  Then,  in  some  places  it  will  be 
necessary,  of  course,  to  try  to  make  good  use  of 
the  back  -  country ;  or  I  should  say  this ;  It 
would  be  better  to  sell  that  back-country  at 
a  low  price  to  the  gentlemen  who  own  the 
frontages,  rather  than  keep  it  in  (he  hands  of 
the  Crown  to  be  a  continual  expense  to  us  in 
keeping  down  the  rabbits.  At  any  rate,  there 
must  be  some  solution  of  the  difficulty.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  say  that  I  am  wise  enough  to 
know  all  about  it,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
take  the  assistance  of  any  gentleman  who 
knows  anything  about  the  subject,  and  who 
will  assist  me  in  arriving  at  a  solution  of  the 
question.  I  hope  the  Bill  will  be  allowed  to 
pass  the  second  reading  to-night,  and  I  will 
then  submit  it  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
where  every  information  in  connection  with  it 
can  be  got,  where  the  maps  can  be  seen  of  the 
country  which  I  refer  to,  and  it  can  be  shown 
beyond  a  doubt  that  the  statements  I  have 
been  making  to-night  to  the  House  are  correct 
and  that  wo  shall  have  a  very  large  area  of 
country  which  will  be  useless  to  us  unless 
something  is  done  in  the  matter.  With  regard 
to  purchasing  land  for  the  purposes  of  smail 
settlement  in  settled  districts,  I  do  not  suppose 
any  Minister  occupying  the  position  I  occupy 
would  in  any  way  act  in  an  arbitrary  man- 
ner in  regard  to  this  matter.  But  I  am  cer- 
tain if  we  had  legislative  authority  to  take 
the  land  compulsorily  it  would  assist  us  ma- 
terially, and  very  likely  we  should  not  have  to 
use  the  compulsory  clause  at  all.  At  any  rate, 
that  is  my  opinion,  after  having  had  twelve 
months'  experience  of  the  Act  passed  last 
session.  I  think  if  we  had  compulsory  clauses 
we  should  be  able  to  make  arrangements  to  get 
all  the  land  we  require  for  settlement  without 
putting  tho  compulsory  clauses  into  force  at 
all ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  if  we  are  to  have 
proper  settlement,  and  to  obtain  small  holdings 
for  people  close  to  the  towns,  and  in  districts 
where  working-men  can  be  well  employed,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  some  such  power.  I  move 
the  second  reading,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
passed ;  and  the  Bill  will  then  be  submitted  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  where  the  whole 
subject  wUl  be  properly  threshed  out. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  think,  Sir,  this  Bill 
will  have  to  be  considerably  altered  in  its  pas- 
sage through  the  House,  for  in  its  present  form 
it  is  a  Bill  to  promote  Ministerial  jobbery  and 
robbery.  That  is  the  general  purport  of  the 
Bill.  The  honourablo  gentleman  said  that  if 
any  honourable  gentleman  would  give  him  the 
benefit  of  his  advice  he  would  be  prepared  to 
take  it.  I  never  knew  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  take  any  advice  yet.  He  always  says 
that,  but  ho  never  fulfils  his  promise.  We 
passed  a  Bill  to-night  in  which  he  promised 
he  would  consider  the  amendments  suggested 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua, 
but  the  measure  has  gone  through  almost  in 
the  same  condition  as  it  was  brought  down  in 
by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  has  forced 
it  through.  With  regard  to  this  Bill,  I  may 
tjay  I  spoke  on  the  original  Land  for  Settle- 
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monts  Bill :  and,  on  the  whole,  I  believe  I  am 
OS  favourable  to  settlement  as  the  honourable 
gentleman,  or  any  other  honourable  member ; 
and  when  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill  went 
through  the  House  before  I  said  I  thought  it 
would  be  a  proper  thing  to  take  land  compul- 
sorily  where  it  was  wanted.  But  I  never  con- 
templated this  mode  of  taking  land  compul- 
sorily.  If  you  are  to  give  the  Minister  power, 
at  his  own  sweet  will,  to  take  such  a  piece  of 
land  as  he  may  want  anywhere  and  from 
anybody,  it  will  lead  to  the  grossest  abuses. 
When  you  take  lands  for  a  public  work  under 
the  Public  Works  Act  you  have  got  to  consider 
that  the  work  is  a  puolic  work  that  has  been 
authorised  by  Parliament,  and  therefore  that 
the  necessary  steps  must  be  taken  to  give  eficct 
to  that  work.  You  cannot  go  upon  the  general 
principle  of  taking  land,  and  say  particular 
blocks  of  land  may  be  taken  by  the  Minister 
that  have  not  been  authorised  in  any  way  by 
Parliament  to  be  taken.  The  provision  of  the 
Public  Works  Act  is, — 

"  A  public  work  includes  any  survey,  railway, 
tramway,  road,  street,  bridge,  drain,  harbour, 
dock,  canal,  waterwork  and  mining  work,  elec- 
tric telegraph,  lighthouse,  building,  and  every 
undertaking  of  what  kind  soever  which  the 
€rovernment  of  the  colony  or  any  local  autho- 
rity is  authorised  to  undertake  under  this  or 
any  other  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  or  pro- 
vinoial  ordinance." 

To  give  the  Minister  the  power  of  compulsion, 
to  use  his  own  will  as  to  what  lands  he  will 
take,  certainly  is  not  a  thing  that  was  ever  con- 
templated by  this  House,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  entertain  it  for  a  moment.  There 
are  certain  areas  of  land — particularly  in  the 
South  Island,  where  you  want  land  for  settle- 
ment— which  can  be  purchased  by  the  Gk)vern- 
ment  with  the  owners'  consent,  and  we  gave 
the  Minister  the  power  to  acquire  that  land, 
and  I  venture  to  think  if  he  had  done  what  he 
ODght  to  have  done  he  would  have  bought  some 
of  that  land.  A  good  deal  of  that  land  which 
has  been  offered  is  cheaper  at  double  the  price 
than  the  Cheviot  is,  and  it  is  close  to  lines  of 
railway  and  roads,  where  you  could  put  people 
at  once,  instead  of  taking  them  o3  to  an  out- 
lying place  forty  miles  away  from  a  railway,  and 
with  which  the  only  communication  is  by  water. 
W^ell,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  has  not 
seen  fit  to  exercise  the  power  in  this  direction, 
of  buying  voluntarily — that  is,  with  the  consent 
of  the  owners ;  and  now  he  comes  and  asks  the 
House  to  give  him  the  general  jjower  of  forcing 
people  to  sell  or  exchange,  as  he  may  think  fit. 
1  very  much  mistake  if  Parliament  means  that. 
We  do  not  want  the  people  to  have  to  submit 
to  injustice  or  configcation  :  and  we  are  just  as 
anxious  as  the  honourable  gentleman  can  be 
to  promote  settlement.  We  will  go  to  any 
reasonable  extent  in  that  direction,  but  this  is 
utterly  unreasonable.  When  he  came  to  the 
question  of  the  rights  of  Marlborough '  run- 
holders  the  honourable  gentleman  explained, 
very  cursorily,  the  difficulty  of  taking  land — 
that  is,  in  a  practical  manner.  We  have  no 
right  to  take  this  land,  the  rights  and  privileges 


of  which  these  people  have  acquired  from 
the  Grown, — land*  upon  which  they  have  put 
their  money,  and  to  which,  therefore,  they  have 
a  distinct  right  —  we  have  no  right  to  take 
away  those  rights  without  compensation,  and 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  compensation  would 
be  very  hard  to  assess,  and  that  no  good  pur- 
pose would  be  served. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB.— What  would  you  do 
with  the  back-country  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Are  you  going  to  put 
people  there?  I  doubt  it.  And,  if  you  do  want 
it,  you  can  take  it  under  the  proper  system  of 
compulsory  land- taking — that  is,  by  the  will 
of  Parliament,  which  will  secure  it  from  per- 
sonal caprice.  When  you  want  to  take  such 
spots  as  are  really  required  to  promote  settle- 
ment, you  have  to  bring  your  proposals  to  Par- 
liament, and  Parliament  consents  to  them. 
You  do  it  by  the  will  of  the  people.  Sir,  these 
great  Liberals  say,  "  Trust  the  people";  but  the 
only  thing  the  honourable  member  has  to  say 
is,  "  Trust  the  Minister  of  Lands."  I  have  not 
yet  learnt — and  it  will  take  me  a  long  time  to 
learn— to  trust  the  honourable  gentleman.  I 
believe  he  has  very  good  intentions,  but  I  think 
he  has  the  most  blundering  way  of  giving  effect 
to  them  of  any  man  I  have  ever  met.  I  say 
this  Bill  cannot  possibly  pass.  I  recommend 
the  honourable  gentleman,  if  it  is  read  a  second 
time — which  I  shall  be  sorry  to  see— to  take  it 
back  and  do  what  was  done  with  a  Bill  the 
other  day — cut  it  all  out  and  renew  the  whole 
inside  of  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  — Sir,  the  last  speaker  la 
labouring  under  a  misapprehension,  oecause  I 
do  not  think  he  has  read  the  Bill.  I  speak 
subject  to  correction.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man talked  about  taking  the  land  compulsorily 
under  the  Public  Works  Act.  He  knows  that 
the  Government  cannot  take  lands  imder  that 
Act  unless  they  are  properly  adjudicated  upon 
and  valued. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— They  can  take  them  before 
they  are  adjudicated  upon. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  do  not  know  what  my 
honourable  friend  calls  adjudicated. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Have  you  read  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Yes,  I  have  the  Bill  before 
me.  My  honourable  friend  talks  about  the 
blundering  legislation  of  the  Minister  of  Lands. 
I  do  not  like  to  refer  to  some  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  dealings  when  he  was  Minister  of 
Lands.  I  say  it  is  necessary  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  to  establish  in  Canterbury  facili- 
ties for  settlement.  The  Minister  should  have 
the  right  to  take  these  lands,  so  long  as  he  pays 
a  fair  market  price  for  them.  I  say  ho  should 
have  this  power,  if  the  land  is  required  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  and  if  he  can  pay  the 
full  value  for  it,  and  it  is  the  right  of  the  Crown 
to  say,  *'  We  will  have  a  fair  market  value 
placed  on  these  lands."  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  to  deal 
with  this  Bill.  I  know  very  well  that  when  he 
was  Premier  he  admitted,  on  certain  occasions, 
that  it  was  necessary,  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  that  the  Crown  should  have  power  to 
take  lands  compulsorily. 
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Sir  R.  STOUT.— Yes,  by  a  Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Then,  why  object  to  this 
Bill? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  have  not  objected  to  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  thought  you  were  object- 
ing to  the  measure ;  but  I  know  very  well,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  knows  very  well, 
that  there  is  no  greater  stickler  for  settle- 
ment than  himself.  He  has  always  contended, 
throughout  his  whole  political  career,  that  if 
the  interests  of  the  people  demand  that  cer- 
tain land  shall  be  obtained  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  settlement,  and  if  the  Government 
arc  prepared  to  pay  a  fair  and  honest  price,  they 
should  have  the  right  to  take  that  land  for 
settlement  purposes.  I  am  quite  sure  now,  not- 
withstanding the  assertions  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  as  to  the  blundering  legislation  of 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  that  the  Minister's  name 
will  go  down  to  posterity  as  that  of  a  gentle- 
man who,  at  any  rate,  is  doing  his  best  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  people  on  the  land.  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  say  a  word  on  the  Bill,  and  would  not 
have  done  so  except  for  the  assertion  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  think  the  remarks 
he  made  against  the  Minister  of  Lands  were 
very  discourteous.  I  believe  that,  as  an  ad- 
ministrator, the  Minister  is  doing  everything 
he  can ;  and  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  his 
administration  of  the  lands  of  this  colony  will, 
at  any  rate,  outshine  that  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  when  he  was  Minister  of  Lands.  It 
is  all  very  well,  of  course,  for  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  make  these  remarks,  but  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  fair  one  and  a  just  one.  It  is 
isarrying  out  the  policy,  if  I  may  say  so  without 
ofience,  of  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua  when  he  was  Premier  of  this  colony. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No,  it  is  not. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  say  that,  and  to  shake 
his  head,  but  **  circumstances  alter  cases."  I 
have  heard  my  honourable  friend,  when  he  was 
Premier,  reiterate  pretty  well  the  remarks  of 
the  Minister  of  Lands  with  reference  to  taking 
these  lands  for  settlement.  If  my  honourable 
friend  will  tell  me  he  has  never  stated  that  it 
is  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  people  for 
the  Government  to  resume  lands,  provided  it 
pays  for  them  fairly  and  honestly,  in  order  to 
settle  people  on  them — if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber says  he  never  said  that,  then  I  '*  give  him 
best."  I  do  not  intend  to  say  more  about 
the  Bill  at  present.  I  am  quite  sure  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  is  able  to  stand  his  ground,  and 
the  result  of  the  honourable  gentlcmaji*s  ad- 
ministration will  be  evident  to  the  colony  in 
the  course  of  the  next  twelve  months,  or  per- 
haps before.  When  we  go  before  the  electors 
of  the  colony  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
be  able  to  show  that  he  is  doing  his  best  to 
assist  settlement  and  to  place  the  people  on  the 
land,  and  thereby  to  promote  the  interest  of 
the  colony  at  large. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Sir,  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
Minister  is  in  earnest  in  his  attempt  to  put 


this  Bill  on  the  statute  -  book,  and  what  his  ob- 
ject may  be  in  bringing  it  forward  at  present 
I  cannot  conceive,  unless  it  be  for  electioneer- 
ing purposes.  If  it  be  simply  for  electioneering 
purposes,  I  think  he  is  going  a  little  too  far, 
because  it  will  destroy  confidence.  Under  this 
Bill  no  man  is  safe,  as  his  property  can.be 
taken  at  the  sweet  will  of  the  Minister.  The 
Minister  will  have  power  placed  in  his  hands 
that  I  think  has  never  been  placed  before  in 
the  hands  of  any  Minister,  and  which  can  be 
used  for  political  purposes.  A  political  oppo- 
nent may  be  "  spotted  " ;  a  political  opponent 
may  have  the  eyes  picked  out  of  his  land  at 
the  sweet  will  of  the  Minister.  Surely  the 
Minister  cannot  intend  to  pass  this  Bill  into 
law.  With  all  the  Crown  lands  we  have  avail- 
able for  settlement,  with  all  the  Native  lands 
that  may  be  made  available  for  settlement, 
with  the  land  that  may  be  acquired  under 
the  present  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  and 
with  all  the  estates  that  are  now  offered  for 
sale,  surely  there  is  no  reasonable  demand  for 
this  Bill.  I  do  not  see  that  any  Bill  of  the 
kind  is  required  at  the  present  time,  or  will  be 
required  in  the  near  future.  Who  is  there  in 
favour  of  introducing  a  Bill  of  this  kind  ?  If 
some  pastoral  lands  of  the  Crown  need  some 
of  the  low  lands  to  make  them  available  for 
settlement,  surely  it  is  not  right  to  deprive  the 
owners  of  those  lands — who  have  paid  for  them 
under  the  law — of  their  just  rights. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.—How  about  the  back- 
country  ? 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Sell  it,  to  compensate  for  the 
low-lying  country.  But  it  is  not  for  me  to 
enlighten  the  Minister  of  Lands.  I  object  to 
being  a  party  to  confiscation.  With  regard  to 
the  3rd  clause,  I  question  very  much  the 
right  of  the  Government  to  pass  a  law  of  that 
kmd — that  property  should  be  taken  away  from 
a  man  without  any  compensation  whatever. 
Sir,  this  Bill  cannot  possibly  pass. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  consider  this  Bill  is 
the  most  important  Bill  brought  before  the 
House  this  year,  and  it  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  this  colony.  To  me  the  Bill  is  im- 
portant because  it  seems  to  point  out  the  utter 
failure  of  the  freehold  system  of  tenure.  If 
this  Bill  becomes  law  in  its  present  shape  free- 
hold is  abolished.  I  cannot  understand  a  Par- 
liament that  has  practically  refused  to  keep  on 
the' perpetual-lease  system,  and  that  refuses  to 
introduce  it  into  the  Cheviot  Bill  of  this  year, 
accepting  a  Bill  of  this  sort.  If  the  freehold 
system  means  anything,  it  means  that  there 
shall  be  something  like  perpetuity  in  tenure ; 
but  this  Bill  utterly  destroys  that  at  once. 
Now,  I  do  not  know  of  any  Bill  that  one  can 
take  for  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  perpetual 
lease  better  than  this  Bill.  Again  I  repeat,  it 
shows  that  the  freehold  system  is  an  utter 
failure.  I  admit  the  right  of  the  State  to  take 
land  for  settlement  if  the  State  has  no  land  for 
settlement.  I  admit  that  principle.  I  also 
admit  this  principle :  If  a  man  is  beneficially 
occupying  land,  the  State  should  not  interfere 
with  the  beneficial  occupation  of  such  land. 
I  do  not  like  to  refer  to  Bills  that  have  failed 
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to  get  passed  by  Parliament,  but  I  should  ask 
the  members  of  the  House  to  ref  3r  to  the  Land 
Acquisition  Bill  brought  down  in  1887,  and  to 
see  what  were  the  principles  laid  down  in  that 
Bill,  as  compared  with  this  Bill.  What  was 
the  first  principle  laid  down  in  that  Bill  ?  It 
was  this:  That  land  being  the  site  of  the 
dwellinghouse  of  the  beneticial  owners,  and 
lands  together  not  more  than  a  thousand  acres 
in  extent  around  or  adjacent  thereto,  also  lands 
that  could  not  be  taken  under  the  Public  Works 
Act,  and  also  if  the  owner  had  not  more  than  a 
thousand  acres  could  not  be  taken  compulsorily. 
That  is,  you  could  not  take  away  a  man's 
home ;  and  I  say  that  this  measure  will  allow 
the  Government  to  take  away  a  man's  home, 
and  that  is  not  a  right  thing  to  do :  it  is  a 
monstrous  thing.  I  think  that  the  limit 
that  was  put  in  the  Bill  of  1887  was  a  fair 
limit — ^namely,  that,  if  a  man  had  a  thousand 
acres  adjoining  his  home,  that  land  could  not 
be  touched  at  all,  and  that,  supposing  he  had 
another  thousand  acres  which  was  not  attached 
to  his  home,  but  which  was  not  lying  idle  and 
unimproved,  the  Government  should  not  be 
allowed  to  touch  it  at  all.  This  is  the  way  I 
look  at  the  matter :  Sup^se  any  member  of 
the  House  has  a  home  in  the  country.  He 
may  have  been  there  the  whole  of  his  life— for 
thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  years.  All  that  time  he 
has  been  improving  that  home.  It  is  where 
his  children  were  bom.  It  is  his  dwelling- 
plaoe,  and  he  looks  to  his  children  occupying 
that  home  after  him.  I  cannot  understand  the 
Government  having  the  power  of  taking  that 
home  away  from  him  and  giving  it  to  another 
man.  Such  an  act  as  that  would  destroy 
all  love  for  country  life,  which  we  want  to 
encourage.  It  would  destroy  all  love  of  home, 
and  it  would  destroy  every  incentive  to  im- 
prove a  man's  property,  if  the  Government 
could  come  down  at  any  moment  and  take  it 
away  from  him.  The  value  may  be,  in  his 
eyes,  double  the  amount  of  the  award  which 
is  given  as  compensation  for  it,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  a  monstrous  thing  to  take  it  away 
from  him.  Therefore,  unless  the  Bill  is  amended 
in  the  direction  of  the  Land  Acquisition  Bill  of 
1887, 1  cannot  support  it,  though  I  am  in  favour 
of  perpetual  lease,  and  have  been  in  favour  of 
it  for  the  last  thirty  years.  I  do  not  wish  to 
see  the  tenure  of  land  made  anything  but 
perpetual,  and  I  desire  to  see  our  young 
men  especially  encouraged  to  make  homes 
for  themselves  in  the  country  districts,  because 
I  believe  that  the  safety  of  our  race  physically 
depends  upon  that.  But,  if  you  do  not  give 
them  security  of  tenure,  where  are  you  ?  You 
will  not  get  anybody  to  go  and  spend  his 
money  upon  the  land  he  acquires,  in  the  im- 
provement of  it,  if  the  Government  can  come 
down  and  take  it  away  from  him  by  Proclama- 
tion, without  giving  him  any  notice  whatever. 
The  Proclamation  may  appear  in  the  Gazette 
without  his  noticing  it,  and  some  morning,  at 
his  breakfast,  perhaps,  he  may  see  that  his 
farm  of  four  or  five  hundred  acres  is  gazetted. 
An  Irish  eviction  is  nothing  to  that.  That  is 
what  this  Bill  means  if  it  is  passed,  and  I  do 


not  agree  with  it.  It  is  utterly  wrong.  I  be- 
lieve \i\  the  power  to  take  land  which  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  settlement. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Look  at  section  2. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  does  it  say?  It  says 
this : — 

*'  In  the  event  of  any  such  owner  refusing  to 
sell  or  exchange,  or  on  failure  to  come  to  an 
agreement  with  such  owner  in  respect  of  the 
sale  or  exchange  of,  any  land  required  for  the 
aforesaid  purpose.s,  the  Governor  may  take  such 
land  compulsorily,  or  so  much  thereof  as  he 
shall  deem  necessary,  under  *  The  Public 
Works  Act,  1882,'  the  provisions  whereof  shall 
apply  to  such  taking  as  if  it  were  a  taking 
of  land  for  a  public  work  within  the  meaning 
of  that  Act ;  and  the  compensation  to  be  paid 
for  such  taking  shall  be  assessed  in  manner 
provided  by  that  Act." 

The  Government  come  to  the  owner  and 
say,  "  We  want  your  property  at  such  a  price." 
He  says,  "  No,  I  will  not  sell  it."  What  is  the 
result  of  his  refusal?  Next  day  the  Gazette 
notice  comes,  *'  You  have  got  to  clear  out  at  a 
moment's  notice."  Is  that  not  worse  than  an 
Irish  eviction  or  a  Highland  eviction  ?  Why, 
Sir,  it  is  monstrous.  I  do  not  agree  with  that 
at  all.  I  say  this :  that  the  Minister  should 
take  the  Land  Acquisition  Bill  of  1887  for  his 
guidance.  It  was  not  a  perfect  measure,  but 
it  laid  down  a  great  principle.  It  laid  down 
the  principle  that  in  farming  districts  a  man's 
farm  was  not  to  be  touched ;  his  home  was 
not  to  be  touched;  his  dwellinghouse  was 
not  to  be  touched  ;  his  plantations  were  not 
to  be  touched  ;  his  gardens  were  not  to  be 
touched ;  his  orchards  were  not  to  be  touched. 
All  these  things  the  Gk>vernment  were  not  to 
have  the  power  to  touch  by  any  Proclamation. 
That  was  the  principle  contained  in  the  Bill  of 
1887,  and  the  same  principle  ought  to  be  em- 
bodied in  this  Bill.  The  power  here  might  be 
exercised  in  a  very  cruel  and  oppressive  manner. 
We  will  suppose  a  Government  was  in  office, 
and  there  was  in  a  district  a  farmer  who  was 
very  obnoxious,  and  he  had  only  four  hundred 
acres  of  land :  the  Government  might  say  to  him, 
"  Will  you  sell  us  your  farm  ?  We  will  give  you 
£4  an  acre  for  it."  Wishing  to  retain  it,  the 
owner  might  say,  **  No,  I  will  not ;  it  is  worth 
£14  an  acre,  and  I  will  not  sell  it  to  you." 
Well,  what  is  the  very  next  thing  he  hears 
about  it  ?  The  very  next  morning  that  man's 
farm  is  gazetted,  and  it  is  taken  from  him. 
Such  a  thing  as  that  is  monstrous.  I  shall  not 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  so 
long  as  the  Minister  is  willing  to  amend  it. 
I  ask  honourable  members  to  refer  to  the 
Land  Acquisition  BiU  of  1887,  and  there  they 
will  see  that  the  power  to  talce  land  was  hedged 
round  with  all  kinds  of  safeguards.  I  would 
sooner  not  have  an  acre  of  land  in  the  colony 
open  for  settlement  than  have  such  a  Bill  as 
this  upon  the  statute-book.  A  Bill  like  this 
would  allow  you  to  take  a  man's  home,  and 
that  is  utterly  wrong.  I  do  not  live  in  the 
country,  I  live  in  the  town  ;  and  should  I  like 
the  Government  to  come  and  take  my  house 
from  mo  ?    Why  should  I  be  placed  in  a  differ- 
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enb  position  from  a  man  who  lives  in  a  country 
district  and  is  the  owner  of  a  farm?  Such  a 
Bill  as  this,  if  passed  into  law,  would  give  a 
man  no  certainty  of  tenure.  It  would  stop  him 
from  improving  his  land;  it  would  destroy  the 
love  of  home.  I  refer  the  Mmister  in  charge 
of  this  Bill  to  one  of  the  finest  things,  I  think, 
Buskin  has  written.  He  has  pointed  out  that 
no  nation  becomes  great  until  it  has  built  stone 
houses.  The  builder  must  build  a  house  not 
for  liimself  only,  but  for  .his  descendants. 
This  Bill  spoils  that  idea,  by  allowing  the 
Government  to  say  that  a  man  shall  have  no 
home.  I  do  hope  the  Minister  will  look  at 
that  Bill  of  1887,  and  that  he  will  say,  when 
he  comes  to  reply,  that  he  is  willing  to  put  in 
those  limitations  and  safeguards  which  are 
contained  in  that  Bill,  for  if  that  is  not  done  I 
shall  oppose  the  Bill  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  entirely  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  in 
what  he  has  said.  If  I  differ  from  him  on 
any  point  at  all  it  is  on  one  in  which,  it  appears 
to  me,  he  overlooked  the  dangers  that  would 
arise  from  the  passing  of  such  a  Bill  as  this. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  this  was 
a  Bill  which  destroyed  the  value  of  freehold, 
and  which  at  the  same  time  went  in  the  direc- 
tion of  encouraging  perpetual  leases.  With  the 
first  half  of  that  statement  I  entirely  agree  :  it 
completely  destroys  the  value  of  freehold.  But 
I  wish  to  draw  the  honourable  gentleman's 
attention  to  a  point  which,  I  think,  in  the 
able  analysis  which  he  made  of  this  Bill,  he 
overlooked  —  namely,  that  the  destruction  of 
freehold  which  arises  out  of  such  a  Bill  as  this, 
which  I  may  here  characterize  as  one  of  the 
most  dangerous,  most  immoral,  and  most  extra- 
ordinary that  I  have  ever  known  to  be  intro- 
duced—  is  also  accompanied  by  the  same 
danger  to  the  perpetual  lease. 

Sir  K.  STOUT.— No;  perpetual  leases  can- 
not'be  taken  under  this  Bill. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — Not  under 
this  particular  Bill.  But  I  would  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  consider  this :  What 
is  the  value  of  a  perpetual  lease,  or  a  lease  in 
perpetuity,  introduced  by  a  Government  that 
would  propose  to  tamper  in  this  way  with 
people's  freehold  properties  ?  What  is  to  pre- 
vent a  Bill  from  being  brought  in  to  destroy  a 
lease  in  perpetuity,  and  to  resume  possession 
of  the  lands  ?  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  it. 
It  is  just  as  easy  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other.  Every  day  of  our  lives,  every  session 
we  have  been  here,  we  have  seen  legislation 
under  which  people,  under  the  laws  made  or 
administered  by  the  present  Government,  have 
been  acquiring  freeholds.  But  these  freeholds, 
as  soon  as  they  are  acquired,  can  bo  destroyed 
under  such  a  Bill  as  this.  At  one  moment  the 
Government  grant  the  right  to  purchase  land, 
they  receive  payment  for  it,  and  then  they 
bring  in  a  Bill  under  which  they  are  empowered 
to  compulsorily  take  that  land  back  again. 
There  can  be  no  permanency  in  any  form  of 
tenuro  as  long  as  Bills  like  this  are  allowed 
to  pass  the  Legislature.  Now,  Sir,  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  said  about 
Sir  R,  Stout 


the  Land  Acquisition  Bill  is  perfectly  true  so 
far  as  the  rights  of  the  individual  were  con- 
cerned. That  was,  by  comparison  with  this, 
a  fair  Bill.  If  my  memory  serves  me,  the 
reason  that  measure  was  thrown  out,  or  was 
allowed  to  lapse,  was  that  it  was  thought  it  gave 
powers  to  the  Government  which  might  lead 
to  corruption;  but  it  was  never  held  that  it 
was  dangerous  to  the  individual  holder  of  land. 
It  was  a  comparatively  fair  Bill  to  the  indivi- 
dual, but  it  was  a  moot  point  at  the  time 
whether  the  Bill  did  not  place  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government  powers  that  might  be 
improperly  used.  Now,  with  regard  to  this 
Bill,  the  objections  co  it  have  been  very 
clearly  and  succinctly  stated  to-night.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  intentions  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands  are  excellent ;  but  he  lacks  a  certain 
historical  knowledge  calculated  to  make  the 
individual  put  a  just  value  upon  rights  and 
liberties  that  should  not  be  at  the  command 
of  any  Government.  That  sort  of  knowledge 
I  do  not  think  he  has  got,  and  he  seems  to 
me  always  perfectly  ready  to  rest  satisfied  with 
his  own  good  intentions,  and  never  to  look  at 
the  evils  that  might  arise  from  a  system  quite 
apart  from  the  individual  in  office.  It  has 
been  said  that  this  Bill  will  enable  the  Govezn- 
ment  to  exercise  a  most  dangerous  influence 
over  their  fellow-men.  The  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  has  stated  the  position  with 
perfect  justice.  At  a  general  election,  with 
such  a  measure  as  this  on  the  statute-book,  no 
fanner  —  no  settler  in  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's own  district,  we  will  take  it — would  feel 
secure.  He  represents  a  district  full  of  small 
farmers.  At  an  election  there  is  not  a  farmer 
who  would  feel  himself  safe.  I  am  not  now 
saying  that  we  must  necessarily  assume  that 
the  Minister  would  act  in  an  unjust  way  towards 
any  man  ;  but  if  the  Minister  held  over  a  man 
a  dangerous  power  which  could  be  exercised  at 
any  moment  under  the  law,  and  which  would 
mean  absolute  ruin  to  him  if  exercised,  that 
man  could  hardly  be  a  free  ajgent.  He  would 
say  to  himself,  '*  If  I  vote  against  this  Govern- 
ment or  against  this  man  my  farm  may  be  taken 
for  settlement." 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  can  easily  cure  that. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — I  only  hope 
the  honourable  gentleman  may  not  attempt 
the  cure  when  it  is  too  late. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Amend  the  Bill. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— There  is  only 
one  way  of  amending  it :  Take  the  compulsory 
clause  out  of  it.  I  cannot  conceive  a  Legisla- 
ture so  immoral  as  to  pass  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 
There  is  not  a  creature  in  the  country  who 
holds  land  who  will  for  an  instant  be  safe ;  and 
the  Government  which  conceives  it  is  right  to 
take  land  under  this  Bill  could  take  any  other 
form  of  property  it  chooses.  Why  not  take  a 
newspaper  ?  Why  not  say,  "  The  newspapers 
of  this  country  are  all  on  one  side  ;  we  want  an 
organ  of  om*  own.  Let  us  bring  in  a  Bill  which 
will  enable  us  to  make  an  offer  to  the  proprietor 
to  sell  his  newspaper  and  plant ;  and,  if  he  will 
not  sell,  we  can  get  a  value  placed  on  it,  and 
take  it  from  him"? 
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Mr.  REEVES.— Absolutely  delightful ! 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAOKENZIE.^Yes,  no  doubt 
it  would  be  delightful  to  the  honourable  gentle< 
man,  who  has  always  been  connected  with  very 
liad  newspapers ;  and  I  dare  say  persons  who 
bold  bad  land  would  also  be  extremely  pleased 
to  get  rid  of  that  at  a  price.  As  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua  properly  stated, 
if  this  Bill  had  had  reference  to  blocks  of 
land  which  were  held  in  large  areas  by  one 
man,  although  even  then  the  principle  is  a 
more  or  less  dangerous  one,  sbnd  calculated  to 
spoil  the  sense  of  security  every  man  should 
lukve  in  his  property,  nevertheless  I  could 
have  said  there  was  some  appearance  of  jus- 
tice in  the  case.  It  might  be  considered,  under 
such  circumstances,  that  the  extent  of  land  held 
was  a  source  of  loss  or  danger  to  the  public 
or  to  a  portion  of  the  community  —  that  it 
was  against  public  policy  that  so  much  land 
should  be  held  by  one  man ;  but  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  which  empowers  the  Minister,  at  his 
own  will,  to  go  to  a  man's  farm — to  go  to  a 
farm  of  four,  five,  or  six  hundred  acres — ^and  to 
say  to  the  owner  of  that  farm,  *'  Will  you  sell 
me  this  land  for  such-and-such  a  price  ? " 
and,  when  he  says  it  is  worth  a  great  deal 
more,  to  give  the  Minister  a  power  which 
enables  him  to  gazette  the  spoliation  of  that 
man's  land,  and  take  it  absolutely  from  him 
without  more  ado,  I  say  is  one  of  the  most 
dangerous  and  immoral  propositions  I  have 
ever  known  introduced  into  this  House.  I 
scarcely  believe  that  the  Bill  ^s  intended  to 
be  passed.  I  cannot  help  thinkmg  that  there 
is  some  ulterior  object  in  it.  All  I  can  say 
is  that,  if  that  is  the  case,  the  Mfaiister  has 
done  a  great  deal  oE  mischief  already  in  allow- 
ing the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  believe  that 
be  is  prepared  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill  as  this 
at  any  other  time.  As  regards  the  difficulty 
of  getting  land  under  the  Act  of  last  year, 
or  under  provisions  similar  to  those  contained 
in  the  Bill  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  mentioned — the  Land  Acquisition 
BUI  of  1887—1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
ficom  my  knowledge  of  country  matters,  that 
the  statement  of  the  Minister  that  it  was  a 
difficult  matter  cannot  be  accepted  by  any  in- 
dividual who  knows  anything  about  the  coun- 
try at  all.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
there  are  tens  of  thousands  of  acres  which 
could  be  purchased  at  the  property-tax  value 
under  the  Bill  of  last  year.  I  do  not  know 
whether  this  House  is  yet  in  possession  of  the 
offers  the  Government  have  had. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— Yes;  it  is  on  the  table. 

Mr.  M.  J.  3.  MACKENZIE.— That,  of 
eonrse,  will  help  to  enlighten  us ;  but  I  am  sure 
that  there  are  tens  of  thousands  of  acres  in 
the  southern  portions  of  the  colony — I  cannot 
answer  for  the  North — for  which  the  owners 
would  very  willingly  accept  the  property-tax 
value,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  ordinary  market 
value.  But,  whether  it  is  so  or  not,  I  aRree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Inangivnua 
tbat  it  is  better  for  the  people  of  the  country 
tbat  the  State  should  not  at  the  moment  be 
able  to  acquire  the  land  than  to  have  saoh 
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a  law.  I  have  every  confidence,  however, 
that  it  will  come  back  from  the  Waste  Lands 
Gonmiittee  a  better  Bill — one  which  we  can 
probably  vote  for.  If  the  comptdsory  clauses 
oe  taken  out  there  is  no  harm  in  the  Bill. 
If  the  Bill  loses  the  compulsory  part  of  it  I 
see  no  harm  in  it ;  and  I  think  the  provision 
which  enables  the  Minister  to  make  a  con- 
tract with  an  individual  to  exchange  one 
piece  of  land  for  another  which  may  be  re- 
quired for  public  purposes  is  a  good  one,  and 
might  work  well ;  but  the  compulsory  part 
of  the  Bill  renders  the  measure  extremely 
dangerous.  It  would  do  an  infinite  amount 
more  of  mischief  to  the  community  by  being 
placed  on  the  statute-book  than  the  land  taken 
under  the  Bill  would  do  the  country  good. 

Mr.  MEBEDITH.— If  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  are  considered  too  drastic,  they  can  be 
modified  so  as  to  meet  the  approval  of  the 
House.  I  hold  the  opinions  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  in  great  deference; 
but  I  think  the  picture  held  up  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  of  the  probable  effects  of  this 
Bill  was  rather  overdrawn.  I  do  not  con- 
sider the  scope  or  purport  of  this  Bill  is  in 
the  direction  whicn  the  honourable  gentle- 
man indicated.  This  Bill  I  regard  as  a  neces- 
sitjr  in  consequence  of  the  gridironing  system 
which  has  ootained  in  many  parts  of  the 
colony,  more  particularly  in  the  South  Island ; 
and  I  look  upon  the  present  Bill  as  a  supple- 
ment to  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  intro- 
duced last  session.  The  provisions  of  this 
Bill  might  have  been  embodied  in  the  Act 
of  1892.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  different  Land 
Boards  experience  the  greatest  difficulty  at  the 
present  time  in  dealing  with  Grown  lands  let  on 
lease  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  such  a 
provision  as  is  embodied  in  this  Bill.  Take  the 
Grown  lands  in  the  Timaru  district,  at  Burke's 
Pass,  Hakateramea,  et  cetera:  the  Canterbury 
Land  Board  experiences  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty in  finding  sufficient  land  to  give  room 
for  homestead  sites  for  the  working  of  small 
grazing-runs.  And  I  think  this  matter  has 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister, 
so  that  he  has  not  acted  solely  on  his  own  im- 
pulse, but  rather  he  has  been  influenced  by 
pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  him  arising 
out  of  the  practical  knowledge  of  the  diffi- 
culties in  administration  of  the  lands  of  the 
Grown  by  the  various  Land  Boards.  Within 
the  next  three  years  the  leases  of  two  million 
acres  oE  Grown  lands  will  terminate.  This 
land  will  come  into  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  will  have  to  be  dealt  with.  These 
leases  will  terminate  about  1896,  and  the  land 
will  revert  to  the  Grown.  I  should  like  to  point 
out  to  the  House  that  the  leases  referred  to 
in  clause  5  of  tliis  Bill  were  made  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils  of  Nelson  and  Marlborough, 
and  were  made  by  the  very  same  men  who 
occupy  those  runs  at  the  present  time ;  and 
those  runs  have  been  largely  gridironed,  and 
every  piece  of  available  level  land,  including 
the  valleys,  suitable  for  homestead  sites  has 
been  taJcen  up.  The  consequence  is  that  only 
the  back-Qountxy  and  the  steep  spurs  of  the 
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xnoantain-rangeB  are  available,  so  that,  practi- 
cally, when  dese  runs  revert  to  the  Grown 
they  will  be  of  little  use  if  taken  up  by  others 
than  the  present  tenants.  It  is  a  matter  of 
necessity  that  the  Minister  should  have  the 
power  to  acquire  portions  of  land  so  as  to  be 
able  to  work  the  runs  which  will  revert  to  the 
Grown  in  the  Provinces  of  Marlborough  and 
Nelson.  The  Midland  Railway  Gompfitny, 
again,  has  disposed  of,  to  one  person,  16,000 
acres  in  one  block ;  in  another  instance,  40,000 
acres ;  and  in  another  instance,  80,000  acres, 
in  the  Provinces  of  Ganterbury  and  Marl- 
borough ;  and  yet,  if  the  Government  want  five 
or  ten  thousand  acres,  with  the  view  of  cut- 
ting it  up  for  settlement,  they  cannot  get  it 
from  the  railway  company  under  existing  legis- 
lation. Therefore,  I  say,  there  is  a  necessity 
for  this  Bill.  If  it  be  too  drastic  it  can  be 
modified  in  Gommittee.  I  do  not  think  the 
intention  of  the  Bill  is  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated by  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua — to  interfere  with  small  holdings.  If  it 
were  in  that  direction  I  should  oppose  it ;  but 
I  believe  the  purport  of  the  BiU  is  as  I  have 
stated  it,  and,  as  such,  I  think  it  ought  to 
pass  its  second  reading  and  go  to  the  Gonmiit- 
tee.  No  doubt  the  Minister  will  see  the  neces- 
sity for  some  modification  in  the  direction 
pointed  out  by  honourable  members. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— I  look  upon  this  Bill  as  a 
very  dangerous  measure.  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  should 
pause  before  he  goes  any  further  with  it.  I 
also  think  he  would  be  acting  in  the  interests 
of  the  colony  if  he  withdrew  it  altogether. 
The  country  is  unsettled  enough  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  in  consequence  of  unnecessary  legis- 
lation ;  and  our  financial  affairs  are  unsettled 
also,  and  I  assure  honourable  members  that 
something  should  be  done  to  instil  more  con- 
fidence in  the  country.  Acts  of  Parliament 
of  this  class  only  unsettle  it. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.—Make  the  roads  in 
Taranaki. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— It  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  Minister,  who  has  just  interrupted  me,  is 
not  doing  the  right  thing,  after  placing  settlers 
on  the  land,  in  turning  his  back  upon  them.  I 
think  it  is  very  unkind  indeed  of  the  Minister 
to  leave  these  settlers  ba  they  are.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  creditable  to  the  Minister  that  he 
should  place  people  upon  the  land  and  leave 
them  there  without  roads.  According  to  this 
Bill,  if  it  suits  the  Minister  he  can  take  land 
from  one  farmer  and  give  it  to  another.  It  is 
a  system  of  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul.  We 
have  a  large  quantity  of  Grown  lands  crying  out 
for  settlement.  Why  cannot  we  get  these  lands 
settled  as  quickly  as  possible  ?  What  is  the 
necessity  for  purchasing  land  at  the  present 
time  ?  If  things  do  not  progress,  and  prices  do 
not  increase,  there  will  be  any  quantity  of  land 
\vhlch  the  Minister  will  be  able  to^et  at  a  very 
low  price  indeed.  We  know  very  well  from  past 
experience  that  individuals,  and  companies, 
and  banks  have  come  to  grief  through  pur- 
chasing land,  and  I  hope  the  Government  are 
not  guii^g  to  undertake  too  much  in  that  re- 
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spect,  and  bring  the  country  to  grief.  Since 
I  have  come  to  this  House  we  have  had  un- 
necessary Bills  introduced — measures  which 
are  doing  very  great  damage  to  the  country. 
If  a  few  well-considered  Bills  were  brought 
in  every  year  it  would  be  more  in  the  InterestB 
of  the  country  generally.  I  cannot  imagine 
what  force  is  behind  the  Government  that  ia 
Inducing  them  to  introduce  some  of  the  mea- 
sures which  they  have  brought  down  during 
this  and  previous  sessions.  There  must  b« 
some  very  strong  force  behind  them  to  induce 
them  to  introduce  such  an  ill-considered  mea- 
sure as  this.  I  am  perfectly  certain  this  Bill 
cannot  be  cured  or  amended  in  Gommittee,  for 
it  is  like  the  Irishman's  gun,  which  required 
a  new  lock,  stock,  and  barrel ;  and,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  I  shall  have .  to  vote 
against  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MOOBE. — I  have  always  expressed  my- 
self in  the  direction  that  the  Grown  should 
have  the  right  to  resume  land  where  it  is 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  settlement  in 
the  same  way  as  they  are  able  to  take  land 
under  the  Public  Works  Act  for  public  works. 
But  certain  safeguards  should  be  imposed  in 
connection  with  such  taking  of  land.  This  Bill 
simply  gives  power  to  the  Minister  for  the 
time  being  to  take  any  land  he  may  feel  dis- 
posed to  take,  without  any  check  whatever. 
The  fact  is  that  there  is  only  one  good  daose 
in  the  Bill ;  perhaps  I  might  say  that  one  clause 
and  part  of  another  are  good.  The  good  clause 
is  the  title:  Ihe  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
Amendment  A6t.  That  may  be  looked  upon  as 
a  good  title,  and  it  may  be  a  very  taking  one  to 
place  before  the  public ;  but  when  we  go  into 
the  Bill  we  find  that  it  is  a  very  drastic 
measure  indeed.  The  other  part  of  a  clause 
which  may  be  looked  upon  as  something  like 
reasonable  is  that  in  regard  to  the  purpose 
for  which'  land  may  be  taken.  I  do  not  think 
that  any  one  will  object  to  the  purpose  for 
which  the  land  is  to  be  taken.  But  outside 
that  the  Bill  is  a  bad  one  from  top  to  bottom. 
I  should  be  well  pleased  to  vote  for  a  mea- 
sure which  would  be  in  the  direction  of  the 
settlement  of  the  land,  and  to  give  the  Minister 
reasonable  power  to  acquire  land  for  settlement; 
but  I  am  afraid  if  we  place  the  power  that  is 
given  in  the  Bill  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister 
we  may  find  it  to  work  very  great  mischief 
throughout  the  country.  The  Minister  said, 
if  the  Bill  were  passed  with  the  compulsory 
clauses  in  it,  that  that  would  be  sufficient  to 
induce  people  to  sell  land  to  the  Minister  with- 
out putting  the  compulsory  clauses  into  force ; 
but  I  think  that  is  very  doubtful,  and,  at  any 
rate,  it  is  a  great  power  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  a  Minister  without  safeguards  surrounding 
the  compulsory  clauses,  and  I  think  the  House 
should  object  to  give  any  Minister  such  a 
power.  The  Minister  said  that  if  the  power 
were  placed  in  his  hands  it  was  not  likely  to  be 
used  unfairly.  We  have  had  some  experience 
of  Ministers  taking  powers,  perhaps  not  so 
much  as  this,  and  in  their  case  I  am  afraid 
they  might  not  use  them  fairly,  and  I  am 
opposed   to  placing  power  in  any   Minister'a 
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hands — I  do  not  say  partionlarly  the  present 
Hinister's  hands,  but  any  Minister's — to  take 
land  under  such  an  Act  as  this.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  Minister  has  made  up  his 
mind  that  he  must  get  land  for  settlementj 
and  that  this  is  a  very  short  cut  indeed  where- 
by he  may  obtain  what  he  wishes  to  obtain, 
niien,  Sir,  there  is  clause  3,  under  which  the 
Qovemment  may  prohibit  the  sale  of  pastoral 
land  in  the  Nelson  and  Marlborough  Districts, 
and  there  is  no  provision  for  compensation 
whatever.  Notwithstanding  any  right  that 
may  be  acquired  by  or  may  have  accrued  to  an 
owner,  or  that  a  lessee  under  license  may  hold 
from  the  Crown,  the  Minister  will  be  able  to 
take  this  land  for  settlement  purposes  without 
giving  the  slightest  compensation.  It  cer- 
tainly appears  to  me,  if  any  right  has  accrued, 
that  the  person  who  has  the  right  should  have 
flome  compensation  if  that  right  is  taken  away 
from  him.  I  care  not  whether  it  is  taken  by 
the  Minister,  by  the  House,  or  by  a  private  indi- 
vidual, it  is  certainly  unfair  and  imreasonable 
to  expect  that  any  person  who  has  acquired 
a  right  under  the  law  of  the  land  should  have 
that  right  taken  away  without  the  slightest 
compensation.  The  Minister,  I  think,  when 
he  replies,  should  state  definitely  whether  he 
is  prepared  to  place  safeguards  in  the  Bill,  so 
that  there  shall  be  no  fear  of  land  being  taken 
from  a  person  without  his  being  fairly  com- 
pensated for  it,  in  the  first  place,  and  without 
sufficient  being  left  for  his  own  use.  A  man 
may  be  occupying  a  small  seclpon  of  land  of 
from  three  hundred  to  five  hundred  acres,  and 
there  is  nothing  in  the  Bill  to  prevent  the 
Minister  from  taking  every  acre  he  has  simply 
for  the  purpose  of  handing  it  over  to  somebody 
«1se.  There  is  nothing  reasonable  in  it,  so 
far  as  I  can  see ;  and,  unless  the  Minister  can 
say  he  is  prepared  to  have  it  amended  and 
placed  under  reasonable  safeguards,  I  shall 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  rise  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
flaying  that  I  intend  to  oppose  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  if  a  division  is  called  for.  My 
prmcipal  reason  for  so  doing  is  that  it  appears 
to  me  that  this  Bill,  as  now  presented  to  us, 
utterly  destroys  any  security  of  tenure.  If  we 
are  going  to  pass  Bills  of  this  kind,  so  that  a 
man  shall  be  unable  to  say  that  his  land  is  his 
own, — and  I  maintain  that  it  has  no  other 
meaning  than  that,~then  it  is  time  we  should 
pause  before  we  pass  such  legislation.  It  ap- 
pears to  me.  Sir,  that  this  Bill  will  give  any 
Government  the  power  of  saying  to  an  indi- 
vidual, whether  he  likes  it  or  not,  that  he  shall 
give  up  land  which  is  his  own,  and  on  which 
he  sets  a  special  value ;  and  that,  I  think,  is 
going  too  far  altogether.  I  presume  that  by 
subsections  (I),  (2),  (3),  and  (4)  of  section  2  there 
was  an  intention  of  limiting  the  acquisition  of 
land  to  certain  purposes ;  but  I  think,  on  read- 
ing the  Bill  through,  there  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent the  Minister  from  going  altogether  beyond 
these  subsections,  and  I  think  that  would  be 
giving  him  a  very  dangerous  power  altogether. 
I  am  quite  with  him,  or  with  any  section  of  the 
House  which  goes  in  the  direction  of  acquiring 


for  settlement  land  which  is  held  by  any  person 
in  large  quantities,  and  is  not  being  utilised 
for  the  good  of  the  colony.  I  am  quite  with 
him  or  them  in  any  legislation  of  that  kind. 
But  this  Bill  appears  to  me  to  go  altogether 
too  far,  and  to  be  most  dangerous  to  the 
country.  There  is  nothing  more  dear  to  the 
British  people  than  the  possession  of  a  piece 
of  land  which  they  can  call  their  own,  and 
which  when  they  have  once  acquired  they 
should  be  able  to  say  cannot  be  taken  from 
them  for  any  purpose  whatever  without  their 
consent,  except  for  purposes  of  public  utility. 
If  this  Bill  is  passed  there  seems  to  me  to  be 
no  security  of  tenure  whatever.  In  passing 
legislation  of  this  kind  we  must  not  consider 
whether  the  particular  Minister  who  intro- 
duces the  legislation  will  carry  it  out  quite 
fairly  and  properlj^  or  not.  That  is  not  what 
we  have  to  consider.  We  have  to  consider 
whether  in  the  Bill  itself  there  is  power  given 
to  a  Minister  by  which,  if  he  chooses,  he  can 
act  unjustly.  That  is  the  thing  we  ought  to 
guard  against.  And  it  appears  to  me  that 
under  the  Bill  the  Minister  might  do  almost 
anything  he  liked.  There  is  another  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  passing  of  a  measure 
such  as  this,  and  that  is  that  persons  who  hold 
land  which  they  may  fancy  may  come  under 
the  purview  of  the  Minister  imder  the  powers 
given  by  the  Bill  would,  in  times  of  election, 
feel  themselves  to  be  powerless;  they  would 
be  afraid  to  exercise  their  freedom  of  speech 
or  opinion.  If  they  proved  obnoxious  to  the 
Government  at  an  election-time,  that  it  might 
perhaps  damage  them  very  materially  seems 
quite  possible,  knowing  that  the  Minister  could 
wreak  his  vengeance  on  the  unfortunate  free- 
holder in  a  most  unfair  way.  There  are,  appa- 
rently, so  far  as  I  can  see,  as  the  last  speaker 
remarked,  no  safeguards  of  any  kind  in  the 
Bill.  I  understand  that  a  Bill  was  presented 
to  Parliament  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  spme  years  ago  of  a  somewhat  simi- 
lar character ;  but  that  Bill,  if  I  recollect 
aright,  was  safeguarded  in  every  possible  direc- 
tion, and  there  was  clear  provision  in  it,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  that  what  the  real  intentions 
of  the  Government  were  should  be  stated,  and 
they  were  limited  to  these  specifically.  In  this 
Bill  there  seems  to  me  to  bo  no  safeguard  of 
any  kind,  and  I  hold  that  it  is  a  dangerous 
measure  to  pass. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB  was  understood  to  say 
that  the  Bill  to  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  just  referred  did  not  pass. 

Mr.  FISH.— That,  I  believe,  is  the  case,  and 
goes  to  show  that,  if  the  House  did  not  pass 
that  Bill,  which  was  a  more  reasonable  one 
than  this,  it  should  not  pass  this  one.  My 
honourable  friend  has  a  thorough  belief  in  the 
honesty  of  his  intentions,  and  so  have  I ;  but 
he  seems  to  forget  that,  whilst  he  may  be  per- 
fectly honest  in  his  administration,  there  may 
come  a  time  when  some  other  Minister  not  so 
honest  as  he  is  may  occupy  thn  office  ho  now 
holds ;  and,  although  he  himself  will  act  quite 
fairly  in  getting  this  land  for  the  Government, 
his  department  may  pass  into  other  hands  not 
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so  honest,  and  if  we  pass  the  legislation  he  is 
now  endeavouring  to  pass  that  Minister  may  use 
the  powers  given  under  this  Bill  in  a  very  unjust 
and  unfair  manner.  Kow,  I  should  like  to  hear 
the  Government  supporters  speak  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  feel  certain  there  must  be  a  number 
of  the  Government  supporters  who  have  con- 
siderable objections  to  the  Bill,  and  they  ought 
to  state  them  boldly  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
This  is  not  a  measure  which  the  Government 
binds  its  existence  as  a  Government  upon,  and, 
if  any  of  their  supporters  have  a  strong  opin- 
ion that  the  Bill  goes  in  a  wrong  direction, 
I  think  it  is  their  boundcn  duty  to  their  con- 
stituents and  to  the  country  to  speak  out  with 
no  uncertain  sound.  To  do  so  would  only  be 
to  carry  out  their  functions  fairly,  and  it  would 
not  be  prejudicial  to  the  prestige  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  trust  if  there  are  any  in  the  Chamber 
at  the  present  time  amongst  the  Government 
supporters  who  hold  this  Bill  to  be  going  in  a 
wrong  direction  they  will,  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  let  us  know  what  their  opinions  are. 
Mr.  HARKNESS.— I  rise  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  Bill  in  the  interests  of  the  district  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  represent,  and  I  shall  be 
as  brief  as  possible.  I  find,  Sir,  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  Bill  is  to  abolish  entirely  the  free- 
hold :  there  is  no  question  about  that.  When 
you  take  that  fact  in  conjunction  with  the 
remarks  that  fell  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  introduced  the  Bill,  there  is  no 
guarantee  whatever  that,  in  carrying  out  the 

Principle  of  the  Bill,  he  will  not  act  arbitrarily, 
here  can  be  no  question  that  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  is  to  do  away  with  the  freehold 
qualification ;  and  when  we  take  into  consi- 
deration  the  fact  that  *'  The  Land  Act,  1892," 
contains  the  eternal  lease  for  999  years — which 
we  regard  as  a  freehold  —  it  seems  rather  a 
strange  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Minister, 
after  having  accorded  a  freehold  of  the  cha- 
racter referred  to,  that  he  should  endeavour, 
by  the  measure  now  before  us,  to  abolish 
the  freehold.  I  regret.  Sir,  to  s^y  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley  is  always  pre- 
pared to  swallow  every  measure  the  Govern- 
ment introduces  to  the  House ;  but  I  am  glad 
to  know  that  he  is  now  inclined  to  follow  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  in  following  in  his  footsteps,  at  all 
events  in  connection  with  the  land  question, 
he  is  following  one  who  is  more  liberal  in  his 
principles  in  regard  to  land  -  legislation  than 
the  present  Government  appear  to  be.  I  admit 
that  in  certain  districts  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  State  should  acquire  property; 
but  it  is  not  right  that  the  State  should  act 
unjustly  to  those  now  holding  that  property, 
and  for  this  reason  I  wish  to  point  out  as 
briefly  as  ^ssible  the  provisions  of  this  3rd 
clause,  which  apply  to  Nelson  and  Marl- 
borough.   It  states,  here, — 

"Notwithstanding  any  right  accraed  or  re- 
served to  any  lessee  or  licensee  of  pastoral  land 
under  '  The  Nelson  Grown  Lands  Leasing  Act, 
1867,'  or  •  The  Marlborough  Waste  Lands  Act, 
1867,'  to  purchase  such  Istud  or  any  part  there- 
of, the  Governor,  by  notification  in  the  GoMtte, 
Mr.  Fish 


may  declare  any  such  land  to  be  required  far 
any  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  section  two 
of  this  Act.' 

Now,  Sir,  I  maintain  that  if  that  meaaos 
anything  at  all  it  means  that  the  Minister  of 
Lands  is  prepared  to  rob  the  lessees  of  their 
rights.  He  is  prepared  to  rob  them  of  the 
rights  they  possess  under  the  Provincial  Acts, 
—  which  were  abolished  by  the  Act  of  1S92, 
and  without  compensation.  I  say  that  is  ex- 
ceedingly wrong.  They  have  rights  which 
should  be  regarded,  and  provision  should  be 
made  to  give  them  compensation.  I  hope  that 
when  this  Bill  is  referred  to  the  Waste  Landa 
Committee  it  will  be  dealt  with  in  such  a  way 
that  very  little  of  it  will  be  left  but  its  title, 
and  that  four  new  clauses  will  be  drafted 
which  will  be  more  in  harmony  with  the  views 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Sir,  I  do  not  think  it 
will  be  necessary  to  take  up  very  much  time  in 
debating  this  Bill,  as  it  is  to  be  referred  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee ;  but  I  must  say  I 
am  surprised  at  the  quarters  from  which  the 
opposition  to  this  Bill  has  come.  First,  from 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition :  I  should  have 
thought  that  no  one  would  have  known  bet- 
ter than  he  himself  how  urgently  land  was 
required  for  settlement  in  South  Canterbury. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine  has  been  called  away  upon  urgent 
business,  and  that  he  is  not  here  to  tell  that 
honourable  gentleman  how  important  it  is  that 
laud  should  be  acquired  for  settlement  in  the 
district  he  represents.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  in  the  electorate  which  you,  Sir,, 
have  the  honour  to  represent,  and  in  that  of 
Geraldine,  and  especially  of  Timaru,  there  are 
hundreds  of  men  who  are  willing  and  anxious 
to  take  up  land  in  small  areas  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act.  Unfortunately,  the  Act 
of  last  year  contains  no  compulsory  power  for 
the  acquisition  of  land,  and  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  acquire  land  at  a  fair  price  under 
its  provisions.  A  large  quantity  of  land  was 
offered  to  the  Government,  but  in  most  cases 
it  was  either  unsuitable  for  settlement,  or  the 
value  placed  upon  the  land  was  so  high  that 
the  Government  could  not  purchase.  X  was 
sorry  to  hear  what  fell  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  when  he  gave  an  illus- 
tration of  what  might  happen  under  this  Bill, 
because  I  expected  something  better  from  him. 
He  told  us  that  it  might  be  the  case  that  people 
owning  small  freeholds  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred acres,  who  had  improved  the  land  and 
made  a  home  for  themselves,  would  be  liable  to 
have  their  homes  taken  from  them  under  this 
Bill.  I  am  sure  there  is  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  present  Minister  to  do  such  a  thing, 
and  I  hope  no  futiure  l^Iinister  would  attempt 
to  act  in  so  arbitrary  a  manner.  What  is  re- 
quired in  this  BiU  is  some  such  provision  as 
was  contained  in  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill 
introduced  by  the  l^Xinister  in  1891.  Cl&ose  9 
reads  as  follows : — 

"  The  following  lands  may  not  be  oozapol- 
sorily  acquired : — 

"  (1.)  Any  paroel  of  hund  the  proper^  of  » 
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person  not  the  beneficiary  owner  of  more  than 
two  thousand  acres,  unless  the  same  be  waste 
or  unimproved  land. 

"  (2.)  Land  being  the  site  of  a  dwellinghouse 
of  the  beneficiary  owner,  and  lands  around  or 
adjacent  thereto,  the  whole  fikrea  together  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  sbcres. 

**  (8.)  Lands  mentioned  in  *  The  Public 
Works  Act,  1882,*  as  not  to  be  taken  there- 
under." 

If  this  provision  were  included  in  the  present 
Bill,  I  think  the  objections  raised  by  its  op- 
ponents would  be  met.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  asks,  If  we  can  take  land 
nnder  this  measure,  why  could  we  not,  under 
a  similar  Bill,  take  anything  else  ? — ^why  not, 
for  instance,  take  a  newspaper?  Well,  Sir, 
newspapers  are  easily  started  in  any  part  of 
the  country.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence.  But  there  is  no  analogy 
between  the  two.  For  instance,  it  would  not 
he  an  easy  matter  to  increase  the  area  of  land 
in  New  Zealand,  say,  by  five  thousand  or  ten 
thousand  acres.  I  should  like  the  Minister  to 
consider  whether,  when  the  Bill  is  before  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  he  could  not  make 
the  values  attaching  to  the  lands  to  be  the 
same  values  as  declared  by  the  owner  in  his 
land-tax  valuation.  I  think  if  the  lands  were 
taken  on  this  valuation,  with  a  fair  percentage 
—  anything  you  like,  5  or  10  or  even  20  per 
oent. — sufficient  to  cover  the  full  value  of  the 
land,  and  making  allowance  for  its  being  a 
forced  sale,  it  would  work  well.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  this  Bill  is  only  intended 
to  apply  to  large  estates.  Another  important 
matter  I  should  like  him  to  consider  is  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Board.  There  are  two  gentle- 
men, officers  of  the  State, — the  Commissioner 
of  Taxes  and  the  Surveyor-General, — who  have 
many  other  important  things  to  attend  to : 
in  fact,  thoir  duties  are  at  present  so  large 
that  they  cannot,  I  believe,  properly  attend 
to  the  work  imposed  upon  them  in  this  Bill. 
I  think  it  would  be  very  much  better  if  the 
Board  were  a  local  Board.  I  do  not  see  why 
the  Waste  Land  Board  should  not  deal  with 
this  question.  As  this  Bill  has  to  go  before 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  it  will  no  doubt 
be  altered  there,  and  if  the  clause  of  the  Bill 
of  1891  is  included  in  this  Bill  I  think  all  the 
objections  raised  will  be  met.  I  shall  vote  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  will  not  detain  the  House 
two  minutes,  Sir,  in  saying  a  few  words,  be- 
cause, at  this  hour  of  the  night,  and  consider- 
ing the  temper  of  the  House,  a  long  speech  is 
somewhat  out  of  place.  Bat  I  wish  to  place  on 
record  my  earnest  conviction  that  this  is  not 
•only  one  of  the  most  important  Bills  of  the  ses- 
sion, but  it  may  be  made,  perhaps,  the  most 
Taluable.  I  entirely  agree  with  what  has  fallen 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru,  and 
I  cannot  conceive  how  any  Canterbury  member 
«an  stand  up  and  say  anything  different  from 
what  he  has  said.  The  need  for  a  Bill  of  this 
«ort  in  our  part  of  New  2iealand  is  a  crying 
one,  and  it  is  a  need  that  will  not  disappear 
in  ft  few  months  or  in  a  few  yean.    Unlese  a 


Bill  of  this  kind  is  passed,  and  put  into  opera- 
tion, and  used  fearlessly,  that  need  will  go  on 
increasing  and  increasing  until  a  much  mofe 
revolutionary  measure  than  this  may  come  to 
be  clamoured  for.  A  very  eloquent  appeid  hta 
been  made  to  the  House  to  protect  the  sanc- 
tity of  a  man's  home ;  and  with  that  I  entirely 
agree.  But  the  House  must  remember  that 
this  Bill  is  to  enable  large  numbers  of  people 
as  years  go  on  to  make  homes  for  themselves 
who  otherwise  would  be  pent  up  in  the  great 
towns  of  the  colony,  and  would  never  be  likely 
to  get  for  themselves  homes  worthy  to  be  called 
by  the  name.  I  agree  entirely  that  in  purchas- 
ing land  for  settlement  we  should  respect  the 
sanctity  of  a  man's  home,  but  I  altogether 
fail  to  see  that  there  is  any  danger  that  a 
measure  of  this  kind  would  be  levelled  against 
that  sacred  possession.  From  the  point  of 
view  of  mere  business,  the  absurdity  of  the 
State  going  out  of  its  way  to  purchase  a  home, 
with  its  purlieus  and  improvements,  whioh 
would  be  useless  for  cutting  up,  and  for  whioh 
the  State  would  have  to  pay  three  or  four 
times  the  amount  of  money  that  would  be  paid 
for  useful  land — I  say,  the  absurdity  of  that 
is  so  striking  that  I  cannot  conceive  how  such 
a  thing  could  ever  be  imagined.  However,  if 
it  is  thought  advisable  to  accompany  this  Bill 
with  any  reasonable  safeguards  I  can  see  no 
objection  to  putting  them  in.  The  only  ob- 
jections that  have  been  urged  are,  after  all, 
but  Committee  objections.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  putting  safeguards  into  any  Bill,  even 
a  Licensing  Bill;  but  I  do  think  that  this 
Bill 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  land  is  not  to  be  taken 
by  a  vote  of  three-fifths. 

Mr.  REEVES. — If  not  a  penny  of  compensa- 
tion was  to  be  paid  to  the  owner,  then  I  think 
we  should  have  to  have  a  three-fifths  majority. 
It  certainly  amuses  me  to  hear  one  honour- 
able gentleman  on  the  Opposition  benches  to- 
night dwell  upon  the  wickedness  of  confiscating 
property  by  a  process  which  is  taking  from  a 
man  a  certain  amount  of  property  while  you 
give  him  the  full  value  of  the  same  in  return, 
when  I  remember  that  that  honourable  gentle- 
man is  in  favour  of  legislation  which  virtually 
takes  from  a  large  class  of  people  the  right  to 
make  use  of  their  property  without  giving  them 
a  penny  in  return.  1  am  inclined  to  think  his 
views  of  confiscation  are  rather  mixed.  I  think 
the  State  has  a  perfect  right  to  take  from  the 
owners  of  the  class  of  property  to  which  I  am 
referring — I  am  referring  to  licensees— I  con- 
sider the  State  has  a  right  to  take  their  pro- 
perty away  without  virtually  paying  them  any 
compensation,  provided  it  is  under  certain  safe- 
guaixls.  But  as  regards  property  of  this  kind 
—land  on  which  improvements  are  made— that 
should  never  be  taken  away  from  any  man 
unless  he  is  paid  every  penny  of  the  full  value 
for  it.  And  let  the  taking  be  surrounded  with 
reasonable  si^eguards.  Some  honourable  mem- 
bers do  not  appear  to  realise  the  crying  need 
there  is  for  the  acquisition  of  lands  for  settle- 
ment in  that  part  of  the  colony  which  oon- 
Btitntes  the   larger   half  of   New   Zeolaiid* 
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Hononrable  membera  of  the  North  laland 
should  not  look  on  a  Bill  of  this  kind  from 
the  point  of  view  of  their  own  districts.  Such 
a  land-law  ma^  not  be  wanted  in  their  districts 
now,  but  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  tell  when 
their  tarn  may  nob  come  in  the  days  of  the 
latnre.  I  can  remember  the  time,  Sir,  when 
in  Canterbury  such  a  measure  as  this  would 
have  been  laughed  out  of  existence.  Some 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  nobody  dreamed 
that  such  a  need  could  ever  arise  in  Canter- 
bury. But  now  even  a  majority  of  three-fif  tl^ 
would  vote  enthusiastically  for  this  Bill  if  it 
were  remitted  to  the  public  vote,  because  ex- 

r»rience  has  taught  them  the  necessity  of  it. 
have  simply  risen  to  express  my  approval  of 
this  most  important  measure,  and  to  point  out 
the  great  necessity  for  its  passing.  It  may  not 
pass  both  Houses  of  Parliament  this  session. 
I  hope  it  will ;  but,  if  it  does  not,  it  will  pass 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  before  even  one 
more  session  has  gone  over  our  heads.  For 
my  own  part,  if  I  should  be  fortunate  enough 
to  remain  in  public  life,  I  should  think  it  the 
most  important  duty  of  my  life  to  get  a  Bill 
like  this  passed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— Sir,  a  Bill  providing  for  the 
acquisition  of  land  for  settlement  is  no  doubt 
required,  but  not  a  Bill  such  as  this.  Very 
much  has  been  said  by  the  last  speaker,  and 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill,  about  inserting  safeguards  to  protect  in- 
dividual rights.  But  there  are  no  such  safe- 
guards in  this  Bill  —  none  whatever.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  in  introducing  the  Bill, 
spoke  very  fairly ;  and  if  we  had  in  the  measure 
nothing  more  than  his  present  intentions  we 
might  perhaps  have  agreed  to  them.  But  the 
expressed  intentions  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  are  two 
very  difierent  matters.  The  provisions  of  this 
Bill  are  simply  confiscation  of  private  rights. 
If  he  would  be  content  with  the  first  portion 
of  section  2,  which  provides  for  negotiations 
for  the  acquisition  of  this  land,  it  might  have 
passed  to-night;  but  the  compulsory  clauses 
are  such  as  this  House  is  not  disposed  to  trust 
any  Government  with.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man taunted  the  honourable  member  for  Tara- 
naki  with  wanting  money  for  the  Taranaki 
roads.  I  would  ask  that  honourable  gentleman 
if  he  knows  what  his  colleague  is  doing  by  way 
of  expending  money  on  roads  in  other  parts  of 
the  colony  — not  roads  like  those  near  Strat- 
ford, which  are  so  impassable  that  bullocks 
have  to  wade  through  over  their  backs  in  mud. 
Thousands  of  pounds  are  being  expended  in 
so-called  improvements  upon  roads  that  are 
already  excellent  roads  without  further  im- 
provement. It  is.  Sir,  a  perfect  waste  of 
money.  I  do  not  wish,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  to  dwell  on  this 
matter,  but  I  will  take  another  occasion  for 
doing  so.  Whilst  certain  portions  of  this  colony 
are  crying  out  for  a  few  thousand  pounds  to 
improve  their  roads,  many  thousands  are  being 
absolutely  thrown  away  in  other  works  which 
are  quite  unnecessary.  Now  that  the  Minis- 
jber  of  Lands  has  heajrd  the  discussion  on  this 
Mr,  Buves 


Bill,  he  must  be  aware  that  it  is  not  likely  to 
pass  in  its  present  form.  I  would  therefon 
suggest  that  this  debate  should  now  be  ad- 
journed, in  order  that  he  may  have  time  to 
reconsider  it  fully,  and  bring  it  down  in  ft 
form  more  acceptable  to  the  House.  It  ia 
quite  on  a  par  with  several  other  Bills  that 
have  emanated  from  the  Minister  of  Lands— ^ 
ill-considered  Bills,  which  the  House  has  had  to 
reduce  to  mere  skeletons,  they  being  quite  un- 
workable measures  as  introduced.  If  a  littlo 
more  time  were  given  to  the  consideration  of 
necessary  measures  of  this  kind  during  the  re- 
cess, the  House  would  not  be  called  upon  now 
to  waste  so  much  time  in  discussing  and  tr^^ng 
to  amend  ill-considered  and  badly-drafted  Billa. 
I  shall  move  that  the  debate  be  now  adjourned, 
whether  the  motion  is  carried  or  not.  In  any 
case  it  will  give  the  Minister  an  opportunity  of 
reconsidering  its  provisions,  and  bringing  down 
an  amended  Bill  which  might  have  some 
chance  of  passing.  I  admit  the  necessity  for 
some  Bill  to  deal  with  the  acquisition  of  lands 
for  settlement,  but  not  on  these  lines. 

Mr.  LAKE. — I  shall  not  detain  the  House  a 
minute  in  seconding  the  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment. I  can  only  say  that  we  have  had  to- 
night to  carry  a  Bill  through  all  its  stages,  and 
I  can  imagine  nothing  that  could  happen  to 
make  such  a  Bill  necessary  more  than  the 
distrust  and  alarm  likely  to  be  created  by  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  object  to  the  adjourn- 
ment. I  ask  the  House  not  to  adjourn  the 
debate,  but  to  give  me  the  opportunity  of 
replying  to  the  speeches  that  have  been  made, 
and  I  shall  be  able  to  show  honourable  mem- 
bers that  they  are  very  far  out  in  their  views  of 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  CARNCROSS.— I  am  sorry  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  because  I  really  think  it  will  lead 
to  a  waste  of  time.  There  are  some  parts  of 
the  Bill  that  I  cannot  see  my  way  to  support, 
but  I  recognise  that  my  objections  are  Commit- 
tee objections,  and,  seeing  that  the  Bill  has  to 
go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  we  may  very 
well  let  it  pass  the  second  reading  and  go  to 
the  Committee,  and  there  is  very  little  doubt 
that  it  will  come  back  in  a  difierent  shape. 
The  House  is  pretty  well  tired,  and  is  anxious 
to  get  away ;  but  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  be  consulting  the  wishes  of  honour- 
able members  if  he  could  see  his  way  to  with- 
draw the  amendment,  and  let  the  Bill  go  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  to  be  debated 
when  it  comes  back  again. 

Mr.  BUIGK.— I  regret  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
There  are  some  of  us  who  have  been  waiting 
till  this  late  hour  anxious  to  speak  on  the  merits 
of  the  Bill.  Besides,  a  large  number  have  made 
speeches  against  it,  and  it  is  rather  unfair  to 
the  Minister  to  have  the  right  of  reply  to  those 
speeches  denied  to  him  now.  I  hope  this 
amendment  will  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  *<  Thai 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 
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Majority  against,  10. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BUGKLAND. — I  am  not  going  to  speak 
at  any  length  on  this  Bill  at  present,  as  it  will 
have  to  come  hack  from  the  Waste  Lands 
Gonomittee. 

Mr.  ROLLBSTON.— Nothing  can  be  done 
with  it  there. 

Mr.  BUGKLAND.— Well,  I  would  point  out 
to  the  Minister  and  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country  that  there  must  be  some  limit  to  this 
resumption  of  private  land  by  the  Govern- 
ment; and  I  would  ask  the  question,  Where 
is  this  going  to  stop?  I  do  not  object,  to  a 
certain  extent,  to  the  Government  buying  land 
from  private  people ;  but  where  is  it  to  stop  ? 
I  am  not  by  any  means  satisfied  that  putting 
these  settlers  on  country  land  is  going  to 
be  a, success  except  where  it  is  close  to  the 
towns ;  and  I  believe  very  largely  in  settlement 
taking  its  own  course.  Supposing  you  settle 
the  whole  of  New  Zealand  with  a  certain  class 
of  settlers  under  this  Bill,  are  the  people  who 
come  afterwards  to  say,  "Now,  we  will  take 
the  whole  of  the  land  from  you  and  subdivide 
it  into  ten-  and  twenty-acre  lots  "  7  If  we  are 
going  to  do  this  we  shall  lose  all  settling  on 
land  in  this  country;  we  shall  lose  all  incen- 
tive to  go  on  the  land.  Who  is  going  to  take 
up  land  if  he  knows  that  directly  he  gets  it  in 
order,  and  mstkes  it  fit  to  live  on,  for  a  home 
to  be  proud  of,  it  is  going  to  be  disposed  of 
to  four  or  five  men  hanging  on  to  the  coat- 
tails  of  Ministers  in  towns,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  ar  few  votes  ?  If  it  comes  to  that — 
that  we  are  to  be  put  out  for  the  purpose  of 
favouring  a  few  who  are  clamouring  for  land 
in  the  way  they  do  for  work,  who  never  mean 
to  go  on  the  land  or  to  do  the  work — if  you 
are  going  to  do  this,  I  say  you  will  stop  the 
feeling  of  the  people  for  the  country,  and  they 
will  not  go  on  tne  land ;  you  will  deaJ  a  death- 
blow at  the  country,  and  it  will  take  years  to 
undo  what  we  may  do  in  a  day.    And  it  is  not 


required.  If  the  Govenmient  want  to  buy  land 
ihey  can  acquire  it  without  this  Bill.  Who 
would  be  safe?  The  true  settlement  is  done 
by  those  who  go  out  into  the  country,  not 
into  the  smooth  fenced-in  country  near  the 
towns,  but  into  the  rough  country,  and  bring 
it  into  subjeotion :  and  then  it  is  to  be  taken 
from  them  and  given  to  a  lot  of  people  who 
are  sitting  down  in  the  cities  waiting  till  it 
is  broken  in  and  prepared  for  them.  I  hope 
it  will  never  happen  in  the  colony.  I  hope 
the  Minister  will  take  away  the  compulsory 
part  of  the  Bill.  If  he  only  tried  he  could 
get  plenty  of  land  now  to  take  up — ^more  than 
he  can  possibly  purchase.  I  would  say  to  him, 
<*  Do  not  go  to  this  extreme."  What  is  it  for? 
Is  it  because  we  are  going  to  have  elections, 
or  what,  in  Heaven's  name,  is  it  for  ? 

Mr.  BUIGE. — I  quite  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua  that  this  is  one  of 
the  most  important  Bills  that  have  come  before 
the  House  this  session.  Anything  dealing  with 
the  question  of  land-settlement,  particularly 
with  the  question  of  the  compulsory  taking  of 
land,  must  be  a  matter  of  extreme  moment 
to  the  people  of  the  country,  and  we  should 
take  care  that  we  do  nothing  to  destroy  the 
feeling  of  security  which  our  settlers  ought  to 
have  in  regard  to  their  homes.  It  is  quite  true, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  said,  that  certain 
associations  and  cuSections  grow  up  round  a 
place,  and  a  person  who  has  lived  in  it  yeai 
after  year  has  feelings  for  which  no  sum  o 
money  could  compensate  if  he  were  dejprived 
of  it,  and  it  would  be  exceedingly  hard  if  the 
Oovemment  could  step  in  suddenly  and  take 
away  the  whole  of  what  he  had  acquired  after 
years  of  toil.  Still,  at  the  same  time,  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  so  illustrating  his 
case  took  a  very  extreme  view  of  the  matter, 
because  it  is  altogether  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  any  Government  is  going  to  step 
in  and  pursue  such  an  arbitrary  course  as 
that,  and  no  Government  would  dare  to  do 
it.  If  this  Bill,  as  I  believe  it  does,  gives  them 
power  to  do  so,  I  think  it  would  be  wise,  not 
only  in  the  interests  of  the  settlement  of  the 
country,  but  in  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment themselves,  to  so  safeguard  the  measure 
that  nothing  of  the  kind  could  occur.  As  I 
understand  it,  the  principle  of  the  Bill  is  simply 
this :  that  private  interests  shall  not  interfere 
with  public  interests,  and  that  where  it  is 
necessary  that  a  Government  should  take  land 
for  settlement  they  should  have  the  right  and 
the  power  to  do  so.  That,  I  think,  is  a  per- 
fectly just  course  to  take  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances. I,  for  one,  would  never  consent 
to  any  Government  having  power  to  rob  the 
people  of  their  land  justly  bought  and  justly 
earned.  I  am  no  friend  of  confiscation  in  any 
shape  or  form.  I  think.  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  for 
regret  that  the  existing  Land  for  Settlements 
Act  has  not  proved  the  success  which  we  had 
a  right  to  expect  it  would.  For  this  reason, 
with  certain  reservations,  I  am  entirely  in 
favour  of  this  Bill;  but  when  it  comes  back 
from  the  Waste  Lands  Gommittee,  if  it  does 
not  contain  the  safeguards  which  I  think  ate 
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necessMfy,  I  shall  oonaider  it  my  dnty  to 
oppose  it,  although  my  district  is  sufiering  as 
much  as  any  district  in  the  colony  for  the 
want  of  some  such  measure  as  this.  It  is  not 
that  we  have  not  land  fit  for  settlement:  we 
have  a  great  deal  of  land  fit  for  settlement, 
but  it  was  pckrted  with  in  the  early  days  for 
a  mere  song,  and  now  when  it  is  wanted  it  is 
impossible  to  get  it.  The  present  owners  are 
unapproachable,  either  because  they  are  indis- 
posed to  sell  the  land,  or  because  they  want 
such  an  extortionate  figure  for  it  that  it  is 
really  impossible  for  a  man  of  small  means  to 
acquire  even  the  smallest  portion  of  it.  That 
condition  of  affairs  has  not  only  retarded  the 
progress  of  the  province,  but  it  has  denuded  it 
of  young  men  who  were  anxious  to  make  homes 
for  themselves,  and,  more  than  that,  it  has  kept 
back  public  works  from  being  constructed  in 
our  province.  At  the  present  time  we  have  a 
railway  partially  foimed  which  is  now  practi- 
cally stopped  for  the  simple  reason  that  if  it 
were  constructed  it  simply  would  mean  giving 
an  increased  value  to  private  property  to  an 
enormous  extent.  This  is  efiectuedly  blocking 
settlement,  and  we  see  no  small  farms  in  that 
part  of  the  district  where  small  farms  ought 
to  exist;  so  that  a  measure  of  this  kind  is 
absolutely  necessary  before  we  can  get  any 
settlement  or  any  progress  in  our  province. 
Further  than  that,  as  the  Minister  has  truly 
stated,  we  have  large  portions  of  high  country 
with  a  narrow  strip  of  freehold  as  frontage. 
The  settlers,  of  course,  who  have  bought  this 
freehold  bought  under  the  laws  in  force  at  the 
time  ;  but,  then,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
these  laws  were  made  by  these  people,  or  by  the 
people  belonging  to  the  class  now  occupying 
that  land.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  in 
1896,  when  the  leasehold  connected  with  this 
property  falls  in,  that  the  Gk)vemment  should 
have  some  power  to  acquire  certain  portions 
along  the  frontage  where  homesteads  can  be 
established;  and,  as  I  take  it,  this  Bill  is 
being  brought  in  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
cases  of  that  kind,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
stepping  in  and  taking  the  well-established 
home  of  any  settler  in  the  colony.  A  great 
number  of  large  landowners  in  the  Province  of 
Marlborough,  I  believe,  will  meet  the  Govern- 
ment fairly  at  that  time,  and  a  large  number 
of  them  will  be  perfectly  willing  to  make 
fair  exchanges  with  the  Government :  that  is, 
they  will  give  the  Government  portions  of  front- 
age and  take  parts  of  the  back  -  country  in 
exchange.  Others,  of  course,  will  not  be  so 
willing  to  do  that;  and,  if  a  Bill  of  this 
kind  is  not  passed,  the  Minister  of  Lands 
at  that  time,  whoever  he  may  be,  will  find 
himself  in  this  position :  If  he  has  no  power 
to  buy  the  frontages  he  will  simply  have  to 
sell  the  back-country  at  an  enormous  sacrifice ; 
and  I  say  that  the  colony  is  not  justified  in 
making  that  sacrifice  in  the  existing  state  of 
affairs.  That  in  itself,  to  my  mind,  is  a  very 
powerful  argument  why  some  Bill  of  this  kind 
should  be  passed.  I  believe,  myself,  if  this 
Bill  is  not  passed  in  such  a  form  as  to  make 
it  apply  to  other  pexte  of  the  colony,  it  most 
Mr.  Buick 


be  passed  to  apply  to  Nelson  and  Marlborough. 
The  question  of  the  pre-emptive  right  must  be 
dealt  with.  The  settlers  there  have  aoqaiiied 
the  pre-emptive  right  under  the  leases  the* 
exist,  and  we  cannot  now  step  in  and  con- 
fiscate what  they  have  so  acquired.  They  will 
require  to  be  properly  compensated,  and  that  is 
a  matter,  of  course,  which  can  be  taken  into 
consideration  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee. 
That  does  not  interfere  with  the  principle. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  is  simply  this :  that 
private  interests  shall  not  interfere  with  public 
interests.  Although  it  may  appear  in  some 
respects  drastic  now,  those  gentlemen  who  sit 
on  the  Waste  Lands  Committ-ee  will  see  that 
proper  safeguards  are  inserted,  and  I  hope  the 
House  win  pass  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
and  give  them  an  opportunity  of  making  it  a 
good  and  workable  measure.  I  shall  support 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Sir,  I  do  not  at  all  afpree 
with  the  doctrine  that  is  being  laid  down  in 
this  House  that,  if  a  measure  is  shown  to  be 
an  improper  one,  it  is  a  sufficient  answer  to 
say  that  the  Government  do  not  propose  to 
do  this,  that,  or  the  other.  It  is  not  what  the 
Government  proposes  —  it  is  what  is  in  the 
Bill.  This  Government  may  be  as  pure  and 
honest  in  its  intentions  as  could  be  wished, 
and  the  next  Government  which  may  come  in 
may  be  quite  the  other  way.  It  is  entirely 
begging  the  question.  I  again  object  to  the 
Government  bringing  in  a  Bill  and  getting  the 
second  reading  of  it  carried,  and  then  sending 
it  to  a  Committee.  I  say  that  system  is  vicious, 
and  that  if  a  Bill  is  to  be  referred  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  or  any  other  Committee  it 
should  go  there  after  the  first  reading,  and 
be  put  in  a  proper  form.  If  the  Government 
cannot  draft  the  Bill  properly,  let  it  go  to  a 
Committee  and  there  be  drafted  properly  before 
it  goes  to  the  second  reading,  which  is  a 
vital  time  to  the  Bill.  It  is  a  mere  waste  of 
time  to  debate  a  Bill  on  the  second  reading 
and  then  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  where 
it  is  amended  so  that  when  it  comes  baok 
we  do  not  know  it  because  it  is  in  an  en- 
tirely different  shape.  I  object  entirely  to  that 
course  being  followed.  And  I  certainly  do  not 
agree  with  the  spirit  of  this  Bill  at  all.  I  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga]baa 
that  if  a  man  has  property — I  do  not  case 
whether  it  is  freehold  or  is  held  under  any 
other  system — it  should  be  absolutely  secured 
to  him;  and  this  Bill  undoubtedly  trenches 
upon  one  of  our  rights — that  that  which  a  man 
has  he  shall  fairly  claim  as  his  own.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  right  that  the  Government  should 
allow  a  Committee  of  this  House  to  build  np 
provisions  in  a  Bill.  These  Bills  should  Jsaye 
been  thoroughly  thought  out  by  the  Govern- 
ment before  they  were  brought  in,  and  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  should  not  be  asked  to 
put  them  in  proper  form.  That  should  be  the 
business  of  the  Government  during  the  leceas, 
and  not  for  us  when  we  meet  here. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — For  many  years  I  have  held 
the  opinion,  and  given  expression  to  it,  tdiiat 
whenever  it  became  really  neoessaiy  tot  tbs 
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<^v6timient  to  take  priyate  lands  for  settle- 
ment purposes  the  Government  would  be  justi- 
fied in  doing  so  on  paying  fair  compensation. 
I  did  not  fear  that  injustice  would  be  done 
to  the  owner.  My  fear  rather  was  for  the 
taxpayer — that  the  Goyemment  would  ac- 
quire land  at  a  price  which  they  would  not 
actually  realise  when  it  was  subdivided  and 
sold.  But  this  Bill  has  very  largely  affected 
my  opinion.  I  think  a  Minister  who  could 
bring  in  a  Bill  containing  such  provisions  as 
this  would  not  shrink,  if  this  really  expresses 
his  meaning,  from  doing  injustice  to  tne  pri- 
vate owner.  The  provision  of  clause  8  with 
reference  to  the  Nelson  and  Marlborough  leases 
is  barefaced  confiscation. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— No. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — I  assure  my  honourable 
friend  there  is  no  reference  whatever  to  com- 
pensation for  deprivation  of  rights  taken  away. 
He  says  he  recognises  that  these  persons  have 
certain  rights,  but  goes  on  to  enact  that  these 
rights  shall  cease  to  exist ;  and  the  Bill  says 
not  one  word  about  compensation.  If  that  is 
not  bare-faced  confiscation 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— They  have  a  right  to 
compete  for  it  at  public  auction. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — The  Minister  says  it  shall 
be  put  up  to  auction.  Is  it  to  be  a  bond  fide 
auction,  or  a  mere  mockery?  The  Minister 
says  the  Government  may  compete  against  the 
bond  fide  buyer.  Does  he  mean  to  tell  this 
House  that  it  can  be  a  bond  fide  auction  when 
the  Government  competes  for  its  own  land 
against  bond  fide  buyers?  That  is  a  most 
immoral  suggestion.  I  am  astonished  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  make  a 
suggestion  of  that  kind.  The  Government 
that  would  do  that  is  not  competent  to  legis- 
late on  private  property.  I  am  extremely 
sorry  to  hear  a  Minister,  on  the  floor  of  this 
•  House,  make  such  a  suggestion.  Gk)vemment 
are  to  bid  to  any  extent.  They  may  go  to  £5 
an  acre,  and  then  go  aad  sell  the  land  the  next 
day  at  £1  an  acre.  I  hope  the  Minister  will 
arfimit  that  the  suggestion  was  thoughtlessly 
made,  and  one  which  he  cannot  justify.  He 
has  referred  to  the  failure  of  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act  of  last  session.  I  am  sur- 
prised that  under  this  Act  he  has  not  been 
able  to  obtain  land  for  settlement.  Knowing 
as  we  do  the  quantity  of  private  land  which  is 
ready  to  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price,  the 
quantity  that  is  constantly  advertised,  the 
quantity  any  individual  wanting  land  can 
obtain  from  any  land  agent,  it  is  surprising 
to  me  that  the  Gk>vomment  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  satisfactory  ofiers.  I  venture 
to  think  that  the  Jf  inister  could  get  land  if 
he  went  about  it  in  a  different  way.  It  is  not 
the  best  course  to  put  an  advertisement  in  a 
paper  asking  people  to  send  in  tenders.  They 
do  not  know  exactly  the  kind  of  land  that 
the  Government  are  desirous  of  bargaining  for. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— We  told  them. 

Sir  J.  HALL.— Hardly  so,  because  all  the 
tenders  which  have  been  sent  in  are  for  land 
which  appears  to  be  unsuitable  for  one  reason 
OK  another.     If  the  Ministei  had  engaged  a 


well-ohosen  agent  to  go  round  and  ascertain 
from  land-agents  what  land  they  had  to  sell, 
this  person,  Imowing  the  Minister's  mind,  know- 
ing the  situations  in  which  land  was  wanted, 
and  knowing  the  prices  the  Minister  was  pre- 
pared to  give,  would  have  been  able  to  obtain 
a  reasonable  quantity  of  land  for  settlement.  I 
even  yet  suggest  to  the  Minister  that  he  should 
resort  to  some  process  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— It  would  be  said  at 
once  it  was  making  private  arrangements. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — The  honourable  gentleman 
in  any  case  must  make  private  arrangements. 
If  he  cannot  obtain  land  I  do  not  think  he 
should  blame  the  Act ;  he  should  rather  blame 
his  administration  of  it.  The  Minister  thinks 
it  will  be  possible  to  obtain  land  at  a  more 
recksonable  price  by  compulsory  povvers,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Timaru  suggested 
that  the  owner  should  receive  land-tax  value 
with  a  small  addition.  I  venture  to  think  that 
the  Minister  will  find  himself  in  an  unenvi- 
able position  if  he  goes  to  take  a  piece  of  a 
property  here  and  another  piece  of  a  property 
there,  and  if  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be 
paid  is  left  to  a  Judge  and  jury.  He  will  find 
he  has  not  only  to  pay  the  land-tax  value  of 
the  land  actually  taken,  but  he  has  to  pay  for 
the  diminution  of  the  value  of  the  remainder. 
In  most  cases  taking  a  portion  of  a  landed  pro- 
perty will  diminish  the  value  of  what  is  left, 
and  will  thus  increase  the  cost  to  the  colony 
of  the  portion  that  is  taken.  I  am  afraid  the 
Minister  will  be  disappointed  with  the  working 
of  the  measure  now  before  us.  Speaking  gene- 
rally on  the  desirability  of  acquiring  private 
lands,  I  would  urge  that,  although  there  may 
be  an  outcry  for  the  purchase  of  private  lands 
in  the  South  Island,  and  in  some  other  dis- 
tricts, which,  to  some  extent,  it  is  desirable  to 
meet,  it  is  not  sound  policy,  while  we  have  a 
large  amount  of  Grown  lands  which  are  not 
beneficially  occupied,  to  expend  large  sums  of 
taxpayers'  money  to  put  people  on  lands  that 
are  already  in  beneficial  occupation.  Surely  a 
wiser  policy  is  to  direct  the  stream  of  settle- 
ment to  the  Grown  lands  which  are  not  in 
beneficial  occupation.  Sir,  there  are  other 
portions  of  the  Bill  which  provide,  not  for  the 
settlement  of  the  land,  but  for  taking  land 
from  one  settler  and  giving  it  to  another. 
For  taking,  for  instance,  a  piece  of  land  which 
may  have  been  acquired  by  an  industrious 
settler  many,  many  years  ago,  but  which  it  is 
now  thought  desirable  to  utilise  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  back-country — ^this  is  taking  it  from  one 
man  and  giving  it  to  another.  Surely  it  is 
unreasonable  to  give  a  power  to  any  Minister 
to  take  land  from  the  possessor  of  front-coun- 
try merely  to  assist  the  operations  of  a  man 
occupying  back-country.  A  power  of  that  kind 
ought  not  to  be  given  to  a  Minister,  but  ought 
only  to  be  exercised  by  Parliament  upon  neces- 
sity shown.  I  quite  believe  that  the  Minis- 
ter has  good  intentions,  but  ho  will  forgive  me 
for  reminding  him  that  a  certain  very  warm 
place  is  paved  with  good  intentions.  I  think 
such  a  Bill  as  this  will  not  promote  settle- 
ment;  and,  although  the  Minister  thinks  he 
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may  pass  the  Bill,  I  do  noi;  think  that  the 
Parliament  of  New  Zealand  will  pass  such  a 
measure,  unless  with  much  better  restrictions 
and  safeguards  than  it  now  contains. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIB.— Sir,  when  I  introduced 
into  this  House  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill 
last  year,  I  was  immediately  met  by  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
with  arguments  something  similar  to  those 
used  to-night.  I  was  told  that  all  sorts  of 
jobbery  and  corruption  would  be  done  under 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  of  last  year. 
Now,  we  have  had  twelve  months'  trial  of  that 
Act,  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  could 
dare  to  say  there  has  been  any  corruption,  any 
bribery,  or  any  wrong  dealing  under  that  Act. 
There  have  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
all  the  transactions  that  have  taken  place 
under  the  Act,  and  all  contracts  that  have  been 
entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  lands  under 
that  Act,  showing  also  the  amount  of  land 
offered  to  me.  During  the  nine  months  the  Act 
has  been  in  operation,  although  it  was  stated 
that  there  would  be  bribery  and  corruption  and 
all  sorts  of  jobbery  under  that  Act,  in  endea- 
Touring  to  get  fair  land  at  a  fair  value,  we  found 
it  was  impossible  to  get  land  in  the  districts  in 
which  we  wanted  it  for  settlement.  On  every 
platform  during  the  recess,  when  referring  to 
the  matter,  I  said  that  the  time  had  arrived 
when  it  was  necessary  to  take  land  compulsorily 
for  settlement.  On  every  occasion  when  I  said 
that,  it  was  applauded  by  the  people  ;  and  it  is 
of  no  use  for  members  of  this  House  who  may 
be  opposed  to  the  acquiring  of  land  in  this  way 
to  get  up  and  say  it  is  confiscation,  and  talk  in 
that  kind  of  way,  because  they  will  have  to 
face  the  question  before  long  in  the  Districts  of 
Canterbury  and  North  Otago.  They  will  be 
asked  the  question  at  next  election ;  and  let 
members  not  for  one  moment  forget  that.  With 
regard  to  the  arguments  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere,  who  thinks  that  I  should 
have  employed  some  person  to  go  round  the 
country  and  see  the  lands  people  had  for  sale, 
what  I  did  was  to  put  advertisements  in  the 
papers,  asking  those  who  had  lands  to  dispose 
of  to  offer  them.  Several  land-agents  and 
others  offered  lands  to  me ;  and  what  was  the 
result?  In  almost  every  instance  the  valua- 
tors appointed  by  the  Government  to  find  out 
whether  the  price  asked  for  these  lands  was 
reasonable  admitted  that  the  prices  were  too 
high  for  the  purposes  of  settlement.  In  the 
case  of  one  property  that  was  offered  to  me  in 
Canterbury  the  Government  sent  a  valuator 
over  it,  who  reported  to  me  that  the  land  was 
not  worth  anything  for  the  purposes  of  settle- 
ment. The  land  was  in  a  very  good  position, 
between  two  rivers,  close  to  a  railway,  and  I 
was  told  that  it  was  of  fair  value.  I  had  to 
go  to  the  trouble  of  going  around  it  myself, 
to  see  whether  the  representations  made  were 
correct  or  not.  The' price  asked  was  £4  an 
acre.  I  thought  to  myself,  if  the  land  was  so 
cheap,  surely  it  was  land  that  would  suit.  It 
was  between  two  rivers,  accessible  to  the  rail- 
way for  people  to  get  to  it  from  every  part, 
xjlose  to  a  river,  and  only  £i  an  acre.  Surely 
Sir  J.  Ball 


it  was  worth  that  money.  I  went  to  see  the 
land,  and  it  was  a  bed  of  gravel !  I  would  not 
give  10s.  an  acre  to-morrow  for  it :  and  yet  £4 
was  the  price  we  were  asked  for  it;  and  we 
were  told  that  it  was  land  suitable  for  the 
settlement  of  the  people.  Whenever  any  good 
land  has  been  offered  it  has  been  offered  at 
such  a  prioe  that  it  has  been  found  impossible 
to  take  it.  I  think  that  if  you  cannot  dis- 
pose of  land  for  settlement  at  5  per  oent.  on 
the  prioe  you  gave  for  it  you  had  oetter  let  it 
alone.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Peninsula  accused  the  Government,  in  con- 
nection with  every  Bill  they  brought  down, 
of  sending  it  to  a  Committee.  Well,  this  has 
always  been  the  custom  ever  since  I  ocune 
to  this  House.  And,  although  Bills  have  been 
amended  in  Committee,  I  do  not  think  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  can  say  that  mj 
Bills  have  been  altered  in  Committee  very 
much.  In  one  of  my  Bills  that  was  sent  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  not  four  words  were 
altered,  and  this  House  did  not  alter  it  much. 
Another  Bill  with  fifty  clauses  in  it  passed 
through  a  Committee  this  morning  with  very 
little  alteration  in  it,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  when  it  comes  down  to  this  House 
there  will  be  found  very  little  alteration  in 
it.  I  wish  now  to  refer  to  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  and 
I  am  sorry  that  he  is  not  now  in  his  place. 
The  honourable  gentleman  never  can  get  up 
in  this  House  on  any  question  connected  with 
the  land-laws  but  he  refers  to  the  perpetual 
lease.  One  would  imagine  that  this  per- 
petual lease  had  been  a  great  success  ia 
this  colony.  But  what  is  the  fact  ?  Not  one 
single  aoro  of  Crown  land  in  this  colony  is 
held  under  perpetual  lease,  notwithstanding 
what  we  have  heard  about  it.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  law  passed,  not  one  single  acre  is 
held  on  perpetual  lease  without  the  right  of 
purchase.  I  do  not  suppose  that  one  single  ui- 
dividual  would  renew  his  lease  when  the  time 
comes:  on  the  contrary,  they  will  purchase 
the  freehold,  and  the  result  will  be  that  the 
Crown  will  not  receive  one  farthing  from  the 
unearned  increment.  It  is  all  very  well  talk- 
ing theorv  of  this  sort,  and  making  beautiful 
schemes,  but  we  have  to  deal  with  the  practical, 
and  to  consider  what  is  best  to  do  to-day  in 
the  interests  of  the  colony  in  a  practical  way. 
When  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
chooses  to  bring  up  this  perpetual  lease  in  con- 
nection with  every  land  question,  then  I  say 
that  he  must  become  more  practical  in  hui 
ideas  before  it  can  be  brought  about.  Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  told  the  House  that 
he  brought  in  a  Land  Acquisition  Bill  in  188& 
But  why  did  not  the  Bill  j^ass  ?  The  honour- 
able gentleman's  Bill  was  just  such  a  Bill  as 
this,  but  he  did  not  then  say  it  was  confisca- 
tion. That  Bill  was  surrounded  with  so  many 
safeguards  as  to  be  worth  nothing.  Sir,  I  am 
prepared  to  take  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  at  their  word,  and  I  will  provide 
in  this  Bill  that  no  homesteads  shall  be  taken* 
and  no  small  farms  shall  be  taken.    We  haira 
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rovided  in  the  land-laws  of  the  colony  at  the 
present  time  that  not  more  than  640  acres  of 
first-class  land,  and  not  more  than  2,000 
acres  of  second-class  land  shall  be  held  by 
one  man.  I  will  put  a  proviso  in  this  Bill 
that  the  compulsory  clauses  of  this  Act  shall 
not  apply  to  any  property  which  is  not  640 
acres  in  extent.  In  fact,  I  will  "  go  one  better," 
and  will  provide  that  the  Commission  shall  only 
take  properties  over  1,000  acres  of  first-class 
and  2,000  acres  of  second-class  land  under  the 
oompulsory  clauses.  It  is  not  the  small  estates 
of  2,000  acres  that  I  want  to  touch  under 
this  Bill.  We  have  no  such  intention  and  no 
such  desire;  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
ought  to  know  this  perfectly  well.  We  have  no 
such  intention  of  touching  small  estates.  Our 
intention  is  to  keep  the  operation  of  this  Act 
to  the  large  estates  where  land  is  required  for 
the  purposes  of  settlement;  but,  of  course,  if 
any  owner  of  a  small  piece  of  land  is  willing 
to  sell  under  this  Bill,  we  are  willing  to  buy  it. 
There  is  no  intention  to  bring  the  compulsory 
clauses  into  operation  in  any  way  to  afiect 
small  settlers.  One  honourable  member  in  his 
speech  to-night  showed  that  he  had  never  re- 
ferred to  the  Act.  It  was  rather  amusing.  One 
would  imagine  that  this  was  the  only  Bill  on 
the  subject  proposed.  If  honourable  members 
will  look  at  the  original  Act  of  last  year  they 
will  find  that  the  Boards  of  Commissioners 
mentioned  report  in  the  first  place  to  the  Gk)- 
vemor  of  the  colony  that  there  is  a  demand  for 
land,  before  they  can  go  to  work  on  any  land 
that  may  be  worth  reporting  on.  That  clause 
remains — clause  3  of  the  original  Act.  This 
shows  how  little  attention  honourable  members 
give  to  the  subject :  and  no  one  showed  more 
ignorance  on  this  point  than  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Peninsula,  because  it  was  evi- 
dent that,  from  the  manner  in  which  he  talked, 
he  did  not  know  such  an  Act  existed.  The 
first  thing  that  the  Board  have  to  do  is  to  show 
to  the  Governor  there  is  a  demand  for  land 
in  some  district ;  then  they  have  to  value  the 
land ;  they  have  to  show  it  is  fit  for  settlement ; 
and  all  this  has  to  be  gone  through  before  the 
compulsory  clause  is  brought  into  operation  at 
all.  It  has  been  said,  if  you  give  this  power  to 
the  Minister  of  Lands  he  can  use  it  against  his 
political  opponents.  I  am  sorry  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  is  not  in  his  place,  be- 
cause I  challenge  him  to  show  any  case  in 
which  I  have  done  injury  to  my  political  oppo- 
nents when  they  came  into  contact  with  me  in 
my  position  as  Minister  of  Lands.  I  am  sure 
if  that  honourable  member  were  here  he  would 
acknowledge  I  have  not  done  it.  Does  any 
one  suppose  the  Minister  will  .do  things  of  that 
sort?  Is  he  not  responsible  to  Parliament? 
Has  he  not  to  lay  before  the  House  within  a 
certain  number  of  days  aiter  Parliament  meets 
a  return  of  the  whole  of  .the  transactions  that 
have  taken  place  under  the  Bin  ?  And  is  he 
not  responsible  to  the  people  who  sent  him 
here?  What  would  be  his  position  if  he  did 
such  things  ?  lHo  ParUament  would  stand  it, 
.  and  the  Minister  would  have  to  take  care  in 
this  and  every  matter  to  do  what  is  right  and 


fair  to  the  people  as  a  whole.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  worth  my  while  keeping  the  House  any 
longer  on  this  subject.  I  am  willing,  as  I 
said  before,  that  this  Bill  should  go  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  I  am  prepared 
to  amend  it  so  that  the  compulsory  clauses 
will  not  apply  to  any  farm  of  less  than  a  thou- 
sand acres  of  first-class  land,  and  two  thousand 
acres  of   second-class  land.     Then  we  shall 

Erotect  all  those  beautiful  homes  which  the 
onourable  member  for  the  Peninsula  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  were  so- 
much  afraid  of  being  robbed  of.  They  will  be 
protected  by  that  amendment;  and  then  I 
shall  claim  their  support  to  this  Bill.  This  was 
really  a  Committee  objection,  and  there  was  no 
necessity  for  the  great  fttrore  that  was  created 
about  robbery  and  so  forth.  What  has  this 
question  to  do  with  freehold,  leasehold,  or  per- 
petual lease,  or  anything  else?  It  has  been 
oalled  * '  destruction  of  the  freehold. ' '  What  has 
that  to  do  with  it  ?  Does  this  Bill  destroy  the 
freehold  ?  Certainly  not.  It  simply  says  that 
a  large  number  of  people  in  this  colony,  who 
cannot  get  an  acre  of  land  on  which  to  esta- 
blish a  home,  will  have  land  provided  for  them, 
and  that  they  will  not  be  driven  away  from  the 
country.  Then  we  come  to  those  other  clauses 
in  the  Bill  which  give  power  to  the  Minister 
to  exchange.  There  has  not  been  very  much 
said  on  that  subject ;  but  I  say  this :  Let 
members  of  this  House  who  will  not  make 
provision  for  the  Marlborough  and  Nelson 
leases  when  the  time  expires,  in  three  years 
— I  say  to  those  gentlemen,  let  them  take  the 
consequences.  Are  we  to  have  millions  of 
acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  Crown  rendered 
useless  because  certain  people  have  secured 
the  frontages,  and  are  keeping  other  people 
out?  That  is  the  question  we  shall  have  to 
meet  when  the  time  comes.  Are  we  to  pay 
those  who  have  got  those  frontages  public 
money  to  keep  down  rabbits,  because  they  have 
secured  the  key  to  the  country?  We  have 
been  paying  one  very  wealthy  man,  who  holds 
over  a  hundred  thousand  acres  for  nothing 
— we  have  been  paying  him  besides,  for  keep- 
ing the  rabbits  down,  a  large  sum  of  money  every 
year,  and  he  runs  his  stock  on  the  land  and 
snaps  his  fingers  at  us.  We  can  prove  that  by 
maps,  which  are  to  be  seen  in  the  office  of  the 
department.  Is  this  to  be  continued  ?  What 
is  the  Minister  of  Lands  accused  of?  He  is 
accused  of  everything  that  is  wrong,  because 
he  says  he  should  have  the  right  to  purchase, 
as  against  a  man  of  that  sort,  when  the  land  is 
to  be  put  up  to  auction.  They  say  the  Board 
should  put  the  land  up  to  auction  at  a  certain 
price.  I  say  the  Minister  of  Lands,  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  should  have  the  right 
to  purchase  that  at  public  auction.  We  have 
complied  with  all  we  promised,  and  we  should 
be  allowed  to  compete  against  him  for  that 
land,  and  get  it  at  its  fair  value.  That  is  all 
we  propose  to  do,  and  if  that  clause  is  not 
quite  clear  on  the  subject  we  can  make  it 
clear.  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  any  Government 
who  may  sit  on  these  benches  to  protect  the 
interest  of  the  Crown  wherever  it  is  necessary 
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in  that  way.  It  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  bow 
the  land  has  been  disposed  of  in  the  past  in 
the  Nelson  and  Marlborough  Districts.  I  hope 
the  House  will  pass  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  and  then  send  it  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  and  then  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
put  in  a  proviso  excluding  properties  not  over 
1,000  acres  of  first-class  land  and  2,000  acres  of 
seoond-class  land  from  the  operation  of  the 
compulsory  clause.  That  will  secure  to  those 
people  their  homes  without  any  fear  of  confisca- 
tion in  any  form,  and  at  the  same  time  it  will 
give  us  an  opportunity  of  getting  some  land  for 
settlement.  I  have  done  my  best  to  induce 
people  in  certain  places  to  dispose  of  their 
land  for  settlement  at  prices  which  the  Go- 
vernment could  afford  to  pay.  I  have  been 
unsuccessful,  and  the  report  which  has  been 
laid  on  the  table  shows  that  to  be  the  case.  I 
should  be  quite  prepared  to  go  into  this  matter 
with  any  member  of  the  Opposition,  or  with 
those  who  are  opposed  to  the  passing  of  this 
Bill,  and  I  could  show  them  estate  after  estate, 
and  ask  them  if  these  estates  were  suitable  for 
settlement,  and,  if  so,  whether  the  price  at 
which  they  were  offered  was  too  large  or  not. 
We  have  been  offered  any  amount  of  land  at  a 
price  at  which  it  was  quite  impossible  to  pur- 
chase it  on  behalf  of  the  Government.  I  beg  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty- two  minutes 
past  one  a.m. 
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Becond  Readings— Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill— 
Magistrates'  Courts  Bill— Criminal  Code  Bill- 
District  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  BiU— 
Land-drainage  BUI— Land  Bill  —  Gimmer bum 
Forest  Bill  —  Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields 
Administration  Bill  —  Halswell  Biver  Drainage 
District  Bill— West  Coast  Settlement  Beserves 
Bill.  

Mr.  Speakeb  took   the   chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Supreme  Court  Practice  and  Procedure  Bill, 
Civil  Service  Officers'  Guarantee  Bill,  Kyngdon 
Land-grant  Bill. 

CHEVIOT  ESTATE  DISPOSITION  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  the  report  on  this  Bill 
be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  he  was  not  desirous  of 
saying  veiy  much  on  this  matter,  because  he 
had  entered  his  protest  the  other  night,  but  he 
must  say  that  he  exceedingly  regretted  that 
the  Government  had  not  seen  their  way  to 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  people  in  the  part 
•of  the  country  he  came  firom.  He  would  take 
up  no  further  time,  except  to  enter  his  protest, 
with  very  great  regret,  as  to  the  action  taken 
by  the  Government  the  other  evening. 

Report  agreed  to,  and  Bill  xead  a  third  time. 
Mr.  J.  MoKensie 


MAGISTRATES'  COURTS  BILL. 

Mr.  REEVES,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  was,  to  a  very  great  extent 
indeed,  simply  a  consolidation  measure.  It 
repealed  the  following  measures:  "The  Resi- 
dent Magistrates  Act,  1867";  **The  Resident 
Magistrates  Act,  1868";  "The  Resident  Ma- 
gistrates* Evidence  Act,  1870  " ;  "  The  Resident 
Magistrates  Act  Amendment  Act,  1872  " ;  "  The 
Resident  Magistrates  Act  1867  Amendment  Act, 
1879";  "The  Financial  Arrangements  Aot, 
1878"  (in  part—namely,  section  U) ;  "The 
Enforcement  of  Judgments  Act,  1885"  (in 
part— namely,  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to 
judgments  recovered  in  Resident  Magistrates* 
Courts) ;  "  The  Local  Courts  Proceedings  Act, 
1888  "  (in  part — namely,  so  much  thereof  as  re- 
lates to  Resident  Magistrates'  Courts).  The 
most  important  and  novel  portions  of  the 
Bill  were  those  which  conferred  extended  juris- 
diction on  Magistrates  where  hitherto  they  had 
only  a  limited  jurisdiction,  and  that  portion 
which  gave  jurisdiction  to  Magistrates  where 
they  had  not  hitherto  had  jurisdiction  at  all. 
Hitherto  Magistrates  had  had  jurisdiction  in 
matters  up  to  £100,  with  certain  exceptions ; 
but  some  Magistrates  had  not  even  that,  be- 
cause their  Courts  had  been  held  in  places 
where  District  Judges  sat.  It  was  considered, 
however,  now  perfectly  needless  to  limit  the 
jurisdiction  of  those  Magistrates  to  a  less 
amount  than  that  of  their  fellows,  and  eJl 
Magistrates  would  therefore  have  an  extended 
jurisdiction  up  to  £100.  They  would  also,  in  a 
number  of  cases,  have  a  special  jurisdiction  up 
to  the  value  of  £200.  He  would  ask  honour- 
able gentlemen  to  give  their  attention  to  the 
clauses  of  the  Bill  relating  to  jurisdiction. 
He  need  not  dwell  upon  clause  28,  except  to 
recite  this  part  of  it : — 

"  The  Court  or  a  Magistrate  thereof  shall  have 
jurisdiction  in  any  matter  within  the  limits  of 
its  jurisdiction,  notwithstanding  that  jnzis- 
diction  in  any  such  matter  may  have  been 
specially  granted  by  any  particulai  statute  to  a 
District  Court  or  a  Judge  thereof." 

That  explained  itself.  Section  29  dealt  "with 
ordinary  jurisdiction  up  to  £100.  He  would  call 
the  attention  of  honourable  gentlemen  to  sab- 
section  (c),  that  which  gave  jurisdiction : — 

"  {c.)  The  recovery  of  any  demand  not  ex- 
oeedmg  two  hundred  pounds,  which  is  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  unliquidated  balance  of  a  pazt- 
nership  account." 

The  most  important  or,  possibly,  the  most 
striking  section  of  the  BiU  was  section  80. 
That  gave  jurisdiction,  first  of  all,  in  cases  of— 

"  (a.)  Breach  of  contract,  or  tort,  where  the 
amount  claimed  does  not  exceed  two  hundred 
pounds." 

Then,  also,  jurisdiction  was  given  in  cases  of 
debt  to  a  like  amount ;  and  in  the  recovery  of 
any  payment  to  a  like  amount : — 

"  (d,)  The  attachment  of  debts  not  exceeding 
in  amount  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds : 

"  {e.)  The  enforcement  of  claims  upon  and 
the  recovery  of  possession  of  some  speoifie 
movable  property  the  value  whereof  does  im4 
exceed  two  hundred  pounds : 
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**  (f.)  The  recoveiy  of  poasession  ol  tenemonts, 
with   or  without   arrears   of  rent   or  mesne 


(1.)  Where  the  claim  is  alleged  to  have  arisen 
on  the  determination  of  a  tenancy  or 
occupation  at  a  rental  not  exceeding 
the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  ten  pounds 
by  the  year ; 

(2.)  In  other  cases,  where  the  value  of  the 
tenement  does  not  exceed  two  hundred 
pounds." 

That,  of  course,  was  a  very  important  clause. 
Also,— 

'*  {g.)  Interpleader  cases  generally,  when  the 
value  of  the  subject-matter  in  dispute  does  not 
exceed  two  hundred  pounds. 

"  (h.)  Where  the  parties  agree  by  writing, 
signed  by  them  or  their  solicitors,  that,  what- 
ever the  amount  or  value  of  the  subject-matter, 
but  not  in  excess  of  five  hundred  pounds  (pro- 
vided the  case  be  otherwise  within  the  jurisdio- 
tion),  the  Court  shall  have  jurisdiction." 

That  gave  the  Courts  jurisdiction  to  the 
same  extent  as  the  English  County  Courts. 
Also, — 

'*(i.)  The  granting  of  a  writ  of  arrest  for 
holding  to  bail  any  person  about  to  quit  the 
colony  leaving  unsettled  a  claim  witnin  the 
ordinary  or  extended  jurisdiction  of  the  Court." 

Finally,  chere  was  the  new  power  given  in 
subsection  (j),  which,  he  believed,  was  added  in 
Committee  in  another  place.  It  'was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Ij.)  The  settlement  of  disputes  between  any 
bniloing  society  and  its  members,  where  the 
amount  involved  does  not  exceed  two  hundred 
pounds,  and  the  recovery  of  moneys  or  enforce- 
ment of  claims  by  or  against  any  building 
society,  and  all  other  matters  arising  under 
*  The  Building  Societies  Act,  1880,'  not  exceed- 
ing in  amount  or  value  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds." 

Section  81  gave  a  special  jurisdiction.  The 
first  part  gave  special  jurisdiction  in  partner- 
ship accounts.   Subsection  (6)  was  as  follows : — 

"  (6.)  The  recovery  of  any  pecuniary  compen- 
sation not  exceeding  two  hundred  pounds  for 
false  imprisonment  or  illegal  arrest,  or  for 
malicious  prosecution,  or  for  libel  or  slander, 
or  for  seduction,  or  for  breach  of  promise  of 
marriage." 

Then,  there  were  subsections  (c)  and  {d) : — 

*'  (c.)  The  recovery  of  a  specinc  or  pecuniary 
legacy  or  share  of  residue  not  exceeding  in 
value  or  amount  two  hundred  pounds,  where 
the  validity  of  the  bequest,  or  the  construction 
of  the  testamentary  dispositions  in  regard 
thereto,  is  not  disputed." 

"  (d.)  The  granting  and  dissolution  of  in- 
junctions to  prevent  irreparable  injury  to  pro- 
perty being  the  subject-matter  of  an  action 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  and  where 
the  value  of  such  property  does  not  exceed 
five  hundred  pounds,  or,  being  land,  where  the 
rental  thereof  does  not  exceed  two  hundred 
and  ten  pounds  per  annum." 

Finally,  they  were  allowed  to  exercise  all  the 
powers  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  under 
section  15  of  **The  Imprisonment  for  Debt 


Abolition  Aet,  1874,"  for  the  arrest  of  persons 
about  to  quit  the  colony.  The  remainder  o£ 
the  clause  was  as  follows : — 

**  The  Gh)vemor  may  from  time  to  time  ap- 
point a  Magistrate  to  exercise  special  juris- 
diction, in  addition  to  the  original  or  extended 
jurisdiction,  in  respect  of  all  or  one  or  more  of  ^ 
the  aforesaid  matters,  and  may  at  any  time- 
revoke  or  cancel  any  such  appointment  as  to 
any  or  all  the  aforesaid  matters,  and  on  suob 
revocation  or  cancellation  being  gazetted  the 
powers  conferred  by  such  appointments  shall 
cease  either  wholly  or  partially,  as  may  be  the 
case." 

That  was  the  manner  in  which  the  Act  was 
to  be  worked.  In  the  case  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  the  jurisdiction  was  retained  at  £20, 
and  they  had  the  right  to  sit  and  exercise 
jurisdiction  when  Magistrates  were  absent.  In 
no  case  could  they  exercise  jurisdiction  to  a 
larger  amount  than  he  had  stated.  They  could 
sit  on  the  bench  with  Magistrates.  Where  a 
question  of  title  arose,  clause  84  provided, — 

**  The  Court  shall  have  power  to  decide  the 
claim  which  it  is  the  immediate  object  of  the 
action  to  enforce;  but  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  thereon  shall  not  be  evidence  of  title 
between  the  parties  or  their  privies  in  any  other 
proceeding  in  that  or  any  other  Court." 

Writs  of  arrest  were  granted  to  Magistrates 
up  to  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  and  to 
Justices  of  the  Peace  up  to  the  extent  of  their 
jurisdiction.  Cases  were  to  be  heard  in  the 
Court  nearest  to  which  the  cause  of  action 
arose,  or  where  the  defendant  resided.  Affi- 
davits of  jurisdiction  were  abolished,  but  the 
Clerk  might  refuse  to  issue  a  summons  in  any 
case  where  he  thought  application  was  made 
to  the  wrong  Court.  In  places  more  than  ten 
miles  distant  from  any  Court  where  a  Clerk 
attended  continuously,  a  plaint-note  might  be 
sent  by  post  to  such  Clerk,  who  thereupon 
issued  a  summons  and  notified  the  plain tifi 
by  post  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  hearing 
of  the  case.  The  special  jurisdiction  as  to- 
Natives  in  civil  and  criminal  cases  was  omitted. 
That  was  the  Bill.  It  had  passed  through, 
another  place,  where  it  had  been  carefully 
considered,  and  certain  amendments  made  in 
it  which  honourable  gentlemen  would  see  in 
the  Bill.  He  believed  the  Bill  would  be  found 
an  exceedingly  useful  measure.  It  was  par- 
tially a  codification  of  the  existing  law  in  a 
simple  and  handy  form,  but  it  also  gave  con- 
siderably extended  powers  to  Magistrates.  The 
Magistrates'  Courts  of  the  colony,  by  universal 
admission,  did  their  work  well.  The  Magis- 
trates were  men  of  common-sense,  uprightness, 
and  industry.  Qoing  to  those  Courts  saved 
delay,  complication,  and  expense.  It  might  be 
said  that  by  giving  Magistrates  extended  juris- 
diction they  were  virtually  abolishing  trial  by 
jury  in  matters  up  to  the  value  of  £200.  Stilly, 
if  the  public  desired  to  trust  these  Courts  in 
such  eases,  he  thought  they  should  have  the 
righc  to  have  their  cases  heard  as  cheaply  and 
expeditiously  as  possible. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  hoped  the  Government  would 
be  able  to  put  this  Bill  and  the  Criminal  Codo^ 
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Bill  through  this  seseion.  They  had  heen  a 
long  while  before  Parliament.  He  thought 
this  Bill  was  something  like  eight  years  old, 
and  the  Criminal  Code  Bill  was  about  the  same 
age.  He  hoped  they  would  both  now  be  passed 
into  law.  He  believed  there  would  be  no  oppo- 
sition to  these  formal  legal  Bills ;  and  he  would 
suggest  that  they  might  also  take  the  Libel 
Bill  that  evening,  in  order  to  get  it  through  at 
the  same  time.  He  did  not  believe  there 
would  be  any  opposition  to  it  any  more  than 
to  the  other  Bills.  He  knew  that  one  honour- 
able member  had  said  that  he  was  going  to 
oppose  it,  but  he  was  not  present  that  evening. 
He  might  point  out  that  this  Bill  really  effected 
very  considerable  alteration  in  the  law,  and  he 
believed  it  would  tend  to  there  being  only  two 
classes  of  Courts  in  the  future — t£e  Magis- 
trate's Court  and  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
District  Court  would  practically  be  abolished 
if  this  Bill  came  into  force.  He  would  not  say 
more,  as  he  wished  to  see  the  Bills  proceed. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

CBIMINAL  CODE  BILL. 
Mr.  REEVES.— Sir,  the  remarks  I  have  to 
make  in  asking  the  House  to  read  this  Bill  a 
second  time  will  be  in  inverse  ratio  to  its  length 
and  importance.  If  it  were  a  Bill  which  was 
being  introduced  for  the  first  time  it  would  de- 
mand a  speech  of  a  very  exhaustive  character 
indeed ;  but  I  need  hardly  remind  honourable 
gentlemen  that  this  is  not  the  first  occasion  on 
which  we  have  seen  its  face  here.  In  another 
place  it  has  now  passed  six  times.  Six  times 
it  has  been  referred  to  the  Statutes  Revision 
Committee,  and  it  has  been  over  and  over 
again  revised  more  or  less,  lately,  I  think,  more 
here  than  elsewhere.  It  has  been  read  in  this 
House  a  second  time  three  times,  I  think,  but 
it  has  hitherto  always  failed  to  pass  through 
Committee.  When  the  Bill  was  originally  intro- 
duced exception  was  taken  to  certain  punish- 
ments provided  in  it.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
some  of  those  punishments  were  unduly  harsh, 
and  it  seemed  to  be  thought  by  honourable 
gentlemen  at  that  time  that  the  Bill  actually 
mflicted  fresh  punishments,  and  made  the  law 
more  rigorous  than  it  was  in  time  past.  The  Bill 
is  not  new,  therefore,  but  it  has  been  carefully 
revised  in  that  respect.  The  result  has  been 
such  that  I  have  authority  for  assuring  the 
House  that,  with  one  exception,  there  is  no 
new  punishment  introduced  in  it,  while  a  num- 
ber of  the  punishments  have  been  modified, 
and  in  no  case  are  the  punishments  stronger 
here  than  under  the  law  now  obtaining  in  New 
Zealand.  Therefore  I  think  the  individual  ob- 
jections raised  to  the  harshness  of  the  Bill  in 
former  sessions  will  fall  to  the  ground.  I  wish 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  one 
new  punishment  which  has  been  put  in.  In 
clause  184  it  provides  flogging  for  boys  wan- 
tonly endangering  passengers  by  railway.  Of 
course  it  will  be  easy  for  the  House,  when  the 
Bill  goes  into  Committee,  to  say  whether  that 
shall  be  retained  or  not.  But,  in  any  case,  it 
does  not  affect  the  general  character  of  the 
Bill,  and  is  a  matter  of  secondary  oonsidera- 
Sir  R.  Stout 


tion.  I  need  not  point  out  the  advisability  of 
our  criminal  law  being  codified  in  such  a  form 
that  it  shall  be  comprehended  by  the  people, 
or  by  any  intelligent  student.  I  need  not  re- 
hearse the  mass  of  Acts,  portions  of  Acts,  and 
Amendment  Acts  which  will  be  swept  off  the 
statute-book  if  this  Bill  passes.  I  need  not 
remind  honourable  gentlemen  of  the  scattered 
condition  of  the  law,  which  is  consolidated 
in  a  handy  form  in  this  Bill.  I  need  not  recall 
to  the  House  the  fact  that  there  is  no  legal 
student  of  any  note  in  the  Empire  who  does 
not  warmly  indorse  the  necessity  for  codifica- 
tion and  consolidation.  I  need  only  say,  there- 
fore, that,  large  as  the  Bill  is,  and  great  as  is 
the  pressure  of  work  thrown  upon  us,  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  measure  should  not  pass  this 
session  and  become  law,  with  very  little  dis- 
cussion. I  may  point  out  to  the  House  that 
this  Bill  has  been  printed  and  reprinted  and 
reprinted,  and  that  the  cost  to  the  country  of 

grinting  a  bulky  Bill  of  this  kind,  and  reprint- 
ig  it  again  and  again,  is  in  itself  no  very 
trifling  item,  and  on  that  small  ground  alone,  if 
there  is  really  no  objection  to  the  Bill,  and  if 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  it,  I  think  we 
might  just  as  well  pass  it  this  year  instead  of 
having  it  hanging  over  from  session  to  session 
as  it  has  been.  There  are  many  reasons  that 
may  be  urged  for  the  measure.  I  believe  that 
it  is  a  very  useful  Bill.  It  is  not  a  party  mea- 
sure in  any  sense.  There  is  no  par^  vote 
behind  it — there  are  no  threats  held  out  to 
honourable  gentlemen  who  will  or  will  not  vote 
for  it.  Nevertheless,  I  think  if  we  can  signalise 
this  session  by  putting  on  the  statute-book  a 
Bill  which  will  bring  home  to  all  persons  the 
exact  state  of  the  criminal  law,  it  will  prove  to 
be  not  the  least  noteworthy  work  of  the  session. 
With  these  few  words,  I  beg  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— It  is  not  my  intention  to 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  I  have  no  doubt  when  the 
Bill  gets  into  Committee  it  will  be  dealt  with 
clause  by  clause.  Now,  the  introducer  of  the 
Bill  has  made  a  statement  of  this  kind :  that 
no  new  punishment  is  included  in  this  Bill. 
The  newspapers  of  the  colony  have  criticized 
this  Bill  over  and  over  again. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  is  the  other  Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— What  other  Bill?  Why, 
Sir,  I  understood  this  was  the  Bill  introduced 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Tole,  when  Sir  Robert  Stoat 
was  Premier.  Of  course  it  may  be  altered  in  a 
few  details.  But  what  I  want  to  ask  is  this, 
and  I  ask  the  country  this  question  :  Why  are 
we  to  retain  punishments  in  this  Bill  which, 
I  think,  ought  to  be  struck  out  of  our  law  alto- 
gether ?  It  is  of  no  use  telling  the  people  of  the 
colony  that  these  punishments  have  obtained 
in  the  Home-country  for  years  and  years.  We 
want  to  get  rid  of  those  things,  and  what  we 
want  is  a  Bill  in  advance  of,  or  at  least  in  ac- 
cordance with,  the  age — not  the  musty  parch- 
ments and  precedents  which  we  have  embodied 
in  the  Bill.  What  we  want  is  something  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age ;  and  I 
defy  honourable  gentlemen,  when  we  oome  to 
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4eal  with  this  Bill  clause  by  clause,  if  there  is 
any  feeling  of  humanity  in  their  breasts,  to 
Approve  of  such  punishments.  I  appeal  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  when  he 
eomes  to  deal  with  the  Bill  clause  by  clause,  to 
lend  his  assistance  in  getting  those  obsolete 
punishments  struck  out.  We  all  know  that  he 
has  sympathy  with  the  people,  and  has  their 
cause  at  heart — or,  at  any  rate,  he  has  the 
credit  for  it.  I  ask  him,  therefore,  when  he 
comes  to  deal  with  the  Bill  clause  by  clause, 
whether  there  are  not  clauses  in  respect  of 
which  he  does  not  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  which  he 
owes  to  the  countiy  to  endeavour  to  have  them 
struck  out.  I  have  a  duty,  at  any  rate,  to  do 
to  those  who  sent  me  here,  and  I  am  going  to 
do  it  in  this  way :  by  trying  to  get  the  law 
ameliorated  in  certain  directions,  notwith- 
standing the  codification,  or  the  insinuations 
that  the  Bill  has  been  before  the  House  for 
the  last  ten  years. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  punishments  do  you 
object  to  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— When  we  come  to  deal  with 
the  Bill  clause  by  clause  I  will  tell  you. 

Mr.  REEVES.— You  do  not  know. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  — I  do  not  know  why  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  that.  He  has  not 
dealt  with  the  Bill  clause  by  clause.  Had  he 
dealt  with  it  clause  by  clause  I  should  have 
shown  those  to  which  I  object.  When  he  says 
I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  clauses  of 
the  Bill  I  must  object  to  that  statement.  I 
can  grasp  the  contents  of  the  Bill  and  deal 
vith  them  just  as  well  as  he  can.  I  do  not 
mean  from  a  scientific  or  literary  point  of  view, 
but  from  a  conmion-scnse 

An  Hon.  Membeb. and  comprehensive. 

^[r.  TAYLOR. — Yes,  from  a  common-sense 
«nd  comprehensive  point  of  view.  And  some- 
times the  dealing  with  the  matter  in  a  com- 
mon-sense and  comprehensive  point  of  view 
gets  over  all  this  little  '*fadding"  and  that 
kind  of  thing  that  we  notice  occasionally.  At 
any  rate,  Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  in  discussing  the  measure 
on  the  second  reading,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  I  shall  deal  with  the  Bill  clause  by  clause 
at  the  proper  time ;  and  when  we  come  to  one 
•or  two  clauses  I  shall  ask  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Inangahua  to  express  his  opinion  upon 
them,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  agree  that  we 
ought  to  strike  them  out. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— On  two  or  three  oc- 
casions when  Bills  with  a  similar  title  to  this 
one,  but  not  exactly  the  same  throughout,  have 
been  before  the  House,  I  have  pointed  out  that 
they  had  no  claim — as  this  one  has  no  claim 
— to  be  called  codification  measures,  but  that 
they  were  rather  consolidating  Bills.  How- 
ever, we  will  not  quarrel  about  names,  and  as 
a  consolidation  measure  I  think  this  Bill  will 
be  very  useful.  But  it  would  be  vain  to  ex- 
pect that  the  Bill  which  the  Government  now 
introduces  to  the  House  is  going  to  pass  through 
as  a  matter  of  course.  The  Criminal  Code  Bill 
of  last  session  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  House,  and  reported  upon ;  and  I  find  that 
a  great  many— as  far  as  I  can  see,  the  majority 


—of  the  amendments  proposed  by  that  Com- 
mittee  have  been  ignored  by  the  Government 
this  year.  If  that  is  the  treatment  the  Go- 
vernment are  going  to  deal  out  to  the  House 
through  its  Committee,  who  went  carefully 
through  the  Bill,  they  will  find  they  are  not 
facilitating  the  passage  of  this  measure.  I 
should  like  to  point  out,  though  not  in  detail, 
some  of  the  amendments  which  have  been 
ignored.  The  amendment  in  clause  112  is  so 
treated.  The  amendments  in  clauses  114  and 
115  of  the  Bill  of  last  session  are  also  among 
those  which  have  been  ignored.  Clause  177  of 
the  Bill  was  struck  out  by  the  Committee  last 
year,  and  it  appears  here  again, — creating  a 
new  offence.  I  say  it  is  shameful  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  ask  this  House  to  pass  such  a 
clause.  And  there  is  another  amendment  in 
the  5th  subsection  of  clafise  108  which  has  also 
been  ignored.  The  proposed  changes  appear 
to  me,  with  other  indications  in  the  legislation 
of  this  House,  to  show  that  there  is  a  disposi- 
tion to  deal  more  harshly  with  women  than 
has  ever  been  done  before.  A  most  ungenerous 
and  unmanly  spirit  has  actuated  the  framers 
of  this  measure  in  that  direction.  There  is 
also  a  clause  inserted  here  which  I  pointed 
out  two  years  ago  as  one  which  would  be  a 
disgrace  to  any  Bill  brought  down  by  a  Go- 
vernment calling  itself  Liberal  or  what  not. 
It  is  a  clipping  from  the  Irish  Coercion  Act. 
There  is  no  similar  provision  in  the  law  of  any 
other  Legislature  of  the  world.  Even  in  Great 
Britain  it  was  only  introduced  for  special  cases. 
At  aU  events,  the  Conservative  Government 
of  Lord  Salisbury  recalled  the  Proclamation 
which  brought  that  Act  into  operation  over 
the  most  of  the  counties  where  it  was  put  in 
force  in  Ireland,  and  the  Gladstone  Govern- 
ment has  since  recalled  the  Proclamation 
from  all  parts  of  Ireland.  I  refer  to  clause 
845.  It  provides  that  any  single  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  if  he  suspects  a  crime  has  been 
committed  for  which  a  person  would  be  liable 
for  arrest,  may  summon  the  suspected  person 
before  him,  and  may  require  him  to  give  evi- 
dence on  oath  in  private — a  Star  Chamber 
inquiry,  in  fact,  as  it  was  called,  appropri- 
ately enough,  in  Ireland — under  penalties  such 
as  follow  when  any  witness  refuses  to  answer 
questions  put  to  him.  This  is  a  clause  which, 
I  should  say,  would  in  itself  be  sufficient 
reason  for  this  Bill  being  thrown  under  the 
table.  The  charge  that  the  clause  is  a  clip- 
ping from  the  Coercion  Act  of  Ireland  was 
challenged  before ;  but  it  may  be  seen,  at  any 
rate,  that  it  is  of  foreign  extraction  if  honour- 
able members  will  look  at  the  First  Schedule, 
in  the  heading  to  which  will  be  found  these 

words:  "County  of " — a  form  which,  of 

course,  is  quite  unnatural  to  any  proceeding 
in  this  colony.  This  indicates  the  origin  of 
the  clause.  I  say.  Sir,  that,  if  the  Government 
are  going  to  Ignore  the  work  of  a  Committee 
of  this  House  in  dealing  with  a  large  measure 
of  til  is  kind,  they  may  abandon  any  hope  of 
efiecting  tlie  passage  of  such  a  measure  this 
session.  As  to  the  general  tendency,  in  the 
way  of  convenience,  of  a  measure  of  this  kind» 
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I  agree  that  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  pass. 
But  it  must  Dot  be  in  the  direction  of  making 
the  law  more  harsh. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  could  not  be  expected 
that  in  a  consolidation  of  the  criminal  law 
there  may  not  be  a  good  many  things  which  we 
require  to  discuss;  but  I  submit  that  there 
are  very  few  points  which  really  require  dis- 
cussion, because  what  is  contained  in  this  Bill 
has  been  the  law  for  many  years,  and  it  is  not 
dealing  differently  with  it.  As  for  some  of  the 
sections  pointed  out  b^  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara,  I  will  just  take  section  177.  I 
do  not  know  why  infanticide  ought  not  to  be 
prevented,  and  this  provision  only  aims  at  the 
prevention  of  infanticide.  I  submit,  there- 
fore, that  it  is  not  making  the  law  harsh  as 
against  women  to  provide  against  such  an 
offence,  for  this  is  wRat  it  does,  and  nothing 
more.  It  only  provides  punishment  when  the 
woman  who  is  about  to  be  delivered  does  not 
take  proper  care  to  have  assistance  rendered  so 
that  the  child  shall  not  die.  The  only  clause 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  can  hang  any- 
thing on  is  that  which  may  be  termed  the 
*'  suspect "  clause.  I  admit  that  it  goes  further 
than  the  existing  law,  and  I  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  suggestion  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  would  suggest  that  the  House,  as  I 
believe  has  been  done  previously — I  know  it 
was  done  in  the  session  of  1882— should  con- 
sent to  commit  the  Bill  on  all  new  clauses — 
that  is,  on  all  alterations  of  the  present  law, 
and  on  any  other  sections  that  any  member  of 
the  House  may  name ;  but  that,  otherwise,  the 
Bill  shall  be  deemed  to  be  passed.  That  was 
what  was  done  in  the  consolidating  measures  o'f 
1881  and  of  other  sessions.  Unless  you  do  that 
it  will  be  impossible  to  get  the  BUI  through. 
It  would  be  absurd  to  ask  the  House  to  take 
each  section  of  such  a  very  large  Bill  as  this, 
as  it  would  take  a  week  or  more  to  get  it 
through.  But  if  the  House  passes  a  resolution 
to  debate  sections  that  are  new,  and  any  ad- 
ditional ones  that  honourable  members  wish  to 
draw  attention  to,  I  believe  there  will  be  quite 
time  to  pass  the  Bill  this  year.  I  believe  it  is 
very  necessary  to  so  carry  this  codification  out 
as  to  put  our  criminal  law  in  a  better  state. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  think  the  memory  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  which  is 
generally  of  a  superlatively  good  character,  has 
failed  him  on  tMs  occasion.  I  was  a  member 
of  this  House  when  he  was  Premier,  and  he 
brought  down  this  Bill  and  proposed  exaotly 
the  same  "  little  game  " — that  the  House  should 
consider  certain  clauses,  and  pass  the  rest  en 
bloc.  This  was  agreed  to  by  some  honourable 
members,  but  Sir  Qeorge  Grey  proposed  to  con- 
sider every  clause,  from  the  1st  to  the  407th. 
It  is  quite  within  the  province  of  any  one  else 
to  propose  exactly  the  same  thing,  and  I  hope 
that  the  House,  when  considering  the  Bill,  will 
go  much  more  carefully  into  it  than  merely 
considering  certain  clauses.  I  agree  with  the 
konourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  City  that 
there  is  a  very  great  deal  of  hard  Draoonian 
punishment  in  the  Bill,  and  it  is  high  time 
that  many  of  these  punishments  were  out 
Mr,  O.  Hutchiscn 


down  to  half  or  a  quarter  of  what  they  are.  li 
is  quite  true  that  they  have  been  in  existenoa 
for  a  great  many  years;  but  we  are  elected 
to  this  House  for  the  purpose  of  amending  and 
improving  the  law,  and  I,  for  one,  hope  the* 
House  will  not  pass  any  resolution  of  the  kind 
suggested,  and  that,  even  if  it  does  occupy  some- 
extra  time,  the  House  will  not  shirk  its  duty, 
but  will  carefully  consider  the  Bill,  and  out 
down  many  of  the  severer  punishments  in  it. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Sir,  I  have  watched  this  Bill 
with  oonsiderable  interest  during  the  whole 
ourrenoy  of  this  Parliament.  In  1691  the 
House  declined  to  deal  with  the  Bill  as  then 
printed,  and  last  year,  when  it  came  down  to  oa 
from  another  place,  it  was  submitted  to  a  Gom- 
mittee,  many  of  whom  were  supposed  to  be 
experts,  and  they  spent  a  large  amount  of  time 
and  a  great  amount  of  trouble  in  going  care« 
fully  through  the  Bill  clause  by  clause,  and 
effected  considerable  improvement  in  it,  espe- 
cially in  the  reduction  of  punishments;  for 
many  of  the  punishments  in  the  Bill  as  it 
reached  us  at  that  time  were  the  judicial  sur- 
vivals of  a  barbarous  past.  I  am  surprised  to 
find  that  the  Government  have  this  session 
adopted  the  extraordinary  course  of  taking  the 
Bill  as  it  comes  from  another  place,  exclud- 
ing all  the  amendments  and  improvements 
effected  in  the  Bill  by  the  Gommittee  of  the 
House  last  session,  and  that  they  propose  to 
pass  it  in  this  form. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— I  beg  your  pardon :  that  is 
not  the  case. 

Mr.  TANNER.— I  am  a  member  of  the  Joint 
Statutes  Revision  Gommittee,  and  on  that 
Gommittee  I  was  informed  that  the  Upper 
House  took  the  Bill  precisely  as  it  left  them 
last  year.  This  Bill  is  an  unrevised  Bill, 
and,  if  a  division  should  be  taken  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  we  shall  proceed  with  it  at  aU 
before  it  is  revised  by  a  Gonunittee  of  tbia 
House,  I  shall  most  certainly  vote  against  its 
being  dealt  with  at  present.  I  feel,  as  I  turn 
over  the  Bill  and  go  over  it  clause  by  clause, 
that  many  of  the  punishments  contained  in  it 
are  simply  a  disgrace  to  any  civilised  State. 
They  are  punishments  which  were  fixed  in  the 
the  reigns  of  the  Georges ;  some  of  them  date 
even  further  back,  to  a  time  when  the  liberty 
of  the  subject — and,  by  the  way,  there  are  many 
honourable  gentlemen  here  who  profess  to  be 
highly  interested  in  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
and  whose  sympathy  I  claim — was  very  little 
understood  and  even  less  regarded.  I  think 
the  House  will  not  be  doing  its  duty  unless 
it  appoints,  even  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  a  proper  and  competent  Committee  to 
go  through  the  Bill  clause  by  clause. 

Mr.  FERGUS.  — Sir,  we  are  playing  the 
same  old  game  again,  the  very  same  old  game. 
This  measure  is  one  which  has  passed  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  several  times.  It  is 
not  enacting,  so  far  as  I  can  understand,  any- 
thing fresh;  it  is  simply  a  codification  of  the 
law.  Indeed,  the  honourSfble  gentleman  and 
those  who  agree  with  him  are,  by  the  actioa 
they  propose  to  take,  preventing  any  amend- 
ment from  being  made  ia  oar  criminal  law 
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ihis  session.  Evezything  he  has  said  ahont 
this  measure— he  has  picked  oat  two  or  three 
danses — applies  to  the  existing  law,  for  eveiy- 
thing  in  this  Act,  as  I  understand  it  at  present, 
is  on  the  statute-book  now. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No,  certainly  not. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Then,  I  say  that  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  suggesced  is 
the  proper  course  to  follow.  Let  everything 
that  is  new  to  the  law  be  discussed  by  the 
House ;  but  pass  this  Bill  as  it  stands  to  codify 
the  law,  and  if  there  is  found  to  be  anything 
which  requires  remedy — as  I  dare  say  there  is — 
by  aJl  means  let  it  be  amended  by  a  separate 
Bill.  There  could  be  nothing  worse  than  the 
position  our  criminal  law  is  in  at  present. 
Yetj  few  of  those  on  the  Bench— the  great  un- 

5 aid,  and,  indeed,  I  might  say,  the  stipendiary 
lagistrates — know  veiy  much  about  our  crimi- 
nal law.  The  honourable  member  for  Heathcote 
objects  to  a  great  many  of  the  clauses  in  the 
Bill.  Well,  it  is  for  him  to  bring  pressure  to 
bear  upon  the  Government  to  alter  what  he 
considers  wrong;  but  it  is  time  we  brought 
our  criminal  law  into  something  like  under- 
Btandable  shape.  I  shall,  with  very  great 
pleasure,  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— Sir,  it  can  hardly  be  said 
that  this  Bill  has  not  been  revised  since  it 
came  up  last  year.  It  has  been  reconsidered 
by  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  and  every 
amendment  proposed  to  be  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee last  year  was  very  carefully  considered 
by  the  present  Committee.  In  some  cases  they 
adopted  the  amendments,  in  others  they  re- 
jected them.  However,  if  honourable  mem- 
bers wish  to  make  amendments  in  the  Bill 
their  opportunity  is  to  pass  its  second  read- 
ing, and  get  the  Bill  into  Committee ;  they  will 
then  have  some  chance  of  making  amend- 
ments. But  if  we  wish  to  have  an  argument 
in  favour  of  passing  the  Bill  we  have  onlv  to 
look  at  the  Third  Schedule.  It  contains  three 
pages  of  repeals,  and  to  tell  me  that  it  is  not 
a  judicious  action  to  get  rid  of  statutes  that 
tajce  up  three  pages  in  this  schedule  here  seems 
to  be  perfectly  unreasonable.  There  have  been 
arguments  against  excessive  punishments.  It 
seems  to  me  there  are  some  who  would  ven- 
ture to  go  in  the  direction  of  doing  away  with 
punishments  altogether.  That  seems  to  be 
the  tendency  nowadays.  Let  us  have  no  law 
at  all ;  license— that  is  what  is  wanted.  But 
we  must  have  some  punishment,  or  the  law 
vriil  be  to  no  purpose.  I  hope  the  Bill  will 
go  into  Committee, — where  reasonable  amend- 
ments may  be  made,— so  that  we  may  get  on 
our  statute-book  a  much-needed  measure. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  sUbuld  not  have  risen  to 
speak  on  the  Bill  at  this  stage — ^because  I 
intend  to  speak  on  the  third  reading,  but  wish 
the  Bill  to  get  into  Committee  with  a  view  of 
making  amendments  in  Committee — had  it 
not  been  for  some  remarks  that  have  fallen 
from  some  honourable  members.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wakatipn  has  stated  that 
tills  is  only  a  oodiflcation  measure.  If  he  had 
lead  the  BUI  at  all  he  would  have  seen  that 
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this  statement  of  his  does  not  accord  with 
fact,  as  this  Bill  sets  up  the  machinery  for-^ 
makes  provision  for — a  Criminal  Court  of  Ap* 
peal,  and  no  such  Court  is  now  in  existence 
m  the  colony,  though  urgently  needed.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  should  have 
known,  therefore,  that  this  is  not  a  eodifi- 
cation  measure.  I  only  mention  this  one  in- 
stance, of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Appeal,  to  show 
him  that  this  Bill  is  not  a  oodinoation  mea- 
sure, but  that  it  introduces  new  matter.  The 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  said  that  there 
are  three  pages  of  repeals,  and  therefore  this 
would  be  a  very  good  Bill.  If  it  were  a 
codifying  measure  pure  and  simple,  his  argu- 
ment would  have  been  a  legitimate  one.  But 
it  ffoes  into  new  matter,  and  if  we  committed 
only  the  new  clauses  we  should  commit  mora 
than  a  quarter  of  the  whole  Bill.  In  regard  to 
what  the  honourable  member  for  Heathcote 
said,  I  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  that 
went  into  the  Bill  last  year,  and  we  spent  a  great 
deal  of  time  over  it ;  we  spent  days  and  days 
over  it ;  and,  after  duly  considering  it,  eertain 
clauses  were  struck  out  and  certain  others  were 
inserted.  Strange  to  say,  I  was  not  on  the 
Committee  this  year,  but  I  did  hear  that  this 
year's  Committee  decided  they  would  tal[e  up 
none  of  the  amendments  passed  by  us  last 
year.  Why  I  was  kept  off  the  Committee  thi» 
year  I  do  not  know,  but,  suffice  it  to  say,  I  was 
not  put  on  the  Committee ;  and,  I  believe,  all 
who  were  on  the  Committee  last  year  were 
kept  oft  this  year.  We  struck  out  certain 
clauses  last  year;  and  then  certain  clauses 
were  struck  out  in  the  House,  such  as  clause 
177,  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara.  But  that  clause  was  again  put 
in  this  year.  Then,  clause  879  was  struck  out 
last  year,  after  a  deliberation  of  many  days. 
It  is  a  provision  from  the  French  criminal  law, 
and  I  do  not  like  any  alteration  from  the 
British  law  at  the  present  time  founded  on  our 
old  maxim  that "  A  man  is  assumed  to  be  inno- 
cent until  he  is  proved  guilty."  If  you  follow 
this  Bill,  a  man's  guilt  is  assumed  unless  he 
proves  his  innocence.  By  clause  177,  in  regard- 
to  females,  they  are  assumed  to  be  guilty 
unless  they  can  prove  their  own  innocence. 
This  is  a  perversion  of  the  British  law  alto- 
gether. If  I  were  to  go  into  all  the  clauses 
it  would  take  too  long,  and  I  should  occupy  a 
large  amount  of  the  time  of  the  House.  I  do 
not  want  to  delay  the  measure,  so  I  wiU 
reserve  all  my  remarks  and  T)bi'ections  till  the 
Bill  gets  into  Committee,  and  then  I  will  move 
amendments,  state  my  objections  seriatim,  and 
endeavour  to  make  this  into  a  good  and  useful 
Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— ^ir,  I  am  pleased  at  the  re- 
ception this  BiU  has  met  with  this  session, 
and  it  is  necessary  that  some  explanation 
should  be  given  to  honourable  members,  and 
to  those  members  who  were  on  the  Commit- 
tee last  year,  and  who  paid  great  attention 
and  devoted  a  considerable  amount  of  time, 
and  whose  work  was  valuable.  And  I  wish 
them  to  understand  that  this  Bill  has  been 
through  another  place,  and  that  it  has  been 
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before  the  Statutes  Bevision  Committee,  and, 
as  stated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce, 
the  amendments  proposed  last  year  were  con- 
sidered by  the  Gonmiittee,  and  some  of  them 
have  been  adopted.  But  my  colleague  is  of 
the  same  opinion  as  I  am,  that  there  are  many 
provisions  in  this  Bill  we  should  be  very  sorry 
to  see  continued  as  the  law;  and  where  the 

Sunishments  are  drastic  and  severe  we  should  be 
oing  our  duty  to  the  country  and  to  the  Legis- 
lature in  giving  an  opportunity  to  honourable 
members  to  amend  the  law,  and  make  the 
punishments  less  severe.  And  it  is  with  this 
object  in  view  that  my  colleague,  the  Minister 
of  Justice,  has  introduced  the  Bill.  As  to 
the  views  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waito- 
tara  and  the  honourable  gentleman  who  last 
spoke,  the  Gk)vernment  ate  most  willing  and 
anxious  to  meet  what  they  desire;  and  that, 
I  think,  could  be  done  in  this  way :  instead  of 
committing  the  Bill,  to  commit  all  the  clauses 
containing  new  matter,  and,  in  addition,  any 
clauses  in  the  measure  in  which  amendment 
was  moved  by  the  Committee  last  year,  and 
in  which,  no  doubt,  they  would  like  amend- 
ment to  be  made  again,  so  as  to  give  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  reviewing  them.  I 
will  go  further  than  that,  and  I  would  say 
that,  if  there  is  any  clause  that  any  member 
of  the  House  feels  strongly  upon,  I  would  ask 
that  tlmt  clause  should  also  be  committed, 
imd  the  Government  would  liberally  meet  any 
demand  of  that  kind.  We  will  commit  the  Bill 
on  Wednesday  or  Thursday.  We  do  not  vmh 
to  rush  this  Bill  through.  I  desire  that  to  be 
dearly  understood*  We  wish  to  give  honour- 
able members  every  opportunity  of  considering 
it ;  but  we  do  say  that,  as  the  law  stands,  con- 
eidering  the  statutes  that  have  to  be  repealed, 
and  the  laws  of  the  Old  Country  that  are  in 
force  in  New  Zealand,  and  which  the  Bill  before 
ns  deals  with,  the  time  has  come  when  the 
criminal  law  should  be  consolidated,  and  be  so 
put  before  the  people  that  they  can  understand 
it.    This  Bill,  if  passed,  will  have  that  effect. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— I  desire  your  ruling,  Sir,  on 
a  point  that  has  arisen  through  the  remarks  of 
the  Premier.  Am  I  to  understand  that  it  is 
competent  for  this  House  to  refer  this  Bill  to  a 
Committee  with  the  understanding  that  certain 
clauses,  containing  new  matter,  and  to  which 
amendments  are  not  proposed,  shall  pass  at 
once  ?  I  find  in  the  Standing  Orders  a  previa 
sion  dealing  with  that  question,  and  I  should 
like  to  have  your  direction  on  the  point. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Standing  Order  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  no  doubt  re- 
fers is  Standing  Order  No.  306,  which  reads  as 
follows : — 

'*  Bills  consolidated  by  the  Commissioners 
for  the  Revision  of  the  Statutes,  having  been 
committed  to  and  reported  on  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, shall  not,  except  with  regard  to  any 
alterations  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  existing 
law,  or  specific  clauses  remitted  by  the  House 
for  consideration  in  Committee,  be  conunitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House." 

In  anticipation  of  this  question  possibly 
axising,  I  made  inquiry,  and  was  informed  on 
Mr.  Seddon 


the  best  authority  that  this  Bill  was  originally 
prepared  by  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee. 
Whether  the  Standing  Order  is  imperatiye  and 
operative  as  regards  this  present  Bill,  after  a 
lapse  of  some  years,  is  perhaps  open  to  doubt, 
and  had  we  only  this  to  rely  upon  I  should 
have  been  disposed  to  ask  the  House  to  ex- 
press its  pleasure  upon  that  point.  But  there 
IS  a  precedent  in  this  matter.  It  was  quoted 
just  now,  and  occurred  during  the  time  that  I 
have  occupied  a  seat  in  the  House— in  1882, 
I  think,  during  the  Speakership  of  my  prede- 
cessor. It  was  allowed  to  be  proposed  from 
the  Chair  that  certain  clauses — clauses  named 
by  number — should  be  remitted  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  House,  to  which  were  remitted,  also 
by  number,  certsbin  other  clauses  which  were 
desired  to  be  committed  by  various  honourable 
members,  and  no  doubt  only  those  clauses  would 
at  that  period  have  gone  to  the  Committee  but 
for  the  fact  that  Sir  George  Grey  proposed  to 
include  all  the  other  clauses.  That  proposition 
was  carried,  so  that  the  original  intention  could 
not  be  given  effect  to.  But  there  is  clearly  this 
precedent :  that  my  predecessor  was  prepared 
to  accept,  and  did  accept,  a  proposal  that  cer- 
tain particular  clauses  only  should  be  remitted 
to  the  Committee.^  There  being  that  precedent, 
I  should  see  my  way  to  accept  a  similar  rcBO- 
lution — ^that  certain  clauses  be  remitted  to  the 
Committee— these  clauses  being  those  specified 
by  the  Government  or  by  other  members  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— I  understand.  Sir,  you  rule 
that,  this  Bill  having  been  reported  on  by  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  House,  it  is  competent 
now  for  the  Government  to  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  a  Conmiittee  to  consider  certain 
clauses,  and  that  the  other  clauses,  if  the  House 
agrees  to  the  motion  of  the  Gk>yemment,  go  as 
a  matter  of  course ;  but  it  is  still  competent 
for  any  individual  member  to  move,  and  for 
the  House  to  order,  that  other  clauses  of  the 
Bill  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes ;  certainly. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS. — I  am  very  much  pleased 
to  see  that  the  Government  have  brought  this 
Bill  before  the  House,  and  I  trust  that  the 
second  reading  will  be  carried  and  the  Bill 
conmiitted.  If  there  were  no  other  provision 
in  the  Bill  than  that  providing  for  a  Court  of 
Criminal  Appeal,  I  would  do  everything  I 
possibly  could  to  get  it  through  the  House. 

Mr.  HOGG.— I  exceedingly  regret  the  large 
amount  of  costs  that  have  been  incurred  in 
printing  and  reprinting  this  Bill ;  but  I  think. 
Sir,  if  considerable  expense  has  been  incurred 
in  this  matter,  it  is  not  altogether  the  fault  of 
this  House.  The  provilions  of  the  Bill  that  was 
submitted  to  this  Parliament  originally  were 
such  as  elicited  my  heartiest  condemnation; 
and  I  regret  yery  much  to  say  that,  although 
some  of  the  features  of  the  Bill  haye  been 
altered,  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  step  in  adyanoe 
that  we,  as  an  enlightened  community,  ought 
to  expect  at  the  hands  of  Ministers.  The  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  are  wide  and  elastio,  and,  it 
may  be  said,  sharp  as  an  eagle's  talons  and 
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savage  as  an  untamed  wild  beast.  There  are 
no  less  than  429  clauses,  representing  a  most 
extraordinary  category  of  crimes  of  difierenfc 
kinds.  Now,  the  Bill,  in  my  opinion,  in 
some  places  at  all  events,  is  simply  saturated 
with  blood.  It  aims  throughout  at  che  depri- 
vation of  human  liberty,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is  in  keeping  with  modem  ideas  as  to  the 
treatment  of  criminals  and  the  treatment  of 
crime.  This  Bill  deals  with  what  are  called 
religious  and  moral  offences,  and  matters  of 
a  graver  nature;  but,  after  a  cursory  view  of 
the  Bill, — I  admit  I  have  not  examined  many 
of  its  clauses;  I  have  merely  glanced  over 
some  of  them, — I  find  there  are  really  no  radi- 
cal reforms.  You  will  find  clause  after  clause 
containing  such  punishments  for  crimes  of 
varying  magnitude  as  imprisonment  for  three, 
seven,  and  fourteen  years;  imprisonment  for 
life ;  flogging,  whipping,  and  so  on.  Now,  I 
should  like  to  see  something  like  rational  treat- 
ment substituted  for  irrational  punishment. 
When  we  come  to  look  at  the  whole  system  of 
dealing  with  criminals,  what  do  we  find  ?  A 
hideous  travesty  of  justice.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  many  of  the  criminal  classes  are 
what  are  termed  **  anti-socialists."  They  look 
upon  society  as  their  natural  enemy ;  they  are 
at  war  with  every  one.  But  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  long  terms  of  imprisonment,  in 
any  cases  whatever,  have  been  known  to  alter 
the  character  of  these  individuals.  Again,  the 
old  criminal  offender,  the  habitual  offender, 
becomes  so  case-hardened  that  imprisonment 
is  no  punishment  whatever  to  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  class  of  offenders  I  now  refer  to — 
the  prison  is  simply  a  house  of  refuge.  Many 
of  them  go  there  for  the  winter,  to  recuperate, 
and  are  then  prepared  for  a  fresh  outbreak  upon 
society.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  once  an 
individual,  whether  man  or  woman,  has  been 
converted  into  a  habitual  criminal,  that  in- 
dividual is  just  as  difficult  to  reform  as  a  wild 
besbst  is  to  tame.  This  class  are  safe  as  long  as 
they  are  within  the  prison  walls,  but  directly 
they  are  liberated  they  prey  upon  society  again. 
What  I  maintain  is  this :  that,  instead  of  sen- 
tencing men  and  women,  for  various  offences, 
to  a  specified  term  of  imprisonment,  if  they 
are  to  be  imprisoned  at  all  they  should  be 
allowed  to  work  out  their  redemption.  The 
term  that  they  are  compelled  to  serve  should 
be  entirely  measured  by  their  conduct.  That 
would  be  something  like  rational  treatment. 
Then,  Sir,  let  us  turn  our  attention  to  our 
Courts  of  law.  We  call  them  Courts  of  justice ; 
but  do  they  really  deserve  the  appellation  ? 
Why,  the  whole  system  is  a  barbarous  relic 
handed  down  from  the  dark  ages.  We  see 
there  a  masquerade.  If  you  enter  a  Supreme 
Court,  what  do  you  behold  ?  A  gentleman  pre- 
siding, and  members  of  the  Bar,  dressed  in 
their  wigs  and  gowns,  like  so  many  actors  on 
the  stage — simply  a  burlesque.  It  may  be  said 
that  I  am  speaking  in  an  outrageous  manner  of 
things  that  ought  to  be  held  in  public  respect ; 
but,  Sir,  we  have  gone  beyond  those  things.  I 
say,  society  is  advancing  beyond  this  kind  of 
burlesque ;  and  I  say  this  without  hesitation : 


that  this  system  we  have  of  making  a  perio- 
dical masquerade  of  justice  is  more  for  the 
benefit  of  those  to  whom  the  criminal  is  really 
a  friend  in  disguise  than  for  the  benefit  of 
society.  A  huge  expenditure  at  the  expense  of 
the  law-abiding  citizen  is  incurred  in  main- 
taining what  I  call  neither  more  nor  less  than 
a  monstrous  system.  Look  at  what  happens 
in  the  case  of  a  man  who  is  sent  to  gaol. 
Who  suffers  ?  Is  it  the  individual  that  is  im- 
prisoned ?  I  say  it  is  not.  As  a  rule  it  is  the 
relatives  of  criminals  who  suffer.  If  they  are 
married  men,  it  is  their  wives  and  families 
who  suffer  in  the  first  instance.  And,  in 
reality,  the  whole  community  suffers,  because 
we  know  very  well  that  gaol  labour  is  unpro- 
ductive. We  well  know  that  large  sums  of 
money — many  scores  of  thousands  of  pounds — 
are  spent  in  the  maintenance  of  these  prisons 
and  the  maintenance  of  these  criminals.  What 
I  should  like  to  see  would  be  a  measure  devised 
by  which  prison  labour  could  be  made  repro- 
ductive. If  once  prison  labour  were  made 
reproductive  it  would  go  very  far  towards 
solving  the  problem  of  dealing  with  criminals, 
and  we  should  then  have  very  few  criminals. 
If  a  man  who  committed  a  crime  knew  he 
would  have  to  make  good  the  amount  of  his 
dishonesty — that  he  would  have  to  repair  the 
wounds  he  had  inflicted  on  society,  no  mat- 
ter whether  those  wounds  were  against  the  per- 
son or  against  property — we  should  have  very 
few  criminals.  A  man  might  lapse  into  crime 
once,  but  he  would  not  care  to  go  into  it  the 
second  time.  But  our  criminal  has  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that,  when  he  is  being 
punished  by  society,  as  a  rule  he  is  punishing 
society  in  return ;  and  he  has  the  best  of  the 
bargain.  That  is  the  reason  we  have  criminals 
existing  amongst  us  so  numerously.  But  there 
is  one  feature  in  this  Bill  of  which  I  very 
highly  approve.  I  notice  it  makes  provision 
for  a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal.  A  few  days 
ago  I  endeavoured  to  say  a  few  words  in  con- 
nection with  a  case  that  was  tried  some  years 
ago  in  the  City  of  Wellington,  but  unfortu- 
nately I  had  only  a  few  minutes  at  my  disposal. 
I  will  again  briefly  allude  to  that  case,  be- 
cause it  shows  the  necessity,  in  my  opinion, 
for  a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal.  I  am  referring 
now  to  the  case  of  Chemis,  who  is  suffering 
imprisonment  for  life.  I  believe  if  ever  there 
was  a  case  in  any  country  that  wanted  recon- 
sideration it  is  the  case  of  this  unfortunate 
man.  It  may  be  that  I  am  wrong  in  my  opin- 
ion, bub  I  never  believed  that  man  was  guilty, 
and  I  now  believe  him  to  be  perfectly  innocent 
of  the  crime  for  which  he  is  suffering.  It  may 
be  that  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
— I  am  sorry  he  is  not  in  his  seat  now — is  right 
and  I  am  wrong ;  but,  whether  I  am  right  or 
wrong,  I  will  say  that,  knowing  the  circum- 
stances that  occurred  at  that  man's  trial,  he 
did  not  have  the  trial  that  a  man  whose  life  and 
liberty  were  at  stake  ought  to  have  had.  He 
did  not  receive  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  prin- 
cipal tribunal  of  this  country.  He  had  odds 
against  him  of  an  overwhelming  character. 
Now,  what  were  the  facts  of  this  case  ?    I  only 
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intend  to  allude  to  them  very  briefly,  just  to 
Bhow  the  number  of  links  in  the  chain  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  which  were  brought  for- 
ward to  j^roclaim  his  guilt,  but  really  pro- 
claimed his  innocence.  In  the  first  place,  it 
was  alleged  against  the  man  that  he  was  a 
foreigner — an  Italian — consequently  he  was 
likely  to  be  a  man  of  a  bloodthirsty  character. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  would  ask,  as  a  pomt  of 
order,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  can  discuss 
this  case. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  appeared  to  me  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  only  made  an  allu- 
sion to  illustrate  his  argument.  He  would  not 
be  justified  in  going  into  the  full  details  of  the 
merits  of  the  Ohemis  case. 

Mr.  HOGG.— I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  Sir, 
for  giving  me  the  little  latitude  which  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Inangahua, 
with  his  love  of  justice,  would  withhold. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
should  not  speak  in  a  disparaging  way  of 
another  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  HOGG.— I  am  simply  saying.  Sir,  that, 
in  my  opinion,  that  unfortunate  man  did  not 
receive  a  fair  trial.  I  am  not  going  to  take  up 
many  minutes  in  referring  to  this  case;  it  is 
simply  by  way  of  illustration. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
may  simply  cite  the  case  as  one  which,  in  his 
opinion,  justifies  a  certain  clause. 

Mr.  HOGG. — I  will  simply  cite  the  case  as 
one  which  calls  for  a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal ; 
and,  in  doing  so,  without  referring  at  all  to 
the  evidence  or  merits,  I  would  point  out  this 
simple  fact :  that  the  unfortunate  barrister  who 
defended  this  man  was  absolutely  dying  of 
typhoid  fever  at  the  time  that  the  case  was 
proceeding :  I  think  I  may  be  permitted  to  go 
so  far  as  to  mention  that.  If  for  no  other 
reason  than  this,  a  provision  should  be  made 
in  this  Bill  for  a  Court  of  Appeal.  Possibly  an 
irredeemable  wrong  may  be  prevented  through 
the  establishment  of  such  a  tribunal.  I  say 
that  the  Bill  commends  itself,  at  all  events,  to 
our  attention ;  but  it  is  not  the  radical  reform 
I  should  have  liked,  or  should  have  expected. 
And  I  consider  it  only  the  introductory  step  to 
something  of  a  very  different  character.  In 
the  meantime,  I  hope  it  will  be  duly  considered 
in  Committee ;  and,  although  it  is  more  of  a 
consolidating  character  than  anything  else,  I 
trust  it  is  simply  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge, 
and  that  before  long,  through  the  pressure  of  an 
educated  public  opinion,  the  Government  will 
be  compelled  to  deal  with  this  grave  question 
in  a  very  different  way  from  what  they  are 
endeavouring  to  do  now. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  rise  to  speak 
upon  the  Bill  as  a  whole,  because  I  do  not 
think  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  If  we  are  to  do 
our  duty  with  this  Bill  we  must  go  over  it 
clause  by  clause.  It  is  not  a  consolidation  or 
a  codification,  Sir;  it  is  neither  one  nor  the 
other.  When  we  turn  to  a  paragraph  like  this : 
"  When  any  such  offender  is  punishable  under 
this  Act  or  an^  other  statute," — ^what  other 
statute  ?  This  is  a  Criminal  Code,  given  to  us 
as  an  entire  summary  of  the  orixoinal  law. 
Mr.  Hogg 


There  is  no  indication  of  other  Acts.  Then 
in  clause  10  the  same  thing  occurs:  *' No- 
thing in  this  Act  contained  shall  be  consiraed 
to  annul  or  limit  any  provisions  made  by  any 
unrepealed  Act  other  than  this  Act."  Here 
we  are  again.  What  unrepealed  Act?  Again, 
I  cannot  help  saying  that  almost  the  whole 
of  the  provisions  dealing  with  crimes  under 
Title  II.  are  quite  unsuited  to  this  colony,  and 
ought  to  have  no  place  whatever  in  this  Bill. 
Running  down  the  whole  page — ^page  19— there 
is  no  applicability  to  New  Zealand  in  one  single 
item. 

Mr.  REEVES  was  understood  to  say,— With 
reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchuroh  City  (Mr.  Taylor),  I 
do  not  intend  to  dole  out  to  him  very  severe 
treatment,  though  he  certainly  deserves  it,  and 
he  may  thank  his  stars  that  I  do  not  feel 
inclined  to  give  it  to  him  to-night.  I  do  not 
propose  to  take  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  seriously,  for  I  fear  he  has  never 
read  the  Bill,  and  could  not  give  an  intelligent 
summary  of  the  principal  features  of  it ;  nor, 
I  think,  could  he  answer  a  single  (question  as 
to  whether  there  was  any  change  m  any  one 
section  of  the  Bill  from  the  existing  law,  or 
whether  there  was  not.  I  venture  to  say,  if 
I  had  offered  the  honourable  gentleman,  when 
he  was  speaking,  £50  to  answer  one  of  thoee 
questions,  or  any  other  question  with  regard 
to  the  Act,  he  could  not  do  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Try  one  now,  and  I  will  take 
it  up. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  thought  I  should  draw 
the  honourable  gentleman.  He  has  evidently 
acquired  so  much  information  during  the  half- 
hour  that  he  has.listeued  to  the  discussion  of 
this  Bill  that  he  is  in  quite  a  venturesome 
frame  of  mind.  He  knows  something  aboni 
the  Bill  that  he  did  not  know  before.  I  am 
not  taking  my  honourable  friend  seriously,  and 
will  therefore  pass  on  to  what  fell  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Heathcote.  He  said 
that  all  the  amendments  made  by  the  Select 
Committee  last  year  had  been  ignored  by  tho 
Government.  Some  of  tbese  amendments  were 
ignored,  but  not  by  the  Grovemment,  because, 
personally,  I  have  no  objection  to  them.  The 
Bill  last  year  was  revised  by  the  Joint  Statutes 
Revision  Committee,  and  in  revising  it  this 
year  I  could  not  alter  the  Bill  after  it 
had  been  submitted  to  that  Committee.  Bat 
there  are  certain  amendments  made  by  the 
Committee  last  year  which  were  ignored  by 
the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  and  which 
I  have  put  into  the  Bill.  I  am  ready  to  give  the 
House  mv  word  that  no  clause  shall  go  through, 
if  I  can  &elp  it,  which  will  make  the  law  any 
more  harsh  than  it  has  been  hitherto.  If 
there  are  one  or  two  clauses  which  it  is  clear 
impose  additional  hardships,  I  will  move  their 
modification,  and,  if  the  House  refuses  to  ac- 
cept that  modification,  in  Committee  I  will 
move  to  report  progress.  I  do  not  think  I 
can  give  a  more  definite  promise  than  that 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Bill  will,  in  my 
opinion,  tend  to  make  the  law  milder  than  it 
had  been  hitherto,  and  when  we  have  adopted 
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certain  other  amendments  it  will  be  milder  still. 
I  fail,  however,  to  see  where  the  BiU  introduoes 
any  undesirable  features.  There  might,  how- 
ever, be  some  justification  for  amendment  in  re- 
gard to  clauses  117  and  845. 

Mr.  TAKNEB.— What  abont  five  yeais  for 
throwing  stones  at  houses  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES.— That  was  the  clause  refened 
to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara. 
With  regard  to  that  clause,  Mr.  Balfour's  Ck>- 
eroion  Act  passed  in  1877  will  be  found  to 
contain  a  clause  dealing  with  this  question. 
That  clause  was  embodied  in  our  draft  Bill  of 
1880.  So  my  honourable  friend  has,  I  think, 
made  a  little  mistake. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No;  I  have  heard 
All  that  before. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Now  with  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  clause.  I  do  not  agree  with  it. 
Sir,  I  must,  before  I  sit  down,  deal  with  tfafc 
<;omplaint  which  fell  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison). 
The  honourable  gentleman  objected  that  this 
was  not  a  consolidation  Bill,  because  it  did  not 
embody  the  existing  law.  I  will  simply  say 
that  the  House  would  not  pass  a  purely  codify- 
ing or  consolidating  measure.  To  do  that  we 
should  have  to  re-enact  so  many  measures  that 
the  House  would  refuse  to  do  it.  For  my  own 
part,  I  think  you  should  put  such  an  Act  on 
the  statute-book  that  would  show  you  exactly 
what  the  law  is.  I  do  not  believe  we  shall 
ever  have  any  criminal-law  reform  until  we 
eodify  the  existing  law  in  order  that  we  can 
be  brought  face  to  face  with  it.  Now,  Sir, 
the  House  has  refused  to  adopt  that  method ; 
consequently,  we  have  to  endeavour  to  modify 
some  of  the  more  startling  and  objectionable 
features  of  the  existing  law.  We  had  to  en- 
deavour to  meet  pressure  brought  by  honour- 
able gentlemen  and  public  opinion,  and  to 
keep  in  this  provision  for  a  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeal.  I  might  say  I  preferred  not  to  see  it 
in  this  Bill ;  I  preferred  to  see  this  Bill  simply 
•a  consolidating  measure:  however,  as  certain 
modifications  in  the  law  have  been  embodied 
in  the  Bill,  and  have  already  received  the 
approval  of  the  House,  it  seemed  a  desirable 
course  that  these  clauses  and  provisions  for  a 
Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  should  also  be 
embodied  in  it.  With  the  exception  of  two 
or  three  alleged  changes,  these  will  be,  I 
hope,  the  only  changes  there  will  be  in 
this  Bill  by  the  time  it  gets  through  this 
House.  If  the  House,  therefore,  will  take  the 
Bill  on  that  ground,  it  is  a  purely  consoli- 
dating measure.  It  is  not  a  measure  that 
attempts  to  thoroughly  reform  the  criminal 
law,  because  it  is  impossible  to  comprise  such 
reform  in  a  measure  of  this  kind.  You  cannot 
consolidate  and  thoroughly  reform  at  one  and 
the  same  time.  Were  reform  attempted  in  this 
Bill  there  would  be  so  many  changes  that  the 
House  would  not  look  at  it.  I  believe  that 
this  Bill,  as  a  purely  consolidating  measure, 
will,  if  it  is  passed  through,  do  all  that  is  hoped. 
-.  I  think  also  that  in  the  future  we  can  enter  upon 
a  far  more  desirable  and  useful  reformation  of 
'  the  law.    In  that  I  agree  with  the.  bono  viable 


member  for  Dunedin  Cil^  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison). 
For  that  reason  I  shall  ask  him,  and  every 
other  earnest  man,  to  pass  this  Bill  with  one 
or  two  modifications,  so  that  we  may  see  what 
our  criminal  law  is,  and  in  future  years  may  be 
able  to  deal  with  this  question  of  reform. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Sir,  I  shall  move  that  onlv 
such  clauses  of  the  Bill  be  committed  as  shall 
be  named  or  determined  upon  by  this  House  at 
a  future  date.  That  will  leave  it  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  honourable  members  to  decide  on 
a  future  day  as  to  whether  we  shall  proceed 
with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TANNEB.— I  wUl  ask  the  Minister  to 
fix  that  date  now,  so  that  honourable  members 
may  be  prepared  with  their  suggestions. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — As  a  matter  of  convenience, 
the  Government  will  fix  the  committal  for 
Thursday  next,  and  honourable  members  can 
place  on  the  Supplementary  Order  Paper  any 
amendments  they  propose. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Is  it  competent.  Sir,  for  the 
Minister  of  Justice  to  move  that  motion  now  ? 
It  would  be  competent  for  him  to  move  it  on 
Thursday.  A  great  many  honourable  members 
are  absent,  and  did  not  know  that  this  Bill  was 
coming  on. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.— If  the  House  were  to  order 
simply  that  the  Bill  be  committed  on  Thursday 
next,  or  any  other  date,  then  the  order  would 
mean  that  aU  the  clauses  would  have  to  be  con- 
sidered in  Committee.  If  it  is  hot  desired  to  do 
this,  then  it  will  be  neoessarv  either  to  name 
the  clauses  now  that  are  to  be  committed,  or 
to  make  an  order  for  the  committal  on  a  date 
named  of  certain  clauses  to  be  subsequently 
named — that  is,  on  the  motion  to  leave  tiie 
chair. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— I  most  certainly 
think.  Sir,  the  whole  BUI  should  be  gone 
through,  just  as  any  other  Bill. 

Mr.  PEBGUS.— I  wish  to  be  thoroughly 
clear  on  this  point.  I  understand  from  the 
Premier  that  any  amendments  given  notice  of 
on  the  Order  Paper  for  Thursday  will  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Certainly. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Sir,  in  addition  to 
the  clauses  I  referred  to  on  the  question  for 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  there  are  two 
others  I  should  like  to  see  reviewed.  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  saying  that  I  wish  to  see  the  Bill 
put  through,  as  I,  for  one,  am  very  anxious  to 
see  such  a  consolidating  measure  passed.  The 
two  clauses  I  desire  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  BiU  to  consider  are  879  and  402.  The  first 
is  a  French  provision.  It  permits  previous  con- 
victions to  be  alleged  in  the  indictment  with- 
out previously  providing  for  the  identity  of  the 
accused.  The  other  clause  I  would  refer  to 
deals  with  the  evidence  of  husband  or  wife 
being  available  for  each  other.  It  is  almost 
the  same  provision  as  is  now  on  the  statute- 
book,  in  an  Act  introduced  by  myself.  As  to 
that,  I  should  like  to  bring  under  the  notice  of 
the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  an  observa- 
tion recently  made  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
case  was  snfigested  of  an  adulterous  w.ile  w)io 
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procured  a  person  to  personate  her  husband 
and  to  forge  his  signature.  The  forger  having 
escaped,  the  wife  could  not  be  prosecuted,  be- 
cause she  would  naturally  not  consent  to  her 
husband  being  examined  with  a  view  to  proving 
that  the  incriminating  document  was  a  forgery. 
Therefore  the  wife  was  quite  free  to  continue 
procuring  persons  to  forge  her  husband's  sig- 
nature. A  slight  amendment,  in  clause  402 
would  probably  meet  the  objection. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— Sir,  if  the  Bill  is  committed 
on  Thursday,  honourable  members  will  not  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  the  amendments, 
as  the  Supplementary  Order  Papers  are  not 
circulated  until  Thursday  afternoon. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — I  agree  with  the  course 
the  Government  propose  with  reference  to  the 
committal  of  this  Bill.  I  remember  perfectly 
well  the  case  referred  to,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Pamell  (Mr.  Moss)  also  gave  notice 
of  amendments.  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
insist  upon  the  whole  Bill  being  committed  on 
Thursday  next.  If  any  honourable  member 
thinks  that  any  of  the  clauses  are  wrong,  and 
will  name  them,  they  can  be  discussed  without 
going  through  the  whole  Bill. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Thursday, 
for  the  consideration  of  clauses  to  be  specified. 

DISTRICT  COURTS  JURISDICTION  EX- 
TENSION  BILL. 

Mr.  REEVES,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a  very  short  Bill,  and 
one  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  District 
Court  Judges.  He  would  explain  clause  8,  but 
he  did  not  think  any  other  portions  of  the  Bill 
required  much  explanation.  Clause  5  revised 
the  rate  of  interest  on  judgment  debts.  As 
honourable  members  were  aware,  the  rate  of 
interest  had  fallen  considerably  throughout  the 
colony,  and  the  Bill  provided  that  the  rate  of 
interest  on  judgment  debts  should  be  reduced 
from  8  to  6  per  cent.,  in  accordance  with  this  re- 
duction. Section  6  was  not  very  important.  It 
dealt  with  receivers  of  stolen  goods.  Section  4 
dealt  with  costs  under  an  action  that  might 
have  been  brought  in  an  inferior  Court.  The 
really  important  section  was  section  8,  which 
gave  jurisdiction  to  the  District  Courts  in 
claims  or  demands  not  exceeding  £500,  and  also 
in  cases  of  partnership-account  disputes  in 
which  the  amount  in  dispute  did  not  exceed 
£500.  It  was  with  the  object  of  enabling  an 
action  in  which  a  moderate  sum  was  involved 
to  be  brought  in  a  District  Court,  and  it  saved 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  an  action  being 
brought  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  work  of 
the  Supreme  Court  Judges  had  grown,  and 
by  common  consent  it  was  admitted  that  the 
Judges  were  now  the  hardest -worked  men  in 
the  colony,  and,  unless  they  faced  the  question 
of  appointing  another  Judge,  it  was  desirable 
to  provide  that  as  much  work  should  be  trans- 
acted as  possible  by  the  inferior  Courts. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  the  Bill  went  entirely 
in  the  wrong  direction.  He  thought  it  would 
save  considerable  money  to  the  colony  if  they 
had  onlyMagistrates'  Courts  and  the  Supreme 
Court.  They  did  not  need  a  change  of  the  kind 
Ifr.  G.  Eutchiaon 


proposed  in  this  Bill;  and  he  thought  that 
steps  should  be  taken  to  get  rid  of  the  District 
Courts  altogether. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  agreed  with  the  Bill 
generally.  He  desired  to  point  out  to  the 
Minister  that  where  it  was  intended  to  in- 
crease the  jurisdiction  the  Judge  presiding 
over  the  Court  should  be  one  of  approved 
standing  in  his  profession.  It  must  be  evident 
to  anybody  who  considered  the  subject — and 
he  was  sure  it  was  evident  to  the  Minister  in 
charge — that  the  remuneration  paid  to  District 
Court  Judges  in  the  colony  was  very  inadequate 
to  the  duties  they  had  to  perform.  He  called 
for  a  return  a  few  days  ago,  and  he  believed  it 
was  on  the  table  now,  which  showed  the  multi- 
farious duties  some  of  those  gentlemen  were 
called  upon  to  fulfil.  It  was  monstrous  that» 
though  their  duties  were  being  largely  in- 
breased,  no  corresponding  increase  had  been 
made  in  their  salaries.  One  District  Court 
Judge  whose  position  he  was  acquainted  with, 
and  whose  abilities  he  was  very  much  im- 
pressed with,  received  the  magnificent  sum  of 
£5  per  annum,  the  other  amounts  paid  to  him 
having  been  previously  appropriated  to  other 
and  inferior  offices  heaped  upon  him.  He  (Mr. 
Hutchison)  hoped  to  hear  from  the  Minister 
that  he  would  consider  the  propriety  of  in- 
creasing the  remuneration  paid  to  District 
Court  Judges. 

Mr.  REEVES,  in  reply,  agreed  to  a  certain 
extent  with  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara,  and  he  also  agreed  with 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua.  But  the  point  was  that  while  they 
had  District  Courts  these  Courts  could  not  be 
got  rid  of.  At  present  they  were  squeezed  up  be- 
tween two  other  Courts,  and  he  thought  it  was 
desirable  to  make  them  as  useful  as  possible. 
That  was  the  reason  the  Government  proposed 
the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LAND-DRAINAGE  BILL. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  honourable  members 
would  be  aware  that  in  many  parts  of  the 
colony  the  drainage  of  lands  was  a  very  im- 
portant matter  for  landowners  and  farmers; 
but  at  the  present  time  the  greatest  possible 
difficulty  existed  in  settlers  not  being  able  to 
get  proper  outfalls  for  their  water.  The  im- 
possibility of  getting  this  done  in  the  past  had 
been  the  means  of  preventing  a  consider- 
able amount  of  drainage  from  being  done  that 
would  otherwise  have  been  carried  out,  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  land  from  being  re- 
claimed from  swamp  into  good  s^cultural 
land.  The  Bill  now  before  the  House  had  been 
prepared  with  very  great  care,  and  it  was  one 
that  had  been  asked  for  by  a  large  number  of 
people  in  various  parts  of  the  colony.  He  had 
no  doubt  honourable  members  had  read  the 
Bill  for  themselves,  and  they  would  see  thai  the 
necessary  machinery  was  provided  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  people  who  wished  to  create 
a  drainage  district  to  form  the  locality  into  a 
district,  and,  by  petition,  to  get  it  deolaied  a 
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dzainage  district.  Then,  there  were  the  neoes- 
fiary  provisions  for  the  formation  of  a  Board, 
and  eJso  in  connection  with  the  yarioos  steps 
that  had  to  be  taken  by  the  Board  in  order  to 
cany  out  the  drainage  of  any  district.  Honour- 
able members  would  also  be  aware  that  in  con- 
nection with  this  measure  there  was  a  second 
part,  called  "  Irrigation  Works.'*  This  was  to 
enable  settlers  in  some  parts  of  the  country  not 
only  to  have  the  land  drained,  but  also  to  have 
water  brought  on  to  the  land  where  it  was 
required.  He  intended  to  submit  this  Bill  to 
the  Agricultural  and  Stock  Oonmiittee  for  the 
purpose  of  going  over  it.  He  therefore  would 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  veiy  long 
that  night  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  if  the  BUI  had  been 
sent  to  the  agricultural  societies. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Bill  had  been 
considerably  circulated,  and  the  Government 
had  received  a  large  number  of  communica- 
tions about  it.  There  was  a  considerable 
demand  in  various  parts  of  the  colony  for  this 
Bill,  as  the  want  of  it  had  been  felt  very 
severely  in  districts  where  drainage  was  re- 
quired. He  considered  it  one  of  the  most 
important  measures  brought  before  Parliament 
this  year.  He  had  no  doubt  the  Committee 
would  go  carefully  into  the  matter,  and  see  for 
themselves  whether  the  Bill  was  such  as  would 
suit  the  requirements  of  the  various  districts. 
It  might  require  some  amendment.  Possibly 
something  might  have  been  overlooked  in  the 

Preparation  of  the  Bill  which  honourable  mem- 
ers,  from  their  own  local  knowledge,  might 
find  to  be  necessary,  and  in  that  case  they 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  amending  the 
Bill  before  the  Committee.  He  therefore  hoped 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  having  the  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  and  sent  on  to  the  Com- 
mittee at  this  stage  of  the  session;  and  when 
it  came  back  from  the  Committee,  of  course,  if 
honourable  members  wished  to  discuss  the 
matter  further,  he  should  be  very  glad  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  for  further  discussion. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  where  the  Bill  was 
taken  from. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  not  taken 
from  any  existing  Act  that  he  Imew  of.  It 
was  got  up  by  the  department  and  the  Law 
Officers  under  his  supervision,  and  was  framed 
accordingly. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  this  Bill,  as  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  in  charge  of  it  had  stated,  was 
a  very  important  Bill ;  and  it  had  this  feature 
about  it:  that  it  had  been  prepared  with  a 
much  greater  degree  of  care  than  the  majority 
of  Bills  introduced  by  that  Minister. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  honourable  mem- 
bers passed  one  the  other  night  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  the  Minister  stated  this 
Bill  might  require  some  amendments;  and  it 
certainly  would  require  some  amendments.  He 
would  indicate  two  or  three  of  them.  The 
first  was  in  the  interpretation  clause,  where 
"  watercourse  '*  was  made  to  include  **  all 
tivers,  streams,  and  passages  through  which 
water  flows."    This  would  be  seen  to  include 


all  artificial  watercourses;  and  subsection  (4)  of 
clause  14  gave  power,  under  this  interpretation 
clause,  to  send  drainage-  or  storm-water  into 
water-races,  which  would  be  a  most  objection- 
able proceeding.  But,  to  his  mind,  the  principal 
objection  to  this  Bill  lay  in  the  fact  that  it  pro- 
posed to  set  up  more  local  bodies.  It  provided 
for  the  creation  of  Boards  of  Trustees.  Now, 
he  thought,  wherever  a  drainage  district  was 
within  the  limits  of  a  road  district,  or  where 
it  extended  over  more  than  one  Road  Board 
district  but  was  within  the  limits  of  a  county, 
then  the  County  Council  or  Road  Board  should 
be  the  local  body  charged  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  measure,  to  save  the  colony  the 
incidental  expense  of  keeping  the  accounts  of 
more  local  bodies,  and  to  save  the  ratepayers 
the  trouble  of  additional  elections  and  the  inci- 
dentaJ  charges.  That,  to  his  mind,  was  one 
very  grave  objection  to  this  Bill.  The  provi- 
sions for  the  election  of  trustees  wore  on  the 
same  lines  as  the  provisions  for  the  election  of 
County  Councils ;  and  he  could  not  see  why  the 
County  Council  or  Road  Board,  as  the  case 
might  be,  should  not  be  intrusted  with  the 
administration  of  this  Act,  even  though  the 
drainage-area  should  overlap  the  boundaries  of 
a  county ;  because  it  would  be  simple  enough  to 
do  what  was  done  now  in  the  case  of  bridges  on 
boundaries — one  county  was  charged  with  the 
administration  of  the  common  interest.  But 
cases  where  the  drainage- area  would  overlap 
the  boundaries  of  a  county  would  be  quite  ex- 
ceptional, because  in  the  majority  of  cases 
the  rivers  were  the  dividing  boundaries,  and 
must  necessarily  separate  the  drainage  areas. 
Clause  21  provided  that  the  Boards  of  Trus- 
tees should  not  be  liable  for  consequential 
damages.  Well,  that  might  be  a  reasonable 
provision,  but  it  must  be  safeguarded  in  this 
direction  :  that  these  consequential  damages 
should  not  be  the  result  of  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  officials  of  the  Board.  There  was 
no  provision  made  in  that  direction.  It  was 
true  the  second  part  «of  the  clause  stated 
that  if  the  owner  or  occupier  of  land  or  pro- 
perty should  give  notice  in  writing,  warning 
them  of  the  probability  of  such  damage,  then 
the  Board  should  be  liable ;  but  this  presup- 
posed that  the  owners  or  occupiers  were  com- 
petent judges  of  the  proposed  engineering  works, 
which  in  ninety-nine  cases  ouc  of  a  hundred, 
they  could  hardly  be  expected  to  be.  That  was 
a  clause  which  would  require  correcting  to 
obviate  the  risk  of  great  Injury  being  inflicted 
upon  owners.  Subsection  (3),  with  regard  to 
the  classification  of  land,  provided, — 

"  Any  person  who  thinks  himself  a|(grieved 
by  such  classification  may  appeal  against  the 
same  on  the  grounds  following,  and  no  other  : 
That  the  classification  does  not  fairly  classify 
the  land  of  the  appellant ;  that  any  land  liable 
to  be  classified  is  omitted  from  the  classifica- 
tion, or  is  not  fairly  classified." 

There  was  no  provision  for  appealing  in  oases 
where  land  had  oeen  altogether  improperly  in- 
cluded in  the  rating-area.  This  was  quite  a 
common  occurrence,  and  there  was  no  safe- 
guard in  that  direction*    The  Bill  gave  power 
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to  the  Boaid  to  appoint  treasturen,  clerics, 
Burveyon,  engineers,  valaers,  collectors,  aodd 
all  the  machinery  which  large  public  bodies 
were  generally  possessed  of.  It  was  true  it 
was  permissive,  but  it  contemplated  setting 
np  a  large  body  of  officials  to  administer 
wnat  in  many  cases  might  be  a  very  small 
sum  of  money.  There  was  another  reason 
why  the  administration  of  this  Bill  should  be, 
as  far  as  possible,  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Councils  and  Boad  Boards.  If  the 
drainage -area  was  of  large  extent,  County 
Councils  would  be  the  proper  bodies  to  under- 
tiUce  the  work,  as  they  already  possessed  the 
requisite  staff  of  officials.  If  of  small  extent, 
the  work  might  be  safely  intrusted  to  the  Road 
Boards.  There  was,  in  his  opinion,  no  reason 
for  setting  up  additional  locaJ  bodies  to  carry 
out  a  measure  of  this  kind.  It  would  merely 
entail  an  additional  burden  upon  the  people, 
without  a  corresponding  advantage.  There 
were  other  minor  amendments  that  would 
have  to  be  made  in  the  Bill,  but  he  would  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by  referring  to 
them  at  present. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that,  as  he  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Stock  Committee,  he  would  like 
to  make  two  or  three  suggestions  to  the  Minis- 
ter. He  was  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  for 
he  recognised  that  a  Bill  of  this  kind  was  very 
much  needed.  He  would  like,  however,  to  ask 
the  Minister  if  he  could  not  provide  less  cum- 
bersome machineiy  in  a  case  like  this :  In  the 
North  Island  there  were  swamps  which  were 
held  by  three  or  four  owners ;  thus  only  three 
or  four  persons  were  interested ;  and  to  elect  a 
Board,  and  start  all  the  machinery  provided  for 
in  the  Bill,  would  be  expensive  and  uselessly 
troublesome  in  such  cases.  The  Bill  would  not 
in  this  respect  meet  cases  such  as  the  Minister 
must  be  aware  of  in  the  Manawatu,  Rangi- 
tikei,  and  other  districts.  Supposing  three  men 
owned  a  swamp,  and  there  was  no  other  swamp 
within  twenty  miles,  it  should  not  be  neces- 
sary, as  he  had  said,  to  set  up  the  machinery 
provided  for  in  the  Bill.  There  was  a  further 
trouble,  which  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
Minister  had  provided  for  in  the  measure,  and 
that  was,  that  in  many  parts  of  the  North 
Island  there  were  swamps  partly  owned  by 
Natives  and  partly  by  Europeans.  He  would 
like  the  Minister  to  take  a  note  of  this  matter, 
because  sometimes  Europeans  drained  the 
lower  end  of  a  swamp,  and  the  Natives  who 
owned  the  upper  part  gained  a  great  advantage 
and  yet  contributed  no  part  of  the  cost.  He 
would  like  the  Minister  to  consider  this  point, 
and  see  if  he  could  not  put  all  the  owners 
on  the  same  footing.  He  could  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  there  were  many 
swamps  within  two  or  three  hundred  miles  of 
Wellington  which  were  undrained  because  the 
total  cost  of  draining  would  fall  upon  an 
owner  who  had  but  a  small  share  in  the  land. 
If  the  amendments  he  had  suggested  were  made 
in  the  Bill  he  thought  that  it  would  be  one  of 
the  most  useful  measures  which  had  been  intro- 
duced that  session. 

:  Hr,  BUCHANAN  hod  very  liUle  to  say  on 
Mr.  Wright 


this  Bill,  because,  beinff  a  member  of  the  Stoek 
Committee,  he  would  nave  an  opportunity  of 
going  fully  into  the  details  of  the  measure.  He 
was  not  always  able  to  speak  with  approval 
of  the  measures  in  charge  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  but  on  the  present  occasion  he  thought 
credit  was  due  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
for  introducing  this  Bill,  even  although  it 
might  not  be — and  he  believed  it  was  not 
— in  all  its  provisions  what  it  ought  to  be. 
It  was,  however,  a  measure  which  was  very 
much  required  in  various  parts  of  the  colony, 
and  some  such  measure  as  this  should  have 
been  passed  years  ago.  In  many  cases  land 
fell  into  a  few  hands  simply  because  of  the 
impossibility  of  dealing  with  the  drainage, 
there  being  no  outfall  excepting  through  land 
belonging  to  somebody  else,  and  therefore  fre- 
quently an  impassable  bar  to  the  drainage. 
But  he  would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman 
how  it  came  that  by  one  clause  of  the  Bill 
— without  regard  to  the  area  which  might 
be  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  any  par- 
ticular Board — the  amount  which  might  be 
borrowed  was  fixed  at  £3,000.  That  was  a 
small  detail,  but  he  would  like  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  take  a  note  of  it,  with  a 
view  to  giving  it  his  consideration  before  the 
measure  was  considered  by  the  Stock  Commit- 
tee. He  would  not  detain  the  House  by  making 
any  further  remarks,  but  would  express  the 
hope  that,  in  going  through  the  Stock  Com- 
mittee, any  crudities  which  might  be  in  the 
Bill  would  be  put  straight,  and  that  finally  the 
House  would  be  able  to  pass  the  measure  in  a 
workable  form. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  in  connection  with 
the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Ashburton,  he  might  say  that  the  reason 
why  they  proposed  to  establish  new  Boards 
was  this :  that  in  some  of  the  counties,  while 
one  portion  of  the  county  might  require  drain- 
age, another  portion  might  require  no  drain- 
age, and  the  difficulty  was  to  get  the  whole 
county  or  road  district  to  move  in  the  matter 
for  the  sake  of,  perhaps,  a  few  persons  who 
might  want  the  drainage. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  there  was  no  difficulty  if 
they  had  the  power. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  complaints  had 
been  made  to  him  from  various  parts  of  the 
colony  in  regard  to  this  matter.  He  might 
mention  that  County  Councils  had  the  power 
now  to  do  what  was  suggested.  Any  County 
Council  at  present  could  initiate  a  system  A 
drainage ;  but  it  had  been  pointed  out  to  him 
that  the  difficulty  was  to  get  a  large  county 
to  move  in  the  matter  of  drainage  when  per- 
haps only  few  settlers  desired  it.  That  point 
had  been  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Hutt :  that  was  the  reason  why  it 
was  proposed  to  set  up  this  new  Board.  He 
would  oe  very  glad  to  amend  the  Bill  in  this 
way :  If  a  coun^  would  take  up  the  matter  they 
should  have  the  management  of  it ;  but  in  ttra 
event  of  a  county  not  doing  so  he  oould  see 
no  reason  why  a  portion  of  a  county — say,  teii 
or  twenty  ratepayers — ^if  they  wished  to  arrange 
for  a  scheme  to  be  oarzied  out  in  their  own 
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locality,  should  not  have  the  power  to  do  so. 
He  was  quite  prepared  to  consider  the  matter 
fully  when  the  Bill  was  before  the  Committee, 
and  he  would  see  what  could  be  done  to  meet 
the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Hutt. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— What  about  partially  Na- 
tive-owned swamps  ? 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  saw  no  reason  why  the 
Natives  should  not  be  called  upon  to  allow 
outfalls  to  be  taken  through  their  land.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  borrowing  •  power, 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  for  Waira- 
rapa,  that  also  could  be  attended  to.  His  wish 
was  that  the  Bill  should  be  made  a  useful  one 
for  those  who  wished  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a  very  short 
one,  and  one  in  which  there  was  no  policy  at 
aU.  Most  of  it  corrected  mistakes  made  in  the 
Land  Act  of  last  session.  Honourable  members 
might  recollect  that,  in  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Upper  House  in  the  Land 
Bill  last  year,  he  had  referred  to  the  difficulty 
created  by  the  renumbering  of  the  clauses.  He 
found,  after  the  Act  was  printed  and  Parliament 
had  prorogued,  that  a  great  many  consequential 
amendments  which  ought  to  have  been  made 
in  the  Bill  had  not  been  made.  The  greater 
part  of  the  present  Bill  was  for  the  purpose  of 
correcting  those  mistakes.  The  Government, 
he  might  mention,  had  found  it  necessary  to 
get  power  to  take  roads  through  leased  lands. 
At  the  present  time  the  Grown  had  power 
to  take  roads  through  lands  bought  for  cash, 
but  through  some  mistake  similar  power  had 
not  been  secured  with  regard  to  leasehold  land. 
This  Bill  would  give  them  the  power  which 
they  desired  in  this  respect.  The  only  other 
provision  of  importance  was  that  giving  power 
to  do  away  with  deposits  at  present  paid  on  the 
application  for  land,  and,  in  place  of  deposits, 
to  take  a  simple  bond  by  which  the  applicant 
xmdertook  to  pay  a  deposit  in  the  event  of  his 
being  the  successful  applicant.  The  Govern- 
ment found  that  a  very  important  matter,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  the  pro- 
vision. There  was  a  land- sale  not  long  ago 
when  only  between  some  £800  and  £400  was 
required  for  deposits,  but  the  applicants  were 
no  numerous  that  they  had  no  less  than  £7,000 
lodged  with  the  Beceiver  of  Land  Bevenue  in 
the  shape  of  deposits.  These  deposits  had  to 
be  returned,  and  in  many  cases  they  were 
marked  cheques,  and  when  they  were  returned 
the  unsuccessful  applicant  often  did  not  care 
to  send  back  a  receipt.  When  the  Auditor 
came  to  the  office  he  found  that  the  Beceiver 
of  Land  Bevenue  had  returned  the  deposit,  and 
it  was  duly  noted  in  his  books,  but  that  he  had 
received  no  receipt  for  it.  As  he  had  said,  in 
many  cases  the  applicant  would  not  take  the 
•trouble  to  send  back  the  receipt. 

Mr.  WBIGHT  said  they  might  call  at  the 


Mr.  J.  MoEENZIE  said  that  caUing  at  the 
office  might  mean,  in  some  oases,  a  journey  of 
two  or  three  hundred  miles,  and  this  was  felt 
to  be  a  great  difficulty  now,  and  each  land  office 
in  the  colony  at  the  present  time  had  to  keep 
an  extra  clerk  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and 
returning  these  deposits.  They  had  thought 
out  various  schemes  by  which  they  might  be 
able  to  do  without  deposits.  They  thought, 
for  instance,  of  getting  the  post-offices  to  issue 
post-office  orders,  but  it  was  found  that  these 
post-office  orders  would  entail  just  as  much 
trouble  as  marked  cheques ;  and  therefore  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  could  do  with 
a  simple  bond  under  which  the  applicant  would 
undertake  to  pay  the  money  in  the  event  of 
being  the  successful  applicant.  There  was  no 
possibility  of  the  Grown  losing  anything  under 
this  scheme,  because  if  the  applicant  did  not 
pay  the  amount  of  the  bond  he  would  lose  the 
land.  They  might  have  to  readvertise  the 
land,  but  that  was  all.  After  consultation 
with  the  Auditor,  the  Treasury,  and  the  Land 
Department,  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  would  be  a  solution  of  the  difficulty.  He 
could  assure  honourable  members  that,  if  they 
looked  at  the  saving  of  work  it  would  effect  in 
the  various  land-offices,  they  would  see  there 
was  no' reason  why  this  provision  should  not  be 
carried.  These  were,  then,  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill :  First,  the  one  for  power  being  taken 
to  construct  roads  through  leased  lands,  and 
then  this  other  power  to  do  away  with  deposits 
and  take  these  bonds  in  their  place.  AU  the 
rest  of  the  Bill  was  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
correcting  mistakes  made  last  year  in  the  sec- 
tions being  wrongly  numbered,  and  not  cor- 
rected when  the  Bill  was  printed. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  asked  if  the  Minister  had 
anything  to  say  about  the  alteration  of  one 
year  to  three  years,  in  clause  252. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  was  an  amend- 
ment made  in  the  Upper  House  last  year,  and 
was  not  agreed  to  at  the  Gonference,  but  by 
some  mistake  it  had  been  left  in  the  Act,  and 
if  honourable  members  would  look  up  Han- 
sard for  themselves  they  would  see  that  he 
(Mr.  McKenzie)  declined  to  accept  this  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Legislative  Gouncil,  and  it 
was  agreed  at  the  Gonference  that  '*  three 
years  "  should  be  reinstated ;  but  by  some  mis- 
take, in  moving  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Gonference,  the  words  were  not  reinstated. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  asked  if  the  Gonference 
agreed  to  "  three  years  "  being  reinstated. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  Yes,  the  Gonference 
agreed  to  replace  the  "  three  years  "  instead  of 
**  one  year."  He  might  point  out  to  honourable 
members  that  it  was  most  essential  that  **  three 
years"  should  be  put  in,  because  it  would 
take  eighteen  months  or  two  years  before  they 
could  find  out  whether  the  applicant  for  a  sec- 
tion was  residing  on  it  or  not,  and,  in  fact,  in 
Taranaki  nearly  three  years  elapsed  before  the 
discovery  was  made  that  an  evasion  of  the  Act 
was  taking  place  there.  Twelve  months  was 
altogether  too  short,  for  the  reason  that  no- 
thing need  be  done  until  some  time  after  a 


!  man  got  his  land,  ai|d|  if  twelve  months  weie 
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put  in,  they  could  take  no  action  against  any- 
body evading  the  Act,  because  the  action  would 
have  to  be  taken  within  twelve  months.  As  he 
bad  pointed  out,  twelve  months  was  an  alto- 
gether insufficient  time  in  which  to  find  out 
whether  a  man  was  evading  the  Act  or  not.  At 
any  rate,  as  he  had  explained,  the  Conference 
last  year  agreed  to  the  longer  period  being  re- 
instated, but  by  some  mistake  the  reinstate- 
ment was  not  made.  There  were  a  number  of 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council 
— a  whole  sheet  was  covered  with  them — some 
of  which  the  Conference  agreed  to,  and  some 
of  which  they  gave  way  upon  ;  this  particular 
one  was  among  those  upon  which  they  gave 
way.  There  was  no  policy  involved  in  the 
Bill,  although  there  might  be  some  policy  with 
regard  to  the  provision  for  the  bond  instead  of 
the  cash  deposit,  and,  as  honourable  members 
were  aware  of  the  necessity  for  that,  after  the 
explanation  he  had  given  he  thought  it  would 
be  admitted  that  ib  was  very  necessary  to  have 
those  amendments. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  agreed  with  the  Minis- 
ter that  many  of  these  amendments  were  very 
desirable,  espeoialy  that  substituting  the 
bond  for  the  payment  of  money.  He  had 
personal  knowledge  that  the  raising  by  poor 
men  of  the  sum  necessary  for  the  payment  of 
deposits,  which  must  necessa'^ily  often  be  un- 
successful, had  been  in  the  nature  of  a  heavy 
tax  upon  applicants.  He  would  suggest  to 
the  Minister,  with  reference  to  the  amend- 
ment to  clause  252,  for  the  extension  of  the 
time  within  which  a  prosecution  might  be 
commenced  from  one  year  to  three  years,  that 
the  clause  was  evidently  in  its  wrong  place  in 
the  Act,  seeing  that  it  was  under  Part  IX., 
which  specially  dealt  with  Native  lands.  The 
clause  should  be  taken  out  of  that  position 
altogether,  or,  at  any  rate,  should  be  given  a 
heading  apart  from  that  which  it  had  in  the 
present  Act. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  just  wished  to  say  that 
he  was  quite  at  one  with  the  Minister  with 
regard  to  the  provision  for  accepting  a  bond 
instead  of  payment  of  a  deposit,  because  he  had 
had  considerable  experience  of  intending  pur- 
chasers grumbling  at  having  to  lodge  the  money 
and  then  having  gpreat  difficulty  in  getting  it 
back  from  the  department.  He  haa  heard 
statements  made  from  time  to  time  that  de- 
positors had  to  wait  months—he  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  true  or  not — in  consequence 
of  the  red-tapism,  he  supposed,  of  the  depart- 
ment ;  and  altogether  there  was  dissatisfaction 
with  the  arrangement  of  having  to  lodge  cash 
as  a  deposit.  Therefore  he  was  entirely  with 
the  Minister,  so  far  as  this  part  of  the  Bill 
was  concerned.  He  took  the  Minister's  word 
for  it  that  there  was  no  real  or  no  particular 
alteration  in  the  Land  Act,  excepting  as  re- 
garded this  question  of  the  payment  of  the 
deposit;  but  in  Committee  they  ought  to  be 
very  careful  in  scrutinising  the  effect  of  the 
various  changes  made  by  the  Bill.  He  entirely 
accepted  the  statement  of  the  Minister,  and 
agreed  with  him  as  to  the  advantage  of  giving 
a  bond  instead  of  lodging  cash. 
Ifr.  /.  McKenMH 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  only  just  a  word  to 
say  with  regard  to  the  observations  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands  when  asking  them  to  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man told  the  House  that  in  one  case  lately, 
where  £300  or  £400  represented  the  value  of 
certain  sections  of  land  advertised  for  sale, 
the  department  received  no  less  than  £7,000 
in  deposits.  Well,  long  before  the  honourable 
gentleman  occupied  the  position  which  he 
now  held,  he  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had  again  and 
again  asked  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  de- 
partment to  appoint  an  expert  in.  the  value  of 
land,  so  that  the  proper  value  should  be  put 
upon  each  section  of  land  put  up  for  sale.  If 
that  were  done,  they  would  not,  he  was  satis- 
fied, have  the  rush  for  particular  undervalued 
sections  that  too  frequently  now  happened 
to  be  the  case.  Under  the  present  system 
the  Lands  Department,  in  many  cases,  affixed 
values  very  different  from  the  real  value.  He 
happened  to  be  at  the  Land  Office  not  long  ago, 
when  the  Board-room  was  crowded  with  appli- 
cants from  various  parts  of  the  Wellington 
Provincial  District  for  a  very  few  sections 
indeed.  These  men  had  gone  to  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  coming  down  to  Wellington. 
They  had  to  pay  their  expenses,  and,  of  course, 
there  was  also  the  loss  of  their  time;  and, 
obviously,  only  one  successful  applicant  could 
come  out  in  each  case.  He  ascertained  during 
the  short  time  he  remained  in  the  room  quite 
sufficient  to  show  him  that  these  sections  had 
not  been  valued  as  they  should  have  been  at  aU. 
How  could  it  be  otherwise  when  they  knew  that 
few  of  the  surveyors  had  any  opportunity  of 
becoming  experts  in  the  value  of  land,  and  some 
of  the  surveyors  employed  necessarily  had  no 
experience  at  all  ?  They  had  been  engaged  for 
a  certain  number  of  years  in  the  work  neces- 
sary to  fit  them  to  become  surveyors,  but  they 
had  no  experience  at  all  in  the  valuing  of  land ; 
and  yet  on  the  report  of  such  men  as  that 
they  had  thousands  of  acres  valued,  and  adver- 
tised accordingly.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  look  into  this,  and  see  that  tne  various 
blocks  of  land  put  up  by  the  Lands  Department 
in  different  parts  of  the  colony  were  valued  by 
competent  men,  it  would  be  of  great  benefit 
indeed  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  had  no  objection  to  offer  to 
the  principle  of  the  bonds  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  adopt,  but  he  could  see  that  it  might 
be  subject  to  abuse,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no 
check  against  applications  being  made  of  a 
purely  speculative  nature ;  and  he  would  there- 
fore suggest  that,  instead  of  demanding  a  de- 
posit of  10  or  20 per  cent.,  as  the  case  might  be, 
under  the  Act,  a  minimum  deposit  should  be 
fixed  so  as  to  check  any  tendency  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  Minister  might  argue  that  there 
would  be  the  same  difficulty  in  returning  a 
small  deposit  as  there  was  in  returning  a  leurge 
one.  That  difficulty  might  be  met  by  the  way 
they  took  the  small  deposit.  There  might  be  a 
number  of  applications,  only  a  few  being  buo- 
cessful,  and,  instead  of  the  small  deposit  beinff 
returned  by  post  with  a  form  of  receipt  enolosed 
for  signature,  the  department  could  send  a  ze- 
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oeipt  to  the  individual,  and,  if  he  was  not  far 
away,  he  could  oome  with  it  for  his  money, 
and,  if  otherwise,  he  could  return  the  receipt 
to  the  department,  and  the  departmental  officer 
oould  Bend  him  a  cheque.  That  could  easily 
be  done,  and  it  was  not  too  much  to  ask  the 
department  to  do  in  these  small  matters,  so  as 
to  meet  the  public  convenience. 

Mr.  HOGG  might  point  out  that  if  these 
clauses  were  carried  into  effect  one  individual 
might  become  the  bondsman  for  a  whole  crowd 
of  agentH. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  said.  No,  he  could  not ; 
it  was  a  personal  bond. 

Air.  HOGG  was  very  glad  of  the  explanation, 
because  he  might  state  that  he  had  never  been 
much  impressed  with  the  ballot  system  at  all. 
He  had  always  been  of  opinion  that  the  appli- 
cants for  land  should  be  present  when  the 
allotment  was  made,  and  he  thought  that  the 
system  which  had,  for  a  considerable  number 
of  years  now,  been  adopted  in  Victoria,  by 
which  applicants  were  selected,  by  a  com- 
petent Board,  on  account  of  their  suitability 
or  fitness,  was  vastly  superior  to  the  present  in- 
discriminate system,  under  which  large  family 
estates  were  being  created,  to  the  exclusion  of 
bond  fide  settlers.  Why,  it  was  only  a  few 
days  ago  that  a  case  appeared  before  the 
La^d  Board  in  Wellington  in  which  an  in- 
dividual holding  a  high  office  under  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  colony,  an  individual  who  was 
certainly  not  likely  to  become  a  settler  upon 
the  land,  had  acquired  640  acres  of  first-class 
land  for  himself,  640  acres  of  first-class  land 
for  his  son,  and  320  acres  for  his  daughter.  All 
these  sections  were  in  one  block,  and  it  was 
probable  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board 
the  titles  would  be  granted.  When  he  made  in- 
quiry into  the  circumstances  he  discovered  that 
tiie  whole  of  these  sections  were  being  worked 
as  one  block. 

An  Hon.  Meuber. — Do  not  prejudge  the 


Mr.  HOGG  said  he  was  not  prejudging  it. 
He  was  only  mentioning  it;  there  was  no  judg- 
ment about  it.  He  was  not  expressing  an 
opinion  on  it.  He  merely  mentioned  the  fact 
that  here  was  a  case  in  which  one  small  family 
was  monopolizing  sufficient  land,  almost,  for  a 
special  settlement.  With  regard  to  the  provi- 
sion that  the  estimated  cost  of  survey  should 
be  deposited  by  the  applicant  immediately  be- 
fore Uie  application  was  approved,  he  might 
point  out  that  this  pressed  very  heavily  on  a 
considerable  number  of  deserving  settlers ;  and 
in  his  opinion  there  would  be  more  bond  fide 
applications  if  the  amount  now  charged  for 
survey  were  spread  over  a  period  of  time :  for 
instance,  one-half  should  oe  sufficient  to  be 
deposited  at  the  time,  and  half  in,  say,  six  or 
twelve  months.  He  Imew  that  a  large  number 
of  settlers  were  prevented  from  applying  for 
onsurveyed  land  because  of  the  large  amount 
required  to  be  deposited  as  survey-fees.  He 
oould  also  bear  out  the  statement  made  by 
honoiuable  gentlemen  that  evening,  that  the 
amounts  that  wera  deposited  were  held  baok 


for  a  very  unreasonable  time.    In  connection 
with  a  land-sale  held  recently  in  Wellington 
they  had  the  amounts  of  deposits  held  over  for 
i  several  weeks.    In  some  cases  the  sums  were 
J  considerable,  and  the  applicants  suffered  con- 
'  siderable  inconvenience  through  the  unreason- 
able time  for  which  the  amounts  were  held 
back.     No  doubt  the  amendments  proposed 
were  in  most  instances  of  a  beneficial  charac- 
ter, and  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  pass  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  the  last  speaker  had  made 
a  remark  which  he  (Mr.  Taylor)  could  not  under- 
stand. He  stated  that  a  family  of  three  had 
obtained  some  land  by  ballot.  He  would  like  to 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman,  supposing  three, 
or  four,  or  fifty  persons  applied  to  take  up  land 
under  the  system  of  ballot,  if  three  of  a  family 
happened  to  draw  a  lucky  number  did  that 
prove  the  system  to  be  bad  ?  He  would  like 
to  ask  his  honourable  friend  what  he  was  going 
to  substitute  for  the  ballot.  As  to  the  system 
of  public  auction,  it  had  been,  in  the  past,  the 
curse  of  the  country.  A  man  wishing  to  obtain 
a  piece  of  land  next  to  his  own  might  run  the 
price  of  the  land  up,  and  become  involved  in 
difficulties  in  consequence.  No  fairer  system 
could  be  adopted  than  that  of  the  ballot. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE,  in  reply,  said,  with  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  delay  in  returning 
deposits,  that  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  they 
wished  to  have  a  bond.  It  was  impossible  to 
get  the  deposits  returned  in  a  short  time.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  the  Auditor  must 
always  have  a  receipt  for  the  deposits  from  the 
Receiver  of  Land  Revenue.  That  officer  had  a 
difficulty,  sometimes,  in  finding  out  where  the 
applicant  was,  and  where  to  send  the  deposit 
to.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  question  raised  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton,  he  (Mr. 
McKenzie)  did  not  think  that  the  question  of 
a  deposit  would  prevent  evasions  of  the  land- 
laws  at  all,  and  the  bond  was  just  as  safe  as 
the  money. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

GIMMERBURN  FOREST  BILL. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  might  explain 
that  a  piece  of  land  had  been  set  aside  some 
twelve  years  ago  as  a  forest  reserve.  There  had 
never  been  any  timber  on  it ;  from  time  imme- 
morial it  had  been  covered  with  tussock,  and 
there  was  no  timber  of  any  description  ;  it  had 
been  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  being  planted. 
For  several  years  it  had  been  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  gentleman  who  had  paid  nothing 
for  it.  People  in  the  district  had  made  appli- 
cation to  have  this  twelve  hundred  acres  of 
forest  reserve  opened  for  settlement  purposes. 
In  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  people  in 
the  district,  he  had  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  and  of  the  other  Chamber  the  necessary 
Proclamation  to  remove  the  reserve.  The  other 
House  passed  a  resolution  that  the  reserve 
should  not  be  removed,  but  he  was  sure  that  in 
doing  so  it  was  under  a  misapprehension  as  to 
the  real  state  of  the  matter.  This  piece  of  land 
could  beoome  t^  sonroe  of  revenue  to  the  oolony^ 
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and  at  the  present  time  it  was  yielding  nothing. 
It  was  nothing  hut  a  rabbit-wanen,  and  was  a 
nuisance  to  all  the  people  round,  and  the  oon- 
sequenoe  was,  the  people  were  annoyed  at  its 
being  a  reserve  at  all.  It  was  impossible  for  the 
people  in  the  district  to  plant  it,  and  he  was 
quite  aure  the  colony  was  not  likely  to  do  so  ; 
and,  at  any  rate,  ii  it  were  wished  to  plant 
any  area  of  land,  there  were  a  large  number  of 
reserves  as  well  as  this.  Seeing  that  the  land 
had  been  reserved  as  a  forest,  it  could  not  be 
dealt  with  as  Grown  lands,  so  that  it  was  in 
the  position  of  being  no  man*s  land,  and,  as  he 
had  said,  one  man  had  had  it  for  several  years 
without  paying  any  rent.  He  thought,  there- 
fore, it  was  only  right  that  the  colony  should 
get  something  out  of  it,  and  it  was  only  by 
passing  this  short  Act  that  it  could  be  done. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  know  anything  about 
this  particular  piece  of  land,  but  he  did  not 
think  it  was  advisable — ^where  the  Upper  House 
had  exercised  its  undoubted  right — to  bring  in 
a  Bill  practically  to  set  aside  the  Forest  Be- 
serves  Act.  He  understood  the  Council  had 
expressed  by  resolution  its  objection  to  this 
reserve  being  disafforested.  He  supposed  it 
was  in  order  to  introduce  a  Bill  a  second  time 
— for  practically  this  was  doing  so.  It  was, 
perhaps,  not  wrong  in  point  of  form,  though  it 
was  in  point  of  principle,  that  where  a  measure 
had  been  lost  it  should  not  be  again  debated  in 
the  same  session. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— It  has  not  been  lost. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  it  amounted  to  the  same 
thing.  The  law  said  that  any  proposition  to 
withdraw  land  from  a  forest  reserve,  once  ob- 
jected to  by  a  branch  of  the  Legislature,  could 
not  be  reintroduced  the  same  session.  The^ 
honourable  gentleman  got  over  that  by  in- 
troducing a  Bill ;  but  that  was  simply  getting 
round  the  law,  and  he  did  not  know  that 
that  was  right.  He  would  suggest  that  these 
forest  reserves  were  made  in  the  centre  of 
Otago  entirely  for  the  purpose  of  planting, 
and  he  would  suggest  that,  if  this  Bill  passed, 
the  piece  of  land  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
County  Council,  on  condition  that  the  Council 
plajited  it :  that  was  the  proper  thing  to  do. 
There  was  no  use  in  selling  these  little  bits 
of  forest  reserves  all  over  the  country.  That 
County  Council  had  gone  to  great  expense  in 
planting ;  they  had  got  a  forest  nursery,  and 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the  interior  of 
Otago  to  have  trees.  It  was  the  most  tree- 
less place  in  New  Zealand,  and  something 
should  be  done  to  keep  this  land  as  a  forest 
reserve,  and  to  have  it  planted.  He  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  consent,  there- 
fore, to  give  it  to  the  Maniototo  County  Council 
on  condition  that  they  planted  it  within  a 
certain  number  of  years.  It  was  absurd  and 
wrong  to  dispose  of  every  bit  of  forest  reserve 
in  the  country ;  it  was  utterly  wrong. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said,  as  proof  of  what  might 
be  done,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua  suggested,  with  a  treeless  part  of  the 
country,  they  had  work  accomplished  on  the 
treeless  plains  of  Canterbury.  Large  reserves 
had  been  made  there  by  the  honourable  mem- 
Mr,  J.  McKenBte 


her  for  Halswell  when  Superintendent  of  Can- 
terbury. They  had  been  transferred  to  the 
County  Council,  as  the  last  speaker  had  sug- 
gested. And  what  had  been  the  result  ?  Por- 
tions of  the  reserves  had  been  leased  ioz 
varying  periods,  and  the  rentals  received  from 
the  reserves  so  leased  had  been  applied  to 
planting  the  other  portions.  TraTcUers  by 
rail  now  saw  strips  of  plantations  spreading 
all  over  the  plains  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner.  That  was  what  the  planting-reserves 
were  made  for.  He  hoped  the  lilinister  would 
consider  whether  this  forest  reserve  could  not 
be  leased  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  there  were  thou- 
sands  of  acres  besides  this. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  this  reserve  had  been 
occupied  by  somebody.  What  had  become  of 
the  rental  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  had  it  for 
nothing. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  asked,  why  did  not  the 
department  look  after  it  ? 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  there  was  no  reason  why 
the  occupier  should  not  pay  rent.  He  ought 
not  to  have  had  it  for  twelve  years  for  nothing. 
There  was  no  reason,  so  far  as  he  could  see, 
why  he  should  not  be  made  to  pay  rent  in 
future,  and  why  the  rent  should  not  be  applied 
to  carry  out  the  purpose  for  which  the  reserve 
was  made.  When  changes  of  this  kind  were 
proposed,  dealing  with  forest  reserves,  which 
we  should  look  upon  with  great  jeejousy, 
there  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  table  very  full  in- 
formation regarding  it — a  full  report  from  the 
Crown  Lands  Department  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  a  map  showing  what 
was  proposed  to  be  done.  The  report  should 
describe  exactly  why  the  reserve  was  no  longer 
necessary,  and  wh^  it  was  desirable  to  abolish 
it.  He  looked  with  great  jealousy  upon  the 
abolition  of  these  forest  reserves,  which,  if  he 
could  have  his  way,  should  only  be  effected 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  The  time  would  come 
when  the  present  generation  would  be  con- 
demned for  not  having  done  more  to  preserve 
the  forests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  Minister  had 
mentioned  this  man  as  not  having  paid  for  the 
land  for  twelve  years.  Surely  that  was  the 
fault  of  the  department.  It  was  within  the 
power  of  the  department  to  charge  rentals  for 
these  reserves  while  they  were  not  being  used 
for  the  purposes  for  which  tiiey  were  originally 
made,  and  there  was  provision  for  that  in  the 
existing  Land  Act. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  not  Grown 
land. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  asked  what  it  was. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  a  forest 
reserve. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment had  charge  of  the  leasiog  of  it.  Any 
reserves  made  under  that  Act  could  be  leased 
by  the  Government. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  they  could  only  be 
leased  under  the  State  Forests  Act. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  under  the  State 
Forests  Act,  too,  lands  could  be  leased  for  the 
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pnzpose  of  mftking  reTenue  for  planting  farther 
areas  of  land.  There  was  no  doubt  whatever 
about  that.  The  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
know  the  Acts  he  was  administering.  Then, 
again,  this  was  a  local  Act,  and  they  had  no 
right  to  have  that  Act  brought  down  in  the 
way  it  was.  They  did  not  know  what  the 
opinions  in  the  locality  were,  and  the  people 
of  the  locality  in  which  this  reserve  was  situated 
had  a  right  to  be  consulted  in  the  matter. 
He  asked  the  ruling  of  the  Speaker  on  the 
point. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  looked  into  that 
matter,  because  when  the  Bill  was  introduced 
he  had  pointed  out  that,  to  judge  from  the 
title,  it  was  a  local  Bill,  for  the  reason  that 
there  was  a  Gimmerbum  Forest  Bill  passed 
in  1890  which  was  ruled  to  be  a  local  Bill; 
but  on  looking  into  the  matter  he  found  that 
the  Bill  of  1890  proposed  to  vest  certain  land 
in  the  Corporation  of  Maniototo,  and  the  pre- 
sent Bill  differed  from  that  in  that  it  did  not 
propose  to  alienate  the  land  dealt  with  in 
any  way  from  the  Grown.  It  remained,  as 
he  understood,  Grown  land,  and  the  Bill  simply 
proposed  to  remove  the  reserve. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  Minister  says  it  is 
not  Grown  land. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  could  not  hold  it  to 
be  anything  else  but  Grown  land,  for  he  could 
not  imagine  the  Grown  had  any  power  to  deal 
with  a  reserve  which  was  not  Grown  land. 
Therefore,  holding  it  to  be  Grown  land,  and 
seeing  that  the  Bill  did  not  propose  to  divest 
the  Grown  of  it,  he  ruled  it  to  be  a  public  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  taken  the 
opinion  of  the  Solicitor-Gkneral  on  the  question, 
and  that  gentleman  had  advised  him  that  it 
was  not  a  local  Bill. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  question  was 
not  for  the  Solicitor-General  to  determine ;  it 
was  for  the  Speaker  to  determine  that. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  said  it  did  seem  extra- 
ordinary that  only  Isome  six  years  ago  it  was 
found  necessary  to  pass  an  Act  to  vest  certain 
lands  as  a  forest  reserve  for  this  particular 
district,  and  that  now  they  were  endeavouring 
to  pass  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  taking  away 
the  very  privilege  they  gave  to  that  district  in 
1887.  The  Minister  said  he  was  unable  to  deal 
with  this  particular  block  of  land  because  it 
was  not  Grown  land.  He  would  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman,  who  administered  the 
State  Forests  Act  ?  Was  it  not  the  honourable 
gentleman  ?  Was  the  land  not  under  his  con- 
trol? The  honourable  gentleman  would  not 
advise  them  whom  the  land  belonged  to.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  it  was  under  the 
State  Forests  Act,  and  surely  he  had  control  of 
it  under  that  Act  just  as  much  as  if  it  were 
under  the  Land  Act.  There  was  no  doubt  they 
would  have  to  be  very  careful  in  allowing  an 
alteration  to  be  made,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
doubtless  tiie  Act  of  1887  was  passed  at  the  re- 
quest of  settlers  in  that  particular  district  who 
desired  to  see  the  reserve  set  apart  for  tree- 
planting.  He  was  well  aware  that  it  was  very 
difficult  to  let  a  section  of  that  size  for  grazing 
purposes,  beoause  the  GoTenunent  would  have 


to  spend  a  considerable  amount  of  money  in 
fencing  and  subdividing  it,  and,  if  it  was  over- 
run with  rabbits,  as  was  stated  in  the  Bill,  he 
was  sorry  to  hear  it.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  been  held  up  as  a  model  Minister  in 
regard  to  the  eradication  of  all  sorts  of  pests, 
and  the  keeping-down  of  this  particular  rab- 
bit-pest, and  vet  it  appeared  that  there  was 
a  section  of  land  under  the  control  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  department  that 
was  overrun  with  rabbits.  If  that  was  so,  it 
was  not  at  all  to  the  credit  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  because  he  should  see  that  his 
officers  carried  out  the  Act  propedy,  and  that 
these  rabbits  were  kept  down. ' 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — Let  the  land  to  a  squat- 
ter, and  then  call  jipon  him  to  keep  down  the 
rabbit-pest. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  said  he  was  very  sorry 
there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  that  going  on. 
The  Government  would  not  take  their  fair 
share  of  responsibility  with  regard  to  keeping 
down  the  raDbit8,~and  that  was  the  trouble. 
Many  years  ago,  when  he  was  giving  evidence 
as  a  witness  before  the  Stock  Gommittee,  he 
suggested  that  some  clause  ought  to  be  put 
into  the  Rabbit  Nuisance  Bill  to  compel  the 
Government  to  destroy  rabbits  on  the  public 
reserves,  because,  whilst  they  were  endeavour- 
ing to  legislate  to  compel  other  people  to  keep 
down  the  rabbits,  th0te  seemed  to  be  no  pos- 
sibility of  forcing  the  Government  to  do  like- 
wise. And  here  was  a  clear  case — ^the  honour- 
able gentleman  or  the  Government — ^he  would 
not  say  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  he  sup- 
posed the  rabbits  were  there  before  he  took 
office — but  the  Government  were  not  compelled 
to  keep  down  the  rabbits  as  they  should  be, 
and  therefore  these  sections  got  into  such  a 
state  that  they  were  not  able  to  let  them.  The 
adjoining  landholders  would  not  accept  the 
responsibility  of  keeping  down  the  rabbits; 
the  land  could  not  be  let,  and  therefore  there 
was  no  rent  to  be  obtained.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  let  the  land,  then  he 
could,  as  stated  by  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere,  carry  out  an  annual  modicum  of 
tree-planting,  so  that  these  reserves  should,  in 
time,  become  properly  nlanted.  A  suggestion 
had  been  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  that  the  reserve  should  be  handed 
over  to  the  Gounty  Gouncil.  He  did  not  think 
the  Gounty  Gouncil  would  take  it,  because  they 
would  not  accept  the  responsibility  of  keeping 
down  the  rabbits.  He  did  not  know  exactly 
the  circumstances  under  which  this  section 
was  granted  for  this  particular  purpose,  but  it 
seemed  to  him  that  no  reasonable  explanation 
had  been  given  why  they,  at  that  short  period, 
should  bring  into  the  House  another  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  away  from  the  settlers 
what  they  evidently  desired  in  1887. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  mixing  up  two  matters— it  was 
not  the  same  reserve. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  said,  Well,  then,  he  did 
not  understand  the  Bill.  In  1887  an  area  of 
1,000  acres  in  the  Gimmerbum  district  was  set 
apart  as  a  State  forest  reserve,  and  no  funds  for 
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plaufcing  or  otherwise  utilising  the  same  had 
been  provided.    This  Bill  went  on  to  say, — 

** .  .  .  whereets  no  timber  is  now  growing 
upon  the  said  l£md,  and  it  is  overran  by  rab- 
bits ;  whereas,  further,  the  land  can  be  made 
to  produce  revenue  to  the  Grown,  instead  of 
being  used  for  pasture  by  the  adjacent  pas- 
toraJ-runholder  without  any  payment  therefor, 
and  the  land  has  been  applied  for  in  small 
areas  by  persons  living  in  the  district  who  wish 
to  become  settlers,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
the  reserve  should  be  removed  therefrom  for 
thepurpose  of  settlement." 

Was  that  the  same  reserve  or  not?  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  it  was  not— that 
he  (Mr.  Valentine)  was  mixing  up  two  matters. 
He  might  be  wrong.  Then,,  it  was  his  obtuse- 
ness  in  not  being  able  to  understand  the  para- 
graph in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WARD.— Question. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  said  the  Hon.  the  Post- 
master-General seemed  to  be  in  a  hurry  over  this 
thing.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  not  par- 
ticularly well  versed  in  such  matters  as  this. 
Although  the  honourable  gentleman  had  large 
forest  reserves  in  his  district,  they  were  all  well 
planted  for  him — planted  by  Nature— and  a 
very  good  revenue  was  being  derived  from  those 
reserves,  which,  but  for  the  action  of  the 
House,  might  still  have  been  forest  reserves 
in  the  hands  of  the  Grown,  but  which  at  the 
present  moment  were  being  utilised  for  the 
purpose  of  producing  timber — perhaps  to  the 
detriment  of  the  country  at  a  later  period.  He 
supposed  there  were  honourable  gentlemen  in 
the  House  who  knew  the  local  circumstances  in 
connection  with  the  Bill,  and  who  would  be  able 
to  enlighten  them  upon  the  point  as  to  whether 
the  settlers  really  desired  that  this  Bill  should 
be  carried  into  law  or  not.  At  all  events,  he 
said  that,  the  Bill  having  been  rejected  already 
in  another  Chamber,  and  having  on  the  face  of 
it  a  very  doubtful  appearance,  he  thought  they 
ought  to  be  very  careful  in  reading  it  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  he  knew  the 
land  very  well ;  it  happened  to  be  in  his  dis- 
trict, and  he  remembered  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  made  a  forest  reserve.  The 
statement  in  the  preamble  was  also  true,  that 
since  it  had  been  made  a  reserve  nothing  what- 
ever had  been  done  to  it ;  and  he  did  not 
think  that  anything  was  likely  to  be  done  to 
it,  because  there  were  no  funds.  There  was 
no  Forest  Department.  There  were  no  funds, 
and  the  Gounty  Council  had  no  means  at  its 
disposal  for  forest-planting.  He  thought  the 
House  was  making  too  much  importance  over 
the  withdrawal  of  this  piece  of  land  from  the 
forest  reserves  of  the  colony. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Why  was  it  granted  ? 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  granted 
for  the  purpose  of  planting  the  land  with  trees, 
if  such  could  be  done.  It  was  a  very  good  thing 
to  make  these  reserves,  and,  as  a  general  rule, 
every  one  liked  to  see  trees  planted  in  a  treeless 
country  whenever  it  was  possible ;  but  he  con- 
fessed, for  his  own  part,  that  he  believed  the 
land  would  be  better  occupied  in  settlement 
Mr,  Valentine 


than  allowing  it  to  remain  as  it  was  now. 
The  honourable  member  for  Inangshhua,  per- 
haps, did  not  know  the  country. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  know  it  very  well. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  the  hononr- 
able  member,  perhaps,  did  not  know  it  as  inti- 
mately as  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  did;  and  if  it 
were  an  easy  matter  to  plajit  forests  in  the 
locality  in  question — if  it  were  a  comparatively 
inexpensive  thing,  as  it  was  in  other  districts — 
he  would  entirely  agree  with  the  honourable 
gentleman ;  but  the  fact  of  the  matter  was 
that  trees  did  not  grow  there  without  a  good 
deal  of  expense.  Honourable  members  who 
argued  that  tree-planting  on  the  Canterbury 
Plains  was  somewhat  similar  to  tree-planting 
in  the  interior  of  Otago  were  making  a  veiy 
great  mistake.  On  the  Canterbury  Plains  it 
was  a  very  simple  and  easy  matter.  If  in 
Canterbury  you  ran  the  plough  over  the  land 
and  then  planted  trees  they  would  grow  splen- 
didly ;  but  in  the  interior  of  Otago  you  would 
require  to  trench  the  ground  before  the  trees 
could  be  planted  with  any  prospect  of  success. 
They  had  tried  the  experiment  in  their  gflkrdens, 
and,  although  they  had  succeeded,  it  was  at 
considerable  expense. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  about  the  Otago 
Central  ? 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Otago 
Central  country  might  be  very  good,  and  was 
very  good,  for  a  railway-line,  but  it  was  not 
requisite  that  a  piece  of  country  should  be 
suitable  for  tree-planting  to  make  it  suitable 
for  a  line  of  railway.  He  was  speaking  from 
experience;  and  the  honourable  member  who 
interrupted  him  would  pardon  him  for  saying 
that  he  knew  nothing  whatever  about  it.  What 
he  had  said  was  the  case  in  Canterbury ;  but 
in  Otago  it  was,  as  he  said,  a  very  expensive 
matter.  He  would  say  one  thing  more  before 
he  left  the  matter:  that  was,  after  his  ex- 
perience of  Central  Otago,  the  conclusion  he 
came  to  was  that  the  best  kind  of  forest  that 
could  be  reared  there  was  that  made  up  of 
little  plantations  that  people  got  around  their 
homesteads  in  the  course  of  time.  There  was 
plenty  of  land  that  might  be  profitably  utilised 
for  settlement  if  the  settlers  were  encouraged, 
and  a  good  deal  of  encouragement  had  been 
given  already,  although  that  encouragement 
was  not  taken  advantage  of  as  he  should  have 
liked,  for  tree-planting.  The  best  kind  of  plant- 
ing was  what  a  man  did  about  his  own  doors. 
On  the  whole,  he  did  not  think  there  was  any 
local  feeling  in  the  matter.  He  believed  the 
land  in  question  would  be  better  under  settle- 
ment than  lying  waiting  for  some  indefinite 
time  for  a  forest  to  be  planted  there. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  had  explained  to  the 
House  as  well  as  it  could  possibly  be  done  the 
position  of  this  reserve.  He  would  point  out  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  also  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Halswell,  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  that  if  the  Maniototo  County 
Council  wished  to  plant  trees  there  were  thou- 
sands of  acres  in  the  district  in  the  same 
position  as  the  reserve  in  question  which  they 
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could  get  if  they  wished  to  commence  plant- 
ing at  any  time.  But  they  had  tried  their 
hands  at  planting  here,  and  it  had  heen 
a  failure.  When  he  went  to  the  district  last 
year  he  saw  the  plantations,  and  he  would 
not  give  £5  an  acre  for  them :  in  fact,  they 
were  prevented  by  the  rabbits  th^re  when  they 
attempted  to  plant ;  and,  to  plant  this  piece  of 
land,  in  the  first  place  they  would  have  to 
surround  it  with  a  wire-netting  fence  to  keep 
eJl  the  rabbits  outside  of  it*  Then  they  would 
have  to  trench  it,  and  bring  water  on  to  it, 
before  they  could  get  the  trees  to  gfow,  and  he 
did  not  think  the  State  was  prepared  to  do 
that,  for  he  did  not  think  honourable  members 
would  vote  the  money.  He  was  satisfied  that 
the  County  Council  would  not  find  the  money 
to  do  it  if  the  reserve  were  handed  over  to 
them ;  but  he  could  assure  honourable  members 
that  if  the  County  Council  were  willing  to  plant 
trees  in  the  interior  there  were  thousands  of 
acres  besides  that  reserve  equally  suitable  for 
planting,  and  more  so.  This  reserve  was  set 
aside  under  the  State  Forests  Act  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  some  day  planted,  together  with 
a  number  of  other  reserves ;  but  not  even  one 
of  them  had  yet  been  planted.  The  reserve 
had  been  a  curse  to  all  who  had  been  con- 
nected with  it,  as  they  had  to  find  the  money 
to  keep  down  the  rabbits.  Then,  they  could 
get  no  settlers  to  take  it  up  or  lease  it  under 
the  State  Forests  Act,  as  they  would  have  to 
plant  a  certain  number  of  trees,  and  would  be 
offered  a  lease  that  would  be  of  no  value  to 
them.  That  was  the  position  at  the  present 
time. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — ^Why  could  a  man  not 
crop  it? 

Mr.  J,  McKENZIE  said  the  law  did  not  per- 
mit it. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Why  not  alter  the  law  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  they  could  not  alter 
the  law  merely  to  deal  with  that  one  small 
reserve.  He  would  say  something  to  the  House 
which  honourable  members  were  not  aware  of. 
There  was  an  extraordinary  interest  taken  in 
this  little  reserve  now  that  it  was  to  be  dealt 
with  in  the  House.  The  matter  was  taken  up 
by  an  honourable  gentleman  in  another  place, 
—  members  of  the  other  Chamber  told  him 
80.  And  why  was  this  reserve  taken  up  ?  The 
whole  secret  was  in  his  desk  in  the  office.  He 
had  received  a  most  indignant  letter  from  a 
squatter  who  had  possession  of  this  land,  and 
who  had  held  the  country  for  several  years, 
— since  it  was  made  a  State  forest, — and  for 
which  he  paid  no  rent ;  and  this  gentleman 
felt  it  very  hard  that  he  should  be  asked  to 
give  it  up.  He  had  held  it  for  years  for  nothing. 
He  (Mr.  McKenzie)  would  bring  up  the  letter,  and 
read  it  when  in  Committee.  Honourable  mem- 
bers would  then  see  that  he  was  doing  his  duty 
in  trying  to  deal  with  this  piece  of  land,  so  as 
to  save  the  State  from  having  to  find  the  means 
of  clearing  it  of  rabbits,  aod  at  the  same  time 
get  something  out  of  it.  He  did  not  see  why 
they  should  make  a  present  of  a  thousand 
acres  to  a  certain  runholder  simply  because  it 
Buited  him  to  hold  it  for  nothing. 


An  Hon.  Mbubeb. — What  is  his  name  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  not  going  to  men- 
tion names.  He  knew  perfectly  well  that 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  to  defeat  the  ob- 
ject in  another  place,  but  he  was  doing  his  duty, 
and,  if  the  same  action  was  persisted  in  in  the 
other  Chamber,  he  should  speak  about  it  in  a 
way  some  one  would  not  like.  He  was  simply 
doing  his  duty  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown. 

An  Hon.  Meubbb. — Why  do  you  not  make 
him  ^ay  rent  for  it  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.  — He  would  not  pay 
any  rent  in  the  past. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Why  not  let  it  to  some- 
body  else  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  there  was  no  one 
else  to  take  it  up.  The  honourable  gentleman 
knew  perfectly  well  that  under  the  State 
Forests  Act  reserves  for  forests  could  not  be 
dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as  Crown  lands, 
and  to  get  that  property  occupied  they  would 
have  to  give  a  tenure  the  same  as  under  the 
Land  Act.  He  hoped  no  more  would  be  said 
upon  this  matter,  because  he  could  assure 
honourable  members  there  was  not  the  slightest 
chance  of  the  reserve  being  planted  by  the 
Gk>vernment  or  by  any  one  in  the  district ;  and, 
if  the  settlers  required  it  for  settlement,  why 
should  not  the  Government  open  it  for  them  ? 
There  were  thousands  of  acres  in  the  same 
district  which  the  County  Council  could  plant 
if  they  chose  to  do  so. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WESTLAND  AND  NELSON  COALFIELDS 
ADMINISTBATION  BILL. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  might  explain  that 
this  was  not  the  first  time  the  Bill  had  been 
before  the  House.  His  honourable  friend  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  knew  that  perfectly 
well.  The  Bill  was  before  the  House  last  year, 
and  was  then  sent  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee; but  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in- 
sisted upon  the  appointment  of  a  Commission. 
That  Commission  had  been  appointed,  and  had 
reported  upon  the  matter  during  the  recess. 
Their  report  was  now  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  No  doubt  honourable  members  had 
read  it  carefully,  and  knew  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  That  would  make  his  duty 
on  the  present  occasion  very  light,  because  if 
honourable  members  had  read  the  report  they 
would  see  that  the  Bill  now  proposed  was  the 
outcome  of  it,  and  it  was  to  give  practical  effect 
to  the  report  of  the  Commission.  The  object 
of  the  Bill  was,  first,  to  place  upon  a  more 
equitable  basis  the  tenure  of  the  Westport 
colliery  reserves  of  that  town.  The  tenants  of 
those  reserves  had  always  been  discontented 
in  connection  with  their  leases.  They  had 
petitioned  the  House  time  after  time,  and  had 
brought  the  matter  before  various  Govern- 
ments on  various  occasions.  There  were  some 
seventy-three  acres  of  land  in  the  reserves  in 
the  Town  of  Westport.  A  portion  of  that  land 
would  be  required  for  railway  purposes;  and 
another  portion  had  been  set  aside,  and  was  to 
.be  dealt  with  when  the  Bill  passed.    It  was  to 
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be  retained  for  the  parpose  of  railway  require- 
ments at  any  future  time.  There  was  a  part  of 
the  reserve  not  likely  to  be  required  for  rail- 
way purposes,  and  it  was  proposed  to  give  a 
twenty-one  years'  lease  of  that,  with  the  right 
of  renewal,  to  the  present  tenants — that  was, 
to  those  who  might  choose  to  take  the  leases 
under  the  Bill.  Those  who  did  not  wish  to 
accept  these  leases  remained  as  they  were  at 
present — under  the  Act  under  which  they  held 
their  leases  at  the  present  time. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb  asked  how  long  these 
leases  had  to  run. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  replied,  only  a  few  years. 
He  did  not  know  the  number  of  years,  but,  at 
any  rate,  in  some  cases  only  a 'few  years.  The 
result  of  the  uncertainty  of  tenure  was  that 
nobody  cared  to  improve  the  property  in  any 
way,  from  fear  of  what  might  happen.  It  was 
necessary  to  encourage  them  to  improve  their 
property,  and  this  Bill  gave  them  a  definite 
tenure.  This  could  be  done  without  any  harm 
to  the  colony.  It  would  not  affect  the  railway 
reserve,  but  it  would  benefit  the  people  of  the 
district.  He  could  see  no  reason  why  the  Bill 
should  be  rejected  on  the  present  occasion. 
They  had  had  a  very  able  report  from  the 
gentlemen  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 
The  Commissioners  were  Messrs.  A.  Greenfield 
and  Barron,  and  their  report  placed  the  matter 
in  a  nutshell.  After  the  second  reading,  he 
proposed  to  refer  the  Bill  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  said  he  was  glad  to  see  an 
old  friend  again,  in  the  shape  of  the  present 
Bill.  It  had  been  a  matter  of  very  great  in- 
terest for  a  considerable  number  of  years.  If 
anything  were  to  be  given  under  the  Bill,  the 
reason  >why  it  had  not  been  given  before  was  on 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  claims 
had  been  urged  on  behalf  of  those  leaseholders, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  interest.  That 
was  his  belief.  He  would  like  to  know,  when 
the  Minister  replied,  whether  the  Commission 
— he  had  not  read  the  report — took  the  evi- 
dence of  the  Bailway  Commissioners. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said.  Yes. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  asked  if  the  report  Had 
been  concurred  in  by  the  Bailway  Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  officer  represent- 
ing the  railway  authorities  at  Westport  gave 
evidence  in  connection  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  wished  to  know  what  the 
Bailway  Commissioners  thought  of  the  evi- 
dence. From  the  evidence  of  the  Commis- 
sioners last  year  the  Committee  had  good 
reason  to  believe  that  the  proposals  then  made 
were  such  as  could  not  properly  be  granted, 
having  due  respect  to  the  public  interest.  It 
would  be  their  duty  to  see  what  the  views  of 
those  in  charge  of  the  railways  were,  and  also 
to  see,  from  the  maps,  whether  the  Bill  went  in 
the  direction  of  what  could  fairly  be  granted. 
He  hoped  they  were  concessions  that  mi^ht  be 
made.  If  concessions  had  been  granted  m  the 
past  they  ought  not  to  have  been  granted,  be- 
cause they  had  been  pressed  for  in  the  most 
injudicious  manner  by  the  people  representing 
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the  holders  of  the  leases.  If  these  persons  had 
approached  the  matter  with  a  desire  to  settle 
it,  and  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the 
Commissioners,  he  thought  concessions  might 
fairly  be  granted ;  otherwise  the  Bill  was  likely 
to  appear  over  and  over  again,  and,  if  they 
were  in  Parliament  twenty  years  hence,  the 
Bill  would  still  come  before  them. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  understood  from  the  re- 
marks of  the  Minister  that  his  chief  desire 
was  to  give  some  stability  to  the  tenure  of  the 
leases  in  question.  He  stated  that  leases  for 
twenty-one  years  had  been  granted,  and  that 
this  land  was  not  likely  to  be  required  for 
railway  putposes.  He  rather  agreed  with  the 
Minister  that  there  was  good  reason  for  giving 
some  reasonable  tenure  to  lessees.  He  would 
give  the  House  a  clear  illustration  by  a  case 
in  point.  On  a  certain  date  railway  landa 
were  advertised  to  be  put  up  for  a  term  of 
years — he  thought,  seven  years — and  at  a  rental 
which,  to  his  mind,  seemed  excessive.  He 
ventured  to  predict  that  no  application  would 
be  made  for  the  land  in  consequence  of  the 
short  term  of  the  lease,  and  also  on  account  of 
the  larger  fact  tbat  the  land  was  overvalued. 
On  making  inquiry,  later  on,  he  found  that  to 
have  been  the  case.  He  would  like  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  to 
the  fact  that  the  Railway  Commissioners  would 
be  quite  willing  in  many  cases  to  give  long 
leases,  but  he  understood  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  entirely  opposed  to  long  leases 
being  granted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  was  entirely  wrong. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  was  glad  to  hear  that  he 
had  been  misinformed,  and  he  would  accept 
the  honourable  gentleman's  statement;  but» 
unless  long  leases  were  given,  how  could  they 
expect  people  taking  up  these  reserves  to 
reasonably  improve  them  ?  They  required  the 
land  for  business  purposes,  and  they  were  pre- 
pared to  spend  considerable  sums  of  money  in 
putting  up  buildings  and  making  other  neces- 
sary improvements  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  their  business.  But  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances they  could  not  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  do  that.  He  noticed  that  the  present 
Bill  provided  for  twenty -one  years'  leases. 
They  could  not  get  people  to  take  up  reserves 
at  a  fair  rent  unless  they  were  assured  of  a 
reasonable  tenure.  There  was  one  point  in 
clause  6,  with  reference  to  compensation  to 
lessees  for  improvements,  that  he  wished  to 
caU  attention  to.  He  did  not  understand 
whether  any  of  the  present  tenants  of  the 
Bailway  Commissioners  could  claim  any  sum 
by  way  of  compensation  for  buildings  erected 
on  tbe  land.  He  understood  not ;  but  it  was 
provided  in  this  Bill  that  the  lessees  should 
be  entitled  to  remove  the  improvements  within 
such  time  after  the  expiration  of  the  leases 
as  might  be  granted  by  the  Government.  He 
thought  this  was  reasonable,  and  he  quite 
agreed  with  it.  He  did  not  see  why  a  man 
should  spend  £1,000,  say,  in  improvements  on 
Government  ground  wi&out  bemg  able  to  ob- 
tain some  recompense  at  the  end  of  his  lease. 
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and  he  therefore  entirely  agreed  with  the  pro- 
vision in  claase  6.  He  did  not  know  that  there 
was  anything  else  in  the  measure  to  refer  to. 
In  Oommittee  he  would  have  to  go  through  it 
clause  hy  clause,  and  find  out  the  bearings  of 
each  provision  in  the  Bill.  As  far  as  he  could 
see,  tne  Bill  was  a  reasonable  one,  as  it  con- 
tained provisions  for  the  protection  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  public. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  would  only  say  this :  that  the 
one  objection  that  was  urged  before,  he  under- 
stood, to  the  granting  of  the  leases  was  that  it 
might  prevent  the  railway-work  going  on.  He 
was  over  the  place  lately,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
there  was  ample  accommodation  for  the  rail- 
ways for  more  than  twenty  years  to  come.  He 
did  not  think  the  working  of  the  railways  could 
be  interfered  with  in  the  slightest  degree  by 
giving  the  present  occupiers  of  the  land  some 
tenure :  in  fact,  he  was  certain  of  it.  As  to  the 
terms,  of  course  these  could  be  arranged.  He 
was  sure  if  any  person  visited  the  district  he 
would  see  that  there  was  more  than  ample 
land  for  railway  accommodation  if  the  coal 
export  were  multiplied  tenfold  during  the  next 
twenty  years.  He  understood  the  Bill  was 
going  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee;  there- 
fore it  was  unnecessary  to  discuss  it  at  the 
present  moment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  had  read  very  care- 
fully the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  and,  so 
long  as  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  provided 
only  for  dealing  with  these  leases  entirely  on 
the  lines'  laid  down  by  this  Commission,  he 
oould  see  no  good  reason  for  objecting  to  it. 
But  the  report  of  the  Commission  fully  justified 
the  opposition  that  was  given  to  the  measure 
introduced  last  session,  because  the  report  dis- 
tinctly pointed  out, — 

"The  rights  of  lessees  to  compensation  if 
lands  taken  for  railways  or  other  public  pur- 
poses :  Upon  this  question  we  have  already 
stated  our  opinion,  that,  if  the  leases  are  al- 
lowed to  run  their  full  term,  and  the  lands  are 
taken  by  Government  for  public  purposes,  and 
not  relet,  the  lessees  have  no  legal  claim  to 
compensation." 

Now,  the  Bill  introduced  last  year  was  to 
the  effect  that  fresh  leases  should  at  once  be 
granted  to  all  these  tenants,  without  any  re- 
servations or  exceptions :  it  was  practically  to 
make  them  a  present  of  whatever  properties 
were  erected  on  their  sections,  without  regard 
to  public  requirements,  or  to  the  protection  of 
the  public  purse.  If  nothing  more  was  to  be 
given  effect  to  by  this  Bill  than  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Commissioners,  he  thought  the 
House  might  agree  to  its  second  reading. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

HALSWELL  RIVER  DRAINAGE  DIS- 
TRICT BILL. 

On  the  order  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill  being  called  on, 

Mir.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  referred  this 
Bill  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Bills,  to 
decide  whether  it  was  a  public  or  a  local  Bill. 
If  the  Minister  pleased,  he  could  take  the 
second  reading,  on  the  understanding  that,  if 

VOL.  LZZXL-«). 


the  Committee  reported  that  it  was  a  local  Bill, 
then  the  order  for  its  committal  would  have  to 
be  discharged. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  he  would  do  that. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  give  effect  to  an 
agreement  come  to  between  the  Government 
and  the  Selwyn  County  Council.  The  object 
of  the  Bin  was  to  enable  the  drainage  -  area 
there  to  be  increased,  so  as  to  include  Lake 
Ellesmere,  and  to  enable  the  Selwyn  County 
Council  to  keep  the  water  down.  Then,  the 
Bill  provided  for  an  endowment  of  land  to  the 
County  Council  that  would  yield  a  revenue  of 
£76  a  year,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  down  the 
water  of  the  lake.  That  was  the  purpose  of 
the  Bill:  it  was  to  enable  the  arrangement 
come  to  with  the  County  Council  to  be  carried 
into  effect.  In  the  first  place,  the  Government 
proposed  to  pay  the  County  Council  £750  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  the  drains  already  in 
the  dis^ct  in  order,  and  then  to  grant  an 
endowment,  yielding  £75  annually,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  down  the  water  of  the  lake; 
and  it  required  the  drainage -area  to  be  ex- 
tended in  order  to  include  a  portion  of  the 
lake. 

Sir  J.  HALL  said  this  was  a  very  urgent  BUI. 
The  drainage-works  already  carried  out  were 
falling  into  disrepair,  and  there  was  no  power, 
without  legislation,  to  keep  the  drains  in  order, 

gart  of  the  district  affected  being  in  the  Akaroa 
ounty  and  part  in  the  Selwyn  County.  Un- 
less this  Bill  were  passed  during  the  present 
session  great  damage  would  ensue  to  the  works 
already  done,  and  heavy  expense  would  have 
to  be  incurred  afterwards. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WEST  COAST  SETTLEMENT  RESERVES 
BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  com- 
mitted, 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  he  had  just  re- 
ceived from  the  West  Coast  a  communication 
which  indicated  that  the  translation  of  this  Bill 
that  had  been  circulated  among  the  Maoris  did 
not  give  the  correct  meaning  of  the  English 
original. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  Bill  had  been  entirely 
altered  in  the  Native  Affairs  Committee — that 
was  the  reason. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked.  Why  should 
not  the  amendments  made  by  the  Committee 
in  this  Bill  be  distributed  also?  Had  that 
been  done  ?  He  saw  that  the  alterations  made 
by  the  Committee  were  extensive.  That  being 
so,  it  would  only  be  justice  to  those  concerned 
— and  the  Natives  on  the  West  Coast  were  very 
deeply  concerned — ^in  this  Bill  that  a  trans- 
lation of  the  Bill  as  now  reported  from  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  should  be  circulated. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said.  Would  the  Interpreter 
state  if  that  had  been  done  ? 

Captam  Maib  said  the  Bill  had  been  circu- 
lated in  Maori. 

Mr.  CARROLL  might  state  that  the  altera- 
tions made  by  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
mainly  consisted  in  the  striking*  out  of  certain 
clauses. 
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Mr.  VALENTINE  said  the  Natiyes  ought  to 
know  what  the  olaases  were  that  had  beea 
struck  out.  The  Natives  were  better  judges 
of  these  matters  than  honourable  members 
were.  It  was  all  very  well  to  take  the  Minis- 
ter's statement  that  certain  clauses  had  been 
left  out,  but  the  omission  of  these  clauses 
might  mean  something  very  serious  to  those 
concerned,  and  the  Natives  should  be  informed 
concerning  them.  He  thought  the  Bill,  as 
altered,  ought  to  be  sent  to  them  in  Maori,  so 
that  it  might  be  properly  discussed. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  if  he  was  to 
understand  from  Mr.  Speaker  that  the  Bill  as 
amended  by  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  had 
been  circulated  in  Maori  beyond  the  precincts 
of  the  House — to  the  Natives  on  the  West 
Coast. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  understood  from  the 
Interpreter  that  such  had  been  the  case. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  would  like  to  know 
when  it  had  been  circulated.  The  letter  he 
had  received  by  that  night's  mail  would  indi- 
cate that  the  Bill  as  amended  had  not  been 
brought  sufficiently  under  the  notice  of  the 
Natives. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Standing  Order  on 
the  subject  did  not  provide  for  the  circulation  of 
Maori  Bills  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Native 
districts.  All  that  was  required  to  be  done  to 
comply  with  the  Standing  Order  was,  that  the 
Bill  should  be  translated  so  as  to  be  available 
for  the  Maori  representatives  in  the  House.  He 
did  not  think  the  Standing  Order  went  to  the 
eictent  of  declaring  that  before  Parliament 
should  legislate  these  Bills  should  be  circu- 
lated among  the  whole  of  the  Native  race. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  said  there  could  be  no 
doubt  it  was  a  proper  thing  to  strike  out  clauses 
under  which  regulations  were  declared  to  be 
valid  whether  they  were  valid  or  not;  but 
when  they  came  to  clause  6  there  was  a  most 
important  alteration  made,  the  full  purport  of 
which  it  was  rather  difficult  to  see.     It  said, — 

'*  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  the  Public  Trustee  shall  have 
power  to  vary  or  alter  the  said  shares  if  it  be 
proved  to  him  that  the  said  determination  or 
settlement  was  erroneous,  and  to  pay  the 
amoimts  coming  to  the  Natives  on  the  footing 
of  such  variation  or  alteration." 

He  could  not  conceive  that  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  intended  to  give  power  to  upset 
the  relative  shares  of  Natives.  He  must  say 
that  he  thought  clause  7,  wherein  a  lease  was 
declared  to  be  valid  unless  the  contrary  was 
proved,  ought  to  be  closely  examined.  This 
did  not  seem  to  him  to  be  satisfactory.  It 
seemed  to  him  to  place  titles  in  a  somewhat 
precarious  position.  The  Committee  did  quite 
right  in  striking  out  clauses  9  and  11,  which 
were  of  a  most  arbitrary  character.  The  whole 
character  of  the  Bill  brought  down  by  the 
Government  displayed  such  entire  carelessness 
in  respect  to  what  they  were  bound  to  do  to 
protect  the  Native  interests  that  honourable 
members  could  not  help  looking  at  the  Bill 
with  very  considerable  suspicion.  | 


Sir  B.  STOUT  might  explain,  shortly,  what 
the  Committee  did  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  as  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Committee.  They  struck 
out  section  9,  which  made  the  regulations  valid 
whether  they  were  valid  or  not.  The  main 
clause  which  required  consideration  was  clause 
6,  and  he  would  explain  what  that  clause 
meant.  Judge  Wilson  sat  for,  he  thought, 
about  two  years  settling  the  respective  in- 
terests of  Natives  in  these  reserves.  After  he 
had  done  so,  Mr.  Bennell,  who  was  agent  for 
the  Public  Trustee,  practically  altered  a  great 
many  of  Judge  Wilson's  decisions,  and  varied 
them.  This  Bill  validated  partly  Judge  Wilson's 
and  partly  Mr.  Bennell's  decisions,  and  Mr. 
Taipua  had  stated  that  the  Natives  objected  to 
some  of  Mr.  Bennell's  decisions.  To  meet  that 
difficulty  a  new  paragraph  at  the  end  of  the 
clause  was  inserted  to  allow  the  Public  Trustee 
to  vary  Mr.  Bennell's  decisions  bearing  on  the 
quantum  of  interests.  The  fact  was  that  the 
Public  Trustee  had  been  paying  moneys  on  Mr. 
Bennell's  division  of  interests  for  some  time, 
and  unless  something  of  this  kind  were  done 
the  payments  would  be  landed  in  confusion. 
He  (Sir  B.  Stout)  thought  Mr.  Wilson's  decision 
should  be  adhered  to  until  another  judgment 
of  the  Native  Land  Court  varied  them.  If  the 
provision  made  by  the  Bill  did  not  work  out 
well,  he  thought  the  Natives  would  come  to 
Parliament  next  session  to  get  the  decisions 
altered  again  by  some  proper  judicial  officer. 
That  was  the  meaning  of  the  old  -clause  7, 
now  clause  6.  With  regard  to  the  present 
clause  7,  formerly  clause  8,  the  words  here  used 
were  those  used  in  the  making  of  by-laws  by 
Municipal  Corporations,,  and  in  other  statutes. 
In  the  section  as  originally  proposed  the  sig- 
nature to  the  lease  was  held  to  be  conclusive 
evidence  that  the  lease,  and  authority  to  grant, 
were  valid.  Now  it  was  provided  that  until 
the  contrary  was  proved  it  should  be  received 
as  evidence.  It  cast  the  onus  on  the  person 
objecting  to  the  lease.  Clause  9  was  struck 
out  because  it  allowed  the  Public  Trustee 
to  do  pretty  well  as  he  pleased.  Clause  11 
was  also  struck  out  for  the  same  reason. 
Clause  9  had  been  inserted  to  meet  a  difficulty 
which  had  ebrisen  as  to  the  amending  of 
leases  by  the  Public  Trustee.  The  Commit- 
tee thought  that  there  should  be  such  a 
provision,  because  it  was  difficult  to  get  meet- 
ings of  the  Natives  together,  seeing  that  a 
great  number  of  them  had  gone  to  stav  with 
Te  Whiti.  If  the  provision  in  the  Bill  were 
not  made,  they  would  never  get  a  division 
of  the  rents  at  all.  He  thought  he  had  ex- 
plained the  main  part  of  the  Bill.  He  might 
say  that,  after  the  Bill  was  discussed  in  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  all  the  Native  mem- 
bers agreed  with  the  altered  provisions.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  they  were  entirely 
satisfied  with  clause  6.  He  admitted  that  Mr. 
Taipua  was  not  very  sure  even  now  about 
clause  6;  but  that  dause  was  the  best  they 
could  devise  under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  he  might  point 
out  that,  if  his  correspondent  was  right,  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  was  wrong. 
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This  wfts  the  explanation  in  the  letter  he  had 
received  with  reference  to  olaose  6 : — 

"  The  first  apportionment  was  made  by  the 
Public  Trustee  through  the  Beserves  Trustee. 
Subsequently  the  Native  Land  Court  went  to 
very  great  trouble  in  apportioning  interests 
when  asked  by  owners,  and  in  many  instances 
altered  the  previous  shares," 

— and  so  on.  It  thus  appeared  that  Mr. 
Bennell  dealt  with  the  matter  first,  and  Judge 
Wilson  afterwards. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  Mr.  Bennell  altered 
the  matter  after  Judge  Wilson  had  sat.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Bennell  might 
not  have  made  out  some  divisional  interests 
before  the  Judge  sat;  but  it  was  as  he  had 
stated.  Unless  the  provision  he  had  indicated 
was  inserted  in  the  Bill  the  present  position 
would  be  in  a  muddle.  Unless  they  sent  some 
judicial  officer  to  revise  the  whole  rents  he  did 
not  know  where  the  thing  could  end.  Then, 
also,  some  of  the  Natives  were  getting  as  little 
as  £1  a  year,  and  if  they  were  to  allow  those 
Natives  to  fight  the  matter  out  before  the  Na- 
tive Land  Court  the  poorer  Natives  would  lose 
everything.  This  clause,  in  fact,  had  been 
suggested  by  himself,  and  was  inserted  to  meet 
that  difficulty. 

Mr.  KAPA  thought  the  definitions  made  by 
the  Native  Land  Court  should  be  adhered  to. 
He  considered  that  the  definitions  of  shares 
were  made  in  a  most  perfunctory  manner  by 
the  representative  of  the  Public  Trustee,  and 
that  they  should  not  be  given  effect  to.  He 
thought  they  should  rather  accept  the  decision 
of  the  Native  Land  Court  as  to  the  respective 
interests  of  the  beneficiaries.  In  the  iTative 
Affairs  Committee  they  were  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  alterations  made  in  the  Bill.  There 
was  only  one  point  they  were  not  perfectly 
satisfied  about — that  was,  with  regard  to  the  6th 
clause ;  for  they  did  not  consider  that  a  single 
individual  should  be  authorised  to  define  the 
ahares,  in  preference  to  a  Judge  of  the  Native 
Land  Court.  He  was  quite  sure  that  if  the 
Native  Land  Court  defined  the  interests  it 
would  only  fix  them  after  very  careful  and  ex- 
haustive inquiry,  such  as  would  not  be  the  case 
were  the  work  done  by  a  single  individual, 
such  as  the  Beserves  Trustee. 

Mr.  WBIOHT  said,  from  the  remarks  made 
by  the  last  speaker,  it  would  appear  necessary 
to  eliminate  the  part  of  clause  6  which  gave 
power  to  the  Public  Trustee  to  make  changes 
as  to  the  interests  of  the  various  Natives. 
There  was  no  security  for  anybody  in  that 
clause,  and,  the  Natives  themselves  objecting 
to  it,  he  thought  it  should  be  struck  out.  He 
would  like  to  know  whether  a  translation  of 
the  Bill  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Natives  chiefly  concerned  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  CABBOLL.— That  is  so. 

Mr.  WBIGHT  asked  if  they  had  signified 
their  consent  to  this  most  extraordinary  pro- 
vision. 

Mr.  CABBOLL.— Do  you  mean  all  the 
Natives  on  the  Coast  ? 

Mr.  WBIGHT  said  he  meant  the  particular 
Natives  interested.     To  his  mind  Uie  power 


should  not  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Public  Trustee  or  of  any  other  individual  to 
deal  with  Native  lands  in  that  way,  and  he 
hoped  that  in  Committee  the  provision  would 
be  struck  out. 

Mr.  CABBOLL  said  there  was  really  nothing 
in  the  clause  referred  to  but  a  fair  compromise 
between  the  two  systems  which  had  been  em- 
ployed in  regard  to  these  lands  in  defining  the 
interests  and  shares  for  rent  purposes.  First 
of  all  the  work  was  done  by  the  Beserves 
Trustee,  Mr.  Bennell,  who  made  a  definition 
of  the  shares  upon  which  to  pay  the  rents. 
Then,  afterwards,  the  Native  Land  Court 
operated  over  the  same  land,  and  also  defined 
the  same  interests ;  but  the  two  did  not  corre- 
spond. Before  the  Native  Land  Court  operated 
over  these  lands  the  rents  had  been  paid  out 
on  Mr.  Bennell's  decision ;  so,  when  the  Court 
made  the  subsequent  alteration,  considerable 
confusion  had  arisen  in  consequence.  The 
clause  itself  confirmed  the  first  arrangement 
made  by  Mr.  Bennell,  but  it  gave  the  Public 
Trustee  power  to  alter  and  vary  the  decision 
where  it  was  considered  necessary,  and  where 
it  was  thought  that  the  Native  Land  Court's 
definition  of  interests  was  nearer  the  mark  than 
Mr.  Bennell's.  He  thought  no  one  should 
exercise  that  power  but  the  Public  Trustee. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Why  should  he? 

Mr.  CABBOLL  said,  because  he  was  the  pro- 
per person,  as  trustee  for  the  Natives.  They 
were  allowing  the  Public  Trustee  to  make 
such  alterations  as  would  be  fair  and  just. 
With  regard  to  the  translation  of  the  Bill,  it 
was  quite  true,  as  the  Interpreter  had  stated, 
that  the  Bill  as  it  came  from  the  Committee 
had  been  translated  and  circulated  among  the 
Natives.  Of  course  he  had  not  received  any 
communications  from  them  anent  the  matter ; 
but  he  did  not  think  it  was  desirable  to  wait 
until  he  received  a  communication  from  every 
one  interested.  In  the  case  of  Europeans 
being  interested  in  a  Bill  affecting  the  South 
Island,  for  instance,  they  would  not  keep  Par- 
liament waiting  until  they  received  a  commu- 
nication from  every  one  in  the  South  Island. 
As  long  as  the  members  representing  the 
people  interested — especially  the  Native  mem- 
ber representing  the  West  Coast  people— knew 
all  about  the  Bill 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Who  represents  the 
West  Coast  Natives  ? 

Mr.  CABBOLL  said  Mr.  Taipua  did,  and  he 
had  kept  the  Natives  informed  as  to  what  had 
been  going  on  regarding  the  Bill.  The  honour- 
able n^ember  had  told  him  that  he  was  in  daily 
communication  with  some  of  the  Natives  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  The  alterations  made, 
in  the  Committee  were  made  with  the  full 
approval  of  the  Native  members,  and  had  been 
framed  in  such  a  way  as  to  meet  their  objec- 
tions. 

Bill  committed. 

Bill  reported. 

On  the  question.  That  the  amendments  be 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  he  wished  to  em- 
phasize an  objection  he  had  raised  in  Corn- 
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mittee  to  the  addition  of  a  proviso  to  olaase  7. 
The  addition  read  sis  follows : — 

"Notwithstanding,  however,  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  the  Puhlio  Trustee  snail  have 
power  to  vary  or  alter  the  said  shares  if  it 
be  proved  to  him  that  the  said  determination 
or  settlement  was  erroneous,  and  to  pay  the 
amounts  coming  to  the  Natives  on  the  footing 
of  such  variation  or  alteration." 

That  amendment  gave  the  Public  Trustee 
arbitrary  power  to  vary  or  reverse  decisions  of 
the  Native  Land  Court.  It  was,  he  thought, 
a  vory  extraordinary  and  objectionable  power 
to  give  to  the  Public  Trustee:  it  was  prac- 
tically to  override  decisions  of  a  Court  the 
decisions  of  which  were  said  to  be  final  unless 
applications  for  rehearing  were  lodged  within 
a  limited  period.  He  had  had  occasion  also  to 
point  out  in  Committee,  on  information  he 
believed  to  be  perfectly  trustworthy,  that  the 
Natives  on  the  Coast  affected  by  this  Bill  had 
not  been  given  an  opportunity  of  realising  the 
the  very  extensive  amendments  made  in  the 
Bill  in  other  respects  by  the  Native  AfEairs 
Committee.  He  believed  that  the  House  was 
making  a  great  mistake,  first  of  all,  in  giving  the 
^nary  powers  this  clause  would  give  to  the 
Public  Trustee ;  and,  secondly,  it  was  putting 
through  a  Bill  which  had  been  so  extensively 
amended  by  a  Select  Conmiittee  without  the 
Natives  on  the  West  Coast,  who  were  imme- 
diately affected,  being  given  an  opportunity  of 
considering  those  amendments. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  said  he  had  moved  an  amend- 
ment in  Committee  to  clause  4  of  this  Bill, 
which  read  as  follows : — 

"  That  the  following  stand  as  subsection  (2a) 
in  clause  4 : — 

**  (2a..)  Confirm  any  lease  granted  by  Maoris 
to  Europeans  before  the  passing  of 
the  said  Act,  provided  on  inquiry 
that  he  is  satisfied  that  both  parties 
to  the  lease  desire  its  continuance, 
and  that  no  undue  advantage  has 
been  taken  of  the  Native  owners  by 
such  lease." 
This  clause  was  in  the  interests  of  all  parties 
concerned;  it  was  a  clause  also  in  the  inter- 
ests of  justice  and  equity :  but  the  House  had 
not  seen  fit  to  insert  this  clause.    He  thought 
by  not  inserting  it  the  House  had  done  a  great 
injustice.    There  were  precedents  for  inserting 
tms  clause.     It   had   been   done  repeatedly. 
Persons  similarly  situated  to  these  persons  got 
their  leases  confirmed,  and  this  simply  gave 
power  to  the  Public  Trustee  to  adjudicate  be- 
tween the  two  parties  where  there  was  nothing 
wrong  whatever,  where  the  Natives  and  Euro- 
^peans  were  satisfied.    All  that  was  asked  was 
tor  the  Public  Trustee  to  decide  where  all  par- 
ties agreed.    But  the  House  thought  it  better 
that  those  who  had  made  substantial  improve- 
ments should  walk  out  and  leave  their  saw- 
mills, their  flax-mills,  plantations,  houses,  and 
other  improvements  behind  them;  and  they 
were  to  have  confiscation  again  on  the  West 
Coast.    This  was  a  species  of  eviction  which 
was  not  equalled  in  any  part  of  the  world,  even 
in  Ireland;  a^d  that  confiscation  was  going 
Mr.  O.  Hutchison 


to  take  place-  under  this  Bill.     Again,  sab- 
section  (8)  of  clause  4  of  this  Bill  said, — 

**The  share,  estate,  or  interest  of  Natives- 
under  a  lease  shall  not  (except  so  far  as  the 
Public  Trustee  is  concerned)  be  liable  to  be 
seized,  sold,  attached,  or  levied  upon  by  any 
process  whatever,  or  become  Y«sted  in  any 
Official  Assignee  or  creditors'  trustee  in  bank- 
ruptcy, or  be  subject  to  any  law  relating  to 
bimkruptcy  or  insolvency,  or  be  assets  in  bank- 
ruptcy."* 

Now,  what  was  the  meaning  of  that  ?  Were 
the  Natives  to  receive  rent,  and  were  they  not 
to  be  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as  Euro- 
peans ?  Should  the  House  puss  this  Bill  with 
such  a  clause  as  he  had  pointed  out?  The 
Qk)vemment  and  honourable  members  would 
be  acting  in  the  interests  of  robbery.  The  Na- 
tives under  this  Bill  would  receive  large  rente 
from  the  Public  Trustee,  and  yet  a  judgment 
in  the  law-courts  could  not  have  any  effect  ae 
against  these  Natives.  There  was  no  honesty 
here.  The  Natives  ought  to  be  placed  exactly 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  Europeans.  This 
was  exceptional  treatment.  There  was  no 
justice  or  honesty  in  this.  He  would  therefore 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  matter 
before  the  Bill  was  passed,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  rectify  it.  The  Government  of 
the  day  and  many  honourable  members  had 
been  trying  for  some  years  to  make  the  people 
of  the  country  believe  that  leases  were  better 
than  freeholds.  They  were  continually  talldng 
of  this  all  through  the  country ;  but  what  were 
they  doing  to  improve  the  position  of  lease- 
holders ?  Absolutely  nothing.  Did  they  assist 
a  leaseholder  to  borrow  with  advantage  ?  No. 
For  if  a  leaseholder  went  into  the  open  maxket 
to  borrow  money  on  his  improvements  or  good* 
will,  in  most  oases  he  was  unable  to  do  so ; 
and,  if  he  did  succeed,  it  was  at  a  ruinous  rate 
of  interest.  The  Government  themselves  did 
not,  and  the  Public  Trustee  was  not  allowed  to, 
advance  money.  And  now  that  an  amendment 
was  moved  in  that  direction,  it  received  nothing 
but  opposition  from  honourable  gentlemen  who 
preached  that  leases  were  better  than  fre^old. 
What  inconsistency  1  Therefore  a  person  who 
took  a  lease  from  the  Crown  or  the  Public 
Trustee  was  labouring  under  a  great  disadvan- 
tage in  consequence  of  this.  It  was  no  wonder 
leases  were  falling  into  disrepute  in  conse- 
quence of  the  (Government  turning  their  back 
upon  them.  But  to  come  back  to  those  unfor- 
tunate settlers  on  the  West  Coast,  and  the 
treatment  they  were  receiving  at  the  hands 
of  the  House,  he  would  not  be  surprised  if 
such  cruel  and  heartless  treatment  drove  quiet 
and  law-abiding  people  to  desperate  acts.  The 
history  in  connection  with  this  heartless  treat- 
ment was  sad  and  humiliating.  Why  drive 
those  people  from  the  lands,  which  they 
honestly  took  up,  and  for  which  they  paid  their 
rent,  and  between  whom  and  the  Natives  the 
utmost  good  feeling  existed  ?  Both  parties  were 
agreed:  the  Natives  did  not  want  to  rob  tiie 
Europeans — they  were  both  satisfied.  The  Nfr> 
tives  were  ready  to  adjust  the  matter  in  any 
way  the  House  might  think  fit.    They  were 
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willing  to  submit  the  whole  matter  to  the  Pub- 
lic Trustee,  and  the  amendment  which  he  (Mr. 
HcGuire)  had  moved  would  give  the  Public 
Trustee  power  to  do  justice  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned. At  that  late  hour  of  the  night  he 
would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by 
discussing  this  question  further,  but,  in  con- 
clusion, he  trusted  the  House  would  hesitate, 
and  yet  do  justice  before  the  Bill  was  finally 
passed  through  all  its  stages. 
.  Amendments  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Ttusday,  6th  September,  1893. 

Pint  Beadinc— Secoud  Beading—Third  Beading- 
liibnury— Alooholio  Liqnora  Sole  Ciontxol  Bill- 
Eleotoral  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Cheviot  Estate  Disposition  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Banks  and  Bankers  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Mangatu  No.  1  Empowering  Bill. 

LIBRARY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  moved,  That  it 
he  a  recommendation  from  this  Council  to  the 
Library  Committee  that  arrangements  be  made 
whereby  the  students  attending  the  technical 
schools  may  ^e  allowed  the  privilege  of  using 
the  parliamentary  library  during  the  recess^ 
for  reference  purposes  only.  His  object  in 
moving  this  motion  was  simply  to  increase  the 
usefulness,  if  possible,  of  a  very  large  number 
of  books  in  the  libnury  now  lying  idle  from 
one  year  to  another.  He  hoped,  if  the  motion 
were  carried,  that  arrangements  could  be  made 
by  which  students  attending  evening  classes 
oonld  have  the  use  of  the  library.  To  effect 
this  object  it  would  be  necessary  to  open  the 
libraxy  two  nights  of  the  week  at  all  events, 
at  convenient  hours.  He  knew  there  were 
many  books  which  would  be  very  useful,  for 
the  purpose  of  reference,  to  students  attending 
technical  schools  if  the  privilege  he  moved  for 
were  given  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  thought  it  might 
be  advisable  to  include  in  the  motion  students 
from  Auckland  and  Christohurch  and  other 
parts  of  the  colony,  and  perhaps  it  would  be 
better  to  pay  their  expenses  to  come  to  Wel- 
lington to  get  the  benefit  of  the  library.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  desirable  that  one  place 
only  should  get  the  benefit  of  the  books. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  sidd,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Library  Com- 
mittee, be  would  point  out  to  the  Council  that 


the  Library  Committee  was  always  very  liberal 
in  responding  to  applications  made  by  stu- 
dents for  permission  to  use  the  library.  In 
fact,  there  were  regulations  under  which,  he 
thought,  no  student  found  any  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining permission  to  use  books  in  the  library. 
He  would  therefore  appeal  to  his  honourable 
friend  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  not  make 
a  recommendation  to  the  Committee  as  from 
the  Council ;  because  if  students  wished  to 
make  use  of  the  library  they  could  apply  to 
the  Committee,  when  every  justice  would  be 
given  to  them.  If  they  made  that  recom- 
mendation to  the  Committee  he  thought  it 
would  be  regarded  by  them  in  the  nature  of 
a  command,  and  he  thought  it  desirable  that 
the  Committee  should  exercise  some  discretion 
or  control  over  the  use  of  the  books. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  asked  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  prepared  to  with- 
draw his  n&otion.  He  agreed  with  his  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Oliver  that  the  Committee  had 
always  acted  liberally,  and  that  there  should 
not  be  imposed  upon  them  any  commands,  be- 
cause, if  admission  to  the  library  were  granted 
to  students  as  a  right  by  this  resolution,  it 
might  be  abused.  He  thought  it  might  be  left 
to  the  Library  Committee  to  use  their  own 
discretion  in  each  case. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  would  suggest  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
or,  if  he  did  not  care  to  do  so,  he  could  at  any 
rate  postpone  it;  and  if  in  the  meantime  he 
interviewed  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  he 
would  find  there  would  be  no  difficulty  what- 
ever in  the  way  of  any  student,  who  bond  fide 
wanted  books  for  reference,  getting  access  to 
them  during  the  recess.  There  was  always 
considerable  danger  in  making  a  hard-and-fast 
rule,  because  it  was  well  known  that  the 
library  was  not  strongly  maimed  with  at- 
tendants to  keep  the  books  in  order.  While 
there  was  every  desire  to  give  facilities  to 
students  who  wanted  access  to  any  books  for 
a  particular  purpose,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  prevent  unguarded  access  to  our  valuable 
library. 

Tbe  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  thought,  if  there  were 
any  books  of  a  technical  character,  the  Library 
Committee  might  very  well  make  the  conces- 
sion asked  for.  From  his  knowledge,  however, 
he  thought  the  number  of  technical  works 
should  be  increased  before  the  library  could 
be  of  much  use  to  students.  The  Council 
might  very  well  refer  the  matter  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said,  so  far  as 
the  merits  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  mo- 
tion went,  he  would  be  very  glad  indeed  to 
see  the  library  made  use  of  for  such  purposes 
of  instruction  as  were  possible.  Whether  his 
honourable  friend  adopted  the  suggestion  to 
hold  over  the  motion  or  not,  he,  at  all  events, 
had  his  (Mr.  Walker's)  hearty  support  in  trying 
to  bring  the  matter  forward. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  was  surprised  that 
any  member  of  the  Council  should  be  unaware 
that  at  the  present  time,  during  the  recess,  it 
was  the  practice  of  the  Committee  to  give  such 
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access  &a  was  suggested  in  the  motion.  The 
.  Committee,  he  thought,  would  be  rather  as- 
tonished to  receive  such  a  resolution  from  the 
Council,  and  would  regret  to  see  that  their 
efforts  to  make  the  library  as  useful  as  possible 
had  not  been  properly  understood  or  appre- 
ciated. He  could  assure  the  mover  of  this 
resolution  that  it  recommended  nothing  but 
what  he  believed  to  have  been  the  practice  for 
years  past.  He  thought,  therefore,  his  honour- 
able friend  should  drop  the  motion  in  the  mean- 
time, and  seek  the  information  he  was  advised 
to  seek. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  would  withdraw 
the  motion,  as  the  discussion  had  accomplished 
the  object  he  had  in  view — namely,  to  direct 
the  attention  of  students  outside  to  the  fact 
that  such  concessions  were  to  be  obtained.  He 
was  afraid  that  the  fact  was  not  generally 
known  at  present.  He  had  perfect  confidence 
in  the  Library  Committee  in  the  matter,  and 
would  withdraw  the  motion. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS  SALE  CONTROL 
BILL. 

On  the  order  for  the  second  reading  being 
called  on. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said,— 
Sir,  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  does  not 
intend  to  press  this  Bill  to-day.  It  would  be  a 
convenience,  I  think,  to  honourable  members 
if  it  were  postponed  until  to-morrow  or  the 
next  day. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  should 
like  to  proceed  with  the  second  reading  now, 
and  then,  if  the  Council  thinks  it  desirable 
to  adjourn  the  debate,  I  should,  of  course,  be 
pleased  to  put  myself  in  the  hands  of  the 
Council.  With  that  understanding,  I  should 
like  to  be  allowed  to  proceed.  When  my 
honourable  friend  the  Premier,  in  another 
place,  introduced  this  Bill  he  was  under  the 
impression  that  it  was  one  that  would  give 
general  satisfaction  to  all  parties  concerned. 
Since  that  stage  of  the  proceedings  there  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  discussion  on  this  subject 
— a  discussion  which  probably  most  honourable 
members  have  noted — and  I  have  no  doubt  they 
have  made  themselves  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  position  of  those  who  are  in  favour 
of  and  those  who  are  not  in  favour  of  the 
measure.  The  Bill  itself  contains  certain  prin- 
ciples which  I  shall  explain.  At  the  same 
time,  I  would  point  out  to  the  Council  that  the 
measure  is  one  which  the  Qovemment  have 
thought  it  desirable  to  grapple  with  now  with 
a  view  to  settling  a  question  on  which  the 
extremists  on  both  sides  have  almost  got  at 
one  another's  throats.  The  Government  have 
but  one  desire — that  is,  to  moderate  and  con- 
trol this  traffic.  I  think  this  Bill  wUl  be  found 
to  contain  principles  which  will  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  extremists  on  both 
sides,  and  to  be  one  that  they  will  agree  with. 
The  Bill  is  also,  I  trust,  one  which  will  com- 
mend itself  to  this  Council.  There  are  pro- 
visions in  it  of  a  character  I  think  it  would  be 
well  to  settle ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  even 
Hon.  Mr,  Mantell 


the  greatest  extremists,  both  those  in  favour  of 
prohibition  and  who  think  that  would  be  a 
good  thing  to  obtain,  and  also  those  in  favour 
of  the  present  status  oiio,  will  agree  with  the 
provisions  with  regard  to  reduction  in  the 
number  of  licensed  houses  under  certfldn  cir- 
cumstances. In  this  Bill  we  have  three  ques- 
tions to  be  put  to  the  people  for  their  di- 
rect vote  —  one  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
status  quot  another  for  reduction,  the  third 
for  what  is  known  as  the  direct  veto.  The 
measure  also  provides  for  an  increase  in  size 
of  what  might  be  called  the  electorates,  and 
it  proposes  to  make  the  electorates  the  same 
exactly  as  those  for  the  election  of  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  Gk>- 
vemment  propose  also  to  take  the  electoral 
roll  for  the  district  for  the  election  of  4ihe 
member  for  the  House  as  the  roll  for  the 
purpose  of  voting  on  the  licensing  question, 
and  for  saying  how  the  question  is  to  be 
dealt  with.  It  is  proposed  to  use  the  same 
machinery  for  controlling  the  licensing  ques- 
tion as  is  used  in  the  case  of  elections  to  the 
House.  We  propose,  also,  that  the  Conmiittee 
itself  shall  consist  of  nine  members :  that  is 
exacthr  the  same  number  of  members  as  is  re- 
quired in  the  constitution  of  a  County  Council. 
We  propose  no  new  licenses  shall  be  granted 
until  after  the  next  census  is  taken.  The  in- 
tention is  that  the  present  position  shall  be 
maintained  until  the  principles  contained  in 
this  Bill  are  in  such  a  position  as  to  be  work- 
able. I  would  call  the  attention  of  members 
of  the  Council  specially  to  that  clause  which 
provides  that,  if  after  next  census  there  is  an 
increase  in  the  population  to  the  extent  of  25 
per  cent,  over  last  census  in  any  particolac 
district,  a  poll  shall  be  taken,  and  if  a  ma- 
jority of  three-fifths  are  in  favour  of  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  licenses  in  the  dis- 
trict an  increase  shall  be  granted,  but  this 
three-fifths  majority  must  be  in  a  poU  of  hall 
the  number  of  votes  on  the  roU :  if  not,  matters 
will  remain  as  they  are,  subject  to  the  other 
provisions  of  the  Bill  to  which  I  have  referred. 
There  is  also  provided  a  new  qualification,  so  to 
speak.  The  Bill  states  that  every  person  is 
qualified  to  be  a  member  of  a  Licensmg  Com- 
mittee with  the  exception  of  those  refeired  to ; 
and  to  this  provision  I  would  call  the  attentioa 
of  the  Council.  It  says  that  no  person  "who 
is  a  brewer,  wme  or  spirit  merchant,  malster« 
distiller,  importer  for  sale  of  or  a  dealer  in. 
fermented  or  spirituous  liquors,  or  in  partner- 
ship with  any  such  person,"  is  qualified  to  be- 
come a  member  of  a  Licensing  Committee. 
We  also  propose  another  alteration  in  the 
licensing-law.  It  is  provided  that  no  married 
or  unmarried  woman  shaU  hold  a  license  in 
the  future,  but  any  widow  or  any  wife  who  has 
obtained  a  protection  order  from  her  husband 
may  still  hold  a  license.  It  is  considered  de- 
sirable that  persons  who  are  not  married 
should  not  be  placed  in  the  responsible  position 
of  having  to  conduct  a  business  of  this  kind 
without  the  protection  that  a  husband  would 
necessarily  afford.  We  propose  also  that  the 
hours  of  closing  shall  be  limited,  and  that  ten 
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o*olock  shall  be  the  usual  hour  for  closing. 
Licenses  to  keep  open  from  ten  to  eleven 
o'clock  may  be  granted 'for  an  additional  fee. 
I  come  now  to  what  is  probably  the  most  im- 
portant  point  in  this  Bill — that  is,  the  way 
in  which  an  election  is  to  be  carried  on.  If 
at  the  taking  of  a  poll  a  majority,  or,  rather, 
an  absolute  majority,  of  those  voting  are  found 
in  favour  of  an  increase,  then  the  number  of 
licenses  may  be  increased.  If  a  majority  is 
found  in  favour  of  a  decrease — ^that  is,  an  ab- 
solute majority  of  those  at  the  ^oll— I  use  the 
words  "absolute  majority"  advisedly,  because 
it  is  significant  in  this  Bill — then  there  is  to  be 
a  reduction.  We  now  come  to  what  may  be 
termed  the  direct  veto.  If  a  majority  of  three- 
fifths  of  the  votes  recorded  are  in  favour  of 
granting  no  license,  it  becomes  a  direct  veto. 
If  again,  on  the  o^er  hand,  there  is  not  an 
absolute  majority  of  those  who  record  their 
votes  by  direct  veto  for  total  closing,  yet  the 
votes  given  in  favour  of  such  proposal  added 
to  the  number  of  votes  given  at  the  same 
poll  in  favour  of  the  proposal  that  the  num- 
ber of  licenses  in  the  district  be  reduced — the 
two  added  together — will  be  deemed  to  be  for 
a  reduction  in  the  licenses.  But  it  is  proposed 
that  haJf  the  electors  on  the  roll  must  record 
their  votes  on  the  occasion.  Another  important 
point  with  reference  to  the  reduction  of  houses 
is  that  it  is  proposed  that  they  shall  be  reduced 
in  the  manner  suggested  in  clause  19 :  that  is 
to  say,  if  a  reduction  is  deemed  desirable,  the 
houses  which  have  violated  the  law  are  to  be  the 
first  to  sufier.  The  houses  of  persons  who  have 
sold  liquor  on  Sundays,  or  who  have  sold  it  to 
children  or  prohibited  persons,  are  to  be  the 
first  to  be  reduced.  The  next  are  those  houses 
which  have  not  a  good  class  of  accommodation 
— ^that  is,  the  accommodation  which  the  better 
classes  of  houses  should  have.  At  any  rate,  it 
is  provided  that  the  reduction  shall  not  tikke 
place  without  a  due  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the 
district  over  which  the  Committee  may  have 
control.  Then,  there  is  in  another  clause  a  pro- 
vision of  some  importance :  clause  28  provides 
that  the  local  authorities  shall  have  the  power 
to  rate  and  the  power  to  tax  themselves,  m  the 
event  of  their  losing  any  revenues  through  the 
reduction  or  closing  of  hotels,  to  the  extent  of 
the  amount  they  have  lost  by  the  action  of  the 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Hear,  hear. 
We  have  not  enough  taxes  already. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  am  glad 
to  hear  my  honourable  friend  say,  "Hear, 
hear,"  and  I  am  quite  sure  now  I  shall  have 
his  support  on  the  Bill.  There  is  another  very 
important  clause  in  the  Bill :  that  is,  in  the 
event  of  a  house  being  closed  the  tenant  may, 
under  certain  circumstances,  give  notice  to  the 
immediate  landlord,  and  may  then  cease  his 
occupation.  The  tenant  will  therefore  not  lose 
anything  in  connection  with  the  action  of  the 
Committee,  as  he  is  relieved  immediately  from 
the  tenancy  of  any  house  in  question.  With 
regard  to  the  other  clauses  in  the  Bill,  they  are 
of  a  purely  machinery  character,  and  there  is 
no  need  for  me  to  explain  them.    I  have  re- 


ferred to  the  principles  of  the  measure,  and  to 
the  interpretation  which  is  to  be  given  to  the 
clauses  referred  to.  I  think  there  is  no  need 
for  me  to  trespass  further  upon  the  patience  of 
the  Council,  and  I  shall  now  content  myself 
with  moving,  That  the  BiU  be  now  read  the 
second  time^ 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— I  beg 
to  move.  That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— I  think, 
Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  should  give  some 
reasons  for  asking  that  the  debate  be  adjourned. 
We  came  here  to-day  on  purpose  to  go  on  with 
this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— If  the 
honourable  ffentleman  had  been  in  his  place  hd 
would  have  heard  what  was  said. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  hope.  Sir,  the 
Council  will  go  on  with  the  Bill.  It  is  an  im- 
portant Bill,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will  not 
agree  to  the  adjournment.  I  do  not  agree  to 
this  way  of  dealing  with  the  Order  Paper,  or 
with  the  way  the  orders  are  shunted  about. 
Honourable  members  do  not  understand  what 
is  to  be  gone  on  with  or  not.  I  think  we 
should  go  on  with  the  discussion  until  we  see 
what  the  views  of  honourable  members  are 
uix>n  this  measure,  in  order  that  we  may  ob- 
tain the  different  opinions  of  different  sides. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  trust  the  Council 
will  agree  to  adjourn,  for  the  reason  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  stated  on  Friday  that  he 
intended  to  place  the  Electoral  Bill  first  on  the 
Order  Paper  for  to-day.  I  heard  that  state- 
ment distinctly  made  myself.  If  the  discussion 
goes  on  this  afternoon,  I  trust  there  will  be  no 
attempt  made  to  close  it  to-day.  I  know  that 
a  number  of  honourable  gentlemen  wish  to 
consider  the  matter,  and  to  speak  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  they  want  some  light  on  the  subject. 
I  may  candidly  say  that  I  am  myself  one  of 
them,  and  I  conceive  this  question  to  be  a  most 
important  one,  and  one  that  justifies  a  certain 
amount  of  hesitation.  I  trust  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean  and  others  wiU  not  force  the  BUI 
to  its  second  reading  to-day,  in  face  of  the 
circumstances  I  have  stated. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 

Ayes,  19. 
Acland  Jennings  Reynolds 

Bamicoat  Johnston  Stevens 

Bolt  MacGregor        Stewart 

Bonar  McCullough       Walker,  L. 

Bignan  Oliver  Whyte 

Hart  Ormond  Williams. 

Jenkinson 

Noes,  19. 
Bowen  McLean  Rigg 

Buckley  Montgomery      Shrimski 

Feldwick  Peacock  Swanson 

Holmes  Pharazyn  Wahawaha 

KeUy  Pollen  Walker,  W.  C. 

Kerr  Richardson       Whitmore. 

Mantell 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbakbb  gave  his  casting- 
vote  with  the  «« Noes." 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 
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The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Sir,  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  in  moving  the  seoond  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  expressed  the  opinion  that  it 
would  meet  with  general  puhlio  satisfaction 
outside  as  well  as  in  this  Council ;  but  I  hope 
that  my  honourable  and  learned  friend  will 
find  there  are  other  members  of  this  Council 
who  agree  with  me  that  this  is  a  measure 
which  might  be  very  conveniently  postponed 
to  a  future  occasion.  It  is,  as  we  all  know,  a 
veiy  earnest  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  mediate  upon  this  question  between 
extreme  opinions,  but  it  represents  one  of 
those  compromises  which  give  satisfaction  to 
neither  party,  while  it  is  capable  at  the  same 
time  of  inflicting  a  great  deal  of  xmnecessary 
and  unjustifiable  wrong  on  persons  who  do  not 
deserve  any  such  punishments.  The  Bill  is, 
notwithstanding  its  pretension  to  be  a  sepa- 
rate Bill,  practically  nothing  more  than  an 
additional  amendment  to  the  Licensing  Act  of 
1881.  It  creates  a  new  constituency  for  deal- 
ing with  questions  of  this  kind,  substituting 
for  the  ratepayers  the  electors  of  a  licensing 
district,  and  it  imposes  upon  these  new  electors 
the  difficult  duty  of  giving  a  deliberate  and 
intelligent  vote  upon  an  important  social  ques- 
tion which  a£[ects  private  individuals,  without 
any  possibility  of  their  knowing  what  the  con- 
dition of  the  law  is  under  which  they  are  forced 
to  act.  There  are  four  Acts  affecting  this  ques- 
tion, and  with  which  this  Bill  must  be  read 
— the  original  Act  of  1881,  and  three  or  four 
amendments  besides.  I  want  to  know  how  an 
elector  coming  new  to  the  consideration  of  this 
question  can  find  out  what  the  law  is  in  this 
connection.  How  could  he  be  expected,  coming 
new  to  the  question,  to  give  an  intelligent  vote 
upon  such  a  question  as  this  ?  Sir,  regarding 
this  matter,  it  is  quite  certain  that  this  will  be 
a  burning  question  at  the  hustings  within  a 
few  months  at  the  most,  at  the  next  generaJ 
election.  It  is  equally  certain,  to  my  mind,  tliat 
whatever  we  do  now  will  have  to  be  undone 
as  soon  as  the  new  Parliament  is  in  session. 
Undoubtedly  it  will ;  there  is  no  possibility  of 
avoiding  it.  When  new  legislation  in  this 
matter  is  proposed  I  hope  it  will  be  not  an 
amending  measure,  but  a  consolidating  mea- 
sure :  not  aji  additional  amendment  to  the  old 
Licensing  Act,  but  a  new  and  statesmanlike 
measure,  looking  at  the  whole  question  from 
the  social  point  of  view  as  well  as  from  the 
other,  and  putting  the  law  into  some  intelligible 
shape,  the  basis  for  which  would  be  got  from 
consultation  with  the  people  at  the  hustings. 
And  when  a  Bill  of  that  kind  is  presented  to 
this  Council  I  hope  that,  while  giving  the  people 
the  power  of  restricting  the  issue  of  licenses,  it 
will  contain  also  provisions  for  compensating 
those  persons  who  by  that  act  wiU  be  deprived 
of  the  means  of  obtaining  their  livelihood.  I 
know  of  no  reason  whatever  why  an  indivi- 
dual engaged  in  keeping  a  publiohouse,  doing 
honestly  and  lawfully  what  the  law  authorises 
and,  in  fact,  encourages  him  to  do  for  the  public 
advantage,  should  have  his  property  confiscated 
for  no  fault  of  his  own,  in  order  to  cany  oat  a 
different  policy   or  social  reform  which  may 


recommend  itself  to  the  majority.  There  is  no 
reason  whatever  in  that.  Justice  requires  that 
the  individual  so  injured  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  should  receive  compensation  for  his 
loss.  We  all  know  very  well  that  besides 
the  individual  licensee  there  are  other  persona 
behind  him  who  are  owners  of  the  house  in 
which  the  license  is  held.  We  know  very  well 
also  that  a  very  serious  and  heavy  expense 
has  been  imposed  upon  the  owners  of  these 
houses  by  Licensing  Committees  for  improve- 
ments, additions,  and  so  forth,  as  conditions 
under  which  the  licenses  should  be  held.  On 
what  grounds  are  the  Licensing  Committees 
to  be  authorised  to  confiscate  the  property  of 
persons  who  have  only  done  what  the  law  and 
the  Licensing  Conmiittees  required  them  to 
do  ?  Justice  requires  that  their  case  should  be 
considered.  We  think  very  much  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  local  bodies,  who  may  lose  revenue 
by  the  restriction  of  the  number  of  licenses 
issued ;  but,  I  ask,  are  the  claims  of  these  local 
bodies  much  superior  in  point  of  justice  to  the 
claims  of  individuals?  I  do  not  think  they 
are.  I  do  most  sincerely  hope  that  no  Bill  of 
this  land  will  ever  be  allowed  to  pass  this 
Council,  in  which  justice  is  not  secured  to  those 
people  who  may  be  injured  by  the  passing  of 
such  a  law.  I  need  not  detain  the  Coimoil  any 
longer.  I  propose  to  apply  the  direct  veto  to 
this  particular  Bill.  I  move,  That  the  BiU  be 
ordered  to  be  read  the  second  time  this  day  eix 
months. 

The  Hon.  W.DOWNIE  STEWART.— I  only 
wish  to  state  that  I  hope  this  Bill  will  be 
discussed.  Honourable  members  opposed  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate,  and  it  looks  very 
much  as  if  there  will  be  no  discussion  on  the 
Bill.  I  hope  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
deciding  how  we  shall  vote  on  it.  I  have  not 
studied  the  Bill  yet. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— As  one  of  those 
who  took  an  active  part  in  assisting  to  frame 
the  present  Licensing  Act  in  the  other  House, 
and  who  assisted  Sir  William  Fox  on  that 
occasion  a  great  deal,  I  now  feel  in  this  posi- 
tion :  I  feel  that  those  whom  I  was  assisting 
then,  and  endeavoured  to  moderate,  are  going 
much  further  than  I  am  prepared  to  go  myself. 
Sir,  I  am  sorry  that  a  motion  should  have  been 
moved  in  regard  to  this  Bill  like  that  proposed 
by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen.  I  think,  myself,  that 
this  Bill,  representing,  as  I  believe  it  does,  an 
honest  attempt  to  mediate  between  two  ex- 
tremes, should  not  get  the  despatch  my  honour- 
able friend  proposes  to  give  it,  and  that  it 
demands  the  serious  consideration  of  this  Coun- 
cil. It  is  useless  of  my  honourable  friend  to 
say  that  this  will  not  settle  it.  We  have  seen 
a  compromise  before  to-day,  and  have  seen  how 
difficult  it  is  to  upset  it ;  and,  if  we  can  amend 
this  Bill  in  Committee  so  as  to  make  it  a  fair 
compromise,  then  I  say  the  Council  will  be  con- 
ferring a  lasting  benefit  on  the  country.  There 
are  parts  of  the  Bill  that  I  myself  am  anxious 
to  see  amended.  I  am  anxious  to  see  the 
Licensing  Committees,  which  I  am  sonv  to 
say  I  helped  to  set  up,  and  in  regard  to  which 
I  am  not  at  all  proud  of  my  handywork — I  am 
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yery  anxious  to  eee  the  Licensing  Committees 
done  away  with,  and  the  power  handed  back  to 
the  Resident  Magistrates,  after  the  vote  of  the 
people  has  been  taken  on  the  question.  We 
have  now  a  class  of  Resident  Magistrates  in 
New  ZealaJid  that  you  will  not  find  in  any  of 
the  other  colonies ;  and  I  think  the  mass  of  the 
people  of  this  colony  would  be  very  glad  to 
allow  this  power  to  revert  to  the  Resident 
Magistrates.  However  honest  Licensing  Com- 
mittees may  desire  to  be,  pressure  is  brought 
to  bear  on  them,  and  they  lubve  not  done  that 
duty  in  reducing  the  licenses  that  was  expected 
of  them.  If  they  had  dealt  with  the  matter 
thoroughly,— stopped  mere  grog-shops,  and  left 
the  good  houses  which  provide  good  accommo- 
dation, and  were  well  conducted,— they  would 
have  been  doing  their  duty.  It  is  the  fact  of 
their  not  having  done  that  that  has  created  all 
this  howl  against  the  liquor  traffic.  If  the 
traffic  had  been  controlled  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  now  in  existence, 
there  would  not  have  been  the  same  outcry 
against  it.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  I  would 
go  the  length  of  giving  compensation,  but  I  am 

Srepared  to  say  that  these  houses  should  be 
eatt  fairly  and  justly  with  in  the  granting  of 
their  licenses,  and  those  houses  which  are  well 
conducted,  and  upon  which  the  proprietors 
have  had  to  spend  so  much  money,  should  not 
have  their  licenses  taken  away.  It  is  for  the 
Legislature  to  provide  some  restraint  against 
those  who  would  go  to  such  extremes  as  have 
been  proposed,  and  I  think  that  this  Bill  pro- 
vides a  sikf eguard  in  that  way.  The  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen  said  that  a  new  Parliament  would  not 
be  equal  to  giving  an  intelligent  vote  on  a  Bill 
like  this. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— No;  I  said  the 
new  constituencies. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Well,  the  new  con- 
stituencies. I  am  happy  to  hear  the  honourable 
gentleman  correct  me.  I  venture  to  say  that 
this  liquor  business  has  been  threshed  out  and 
discussed  as  no  other  traffic  has  been  in  New 
Zealand,  and  the  new  constituencies  he  speaks 
of  will  be  as  conversant  with  the  subject  as  the 
old  constituencies,  and  more  so.  The  question 
has  been  discussed  in  all  ways.  It  has  been 
before  the  Courts,  and  discussed  backwards 
and  forwards  throughout  the  country  and  in 
law-courts,  and  I  should  like  to  know  how 
many  of  the  new  constituencies  do  not  under- 
stand it  a  great  deal  better  than  the  old  ones. 
The  principal  provision  in  the  Bill  I  should 
like  to  see  eliminated  is  with  regard  to  the 
Licensing  Conmiittees.  I  now  come  to  the 
part  of  the  Bill  which  says  that  if  a  license  is 
taken  awav  the  licensee  can  throw  up  his 
lease.  I  think,  myself,  that  that  requires  a 
little  more  safeguarding,  because  if  a  tenant 
wants  to  get  rid  of  a  lease  he  will  commit  a 
breach  of  the  Act  in  order  to  effect  that  object : 
therefore  that  provision  ought  to  be  hedged 
round  with  some  better  safeguard.  Now  I  come 
to  the  voting.  The  Bill  says  one-half  of  those 
on  the  roll  must  vote.  Well,  that,  of  course, 
is  a  good  safeguard.  Whether  it  is  too  much 
of  a  safeguard  is  a  matter  for  discussion.    It 


is  not  the  same  as  when  you  require  one-half 
of  the  whole  of  the  voters  on  the  roll  to  vote  in 
one  direction.  It  is  only  half  of  those  on  the 
roll  on  both  sides  who  must  vote.  Therefore 
it  is  not  so  prohibitive  as  the  provision  in  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  by  which  one-half 
of  the  whole  of  the  voters  must  vote  in  one 
direction  to  carry  a  resolution  to  borrow  money. 
I  do  not  want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  discussing  this  Bill  any  further.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  not  follow  the  lead  of  my 
honourable  friend  Dr.  Pollen,  but  will  allow 
this  Bill  to  go  into  Committee,  where  we  can 
endeavour  to  make  it  as  perfect  a  Bill  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— I  had  no  intention 
of  speaking  on  this  subject  this  afternoon ;  in 
fact,  I  did  not  know  the  Bill  would  come  forward, 
and  therefore  I  am  somewhat  unprepared  to 
address  myself  to  the  subject  in  the  way  I 
should  like.  This  Bill  contains  a  very  important 
principle,  departing  from  that  which  has  ruled 
up  to  this  time  in  such  matters.  It  introduces 
the  priuciple  of  local  veto.  Now,  Sir,  we  are 
governed  under  the  representative  system ; 
those  who  make  our  laws  and  direct  the  ad- 
ministration of  affairs  are  elected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  —  sometimes  by  a  mere 
majority  of  those  who  vote.  But,  Sir,  although 
the  mere  majority  of  those  who  vote  are  aUe 
to  elect  a  representative,  and  to  clothe  him 
with  the  powers  of  a  legislator,  even  if,  through 
abstentions  from  voting,  a  small  minority  of 
the  constituency  return  him,  yet  that  repre- 
sentative is  by  no  means  free  from  the  influ- 
ence of  all  the  other  voters  who  may  be  on 
the  roll.  He  is  elected  not  to  do  an  adminis- 
trative act  directly,  but  to  sit  with  others  in 
counsel  in  such  a  way  as  that  the  united 
wisdom  of  the  entire  representation  of  the 
country  may  be  brought  to  bear.  Although 
it  may  be  very  difficult  to  get  a  large  numoer 
of  the  voters  to  go  to  the  poll,  and  members 
are  elected  by  a  number  which  may,  as  I  have 
said,  be  a  minority,  yet,  as  soon  as  any  inter- 
esting subject  is  to  be  dealt  with  by  Parlia- 
ment, a  large  number  of  those  who  refrained 
from  going  to  the  poll  spring  into  activity,  and 
make  their  influence  felt  in  such  a  way  that 
the  representatives  of  the  people  must  take 
notice  of  them,  although  it  is  not  by  their 
votes  they  have  been  sent  to  the  Legislature. 
Now,  in  reference  to  this  proposal,  it  will  be 
the  introduction  of  administrative  power  exer- 
cised by  the  populace  itself  directly.  That  is  a 
very  important  alteration,  and  I,  for  my  own 
part,  am  disposed  to  question  its  wisdom. 
If,  however,  mis  proposal  were  accompanied 
by  others  which  would  have  the  effect  of 
giving  this  great  power  of  prohibition  to  a 
real  majority  of  tne  electors  in  any  district, 
my  objections  would  be  to  a  large  extent  re- 
moved. It  is  proposed  by  this  measure  to 
deprive  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  of  a 
portion  of  the  freedom  which  they  now  have. 
Well,  when  such  a  proposal  as  that  is  made, 
I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  ask  that  a  real  ma- 
jority of  the  inhabitants  should  be  obtained 
to  warrant  such  interference.   If  coercive  mea- 
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sares  are  to  be  enforced  with  regard  to  the 
privileges  and  rights  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
community,  it  seems  to  me  only  just  that  it 
should  be  at  least  ascertained  that  a  majority 
wish  so  to  interfere,  or  else  we  may  have  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  coerced  by  the 
minority.  That  would  be  a  reversal  of  what 
we  understand  by  the  principles  of  free  govern- 
ment. It  is  proposed  by  this  Bill  to  give  the 
power  of  direct  veto  to  three-fifths  of  one-half  of 
the  voters  in  a  licensing  district.  It  is  necessary 
under  its  provisions  that  at  least  one-half  of 
the  voters  in  a  district  should  vote  in  order 
to  give  any  force  to  the  decisions  arrived  at 
by  voting.  And  it  is  proposed  that,  if  three- 
fifths  of  this  one  -  half  vote  in  favour  of  the 
prohibition  of  the  sale  of  alcoholic  drinks  in  a 
district,  no  more  drink  shall  be  sold  in  the  dis- 
trict. Well,  now,  three-fifths  of  a  half  equals 
three-tenths  of  the  whole ;  so  that  seven-tenths 
may  possibly  be  coerced  in  this  matter  by 
three-tenths;  and  then,  when  you  consider 
that  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict are  not  on  the  roll,  it  becomes  certain  that 
the  minority  which  might  coerce  the  majority 
will  be  even  smaller  than  three-tenths;  and 
this  decision  is  irrevocable  for  three  years. 
Well,  that  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  sufficient  con- 
demnation of  the  Bill.  I  know  it  has  been 
said  recently,  in  discussing  another  matter  of 
importance  in  which  we  are  engaged,  that  the 
supporters  of  the  woman's  franchise  are  not 
reaUy  and  sincerely  supporters  of  that  franchise, 
but  that  they  have  some  desire,  by  means  of 
the  woman's  vote,  to  influence  this  licensing 
matter.  Now,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  as 
one  of  the  supporters  of  the  woman's  franchise, 
it  will  be  seen  from  the  remarks  which  I  have 
made  that  at  least  I  am  not  one  of  those.  I 
am  very  sorry  this  matter  comes  before  us  this 
afternoon.  I  should  have  desired  to  go  more 
exhaustively  into  an  examination  of  this  Bill, 
but  I  shall  be  compelled,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  vote  for  tne  amendment  of  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— -I  would  make  another 
appeal  to  the  Council  to  adjourn  this  debate. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important  questions 
that  have  come  before  us  this  session,  and,  as 
we  know  the  Bill  has  been  brought  into  this 
Parliament  and  into  this  GouncU  in  a  very 
hasty  manner,  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to 
deal  with  this  important  question  in  the  hurried 
manner  in  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  deal 
with  it.  I  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— Speak- 
ing  to  the  question  of  the  adjournment,  I  have 
oiUy  to  say  that  if  we  adjourn  and  adjourn  the 
debate  till  the  end  of  the  session  it  will  come 
to  exactly  the  same  thing.  This  Bill  has  been 
brought  down  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  a 
very  considerable  number  of  people,  and  the 
only  reason  why  the  moderate  party  support  it 
is  that  it  is  not  quite  so  bad  as  some  other 
proposals  of  the  same  character  that  have 
Been  brought  forward.  I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  be  successful  in  getting  it 
adjourned.  We  have  had  the  Bill  several  days 
Son,  Mr.  Oliver 


under  oar  oonsideration ;  it  has  been  discussed 
in  another  place  a  great  deal ;  it  has  attracted 
a  great  deal  of  attention  in  the  country ;  and 
the  Bill  now  before  us,  so  far  as  we  are  led  to 
believe,  and  as  far  as  my  judgment  goes  afe 
all  events,  is  a  compromise  between  two  ex- 
tremes. I  cannot  see  that  this  Bill  is  either 
necessary  or  fair,  but  it  is  a  great  deal  less 
unfair  than  some  of  the  proposals  that  have 
been  before  the  oounby  for  some  time  past. 
In  point  of  fact,  there  is  no  doubt  about  it» 
there  has  arisen  within  our  midst  a  section  of 
persons  who  are  exceedingly  dogmatic  in  their 
opinions,  and  veir  noisy  in  expressing  them, 
and  who  allow  nobody  else  to  have  any  reason 
at  all  in  any  counter  contentions  —  people 
who  call  themselves  total  prohibitionists  or 
blue  -  ribbonists,  or  whatever  they  may  be 
called ;  and  they  have  become  to  a  large  ex- 
tent a  public  nuisance.  People  who  tell  ns 
we  are  to  live  upon  this  or  upon  that  should 
not  be  tolerated.  Some  day  we  shall  have  & 
sort  of  vegetarian  agitation,  the  promoters  of 
which  will  tell  us  that  we  must  not  eat  meat. 
There  is  just  as  much  sense  in  that  as  to  forbid 
us  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  in  moderation ; 
and  I  must  say  that  any  reasonable  measure 
short  of  the  exaggerated  proposals  of  some 
people,  and  which  will  to  a  certain  extent  meet 
the  views  of  both  sides,  ought  to  be  carried, 
and  carried  with  as  little  discussion  as  possible. 
The  longer  we  deal  with  this  matter  the  more 
heated  will  be  the  discussions  in  the  public 
prints ;  and  the  sooner  we  settle  this  m  an 
amicable  way  the  better  it  will  be  fdr  the 
country. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— -Speaking 
to  the  question  of  the  adjournment,  I  apj>eal  to 
the  honour  of  this  Council.  I  cannot  ignore 
the  fact  brought  forcibly  under  my  notice  that 
there  has  been  an  attempt  made  outside  this 
Council  to  kill  this  Bill.  The  Government  at- 
tach very  great  importance  to  this  Bill--quite 
as  much  importance  as  to  the  Bill  which  is 
lower  down  on  the  Order  Paper;  and  I  trust 
that  this  burning  question  will  be  dealt  with 
by  this  Council  on  its  merits,  and  not  on  any 
side-issues,  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  to-day's 
proceedings  have  shown  to  exist.  1  have  no 
more  to  say  at  present,  except  to  appeal  to 
that  sense  of  fair-play  which  has  ever  charao- 
terized  this  Council,  and  to  ask  that  this  ques- 
tion be  dealt  with  on  its  merits.  It  is  simply 
nonsense  to  say  that  honourable  members  have 
not  had  the  opportunity  of  reading  this  Bill. 
It  has  been  before  the  Council  several  day8» 
and  I  undertake  to  say  that  members  have 
read  the  Bill  and  thoroughly  understand  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— With  regard  to  the 
appeal  of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  I  beg 
to  state  that  I  have  read  the  Bill,  and  I  think 
I  understand  it  thoroughly;  but,  though  I 
understeoid  the  Bill  thoroughly,  some  other 
honourable  members  do  not.  That  is  the  way  I 
view  it,  and  I  think  it  would  be  to  the  advan- 
tage of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  Bill  to 
have  the  adjournment.  It  is  a  complicated 
Bill,  although  it  appears  simfde  enough.  I 
have  studied  it.   Simple  though  it  is,  it  is  quite 
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possible  to  mismidentand  it.  That  being  so, 
I  do  not  know  but  tbat  the  best  coarse  to  pax- 
sue  would  be  to  adjourn  the  debate.  I  oame 
here  prepared  to  support  the  measure,  taking 
exception  simply  to  clauses  24  and  25,  which 
introauoe  an  entirely  new  principle — ^that  when 
a  license  is  forfeited  the  landholder  is  to  be  the 
only  person  who  will  suffer.  With  the  ezcejp- 
tion  of  these  clauses,  I  think  the  Bill  is  a  fair 
approach  to  a  settlement  of  this  question. 
Tnere  is  no  need  to  deal  hastily  with  the  BUI, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Government  to  have  the  Bill  adjourned. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STBWABT.  — I 
intend  to  support  the  motion  for  the  adjooxn- 
ment:  not,  as  the  Hon.  the  Attomey-Qeneral 
supposes,  because  I  am  opposed  to  the  Bill 
as  it 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  did  not 
say  you  were. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWABT.— You 
said  some  tactics  had  been  resorted  to  to-day 
here. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— There  is  no 
doubt  about  it. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STBWABT.— I  am 
quite  unconscious  of  them. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  did  not 
charge  the  honourable  gentleman  with  them. 
The  honourable  gentleman's  conduct  has  al- 
ways been  fair  and  square  to  me. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART.— I  was 
only  speaking  to  some  honourable  gentlemen 
rust  before  the  Council  met  as  to  whether  the 
jBill  should  be  adjourned.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  have  had  a  copy  of  the  Bill  in  my  pocket 
for  some  days,  but  I  was  so  busy  with  other 
matters  that  I  had  not  time  to  coxisider  it ;  and 
then,  I  was  visiting  a  house  on  Saturday  after- 
noon, and  was  asked  for  a  copy  of  the  Bill, 
and  I  gave  my  copy. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.  —  I  thmk  it 
would  be  best  to  adjourn  this  debate.  This  is 
a  most  difficult  Bill  to  study,  and,  although  I 
have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  go  over  it,  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  master  it.    I  have 

fven  three  or  four  hours  to  it.  It  may  be  that 
am  not  so  quick  at  picking  up  the  details  of 
a  measure  as  some  honourable  members,  but, 
at  any  rate,  I  think  this  Bill  requires  a  great 
deal  more  attention.  There  are  some  clauses 
which  might  suit  one  part  of  the  colony  and 
not  another— namely,  clauses  24  and  25.  For 
instance,  when  a  license  is  taken  away,  the 
owner  of  a  pro^rty,  although  he  had  no  part 
at  all  in  carrying  on  the  hotel,  is  bound  to 
pay  valuation  for  improvements  at  the  time. 
These  are  things  which  require  a  great  deal  of 
consideration.  We  must  look  into  the  law  be- 
fore we  can  decide  whether  this  Bill  is  satis- 
factory or  not.  My  own  impression  is  that  it 
will  not  be  possible  to  work  it.  I  do  not  think, 
in  fact,  if  we  adjourn  the  consideration  of  it 
until  next  session,  the  subject  would  at  all 
suffer. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— How  is  it 
you  have  been  lobbying  about  the  Bill  ? 


The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  deny  that  I 
have  been  lobbying.  I  have  spoken  to  several 
members,  but  I  have  not  gone  behind  any  one's 
back.  I  do  not  do  that.  I  have  spoken  to 
three  or  four  members,  and  said  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  pass  the  Bill  this 
session,  because  it  is  evident  to  me  that  it  did 
not  receive  that  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
the  Qovemment  which  a  Bill  like  this  ought 
to  have.  Instead  of  the  members  of  the  Qo- 
vemment dancing  about  electioneering,  they 
ought  to  devote  their  attention  to  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  and  to  be  prepared  to  lay  a  perfect  Bill 
before  Parliament  when  it  meets. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  think  the 
honourable  member  has  proved  that  there  is 
no  occasion  for  an  adjournment.  He  has  shown 
us  that  he  thoroughly  understands  the  Bill,  and 
where  it  might  not  work  well.  I  think,  there- 
fore, the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  get  the  Bill 
into  Committee  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question, "  That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 
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5. 

Amendment  carried. 

Debate  adjourned. 

ELECTORAL  BILL. 

IN  GOUHITTBB. 

Clause  61. — Seamen  and  commercial  travel- 
lers to  make  declaration  and  claim  for  an  elec- 
tor's right. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  moved.  That 
the  words  '*  or  bushfeller  "  be  inserted  after  the 
word  "  traveller  "  in  line  3. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be 
so  inserted." 
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Pharazyn  Stevens  Whyte 

Pollen  Stewart  Williams. 

Reynolds 

Majority  against.  6. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  moved,  That  the 
words  "  or  gumdigger  '*  he  inserted  after  the 
word  "  traveller." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be 
so  inserted." 
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Majority  against,  7. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  moved,  That  the  words 
*<  or  men  employed  on  co-operative  works  "  be 
inserted  after  the  word  "  traveller." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 
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Majority  against,  6. 


Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  moved,  That  the 
words  "  or  lighthouse-keepers  and  their  &kmi- 
lies  "  be  inserted  after  the  word  "  traveller." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 
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Majority  against,  14. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Major  WAHAWAHA  moved.  That 
the  words  '*  or  a  surveyor  or  an  assistant "  be 
inserted  after  the  word  "  traveller." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 


Bonar 
Feldwiok 
KeUy 
Kerr 


Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Buckley 

Dignan 

Jenkinson 

Johnston 


Ayes,  12. 
McLean 
Richardson 


Shrimski 

Noes,  16. 
MacGregor 
McCullough 
Montgomery 
Oliver 
Ormond 


Swanson 
Wahawaha 
Walker,  L. 
Walker,  W.O. 


Pollen 

Stevens 

Stewart 

Whyte 

Williams. 


Majority  against,  4. 

Amendment  negatived. 
The   Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK  moved, 
the  clause  be  postponed. 
The  Committee  divided. 


That 


Bonar 

Feldwick 

Kelly 

Kerr 

McLean 

Acland 

Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Buckley 

Dignan 

Jenkinson 


Ayes,  13. 
Reynolds 
Richardson 

Rigg 
Shrimski 

Nobs,  18. 
Johnston 
MacGregor 
McCullough 
Montgomery 
Oliver 
Ormond 


Swanson 
Wahawaha 
Walker,  L. 
Walker,  W.  C. 


Pharazyn 

Pollen 

Stevens 

Stewart 

Whyte 

Williams. 


Majority  against,  5. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  64. — ^Vote  may  be  given  in  any  part 
of  the  colony. 

The  Hon..  Mr.  McLEAN  moved.  That  the 
clause  be  postponed. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Bonar 

Feldwiok 

KeUy 

Kerr 

McLean 

Acland 

Bamicoat 

Bolt 

Buckley 

Dignan 

Jenkinson 


Ayes,  IS. 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Bigg 
Shrimski 

Noes,  18. 
Johnston 
MacGregor 
McCullough 
Montgomery 
Oliver 
Ormond 


Swanson 
Wahawaha 
Walker,  L. 
Walker,  W.  C. 


Pharazyn 

PoUen 

Stevens 

Stewart 

Whyte 

Williams. 


Majority  against,  5. 
Amendment  negatived. 
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OlauBe  85.— Poll  to  be  by  ballot.  Hours  of 
polling. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG  moved,  That  the  word 
"  it,"  in  line  1,  be  struck  out,  and  the  follow- 
ing words  inserted  in  lieu  thereof :  "  The  ballot- 
lApers  shall  be  bound  in  boolra  of  oonvenient 
sifle,  and  shall  be  conseoutively  numbered. 
Each  ballot-paper  shall  have  a  number  printed 
on  the  back,  and  shall  have  attached  a  counter- 
foil with  the  same  number  printed  on  the  face. 
At  the  time  of  voting  the  ballot-paper  shall  be 
stamped  with  an  official  mark  and  delivered 
to  the  voter  within  the  polling-booth,  and  the 
number  of  such  voter  on  the  roll  shall  be 
marked  on  the  counterfoil.    The  poll ". 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause.'* 


Acland 

Bamiooat 

Bolt 

Buckley 

Dignan 

Jenkinson 


Bonar 

I'eldwick 

KeUy 

Kerr 

McLean 


Ayes,  18. 
Johnston 
MacGregor 
McOullough 
Montgomery 
Oliver 
Ormond 

Noes,  18. 
Reynolds 
Bichardson 

Rigg 
Shrimski 


Pharazyn 

Pollen 

Stevens 

Stewart 

Whyte 

Williams. 


Swanson 
Wahawaha 
Walker,  L. 
Walker,  W.  0. 


Majority  for,  5. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  moved.  That 
the  word  *'  six,"  in  line  27,  be  struck  out,  and 
that  the  word  *' seven"  be  inserted  in  lieu 
thereof. 

The  Conmiittee  divided  on  the  question, 
*VThat  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stemd 
part  of  the  clause." 

Atbs,  19. 
Acland  MacGregor        Pollen 

Barnicoat  McCullough       Bichardson 

Bolt  Montgomery     Stevens 

Bonar  Oliver  Stewart 

Buckley  Ormond  Whyte 

Dignan  Pharazyn  Williams. 

Johnston 

Noes,  12. 
Feldwick  Kerr  Swanson 

Jenkinson         McLean  Wahawaha 

Jennings  Bigg  Walker,  L. 

Kelly  Shrimski  Walker,  W.  0. 

Majority  for,  7. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  moved,  That 
«one  month"  be  inserted  instead  of  **8iz 
months." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  19. 

Acland  Buckley  Johnston 

Barnicoat  Dignan  Kelly 

Bolt  Jenkinson  MacGregor 


McOullough      Pharazyn 
Montgomery      Pollen 
Oliver  Stevens 

Ormond 

Noes,  8. 

Bonar  Richardson 

Feldwick  Shrimski 

McLean  Swanson 

Majority  for,  11. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Progress  reported. 

The  Oouncil  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to 
nine  o'clock  p.m. 


Stewart 

Whyte 

Williams. 


Walker,  L. 
Walker,  W.  C. 


HOUSE  OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  6th  September,  1893, 

Third  Beadings— Bill  disdharged— Kumara  Minea— 
Crofter  Immigrants— BaBh-flrlng— Kelso  Bridge- 
School  Libraries— Doyle— Mosgiel  Courthouse— 
Gtovemment  Employes'  Wages— Beefton  Mining 
Companies— Takaka-Collingwood  Boad— Photo- 

S^phing  Prisoners— Manawata  Biver  Bridge— 
eviot  Boad— Babbit  Nnisanoe  —  Government 
Insuranee  Bates  of  Interest— Federated  Biaori 
Assembly  —  Salvation  Army  —  Adjournment  — 
West  Coast  Settlement  Beserves  Bill— EUesmere 
Lake  Lands  Bill— Shops  and  Shop-assistants  BUI 

Mr.  Spkakbb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

THIBD  READINaS. 
Post  Office  Bill,  Civil  Service  Officers'  Gua- 
rantee Bill,  Stamp  Bill. 

BILL  DI30HABGED. 
Egmont  County  Bill. 

eumaba  mines. 

Colonel  FBASEH  brought  up  a  report  from 
the  Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  Thomas  F.  Bum  and  others,  and 
also  on  a  petition  from  the  Kumara  Miners* 
Association,  praying  for  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  water  supplied  for  mining  purposes. 
The  Committee  had  no  recommendation  to 
make.  He  moved.  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  he  had  an  amendment 
to  move.  These  petitions  were  from  the  resi- 
dents of  the  Kumara  district,  and  also  from  the 
miners  in  that  district,  asking  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  into  their  favourable  con- 
sideration the  petitions  they  had  presented  to- 
the  House  for  a  reduction  in  the  price  charged 
to  the  miners  of  that  field  for  water.  The 
matter  was  discussed  by  the  Goldfields  Com- 
mittee in  1891-92,  and  during  the  present 
session.  A  petition  from  the  same  people  came 
before  the  Goldfields  Committee  last  session, 
and  they  recommended  it  to  the  favourable 
consideration  of  the  House.  In  other  words, 
they  recommended  that  the  Government  should 
make  some  substantial  or  reasonable  reduction 
of  the  excessive  amounts  that  were  charged  for 
the  water  the  Government  were  supplying  to 
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the  miners  there.  He  would  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  by  going  through  the  main 
facts  of  the  case,  but  he  contended  that  the 
decision  which  the  Conmiittee  arrived  at  on 
those  same  petitions  last  week  was  quite  con- 
trary to  what  ought  to  have  been  arrived  at, 
and  to  what  would  have  been  arrived  at  if 
all  the  members  had  been  present.  It  was 
with  a  view  of  giving  all  the  members  an  op- 
portunity of  being  present  that  he  moved  the 
amendment  that  this  report  be  referred  back  to 
the  Committee  for  reconsideration.  Some  of 
the  members,  he  believed,  who  voted  on  that 
occasion  were  not  so  fully  cognisant  of  the  facts 
as  other  members  who  had  sat  on  the  Commit- 
tee for  years;  and  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
to  his  mind,  simplv  shelved  the  question,  and 
threw  the  responsibility  entirely  on  the  Qovem- 
ment.  This  question  of  the  charge  made  to  the 
miners  throughout  the  colony  for  the  supply  of 
water  was  not  a  local  question,  but  was  really  a 
national  question.  It  was  one  that  the  House 
ought  to  seriously  take  into  consideration,  as 
it  was  never  intended,  when  the  money  wshs 
borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the 
several  water-races,  that  there  should  be  a  large 
profit  made  out  of  them,  any  more  than  that  a 
large  profit  should  be  made  out  of  the  railways. 
They  were  made  for  the  public  convenience,  and 
for  tiie  encouragement  and  development  of  this 
partioular  industry  that  was  affected  by  this 
neavy  charge  and  burden  being  placed  upon 
it ;  and  he  thought  the  Committee,  on  furtner 
inquiry,  would  be  able  to  come  to  a  different 
decision  from  that  come  to  last  week  upon  these 
IMtitions.  Therefore,  without  taking  up  further 
time,  he  would  move  the  amendment  he  had 
stated. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  seconded  the  amend- 
ment, because  he  felt,  as  he  had  felt  for  many 
years,  that  the  miners  who  were  intimately  as- 
sociated with  this  matter  were  suffering  a  great 
wrong.  They  had  brought  petitions  time  after 
time  to  the  House,  and  distinct  recommenda- 
tions had  been  made  to  the  Government  to 
give  favourable  consideration  to  their  request. 
But,  so  long  as  the  Minister  of  Mines  ^mA  at 
the  head  of  affairs,  he  feared  there  was  very 
little  likelihood  of  the  miners  of  Kumara  re- 
ceiving that  attention  which  he  thought  their 
case  deserved.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Government  should  not  make  the  large  profit 
— and  it  had  been  stated  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself  that  they  had  been  making 
a  large  profit  out  of  this  particular  water-race 
— out  of  this  work  which  they  were  making,  and 
that  a  considerable  reduction  ought  to  be  made 
to  encourage  the  miners  in  the  development 
of  the  claims  in  that  district.  He  was  aware 
that  the  Government  did  give  free  water  for 
prospecting  purposes,  but  that  was  not  suffi- 
cient. What  the  miners  wanted  was  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  permanent  charge  for  water.  They 
were  auite  prepared  to  pay  something  reason- 
able, but  they  were  not  prepared  to  pav  the 
heavy  rates  which  were  demanded  of  them  ; 
and  it  seemed  to  be  useless  to  send  down  such 
representations  as  recommending  the  matter 
to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
Mr,  Guinness 


ment,  because  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a 
hundred  where  that  was  done  the  matter  was 
shelved.  He  did  not  know  whether  he  was  at 
liberty  to  mention  a  particular  petition  which 
had  been  reported  on  that  afternoon;  otiier- 
wise  he  would  appeal  to  the  Government  on 
behalf  of  another  petitioner — namely,  Mr. 
Bevell,  a  Besident  Magistrate,  who  hsyd  been 
a  vety  old  and  tried  servant  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  go  into  that  case. 

Mr.  VALENTDTE  said,  with  regard  to  these 
partioular  claims  of  the  Kumara  miners,  ha 
thought  the  Government  should  do  somethiiig. 
He  remembered  that  last  year,  when  the  Minis- 
ter was  replying  to  a  question,  he  said  that  if 
the  other  water-races  were  taken  into  account 
the  yield  was  not  more  than  ^  per  cent.  That 
had,  however,  nothing  to  do  with  it.  There 
might  be  certain  circumstances  in  connection 
with  certain  water-races  which  brought  the 
percentage  down  to  less  than  a  quarter;  but 
there  was  no  sufficient  reason  why  the  men 
whose  case  was  now  under  consideration  should 
suffer  for  the  benefit  of  people  outside  the  dis- 
trict. They  ought  to  be  treated  with  that 
consideration  which,  he  thought,  their  unfor- 
tunate circumstances  entitled  them  to.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  give  a  little  more 
consideration  to  the  recommendations  of  this 
Committee  than  they  had  done  before. 

An  Hon.  Membxb. — The  Committee  recom- 
mend nothing. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  said  he  was  aware  of  that, 
but  that  did  not  seem  right,  and  tiiat  was 
why  he  supported  the  amendment  referring  the 
matter  back  to  the  Committee,  so  that  further 
evidence  might  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS  said,  as  one  representing 
a  goldfields  constituency,  he  was  rather  suv- 
prised  to  find  this  petition  come  up  agun  year 
after  year.  He  was  pleased  to  hear  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Grey  acknowledge  that  this 
was  a  national  question,  and  not  a  local  one, 
and  in  that  light  he  hoped  the  House  would 
look  upon  it.  According  to  the  information 
given  to  the  Committee  the  miners'  wages  in 
the  locality  referred  to  were  averaging  &  ISs. 
a  week.  He  was  sorry  to  say  there  were  very 
few  miners  in  his  neighbourhood  who  could  earn 
on  the  average  more  than  £1 16s.  a  week,  and 
he  did  think  that,  until  the  other  parts  of  the 
colony  were  put  on  a  more  equal  footing  with, 
regard  to  assistance  from  Govenmient  to  aid 
prospecting  the  head-waters  of  the  Wakamarina, 
and  other  places,  and  that  kind  of  work,  tiiey 
ought  not  to  reduce  these  water-rates.  They 
were  all  quite  willing — he  was  quite  willing 
himself,  and  he  was  sure  others  were — to 
assist  the  mining  industry,  which  meant  giving 
the  miners  every  benefit  that  could  be  given 
reasonably :  at  the  same  time,  they  ought  not 
to  give  to  any  one  section  of  miners  any- 
thing in  preference  to  others.  They  must  be 
just  before  being  generous.  And,  if  it  oould 
be  shown  by  the  department  that  these 
miners  were  averaging  £3  ISs.  a  week,  then  he 
considered  they  ought  to  be  very  well 
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fled.  It  had  been  said  that  this  infonnatioxi 
was  not  correct,  as  to  their  being  able  to  earn 
that  amount ;  but  the  petition  i&elf  said  that 
the  miners  were  not  able  to  say  what  their 
average  earnings  were  until  they  had  certain 
information  from  the  department. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  that  was  not  the  case. 
They  said  they  could  not  tell  until  they  knew 
exactly  the  quantity  of  gold  that  had  been  pro- 
duced. 

Mr.  G.  H.  MILLS  thought  honourable  mem- 
bers would  understand  by  that  that  the  miners 
were  looking  forward  to  the  report  from  the 
department  to  ascertain  what  gold  had  been 
produced  from  the  field  within  the  last  twelve 
months :  and  it  appeared  to  him,  at  first,  that 
they  were  almost  afraid  to  say  how  much  their 
earnings  were.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
report  being  referred  back  to  the  Committee, 
but  he  did  not  see,  when  the  petition  came 
before  them  the  other  day,  that  they  had  any 
new  evidence,  or  anything  like  such  exhaus- 
tive information  as  was  placed  before  the 
Committee  in  1891,  when  the  whole  Question 
was  thoroughly  threshed  out.  He  did  not 
blame  the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey 
for  moving  the  amendment ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  thought  the  members  who  represented 
the  various  goldfields  must  look  upon  the  mat- 
ter, as  the  honourable  gentleman  himself  ac- 
knowledged should  be  done,  from  a  national 
standpoint. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  did  not  see  how  the 
Committee  could  have  come  to  any  other  con- 
clusion than  they  had  come  to.  If  the  petition 
were  considered  by  itself,  then  in  other  cases 
where  miners  were  using  Government  water 
those  cases  might  not  be  considered  at  all,  for 
this  reason:  It  was  quite  true  that  in  this 
particular  spot  the  Government  were  making 
a  small  profit  out  of  the  water;  but  in  other 
places  they  were  making  no  profit  at  all ;  and, 
taking  the  whole  of  the  water-races  all  over 
New  Zealand,  he  thought  the  fact  should  be 
shown  that  no  profit  was  being  made  from 
them.  If  this  water  were  reduced  to  the 
miners  at  Kumara,  what  would  be  the  posi- 
tion as  regards  the  other  miners?  The  Go- 
vernment would  be  able  to  say  of  other  places, 
"We  are  making  no  profit  out  of  the  water 
anywhere,  and  therefore  we  do  not  see  our 
way  to  make  a  reduction."  The  fact  was,  the 
miners  at  Kumara  were  making  £3  13s.  per 
week,  according  to  the  Mines  Report;  and 
if  honourable  members  looked  at  that  report 
they  would  find  that  miners  elsewhere  were 
making  very  much  less — ^in  some  cases,  indeed, 
under  £2.  If  a  reduction  were  to  be  made  here 
a  reduction  must  necessarily  be  made  else- 
where, and  therefore,  in  the  interests  of  the 
miners  generally,  the  Committee  had  made  the 
report  it  was  their  duty  to  make.  The  report 
did  not  say  that  the  Government  were  not  to 
reduce ;  they  simply  said  the  question  was  one 
of  policy,  and  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Grey  used  the  very  same  argument  himself 
when  he  said  it  was  a  national  question.  The 
Government,  if  they  thought  fit,  could  make 
any  reductions  at  Kumara  or  elsewhere;  but. 


if  the  House  were  to  stultify  itself  and  say  that 
the  miners  at  Kumara  were  to  have  a  reduc- 
tion, and  not  other  miners,  he  did  not  think 
that  would  be  at  all  fair.  He  thought  that 
claims  for  reductions  elsewhere  were  very  much 
stronger  than  in  the  case  of  Kumara.  What 
happened  at  Kumara?  Was  no  encourage- 
ment given  them  there  ?  They  had  free  water 
for  prospecting  and  for  opening  out  claims, 
and  surely  it  could  hardly  be  said  that,  under 
those  circumstances,  the  Government  and  the 
country  were  not  doing  all  they  could  do  to 
encourage  mining.  He  was  as  anxious  as 
any  one  to  see  it  encouraged,  but  he  did  not 
want  to  see  one  spot  favoured  and  all  others 
shut  out  from  encouragement.  He  thought 
the  Committee  had  made  a  report  such  as  the 
circumstances  required,  and  if  the  question 
was  to  be  considered  at  all  it  should  be  con- 
sidered as  a  question  of  Government  policy,  as 
dealing  with  all  water-races. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  must  confess 
that  he  was  never  more  surprised  than  to 
hear  the  statement  with  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  commenced  his  speech  just  now. 
He  said  the  Committee,  in  his  opinion,  could 
not  possibly  have  come  to  any  other  decision 
than  that  to  which  they  had  come.  Now,  as  a 
matter  of  fairness,  he  wished  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  an  important  matter 
—  to  the  terms  of  the  report,  which  were  as 
follow : — 

<*That,  after  due  consideration,  the  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that,  as  the  matter  of 
fixing  the  price  of  water  is  a  question  of  policy 
which  should  be  decided  by  the  Government, 
this  Committee  has  no  recommendation  to 
make.'* 

That  was  the  report  of  the  Committee.  Now, 
he  would  ask  the  House  to  recall  for  a  moment 
the  order  of  reference  by  which  petitions  and 
every  other  matter  were  referred  to  a  Gk>ldfields 
Conmiittee.  The  order  of  reference  was  as 
follows :  **  That  a  Goldfields  and  Mines  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  thirteen  members,  be  ap- 
pointed, to  which  shall  be  referred  all  matters 
relating  to  mining,  and  all  Bills  relating  to 
mines,"  et  cetera.  This  was  a  mere  detaU  of 
matters  relating  to  mining— not  a  question  of 
policy.  It  had  been  presented  by  the  petition- 
ers to  the  House,  and  the  House  had  delegated 
the  matter  to  a  Committee,  and  the  Committee 
actually  reported  that,  as  it  was  a  question  of 
policy,  the  Government  alone  should  decide  it. 
Why  on  earth  should  it  have  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  at  all  ?    The  price  of  water  was 

no  question  of  policy  :  but  even  if  it  were 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  the  honour- 
able  member  said,  **  Hear,  hear." 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — He  means  water-drink- 
ing. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  he  was 
beginning  to  think,  considering  the  part  the 
honourable  member  took  in  the  matter  of  fram- 
ing the  report,  that  it  would  be  better  if  he 
took  to  something  stronger  than  water.  Could 
the  honourable  gentleman  recall  the  fact  that 
the  gold  duty— which  was,  as  everybody  would 
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aoknowledge,  a  question  of  large  policy — was 
abolished  upon  repeated  recommendations  from 
the  same  Committee  ?  It  was  the  Committee 
that  did  the  business.  They  so  often  reported 
faTourably  on  the  abolition  of  the  gold  duty 
that  this  House  at  llast  took  the  matter  under 
consideration  and  the  duty  was  abolished. 
That  was  a  question  of  policy.  But  the  fact 
remained  that,  if  this  petition  had  been  such 
a  question  of  policy  as  was  involved  in  the  con- 
struction of  water-races  all  over  the  country 
— a  question  of  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum 
of  public  money  for  the  construction  of  water- 
races  for  the  first  time  —  it  would  certainly 
have  been  referred  to  the  Mines  Committee  in 
order  to  give  its  opinion  to  the  House.  The 
House  then  might  accept  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee,  or  it  might  reject  it.  But 
to  say  that  petitioners  complaining  of  the  price 
of  water  should  not  have  it  considered  by  the 
Committee  because  it  was  a  question  of  policy, 
was  only  another  way  of  saying  that  petition- 
ers need  never  send  in  any  petition  for  relief. 
An  honourable  member  said  they  need  not; 
but  the  needlessness  of  it  only  commenced 
from  the  sending-in  of  this  report,  for  hitherto 
petitioners  have  always  believed  that  if  they 
sent  in  a  petition  it  would,  at  any  rate,  be 
fairly  considered  by  the  Committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred.  Now,  however,  they  must  see 
there  was  not  the  slightest  use  sending  in  any 
petition.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  an 
individual  might  send  a  petition  to  the  House, 
or  to  the  head  of  the  Government,  or  to  the 
Minister  of  some  particular  department.  There 
had  always  been  a  broad  distinction  between 
these  petitions.  When  a  petition  was  sent  to  a 
Minister,  he  regarded  it  in  the  light  of  a  letter, 
and  sent  his  answer ;  but  when  a  petition  was 
sent  to  the  House  the  House  was  presumed  to 
consider  it.  But  what  was  now  done  was  to 
declare  that  the  House  would  take  no  cogni- 
sance whatever  of  the  matter,  but  would  refer 
petitions— for,  after  all,  petitions  were  on  ques- 
tions of  policy,  as  a  rule — they  would  simply 
refer  petitions  to  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment. That  was  putting  petitioners  in  a  most 
unfair  position.  In  his  own  district  there 
were  Government  water-races,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  the  price  of  water  was  sueh  as  to 
almost  exclude  the  possibility  of  fully  develop- 
ing the  mines  in  that  particular  locality.  Peti- 
tions were  now  coming  in  from  that  district  to 
the  House ;  but  what  now  would  be  the  use  of 
them  ?  Under  the  circumstances  he  might  as 
well  recommend  his  constituen  ts  to  cease  peti- 
tioning, and,  instead,  to  send  a  letter  to  the 
Premier.  It  was  useless  sending  petitions  to 
the  House,  since  the  Committee  declared  that 
it  was  not  its  business  to  interfere  ;  they  might 
just  as  well  themselves  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Government  at  once.  He  must  say  the  position 
was  a  wrong  one — that  it  was  placing  the  House 
in  a  false  position,  and  that  trie  Committee  was 
recommending  something  which  would  destroy 
the  right  of  petition  to  Parliament.  He  con- 
sidered the  House,  on  this  occasion,  ought  to 
refer  the  question  back  to  the  Committee  on 
the  ground  that  the  Committee  had  not  de- 
Mr.  2f.  J,  8.  Mackenzie 


liberated  at  all  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
petition.  It  ought  to  go  back,  in  order  that 
the  Committee  might  be  in  a  position,  after 
inquiring  into  the  petition,  to  guide  the 
House  to  a  correct  decision.  They  did  not 
know  anything  about  the  position  of  the 
Kumara  miners.  He  understood  the  Govern- 
ment were  making  10  per  cent,  oat  of  the 
miners  in  that  district ;  and,  at  any  rate,  if  the 
House  ultimately  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  ought  not  to  assent  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners,  nevertheless  that  conclusion  ought 
to  be  arrived  at  after  it  had  had  the  benefit 
of  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee.  He  in- 
tended to  vote  to  send  the  report  back  to  the 
Committee,  and  he  hoped  that  would  be  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that  when  this  case  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Goldfields  Com- 
mittee he  was  not  present;  and  the  reason 
for  his  absence,  as  ne  had  explained  to  the 
Chairman  afterwards,  was  that  he  had  not  re- 
ceived any  notice  of  the  meeting.  The  notices 
of  these  various  Committee  meetings  were 
hawked  around  the  House,  and  were  sometimes 
left  amongst  the  papers  on  one's  desk,  and 
so  might  be  overlooked.  He  thought  that, 
like  all  other  communications,  they  ought  to 
be  put  in  the  pigeonholes  of  members.  As 
he  was  not  present  at  the  meeting,  he  had 
not  had  a  chance  of  taking  part  in  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Committee.  But  he  entirely  dis- 
sented from  the  finding  of  the  Committee,  and 
was  extremely  sorry  to  find  a  man  like  his 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Bruce  takinff 
up  the  attitude  he  had  taken  up,  for  he  had 
always  thought  that  honourable  gentleman  had 
strong  sympathy  with  the  miners,  and  that  he 
apipreciated  the  position  of  the  Goldfields  Com- 
mittee more  thaoi  now  seemed  to  be  the  case. 
It  was  perfectly  true,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  had  said,  that  every  reform 
introduced  into  the  mining-laws  of  the  colony 
had  emanated  not  from  the  Minister  of  Mines 
directly,  but  from  the  Goldfields  Committee. 
He  could  not  charge  his  memory  with  a  single 
reform  which  had  emanated  from  the  Minister 
of  Mines  unless  it  had  first  been  agitated  for 
by  the  miners'  associations,  then  brought  up 
by  petition  before  the  House,  and  subsequently 
reported  upon  by  the  Goldfields  Conmiittee. 
The  abolition  of  t^e  gold  duty,  which  he  him- 
self had  carried  as  Minister  of  Mines,  had 
first  been  broached  in  the  miners'  associations 
and  in  the  progress  committees  on  the  West 
Coast  and  in  the  goldfields  of  Otago,  and  it 
culminated  in  the  passing  of  the  law  five  or  six 
years  ago.  Now,  with  respect  to  the  claim  of 
the  Kumara  miners,  when  he  was  at  Kumara 
he  had  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  a  great  num- 
ber of  these  miners,  and  he  could  not  find 
in  any  case  that  their  earnings  came  to  the 
amount  that  had  been  mentioned  by  various 
speakers  during  the  debate  ;  and  their  expenses, 
he  knew,  were  very  heavy.  The  House,  in  its 
wisdom,  had  given  considerable  protection  to 
manufactures  in  this  country;  it  had  im- 
posed duties  to  enable  manufacturers  to  com- 
pete  against  imported  articles.     Every  daj 
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the  Minister  of  Lands  was  bringing  in  some 
amendment  of  the  Land  Act,  to  help  agri- 
ooitorists  and  small  settlers.  Bat  what  were 
they  doing  at  the  present  time  with  regard  to 
the  mining  interests?  He  was  not  speaking 
in  fayour  of  the  mining  interests  because  he 
wanted  the  Tote  of  the  miners,  because,  as  the 
House  knew,  he  did  not  intend  to  come  back 
to  Parliament ;  but  he  must  say  he  thought 
they  ought  to  consider  the  mining  interest  in 
a  fair  and  liberal  spirit.  Every  day  the  claims 
were  getting  worked  out ;  the  men  were  grow- 
ing older,  and  they  were  able  to  make  but 
little  provision  for  their  declining  years ;  and 
he  must  say  it  would  be  a  great  shame  if  the 
House  imposed  disabilities  upon  miners  who 
could  ill  fiSSord  to  bear  them.  He  was  sorry 
indeed  that  the  Committee  had  presented  this 
report,  and  thought  it  would  have  been  far 
better  to  have  taken  a  bold  stand  and  to  have 
told  the  House  that  the  miners  had  no  griev- 
ance and  that  the  price  of  water  should  not 
be  reduced.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
Committee  thought  the  miners  were  paying  too 
much  they  ought  to  have  recommended  a  re- 
duction. The  whole  crux  of  the  question,  he 
believed,  lay  in  this  fact :  that  there  was  on 
the  Kumara  Goldfield  another  water -race, 
which  was  owned  by  a  private  individual,  and, 
if  the  Government  reduced  the  price  of  water 
from  the  Government  race,  then  this  individual 
would  suffer ;  and  so,  in  order  to  protect  this 
individual, — a  Mr.  Holmes,— the  price  of  water 
in  the  Government  race  was  to  be  kept  up  to 
the  miners  on  the  Kumara  Goldfield. 

Mr.  C.  H.  MILLS  asked  how  the  earnings 
of  these  miners  compared  with  the  earnings  of 
other  miners  throughout  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  FERGUS  did  not  care  whether  they 
compared  favourably  with  the  average  earnings 
of  miners  throughout  the  colony  or  not.  What 
he  wanted  to  know  was,  whether  they  were 
earning  more  than  sufficient  to  keep  body  and 
soul  together— whether  they  were  earning  fair 
wages — that  was  what  he  wanted  to  know. 
When  the  miners  came  before  that  House  and 
made  certain  representations,  members  were 
bound  to  believe  them ;  and,  from  what  he  had 
heard,  he  would  venture  to  say  that  the  ave- 
rage earning  was  not  so  great  as  that  paid  to 
the  most  humble  labourers  in  the  service  of  the 
colony ;  and  the  expenses  to  which  they  were 
put,  as  every  one  acquainted  vTith  the  matter 
knew,  were  far  out  of  proportion  to  those  of 
any  other  class  of  tradesmen  in  the  colony. 
He  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  refer  the  matter 
back  to  the  Committee  to  bring  up  a  definite 
report,  so  that  they  should  not  shield  them- 
selves under  such  a  resolution  as  that  now 
submitted. 

Mr.  MoGOWAN  thought  the  time  of  the 
House  would  be  saved  by  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment upon  the  ground  that  the  honourable 
Sentleman  had  given — that  there  wsbs  fresh  evi- 
ence  to  be  placed  before  the  Committee.  The 
question  of  the  amount  of  money  earned  per 
man  was,  he  thought,  hardly  included  in  the 
case.  The  present  was,  perhaps,  hardly  the 
proper  time  to  enter  upon  a  full  discussion  of 
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the  question,  although  he  felt  sorely  tempted 
to  enter  upon  it.  The  question  of  reduction 
of  water-charges  to  these  miners  was  one  that 
ought  to  be  fully  considered,  and,  if  the  mover 
of  the  amendment  put  the  additional  informa- 
tion before  the  Committee,  he  had  no  doubc  it 
would  be  fairly  considered.  He  had  been  in- 
formed that  the  earnings  mentioned  were  the 
gross  earnings,  and  if  that  were  so  it  was  a  very 
fallacious  estimate  to  go  upon.  He  would  sup- 
port the  amendment  for  sending  the  report 
back  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  think  the 
House  would  consider  he  was  treating  it  fairly 
if  he  aJlowed  what  had  been  stated  to  go  with- 
out sa^ng  a  few  words  upon  it.  The  Govern- 
ment m  this  matter  had  been  resisting  political 
pressure  for  some  time  past.  The  late  Minister 
of  Mines  had  done  the  same,  and  the  Minister 
of  Mines  before  him  had  done  the  same. 
There  had  been  continuous  pressure  brought  to 
bear  for  some  years  past  upon  the  respective 
Ministers  of  Mines  to  get  the  price  of  water 
reduced.  He  could  not  understand  why  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu,  when  Minis- 
ter of  Mines,  had  not,  during  the  three  years 
he  was  in  office,  done  that  which  he  now  advo- 
cated. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said,  would  the  honourable 
gentleman  allow  him  to  say  that  he  did  make 
a  reduction,  by  granting  certain  free  water  ?  and 
it  was  only  after  he  had  ceased  to  be  Minister 
that  the  petitions  had  come  into  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member's 
memory  must  be  very  defective.  The  man 
who  gave  free  water,  who  laid  down  the  rules 
under  which  the  water  was  given,  was  the 
present  leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that  he  (Mr.  Fergus)  had 
extended  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  his  honourable  friend 
had  not  extended  them,  for,  strange  to  say,  the 
rules  which  were  brought  into  existence  in 
1882  by  Mr.  Rolleston  were  the  rules  which 
guided  the  Manager  to  this  day. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— No,  they  are  not ;— he  meant 
to  say,  that  was  a  mistake. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  had  been  one  altera- 
tion made,  and  the  Minister  who  made  it  was 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Larnach,  and  he  had  reduced  the 
water-rate  from  £2  10s.  to  £2,  bat  condition- 
ally that  the  water-money  was  paid  in  advance. 
That  was  the  only  alteration  that  had  taken 
place  ever  since  he  could  remember,  and  he 
thought  they  would  admit  that  he  ought  to 
know  something  about  mining  at  Kumara. 
When  it  was  announced  that  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
was  to  be  Minister  of  Mines  some  of  the  miners 
of  Kumara  said  they  would  get  water  for  next 
to  nothing  ;  there  was  great  jubilation.  He  did 
not  say  there  was  not  perhaps  a  little  selfish- 
ness in  it.  He  would  say  what  had  happened, 
and  he  would,  perhaps,  be  doing  justice  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  in  saying 
there  was  a  general  instruction  given,  he  be- 
lieved, to  the  Manager  that,  instead  of  standing 
on  the  regulations,  when  water  was  plentiful, 
and  when  it  was  a  question  of  a  poor  claim, 
extra  water  might  be  given.     Evidence  was 
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taken  from  the  different  olaim-owners,  and  they 
found  that  the  earnings  averaged  from  £1  lOs. 
up  to  £10  per  week.  Then,  later  on,  evidence 
was  taken  before  the  Goldfields  Committee 
— a  deputation  came  up  to  Wellington — and 
the  evidence  was  to  be  found  in  the  records  of 
the  Committee,  and  he  thought  they  brought 
down  the  average  earnings  of  the  miners  to 
something  over  £3  per  week.  But  in  respect  to 
the  poor  claims — that  was,  ground  that  was 
being  worked  where  the  men  were  only  making 
small  wages — in  those  cases,  the  Manager,  on 
being  satisfied,  from  the  washings-up,  or  from 
two  or  three  washinss-up,  that  the  earnings 
of  the  men  were  only  such  as  he  had  men- 
tioned— ^£1  10s.  a  week,  or  something  of  that 
kind — ^had  a  discretionary  power  to  give  these 
poor  claims  what  was  known  as  "  a  uee  wash- 
mg  " — that  was,  to  charge  them  nothing  at  all 
for  the  water.  But  those  who  were  most 
clamorous  to  get  a  reduction  in  the  price  of 
water  were  those  who  had  secured  large  areas 
of  the  best  ground  at  Kumara,  and  who  wanted 
to  work  the  land  with  cheap  water,  and  make 
a  substantial  profit.  He  did  not  blame  them. 
But  they  might  apply  the  same  argument  to  our 
railways  as  was  advanced  in  regard  to  these 
water-races.  The  Government  looked  upon  our 
water-races  as  being  part  of  the  public  works 
constructed  under  our  public -works  policy. 
Supposing  the  Government  had  control  of  the 
railways,  and  the  question  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  that  the  tariff  on  the  railways,  or 
on  a  section  of  the  railways,  should  be  reduced, 
— which  would,  of  course,  have  an  application 
over  the  whole  of  the  railway  tarins  in  the 
colony, — what  would  the  House  say  ?  What 
would  any  Committee  say?  They  would  say 
at  once  that  it  was  a  question  of  policy,  and 
should  be  dealt  with  by  the  Government  of  the 
day,  who  were  responsible.  That  would  be  the 
argument,  and  probably  that  was  the  argu- 
ment that  had  been  used  in  the  Conmiittee 
which  had  dealt  with  this  question.  He  (Mr. 
Seddon)  did  not  vote  when  the  question  was  be- 
fore the  Committee.  Nothing,  he  might  say, 
would  make  him  more  popular  than  for  the 
Government  to  give  way.  Kumara  was  in  the 
electorate  which  he  intended  to  contest  at 
the  next  election,  and,  if  he  wanted  to  secure 
his  election,  and  make  himself  a  "jolly  good 
fellow,"  and  have  a  triumphant  procession 
and  hearty  welcome  on  his  arrival  at  Kumara, 
all  the  Government  had  to  do  was  to  reduce 
the  price  of  the  water  and  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  petitioners.  What  would  be  said  by 
honourable  members  in  that  case  ?  They  would 
say  that  he  was  not  a  person  to  be  intrusted 
with  the  position  of  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
Then,  they  were  told  that  the  reduction  in  the 
price  of  water  was  refused  because  some  pri- 
vate interests  were  involved.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  was  laid  down  by  one  Minister  of 
Mines — that  the  two  races,  namely,  the  Govern- 
ment race  and  the  private  race,  should  be 
worked  together.  It  had  been  felt  that,  if  the 
private  water-race  owner  reduced  the  price  of 
water,  his  doing  so  would  force  the  hand  of  the 
Government;  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  thought 
Mr,  Seddon 


some  arrangement  had  been  entered  int6 
in  consequence.  He  thought,  however,  the 
the  Government  should  charge  what  was  fair 
to  those  purchasing  water  from  the  State.  But 
he  would  put  this  to  the  House :  If  they  looked 
at  the  amount  expended  last  yeu  on  water- 
race  extension — ^he  might  mention  that  they 
had  to  extend  the  races  year  by  year  as  the 
ground  was  being  worked  out — they  had  to 
keep  increasing  the  expenditure  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  branch  and  main  races,  and  in  the 
construction  of  main  tail-races.  The  House 
practically,  last  year,  voted  £5,000  or  £6,000 
for  water-race  extension.  That  extension  was 
going  on,  and  now  they  were  asked  this 
year ' 

Mr.  GUINNESS.—Not  this  race;  nothing 
to  do  with  this  race. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  at  all  events.  Parliament 
was  asked  for  a  sum  of  money  to  be  placed 
upon  the  estimates  for  water-race  extension. 
These  extensions  were  going  on  in  that  district. 
Then,  the  race  at  Mount  Ida  hod  fallen  into 
such  disrepair  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  suffi- 
cient water  down  to  the  mmers  to  work  with. 
What  did  the  House  do  ?  It  spent  some  £600, 
he  thought,  in  the  purchase  of  prior  rights  of 
water,  and  £1,500  in  repairing  the  race ;  and  the 
men  were  getting  a  much  better  supply  than 
they  were  getting  before.  What  he  complained 
of  was  this :  that  before  the  Government  had 
finished  the  expenditure  petitions  were  coming 
to  the  House  for  a  reduction  in  the  price  ol 
water.  All  he  said  was  that,  if  they  were 
to  continue  that  policy,  it  would  mean  that 
Parliament  would  refuse  to  vote  any  money  for 
water-races, — which  were  a  very  desirable  class 
of  work  on  our  goldfields, — and  that  would  be 
a  very  grave  mistake  to  make.  Where  claims 
were  paying  well  they  should  keep  up  the  price 
of  the  water  to  a  fair  thing ;  and  where  tnere 
were  men  working  poor  ground,  and  where  they 
required  to  have  ground  prospected,  they  should 
give  free  water  and  carry  out  the  very  wise 
conditions  introduced  by  Mr.  BoUeston  when 
Minister  of  Mines.  The  other  day  he  read  in 
the  Kumara  Times  that  a  mass  meeting  of 
miners  was  called  to  discuss  this  question  of 
the  reduction  of  the  price  of  water,  and,  when 
the  Chairman  called  upon  miners  to  come  for- 
ward and  say  a  few  words  in  support  of  the 
proposal,  not  a  single  miner  came  forward,  al- 
though he  believed  there  were  many  in  the 
room. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  why. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  stating  what  he 
had  read  in  the  Kumara  Times  newspaper. 
There  was  no  gainsaying  the  fact — that  not  a 
single  miner  came  forward  to  support  the  pro- 
posal. The  only  speakers  were  uie  Mayor,  a 
member  of  the  County  Council,  and  Mr.  Hay,  he 
thought.  The  miners  were  a  manly,  straight- 
forward, and  outspoken  class  of  men,  and  if 
there  were  any  strong  feeling  on  the  subject 
they  would  very  soon  have  taken  the  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  their  grievances,  and  of  ask- 
ing Parliament  to  redress  them.  They  would 
not  even  find  the  means  of  sending  a  delegate 
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to  Wellington  to  give  evidence  before  the  Com- 
xnittee.  He  might  point  oat  that  a  very  large 
area  of  ground  had  been  secured  by  some  of  the 
men,  and  no  other  men  could  get  at  it.  -  It 
was  these  claimholders  who  clamoured  to  have 
the  price  of  water  reduced.  As  he  had  said, 
in  the  case  of  poor  ground  they  granted  free 
water.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  serious  grievance.  He 
wished  honourable  members  to  remember  this  : 
If  they  made  a  reduction  in  one  case  there 
would  be  applications  for  similar  reductions  in 
others.  There  were  the  Nelson  Greek,  Argyle, 
and  Mount  Ida  Water-races,  and  in  these  cases 
a  corresponding  reduction  would  naturally  be 
demanded.  For  instance,  they  had  leased  the 
Nelson  Water-race.  If  they  reduced  the  rates 
in  one  part  of  the  colony,  the  lessee  would 
claim,  very  reasonably,  compensation,  because 
he  would  be  bound,  in  the  face  of  the  Govern- 
ment making  the  reduction  in  one  place,  to 
reduce  the  price  at  that  race.  He  thought  it 
would  be  much  better  for  the  Gbvemment,  and 
much  better  for  the  miners,  that  they  should 
go  on  extending  the  water-races,  and  be  in  a 
position  to  grant  free  water  for  prospecting  and 
opening  up  new  ground.  He  might  say  this : 
that  if  the  Government  were  to  be  relieved  of 
responsibility  in  this  matter  he  would  not  ob- 
ject. If  the  House  was  prepared  to  say  the 
price  of  water  should  be  reduced  it  would  re- 
ueve  him  from  responsibility.  He  might  re- 
mack  that  he  was  well  known  to  the  miners, 
the  great  bulk  of  whom  were  his  political  sup- 
porters ;  and  he  liked  the  men  at  Kumara — he 
might  also  say  that  many  of  them  were  his  per- 
sonal friends.  If,  as  he  had  said,  he  were  relieved 
<d  this  responsibility,  he  would  not  complain. 
He  should  not  object  to  this  being  referred 
back  to  the  'Committee.  He  should  like  the 
fullest  information  to  be  got;  and  when  the 
€k>mmittee  reported  acain,  and  they  had  further 
•evidence,  if  it  were  shown,  to  the  House  that 
they  should  take  this  matter  in  hand,  and  come 
to  a  conclusion  upon  it,  all  he  had  to  say  was 
that  he  should  welcome  that  time.  But,  in 
the  meantime,  from  circumstances  which  were 
within  his  knowledge,  and  knowing,  as  he  did, 
the  difficulties  besetting  the  question,  he  would 
not  be  justified  in  taking  upon  himself  to  make 
this  reduction.  With  an  election  pending,  with 
an  election  ehortly  coming  off,  if  the  Government 
could  say,  *'  The  Goldfields  Oommittee  have  no 
recommendation  to  make,  and  the  Government 
thereupon,  under  these  circumstances,  have  de- 
cided to  reduce  the  price  of  water,"  it  would 
be  a  most  popular  step  to  take;  but  if  he 
wanted  to  place  himself  before  the  country 
with  an  excuse  for  taking  such  a  step  he  should 
let  this  matter  go  back  to  the  Goldfields  Com- 
mittee, let  the  Conunittee  recommend  that  the 
price  of  the  water  be  reduced,  and  then  he 
could  make  that  an  excuse  for  saying,  "As 
the  Goldfields  Committee  have  recommended 
the  reduction,  the  Government  have  taken 
the  matter  into  consideration,  and  the  reduc- 
tion will  take  place  accordingly."  He  did 
not  know  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  wanted.    He  questioned  whether 


there  would  have  been  this  advocacy  of  the 
Kumara  miners  and  the  great  interest  taken 
in  them  had  it  not  been  that  the  Naseby 
miners  had  a  petition  on  the  way ;  and  if  they 
reduced  in  one  case  they  must  in  the  other.  He 
forgot  to  say  that  they  had  from  Kumara  now 
an  application  for  the  construction  of  No.  4 
Main  Tail-race,  to  cost  £4,000;  they  had  an 
application  for  No.  5,  at  a  cost  of  £4,000 :  that 
was  £8,000.  They  had  the  extension  of  Cal- 
iaghan's,  another  £4,000.  That  was  £12,000. 
They  had  applications  for  extensions  of  works 
in  connection  with  these  races.  Their  receipts 
last  year  were  about  £4,000  over  and  above  the 
worlang-expenses.  They  contemplated  spend- 
ing £1,000  in  the  No.  4  Main  Tail-race.  The 
extension  of  the  Callaghan's  race  would  absorb 
the  whole  of  their  year's  takmgs.  Of  course, 
if  there  wsbs  to  be  a  reduction  in  the  price  of 
the  water  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  go 
on  with  the  extension  of  the  water-races  and 
the  construction  of  the  other  works  mentioned. 
Reduction  in  the  price  of  the  water  meant 
stoppage  of  the  extension  of  works. 

Mr.  McLEAN  would  support  the  sendin^- 
back  of  this  report  to  the  Committee  for  vari- 
ous reasons.  First,  the  Government  had  made 
a  profit  of  10  per  cent.  Now,  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  making  a  profit  of  10  per  cent.,  in 
about  ten  years  they  would  have  recovered  all 
their  capital;  they  would  have  got  the  net 
capital.  The  Premier  had  just  stated  that  he 
haid  represented  Kumara  off  and  on  for  at  least 
eighteen  years.  He  (Mr.  McLean)  knew  that 
a  great  deal  of  gold  was  obtained  from  that 
field.  He  did  not  know  how  much,  but  he 
knew  what  the  return  was  from  some  districts. 
If  the  miners  took  a  thousand  pounds'  worth  of 
gold  out  of  the  ground  and  sold  that  to  the 
banks,  the  colony  was  £1,000  richer ;  Parliament 
ought,  therefore,  to  encourage  gold-mining  in 
every  respect,  on  that  ground.  Another  reason 
why  this  petition  should  be  sent  back  was  that 
the  miners  should  have  some  reduction,  and  if 
the  Government  were  making  10  per  cent,  they 
could  afford  to  make  that  reduction.  It  had 
been  stated  that  the  men  earned  £3  10s.  Id. 
per  week ;  but  had  it  been  stated  how  much  of 
these  earnings  represented  expenses?  The 
Government  did  not  supply  picks,  shovels, 
dynamite,  and  other  things  necessary;  and  it 
was  more  than  likely  that  20  per  cent,  of  the 
gross  earnings  wsbs  spent  in  that  way.  And, 
talking  about  having  to  raise  the  price  on  the 
Mokihinui,  Nelson  Creek,  and  Argyle  Kaces, 
the  honourable  gentleman  knew  that  all  those 
races  had  been  abandoned,  and  it  was  of  no 
use  raising  the  price  on  an  abandoned  race. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knew  nothing  at  all  about  it.  The  Nelson 
Creek  Race  was  let. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said.  Yes,  for  a  peppercorn. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  were  not  abandoned. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  they  were  next  door  to  it. 
One  race  was  let  at  a  peppercorn. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Nelson  Creek  Race 
was  let  at  £76  Ids.  4d.  a  year.  It  cost  the 
colony  £50,000. 
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Mr.  McLEAN  said.  Exactly.  The  honouiable 
member  must  know  that  in  mining  he  could 
not  have  everything  his  own  way,  and  that 
every  claim  did  not  pay  well.  The  other  reuses 
he  alluded  to,  and  which  he  said  ought  to  get 
a  reduction,  had  practically  not  been  working. 
If  there  was  plenty  of  water,  then  let  them  be 
reduced:  the  more  water  the  more  gold.  If 
there  was  a  limited  supply — say,  forty  head  only, 
and  that  could  only  oe  used  at  a  reduction — 
tiien  that  might  be  objected  to.  If  the  Moki- 
hinui,  Nelson  Greek,  and  Argyle  Baces  would 
pay  men  even  small  wages  it  would  be  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony  to  let  them  have  the  water 
for  nothing  rather  than  have  the  gold  lying  in 
the  ground.  The  miners  were  entitled  to  a 
great  deal  of  consideration.  There  they  were, 
in  the  back  country,  working  from  year  to  year 
— getting  old  and  decrepid — a  great  many 
getting  rheumatism,  and  so  on — and,  if  they 
only  earned  £2  a  week,  they  could  not  have 
much  left  after  paying  expenses.  Even  if  they 
earned  £3  10s.  a  week,  that  was  not  very  much, 
seeing  that  they  had  to  work  day  and  night — 
very  often  Sunday  and  Saturday;  and  these 
men  were  working  at  a  great  disadvantage. 
He  had  worked  all  night  himself  at  mining, 
and  knew  what  it  was,  and  he  never  begrudged 
a  miner  good  earnings  when  working  under 
such  circumstances.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and 
make  such  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  water 
as  tliey  could  afford.  With  regard  to  the  ex- 
tension of  Gallaghan's,  and  the  other  extensions, 
the  proposal  meant  this :  the  extension  of  the 
race  to  open  up  more  ground.  Therefore  the 
more  ground  that  was  opened  up  the  greater 
would  be  the  receipts  for  water.  They  ought  to 
be  very  glad  to  have  extensions  made.  It  would 
be  very  advisable  that  there  should  be  plenty 
of  extensions,  so  long  as  there  was  plenty  of 
ground  ahead  to  meet  the  extensions.  He 
hoped  the  report  would  be  sent  back  to  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  BBUGE  said  he  did  not  speak  with  as 
much  knowledge  of  this  subject  as  honourable 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him,  but  the  re- 
marks just  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  ^Mr.  McLean)  led  him  to 
the  conclusion  that  wnat  the  honourable  gentle- 
man argued  was  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
miners  being  engaged  in  such  an  occupation, 
they  ought  to  be  subsidised  at  the  expense  of 
the  State.  That  was  the  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  from  the  argument  advanced  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  He  thought  the  Pre- 
mier deserved  credit  for  the  stand  he  had 
taken  in  this  matter.  This  report  had  opened 
up  a  very  large  question,  that  question  be- 
ing as  to  whether  this  construction  of  water- 
races  had  been  a  profitable  expenditure  of 
public  money.  He  was  inclined  to  believe, 
from  what  he  had  heard  that  afternoon,  that  it 
had  been  an  unprofitable  expenditure.  They 
heard  of  some  water-races  costing  as  much  as 
£50,000  being  abandoned,  and  of  others  not 
paying  a  quarter,  and  others  a  sixteenth  per 
cent.  Where  there  was  a  race  which  would 
permit  of  a  fair  price  being  paid  for  the  water, 


that  price  should  be  laid  on.  It  was  a  question 
for  consideration  whether  payable  races  sboold 
be  made  to  pay  for  those  which  were  not  pay- 
able. He  thought  the  Premier  had  taken  up  a 
very  proper  stand  in  the  matter,  and  really 
there  was  no  analogy,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Grey  tried  to  make  out,  between 
these  races  and  railways.  Railways  were  for 
all  time,  but  these  races  were  on  ground  that 
was  being  rapidly  worked  out,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  such  a  charge  should  be  made  as 
would  extinguish  the  original  cost  in  the 
course  of  time.  He  just  wished  to  say,  in  con- 
clusion, that  he  would  vote  in  the  direction  of 
sending  the  report  back  to  the  Committee,  and 
for  this  reason :  that,  whilst  he  thought  it  was 
quite  true  the  Premier  had  taken  up  a  proper 
stand  in  reference  to  the  matter,  still,  seeing 
the  order  of  reference,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  under  these  circumstances  to  come- 
down  with  a  more  specific  report.  For  that 
reason  he  would  vote  for  sending  it  back. 

Amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  agreed 
to. 

On  the  question  being  put.  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so  inserted, 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  he  was  not 
going  to  open  up  the  debat^.  He  had  not  liked 
to  interrupt  the  Premier,  but  he  was  desirous 
of  correcting  one  point. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  not  do  that  at  that  stage. 

Words  proposed  to  be  inserted  agreed  to, 
and  report  referred  back  to  the  Committee. 

CROFTER  IMMIGRANTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  KELLY,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
copies  of  the  correspondence  that  passed  be- 
tween Mr.  George  Yesey  Stewart  and  the  late 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  during  the  months  of 
December,  January,  and  February,  1887  and 
1888,  referring  to  the  introduction  of  crofter 
immigrants. 

BUSH-FIRING. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Government* 
Whether  they  will,  this  session,  introduce  a 
Bill  dealing  with  bush-firing?  This  matter 
was  one  which,  he  thought,  should  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Government  with  the  view  of 
framing  some  regulations  regarding  bush-fires. 
A  great  responsibility  was  incurred  through 
fires  spreading  to  adjoining  properties,  and 
something  ought  to  be  done  in  the  way  of 
regulation.  As  bush-settlements  were  extend- 
ing over  both  Islands,  the  matter  became  more 
urgent  every  day. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  some  inquiries  had 
been  made  by  the  department  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  advisable  to  make  such  regulations ; 
and  it  had  been  found,  in  the  first  place,  that 
legislation  was  required  in  order  to  enable  the 
regulations  to  be  made.  He  was  afraid,  from 
inquiries  that  had  been  made  and  the  informa- 
tion that  had  been  obtained,  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  this  session  to  pass  any  legislation 
that  would  be  satisfactory.  StiXU  the  depart- 
ment would  continue  to  make  inquiries,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1898.] 


Kelso  Bridge, 


[HOD  SB .]  Mosgiel  Courthouse. 


629 


might  be  able  to  hit  upon  something  that  would 
snit  the  purpose,  and  perhaps  next  session  they 
might  bring  the  matter  before  the  House.  At 
present  the  Government  could  not  see  their 
way  to  doing  anything  in  that  direction. 

KELSO  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked,  Will  the  Go- 
vemment  place  a  «um  of  money  on  the  esti- 
mates to  assist  in  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over 
the  Waipahi  Biver  and  Pomahaka  Biver  at 
Kdso  ?  This  was  a  matter  he  would  like  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  if  possible,  to  take  into  his 
favourable  consideration.  These  were  two 
rather  dangerous  rivers,  and  one,  the  Waipahi, 
ran  across  the  line  of  the  main  highway.  The 
people  of  the  district  were  willing  to  help  con- 
siderably towards  the  construction  of  a  oridge 
over  it,  but  they  were  unable  to  furnish  suffi- 
cient funds  for  the  whole  work.  The  county 
had  borrowed  up  to  its  utmost  limit,  and  was 
unable  to  secure  any  money  for  the  purpose. 
With  regard  to  the  bridge  at  Kelso,  that  ought 
to  be  constructed  at  a  very  early  date.  Very 
frequently,  indeed,  it  was  impossible  for  the 
settlers  to  cross  the  river  with  their  drays, 
or  even  to  ford  it  with  their  horses.  Both  the 
Kelso  and  the  Waipahi  people  had  special 
claims  for  consideration,  as  the  Government 
had  received  a  fair  return  from  the  sales  of 
land  in  those  localities.  Therefore  he  hoped 
the  Minister  would  be  able  to  do  something 
towards  the  work. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  the  question  of 
bridging  these  two  rivers  was  simply  a  local 
matter,  which  should  be  attended  to  by  the 
people  of  the  district.  If  it  were  admitted  that 
the  Government  of  the  colony  could  be  called 
on  to  put  up  bridges  in  such  places  as  these, 
where  local  government  was  established  — 
wealthy  districts,  too-— and  where  there  were  no 
Grown  lands  to  be  opened  up  by  the  making  of 
bridges,  they  would  require  a  million  of  money 
in  order  to  deal  with  similar  applications  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  He  was  afraid  that 
he  could  not  ofier  the  honourable  member  any 
Assistance. 

SCHOOL  LIBRARIES. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  he  will  make  a  concession  to  school  libraries 
by  allowing  parcels  of  books  for  them  to  be 
carried  free  by  post  ? 

Mr.  WARD  was  sorry  he  could  not  see  his 
way  to  do  this.  If  it  were  done  in  this  case  it 
would  require  to  be  done  in  many  other  cases 
as  well,  and  as  the  carriage  of  parcels  by  the 
department  was  now  very  cheap  he  could  not 
6ee  his  way  to  do  what  was  asked. 

—  DOYLE. 
Mr.  HALL-JONES  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  If  his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
case  recently  heard  before  two  Justices  of  the 
Peace  at  Timaru,  when  a  man  named  Doyle 
was  sentenced  to  nine  months*  imprisonment 
for  using  obscene  language ;  and  will  he  obtain 
from  the  presiding  Justices  the  reason  why  so 
lieavy  a  sentence  was  imposed  ? 


Mr.  CARROLL  said  the  attention  of  the 
Government  had  not  till  now  been  called  to 
the  matter,  but  the  convicting  Justices  had 
been  called  upon  for  a  report. 

MOSGIEL  COURTHOUSE. 

Mr.  CARNCROSS  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  If  he  will  inquire  into  the  necessity 
that  exists  for  providing  proper  Courthouse 
accommodation  for  Mosgiel,  with  the  view  of 
having  a  suitable  building  erected?  The  fact 
was  that  there  was  scarcely  any  accommoda- 
tion whatever.  When  Justices  were  sitting  on 
a  case  they  were  so  close  to  the  strangers  who 
came  in  tnat  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  hold 
a  consultation  on  the  case  they  were  trying 
without  the  spectators  hearing  it.  He  might 
suggest  that  when  the  Government  made  in- 
quiry into  the  matter  they  might  see  whether 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  have  the  post-office 
and  Court  accommodation  all  in  one  building. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  the  Court  was  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  and  no  representations 
had  been  received  with  regard  to  further  accom- 
modation being  required.  Last  year  sixteen 
civil  and  fifty-three  criminal  cases  were  heard 
there.  The  Resident  Magistrate  had  been 
asked  to  report,  and  the  matter  would  be  con- 
sidered, and  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  taken  into  consideration. 

GOVERNMENT  EMPLOYES'  WAGES. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
he  will  bring  about  a  reform  during  the  present 
session  that  has  been  asked  for  by  thousands 
in  the  employment  of  the  Government  — 
namely,  that  their  wages  or  salaries  shall  be 
paid  to  them  fortnightly  instead  of  monthly  ? 
His  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the  matter  by 
— he  did  not  think  he  would  be  exaggeratins 
in  saying— some  hundreds  of  women  who  had 
control  of  the  commissariat  department  of  their 
families.  It  had  been  intimated  to  him  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  payments  being  monthly, 
seeing  that  they  had  no  margin  to  come  and 
go  upon,  they  had  to  go  into  debt  for  five  or  six 
weeks.  They  all  knew  that  when  people  got 
into  debt  they  were  under  the  control  of  those 
to  whom  they  were  indebted,  and  were  unable 
to  lay  out  their  money  to  the  best  advantage  by 
going  to  the  cheapest  market.  He  trusted  the 
Minister,  who  was  a  sincere  reformer,  would  do 
something  in  this  direction  if  he  could. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  wages  for 
roadmen  had  been  paid  monthly,  and  none 
of  them  had  made  any  request  to  be  paid 
oftener.  He  supposed  that  the  men  on  public 
works  were  paid  in  the  same  way.  He  might 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  it  would 
add  considerably  to  the  cost,  of  the  works  to 
have  them  paid  oftener.  In  most  instances 
the  money  had  to  be  paid  in  outlying  districts, 
far  away  from  banks,  and  the  money  had  to  be 
looked  after  and  safely  carried,  and  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  a  stafi  of  men  always  on  the 
road  to  carry  it  if  the  payments  were  made 
oftener. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  thought  the  Minister  had  mis- 
understood the  question.    He  (Mr.  Taylor)  had 
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said  nothing  about  roadworks.  There  were 
hundreds  of  men  in  the  workshops  in  the  towns, 
who  ought  to  be  paid  fortnightly,  notwithstand- 
ing there  might  be  some  inconvenienoe  in  it. 
The  answer  was  not  in  accordance  with  the 
question,  and  he  hoped  on  a  future  occasion 
tne  Minister  would  give  a  comprehensive  r^ly 
to  a  comprehensive  question. 

REEFTON  MINING  COMPANIES. 
Sir  B.  STOUT  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines,— 
(1)  If  he  will  state  to  the  House  the  evidence 
that  led  him  to  sanction  the  publication  in  the 
Mines  Beport,  page  80,  of  the  followiug  state- 
ments regarding  the  Beefton  district :  viz., 
**  The  ground  was  first  principally  taken  up  by 
people  residing  in  the  place,  who  then  formed 
a  company,  and  received  a  certain  number  of 
promoters'  shares,  fully  paid  up,  the  outside 
shareholders  having  to  pay  the  whole  of  the 
calls;  while  the  dividends  were  distributed 
apiongst  the  contributory  shareholders  and 
promoters  " ;  and  (2)  what  steps  he  intends  to 
take  so  that  the  erroneous  statement  mav  be 
withdrawn  ?  He  put  the  question  because  there 
had  been  a  great  deal  of  excitement  about  the 
statement.  He  had  personal  knowledge  that  it 
was  not  the  case,  because  he  knew  the  people 
in  Beefton  had  paid  calls. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  reading  the  para- 
graph himself,  he  considered  that  a  construc- 
tion had  been  placed  upon  it  which  was 
certainly  never  intended  by  the  Inspector  of 
Mines.  That  gentleman  had  been  engaged  at 
Brunnerton,  and  on  his  return  he  asked  him  to 
look  into  the  matter,  and  send  a  reply.  As 
the  matter  was  somewhat  important  he  would 
read  the  reply ;  it  was  as  follows : — 
'  *  With  reference  to  the  paragraph  on  page 
80  of  the  Mines  Beport,  I  desire  to  show  that 
mj7  remarks  were  never  intended  to  throw  any 
slight  upon  the  people  residing  in  the  district 
of  Beefton ;  but,  on  the]contrary,  I  endeavoured 
tb  show  that,  although  many  persons,  especially 
those  residing  in  different  parts  of  the  colony, 
had  lost  money  in  mining  ventures  in  that  dis- 
trict, it  was  not  due  to  the  actual  nioneys  paid 
into  companies  for  calls,  but  it  was  due  more 
to  trafficking  in  shares.  The  total  amount  of 
calls  paid,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  since  the 
field  was  j&rst  opened  is  £291,028  lis.  4d.,  while 
the  amount  of  dividends  paid  is  £510,596  16s., 
showing  a  surplus  of  dividends  paid  over  calls 
amounting  to  £219,568  Is.  8d. 

"The  official  returns  furnished  by  the 
managers  of  the  different  compsuiies  in  the 
Beefton  district  for  publication  in  the  Qaxette 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  show 
that  the  value  of  scrip  given  to  shareholders 
for  which  no  money  was  paid  amounted  to 
£149,631  5r.,  while  the  actual  money  paid  in 
calls  amounted  to  £172,415  18s.  lid.  Accord- 
ingly, when  I  remarked  that  outside  share- 
holders paid  the  calls,  I  meant  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  the  further  development  of  the 
district  depended  upon  capital  to  be  provided 
by  persons  other  than  the  promoters  of  the 
companies,  or  persons  who  held  paid-up  shares. 
It  will  be  thus  seen  from  the  official  state- 
Mr,  Taylor 


ments  of  the  managers,  as  required  by  *The 
Mining  Companies  Act,  1891,'  that  shares  to 
the  value  of  £149,681  5s.  were  given  to  share- 
holders on  which  no  money  was  paid,  and  that 
the  total  amount  of  money  actually  paid  up 
in  calls  was  £172,415  18s.  lid.,  making  a  total 
of  £322,047  38.  lid.  on  which  dividends  were 
paid. 

*<  I  did  not  infer  that  the  people  in  the  Beef- 
ton district  had  not  paid  calls.  I  am  wall 
aware  that  many  of  them  have  paid  calls  to 
large  amounts,  and  no  doubt  many  of  them 
have  lost  considerable  sums  of  money  in 
mining  companies.  But  what  I  maintam  is 
that  persons  who  receiyed  paid-up  shares  in 
companies  as  promoters  did  not  lose  anything 
on  those  shares,  although  they  may  have  taken 
up  a  certain  number  of  subscribers'  shares  and 
lost  on  them.  These  are  the  explanations  of 
the  paragraph  in  my  report  to  which  exception 
has  been  taken  by  the  Beefton  people." 

He  regretted  very  much  that  the  statement 
in  the  report  had  been  taken  in  the  spirit  it 
had  been.  He  felt  sure,  and  he  assured  the 
House,  that  the  intention  of  the  Inspector  of 
Mines  was  to-  help  mining  enterprise,  and  not 
to  cause  the  people  not  to  invest ;  and  he  hoped 
this  explanation  would  be  satisfactory. 

Mr.  McLEAN  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  He  was  much  interested  in  the 
district.  He  was  one  of  the  first  who  went 
into  the  district,  and  had  taken  part  in  the 
formation  of  many  of  these  companies,  and 
he  said  that  the  statement  of  the  Inspector 
regarding  the  paid-up  shares  being  given  to 
shareholders  in  that  district  was  absolutely 
incorrect. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  taken  from  the  gazetted 
sworn  statements  of  the  managers. 

Mr.  McLEAN  wished  to  explain  how  they 
were  given.  If  a  company  was  formed  vrith, 
say,  ten  thousand  shsbres,  very  frequently  it 
was  considered  that  half  the  capital  was  paid 
up,  but  every  one  got  an  equal  amount.  He 
had  more  shares,  he  believed,  in  that  district 
than  would  paper  that  chamber,  and  he  had 
never  received  a  paid-up  share  yet;  he  was 
paying,  he  dared  to  say,  at  present  £15  a 
month  for  calls  in  that  district.  A  number 
of  persons  had  written  to  him  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  It  cast  a  great  slur  on  the  district. 
Many  men  had  spent  twenty  years  of  their 
life  working  down  there,  and  were  as  poor  as, 
or  poorer  than,,  when  they  went  there.  He  did 
not  think  that  any  mines  in  the  colony  had 
been  worked  on  a  fairer  basis  than  at  Beefton, 
nor  did  he  know  a  single  company  which  had 
given  away  paid-up  shares  during  his  time.  He 
did  not  wish  to  take  up  more  time,  and  he 
would  not  have  moved  the  adjournment  had 
he  not  received  letters  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SEDDON  regretted  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  have  made  a  charge  against 
a  most  deserving  public  officer.  There  was  no 
more  independent  or  useful  servant  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Government  than  Mr.  Henry 
Gordon,  Chief  Inspector  of  Mines,  and  he 
simply  gave  what  was  given  by  the  managen 
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and  fswom  to  as  correct  before  Justices  of  the 
Peace.  Therefore  either  the  mine -managers 
were  miable  to  make  up  a  statement  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law,  or  else  they  had  one  and  all 
unwittingly  committed  a  breach  of  the  law  by 
making  a  statement  in  the  form  supplied  to 
the  department.  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  Mr.  Gordon 
said,  *'  The  official  returns."  If  a  mistake  had 
been  made,  the  blame  should  fall  on  the  right 
shoulders,  and  not  on  those  of  Mr.  Gordon, 
because  he  knew  that  in  the  Mining  Report 
that  gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  do  justice 
to  the  goldfields  of  the  colony,  and  nothing  was 
further  from  his  mind  than  to  injure  the  good 
people  of  Beefton. 

Mr.  O'GONOB  would  like  to  remark  that 
he  had  taken  some  interest  in  this  question. 
When  he  had  seen  it  on  the  Order  Paper  he 
had  gone  into  the  subject,  and  had  found  that 
the  statement  as  explained  by  the  Premier  was 
absolutely  correct.  He  had  taken  the  trouble 
of  totalling  up  the  amounts,  and  found  that 
it  was  absolutely  correct.  The  only  thing  that 
he  found  wrong  in  the  report  was  that  the 
language  used  was  somewhat  vague,  and  that 
had  given  ground  for  the  misunderstanding. 
The  words  "outside  shareholder"  should  not 
have  been  used  in  that  sense  without  some  little 
explanation,  but  what  Mr.  Gordon  had  meant 
to  convey  in  his  report  was  perfectly  fair  if  ex- 
amined in  connection  with  the  context.  There 
were  shareholders  outside  the  promoters,  and 
there  were  promoters  who  did  not  subscribe,  or 
who  held  paid  -  up  or  partly  -  paid  -  up  shares. 
It  was  perfectly  evident  that  it  was  the  value 
of  the  shares  as  they  were  paid  for  by  outside 
speculators  that  was  taken  into  consideration  by 
people  when  they  considered  what  money  they 
nad  lost  by  speculation — they  never  troubled 
themselves  about  the  cost  value  of  the  shares ; 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  McLean)  knew  perfectly  well  that 
when  promoters  formed  a  company  they  gene- 
rally managed  to  pay  themselves  for  its  forma- 
tion by  getting  a  large  amount  of  paid-up  shares 
for  their  own  interest.  This  increased  the 
speculative  price  paid  by  shareholders  for  the 
actual  outlay  in  works  only ;  and  Mr.  Gordon 
was  perfectly  right  in  saying  that  the  mines 
showed  a  profit  of  nearly  cent,  per  cent.  He 
considered  that  some  correction  in  the  wording 
of  the  paragraph  would  make  it  more  clear,  but 
everything  said  in  it  was  perfectly  true,  and 
conld  be  substantiated  by  records  with  which 
Mr.  Gordon  had  nothing  to  do  beyond  tran- 
scribing them. 

Mr.  ALLEN  would  like  to  ask  the  Minister 
of  Mines  whether  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
Mines  Statement,  page  18,  with  regard  tokauri- 
pum,  was  correct.  The  paragraph  was,  "  This 
mdustry  is  assuming  larger  proportions  every 
year ;  and  last  year  the  export  was  8,705  tons, 
valued  at  £517,678,  which  is  equal  to  £52  98.  4d. 
per  ton."  Was  that  correct?  Then  it  went 
on  to  say,  "  whereas  the  quantity  exported  for 
the  previous  year  was  8,388  tons,  valued  at 
£437,056,  being  equal  to  £52  4s.  per  ton."  Was 
that  correct  ? 


An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  He  is  not  here  to 
answer.    Put  your  question  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  ALLEIi  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  find  out,  and  answer  in  a  day  or  two. 
Further  on  it  said,  **  It  will  therefore  be  seen 
that  the  quantity  last  year  has  increased  by 
317  tons,  while  the  value  increased  by  £80,623." 
Was  that  correct  ? 

Mr.  McLean  wished  to  say  one  word  in 
reply.  He  desired  to  cast  no  refieotions  on 
Mming  Inspector  Gk)rdon.  He  had  long  known 
Mr.  Gk>rdon,  and  had  made  no  refiection  what- 
ever upon  him.  He  wished  to  repeat  his  state- 
ment that  the  figures — ^£149,631  paid-up  serin — 
were  misleading.  Wholly-paid-  up  and  partisJly- 
paid-up  shares  were  difierent  things,  and  all 
parties  who  came  into  a  claim  were  equally 
benefited.  It  would  be  found  on  examination 
that  his  statement  was  correct. 

TAKAKA-OOLLINGWOOD  ROAD. 

Mr.  O'GONOB  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  will  provide  this  year  for  lay- 
ing off  and  constructing  the  inland  road  between 
T^caka  and  CoUingwood,  at  the  Parapara  Biver» 
to  give  access  to  Crown  lands  and  save  the 
danger  and  delavs  now  caused  to  travellers  by 
the  mud-fiat  and  Parapara  crossing  ?  He  might 
explain  that  this  had  been  promised  time  after 
time  to  the  locality  by  different  Governments, 
and  that  if  done  it  would  open  up  Crown  lands, 
and  avoid  danger  and  delays. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  replied  that  this  matter 
was  under  consideration. 

PHOTOGBAPHING  PBISONEBS. 

Mr.  PALMEB  asked  the  Defence  Minister, 
— (1.)  Is  he  aware  that  the  prison  authorities 
insist  on  photographing  persons  committed 
to  take  their  trial,  whether  they  be  guilty  or 
innocent,  and  placing  such  photographs  among 
the  collection  of  criminal  classes  ?  (2.)  Also,  if 
such  persons  do  not  consent  to  this  course,  is 
he  aware  they  are  assaulted,  to  endeavour  to 
get  them  to  do  so?  (3.)  Failing  to  get  the 
photograph  either  by  persuasion  or  assault,  is 
the  Minister  aware  that  a  person  who  may  be 
innocent  of  any  crime,  except  refusing  to  have 
his  photograph  placed  among  those  of  crimi- 
nals, is  thereupon  sentenced  to  solitary  con- 
finement on  bread  and  water?  (4.)  Does  the 
Minister  consider  regulations  allowing  this  to 
be  either  in  conformity  with  law,  justice,  or 
the  Prisons  Act?  He  asked  these  questions 
because  such  a  case  had  occurred  in  Auckland. 
A  man  was  presumed  to  be  innocent  until  he 
was  found  guilty,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that 
any  man  committed  for  trial  would  be  justified 
in  resisting  having  his  photograph  taken,  to  be 
classed  among  criminals.  The  case  as  sub- 
mitted to  him  was  as  follows : — 

*'  I  desire  to  draw  your  attention  to  a  matter 
which  calls  for  the  immediate  consideration  of 
the  Government  and  the  Parliament  of  this 
colony,  feeling  assured  that  you  will  take  such 
measures  as  will  set  at  rest  all  doubts  on  the 
subject,  and,  if  necessary,  demand  a  remedy 
for  what  I  consider  a  grievous  wrong. 

*U.  *The  Prisons  Act,  1882/   repealed  all 
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other  Prisons  Acts  and  the  regulations  made 
thereunder.    (See  saving  clause  at  end  of  Act.) 

"  2.  The  interpretation  clause  defines  (if  not 
inconsistent  with  the  context),  inter  alia^  that 
a  criminal  prisoner  shall  mean  a  prisoner  con- 
victed of  or  charged  with  a  criminal  oSence. 

**  3.  Section  14  draws  a  distinction  between 
prisoners  awaiting  trial,  and  in  law  presumably 
innocent,  and  persons  already  convicted ;  and 
subsections  (1),  (2),  (3),  and  (4)  provide  the  sub- 
jects upon  wnich  special  legulfttions  may  be 
made  under  section  14. 

"  4.  Subsection  (4)  directs  that  such  regula- 
tions shall  not  be  oppressive  to  those  awaiting 
trial,  &o. 

**  5.  Begulations  were  made  under  the  sta- 
tute and  gazetted  in  1883.  You  will  find  them 
at  page  1682. 

"  6.  Clause  6  of  regulations  provides  that  a 
uniform  system  of  discipline  shall  prevail. 

"  7.  Clause  17  of  regulations  confers  power 
on  the  Qaoler  to  have  prisoners  photographed, 
but  does  not  authorise  force  to  be  used  for  that 
purpose. 

"  8.  Clause  31  contains  provisions  of  a  special 
nature,  and  was  evidently  framed  under  section 
14  of  the  statute  and  the  four  subsections 
above  mentioned,  giving  certain  privileges  to 
persons  awaiting  mal  (who  are  presumably 
mnocent). 

"9.  Clause  17  is  of  a  general  nature,  and 
evidently  was  not  made  under  the  powers  given 
in  section  14,  under  which  clause  31  was  evi- 
dently framed,  and  that  clause  contains  not 
one  word  about  photography. 

**  10.  On  the  19th  July  a  man  named  William 
Younger  was  committed  for  trial  in  Auckland 
on  a  charge  of  robbery.  Bail  was  allowed,  but, 
being  a  stranger  here,  bondsmen  could  not  be 
obtained,  and  he  was  lodged  in  Mount  Eden 
Gaol  to  await  trial  on  the  28th  instant  (Mon- 
day next). 

"11.  The  Gaoler  soon  after,  in  accordance 
with  clause  17  of  the  regulations  (as  he  fully 
believed),  informed  the  prisoner  that  he  desired 
to  take  his  (prisoner's)  photo.  Prisoner  refused 
to  have  it  taken,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not 
a  convicted  prisoner.  He  was  charged  before 
a  Visiting  Justice  with  disobedience  of  lawful 
orders,  and  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement 
(twenty-four  hours)  on  bread  and  water. 

"  12.  When  that  term  of  durance  vile  ex- 
pired, he  was  again  ordered  to  submit  to  have 
his  photo,  taken.  He  again  refused,  whereupon 
force  was  employed,  which,  after  a  struggle,  he 
successfully  resisted.  He  was  again  charged 
with  disobedience  of  lawful  orders,  and  sen- 
tenced to  three  days*  *  solitary '  on  bread  and 
water. 

"  18.  When  that  term  expired  he  was  again 
ordered  to  submit  to  be  photographed;  he 
again  refused,  and  on  the  22nd  instant  he  was 
brought  before  the  Resident  Magistrate,  charged 
with  the  offence,  which,  being  the  third,  was 
aggravated,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  five  days* 
'  solitary  *  on  bread  and  water,  the  grounds  of  the 
conviction  stated  by  the  Besident  Magistrate 
(Mr.  B.  S.  Bush)  being  that  clause  6  of  the 
regulations  provided  that  *  one  uniform  system 
Mr.  Palmer 


of  discipline  shall  prevail,'  and  that  it  Msplied 
to  all  prisoners  of  whatsoever  kind,  whether 
convicted  or  merely  in  custody  awaiting  trial. 

"14.  I  argued  that,  if  that  were  law,  sec- 
tion 14  of  the  Act  and  clause  81  of  the  regula- 
tions were  an  absurdity,  inasmuch  as  the  con- 
victed prisoners  would  then  be  entitled  to  the 
luxuries  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  those  await- 
ing trial,  and  the  latter  would  be  subjected  to 
the  severities  to  be  endured  by  the  former. 

"15.  I  have  been  acting  throughout  as  legal 
adviser  of  the  prisoner,  preparing  his  defence. 

"  16.  On  the  day  after  the  last  sentence  was 
inflicted  I  went  to  the  gaol,  and  asked  to  see 
the  prisoner.  I  was  permitted ;  but  under  the 
ref^mations  a  solicitor  is  not  entitled  to  see  a 
pnsoner  under  sentence  except  in  the  presence 
of  a  gaol  official,  and  then  only  under  a  Jus- 
tice's order,  which  I  did  not  possess,  showing 
that  the  Gaoler  had  power  to  refuse  private 
consultation,  in  direct  violation  of  the  regula- 
tions, clause  31,  apparently  made  imder  sec- 
tion 14.    * 

"17.  On  reference  to  the  subsections  (1), 
(2),  (3),  and  (4)  of  section  14,  regulations  as  to 
privacy  for  consultation  with  his  solicitor  are 
contemplated,  but  I  cannot  say  from  memory 
if  that  18  provided  for  in  clause  31  of  the  regu- 
lations.   I  think  so. 

"  18.  I  consider  that  the  man  has  been 
grossly  oppressed.  I  should  consider  it  gross 
oppression  if  any  man  compelled  me  to  be 
photographed  at  his  sweet  will ;  if  he  used 
force  it  would  be  an  assault,  and  actionable. 
Thrice  has  he  been  sentenced  to  *  solitary '  and 
bread  and  water,  his  last  sentence  ending  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th — the  opening  of  the 
session. 

"  19.  The  law  says  that  the  presumption  of 
innocence  must  prevail  unless  rebutted.  This 
man,  therefore,  until  conviction,  must  be  re- 
garded as  innocent ;  therefore  why  treat  him 
as  if  he  were  already  convicted? — Yours  sin- 
cerely, "J.  O'Meagheb. 

"  NoTX. — Clause  17  provides  that  a  prisoner 
may  be  photographed  on  his  reception  in  the 
prison.  Now,  let  us  suppose  that  at  the  time 
of  his  reception  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  the 
necessary  bondsmen,  were  at  the  prison  with 
the  bonds  ready  for  signature  by  the  necessary 
parties — bail  having  been  allowed  by  the  com- 
mitting Besident  Magistrate :  would  the  gaolor 
have  the  power,  under  clause  17,  to  postpone 
the  execution  of  the  bond  one  single  instant 
in  order  that  he  might  nhoto  the  prisoner? 
Would  it  not  be  his  duty,  tne  moment  the  bond 
was  completed,  to  set  the  prisoner  at  large, 
and  restore  to  him  any  property  previously 
taken  from^him,  and  to  do  so  instanter  ?  " 

This  contention  seemed  to  be  right.  Clause  6 
was  absolutely  contrary  to  the  Prisons  Act, 
which  said  that  there  was  to  be  a  differenoe 
made,  and  that  prisoners  awaiting  trial  were 
only  to  be  kept  in  safe  custody.  He  would  call 
attention  to  this  fact :  that  if  this  man  had  got 
bail  when  he  was  committed  for  trial 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  he  could  not  allow  argu- 
ment in  asking  a  question. 
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Mr.  PALMER  said,  well,  he  would  ask,  if  the 
man  had  been  rich  and  could  have  got  bail, 
would  this  indignity  have  been  put  upon  him? 
and  why,  because  he  was  a  poor  man,  should 
he  be  liable  to  be  classed  among  criminals? 
The  decision  of  the  Magistrate,  that  no  difEer- 
ence  was  to  be  made  between  committed  pri- 
soners and  prisoners  awaiting  trial,  was  not  in 
conformity  with  justice,  nor  in  accordance  with 
the  Prisons  Act. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  speech  delivered  by 
the  questioner  was,  he  thought,  of  a  highly 
debatable  character.  That,  of  course,  was  his 
opinion  merely.  The  indignity  complained  of 
with  regard  to  prisoners  appeared  to  be,  not 
that  they  were  photographed,  but  that  their 
photographs  were  put  amongst  those  of  a  col- 
lection of  criminals.  If  that  were  so,  no  doubt 
it  would  be  an  indignity ;  but  he  was  informed 
that  that  was  not  the  case,  nor  was  it  an  in- 
variable rule  by  any  means  that  people  detained 
for  trial  were  photographed  —  some  were  and 
some  were  not.  The  nonourable  gentleman 
had  said  that  in  this  particular  case  the  man 
was  assaulted  when  he  would  not  allow  his 
photogr^h  to  be  taken,  and  was  severely 
punishea  after  three  refusals.  This  was  the 
first  he  had  heard  of  the  case,  and,  of  course, 
he  should  make  inquiry.  He  was  informed 
that  if  a  man  refused  to  have  his  photograph 
taken  he  was  not  assaulted,  but  was  simply 
dealt  with  under  the  Prison  Regulations.  As 
regarded  the  allegations  concerning  the  treat- 
ment of  this  particular  prisoner,  he  would 
make  inquiry. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister,  when  he 
took  this  matter  into  consideration,  to  see 
whether  he  should  not  include  among  those 
to  be  so  photographed  persons  who  could  find 
substantial  bail — such  persons  as  ^ey  had 
down  their  way.  He  would  ask  that  there 
should  be  fair-play  all  round,  and  that  the  rule 
should  apply  to  such  people  as  he  had  referred 
to  as  well  as  to  poor  people  who  could  not  find 
bail. 

Mr.  PALMER  said  his  question  had  not 
been  fully  answered,  and  he  was  entitled  to 
press  it  further.  He  asked  the  Minister  if  he 
considered  that  photographing  in  gaol  persons 
who  had  simply  been  committed  for  trial  was 
in  conformity  with  the  Prisons  Act,  or  in  ac- 
cordance with  law  and  justice. 

Mr.  REEVES  replied  that  nothing  was 
better  established  than  this:  that  a  Minister 
was  not  expected  to  give  his  own  opinion  in 
answering  a  question. 

MANAWATU  RIVER  BRIDGE. 
Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  grant  a  subsidy  of  £1  for  £1 
to  assist  the  local  bodies  which  have  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  adjoining  districts  to  build  a 
bridge  over  the  Manawatu  River?  He  had 
heard  the  answer  given  regarding  the  erection 
of  bridges  over  the  Waipahi  River  and  the 
Pomahaka  River  at  Kelso,  but  he  did  not 
think  this  question  could  be  replied  to  in  the 
same  manner.  The  work  was  a  vezy  important 
one  indeed,  and  the  local  bodies  were  not  able 


to  undertake  its  construction  without  assist- 
ance. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  question  was  like 
many  others  which  honourable  members  would 
like  to  have  answered — it  could  only  be  an- 
swered when  honourable  members  had  the 
Public  Works  Statement  and  the  public-works 
estimates  before  them. 

Mr.  FISH.— When  will  that  be  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  hoped  it  would  be 
before  long— perhaps,  at  the  latest,  next  week. 

CHEVIOT  ROAD. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Has  Sir  James  Hector,  within  the  last  week, 
been  to  Cheviot,  examining  a  seam  of  coal  re- 
cently found  on  that  estate  ?  If  so,  when  will 
his  report  be  laid  before  this  House?  He 
noticed  in  one  of  the  newspapers  a  statement 
that  Sir  James  Hector  had  been  at  Cheviot, 
and  he  would  like  to  have  some  explanation  in 
regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  Sir  James  Hector 
had  been  sent  down  to  the  Cheviot  district 
owing  to  a  telegram  being  received  trom  one 
of  the  surveyors  there  stating  that  they  had  dis- 
covered some  coal .  His  report  had  not  yet  been 
received,  but  he  hoped  to  get  it  next  day  or  the 
day  following,  and  the  report  would  be  laid  on 
the  table  as  soon  as  he  received  it.  He  might 
state  that  the  supposed  seam  of  coal  recently 
discovered  was  merely,  as  far  as  he  could 
understand,  a  few  trees  which  had  accidentally 
got  into  an  old  drift,  and  in  cutting  through 
the  drift  the  coal  had  been  discovered.  The 
workmen,  however,  thought  it  might  lead  to 
a  large  discovery,  but  he  was  afraid  that  was 
not  the  case.  No  doubt,  however.  Sir  James 
Hector's  report  would  throw  more  light  on 
the  subject. 

RABBIT  NUISANCE. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  heavy 
expenses  to  which  settlers  prosecuted  by  Rab- 
bit Inspectors  are  put  to  for  Court  charges, 
even  in  oases  where  such  prosecutions  are 
virtually  unsuccessful,  he  will  cause  all  sum- 
monses in  future  to  be  served  by  Inspectors  or 
Rabbit  Agents  as  part  of  their  regular  duty  ? 
He  might  explain  that  settlers  were  invariably 
charged  mileage,  sometimes  amounting  to  £1 
lOs.,  £2,  or  £2  10s.,  and  that  in  oases  where 
the  fine  was  only  £1 :  that  was,  individuals 
were  punished  in  accordance  with  their  dis- 
tance from  the  Courthouse.  Then,  where  a 
batch  of  settlers  were  living  together  they  had 
to  pay  separate  mileage-charges  for  one  visit  of  a 
policeman.  He  could  not  see  why  the  Inspec- 
tors, whose  duty  it  was  to  travel  through  the 
districts,  should  not  serve  these  summonses. 
So  many  complaints  had  been  received  from 
all  directions  that  one  could  only  conclude 
that  the  rabbit  law  and  the  department  were 
becoming  a  pest  to  the  settlers  only  second  to 
the  rabbits  themselves. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  no  doubt  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  perfectly  right  in 
saying  that  the  law  was  becoming  a  pest  to 
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the  settlers — to  those  Degligent  settlers  who  did 
not  keep  the  rabbits  down  on  their  places.  He 
might  tell  honourable  gentlemen  that  he  had 
given  this  matter  a  considerable  amount  of  at- 
tention during  the  recess.  Complaints  had  been 
made  to  him  with  regard  to  the  expenses  oast 
upon  settlers  who  were  summoned  to  Court. 
In  the  first  place,  he  did  away  with  counsel  on 
behalf  of  the  Qovemment,  so  that  the  defend- 
ants would  not  have  to  pay  that  expense ;  and 
what  did  he  find  ?  No  sooner  did  the  Govern- 
ment do  away  with  employing  counsel  to  defend 
the  department  than  the  settlers  commenced 
to  employ  counsel  against  them.  He  could 
give  instances  of  that. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — It  is  very 
natural  and  proper. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said,  in  the  first  place, 
when  they  found  the  Government  employed 
counsel,  they  did  not:  they  came  to  Court 
and  said  there  was  no  use  in  fighting  the  de- 
partment. In  order  to  give  them  fair-play 
he  did  away  with  the  employment  of  counsel 
so  far  as  the  Government  was  concerned,  but 
as  soon  as  he  did  that  they  employed  counsel 
against  the  Government. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Quite  right. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said,  very  well;  that 
showed  that  they  were  prepared  to  spend 
money  in  that  way  instead  of  doing  their  duty 
in  keeping  the  rabbits  down.  With  regard  to 
getting  the  Inspectors  to  serve  the  summonses, 
it  was  a  question  of  increasing  the  number  of 
Inspectors.  In  some  districts  the  Inspector 
would  have  to  go  four  or  five  times  before  he 
could  serve  the  summonses,  for  the  Inspector 
was  well  known,  and  some  of  the  settlers 
dodged  him,  and  kept  out  of  his  way,  and  did 
all  sorts  of  things.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's suggestion  were  adopted  it  would  mean 
an  increase  in  the  staff  of  Inspectors.  He 
did  not  think  there  was  any  great  hardship, 
because  the  department  never  took  a  person 
into  Court  unless  he  was  negligent  and  would 
not  do  his  duty.  Honourable  gentlemen  knew 
that  it  wsks  a  very  disagreeable  business  put- 
ting the  Act  into  force.  He  could  assure 
honourable  members  that  the  Inspectors  had 
plenty  to  do  without  putting  these  burdens 
on  them.  He  did  not,  moreover,  think  it  was 
a  very  desirable  thing  that  they  should  be 
called  uj^on  to  do  the  duty  alluded  to.  After 
having  given  the  subject  his  consideration,  he 
could  not  see  his  way  to  adopt  the  sugges- 
tion. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE  RATES  OP 
INTEREST. 
Mr.    G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  If  he  will  consider  the  propriety  of 
revising  the  rates  of  interest  charged  by  the 
Government   Insurance   Department   on   ad- 
vances on  policies,  where  it  can  be  arranged 
that  the  advances  are  for  fixed  periods  ?    He 
had  already  that  session  had  occasion  to  bring 
before  the  Minister  the  propriety  of  making 
some    other   arrangement   than    the   present 
one,  which  bore  very  hardly  upon  borrowers. 
He  was  aware  that  other  insurance  offices 
Mr.  J.  McKcnzU 


charged  similar  rates  to  those  of  the  Govern- 
ment depajrtment,  but  he  might  point  out  to  the 
Minister  the  advantage  of  initiating  a  reform 
which  would  be  so  beneficial  to  a  great  number 
of  persons,  and  would  also  give  kudos  to  the 
department. 

Mr.  WARD  would  point  out  to  his  honour- 
able friend  that  the  first  difficulty  which  pre- 
sented itself  in  the  proposal  which  he  wished  to 
bring  about  was  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
advance  loans  for  fixed  periods  against  policies, 
as  the  latter  were  determined  upon  the  death 
of  the  policyholders,  and,  that  being  the  case, 
a  fixed  period  of  mortgage  was  out  of  the 
question.  He  wished  to  say  again,  so  far  as 
the  Government  Insurance  Department  was 
concerned,  it  had  to  conduct  its  operations  in 
precisely  the  same  way  as  other  life  insurance 
offices  did.  If  any  pressure  were  brought  to 
bear  to  induce  the  management  to  reduce  the 
rates  of  interest,  or  to  give  concessions  to  the 
policyholders,  or  to  investors,  or  to  other  people 
who  wished  to  obtain  money,  it  would  place 
the  office  at  a  very  great  disadvantage  in 
comparison  with  other  insurance  offices  which 
it  was  competing  against ;  and  the  result  would 
be  that  the  office  would  not  be  able  to  pay 
bonuses  equal  to  those  given  by  other  offices, 
and  that  would  be  the  means  of  causing  a 
large  quantity  of  fresh  business  to  pass  to 
other  companies.  That  being  so,  it  was  not 
desirable  to  interfere  with  the  Government 
office  with  a  view  of  giving  any  preference  to 
persons  wishing  to  obtain  money  from  the  de- 
partment, or  that  policyholders  should  get 
advances  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  could 
be  got  from  other  offices.  Other  offices  trading 
in  New  Zealand  did  not  charge  a  lower  rate 
tiian  the  Government  department  for  advances 
upon  policies ;  and  some  of  them,  as  had  been 
pointed  out  on  a  former  occasion,  charged  1 
per  cent.  more.  He  thought  it  right  that  the 
department  should  be  conducted  on  broad  and 
safe  lines,  and  lines  in  the  interest  of  policy- 
holders, and  the  object  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  desired  to  attain  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  against  their  interests. 

FEDERATED  MAORI  ASSEMBLY. 

Mr.  KAPA  asked  the  Government,— (1.)  What 
steps  they  intend  to  take  with  reference  to  the 
petition  of  Major  Kemp  and  the  Federated 
Maori  Assembly  of  New  Zealand,  praying  the 
Governor  and  the  Government  to  grant  them 
the  powers  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Treaty 
of  waitangi  and  **  The  New  Zealand  Constitu- 
tion Act,  1852  "  ?  (2.)  Whether  the  Government 
will  take  any'  steps  m  the  matter  during  this 
present  session  to  give  effect  to  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners?  He  wished  to  make  some 
lengthy  remarks  in  asking  this  question,  but 
he  was  precluded  from  doing  so  by  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  having  been  moved.  He 
would  therefore  content  himself  with  waiting 
for  an  answer,  and  would  take  what  steps  he 
might  deem  necessary  akfterwards. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  the  Government  did  not 
take  any  steps  whatever  in  reference  to  the 
petition  of  Major  Kemp  and  the  Federated 
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Maori  Assembly  of  New  Zealand.  The  Govern- 
ment had  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  rights 
intended  to  be  conferred  on  the  Native  race  by 
the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  and  also  the  rights 
given  them  by  the  Constitution  Act,  were  not 
enjoyed  by  them  at  the  present  time.  The  Cro- 
vemment  had  no  intention  to  give  effect  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners ;  bat,  as  far  as  any 
practical  views  had  been  given  expression  to 
in  the  petition,  the  Crovemment  would  only  be 
too  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
of  taking  them  into  consideration. 

SALVATION  ABMY. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  he  had  received  a  copy 
of  a  resolution  passed  at  a  public  meeting  at 
Masterton  protesting  against  the  penalty  in- 
flicted on  a  member  of  the  Salvation  Army  at 
Milton  for  playing  the  comet.  The  Minister 
the  other  afternoon  had  stated  that  he  had 
given  instructions  that  a  report  should  be  ob- 
tained at  once  on  the  case,  and  he  would  like 
to  know  whether  anything  had  been  decided 
upon  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  was  not  able  to  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  any  further  informa- 
tion on  the  matter  except  that  when  he  last 
heard  the  man  had  not  gone  to  gaol. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  FISH  moved  the  adjdurnment  of  the 
House.  He  did  so  because  he  was  entirely 
dissatisfied  with  the  reply  of  the  Minister  of 
Justice  to  the  question  put  to  him  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitemata.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  answered  the  question  most 
unsatisfactorily,  to  his  (Mr.  Fish's)  mind,  and 
not  only  did  he  do  that,  but  he  refrained  from 
stating  whether  he  intended  to  make  inquiries 
into  the  matter. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  stated  most  distiuotly 
that  he  did  so  intend. 

Mr.  FISH  said  he  failed  to  gather  that  from 
the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks. 

Mr.  BEEVES  stated  he  had  said  so  twice. 

Mr.  FISH  said  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  give  any  indication  of  what  his  opinion 
was  about  the  matter.  If  it  was  the  practice 
under  any  regulations  to  take  the  photoffraph 
of  a  man  committed  for  trial  and  before  being 
found  guilty,  it  was  one  of  the  most  scandalous 
thinffs  ever  heard  of  in  a  British  conununity. 
He  cud  not  care  whether  the  thing  was  done  in 
accordance  with  law ;  whether  the  Magistrate 
iiad  gone  beyond  or  kept  within  the  bounds  of 
that  regulation;  whether  it  was  under  the 
Prisons  Act  or  not.  The  House  ought  to  get 
from  the  Minister  no  uncertain  sound  as  to 
whether  he  approved  of  such  things  or  not.  If 
they  allowed  such  things  to  go  on,  they  miffht 
as  well  be  living  in  Bussia,  or  in  any  other 
country  tyrannically  governed.  He  did  not  wish 
to  be  offensive — he  was  disposed  to  be  quite 
the  contrary — but  it  did  appear  to  him  that 
the  Minister  was  disposed  to  allow  his  under- 
strappers, or  inferiors,  or  the  heads  of  the  de- 
partments, to  rule  in  the  most  autocratic  and 
tyrannical  manner.  He  posed  there  every  day 
as  the  apostle  of  Liberty^as  the  champion  of 


reforms ;  and  yet,  to  judge  by  his  conduct  and 
his  remarks,  he  seemed  inclined  to  rule  most 
despotically,  and,  he  ^Mr.  Fish)  must  say, 
unjustly.  He  thought  it  was  also  time — this 
marked  the  difference  in  his  apparent  rule — 
something  was  told  the  House  in  reference  to  a 
statement  made  the  other  day  with  regard  to  a 
**  captain  "  or  "  lieutenant "  of  the  Salvation 
Army  at  Milton.  He  did  not  hear  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  said,  but  in  the  papers 
he  was  reported  to  have  said  that  he  was  going  to 
stop  the  course  of  justice,  and  not  allow  the  man 
to  be  imprisoned  until  further  commmunica- 
tion  was  made.  That  was  not  right,  in  the  first 
place,  and  if  the  statements  made  by  the  papers 
in  Otago  in  regard  to  this  Salvation  Army  cap- 
tain were  correct  the  man  deserved  all  he  got. 
In  this  case  he  openly  defied  the  law.  These 
people  made  it  a  practice  of  going  and  playing 
the  most  horrible  tunes  on  the  most  peculiar 
instruments  before  every  publichouse  in  the 
district,  and  in  some  cases  they  wrote  on  the 
pavement,  **This  is  the  road  to  hell.*'  This 
particular  offence  was  committed  next  door 
to  the  Athennum,  and  so  hideous  was  the 
noise  that  the  people  in  the  Athen»um  could 
not  read  quietly  the  books  they  were  perusing ; 
and  he  was  informed,  further,  that  these  peoj^e 
in  Milton  had  been  warned  repeatedly,  and 
had,  in  the  face  of  the  law,  determined  to  do 
this.  He  was  justified  in  saying  that,  because 
they  were  supposed  to  have  considerable  poli- 
tical infiuence,  they  found  the  honourable 
gentleman  pandering  to  them ;  and  that  day, 
in  the  case  of  a  man  only  conmiitted  for 
trial,  they  found  the  Minister  endeavouring 
to  smooth  over  or  take  no  notice  of  the  fact 
brought  under  his  attention  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitemata,  which,  if  true, 
was  really  disgraceful.  He  would  say,  too, 
that  it  appeared  to  him  the  whole  discipline 
of  the  Police  Force  of  the  colony  was  out  of 
joint.  There  was  a  question  he  had  put  on  the 
Order  Paper  himself,  referring  to  a  policeman 
at  Port  Chalmers  bringing  up  a  little  boy  five 
years  of  age,  and  charging  him  with  throwing 
stones  at  the  old  Town  Hall.  Such  a  thing 
was  a  travesty  of  justice.  If  the  policeman 
had  taken  the  little  urchin  home,  and  requested 
his  parents  to  give  him  a  flogging,  there  would 
have  been  no  necessity  to  bring  the  boy  before 
the  Court.  Things  like  these  ought  to  com- 
mand, and  demanded,  the  Minister's  attention. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  was  not  in  charge  of 
the  Police  Force. 

Mr.  FISH  said  it  was  all  the  worse  for  that. 
The  honourable  gentleman  appeared  not  to  be 
the  only  member  of  the  Government  who  al- 
lowed these  things  to  come  under  notice,  and 
to  go  on  unchecked.  The  members  of  the 
Government  were  giving  the  official  heads  of 
tiieir  departments  too  much  authority,  and 
used  no  proper  checks  over  their  doings.  This 
kind  of  thing,  if  it  kept  on,  would  arouse  in 
the  minds  of  law-abidmg  citizens  a  feeling  of 
intense  indignation,  and  justly  so  too.  What 
he  complained  of  chiefly  m  this  case  was  the 
manner  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
seemed  to  answer  questions— «s  if  he  sided  with 
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the  affair,  and  did  not  care  how  mnoh  these 
things  went  on.  The  Minister  mnst  not  do 
that  as  long  as  he  was  a  member  o£  the  House, 
because  the  Minister  would  not  only  have  to 
tell  the  House  whether  he  would  make  an 
inquiry,  but  he  would  also  have  to  give  the 
House  some  idea  as  to  whether  he  thought 
those  things  correct  or  not.  Unless  he  did  this 
he  would  be  annoyed  by  questions  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  wish  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House,  but  it  certainly  did 
strike  him  that  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
charge  of  this  department  seemed  to  take  it  as 
a  perfectly  fit  and  proper  thing  that  the  police 
should,  at  their  own  discretion,  no  matter 
how  trivial  the  charge  under  which  prisoners 
before  conviction  might  lie,  have  portraits 
taken  of  them,  which  ifor  all  time  would  adorn 
the  Police  Department  album. 
,  Mr.  BEEVES  stated  that  he  had  said  exactly 
the  reverse. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  sorry  if  he  had  mis- 
understood the  honourable  gentleman.  He  got 
up  in  no  hostile  spirit. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Then,  why  do  you  misrepre- 
sent me? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  did  not  consciously 
misrepresent  the  honourable  gentleman.  He 
understood  him  to  say  that  in  some  cases  the 
photographs  of  these  prisoners  were  taken,  in 
other  cases  not.  Did  he  misrepresent  the 
honourable  gentleman  by  saying  this  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  had  stated  that  in  no 
case  were  they  put  amongst  the  criminal  photo- 
graphs. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  accuse  the  honour- 
able gentleman  of  doing  that,  but  he  under- 
stood him  as  saying  that  in  some  cases  the 
photographs  of  prisoners  were  taken  before 
trial,  and  in  others  not.  He  (Mr.  Buchanan) 
said  without  any  hesitation  that  it  was  out- 
rageous to  take  the  portrait  of  any  person 
whatever  until  after  actual  trial  and  convic- 
tion, and  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  at  once 
put  a  stop  to  such  a  shameful  practice. 

Mr.  ALLEN  quite  a^eed  with  the  two  last 
^eakers  with  regard  to  this  question  of  photo- 
graphing persons  innocent  oz  crime.  It  was 
neither  just  nor  right  in  any  British  community 
that  such  a  thing  should  take  place.  What  he 
wanted  to  say  a  few  words  about  was  the  case 
of  "  Captain  **  Kerr,  of  the  Salvation  Army,  who 
was  arrested. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  there  was  a  notice  of 
motion — No.  6~on  the  Order  Paper  about  this, 
and  therefore  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
not  in  order  in  now  referring  to  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  his  attention  was  drawn 
to  the  fact  that  this  matter  was  on  the  Order 
Paper  by  notice  of  motion.  Therefore  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  not  be  able  to 
enter  into  that  case.  He  had  not  noticed  that 
it  was  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  was  not  referring  to  the 
Order  Paper  at  all.  Various  reports  were  going 
through  the  newspapers  regarding  this  par- 
ticular case.  They  were  having  put  through 
the  newspapers  only  one  side  of  the  question. 
Mr,  Fish 


They  ought  to  have  both  sides,  so  that  the 
public  generally  might  judge  as  to  the  justice 
or  otherwise  of  the  Magistrate's  decision.  He 
had  carefully  read  through  that  decision,  and  it 
appeared  to  him,  as  far  as  he  could  judge,  that 
the  Magistrate  had  decided  in  a  fair  and  just 
way.  But  they  had  not  sufficient  facts  before 
them  to  oome  to  a  proper  conclusion.  In  order 
to  come  to  a  proper  conclusion,  he  thought  all 
information  ought  to  be  given  to  the  House 
on  this  subject,  and  he  regretted  they  could 
not  get  that  information. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  honourable  member 
was  now  referring  to  the  notice  of  motion. 

Mr.  HOGG  was  very  glad  this  question  had 
cropped  up  that  afternoon,  because  he  had 
for  a  long  time  held  the  opinion  that  an 
extremely  gross  outrage  was  committed  on  un- 
convicted prisoners  who  were  photographed  in 
this  manner.  He  knew,  for  a  fact,  that  photo- 
graphs were  taken  of  persons  who,  when  they 
were  sent  to  trial,  were  not  convicted,  and  who 
were  presumably  innocent.  These  photographs 
remained  an  indelible  testimonial  against  their 
characters;  and,  if  the  Prisons  Department 
was  responsible  for  this,  he  certainly  must  say 
it  was  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  people 
who,  under  the  cloak  of  authority,  committed 
such  gross  outrages  against  the  public  should 
not  be  made  amenable  for  their  conduct.  It 
was  not  simply  the  inclusion  of  these  photo- 
graphs eunongst  a  number  of  others  that  con- 
stituted the  outrage,  but  it  was  the  mode  in 
which  the  photograph  was  taken.  The  pri- 
soners who  were  photographed  were  photo- 
graphed in  a  particular  manner.  They  were 
compelled  to  show  the  backs  of  their  hands 
across  their  breast,  and  the  moment  such  a 
photograph  as  that  was  exhibited  it  indicated 
to  any  one  who  knew  anything  at  all  about 
the  matter  that  this  person  was  presum- 
ably a  criminal  who  had  committed  some 
dastardly  offence>-that  he  was  a  felon,  and 
unfit  to  mingle  with  the  rest  of  the  people.  A 
more  deluding  punishment  than  this  photo- 
graphing could  not  possibly  be  inflicted  on  any 
fellow-colonist.  There  were  young  men  in 
this  colony  now  who  had  been  photographed, 
and  against  whom  there  was  not  even  the  pre- 
sumption of  crime ;  their  photographs  were  to 
be  seen,  he  believed,  in  almost  every  police- 
station  in  the  colony.  Not  only  that,  but 
photographs  had  been  taken  of  people  arrested 
for  the  most  trumpery  offences  imaginable.  It 
seemed  to  him  almost  incredible  that  attention 
had  not  been  directed  to  this  matter  before. 
It  should  not  be  tolerated  any  longer.  He  was 
not  in  a  position  now  to  mention  some  of  them, 
but  he  knew  that  very  trumpery  offences  had 
brought  people  into  this  position — that  they 
had  been  photographed.  Now,  a  viler  use  of  a 
modem  invention — namely,  the  camera — ^had 
never  been  made  than  this  system  of  attach- 
ing a  stigma  for  life  upon  persons  who  might 
be  innocent.  It  was  an  indelible  evidence 
against  a  man's  character,  and  it  was  revolting 
to  think  that  it  should  be  allowed,  and  espe- 
cially allowed  by  people  who  were  supposed  to 
be  responsible  for  their  actions.    He  hoped 
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the  honomable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
department  would  look  into  the  matter.  If 
the  ciroumstances  were  such  as  had  been 
stated,  the  matter  was  a  moat  serious  one, 
and  demanded  immediate  attention. 

Mr.  BUOKLAND  would  like  to  say  a  word  or 
two  on  the  other  side.  There  were  oases  in 
which  it  was  necessaiy  that  persons  arrested 
should  be  photographed.  Say  a  person  was 
arrested  who  was  a  complete  stranger :  it  might 
be  necessary  to  discover  whether  he  was  a 
notorious  criminal,  and  therefore  it  was  neces- 
sary that  some  record  should  be  obtained.  The 
mannerj  in  which  this  photographing  had  been 
carried  out  was  objected  to,  and  he  would 
remind  honourable  members  that  there  was 
nothing  easier  in  modem  science  than  to  teJce 
a  person's  photograph  unawares.  He  would 
venture  to  say  that  if  any  one  had  a  detective 
ceunera  he  could  by  means  of  it  take  every 
member  of  the  House  in  three  dsys,  and  not 
one  of  them  know  that  he  was  taken.  Where 
was  the  disgrace?  It  would  be  a  horrible 
thing  if  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton 
should  chance  to  be  photographed  when  he 
went  to  the  gaol  to  see  the  prisoners.  He  ven- 
tured to  say,  however,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  had  his  photograph  taken  be- 
fore that  day,  and  very  likely,  although  it  might 
be  agony  for  him  to  know  it,  his  photograph 
was  placed  alongside  that  of  some  young  Jack 
Sheppard  in  the  gaol.  While  on  this  question, 
he  must  admit  that  they  had— and  it  was  rather 
hard,  too — to  keep  down  crime  in  the  best  way 
they  could,  and  although  it  was  a  very  serious 
matter,  yet  he  knew  that  in  a  great  many  cases 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the  other  colonies, 
and  even  in  some  parts  of  this  colony,  to  know 
whether  a  particular  person  was  in  a  district. 
Supposing,  for  instance,  that  Butler,  who  was 
said  to  have  been  liberated  the  other  day,  was 
supposed  to  have  appeared  up  North,  and  it 
was  necessaiy  to  find  out  whether  it  was  really 
he.  By  taking  a  snap-shot  at  him  with  a  de- 
tective camera,  and  sending  it  to  Dimedin,  the 
authorities  in  the  North  could  let  them  know. 
There  was  no  indignity  in  having  photographs 
taken  if  they  were  merely  kept  out  of  sight  in 
the  office  of  the  Inspector  of  Police,  and  if 
they  were  kept  away  from  any  one  else;  and 
it  was  only  by  means  of  copies  being  made 
that  they  could  be  transferred  to  other  places. 
If  a  man  was  an  honest  man,  and  had  com- 
mitted no  crime,  he  ought  not  to  be  ashamed  of 
having  his  photograph  taken  and  exhibited 
anywhere.  He  (Mr.  Buckland)  would  not  be 
ashamed  of  having  his  photograph  taken.  At 
the  same  time,  he  objected  to  the  way  in  which 
it  was  done  in  the  cases  mentioned,  and  he 
doubted  the  necessity  of  this  being  done,  as 
now,  by  force ;  he  had  no  doubt  there  was  a 
very  good  reason  for  having  these  photographs 
taken.  Still,  they  were  clumsy  in  the  way 
they  did  it,  and  the  Government  should  see 
they  had  better  appliances. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  understood  the  griev- 
ance was  not  that  snap-shots  had  been  taken 
unawares  of  these  or  any  other  individuals — 
there  was  no  harm  in  that.    The  grievance  was 


that  persons  who  were  merely  being  detained  in 
safe  custody  were  subjected  to  the  same  treat- 
ment as  criminals,  in  being  forcibly  photo- 
graphed. Now,  as  he  understood  the  case,  it 
was  sought  to  be  justified  by  Regulation  No.  17, 
made  under  section  9  of  **The  Prisons  Act, 
1882" ;  but  if  the  Minister  only  looked  at  these 
regulations  he  would  see  that  they  did  not 
apply  to  persons  merely  detained  for  safe  cus- 
tody. The  preamble  to  these  regulations  re- 
cited the  various  subsections  of  section  9  of  the 
Act,  and  dealt  entirely  with  persons  who  were 
under  sentence.  As  to  the  part  of  the  Act 
dealing  with  persons  who  were  merely  com- 
mitted to  prison  while  awaiting  their  trial,  the 
first  mention  was  in  section  14,  which  provided 
that  special  regulations  should  be  made  for 
these.  But  no  special  regulations  whatever 
had  been  made  for  those  who  were  merely 
detained  pending  trial.  Consequently,  if  the 
police  officials  had  forcibly  photographed  any 
one  detained  pending  trial,  that  person  had 
had  an  illegal  assault  committed  upon  him  by 
officers  of  the  peace.  He  had  his  legal  remedy, 
and  would  probably  recover  sounding  damages. 
Mr.  ElAPA  was  not  satisfied  with  the  reply 
that  he  had  received  to  his  question  a  little 
while  ago.  The  Natives  who  brought  this 
matter  before  the  House  attached  a  great  deal 
of  importance  to  it,  and  it  was  their  sincere 
wish  that  they  should  get  a  definite  reply 
from  the  Government,  either  in  favour  of  it 
or  a  decided  negative.  They  had  got  neither. 
Now,  in  connection  with  this  matter  the  Na- 
tives prepared  three  large  petitions.  They 
went  to  a  great  deal  of  labour,  and  they  ex- 
pended a  gireat  deal  of  consideration  over  these 
matters.  They  sent  one  petition  to  His  Ex- 
cellency, another  to  that  House,  and  another  to 
the  Legislative  Council ;  and  they  had  received 
not  one  reply  to  the  three  petitions.  Last 
year  Sir  Gtoorge  Grey  introduced  a  Bill  to  the 
House  called  the  Native  Empowering  Bill. 
Shortly  before  the  close  of  the  session  a  depu- 
tation of  Native  chiefs  waited  on  the  Premier 
with  regard  to  the  matter,  and  it  was  suggested 
that  it  should  stand  over  till  this  session ; 
but  up  to  the  present  time  the  Government 
had  taken  no  steps  whatever  in  the  matter. 
Now,  the  Natives,  in  preferring  these  petitions 
that  he  referred  to,  considered  that  they  were 
following  out  the  lines  laid  down  in  that  Bill 
as  nearly  as  possible,  with  only  one  or  two 
slight  variations.  Another  reason  why  that 
Bill  was  not  dealt  with  last  session  was  on 
account  of  the  suggestion  or  promise  made  by 
the  Premier  that  the  Bill  should  be  trans- 
lated into  the  Maori  language  and  circulated 
throughout  the  Island.  He  had  waited  in  vain 
for  the  Government  to  carry  out  that  promise, 
but  it  was  never  fulfilled ;  and  the  Natives  them- 
selves did  it — or,  rather.  Major  Kemp  had  to 
print  it  and  circulate  it  at  his  own  expense. 
This  was  the  third  time  the  Natives  had  made 
an  att^npt  to  get  some«local  government.  The 
first  attempt  was  made  by  the  late  Sydney 
Taiwhanga.  He  introduced  a  Bill,  but  he  died 
before  anything  could  be  done  with  it ;  and 
when  he  (Mr.  Kapa)  succeeded  him  he  alsa 
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introduced  the  same  measnre.  That  oame  to 
an  untimely  end,  and  this  was  now  the  thizd 
attempt  made  by  the  Natives  in  that  direction, 
and  it  seemed  probable  that  it  would  meet  with 
the  same  fate.  What  the  Natives  wanted  was 
a  plain,  straightforward  answer.  They  wanted 
a  plain  reply  in  writing  from  the  Government 
—simply  a  replv  to  say  that  the  Government 
would  accept  the  prayer  of  their  petition  or 
that  they  were  not  prepared  to  accept  it.  That 
was  all  they  asked  for.  They  did  not  want  to 
be  put  off  with  an  indefinite  and  vain  answer. 
The  honourable  gentleman  in  chaige  of  Na- 
tive affairs,  in  reply  to  his  question  a  little 
while  ago,  said  if  the  Natives  made  any  prac- 
tical suggestion  the  Government  would  be  very 
glad  to  consider  it.  He  did  not  consider  that 
meant  anything  at  all.  It  was  not  a  reply; 
there  was  nothing  in  it.  The  Natives  were  per- 
fectly justified  in  making  this  request,  because 
the  request  was  founded  upon  the  treaty  made 
by  the  Queen,  or  u^n  a  law  granted  by  her 
Majesty.  The  Natives  were  waiting  wearily 
and  anxiously  to  get  a  reply. 

Mr.  J.  KELLY  said  that,  along  with  other 
members  of  the  House,  he  wished  to  enter  his 
protest  against  the  indignities  heaped  on  pri- 
soners pending  trial  in  the  Auckland  Gaol. 
He  thought,  if  such  things  were  done  in  ac- 
•cordance  with  any  laws  or  regulations,  the 
sooner  such  laws  or  regulations  were  repealed 
the  better  it  would  be  for  all  concerned.  He 
thought  such  a  thing  was  simply  monstrous. 
Until  a  person  was  found  guilty  he  had  no 
Tight  whatever  to  be  subjected  to  being  photo- 
graphed like  ordinary  prisoners.  He  could  not 
allow  this  opportunity  to  pass  without  entering 
his  emphatic  protest  against  such  force  being 
used  without  cause. 

Mr.  CARROLL  had  a  few  words  to  say  in  re- 
ply to  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District.  He  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman  complained  that  he  had  not  re- 
ceived a  plain  answer  to  a  question  he  had 
put  on  the  Order  Paper  in  reference  to  the 
petition  of  Major  Kemp.  He  did  not  know 
what  plainer  answer  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  expect  than  that  the  Government  did  not 
intend  to  take  any  steps  in  reference  to  the 
matter.  And,  furthermore,  if  there  were  any 
practical  su^estions  made  bv  the  Natives 
the  Government  would  take  them  into  con- 
sideration ;  and  the  Government  did  not  admit 
the  contention  of  those  Natives  that  there  were 
any  rights  intended  to  be  conferred  upon  the 
Native  race  by  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  of 
which  they  were  not  in  the  enjoyment  at  the 
present  time.  Now,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  said  that  the  Maoris  required  a  very 
•straightforward  answer.  But  they  themselves 
should  be  straightforward  in  this  respect: 
They  should  make  it  clear  to  the  House  and 
the  Government  what  they  really  wanted  under 
the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  What  was  it  that 
•the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  was  to  give  to  them 
which  they  had  not  now  ?  The  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tangi, so  far  as  it  went,  guaranteed  to  them 
their  lands.  The  Maoris  at  the  present  time 
owned  their  lands.  They  got  their  titles  from 
Mr,  Kapa 


the  Grown.  In  return  for  that,  the  confedera- 
tion of  Maori  oMefB  and  tribes  by  the  said 
treaty  ceded  the  governing-power  over  these 
Islands  to  the  British  Crown.  That  was  set 
down  very  clearly.  The  only  alteration  that 
had  been  made  in  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  was, 
presumably,  made  in  their  favour,  and  that  was 
the  waiving  of  the  pre-emptive  right  of  the 
Grown.  They  had  been  exercising  their  rights 
down  to  the  present  time,  and  it  was  for  them 
to  consider  now  what  was  the  proper  thing  to 
do.  The  honourable  gentleman  made  reference 
also  to  the  Bill  brought  in  by  Sir  George  Grey ; 
he  claimed  that  that  Bill  had  met  the  views 
of  the  Maoris,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
was  the  most  incomprehensible  ever  suggested. 
Then  he  referred  to  the  Bill  brought  in  by  his 
predecessor,  Sydney  Taiwhanga.  What  did 
that  propose  to  do?  It  proposed  to  take  the 
whole  of  the  Native  lands  and  vest  them  in  a 
body  of  fifty,  who  were  to  have  power  to  borrow 
upon  them  and  levy  rates  and  taxes,  and  so 
forth.  Was  that  the  kind  of  Bill  the  Maoris 
wished  for?  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
wanted  a  written  answer  to  his  question,  he 
had  no  objection  to  giving  it;  he  could  have 
it  next  day.  He  did  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  tell  Major  Kemp  and  the 
Natives  now  in  Wellington  in  connection  with 
the  petition  that  it  was  the  earnest  wish 
of  the  Government  that  they  should  by  all 
possible  means  give  the  Government  practical 
suggestions  in  the  way  of  legislation,  and  the 
Government  would  be  only  too  happy  to  hear 
their  views  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  had  not  much  to  say. 
He  had  nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  the  point 
brought  up  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District,  and  he  had  not  much 
to  say  in  regard  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
honourable  members  for  Bruce  and  Dnnedin 
City  (Mr.  Fish)  relating  to  the  case  of  the 
comet-player,  *'  Captain  "  Kerr.  At  the  same 
time,  he  did  think  he  had  been  exposed  to  a 
certain   amount  of  misrepresentation  on  the 

goint.  The  honourable  member  for  Dnnedin 
ity  referred  to  certain  words  supposed  to 
have  been  used  by  him  in  answering  a  question 
on  the  subject  the  other  day.  The  honourable 
member  was  not  in  the  chamber,  as  he  well 
remembered,  when  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  answered 
the  question ;  and  he  could  not  know  what 
he  had  said.  He  had  put  into  his  mouth 
words  which  he  (Mr.  Reeves)  had  never 
used.  He  had  evidently  got  outeide  the 
House,  apparently  from  certain  newspapers,  a 
totally  incorrect  impression  of  what  he  bad 
said.  Honourable  gentlemen  were  well  aware 
that  they  constantly  used  words  in  the  House 
which  were  caricatured  —  unintentionally,  no 
doubt  —  in  the  newspapers.     One  newspaper 

Sut  expressions  into  their  mouths  that  they 
id  not  use,  and  newspaper  No.  2  copied  these 
into  its  columns  from  newspaper  No.  1,  while 
newspaper  No.  8  commented  in  a  violent 
maimer  on  the  alleged  expressions  found  in 
newspapers  Nos.  1  and  2.  Something  of  that 
sort  had  been  done  on  this  occasion.  What  he 
1  did  say  with  regard  to  the  case  was  this :  An 
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honourable  gentleman  bzonght  up  a  question, 
and  referred  to  the  fact  that  he  had  waited 
upon  His  Excellency  the  Governor  with  a  peti- 
tion on  the  subject.  He  referred  to  this  unfor- 
tunate man,  whom,  he  thought,  the  honourable 
gentleman  alleged  to  be  Itmguisbing  in  gaol, 
and  expressed  a  hope  that  he  (Mr.  Beeves) 
would  be  able  to  tell  the  House  that  the  un- 
fortunate man  was  released,  and  that  he  had 
been  released  in  consequence  of  the  spirited 
action  taken  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
In  his  reply  he  had  reminded  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  unfortunate  man  had  not 
Been  in  gaol,  was  not  in  gaol,  and  might  not 
be  in  gaol :  that,  he  thought,  was  what  he  said. 
The  reporter  of  the  Otxigo  Daily  Times,  no 
doubt  quite  unintentionally,  slightly  altered 
that  into  this :  "  that  he  was  not  in  gaol,  and 
probably  would  not  go  to  gaol.''  That  made 
all  the  difference ;  all  he  (Mr.  Reeves)  said  was 
that  he  might  not  go  to  gaol.  For  example, 
the  Magistrate  fined  him  £3,  with  the  alterna- 
tive of  a  month's  imprisonment,  and  also  gave 
him  a  fortnight  in  which  to  pay.  The  fine 
might  at  any  moment  have  been  paid.  He 
would  here  remark  that  the  fortnight  did  not 
expire  till  last  Saturday ;  therefore  they  could 
not  have  known  till  then  whether  the  man 
or  his  friends  would  pay  the  fine.  Further, 
notice  of  appeal  was  given  from  the  decision, 
and  a  fortnight  must  elapse  during  which  the 
man  could  give  notice  of  appeal.  So  that  it 
was  not  till  fourteen  days  had  elapsed  that 
they  could  possibly  know  whether  the  man 
intended  to  appeal  in  the  usuaJ  way.  Then, 
when  the  fortnight  had  elapsed,  the  next  pro- 
cess— ^which  could  not  have  been  used  till 
yesterday — would  be 'the  issue  of  a  warrant 
of  distress.  Of  course,  he  was  going  to  say 
nothing  on  that  point,  nor  in  the  meantime 
did  he  intend  to  give  any  expression  of  opinion 
on  it. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— The  Premier  said  that 
the  sentence  would  not  be  served. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  knew  nothing  about 
that;  he  knew  nothing  about  what  the  f^e- 
mier  was  alleged  to  have  said.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  honour- 
ame  member  for  Bruce,  he  thought  that 
honourable  gentleman  had  complained  that 
information  could  not  be  got  from  the  Go- 
vernment on  that  point.  In  reply,  he  had 
simply  to  point  out  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  it  would  be  exceedingly  impolitic  for 
the  Government  to  commence  laying  copies  of 
papers  of  a  more  or  less  confidential  character 
on  the  table  during  the  progress  of  a  matter 
that  was  not  yet  completed. 

Mr.  FISH  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
might  have  given  that  as  a  reason  why  he  could 
not  give  the  information,  and  every  one  would 
have  been  satisfied. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  had  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  so ;  this  was  the  first  chance  he 
had  of  declaring  why  the  documents  wore  not 
produced.  The  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City,  who  was  by  no  means  lacking  in  in- 
telligence, would,  he  felt  quite  sure,  if  he  were 
in  the  lobby,  admit  the  truth  of  his  argument. 


Now  he  would  pass  to  the  question  of  photo- 
graphing. It  seemed  to  him  the  incugnity 
complained  of  lay  in  this :  that  the  man  was 
treated  without  tact,  without  kindness,  and 
with  undue  severity — ^that  was  the  allegation. 
He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  at  once  that  a  most 
unpleasant  impression  was  created  in  his  mind, 
and  he  thought  an  inquiry  should  be  made  as 
to  whether  the  facts  were  as  stated  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata.  But  he 
had  told  the  honourable  member,  he  thought 
twice,  that  he  would  inquire  into  the  facts,  as 
he  knew  nothing  about  them.  He  was  not 
yet  aware,  except  from  what  that  honourable 
gentleman  had  alleged,  that  the  man  was  as- 
saulted. If  he  was  assaulted,  he  must  say  it 
was  a  most  improper  thing;  but  he  did  not 
know  that  he  was.  Let  him  appeal  to  the 
House.  Was  it  considered  to  be  the  right 
thing  that  the  head  of  a  department,  respon- 
sible for  the  control  of  the  department,  be- 
cause certain  allegations  were  made  with 
regard  to  his  officers,  should  at  once  express 
sympathy  with  the  person  said  to  be  in- 
jured, and  condemnation  of  his  officers,  be- 
fore he  had  heard  what  those  officers  had  to 
say  ?  This  was  virtually  what  had  been  asked. 
A  complaint  had  been  made  because  he  (Mr. 
Beeves)  would  not  give  an  expression  of  opinion 
on  this  matter.  What  he  had  stated  was  that 
he  would  have  the  matter  inquired  into;  and 
he  did  say  that,  previous  to  doing  so,  and  to 
his  being  satisfied  that  the  allegations  were 
true,  or  partially  true,  he  could  not  be  expected 
to  give  an  expression  of  opinion.  He  did  not 
mind  saying  that  the  facts  as  stated  demanded 
an  inquiry ;  and,  in  answering  the  question,  he 
thought  he  had  made  it  quite  clear— he  cer- 
tainly had  so  intended — that  an  inquiry  should 
be  made.  He  thought  he  was  generally  under- 
stood to  say  so.  But  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish),  though,  as  he  had 
said  before,  a  man  of  remarkable  shrewdness  and 
intelligence,  had  the  power  of  understanding 
or  not  anything  when  it  suited  him  to  a  degree 
quite  unequalled  by  any  other  politician  he 
had  ever  met.  With  regard  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton,  he  was  a  gentleman 
who  entertained  strong  opinions  on  the  subject 
of  reform  in  prison  discipline  and  criminal  law. 
He  remembered  that  honourable  gentleman  on 
a  former  occasion  stated  that  he  would  like  to 
blow  up  all  the  prisons  with  dynamite.  That, 
of  course,  might  or  might  not  be  a  laudable  as- 
piration, but  it  was  hudly  one  with  which  the 
Minister  of  Justice  could  be  expected  to  sym- 
pathize. It  was  not  the  Minister's  duty  to 
blow  up  all  the  prisons  with  dynamite— quite 
the  contrary :  his  duty  was  to  strengthen  their 
walls,  and  take  care  that  the  bars  and  doors 
were  in  good  order,  so  that  the  criminal  classes 
should  not  escape.  He  and  the  honourable 
gentleman,  therefore,  were  not  on  the  same 
plane,  and  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  therefore  could  not 
be  expected  to  approach  the  question  from 
the  honourable  gentleman's  standpoint.  The 
honourable  gentleman  dwelt  on  the  fact  that 
persons  might  be  photographed,  and,  in  fact, 
had  been   photographed,  who  were  detained 
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in  gaol  on  most  trumpety  charges.  He  had 
asked  the  honourable  gentleman  to  specify  a 
single  instance,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  declined  to  do  so.  He  had  not  asked  the 
name  or  the  locality :  he  had  simply  asked  for 
one  single  instance  of  a  case  in  which  a  man 
detained  on  a  trumpery  charge  had  been  so 
treated.  He  had  said  that  it  was  a  vile  thing 
that  people's  photographs  should  be  exhibited 
who  were  so  detained.  He  certainly  agreed 
with  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  said  it 
would  be  vile  to  exhibit  the  photograph  of  a 
man  who  was  temporarily  confined  in  gaol  on  a 
trumpery  charge ;  but  he  doubted  whether  per> 
sons  confined  for  trumpery  charges  had  ever 
been  photographed,  and  lie  was  quite  sure  the 
photographs  had  never  been  exhibited.  Witii 
regard  to  the  whole  question  of  photographing 
people  who  were  simply  detained,  anything  of 
that  kind  ought  to  be  done  with  the  utmost 
tact,  and  only  under  the  most  unusual  circum- 
stances. He  quite  admitted— and  he  thought 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata  and 
others  really  agreed  with  him  on  this  point — 
that  if  the  circumstances  were  not  such  as  to 
make  it  really  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
justice  that  photographs  should  be  taken,  then 
it  should  not  be  done.  He  would  inquire,  and 
if  a  wrong  had  been  done  he  would  take 
uncommonly  good  care  that  no  such  wrong 
should  be  done  again. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived, 
Mr.  Spbaeeb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BBSUMED. 

Mr.  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half -past 
seven  o'clock. 

WEST  COAST  SETTLEMENT  RESERVES 
BILL. 

Mr.  CARROLL  moved  the  third  reading  of 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  wished  to  enter  as  strong  a 
protest  as  he  was  able  against  this  Bill  owing 
to  certain  clauses  that  had  been  inserted,  and 
also  in  consequence  of  certain  matters  being 
omitted.  The  previous  night  he  had  moved 
certain  amendments,  in  the  interests  of  honesty 
and  justice,  which,  he  thought,  should  have 
been  incorporated  in  the  Bill.  He  firmly  and 
honestly  believed  that  the  late  Prime  Minister, 
had  he  been  alive,  would  have  agreed  to  the 
insertion  of  the  clause  which  he  had  referred 
to,  or  of  something  to  that  effect,  which  would 
have  given  relief  to  those  interested.  It  would 
be  remembered  that  the  late  Prime  Minister 
had  had  this  matter  in  contemplation  for  years. 
That  honourable  gentleman  had  tried  to  solve 
this  great  and  difficult  question  that  was  re- 
tarding the  progress  of  the  West  Coast,  and,  in 
answer  to  a  question  put  by  him  (Mr.  McGuire) 
in  the  House  in  1891,  he  promised  that  he 
would  meet  the  settlers  on  the  Coast  and 
consult  with  them,  and  also  with  the  Native 
owners,  in  order  to  solve  this  difficulty.  The 
promise  then  made  was  faithfully  kept,  and  the 
late  Premier  met  the  settlers  at  Patea,  accom- 
panied by  the  Attorney- General  and  the  Public 
Trustee,  and  the  whole  matter  was  gone  into 
Afr.  Rewes 


between  the  Europeans  and  the  Natives ;  and 
the  result  of  this  interview  was  the  West  Coast 
Settlement  Reserves  Act  of  1892  —  an  Act 
which  reflected  the  greatest  credit  on  the  late 
Prime  Minister.  It  was  a  great  pity,  in  the 
interests  of  just  and  honest  legislation,  that 
the  late  Prime  Minister  was  not  alive  and 
present  the  previous  evening  in  order  to  see 
justice  done  in  this  matter.  The  subject 
Mr.  Ballance  had  to  deal  with  was  a  complex 
and  difficult  one:  it  was  a  question  which  it 
was  very  difficult  indeed  for  any  one  to  solve. 
But  here  was  one  of  the  simplest  matters 
possible.  It  was  only  connected  with  two  or 
three  people,  while  there  were  hundreds  of 
people  interested  in  the  other  question,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  solved  that,  which 
the  Legislature  was  unable  to  solve  for  eleven 
long  years.  He  said  that  had  the  late  Prime 
Minister  been  spared  to  his  adopted  country 
he  would  have  seen  his  way  to  meet  these 

guties  on  the  lines  of  common  honesty.  Mr. 
allance  had  successfully  dealt  with  a  very 
large  and  difficult  question — a  question  in 
which  great  difficulties  existed,  where  there 
had  been  appeals  made  to  the  Privy  Council, 
where  cases  were  taken  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  country.  And  yet  here  was  one 
of  the  simplest  matters  possible!  He  was 
perfectiv  certain  that  the  late  Prime  Minis- 
ter would  have  seen  no  injustice  done  to  one 
single  individual  in  the  country,  because  his 
heart  was  so  good  that  he  would  not  allow 
confiscation  to  be  applied  even  to  an  indivi- 
dual, however  poor  and  politically  insignificant 
that  individual  might  be.  But  on  the  previous 
night  the  House  was  deaf  to  every  appeal  made 
by  him  in  Committee  ;  there  wa3  not  one  voice 
raised  in  the  interests  of  justice  and  honesty ; 
and  the  result  would  be  that  the  few  people-— 
because  they  were  few — would  suffer  confisca- 
tion of  the  whole  of  their  improvements  in  the 
shape  of  houses,  machinery,  fencing,  planting, 
et  cetera^  put  upon  land  leased  from  the 
Native  owner  in  good  faith.  Notice  was  given 
to  them  that  they  must  go  and  deliver  up 
possession  at  once,  without  being  allowed  to 
remove  a  stick  off  the  place.  Where  was  th& 
honesty  and  justice  in  this  matter?  Surely,, 
it  was  very  easy  for  the  Government,  if  they 
thought  proper,  to  meet  this  case  in  a  fair  and 
equitable  manner,  and  not  allow  themselves  to 
be  dictated  to  in  this  matter,  to  the  injury 
of  innocent  parties.  It  was  not  necessary,  in 
the  interests  of  the  country,  that  a  few  people 
who  had  done  no  wrong  should  have  all  their 
belongings  confiscated.  Such  a  sacrifice  he 
did  not  think  was  necessary.  Far  be  it  from 
him  to  blame  the  Public  Trustee.  If  such 
power  was  put  into  that  gentleman's  hands 
he  could  not  help  himself.  But  why  give 
him  such  power?  He  blamed  the  Govern- 
ment and  honourable  members  for  doing  that. 
The  amendment  which  he  had  brought  for- 
ward would  have  done  justice  to  all  parties  in- 
terested; and  where  no  injustice  existed,  and 
where  there  was  no  unpleasant  feeling  whatever 
between  the  Native  owners,  where  both  parties 
were  satisfied,  ail  the  Public  Trustee  would 
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have  bad  to  do,  if  his  (Mr.  McGuire's)  amend- 
ment had  been  incorporated,  was  to  see  that 
no  injustice  was  done  to  either  party.  He 
would  be  the  last  to  wish  to  see  any  injustice 
done  to  the  Natives,  and  he  certainly  did  not 
wish  to  see  any  injustice  done  to  the  European 
settlers.  He  objected  to  the  way  in  which  this 
Bill  had  been  rushed  through,  without  a  clause 
of  the  kind  of  that  he  was  contending  for 
being  incorporated  in  it.  It  was  not  creditable 
to  the  Government  or  to  honourable  members. 
The  clause  was  this : — 

**  Notwithstanding  any  of  the  provisions  of 
the  said  Act  as  to  the  leasing  of  land  by  tender 
or  otherwise,  the  Public  Trustee  may,  in  his 
absolute  discretion,  confirm  any  lease  granted 
by  Maoris  to  Europeans  before  the  passing  of 
the  said  Act,  provided,  on  inquiry,  that  he  is 
satisfied  that  both  parties  to  the  lease  desire 
its  continuance,  and  that  no  undue  advantage 
has  been  taken  of  the  Native  owners  by  such 
lease." 

Surely  there  was  nothing  unreasonable  in 
this  amendment.  Had  that  amendment  been 
incorporated  in  the  Bill  they  would  have  been 
carrymg  out  the  wishes  of  the  Native  owners 
who  were  interested  in  this  matter,  and  they 
would  also  have  been  doing  a  just  thing  to 
the  Europeans  who  had  ta^en  these  leases, 
and  who  on  the  strength  of  those  leases  had 
made  certain  improvements.  But  that  did  not 
seem  to  satisfy  the  Government  or  their  sup- 
porters. What  they  wanted  to  do  was  to  con- 
fiscate the  whole  of  the  improvements  of  these 
settlers,  and  to  rob  them,  perhaps,  of  all 
thev  possessed  in  the  world,  and  make  them 
go  forth  and  start  in  the  world  afresh.  Surely 
there  was  no  justice  in  such  a  line  of  action  as 
that.  He  would  read  a  telegram  which  he  had 
just  received  from  one  of  the  settlers :  "  Hear 
McGuUum  and  others,  at  Rahotu,  received 
notice  from  Public  Trustee  not  to  remove 
their  property  off  Native  reserves.  Will  you 
kindly  inquire  if  this  be  true  ?  Bad  enough 
to  be  hunted  off  themselves,  without  leaving 
their  property."  He  was  surprised  that  the 
House  did  not  see  fit  to  act  in  the  way  in 
which  the  late  Prime  Minister,  had  he  been 
alive,  would  have  acted  should  the  occasion 
have  arisen, — because  any  one  who  knew  the 
history  of  the  West  Goast  Settlement  Reserves 
Act  knew  what  a  difficult  question  he  had  to 
deal  with  in  that.  And  the  reason  why  he  suc- 
ceeded was  that  his  heart  was  in  the  work, 
and  he  was  imbued  with  a  desire  to  do 
justice  to  all  parties,  Natives  and  Europeans 
alike ;  and  the  result  was  that  a  measure  was 
passed  which  was  the  best  compromise  that 
could  be  come  to  under  the  circumstances. 
The  case  of  those  unfortunate  people  was  a 
matter  he  had  continually  brought  before 
the  House.  He  had  requested  members  of  the 
Government  to  take  the  matter  up.  He  had 
submitted  an  amendment  to  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  having  charge  of  the  Bill,  in  order  to 
do  justice  to  those  unfortunate  people ;  but,  he 
was  sorzY  to  say,  no  justice  whatever  had  been 
done.  It  seemed  to  him  strange  that  the  Go- 
vernment, who  were  always  talking  of  placing 
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the  Natives  in  the  same  position  as  the  Euro- 
peans, did  not  take  the  opportunity  of  doing 
so  in  this  case.  With  reference  to  another 
important  matter,  he  would  ask,  why  should 
not  those  Natives  who  ran  into  debt  be  com- 
pelled to  pay?  If  there  were  large  sums  of 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Trustee,  no 
creditor  could  touch  that  money.  He  could 
not  allow  this  Bill  to  pass  without  making 
a  strong  protest  against  such  innovations. 
There  were  many  things  in  the  Bill  which  he 
believed  in,  and  which  he  would  be  inclined 
to  heartily  support,  and  he  believed  it  was  a 
necessary  measure ;  but  so  strongly  did  he  feel 
in  respect  to  his  amendment  which  had  been 
left  out  of  the  Bill,  and  to  some  of  the  clauses 
which  had  been  inserted,  that  he  would  move, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  that  day 
six  months. 

Mr.  WARD  would  suggest  to  his  honourable 
friend  that  he  should  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment he  had  proposed.  The  matter  had  been 
very  forcibly  placed  before  the  House.  It  was 
of  very  great  importance  to  those  concerned. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  on  several  oc- 
casions brought  the  same  matter  before  the 
notice  of  the  Government,  and  during  the  last 
few  days  urgent  messages  which  he  had  re- 
ceived on  the  particular  point  referred  to  he . 
had  submitted  to  him  (Mr.  Ward).  He  had 
informed  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the 
question  would  be  gone  into  in  Cabinet  and 
duly  reported  on.  Indeed,  he  was  bound  to  say 
that  in  some  of  the  cases  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Government  it  did  appear  to  him  to  be 
somewhat  unjust  that  those  landowners  should 
not  be  allowed  to  remove  their  improvements  ; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  that  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  continue  the  leases  which  they  oc- 
cupied before  the  passing  of  this  Act.  As  to  the 
other  matter  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  urged  on  behalf  of  those  people,  that  they 
should  be  allowed  to  remove  their  improve- 
ments, it  was  a  concession— he  was  speaking 
for  himself— that  had  a  great  deal  to  recommend 
it.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  would  agree  to 
withdraw  his  amendment  that  the  Bill  be  read 
that  day  six  months,  he  could  assure  him  that 
this  important  matter  would  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Ministry  and  a  decision  arrived  at 
which,  he  hoped,  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
honourable  gentleman.  He  thought,  with  that 
assurance,  the  honourable  gentleman  might 
withdraw  his  amendment  and  allow  the  Bill  to 
proceed,  and  he  hoped  other  honourable  mem- 
bers who  were  anxious  to  see  justice  done 
would  fall  in  with  his  suggestion. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  what  he  wanted  was  to 
get  as  much  justice  as  was  possible  for  the 
settlers,  who  had  already  rendered  good  service 
to  the  country,  and  who  were  living  in  peace 
and  harmony  with  the  Natives.  They  should 
be  allowed  to  continue  so.  However,  after  the 
statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  he  would 
withdraw  his  amendment,  leaving  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  in  the  hope 
that  justice  would  be  done  to  all  parties  in- 
terested. 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said,  before  the  honour- 
able gentleman  implied  he  wished  to  know 
where  they  were.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
a^ed  the  honourable  member  opposite  to  with- 
draw his  amendment,  and  had  made  a  promise 
that  the  matter  would  be  considered  by  the 
Government.  He  hoped  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  would  not  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, for  it  ought  to  have  been  put.  He 
l^ought  the  position  the  Government  had 
taken  up  through  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was 
an  unfortunate  one.  They  had  no  right  to 
assure  the  House  and  that  honourable  mem- 
ber that  they  were  going  to  reconsider  the 
Suestion,  because  they  could  not  do  it,  and 
^ey  knew  that  perfectly  well— it  was  simply 
ihisleading  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  m  connection  with 
the  question  of  improvements  only. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  was  on  the  ques- 
tion of  reopening  leases  that  had  not  been  ad- 
mitted in  the  Act  of  last  session.  The  promise 
reopened  the  whole  question,  and  he  thought 
the  honourable  gentleman  opposite  had  been 
grossly  misled.  The  Government  had  no  right, 
he  thought,  to  play  with  the  House  over  this 
important  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
had  consulted  him  before  he  made  the  state- 
ment referred  to,  and  it  only  had  reference  to 
very  hard  cases  in  connection  with  leases 
entered  into  between  certain  persons  and  the 
Natives.  Both  parties  were  willing  that  the 
leases  should  be  recognised :  that  hi^  been  de- 
termined. Now,  it  was  very  hard  that,  in  cases 
of  that  kind,  there  was  no  power  given — not- 
withstanding that  the  PubUc  Trustee  might 
wish  it — to  allow  these  persons  to  remove  any 
improvements ;  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer  also 
said  that  this  phase  of  the  question,  which 
was  forcibly  put  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont,  would  be  considered.  This  was 
not  going  contrary  to  the  existing  law,  or  to 
what  was  evidently  the  wish  of  the  Legislature 
in  respect  of  this  Bill.  It  was  only  the  question 
of  whether  discretionazy  power  should  be  given 
to  the  Public  Trustee  in  cases  of  this  kind. 
He  knew,  himself,  there  were  cases  of  hard- 
ship, where  the  Natives  themselves,  he  believed, 
were  perfectly  willing  that  the  Public  Trustee 
should  act,  but  he  had  not  power  to  do  so. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  wished  to  say  a  word 
or  two  upon  the  question  of  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill.  He  agreed  with  much  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  had  said,  but 
he  would  not  have  felt  justified  in  supporting  the 
amendment,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time 
that  day  six  months.  He  recognised  in  the 
amending  Bill  a  considerable  number  of  neces- 
sary improvements  on  the  Act  of  last  session. 
As  to  the  promise  made  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, that  the  Cabinet  would  consider  the 
proposal  brought  forward  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont,  with  a  view  to  introducing 
in  another  place  an  amendment  to  give  a  discre- 
tion to  the  Public  Trustee,— that,  to  his  mind, 
only  illustrated  the  wonderful  length  the  Legis- 
lature had  already  gone  to  by  investing  in  an 


individual  an  extent  of  discretion  unknown  ta 
any  other  Board  or  tribunal.  He  was  bound  to 
say  that,  as  far  as  his  experience  went,  the  dis- 
cretion exercised  by  the  gentleman  who  held 
the  office  of  Public  Trustee  had  been  wisely 
and  judiciously  used.  But  that  was  nothing  to 
the  purpose.  What  they  were  to  consider  was 
that  the  individual  in  question  was  invested 
with  powers  such  as  were  unknown  in  con- 
nection with  any  other  office  in  the  Empire, 
so  far  as  he  was  aware;  and  to  add  another 
matter  for  discretion  wm  only  emphasizing  the 
anomalous  position  in  which  they  were  placing 
the  Public  Trustee.  He  would  impress  upon 
Parliament  the  necessity  of  setting  up  a  Board 
of  Control,  or  Advice,  along  with  the  Public 
Trustee, — a  change  which  any  gentleman  in 
that  position  would  no  doubt  welcome,  lor 
the  responsibility  attached  to  his  office  must 
be  something  tremendous  under  the  present 
position  of  the  law. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said,  with  regard  to  the  extra- 
ordinary power  vested  in  the  Public  Trustee, 
that  was  a  different  question  altogether  from  the 
question  as  to  what  was  necessary  to  be  done 
with  regard  to  reserves  on  the  West  Coast 
owned  by  Natives.  Under  the  present  sys- 
tem the  Natives  were  beginning  to  realise  Uie 
benefits  arising  out  of  the  Public  Trustee's 
administration.  Hitherto  they  had  been  for 
a  considerable  time  under  a  variety  of  influ- 
ences, and  they  could  not  be  got  to  work 
under  any  Act  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Con- 
sequently, it  was  necessary  that  some  one  in 
whom  the  country  had  confidence — an  inde- 
pendent man — should  be  given  the  power  to 
administer  their  affairs.  He  might  mention 
that  there  were  44,000  acres  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  Natives  for  their  sole  use  and  occupation. 
Their  rents  had  increased  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Public  Trustee  during  the  last 
three  years  from  £5,000-odd  to  £18,000,  and 
if  they  went  on  as  they  were  going  there  would 
soon  be  a  considerable  income  to  the  Natives 
along  that  Coast.  Furthermore,  the  adminis- 
tration had  been  so  satisfactory  of  late  that 
the  Natives,  instead  of  holding  aloof  as  in 
former  years,  had  come  in  under  the  adminis- 
tration, which  they  saw  worked  in  a  satisfac- 
tory manner  to  every  one  concerned.  It  was 
through  the  Public  Trustee  that  certain  rights 
were^onceded  to  certain  persons  who  had 
taken  up  leases  from  the  Natives  on  their  own 
account,  which  leases  were  afterwards  termed 
**  the  confirmed  leases."  It  was  in  consequence 
of  these  leases  that  litigation  arose  in  the  law- 
courts,  to  the  detriment  and  disadvantage  of 
the  European  lessees.  Consequently,  all  par- 
ties appealed  to  Parliament.  The  Le^gislatnre 
considered  that  it  was  only  fair  and  right  that 
a  just  settlement  should  be  effected  between 
the  disputants.  He  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotai'a  knew  as  much  about  the 
particulars  of  these  special  cases  as  any  one 
in  that  House.  He  did  not  see  that  any  hann 
whatever  had  emanated  from  the  administra- 
tion of  these  estates  by  the  Public  Trustee,  and 
there  was  no  need  to  fear  granting  that  officer 
powers  wherewith  to  work  the  Act.    With  re- 
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gard  to  what  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont,  he  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  a  little  wrong.  The  leases  he  had  re- 
ferred to  were  of  portions  of  the  44,000  acres 
which  he  (Mr.  Carroll)  had  alluded  to  just 
before,  which  land  was  specially  set  apart  for 
the  Natives,  and  not  included  in  the  Public 
Trustee's  leases.  They  did  not  come  under 
the  category  of  **  the  confirmed  leases.*'  They 
did  not  come  under  the  class  of  leases  leased 
by  the  Public  Trustee,  and  the  Europeans  who 
took  those  leases  knew  very  well  at  the  time 
that  they  were  doing  an  illegal  thing,  and  they 
acted,  no  doubt,  in  the  hope  that  at  some 
future  day  some  consideration  would  be  given 
to  their  position,  which  they  had  created  for 
themselves.  That  was  the  position,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman's  reference  to  the  Act 
of  last  year  as  being  a  most  beneficial  one 
he  quite  agreed  with.  At  the  same  time,  he 
admired  the  force  and  vigour  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  pleading  on  behalf  of  those 
who  he  considered  had  su£Eered  considerably 
in  consequence  of  certain  action  they  had  taken. 
But,  going  back  to  the  Act  of  last  session,  he 
might  point  out  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  which 
considered  that  Act,  and  he  then  said  that  it 
was  a  very  good  Act,  and  he  praised  it,  and  so 
did  he  (Mr.  Carroll),  and  the  whole  country ; 
but  that  very  Act  did  not  include  within  the 
scope  of  its  operation  the  leases  just  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  because  it 
was  considered  that  it  would  not  be  a  right 
thing  to  include  them.  He  did  not  wish 
any  false  impression  to  get  about,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks, 
tnat  the  Government  were  responsible  for  these 
special  cases. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  desired  to  explain  that  he 
was  placed  on  the  Committee  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  but  he  resigned  his 
position  because  he  thought  it  wise  that  he 
should  not  act  on  it,  and  that  he  would  be 
better  able  to  give  evidence  than  if  he  remained 
a  member  of  the  Committee.  Therefore  he 
resigned,  and  some  one  else  was  appointed  in 
his  place. 

Mr.  GARHOLL  said  that  was  so.  Still,  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  aware  of  every  step 
that  was  taken  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
and  he  must  have  been  aware  that  the  class 
of  leases  to  which  he  referred  so  eloquently 
were  specially  left  out  last  year  because  it  was 
considered  not  proper  to  include  them.  But 
that  was  not  the  point.  He  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  be  satisfied  with 
the  suggestion  that  some  consideration  might 
be  given  in  so  far  as  the  question  affected  im- 
provements which  had  been  made  by  the  so- 
called  lessees,  although  their  leases  were  illegal. 
In  speaking  of  improvements,  he  referred  to 
their  buildings  and  fences.  Something  should 
be  done,  he  thought,  so  as  to  allow  compensa- 
tion of  some  kind  to  be  made  to  those  who  had 
the  greatest  claim  to  it.  But  to  admit  that 
the  leases  could  be  legalised — to  admit  for  one 
moment  that  they  could  take  into  their  con- 
sideration the  validation  of  leases  made  under 


the  circumstances  under  which  those  in 
question  were  made — was  a  thing  he  Would 
not  dare  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  do.  It 
would  be  bad  in  principle,  and  would  be 
establishing  a  very  bad  precedent,  because  if 
they  legislated  in  that  way  this  year  there 
was  no  telling  what  they  might  be  asked  to  do 
next  year.  It  never  was  intended  by  the  Legis- 
lature that  there  should  be  an  illegal  invasion 
of  that  44,000  acres  to  which  he  had  referred. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

ELLESMERE  LAKE  LANDS  BILL. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for 
resuming  the  debate  on  the  question.  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  reasons 
for  disagreeing  with  amendments  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council, 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  after  what  had  trans- 
pired, he  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his 
amendment  to  disagree  with  the  amendments 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill, 
and  he  would  move.  That  the  amendments  be 
agreed  to. 

Amendment  withdrawn,  and  amendments 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  agreed  to. 

SHOPS  AND  SHOP-ASSISTANTS  BILL. 
On  the  question  of  the  committal  of  this  Bill, 
Mr.  DUTHIE  said,— Sir,  before  the  House 
goes  into  Committee  on  this  Bill,  this  probably 
is  the  proper  stage  to  examine  its  merits. 
Some  two  years  ago,  when  a  similar  Bill  was 
introduced,  I  moved  that  it  be  committed 
that  day  three  months.  I  intend  to  move 
the  same  amendment  to  this  Bill  now.  On 
that  occasion,  I  regret  to  say,  I  only  had  the 
support  of  three  members  of  the  House.  I 
trust,  however,  that,  after  the  experience  gained 
of  this  class  of  legislation  in  the  interim,  I 
shall  receive  a  larger  support  on  this  occa- 
sion than  was  then  accorded  to  me.  On  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua,  who  proposed  to  extend  this  Bill  to  bars 
of  licensed  houses,  and  to  hotel  employes,  I  said 
I  should  be  disposed  to  support  him.  But  I  do 
not  intend  to  follow  that  course.  One  might 
feel,  in  reference  to  a  Bill  of  this  sort,  that 
it  was  desirable  to  make  it  as  obnoxious  as 
possible  by  its  severity,  so  that  it  should  be 
rejected;  but  I  rather  feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  resist  the  Bill  at  all  stages,  and  to  reduce 
its  severity,  if  it  has  to  pass,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. The  main  ground  for  the  rejection  of 
this  measure  is  the  extraordinary  interference 
with  individual  liberty  that  characterizes  it 
throughout.  It  interferes  with  a  class  of  men 
who  at  the  present  time  are  earning  an  honest 
living,  and  supporting  their  families,  and 
who  have  considerable  difficulty  in  doing  so. 
It  tends  very  seriously  to  divert  the  trade 
which  this  class — that  is,  the  small  trsiders — 
at  present  enjoy  and  by  which  they  make  their 
living.  Then,  this  class  of  interference  is 
obnoxious  to  employers  at  every  stage,  and 
there  ought  surely  to  be  some  strong  State 
reason  given  before  a  Bill  of  this  sort  should  be 
passed  to  interfere  with  employers,  and  compel 
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them  to  close  their  places  of  husiness,  and,  if 
they  do  not  do  so,  to  make  such  neglect  a  penal 
offence.  The  only  justification  for  sach  a  mea- 
sore  would  lie  in  its  being  shown  that,  under 
the  present  conduct  of  shops,  the  assistants 
are  so  oppressed  with  long  hours  that  they 
suffer  in  their  health,  and  that  it  is  therefore 
necessary  for  the  State  to  interfere  to  save 
them  from  oppression.  I  do  not  think  that 
can  be  contended  at  present.  I  have  never 
heard  the  Minister,  at  any  stage  of  the  Bill, 
assert  that  such  was  the  case,  or  that  the 
assistants  were  suffering  any  hardship  what- 
ever at  the  hands  of  their  employers.  On 
the  contrary,  I  believe  that  nowhere  in  any 
European  or  in  any  colonial  community  do  the 
shop-assistants  enjoy  more  liberty  or  shorter 
hours  than  in  this  colony.  If  one  thinks  of 
the  hours  of  attendance  required  of  shop- 
assistants  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  com- 
pares them  with  what  exists  in  this  country, 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  is  a  paradise  indeed ; 
so  that  these  voluntary  concessions  made  to 
employes  in  this  colony  show  that  there  is  a 
commendable  disposition  on  the  part  of  em- 
ployers to  make  life  as  enjoyable  as  possible 
for  their  assistants.  In  redressing  one  wrong, 
the  Legislature  ought  not  to  iziflict  another 
upon  any  section  of  the  community.  In  this 
instance  I  fear  a  wrong  of  much  greater  de- 
gree will  be  inflicted  on  the  employers,  on  their 
assistants,  and  on  the  generid  public.  The 
Labour  Bills  Committee  had  before  it  nume- 
rous petitions  and  addresses  from  all  parts  and 
from  all  classes,  but,  necessarily,  little  atten- 
tion was  given  to  these  representations ;  yet  we 
are  not  justified  in  proceeding  with  the  Bill 
without  giving  due  consideration,  and  without 
seeing  how  it  will  affect  any  legitimate  busi- 
ness. We  find  it  is  almost  impossible  to  re- 
concile the  diverse  interests.  We  have,  for 
instance,  petitions  from  Auckland  butchers 
urging  that  Saturday  should  be  the  day  on 
which  they  should  receive  the  half-holiday. 
In  all  other  places  that  trade  is  content  to 
take  some  intermediate  day  in  the  week. 
From  Dunedin  a  large  petition  has  been  re- 
ceived to  exempt  Saturday  altogether  from 
the  Bill.  In  Christchurch,  one  firm — that  of 
Messrs.  Strange  and  Co. — point  out  in  their 
petition  that  they  tried  this  half-holiday,  and 
found  that  it  made  a  loss  in  their  returns  of 
two  or  three  hundred  pounds  a  week.  Every- 
where this  interference  has  brought  injury  and 
loss  to  the  drapers,  with  whom  shopping  is 
mostly  in  afternoons:  it  is  found  to  be  a  lost 
day.  Now,  Sir,  employers  have  no  large  fund 
behind  them  on  which  to  draw,  and  out  of 
which  they  can  afford  to  pay  these  further 
losses  which  it  is  proposed  to  inflict  upon 
them.  Trade  is  vezy  keenly  contested  nowa- 
days, and  the  effect  of  the  present  competition 
is  to  leave  employers  scarcely  able  to  continue 
the  present  rate  of  wages  or  the  present  hours. 
The  tendency  of  the  competition  is  to  drive 
employers  to  look  for  economy,  to  retrench, 
and  to  trench  upon  their  assistants'  emolu- 
ments, and  upon  their  leisure.  And,  now,  if 
legislation  is  to  be  passed  to  further  adversely 
Mr.  Duthie 


affect  employers,  there  is  no  help  for  them 
but  to  see  where  they  can  recoup .  the  loss 
brought  about  by  such  interference,  and  none 
will  suffer  so  much  as  their  assistants.  Em< 
ployers  cannot  afford  to  increase  working-ex- 
penses, at  the  present  rate  of  profits.  If  they 
do,  there  can  be  only  one  result — that  is,  buik- 
ruptcy.  Self-preservation  drives  employers  to 
make  two  ends  meet.  If  we  refer  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Labour  Department  we  find  that 
already  there  have  been  reductions  of  wagea 
on  account  of  this  enforced  half-holiday.  The 
statement  of  the  officer  at  Ashburton  is  that 
a  deduction  of  wages  has  taken  place  on  ac- 
count of  the  half -holiday ;  and,  in  a  report  of 
a  meeting  of  employers  in  this  city,  I  notice 
that  Mr.  Fielder  said  that  he  could  not  afford 
to  pay  some  thirty  people  for  the  loss  of  time 
involved  by  the  half -holiday.  He  said  he  would 
have  to  reduce  their  wages  proportionately. 
We  have  seen  the  effects  of  the  existing  Act, 
retrenchment  taking  this  shape  :  Drapery  esta- 
blishments, as  a  matter  of  economy,  have  re- 
trenched their  senior  hands,  and  advanced 
juniors,  at  a  lower  rate  of  pay,  to  fill  the  posi- 
tions, and  so  reduced  their  working-expenses. 
I  mention  this  to  show  that  it  is  adverse  to  the 
interests  of  the  shop-assistants,  and  that  this 
Bill  ynll  be  no  boon  to  them.  Then,  the  ten- 
dency is  to  follow  American  practice  in  business 
management  in  the  future.  Mention  has  been 
made  in  the  Press  of  suggestions  that  threat- 
ened the  adoption  of  the  American  system. 
Hitherto  there  has  been  a  deal  of  the  Old 
World  good-feeling  and  sympathy  existing  be- 
tween employers  and  assistants.  There  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  **  give  and  take,"  and  little 
desire  to  drive  things  down  to  the  lowest  pos- 
sible limit ;  but  legislation  such  as  is  proposed 
here  induced  in  America  a  system  of  paying 
by  the  hour,  in  place  of  paying  by  the  week. 
Employers  there,  in  many  cities,  simply  put  men 
on  at  so  much  per  hour.  The  result  of  this 
is  that  there  are  a  whole  lot  of  unemployed 
young  men  wandering  about  the  streets  eager 
to  get  even  a  few  hours'  employment  daily  in 
the  endeavour  to  keep  body  and  soul  together. 
Large  drapers  employ  only  a  few  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  take  on  extra  hands  in  the  afternoon, 
and  as  soon  as  the  work  is  over  these  men 
are  sent  about  their  business.  It  is  a  cruel 
system,  and  it  will  be  deeply  regretted  if  the 
present  kindly  and  sympathetic  feeling  exist- 
ing between  employers  and  their  assistants  is 
to  be  wiped  away,  and  those  hard  relations  sub- 
stituted ;  but  nothing  else  can  result  if  such  a 
Bill  as  this  is  given  effect  to.  Another  result 
wiU  be  that  the  assistants  who  have  to  accept 
these  reduced  wages  will  be  discontent^, 
necessitating  their  displacement  by  others.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that,  on  account  of  the  oat- 
cry  of  a  few  thoughtless  youths,  we  should 
pass  legislation  of  this  sort,  and  I  feel  it 
will  bring  disaster  to  the  young  men  in  whose 
interest  it  is  said  to  have  been  introduced. 
Then,  we  have  these  small  shopkeepers.  The 
keeping  of  small  shops  is  a  way  by  which 
young  men  advance  themselves.  They  may 
have  been  employes,  and,  after  saving  a  little 
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money,  they  start  shops  for  themselves ;  and 
these  shops  serve  a  want  that  is  felt  through- 
out the  community.  There  are  people  who 
cannot  always  buy  in  the  middle  of  tne  day; 
they  are  engaged  at  their  employment,  and 
they  want  somewhere  to  go  in  the  evening  to 
buy.  These  small  shops  fill  that  want.  They 
suit  the  customers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  give 
these  young  men  who  are  starting  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  business ;  by-and-by,  when 
they  can  afiord  it,  and  do  not  require  to  work 
such  long  hours,  they  close  their  shops  just 
as  early  as  the  larger  shopkeepers  do.  But 
in  the  earlier  stage  of  their  career  they  take 
advantage  of  the  want  existing  in  the  com- 
munity, and  so  succeed  in  establishing  them- 
selves in  business.  Probably,  in  this  town  of 
Wellington  there  are  five  or  six  hundred  of 
this  class  of  shops.  These  men  depend  upon  the 
evening  trade,  especially  the  Saturday  night 
trade.  When  the  bigger  shops  are  closed 
they  expect  to  make  their  money.  Their 
stock  is  not  large  enough  to  enable  them  to 
compete  with  the  larger  shops,  but  by  suiting 
the  public  convenience  they  are  able  to  make 
a  living  and  to  provide  for  their  families. 
And  why  should  a  number  of  the  public  who 
are  depending  on  them  be  deprived  of  this 
convenience?  It  would  be  most  disastrous 
to  this  class  of  people.  Then,  in  carrying 
out  this  drastic  measure  and  insisting  on  the 
closing  of  shops,  a  number  of  special  trfibdes 
are  to  be  inconvenienced.  There  is  the  fruit 
trade.  There  is,  as  a  petition  from  Christ- 
church  pointed  out,  a  class  of  fruit  which,  at 
certain  seasons,  ripens  from  day  to  day.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Government  intend  to 
regulate  the  movements  of  the  sun  so  that  it 
shall  not  get  up  and  ripen  such  fruit  to  be 
wasted.  I  refer  to  fruits  such  as  raspberries, 
Bfcrawberries,  and  fruits  of  that  class.  In  their 
season  they  are  enjoyable,  and  should  be  eaten ; 
but  if  shops  are  closed  on  Saturday  much  must 
perish — I  suppose,  all  for  the  glory  and  ad- 
vancement of  Liberal  laws !  Then,  after  all, 
what  are  men  to  do  with  the  evening?  The 
shops  are  closed;  the  streets  are  in  darkness. 
Men  now  come  down  town;  it  is  one  enjoy- 
ment of  their  life;  the  man,  home  from  Ms 
week's  toil,  and  with  the  wages  he  has  earned, 
goes  shopping  with  his  wife.  Why  are  they 
to  be  debarred  from  this  convenience  and 
enjoyment?  If  a  man  wants  to  purchase  a 
stick  of  tobacco,  is  he  to  be  debarred  from 
that  ?  Are  tobacconists  to  be  closed  up  ?  Or, 
say,  a  man  wants  his  hair  cut,  he  is  not  to  be 
allowed  to  have  it  cut,  or  even  to  be  ^aved. 
A  man  commits  a  crime  if  he  has  his  shop  open 
to  shave  a  man  or  to  cut  his  hair.  Chemists 
are  to  be  seriously  inconvenienced.  There  is 
some  relaxation  in  the  case  of  chemists,  but 
before  they  are  closed  even  as  proposed  some 
good  and  sufficient  reason  should  be  shown  why 
they  should  be  closed  arbitrarily.  Then,  if  we 
go  outside  the  towns  to  look  at  the  working 
of  the  Act  in  the  country,  or  even  in  the  town 
districts :  a  man  is  away  at  work  at  some  kind 
of  occupation ;  he  may  be  employed  as  a  car- 
penter on  a  building,  or  in  fencing,  or  in  some 


other  occupation,  and  on  Saturday  aftemooil 
he  comes  home  and  brings  his  week's  wages, 
expecting  to  go  back  to  work  on  the  following 
Monday.  He  comes  into  town  to  purchase 
goods,  and  finds  every  door  closed  against  him, 
and  he  is  unable  to  purchase  the  supplies  he 
requires.  Why  should  such  inconvenience  be 
caused?  Then,  we  are  going  to  make  it  a 
crime  to  buy  a  loaf  of  bread,  for  a  child  to 
buy  a  bag  of  lollies,  or  a  woman  a  reel  of 
cotton.  What  state  of  things  are  we  coming 
to  ?  If  we  are  to  enforce  this  law  we  shall  have 
to  treble  the  Police  Force  and  have  an  army 
of  detectives.  Then,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
get  the  people  to  regard  the  infringement  of  an 
Act  of  this  sort  as  a  sin,  and  it  must  have  a 
very  bad  effect  on  the  morality  of  the  people. 
If  in  connection  with  the  ordinary  vocations 
of  life  we  are  going  to  make  such  things  a 
crime,  and  an  infringement  of  the  law,  every 
one  will  be  brought  to  think  that  really,  after 
all,  there  is  no  wrong  in  infringing  the  law. 
This  would  have  a  most  demoralising  effect 
on  the  community.  Looking  at  the  Bill  in 
all  its  aspects,  from  the  point  of  view  of  em- 
ployers and  employ^  and  the  general  public, 
— ^which  last  ought  very  largely  to  be  consi- 
dered,— objections  to  it  are  innumerable.  It  ia 
brimful  of  inconsistencies  and  absurdities,  and 
there  ought  to  be  some  very  sound  and  good 
reason  given  before  legislation  of  this  sort  is 
brought  into  operation  at  all.  If  people  have 
suffered  any  wrong  the  wrong  ought  to  be 
redressed ;  but  there  has  been  no  wrong  here 
to  redress.  This  measure  is  simply  pandering 
to  an  outcry,  because  a  few  shop-assistants 
have  managed  to  affiliate  themselves — I  think 
that  is  what  they  call  it — with  some  unionist 
association,  and  a  certain  voting  -power  is  sup- 
posed to  attach  to  this  mea»sure.  But,  come 
what  may,  we  have  our  duty  to  do.  In  the 
position  of  representatives,  I  do  not  think  we 
ought  to  consider  anything  but  what  is  best 
for  the  public  interests  in  this  matter.  The 
Bill  is  brimful  of  inconsistencies  and  of  un- 
warrantable interferences  with  large  public  and 
private  interests,  and  is  not  the  way  to  remedy 
the  hardship  it  is  intended  to  redress.  Hoping 
to  receive  a  much  larger  support  than  was 
given  me  two  years  ago,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
move.  That  this  Bill  be  committed  this  day 
three  months. 

Mr.  FISH.— Sir,  I  have  given  this  measure 
very  great  consideration  and  attention,  and  I 
am  largely  actuated,  in  the  vote  I  intend  to 
give  to-night,  by  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
strong  public  opinion  of  my  constituents,  and 
by  my  own  convictions  resulting  from  observa- 
tion and  experience.  Sir,  last  session  we  passed 
a  Bill— not  the  Bill  we  have  before  us  to- 
night, but  a  different  one  — the  Shop-hours 
Bill  as  amended  by  the  Legislative  Council 
is  the  one  now  in  existence— and  shortly  after 
that  Bill  became  law  we  had  public  meetings 
in  Dunedin  upon  the  subject  of  the  Bill,  and 
more  particularly  as  to  the  day  that  should 
be  observed  as  a  holiday ;  and  also  whether 
that  day,  when  once  decided  upon,  should 
be  made  compulsory  or  not.    Under  the  pro* 
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visions  of  the  Act,  that  could  oot  he  done ;  hut 
an  arrangement  was  entered  into  by  a  large 
number  of  our  shopkeepers  in  Dunedin  that 
they  would  try  the  effect  of  closing  on  Satur- 
day afternoon,  that  being  the  apparent  wish  of 
a  large  majority  of  the  assistants.  Well,  Sir, 
that  experiment  has  been  tried.  Without 
saying  more  on  this  subject  at  present,  I  only 
say  that,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  experi- 
ment has  proved  to  me  that  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity foi  the  Bill  that  is  at  present  before 
the  House,  as  the  one  we  have  in  existence 
meets  all  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  we 
should  do  well  to  leave  well  alone.  I  there- 
fore need  hardly  say  that  I  intend  to  support 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City.  .  At  the  meetings 
in  Dunedin  to  which  I  referred,  in  one  of  which 
I  took  a  part,  I  expressed  my  opinion  that,  what- 
ever day  was  ultimately  fixed  upon,  that  day 
should  be  made  compulsory  by  law ;  but  I  care- 
fully refrained,  in  the  remarks  I  made,  from 
stating  what  day  that  should  be,  because  I 
looked  upon  the  whole  matter  as  quite  an  ex- 
periment, which  would  be  settled  by  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case  as  proved  to  the  shopkeepers 
after  a  trial.  Well,  as  I  have  said,  a  large 
number  of  shopkeepers  of  Dunedin  did  give 
this  matter  a  trial,  and  the  result  of  the  trial 
has  been  an  almost  unanimous  consensus  of 
opinion  on  their  part  that  the  day  is  an  un- 
suitable one  for  them.  That  was  very  simply 
proved  by  the  Otago  Daily  Times,  which  paper 
went  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  sending  a 
special  re|)orter  round  to  the  various  shops  to 
make  inquiries,  and  the  large  majority  of  replies 
given  to  those  inquiries  were  in  the  direction  of 
showing  that  Saturday,  at  any  rate,  was  an 
unsuitable  day  in  the  interests  of  the  shop- 
keepers. As  I  have  said,  I  thought  at  that 
time  that  a  day  should  be  settled— no  matter 
what  day — and  should  be  compulsory.  I  have 
now  to  declare  that  in  that  respect  I  have 
changed  my  mind.  We  have  a  law  declaring 
that  every  shop-assistant  throughout  the  colony 
shall  have  one  half-holiday  a  week,  and  it  is 
left  for  the  people  to  decide  what  day  that  shall 
be.  Now,  I  feel  quite  satisfied  on  this  point : 
that  if  the  Bill  we  passed  last  session  still 
remains  on  the  statute-book,  and  we  have  no 
further  legislation— at  any  rate,  speaking  for 
the  people  of  Dunedin — they  will  give  a  unani- 
mous decision  that  the  whole  of  the  shops 
should  close  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday  in  the 
week  instead  of  Saturday,  and  they  will  settle 
the  compulsory  difficulty  for  themselves  with- 
out further  coercive  legislation  on  the  part  of 
this  House.  Let  me  ask  the  House  to  consider 
who  they  are  that  are  asking  for  a  compul- 
sory holiday  on  Saturday.  Those  who  are  ask- 
ing for  it  are  simply  the  shopkeepers'  assist- 
ants. And  what  is  the  reason,  the  main 
reason,  that  these  gentlemen — for  whom  I  have 
every  respect — ^give  for  asking  that  Saturday 
shall  be  made  the  compulsory  day  of  olosins  ? 
Their  chief  reason  is  that  on  that  day  the 
mercantile  offices,  the  lawyers'  offices,  the  pro- 
fessional men*s  offices,  and  the  factories  dose, 
and  that  it  is,  consequently,  the  day  upon  which 
Mr.  Fish 


the  sports  of  the  city  are  carried  out.  Now, 
Sir,  so  far  as  the  sports  are  concerned,  if 
that  is  the  ideal  that  the  shopkeepers'  assist- 
ant seeks  to  obtain — if  that  is  the  goal  of  his 
ambition — to  witness  sports,  and  to  choose 
Saturday  because  he  can  witness  sports  on 
that  day,  then  I  have  only  to  say,  in  answer 
to  that,  that  it  cannot  matter  to  him,  because 
the  shopkeepers'  assistants  in  any  large  city 
and  suburbs  are  sufficiently  numerous  to  form 
athletic  clubs  and  athletic  societies  in,  from, 
and  by  themselves,  and  they  can  have  sports 
as  much  as  ever  they  choose.  But  when  this 
agitation  was  first  commenced  there  was  no 
question  raised  as  to  the  day  upon  which  the 
half-holiday  should  be  given.  The  question 
was  one  which  I  supported  to  the  utmost  of  my 
ability,  and  what  we  were  asked  for  was  that 
we  should  simply  give  the  shopkeepers*  assist- 
ants throughout  the  colony  a  half -holiday 
during  the  week— one  half-day's  cessation  from 
toil— and  in  that  respect  I  was  thoroughly  with 
them,  and  I  am  now  as  thoroughly  with  them 
aks  I  was  then.  Some  ask  for  it  for  the  reasons 
that  I  have  stated — their  desire  to  see  sports, 
and  that  it  was  a  general  half-holiday.  Others 
wish  it  for  nobler  reasons,  from  higher  impulses 
than  this.  They  say  that  they  desire  to  im- 
prove their  minds,  to  have  time  to  cultivate 
themselves,  to  have  time  to  repair  the  wants 
in  this  respect  that  they  have  experienced  in 
their  youth.  Others,  again,  say,  **  We  want  a 
half-holiday  in  the  week  in  order  to  go  out  and 
enjoy  ourselves  under  God's  beautiful  sky. 
We  want  fresh  air ;  we  want  to  renovate  our 
health.  We  suffer  from  long  confinement  in 
shops,  and  we  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  our  comfort  and  health  that  we  should  get 
a  half-holiday  in  the  week  for  recreative  and 
other  purposes  of  that  kind."  Sir,  I  ask  you 
and  other  honourable  gentlemen,  if  that  be  the 
aim,  and  if  that  be  the  desire— and  I  believe 
it  really  and  truly  is  with  the  bulk  of  shop- 
assistants— what  can  it  possibly  matter  to  them 
whether  they  have  the  day  for  this  purpose  on 
the  Saturday  or  any  other  day  ?  If  the  aim  and 
object  be — ^which  it  was,  and  really  is  now — > 
to  obtain  a  half-day's  cessation  from  severe 
and  exacting  toil— because,  although  the  work 
in  which  shop-assistants  are  engaged  is  not 
arduous  in  its  character,  so  far  as  manual 
labour  is  concerned,  it  is  arduous,  and  more 
arduous  than  manual  labour,  from  the  fact  of 
the  confinement  which  they  sufier — I  am  en- 
tirely with  them  and  those  who  s^pathize 
with  them  in  giving  them  and  continuing  to 
them  the  half -holiday ;  but  I  am  quite  sure  it  is 
not  necessary  for  them,  or  for  the  purpose 
which  they  ought  to  seek  to  attain,  that  that 
should  be  any  particular  da^  of  the  week. 
Now,  so  much  for  the  shop-assistants.  I  have 
said  that  they  should  be  considered;  I  have 
said  that  they  should  have  their  recreation, 
that  they  should  have  this  half-holiday.  But 
let  me  ask  another  thing :  Are  the  employers 
of  the  shop-assistants  to  have  no  consideration? 
Are  we  first  to  sive  to  the  shop-assistants  the 
half-holiday,  and  then  to  listen  to  and  accede 
to  the  further  demand  as  to  their  having  one 
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parfeioular  day  in  the  week?  Surely,  it  mast 
argue  a  certain  amount  of  selfishness  and  in- 
gratitude on  the  part  of  these  young  men  when 
they  are  not  satisfied  with  getting  what  they 
first  asked  for,  which  was  a  half-holiday,  hut 
must  insist  on  having  it  on  a  certain  day,  when 
to  close  their  places  of  business  on  that  day, 
they  know  themselves,  and  their  employers 
know,  must  and  will  end  in  disastrous  loss  to 
&eir  employers.  Surely  we  are  not  here  to 
legislate  only  for  one  class.  Others  have  claims 
and  rights  to  be  considered;  others  have  sus- 
ceptibilities we  have  a  duty  to  consider ;  others 
have  righto  as  well  as  those ;  and  we  are  no 
true  representatives  of  the  people  unless  we 
give  to  all  sections  of  the  community  that 
liberty  of  conscience,  that  protection,  and 
that  justice  which  each  and  all  deserve 
alike.  Sir,  I  have  referred  incidentally  to  the 
fact  that  closing  on  Saturday  is  a  loss  to  the 
shopkeepers.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  this  is  proved  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt.  At  first  it  was  stated  that  any  trade 
that  lost  by  closing  on  Saturday  afternoon 
would  be  recouped  by  the  extra  trade  done 
during  the  other  days  of  the  week.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  shopkeepers  of  the  City  of 
Dunedin  —  an  expenence  which  I  have  no 
doubt  has  been  shared  in  by  the  shopkeepers 
of  other  large  cities— is  that  the  trade  lost  on 
Saturday  does  not  come  back  during  the  other 
days  of  the  week.  It  may  appear  strange,  at 
the  first  glance,  that  this  should  be  so,  but  if 
you  reason  the  matter  out  you  will  find  there 
IB  nothing  strange  about  it.  From  time  imme- 
morial Saturday  has  been  the  day  upon  which 
most  people,  especially  English  people,  do  their 
marketing.  Saturday  marketing  has  not  been 
the  growth  of  a  month,  of  a  year,  or  two  or 
three  years,  but  has  been  the  growth,  I  think 
I  may  say,  of  centuries;  and  it  is  the  day, 
and  the  only  day,  in  the  week  upon  which 
pe<n>le  will  come  from  the  country  districts 
and  spend  their  money  in  the  towns.  If  a  man 
— a  farmer,  we  will  say,  or  any  country  person 
— does  not  come  in  on  a  Saturday  afternoon 
to  the  markets  of  the  colony,  which  are  the 
principal  towns,  he  fails  to  come,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  at  other  times  during  the 
week.  It  may  be  asked,  "  What  does  it  mat- 
ter if  this  is  so  ?  What  does  it  matter  if  this 
causes  a  loss  of  trade  to  the  shopkeepers  ?  It  is 
gained  by  others  in  the  country  districts." 
That  may  be  true  to  a  large  extent;  but  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  chances  are 
very  considerably  in  favour  of  this  proposition : 
that  the  unfortunate  consumer  has  to  pay 
the  difference  between  the  prices  in  the  city, 
where  large  competition  exists,  and  those  higher 
prices  which  must  necessarily  prevail  in  the 
oountxy  district,  where  he  may  reside.  At  any 
rate,  it  is  useless  speaking  of  principles ;  it  is 
Qseless  asking  for  reasons.  We  have  got  the 
fact,— the  hard,  bald  fact  before  us  in  the  City 
of  Dunedin,  that,  after  prolonged  trial  most 
loyally  and  heroically  carried  out  by  the  ma- 
jority who  accepted  the  Saturday  half -holiday, 
tiiay  have  found,  as  a  result  of  that  trial, 
that  it  is  aa  I  have  atated;  and  that  la  a  fact 


beyond  which  we  cannot  and  must  not  go* 
And,  Sir,  if  t^iat  be  the  fact — and  I  challenge 
contradiction  of  it — then  I  say  again  to  you 
honourable  gentlemen  here,  have  you  not  a 
duty  to  give  some  heed  to  the  man  who  is  aa 
industrious  as  his  employ^,  who  has  gained  the 
means  of  becoming  an  employer  through  fru- 
gality, sobriety,  and  industry  ?  Are  you,  by 
legislation  of  this  kind,  which  is  hardly  any 
good  to  the  employ^— are  you  to  be  asked  to 
do  great  wrong. and  injury  to  the  employer?  I 
say  distinctly — and  I  challenge  contradiction 
upon  this  point — that  it  cannot  matter  to  an 
individual,  if  he  simply  v^ants  recreation,  if  he 
simply  wants  fresh  air,  if  he  simply  wants  the 
opportunity  to  improve  and  cultivate  his  mind 
—it  cannot  matter  to  that  person  whether  he 
gets  that  means  of  cultivation,  improvement, 
or  recreation  on  a  Wednesday,  Thursday,  or 
Saturday ;  and  therein  lies  the  whole  strength 
of  my  argument.  I  submit  very  humbly  to 
this  House  that  that  argument  is  irresistible. 
Now,  Sir,  there  are  many  and  various  reasons 
given  why  Saturday  should  be  made  the  com- 
pulsory d^,  besides  those  I  have  already  ad- 
vanced.  One  reason  I  have  heard  is  that 
if  Wednesday  or  Thursday  were  made  the 
half-holiday  compulsorily  it  would  affect  whole- 
sale houses,  factories,  et  cetera,  I  know  very 
well  that,  when  the  petition  was  being  hawked 
round  Dunedin  which  was  subsequently  pre- 
sented to  this  House,  the  canvassers  with  that 
petition  openly  stated,  in  dozens  and  hun- 
dreds of  cases,  in  order  to  obtain  signatures, 
**  If  you  do  not  sign  this  petition,  and  if  Satur- 
day is  not  made  the  compulsory  day  for  the 
half-holiday,  all  the  factories,  all  the  wholesale 
wfurehouses,  all  the  foundries,  and  those  places 
which  now  close  on  Saturday  will  be  compelled 
to  remain  open."  And  by  that  means  a  very 
large  number  of  signatures  (were  obtained.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  if  any  other  day  than  Satur- 
day is  made  the  half-holiday,  then  it  will  not 
affect  one  of  those  people  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree. Merchants  will  close  their  places  on 
Saturday,  professional  men  will  do  ditto,  and 
the  factories  and  the  foundries,  and,  in  point 
of  fact,  all  labour-employing  businesses  except 
the  retail  shops  will  observe  that  day  as  a  half* 
holiday  the  same  in  the  future  as  they  do  in 
the  present.  Another  reason  I  have  heard  why 
the  day  should  be  Saturday,  and  why  it  should 
be  mode  compulsory,  is  that  there  are  retail 
houses  which  carry  on  factory  business  in  addi- 
tion to  their  ordinary  retail  business.  That 
that  is  so  I  admit,  but  I  see  no  difficulty  in  the 
way  there  whatever.  If  it  were  fixed  that 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  should  be  the  day  for 
closing,  what  would  occur  would  be  simply 
this :  that  the  retail  shops — that  is,  the  places 
where  retail  goods  are  sold^would  be  closed 
on  Wednesday  afternoon ;  and,  whilst  they  were 
closed  to  thelpublic  for  the  purpose  of  selling, 
the  factory  hands  employed  in  the  same  build- 
ing would  remain  in  the  workshop,  and,  super- 
vised and  superintended  by  foremen  and  fore* 
women,  the  lactory  part  of  the  business  would 
be  carried  on  just  the  aame  aa  it  is  at  the 
praaent  time ;  and  thoae  factory  hands,  with 
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the  factory  hands  employed  in  factories  where 
nothing  else  but  factory  work  is  done,  would 
get  the  holiday  on  the  same  day  as.  at  present. 
It  may  be  said  that  it  is  quite  useless  for  me 
to  argue  about  Saturday  or  any  other  day 
being  made  a  compulsory  holiday,  because  in 
the  Bill  now  presented  to  the  House  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  local  bodies  shall  have  power  to 
alter  the  day  from  Saturday  to  another  day  if 
the  majority  of  the  representatives  of  the  local 
bodies  think  fit  so  to  do.  That  is  quite  true, 
but  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  this  matter  being 
referred  to  the  local  bodies  at  all.  I  say  it  will 
cause  a  considerable  amount  of  unnecessary 
expense  ;  it  will  also  cause  a  considerable 
amount  of  unnecessary  trouble,  bother,  and 
friction ;  and,  if  it  be  wise  to  legislate  in  this 
matter  at  all, — which  I  say  most  distinctly  it  is 
not, — then,  I  say,  whatever  legislation  is  to  be 
done  should  be  done  and  finished  in  this  House, 
&nd  there  should  be  no  further  bother  about 
it.  Now,  Sir,  I  would  put  this  case  before  the 
honourable  gentleman :  The  Bill  provides  that 
large  cities  and  suburbs  shall  be  grouped  to- 
gether, and  that  each  one  of  the  suburban  dis- 
tricts shall  send  a  member  to  a  conference, 
which  may  be  called  by,  I  think,  the  Mayor 
of  the  principal  town,  and  that  cities  shall 
aend  a  number  equal  to  the  number  sent  by 
the  suburbs  combined,  and  they  shall  sit  in 
conference  and  decide  what  day  shall  be  fixed 
upon.  At  first  sight,  that  appears  very  fair  to 
the  cities,  because  they  would  have  at  any  rate 
half  the  votes,  and  unless  something  peculiar 
occurred  they  would  be  very  likely  to  get  their 
way  if  they  were  all  unanimous.  But  there  is 
another  factor  to  be  thought  out  and  dealt  with 
that  I  would  point  out  to  this  House :  that  it 
is  not  so  good  for  a  principal  city  as  may  at 
first  sight  appear,  and  for  this  very  simple  rea- 
son: that,  I  believe,  the  suburbs  of  the  princi- 
pal cities  have  already  found  that  by  the  shops 
in  those  cities  closing  on  Saturday  their  small 
businesses  in  the  suburbs  are  considerably 
augmented ;  and,  that  being  the  case,  probably 
sufficient  influence  may  be  brought  to  bear 
to  get  the  representatives  of  the  suburban 
boroughs  to  keep  the  day  Saturday,  in  order 
that  they  may  continue  to  reap  the  benefit 
they  are  already  reaping  through  the  shops 
in  the  principal  cities  being  closed  on  Satur- 
day. People  do  not  go  so  readily  to  the  prin- 
cipal city  during  any  other  of  the  working- 
days.  Now,  I  am  certain  of  this :  that  if  this 
Bill  be  thrown  out,  either  in  this  House  or  in 
the  other,  no  trouble  at  all  will  ensue;  and, 
before  I  go  further,  I  may  say  that  I  do  not 
think  the  House  is  acting  in  a  manful  way  in 
honourable  members  giving  their  votes  for  a 
measure  which  they  dislike  and  do  not  wish  to 
see  passed,  simply  because  they  think  the  other 
Chamber  will  give  the  Bill  the  coup  de  grace. 
A  member  should  vote  according  to  his  con- 
science, and  not  leave  to  his  brother  in  the 
higher  Chamber  the  task  of  doing  what  he  is 
ashamed  to  do  himself.  As  I  have  said,  if 
this  Bill  should  b^  rejected  by  this  Chamber, 
which  I  trust  it  will  be,  no  harm  will  re- 
|ult.  to  the  shopkeepers'  assistants,  ^^^y  ^^^ 
Mr.  Fish 


get  their  half-holiday,  and  I  cannot  see,  as 
I  have  already  said,  that  it  matters  to  them 
which  day  it  is ;  and  if  the  shopkeepers  find 
there  is  to  be  no  further  interference  by  the 
Legislature  they  will  take,  almost  universally, 
some  day  other  than  Saturday  which  will  suit 
them,  and  things  will  go  quite  swimmingly  and 
well.  I  would  say  that,  unless  strong  reasons 
are  given,  this  Chamber  should  hesitate  in  the 
adoption  of  coercive  legislation  of  any  kind 
whatever.  If  the  amelioration  of  a  certain 
class  of  workers  can  be  brought  about  without 
coercive  legislation  being  passed  by  Parliament, 
then  it  is  far  wiser  that  we  should  not  pass 
such  legislation, — because  I  do  not  think  I  am 
wrong  in  hazarding  the  opinion  that  the  people 
of  this  colony  are  beginning  to  awake  to  the 
fact  that  they  are  getting  too  much  coercive 
legislation,  and  that  Parliament  is  seeking 
to  control  and  fetter  too  much  the  action  of 
the  individual.  I  have  warned  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  will  warn  him  again, 
that  this  coercion  will  have  an  effect  that 
will  surprise  many  more  besides  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Enough  is  enough,  Sir,  but  too 
much  of  a  good  thing  is  not  good  for  anybody. 
I  will  warn  the  shopkeepers'  assistants  that  if 
they  go  too  far  in  this  matter,  and  are  not  satis- 
fied with  the  inestimable  boon  already  con- 
ferred upon  them,  it  will  react  against  them, 
and  the  inevitable  effect  will  be  the  reduction 
of  their  salaries,  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  has  so  ably 
pointed  out,  or  the  introduction  of  that  very 
pernicious  system  of  pajnnent  by  the  hour. 
And  let  me  again  say  to  the  shopkeepers' 
assistants,  they  are  demanding  and  receiving 
more  consideration  than  the  labourers  and 
artiseins  of  the  colony.  What  do  we  do  with 
our  workmen  ?  They  have  had  a  Saturday  half- 
holiday,  not  by  law  but  by  custom  and  com- 
mon consent,  for  years  and  years.  There  is  no 
employer  in  trade  who  for  one  moment  seeks 
to  say  there  shall  be  no  Saturday  half-holiday. 
What  is  the  position  of  working-men  who 
take  a  Saturday  half -holiday?  They  are  paid 
so  much  per  day,  so  much  per  hour ;  and  for 
every  half-holiday,  not  only  Saturday  but  other 
days — fast-days,  and  so  forth — the  workers, 
the  mechanics,  the  labourers  of  all  trades 
and  branches,  lose  their  pay.  And  therefore 
I  say  that  the  shopkeepers'  assistants  occupy 
an  immeasurably  better  position  than  their 
brother-workers  do  of  whom  I  have  spoken; 
for  shop-assistants  get  paid  for  holidays,  such 
as  the  Queen's  Birthday,  and  others,  and 
that  is  not  the  case  with  the  mechanic  or 
the  labourer,  as  my  honourable  friends  per- 
fectly well  know.  Looking  at  these  things  in 
this  light,  I  do  not  think  it  wise  to  pass 
this  legislation  when  in  all  probability  the 
effect  of  it  will  be  to  react  against  the  very 
class  for  whose  benefit  we  are  legislating.  I 
am  as  sincere  in  this  matter  as  any  one  can 
be ;  I  am  as  earnest  in  my  advocacy  now  as 
I  have  been  in  the  past,  and  shall  be  in  th^ 
future,  of  all  legitimate  means  for  ameliorating 
the  condition  of  workers  of  any  description, 
but  I  shall  m)t  go  one  inch  beypn^d  what  it  Js 
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necessary  to  confer  on  those  people,  if  ife  is  in 
tke  direction  of  ^injuring  other  people.  That  is 
the  position  I  have  always  taken  up,  and  I 
Bhall  not,  under  any  circumstances,  hudge  one 
single  inch  from  it.  One  man  is  as  good  to 
me  as  another,  and,  while  I  shall  do  my  best 
to  support  labour,  I  shall  not  be  one  to  ille- 
gitimately hurt  or  destroy  the  interests  of  the 
employer.  Another  effect  of  this  legislation 
^ill  be  the  absolute  ruin  of  all  small  shop- 
keepers. And  any  one  who  keeps  his  eyes 
open  will  see  that  the  large  shopkeepers,  for 
whom  some  honourable  members  profess  to 
have  no  sympathy,  hail  this  measure  with 
pnuch  satisfaction,  because  they  see  as  clearly 
as  I  do  that  it  simply  means  the  extinction 
of  the  small  trader.  Surely  our  legislation 
should  not  tend  to  destroy  the  small  shop- 
keeper. As  I  have  pointed  out,  the  shop- 
assistants  get  the  immeasurable  boon  of  a 
half-holiday ;  and  why  should  they  insist  on 
saying  what  that  day  shall  be?  Now,  I  have 
been  told  that,  because  I  am  taking  up  this 
position,  I  shall  lose  the  votes  of  those  of  my 
constituents  who  are  shop-assistants;  but  I 
know  that  among  those  men  there  are  plenty 
who  are  possessed  of  common-sense  and  sound 
judgment;  and  I  say  that,  notwithstanding 
the  attitude  I  am  taking  up,  which  is  a  bold 
and  manly  one,  I  shall  get  a  large  number  of 
their  votes.  But  if  it  were  to  cost  me  every 
vote  of  the  shopkeepers*  assistants  in  what- 
ever constituency  I  sliall  aspire  to  at  the 
next  election,  I  should  still  pursue  the  course 
I  think  to  be  the  right  one,  utterly  regardless 
of  consequences  in  a  political  sense.  I  shall 
be  told  by-and-by  by  the  Minister  that  this 
is  a  measure  of  the  greatest  importance — if 
he  condescends  to  say  anything; — and  that 
he  takes  great  interest  in  the  matter,  Sir,  is 
evidenced  by  the  close  attention  he  is  paying 
now  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  the  keen 
intelligence  with  which  he  has  listened  to 
the  arguments  of  those  who  are  opposed  to 
him,  seeing  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
absent  from  his  place.  It  is  really  creditable 
to  the  Gk>vemment,  and  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  that  he  should  show  this  great 
attention  to  what  he  will  presently  tell  us,  if 
he  deigns  to  speak  at  all,  is  labour  legislation 
of  the  greatest  importance.  I  look  around 
me,  Sir,  and  what  I  thought  was  a  figure  I 
find  to  be  space — emptiness.  The  Minister 
is  not  here  looking  alter  this  important  legis- 
lation he  is  bringing  in.  What  a  sorry  spec- 
tacle is  this:  that  the  Minister  of  Labour, 
when  one  of  his  bantlings  is  waiting  to  be 
brought  into  active  life,  is  conspicuous  by  his 
absence!  I  was  about  to  say,  when  my 
attention  was  diverted  by  the  shadow  which 
I  thought  I  discerned  there,  that  this  is  not 
labour  legislation  at  all,  in  the  true  sense, 
and  I  think  those  honourable  members  who 
call  themselves  labour  representatives  with 
myself  will  admit  as  much  as  that.  Now,  I 
have  had.  Sir,  a  considerable  correspondence 
r— letters  sent  to  me  by  gentlemen  in  Dunedin 
who  are  greatly  interested  in  this  Bill,  be- 
cause they  Ipxow  thait  if  this   legislation  is 


passed,  and  this  Bill  is  carried,  they  will  be 
done  an  irreparable  injury,  which  they  say 
no  legislation  and  no  local  body  has  any 
right  to  infiict  upon  them.  They  remind  me, 
in  terms  most  pathetic  and  true,  that  what 
they  have  gained  they  have  gained  by  honest 
industry,  arduous  toil,  and  strict  sobriety  and 
attention  to  business.  They  fail  to  see  the 
justice  of  any  Legislature  or  local  body  saying 
to  them  that  they  shall  not  have  opportuni- 
ties of  continuing  to  earn  their  bread  by 
honesty  and  thrift  in  the  future  as  they  have 
done  in  the  past,  and  they  feel  bitterly  that 
legislation  of  this  kind  should  be  pressed  to 
their  detriment  and  possible  ruin.  And  no 
wonder  that  they  write  and  speak  in  no  hesi- 
tating tones  to  a  man  whose  sympathies  they 
think  they  can  secure,  and  whose  sympa- 
thies they  have  got.  I  will  read  to  the  House, 
if  it  will  permit  me,  a  few  sentences  which 
I  have  culled  from  the  sheaf  of  letters  I  have 
received  on  the  subject  from  men  whose  live- 
lihood is  threatened  by  this  Bill.  They  say, 
generally,  that  they  do  not  want  any  further 
legislation,  but  they  fear  they  are  not  strong 
enough,  or  that  their  friends  in  this  House 
are  not  strong  enough,  to  prevent  that,  and 
in  some  letters  they  submit  alternative  pro- 
posals if  they  cannot  escape  legislation.  One 
says,  **In  respect  of  the  day,  Wednesday  oc 
Thursday  by  all  means  rather  than  Saturday ; 
but  better  still  leave  the  law  as  it  is,  or  better 
again,  repeal  the  law  of  last  session."  There 
was  a  very  large  meeting  of  shopkeepers  held 
in  Dunedin,  and  they  passed  certain  resoln- 
tions,  amongst  other  things;  and  they  had 
a  long  conversation  over  their  impending 
troubles.  They  carried  this  request  to  me: 
**  (1.)  Vote  against  the  whole  Bill.  (2.)  Vote 
against  a  compulsory  half-holiday  on  Satur- 
day. (3.)  If  there  must  be  a  compulsory  half- 
holiday,  make  it  Wednesday  or  Thursday." 
Another  corres|)ondent  says, — 

*'  The  mischief  done  by  the  Saturday  half- 
holiday  is  now  so  fully  recognised  that  we 
believe  large  numbers  of  shops  now  closing 
will  open  on  Saturdays  if  the  Act  is  left  as 
it  is,  and  matters  will  be  brought  to  a  crisis 
so  far  as  the  day  is  concerned.  A  boot  shop, 
which  used  to  take  £100  on  Saturday,  now 
never  gets  to  £5,  and  does  not  make  it  up." 

There  has  been  a  petition  presented  to  this 
House,  presumably  containing  a  large  num- 
ber of  signatures.  I  went  attentively  over 
those  signatures,  and  I  discovered,  myself, 
quite  easily,  that  fully  one-third  of  the  names 
were  bogus;  they  were  names  which  had  no 
right  to  bo  there  at  all.  The  petitions  were 
signed  by  a  large  number  of  women  of  all  de- 
scriptions ;  they  were  signed  by  a  large  number 
of  young  girls ;  and  they  were  signed,  some- 
times, five,  six,  and  seven  times  over  by  the 
same  person.  A  correspondent  of  mine,  writing 
from  Dunedin,  has  given  me  an  instance  of 
what  happened  at  a  concert  he  was  at  one 
Saturday  evening.  He  was  attending  a  con- 
cert at  the  Garrison  Hall  with  a  friend,  and  a 
gentleman,  with  a  petition,  came  round  and 
asked    him    and   his    friend    to    sign.      He 
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ihoaght  to  himself,  "  Oh  I  it  is  all  right ;  I 
don't  car8  whether  I  sign  it  or  not.  Yes, 
I  will  sign  it.'*  They  presently  moved  to  an- 
other part  of  the  hall,  and  they  were  asked  to 
sign  again ;  and,  heing,  as  he  said,  of  a  very 
accommodating  turn  of  mind,  he  signed  the 
petition  again.  They  shifted  twice  again  during 
the  evening,  and  signed  twice  more,  and  on 
going  out  they  fiigned  again.  Five  times  these 
two  men  signed  in  this  building.  There  were 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  at  the  concert ; 
and  yet  it  will  surprise  honourable  gentlemen 
to  learn  that  the  petition  received  no  fewer 
than  one  thousand  five  hundred  signatures  at 
that  meeting.  Then,  my  correspondent  states 
that  on  the  following  day  the  petition  was 
brought  to  his  house  in  Castle  Street,  and  he 
signed  again,  and  later  in  the  day  the  petition 
was  once  more  presented  to  him,  and  he  signed 
it  twice  more.  That  gentleman's  name  was  on 
the  petition  seven  times.  I  suppose  he  signed 
it  in  order  to  show  the  value  of  such  peti- 
tions. At  the  corners  of  streets,  and  at  the 
fountain  in  the  Square,  young  boys  and  youths 
were  seen  signing  these  petitions  over  and 
over  a^ain.  And  this  is  what  we  are  asked 
to  believe  is  a  bond  fide  petition,  and  should 
have  some  weight  with  this  Chamber.  I  would 
not  give  a  snap  of  the  finger  for  nine  petitions 
out  of  every  ten  presented  to  either  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  My  correspondent  goes  on  to 
say,— 

*'  The  petition  presented  in  favour  of  Satur- 
day is  about  the  biggest  fraud  ever  attempted 
to  be  foisted  upon  a  Legislature  and  a  com- 
munity', but,  as  this  has  been  publicly  pro- 
claimed by  responsible  men,  and  no  response 
made  or  contradiction  attempted,  the  matter 
may  be  dismissed." 

Then,  another  correspondent  says, — 

**It  should  always  be  kept  in  view  that  a 
half- holiday  means  from  a  business  point  of 
view  a  whole  holiday  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. Mr.  Emery,  of  Inglis's,  and  a  number  of 
others,  assured  me  that  it  is  so,  an'd  that  if 
they  did  not  pay  their  hands  for  the  half-day, 
and  kept  their  doors  closed,  there  would  be  an 
absolute  profit.  There  never  was  much  busi- 
ness done  on  a  Saturday  morning,  and  since 
the  country  people  have  ceased  to  come  in 
there  is  less  of  course." 

Now,  I  am  a  trader,  and  I  can  vouch  from 
my  own  knowledge  for  the  entire  accuracy  of 
the  statement  made  there.  We  know  that  in 
the  large  drapery  and  boot  shops  the  whole 
morning  is  occupied  by  the  hands  of  the  esta- 
blishment in  getting  the  stock  in  order,  in 
sweeping  out  the  place,  and  getting  ready  for 
the  afternoon's  and  evening's  trade.  Therefore, 
if  they  lose  the  afternoon's  and  evening's  trade, 
they  might  just  as  well — as  my  correspondent 
Bays— be  closed  for  the  whole  day,  and  if  they 
did  not  pay  the  men  for  the  morning's  half- 
holiday  it  would  be  an  absolute  profit  to  the 
shopkeeper.    Another  correspondent  says, — 

**  It  is  quite  plain  that  the  feeling  is  growing 
on  the  public  mind  that  this  class  of  legislation 
is  improper  and  undesirable.  It  is  estimated 
that  in  Qeorge  Street  alone  the  yearly  loss  is 


£70,000.  If  the  loss  to  the  whole  city  is  any- 
thing like  that — and  I  am  certain  it  is  more — 
surely  the  thing  is  serious  enough." 

I  presented  a  petition  to  this  House,  signed 
by  251  shopkeepers,  and  my  correspondent  who 
sent  me  the  petition  says  in  relation  to  it, — 

**  There  are  251  signatures.  Many  more 
could  have  been  got  in  the  suburbs  if  we  had 
taken  time,  but  five  or  six  of  us  have  done 
all  the  work  ourselves,  and  we  could  not  spare 
the  time.  They  are  all  genuine  signatures  of 
shopkeepers.  My  work  in  collecting  signatures 
has  opened  my  eyes  in  an  unexpected  manner 
to  the  state  of  feeling  amongst  the  shopkeepers 
and  working-men  carrying  on  small  businesses. 
Many  of  them  are  intensely  bitter  at  Messrs. 
Pinkerton  and  Earnshaw  for  supporting  this 
restrictive  class  of  legislation.  Many  aver,  as 
is  stated  in  the  petition,  that  they  will  defy 
the  law  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  and  will  do  busi- 
ness at  the  back-door  if  they  cannot  do  it  by 
the  front — a  nice  state  of  things,  tending  greatly 
to  create  law-abiding  citizens!  Numbers  of 
them  reminded  me  that  Mr.  Earnshaw  had 
stated  that  he  admitted  that  many  small  shop- 
keepers would  have  to  go  to  the  wall  as  the 
result  of  Liberal  legislation ;  but  it  cannot  be 
helped,  he  said.  *A  nice  sentiment,  surely,* 
they  said,  *to  come  from  a  labour  candidate 
and  man  of  the  people.'  *  Lord  t  how  some  of 
them  did  rave !  *  *  No  more  labour  candidates 
for  me,'  was  stated  over  and  over  again." 

My  correspondent  is  known  to  almost  every 
Otago  member.  He  is  a  man  of  the  highest 
respectability,  of  the  greatest  probity,  and  of 
extensive  and  large  intelligence ;  and  I  believe 
that  not  only  is  he  uttering  the  sentunents 
coming  from  his  own  wounded  heart,  but  he 
is  echoing  the  sentiments  of  the  large  bulk  of 
the  middle-classes  in  Dunedin,  and  the  large 
bulk  of  the  better  class  of  our  working  fellow- 
colonists  ;  and  I  am  perfectly  certain,  in  saying 
this,  that  the  intelligence  that  is  inherent  in  the 
masses,  and  which  is  exceeded  possibly  by  that 
of  the  middle-classes,  is  being  stirred  up  by  this 
constant  and  irritating  interference  with  their 
liberties  and  their  traide.  They  are  irritated 
up  to  the  extent  that  is  in  accordance  with  the 
old  saying,  that  *'  It  is  the  last  straw  which 
breaks  the  camel's  back."  Much  more  of  this 
will  tend  to  change  law-abiding  citizens  into 
open,  or  covert  and  secret,  defiers  of  the  law  ; 
and  I  ask  again,  is  that  a  state  of  civilisation 
which  we  ought  to  be  proud  to  bring  about 
in  this  beautiful  colony?  I  speak  to-night 
with  a  sense  of  great  responsibility  upon  me, 
not  only  on  account  of  the  men  whose  cause 
I  plead,  but  also  to  a  large  extent  on  account 
of  myself.  I  may  be  doing  that  which  may 
injure  me  politically  considerably.  I  do  not 
know.  I  do  not  care.  So  long  as  I  know,  oc 
feel,  I  am  doing  right,  I  care  not  one  single 
rush  for  the  consequences  which  may  overtake 
me,  politically'  speaking.  But,  Sir,  I  would 
appeal  to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  that 
he  has  awakened  to  wisdom — to  say  that  he  is 
trying  to  mend  the  evil  courses  of  the  last  two 
years. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— What  eonrsee  ? 
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Kr.  FISH.— I  am  not  olladizig  to  the  coane 
I  supported.  I  am  alluding  to  other  and  more 
deTiouB  courses  which  my  oommon-Bense  and 
sense  of  justice  would  not  allow  me  to  follow 
him  in.  That  is  the  portion  of  his  policy  I  am 
referring  to. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Not  to  the  Shop-hours  Bill? 

Mr.  FISH.— And  the  honourahle  gentleman 
would  do  well  to  report  progress  on  this  Bill, 
and  let  us  hear  of  it  no  more.  It  would  he  far 
hotter  for  him  gracefully  to  give  way  to  what  he 
must  know  is  the  prevailing  sentiment  in  the 
land  than  to  have  his  vanity  hurled  back  upon 
him  by  another  Chamber.  Let  him  take  advice 
from  a  gentleman  who  is  desirous  of  being  his 
friend,  who  is  desirous  of  doing  that  which 
will  rehabilitate  him  politically  in  the  eyes  of 
the  multitude,  and  let  him  try  to  gain  the 
abiding  respect  of  the  working. classes  to  whom 
he  panders  too  much  now,  and  he  will  also 
gain,  if  he  takes  my  advice  and  follows  it,  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. The  views  I  have  vexy  humbly,  and 
unintelligibly  I  fear,  endeavoured  to  give  utter- 
ance to  to-night  are  shared  by  all  the  large 
centres  of  the  public.  I  have  in  my  hand  now 
resolutions  that  were  passed  at  a  very  large 
meeting  of  shopkeepers  held  in  Christchurch. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Hulbert,  who,  I  think,  occupied  at  one 
time  the  position  of  Mayor,  presided  at  a  meet- 
ing ;  and  these  were  the  resolutions  that  were 
passed : — 

"That  the  shopkeepers  and  retail  traders 
of  Christchurch  and  suburbs  strongly  protest 
against  the  compulsory  clauses  in  the  Shop- 
hours  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  considering 
the  same  to  be  unnecessary  and  tyrannical. 

"They  submit  that  the  Act  now  in  force 
regulating  the  hours  of  labour  and  providing 
holidays  for  shop-assistants  meets  all  require- 
ments. 

'*  They  further  submit  that,  as  yet,  no  proof 
has  been  adduced  as  to  the  necessity  for  shop- 
keepers being  specially  selected  for  such  ex- 
ceptional legislation.'* 

Well,  those  are  the  opinions  of  the  Christ- 
church shopkeepers.  They  are  the  opinions  of 
the  Dunedin  shopkeepers.  I  believe  they  are 
the  opinions  of  the  Wellington  shopkeepers. 
For  Auckland  I  cannot  speak,  but  I  have  no 
doubt,  with  the  good  sense  with  which  they  are 
usually  justly  credited,  that  their  opinions  are 
much  in  the  direction  of  those  I  have  given 
utterance  to.  Now,  considering  all  these 
things,  would  it  not  be  wiser  on  the  part  of  the 
Minister  to  accept  a  friendly  resolution  that  is 
now  before  the  House,  and  vote  that  the  Bill 
be  committed  this  day  three  months  ?  It  may 
be  said,  possibly,  by  the  honourable  member — I 
do  not  think  it  will  be,  or  by  any  other  honour- 
able member— that  I  am  acting  inconsistently 
to-night.  I  am  doing  nothing  of  the  kind.  I 
thought  so !  I  have  found  the  honourable  gentle- 
man out.  My  knowledge  of  the  honourable 
fntleman  has  enabled  me  to  find  him  oat. 
shall  defy  him  to  say  that  I  have  done  any- 
thing inconsistent.  I  have  never  gone  the 
Ung&  of  this  Bill. 


•  Mr.  BEEVES.- Oh  t  you  went  a  great  deal 
farther. 

Mr.  FISH.— Then  I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
it.  I  took  up  this  question  of  the  half-holiday 
for  the  shop-assistants  before  the  honourable 
gentleman  became  a  Liberal  at  all.  My  Libe- 
ralism was  the  result  of  ^ears  of  study.  My 
advocacy  of  Liberal  legislation  was  not  a 
sudden  growth.  It  was  not  a  flower  to  bloom 
suddenly  and  then  to  fade  away  with  the  first 
parching  winds.  My  Liberalism  grew  up  with 
me  from  boyhood  to  manhood,  and  it  still 
remains  a  hale  tree  yet.  I  have  never  gone 
the  length  the  honourable  gentleman  has  de- 
sired to  go:   and  let  me  tell  him  this 

Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  is  going  for 
a  book,  I  know,  in  order  to  convict  me  of 
some  tremendous  inconsistency.  He  need  not 
trouble  himself.  I  will  add  to  what  I  have 
already  said  that,  if  he  can  convict  me  of 
having  said  twenty  times  less  or  more  than  I 
have  said  now,  it  will  not  alter  my  ideas  one 
bit,  because  I  need  not  remind  him  of  what  he 
has  often  been  reminded,  that  wise  men  change 
their  opinions,  fools  never.  I  believe  I  am 
advocating  the  honest  and  the  best  course,  not 
only  for  the  shop-assistants,  for  whom  this 
legislation  is  desired  to  be  carried,  but  for  the 
community  generally ;  and  I  hope  that  I  have 
impressed  one  or  two  members  of  this  House 
with  the  desirability  of  eschewing  party  alto- 
gether in  the  consideration  of  this  Bill,  and 
if  their  honest  convictions  lead  them  to  the 
opinion  that  this  Bill  is  not  desirable,  and  not 
wise  to  pass,  I  ask  them  as  men  of  common- 
sense  and  honour,  as  they  are,  irrespective  of 
party,  to  go  into  the  lobby  that  their  conscience 
directs  them  to  go  into. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— I  do  not  intend  to  pro- 
long this  debate,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  but 
I  should  not  like  it  to  fall  through  without 
saying  a  few  words.  I  do  wish  to  say  this :  that 
I  think,  if  the  mass  of  the  people  were  looking 
round  this  Assembly  now,  when  a  measure  of 
this  importance  is  being  discussed,  and  saw  the 
state  of  the  Ministerial  benches,  the  attitude 
assumed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  Bill,  and  saw  members  all  round  asleep, 
or  half  asleep,  when  the  Bill  is  being  discussed, 
they  would  not  think  very  highly  of  their 
representatives. 

Mr.  REEVES.— What  attitude  ? 

Mr.  BOLLESTON. —  Partly  out  of  the 
House,  and  partly  lying  at  full  length,  and 
generally  showing  a  carelessness  of  attitude. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  think  that  is  exceedingly 
rude.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  often 
asleep  himself. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  am  not  in  a  position 
of  responsibility  like  the  honourable  gentleman 
— ^in  charge  of  a  Bill  of  the  largest  importance 
of  any  that  could  come  before  the  House.  This 
Bill  involves  a  large  amount  of  suffering,  as, 
I  believe,  to  numbers  of  persons ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  a  Bill  that  professes  to  be  in 
the  interests  of  some  classes  of  the  commanity, 
whereas  I  believe  that,  on  the  whole,  the  BUI 
will  be  misohievons.  I  only  wish  to  indicate 
my  own  feeling  on  this  BUI.  I  have  thought 
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a  great  deal  on  this  subject.  I  approached  it 
on  previous  occasions  with  a  desire  to  support 
it;  but  after  mature  consideration  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  put  on  the  statute-book  a  Bill  that  would 
satisfactorily  deal  with  this  question.  I  am 
confident  that  this  particular  Bill  is,  first  of 
all  I  opposed  to  principles  which  I  myself  have 
always  endeavoured  to  support  and  'advocate 
— those  of  personal  liberty.  Sir,  it  is  against 
the  interests,  as  I  believe,  of  a  large  class  of 
retail  dealers  who  are  struggling  in  the  world, 
endeavouring  to  carry  on  an  honest  trade  and 
make  an  honest  living.  It  is,  I  believe,  against 
the  interests  of  the  working-men,  and  is  certain 
sooner  or  later  to  interfere  vnth  wages.  It  is 
impossible  for  the  Legislature  to  touch  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  and  to  insist  upon  proposals 
of  this  kind  without  ultimately  affecting  the 
wages  and  material  comfort  and  happiness  of 
those  who  are  most  concerned.  Sir,  I  think 
the  Bill  will  work  disastrously  with  regard  to 
a  large  class  of  the  people  who  now  have  a 
half-holiday  on  the  Saturday.  It  will  interfere 
with  school-teachers  and  with  others  who  make 
Saturday  their  shopping-day.  It  is  absolutely 
impossible  so  to  legislate  as  between  trade  and 
trade  as  not  to  do  injustice.  If  you  take  the 
butchers  or  fruiterers,  they  must  either  break 
the  law  or  be  ruined.  That  is  the  conclusion  I 
have  come  to  with  regard  to  it.  I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  the  House.  I  shall  vote  against  the 
Bill  sadly,  because  I  should  like  to  see  the 
half-holiday  established  if  it  could  be  done,  but 
without  the  slightest  hesitation  I  shall  vote 
against  this  Bill,  because  it  is  impracticable, 
and  because  the  details  of  it  have  not  been 
fully  worked  out.  This  Bill  insists  upon  Satur- 
day being  a  compulsory  half-holiday,  but  al- 
lows the  day  to  be  altered  by  the  local  bodies. 
How  is  that  to  be  done  ?  By  special  order  of  a 
Municipality.  How  long  will  it  take  to  give 
effect  to  the  special  order  of  the  Municipality  ? 
Four  solid  weeks  at  the  least.  In  the  case  of 
Ghristchurch,  where  the  whole  of  the  surround- 
ing district  does  its  business  on  Saturday,  it  will 
take  four  weeks  to  have  a  special  order  of  the 
Municipality  of  Ghristchurch  given  effect  to — 
if  you  can  get  it,  and  it  is  not  at  all  certain  vou 
may  get  it.  Further  than  that,  the  city  has 
to  come  to  an  agreement  with  I  do  not  know 
how  many  boroughs — but  four  or  five  would  be 
within  the  mark — before  they  can  decide  as 
to  the  day  to  be  observed  as  a  holiday.  Is  it 
a  right  thing  that  the  whole  of  the  population 
of  that  large  district  should  be  inconvenienced 
for  four  or  five  weeks  ?  It  shows  a  cruel  care- 
lessness of  the  interests  of  those  people  to  pro- 
pose such  a  thing.  I  have  done.  If  this  Bill 
is  carried  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it 
will  do  a  gross  injustice  to  a  large  part  of  the 
community. 

.  Mr.  SHERA. — I  listened  with  very  great 
attention  to  the  speeches  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Fish) :  and  I  may  say  it  gives  me  very  great 
pleasure  when  I  can  agree  occasionally  with 
any  of  their  views.  To-night,  I  regret  to  say, 
Mr.  BoUeston 


I  cannot  agree  with  any  of  the  views  they 
have  advanced  in  connection  with  this  Bill. 
The  views  I  hold  in  reference  to  the  Bill  are 
diametrically  opposed  to  everything  they  have 
said.  The  large  shopkeepers  in  Auckland,  I 
believe,  are  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  the  great 
mass  of  the  small  traders  are  in  favour  of  the 
Bill,  and  also  the  shop-assistants.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  spoke  for  Ghrist- 
church, Wellington,  and  Dunedin.  Whether 
he  spoke  correctly  or  not  I  cannot  say,  but  I 
am  satisfied  of  this :  that  the  ghosts  of  disaster 
he  raised  up  were  the  mere  phantoms  of  his 
own  brain.  He  has  spoken  of  his  Liberalism, 
and  how  it  budded,  bloomed,  and  blossomed: 
he  omitted  to  tell  us  how  it  faded.  I  am  just 
reminded  it  was  something  like  Jonah's  gourd 
—it  came  in  the  night,  and  it  vanished  in  the 
night.  He  has  deserted  the  shop  -  skssistants 
and  shopkeepers :  because  the  shopkeepers  want 
the  holiday  just  as  much  as  the  shop-assist- 
ants. I  must  say  I  have  very  great  pleasure 
in  congratulating  the  Minister  on  the  Bill  as 
it  has  now  come  down  from  the  Labour  Bills 
Gommittee,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  through  Gom- 
mittee  to-night.  I  would  just  draw  attention 
to  one  amendment  in  a  clause  which  has  been. 
inserted  by  the  Labour  Bills  Gommittee,  and 
I  think  it  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  a 
great  many  traders  throughout  the  colony  who 
are  opposed  to  the  general  principle  of  the  Bill 
— that  is,  the  general  principle  of  the  half-holi- 
day on  Saturday.  It  is  just  this:  There  is  a 
power  given  to  Borough  Councils  to  appoint  a 
special  day  in  respect  to  any  special  class  of 
shops.  This  will  meet  the  case  of  fruiterers, 
butchers,  barbers,  and  others,  who  may  make 
known  their  wishes  to  the  local  authorities, 
who  no  doubt  will  comply  with  their  wishes. 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  motion 
for  the  committal  of  the  Bill,  and  in  votinff 
against  the  amendment.  I  hope  the  Bill  will 
go  through  Gommittee  to-night. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  intend  to  vote  for  the  Bill 
going  into  Gommittee,  but  I  intend  to  propose 
some  amendments  to  it,  which  ^  I  hope  the 
Gommittee  will  agree  to.  I  would  first  of  all 
point  out  that,  I  think,  the  class  of  shops 
for  which  there  is  to  be  a  compulsory  half* 
holiday  will  have  to  be  altered.  I  do  not 
think  we  can  do  better  than  copy  the  English 
Act  of  1882.  That  Act  was  most  carefully 
drawn  and  thought  out.  Now,  in  that  Act  the 
word  '*  shop  "  is  thus  defined :  " '  Shop  *  means 
retail  and  wholesale  shops,  markets,  stalls,  and 
warehouses  in  which  assistants  are  employed 
for  hire,  eind  includes  licensed  publichouses 
and  refreshment-houses  of  any  kind."  That 
is  the  English  law.  I  do  not  understand,  if  we 
are  going  to  have  a  Shop-hours  Bill  such  as 
the  Bill  before  us,  why,  for  example,  a  fruiterer 
who  sells  fruit  is  to  have  his  place  shut  up, 
and  the  publichouse  that  sells  whiskey  is  to 
be  allowed  to  keep  open.  I  say  that  is  utterly 
wrong,  and  against  the  good  of  the  community. 
Therefore  I  submit  that  you  must  be  consistent. 
I  do  not  say  the  publichouses  should  be  shut 
up,  but  I  do  say  the  bars  of  the  publichouses 
must  be  deemed  to  be  shops.    I   appeal  td 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1893.] 


Shops  and 


[HOUSE.]  Shop-assistants  Bill. 


653 


honourable  members  here  to  say  if  that  is  not 
a  proper  amendment.  I  think,  myself,  the 
Saturday  half-holiday  will  not  work.  I  think 
you  will  have  an  agitation  for  some  other  day 
of  the  week,  because  people  are  accustomed  to 
do  their  marketing  on  Saturday,  and  for  that 
reason  I  do  not  think  it  would  work  at  all. 
The  next  thing  I  desire  to  say  is  this :  that  in 
regard  to  the  shops  outside  the  towns  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  absurd  to  say  the  assistants  there 
shall  have  a  half-holiday.  To  say  that  the 
assistants  in  a  country  store  shall  have  a 'half- 
holiday  is  simply  laughable.  The  fact  is  that 
the  assistant  in  a  country  store  five  days  in 
the  week  has  nothing  to  do. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs. — Oh  ! 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— He  is  out  of  doors,  at  all 
events,  if  he  is  doing  any  work.  He  is  doing 
less  work,  I  undertake  to  say,  than  any  plough- 
man or  farm-servant  in  the  country ;  and  it  is 
therefore  absurd  to  say  that  the  shop-assistant 
in  a  country  store  shall  have  a  half-holiday. 
Clause  7  is  absolutely  unnecessary.  I  can  only 
say  it  would  not  do  in  a  great  number  of 
country  stores ;  and,  if  you  do  compel  the  assist- 
ants in  those  places  to  have  a  half-holiday, 
where  are  they  to  go?  The  thing  is  utterly 
unworkable.  Well,  then,  clause  3  states  that 
"All  shops  in  a  city,  borough,  or  town  dis- 
trict, except  restaurants  and  eating-houses, 
shall  be  closed  in  each  week  on  the  afternoon  of 
Saturday  at  the  hour  of  one  of  the  clock."  I 
do  not  see  why  a  coffee-house  should  be  treated 
differently  from  a  restaurant,  yet  "coffee- 
house "  has  been  struck  out  by  the  Labour  Bills 
Committee.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  a 
distinction  between  them.  A  coffee-house  is 
really  a  restaurant. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — "  Coffee-house"  is  struck 
out. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— I  know  it  is,  but  I  want  to 
know  why.  I  want  to  know  why  "  coffee-house  " 
should  be  struck  out  of  the  class  that  is  ex- 
empted, and  "  restaurant "  kept  in.  I  submit 
that  "  fruiterer  "  ought  to  go  in  as  well,  because 
fruiterers'  shops  come  under  exactly  the  same 
category  as  restaurants.  Then,  another  thing 
also  is  this :  I  see  that  the  Bill  is  not  to  come 
into  operation  until  after  the  general  election. 
I  suppose  the  intention  in  that  is  tiiat  people 
are  not  to  know  how  it  will  work  until  after 
the  election.  That  may  be  a  very  useful  thing. 
But,  at  all  events,  I  think  that,  in  order  to 
meet  the  objection  made  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  clause  8  ought  to  be  brought  into 
operation  before  the  Bill  as  a  whole  comes 
into  operation,  so  that  there  shall  not  be  a 
month  of  Saturday  half-holidays,  and  after- 
wards a  change  to  something  else.  No  doubt 
the  Minister  m  charge  of  the  Bill  will  alter 
that,  so  as  to  meet  the  objection  raised  on  that 
score.  Of  course,  we  are  working  on  quite  a 
different  line  from  the  Home  Act,  which  simply 
says  this  :  that  the  object  of  the  Legislature 
is  to  look  after  the  people  who  are  employed 
as  shop-assistants.  That  is  the  object  of  the 
English  Act ;  but  it  does  not  deal  with  the  days 
on  which  shop-assistantfi  are  to  have  a  half- 


holiday — it  only  deals  with  the  hours  of  labour ; 
and  it  expressly  declares, — 

"  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  apply  to  a  shop 
where  the  only  persons  employed  are  members 
of  the  same  family,  dwelling  in  the  building  of 
which  the  shop  forms  part  or  to  which  the  shop 
is  attached,  or  to  members  of  the  employer's 
family  so  dwelling,  or  to  any  person  wholly 
employed  as  a  domestic  servant." 

There  it  only  practically  hits  at  those  who 
have  a  large  number  of  assistants,  and  are  in  a 
big  way  of  business,  and  I  confess  that  seems 
to  me  to  be  the  great  trouble  in  this  Bill 
This  Bill  is  going  in  the  direction  in  which 
our  factory  system  has  gone — ^namely,  entirely 
in  helping  the  large  places  of  business.  That 
is  the  great  difficulty  I  see  in  the  Bill.  It 
simply  means  this:  Where  you  have  large 
places  —  like,  for  example,  the  D.I.C.,  Kirk* 
oaldie  and  Stains's,  and  so  on,  in  Wellington — 
it  encourages  that  class  of  establishment  as 
against  the  small  trader,  because  it  says  that  if 
a  shop  employs  no  assistants,  being  only  that 
of  a  small  trader,  it  must  be  shut  up  along 
with  the  others.  The  effect  of  the  Bill  will  be 
really  to  destrov  the  small  shopkeeper,  and  to 
encourage  the  large  shopkeeper.  That  is  the 
great  difficulty  in  connection  with  the  BiU. 
How  it  is  to  be  met  I  do  not  know.  I  hope  it 
will  be  amended  in  Committee,  and  I  presume, 
as  it  is  late  to-night,  the  honourable  member 
will  merely  take  a  clause  to-night,  and  go  on 
with  the  rest  of  the  Bill  another  evening.  It  is 
impossible  to  put  it  through  to-night.  Possibly, 
therefore,  after  getting  a  clause  or  two  through, 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  see  the  advisa* 
bility  of  adjourning,  and  going  on  with  the 
rest  of  it  another  evening. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— I  agree  entirely  with 
what  has  been  said  by  the  last  speaker;  but 
I  do  not  think  I  shall  take  the  course  he 
purposes  to  take,  because  there  is  at  present 
so  much  in  the  Bill  that  I  think  is  radically 
wrong  that  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment* 
Still,  I  am  quite  willing  to  vote  for  the  third 
rea.ding  if  the  Bill  should  be  altered  in  Com* 
mittee,  as  I  think  it  should  be,  exactly  in 
the  direction  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua.  Sir,  I  cannot  think 
of  anything  that  shows  less  real  concern  for 
the  welfare  of  the  working -classes,  or  less 
desire  to  really  elevate  and  improve  them, 
than  to  propose,  in  the  first  place,  that  there 
shall  be  a  compulsory  half-holiday  for  that 
portion  of  the  community  which  is  perhaps 
less  overworked  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
community  you  can  find,  and,  when  you  turn 
them  out  unemployed,  to  leave  the  bars  of  the 
publichouses  open  to  lead  them  into  all  kinds 
of  danger  and  temptation.  Unless  tiie  bars  of 
the  publichouses  are  to  be  shut  up  at  the  same 
time  as  other  shops  are  shut  up,  then  I  shall 
vote  steadily  against  this  Bill  in  every  stage* 
I  think,  too,  that  it  is  a  very  great  hardship 
that  those  who  are  employed  in  small  shops, 
where  the  labour  is  entirely  done  by  the  family, 
especially  in  oountiy  districts,  should  be  com« 
polled  to  close  their  shops.  I  think  that  is 
an  exceedingly  arbitrary  step,  and  one  that  is 
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altogether  unjustifled.  In  fact,  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua  throughont,  except 
that  I  sheAl  vote  against  the  Bill  (in  its  present 
stage,  because  it  appears  to  me  to  contain  so 
much  that  is  wrong,  and  so  little  that  is  right, 
in  its  present  condition ;  but,  if  the  Committee 
should  decide  to  close  the  bars,  I  will  vote  for 
the  Bill  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  BUCKLAND.— I  agree  also  with  the  last 
two  speakers,  and  I  shall  vote  in  the  same  way 
that  the  last  speaker  said  he  would  vote.  One 
thing  I  would  point  out  to  the  House  is  this : 
If  there  is  to  be  a  half-holiday,  there  is  nothing 
more  conducive  to  making  it  so,  or  more  neces- 
sary for  those  who  are  having  the  holiday,  than 
the  opportunity  to  purchase  fruit  and  cakes,  or 
anything  of  that  sort.  You  may  make  certiakin 
that  in  the  large  cities  the  people  will  go  a 
little  way  out  to  spend  their  holiday,  and 
they  will  want  the  opportunity  of  buying  some- 
thing in  the  way  of  refreshment.  Perhaps  the 
only  opportunity  of  getting  it  will  be  at  these 
shops  that  it  is  proposed  to  close.  Perhaps 
they  may  want  to  get  some  apples  at  the  sea- 
side, but  they  will  not  be  able  to  get  apples,  or 
anything  of  the  kind,  and  it  will  be  felt  to  be 
a  great  injustice  to  thom  in  that  way.  The 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Shera|  said  this  was  a  perfect  Bill.  But  I  be- 
lieve ne  would  say  anything  was  perfect  that 
was  brought  in  by  the  Government  until  the 
vacant  portfolio  is  filled  up.  I  am  quite  cer- 
tain that  when  that  takes  place  he  will  be 
finding  fault  with  the  present  Government :  the 
whole  position  will  be  changed  then.  There  is 
another  thing  I  should  like  to  say.  The  City  of 
Auckland  is  a  very  large  borough,  and  in  the 
main  streets  of  Auckland  there  are  a  great 
many  large  establishments,  somewhat  similar 
to  those  in  Wellington  which  were  mentioned 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  just 
now.  But  Hobson  Street,  Wakefield  Street, 
and  the  other  by-streets  are  more  or  less  one 
mass  of  shops  each  of  which  is,  perhaps,  kept 
by  one  family,  living  at  the  shop  itself.  Per- 
haps a  widow  woman  with  a  family  depend- 
ent upon  her,  or  some  person  incapable 
of  an  active  life,  takes  a  shop,  and  earns  a 
living  by  selling  fruit  or  other  small  things. 
These  people  do  not  want  the  half-holiday, 
because  they  do  a  good  business  when  the 
other  shops  are  closed :  they  will  tell  you 
that  a  great  part  of  their  business  is  done  on 
Saturday  afternoons,  or  when  the  other  shops 
are  closed.  Do  you  want  to  take  away  their 
means  of  livelihood  ?  This  would  prove  to  be 
a  great  hardship.  Then,  there  is  the  special 
case  of  the  fruit-sellers.  Their  best  trade  in 
the  large  cities  is  on  Saturday  afternoons,  when 
the  people  want  to  buy  fruit  for  Sunday,  and 
it  is  really  a  great  hardship,  therefore,  to  close 
the  fruiterers'  shops  on  that  afternoon.  There 
is  another  thing,  which  ought  to  be  sufficient 
to  show  any  one  that  the  Bill  is  not  a  per- 
fect one.  A  chemist  can  sell  medicine  on  the 
half-holiday  to  a  person  if  it  is  urgently  re- 
quired, but  he  has  to  keep  his  shop  closed 
nevertheless.  One  may  easily  suppose  that,  in 
Mr,  Saunders 


the  case  of  a  boy  running  out  for  medicine  in  a 
case  of  emergency,  he  might  take  the  shop  to 
be  shut  up,  and  pass  by,  while  all  the  time  the 
poor  chemist  is  compelled  to  sit  inside  with 
closed  doors.  What  is  the  necessity  for  this  ? 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  is  afraid  that  one  of  them  may  sell 
a  pennyworth  of  lollies  if  the  doors  are  not 
closed.  I  think  that  is  a  very  peculiar  pro- 
vision, and  one  that  ought  not  to  be  tolerated. 
Then,  with  regard  to  country  districts,  he  most 
not  forget  that  a  great  many  country  districts 
are  really  town  districts  and  boroughs,  and  it  is 
extremely  unfair  to  compel  the  shopkeepers  in 
such  places  to  close  their  stores,  to  the  great 
inconvenience  of  people  who  may  come  from 
places  twenty  and  thirty  miles  distant  to  get 
their  supplies,  and  who  may  be  in  ignorance 
of  the  operation  of  this  Bill.  Take  the  case  of 
Papakura,  for  instance.  It  is  a  town  district, 
and  yet  I  think  there  are  only  three  shops 
there.  What  necessity  would  there  be  for 
closing  these  three  shops?  I  cannot  see  it. 
Probably  they  take  more  on  the  Saturday  after- 
noon than  on  the  other  five  days  of  the  week ; 
and  the  application  of  the  Bill  in  such  districts 
as  these  would  not  only  be  a  great  incon- 
venience, but  a  great  hardship.  Take  the  case 
of  Cambridge,  in  the  Waikato.  In  that  district 
now  they  close  their  shops  on  one  afternoon  in 
the  week,  and  the  unfortunate  shopkeepers 
there  sit  outside  on  their  doorsteps,  and  spend 
a  miserable  afternoon,  simply  because  they 
are  denied  the  opportunity  of  carrying  on  their 
business  as  usueJ.  They  do  not  want  the 
half-holiday.  In  the  case  of  many  of  them 
no  assistants  are  employed,  and  yet  they  are 
compelled  to  lose  an  afternoon  for  no  practical 
purpose.  I  can  understand  this  Bill  being 
quite  a  proper  thing  for  shop-assistants  who 
are  kept  in  confinement  the  whole  week  and 
who  want  a  little  fresh  air ;  but  custom  is 
growing  up  in  the  direction  of  making  general 
a  half-holiday,  and  I  think  it  is  very  dangerous 
to  interfere  with  it.  There  is  another  vexy 
serious  defect  in  this  Bill,  and  that  is,  this 
close  half -holiday  only  applies  to  boroughs 
and  town  districts.  In  Auckland  we  have  a 
large  number  of  shops  on  one  side  of  a  street 
which  forms  the  city  boundary,  the  boundary 
of  the  borough  running  through  the  middle  of 
the  street ;  and  consequently  the  shops  on  the 
other  side  are  just  outside  the  boundary.  Now, 
if  this  Bill  passes  in  its  present  form,  the  shops 
outside  the  boundary  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street  would  be  able  to  keep  open,  while  the 
unfortunate  shopkeepers  on  the  opposite  side 
who  will  be  obliged  to  close.  I  think  it  is  so 
manifestly  unfair  that  it  ought  not  be  allowed 
to  exist  for  one  moment.  I  am  quite  certain 
there  will  be  a  very  great  outcry  in  the  country 
directly  the  working- classes  see  the  object  of 
the  Bill.  I  object  to  the  Bill  altogether,  and 
to  the  compulsory  clauses.  I  think  it  is  not 
only  illiberal,  but  grossly  cruel  to  a  large 
number  of  people;  and  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  — Sir,   the  Bill    before   the 
House  I  think  may  very  aptly  be  termed  an 
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advertising  sheet  for  the  benefit  of  the  senior 
member  for  Christoharch  City.  We  have  heen 
favoured  with  a  great  many  Bills  of  this  nature, 
but  this  one  has  a  peculiar  provision  incbsmuch 
as  it  is  not  to  take  effect  until  after  the  next 
general  election.  Therefore  it  is  to  be  dangled 
before  the  eyes  of  certain  shop-assistants  to 
show  them  all  the  good  things  the  Minister  of 
Labour  is  prepared  to  do  for  them.  But  it  is 
not  to  take  effect  until  after  the  elections,  so 
that  all  the  drawbacks  may  not  be  experienced 
by  those  who  will  have  to  suffer  from  them. 
I  have  had  numerous  communications  on  the 
subject,  but  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  by 
reading  them,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two. 
I  will  take  a  letter  from  the  representatives  of 
the  Fruiterers'  Association  in  Ghristchurch, 
because  I  think  it  speaks  very  clearly  of  the 
inconvenience  to  be  suffered  by  these  people : — 

**  We  respectfully  ask  your  consideration  of 
the  following  facts  re  the  Shop-hours  Bill,  and 
the  disastrous  effect  it  will  have  upon  the 
fruiterers'  trade  should  it  be  passed  in  its 
present  form.  It  is  a  surprise  to  all  fruiterers 
that  the  Bill  should  refer  to  their  trade,  they 
having  understood  that,  dealing  in  perishable 
goods,  they  would  be  exempt.  -  The  result  of 
the  Bill  in  its  present  shape  will  be  a  most 
serious  loss  to  both  grower  and  salesman,  par- 
ticularly at  the  time  when  the  more  delicate 
fruits — raspberries,  strawberries,  &c. — are  in 
season.  Compulsory  closing  will  prevent  the 
salesman  buying,  and  the  grower  picking,  for 
two  days ;  and  consequently  much  of  the  best 
fruit  will  be  spoilt.  Either  this,  or  attempts  to 
evade  the  law  by  doing  trade  with  only  a  pre- 
tence of  closing,  will  be  forced  upon  the  trade. 
It  is  noteworthy  that  we  employ  no  shop-assist- 
ants, and  compulsory  closing  will  throw  much 
of  our  trade  into  the  hands  of  the  hawkers. 
We  would  earnestly  request  you  to  consider 
whether  a  law  entailing  great  loss,  and  offer- 
ing a  premium  to  law-breaking,  when  no  real 
necessity  for  that  law  exists,  is  not  one  from 
which  more  harm  than  good  is  certain  to  re- 
sult." 

That  letter  is  signed  **  J.  A.  Hickmott,"  on 
behalf  of  the  Fruiterers'  Association.  Then,  I 
have  had  a  petition  sent  to  me  from  Ashburton 
enclosing  resolutions  passed  by  a  gathering  of 
about  two  hundred  farmers  and  others,  protest- 
ing against  Saturday  being  the  half -holiday. 
The  gentleman  who  sends  up  the  petition  winds 
up  his  note  in  these  terms : — 

**  There  are  many  arguments  against  Satur- 
day; but  I  will  not  trouble  you  further.  I  only 
want  to  say  that  during  all  the  years  I  have 
been  in  this  colony  I  never  before  felt  bo  un- 
settled, so  dissatisfied.  Nothing  is  safe,  nothing 
is  permanent." 

Then  come  other  resolutions,  which  I  will 
not  waste  the  time  of  the  House  by  reading. 
I  intend  to  vote  against  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  Bill  is  not 
likely  to  become  law,  and  that  we  are  only 
wasting  time  in  discussing  it. 

Mr.  McGOWAN. — Sir,  this  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  measure  which,  whether  it  becomes  law 
or  not,  or  is  passed  by  this  Grovermnent  or  by 


any  other  Government,  deals  with  a  question 
that  must  be  faced  at  one  time  or  another. 
The  statements  of  those  members  who  have 
criticized  the  Bill,  or  attempted  to  do  so,  were 
somewhat  crude,  and  it  appears  to  me  they 
have  not  considered  the  objections  brought 
forward.  Let  us  take  one  or  two  statements 
that  have  been  made  with  reference  to  the  fruit- 
shops  ;  we  need  not  go  any  further.  We  can 
see  in  the  Wellington  streets  how,  if  the  fruit- 
shops  were  left  open,  those  shops  would  develop 
into  other  shops.  This  trade  is  one — and 
not  the  ofily  one — in  which  a  large  trade 
is  done  in  other  goods — in  grocery  goods,  for 
instance  —  so  that  if  exception  were  made  in 
that  direction  we  should  see  a  great  injury 
done  to  other  trades.  The  laws  of  this  country 
should  not  be  made  in  the  direction  of  injuring 
any  part  of  the  population,  but  they  should  be 
made  to  meet  the  case  of  the  majority,  I 
know  of  a  large  number  of  shops  that  perhaps 
employ  one,  two,  three,  or  four  assistants.  If 
these  shops  were  compelled  to  give  a  half- 
holiday  to  their  assistants,  perhaps  the  next- 
door  shop,  which  employs  no  assistant  but  is 
worked  by  the  shopkeeper's  family,  would  get  all 
the  trade.  It  would  be  directed  into  that  parti- 
cular channel.  We  must  all  admit  that  would 
be  unfair,  and  I  think  that  the  Government 
who  face  this  question  and  endeavour  to  meet 
it  deserve  some  credit.  If  I  were  asked  to 
suggest  a  way  by  which  the  Bill  could  be 
improved,  I  would  suggest  that  not  only  the 
shops  but  certain  publichouses  should  also 
observe  a  half-holiday.  In  fact,  as  far  as  trade 
is.  concerned,  the  day  should  become  like  Sun- 
day, and  no  trade  should  be  permitted  at  all. 
That  is  the  right  and  proper  way  to  deal  with 
such  a  question  as  this.  I  shall  support  the 
second  reiabding  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.~Sir,  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton  in 
speaking  of  this  Bill  as  an  advertising  sheet 
on  behalf  of  the  Minister  who  introduced  it, 
because  I  have  personal  knowledge  that  there 
has  been  no  Bill  brought  forward  for  years 
that  has  been  more  called  for  by  the  parties 
interested  in  legislation  in  this  direction.  I 
feel  certain  that,  with  some  amendments  which 
are  necessary  in  it,  the  Bill  will  be  a  good  and 
equitable  measure.  I  do  not  agree  with  those 
who  think  that  the  fruiterers  and  greengrocers 
should  not  be  exempt.  I  think,  with  a  few 
amendments,  the  Bill  should  be  made  very  work- 
able, and  for  that  reason  I  shall  support  it. 
The  dosing  on  Saturday  will,  I  think,  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  great  majority  of  shop- 
keepers. The  difficulty  with  the  last  Bill  was 
that  it  left  this  an  open  question.  I  feel 
certain,  if  the  Bill  is  altered  in  Committee,  it 
will  give  general  satisfckction. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  have  very  few  words 
to  say  on  this  Bill.  It  has  been  so  generally 
condemned  by  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  do 
more  than  to  express  my  regret  that  the  time  of 
the  House  is  being  wasted  in  discussing  such  a 
Bill  as  this.  I  faU  to  see  any  necessity  tor  the 
Bill  at  all,  or  why  Bills  of  the  kind  should  be 
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thrast  upon  us.  The  time,  which  is  now  so 
limited,  should  be  applied  to  more  useful  busi- 
ness ;  and  I  think  that  the  Bill  is  not  required 
at  all.  Personally  it  matters  very  little  to  me, 
or  to  my  constituents,  as  it  will  not  affect 
us  much.  I  take,  for  instance,  the  principal 
township  in  my  own  district.  Supposing  this 
Bill  were  brought  into  force  there :  people  must 
go  up  and  go  away  on  the  tides.  It  is  a  tidal 
river,  and  when  the  tide  is  out  it  is  impossible 
to  get  to  the  township  even  in  a  small  boat ; 
and,  if  the  tide  does  not  suit,  settlers  who, 
perhaps,  have  come  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles,  and  then  find  the  stores  closed  on  ac- 
count of  the  holiday,  will  have  to  remain  in 
the  township  until  next  morning.  I  would  tell 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  that  he  cannot  have  any  idea  as  to  the 
way  it  will  work  if  it  becomes  law  and  if  the 
penalties  are  rigorously  enforced.  It  will 
practically  be  a  dead-letter,  except  in  the  large 
centres.  It  is  impossible  to  put  such  a  Bill  as 
this  into  operation  throughout  the  country  dis- 
tricts. I  feel  satisfied  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  no  idea  as  to  the  way  this  Bill 
will  work.  The  Bill  will  cause  a  great  deal  of 
misohief  and  a  great  deal  of  harm  to  the  work- 
ing-classes ;  and  I  feel  certain  that  the  origina- 
tors of  this  Bill,  and  those  who  wish  to  adopt 
such  a  measure,  are  the  people  who  represent 
the  large  business  houses.  It  is  aimed  at  the 
small  traders,  and  if  the  Bill  becomes  law  I 
believe  it  will  be  the  means  of  crushing  and 
ruining  a  large  number  of  working-people,  who 
are  engaged,  themselves  and  their  families,  in 
carrying  on  small  businesses.  If  the  majority 
of  members  decide  in  Committee  that  the  Bill 
is  to  become  law,  I  shall  certainly  move,  in  the 
1st  clause,  to  strike  out  the  word  **  January," 
so  that  the  Bill  may  come  into  operation  at 
once.  If  the  Bill  is  to  become  law,  people 
should  have  the  benefit  of  it  at  once ;  I  see  no 
reason  why  its  operation  should  be  delayed 
until  January  next.  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  support  me  in  carrying  that  amend- 
ment. I  say  the  Bill  is  a  ba.d  Bill,  and  I  hope 
that  those  who  believe  in  maintaining  tne 
present  custom  will  assist  me  in  the  amend- 
ment I  shall  propose,  and  I  hope  those  in  both 
Houses  who  agree  with  me  will  vote  for  tho 
amendment ;  otherwise  I  shall  certainly  vote 
for  the  amendment  which  has  been  proposed. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  it  seems  to 
me  an  unnecessary  thing  to  get  up  in  order  to 
condemn  a  Bill  which  has  been  so  universally 
condemned  already ;  and  I  think  it  is  undesir- 
able for  us  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House. 
I  merely  rise  in  order  to  record  the  fact  that 
I  object  to  the  Bill  in  the  strongest  manner,  as 
one  of  the  most  obnoxious  pieces  of  legislation 
we  have  yet  had  proposed.  I  believe,  too,  it 
is  hopeless  to  try  to  make  the  Bill  satisfac- 
tory by  amendment,  as  some  honourable  mem- 
bers appear  to  expect.  I  believe  that  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  shake  it  into  any  decent  shape 
even  in  Committee.  I  do  not  know  why  the 
Bill  is  brought  in  at  all.  I  hoped  to  hear 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced 
the  Bill  some  reason  for  its  appearance.  The 
Mr,  R,  Thompson 


honourable  gentleman  got  a  measure  passed 
last  year  dealing  with  shop-assistants,  but  it 
has  been  condemned,  it  is  true,  in  almost  every 
quarter.  I  take  it  for  granted  the  honourable 
gentleman  expects  to  cure  the  defects  of  that 
measure  by  this  Bill ;  but  the  reason  that  Act 
has  given  dissatisfaction  is  that  the  community 
affected  by  it  is  hopelessly  divided  upon  the 
question.  One  section  of  the  community  ia 
in  favour  of  the  law  being  made  compulsory, 
another  section  is  against  it.  The  hopelessness 
of  our  expecting  by  this  Bill  to  produce  any- 
thing like  accord  between  these  two  sections 
of  thef  community  must  be  patent  to  every 
honourable  member.  The  Bill  of  last  year 
was  a  better  Bill  than  this  one,  in  so  far  as  it 
at  least  left  it  to  the  community  themselves 
to  decide  what  day  should  be  the  half-holiday. 
Assuming  that  there  should  be  a  compulsory 
half-holiday  at  all,  it  left  the  particular  day  to 
themselves  to  decide.  Generally  speaking  they 
did  decide  it,  but  not  without  a  certain  amount 
of  irritation ;  but  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  that 
irritation  to  be  removed  by  the  present  Bill, 
which  makes  a  particular  day  compulsory. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Well,  it  does  so 
in  the  first  instance.  It  first  makes  a  day  com- 
pulsory ;  then  it  gives  the  local  bodies  the  power 
to  remove  the  compulsion,  so  far  as  that  parti- 
cular day  is  concerned,  in  favour  of  another. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  speaking  some- 
where in  the  country  during  the  recess,  said 
that  all  the  defects  of  the  Act  of  last  session 
were  due  to  the  fact  that  his  own  particular 
Bill,  as  at  first  introduced,  was  not  carried, 
cmd  that  he  was  going  to  introduce  it  again 
and  thereby  satisfy  all  parties.  Here  is  the 
result,  and  this  Bill  is  received  with  greater  dis- 
satisfaction than  the  last  one.  I  think  it  was 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Shera)  who  said  that  this  Bill  was  introduced, 
in  his  opinion,  on  behalf  not  of  the  shop-assist- 
ants only,  but  of  the  shopkeepers  also.  If  we  can 
suppose,  for  an  instant,  that  shopowners  and 
shop-assistants  regarded  this  proposed  compul- 
sory half-holiday  with  approval,  the  whole  diffi- 
culty would  be  removed  and  no  Bill  would  be 
necessary  at  all.  But  such,  of  course,  is  not 
the  case.  It  is  quite  true  that  a  large  number 
of  shop-assistants  in  the  colony  demand  some- 
thing in  the  natdre  of  legislation  for  shop-hours, 
and  I  confess,  so  far  as  excessive  shop-hours  are 
concerned,  I  have  always  had  a  considerable 
amount  of  sympathy  with  them  ;  but  I  believe 
they  would  cease  to  demand  relief  by  any  legal 
process  if  once  they  came  clearly  to  understand 
what,  in  time,  they  will,  I  fear,  be  forced  to 
understand  —  namely,  that  shorter  hours  will 
sooner  or  later  bring  with  them  a  reduced 
wage  :  it  must  come,  I  fear.  Now,  when  this 
is  the  case — when  the  shorter  wage  is  intro- 
duced to  meet  shorter  service — we  shaJl  have 
no  right  to  say  to  private  individuals  in  a  free 
country,  "  You  shall  not  work  longer  hours  for 
a  longer  wage  " — that  is  to  say,  as  regards  able- 
bodied  men.  We  have  the  right  to  interfere  on 
behalf  of  women  or  children  in  a  matter  of  this 
sorti  but  it  is  monstrous  to  legislate  for  able- 
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bodied  men  who  ore  anxious  to  geb  on  in  the 
world,  as  every  man  ought  to  be,  and  say,  "You 
shall  not  work  certain  hours  for  certain  wages ; 
you  shall  be  compelled  to  take  a  half-holiday» 
whether  you  want  it  or  not."  It  is  a  mis- 
chievous interference  with  private  liberty,  and 
tends  in  the  direction  of  doing  harm  to  the 
whole  community  rather  than  good.  Then,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  shop-assistant  de- 
mands legislation  of  this  kind  only  so  long  as  he 
is  a  shop-assistant,  but  so  soon  as  he  takes  a 
step  up  in  the  world, — ceases  to  be  a  shop-assist- 
ant, and  sets  up  for  himself, — he  will  be  against 
this  proposal ;  he  will  be  on  the  side  of  the  small 
shopkeeper  —  they  being  almost  unanimous 
against  it.  So  that  the  more  a  man  advances 
in  life  in  this  particular  occupation  the  sooner 
will  he  object  to  the  Bill,  and  find  out  the  full 
disadvantage  of  it  for  himself.  So  much  has 
been  said  about  the  inconsistencies  of  the  Bill 
that  I  have  no  intention  of  going  into  them. 
It  is  of  no  use  repeating  what  others  have  said ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  one  does  feel  that  there 
is  something  radically  wrong  in  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  conception  of  a  beneficial  law, 
when  he  would  introduce  a  Bill  which  has 
such  a  glaring  inconsistency  as  that  pointed 
out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua. 
Just  fancy  a  condition  of  affairs  in  which  we 
pander  to  the  vicious^  idle,  and  drinking  habits 
of  the  community,  by  depriving  the  man  who 
wants  a  glass  of  milk  of  the  power  to  get 
it,  while  at  the  same  time  every  provision 
is  made  to  supply  the  man  who  wants  whiskey 
and  beerl  Of  course,  in  a  free  country  a 
man  should  be  able  to  get  what  he  wants  in 
reasonable  hours ;  but  it  is  surely  a  perfect 
marvel  of  foolish  legislation  to  say  that  a 
man  shall  be  denied  the  right  to  get  a  glass 
of  milk  or  a  little  fruit,  while  the  public- 
house  alone  is  to  be  open  to  his  wants.  I  am 
not  in  favour  of  oompulsorily  closing  public- 
houses — that  is,  properly-conducted  ones — any 
more  than  shops,  but  I  do  say,  for  consistency's 
sake  and  morality's  sake,  if  you  close  all  the 
harmless  shops  in  the  community  on  a  parti- 
cular day,  you  ought  to  close  the  publichouses 
as  well — for  drinking  purposes  I  mean.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Thames  appeared 
to  me  to  be  slightly  astray  in  his  first  remarks 
on  the  Bill  when  talking  about  fruit-shops, 
and  saying  that  th'ey  might  develop  into  other 
shops. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— They  do  that  now. 

Mr.  M.J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— The  honourable 
gentleman  said  they  might  sell  groceries  and 
so  forth.  Might  I  ask  him  if  he  thinks  it  a 
crime  for  any  individual  to  buy  groceries  at 
these  shops  ? 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— No;  but  it  would  be  if  you 
shut  your  next-door  neighbour  up. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  —  There  is  some 
force  in  the  objection ;  but,  for  my  own  part,  if 
I  wanted  groceries  and  could  not  get  them  at  a 
grocer's  shop,  I  should  be  very  thankful  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  if  he  would  let  me  get 
them  at  a  fruit -shop.  He  forgets,  however, 
that,  on  the  same  principle  that  the  fruit-shops 
may  develop  into  other  shops,  the  pubHohonses^ 
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when  other  shops  are  dosed,  will  develop  into 
other  shops  also. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — ^You  can  provide  against 
that  in  Committee. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  think  you  will 
find,  when  it  comes  to  inserting  provisions,  it  is 
not  so  easy.  It  is  a  very  esisy  thing  to  talk 
about  putting  provisions  in  a  Bill  to  rectify  an 
evil,  but  unfortunately  it  invariably  happens, 
when  you  put  in  a  provision  intended  to  cure 
an  evil,  that  you  find  it  is  apt  to  produce  other 
evils  which  at  the  time  you  do  not  see.  That 
has  been  the  undoubted  fact  ever  since  we 
began  to  legislate  on  this  particular  matter, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  found  to  be  so  in  this 
case  also.  Another  inconsistency  is  that  a 
man  cannot  get  any  form  of  drug  for  sick- 
ness, while  at  the  same  time  he  can  go  to  the 
publichouse, — so  careful  has  the  honourable 
gentleman  been,  and  always  is,  as  it  appears 
to  me,  to  maintain  the  profits  of  the  publican : 
actually  not  only  is  a  man  denied  the  chance 
of  getting  a  little  milk  or  fruit,  but  if  he  wishes 
to  go  to  a  chemist's  shop  for  a  useful  or  bene- 
ficial drug  he  cannot  get  it ;  but  still  he  can 
get  his  grog  at  a  publichouse.  I  cannot  for 
my  life  understand  it;  the  provision  seems 
to  me  a  positive  monstrosity.  There  is  one 
redeeming  feature  about  the  Bill  that  I  do 
not  think,  in  introducing  it,  the  honourable 
gentleman  foresaw.  It  will  not  do  so  much 
harm  as  some  honourable  members  antici- 
pate, because  it  will  be  largely  inoperative. 
And  the  community  would  be  perfectly  right 
in  largely  ignoring  it.  For,  after  all,  what 
is  law  ?  Put  it  any  way  you  like,  a  statute 
—  law  —  is  simply  i>ublio  opinion  armed  with 
force  to  carry  out  its  behests.  Now,  this  is 
not  public  opinion.  It  is  according  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  it  might  have  been 
some  time  ago,  before  people  began  to  see 
the  full  evils  that  would  arise  out  of  it;  but  it 
is  not  now.  And,  if  it  is  now,  will  it  bo  when 
it  comes  into  force?  Altogether,  I  believe 
it  is  a  very  judicious  thing  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  take  care  not  to  bring  it 
into  operation  until  the  beginning  of  next  year. 
As  regards  the  country  districts,  if  the  country 
shop-assistants  are  compelled  to  take  a  half- 
holiday,  all  I  can  say  is  that,  in  some  cases  at 
least,  I  cannot  imagine  what  they  will  do  mtk 
themselves,  unless  they  unfortunately  flock  to 
the  hotels  kept  open  for  the  purpose  by  the  Bill. 
I  cannot  conceive  what,  in  some  instances, 
they  will  do  with  themselves  to  pass  the  time, 
for  no  one  can  say  that,  in  such  oases  as  I 
allude  to,  they  are  overjjurdened  with  work. 
Country  shop-assistants,  as  a  rule,  get  a  good 
deal  of  Bparo  time  and  of  exercise. 

Mr.  KEEVES.— That  is  the  law  now. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Then,  may  I 
ask  why  the  honourable  gentleman  wants  to 
duplicate  it  in  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES.— Because,  if  the  law  ceases 
to  be  the  law  now»  you  must  ro-enact  this  pare 
of  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Well,  all  I  can 
say  is,  if  it  is  the  law  now,  the  country  shop- 
assistants  have  never  paid  much  attention  to  it. 
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I  have-  B6&n  littla  of  the  effect  of  the  Bill  for 
the  last  year  in  the  country  shops  since  it  was 
introduced.  TheOf  look  at  the  condition  that 
shipping  would  be  in.  Some  honourable  mem- 
ber pointed  out,  a  few  minutes  ago,  that  shops 
that  are  kept  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
shipping  with  marine  stores  and  so  forth  would 
also  be  closed  up.  A  vessel  might  be  in  harbour 
ready  to  start,  and,  requiring  certain  articles, 
would  not  be  able  to  get  them,  and  would 
have  to  wait  till  Monday  morning.  A  ship 
might  be  thus  kept  two  or  three  days  in  port  in 
order  to  be  able  to  get  what  was  required  for 
the  purpose  of  clearing  away.  I  do  not  agree 
with  this  Bill  or  with  last  year's  Act,  and,  while 
I  have  great  sympathy  with  shopkeepers  who 
have  too  long  hours,  my  opinion  is  that  public 
opinion  is  ample  to  cure  the  evil — that  is,  if 
the  public  are  determined  on  it.  The  force  of 
public  opinion  is  sufficient  to  euro  many  of  the 
evils,  in  the  course  of  a  little  time,  under  which 
society  suffers.  Look  at  what  can  be  done  even 
unaided  by  the  organized  public  opinion  of  an 
entire  community  —  what  a  single  man  can 
do  when  he  fairly  takes  work  in  hand.  Look 
at  what  Mr.  Steaid,  the  editor  of  the  Review  of 
BeviewSy  has  done  by  his  own  force  alone ; 
look  at  the  changes  he  has  brought  about— the 
particular  wrongs  that  have  been  rectified  by 
bringing  them  before  the  public— the  sinks  of 
iniquity  he  has  cleared  out,  aJl  by  merit  of  a 
deteimined  will  and  power  of  expression  which 
has  been  sufficient  to  attract  puolic  attention. 
It  is  a  reflection  upon  the  morality  of  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  to  think  that  they 
could  not  bring  in  a  paltry  reform  like  this  by 
the  voice  of  public  opinion — by  united  action— 
but  that  they  must  call  in  the  help  of  a  statute 
which  brings  in  with  it  so  many  vexatious 

S revisions,  so  many  interferences  vnth  ordinary 
berty,  as  this  particular  law  does.  Then, 
again,  there  is  a  provision  for  the  usual  In- 
spectors. Shops  are  to  be  inspected  for  the 
future,  and,  of  course,  there  will  be  a  number 
of  Inspectors.  I  presume  that  we  shall  have  a 
number  of  new  Inspectors  appointed  ? 

Mr.  REEVES.— Not  one. 

Mr,  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Not  one! 
Then,  Sir,  that  also  will  tend  to  render  the  Bill 
inoperative.  If  there  are  no  Inspectors  there 
will  be  no  inspection ;  so  in  that  respect  the 
Bill  also  will  be  a  fraud. 

Mr.  REEVES.— There  are  four  hundred 
now. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Four  hundred 
now?  First  we  are  told  the  Bill  is  the  law  now, 
then  we  are  told  there  are  no  Inspectors,  and 
then  we  are  told  there  is  an  army  of  four  hun- 
dred.   No  doubt  it  will  go  on  increasing. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— I  said  there  would  be  no 
new  ones. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— n  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  would  either  cease  interjecting 
or  speak  a  little  louder,  I  should  feel  obliged 
to  him.  An  army  of  new  Inspectors  will  bo 
brought  into  existence,  beyond  all  doubt.  Some 
at  any  rate,  will  be  appointed ;  and  the  shop- 
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keeper  who  is  carrying  on  a  harmless  trade 
will  be  liable  to  have  his  shop  entered  at  all 
times  by  an  Inspector,  in  order  to  see  that  he 
is  carrying  out  this  law.  Of  course  there  will 
be  the  usual  penalties.  In  fact,  there  is  great 
danger  of  the  labour  legislation  in  this  eountiy 
— I  should  like  to  point  that  out  to  honourable 
members,  especially  to  those  honourable  mem- 
bers charged  with  the  interests  of  labour — there 
is  great  danger  of  having  labour  legislation  in 
its  entirety  branded  as  vexatious,  vicious,  in- 
imical to  public  liberty,  by  the  nature  of  the 
Bills  the  nonourable  gentleman  is  bringing 
forward  in  the  so-called  interests  of  labour. 
The  honourable  gentleman's  labour  legislation 
will  soon  come  to  mean  nothing  at  all  but 
the  appointment  of  Inspectors,  the  exaction  of 
penalties,  and  pernicious  interference  with 
private  liberty.  I  think  that  this  Bill  will 
work  its  own  cure.  I  think  it  will  work  its 
own  repeal.  It  may  be  as  well  to  let  the  Bill 
become  law  as  a  method  of  doing  wrong  that 
good  may  arise  from  it.  I  am  not  going  to  do 
that.  I  never  take  inconsistent  action  of  that 
kind  in  this  House.  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the 
six  months— was  it  six  months  ? 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Only  three  months. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — Only  threo 
months  I  It  should  have  been  three  years.  I 
think  to  give  this  Bill  only  three  months  is 
treating  it  with  an  amount  of  respect  that  it 
does  not  deserve.  Of  course  I  shall  vote  for 
the  three  months,  as  we  cannot  vote  for  any- 
thing stronger  or  longer. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Sir,  I  have  been  waiting 
to-night  to  hear  what  the  labour  members  have 
got  to  say  in  defence  of  their  Bill,  and  against 
the  continued  attack  made  by  those  gentle- 
men who  do  not  favour  this  class  of  legislation. 
Their  silence,  I  presume,  is  consequent  on 
the  flattening-out  speech  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish)  as 
against  this  measure.  I  only  need  to  congratu- 
late the  Government  on  thcic  rapprochement 
with  this  honourable  gentleman,  and  on  the 
final  jump  he  has  taken,  in  the  hopo  that  the 
Minister  of  Labour,  whom  he  thinks  so  much 
of  now,  will  come  to  his  senses.  But,  of  all 
the  labour  Bills  that  havo  come  before  this 
House,  I  do  not  think  there  is  one  that  has 
given  the  labour  members  so  much  considera- 
tion, in  order  to  bring  in  a  Bill  that  would  be 
practicable  in  its  workings,  as  this  BiU  has 
given.  Every  oi^c  realised  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion bristles  with  difficulty,  and  those  of  us 
who  are  most  strong  in  the  determination  that 
this  Bill  shall  become  law  realise  as  clearly 
as  do  those  gentlemen  who  oppose  it,  and 
from  right  motives,  the  difficulties  that  face 
us  in  framing  a  practicable  measure.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  statements  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  made  will  at  all  be  borne  out 
in  practice.  He  said  it  would  be  impossible 
to  deal  with  a  question  of  this  kind  vrithout 
affecting  wages,  and  also  that  there  would  be 
a  loss  of  trade  by  having  a  Saturday  half- 
holiday.  I  entirely  diRsent  from  that  line  of 
argument,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  the  pur- 
phasing-powcr  of  the  people  is  not  regulated 
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at  all  by  the  shop-hours  in  any  cifey  or  coun- 
try district.  It  is  simply  regulated  by  the 
income  of  Uie  people.  If  people  ore  employed 
in  a  practical  manner,  and  trade  is  healthy 
throughout  the  country,  if  our  produce  is  bring- 
ing a  good  price  in  a  foreign  country,  then  the 
people  will  have  a  large  purchasing -power; 
and  I  do  not  care  if  there  was  only  one  day 
in  the  week  on  which  the  shops  were  open, 
there  would  be  as  much  volume  of  trade  by 
virtue  of  this  purchasing-power  for  the  real  re- 
quirements of  the  people  as  there  would  be  if 
the  shops  were  open  every  day  in  the  week. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  recognise  clearly  and 
distinctly  in  the  carrying  of  this  Bill  that  a 
great  number  of  small  shops  wiU  go  to  the  wall. 
I  recognise  that,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  alto- 
gether a  bad  thing.  It  may  be  urged  with  a 
considerable  amount  of  reason,  of  course,  that 
these  small  shops  are  an  avenue  by  which  a 
man  can  enter  into  certain  occupations  and 
grow  from  smaller  things  to  greater,  and  finally 
himself  become  a  large  employer  of  labour 
and  the  proprietor  of  a  large  ousiness.  Yet  I 
venture  to  state  that  the  price  of  goods  is  not  at 
all  reduced  by  having  such  a  great  number  of 
small  shops  in  a  centre,  and  I  believe  that  the 
nation  as  a  whole  would  be  beneficed  if,  in- 
stead of  this  large  number  of  small  distributing 
businesses,  we  had  a  smaller  number,  and  if  the 
persons  now  occupied  in  connection  with  the 
others  were  employed  on  more  remunerative 
work.  Every  person  engaged  in  a  distributing 
trade  in  a  country  necessarily  must  be  kept  at 
the  expense  of  the  producer  and  purchaser. 
But,  of  course,  I  quite  realise  that,  under  our 
present  individualistic  system,  of  which  I  am 
a  determined  opponent,  it  may  be  all  right. 
Stilly  under  another  system,  and  a  system 
that  will  come,  that  is  coming  day  by  day, 
and  is  coming  fast  enough  to  be  practicable, 
perfect,  and  permanent,  the  day  will  come 
when  we  shall  have,  in  the  centres,  very  large 
distributing  places,  and  no  small  shops  at  |bll. 
I  have  no  objection,  myself,  to  this  Bill  coming 
into  force  at  once.  I  do  not  wish  to  wait, 
speaking  personally,  for  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
till  after  the  elections.  I  think  it  will  be  a 
very  good  thing  to  come  before  the  elections. 
We  have,  so  far  as  the  main  point  of  this  Bill 
is  concerned,  the  Saturday  half- holiday  in 
practical  operation  in  Dunedin.  The  argu- 
ment was  used  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  —  who  made  rather  slighting  re- 
marks as  to  the  poorness  of  this  House,  and 
who,  judging  by  his  dress  to-night,  was  not 
long  in  the  House,  and  has  now  gone  out 
again — that  if  the  shopkeepers  and  the  shop- 
assistants  are  agreed  the  whole  thing  is  solved. 
Well,  that  is  just  where  the  whole  thing  is 
not  solved,  because  if  nine-tenths  of  the  shop- 
keepers are  willing  to  close  down,  yet  the  few 
who,  either  from  pressure  of  business  or  greed 
of  business,  keep  open,  can  and  do  by  their 
action  break  the  whole  thing  down ;  and  unless 
we  con  moke  all  shopkeepers  close  down  on 
special  lines  the  whole  thing  will  break  down, 
from  the  greed  of  the  individuals  engaged 
in  the  trade,  and  who  will  not  fall  into  line 


with  their  fellow-shopkeepers.  I  wish  to  say  a 
word  or  two  with  regard  to  the  main  question 
of  the  Saturday  half-holiday.  I  look  upon  our 
present  holiday — the  whole  of  Sunday — as 
largely  the  result  of  the  religious  feelings  of 
ages  gone  past.  It  is  not  altogether  for  rest  or 
to  recuperate  the  body,  or  to  allow  people  to 
enjoy  themselves;  it  is  more  purely  for  reli- 
gious devotion.  It  is  more  from  a  religious 
point  of  view  than  for  the  benefit  of  health.  But 
the  question  is,  whether  we  should  not  have, 
apart  from  that  day^  one  half-holiday,  not 
only  for  rest  itself,  but  for  social  recuperation ; 
and  I  feel  quite  sure,  even  if  we  do  not  carry 
this  Bill  this  session,  within  a  few  years  it  will 
undoubtedly  become  the  practical  law  of  New 
Zealand.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  run  the 
gauntlet  at  the  next  election  as  to  this  being  a 
proper  thing  to  be  carried  into  effect.  As  to 
having  two  half-holidays  in  the  week,  it  simply 
amounts  to  this:  The  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish),  with  his  usual 
insight  into  questions,  asks,  **  Why  cannot 
these  men  form  cricket  clubs  and  football 
clubs,  and  play  amongst  themselves  ?  '*  That 
argument  shows  that  he  does  not  know  our 
social  arrangements  at  all.  How  could  they 
play  amongst  themselves?  You  cannot  get 
one  class  of  people  to  go  and  play  a  game 
amongst  themselves,  and  unless  yon  make  it 
a  general  thing  the  whole  thing  breaks  down, 
and  the  people,  instead  of  enjoying  themselves, 
would  go  home,  or  lounge  about  the  towns. 
I  am  speaking  from  a  practical  knowledge  of 
what  was  the  effect  of  the  Saturday  half- 
holiday  in  Dunedin.  What  did  we  realise 
there  ?  Everybody  on  Saturday  at  noon-time 
was  hurrying  home  with  twice  the  speed  he 
usually  did,  so  as  to  be  able  to  go  to  the  sea- 
side or  to  the  bush.  The  whole  thing  was  one 
gala  day  on  Saturday  afternoon.  Instead  of 
finding  men  drinking  in  hotels,  the  hotels  were 
deserted ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  not  one- 
half  of  the  drinking  was  done  last  year  during 
the  Saturday  afternoons  in  Dunedin  that  there 
was  when  the  holiday  was  not  complied  with. 
The  whole  experience  of  Dunedin  this  last  sum- 
mer was  that  St.  Glair,  the  whole  of  the  sea- 
beach,  the  Leith  Valley,  and  other  resorts  were 
literally  crowded  with  people  who  turned  out  tb 
enjoy  themselves.  That  itself  brings  up  another 
argument,  that,  instead  of  the  loss  of  trado 
which  has  been  referred  to,  really  it  produces 
trade,  because  these  people  who  go  out  dress 
themselves  in  better  clothing,  which  simply 
means  a  greater  call  upon  the  millinery  Ond 
clothing  establishments,  and  the  baskets  of  food 
they  take  with  them — a  better  kind  generally 
than  that  found  on  the  tables  of  the  houses — 
simply  means  a  larger  consumption  of  pro- 
visions ;  and,  so  far  from  the  volume  of  trade 
being  lessened,  I  venture  to  say  it  is  increased. 
But  I  am  not  going  to  debate  this  Bill  at 
length.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  hotels 
should  be  included  in  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill.  I,  myself,  think  that  it  is  not  right  that 
those  places  which  are  simply  run  for  the 
retail  sale  of  liquor,  one  of  the*  worst  things  we 
have  in  one  midst,  should  be  allowed  to  be 
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open,  and  girls  be  kept  behind  the  bars,  while 
other  businesses,  that  are  for  the  good  of 
the  people,  should  be  closed  up.  There  is 
one  other  thing  in  this  Bill  that  I  have  con- 
siderable doubts  about — that  is  the  question 
of  the  dosing  of  the  chemists*  shops.  That  is 
a  most  difficult  question  to  get  over.  For  in- 
tan  ce,  in  Dunedin  the  whole  of  the  chemists, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  believe  in  the 
Saturday  half-holiday.  There  is  one  chemist 
who  has  persisted  in  keeping  open,  and  the 
consequence  is  that  the  whole  thing  has 
broken  down.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am  free 
to  confess  that  if  the  whole  of  the  chemists' 
6hop9  are  closed  there  will  be  some  consider- 
able difficulty  experienced  by  the  public ;  and 
I  think  there  should  have  been  some  pro- 
vision made  by  which,  in  the  laige  centres, 
there  could  be  some  kind  of  rota  of  the 
chemists'  shops  to  be  kept  open,  so  that  the 
people  could  know  where  they  could  go  during 
certain  hours.  I  think  that  in  the  large  centres, 
where  the  chemists  agree  to  close  down,  they 
might  come  to  some  compromise  whereby  one 
shop  could  be  kept  permanently  open ;  and 
some  little  consideration  might  be  given.  With 
regard  to  the  shopkeepers  in  the  country  not 
having  their  half- holiday,  well,  it  might  be 
true  that  in  a  number  of  shops  the  men  have 
very  little  to  do ;  but  I  think  there  is  as  great 
a  number  of  shops  where  they  have  a  great 
deal  to  do.  And,  then,  you  would  have  great 
trouble  to  draw  the  line  between  what  are  to  be 
country  places  and  what  are  to  be  town  places 
or  suburban  places.  I  think  you  could  not 
draw  any  clear  line  between  them,  and  I 
think  the  concession  given  under  clause  7, 
that  they  can  take  any  day  they  like,  is  an 
ample  concession.  Now,  there  has  been  con- 
siderable talk  with  regard  to  the  question 
whether  the  fruiterers  should  be  exempted,  and 
I  agree  with  the  argument  that  in  the  summer- 
time, when  the  small  fruits  are  ripe,  which 
are  exceedingly  perishable,  the  fruiterers' 
shops  should  not  be  compelled  to  dose; 
but  this  Bill  clearly  provides  for  that.  The 
Labour  Bills  Committee  thoroughly  considered 
that,  and  clause  8  gives  to  the  local  bodies, 
which  will  be  the  governing  bodies  in  this  re- 
spect, every  power  to  exempt  fruiterers'  shops 
and  others  of  that  kind.  I  trust  the  House 
will  see  its  way  to  bring  this  Bill  into  law ;  and, 
while  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  number  of 
shops  will  be  at  a  loss,  yet  I  think  the  good 
that  will  ensue  will  far  more  than  compensate 
for  the  loss.  I  do  not  think  that  the  loss  of 
trade  in  towns  will  be  very  much.  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  made,  I  know,  in  Dunedin  of 
the  idea  that  traffic  on  the  railroads  has  fallen 
considerably  since  the  Saturday  half-holiday 
was  initiated.  That  ma^  be  true,  but  it  may 
be  true  also  that,  whilst  in  Dunedin  the  traffic 
has  fallen  off  on  that  day,  it  is  not  altogether  to 
the  national  advantage  that  we  should  only  have 
one  town,  and  that  a  country  district  shall 
have  no  shops  at  all  in  it.  So  far  as  reducing 
the  amount  of  employment  for  labour  is  con- 
cerned, I  am  bound  to  say  that  if  more  of 
the  shops  were  in  the  country  distriots  there 
Hr.  EamahoiP 


would  be  more  assistants  than  at  the  present 
time,  rather  than  that  the  number  would  be 
reduced ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  the  settlers  in  the  country  districts,  for  tlus 
reason :  that,  while  it  is  true  that  when  they 
come  into  the  centres  the  settlers  may  make  a 
little  per  cent,  more  than  they  would  do  at  & 
country  shop,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  they 
get  this  advantage  at  a  very  great  sacrifice, 
for  they  have  to  come  into  town  to  make  their 
purchases,  which,  under  other  circumstances, 
they  would  purchase  in  their  own  districts. 
That  might  be  a  matter  of  average,  and  I  do 
not  think  there  is  a  great  deal  in  that  argu- 
ment. I  trust  the  House  will  not  see  its  way 
to  read  this  Bill  this  day  three  months.  I  hope 
it  will  be  placed  on  the  statute-book.  This 
is  practically  an  amending  Bill.  I  find  that  in 
the  four  centres  there  is  a  considerable  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  Take,  for  instance,  Danedin 
— the  only  city  that  keeps  the  half -holiday  on 
Saturday.  It  will  become  practically  inopera- 
tive there  unless  this  Bill  is  carried.  If  this 
Bill  does  not  make  a  Saturday  half-holiday 
permanent  in  the  centres,  I  venture  to  state 
that,  if  this  Bill  is  carried,  Dunedin  will  revert 
from  the  Saturday  half-holiday,  and  that  it 
win  take  Wednesday.  I  may  be  wrong,  but,  as 
one  who  is  a  strong  believer  in  the  arbitrary 
half-holiday  on  Saturday,  I  think  that,  instead 
of  that  day,  Wednesday  will  be  the  day  if  this 
Bill  becomes  law.  I  think  the  shopkeepers 
should  have  a  strong  voice  in  the  matter,  and 
if  this  Bill  is  carried  they  will  have  a  consider- 
able voice,  because  the  local  bodies  nominate 
the  Board,  and,  as  every  one  knows,  the  gn&t 
bulk  of  the  representatives  of  municipalities 
really  are  more  or  less  directly  interested  in 
trade,  and  therefore  the  persomiel  of  the  Board 
will  be  men  who  are  closely  connected  with 
the  business  of  the  place.  SO  far  from  this 
Bill  making  closing  on  Saturday  compulsory,  it 
will  practically  work  the  other  way. 

}li.  CARNOROSS.— I  shall  not  dday  the 
House  many  minutes.  I  only  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saying  that  I  cannot  see  my  way  to  sup- 
port this  Bill.  I  think  the  Bill  already  on  the 
statute-book  meets  the  present  requirements; 
the  matter  of  compulsory  closing  I  cannot  see 
my  way  to  support.  I  think  this  measure  is 
too  far  in  advance  of  public  opinion,  and  it  will 
therefore  be  sure  to  bring  its  punishment  with 
it.  I  know  perfectly  well  that  in  some  cities 
there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  irritation 
upon  this  subject  at  the  present  moment ;  c^f^ 
those  shopkeepers  who  are  opposed  to  this,  if 
we  irritate  them  still  further,  will  simply  say 
to  their  employes,  **If  we  are  compelled  to 
close,  your  wages  must  suffer."  I  feel  sure 
that  would  be  the  practical  working-out  of  this 
measure,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  in  the 
true  interests  of  the  working-classes ;  therefore 
I  cannot  see  my  way  to  support  it.  Now,  in 
my  own  district  we  had  a  weekly  half -holi- 
day before  ever  this  legislation  was  put  on  the 
statute-book  at  all,  and  it  worked  very  well ; 
and  I  think  that  what  I  might  call  legislation 
of  their  own  is  very  much  better  for  the  classes 
concerned  than  the  compulsory  legislation  we 
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propose  to  adopt  in  the  measure  before  the 
House.  There  is  no  irritation  vrhere  there  is  a 
oonsensus  of  opinion,  and  everything  goes  on 
smoothly ;  but  the  moment  vie  apply  the  iron 
law  the  shopkeepers  will,  to  use  a  homely  ex- 
pression, "get  their  baoks  up."  I  have  en- 
deavoured, as  far  as  I  was  able,  to  asoertain 
what  was  their  opinion  on  the  question,  and 
I  found  that  in  the  cases  of  the  large  shops 
they  were  in  favour  of  it,  but  not  the  small 
ones.  We  have  heard  it  stated  in  this  House 
to-night  that  it  would  not  do  any  harm  if  the 
small  shops  did  go  to  the  wall.  Well,  I  would 
never  be  one  to  assist  in  sending  them  to  the 
wall.  Some  of  the  best  industries  we  have, 
have  sprung  from  veiy  humble  beginnings; 
and  I  would  not  make  one  to  assist  in  pass- 
ing legislation  which  would  have  the  efteot  of 
driving  some  of  the  small  shops  to  the  wall.  It 
is  not  necessary 'to  reply  to  all  the  arguments 
that  have  been  adduced  to-night.  I  rose 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  I  would 
not  give  a  silent  vote,  and  to  let  the  House 
understand  why  I  could  not  support  this  Bill. 
I  was  rather  strack  with  the  argument  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  as  to  the 
occupation  of  country  assistants.  They  really 
seemed  to  think  that  the  every-day  occupation 
of  the  country  assistants  was  of  the  mildest  of 
recreations ;  but  I  may  say  that  these  men 
have  plenty  to  occupy  them  during  the  day. 
In  many  cases  a  man  starts  work  at  six  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  when  he  has  to  begin  by  feed- 
ing his  horses,  and  is  not  finished  Isefore  nine 
o'clock  at  night.  If  some  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  and  said  that  the 
countiy  assistants  did  not  require  a  holiday 
had  to  do  the  same  work  they  would  be  ready 
enough  to  take  their  half-holiday,  and  their 
views  would,  I  am  convinced,  be  considerably 
altered.  I  shall  not  be  one  to  change  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs.  In  t.be  closing  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula 
he  stated  that  the  result  of  this  legislation 
would  be  that,  instead  of  the  half -holiday  being, 
as  at  present,  kept  on  Saturday,  it  would  be 
altered  to  Wednesday.  I  do  not  think  he  has 
very  strong  grounds  for  thinking  in  that  way. 
In  the  case  of  some  industries  it  might  apply ; 
but,  if  you  consider  for  a  moment,  in  the  large 
industries  where  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
machinery  working  it  would  be  expensive  to 
stop  this  machinery  in  the  middle  of  the  week ; 
it  would  be  much  more  convenient  to  stop  it  on 
Saturday  afternoon. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 
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Amendment  negatived. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said,— I  only  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  in  support  of  this  Bill,  and  I  do  so 
for  this  reason :  that  I  disagree  entirely  with 
the  remark  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn  when  he  said  the  persons  who  are 
sought  to  be  relieved  by  this  measure  are  those 
less  worthy  of  relief  than  any  class  of  labourers 
in  the  community. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.^The  least  overworked. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.  — -  These  shop  -  assistants 
have  indoor  work,  and  have  not  that  amount 
of  exercise  which  a  labourer  obtains  outside, 
and  I  say  they  are  worthy  of  as  much  con- 
sideration as  the  labourer  working  outside,  and 
I  say  that  particular  attention  should  be  paid 
by  the  Legislature  to  their  health  and  comfort ; 
and  I  think  the  great  mistake  of  the  Shop- 
hours  Bill  has  been  that  many  of  the  holidays 
for  shop-assistants  have  been  fixed  for  Wednes- 
days and  Thursdays,  and  for  other  days  in  the 
week,  whereas  those  engaged  in  banks,  com- 
mercial pursuits,  and  professional  business 
have  a  hidf-holiday  on  Saturdays.  I  say  it  is 
a  great  mistake  in  a  town  to  have  two  half- 
holidays  appointed.  The  main  principle  of 
this  Bill — which  I  support — is  that  one  day 
should  be  set  apart  for  a  half-holiday.  I  hope 
the  Bill  will  pass.  It  is  a  very  difficult  mat- 
ter to  make  a  distinction  between  callings  or 
trades  in  which  it  should  and  should  not  apply, 
but  I  think  the  Bill  has  been  so  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  Labour  Bills  Gonmiittee  that 
the  House  will  not  be  doing  far  wrong  in  adopt- 
ing most  of  the  amendments  in  it. 

Mr.  REEVES.  — I  shall  not  exercise  the 
right  of  reply  to  any  extent.  Gertainly,  after 
the  debate  which  has  taken  place  during  the 
last  three  hours,  I  think  it  would  have  been 
tolerated  that  the  mover  should  reply  to  the 
objections  which  have  been  raised  against  the 
Bill.  But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  too 
unwell  to  make  a  speech  of  more  than  a  minute 
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OF  two's  duration. .  I  have  been  obliged  to  leave 
the  Chamber  once  or  twice,  and  have  been 
obliged  to  assume  the  attitude  which  so  much 
infuriated  the  honourable  member  for  Hals- 
well.  But  that  was  simply  because  I  was  too 
ill  to  sit  upright. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  beg  to  apologize  for 
the  remarks  I  made.    I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— I  should  like  to  make  a 
speech  worthy  of  this  Bill,  for  I  consider  it  a 
very  excellent  and  worthy,  and  indeed  a  very 
noble,  measure.  A  taunt  was  levelled  agunst 
me,  to-night  that  this  was  an  advertising  mea- 
sure, brought  in  because  of  the  forthcoming 
general  elections.  I  can  only  say  that  I  as- 
sisted Mr.  Perceval  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Fish),  in  1890,  to  so  re- 
model  Mr.  Hislop's  Shops  and  Factories  Bill  as 
to  produce  a  measure  somewhat  approaching 
this  one,  but  a  great  deal  more  drastic.  In 
1891,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  occupying  a 
seat  on  those  benches,  I  introduced  a  Bill 
going  as  far  as  this  measure  and  a  great  deal 
farther,  because  it  not  only  comprised  the  half- 
holiday,  but  also  the  principle  of  early  closing. 
In  1892  I  introduced  a  Bill  which  was  virtually 
the  same  as  this  measure,  with  the  exception 
of  certain  not  very  important  differences ;  and 
now,  in  1898, 1  try  once  more  to  introduce  the 
meeusure,  and  I  am  told  that  I  am  simply  bring- 
ing it  in  to  advertise  myself  at  the  forthcoming 
general  elections.  Can  any  taunt  be  more  un- 
deserved ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Who  said  it  ? 

Mr.  REEVES.— The  honourable  member  for 
Ash  burton.  I  should  say,  if  there  is  a  Bill  of 
all  the  labour  Bills  which  is  less  likely  to  do 
me  good  at  the  general  elections  in  the  towns 
it  is  this  Bill ;  because  in  the  case  of  the  other 
labour  Bills  there  is  almost  no  difference  of 
opinion  amongst  the  supporters  of  the  Liberal 
party  in  the  towns,  but  on  this  Bill  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion,  although  I  believe  there 
is  a  considerable  majority  who  think  this  Bill  a 
good  one,  and  who  will  support  it.  Still,  there 
is  a  strong  minority  against  it.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  much  capital  to  be  made  out  of  it  in 
the  way  of  votes.  But,  in  any  case,  I  am  not 
going  to  turn  my  back  on  the  Bill  after  fighting 
and  struggling  for  it  for  three  years.  That  It 
has  been  deserted  to-night  by  one  or  two  gentle- 
men who  had  previously  supported  shop-hours 
legislation,  and  from  whom  I  might  have  ex- 
pected faithful  support  to-night,  is  unfortu- 
nately the  case.  I  do  not  judge  their  conduct — 
their  constituents  must  judge  that.  Doubtless 
they  have  a  right,  as  one  honourable  gentle- 
man suggested,  to  change  their  minds.  I  am 
sorry  I  have  lost  their  support;  but  I  shall 
attempt  to  carry  the  Bill  through  the  House 
without  it.  There  are  one  or  two  points  which 
I  will  try  to  notice,  as  briefly  as  possible.  The 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  attacked 
the  Bill  in  a  strain  part  of  which  I  expected, 
because  it  was  consistent  with  the  views  he 
holds,  as  an  individualist,  and  therefore  to 
that  part  I  shall  make  no  reply.  He  also 
attacked  the  Bill  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
temperance  reformer,  a  rok  which  I  thought 
3fr.  Beeves 


a  somewhat  novel  one  for  that  honourable 
gentleman  to  take  up.  He  complained  that 
it  was  a  Bill  which  was  going  to  prevent  a  man 
from  getting  a  glass  of  milk,  whereas  it  would 
almost  force  him  to  get  a  glass  of  whiskey  in- 
stead. The  Bill  does  nothing  of  the  sort.  If  a 
man  cannot  get  a  glass  of  milk  at  a  restaurant 
or  eating-house  that  restaurant  or  eating-house 
must  be  a  very  extraordinary  place,  and  one 
which  very  soon  will  cease  to  exist.  If  a  man 
cannot  get  a  glass  of  milk  at  all  respectable 
hotels  they  must  have  changed  their  habits 
since  I  last  entered  one.  I  have  yet  to  leam 
that  a  man  is  forced  to  drink  spirits  in  a  hotel 
in  preference  to  milk,  water,  or  tea.  But,  how- 
ever, that  argument  may  be  disposed  of  as  a 
piece  of  simple  claptrap.  Then,  there  is  the 
argument  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ina- 
ngahua,  that  the  Bill  is  grossly  unfair,  inas- 
much as  it  is  a  Bill  which,  he  said,  will  tend  to 
suppress  the  small  shops  in  the  interests  of  the 
large  ones.  It  is  not  a  Bill  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind,  nor  will  it,  I  think,  make  any  appre- 
ciable reduction  in  the  number  of  small  shops. 
I  would  be  no  party  to  a  measure  which  would 
inflict  upon  shopkeepers  who  comply  with  the 
Act  a  certain  loss  of  trade  and  business.  But, 
then,  neither  will  I  be  a  party  to  a  measure 
which  says  to  a  shopkeeper  in  a  large  way, 
**  Because  you  commit  the  crime  of  employ- 
ing labour  and  pa^ng  it  you  shall  shut  up, 
while  your  neighbour,  who  works  the  mem- 
bers of  his  own  family,  and  probably  does  not 
pay  them,  may  keep  open,  and  so  filch  your 
trade  from  you."  No  doubt,  if  such  a  Bill  be- 
came law,  a  class  of  shops  would  come  into 
existence  in  order  to  trade  upon  the  sufferings 
of  the  larger  shops.  Why  should  a  man  be 
treated  harshly  because  he  employs  labour  ?  I 
would  rather  not  interfere  with  the  smaller 
shopkeeper,  but  in  order  to  be  anything  like  a 
just  Bill  it  must  go  somewhat  on  the  lines  of 
this  Bill ;  and,  in  my  belief,  this  measure  will 
not  seriously  affect  many  of  the  small  shop- 
keepers. I  have  come  to  that  conclusion  after 
careful  inquiry.  Then,  there  is  an  objection 
that  the  Bill  is  a  farce,  and  laughable,  because 
it  says  that  the  assistants  in  shops  outside 
cities  and  boroughs  shall  have  a  half-holiday. 
Will  it  be  believed  that  that  laughable  and 
ridiculous  clause  —  described  as  not  worthy 
of  argument  because  it  is  so  absurd  —  has 
been  the  law  for  nine  months  past?  Has  it 
caused  any  of  those  ridiculous  and  laughable 
effects  which  have  been  so  strongly  commented 
on  ?  We  are  told  that  these  shops  are  all  up- 
country  stores.  Good  heavens !  all  the  shops 
outside  the  cities  and  boroughs  are  up-oountiy 
stores!  What  an  extraordinary  statement! 
Why,  the  great  difficulty  I  have  had  to  face  in 
drafting  this  Bill  has  been  to  know  what  to  do 
with  the  very  large  number  of  ordinary  shops 
outside  the  limits  of  cities  and  boroughs,  and 
which  are  not  up-country  stores.  Some  of  the 
bitterest  outcry  has  come  from  people  inside 
the  towns  and  boroughs,  who  say  that  the  trade 
and  business  is  being  taken  away  from  them 
because  the  Act  does  not  apply  to  shops  out- 
side town  districts.    No,  Su^  if  I  am  doing 
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wrong  it  is  in  not  making  the  Act  extend  to 
a  mile,  say,  beyond  the  boundaries  of  cities 
and  boroughs.  After  careful  consideration,  I 
thought  it  better  not  to  do  so.  Then,  there 
is  the  argument,  •  and  I  think  it  a  fair  and 
legitimate  argument,  brought  to  bear  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  T. 
Thompson)  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Marsden,  about  the  necessity  of  supplying  stores 
to  vessels  bound  to  quit  ports  in  tidal  rivers. 
That  is  a  fair  point,  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
meet  it  in  Committee.  Also  as  regards  the 
special  order,  and  the  fact  that  it  takes  four 
weeks  to  carry  it  out,  and  that  that  would  pro- 
duce delay :  I  will  endeavour  to  meet  that  too. 
As  regards  the  taunt  that  I  am  bringing  this 
Act  into  operation  on  the  Ist  January  because 
I  am  afraid  of  its  coming  into  effect  before  the 
general  election,  I  may  point  out  that  I  did 
the  same  with  the  Factories  Act,  with  the  best 
results.  As  this  Act  will  interfere  with  people's 
habits  and  businesR  in  the  same  way  as  did 
the  Factories  Act,  I  aui  only  doing  in  regard  to 
it  as  I  did  in  that  case.    I  venture  to  say  there 


has  not  been  one  word  of  condemnation  with 
regard,  to  my  action  on  the  Factories  Bill,  and 
neither  would  this  matter  have  been  heard  of^ 
if  some  honourable  members  had  not  reflected' 
that  the  general  elections  might  come  before 
January.  It  may  be  so ;  but  it  is  not  certain 
when  the  elections  will  take  place.  I  should 
have  liked  to  meet  some  of  the  arguments  that 
have  been  used  during  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, but  I  feel  physically  unable  to  do 'so 
to-night.  I  shall  therefore  at  once  move  the 
Bill  into  Committee,  and  I  shall  then  move  to 
report  progress. 

Mr.  FISH. — Sir,  I  desire  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  During  the  course  of  my  speech 
I  referred  to  the  absence  from  the  chamber 
of  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  has  now 
explained  that  that  absence  was  caused  by 
illness,  and,  had  I  known  it  was  caused  by  any 
faintuess  on  his  part,  I  should  not  have  made 
the  remarks  I  made. 

Bill  committed,  and  progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


END  OF  EIGHTY-FIKST  VOLUME. 
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